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A lure to Carrabelle, A8

Appraiser: Commission 
chair maintaining dual 
homestead exemptions

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894| @ApalachTimes

dadlerstein@starfl .com

Franklin County Commission 
Chair Pinki Jackel has repaid the 
county nearly $5,000 in back taxes 

and penalties after being cited by 
the property appraiser’s offi ce for 
violating the Florida law against 
maintaining dual homestead 
exemptions.

Jackel repaid the money last 
week after Property Appraiser 
Doris Pendleton on June 20 sent 
her a certifi ed letter that she had 
30 days to either repay the nearly 
$3,000 in back taxes plus a 50 per-
cent penalty and 15 percent annu-
al interest or face a lien on the St. 
George Island home she co-owns 

with her husband, Marietta, Ga., 
attorney Dana Jackel.

In all, taxes and penalties due 

to the county on the 301 W. Gorrie 
Drive property for 2009-11 totaled 
$4,947. The home, purchased by 
the couple in 1998 for $125,000, was 
appraised last year at $330,846.

Along with her check, dated 
June 26, Pinki Jackel provided a 
letter from Tallahassee attorney 
Stephen Slepin, who wrote that 
neither of his clients “believes the 
homestead exemption was im-
properly allowed,” but they were 

By LOIS SWOBODA and DAVID ADLERSTEIN 
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes 

dadlerstein@starfl .com

Defi cit 
puts pre-K 
program 

in jeopardy
By DAVID ADLERSTEIN

653-8894 | @ApalachTimes
dadlerstein@starfl .com

Finance offi cials told the school 
board last week that because it fac-
es going over budget 
this year and dimin-
ishing tax returns 
next year, the dis-
trict ought to consid-
er a cut to employee 
benefi ts and possibly 
getting out of the vol-
untary pre-kinder-
garten program.

“In the last two 
years, we’ve lost 
$2 million and they 
(the state) have given us an ad-
ditional $400,000,” said Roy Car-
roll, the school district’s director of 

County tax 
base slide 
continues

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

dadlerstein@starfl .com

Franklin County’s overall tax 
base slid by 12.7 percent this year, 
worse than the falloff last year and 
the sixth consecutive year it has 
shrunk.

It is now less than half the size it 
was in 2006 and almost exactly what 
it was in 2003.

According to preliminary num-
bers Property Appraiser Doris 
Pendleton’s offi ce provided to the 
Florida Department of Revenue by 
the July 1 deadline, the county’s 
combined taxable value will drop to 
$1.65 billion from $1.89 billion last 
year, a decline of 12.7 percent, or 
about a quarter-billion dollars.

This is more than the 10 percent 
Pendleton estimated last month 
might be the case. 

“We knew it could go either way, 
and it happened to hit a little harder 
than we thought it would,” she said.

Because school taxes do not in-
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director of special 
programs

Jackel cited for tax violation

Franklin County celebrates Fourth of July

From the moment Angelita Stephens’ 
sweet voice rose to the crescendo of “the 
Star Spangled Banner” at Apalachicola’s 
Riverfront Park on July 3 all the way to 
the grand fi nale of the fi reworks over 
the Carrabelle River on July 4, Franklin 
County marked this year’s Independence 
Day in especially fi ne fashion. 

Apalachicola’s traditional Red, 
White and Blue parade, led by Mayor 
Van Johnson in his newly outfitted 
ApalachOne vehicle, left Lafayette Park 

with a long queue of gaily decorated golf 
carts, automobiles, bicycles and plenty 
of politicians waving to onlookers lining 
Avenue B. 

Beneath a huge fl ag hanging over-
head from the ladder of the St. George 
Island Volunteer Fire Department truck, 
Riverfront Park came alive with a gather-
ing crowd, enjoying an ice cream social as 
anticipation built for the pyrotechnics. 

DAVID ADLERSTEIN | The Times 

Watching the Carrabelle fi reworks are, at left, are Danger Painter, in the arms of 
Sylvia Keith, and Lily Keith, in the arms of her mom, Billie Jean Keith. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT

State softball tourney 
all weekend

From Friday through 
Monday, July 13-16, enjoy 
the fi nest in softball action 
as the county plays host 
to Florida’s Dixie Softball 
state tournament at the Will 
Kendrick Sport Complex. For 
more information, call 653-
6240 or 899-4008

Vive La France 
on Saturday

This month’s Second 
Saturday Celebration points 
up the connections between 
France and Apalachicola 
with a Vive La France 
Bastille Day. On July 14, 
downtown Apalachicola 
will be fl ooded with liberté, 
égalité, fraternité, for an 
all-day celebration. For more 
information, call 323-0176.

Summer bingo 
on the island

Every Tuesday, come to St. 
George Island for Summer 
Bingo. Bring your marker 
and head upstairs at the Jay 
Abbott Fire Station, 324 E. 
Pine Ave., at 7 p.m.. Just 25 
cents a card. Sponsored by 
the St. George Island Civic 
Club. For details, call 927-
2654. Everyone welcome.

C-Quarters youth 
fi shing tourney July 21

On July 21, kids 16 and 
younger are invited to attend 
the seventh annual Youth 
Fishing Tournament at 501 
St. James Ave. (U.S 98). 
Registration is required on-
site. Sponsored by Jimmie 
Crowder of C-Quarters 
Marina, FishFloridaTag.
org and local businesses. 
For more information, call 
697-8400 or visit www.
c-quartersmarina.com.

One World, Many 
Stories

Enjoy special summer 
programs at the Franklin 
County Public Library, 29 
Island Drive in Eastpoint. 
Teenagers ages 12-17 are 
invited to a reading program 
on Thursdays from 2-4 
p.m., and toddlers through 
age 4 have story hour from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Fridays. 
For grown-ups, there is a 
Book Chat at 1:30 p.m. fi rst 
Mondays. For details, call 
670-8151. 



LocalA2 | The Times Thursday, July 12, 2012

AutomAtic Power Protection 24/7

**prices vary depending on equipment & installation

No lights, loss of communication and safety issues are just a few of the headaches 
associated with a power outage.

When the power goes out, depend on a GenerAc standby generator to supply 
back-up electricity to your home’s essential items, automatically. No manual starting.

For turn key installation starting at:

$4500.00**
Anderson Power Services

229-247-6630
http://andersonpowerservices.com

Smart LensesSM

Can produce clear vision without glasses, at all distances

"Freedom from Eye Glasses,
Now a reality for many."

NO HIDDEN CHARGES: It is our policy that the patient and any other person responsible for payments has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed 
by payment or any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

www.mulliseye.com

"We Welcome
NeW PatieNts,

call today
for your
Priority

aPPoiNtmeNt"

FOR NEW PATIENTS
59 AND OLDER

This certificate is good for a complete 
Medical Eye Exam with

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician and Surgeon.

The exam includes a prescription for eye glasses and tests for 
Glaucoma, Cataracts and other eye diseases.

FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT CALL: 
850-763-6666

 ELIGIBILITY: U.S. Citizens living in the Florida Panhandle,
59 years and older, not presently under our care. 

Coupon Expires: 7-31-12            

FREE
EYE EXAM

CODE: AP00

Darren Payne, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician 

and Cataract Surgeon

Lee Mullis, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician 

and Cataract Surgeon

Todd Robinson, M.D.
Board Certified Eye Physician 

and Cataract Surgeon

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

Dadlerstein@starfl .com

Franklin County’s 
jobless rate held steady 
in May, nearly two 
percentage points better 
than both Gulf and Bay 
counties.

According to 
preliminary numbers 
released June 15 by the 
Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity 
(DEO), the county’s 
unemployment rate stayed 
at 6.1 percent even as 
the workforce grew by 

90 workers, from 5,624 to 
5,716. 

Five people were added 
to the unemployment rolls, 
boosting them from 341 
to 346 people in search of 
work. 

The county’s labor 
force remains larger than 
one year ago when it 
comprised 5,581 workers 
and when the jobless rate 
was higher, at 7.6 percent.

Franklin County’s 
jobless picture kept it at 
fourth best in the state. 
Monroe County had the 
state’s lowest rate, at 
4.9 percent, followed by 

Walton at 5.3 and Okaloosa 
at 5.9. 

Many of the counties 
with the lowest 
unemployment rates were 
those with relatively high 
proportions of government 
employment.

The county’s 
unemployment numbers 
continue to outpace the 
two nearby counties, 
Bay and Gulf, which 
also are part of the Gulf 
Coast Workforce region. 
Bay stayed steady at 7.8 
percent, while Gulf ticked 
upwards, from 7.9 to 8.0 
percent.

The combined jobless 
rate in the region was 7.7 
percent in May, unchanged 
from April but 1.6 
percentage points lower 
than the region’s year ago 
rate of 9.3 percent and 
below the current state 
rate of 8.5 percent. 

This is the region’s best 
jobless picture since Nov. 
2008. With an out of a labor 
force of 102,873, there were 
7,930 unemployed Gulf 
Coast residents. 

“We continue to 
hold steady. While the 
economy is still having 
fi ts and starts, we seem 

to be heading in the right 
direction,” Kim Bodine, 
executive director for 
the Gulf Coast Workforce 
Board, said. “Our 
unemployment rate is 
considerably lower than 
last year, and our tourism 
season is in full swing.”

According to data 
collected by the 
Conference Board, there 
were 2,005 job openings 
advertised online in May 
for the Gulf Coast region, 
an increase of 3.3 percent 
in job demand from one 
year ago. 

Since the beginning of 

the year, the workforce 
board has placed 2,199 
individuals in jobs. 

Florida’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment 
rate was 8.6 percent in 
May, lowest since Dec. 
2008 when it was 8.2 
percent. 

There were 794,000 
jobless Floridians out of a 
labor force of 9.26 million. 

The May rate was 2.0 
percentage points lower 
than the year-ago rate of 
10.6 percent. 

The U.S. unemployment 
rate was 8.2 percent in 
May. 

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ApalachTimes

Lswoboda@starfl .com

Apalachicola tree 
committee chairman 
Geoff Hewell said his 
group is working hard to 
preserve Apalachicola’s 
environment.

The city Tree Ordinance 
2011-01 was put into place 
in Feb. 2011. It provides 
protection for the city’s 
trees in consideration of 
their value in “providing 
a healthier and more 
beautiful environment,” 
and “enhancing the value 
and marketability of 
property.”

In an interview July 5, 
Hewell said his committee 
members have put in 
more than 30 hours this 
year assessing proposed 
pruning and tree removal, 
and he has been in weekly 
contact with Wilber Bellew, 
the city staffer charged 
with liaising with the tree 
committee. Committee 
members include Hewell, 
Bruce Hall, Robin 

Vroegop, Caroline Weiler, 
Beth Wright and Bob Horn. 

Hewell said something 
went wrong late last 
Thursday afternoon when 
Burford’s Tree Inc. of 
Anniston, Ala., descended 
on Avenue C with more 
than a dozen bucket trucks 
and set to work.

“I don’t understand why 
they were trimming at 7 
p.m. at night when the city 
employees were all gone,” 
Hewell said, adding that he 
was under the impression 
Bellew would be present 
during the pruning of any 
protected tree or patriarch 
tree as defi ned in the 
ordinance.

Hewell agreed the 
alleys, which were 
trimmed earlier in the 
week, “were in terrible 
shape. We gave them the 
understanding that that’s 
mostly where the power 
outages were.”

He blamed the 
condition of the wires in 
the alleys on Progress’ 
failure to prune on a 
regular basis.

He said Progress 
Energy wants to prune 
on a fi ve-year cycle, but 
Apalachicola’s ordinance 
calls for an 18- month 
pruning cycle, with four-to-
six foot clearance of wires. 

“Just because it’s 
an emergency doesn’t 
mean you go beyond the 
standards,” said Hewell. 
“They trimmed six feet 
below even the TV cable in 
some cases.”

He said that some 
trees lost more than 25 
percent of their canopy, 
also prohibited under the 
ordinance.

