
By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

Dadlerstein@starfl .com

Florida politicians, on the 
national, state and local level, 
cheered earlier this spring when 
the federal government ap-
proved more than $6 million in 
fi shery disaster monies to fl ow in 
from the National Oceanic Atmo-
spheric Association to assist with 
the recovery of the beleaguered 
Apalachicola Bay oyster fi shery.

These funds, coupled with 
more than $2 million in addi-
tional emergency help tacked on 
to Tropical Storm Debby monies 
that fi rst arrived two years ago, 
meant that more than $8 million 

would be coming to Franklin 
County to help in restoring the 
bay, as well as in retraining oys-
termen for other careers.

The cheering continued a 
few weeks ago when Gov. Scott 
again announced the state’s 
plans for divvying up the money, 
mostly to re-shell the bay, with 
smaller portions set aside for 
vocational training and to help 
seafood processors retrofi t their 

plans to comply with ongoing 
regulations.

With the monies now set to 
arrive, administered with the 
help of the city of Apalachicola as 
well as CareerSource Gulf Coast, 
it appears that while re-shelling 
has its usual robust interest, 
there is little appetite for retrain-
ing options.
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Remember 9/11/01

Coastal Cleanup 
set for Sept. 20

The annual Coastal 
Cleanup will be Saturday, 
Sept. 20 throughout the 
county. Volunteers should 
wear or bring sunscreen, 
bug spray, protective 
clothing (hats, long pants, 
long-sleeved shirts) and 
work or close toed water 
shoes. 

Volunteers will be 
provided trash bags, 
gloves, data cards, snacks, 
drinking water and T-shirts. 

For more information, call 
Ada Long at 927-2776 or 
email adalong@uab.edu.

Estuary Day set 
for Sept. 26

The popular Estuary Day 
will be from 1:30 to 6 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 26, at 
the Apalachicola National 
Estuarine Research Reserve 
in Eastpoint. 

The celebration will 
include free educational 
and fun activities for 
children of all ages, free 
T-shirts to the fi rst 600 
people and door prizes for 
adults who stay until the 
end of the event. 

There will be scavenger 
hunts, animal touch tanks, 
games and much more. 

Annual Museum Day 
set for Sept. 27

For the eighth consecutive 
year, the Camp Gordon 
Johnston World War II 
Museum has been asked 
to participate in the 
Smithsonian Magazine’s 
Annual National Museum 
Day, on Saturday, Sept. 27. 

The museum, in the 
Carrabelle Municipal 
Complex, 1001 Gray 
Ave., will welcome visitors 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Come view ever-
growing exhibits, hear 
live music and enjoy 
free refreshments. 
Admission by donation. 
Learn more at www.
CampGordonJohnston.
com. 

41 years in the making

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes

Lswoboda@starfl .com

Frances Oakes of Carra-
belle just fi nished the project of 
a lifetime.

Forty-one years ago, at the 
height of the crafting craze 
in 1971, she purchased a kit 
to make a king-sized quilt at 
Rich’s Department Store in 
Atlanta. It featured rosettes of 
cross-stitched pink and green 
fl owers, her favorite colors. It 
was a massive undertaking, es-
pecially for someone who didn’t 
do a lot of needlework, but she 
tucked into the challenge with 
enthusiasm and fi nished it … 
41 years later.

Why did it take such a long 
time? Oakes had many other 
eggs to juggle over the years.

Oakes was a career teacher. 
For nine years, she taught kin-
dergarten in Atlanta, and then 
she was “promoted to third 
grade.”

In her 30s, she was married 
for the fi rst time to husband 
Jack Oakes who brought with 
him a ready-made family of 
fi ve.

Somewhere along the way, 
they acquired a farm in Car-
rollton, Georgia and began 
growing many of their own veg-
etables, which Frances Oakes 
canned or froze to provide for 
her family. 

Jack found and purchased 
a 12-burner commercial stove 

and had it cleaned at an engine 
repair shop, which removed all 
the paint. That meant Frances 
had the job of repainting the 
stove herself. Once she had fi n-
ished, the big stove made the 
task of home food preservation 
much more effi cient.

Eventually, the Oakes moved 
to Carrollton with children in 
tow. Frances took a job teach-
ing second grade there; a job 
that she kept for the remaining 

19 years of her career.
“Teaching was very good to 

me,” she said. “I was so excited 
to see the spark in a child’s eyes 
when they got a concept.”

She had a unique way of 
dealing with rowdy behavior 
in the classroom. When things 
began to get out of hand, Fran-
ces Oakes, a talented fl autist, 
would grab her fl ute and began 

Frances Oakes’ quilt project fi nally is fi nished

LOIS SWOBODA | the Times

Frances Oakes is seen with her quilted bedspread.

See QUILT A14

Apalachicola to keep taxes fl at
By DAVID ADLERSTEIN

653-8894 | @ApalachTimes
Dadlerstein@starfl .com

Apalachicola’s property taxes look to stay 
the same next year, but the cost of death 
will be going up, at least if you’re buried on 
weekends or afterhours.

After two budget workshops, last week 
and on Monday, city commissioners agreed 
to keep the millage rate for the upcoming 
fi scal year the same as this year, 9.6852.

Because the tax base has grown slightly, 

that millage rate would generate about $1.14 
million, about $60,000 more than this year’s 
$1.08 million.

In order to meet about $1.93 million in 
expenses, and to avoid an almost $136,000 
defi cit, the commissioners invoked a 5 percent 
across-the-board cut to all departments, and 
weighed a variety of “revenue enhancements,” 
which were detailed by City Clerk Lee Mathes 
at the Sept. 4 workshop.

Mathes said a grave opening now costs 
$250 per opening;, based on a fee set in 1991 
and unchanged ever since. She said overtime 

for two employees cost the city $250 alone, 
and that there was the additional expense of 
diesel fuel and equipment costs. 

“When we have a funeral that is at 2 p.m. 
they are afterhours closing that grave,” she 
said. “It’s overtime; it just takes that long. 
One weekend is four hours per employee. 
A $500 fee would put you in the positive 
when you have to pay overtime I don’t think 
that unreasonable fee to charge for a grave 
opening.”

See TAXES A14

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

Dadlerstein@starfl .com

For the fi rst time since the 
real estate market bubble 
burst about seven years ago, 
the county’s property tax mill-
age rate will drop next year.

On Sept. 3, at the fi rst of two 
public hearings on the budget 
for the upcoming fi scal year, 
the county commissioners 
adopted the roll-back rate of 
6.4296 mills, which will keep 
ad valorem tax proceeds at 
roughly the same as they were 
this year.

By a 4-1 vote, with Commis-
sioner Noah Lockley opposed, 
the commissioners approved 
the proposed rate, which is 
a slight four-hundredth of 1 
mill below the current rate of 
6.4705.

Because the county’s tax 
base this year grew for the 
fi rst time since the 2007-08 fi s-
cal year, the lowered millage 
will bring in a tad more money 
next year, about $51,000 more 
than the $10.56 million raised 
in property taxes this year.

Assistant Finance Direc-
tor Erin Griffi th said that, as-
suming the taxable value on a 
homesteaded property remains 
constant, a homeowner with 
a house valued at $150,000 will 
pay $4 less in county taxes next 
year than the $647 he or she 
paid in 2013. A homesteaded 

See MILLAGE RATE A15

County 
millage 

rate to fall

Fully-funded 
retraining stirs 
scant interest 

from oystermen

LYDIA COUNTRYMAN | Special to the Times

Oystermen working on the bay on Labor Day.

See OYSTERMEN A15

Commissioners  
consider 
adopting 

private roads
By LOIS SWOBODA

653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes
Lswoboda@starfl .com

County commissioners voted 
unanimously last week to inves-
tigate the possibility of accepting 
ownership of more than 10 miles of 
private roads.

At the Sept. 2 county meeting, 
Fred Jetton, president of the Pine 
Coast Plantation Homeowners As-
sociation, and resident Nita Mols-
bee asked commissioners to accept 
ownership of about 10 miles of roads 
in that development. Jetton said the 
roads, located off Jeffi e Sanders Road 
north of Carrabelle, included six 
miles of lime rock surfacing and four 
to fi ve miles of forest roads created 

See PRIVATE ROADS A17
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By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

dadlerstein@starfl.com

What’s John Solomon 
going to do now that he’s 
been named the new exec-
utive director of the Apala-
chicola Bay Chamber of 
Commerce?

He’s going to Disney 
World, with his wife and 
daughter.

Actually, the vacation 
trip was scheduled three 
months ago for the end 
of September, in keeping 
with an annual pass that 
his wife, Penny, bought for 
him, her and daughter Rea-
gan, an Apalachicola Bay 
third-grader.

Being a family man is 
just part of Solomon’s devo-
tions, which have long been 
on behalf of community 
involvement.

“I can say that the board 
is very excited to have 
hired him because of what 
he brings to the chamber,” 
said Donna Duncan, who 
leads the chamber’s board 
of directors.

“Anything he does, he 
has a commitment to suc-
cess,” she said. “He has 
a strong background in 
community service, and a 
background in entrepre-
neurship. He has a small 
business that he owns 
personally.

“As an individual, I find 
him to be very committed, 
dependable and successful. 
I think those are the char-
acteristics that the board 
looked at and found him to 
have,” Duncan said.

Solomon was among two 
finalists among 13 applica-
tions that were reviewed by 
a committee that included 
Ginny Griner, Bonnie Ful-
mer, Michael Shuler and 
Beverly Hewitt. Later, the 
entire board voted unani-
mously to offer Solomon 
the position. He is set, on 
Oct. 6, to fill the job that 
was made vacant when 
long-serving Executive Di-
rector Anita Grove stepped 
down last month to take a 
position at the Apalachico-
la National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve.

A 1992 graduate of Apala-
chicola High School, Solo-
mon, 40, attended Chipola 
Junior College Criminal 
Justice Academy, where he 
obtained certification as a 
correctional officer. He has 
worked with the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Office for 
more than 19 years, where 
he has handled a variety of 
tasks, including extensive 
knowledge of information 
technology.

He’s given almost a 
month notice to Sheriff 
Mike Mock, who was sup-
portive of Solomon’s deci-
sion. “The sheriff was very 
encouraging for this. He 
told me, ‘That job is some-
thing that’s meant to be for 
you,’” Solomon said.

“I have loved where I 
have worked. It’s not about 
not liking the job, not loving 
the people,” he said. “This 

is an opportunity that came 
about, and when it did, it 
continued further. It was a 
hard decision that I had to 
make. I felt like if my heart 
was in it, I should do it, and 
my heart was in it.”

Solomon’s background 
is extensive with commu-
nity involvement, includ-
ing 11 years on the Florida 
Seafood Festival board, the 
last eight as president. He 
also serves on the board 
of the Weems Healthcare 
Foundation and with the 
Apalachicola Bay Charter 
School Parent Teacher 
Association. 

“A career is what you’re 
paid to do. Passion is what 
you’re called to do,” he 
said. “When you have for 
them to be one and the 
same, it’s hard to pass 
up.”

Solomon said he is 
completing his duties this 
month with the sheriff ’s 
office, and after his brief 
vacation, will be ready to 
tackle the chamber post. 
A former member of the 
chamber board, Solomon 
has knowledge of the path 
ahead, and a vibrant posi-
tive attitude, but said he 
prefers to wait until his 
feet are fully wet before 
speaking out on matters at 
hand.

“It’s about its members 
and the businesses that 
are of this community,” 
he said. “It represents the 
businesses; that’s its job.”

Meanwhile, the task 
of running the office on 
Commerce Street, open 
Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., falls largely on the 
shoulders of Cindy Collins, 
Grove’s longtime adminis-
trative assistant.

She’s been assisted by 
volunteers from the cham-
ber ranks, and Grove has 
made herself available to 
help as well, Duncan said.

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

dadlerstein@starfl.com

Apalachicola Mayor Van Johnson 
was honored for “treating others as 
you wish to be treated” last month, 
when he traveled to Michigan to re-
ceive the Golden Rule Award from 
an international organization at 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library 
and Museum.

Johnson and his wife, Gail, flew 
to Grand Rapids to accept the Gold-
en Rule International Award during 
the last weekend of August.

Last week, Johnson’s fellow city 
commissioners presented him with 
a cake in honor of this award. He 
was almost speechless, thanking 
them for their kindness.

“This past weekend was very 
much rewarding for Gail and I to be 
part of a group of men and women 
of different races, cultures and 
backgrounds … but with a common-
ality of purpose, their contributions 
toward making the world a better 
place for all,” Johnson wrote in his 
blog. “This diverse group of men 
and women all share and continu-
ously promote through their work, 
words, deeds and actions within 
their sphere of influence the simply 
yet powerful message of the Golden 
Rule.

“Can you image just for a mo-
ment the transformation of the 
world, our communities, our rela-
tionships and interaction with oth-
ers, if we all paused for a second and 
considered our words, deeds and 
actions within this simply context? 
Practiced by all, this one fundamen-
tal principle could play a major role 
in peace-building efforts in every 
facet of our lives and in the rebirth 
of humanity.”

The Golden Rule International 
Award is affiliated with the Inter-
faith Peace-Building Initiative of 
Ethiopia, the United Nations and 
the United Religions Initiative. 
Each year, an award is presented 
to individuals and/or communities 
who have made outstanding contri-
butions in promoting the message 

of the Golden Rule through their 
actions.

Recipients of the award included 
the Archbishop of India, who has 
more than 3,000 churches under 
his care; Sam Griffith, 12th District 
Court of Appeals Judge from Texas; 
and the family of Sonny and Linda 
Lara from San Jose, Calif., for their 
work in curbing gang violence on the 
streets of California and their talent-
ed daughter Angel Garza, one of the 
finalists on “American Idol” in April, 
where she performed “You Make 
Me Feel Like a Natural Woman” by 

Aretha Franklin. 
Other noteworthy recipients 

the Johnsons met were Dr. Paul S. 
Moller, the California inventor of 
the Skycar, a flying automobile; for-
mer inmate Nashon Walker, who 
was incarcerated on felony charges 
that carried a maximum mandatory 
sentence of 85 years and is now out 
of prison and serving as president of 
Empowered 2 Excel, a network help-
ing break the cycle of poverty and in-
carceration in his community; and a 
Florida engineer that has taken dis-
carded tree limbs and leaves along 
with other materials and created a 
coating called Geo-Blue Crete that 
can be used to coat wood to keep it 
from burning.

“Through their work, they have 
committed and dedicated them-
selves to serving the interest of man-
kind,” wrote Johnson. “However, up 
until now their efforts have largely 
gone unrecognized and unnoticed, 
but thanks to Ambassador Clyde 
Rivers, iChange Nations and many 
others, that’s beginning to change.”

During a meet-and-greet at the 
museum, Rivers told the recipients, 
“You are here today because I think 
you’re the best of the best. Rivers 
is the ambassador at-large for the 
country of Burundi and an official 
of the Golden Rule International 
Award and iChange Nations.

Special to the timeS

John Solomon, pictured with his daughter Reagan, 
has been named the executive director of the 
Apalachicola Bay Chamber of Commerce.

Solomon to lead 
Apalachicola 

chamber
“I have loved 
where I have 

worked. ... This is 
an opportunity 

that came about, 
and when it did, 

it continued 
further. It was 

a hard decision 
that I had to 

make. I felt like 
if my heart was 
in it, I should do 
it, and my heart 

was in it.”

John Solomon
incoming executive director, 
Apalachicola Bay Chamber of 

Commerce

DaViD aDleRSteiN | The Times

Honoring Mayor Van Johnson, seated, with a cake after the Sept. 4 meeting were, from left, Apalachicola 
City Commissioners Brenda Ash, James Elliott, Mitchell Bartley and Frank Cook.

Special to the timeS

Ambassador Clyde Rivers, left, 
presented the Golden Rule 
International Award for Mayor 
Van Johnson and his wife, Gail 
Johnson.

Mayor honored with Golden Rule award
“This past weekend was very much rewarding 

for Gail and I to be part of a group of men 
and women of different races, cultures and 
backgrounds … but with a commonality of 

purpose, their contributions toward making the 
world a better place for all. This diverse group 
of men and women all share and continuously 
promote through their work, words, deeds and 

actions within their sphere of influence the 
simply yet powerful message of the Golden 

Rule.”

www.apalachtimeS.com
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ARTS & CRAFTS ‐ KID’Z ZONE ‐ GREAT SEAFOOD

GEORGE CORE PARK ON ST. JOSEPH BAY, PORT ST. JOEGEORGE CORE PARK ON ST. JOSEPH BAY, PORT ST. JOE

WWW.SCALLOPFEST.COM

NO COOLERS ALLOWED. Free Admission for children ages 5 and younger and active military personnel with valid I.D. General admission is $5 per person, per day. All times Eastern.

THIS EVENT FUNDED IN PART BY THE GULF COUNTY TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR VENDOR REGISTRATION CALL 850-227-1223 OR STOP BY
OUR NEW LOCATION AT 308 REID AVENUE IN DOWNTOWN PORT ST. JOE
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Van Johnson Recreation and Community Complex

192 14TH Street  Apalachicola

(850) 443 – 2670 FCFWCenter@Yahoo.com Like us on Facebook

Wednesday, September 17, 2014
2:00-4:00 pm - Open House & Equipment Demonstrations

4:00-6:00 pm - Refreshments & lite bites

5:15 pm - Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Catering provided by:

FCFWC is a Community-Based Initiative and Not-For-Profit Organization
Developed by the Citizens and Volunteers of Franklin County
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Special to The Times

The grand opening of 
the new Forgotten Coast 
Fitness and Wellness 
Center, inside the former 
Apalachicola High School 
complex, is slated for this 
Wednesday, Sept. 17.

The event starts at 2 
p.m., with a demonstra-
tion of the equipment 
running until 4 p.m. Re-
freshments and lite bites, 
catered by Sometimes It’s 
Hotter Seasoning Compa-
ny from St. George Island, 
will go from 4-6 p.m., with 
a ribbon cutting ceremony 
at 5:15 p.m. All this takes 
place inside the main 
building at the Mayor Van 
W. Johnson, Sr., Recre-
ation & Community Ser-
vice Complex, 192 Coach 
Wagoner Blvd.

The new fitness and 
wellness center is a non-
profit, community-based 
initiative developed by 
volunteers from through-
out Franklin County.

Construction on the 
new site took just 20 days, 
from April 1-21.The cen-
ter has had a total of 260 
people join, with another 
100 visitors in the last four 
months. The membership 
is currently 107, down 
from a high of 168 in July. 
The fee is $35 a month 
plus tax.

The center has two 
personal trainers, Eric  

Olson and Belinda Whar-
ton. April Patriotis holds pi-
lates and aerobics classes, 
and Wharton just started a 
“boot-camp style class.”

Hours are 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. weekdays and 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on weekends.

For more information 
about the center or the 
grand opening, call 443-
2670 or email to FCFW-
Center@yahoo.com.

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes

lswoboda@starfl.com

Crowded parking condi-
tions on Marine Street in 
Carrabelle will be on the 
agenda of the Oct. 2 city 
meeting.

At the Sept. 4 Carra-
belle meeting, Milton Cox 
revived discussion of the 
riverfront parking woes 
generated as a result of in-
creased use of the Marine 
Street boat ramp. He com-
plained that when trucks 
with trailers occupy angled 
parking spaces on the west-
ern side of the street, they 
block more than half of the 
southbound lane.

Cox said by converting 
all angled spaces to par-
allel parking, both lanes 
can be made passable at 
all times. Cox said only 15 
of the 40 existing parking 
spaces would be lost with 
the change.

Commissioner Brenda 
La Paz said the idea of de-
creasing available parking 
in Carrabelle’s business 
district was worrisome. 
Mayor Curley Messer 
agreed. 

“We can’t afford to lose 
any more parking down-
town,” he said.

City Administrator 
Courtney Millender said 
changing the parking ar-
rangement on Marine 
Street was investigated by 
the city’s consulting engi-
neers at Inovia Group after 

a discussion at the April 
city meeting. Inovia esti-
mated the cost of changing 
the parking layout would be 
$200,000. Millender said city 
staff put plans to change 
the parking on hold after 
receiving the estimate.

The engineer’s report 
said existing angled park-
ing stalls are four feet short 
of the standard length.

A memo to Millender 
said that to bring the an-
gled parking space dimen-
sions to a standard length, 
the centerline striping (on 
Marine Street) will need to 
be moved, and the existing 
parallel parking and land-
scape islands along the 
east side eliminated.

Inovia recommended 
making no change to the 
existing parking because 
few, if any, accidents have 
occurred as a result of the 
current situation.

 “We are not aware of 
crashes along this corridor 
which would support the 
level of road modifications 
needed to provide stan-
dard parking space dimen-
sions,” states the memo. 
“Our recommendation is 
to continue to monitor the 
corridor and contact the 
Carrabelle police periodi-
cally to inquire about the 
frequency of crashes.”

During the Sept. 4 meet-
ing, Police Chief Craig 
Kinkaid said he is not aware 
of any accidents resulting 
from the current parking 
layout. “The narrowness of 

the street forces traffic to 
slow down,” he said.

Cox called the estimate 
from Inovia exorbitant. He 
said there was a cheaper, 
simpler solution to the 
problem.

La Paz asked Cox if he 
had polled businesses adja-
cent to the street about the 
proposed changes.

He said he had not and 
that Harry’s Bar is the only 
business adjacent to the 
part of the street in ques-
tion. Cox said no changes 
need to be made on the 
east side of the street or 
past the intersection of 
Marine Street and Avenue 
E where the street widens 
and can accommodate ex-
isting angled parking.

La Paz said Marine 
Street is being redesigned 
and the idea of making it 
a one-way street has been 
discussed.

Speaking from the audi-
ence, Christopher Atkins 
asked if it was possible to 
limit the length of vehicles 
using the angled parking. 
La Paz suggested vehicles 
with trailers could be limit-
ed to parking spaces in the 
wider portion of the street.

City Clerk Keisha Mess-
er said no action could be 
taken on the parking issue 
because the discussion was 
not on the agenda. Mayor 
Curley Messer instructed 
her to place the Marine 
Street discussion on the 
agenda for the Oct. 2 city 
meeting.

LOIS SWOBODA | The Times

The section of Marine Street where changes to parking are proposed.

Marine Street parking  
woes examined

KARA LANDISS | Special to The Times

Fitness center to hold grand 
opening Wednesday
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“Ain’t it funny how 
the night moves…with 
autumn closin’ in.” 