Hewett said Progress 
had been scheduled to 
send in crews for regular 
trimming twice since the 
ordinance passed but 
cancelled both times.

“Why did they jump on 
Avenue C?” he asked. “The 
power had already been 
restored.

“The tree committee 
was awful disappointed in 
Progress Energy because 
they promised us so 
much,” said Hewell.

Tree committee frustrated at Progress’ timing

LOIS SWOBODA | The Times

More than a dozen bucket trucks descended on Avenue C late last Thursday to 
trim trees after power had already been restored.

County jobless rate holds steady at 6.1%
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Dr. Hobson Fulmer 
of Apalachicola Bay Animal Clinic

Welcomes Our New Associate:
Dr. John Duncan

Along with Dr. Fulmer, 
Dr. Duncan will be seeing patients for small animal 

medicine and surgery.
Please call for an appointment or come by to meet him.

850-670-8306
Clinic hours: Monday-Friday 8am – 6 pm

187 Highway 98, Eastpoint
Complete small animal medicine and surgery, 

wellness programs, laser surgery, diagnostic ultrasound, 
flea and heartworm prevention, pet supplies, 

superior senior pet care, periodontal therapy featuring 
digital dental radiology, spay and neuter programs for pets, 

shelter and feral cats, complete in house laboratory facilities, 
highly trained professional caring staff, 
boarding, after hour’s emergency care

Serving Franklin and 
Gulf Counties for 30 years

There’s a 
New Veterinarian 

in Town!

The Big Bend Area Health Education Center 
(Big Bend AHEC) is offering FREE tobacco 

cessation classes in Franklin County and throughout the 
Big Bend region. We know the challenges you face. We 
will help you develop the tools to succeed and we will 

provide the support you need. 

For more information, call Big Bend AHEC at:
850-509-6614 or 850-224-1177

(local office)
or

1-87-QUIT-NOW-6
(1-877-848-6696)

Visit www.ahectobacco.com for the schedule of 
classes we have available. 

free
nicotine 
patches!

no cost 
to 

attend!

Begin your new life journey tobacco free!

The following report is 
provided by the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 
Arrests in this report 
were made by officers 
from the Apalachicola 
Police Department 
(APD), Carrabelle Police 
Department (CPD) 
and Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Office (FCSO). 
All defendants are to be 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court 
of law.

June 28
Patrick L. Johnston, 24, 

Clearwater, burglary of a 
dwelling, grand theft and 
tampering with physical 
device (FCSO)

Jeremiah D. Branton, 
32, Tallahassee, burglary 
of structure causing 
damage, and grand theft 
(FCSO) 

Elex D. Pugh, 34, 
Apalachicola, aggravated 
assault with a deadly 
weapon (FCSO)

June 29
Richard M. Charron, 

55, Eastpoint, possession 
of less than 20 grams of 
cannabis (FCSO)

July 2
Mark Devin Creamer, 

27, Panama City, violation 
of probation (FCSO)

July 3
Amber N. Vinson, 

25, Eastpoint, domestic 
battery (FCSO)

July 4
Fonda D. Davis, Jr., 

21, Apalachicola, Gulf 
County warrant for false 
imprisonment and sexual 
battery (FCSO)

July 5
Stephanie M. Ross, 

25, Carrabelle, uttering 
(FCSO)

July 6
Marcus D. Kelley, 36, 

Bristol, corruption by 
threat against a public 
servant, and domestic 
battery (FCSO)

Michael L. Lee, 43, 
Carrabelle, violation 
of a domestic violence 
injunction (FCSO)

Nathan H. 
Montgomery, 56, 

Apalachicola, failure to 
appear (FCSO)

July 7
Kristen R. Edgecomb, 

30, Eastpoint, felony 
driving while license 
suspended or revoked 
(APD)

July 8
Paul J. Green, III, 46, 

Cairo, Ga., battery (FCSO)
Derrick E. Kennedy, 

40, Carrabelle, domestic 
battery (FCSO)

July 9
Travis Dwayne 

Millender, 35, Carrabelle, 
felony battery — great 
bodily harm, two counts 
of battery and corruption 
by threats against a public 
servant (CPD)

Mark Devin Creamer, 
27, Panama City, violation 
of probation (FCSO)

Christopher E. Everitt, 
25, Apalachicola, burglary 
of an occupied dwelling 
and battery (APD)

Loreal L. Daniels, 31, 
Apalachicola, child abuse 
and battery (FCSO)

By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894 | @ApalachTimes

Dadlerstein@starfl.com

A Highland View man 
and his mother were 
killed Thursday morning,  
July 5 when a pickup truck 
crossed the center line on 
the John Gorrie Bridge 
and struck the truck he 
was driving in the oppo-
site lane.

According to a report 
completed by Florida 
Highway Patrol crash  
investigator Sgt. Aaron 

Stephens and FHP ho-
micide investigator Cpl. 
Scotty Lolley, the collision 
occurred at 11:40 a.m. on 
the bridge one mile west 
of Bay Shore Drive.

A 2003 Dodge Pickup, 
driven by Robert Cream-
er, 62, of Eastpoint, was 
headed east from Apala-
chicola when it crossed 
into the westbound lane 
and struck the left front 
of a 1988 Dodge Pickup, 
driven by John E. Parker, 
65, of Highland View. After 
impact, the right rear of 

Parker’s truck struck the 
concrete barrier wall on 
the north shoulder. 

Parker died in the col-
lision. A passenger in 
Parker’s truck, Agnes H. 
Parker, 97, of Port St. Joe, 
was critically injured and 
rushed to Tallahassee 
Memorial Hospital, where 
she later died.

Creamer, in serious 
condition, was taken to 
Bay Medical Center.

All three individu-
als were wearing their 
seatbelts. 

After shutting down 
the bridge as emergency 
crews from volunteer fire 
departments worked with 
Jaws of Life to free the 
victims, FHP reopened 
the bridge at about 2:30 
p.m.

John E. Parker served 
as a staff sergeant in 
Vietnam with the U.S. 
Air Force, where he was 
awarded the Special 
Weapons Load Medal, 
Air Combat Award, Re-
public of Vietnam Service 
Medal, Presidential Wing 

Citation, and numerous 
other awards, totaling 14. 
He was active in the John 
C. Gainous Post 10069, 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the American 
Legion.  

Parker earned a 
straight-A grade point 
average at South Geor-
gia Technical College as 
a student in automotive. 
He also earned a degree 
from Georgia Southwest-
ern College. He served as 
an automotive instructor 
at South Georgia Tech for 

24 years, and was Advisor 
of the Year while teaching 
there.

Mr. Parker collected 
antique cars, loved an-
tique car shows, fish-
ing and was an avid 
outdoorsman.

A memorial service 
will be held on Saturday, 
July 14 in Sunset Memory 
Gardens in Americus, 
Ga.  Those who wish may 
make donations to For-
gotten Coast Wounded 
Warriors, P. O. Box 1022, 
Port St. Joe, FL, 32457.

2 killed, 1 injured in bridge collision

Arrest report

Special to the Times

New requirements 
put in place by Florida 
lawmakers will soon 
affect drivers with a blue 
permanent disabled 
parking permit.

Effective Oct. 1, when 
the Florida Department 
of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) 
begins implementation of 
the new law., any person 
issued a permanent 
disabled parking permit 
must renew it every four 
years and, when doing 
so, provide a certificate 
of disability completed 
and signed by a certifying 
authority within the past 
12 months. 

That means every blue 
disabled parking permit 
holder will, at least every 
four years and within 12 
months of the date of their 
renewal, fill out Form 

HSMV 83039. 
Permit holders will not 

have to pay a renewal fee. 
In addition, effective July 
1, if your blue permanent 
disabled parking permit 
is lost or stolen, a 
replacement will only 
be issued if you submit 
the same documentation 
required for renewals. 

The new law does not 
affect red temporary 
disabled parking permits, 
nor people who have 
disabled (wheelchair) 
license plates. Under 
current Florida law, blue 
disabled parking permit 
holders must renew 
their parking permits 
every four years, but they 
do not have to submit 
certificates of disability 
when renewing. Drivers 
in Franklin County can 
renew online, by mail or 
by visiting Tax Collector 
Jimmy Harris’ office. 

The legislation also 
directs DHSMV to collect 
calls reporting abuse of 
the permits. Calls should 
be placed to the DHSMV 
Customer Service Center 
at (850) 617-3803. 

The blue disabled 
parking permit with a 
current sticker must be 
visible from the front 
and rear of a motor 
vehicle. One side of the 
permit must display 
the applicant’s driver’s 
license number or state 
identification card number, 
along with a warning the 
applicant must have such 
identification at all times 
while using the parking 
permit. 

Illegally obtaining or 
using a permit can result 
in the loss of the parking 
permit and carries the 
potential for criminal 
penalties as outlined in 
Florida Statute 320-0848. 

Changes to disabled  
parking permit renewal

Law Enforcement
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The Apalachicola 
Riverkeeper’s executive 
director, Dan Tonsmeire, 
not only keeps a watchful 
eye over the river itself, 
but everything that affects 
it - including Supreme 
Court decisions.

Last month, the U.S. 
Supreme Court refused 
to take up an appeal filed 
by Florida in the case 
involving the Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-Flint 
river system. Both 
the Apalachicola 
Riverkeeper and the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(DEP) warn that the 
decision not to hear 
Florida’s request to review 
an 11th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruling is likely 
to have a negative impact 
on the Apalachicola River 
and Bay.

The water dispute 
between Alabama, Florida, 
and Georgia has been 
taking place in federal 
court since 1990. Alabama 
and Georgia want water 
for industry and growing 
cities, while Florida needs 
water for fish and wildlife 
along the Apalachicola 
River and to support 
the seafood industry in 
Apalachicola Bay. 

Lake Lanier, a 
federal reservoir on the 
Chattahoochee River 
near Atlanta, Georgia, 
has been the focus of 
the dispute because it 
provides 60 percent of the 
storage capacity among 
the reservoirs on the 

river system. U.S. District 
Judge Paul Magnuson in 
2009 ruled that Congress 
must authorize Lake 
Lanier to provide water 
to Georgia cities. Without 
authorization, he ordered 
that water use be cut off 
in three years. But the 
11th Circuit overturned 
the decision and instead 
directed the Corps of 
Engineers to analyze its 
authority related to the 
Lake Lanier. Florida and 
Alabama in February 
asked the Supreme Court 
to review the case. 

“I’m disappointed by 
the decision,” Tonsmeire 
said. “But I’m also 
reminded how vital our 
work is. At least the 
Court’s decision will bring 
some resolution to the 
legal issues surrounding 
use of Lake Lanier for 
water supply.

“Now that we’re out 
of the courtroom, we 
can focus on the next 
step — managing water 
to meet the needs of 
all users throughout 
the ACF (Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-Flint) 
Basin because ultimately 
any lasting solution 
depends upon Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida 
working together to 
reach a water sharing 
agreement,” he said.

The ACF Stakeholders 
group has suggested that 
instead of new rounds of 
litigation, that everyone 
involved sit down together, 
and using the best 
available science, achieve 
a sustainable plan for 

how the water can best be 
managed throughout the 
entire ACF basin. 

“Our organization 
is redoubling its efforts 
to protect this national 
treasure,” Tonsmeire 
said of the Apalachicola 
Riverkeeper group. 
“We’re working hand in 
hand with the other ACF 
stakeholders in order to 
protect the entire basin. 
It’s too important not to. 
And we really need help 
to do it, donations and 
volunteers to help us fight 
the good fight for one 
of the most fragile and 
diverse ecosystems in our 
country.”

The Apalachicola 

Riverkeeper is a member-
supported, non-profit  
organization that monitors 
the Apalachicola from 
the upper reaches at 
the Florida/Georgia line 
downstream into the 
Apalachicola Bay and 
the Gulf of Mexico. One 
of its primary missions 
is to ensure that the 
Apalachicola is guaranteed 
its fair share of the waters 
of the Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-Flint 
watershed in perpetuity.

For more information 
or to contribute or 
volunteer, call 653-
8936 or go to www.
apalachicolariverkeeper.
org.

By Allison Vitt
Special to the Times

Alcohol — not 
marijuana — is the 
gateway drug that leads 
adolescents down 
the path toward 
more serious 
substances, a 
new University 
of Florida study 
shows.

The findings 
may not settle 
a decades-old 
debate over how drug 
abuse begins, but it 
could help educators and 
policymakers build more 
effective drug-prevention 
programs, said Adam 
Barry, an assistant 
professor and researcher 
in the College of Health 
and Human Performance.

“By recognizing the 
important predictive role 
of alcohol and delaying 
initiation of alcohol 
use, school officials and 
public health leaders 
can positively impact the 
progression of substance 
use,” he said. “I am 
confident in our findings 
and the clear implications 
they have for school-based 
prevention programs. By 
delaying and/or preventing 
the use of alcohol, these 
programs can indirectly 
reduce the rate of use of 
other substances.” 

The study appears in 
the August issue of the 
Journal of School Health.

Barry used a 
nationally representative 
sample of high school 
seniors, evaluating data 
collected through the 
annual Monitoring the 
Future study. The study, 
conducted by the Institute 
for Social Research at the 
University of Michigan, 
uses questionnaires to 
examine the behaviors, 
attitudes and values 
of secondary school 
students, college students 
and young adults. Once 
collected, the data is made 
available for evaluation 
by other researchers and 
institutions. 

Barry’s study focused 
on data collected from 
14,577 high school seniors 
from 120 public and private 
schools in the United 
States. 

He evaluated whether 
the students had ever 
used any of 11 substances, 
including licit substances 

such as alcohol and 
tobacco, as well as illicit 
substances like marijuana, 
cocaine, heroin, 
LSD, amphetamines, 
tranquilizers and other 

narcotics. The 
results indicated 
that alcohol, 
not marijuana 
or tobacco, was 
most often the 
first substance 
students tried, he 
said. 

In the sample 
of students, alcohol also 
represented the most 
commonly used substance, 
with 72.2 percent of 
students reporting alcohol 
consumption at some 
point in their lifetime. 
Comparatively, 45 percent 
of students reported using 
tobacco, and 43.3 percent 
cited marijuana use. 

In addition, the drug 
use documented found 
that substance use 
typically begins with the 
most socially acceptable 
drugs, such as alcohol and 
cigarettes, then proceeds 
to marijuana use and 
finally to other illegal, 
harder drugs. Moreover, 
the study showed that 
students who used alcohol 
exhibited a significantly 
greater likelihood - up to 
16 times - of licit and illicit 
substance use.

“These findings add 
further credence to the 
literature identifying 
alcohol as the gateway 
drug to other substance 
use,” he said.

Barry also cited the 
important role of parents 
and their alcohol-related 
attitudes and policies in 
the home.

“Parents should 
know that a strict, 
zero-tolerance policy at 
home is best. Increasing 
alcohol-specific rules and 
decreasing availability 
will help prevent an 
adolescent’s alcohol use,” 
he said. “The longer 
that alcohol initiation 
is delayed, the more 
likely that other drug or 
substance use will be 
delayed or prevented as 
well.”

Allison Vitt is a 
writer for the University 
of Florida, one of the 
nation’s largest public 
universities. She can be 
reached at 352-294-1609 or 
avitt@hhp.ufl.edu.

Even though I’m in a 
nursing home, I still vote in 
Franklin County. Though 
my health is poor my mind 
is not. Being in a nursing 
home has not stopped me 
from hearing and reading 
about the current series 
of elections and worrying 
about the outcome. I have 
many friends in Carrabelle 
that I talk to on my cell 
phone and some of them 
are saying that we should 
re elect Mike Mock. They 
are saying that when asked, 
Mock says he simply made a 
mistake because he trusted 
his men and did not know 
the facts when his people 
arrested Bill Snyder for 
battery almost five years 
ago.

I’m Bill Snyder’s mother 
and I was present when 
my son was beaten up at 
the Lanark Village water 
and sewer meeting back in 
2007. Yes it was a mistake 
to trust his men and 
allow them to arrest Bill 
but it was most certainly 
no accident. Myself and 
three other ladies from 
Lanark, accompanied 
by neighborhood watch 
volunteer Frank Rush, 
went to the sheriff ’s office 

twice within two weeks 
before the beating inflicted 
upon my son in a public 
meeting. We went because 
my son Bill had received 
threats from a Lanark 
water commissioner’s 
friends and a couple of her 
family members. They were 
following Bill everywhere 
he went and harassing 
him constantly. (Bill was in 
political opposition of the 
Lanark Water Board and 
was trying to get the board 
dissolved.)  

We went to see Sheriff 
Mock hoping that he would 
protect my son. Both times 
he said that he could not 
do anything unless Bill 
either got hurt or killed. 
This is why it is so bizarre 
that Sheriff Mock allowed 
my son to be arrested 
without a real investigation. 
Soon after the arrest, 
word got back to me that 
Sheriff Mock was telling 
people that Bill was just a 
troublemaker and that they 
were going on the evidence. 
A few days after the trial 
that totally exonerated my 
son, I learned that Mock 
was telling everyone that he 
just made a mistake. 

During my son’s trial Lt. 

Ronnie Segree admitted in 
court that he had turned the 
case in without including 
quite a few witness 
statements as well as the 
audio and video evidence 
that clearly proved that 
my son was attacked and 
not the other way around. I 
was one of those witnesses 
who made a statement 
and there were well over a 
dozen others who signed 
statements saying that 
my son was the one that 
was attacked. Sheriff 
Mock knew this because 
right after the arrest, 
dozens of people called 
him to protest what he had 
allowed to happen. Most 
of these people told him 
they were eyewitnesses. I 
was there that night and to 
my absolute horror, saw a 
very large man go charging 
behind a counter and begin 
beating and kicking my son 
so severely that I thought 
he was dead! Bill ended up 
leaving the meeting in an 
ambulance and he spent the 
night in the hospital, and 
yet he was the one who was 
arrested! My son has a rare 
muscular disease and could 
neither run nor fight back 
effectively. He had to stand 

there and take what he saw 
coming.

Ask yourselves this; 
if you witnessed your 
disabled son being beaten 
by a very healthy, much 
younger man; would you be 
so forgiving as to say that 
Sheriff Mock had simply 
made a mistake a few years 
ago by not knowing what 
was going on? I don’t think 
so! If it was a mistake, 
why didn’t Sheriff Mock 
apologize to my son and 
open a real investigation? 
Why didn’t Mock try to do 
anything at all to make it 
right? He did absolutely 
nothing!

How many other so-
called mistakes did Mr. 
Mock make while he was 
sheriff? I think that this 
“Mistake” is one mistake 
too many and we should 
not put him back in office! 
We didn’t re-elect him back 
then and we should not 
elect him now! Please think 
carefully before you vote. 
If it happened to my son, it 
could very well happen to 
you or yours.

Ruth Martin
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UF study: Drug 
abuse starts 
with alcohol
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Riverkeeper responds to  
Supreme Court decision

letters to the editor

Snyder case was Mock’s ‘mistake’

For the record my name 
is Deborah. My reaction 
to the front page article 
last week (“The Price of 
Progress”) was that it did 
not accurately represent 
what was going on. I do 
not think that it was fair or 
accurate to describe me or 
any of the members of the 
Tree Committee who were 
present, or people from the 
neighborhood or anyone 
else as “protesters.” The 
fact of the matter is there 
were about 12 trucks, 

probably 20 to 25 workers, 
it was 6:15 p.m. City Hall 
closed, and Progress 
Energy slashing away 
cutting patriarch trees.

All I was attempting to 
do was find a foreman or 
Progress Energy person to 
find out what was going on 
and why they were doing 
something that I thought 
they were not authorized 
to do under the tree 
ordinance. 

There was no 
emergency. The storm was 

over, the power was on.
I was also upset that 

your article seemed to set 
up an adversarial conflict 
between the elderly couple 
who have heart conditions 
and the Tree Committee, 
all of whom were ignored 
or treated disrespectfully 
by Progress Energy 
and the police as I was. 
Progress Energy would 
have had less problems 
if they had trimmed in 
an orderly fashion and in 
accordance with the tree 

ordinance in April when 
they were supposed to. You 
can cut down every tree 
in town and in a severe 
storm you will still lose 
electricity. 

Most of their problems 
probably relate to the 
fact that they have not 
upgraded their system nor 
did they do the trimming 
that was requested in 
April. 

Deborah Miller
Apalachicola

don tonsmeire

Progress trimming raised questions, not protest
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By PHYLLIS SVRCEK 
Special to the Times

The Chapman High School Class of 
1962 held its 50th year reunion June 
8-10. 

The festivities began June 8 at the 
home of Susan Clementson with ham-
burgers and all the trimmings. The 
rain did not hinder the high spirits as 
the classmates greeted each other with 
hugs and laughter. The much loved and 
familiar music of 1962 was provided by 
John Clementson.

Neal Porter, vice president of the 
class distributed caps to the guys. The 
caps were monogrammed with Chap-
man High School 1962 and a shark 
which was the school mascot. Likewise 
visors were given to the ladies.

On Saturday night, June 9 all gath-
ered at Trinity Episcopal Church’s 
Benedict Hall for a delicious seafood 
dinner. Phyllis Stanley Svrcek, presi-
dent of the class, welcomed everyone 
and homeroom procedures from 1962 
began. The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
fl ag was recited, followed by Deborah 
Huckeba reading verses from the Bi-
ble. Then a rousing rendition was sung 
of the school’s alma mater: “Dear Old 
Chapman , the school of our dreams.”

After the meal, Neal Porter and Boot-
sey George were given gifts in apprecia-
tion for their efforts in planning and co-
ordinating this event. Neal then spoke of 
many wonderful memories that had been 
shared during 1962. Deborah Huckeba 
had found the last will and testament of 
the class, and the reading of it resulted in 
much laughter. 

On the back of the excellent program, 

produced by Claudia Allen Coaker, were 
several “remember when” statements 
that were reminders of how life was in 
1962. Gas was only 25-29 cents per gallon. 
Transportation to St. George Island was 
only by ferry. Many family-owned stores 
existed.

Tom Daly was guest speaker and spoke 
on the current preservation efforts to 
maintain the authenticity of Apalachicola.

A cake decorated with a shark, mortar 
board and a star representing each 1962 
classmate was served for dessert. Neal 
Porter surprised everyone with “goodie 
bags” as a memento of the weekend. 
Door prizes were given; many which had 
been donated by local merchants. 

John Clementson provided popular 
music from 1962. Dancing began, with 
25 persons in attendance. Each classmate 
took a yellow rose as a remembrance of 
the time spent together, and everyone 
left in high spirits, making plans to re-
unite sooner than later. Some did meet 
for breakfast Sunday morning.

FREE
DIABETES EDUCATION CLASSES 

EACH WEEK
TWO LOCATIONS, TWO TIMES!

Classes are held every Wednesday
10:00AM

WEEMS MEDICAL 
CENTER EAST
110 NE 5TH ST
CARRABELLE

697-2345

5:00PM
WEEMS MEMORIAL 

HOSPITAL
135 AVENUE G
APALACHICOLA
653-8853 • X101

Classes taught by Erica Ceska, Registered Dietitian

EVERYONE WELCOME!

WHISPERING PINES, 
EASTPOINT

3BR/2BA well maintained  home 
on one acre lot.  Many upgrades throughout 

the home.  Large deck and 
2 storage sheds complete 

this ready to move in property.

  MLS #247364................. $149,900

Travis Stanley
850.653.6477

Grayson Shepard
850.653.6718

Leon Teat
850.653.5656

Sandy Mitchem
850.899.8300

BEAcHfRONT cONdO
ST. GEORGE ISLANd

2BR/2BA with two balconies in 
Villas of St. George. Established rental 

history!  Community pool, 
beach boardwalk, 

2 blocks to lighthouse!
   MLS# 246110...............$319,500

ST. GEORGE ISLANd
GuLf vIEW

4BR/4BA close to center of island and 
convenient. Good condition, tile floor, attractive 

kitchen.  Lots of storage and lovely native 
landscaping.