— from “Night Moves” as 
recorded by Bob Seger

Let’s talk 1965. 
Alabama quarterback 
Joe Namath signs a 
groundbreaking 
contract with 
the New York 
Jets for $427,000. 
President 
Johnson 
unveils his 
“Great Society” 
program during 
the State of the 
Union Address. 
“Hullabaloo” 
debuts on television. 
Winston Churchill dies. 

While The Beatles 
are fi lming “Help” in 
The Bahamas, Malcolm 
X is gunned down in 
New York’s Audubon 
Ballroom by Nation of 
Islam extremists. The 
president sends combat 
troops to Vietnam. 
Lucky Debonair wins 
the Kentucky Derby. 
Mickey Mantle hits the 
fi rst indoor home run 
in the Astrodome. LBJ 
signs the Medicare Bill. 
Riots erupt in Watts and 
Chicago. Borman and 
Lovell orbit the earth 
for two weeks in Gemini 
7. The French re-elect 
Charles de Gaulle.

Here in Florida, Keith 
Richards of the Rolling 
Stones rolls out of a 
Clearwater motel bed 
and plays and then tapes 
the fi rst stirring guitar 
chords to “Satisfaction,” 
a song that dominates 
summer airwaves and 
eventually is named by 
Rolling Stone Magazine 
as the second greatest 
rock song of all time. 
“Billion Dollar Betsy” 
makes landfall in Key 
Largo in September, 
reaching 125 mph winds 
at Big Pine. The Disney 
brothers announce the 
offi cial launch of the 
“Disney Project.”

What’s the connection 
to investing? Well, 
if your parents or 
grandparents retired in 
1965, and were invested 
in a broad basket of 
securities representative 
of the Standard and 
Poor’s 500 index, they 
may recall some of 

the aforementioned 
occurrences. But mainly 
they’ll remember that 
late in 1965 the S&P 500 
began a 17-year fl atline. 

That’s right. From 
1965-1982, for almost 17 
years, the S&P 500 was 
completely fl at. So if you 

retired in 1965, 
and invested 
in the index to 
help fund your 
retirement, you 
received zero 
returns. In fact, 
you lost ground, 
because you didn’t 
even keep up with 
infl ation.

The market 
may “always come back,” 
as index proponents 
proclaim, but in what 
period of time? Ten years 
or 15? Some folks do not 
get to enjoy a retirement 
of that duration. The 
average American is 
retiring around age 66, 
and the average age at 
death is around 80. That’s 
a retirement span of 14 
years. What good does 
it do the retiree who 
passes away at 80 if the 
S&P 500 is fl at during 
his retirement and then 
gains ground after he 
dies?

Truthfully, it is our 
opinion that successful 
investing often comes 
down to what you buy 
and what you pay for it. 
Just throwing money 
into an index fund and 
waiting for “effi cient 
markets” to do their work 
may or may not serve 
your retirement funding 
needs, as evidenced by 
the long period of zero 
returns that began in 
1965. 

Margaret R. 
McDowell, ChFC, AIF, 
a syndicated economic 
columnist, is the 
founder of Arbor Wealth 
Management, LLC, (608-
6121, www.arborwealth.
net), a fee-only and 
fi duciary registered 
investment advisory 
fi rm near Destin. This 
column should not be 
considered personalized 
investment advice and 
provides no assurance 
that any specifi c strategy 
or investment will be 
suitable or profi table for 
an investor.

By BRAD BUCK
Special to the Times

Recreational anglers who normally 
fi sh in the Gulf of Mexico lost up to $585 
million from lost fi shing opportunities 
in the year of the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill and could 
be entitled to compensation, 
according to a new University of 
Florida study.

After a disaster such as an oil 
spill, trustees often attempt to 
secure fi nancial compensation 
from those responsible. 

In the Gulf oil spill, those 
monies would not go back 
to individual fi shermen, but 
instead might fund ecosystem 
improvements or to stock more 
fi sh in the Gulf on the fi shermen’s 
behalf, said UF food and resource 
economics professor Sherry Larkin. 

In December 2012, BP agreed to pay 
$2.3 billion to commercial fi shermen, 
seafood boat captains and crew, seafood 
vessel owners and oyster leaseholders, 
but trustees have yet to seek 
compensation on behalf of recreational 
fi shermen.

“These are sizable losses borne by 
recreational users of publicly owned 
resources,” said Larkin, an Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences faculty 
member. Because the oil spill affected 
thousands of square miles of fi sheries, 
trustees could try to compensate for 
everyone who uses the Gulf in the 
future, Larkin said. 

In the case of Florida, after the oil 
spill, fi shermen who normally might 
have gone to Pensacola, for example, 
would either not fi sh or might instead 
head to the Atlantic Coast, Larkin said. 

Researchers studied three types of 
anglers: those who fi shed from shore, 
those who piloted private or rental 
boats offshore and those who paid for 

guide boats to take them fi shing. They 
assigned an economic value for each of 
the three types of trips.

The researchers found that anglers 
fi shing from shore and those who hire 
fi shing guides lost the most, an average 

of $29.65 and $34.27 per trip, 
perhaps because they are less 
able to change their fi shing 
conditions as compared to 
those who pilot their own boats, 
who lost the least at $2.23 per 
trip. The study also found that 
private and rental boat users 
were affected differently, some 
substantially but others not 
much.

The UF researchers used 
about 70,000 fi shing trips each 
year for fi ve years, 2006 to 

2010, to learn how each type of anglers 
changed their fi shing trips to avoid 
closures in federal fi sheries after 
the oil spill. They arrived at the $585 
million fi gure by multiplying the per-
trip losses for each type of trip by the 
number of affected fi shing trips, which 
was assumed to be for the year as if 
anglers could re-plan their trips to avoid 
closures, Larkin said.

At 206 million gallons, the Deepwater 
Horizon was the largest marine oil spill 
in history. Under the Oil Pollution Act of 
1990, trustees can recover public losses 
from responsible parties. 

The study authors emphasize 
their model only depicts losses for 
recreational fi shermen, not commercial 
fi shermen, hotels, restaurants, retail 
establishments that lost money after 
the BP oil spill. It also doesn’t measure 
ecosystem losses.

The study appeared online in 
July in the Journal of Environmental 
Management.

Brad Buck, a writer for UF, can be 
reached at bradbuck@ufl .edu.

DAY OF 
RECKONING

Our heart 
remembers and 
mourns the loss of 
the innocent victims 
murdered that tragic 
September morning, 
9/11/2001, 13 years 
ago today.

Bin Laden’s evil 
terrorist regime plotted 
a surprise attack on 
our homeland.

It was a deliberate, 
brutal massacre just as 
Bin Laden planned.

Our nation was 
outraged, and vowed 
to capture the world’s 
most wanted man.

It took almost 10 
years of diligent 
searching to locate Bin 
Laden in his hideout in 
Pakistan.

Our special forces 
immediately ambushed 
him in this fortifi ed 
compound with a 
“dead or alive” 
command.

He died the sinner’s 
fate, May 2, 2011

when he met his 
maker with innocent 
blood on his hands.

We will continue 
to fi ght the spread of 
terrorism throughout 
our land;

for love of country 
and God’s blessings to 
be an American.

God Bless America
Mary Westberg

Apalachicola airport 
experience friendly, helpful
In support of Crystal Air, here are 

the facts we have experienced at our 
airport:

1. Airport and facilities are neat, 
clean and well-maintained, hangar 
bathrooms included.

2. Staff is professional, friendly 
and most helpful.

3. Fuel has always been available, 
except for one day that we know of.

4. Fuel price is the best and most 
competitive in the Panhandle.

5. Rental car operation is 
excellent and a necessary amenity.

6. Free crew car available, 
another major asset, thanks to Alan 
Pierce for donation.

In our aircraft business and 
recreational fl ying, we experience 
small airports all over the world. 
Crystal Air has showcased our 
airport in a competitive and 
professional manner. They have only 
been in operation for two years, a 
diffi cult time for any new business, 
especially when air traffi c is sparse.

Our airport is a valuable asset to 
our community. In order to attract 
more air traffi c, it is important 
to have a stable operator and 
continuity in the amenities offered.

We think they should be given an 
opportunity to succeed.

Sherry and John Bone
Global Jet, Inc.

Apalachicola

Educator’s dreams realized 
in students

Dear old Quinn High School 
student Mrs. Betty Croom Wright, 
Oklahoma Educators Hall of Famer,

Mrs. Betty Croom Wright is a 
graduate of Quinn High School. 
Betty, your classmates and the city 
of Apalachicola are very proud of 
you. And also Eula Bennett Rochelle 
and every teacher that gone on too. 
“Dear old Quinn High School…” 
Back in those days, our teachers 
would go to our parents’ house, and 
let them know if we weren’t getting 
our lessons. They were behind 
our children. We had some good 
teachers back in those days…. It will 
never be the same!

If Mr. Watson, Mr. Speed, Mrs. 
Baker and Mrs. Tampa were still 
alive today, they would be very 
proud of you, seeing their dreams 
as teachers realized in you…. 

Every educator’s dream is for their 
students to excel and continue to 
do great things… which you have 
accomplished. And it all began with 
them at dear old Quinn High School.

We love you Betty,
God Bless you,

Eula Bennett Rochelle

Hiring a superintendent 
is a better idea

The general election on Nov. 
4 will have a ballot measure 
concerning how the superintendent 
of schools (essentially the chief 
executive offi cer, CEO) is to be 
determined: elected vs. hired. 
Currently, as with the school board 
members, the superintendent 
is elected based on who can 
muster the most votes. The only 
qualifi cations required to be 
superintendent is one must be 18 
years old and a Franklin County 
resident, far fewer qualifi cations 
than the teachers and staff they will 
supervise.

A hiring process, on the other 
hand, allows for requiring specifi c 
skill sets and qualifi cations in order 
for the applicant to be considered 
for the position. Examples of 
specifi c experience needed for a 
superintendent of schools include 
an education background and 
fi nancial management knowledge 
with proven ability for managing 
a budget of $23 million. Personnel 
management experience is 
necessary for managing the 200-
plus school district employees. 
Administrative skills are necessary 
for staying on top of the many 
federal, state and local grants the 
school receives so those dollars are 
effectively spent and deadlines are 
not missed and supporting dollars 
are not lost. 

A superintendent needs to 
keep an eye on the ever-changing 
rules and regulations, recognize 
the effect and prepare for those 
changes. The superintendent must 
be able to provide administrative 
leadership when it comes to making 
decisions regarding the important 
and costly support activities such 
as the technological investments, 
maintenance of the large school 
facility and grounds, a large 
transportation system as well as a 
major food services operation. 

A hired superintendent will 
have a contract that clearly 
states expectations, performance 

measures and benchmarks, that 
if not achieved could result in 
dismissal. Currently, Franklin 
County citizens must wait for 
the next election cycle to remove 
a superintendent regardless of 
performance.

A hiring process allows the net to 
be cast even wider so the possibility 
of fi nding someone with all the 
necessary qualifi cations, skills and 
experience is greater. A bigger 
pool of qualifi ed applicants can 
be drawn from. Just ask yourself 
this question, “Who do I know that 
has the necessary qualifi cations to 
transition our poorly performing 
school into a ‘B’ school (or better) 
and is also willing to run an 
expensive election campaign?” If 
you do know such a person, they 
could apply under a hiring system 
and would be considered for the 
position, and if they have the 
necessary qualifi cations, they would 
have a clear advantage, a leg up on 
outside competition because they 
know the kids and the parents, they 
know the culture and what makes 
Franklin County so special. 

Voting “Yes” on the upcoming 
education measure is voting “Yes” 
for a quality education for our kids. 

Margo Posten
Citizens for Quality Education (CQED)

CITIZENS FOR QUALITY 
EDUCATION FORMED
The Citizens for Quality 

Education fi led papers in July 
with the Florida Department 
of State, Division of Elections, 
to qualify as a political 
committee. It is described 
as a citizen group made 
up of parents, teachers and 
community members that are 
concerned about the level of 
quality education in Franklin 
County. 

Chairing CQED is Dottye 
Thornburg of St. George 
Island; vice chair is Pamela 
Shiver of Eastpoint; secretary 
is Margaret Posten of 
Apalachicola; and treasurer is 
Elizabeth Sisung of Eastpoint.

For questions or 
more information, email 
cqedfranklin@gmail.com. 

Namath, Bob 
Seger and a 

market fl atline

MARGARET R. 
McDOWELL
Arbor Outlook

UF: Recreational anglers 
could be entitled to millions

SHERRY 
LARKIN

UF food and 
resource economics 

professor

Letters to the EDITOR
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In 1914, 100 years ago, 
the front page of The 
Times’ second September 
paper featured some 
unusually dramatic 
stories that are reprinted 
here. One has to wonder 
if citizens reading about 
the week’s events were 
concerned that the moral 
tone of the town was 
slipping. Bad language 
and immoral behavior 
were front-page news.

Prominent Men  
Fall Out

• A trial before the 
Mayor in the presence of 
many citizens

• Mr. John G. Ruge 
charged with disorderly 
conduct is fined $6 and 
costs by Mayor Teague

Long before Mayor 
Teague took his chair 
in the city courtroom 
Wednesday morning; all 
the available seats in the 
courtroom were occupied 
by citizens attracted by 
the prominence of the 
actors in the drama. When 
Mayor Teague appeared, 
another crowd of citizens 
surged into the courtroom 
behind him, satisfied to 
stand while the court 
proceeded with the work 
at hand.

Attorney C. H. B. Floyd 
soon appeared with his 
client, Mr. John G. Ruge, 

who was charged in an 
affidavit made by Mr. C. I. 
Henry with having used 
unbecoming language 
to the complainant in a 
public place, to wit, the 
post office.

Mr. R. Don McLeod, 
Jr., represented the 
complainant. After 
the attorneys held a 
short conference in the 
adjoining room, Mr. 
McLeod made out a new 
affidavit and presented it 
to his client, Mr. Henry, 
for his signature, this 
proceeding finished, the 
attorneys announced 
ready for trial and 
Marshall Murphy opened 
the court with the usual 
proclamation.

The city’s witnesses 
were sworn by Mr. 
McLeod. Mr. Floyd 
objected on the ground 
that the mayor was 
the proper person 
to administer the 
oath. Yielding to the 
objection, Mr. Teague 
then administered the 
oath. Mr. Floyd then 
asked that witnesses be 
placed under the rule. No 
objection being offered, 
the witnesses, with the 
exception of Mr. Henry, 
were requested to retire 
and not to talk about the 
case amongst themselves 
or to other parties. 

Mr. Henry’s statement 

in effect was that Mr. Ruge 
came to the post office 
Tuesday morning for his 
mail, and that he found 
one or more letters in his 
lock box had been opened. 
Mr. Ruge entered the post 
office proper where Mr. 
Henry keeps his desk and 
in a loud and insulting 
voice upbraided Mr. Henry 
on account of the opened 
letters that he found in his 
lock box. The witnesses 
stated that he told Mr. 
Ruge that he had just 
returned from his vacation 
and that he did not know 
who opened his letters. 
The witness also swore 
that Mr. Ruge was angry 
and that he used “cuss” 
words. 

Mr. Henry admitted 
that later Mr. Ruge 
returned to the post office 
and apologized; that he 
had found out that his 
employee, Mr. Prell, 
had opened the letters 
referred to. Mr. Henry said 
that he refused to accept 
any apologies and told 
Mr. Ruge that he would 
have him arrested. Mr. 
Chas. Schoene, assistant 
postmaster, said that the 
language of Mr. Ruge was 
loud, angry and insulting; 
that it was loud enough 
to be heard for some 
distance. Mr. Duggar 
testified that he heard only 
a few words. Mr. Cotter 

heard only a few words.
The city rested and Mr. 

Ruge took the stand in his 
own defense. He swore 
that the language used 
was “you must take me for 
a “dam fool;” that he did 
not call Mr. Henry a “dam 
Fool.” 

At the conclusion of 
the testimony, after a 
little preliminary sparring 
by the attorneys Mr. 
Floyd opened for the 
defense. Those who 
expected pyrotechnics 
were disappointed. On 
the contrary, Mr. Floyd’s 
argument was delivered 
in a conversational 
tone without a thrill or 
furbelow, and lasted for 
about ten minutes.

Mr. McLeod followed 
with a ten-minute talk 
for the prosecution. He 
caused a ripple through 
the audience by quoting 
a remark made by Judge 
Quinn, who said that he 
was d--- tired of public 
insults and private 
apologies.

At the conclusion of 
Mr. McLeod’s talk, Mayor 
Teague announced that he 
would fine the defendant 
$6.00 and the costs of 
prosecution. In the default 
of payment to be confined 
in the city jail for fifteen 
days.

And the crowd filed out 
of the courtroom.

SPecial tO the tiMeS

This photo of the Carrabelle Literary Society, circa 1900, has been enhanced by Sharon Johnson using 
Abobe Photoshop. Do you recognize anyone in the picture? Can you match a face to an old family photo?
These would have probably have been folks from the early families of Yent, Pickett, Kelley, Gray, Kilburn 
and such. There are copies of the photo on display at the Carrabelle Branch of the Franklin County Library 
and the Carrabelle History Museum for people to see as well. If you recognize anyone, contact the 
Carrabelle History Museum at 697-2141.

Who called whom a ‘dam fool’?

Death of a  
14-year-old wife
She tramped over the 

country as his wife - He has 
a wife and child in Alabama

Tuesday of this week a 
little girl age 14, supposed 
to be the wife of Malone 
Pinkard, who was recently 
taken to Calhoun County to 
finish serving a sentence 
of imprisonment, died 
at the boarding house 
of Mrs. Summerford on 
Water Street. Her death 
was caused from fever. 
Learning of the pitiful 
case, several ladies of 
Apalachicola attended the 
funeral and took quantities 
of flowers, which were used 
in decorating the grave in 
Magnolia Cemetery.

The name was Idella 
Mosely. She was originally 
of Tennessee, but more 
recently of Elmore, 
Ala., where her father, 
stepmother, sister and 
two brothers reside. While 
living at Elmore, she met 
Malone Pinkard, and he 
persuaded her to run 
away with him and marry 
him. After the marriage, 
Pinkard told his young wife 
that he had a lot of money 
at Tallahassee, Fla., and 
that it was necessary for 
him to go and get it. The 
man and the girl set out 
on a tramp through the 
country, making their way 
to Tallahassee. Arriving 
at Tallahassee, Pinkard 
informed the girl that the 
money was at Carrabelle, 
and they began their tramp 
over the railroad track. The 
girl told Mrs. Summerford 
that at times she was faint 
from hunger, tired in body 
and soul. Her feet were 
blistered from the hot 
sands, and the few clothes 
she wore were in rags.

Idella Mosely said 
that on July 13, 1913, she 
married Malone Pinkard 
at Raymond, Ala. She 
died thirteen months 
after the marriage. 
On May 14, the couple 
reached Apalachicola and 
sought a home with Mrs. 
Summerford, who gave the 
child a motherly sympathy 
and love. She told Mrs. 
Summerford of her many 
trials with Pinkard, and 
she carried to the day of 
her death injuries received 
at his hands.

A few days before her 
death, an officer came 
to Apalachicola and 
arrested Pinkard and took 
him to Dalkieth, Fla., to 
finish serving a sentence 
imposed on him by the 
court. The officer told the 
child that Pinkard had a 
living wife and child, and 
this was the first she knew 
that he was a married man. 
The real wife and child also 
visited Apalachicola and 
confirmed the story of the 
man’s depravity. The news 
was a terrible blow to the 
child and this aggravated 
her mental trouble and she 
soon sickened and died.

The father is a poor 
man, with a decrepit son on 
his hands to support. His 
wages earned at a sawmill 
barely give him enough 
money to feed himself and 
family. He received a letter 
from Apalachicola telling 
about his daughter, and 
he promised to send her 
enough money to bring her 
to him, but the dimes he 
could save were very few, 
and the pile grew so slowly 
it has not reached the point 
where it would have paid 
the passage home.

the Five hundred club
Delightfully entertained 

Thursday Afternoon by 
Miss Ouida Ingram

The Five Hundred 
Club was delightfully 
entertained Thursday 
evening by Miss Ouida 
Ingman. There were 

present Mesdames Emory 
Spear, Will T. Wing, Misses 
Rosalee Flatauer, Miriam 
Marks, Genevieve Pierce, 
Cadene Montgomery, 
Genevieve Smith, Marion 
Wakefield, May Spear, Inez 
Johnston. The guests were 
Misses Martha Stovall, 
Marie Buzzett, Lizzie 
Long, Minnie Witherspoon, 
Mrs. P. H. Ploeger.

To the surprise of the 
club, Mr. Louis Long 
served refreshments, 
wearing a boudoir cap 
and embroidered apron. A 
delicious salad course was 
served for the first course 
and iced tea with cherries 
and pineapple cake for the 
second course.

Misses Miriam Marks 
and Marion Wakefield 
cut for the high prize, the 
former winning a sterling 
silver nail buffer. Miss 
Genevieve Smith won the 
booby--a hat broom.

Don’t forget  
Oyster Day

Every year about the 
time of the autumnal 
equinox, the oysters 
in Apalachicola Bay 
commence to open. From 
that time until May, things 
are lively down at the 
mouth of the Apalachicola 
River.

“The opening of the 
oysters is a signal for the 
city of Apalachicola to 
open up. Accordingly, the 
gates of the town are taken 
off their hinges, and the 
citizens open their pocket 
books, the Apalachicola, 
Chattahoochee, the Flint 
and the Chipola open their 
flood gates, the railroads 
put on more coaches and 
open wide the throttles of 
the locomotives that are 
to pull the buyers to town, 
and the oysters and the 
people open their hearts to 
the visitors and the latch 
string on every house in 
town is tied to the front 
gate.

On August 25, the 
Apalachicola oyster 
dealers met with the 
Chamber of Commerce 
in the latter’s rooms for 
the purpose of discussing 
and formulating plans for 
inviting all oyster dealers 
who reside in Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida 
to visit Apalachicola on 
September 22, 23 and 
24 to arrange for their 
entertainment while 
here. Hon. S. E. Teague 
was elected temporary 
president and W. P. Dodd 
temporary secretary of the 
meeting.

Mr. R. R. Rice explained 
in detail the plan of 
inviting and entertaining 
the oyster dealers to visit 
Apalachicola to assist in 
their entertainment while 
here.

Mr. T. M. True, General 
Freight Agent for the 
Apalachicola Northern 
Railway was present and 
assured the meeting that 
he would use his best 
efforts to get reduced 
rates to Apalachicola on 
this occasion, and felt sure 
that he would succeed in 
getting satisfactory rates. 

Services at  
trinity church

Special Service at 
the Episcopal Church 
on Sunday evening in 
the interest of Peace 
Intercession to Almighty 
God that the war in Europe 
may stop and peace be 
restored.