  MLS# 245752......................$399,000

NEW LOW PRIcE 
GREATER APALAcHIcOLA

Enjoy quiet country living on 3.75 acres.  Lovely 
custom built 3BR/2.5 BA home with many 

upgrades – Jacuzzi, deck, large walk in closet.  
1600 sq.ft. outbuilding on concrete pad. 

  MLS#244666................$255,000

GuLf vIEW
SGI PLANTATION

Charming 5BR/3BA cypress home with 
Anderson doors/windows.  Completely 

renovated in 2006 w/ granite countertops, new 
appliances/lighting/elevator! 

  MLS# 240897...............$475,000

GuLf vIEW 
ST GEORGE ISLANd

Pre construction.   
Great opportunity to buy a gulf view home.  

3BR/2BA with  great room opening to the front 
porch, upgraded kitchen.  New construction 

means low insurance costs!
MLS#247359...................$289,000

BILL MILLER REALTY
850-697-3751 (3310)    570-0658

400’ + COMM. U.S. 98 & GULF
ADJ. TO LANARK MARINA 85K

$29,500 $2,500 DOwN
BUYS 2 BED ApT. 2 - 6
OR RENT $500/MTH

COR. LOT 12 x 53 1 B/R
8 x 24’ SHED 27,500

GULFVIEw & ACCESS
3 BDR 2 BA 2006 M/H 89K

2 LG. SHADY LOTS - 3 SHEDS
400’ TO MARINA-CITY wATER49K

MIH - 2 CRNR LOTS - BLK. $ 
STORE -  REDUCED $49,500

CITY COMM. LOTS- U.S. 98 
$29,500 Up

Remembering 
the ‘war to 

end all wars’
Last month, while renovating an 

apartment in Lanark Village, Bryan Tay-
lor came across a roll of paper under the 
insulation in the attic. On unrolling it, he 
found the certifi cate pictured below.

This is a Columbia Certifi cate, which 
in 1919 were awarded to every American 
soldier who was killed or wounded in ac-
tion in World War I. These certifi cates 
were commissioned by President Wood-
row Wilson to honor these soldiers, with 
artwork by Edwin Blashfi eld.

There was no Purple Heart at the 
time, so they were presented to those sol-
diers whose heroism would receive this 
award today. Although the Purple Heart, 
designated as the Badge of Military 
Merit, was established in 1782 by George 
Washington, it was awarded to just three 
Revolutionary War soldiers, and then not 
awarded again until after World War I. 
Its use was reauthorized in 1932 when it 
became available to any soldier killed or 
wounded in action after April 5, 1917, the 
day before the US entered World War I.

The inscription at the top reads, “Co-
lumbia Gives To Her Son the Accolade 
of the New Chivalry of Humanity.” The 
soldier’s name, rank and unit were hand-
written at the bottom, above a printed 
signature of President Wilson.

This certifi cate was awarded to Pvt. 
Frederick Van Ham, a member of the 1st 
Division of the 129th Infantry. The document 
was donated to the Camp Gordon Johnston 
Museum and will be on display as part of its 
growing collection of military artifacts. 

– Lois Swoboda

PHYLLIS SVRCEK | Special to the Times

Attending the 50th reunion are, back row, from left, Norma Clenny Mallon, Linda Rowland Pardue, Claudia Allen 
Coaker, Frances Howell Monroe, Neal Porter, Francis Ponder, Milton Ward and Gerald Kent. Front row, from left, are 
Margaret Richards Todd, Phyllis Stanley Svrcek, Deborah Mabrey Huckeba, Bootsey George, Patricia McDonald Fritz, 
Steve Scarabin and Ronnie Martina.

Sharks celebrate 50th reunion

A look at the impressive reunion cake



PUPPIES!!
We have 8, 6 week old Lab/Hound puppies available 
for adoption! There is one in every color and color 
combination.  They are playful, social, healthy babies 
just waiting to go to their forever home.

Come meet these cuties and see which one falls in 
love with you. Volunteers are desperately needed to 
socialize all of our dogs and cats.

We are always looking for people willing to bring 
one of our animals into their home to be fostered for 
various needs. Anytime you can spare would be greatly 
appreciated.

Call Karen at 670-8417 for more details or visit the 
Franklin County Humane Society at 244 State Road 
65 in Eastpoint.  You may logon to the website at 
www.forgottenpets.org to see more of our adoptable 
pets.

PET of the
WEEK

Franklin County Humane Society

appreciated.

Call Karen at 670-8417 for more details or visit the 
Franklin County Humane Society at 244 State Road 
65 in Eastpoint.  You may logon to the website at 
www.forgottenpets.org to see more of our adoptable 
pets.

WE CAN HELP!
GOT MOSQUITOES?

Call lois at 653-5857
Franklin County’s Only lOCal Pest Control Company

MEET AND GREET WITH CLIFF CARROLL

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE
FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY SHERIFF

Come on out on Saturday, July 14 at 12:00 noon until 
2 pm at the City Park on 6th Street in Apalachicola.

This is the first of two events that are scheduled in Apalachicola, 
plus other events scheduled throughout the county. 

Food and refreshments will be served.  
For further information email 

carrollforsheriff@hotmail.com or call (850) 251-2781
Paid for and approved by Cliff Carroll for Franklin Co. Sheriff

Pd. Pol. Ad.
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Lions Club requests 
old eyeglasses

We missed you at lunch July 5. Our faithful 
volunteers prepared it, and the members of the 
Carrabelle Lions Club served it.

The Lions Club members hold their monthly 
meetings on the last Thursday of the month, at the 
Crooked River Grill, and the gavel falls at 7 p.m. 
Don’t forget to drop your old eyeglasses in the boxes. 
They will be repaired, cleaned and distributed to 

those who need them.
This afternoon, Robert Hill will 

be at the Franklin County Senior 
Citizens Center. Hill is a candidate 
for state representative for our 
district. Come and enjoy a good 
lunch, and meet Robert Hill.

I want to apologize for the 
misinformation on last Saturday’s 
golf club breakfast. The members 
of the Lanark Village Golf Club will 

start up the monthly breakfast in October.
Mark your calendars for Saturday. H. Jeff 

Vonier will treat us to coffee and doughnuts from 
8:30-11 a.m. at Chillas Hall. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. 
Come meet and talk to Jeff. He is a candidate for 
sheriff of Franklin County. See you there.

Happy days are here again! We had our annual 
cookout at the Camp Gordon Johnston American 
Legion Post 82. This was for members and guests 
only. What a time we had — food, fellowship, and 
music, music, music. The band Greg K and Krew 
was on hand to provide the music and was joined by 
several local singers. Oh yes, the Songbird, Evelyn 
McAnally, and the lovely Ann Merritt were among 
the singers.

Be kind to one another, check in on the sick and 
homebound — and get a rope, tie a knot, hang on to 
Jesus!

Until next time, God Bless America, our troops, 
the poor, homeless and hungry.

Sierra Messer baby shower Monday
There will be a baby shower for Sierra Messer 

at 6:30 p.m. Monday at the Carrabelle Fish Camp 
restaurant, 275 Timber Island Road.

She is expecting a baby girl. 

Kathy and Don Griswold, of 
Carrabelle, request the honor of 
your presence at the marriage of 
their daughter, Keisha Kay, to Justin 
Eric Messer.

The wedding will be celebrated 
at 4 p.m. Saturday at the Carrabelle 
United Methodist Church, 102 N.E. 
Ave. B.

The bride is the granddaughter of 

Cecil and the late Kay Millender, and 
the late Marjorie and Butch Jones.

The groom is the son of Jerry 
and Linda Messer, of Carrabelle. 
He is the grandson of Mayor Curley 
and the late Audrey Messer, and 
Walt and Dot Worthington, all of 
Carrabelle.

The bride-to-be, a 1999 graduate 
of Carrabelle High School, is 

employed as Carrabelle’s city clerk.
The future groom, a 1990 

graduate of Carrabelle High School, 
works for Carrabelle’s water and 
sewer department.

A reception will follow at the 
Carrabelle Boat Club, 1570 U.S. 98 W. 
All family and friends are cordially 
invited to share in this joyous 
occasion.

Elizabeth Davis, 
Jacob Williams wed 

in Hot Springs
Elizabeth Catherine Davis 

of Hot Springs, Ark., and Jacob 
Williams of Apalachicola were 
united in marriage at 3 p.m. 
April 28, 2012, at First United 
Methodist Church in Hot 
Springs.

Father Tom Weller of Panama 
City performed the ceremony 
in the presence of numerous 
friends and relatives.

The bride is the daughter 
of Tom I. Davis and Suzan 
(Janaskie) Davis of Hot Springs. 
She is the granddaughter of the 
late Jessie J. and Helen (Isley) 
Davis, and Franklin and the late 
Mary (McFadden) Janaskie. 

The bridegroom is the son 
of Jerry and Mary (George) 
Williams. He is the grandson of 
the late Nick D. and Theodora 
“Lula” (Vathis) George, and the 
late E. Belon and Vicie (Jackson) 
Williams.

Bridesmaids were Kaitlin L. 
Stubbs, fi rst cousin of the bride, 
and Despina Williams, sister of 
the groom. Groomsmen were 
Scott E. Montgomery and Bruce 
E. Varnes Jr., both friends of the 
groom. A reception followed at 
the Hot Springs Embassy Suites. 

The bride is a graduate of 
the University of Pittsburgh, 
where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in astrophysics, 
and Pennsylvania State 
University, where she earned a 
master’s degree in aerospace 
engineering. 

The bridegroom is a graduate 
of the University of Florida, 
where he earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in aerospace 
engineering, and the University 
of Texas at Austin, where he 
earned a master’s degree in 
aerospace engineering. 

Both are employed at the 
NASA Johnson Space Center in 
Houston.

The couple honeymooned 
in the Blue Ridge mountains of 
Virginia, and reside in Houston.

LANARK NEWS
Jim Welsh

Baby SHOWER

Wedding

Wedding
Keisha Smith, Justin Messer to wed Saturday
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The United Methodist Churches
of Franklin County Welcome You

First United Methodist Church of Apalachicola
Worship Service 11:00 a.m. every Sunday

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
75 5th St. Apalachicola - 653-9530 - fumcapalach@gtcom.net

Pastor: Rev. Themo Patriotis

Carrabelle United Methodist Church
Worship Services 10:45 a.m. - Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

“Celebrate Recovery” Mondays 7-9 p.m.
Healing service first Tuesday each month

102 NE Ave. B Carrabelle - 697-3672
Pastor: Julie Stephens

Eastpoint United Methodist Church
Worship Service 10:00 a.m. every Sunday

Prayer 9:15 a.m. Waffles & Wisdom 11:15 a.m.
Healing service every fourth Monday at 7:00 p.m.
317 Patton Dr. (corner of David St.) - 670-8825

Pastor: Rev. Beth White

St. George Island United Methodist Church
9:00 a.m. Worship Service

10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour
201 E. Gulf Beach Dr. 927- 4635 www.sgiumc.org

Pastor: Rev. Themo Patriotis

Healing Service every first Fridays of the Month at 6:30 p.m.

Healing service first Tuesday each month-7 p.m.

Aaron Batey

9:00
Sunday Brunch 10 a.m. 

Youth Group Tuesdays 6 p.m.

Pastor: Aaron Batey
317 Patton Dr. (corner of David St.)

Nursery now provided for Sunday Church Service

First Pentecostal Holiness Church
379 Brownsville Road • Apalachicola

We’re excited about what God’s doing!!!
Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45 am
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 pm
Monday, Youth Group 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Royal Rangers, G.A.P. 7:00 pm
Wednesday Worship & Word 7:30 pm

Nursery Provided during regular church services

7:00

7:00

First Baptist Church
St. George Island

501 E. Bayshore Drive
927-2257

R. Michael Waley, Pastor
Join us as we praise and worship the living Christ.

“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise.” Psalm 145:3
Sunday Bible Study ................................................10:00am
Worship Praise ........................................................ 11:00am
Sunday Night ............................................................7:00pm
Wednesday - “Power Hour”......................................7:00pm
Wednesday - “Youth at S.P.L.A.S.H” .......................7:00pm

“Walking in Christ”

R. Michael Whaley, Pastor

WELCOMES YOU

Church
of the

Ascension
101 NE First Street

Carrabelle
SUNDAY
10:00 AM

WELCOMES YOU

Church

THE
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH

(850) 274-4490(850) 545-2578

WELCOMES YOU

Trinity

Trinity Episcopal
Church

est. 1836

Welcomes You
Hwy. 98 & 6th St.

Apalachicola
850-653-9550

Sunday Worship Services
8  & 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays

Healing Service  11 a.m.
Centering Prayer 4 p.m.

Sunday Worship Services
8 & 10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays
Healing Service 11 a.m.
Centering Prayer 4 p.m.

A benefit will be held 
this Saturday, July 14 at 
Taylor’s Building Supply 
in Eastpoint to help the 
family of Brandon Glass 
pay for the cost of his 
funeral expenses.

Glass, who 
battled cystic fibrosis 
throughout his life, 
died Tuesday, June 5 at 
age 22. He is the son of 
Vanessa (King) Perron 
and Luther Glass.

The benefit will 
feature shrimp, oysters 
and fish and start at 11 
a.m. at Taylor’s, 268 US 98.

All donations are greatly appreciated.

Keith Hardy 
Jr., 34, died in a 
backcountry skiing 
accident on Friday, 
June 15, on Mt. 
Baker in northern 
Washington’s 
Cascade Range. 
Keith was a father, 
physician and 
outdoorsman, 
experienced in hiking, 
kayaking, mountain biking, 
mountaineering and 
backcountry skiing. 

Keith graduated from 
University of Detroit Jesuit 
High in 1995. He received 
his undergraduate and 
medical degrees from the 
University of Michigan. 
In keeping with the 
tradition of U of D High 
to be a “man for others,” 
Keith spent time while 
a student at U of M in a 
remote area of Thailand 
near the Burmese border, 
mostly treating victims of 
landmines and malaria.

He completed his 
internship and residency 
at the University of 
Washington, where he 
studied physical medicine 
and rehabilitation. He 
completed his residency 
in 2007, became a clinical 
assistant professor at 
UW in 2008 and began 
practicing as a physiatrist 
in the Seattle area. 

Keith was well-
accomplished despite his 
short career. He was the 
team doctor for several 
professional, college and 
high school sports teams 

and served as 
the U.S. medical 
director for the BC 
Ride to Conquer 
Cancer from 2009-
12. His colleagues 
in the Spine and 
Musculoskeletal 
Program at 
Evergreen 
Hospital in Seattle 

described him as gifted in 
the use of high-definition 
ultrasound to diagnose 
and treat injuries. He 
was an emerging leader 
in this area of medicine 
and had lectured at 
national conferences on 
his techniques. Perhaps 
more importantly, his 
patients commented on his 
personal interest and the 
joy he took in helping them 
heal so they could get back 
to doing the things they 
loved. 

Keith is survived by 
his wife, Jen, and son, 
Jasper; grandfather Ralph 
Hardy, Sr. of Carrabelle; 
grandmother Mila Yang 
of Tucson, Ariz.; father 
Keith Hardy (and wife, 
Uta) of Apalachicola; 
mother Tessa Yang-
Hardy of Ventura, Calif.; 
brother Loren Hardy of 
Los Angeles, Calif.; and 
sister Meyin Schmidt (and 
husband, Greg) of Orange 
Park. He is also survived 
by aunts, uncles and 
cousins, including uncle 
Brian Hardy and family 
of Carrabelle and uncle 
Greg Hardy and family of 
Dunnellon.

Keith Hardy Jr.

KeitH Hardy 
Jr.

On Saturday, June 30 at 
11:30 p.m.,  we lost another 
of the greatest generation. 
Bernard Lewis Cosey 
(B.L. to many) joined Opal, 
his beloved wife of over 
50 years, leaving behind 
his daughter Carolynn 
(Taetle) and son Kendall; 
three grandchildren David 
and Adam Taetle, and 
Colleen Cosey; and five 
great-grandchildren Noah, 
Katie, Max, Jude, and Tess 
Taetle.

Funeral services were 
held Sunday afternoon, 
July 8 at Kelley Funeral 
Home in Apalachicola, 
with the Rev. James D. 
Hughes, of Dalton, Ga. 
officiating. Interment 
followed at Magnolia 
Cemetery. 

B. L. Cosey was born 
March 11, 1921, at home on 
the family farm in middle 
Georgia, the youngest of 
five children and the first 
to attend college at the 
University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. As with so many 
of this generation, his 
education was interrupted 
by World War II. At war’s 
end, 2nd Lt. Cosey was 
honorably discharged, 
returning to his wife and 
two children.

With a winning smile, 
quick intelligence, and a 
sharp grasp of the new 
technologies, electricity 
and aviation, B.L. joined 
that team that would 
together move our 
country from a 19th 
century farm economy 

through a 20th century 
manufacturing economy 
to the 21st century 
information/ computer 
services economy. He 
brought a work ethic that 
demanded working until 
even the most arduous 
tasks were completed 
or bird hunting season 
had opened. B.L. had 
a daring independence 
which, when coupled with 
understanding how real-
world systems operated, 
compelled him to establish 
two successful contracting 
businesses, Cosey 
Electric and Marietta 
Construction.

His businesses 
prospered, as did Cobb 
County, Ga. during the 
second half of the 20th 
century. 

After more than 50 
years of 80-hour weeks, 
with frequent all-nighters 
preparing competitive 
bids for electrical and 
construction projects, this 
tough-minded dynamo 
retired to St. George 
Island to build his dream 
house and play friendly 
mixed doubles tennis.

B.L. Cosey was not 
a man of causes; rather 
a man who thoroughly 
appreciated the workings 
of business and nature. 
He strove to prosper in 
both with compassion and 
integrity. His knowing 
smile and wonderful 
stories will be long 
remembered and greatly 
missed.

B.L. Cosey

Gaye Phipps 
Lass, 58, of 
Carrabelle passed 
away Saturday, 
June 23 in 
Tallahassee.

Born Jan. 1, 
1954, in Barrington, 
R.I., she was a 
daughter of the 
late Edward Joseph and 
Phyllis Phipps Lass. She 
attended the University of 
South Maine while a single 
mother of two children, 
graduating with a bachelor 
of science. 

She was a 
pharmaceutical drug 
representative, retiring 
from Abbott Laboratories 
after 25 years. 

Gaye had resided in 
the Tallahassee area since 
1995, coming from Auburn, 

Maine. She was 
a volunteer with 
the American Red 
Cross, and enjoyed 
cooking, sailing and 
skiing.

Gaye was active 
in the Golf Club of 
the Lanark Village 
Association, the 

Carrabelle Senior Center 
and other Franklin County 
groups as an enthusiastic 
volunteer. She had lived in 
the Carrabelle area for the 
past five years.

She is survived by a 
daughter, Shannon R. 
Wilson, of Las Vegas, Nev., 
and son, Shawn E. Wilson, 
of Waterbury, Conn.

No local services are 
being planned. Online 
condolences may be made 
at www.abbeyfh.com.

Gaye Lass

Gaye Lass

Charles Fredrick 
“Whistling Charlie” 
McElhattan, 80, 
of Moberly, Mo., 
passed away 
Monday, June 11, at 
Moberly Regional 
Medical Heart 
Center. He had been 
in failing health for 
some time.

Charlie was born July 
6, 1931, in Knox, Penn. He 
resided in Carrabelle before 
moving to Missouri in 2000. 
He was preceded in death 
by his mother, father, sister 
and brother. 

He is survived by nieces, 
Marsha and Danny Bain, 
Bonnie Stephenson, all of 
Moberly, and Margie and 
Fred Harris, of Bradford, 

Penn.; great-
nephews, Kent and 
Kelly Butters and 
Scott and Erica 
Butters, all of North 
Carolina, and Jason 
and Heather Bain, 
and Kelly and Jared 
Bain, all of Moberly; 
great-great-
nephews, Braden, 

Logan and Leyton Bain, 
Gregg Bain, Kalob Hesson 
and Tyler Butters; and 
great-great-nieces, Ashley 
Bain, Carly Hesson, Abby 
,Kayla and Callie Butters.

Memorials to the 
Moberly Senior Center 
would be appreciated.

Funeral services were 
held June 14 at the CATER 
Funeral Home Chapel.

Charles F. Mcelhattan

CHarLes F 
MCeLHattan

Magdalene (Peggy) 
McGhin was born Sept. 24, 
1929, and went to be with 
her Savior on July 6.

She was a former 
resident of St. George 
Island and recently 
relocated to Gainesville. 
She retired from the USDA, 
Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service 
(ASCS) in 1990, after 41 
years of service.

She was the precious 
wife of Harry D. McGhin. 

Magdalene enjoyed a 
long and distinguished 
federal career, which she 
began as an employee of the 
Holmes County ASCS office. 
She also worked in the 
President Harry S. Truman 
White House. She returned 
to the Holmes County ASCS 
office serving the farmers 
of Holmes County. She 
was employed for a short 
period of time in the Leon 
County ASCS office. After 
that, she transferred to the 
Florida State ASCS office 
in which she held several 
positions including reviewer 
and finally as a program 
specialist. 

Magdalene’s most 
significant achievement was 
the legacy she leaves to her 
family. She is survived by a 
brother, Jack Leavins, and 
a sister, Virginia Money, as 
well as her husband, Harry 
and three children; Linda 
Gail Allen (Edwin Lynn), 

Wayne McKinnon, and 
Peggy Bracewell (Mark).

She was “Mema” to 
seven grandchildren; 
Rachel Benson (Mark), Ben 
Allen, Stacy Tew (Brad), 
Alisha McKinnon, Kyle 
Bracewell (Stacy), and 
Kris Bracewell (Kayli). 
Magdalene was preceded in 
death by grandson Danny 
McKinnon. She had five 
great-grandchildren, Sarah 
Allen, Isabella Benson, 
Owen Benson, Paisyn Tew 
and Harper Bracewell. 

Magdalene is also 
survived by three 
stepdaughters, Katrina 
Larkin (Frank), Susanne 
Katz (Larry), DeAnn 
Thompson (Michael) as well 
as grandchildren Johannah 
Mahfood (David) Barry 
Larkin, Rose Katz and Roni 
Katz. 

Services for Magdalene 
will be held at New Hope 
Baptist Church, in Jennings, 
on Monday, July 16 at 2 p.m. 
Family will receive visitors 
at New Hope Baptist 
immediately preceding the 
service, beginning at noon. 
Interment will be at the 
New Hope Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that 
donations be made to the 
St. George Island Christian 
Retreat Center, 501 
Bayshore Drive, St. George 
Island, FL 32328. 

Magdalene M. McGhin

new Life to host 
praise extravaganza

New Life First Born 
Church will hosts its 
annual musical and praise 
extravaganza “Sing Praise 
unto the Lord” 6 p.m. 
Saturday, July 14.Special 
guests will be the Open 
House Church in Quincy 
and the Voices of Victory.

The church is at 219 
16th Street in Apalachicola. 
For more info, call Mary 
“Duke” Brown at 653-2464.

apalach history buffs 
to meet saturday
The annual meeting 

of Apalachicola Area 
Historical Society Inc. 
will be at noon Saturday, 
July 14, t the Carriage 
House of the Raney 
House Museum. At this 
meeting, officers for the 

upcoming 2012-13 year 
will be elected as well as 
two directors. The meal 
will be catered by A.J.’s, 
and everyone attending is 
asked to bring a dessert.