Every Christian should 
be present at one of the 
services on that day. It is 
not only their privilege but 
their duty. 

Come and help with 
your presence.

Thomas J. Purdue, 
Pastor

DO yOu recOgnize a literary anceStOr?

Sad death of a 
wronged child

FlOriDa MeMOry PrOJect

John G. Ruge
FlOriDa MeMOry PrOJect

R. Don McLeod
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Budget Summary
Franklin County Board oF County CommiSSionerS

FiSCal year 2014-2015
The proposed operaTing budgeT expendiTures of franklin counTy board of counTy commissioners

are 7.6% more Than lasT year's ToTal operaTing expendiTures.

cash balances broughT forward
esTimaTed revenues:
Taxes: millage per $1,000

Ad Valorem 6.4296
Local Otion, Use & Fuel Taxes
Communications Service Tax

Permits, Fees and Special Assessments
Intergovernmental Revenue
Charges for Services
Judgements and Fines
Miscellaneous Revenue
ToTal revenues

less 5%
Transfers From Other Funds
ToTal esTimaTed revenues

and balances

esTimaTed expendiTures
General Government Services
Public Safety
Physical Environment
Transportation
Economic Environment
Human Services
Culture & Recreation
Court Related
Capital Outlay
Debt Service
Transfer to Other Funds
ToTal expendiTures/expenses
Reserve for Contingency
ToTal appropriaTed expendiTures

Transfers and reserves

general
fund
1,838,000

5,066,346
0

51,576
131,305

1,715,971
105,250

0
70,234

7,140,682

(357,034)
137,000

8,758,648

3,982,756
414,184

1,087,363
0

77,497
678,472
538,408

0
34,792
36,400

860,321
7,710,193
1,048,455

8,758,648

special
revenue

9,659,174

5,545,537
2,845,289

0
598,051
7,471,169
799,976
6,000

110,949
17,376,971

(768,895)
418,441

26,685,691

3,500
6,479,141
560,000

4,890,696
1,139,732
174,732

1,221,021
279,051

5,613,338
126,715

3,949,556
24,437,482
2,248,209

26,685,691

debT
service

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

capiTal
projecTs

521,407

0
0
0
0

656,134
0
0

100
656,234

(32,812)
194,176

1,339,005

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1,339,005
0
0

1,339,005
0

1,339,005

enTerprise
fund

0

0
0
0
0

75,000
6,294,016

0
11,500

6,380,516

(315,276)
4,060,260

10,125,500

0
997,797

0
0
0

6,540,901
0
0

2,586,802
0
0

10,125,500
0

10,125,500

ToTal
12,018,581

10,611,883
2,845,289

51,576
729,356

9,918,274
7,199,242

6,000
192,783

31,554,403

(1,474,017)
4,809,877

46,908,844

3,986,256
7,891,122
1,647,363
4,890,696
1,217,229
7,394,105
1,759,429
279,051

9,573,937
163,115

4,809,877
43,612,180
3,296,664

46,908,844

The TenTaTive, adopTed, and/or final budgeTs are on file in The office of The above
menTioned Taxing auThoriTy as a public record
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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
The FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS has

tentatively adopted a budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015.

A public hearing to make a FINAL DECISION on the budget AND TAXES

will be held on

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2014

5:15 PM

at

FRANKLIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX

COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING ROOM

34 FORBES STREET

APALACHICOLA, FLORIDA
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Southerland touts WRRDA act
By LOIS SWOBODA

653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes
Lswoboda@starfl.com

District 2 Congressman 
Steve Southerland said Con-
gress might finally take a 
hand in ending the water 
wars between Alabama, 
Florida and Georgia.

On Sept. 2, District 2  
Congressman Steve South-
erland made an impromptu 
visit to the county commis-
sion meeting to discuss the 
recently passed Water Re-
sources Reform and Devel-
opment Act.

According to literature 
produced by the Congres-
sional Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, 
“Through WRRDA, Con-
gress au-
thorizes the 
key mis-
sions of the 
U. S. Army 
Corps of 
Engineers, 
including 
developing, 
maintain-
ing, and 
supporting 
the Nation’s economically vi-
tal waterway infrastructure 
and supporting effective and 
targeted flood protection and 
environmental restoration 
needs. WRRDA also pro-
vides Congress the opportu-
nity to make much-needed 
policy reforms, strengthen 
oversight, cut red tape, re-
duce bureaucracy, and open 
the door to innovation and 
stronger partnerships that 
will improve infrastructure 
development.” 

The first WRRDA was 
passed by Congress in 1986. 
Since then, it has been re-
viewed and reauthorized 
every seven years. WRRDA 
was last revised in 2007.

Southerland told commis-
sioners a number of reforms 
in the current WRRDA are 
worth noting. For one thing, 
he said, WRRDA will now be  
reviewed every two years to 
allow adjustments for “natu-
ral changes” like hurricanes.

Perhaps most significant 
for Franklin County is the 
fact that in the 2014 WRRDA 
Congress has granted itself 

the power 
to intervene 
in the water 
wars.

Souther-
land said the 
new law ex-
presses, “a 
desire that the 
states work 
their will and 
come to an 

agreement. However, if, as is 
the case over the last several 
decades and they are un-
able to do that, if they do not 
reach that agreement, Con-
gress should get involved. 
Congress has not had that 
authority based on existing 
law. It was never said Con-
gress would weigh in on this 
issue.”

He said Franklin County  
has been ground zero for the 
Apalachicola, Chattahoochee 
and Flint (ACF) water wars 
for many years.

“Up to this point, the 
Corps, in our opinion, has not 
taken in to consideration, as 
they should, challenges and 
downstream considerations 

as a result of restricted wa-
ter flows,” Southerland said. 
“If Congress oversees the 
Corps we should be able to 
step in and exercise its au-
thority over an agency that 
we believe is misinterpret-
ing the water laws. We know 
what it means to shellfishing 
here.”

Southerland said he felt 
it was important to inform 
Franklin County commu-
nity leaders about the sig-
nificance of the change in 
Congressional oversight. He 
said supporters of the new 
WRRDA are moving forward 
with multiple plans for reso-
lution of current conflicts in 
spite of the fact Georgia and 
Florida are once again em-
broiled in a lawsuit over wa-
ter distribution.

All 27 members of Flor-
ida’s legislative delegation 
have joined in a biparti-
san effort to support fairer 
water distribution, he said.

Southerland said WRD-
DA would have enormous 
economic implications for 
the state as a whole. He 
said Florida’s ports must be 
ready for the reopening of 
the Panama Canal in 2015. 
The canal is currently closed 
for an upgrade. 

To prepare for increased 
traffic from the canal, South-
erland said, WRRDA 2014 
gives the Corps authority to 
dredge harbors, where it is 
needed, and preserves the 
Harbor Maintenance Trust 

Fund to provide funding. He 
said, in the past, the trust fund 
was used as a slush fund and 
much of the money was side-
tracked to projects for which 
it was not intended. He said 
Florida would receive 25 per-
cent of the funds earmarked 
for dredging projects.

“Florida is the 14th larg-
est economy in the world and 
the gateway to Central and 
South America,” he said. 

He called Gulf, Wakulla 
and Franklin counties are 
symbiotic partners and said 
the upgrade of the deepwater 
harbor in Port St. Joe is im-
portant to all three counties.

In an article published in 
May, Mark Szakonyi, senior 
editor of the Journal of Com-
merce, said that funding for 
harbor upgrades promised 
by WRRDA might not be 
delivered.

“Congressional appropri-
ators, or those with the purse 
strings, aren’t bound to follow 

the guidance set forth by the 
Water Resources Reform and  
Development Act,” he wrote. 
“Just because Congress 
promises to send hundreds 
of millions of dollars more 
annually to U.S. ports and 
more fairly distribute the 
funding doesn’t mean it’s go-
ing to happen.

“The bill sets targets for 
reforming the Harbor Main-
tenance Trust Fund so that 
all the money will go back to 
ports by fiscal 2025, but there 
is no mandate or trigger to 
force Congress to back up 
its goals with dollars, said 
Paul Bea, principal of mari-
time consultant PHB Public 
Affairs. 

“Currently, only half of the 
$1.8 billion collected in harbor 
maintenance taxes — a 0.125 
percent levy of the value of 
imported cargo — goes back 
to ports, with the rest being 
used to plug federal budget 
holes,” Bea said.

During the question por-
tion of Southerland’s pre-
sentation, Commissioner  
Pinki Jackel brought up 
the topic of the Eastpoint 
Channel.

She thanked Southerland 
for help in obtaining the nec-
essary permits to dredge 
the channel and asked when 
funds to do the work might 
become available. She said 
the county has now been in 
possession of the permits for 
two years.

Chair Cheryl Sanders 
said $2 million had been 
earmarked for the proj-
ect, in 2005, but, when Ka-
trina devastated the Gulf  
Coast to the west, federal 
funding for Franklin County 
had been sidetracked to 
Louisiana.

“We believe $2 million 
is owed to Franklin County 
congressionally,” Jackel said. 
“The promise to return (the 
earmarked money) has not 
been kept.”

Southerland thanked the 
commissioners for bringing 
the subject to his attention 
but promised no specific 
timeline.

“The Corps is very aware 
of this issue and they are 
aware of the irritation this 
member of Congress feels 
on this issue,” he said. “I feel 
the Corps wants to make this 
right and understands the 
economic significance of that 
dredge. Your inconvenience 
is noted. We will continue to 
push”

Following his presenta-
tion, Southerland accom-
panied Shannon Hartsfield, 
president of the Franklin 
County Seafood Workers As-
sociation, to Eastpoint where 
he traveled by boat to the 
oyster bars for a fact-finding 
session about the state of the 
bay.

Steve Southerland

Beshears receives League of 
Cities award in Monticello

Special to the Times

State Representative Halsey  
Beshears was presented the Flori-
da League of Cities’ 2014 Legislative  
Appreciation Award at the Monticello 
City Council meeting last month by Ryan 
Matthews of the League’s advocacy 
team. 

Matthews on Aug. 5 spoke of  
Beshears steadfast support of small  
cities within House District 7  
saying, “He’s passionate about  
small communities and local 
governments.” 

The Legislative Appreciation Award 
recipients are “legislators who work 
closely with the League’s advocacy team 
and demonstrate strong and consistent 
support of municipal home rule issues,” 
said Florida League of Cities legislative 
director Scott Dudley. 

The League of Cities’ legislative 
agenda this past session included the  
protection of home rule powers and 
the prestigious award was present-
ed to the freshman legislator for his  
consistent efforts to protect the home 
rule powers during the 2014 regular 
session. 

“On behalf of Florida’s 410 cit-
ies and the thousands of municipal  

officials, elected and unelected, the 
Florida League of Cities is happy to rec-
ognize Representative Beshears for his 
support,” Dudley said. 

“He has been a great partner 
to rally support for League posi-
tions. It is clear that he believes 
that the level of government closest  
to the people should make the deci-
sions that affect the quality of life of the  
citizens they have been elected to rep-
resent. We owe him a great deal of 
thanks.” 

Special to the timeS

Halsey Beshears, left, and Ryan 
Matthews.

Southerland said the new law expresses, “a 
desire that the states work their will and come to 

an agreement. However, if, as is the case over the 
last several decades and they are unable to do 

that, if they do not reach that agreement, Congress 
should get involved. Congress has not had that 

authority based on existing law. It was never said 
Congress would weigh in on this issue.”



From staff reports

Friends to gather  
for ‘Bill’ Kollar

A gathering of friends 
is planned for William B. 
“Bill” Kollar, who passed 
away Aug. 28 at age 52.

Friends and family 
are invited to meet from 
2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
14, at the home of Susan 
Bassett, 1423 Evodia St. 
in the Plantation on St. 
George Island. Dress 
is casual, children are 
most welcomed and light 
refreshments will be 
served.

At the Plantation 
security gate, mention 
you are going to Susan 
Bassett’s for the Kollar 
gathering. Evodia is the 
fifth street on the right, 
and the Bassett home is 
the third on the left.

If you would like to 
help, call Terry Kemp at 
653-6089.

Delegation hearing 
Sept. 29 in 
Apalachicola

The Franklin 
County state legislative 
delegation will host 
a public hearing at 7 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 
29, in Apalachicola at 
the Franklin County 
Courthouse Annex, 37 
Forbes St., Apalachicola.

All residents and 

elected officials are 
invited to attend. 

This hearing will  
allow residents the 
opportunity to meet  
their state legislators,  
discuss concerns, ask 
questions and offer 
comments for the 
upcoming 2015 legislative 
session.

For more information, 
call Marcia Mathis at 
487-5003 or send an email 
to Marcia at mathis.
marcia@flsenate.gov.

Weems satisfaction 
report for July

Based on exit polling, 98 
percent of the people who 
visited Weems Memorial 
Hospital’s emergency 
room during the month of 
July were satisfied with 
the treatment they receive.

Patients cited the 
convenient location, 
friendliness and 
promptness of the staff and 
cleanliness of the facility 
as reasons why their 

experience was positive.
Some criticisms that 

surfaced in the polling  
was that the hospital 
offered limited television 
choices and poor 
reception, poor food quality 
and poor lighting in the 
rooms. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
those who voted for me for School Board District 2 in
our recent election. I was completely overwhelmed by
all of your support and confidence in me to do what's
in the best interest of our teachers, staff, students, &
parents and to move our district forward toward the
path of excellency.

I would like to give a special thank you to the
individuals who endorsed me and to my very hard
working election volunteers. Without you, this would
not have been possible.

I also would like to applaud my fellow candidates for a
job well done.

During the next four years as a school board member,
I look forward to hearing from you and listening to your
concerns and working with you to better our school
system.

So once again, thank you for all your support!
Go Seahawks!!!!

Sincerely,
Pamela Marshall

Arrest RepoRt
The following report is 

provided by the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 
Arrests listed were 
made by officers from 
the Apalachicola Police 
Department, Carrabelle 
Police Department, 
Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Florida 
Highway Patrol and the 
Franklin County Sheriff ’s 
Office. All defendants are 
to be considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

Aug. 29
Kayla Rogers, 32, 

Apalachicola, sale of a 
controlled substance 
within 1,000 feet of public 
housing (FCSO)

Aug. 31
Lacy Campbell, 34, 

Carrabelle, driving while 
license suspended or 
revoked (CPD)

James Yon, 48, 
Eastpoint, trespass on 
property after warning 
(FCSO)

Sept. 1
Kevin Griffith, 28, 

Minot, North Dakota, 
domestic battery (CPD)

Cory Lee, 22, 
Carrabelle, disorderly 
intoxication (FCSO)

Sept. 2
Robert S. Parks, 31, 

Apalachicola, possession 
of a controlled substance 
(FCSO)

George F. Cargill, 
43, Apalachicola, felony 
driving while license 
suspended or revoked, 
and violation of probation 
(FCSO)

Sept. 3
Edward V. Keil, 22, 

Eastpoint, reckless 
driving, and no valid 
drivers license (FCSO)

Christopher A. West, 
23, Eastpoint, two counts 
of burglary of a structure 
(FCSO)

Linda J. Tucker, 54, 
Eastpoint, felony violation 
of probation (FCSO)

Lenanya Q. Morris, 
22, Apalachicola, felony 
violation of probation 
(APD)

Gerald H. Kent, Jr., 41, 
Apalachicola, battery by 
an inmate (FCSO)

Nathaniel W. Lee,  
25, Apalachicola,  
burglary or attempted 
burglary of a structure 
(FCSO)

Melinda L. Tipton, 
42, Interlachen, felony 
violation of probation 
(FCSO)

Sept. 4
Kayla Osburn, 22, 

Apalachicola, battery 
(FCSO)

Nathaniel A. Wilbanks, 
25, Greenville, possession 
of a controlled substance 
(FCSO)

Thomas Juan, 27, 
Apalachicola, violation of 
probation (FCSO)

Eric A. Tatum, 34, 
Carrabelle, battery 
(FCSO)

Robert C. Buffkin, 
50, Carrabelle, boating 
under the influence, and 
withholding child support 
(FWC)

Sept. 6
Jeremy T. Stanley, 27, 

Apalachicola, domestic 
battery (APD)

Sept. 7
Mark A. Williams,  

35, Apalachicola, DUI 
(APD) 

LoIS SWoBoDA | The Times

A view last week of the house where the fire occurred.

Woman perishes in Carrabelle fire
By LOIS SWOBODA

653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes
Lswoboda@starfl.com

One woman was killed 
in a house fire in Carrabelle 
last month.

Police Chief Craig 
Kincaid said his office 
received a 911 call at  
1:07 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26, 
reporting a fire at 304 West 
13th St.

Officer Amber Cardwell, 

first on the scene, found 
the living room of the 
house engulfed in flames 
and smoke pouring from 
the windows.

Minutes later, Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Kevin Shuman 
arrived. The two poured 
in water through the  
windows and Cardwell 
kicked in the front door 
but smoke was too thick to 
allow entry.

Kincaid arrived, and the 

three were informed 71-
year-old Julia Thompson 
was probably in the house. 
The Carrabelle, Lanark 
Village and Eastpoint 
volunteer fire departments 
all responded and the 
flames were extinguished 
in about 35 minutes.

Kincaid said the fire 
apparently started on the 
couch in the living room 
and may have been related 
to tobacco use.

He said, based on result 
of a medical investigation, 
Thompson died of smoke 
inhalation. Her adult son, 
Vernon Thompson Jr., who 
also lived in the house, 
was at work when the fire 
occurred.

Kincaid said the blaze 
is under investigation by 
the State Fire Marshall’s  
office, with investigator 
Christina Reese leading 
the inquiry.

News BRIeFS

Video equipment 
damaged at Camp 
Gordon Johnston

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes

Lswoboda@starfl.com

Movie presentations 
are indefinitely suspended 
at the Camp Gordon John-
ston Museum in Carrabelle 
because of a roof leak this 
week. 

Camp Gordon John-
ston Association President 
Tony Minichiello said water 
poured into the projection 
room on Wednesday damag-
ing the flat screen television 
and Blu-ray player used to 
present classic films. He 
said about $3000 worth of 
equipment was destroyed.

Carrabelle City Admin-
istrator Courtney Millender 
said the city’s insurance 
should cover the loss.

Minichiello said the 
museum collection has in-
creased dramatically since 
it acquired space in the Car-
rabelle Municipal Center 
five years ago. He urged 
history buffs to come and 
view the new exhibits in the 
Carrabelle Municipal Com-
plex, 1001 Gray Ave.

The Camp Gordon John-

ston Association is seeking 
to build its own building on 
property near Carrabelle 
Beach where training ex-
ercises for the World War II 
camp took place. To learn 
more or donate to the build-
ing fund go to www.camp-
gordonjohnston.com.

You can learn more 
about the Camp Gordon 
Johnston World War II Mu-
seum and download direc-
tions at www.CampGordon-
Johnston.com. 

Email the associa-
tion at campgordonjohn-
ston@fairpoint.net or call 
697-8575.
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Pet of the Week!

We have 3 white kittens and their gorgeous
mother available for adoption. They won't

be released for another month as they aren't
weaned yet but you can adopt them now
and take them home when they have been
spayed and neutered at 2 months. There is
1 male and 2 females still available and of

course mama needs a home as well. Come
to the shelter to meet CRYSTAL and her

beautiful babies!

Volunteers are desperately needed to
socialize all of our dogs and cats. We are

always looking for people willing to bring one
of our animals into their home to be fostered
for various needs. Anytime you can spare

would be greatly appreciated.

Call Karen at 670-8417 for more details or
visit the Franklin County Humane Society at
244 State Road 65 in Eastpoint. You may
logon to the website at www.forgottenpets.

org to see more of our adoptable pets.
4518851
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Public Notice
Notice of iNteNt to coNsider

adoPtioN of a couNty ordiNaNce
Notice is given that on the 16th day of September,
2014 at 11:00 a.m. (ET), in the courtroom at the
Courthouse Annex, located at 34 Forbes Street,
Apalachicola, Florida, the Franklin County
Board of County Commissioners shall conduct
a public hearing to consider adopting a county
ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AND
IMPOSING AN ADDITIONAL TWO
CENT TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX;
PROVIDINGFORUSEOFTHETOURIST
DEVELOPMENT TAX; PROVIDINGFOR
VOTER APPROVAL; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

The public is invited to attend the public hearing.
Those persons who desire to speak regarding the
adoption of the ordinance may appear at the
hearing and shall be heard.

The proposed ordinance is on file with, and may
be viewed at, the office of the Clerk of Court at
the Franklin County Courthouse, which is located
at 33 Market Street, Apalachicola, Florida.

The meeting room is handicap accessible;
however, those persons who may require special
assistance to attend the public meeting must make
arrangements in advance by calling deputy clerk
Michael Moron at 850-653-8161, x100 at least two
business days in advance of the meeting.

Any person who may desire to challenge
the outcome of the meeting is responsible for
recording a verbatim transcript of the meeting.

Al-Anon Family Groups
Al-Anon Family Group has but one purpose, to help 

families and friends of alcoholics. If you are concerned 
with someone else’s drinking, the Al-Anon program can 
help you.

TUESDAY
Apalachicola, Trinity Episcopal Church, Benedict 

Hall, 79 Sixth St. 
6 to 7 p.m. Open Discussion

FRIDAY
Carrabelle, Church of the Ascension, 110 NE First 

Street
6 to 7 p.m. Open Discussion

AA meeting schedule
The following is the updated schedule for Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) meetings in Apalachicola, Carrabelle, 
Eastpoint, and the St. George Island areas. For more 
information, call the Hotline at 653-2000.

MONDAY
Apalachicola, Trinity Episcopal Church, 79 Sixth St.
7:30-8:30 p.m. Closed Discussion

TUESDAY
Apalachicola, Trinity Episcopal Church
Noon- 1 p.m. Open Discussion

Carrabelle, Church of the Ascension, 110 NE First St.
7:30-8:30 p.m. Big Book/12&12, Open

WEDNESDAY
Apalachicola, Trinity Episcopal Church
6-7 p.m. Women’s AA, Closed
7:30-8:30 p.m. Men’s AA, Closed

THURSDAY
Apalachicola, Trinity Episcopal Church
Noon-1 p.m. Open Discussion

St. George Island United Methodist, 201 E Gulf Beach 
Drive

7:30-8:30 p.m. Open Discussion.