It is time once again to 
renew membership dues. 
The dues are $10. Please 
make your check payable 
to AAHS, Inc.

senior forum planned 
for July 19

A senior citizens forum 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
July 19 at the Carrabelle 
Senior Center to discuss 
Franklin County senior 
issues. The forum is from 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Participants are 
encouraged to arrive at 
noon and have lunch at the 
Senior Center. For more 
info, call Bill Mahan at 
247-9359. 

BeneFit saturday For GLass 
FaMiLy

Faith BrieFs

Bobby turner
Thanks to all 

my friends in 
Carrabelle for 
your generosity 
after my house 
flooded during 
Tropical Storm 
Debby,

I love y’all.
Bobby Turner

elizabeth roffey
On the Sunday 

that Debby hit, I was 
stranded in Apalach as 
the bridge to the island 
was closed.  At the 
Piggly, buying something 
to eat, I was talking at 
the check-out about how 
I couldn’t get home when 
a lady invited me to 
come to her home to eat 
and sleep.  

I was so struck by 

her kindness to a total 
stranger and, although 
in the end I didn’t need 
her help, I would like to 
thank her for being so 
kind.  I think she said 
that she lives on Sixth 
Street, and I was the 
lady with the English 
accent.  

I hope that she gets 
this message that I 
thank her from the 
bottom of my heart.

Elizabeth Roffey

ruth Millender 
family

To all the 
wonderful people 
of Franklin County, 
the family of Ruth 
Millender “Honey” 
would like to take 
this opportunity to 
say “thank you” for 
all of the wonderful 
things you all have 
done to help ease 
the pain of mama’s 

passing.  
The food, cards, 

flowers, money, 
and most of all the 
prayers, love and 
friendship that you 
have expressed 
to this family will 
stay in our hearts 
forever.

Lovingly,
Wanda, Earl, 

Tony, Beverly, 
Gary, Rhonda, and 
families

Cards of tHanKs

William Areld “Billy” 
Shaw of Carrabelle passed 
away at his home Sunday, 
July 8, 2012, at the age of 
41.

Billy was born in 
Homestead to Areld Shaw 
and Linda Shaw.

He is survived by 
his wife, Alicia Ordonia; 
children, Blake Lyon, 
Brent Ross, Ashton Shaw, 
Shianne Shaw and Trenton 
Shaw; siblings, Honie 

Pickett, Ryan Shaw and 
Amanda Shaw; countless 
friends and other extended 
family.

Funeral services will be 
held Friday, July 13, at 10 
a.m. at the First Assembly 
of God with burial in 
Evergreen Cemetery.  
Visitation will be today, 
July 12, from 5-7 p.m. at 
the church.

Kelley Funeral Home 
handling all arrangements.

William shaw

Obituaries
Faith
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The Carrabelle History 
Museum is being visited by 
a remarkable collection of 
fi shing memorabilia.

Frank Carter is sharing 
a small part of his huge 
collection of fi shing lures, 
poles and more. His good 
friend Jack Fenwick also 
kicked in with a gorgeous 
vintage tackle box, wooden 
containing weights, hooks 
and antique lures still in 
the original packaging.

The display features 
54 of Carters lures, from a 
collection he said contains 
thousands of pieces.

Among the artifacts 
on display is a copy of the 
1852 patent for a trolling 
spoon designed by J.T 
Buell of Whitehall, N.Y., 
the fi rst lure patented in 
the U.S. Carter said the 
Buell Bob Spinner is still 
popular among fi shermen 
in Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia and sought after 
at trading meets. Several 
schemes have been 
launched to recreate the 
prized decoy too.

Specimens of the spoon 
might be the oldest pieces 
in Carter’s collection, but 
they are not his rarest, 
which he said is not on 
display in Carrabelle. 
Probably his most unusual 
piece is a Cox Tampa Bay 
Wooden Minnow with 
the original wooden box. 
Carter said the minnow 
is one of perhaps a half-
dozen still in existence. 

Cox was a high school 
coach and owned a 
hardware store when he 
was not devising deadly 
lures.

“Most old lures were 
designed to catch the 
fi sherman, not the fi sh,” 
said Carter, who spoke 
Saturday on his visit to the 
museum. 

He said he got hooked 
on lures in 1988 during a 
battle with leukemia. He 
underwent bone marrow 
transplants and was 
forbidden to fi sh for a year. 
He became so despondent 
over the prohibition he 
was obsessed with his 
dry-docked boat and spent 
hours cleaning it.

“I used to sit in the boat 
and clean it for hours,” he 
said. “It reached the point 
where I kept Q-tips in my 
tackle box.”

During this period, he 
rediscovered some old 
lures he had acquired 
in various ways and 
investigated them on the 
internet. His new hobby 
grew and he became a 
detective, sniffi ng out 
tackle boxes and gear at 
yard sales and tracking 
down the sources of his 
fi nd.

He said his fi rst 
step is always to ask 
the current owner of 
the tackle if they know 
where it came from and 
often they do.

Carter has helped 
preserve the history of 
sport fi shing in the south 
by recording bits of 
local history that might 

have been lost if Carter 
wasn’t curious about his 
collection.

With names like Water 
Turkey, Udon Dragonfl y, 
Pop Stop and Uncle 
Hub’s Doofer, the colorful 
collection is fascinating to 
artists, history buffs and 
other fi shermen. 

You can check out 
the torpedo-shaped 
“Dillinger” lure created 
by William Franklin 
Eger of Bartow. An early 
catalogue for his lures 
reads, “About the time Mr. 
Eger realized that he had 
designed a bait of amazing 
effectiveness, John 
Dillinger, most deadly 

and infamous bandit of 
modern times was at the 
peak of his career. So it 
was only natural for the 
fi sherman to apply the 
name ‘Dillinger’ to his 
new sensationally deadly 
to game fi sh.”

Frank Carter’s 
collection at the 
Carrabelle History 
Museum is well worth 
dipping into. Visit www.
apalachtimes.com to see 
more lures.

The museum is at 106 
S.E. Ave. B in Carrabelle, 
behind the BP station 
on U.S. 98. For more 
information, call Tamara 
Allen at 850-524-1153.

By LOIS SWOBODA
653-1819 | @ApalachTimes

Lswoboda@starfl .com 

The weather was 
perfect, the fi sh were 
famished, and the 
24th annual Big Bend 
Saltwater Classic came 
off without a hitch last 
weekend.

A few things were 
different, the biggest 
change the date of the 
tournament. In the past, it 
has been held on Father’s 
Day but this year it took 
place July 6-8.

Chairman Justin 
Parramore said the 
decision to change the 
date was made in January 
when a change in the 
designated season closed 
federal waters to grouper 
fi shing over Father’s Day 
weekend. He said the 
change was fortunate 
since Father’s Day was 
a wash out weather-wise 
this year.

Team Illustrious, 
headed by Michael 
Elchenko, took fi rst in 
the Master’s Division 
with 330 points, barely 
besting Team No Patients, 
captained by Spencer 
Stoetzl, with 328 points. 
Team Cari Lynd and Team 
Big Fish SGI tied for third 
place with 255 points.

Alex Kaden, 11, of 
Thomasville, Ga. set the 
only record in this year’s 
competition. His 48-pound 
kingfi sh shattered the 
previous Junior’s Division 

benchmark of 28 pounds, 
set in 2009 by Caleb 
Bickerstaff. 

Justin Nishimoto, 
of Tallahassee, grand 
champion in the 
recreational division, 
was awarded a four-night 
stay at Lookout Lodge 
in Islamorada and two 
days fi shing with two 
friends with Robbie’s of 
Islamorada recreational 
guide service. Justin 
fi shed with his father, 
Howard, who also walked 

away with several prizes.
Team R.E. Bass 

Construction won with 
the Recreational Team 
Challenge, weighing in 
with winning fi sh in the 
king mackerel, grouper, 
redfi sh, spotted trout and 
wahoo categories.

Michael Cragg won the 
$5,000 Kingfi sh Jackpot 
for a 41.65 pound king.

Joseph Tatum III won 
the cobia category for 
recreational fi shermen 
and the “Big Ass Fish” 

contest with a 58- pound 
cobia. He too walked away 
with a $5,000 check.

Richard Peckman II 
was the lucky winner of 
the drawing for a free 
year’s membership 
in the Freedom Boat 
Club, which owns the 
Carrabelle Boat Club 
facility where the Classic 
has been headquartered 
since 2006.

In addition to division 
prizes in the recreational 
division; $1,000 for fi rst 

place, $400 for second and 
$250 for third, quite a bit 
of jackpot money changed 
hands this year. 

Lyle Floyd was a dark 
horse for the jackpot in the 
cobia category, coming in 
eighth in the competition, 
but walking away with 
$714 for his wager on the 
jackpot. Justin Nishimoto 
won a $480 jackpot for 
fl ounder. Algy Wade won 
$1,449 for his fi rst place 
24.6 pound snapper. 

Russell 
Miller 
scored 
$1,344 
for a 32.5 
pound 
winning 
grouper. 
Brandon 
Stubbs 
and 
George 
Kilgore 
tied for 
fi rst place 
in the 
redfi sh 

category 
and split a jackpot of 
$1,500. 

Ben Munroe won $168 
for his fi rst place seven-
pound sheepshead. Second 
place winner Travis Vatter 
won a $567 jackpot for his 
Spanish mackerel. Bill 
Daughdrill won $1,050 and 
a gator hunt for his fi rst-
place spotted sea trout and 
third place wahoo winner 
Luke Oliver won $714 for 
his 15-pound fi sh.

Parramore and 

Sponsorship Chairman 
Matt Lambert both said 
the Classic could not 
happen without the help 
of volunteers. This year, 
Coach Thomas White 
brought 30 members of 
his wrestling teams from 
Florida A&M University, 
Florida State University 
and Tallahassee 
Community College 
to tote fi sh, drive golf 
carts and run errands; 
15 stayed overnight in 
Carrabelle and 
15 commuted. 

White said the project 
was part of the wrestling 
club’s “Beat the Streets” 
law enforcement 
community service.

Lambert said 
volunteers of all ages 
are invited to come join 
the fun. “Once you try it, 
you’ll be hooked,” he said 

If you would like to 
volunteer, call Lambert at 
491-7841. 

The Big Bend 
Saltwater Classic is an 
annual fundraiser to 
benefi t the Organization 
for Artifi cial Reefs, a 27-
year old organization that 
serves the recreational 
saltwater fi shing industry 
of the Big Bend Gulf 
Coast by promoting 
professional development 
of public artifi cial reefs. 
Since 1987, it has created 
or enhanced more than 30 
named reefs in the Gulf.