FRIDAY
Apalachicola, Trinity Episcopal Church
5:30-6:30 p.m. Open Discussion

Carrabelle, Church of the Ascension
7:30-8:30 p.m. Open Discussion

SATURDAY
Alligator Point Mission By The Sea
5:30-6:30 p.m. Discussion Group

Eastpoint First United Methodist Church, 317 Patton 
Drive

7:30-8:30 p.m. AA Speakers Meeting, Open

SUNDAY
Eastpoint First United Methodist Church
7:30-8:30 p.m. AA Big Book Study, Open

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I 
cannot change,

The courage to change the things I can,
And the wisdom to know the difference

AA MEETINGS

Sizzler benefi ts homeless pets
Special to the Times

Bob Landiss, chairman of 
the 2014 Sizzler Committee, at 
left, presents a check for $12,000 
to Susan Kearney, president of 
the Franklin County Humane 
Society. Also shown, clockwise 

from left, are committee members 
Amy Hodson, Barbara Iman, 
Shane Kelly (representing 
Harry A’s which catered the 
post-race party), Hobson Fulmer, 
Pete Ritch and Rosie the Rescue 
Dog. 

This presentation was made 

possible by the success of the August 
9 St. George Island Sizzler 5K Race 
and One-Mile Fun Run. 

Thanks to the 300 runners and 
party attendees, sponsors and 
volunteers, the homeless dogs and 
cats in Franklin County can continue 
to receive help. 

Calling all singers 
and songwriters

From staff reports

You can make the Crooked River Lighthouse legendary. 
Write an original song about the lighthouse.

The Carrabelle Lighthouse Association is offering a 
$200 cash prize plus a coastal holiday package for the best 
song written about our local maritime heritage. The name 
“Crooked River Lighthouse” must be distinctly heard in the 
song. Franklin County’s colorful history of the Forgotten 
Coast is full of fascinating true stories that easily can spark 
the creation of lyrics — hurricanes and fallen lighthouses, 
shipwrecks and survivors.

Guidelines are that the song is limited to no more than four 
minutes, and must refl ect our local maritime heritage of the 
North Florida Gulf Coast (and include “Crooked River Light-
house” in the lyrics).

Send the $10 entry fee, along with your name, telephone 
number, email address, a lyrics sheet and a good quality MP3 
format recording of your song on CD (no videos) to Carrabelle 
Lighthouse Association, Box 373, Carrabelle, FL 32322.

Or bring your entry materials, between noon to 5 p.m. 
Thursday through Sunday to the lighthouse, 1975 U.S. High-
way 98 West, Carrabelle Beach, FL 32322.

Delivery deadline is Saturday, Oct. 4. The songwriter retains 
all rights to the song, after giving Crooked River Lighthouse 
full permission to use it, always with full credit to author.

Top-ranking songs will be featured, and the winner will be 
announced, at the lighthouse’s annual birthday celebration 
Lantern Fest, on Saturday, Oct. 25. You may even get air time 
on WOYS Oyster Radio.

Visit our museum and become inspired. Call 697-
2732 for museum information or visit www.crookedriver
lighthouse.org.

DAVID ADLERSTEIN |The Times

Clerk of Courts Marcia Johnson smiles as 
she takes a bucket of ice water from Deputy 
Clerk Nedra Jefferson Friday on the courthouse 
steps. Johnson was taking the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge from Terry Tipton in the property 
appraiser’s offi ce and John Crawford, clerk of 
courts in Nassau County. 

“I stand outside the courthouse in beautiful, 
historic Apalachicola to fulfi ll this challenge and 
bring awareness of this very worthy cause,” she 
said before taking the plunge. “I continue and 
forward my friend John Crawford’s challenge to 
my fellow court clerks throughout Florida.”

Johnson said a donation will be made to the 
ALS Association.

Like us on

THE APALACHICOLA TIMES

COOLING OFF
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Hope to see you at 
lunch this afternoon. 
Yes, we’re back on a 
weekly schedule at the 
Franklin County 
Senior Citizens 
Center. Just follow 
the traffic up 
Tallahassee Street 
to Avenue F. Turn 
left, one block and 
you’re there. Sarge 
and his helpers will 
have a good meal 
ready for you, and 
your donation of $5 will 
be collected at the desk 
just inside Joe and Rose 
Lindsay Hall. Chow line 
forms at noon. Enjoy!

Stop by Chillas Hall and 
enjoy the coffee with your 
friends and neighbors from 
9 to 11 a.m. This is our 
season opening, and we 
will have coffee Monday 
through Friday during the 
season. Coffee is 30 cents, 
and there just might be 
something to go along 
with it. On Thursdays, 
the coffee is free. The 
gentleman from the 

Veterans Administration 
will be there to answer any 
of your questions. Hope to 
see you there.

Oh, yes we do. 
Every Friday night 
is hamburger and 
chip night at Camp 
Gordon Johnston 
American Legion 
Post 82, and 
Sunday is pizza. 
No smoking in 
the lounge, either 
night, until after 

8 p.m. Hamburgers and 
chips require a donation 
of $6 and orders are taken 
after 6 p.m. Pizza by the 
slice takes a donation of $1. 
Whole pizza is $8 and pizza 
on the run is $10. Orders 
taken after 5 p.m. To order 
by phone, dial 697-9998. 
Yum! Yum!

Start your Saturday 
morning off with a full 
breakfast on Saturday, 
Sept. 13, at the Lanark 
Village Boat Club. 
Pancakes or French toast, 
bacon or sausage, eggs, 
grits, coffee and juice — all 

that for a donation of $5. 
Can’t beat that with a 
stick!

After church on 
Sunday, Sept. 21, join us 
at Chillas Hall for our 
monthly covered dish. All 
you need to bring is your 
growling stomach. The 
lunch will be provided by 
County Commissioner 
Cheryl Sanders. Enjoy 
the lunch and visit with 
Cheryl. Serving begins at 
1 p.m.

There are still a 
couple of people who 
insist on parking in the 
southbound lane just in 

front of the post office. 
As a matter of fact, just 
the other day, there was 
a woman parked there 
and her car was headed 
north. What’s up with 
that? 

Be kind to one 
another, check in on the 
sick and housebound 
and remember to take 
a moment and pray for 
those who lost their lives 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

Until next time, God 
bless America, our 
troops, and the poor, 
the homeless and the 
hungry.

Chillas Hall coffee, weekly lunches resume

Lanark news
Jim Welsh

The United Methodist Churches
of Franklin County Welcome You

First United Methodist Church of Apalachicola
Worship Service 11:00 a.m. every Sunday

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
75 5th St. Apalachicola - 653-9530 - fumcapalach@gtcom.net

Pastor: Rev. Themo Patriotis

Carrabelle United Methodist Church
Worship Services 10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

“Celebrate Recovery” Mondays 7-9 p.m.
Healing service first Tuesday each month

102 NE Ave. B Carrabelle - 697-3672
Pastor: Julie Stephens

Eastpoint United Methodist Church
Worship Service 10:00 a.m. every Sunday

Prayer 9:15 a.m. Waffles & Wisdom 11:15 a.m.
Healing service every fourth Monday at 7:00 p.m.
317 Patton Dr. (corner of David St.) - 670-8825

Pastor: Rev. Beth White

St. George Island United Methodist Church
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour

201 E. Gulf Beach Dr. 927- 4635 www.sgiumc.org
Pastor: Rev. Themo Patriotis

Healing Service every first Fridays of the Month at 6:30 p.m.

Healing service first Tuesday each month-7 p.m.

Aaron Batey

9:00
Sunday Brunch 10 a.m.

Youth Group Tuesdays 6 p.m.

Pastor: Aaron Batey
317 Patton Dr. (corner of David St.)

Nursery now provided for Sunday Church Service

45
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16
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First Baptist Church
St. George Island

501 E. Bayshore Drive
927-2257

R. Michael Waley, Pastor
Join us as we praise and worship the living Christ.

“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise.” Psalm 145:3
Sunday Bible Study ................................................10:00am
Worship Praise ........................................................ 11:00am
Sunday Night ............................................................7:00pm
Wednesday - “Power Hour”......................................7:00pm
Wednesday - “Youth at S.P.L.A.S.H” .......................7:00pm

“Walking in Christ”

R. Michael Whaley, Pastor

4510164

First Pentecostal Holiness Church
379 Brownsville Road • Apalachicola

We’re excited about what God’s doing!!!

Sunday School 9:45 am

Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 am

Sunday Evening Service 6:00 pm

Monday, Youth Group 6:30 pm

Wednesday, Royal Rangers, G.A.P. 7:00 pm

Wednesday Worship & Word 7:30 pm

Nursery Provided during regular church services

7:00

7:00
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Church
of the

Ascension
101 NE First Street

Carrabelle
SUNDAY
10:00 AM

WELCOMES YOU

THE
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH

(850) 545-2578
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In recent weeks, the church I 
have the honor to serve as pastor 
made a decision to move our 
Sunday evening Bible study to 
an “as announced” status. This 
means that the church will not 

have a regularly 
scheduled service 
on Sunday evenings; 
we will celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper 
on Sunday evenings 
as announced, and 
the church will 
have some special 
services throughout 
the year on Sunday 
evenings. This 

move was motivated by a number 
of factors, but the most significant 
consideration is our desire to be 
more effective in ministry in the 
Franklin County community.

When I was in training for, and 
in my first decade of, pastoral 
ministry, it was not unusual 
for churches to host eight-day 
“revival meetings” and missionary 
conferences that ran from Sunday 
to Sunday with meetings every 
night in between. This was 
commonplace, and it never really 
occurred to me to do anything 
differently. 

Over time, however, these 
meetings became less well-
attended and correspondingly 
less effective. The factors that 
could contribute to this trend are 
not necessarily spiritual in their 
nature; in other words, less church 
attendance is not always because 
people are less committed to 
ministry and faith.

In fact, my experience has been 
that people are willing to become 
more engaged in ministry, but 
they are less interested in large 
group meetings than they were in 
the past. For example, our church 
members and regular attendees 
are very committed to ministry. We 
have an uncommon circumstance 
at our church, where approximately 
80 percent of our folks are directly 

engaged in ministry including 
music, evangelism, children’s 
services, transportation of people 
to church, Christian education and 
other opportunities for church-
related work. These efforts involve 
the investment of time and energy 
to the work of the ministry, and, of 
course, these resources are finite in 
their nature. 

Our Baptist Hymnal states:

O land of rest, for thee I sigh
When will the moment come
When I shall lay my armor by
And dwell in peace at home?
We’ll work till Jesus comes
And we’ll be gathered home!

Likewise, dedicated Christians 
of every denomination and spiritual 
viewpoint invest their lives in the 
spiritual work of the churches.

The lives of people in the modern 
world are very busy. We no longer 
live in a culture where most of our 
secular work is limited by weather, 
lighting conditions (thus we speak 
of “burning the candle at both 
ends!”), lack of transportation that 
enables long commutes to and 
from work, vacation spots, family 
gatherings, etc. 

The very opposite is true. Our 
lives are packed with devices 
that allow constant work. My 
situation is a great example of 
this phenomenon. I work as an 
attorney for the State of Florida, 
a professor of criminal justice 
for Liberty University and as a 
pastor; yet, because of modern 
technology, the availability of 
transportation for a daily commute 
and the support of my wife, children 
and church family, I am able to 
fulfill all of these responsibilities 
effectively. This pace is not unique 
to me in our church family and 
in our modern lives. It is the rule 
rather than the exception, but the 
result is that on Sunday evening, 
I am tired! Likewise, our most 
dedicated people are in need of rest, 
family time and the opportunity to 

depressurize from a busy week of 
work and church activity.

Reorganization of the church 
schedule and calendar is not 
necessarily an indication of less 
commitment of people who put 
forward a Christian world-view. 
My experience is that it allows 
more time for personal, one-on-one 
ministry, and it makes more energy 
available to invest for more effective 
means of ministry. I encourage 
more churches to consider adapting 
their ministry to changing cultural 
norms. The message of the church 
remains the same, but our methods 
of ministry must adapt. 

One last example demonstrates 
this principle. When I was younger, 
it was not unusual for me to take 
40 or 50 minutes to deliver a 
sermon. I seemed to be able to 
keep the attention of my hearers 
by infusing some humor and by 
using applicable illustrations. Over 
time, however, I came to realize 
that shorter sermons became 
more effective. I now speak for 
approximately 25 to 30 minutes, 
and the ideal message has about 
a three-minute introduction, three 
segments of about six minutes in 
length including a transition, and 
a two- or three-minute conclusion. 
I do this on purpose and without 
apology; this pattern mimics 
the average television show in 
length, timing of transitions and 
pace. I also use visual aids such 
as PowerPoint, video clips and 
other object lessons. This is not 
a compromise of the Christian 
message; it is, as Paul said, “I 
became all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some. And 
this I do for the gospel’s sake…” (1 
Corinthians 9:22, 23).

Churches must adapt to cultural 
change while holding the message 
of Jesus Christ in trust for the 
generations to come.

Homer I. McMillan II is pastor 
of Fellowship Baptist Church in 
Carrabelle.

High Calling takes part  
in sept. 21 ‘Back to  

Church sunday’
“Back to Church Sunday,” 

part of a national movement of 
churches across America, will be 
celebrated at High Calling Church, 
21 Island Drive in Eastpoint, at 10 
a.m. Sunday, Sept. 21. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

This initiative “Inviting America 
Back to Church” seeks to reach the 
“un-churched” and “de-churched,” 
people who have never attended 
church, or who once attended 

church but don’t anymore, and invite 
them to return on a special Sunday.

In 2013, a Gallup survey stated 
that 87 percent of people believe 
in God; however, only 27 percent of 
those surveyed attended church 
in the last seven 
days. Additionally, 
82 percent of people 
who don’t attend 
church say they 
would attend if 
invited by a friend, 
yet only 2 percent 
of Christians ever 
invite someone to 
church.

For Back to Church Sunday, High 
Calling Church will have a special 
service that features uplifting 
music, an encouraging message 
from the pastor, and lunch provided 
for all after the service. “We simply 

want to invite as 
many people as 
possible to know 
Jesus,” said Ron 
Crum Jr., lead pastor.

For more 
information, visit 
www.backtochurch.
com or www.
highcallingchurch.
org, or call 320-0409.

Bobby Ray McClendon, 
68, of Apalachicola died 
Sunday, Sept. 7, 2014, at 
home, after a lengthy 
illness. 

He was born in Jasper, 
Ala., to Pete and Bess 
McClendon and grew up 
on Cold Springs Mountain, 
in Cullman County, Ala.

He served in the U.S. 
Air Force and was a 
disabled Vietnam veteran. 
He was an alumnus of the 
University of Alabama and 
worked at the University 
of Alabama Medical 
Center for 26 years, 
following graduation.

He is survived by his 
wife of 44 years, Tanya 
Money McClendon; 
his son Bobby Ray 
McClendon, Jr. (Jamie) 
of Allen, Texas; and two 

grandchildren, Griffin and 
Ralee McClendon, also of 
Allen, Texas. 

He is also survived 
by three brothers-in-law, 
Butch Money (Julie), 
Wandal Money (Glenda) 
and Eddie Money 
(Lanay); and one sister-
in-law, Karen Money 
Caldwell (Donald).

Special thanks 
to “Aunt Bobbie” 
Hudspeth for staying 
with us and keeping our 
home running, to Big 
Bend Hospice, and to 
family and friends that 
supported us and held us 
up in prayer.

Memorization by 
cremation. Family 
memorial services held in 
Cold Spring Cemetery in 
Cold Springs, Ala.

Bobby ray McClendon

Please join 
us at C-Quarters 
Marina (upstairs), 
501 St. James 
Ave., Highway 
98, Carrabelle 
on Saturday, 
Sept. 20, at 3 p.m. 
for a memorial 
celebration of a 
special life.

Crystal’s life was 
full of people, adventures, 
love and laughter.

In lieu of 
flowers, the family 
asks that you 
consider monetary 
donations to 
Crystal’s children. 
The Centennial 
bank account to 
help is in the name 
of Nancy Johnson 
for Samantha and 
Mitchell Sand.

Forever in our Hearts, 
Forever in our Memories.

Crystal amanda sand
Nov. 26, 1977 – Aug. 26, 2014

CrystaL 
aManda 

sand

In memory 
of Alfred O’Neal 
Shuler, “Sonny,” 
80, of Panama 
City and formerly 
Apalachicola, 
who passed away 
peacefully on 
Tuesday, Sept. 2, 
2014, and is sadly 
missed by his 
family. 

He is survived by his 
loving sons, Jay Gordon 
Shuler and Thomas 
Michael Shuler. He is also 
survived by his seven 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

He was predeceased 
by his son, Alfred O’Neal 
Shuler, Jr.; his daughter, 
Mary Elizabeth Shuler; 
and his parents, Jay A. 
Shuler, Isabelle Shuler and 
Winnie Dodd Shuler.

Sonny was born and 
resided in Apalachicola the 
majority of his life. Sonny 
was a well-accomplished 
Apalachicola citizen, 
contributing his time 

and education as 
a local attorney. 
For 43 years, he 
served as the 
Franklin County 
Commission’s 
attorney. Sonny 
passed away in 
Panama City while 
a Franklin County 
Commission 
meeting was in 

mid-progress. 
He was a past member 

of the Apalachicola 
Rotary Club, as well as 
a past member of the 
Apalachicola Lodge 76 
F&AM. Sonny was also 
an active member of the 
First Baptist Church of 
Apalachicola.

The funeral service 
was at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Sept. 5, at the First Baptist 
Church of Apalachicola. 
Interment will be at the 
Magnolia Cemetery. All 
funeral arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Kelley Funeral Home in 
Apalachicola.

alfred O’neal shuler

aLfred 
O’neaL 
sHuLer

Obituaries

GuestBOOks
View obituaries and leave condolences at 

www.apalachtimes.com.

HOMer I. 
MCMILLan II

Special to the Times

Churches must adapt to modern culture

Faith BrIefs

Faith



121 W. Highway 98 • Port St. Joe | 877-216-9600
Monday - Thursday 7AM - 6PM (EST) | Friday - Saturday 7AM - 7PM (EST)

Sunday 7AM - 2PM (EST)

Lets go!
Summer is almost gone!

Shop our huge selection of beach wares,
chairs, and toys.

New arrivals daily of kayaks,
Paddleboards, and fishing gear.

www.shopbwo.com
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WEEKLYALMANAC

APALACHICOLA

CARRABELLE

TIDETABLESMONTHLYAVERAGES
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the
indicated times from these given for APALACHICOLA:

HIGH LOW
Cat Point Minus 0:40 Minus 1:17
East Pass Minus 0:27 Minus 0:27
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the
indicated times from those given for CARRABELLE:

HIGH LOW
Bald Point Minus 9:16 Minus 0:03

Date High Low %Precip
Thu, Sept. 11 86° 77° 20 %
Fri, Sept. 12 87° 76° 20 %
Sat, Sept. 13 84° 75° 50 %
Sun, Sept. 14 84° 75° 50 %
Mon, Sept.15 84° 75° 80 %
Tues, Sept. 16 84° 74° 80 %
Wed, Sept. 17 83° 73° 80 %

4518867

11 Th 537am 1.7 643pm 1.8 1204am 0.8 1223pm 0.5
12 Fr 602am 1.8 742pm 1.6 1232am 0.9 114pm 0.4
13 Sa 631am 1.9 849pm 1.5 1259am 1.1 211pm 0.4
14 Su 706am 1.9 1007pm 1.5 129am 1.2 317pm 0.4
15 Mo 747am 1.8 1139pm 1.4 205am 1.3 432pm 0.5
16 Tu 839am 1.8 304am 1.3 547pm 0.5
17 We 104am 1.5 945am 1.7 443am 1.4 653pm 0.5
18 Th 157am 1.5 1108am 1.7 620am 1.3 749pm 0.5
19 Fr 233am 1.6 1234pm 1.6 732am 1.2 836pm 0.5
20 Sa 302am 1.6 148pm 1.7 827am 1.1 917pm 0.5

11 Th 412am 2.7 518pm 2.9 1010am 0.8 1019pm 1.4
12 Fr 437am 2.9 617pm 2.6 1101am 0.6 1046pm 1.8
13 Sa 506am 3.0 724pm 2.4 1158am 0.6 1116pm 1.9
14 Su 541am 3.0 842pm 2.4 104pm 0.6 1152pm 2.1
15 Mo 622am 2.9 1014pm 2.2 219pm 0.8
16 Tu 714am 2.9 1139pm 2.4 1251am 2.1 334pm 0.8
17 We 820am 2.7 230am 2.2 440pm 0.8
18 Th 1232am 2.4 943am 2.7 407am 2.1 536pm 0.8
19 Fr 108am 2.6 1109am 2.6 519am 1.9 623pm 0.8
20 Sa 137am 2.6 1223pm 2.7 614am 1.8 704pm 0.8

Email outdoors news 
to timesoutdoors
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Flounder are starting to show up as well with good fi sh in the 
Mexico Beach canal and under the George Tapper Bridge in 
St. Joe. Plenty of bull minnows are available for bait and this 
should help improve you hook-ups on fl ounder.

Inshore fi shing is improving as we enter into September and 
cooler weather. We are seeing good red fi sh around the 
Crooked Island area and into east Bay as well. Large schools 
of slot-sized fi sh are running the beaches so get out there.

Black’s Island area is also showing signs of life again this 
week as many anglers have caught smaller trout but in good 
number using live shrimp and a popping cork.  Fall weather is 
on the way, so get your mind into some great fi shing plans for 
the bay this weekend.

By FRANK SARGEANT
Frankmako1@outlook.com

It is a migration on 
a scale seen on Africa’s 
Serengeti Plains, and 
yet it all goes by almost 
unseen beneath the 
blue-green surface of 
the Gulf of Mexico.

Each fall, the 
massive schools of 
king mackerel, Spanish 
mackerel, little tunny 
(AKA bonito) bluefi sh 
and other gamefi sh that 
have spent the summer 
in Panhandle waters 
become restless about 
mid-September with 
the shortening days 
and the gradual decline 
in water temperature. 
The baitfi sh they live on 
are the primary driving 
factor, vast masses 
of cigar minnows, 
threadfi ns, sardines 
and other small, silvery 
creatures that create 

a moveable feast; 
where they go, the 
predators will not be 
far behind, and as the 
Gulf temperature drops 
from the 80s into the 70s 
— usually around the 
end of October or the 
fi rst of November, the 
race will be on.