For a gallery of photos 
and complete results, visit 
www.apalachtimes.com.
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20% off Long Sleeve Columbia Bonehead Men’s Shirts

JuLY feature fish: 
Stop in and register or go online at 

www.BWofish.com

JuLY feature fish: 

GaG Grouper

WEEKLY ALMANAC

APALACHICOLA

CARRABELLE

TIDE TABLES MONTHLY AVERAGES
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the 
indicated times from these given for APALACHICOLA:

HIGH LOW
Cat Point Minus 0:40 Minus 1:17
East Pass Minus 0:27 Minus 0:27
To find the tides of the following areas, subtract the 
indicated times from those given for CARRABELLE:

HIGH LOW
Bald Point Minus 9:16 Minus 0:03

Sponsor the WEEKLY ALMANAC
Call 

Today! 653-8868

Date High Low % Precip
Thu, July 12 88° 75° 40 %
Fri, July 13 87° 76° 50 %
Sat, July 14 85° 76° 60 %
Sun, July 15 85° 76° 40 %
Mon, July 16 86° 75° 60 %
Tues, July 17 86° 76° 60 %
Wed, July 18 87° 77° 60 %

11 We  935am   1.7  301am   0.8  555pm   0.4

12 Th 1225am   1.1 1009am   1.7  325am   1.0  702pm   0.2

13 Fr 1050am   1.7  800pm   0.1

14 Sa 1136am   1.7  852pm   0.0

15 Su  453am   1.4 1228pm   1.7  719am   1.3  937pm  -0.1

16 Mo  519am   1.4  121pm   1.7  829am   1.3 1017pm  -0.1

17 Tu  545am   1.5  213pm   1.8  923am   1.3 1051pm  -0.1

18 We  607am   1.5  302pm   1.8 1008am   1.3 1122pm  -0.1

19 Th  627am   1.5  349pm   1.8 1048am   1.2 1149pm  -0.1

20 Fr  645am   1.5  437pm   1.7 1127am   1.1

21 Sa  701am   1.5  527pm   1.7 1214am   0.0 1208pm   1.0

22 Su  719am   1.6  622pm   1.6 1239am   0.1 1253pm   0.9

23 Mo  739am   1.6  724pm   1.4  105am   0.3  145pm   0.7

24 Tu  802am   1.7  840pm   1.3  132am   0.5  247pm   0.6

25 We  830am   1.7 1018pm   1.2  200am   0.7  403pm   0.5

26 Th

11 We  810am   2.7 1100pm   1.8 1248am   1.3  342pm   0.6

12 Th  844am   2.7  112am   1.6  449pm   0.3

13 Fr  925am   2.7  547pm   0.2

14 Sa 1011am   2.7  639pm   0.0

15 Su  328am   2.2 1103am   2.7  506am   2.1  724pm  -0.2

16 Mo  354am   2.2 1156am   2.7  616am   2.1  804pm  -0.2

17 Tu  420am   2.4 1248pm   2.9  710am   2.1  838pm  -0.2

18 We  442am   2.4  137pm   2.9  755am   2.1  909pm  -0.2

19 Th  502am   2.4  224pm   2.9  835am   1.9  936pm  -0.2

20 Fr  520am   2.4  312pm   2.7  914am   1.8 1001pm   0.0

21 Sa  536am   2.4  402pm   2.7  955am   1.6 1026pm   0.2

22 Su  554am   2.6  457pm   2.6 1040am   1.4 1052pm   0.5

23 Mo  614am   2.6  559pm   2.2 1132am   1.1 1119pm   0.8

24 Tu  637am   2.7  715pm   2.1 1234pm   1.0 1147pm   1.1

25 We  705am   2.7  853pm   1.9  150pm   0.8

26 Th  738am   2.9 1214am   1.4  319pm   0.5

Page A8

Freshwater

Inshore / Offshore

SPONSORED BY

Freshwater conditions have settled back to normal after two 
weeks of rain water run-off from tropical storm Debby. Many 
angler’sare reports good catfi sh catches in the “brothers and 
surrounding sloughs. Depot creek has had several good days 
of shellcraker and small bass on worms and crickets. Lake 
Wimico still the best bet for anglers this week in search of 
freshwater action.

Scallop fever is upon us once again in St. Joe Bay. Early 
reports from hunters are reporting low numbers so far this 
year. These scallops run in cycles, so this week we may fi nd 
better ones, and certainly as the season goes on. Only a few 
days left in the 2012 red snapper season and times is running 
out. Most good reports from snapper this week are from the 
140-200 ft range. This should continue though out the  season. 
Gag grouper is back on the menu as well this month, so get 
them both while you can.

500 fi sh the Saltwater Classic

Experience the lure of lures in Carrabelle

Photos by LOIS SWOBODA | The Times 

Keiara Williams and Mary Olorunsogo 
grapple with the winner of the “Big Ass Fish” 
competition, a 58-pound cobia caught by 
Joseph Tatum III of Addisburg, Miss. Inset, 
brothers Alex, 11, Nic, 9, and Will Kadel, 5, of 
Thomasville, all took home ribbons Sunday. Alex 
set a tournament record in the Juniors Division 
with his 48-pound fi rst place king mackerel.

LOIS SWOBODA | The Times

This torpedo shaped “Dillinger” lure was created by 
William Franklin Eger of Bartow. 
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CITY OF CARRABELLE
Special Meeting

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Carrabelle hereby gives notice of a “Public Hearing” scheduled 
for a July 26, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Commission Meeting Room, Carrabelle 
Municipal Complex, 1001 Gray Avenue, Carrabelle, FL 32322.  The purpose of 
the “Public Hearing” is to enable public participation on the proposed amendments
to the City of Carrabelle Water Facility Plan (WFP) originally adopted in 
October 2008.  The WFP is being amended/supplemented for two specific 
purposes.  The first is to supplement the WFP with planning documents addressing
the legal, institutional, financial, technical and management elements of a 
potential Water Management Services, Inc. (WMSI) system purchase by the 
City.  Second to supplement the WFP with the planning document entitled 
“Water and Sewer Evaluation for Summer Camp.”   This evaluation analyzes the 
technical, operational, financial, institutional and regulatory issues involved 
in a potential system purchase of the St. James Island Utility Company.

The WFP supplemental planning documents pertaining to the potential 
WMSI system purchase were developed to permit the City of Carrabelle to 
qualify for a low interest loan from the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection.  Any person may submit oral or written statements at the “Public
Hearing.”  The supplemental planning documents described herein will be 
presented to the City of Carrabelle City Commission for adoption on July 26, 2012.

Identified in 2008 as the emerging Regional provider of water and sewer
service in Franklin County the City continues to implement measures to 
ensure exceptional water quality at a reasonable cost to the residents 
of Franklin County both within and outside the City municipal limits.  

Any interested person may contact the City Clerk at 850-697-2727 to arrange 
for an inspection of the WFP and all Supplemental Planning Documents during 
normal business hours 8:30 a.m. through 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, at 
the Carrabelle Municipal Complex, 1001 Gray Avenue, Carrabelle, FL 32322.  

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  If you require special aid or services as 
addressed in the American Disabilities Act, please contact the City Clerk’s 
Office, no less than five (5) days prior to the above stated hearing date.

***PRIMARY ELECTION - August 14, 2012***
*VOTER INFORMATION*

**New Voter Information Cards will be mailed with the Sample Ballots to each voter**
*Please detach your card from the Sample Ballot.*
**VOTER REGISTRATION BOOKS CLOSE**

*JULY 16, 2012 (Monday)*
**ABSENTEE VOTING (Voting by Mail)**

*ABSENTEES ARE NOW AVAILIBLE*
You may call the office for more information at (850) 653-9520.

August 8, 2012 – Deadline for Supervisors to receive request for absentee ballots to 
be mailed for the Primary Election.

August 9, 2012 - First day for Supervisors to provided absentee ballots to designees for
the Primary Election (Designee may pick up no more than two absentee

ballots and must have written authorization from the voter).
**EARLY VOTING**

August 4th – August 11th
Saturdays & Sunday: 8:30a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Monday – Friday: 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Supervisor of Elections Office – 47 Ave F, Apalachicola

Carrabelle Annex – 1647 HWY 98 E, Carrabelle
**ELECTION FACTS**

FLORIDA IS A CLOSED PRIMARY STATE – when the voter gets their ballot for the 
primary, the ballot will contain only candidates in the party that they are registered in 
addition to the nonpartisan races, (judges and school board). The only exception to 

this is when there is a UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST,
(When there is no other party opposition and all candidates are of one party, all registered
voters  may vote in this race regardless of party affiliation). Voters registered with 
no party affiliation or with a minor party will only have nonpartisan candidates on 

their primary ballot with the exception of a UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST. 
Those candidates not appearing on the Primary Election Ballot will be on the General Election
Ballot in November. They do not appear on the Primary ballot unless they are facing 

opposition within their own party.
Florida Law Requires Photo Signature ID When Voting or You

Must Vote a Provisional Ballot.
Franklin County Supervisor of Elections

Ida Cooper Elliott
47 Ave. F

Apalachicola, FL 32320
(850) 653-9520, fax (850) 653-9092

icelliott@votefranklin.com
www.votefranklin.com
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By DAVID ADLERSTEIN
653-8894| @ApalachTimes

Dadlerstein@starfl .com

Hundreds of young 
softball players, together 
with their passionate fans, 
urging them on to victory, 
will grace Carrabelle’s 
Kendrick Park this 
weekend, as the county 
hosts for the second 
consecutive year the 
Florida Dixie Softball state 
tournament.

“It’s going to be a 
much bigger event 
than we had last year,” 
said Nikki Millender, 
who is coordinating the 
tourney from her post at 
the county’s parks and 
recreation department.

“We’ve been working on 
this ever since December 
of last year. We want them 
to come and it be bigger 
and better and more 
funner than the previous 
year.”

Millender helped secure 
the tourney again this 
year after presenting the 
county’s bid in Lake City 
last winter.

Millender’s co-worker 
Link Carroll, a former 

softball player and coach, 
is working closely to make 
sure the 32 teams from 
six districts compete in 
an inspiring display of 
girls’ athleticism and 
competiveness.

“They’re from all over 
Florida, it’s the biggest 
state tournament we’ve 
ever had,” Carroll said. 

Four Franklin County 
teams will compete in the 
tourney, with all of them 
earning a right to compete 
at the state level by virtue 
of the county hosting the 
state tourney.

The Darlings, coached 
by Shawn Brannan, will 
compete in the 7- to 8-
year-old category, while 
the Angels, coached by 
Brock Johnson, will be 
slugging it out among 9- to 
10-year-olds.

The Belles, coached by 
Gary Martina, will battle in 
the highly competitive 13- 
to 15-year-old age group, 
which features seven 
squads. The Debs, with 
Kevin Newell at the helm, 
will face off among the 16- 
to 18-year-old young ladies.

Play begins Friday 
morning at 9:30 a.m. on the 

diamonds of Kendrick Park 
until the last game starts 
at 3 p.m. On Saturday, play 
begins at 8:30 a.m., with 
the last game starting at 
7 p.m.

On Sunday games start 
at 1 p.m. with the last 
game commencing at 3 
p.m. And on Monday, it’s 
championship game day, 
starting at 9:30 a.m. 

Highlighting tonight’s 
banquet, at 6 p.m. at the 
Carrabelle Christian 
Center, will be guest 
speaker Lindsey Peppers 
from the Florida State 
University softball team.

Peppers, who captained 
the Maclay School softball 

team for the last three of 
her four seasons, earned 
the Seminole Warrior 
Award as a freshman 
this past season for her 
excellence in strength and 
conditioning. She became 
known as a hard-working, 
energetic player who was 
willing to serve in any role, 
primarily as the team’s 
bullpen catcher.

Millender said 
organizers have strived 
to make the banquet even 
better than last year, with 
a regular raffl e of door 
prizes of everything from 
softball bats, hats, gloves 
and catching to 10 x 10 
tents, and much more.

The key to the tourney’s 
success, provided the 
weather cooperates, is 
the extensive volunteer 
network of more than 50 
men and women from 
the Carrabelle, Eastpoint 
and Apalachicola youth 
leagues.

“They’ll be running the 
gate and the concession 
stand and the money taken 
in will be split three ways,” 
said Millender.

Volunteers will also be 
lighting up the scoreboards 
and announcing the games 
as well as serving as 
offi cial scorekeepers. If 
there are any disputes with 
decisions made by tourney 
organizers or any of the 10 
umpires, then it will be up 
to State Director Danny 
Brooks to sort it all out.

County workers from 
parks and recreation and 
the road department will 
be clean the grounds and 
restrooms, lining the fi elds 
and handling lots of other 
responsibilities.

“It’s going to be hot,” 
Millender said, so the 
county is providing water 
coolers and cups and 
plenty of ice and water. 

Weather forecasts call for a 
50 percent chance of rain.

A shaved ice company, a 
popular attraction, will be 
on hand. “Plus we’ve got 
a company to take photos 
of the kids, and they’ll be 
able to actually purchase 
and have them printed 
right there on site,” 
Millender said. “There’ll 
be a gentleman selling 
souvenirs, t-shirts and hats 
and sweat pants.”

More than 35 sponsors, 
nearly all local companies, 
have enabled the tourney 
to stuff nice goodie bags 
for the kids. In addition, 
the Tourist Development 

Council has infused $15,000 
into the event.

“Everything in Franklin 
County is completely 
booked,” Millender said. 
“I even spoke to the 
Carrabelle RV Park, and 
they told me a month ago 
they only had a little bit of 
room left. I’m sure by now 
those two slots have been 
taken.