The bait often leads 
the train of predators 
near the beaches, 
perhaps because that’s 
where the microscopic 
plankton they feed on 
is most abundant, and 
the massing of the 
kings and Spanish and 
other species brings on 
a similar restlessness 
in Panhandle anglers 
— it’s time to forsake 
the air conditioning and 
head for the boat ramps 
and marinas once more 
— the Fall Run is on.




the Moveable Feast
Fall kings and Spanish 

have a fi nal fl ing in 
Panhandle waters

SCOTT MOORE | Contributed photo

FRANK SARGEANT | Contributed photo

Both Spanish and king mackerel will readily 
attack a rigged bait trolled around the schools. 
At top, big kings like this one are most 
commonly caught on live baits drifted or slow 
trolled around structure.See MACKEREL A13

Sign up for WILD WEEK island tours
Special to The Times

WILD Week, which stands for 
Wonder - Inspire - Learn - Do, all 
of which can occur on St. Vincent 
Island, will take place during 
National Wildlife Refuge Week 
(Oct. 12-18).  During the dates of 
Oct. 14-18 there will be a themed 
tour of the entire island each day. 

Each tour will have a narrator 
and a specialist who share their 
knowledge about the island and 
the featured theme of that day’s 
tour. The focus of each of the 
fi ve tours will be Photography, 
History of St. Vincent Island, 
Birds, Native Plants, and a Kids/
Family oriented tour. 

More specifi c information 

about the WILD Week tours 
will be posted on the Events 
page on the Supporters website 
at www.stvincentfriends.com. 
Reservations for the tours will 
be on a fi rst-come/fi rst-served 
basis and must be made on 
the Supporters of St. Vincent 

BIRD’S-EYE 
VIEW

FROM ST. 
VINCENT 
ISLAND See ISLAND TOURS A13

A forgotten fruit for 
the Forgotten Coast

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ ApalachTimes

Lswoboda@starfl .com

Right now, Butia capitata, 
also known as jelly palm or 
pindo palm, is loaded with 
fruit but nobody 
seems to care.

Ripe fruit are 
about the size of 
large cherry, and 
yellowish/orange, 
but also can include 
a blush towards the 
tip. The taste has 
been described as 
having elements 
of pineapple, apricot and va-
nilla and can vary depending 
on soil conditions.

This very hardy palm is 
native to Argentina, Bra-
zil and Uruguay. It grows to 
be up to 18 feet tall but the 
growth is slow and steady. 

On the East Coast of the 
United States, it is grown 
as a landscape plant as far 
north as Virginia Beach and 
Seattle, Washington on the 

west coast.
The palm will grow in full 

sun to moderate shade. The 
fronds grow longer in shady 
situations. Jelly palms prefer 
sandy, well-drained soil but 
are adaptable and are very 

drought tolerant. 
Regular watering 
and feeding will pro-
duce a faster grow-
ing, more attractive 
palm.

This graceful 
plant is used in group-
ings in the landscape 
and further south, 
behind the dunes in 

beach plantings.
The jelly palm produc-

es an elaborate fl owering 
structure called an infl ores-
cence. Orange fruit forms 
on these structures after the 
female fl owers have been 
pollinated. Jelly palm fruit 
was once the stable of every 
Southern yard that didn’t dip 
below 12 degrees F degrees 

See FORGOTTEN A13

BUDS ‘N’ BUGS
Lois Swoboda



By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ ApalachTimes

dadlerstein@starfl .com

The Franklin County 
Schools’ girls golf team de-
feated Florida High, tied with 
Chiles and lost to John Paul II 
on Sept. 2 at Killearn Country 
Club in Tallahassee.

Sophomore Megan Collins 
was the low scorer with a 42. 
Eighth-grader Melanie Col-
lins shot 48, while senior Calli 
Westbrook shot 62. Eighth-
grader Alexus Johnson fi red 
a 66 and sixth-grader Abby 
Johnson had a 71.

The next day, St. James 
Bay hosted the girls’ fi rst 
home match of the year, and 
the team defeated Wakulla 
while losing for the third time 
this year to John Paul II.

“We had our team best 
score of the season today 
(209) and played JPII much 

tougher than the previous two 
times,” head coach Scott Col-
lins said. 

Megan Collins fi red anoth-
er 42, Melanie Collins shot 45, 
Callie Westbrook and Alexus 
Johnson each shot 61 while 
Abby Johnson shot 72.

“St. James Bay is in such 
great condition and everyone 
there has been more than 
hospitable to our team and our 
opponents. Our team is proud 
to have such an outstanding 
home course,” Collins said.

The team improved its 
record to 7-3, with one tie, 
and hosted another tourna-
ment  Sept. 9, versus Wakulla, 
Aucilla and Branford.

Special to the Times

The Franklin County 
High School boys track team 
will be paced by junior Maliek 
Rhodes and senior Chandler 
White, both of whom fi gure 
to be two of the top fi ve indi-
viduals within the district. 

Maliek is the leader and 
captain of an inexperienced 
but extremely talented boys 
team, said Jason Luquis, 
who coaches the boys cross 
country team and the boys 
and girls track teams. 

Juniors Shane Bellew and 
Bryce Tobin, and freshmen 
Simon Hodgson, Matthew 

Turner and Bryan Barfi eld 
round out the varsity squad 
for a fi rst-year program al-
ready hungry to qualify for 
state in its fi rst year.

The girls team is much 
younger and likely will be 
led by sophomore Adriana 
Butler, who has been split-
ting time between volleyball 
and cross country and looks 
to be the top girl on a young 
squad. 

Seventh-grader Rosie Da-
vis and sixth-grader Arryona 
Cargill get better by the day 
and each are just starting to 
fi gure out just how good they 
can be, Luquis said. 

Sophomores Chelsea 
Register, Jencyn Stultz 
and Jayla Alley and senior 
Andrea Pineda round out 
the varsity squad for a very 
young girls team. 

Junior varsity runners in-
clude sixth-grader Makayla 
Varner, seventh-graders 
Tommy Varner, sophomores 
Eve Bond and Bianca Huber, 
and junior Jose Pineda.

The team opened Sat-
urday with the Cougar XC 

Challenge at Elinor Klapp-
Phipps Park in Tallahassee.

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ ApalachTimes

dadlerstein@starfl .com

It took turnovers, even 
more than the threat of 
lightning strikes, to spoil 
Franklin County’s home 
opener Friday night.

After offi cials, con-
cerned about a bolt from the 
blue, interrupted the sec-
ond quarter for nearly an 
hour and sent both teams 
to their locker rooms, the 
Eagle View Academy War-
riors, a Class 2A school 
from Jacksonville, picked 
up where they left off, and 
went on to a 28-14 win.

Back on the fi eld, on the 
fi rst play from scrimmage 
at the Franklin County 31, 
senior quarterback Travis 
Jarrell threw a quick strike 
to sophomore wide receiver 
Shane Sanderson, who ran it 
in to give Eagle View a 14-0 
lead with 6:16 left in the half.

The Seahawks got the 
ball back and were driv-
ing without a huddle with 
time running out until, with 
26 seconds left, Seahawk 
senior running back Cole 
Wheeler fumbled and se-
nior Ryan Criswell pounced 
on the ball.

Two plays later, Jarrell 
connected on a long pass 
to Criswell’s identical twin, 
Rhett, and then with 10 sec-
onds left, threw a 20-yarder 
to senior Austin Sanders 
for a 20-0 lead at the half.

The Warriors’ fi rst score 
of the night, a 23-yard run 
by senior Dalton Bishop, 
had come after Bishop 
scooped up a fumble by 
Seahawk sophomore 
Marshall Sweet.

“We’ve got to limit the 

turnovers,” Franklin Coun-
ty Coach Aaron York said. 
“We fought, we battled, we 
put ourselves in battle to 
win the ballgame.

“We are closing the gap 
against our opponent,” he 
said. “If we can eliminate 
the turnovers, we will see a 
different outcome.”

The second half proved 
a much tighter affair. With 
9:51 left in the third, Jar-
rell threw a 10-yard scoring 
strike to Rhett Criswell, fol-
lowed by a two-point con-
version by junior Tanner 
Korn, who also kicked two 
extra points.

Trailing 28-0, the Se-
ahawks got on the board 
with 3:22 left in the third 

when Sweet swept right 
from 10 yards out for the 
score. Junior quarterback 
Josue Barahona kicked the 
fi rst of his two extra points.

After an interception by 
Sanderson got them back 
the ball, the Warriors were 
threatening early in the 
fourth quarter, when Jar-
rell tried a backwards pass 
that was bobbled by the 
receiver. Seahawk sopho-
more O’Shea Williams 
scooped up the live ball and 
ran it back 65 yards down 
the sidelines to slice the 
defi cit to 28-14 with nearly 
10 minutes left to play.

“The kids fought hard in 
the fourth quarter to make 
a game of it,” York said. 

“They have a great attitude 
for this week and will be 
ready to compete Friday 
at home against a good 
Sneads team.”

Leading the team of-
fensively was sophomore 
running back Marshall 
Sweet, who carried the 
ball 17 times for 78 yards, 

and caught one pass for 26 
yards.

Defensive leaders were 
Wheeler, with 10 tackles 
and one sack, and fresh-
man Athen Dempsey, who 
had six tackles, two pass 
break-ups, and two tackles 
for a loss.

“Our team would like to 

thank all the fans for stick-
ing it out during the weath-
er delay,” York said.

“I’m glad we got it in af-
ter the weather broke,” Ea-
gle View Coach Jerry Kraft 
said. “The break didn’t help 
us or hurt us, It was just 
fun to come out and fi nish 
it up.” 

45
18

54
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Running
for the Bay
Marathon

Sunday October 26, 2014

In beautiful Apalachicola, FL

Full Marathon, Half Marathon,
10K, 5K, & Ultra50K

Registration Now Open!

Register online at
runningforthebay.com

friends@runningforthebay.com
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Seahawks dodge lightning, 
but not Eagle View

PHOTOS BY DAVID ADLERSTEIN | The Times

Seahawk junior quarterback Josue Barahona bobbles the ball, but manages to 
pounce on it, in the fi rst quarter against Eagle View.

Varsity cheerleading captain Kelsey Shuler cheers on 
the team.

Coach Aaron York talks to his team after a hard-fought game against Eagle View.

Rhodes, White to pace Franklin County High track team
UPCOMING SCHEDULE

Saturday, Sept. 13: 13th annual Bay Invitational at Harder’s Park in Panama City
Saturday, Sept. 20: North Bay Haven Invitational at North Bay Haven High School in Lynn Haven
Saturday, Sept. 27: Gulf Coast Cross Country Stamped at Escambia Equestrian Center in Pensacola
Saturday, Oct. 11: FSU Invitational (Pre State) at Apalachee Regional Park in Tallahassee
Saturday, Oct. 18: Panhandle Championship at Marianna HS Home Course in Marianna
Wednesday, Oct. 29: FHSAA 1A District 2 at Sam Adkins Park in Blountstown
Nov. 6 or 8: Regionals TBD 11/6 or 11/8 at TBD
Saturday, Nov. 15: FHSAA Cross Country State Finals at Apalachee Regional Park in Tallahassee

Hawk golfers 
post team 
best score

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Sophomore Megan 
Collins tees off on the 
Seahawks’ home course.

Lady Seahawks fall 
to Liberty County
By DAVID ADLERSTEIN

653-8894 | @ ApalachTimes
dadlerstein@starfl .com

In their home opener 
Sept. 4 against district 
opponent Liberty County, 
the Lady Seahawks ju-
nior varsity battled tough 
before falling in the third 
match.

The varsity squad 
ended up losing in three 
straight, 25-21, 25-10 and 
25-9.

The JV squad opened 
with a 25-8 loss, but 
fought back in the second 
to win 25-23. They then 
fell on the fi nal point in 
the third match.

“They put up an amaz-
ing fi ght,” coach Hil-
ary Stanton said. “They 

fought for every point and 
we were so happy to see 
them putting everything 
we have taught them into 
action.”

After a varsity dis-
trict doubleheader at 
home Tuesday, Sept. 9 
against West Gadsden, 
and a JV and varsity 
matchup at home against 
North Bay Haven on 
Sept. 10, the teams trav-
el tonight, Sept. 11, to 
Rickards. 

On Monday, they will 
host the Community 
Christian School, and on 
Tuesday they will travel 
to district foe Port St. 
Joe. On Thursday, Sept. 
18, the team travel to 
district adversary South 
Walton.

VOLLEYBALL
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Staff Report

This page is designed to feature 
top-quality photographs submitted 

to the Times by our readers. 
This regular addition offers an 
opportunity for photographers 

from throughout Franklin County, 
residents and visitors alike, to 

highlight their best work capturing 
the excitement and energy of 
the people, the beauty of the 
landscape, and the adventure 

of the world around them. 
Please send photographs to 

dadlerstein@starfl.com. For 
more information, call  

653-8894.

lARRY APPleBee | Special to The Times

Clematis in an Apalachicola yard

ROD GASCHe | Special to The Times

A view of the Carrabelle River

lYDIA COuNTRYMAN | Special to The Times

Zephune anticipating the big catch

ISAAC lANG | Special to The Times

Looking north at Forbes Island, the Chipola River 
is on the left, Apalachicola River goes to the right, 
and Little Brothers Slough is the small waterway in 
between.

lYDIA COuNTRYMAN | Special to The Times

This photo, taken at Friday’s game before lightning cleared the bleacher, shows, from left, Honesti Williams, 
Destiny Fludd, Antiuana Croom, Hannah Sweet, and Jackson Odom.

ROD GASCHe | Special to The Times

A fritillary lights for a close-up
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Notice of budget heariNg

The Dog Island Conservation District has tentatively
adopted a budget for the Fiscal Year 2015

A public hearing to make a FInAl DeCIsIon on
the BuDgeT and TAxes will be held on:

tuesday, september 16, 2014
at 6:00 p.m.

at
2976 Wellington circle West

tallahassee, florida
4518876

Budget Summary
dog Island Conservative district - Fiscal year 2015

the propoSed operatIng Budget expendItureS oF
the dog ISland ConServatIve dIStrICt are 1% leSS
than laSt yearS total operatIng expendItureS.

FundS CarrIed Forward

InCome
Tax Income Millage per $1,000 = 3.00
Franklin County Income
Franklin Co Garbage Tipping
Interest Income-Checking
Interest Income-SBA
Airport Fees
Road Use Impact Fees
Class 3 Trash Removal Fees
Other income

total InCome
total avaIlaBle reSourCeS

expenSe
Aiport
Administrative
Dock
Election
Fire Department
Truck and Tractor
Non-Allocated Services
Legal
LCM Maintenance
LCM Operations
Roads
Island Stewardship
Garbage Compactor Maintenance
Class 3 Trash Removal
Household Garbage Removal
Shop Expense
Submerged Land Lease
Transportation (Ferry Service)
Capitol Outlay
Hurricane Response
Contingency Fund

total expenSe

64,000

124,266
188,266

188,266

83,586
9,800
5,880
500
500

1,000
17,000
6,000

0

5,000
32,000
4,000
1,000
1,500
11,000
5,000
3,000

23,000
6,000

55,000
1,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
2,000
3,000
17,000
2,000
4,000
3,766

the tentatIve, adopted, and/or FInal BudgetS
are on FIle In the oFFICe oF the aBove mentIoned
taxIng authorIty aS a puBlIC reCord.

Island’s web page at www.
stvincentfriends.com. Seats 
are limited, so make your 
reservation soon if you 
would like to visit St. Vincent 
Island during National 
Wildlife Refuge Week.

Permits are available on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis for the Archery and 
Primitive Weapons Hunts. 
The Sambar Deer Hunt is 
“limited entry.” Hunters 
are chosen by lottery from 

those who have applied for 
a permit. You can apply for 
any of these hunts on the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
website at www.myfwc.

com/hunting.
If you will be visiting 

St. Vincent Island during 
WILD WEEK or on your 
own do remember that the 
island is primitive — bring 
everything you need, 
including drinking water 
— and leave only your 
footprints behind. 

Visit stvincentfriends.
com for more 
information. 

island tours from page a10

mackerel from page a10
Spanish often travel ahead of the kingfish, 

perhaps because they prefer slightly warmer 
water — by Oct. 15, many of the fish that 
summered off Destin and Panama City will 
be at Seahorse Reef off Cedar Key, inspiring 
traffic jams at the boat ramps there. 

The run usually arrives off Tampa Bay 
by the second week of November — there’s 
frequently a “Thanksgiving Bite” that lasts 
through the month and just about until 
Christmas in these waters before the first 
real cold fronts push everything all the way 
down the peninsula to the Keys and around 
the tip of the state into the Atlantic, where 
they mingle to some degree with Atlantic 
kings and Spanish that summer as far north 
as Cape Hatteras.

It will be April before they return, 
but return they will, chasing the edge 
of increasing water temperature as it 
progressively warms past 68 degrees, until 
they finally return to the same summer 
spawning grounds where they swam the 
year before. 

It’s a grand cycle, but not one that has 
to concern anglers who simply want to get 
their lines stretched. Simply intersecting the 
run — right place, right time — is all it takes; 
when you hit the peak of the migration, there 
are fish everywhere from right against the 
beachfront piers to 20 miles out.

How to find the fish
A call to any offshore marina or tackle 

shop will give you a heads-up on how the 
run is progressing. If you see anglers 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder on the big 
piers, you can bet the Spanish are there, 
and probably an occasional big kingfish, 
too, along with a cobia or three. If you’re 
in a boat, the “white tornado” of birds will 
be your beacon — when the predators 
drive the bait to the surface, birds arrive 
from miles around to get in on the feast, 
and anglers who keep a sharp eye on the 
horizon can readily spot these flocks. 
When they’re thickest, it’s even possible 
to mark them on radar, so numerous are 
the gulls and pelicans.

Early in the morning, before many 
boats have arrived, the fish tend to be 
ridiculously easy to catch — even a 
noisy topwater plug, tossed among the 
splashing attackers, draws an instant 
strike — and it had better be a very tough 
plug, too, or the teeth of the predators 
will immediately turn the floater into a 
sinker. Wooden plugs stand no chance at 
all — they’re turned to splinters.

Mackerel lures
The more conventional way of fishing the 

schools is to put out a spread of single-hook 
spoons — the Drone in about 6-inch size is 
the classic, but anything with wobble and 
flash and adequate size will draw the bite. 
The fish may hit unweighted spoons at first 
light, pulled at about 5 to 6 knots — a fast 
walk. 

As the sun climbs higher and more boats 
arrive on the school, they tend to go down. 
Then it’s a matter of adding several ounces 
of bead-chain weight, or attaching the spoon 
to a No. 2 planer or a downrigger ball, to 
continue the action.

However you get the lure in front of the 
fish, it’s necessary to run it on a piece of wire 
to prevent cutoffs on the shearing teeth of 
the kings. Spanish can sometimes be caught 
on 30 to 60 pound test hard mono, but kings 
almost always nip anything but wire.

Live baiting for kings
For catching giant kings, however, 

tournament anglers sometimes use  
12 inches or less wire, connecting it to mono 
testing just 12 to 15 pounds, and fished on 
level wind baitcasting tackle that looks more 
suited for redfish inshore except for larger 
line capacity. This is the standard setup for 
live bait anglers trying to fool tournament 
winners in clear water.

Live baiting kings is a whole book 
in itself, but basically anglers use blue 
runners, ladyfish, mullet, menhaden and 
other baits, typically 6 to 12 inches long. A 
single hook goes through the nose, and a 
“stinger” treble, often a No. 6 in 3X strong 
wire, is dangled along the side on a short 
piece of wire. Larger baits like ladyfish 
sometimes get a second stinger added 
behind the first to prevent cutoffs.

This bait is either drifted or slow-trolled 
in areas where larger kings like to prowl 

— around channel markers, off passes, on 
the break-line where dark inshore water 
meets clear offshore water, and around all 
sorts of wrecks, reefs and shoals. The idea 
is to keep the bait moving just fast enough 
to keep it swimming — but not so fast it’s 
dragged and “drowns.”

Most tournament anglers like to 
sweeten the waters where they’re drifting 
or slow-trolling by hanging a couple of 
mesh bags full of fish meal or dog food that 
has been moistened with menhaden oil off 
the transom. Fish hit the scent trail and 
sometimes follow it to the bait, particularly 
when anglers troll a repeated oval around 
likely locations. Some anglers also add 
some natural chum to the mix now and then 
by tossing over small pieces of chopped 
menhaden or threadfins, along with the 
occasional live one. These same tactics can 
be very effective on the longer Panhandle 
piers when current is running along the 
beach to carry the scent, too.

Handling big macks
There’s no question when a king 

mackerel strikes. They take at full speed, 
and the first run of a big one will make 
a reel appear to smoke as water flies off 
the line being ripped out against the drag, 
thus the name “smoker kingfish” applied 
to kings of about 20 pounds and up. Fish of 
40 pounds plus are caught in Panhandle 
waters each fall, and occasionally 50 and 
even 60-pound fish are reported. The IGFA 
all-tackle record for the species is 93 pounds 
even, caught off Puerto Rico in 1999.

A 20-pounder can readily steal a couple 
hundred yards of line in seconds—and the 
best way to catch these fish is to let them 
go. A light drag will keep the small hooks 
from pulling free. Once the fish begins to 
tire — usually after a second big run — the 
angler can begin to steadily pump it the 
boat.

Kingfish headed for the cooler are 
usually gaffed—a small pick-style gaff on 
an 8 to 12 foot lightweight handle is the 
typical tournament kingfish killer, allowing 
a long reach to land big fish with light line. 
Although Spanish may reach weights of  
6 to 7 pounds, they’re usually not so big that 
a gaff is required; grabbing them in front of 
their stiff tail is one easy way to handle the 
larger ones when they’re completely tired 
out, or they can be netted, while smaller 
ones are typically just hoisted aboard with 
the spring of the rod.

Spanish Mackerel tips
Spanish are sometimes found in the 

same offshore waters as kings, but they 
also readily prowl into considerably 
shallower waters, and sometimes push 
into larger bays. The run on the deep 
grass at Sea Horse Reef is famed all 
along the west coast, typically peaking 
about Oct. 15 when tens of thousands of 
macks swarm the outside edges of the 
grass at depths of 8 to 15 feet where ever 
the baitfish lead them.

Spanish take everything that kings  
do, but in smaller sizes. Spoons about  
4 inches long are best, half-ounce bucktail 
jigs tipped with a bit of shrimp or mullet 
(they’re active scent feeders) are also 
effective, and glass-minnow imitations, 
when they’re keyed in on these tiny 
baits, can also do the job — a fly-rodders 
perfect day.

Mackerel cookery
Kings make excellent table fare if 

handled correctly—bleed them out, ice 
them immediately and clean them promptly. 
Steak the larger fish, cutting them into 
2-inch-thick slabs. Then remove the skin 
and cut out the “medallions” or muscles, 
four round muscles around the backbone, 
getting rid of the strong-tasting red line and 
the bones in this step. The remaining pieces 
of meat are like extra-thick scallops, and are 
delicious when drizzled with Teriyaki and 
grilled until done.

Spanish require special care because of 
a line of bones down each side — best bet 
is to fillet the fish, turn the fillets skin side 
down, and make a V cut down either side of 
this line of bones, separating the fillet into 
two pieces. Throw away the bone section, 
which also includes the red line, and grill or 
bake the narrow, boneless fillets. 

For complete regulations on the 
mackerel species, visit www.myfwc.com.

or so. Now it’s considered a 
tree that creates a mess on 
lawns. A healthy palm can 
produce up to 50 pounds of 
fruit in a season.

Although the taste is ex-
cellent, many people don’t 
like the stringy texture of the 
fruit, in the Deep South, it is 
sometimes harvested and 
the fleshy fruit walls used 
to make jelly. The seeds in-
side the fleshy fruit may be 
roasted, ground and used as 
a coffee substitute. In some 
countries, oil from the seed 
is used to make margarine.

The following is a recipe 
for palm fruit jelly from the 
National Center for Home 
Food Preservation:

Sort three quarts of fully 
ripe fruit, wash and re-
move sepals if still attached. 
Barely cover with water 
(about 6 cups), bring to a 
boil, cover and simmer for 
about 30 minutes. You can 
try to crush the fruit with a 
potato masher after it starts 
to cook; however, the seeds 
are so large that the masher 
only partially crushes.

Collect juice as it drains 
through a colander, then 
strain juice two or three 
times through several thick-
nesses of damp cheesecloth. 
Let sit in refrigerator over-
night because it will still con-
tain lots of solids. The next 
day, pour off juice, leaving 
residue in bottom of contain-
er, and strain juice again. 
The juice might never be 

perfectly clear. The natural 
color is yellowish amber. The 
jelly is much prettier if tinted 
with red food coloring.

Wash and rinse half-
pint canning jars; keep hot 
until ready to use. Prepare 
two-piece canning lids ac-
cording to manufacturer’s 
directions.

Measure palm fruit juice 
into a 6- or 8-quart saucepan. 
Stir one box of pectin into 
juice until dissolved, add a 
few drops of red food color-
ing, and bring quickly to a 
hard boil, stirring occasion-

ally. Add sugar all at once. 
Stir until sugar dissolves.

Bring to full rolling boil 
(a boil that cannot be stirred 
down); boil hard for 1 minute 
and 15 seconds, stirring con-
stantly. Remove from heat; 
quickly skim off foam with 
metal spoon. Fill into clean, 
hot jars, leaving ¼-inch 
headspace. Wipe rims of jars 
with a dampened clean pa-
per towel; adjust two-piece 
metal canning lids. Process 
in a boiling water canner.

Yield: About eight  
half-pint jars

forgotten from page a10
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Trades & Services

CarraVisa, Discover, and
American Express
Honored at

Participating Ace Stores

JACKSON’S
Building Supplies

& Auto Repair
Carrabelle 697-3333

We Deliver Anywhere

Hardware and
Paint Center45

10
54
7

45
18
64
1

ROBERTSAPPLIANCE
REPAIR

- ALL MAJOR BRANDS -

18 Shadow Lane
Apalachicola, FL 32320
Phone: (850) 653-8122
Cell: (850) 653-7654

Laban Bontrager, DMD
Monica Bontrager, DMD

12761 Pea Ridge Road - Bristol, Florida 32321
TELEPHONE (850) 643-5417

Bristol
Dental Clinic
DENTURE

LAB ON PREMISES
Same Day Service on Repairs and Relines

45
10
54
8

Don Lively General Contractors
Licensedand insured • 20Years experience

Plumbing • New Construction • Roofing
Pressure Washing • Additions • Vinyl Siding

Painting and More • No JobToo Small
p.O. Box 439

carrabelle, FL 32322
697-2783 or Mobile 566-2603

rc0066499

rG0065255

45
10
54
9

45
18

85
7

JOE'S LAWN CARE
IF IT'S IN YOUR YARD LET JOE TAKE CARE OF IT

FULL LAWN SERVICES, TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL ALSO CLEAN GUTTERS AND
IRRIGATION INSTALLATION, PLANTING AND BEDDING AVAILABLE

CALL JOE@ 850-323-0741 OR E-MAIL JOES_LAWN@YAHOO.COM

45
18

83
0

Kim Hawkins Davis CPA
78 11th Street, Apalachicola FL 32320

850-653-6875
• Income Tax Returns •
• Business Services •

and Much More

Over 20 Years Experience
Prompt professional personal service 45

18
64

2

LOIS SWOBODA | the Times

Frances Oakes’ collection of flautists.

to play. “The commotion would stop and  
they’d all just look at me,” she 
remembers.

Throughout the years, students, 
friends and family have presented her 
with statuettes of flute players, a collec-
tion which she treasures.

When she finally retired after more 
than 30 years as an educator, her  
colleagues prepared an album for her, 
featuring letters from many of her  
students. Almost every one contained 
a reference to her flute, but Oakes said  
her favorite began, “You are my second 
best teacher ever.”

After retiring, in 1998, Jack and  
Frances Oakes moved to Carrabelle  
fulltime. The lovely home where she  
lives now was purchased by her husband 
before she had seen it, a living lesson in 
partnership and trust.

“You’re going to love it,” he told  
her.

“I had never seen a house with an 
open floor plan like that and I was a little 
bit startled when I walked in and saw it 
unfurnished,” she said.

She did grow to love the natural sur-
roundings and peace of her home.

Even after retiring, Frances Oakes 
remained busy. She is a member of the 
Praise Team at the First Baptist Church 
of St. George Island where she puts her 
musical talent to good use.

The Rev. Mike Whaley offered high 
praise for the stitcher.

“She’s just a marvelous person and 
her attributes are certainly those of com-
passion and caring, certainly those of 
Christian life,” he said.

Whaley said in addition to being active 
in her church, Oakes plays the flute for 
hospice. He said even patients suffering 
from declining mental ability are visibly 
moved by her music.

“It’s a wonderful thing to see,” he 
said.

Whaley said Oakes has many avenues 
of caring others don’t see. She is always 
there with a phone call or a note for mem-
bers of her church family and has taught 
herself to text so she can share informa-
tion with friends and keep everyone up 
to date.

He said that, in addition to raising her 
own five children, she played a big role in 
the upbringing of her grandson Christo-
pher and his son, Austin.

Whaley said Austin continues to re-
turn to the island for part of the summer 
and on holidays to be with his great-
grandmother. “She is a very independent 
woman. That’s what keeps her vibrant 
and active,” he said.

But, back to the quilt.
Oakes said she worked on it in spare 

moments over the years during children’s 
music lessons and waiting for medical 
appointments. “A football game is not a 
good place to try and cross stitch,” she 
advised.

The all-cotton masterpiece has  
16 rosettes adorning three panels of 
white cotton and a cross-stitched border. 
“I don’t know how many stitches there 
are, but each rose has 33 green flowers 
in the center,” she said.

Once her fancy needlework was  
complete, the time came to do the actual 
quilting. For that, she turned to expert 
quilter Aline Craig of the Wandering 
Star Quilt Club. The entire piece is hand 
stitched.

“I’m not a quilter but I spent quite 
a few weeks with them. They are very 
friendly and good to talk to,” said Oakes. 

“The original kit had a sham set that 
went with it. I’m glad I didn’t get that. I 
didn’t be need it and I wouldn’t be done 
now,” she added. 

quilt from page a1

“If you don’t want to 
go up on all of it, at least 
address the overtime 
issue,” Mathes said.

She noted that 
Carrabelle doesn’t do any 
grave openings, and that 
she knows from her talks 
with other city clerks that 
“there are some cities 
that don’t allow weekend 
funerals at all.”

Apalachicola Mayor 
Van Johnson, who 
along with his fellow 
city commissioners 
eventually supported the 
idea to double the fee for 
afterhours and weekend 
grave openings, said 
“we’ve been absorbing it 
all these years.”

He noted that “a lot 
of time families wait 
until the weekend when 
everyone can gather.”

The commissioners 
also went along with 
a hike in the cost of 
seeking a special 
exception/ variance, 
from $100 to $500. This 
will only apply to large 
projects where the entire 
zoning is involved, and  
not to routine 
encroachments.

City Administrator 
Betty Taylor-Webb said 
mailing certified letters 
to neighbors within a 500-
foot radius can easily cost 
$400 to $500 especially if 
it involves an average of  
75 to 80 residents.

“It will come closer to 
covering your cost,” she 
said.

The commissioners  
on Monday decided 
against a number of fee 
hikes that Mathes had 
proposed on Sept. 3, 
such as imposing a $25 
fee for filing a successful 
application to cut down 
tree.

“(Code Enforcement 
Officer) Wilbur (Bellew) 
processes 10 a month 
right now and the city 
absorbs the entire cost,” 
Mathes said. “He has 
to go to the site, take 
pictures of the tree and 
then go through the 
administrative process 
of signing off. Right now 
the charge is zero. By the 
time he drives out there, 
meets with him, and 
occasionally before the 
tree committee, it’s about 
an hour per application. 
This is just a way to absorb 
the costs. No one really 

knows the administrative 
processes that we have to 
go through.”

Taylor Webb noted that 
the costs of fuel, printing, 
telephone calls all add up. 
“It’s not just his time but 
the intangible expenses 
we have,” she said.

Commissioner Jimmy 
Elliott said Sept. 4 he 
did not like the idea of 
imposing these fees.

“He (Bellew) gets paid 
the regular salary as code 
enforcement officer. The 
costs aren’t built into his 
salary?” he asked.

“It’s an add-on,” 
Mathes said.

“It’s a tax on people,” 
Elliott said.

“Only the people who 
use it. You have to pay 
for a building permit,” 
Mathes said.

“I’m against those 
too,” Elliott said. “I’ve 
always been against 
building permit fees. 
They turn him down (on a 
tree permit) and he’s lost 
his $25.”

Taylor Webb said the 
fee would only be imposed 
when an individual comes 
to pick up a successful 
tree application.

The commissioners 
also decided against an 
increase in the fee for 
getting an occupational 
license, which had not 
been raised since 2005, as 
well as for a $25 building 
permit application 
processing fee. 

“We probably want to 
take it slow,” the mayor 
said. “I can deal with the 
grave opening situation. 
That’s enough for one 
year.”

5 percent cut ImpOSeD
Mathes secured 

support for a plan to cut 5 
percent from department 
budgets, with some 
exceptions. “If we take 
5 percent from each 
department budget that 
will put us to the good,” 
she said.

“It is going to take 
some streamlining and 
it’s going to take support 
of the entire board to do 
this. We’re talking bare 
bones but I truly think 
it’s doable. I am very 
comfortable with doing 
that,” Mathes said. “I 
deal with what they spend 
every month. I’m really 
good at saying no. I need 

you all to say no also.”
The proposal drew 

opposition from Police 
Officer Pam Lewis, who 
commended on behalf 
of Chief Bobby Varnes, 
who was absent from last 
week’s workshop.

“We need every dime 
that we have,” she said. 
“We are looking at having 
to get new radios. We’re 
already to the bare bones; 
we really and truly are. 
You never what’s going to 
come up.”

Mathes said the cost 
of rebanding the radios 
would remain in the 
police budget, which 
runs about $280,000 per 
year. “There are certain  
things we have no control 
over, no leeway over,” she 
said.

“Those radios are 
almost the lifeblood of the 
police officer, they need 
those,” Johnson said.

Taylor-Webb supported 
Mathes’ request for the 
cut. “The whole idea of 
this 5 percent is to ask 
each department head to 
look at their budget,” she 
said. “Are there ways they 
can supplement some 
other way? We’re all 
under a stretched budget. 
We’re all stretched very 
thin. It’s an opportunity to 
look at line-by-line what 
we have.”

Commissioner Brenda 
Ash voiced support for the 
idea. “If we keep eating 
at that cushion, at some 
point there’s not going 
to be a cushion, and if we 
start going into negative 
at what point do we create 
a surplus?” she said. “It 
should not be that difficult 
to do. When you get to a 
zero cushion balance, 
how will we cover what 
we have if we keep going 
negative years after year? 
Let’s stop saying ‘No we 
can do this, can’t do that.’ 
Let’s say take a look and 
see what we can do.”

In making adjustments 
to the budget, Mathes cut 
out a number of suggested 
personnel additions , 
including two additional 
workers for heavy 
equipment operators for 
public works, and two 
workers for the water and 
sewer department.

Johnson convinced his 
colleagues to keep in a 
part-time person for the 
library.

taxes from page a1
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33533T
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that, Mark
Johnson and Deborah 
King Charitable Re-
mainder Trust, the 
holders of the following 
Tax Certificate, has 
filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Certificate No. 1116

Year of Issuance: 2012

Description of Property:
Lot 10 Pelican Beach 
Village
Full Description can be 
viewed in the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court’s Of-
fice.

PARCEL NO: 29-095-
06W-7334-0000-0100

Name in which as-
sessed: RANDALL 
BRENT KARDOES

All of said property be-
ing in the State of Flor-
ida, Franklin County.

Unless such certificate 
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will be 
sold to the highest bid-
der at the Courthouse 
door on the FIRST (1st 
Monday in the month 
of OCTOBER 2014, 
which is the 6th day of 
OCTOBER 2014 at 

11:00 a.m.

Dated this 12th day of 
AUGUST 2014.

MARCIA M. JOHNSON
CLERK OF COURTS
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

By: Cassie B. Sapp
Deputy Clerk
August 28, September 
4, 11, 18, 2014

33535T
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN  that, W.E. 
Salmon, Inc., the
holders of the following 
Tax Certificate, has 
filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Certificate No. 27

Year of Issuance: 2011

Description of Property:
Lot 8 Block A, City of 
Carrabelle
Full Description can be 
viewed in the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court’s Of-
fice.

PARCEL NO: 29-07S-
04W-4170-000a-0080

Name in which as-
sessed: Robert A. and 
Patricia Edwards

All of said property be-
ing in the State of Flor-
ida, Franklin County.

Unless such certificate 
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will be 
sold to the highest bid-
der at the Courthouse 
door on the FIRST (1st 
Monday in the month 
of OCTOBER 2014, 
which is the 6th day of 
OCTOBER 2014 at 
11:00 a.m.

Dated this 12th day of 
AUGUST 2014.

MARCIA M. JOHNSON
CLERK OF COURTS
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 

FLORIDA

By: Cassie B. Sapp
Deputy Clerk
August 28, September 
4, 11, 18, 2014

33613T
IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 
COURT NORTHERN 
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
PANAMA CITY DIVI-
SION
CASE NO.:
5:13-cv-00162

CADENCE BANK, NA., 
as successor-in-interest 
by merger to Superior 
Bank, N.A., as succes-
sor-in-interest to Supe-
rior Bank, FSB, by as-
set acquisition from the 
FDIC as receiver for 
Superior Bank, FSB,
Plaintiff,

vs.

APEX DEVELOPMENT, 
LLC, a limited liability 
company, GEORGE 
STEPHENS NEWMAN, 
JR., an individual, JO-
SEPH PATRICK FER-
RELL, an individual, 
JOHN Z. FERRELL, an 
individual CARRAWAY 
BAY PLANTATION 
HOMEOWNERS’ AS-
SOCIATION, a Florida 
non-profit corporation, 
OCEAN PLANTATION 
HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION, INC., a Flor-
ida non-profit corpora-
tion, HIDE-A-WAY AT 
LAKE POWELL HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIA-
TION, INC., A Florida 
non-profit corporation,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF U.S.
MARSHAL’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to 
the Amended Final De-
fault and Summary 
Judgment directed to 
me by the U.S. District 
Court in the above 
styled cause, the un-
dersigned United 
States Marshal or any 
of his duly authorized 
deputies, pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. Section 
2001, et seq., will sell 
the property having the 
legal description of:

EXHIBIT “A”

First Newman
Mortgaged Property:
Lot 9, Carraway Bay, 
according to the map 
or plat thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book 8, 
Page 37, Public Rec-
ords of Franklin 
County, Florida.

AND

Lot 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, 
Coastal Village of 
Carrabelle, according 
to the map or plat 
thereof as recorded in 
PIat Book 10, Page 19, 
Public Records of 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida.

Second Newman
Mortgaged Property
(Parcel 2):
Lot 4, Carraway Bay, 
according to the map 
or plat thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book 8, 
Page 37, Public Rec-
ords of Franklin 
County, Florida.

together with all appur-
tenances thereto and 
all improvements there-
on, at public auction at 
the Franklin County 
Courthouse, Apalachi-
cola Office, 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola, 
Florida 32320 on the 
15th day of October, 
2014, at 2:00 p.m. EST.

The terms of the sale 
shall be certified funds, 
with ten percent (10%) 
of the successful bid to 
be deposited with the 
undersigned by the 
successful bidder upon 
the property being 
struck off to him; the 
balance of the success-
ful bid shall be due and 
payable in the office of 
the undersigned at 111 
N. Adams Street, Suite 
277, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida 32301, within 
forty-eight (48) hours 
following conclusion of 
the sale.

The plaintiff reserves 
the right to bid on the 
above property and ap-
ply the indebtedness of 
the defendant to any 
bid so made. Any 
questions should be di-
rected to Allison C. 
Doucette, Esquire at 
(813) 273-5616.

Ed Spooner
United States Marshal
September 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2014

33537T
NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN  that, W.E. 
Salmon, Inc., the
holders of the following 
Tax Certificate, has 
filed said certificate for 
a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate 
number and year of is-
suance, the description 
of the property, and the 
names in which it was 
assessed are as fol-
lows:

Certificate No. 1070

Year of Issuance: 2010

Description of Property:
Lot 37 Lakes on the 
Bluff
Full Description can be 
viewed in the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court’s Of-
fice.

PARCEL NO:  30-08S-
06W-1002-0000-0370

Name in which as-
sessed: Lois & Kim L. 
Davis

All of said property be-
ing in the State of Flor-
ida, Franklin County.

Unless such certificate 
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will be 
sold to the highest bid-
der at the Courthouse 
door on the FIRST (1st 
Monday in the month of 
OCTOBER 2014, which 
is the 6th day of OCTO-
BER 2014 at 11:00 a.m.

Dated this 12th day of 
AUGUST 2014.

MARCIA M. JOHNSON
CLERK OF COURTS
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

By: Cassie B. Sapp
Deputy Clerk
August 28, September 
4, 11, 18, 2014

33645T
IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 
COURT NORTHERN 
DISTRICT OF FLOR-
IDA, TALLAHASSEE DI-
VISION
CASE NO.:
4:13-cv-304-RS-CJK

CADENCE BANK, N.A., 
as successor-in-interest 
by merger to Superior 
Bank, N.A., as succes-
sor-in-interest to Supe-
rior Bank, FSB, by as-
set acquisition from the 
FDIC as receiver for 
Superior Bank, FSB,
Plaintiff,

vs.

CELTAE, LLC, a Florida 
limited liability com-
pany, OLIVER H. 
DUCIMETIERE-MONOD, indi-
vidually, 101 
EAST GULF BEACH 
DR., LLC, an inactive 
Florida limited liability 
company, ANCHOR 
REALTY AND MORT-
GAGE COMPANY OF 
ST. GEORGE ISLAND, 
INC., a Florida corpo-
ration, PEREMANS, 
INC., a dissolved Flor-
ida corporation, AN-
CHOR VACATION 
PROPERTIES REAL 
ESTATE REFERRALS 
f/k/a ANCHOR VACA-
TION PROPERTIES, 
INC., a Florida corpora-
tion, and 101 FRANK-
LIN BOULEVARD, LLC, 
a Florida limited liability 
company, STATES RE-
SOURCES CORP., as 
assignee from Wacho-
via Bank, N.A., an Iowa 
corporation, DURDEN 
ENTERPRISES, LLC, a 
dissolved Florida lim-
ited liability company, 
COASTLINE PUBLICA-
TIONS, INC., a dis-
solved Florida corpora-
tion,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF U.S.
MARSHAL’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to 
the Agreed Foreclosure 
Judgment directed to 
me by the U.S. District 
Court in the above 
styled cause, the un-
dersigned United 
States Marshal or any 
of his duly authorized 
deputies, pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. Section 
2001, et seq., will sell 

the property having the 
legal description of:

EXHIBIT “A”

FIRST 101 FRANKLIN 
BOULEVARD PROP-
ERTY

Lots 8 and 9, Block 6, 
St. George Island Gulf 
Beaches East, Unit No. 
1, according to the 
map or plat thereof as 
recorded in Plat Book 
2, Page 7, Public Rec-
ords of Franklin 
County, Florida.

Lots 13, 14 and 15, 
Block 6 East, St. 
George Island Gulf 
Beaches Unit NO. 1, 
according to the map 
or plat thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book 2, 
Page 7, Public Records 
of Franklin County, 
Florida.

Lot 7, Block 6 East, St. 
George Island Gulf 
Beaches Unit NO. 1, 
according to the map 
or plat thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book 2, 
Page 7, Public Records 
of Franklin County, 
Florida.

Lots 17 and 20, Block 
5-E, ST. George Island 
Gulf Beaches, Unit No. 
1, according to the 
map or plat thereof as 
recorded in Plat Book 
2, Page 7, Public Rec-
ords of Franklin 
County, Florida.

CELTAE PROPERTY
Lots 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23 and 24, 
Block 6 East, St. 
George Island 
Beaches, Unit 1, ac-
cording to the map or 
plat thereof, recorded 
in Plat Book  2, Page 7, 
of the Public Records 
of Franklin County, 
Florida, also included 
is the alley located be-
tween lots 16-21 and 
lot 22 being a parcel 
34’ wide running the 
length of said Lot 22 
(135’). Being the same 
property conveyed to 
Dragon SAF, LLC by 
deed filed and re-
corded April 4, 2000, in 
O.R. Book 637, Page 
603, Public Records of 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida.

SECOND 101 FRANK-

LIN PROPERTY

LOTS 10, 11, and 12, 
Block 6 East, St. 
George Island Gulf 
Beaches, Unit 1, a sub-
division as per map or 
plat thereof recorded in 
Plat Book 2 at Page 7 
of the Public Records 
of Franklin County, 
Florida;

Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
and 15, Block 6 East; 
St. George Island Gulf 
Beaches Unit No. 1, a 
Subdivision as per map 
or plat thereof, re-
corded In Plat Book 2, 
Page 7, of the Public 
Records of Franklin 
County, Florida.

together with all appur-
tenances thereto and 
all improvements there-
on, at public auction at 
the Franklin County 
Courthouse, Apalachi-
cola Office, 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola, 
Florida 32320 on the 
20th day of October, 
2014, at 12:00 p.m. 
EST.

The terms of the sale 
shall be certified funds, 
with ten percent (10%) 
of the successful bid to 
be deposited with the 
undersigned by the 
successful bidder upon 
the property being 
struck off to him; the 
balance of the success-
ful bid shall be due and 
payable in the office of 
the undersigned at 111 
N. Adams Street, Suite 
277, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida 32301, within 
forty-eight (48) hours 
following conclusion of 
the sale.

The plaintiff reserves 
the right to bid on the 
above property and ap-
ply the indebtedness of 
the defendant to any 
bid so made. Any 
questions should be di-
rected to Allison C. 
Doucette, Esquire at 
(813) 273-5616.

Ed Spooner
United States Marshal
September 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2014

33719T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDIC-
TION DIVISION
CASE NO.: 19 2011 CA 
000204CAX

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR CSMC 
MORTGAGE-BACKED 
PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-4,
Plaintiff,

vs.

DELL SCHNEIDER,
et al,
Defendant(s).

AMENDED
NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated Au-
gust 19, 2013, and en-
tered in 19 2011 CA 
000204CAX of the Cir-
cuit Court of the SEC-
OND Judicial Circuit in 
and for Franklin 
County, Florida, where-
in U.S. BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR CSMC MORT-
GAGE-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-4 

is the Plaintiff  and 
DELL SCHNEIDER; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF DELL SCHNEIDER 
N.K.A CHARLOTTE 
SCHNEIDER; CITI-
BANK, N.A.; UN-
KNOWN TENANT #1 
N.K.A SIERRA RUS-
SELL; UNKNOWN 
TENANT #2 N.K.A PA-
TRICIA C. SCHNEIDER 
are the Defendant(s). 
Marcia M. Johnson as 
the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court will sell to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash at 33 Mar-
ket Street, 2nd Floor 
Lobby of Franklin 
County Courthouse, 
Apalachicola, FL 
32320, at 11:00 AM, on 
September 24, 2014, 
the following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, to 
wit:

homeowner with a house valued 
at $100,000 would pay $3 less in 
county taxes than the $324 paid 
in 2013.

In a detailed recounting of 
the decisions the commission-
ers made dating back to their 
budget workshop in July, Griffith 
opened the meeting with a sum-
mary of the key factors going 
into next year’s budget. 

“I am very pleased to an-
nounce that for the first time in 
over seven years and actually 
since I have been attending the 
budget workshops, the county 
will not see a decrease in tax-
able value but an increase of 1.12 
percent from the prior year,” she 
said, noting that next year, one 
mill will generate about $1.65 
million, about $20,000 more than 
the $1.63 million each mill gener-
ated this year.

Griffith said property tax pro-
ceeds will account for about 22.6 
percent of the total budget of 
about $46.9 million, up by about 
$3.3 million from this year’s total 
budget. Ad valorem or property 
taxes account for $10,611,883 or 
22.62 percent of the total budget. 

She said the increase in the 
budget was due in part to an ad-
ditional $1.1 million budgeted in 
capital outlay funds, from two 
large FEMA (Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency) 
mitigation grant projects begin-
ning next year. As well, there 
is $943,000 in additional FEMA 
funded construction projects for 
Alligator Point, $730,000 in addi-
tional grant funds for the airport 
and more than $450,000 in health 
care surtax proceeds added to 
the available balance to be used 
for capital improvements at 
Weems Hospital.

Griffith noted that the com-
missioners’ mandate of a 2 per-
cent cut to all departments, con-
stitutional and non-governmental 
requests, decreased the budget 
by approximately $212,000. This 
savings was partially offset by a 
hike in the retirement contribu-
tion rates set by the Florida Leg-
islature, which took away about 
40 percent of those cost savings.

The county’s health insur-
ance with Capital Health Plan 

also saw a comparatively mod-
est 5.5 percent premium in-
crease, of about $41,000, further 
reducing the county’s cost sav-
ings to about $95,000. Add in the 
slight increase of $51,000 in tax 
proceeds per the rolled-back 
rate and the commissioners had 
a surplus of $146,260 at the onset 
of the July budget workshop. Be-
cause the county also received 
notice that the literacy program 
would be closing, its $35,096 re-
quest was added to the surplus. 

Griffith said that the more 
than $180,000 surplus dropped 
in August, after commissioners 
approved funding a one-time 
allocation for county employees 
next year of $500, at a cost of 
$90,429, and several salary ad-
justments at a cost of $3,864. 

There are no ad valorem 
property tax proceeds set aside 
as contribution to road paving or 
the capital outlay fund, she said.

Tax collecTor’s plans draw 
discussion

The only constitutional offi-
cer whose budget drew discus-
sion at last week’s hearing was 
Tax Collector Jimmy Harris, 
whose original budget plan dur-
ing the summer was the only 
one not to have included a 2 per-
cent reduction. Griffith applied 
the 2 percent reduction to Har-
ris’ figures, so his budget will go 
from $553,801 to $553,669 once 
the retirement cost increases 
are added in.

“I have nowhere to cut,” he 
said. “The only place I have to 
cut is in my employees’ salaries. 
It’s not fair I cut my employees’ 
salaries.”

Instead, Harris asked for a 
“teensy beensy little help” with 
the offsite backup and mainte-
nance costs of the AS 400 server 
that his office shares with Prop-
erty Appraiser Rhonda Skipper.

“We share that machine 
and that saves a lot of money 
by sharing that,” he said. “If we 
don’t have maintenance on that 
machine, I can’t pay it. We’re 
dead in the water. That’s all I’m 
asking, if the board would pay 
that on my behalf.”

The board agreed, on an an-

nual basis, to pay out of its re-
serves the $6,804 cost of Harris 
portion, as well as Skipper’s half. 
“Hopefully we’ll have the money 
to do it next year,” Commission-
er Pinki Jackel said.

Skipper had budgeted her 
portion, but the board allowed 
her to shift that expense towards 
updating her office computers. 

“I have six computers that 
are outdated and won’t accept 
updates,” she said. “It’s $3,000 
per computer and that’s only 
going to buy two. It’s a situation 
where eventually they’re going 
to totally die and I’m going to be 
back before you guys and ask 
you to please help me.”

The commissioners also de-
cided to rethink an earlier decision 
to relocate Harris’ tax office from 
the Carrabelle annex into the Car-
rabelle municipal complex, a deci-
sion that had been largely based 
on security concerns.

“At this point I have not done 
any figures because I am op-
posed to moving to the site that 
was presented,” Harris said. 
“No. 1, this office over there is a 
full-service office, and not an of-
fice you just up and move a desk 
and filing cabinet.”

He said he also opposed rent-
ing space, such as is being done 
with the Supervisor of Elections’ 
office in Apalachicola. “I hope 
we would not rent a building,” 
he said. “Right now you’re pay-
ing $2,000 a month for a building. 
That’s $240,000 in 10 years that 
we get nothing for. I was raised 
not to rent if you could help it.

“It’s complicated to move the 
office,” Harris said. “Whatever 
the board does decide I would like 
for it to be a permanent location.”

The tax collector said he fa-
vored an idea first presented to 
the county commission by Skip-
per, which would be to buy the 
former Superior Bank building 
that sits on a hill as you enter 
Carrabelle.

“I see a bank building that’s 
available,” Harris said. “I think 
we could walk into that bank 
building for very little charge 
and be operational.”

He said the vault there would 
suit his office’s needs to secure 

valuable documents, such as 
blank titles, and there would be 
other office space available for 
the property appraiser, clerk of 
courts, and supervisor of elec-
tions, to use and preserve their 
privacy.

“That is what I would hope 
this board would consider,” Har-
ris said. 

He said the fact that the 
municipal complex is “still off 
the beaten path” raises safety 
concerns, especially at night, as 
well as a possible $300,000 price 
tag for fixing air conditioning 
problems.

“We could be getting into 
something we don’t know what 
the cost is going to be,” Harris 
said.

Commission Chair Cheryl 
Sanders said she shared Har-
ris’ concerns that the Carrabelle 
municipal building may not be 
an ideal location.

“It’s still out there by itself,” 
she said. “Why would you spend 
that money and keep on having 
the same problems? We can’t 
do it until after election season 
anyway because (Supervisor 
of Elections) Ida (Elliott) can’t 
move her stuff.”

Harris said he might be able 
to get help from the state for the 
cost of the move, which is main-
ly to reconfigure telephone and 
other utility lines. He estimated 
that the bank building’s owner 
might take $235,000 “or some-
thing in that neighborhood” for 
the property.

“He still pays taxes and insur-
ance on it so I’m sure he wants 
to unload it,” Harris said.

Before the final vote on set-
ting the millage, Lockley moved 
that the roughly $50,000 in sur-
plus go to the county employees, 
but the motion died for lack of a 
second. Instead, it will go into en-
hancing the county’s reserves.

Before the meeting closed, 
Lockley noted that the budget 
enhancement sought by Harris 
and Skipper showed that the 2 
percent budget cutback would 
pose problems.

“All year long they’re going to 
be coming,” he said. “It’s just the 
beginning. Look for it all year.”

millage rate from page a1

To broaden the retraining offerings, 
the feds changed the rules regarding 
the National Emergency Grant that first 
brought in $2.9 million for oystermen 
working on the bay during the June 2012 
Tropical Storm Debby. They sent in an-
other $2.1 million, for a total of about $5.1 
million, and said it could be spent on more 
than just shelling, or working in tempo-
rary jobs with the county.

“This time around, the eligible individ-
uals have an opportunity to enroll in full-
time vocational classroom, GED, or work 
experience training and will receive needs-
related payments of up to $275 per week,” 
said Kim Bodine, executive director of Ca-
reerSource Gulf Coast, often referred to by 
its traditional named of Workforce. “They 
(the feds) said it’s clear people need to be 
coming off the bay so we’ll pay for training 
for people who want to change careers.”

But as of this week, with 95 slots avail-
able for seafood workers who were em-
ployed during Tropical Storm Debby, only 
nine have been filled.

“We’ve been calling, we’ve been reach-
ing out to a lot of them,” Bodine said. “They 
say ‘I’m going to look for something to do 
before I go back to the bay.’ They’re not 
saying ‘I’m getting out of this once and for 
all.’

“This is understandable, this is gen-
erational work,” Bodine said. “They like 
what they’re doing. They like being their 
own boss. It’s difficult for them (to transi-
tion). They can make quite a bit of money 
out there, so it’s kind of a hard sell, to go 
to making less money after taxes and re-
porting to someone else.”

For those interested in the retraining, 
the opportunity is enticing to become a 
correctional officer, commercial cook, 
heating and air conditioning tradesmen, 
electrician, heavy equipment operator, 
licensed practical nurse, or welder. Folks 
have all their costs covered and are paid 
to go to school, either at the Gulf-Franklin 
Center in Port St. Joe, Lively Technical 
center in Tallahassee, or the Washing-
ton-Holmes Technical Center in Chipley, 
where students are put up in a motel for 
a week as they pursue their commercial 
drivers license.

“We check progress,” Bodine said. 
“They have to show appropriate progress. 
You can’t just sign up and fail everything 
just to get that check. That’s not going to 
fly.”

It is expected that most of the  
vocational training will take place during 

oystermen  
from page a1

See reTraining funds a17
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850-697-5300
314 St. James Avenue

Carrabelle, Florida

The Forgotten Coast
1. 25-2 Pine St. Lanark Village 1 bedroom 1 bath furnished 550.00 
mo. No utilities inc. Small Pet

2. Pickett's Landing E-5 3 bedroom 3 bath boatslip, pool, 
1600.00mo. Includes water, sewer, trash, Wifi , and cable. Pet 
friendly.

3. 234 Peggy Ln. 2 bedroom 2 bath garage close to beach 1600.00 
mo. No utilities. Pet friendly.

4. 295 River Rd. 3 bedroom 2 bath. Furnished on river with dock. 
1100.00 mo. No utilities. '

5. 703-C 3rd St. Mariners View #12 3 bedroom 3 bath unfurnished. 
850.00 mo. No utilities Pet friendly.

6. 509-D Meridian St, 3 bedroom 2 bath unfurnished , $1000 mo., 
No utilities, No pets.

7. Mariner's View #9 3 bedroom 3 bath fully furnished, $850mo. 
No utilities. Pet friendly

8. 46-4 Carlton Lanark Village 1 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished 
apartment, $375mo. No utilities. Pet friendly.

9. 33-2 Holland Lanark Village 2 bedroom 1 bath unfurnished, 
$525mo. No utilities.

10. 51-4 Pine Lanark Village 2 bedroom 1 bath, unfurnished. 
$525mo. No Utilities.

Please call 850-697-5300 
to set up an appointment to let our friendly staff 

show you these properties!!!
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Franklin County

Liquor 

License
$ 155,000.00 Serious

inquires/offers
only at:

anitalln242@aol.com
4
5
1
8
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4
4

Summer Job Coming
To An End?

General Dynamics IT is Hiring
Temporary Customer Service Representatives!

General Dynamics offers company-paid benefi ts and 
pays an extra 10 percent for night shifts and bilingual 

(English/Spanish) skills!

General Dynamics Information Technology is an equal opportunity/affi rmative 
action employer, supporting employment of qualifi ed minorities, females, disabled 

individuals, and protected veterans.

The following positions are available:

Temporary Customer Service Representatives

English and Bilingual (English/Spanish)

Apply Online: www.gdit.com/jobsearch
Job ID # 226219 (English)

Job ID # 226145 (Bilingual English/Spanish)

New hire classes starting throughout September

We seek candidates who possess the following: 

• A high school diploma or GED (or above)
• Six months customer service experience
• Ability to type a minimum of 20 WPM
• Ability to speak and read English profi ciently
• Previous call center experience preferred
• Ability to successfully pass a background check
• Bilingual (Spanish) skills a plus

1
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NOTICE

The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners will consider 
applications for the following position:

COUNTY COORDINATOR

The Franklin County Board of County Commissioners is seeking a proven, 
dedicated innovative and experienced individual for the new County Coordinator 
position.  The Board prefers an individual who has familiarity with the county 
administration.  The successful individual will possess a four year college 
degree or have equivalent work experience of at least 7 years of progressively 
responsible experience in management.

The Coordinator position directly supervises and is responsible for the function 
of the Building Department employees, Planning Department employees, 
Administrative Services staff, Courthouse Maintenance staff, and is the Airport 
Manager.  The Coordinator reports directly to the Board, and represents the 
Board at meetings and functions when authorized.  The Coordinator is the 
Board’s contact for economic developments and is the chief administrative 
official for the Board.  The Coordinator develops Board Agenda’s for Board 
meetings and workshops through coordination with the Board chairman, and 
submits agenda to Clerk for distribution.  

The Coordinator attends and reports at Board meetings and workshops, and 
listens and responds to citizen requests and comments regarding county 
services and advises the Board as needed.

STARTING SALARY:  $45,000-$50,000 Depending on Qualifications

Special areas of concern include:
• General knowledge of county government structure and function
• General knowledge of government budgeting and finance
• General knowledge of human resources and personnel guidelines
• Experience in grant writing and grant administration
• Experience in public speaking and public presentations
• Experience in organizing meetings
• Experience in disaster response
• Experience in building maintenance
• Ability to interpret and explain complex problems
• Ability to express in writing and orally, decisions or directives of the Board
• Other duties may be assigned by the Board

Franklin County employment applications may be picked up in the Clerk’s 
Office in the Courthouse at 33 Market Street, Suite 203, Apalachicola, Florida.  
For assistance in obtaining an application please contact Michael Moron in the 
Clerk’s Office at 850-653-8861, Ext. 100.

Completed applications and resumes must be received in the Clerk’s Office 
by 4:00 p.m. EST, Friday, October 10, 2014, attention Michael Moron, Board 
Secretary.  The mailing address for the Clerk’s Office is: 33 Market Street, Suite 
203, Apalachicola, Florida 32320.

FRANKLIN COUNTY IS AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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EASTPOINT 
SATURDAY, 8-12

GRAMERCY 
PLANTATION,

LOOK FOR SIGNS

1 block east of
Fla Hwy 65,

on Hwy 98 East

No early birds.
Gate does not open 

until 8 am

45
18
53
5

Human Resources

Human Resources Director
Halifax Media Group is seeking a

Human Resources Director based in
Panama City, Florida.  This position supports 

the east panhandle properties with
approximately 195 employees.

The position reports to the Central Region 
Publisher and consistently works in

collaboration with the other Halifax Media 
newspapers in the region.  As the Human

Resources Director, the position conducts the 
recruitment effort for all exempt and

nonexempt personnel and temporary
employees; conducts new-employee

orientations; writes and places
advertisements. Other duties:  Handles
employee relations counseling and exit

interviewing; monitors performance evaluation 
program; participates in administrative staff 
meetings and attends other meetings and 
seminars; maintains company organization 

charts and employee directory.  The
successful candidate will possess strong

organizational, communication and
computer skills (in particular Word,

Excel and PowerPoint).

Qualifications:
A college degree in human resource

management or business administration
preferred, will substitute relevant work

experience.  PHR certification is a plus or 
must be willing to train and become certified.
We offer competitive compensation and an 

outstanding benefits package with the
opportunity for professional growth and

development. Benefits include: vacation, sick 
Leave, 401(k) retirement savings program, 

medical, dental, and much more.

If this sounds like the position for you please 
send resumes via email to: 

lgrimes@pcnh.com.  Applications accepted 
until September 10, 2014.

Hiring is contingent on a background check 
and pre-employment drug screen.

Web ID#: 34298974

LOT 17, BAYOU HAR-
BOR, A SUBDIVISION 
AS PER MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 5, 
PAGE 35, THEREAF-
TER, SAID SUBDIVI-
SION RECORDED AS 
A REPLAT OF BAYOU 
HARBOR, AS PER MAP 
OR PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 5, PAGE 38, 
BOTH IN THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF FRANK-
LIN COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated this 2nd day of 
September, 2014.

Marcia M. Johnson
As Clerk of the Court

By:  Michele Maxwell
As Deputy Clerk

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with 
a disability who needs 
any accommodation in 
order to participate in 
this proceeding, you 
are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance. 
Please contact: Susan 
Wilson, ADA Coordina-
tor, 301 South Monroe 
Street, Tallahassee, FL 
32301 850.577.4401, at 
least 7 days before 
your scheduled court 
appearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the sched-
uled appearance is less 
than 7 days; if you are 
hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.

Submitted by:
Robertson, Anschutz & 
Schneid, P.L.
Attorneys  for Plaintiff
6409 Congress Ave.
Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
Tele: 561-241-6901 
Fax: 561-241-9181
Sept. 11, 18, 2014

33731T
PUBLIC NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS

TO PROVIDE LABOR 
AND MATERIALS FOR 
INFRASTRUCTURE IM-
P R O V E M E N T S
NEEDED TO FACILI-
TATE THE CON-
STRUCTION UP-
GRADES FOR THE 
CARRABELLE HIGH-
WAY 98 R.O.W BEAU-
TIFICATION AND RE-
USE LINE PROJECT

FPID NO.:
416533-8-58-33

City of Carrabelle, 
(herein referred to as 
the “City”) Sealed bids 
marked “Sealed Bid” 
City of Carrabelle Proj-
ect, to be financed by 
the State of Florida De-
partment of Transporta-
tion, will be received by 
the City for the con-
struction of the Project 
described above.

Proposals shall be ad-
dressed to the Pur-
chasing Agent, City of 
Carrabelle, 1001 Gray 
Avenue, Carrabelle, 
Florida 32322. All pro-
posals must be re-
ceived by the City of 
Carrabelle Purchasing 
Department prior to the 
bid deadline date and 
time to be considered.

The bid deadline date 
for receipt of proposal 
for this project is 2:30 
pm on October 8, 
2014. Proposals shall 
be designated as 
“Sealed Bid” City of 
Carrabelle, Carrabelle 
Highway 98 R.O.W 
Beautification and Re-
use Line Project.

All bids must be sub-
mitted in triplicate. Any 
bids received after the 
specified time and date 
will not be considered. 
The sealed bids re-
ceived will be publicly 
opened and read aloud 
at the City of Carrabelle 
Purchasing Department 
on October 8, 2011 at 
2:30 pm.

The information for Bid-
ders, Forms of Pro-
posal, Form of Con-
tract, Plans, Specifica-
tions, and Forms of Bid 
Bond, Performance 
and Payment Bond, 
and other contract doc-
uments may be exam-
ined at the of Inovia 
Consulting Group c/o 
Russell Large, PE, lo-
cated at 1983 Centre 
Pointe Boulevard, Suite 
103, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida 32308, phone 
850-298-4213. Copies 
may be obtained at this 
office upon payment of 
$100 which amount 
constitutes the cost of 
reproduction and han-
dling. This payment will 
not be refunded.

Each Bidder must de-
posit with his/her secu-
rity in the amount, form 
and subject to the con-
ditions provided in the 
Information for Bidders. 
Sureties used for ob-
taining bonds must ap-
pear as acceptable ac-
cording to the Depart-
ment of Treasury Circu-
lar 570.

The contractor shall 
begin mobilization and 
procurement of materi-
als within ten working 
days after the receipt of 
the “Notice to Pro-
ceed”.

The City of Carrabelle 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and reserves 
the right waive any in-
formalities or to reject 
any or all bids.
Sept. 11, 18, 2014

96060T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-

CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.
19-2014-CA-000126

AMERIS BANK, a Geor-
gia Bank 201 S. Broad 
Street
P.O. Box 240
Cairo, GA 39828,
Plaintiff

v.

JEREMY J. GLEATON, 
JR., LUCIA ANN 
GLEATON,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: JEREMY J. 
GLEATON, JR. LUCIA 
ANN GLEATON

YOU ARE NOTIFIED 
that a civil action has 
been filed against you 
in the Circuit Court, 
County of Franklin, 
State of Florida, to en-
force a Promissory 
Note.

You are required to file 
a written response with 
the Court and serve a 
copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on 
Timothy D. Padgett, 
P.A., Attorneys for 
Plaintiff, whose address 
is 6267 Old Water Oak 
Road, Suite 203, Talla-
hassee, Florida 32312, 
at least thirty (30) days 
from the date of first 
publication, and file the 
original with the clerk of 
this court either before 
service on Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise, a 
default will be entered 
against you for the re-
lief demanded in the 
complaint.

Dated this 11th day of 
August, 2014.

Marcia M. Johnson
Clerk of Court

By: Terry E. Segree
Deputy Clerk

Attorney for Plaintiff:
Timothy D. Padgett, 
P.A.
6267 Old Water Oak 
Road, Suite 203
Tallahassee, FL 32312
(850) 422-2520 (phone)
September 4, 11, 2014

96024T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT, IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.
2012-CA-000066

BRANCH BANKING 
AND TRUST COM-
PANY,
Plaintiff,

vs.

JERRY LEE LOLLEY, 
ET AL.,
Defendants

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to a Fi-
nal Judgment of Fore-
closure dated June 26, 
2014, and enterd in 
Case No. 2012-CA-
000066, of the Circuit 
Court of the Second 
Judicial Circuit in and 
for FRANKLIN County, 
Florida. BRANCH 
BANKING AND TRUST 
COMPANY (hereafter 
“Plaintiff”), is Plaintiff 
and JERRY LEE 
LOLLEY; MARILYN G. 
LOLLEY, are defend-
ants. I will sell to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash in the 2nd 
floor lobby of the 
Courthouse; 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola, at 
11:00 a.m., on the 24th 
day of September, 
2014, the following de-
scribed property as set 
forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:

LOT 4, OF PALMETTO 
COURT, A SUBDIVI-
SION AS PER MAP 
OR PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 6, PAGE 34, OF 
THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
TOGETHER WITH 
40.00 FOOT ACCESS 
EASEMENTS AS 
SHOWN IN PLAT 
BOOK 6, PAGE 23, 
PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AND THE 1610 CLAY-
TON 1999 MOBILE 
HOMES VIN#’S 
WHC009832GAA AND 
WHC009832GAB

If you are a person 
with a disability who 
needs any accommo-
dation in order to par-
ticipate in this pro-
ceeding, you are enti-
tled, at no cost to you, 
to the provision of 
certain assistance. 
Please contact: Susan 
Wilson, ADA Coordi-
nator; 301 South Mon-
roe Street; Tallahas-
see, FL 32301; 850. 
577.4401; at least 7 
days before your 
scheduled court ap-
pearance, or imme-
diately upon receiving 
this notification if the 
time before the 
scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 
days; if you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, 
call 711.

Dated this 27th day of 
June, 2014.

Marcia Johnson
Clerk of the Circuit
Court

By: Michele Maxwell
As Deputy Clerk

Van Ness Law Firm, 
PLC
1239 E. Newport Cen-
ter Drive, Suite# 110
Deerfield Beach, FL 
33442
Phone: (954)571-2031
Fax: (954)571-2033
pleadings@vanlawfl.com
File No. BB1273-13/ee

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.
September 4, 11, 2014

HAVANESE PUPS
AKC Home Raised. 

Best Health 
Guar.262-993-0460

www.noahslittleark.com

Apalachicola 172 22nd 
Ave, Friday 9/11 & Sat-
urday 9/12, 9am until ?

Yard Sale
Rain or Shine!

Text FL00039 to 56654

GUN SHOW
NORTH FLORIDA
FAIRGROUNDS

September 13th & 14th
SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 10-4

FREE PARKING
Info. (407) 275-7233
floridagunshows.com

Text FL99800 to 56654

Food Service/Hosp.

Best Western
Front Desk

Maintenance
Weekends a must. Ap-
ply in person to 249 
Hwy 98 Apalachicola, 
FL. from 9am-2pm No 
phone calls!!!

Web ID 34298690

Other

Maintenance Tech
Transfield Services -

Carrabelle, FL
Roadway, Signs, 
Bridges, Vegetation, 
etc. HS or GED - Valid 
DL CDL Highly Desira-
ble. Call 850-544-4023

Web ID#: 34299681

Medical/Health

LPN / MA 
Wanted/ PRN

Outpatient practice 
seeks an LPN or Certi-
fied MA  for a specialty 
practice to work on a 
PRN basis. The ideal 
candidate will have 
three to five years of 
nursing experience. 
Previous medical office 
experience is preferred. 
The nurse will provide 
support for providers at 
outlying clinics. The 
optimum candidate will 
have an impeccable at-
tention to detail.  Apply 
by email to: 
pesher@seuc.com
Web ID 34299015

Apalachicola: 1 br, 1 
ba efficiency w/ kitchen 
& living room. Call for 
info 850-653-6103
Text FL97546 to 56654

Carrabelle 2br, re-
furbished apartment, 
w/ large fenced in 
yard, furnished, 
$500mo, first/last se-
curity, Call 
706-202-0639

Publisher’s
Notice

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed 
that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 
are available on a equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

St. George Island
$185/wk, elec, satellite, 
garbage incl. Pool tbl. 
12’ X 65’ deck. Beauti-
ful view! 850-653-5319

Apalachicola- Beauti-
ful 4br, 3.5ba, located 

in the heart of
Apalachicola Historic 
Southside. Garage & 

Fenced yard. $2000mo 
+ $1000 dep. First & 

Last month req. 
6-12mo lease. Call  

850-370-6001

Apalachicola: 3Br/2Ba 
House For Rent 

$800/mo. 850-643-7740
Text FL96705 to 56654

St. George Island - 2 
br, 1 ba, Canal view. 
All utilities incl. 6 mo to 
1 yr lease. $1300 mo + 
$500 dep 
850-370-6001

East Point Home for 
sale $85,000 159 Bear 
Creek Rd, approx. 
1300 sq ft, Large living 
room, 2 bd/1 ba, 
Kitchen & Dining room, 
front & back screened 
porches, carport & 
workshop on fenced 2 
acre lot w/ pond. Ap-
prox. 1 mile from the 
Bay, 4 miles to St. 
George Island bridge. 
For information please 
call 251-214-6595 or 
850-370-0288

Price
Reduced

Carrabelle 2bd/2ba, full 
acre, fenced, (2) stor-
age buildings 10x20, 
10x32 screened back 
porch, & deep well. 
Close to town and boat 
ramps. $82,500. 
850-697-2176

Buy it! 
Classified.

Make your move
to the medium

that’s your number
one source of 

information about
homes for sale! 

For all your hous-
ing needs - con-
sult Classified -
when it’s time

to buy, 
it’s the resource
on which to rely.
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MLS# 262561 • $664,000 • St. GeorGe ISLand

CUStoM PLantatIon HoMe
Large open LR, kitchen, DR, Furnished, 5 BR (3 are masters),

4 baths, 2 ½ baths (1 near pool), fireplace, ELEVATOR,
central vacuum, beautiful heated POOL & SPA, 2 new HVAC

systems, New Gas Heater for pool, New septic system
2011,WhelkWay

45
18

85
2John Shelby

800-344-7570
850-927-4777

www.sgirealty.com

MLS# 252123 • $369,000 • St. GeorGe ISLand

FIrSt tIer Corner Lot!
Unobstuctable view over the 100 foot wide county

beach easement makes this one of the most sought after
building sites on St. George Island, "Street To Street" lot,
high & dry elevation, bike path on the north side, located

at the corner of 4th and East Gorrie Drive.

John Shelby
800-344-7570
850-927-4777

www.sgirealty.com
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MLS #247967 • $175,000 • Carrabelle/Bay View

Charming house on 1 acre within walking distance
to beach. Large screened porch for catching breezes.
Open floor plan with kitchen overlooking fireplace in
great room. Remodeled and move in ready. Does well
on vacation rental market.

Kathy Fink
850-899-5104 / 850-697-9010
www.coastalrealtyinfo.com
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the first two years, but some may 
continue into the third year. Gener-
ally, the training programs that are a 
part of the grants take between eight 
weeks and one year to complete. 

Even with the opportunities ex-
tended, the interest continues to lag. 
The federal fisheries disaster money 
from NOAA includes $538,000 more 
dollars for retraining, and can be 
spent on those workers who were 
not in the shelling or temporary jobs 
program under the National Emer-
gency Grant for Tropical Storm 
Debby.”

“It’s not just a job, it’s a lifestyle, 
and it’s often difficult for people to 
make a transition,” Bodine said. 
“This is not our first rodeo and 
we’ve never had great response to 
training.”

The biggest chunk of the federal 
fisheries disaster money, under-
standably, will go to oyster habitat 
restoration. This $4.5 million shelling 
of wild oyster reefs will be conducted 

by fisherman in shallow areas, and 
by barge in deeper water areas. 

Workforce is involved with the 
hand-shelling portion of this effort, 
under the direction of career manag-
er Shannon Hartsfield, with Apala-
chicola assisting with the paying of 
the oystermen as vendors. Having 
the city handle it means Workforce 
doesn’t have to buy “really expen-
sive” Jones Act insurance, Bodine 
said, noting that it cost almost a 
half-million dollars in insurance for 
employees working on the water last 
year.

“We couldn’t treat them as ven-
dors, we had to treat them as em-
ployees, and it was outrageously ex-
pensive,” she said. “Now that they’re 
vendors we don’t have to do that.”

Workforce will have to buy the 
shell this year, since the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services won’t be, Bodine 
said. “We’re trying to buy from lo-
cal vendors,” she said, noting that 

the cost appears to be $28 a yard for 
shells.”

Also included in the disaster 
monies is $415,000 for monitoring of 
the bay’s oyster population, to help 
evaluate the success of shelling 
programs. There also are $769,500 
for seafood processor facilities up-
grades for sanitation equipment.

In addition to Workforce, the 
services and activities funded by 
this grant will be a collaborative ef-
fort of the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity, DOACS, the 
Florida Department of Environmen-
tal Protection and the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission.

”DEO looks forward to partner-
ing with other state agencies and Ca-
reerSource Gulf Coast to administer 
these funds to the greatest benefit of 
the community,” DEO Executive Di-
rector Jesse Panuccio said. “We are 
pleased to continue our economic 
and environmental restoration ef-
forts in the Apalachicola Bay area.” 

retraining funds from page a1

by Buckeye Technology, a 
pulp and paper company 
that once operated pine 
plantations in the county. 
Commissioner William 
Massey said the roads were 
built 50 to 60 years ago.

According to the property 
appraiser’s office, there are 
about 19 dwellings in Pine 
Coast.

Jetton said the Pine 
Coast Plantation Homeown-
ers Association had voted 
unanimously to offer the 
roads to the county. He said 
the association said it would 
be responsible for any cover 
that needed to be put on the 
roads.

“We know they’re getting 
old,” he said.

Last February, the hom-
eowners association wrote 
to the commission asking if 
they could hire county road 
crews on an occasional ba-
sis to help with maintenance 
and resurfacing. They were 
told, at that time, the county 
couldn’t legally work on pri-
vate roads.

At the Sept. 2 meeting, 
Commission Chair Cheryl 
Sanders told Jetton, “In past 
you have sent us letters. 
We haven’t looked at (per-
forming maintenance and 
repairs) because they were 
private roads. Have you done 
anything recently to change 
it from private to public?”

Jetton said the associa-
tion would deed the roads to 
the county.

“If we give them to you, 
they would be public roads,” 

Molsbee said.
County Planner Alan 

Pierce asked if the hom-
eowners association could 
provide the county with a 
survey and legal descrip-
tions of the roads being of-
fered. Jetton said he believed 
there was a survey.

“It’s been county policy 
that private roads be brought 
up to county standards be-
fore they be accepted as 
public roads,” Commis-
sioner Smokey Parrish said. 
“That doesn’t seem to be the 
case here. This is 10 miles of 
roads you’re talking about. 
That’s a lot of material, a lot 
of upkeep.”

Pierce said he believed 
some of the roads had a base 
on them but was unsure 
of their general condition. 
Sanders compared the roads 
to Buck Street, which runs 
off Ridge Road in Eastpoint.

Buck Street is a short un-

improved private road that 
serves about 10 households. 
Over the past three years, 
the county has repaired 
Buck Street at least three 
times. In July 2013, County 
Attorney Michael Shuler 
told commissioners the 
county could not legally use 
equipment belonging to the 
county road department to 
repair Buck Street.

On Sept. 2, Sanders said 
she felt that if the residents 
of Buck Street paid taxes, 
the county should maintain 
their road.

Commissioner Noah  
Lockley agreed pro- 
visionally.

“I think the county should 
pick up all these roads if they 
are not private,” he said. “If 
they are public roads, people 
have a right to get to their 
houses. We send the school 
bus, ambulance and police 
down them.”

Commissioner Pinki 
Jackel said she believed that 
she, Sanders and Commis-
sioner William Massey all 
had roads that should be un-
der county maintenance and 
were not.

“I agree with Commis-
sioner Sanders. These folks 
pay taxes,” Jackel said. “I 
have a handful of roads of 
Eastpoint that I get calls on. 
It puts me in a bad situation 
with people I see everyday 
and they can hardly get out 
of their driveway. We can’t do 
anything for them and these 
are good taxpaying citizens. 
The roads should have been 
brought up to standards. 

“That is not these folks’ 
fault. It’s the fault of the de-
veloper. I think we need to 
take a look at it on a case-by-

case basis. We need to have 
a harsh policy in the future 
that we will not sign off on 
anything unless the roads 
are up to county standards, 
and if they can’t develop as 
a result of us requiring them 
to do that, well too bad.”

Parrish said that policy 
had been in place for many 
years.

Pierce said the roads in 
Pine Coast Plantation are 
rural agricultural roads and 
not subdivision roads.

“We’re going to have to do 
something to help folks be-
cause that’s our job,” Sand-
ers said.

“At one point that was the 
law but it deviated from that 
with Lighthouse Estates (a 
development between Carra-
belle and Eastpoint.) The de-

veloper was supposed to have 
gone in there and renovated 
and upgraded the roads and 
the county ended up doing it. 
I want to know, when we have 
an emergency or children to 
be picked up by the bus, that 
roads will be passable.”

Jackel moved that the 
commission instruct the 
county attorney to review 
the Pine Coast Plantation 
proposal.

“We’ve got county paving 
funds. We have to do what 
we need to do,” she said. 
“We may need to look at the 
citizens doing something on 
their behalf too as far as if 
there are not existing sur-
veys or culverts. There may 
be some financial obligation 
(they) have to meet on a case 
by case basis.”

photos by LoIs sWoboDA | The Times

Buck Street in Eastpoint is seen following heavy rains last year.

Nita Molsbee, left, and Fred Jetton address 
commissioners.

Who Is eLIgIbLe for heLp
tropIcAL storm Debby NAtIoNAL emergeNcy grANt

You must be unemployed and served under the Tropical 
Storm Debby temporary jobs grant as a sheller or in a 
temporary job with the county

fIsherIes fAILure grANt (INcLuDINg oyster hAbItAt 
restorAtIoN AND vocAtIoNAL AND eDucAtIoNAL trAININg)
l You held a saltwater products license in 2012
l You earned 80 percent or more of your income from 

the Bay in 2012
l You can provide proof of income from the Bay in 

2012 (for example, trip tickets, 1099 from a dealer, 
receipts for piece work)
l You are unemployed and not receiving unemployment 

compensation
l Some restaurant workers who lost employment and 

are still unemployed may also be eligible 
For questions, call the CareerSource Gulf Coast office in 

Apalachicola at 653-4981.

private roads from page a1
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Parkway MotorsParkway Motors
‘07 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE

$315/month
WAC, $1000 Down

4x4

‘08 HONDA ACCORD

$235/month
WAC, $1000 Down

EX-6, Leather, Roof, Low Miles!

‘07 MINICOOPER

$235/month
WAC, $1000 Down

26K Miles

‘09 DODGE RAM

$315/month
WAC, $1000 Down

2 to choose from!

‘07 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN

$374/month
WAC, $1000 Down

271, 4x4,Third Row,NAV

‘08 CHEVROLET SILVERADO

$359/month
WAC, $1000 Down

‘12 GENESIS COUPE

$316/month
WAC, $1000 Down

R-Spec

‘07 SUZUKI ZL7

$9,991
‘11 SX4

$9,991

‘05 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L

$9,991
‘05 CHEVROLET MALIBU

$9,991

‘04 HONDA CR-V

$9,991
‘07 PT CRUISER

$4,995

‘05 BUICK CENTURY SEDAN

$4,991
‘07 VW E0S

$234/month
WAC, $1000 Down

Convertible

Good Credit,
Bad Credit
NO PROBLEM!

One year on the job,You’re Approved!!

75 CARS & TRUCKS TO CHOOSE FROM!!

Refer a Friend or Family Member,
Receive $200 if they buy!

WeWelcome First Time Buyers!

‘05 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L‘05 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L‘05 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L‘04 HONDA CR-V
Under $10,000

850-481-0148 4136 E.15th St. | Panama City
w w w . p k w y m o t o r s . c o m 11

29
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“Trivia Fun” with 
Wilson Casey, Guiness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across the 
country and is now a weekly 
feature in The Times.

1) Who’s been the 
only astronaut to enter 
space in the Mercury, 

Gemini, and Apollo 
programs? 

Glenn, Aldrin, White, 
Schirra

2) What’s your 
problem if you’re 
suffering from 
taresthesia?

Crick in neck, Sleepy foot, 
Woozy brain, Muscle pain

3) Which state got 
its name from the 
Algonquin word for 
“muddy water”? 

Missouri, Mississippi, 
Iowa, Alabama

4) What is Brazil’s 

favorite pizza topping?
Green peas, Squid, Curry, 

Pineapple

5) Which character of 
“The Simpsons” has a 
13AA shoe size?

Lisa, Homer, Marge, 
Abraham

6) What’s the depth 
of water to float a boat 
called?

Drogue, Draft, Freeboard, 
Trim

7) Which room do 
more housekeepers say 
is the hardest to keep 
clean?

Bathroom, Den, Child’s 
bedroom, Kitchen

8) What is chrysotile 
also known as?

Velcro, Asbestos, 
Permanent Press, Nylon

9) Which vehicle first 
made Lee Iacocca’s 
reputation?

Thomas Flyer, Chevy Bel 
Air, Dodge Comet, Ford 
Mustang

10) What U.S. item 
went on sale for the 
first time in 1939 at 
$1.15?

Plastic plate sets, Nylon 

stockings, Silk flowers, TV 
snack tables 

11) Of these which 
isn’t one of the three 
chipmunks?   

Alvin, Franklin, Simon, 
Theodore

12) What was the 
original name of 
miniature golf?     

Putt-Putt, Tom Thumb Golf, 
Little Club, Roof Golf

13) Cats have about 
100 vocal sounds, but 
what about dogs? 

10, 25, 50, 75

14) In which year did 
NBC’s “Saturday Night 
Live” debut?

1970, 1975, 1980, 1985

ANSWERS 
1) Schirra. 
2) Sleepy foot. 
3) Missouri. 
4) Green peas. 
5) Marge. 
6) Draft. 
7) Bathroom. 
8) Asbestos. 
9) Ford Mustang. 
10) Nylon stockings. 
11) Franklin. 
12) Tom Thumb Golf. 
13) 10. 
14) 1975. 

Trivia Fun
Wilson Casey
WC@Trivia 

Guy.com

By Elinor Mount-Simmons
Special to the Times

Franklin County K-
12 School is a member 
of the Franklin County 
community, and as such, 
the community plays a 
huge role in the operation 
of the school. One very 
important contribution 
from the community came 
this summer and during 
the first days of school, 
and that was the donation 
of school supplies and 
financial assistance with 
T-shirt purchases. 

We have discovered 
that because of some 
of life’s unpredictable 
situations, so many 
grandparents are having 
to take care of the needs 
of their grandchildren, 
and when school starts, 
that includes purchasing 
school supplies and buying 
school shirts. Fortunately, 
on staff at FCS is Connie 
Sawyer, our bookkeeper, 
and recognizing this need 
and possessing a heart of 
gold, she looked out in the 
community for help and 
became the driving force 
behind securing money to 
help meet this need and 
others. Making phone calls 
throughout the community, 

Sawyer found many, many 
good Samaritans who 
generously donated to 
the causes she told them 
about. 

Big thanks to the 
Florida Department of 
Corrections. When Sawyer 
got in touch with them, 
representatives from the 
Franklin Correctional 
Institution in Carrabelle 
got right on it. From a 
supply list she sent to 
them, they purchased 
and presented to us a 
huge amount of school 
supplies. Big thanks also 
to the Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Office. Their 
representative, Michelle 
Moore, spearheaded this 
law enforcement agency’s 
efforts to assist and they 
brought us a big box full of 
student supplies.

Sawyer also sought 
assistance in providing 
school T-shirts and thus 
far, more than $600 has 

been received to purchase 
shirts for those unable to. 
Sawyer said the money and 
wonderful testimonies just 
“came pouring in from all 
the community” and she is 
so grateful to all those that 
heeded her requests.

The Seahawks also 
have a special project, our 
Positive Behavior Incentive 
program and monies were 
also needed to fund that. 
Students who display that 
extra special behavior, who 
are caught doing good, who 
follow the Seahawk motto 
of “Be Responsible, Be 
Respectful, Be Safe, Be the 
change” are given a feather 

(actually a slip of paper 
with a feather graphic) 
which they can turn in 
so that at the end of the 
week, they are entered in a 
drawing to receive special 
treats as a reward for their 
doing the right thing. It’s 
another way to help our 
students stay on track and 
work hard, soaring to their 
fullest potential. 

To the many, many 
people, businesses, 
organizations from our 
community, Sawyer and the 
Seahawk family thanks you 
so much for demonstrating 
that wonderful Franklin 
County spirit of helping 

out. So to …Tracy Russ, 
JoAnn Chase - The 
Bungalow of Carrabelle, 
Dottye Thornburg, Peggy 
L. Calhoun, Eastpoint 
Community Action, 
Eastpoint Church of God, 
Dr. and Ms. W. M. Wood, 
Pam Nobles Studio, 
Robert C. Horn, Rebecca 
Holton, Debbie Flowers, 
Unique Nails & More of 
Eastpoint, Ira J Watson, 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
of Apalachicola and Jo 
Ann Gander, the Seahawks 
thank you. (Now you folks 
know Connie Sawyer, her 
heart is super-sized, but if 
she forgot your name, just 

know it was an oversight.) 
The Seahawk faculty and 
staff send a huge thank 
you to Connie Sawyer, too, 
for recognizing this need 
and doing something about 
it. Big thanks to Dottye 
Thornburg, also for her 
special donations to our 
teachers.

That’s it for this week. 
Until next week, keep 
soaring. 

A longtime classroom 
teacher in the Franklin 
County Schools, Elinor 
Mount-Simmons was a 
regular columnist for the 
Times for many years.

Prison employees, community, donate school supplies
Assistant Principal 
Harolyn Walker is 
flanked by Allison 
Caynter and 
Melissa Millette, 
representatives of 
prison employees 
in Carrabelle who 
were instrumental 
in the success of 
the school supply 
donations.

ELINOR MOUNT-SIMMONS 
| Special to the Times
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