“We’ve actually made 
the event a lot nicer and a 
lot bigger,” she said. “We 
learned a lot from last year. 
It’s going to be a great 
event. There’s not going to 
be anyone who walks away 
unhappy.”

THE TOURNEY LINE-UP
Darlings age 7-8

Wesley Chapel, Okeechobee, Holmes County, Marianna, Belleview and 
Franklin County,

Angels ages 9-10
Belleview, Wahneta, Holmes County, Wewahitchka, and Franklin County

Angels X-play ages 9-10
Wesley Chapel, Okeechobee

Ponytails ages 11-12
Holmes County, Wahneta, Wewahitchka and Hernando

Ponytails X-play ages 11-12
Okeechobee, Spring Hill and Belleview

Belles ages 13-15
West Pasco, Mulberry, Okeechobee, Marianna, South Walton, Freeport, 

and Franklin County
Debs ages 16 -18

Wahneta, Spring Hill, Hernando, West Pasco, and Franklin County

DAVID ADLERSTEIN | The Times

Top: Franklin County Angel Sara Gibbs slides into 
home against Paxton last year
Bottom: Angel Jordan Rosenberg throws fi re for 
Wesley Chapel last year.

State softball tourney 
to light up CarrabellePlay ball!

LINDSEY PEPPERS



fi nance. “We really haven’t 
done much to lessen our 
expenditures and the 
cost of running the school 
system.”

On the eve of budget 
deliberations, Superinten-
dent Nina Marks, Director 
of Special Programs Mar-
tha Weimorts, Director of 
Curriculum Nick O’Grady 
and Carroll combined to 
produce a proposal for ad-
dressing a projected fund-
ing deficit for the 2012-13 
fiscal year.

Carroll and Weimorts 
narrated the proposal at 
the July 5 meeting, which 
began with a comparison 
showing that in 2010-11, 
the district’s $12.2 million 
in expenditures outpaced 
revenue by about $1.3 mil-
lion. And last year, the 
$11.5 million in spending 
ran about $335,000 ahead of 
revenues.

“We made improve-
ment in decreasing ex-
penditures, but what the 
district needs to maintain 
is just too much, based on 
the revenues we are re-
ceiving,” Carroll said. “We 
need to make some major 
decisions on cutting pro-
grams, personnel and/or 
benefi ts.”

He said “nobody in the 
district was any more dis-
appointed than I that it 
(the defi cit) mushroomed 
in the last month,” noting 
that a burst of end-of-the-
year costs contributed to 
the budget imbalance.

“Several things came 
together to produce this,” 
Carroll said. “It was a hope-
ful budget that we put to-
gether last year but not re-
ally realistic. We’re trying 
to cut a budget that’s about 
as low as it can go. It’s ob-
vious in the last two years 
we’ve had this situation.”

He said though several 
cost-cutting proposals 
were put forth a year ago, 
“we didn’t adopt any of 
those.”

Carroll suggested the 
school board tackle the 
shortfall by addressing 
benefi ts, either by asking 
employees to pay more or 
by dropping some of what 
is provided.

“Franklin County is the 
only district in the state 

of Florida that pays all 
our employees’ health in-
surance premium and all 
their deductibles,” he said. 
“This is a matter of what 
you can afford.”

Benefi ts this year will 
cost the school district 
about $2.15 million, rough-
ly 20 percent of the bud-
get. This comprises about 
$1.24 million in health in-
surance premiums borne 
by the district, $421,000 
for Social Security payroll 
taxes, $275,000 towards 
employees’ retirement, 
$123,000 for workers com-
pensation, $62,000 for den-
tal insurance and $37,000 
for life insurance.

This year, the district 
went to a health plan with 
a higher deductible in or-
der to realize some cost 
savings. But to offset the 
effect on employees, the 
district instituted Health 
Reimbursement Accounts, 
which meant it would cover 
the higher $1,250 deduct-
ible in the event an em-
ployee had to meet it. The 
county’s third party health 
insurance administrator, 
Lockard & Williams, had 
said the HRA could mean 
some eventual cost sav-
ings for the district.

But Carroll said last 
week the district’s 167 
employees and 15 retirees 
ended up using 92 percent, 
or about $209,000, of this 
$227,500 in HRA money, so 
there would be little cost 
savings in this regard at 
the end of the year.

He said were the district 
to reduce its HRA contri-
bution to $750, it could save 
$94,000, and if it were to 
drop the HRA contribution 
altogether, it would save 
$235,000. Dropping dental 
insurance would save the 
district about $67,000, Car-
roll said. 

“We must make some 
very diffi cult decisions, 
and it’s not going to be 
painless,” he said. “The 
revenue is not coming in 
from local tax revenue, 
and the DOE (Department 
of Education) is not giving 
us the difference.”

RIF process would 
cost teaching jobs
When the school board 

meets again at 6 p.m. to-
day for a special meeting 
to discuss the situation, 
sure to attract attention 
is a proposal outlined by 
Weimorts that could have 
much impact on the vol-
untary pre-kindergarten 
program, either by cutting 
it back or adding costs to 
these children’s parents.

Weimorts, who last 
year succeeded Brenda 
Wilson as director of spe-
cial programs, provided 
data showing the pre-K 
program, with four teach-
ers, fi ve paraprofessionals 
and a secretary, cost about 
$492,000 to run this year 
for about 80 students, who 
learned throughout an en-
tire school day.

But, she said, the Ear-
ly Learning Coalition of 
Northwest Florida only 
reimbursed the district for 
the required three hours 
per day, which came to 
about $156,000. Combined 
with other federal grants, 
the district recouped only 
about $252,000 for the 
pre-K program, which 
is housed at the former 
Brown Elementary School 
in Eastpoint.

“It’s a wonderful thing, 
and we’re glad we have it, 
but we lost $240,000 on that 
program that had to come 
out of the general fund,” 
Weimorts said. She said 
this loss does not include 
the cost of summer school 
for third-graders or the 
summer pre-K program.

She said the district 
ought to consider the pros 
and cons of turning the 
program over to ELC. “I’m 
not saying it’s something 
you should do, but it’s 
something that’s draining 
your budget. We’re pay-
ing a pile of money for our 
staff,” Weimorts said.

She said the district 
is obligated only to serve 
special needs pre-kinder-
gartners and would have to 
cover those costs although 
they would be partially off-

set by state funding. 
“We can set a cap, but 

whatever we decided to 
do, they’re only going to be 
funded at half of what they 
cost us,” Weimorts said. 
She said the district could 
revert to a policy similar to 
the one it had in the past 
and which is now in place 
at the ABC School, in which 
parents cover additional 
costs. “In most districts, if 
they want to stay all day, 
the parents pay money out 
of their pockets,” Weimorts 
said.

Regarding person-
nel, Weimorts said pre-K 
teachers and staff would 
shift back to the Franklin 
County Schools campus, 
where they would displace 
annual contract teachers 
and paraprofessionals with 
fewer years of experience. 
The terms of this Reduc-
tion in Force are addressed 
in the teachers’ contract.

“You’re going to lose 
three or four teaching po-
sitions and three or four 
paraprofessionals,“ she 
said, noting that those 
staffers absorbed by the 
ELC likely would see a cut 
in salary and benefi ts, with 
the program relying more 
on nonteaching person-
nel to handle classroom 
activities.

“They’re not going to 
make the kind of money 
they make in your school 
district,” Weimorts said.

Board Chair Jimmy 
Gander said he wanted to 
look closer at the proposal. 

“We’re still going to have 
some costs associated with 
this. I’m the kind of person 
that wants to know what 
those are,” he said. “I don’t 
think we have any choice 
but to look into this but we 
need some exact numbers 
when we do. There are 
decisions that have to be 
made, and hard decisions.”

Gander and Board 
Member David Hinton dif-
fered as to the mood of the 
public regarding school 
funding.

“We had a referendum 
last November, and the 
public told us in that vote 

that they’re not interested 
in fi nancing things at that 
school,” Hinton said. He 
was referring to the defeat 
by voters two years ago of a 
0.25-mill critical operating 
levy.

Gander countered that 
county voters had approved 
in March a four-year exten-
sion of the half-mill operat-
ing levy. 

“They voted it, and we got 
it,” he said. “We shouldn’t 
say that the public didn’t 
(support the schools). The 
public did vote for this and 
support it.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, Hinton said “we need 
to look at some other 
sources” of revenue for the 
district.

“One of the things the 
legislature allows is a 
sales tax. Many districts 
have a sales tax to supple-
ment their income for the 
schools,” he said. “I want 
us to at least research it, 
to discuss it and cuss it, 
and consider the pros and 
cons of offering a sales tax 
in Franklin County, like a 1 
cent sales tax.

Hinton stressed that 
whatever the amount 
raised by a half-cent or 
more sales tax, he backed 
an equivalent reduction in 
capital improvement mill-
age, similar to what was 
done with the half-mill levy, 
which marked a shift of 
property taxes for capital 
improvement to operating 
revenue.

“I would propose the 
same thing, (to address 
what) has been a problem 
of people, complaining over 
and over about high prop-
erty taxes,” he said.

A 1-cent sales tax, simi-
lar to the one now in place 
for county health care 
needs, yielded last year 
about $1.2 million.

Gander, in his closing 
remarks, said the district 
should consider how much 
it is paying the agent re-
sponsible for the health in-
surance plan. He also asked 
to see specifi c numbers of 
costs of running the Learn-
ing Center, which includes 
students in both the credit 
recovery program and the 
second chance program, 
for those with disciplinary 
problems.

“If we’ve got to make 
cuts, I think we have to look 
at abolishing non-class-
room positions,” he said. “I 
think we need to lock our 
teachers in there.” 

Gander voiced some op-
timism that the situation 
might not be as dire as the 
report outlined.

“In my 18 years, I’ve 
never seen a pretty picture 
of the budget that came out 
on July 5,” he said.  “For 
the last 18 years this has 
always been the worst-case 
scenario, and it looks a little 
better as time goes on.”

carpet • ceramic tile 
hardwood • area rugs 

window shades & blinds
pittsburgh paints

we bind carpets

We offer
• largest selection of  floor covering in the port saint Joe area
• design professionals on premise
• complimentary in-home design consultation
• Free in-home measuring and estimates
• professional installation

2760 highway 98 west • port saint Joe
LocaLLy owned

(850)227-7241
www.portsaintjoe.abbeycarpet.com

ighway 98 aint Joe
LocaLLy owned

(850)227-7241

highway 98 west • west • w port port p saint Joe

$50 Off
purchase of $ 750.00 or more

tile starting at 
99¢ sf. 

carpet starting at 
69¢ sf.

Robert C. Bruner 
Attorney

Personal & Business 
Bankruptcy

Over 30 Years Legal Experience
Office located at: 19 Island Drive, Eastpoint, FL

850-670-3030
“We are a debt relief agency. We can help people file 
bankruptcy relief under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code.”
“The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 

should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 

about our qualifications and experience.”

H. Jeff

Vonier
for Sheriff
Franklin County

For a better and 
safer place for 

your children to 
grow up in.

Don’t forget
to vote 

August 14th

Pd. Pol. Ad.

Paid for and approved by H. Jeff Vonier, Sheriff for Franklin County.
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“We must make some very 
diffi cult decisions, and it’s 

not going to be painless. The 
revenue is not coming in from 

local tax revenue, and the DOE 
(Department of Education) is 
not giving us the difference.”

Roy Carroll
school district fi nance director



Trades & Services

Laban Bontrager, DMD
Monica Bontrager, DMD  

12761 Pea Ridge Road - Bristol, Florida 32321
TELEPHONE (850) 643-5417

Bristol
Dental Clinic

DENTURE
LAB ON PREMISES

Same Day Service on Repairs and Relines

Don Lively General Contractors
LICENSED AND INSURED  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

P.O. Box 439
Carrabelle, FL 32322

697-2783 or Mobile 566-2603

RC0066499

RG0065255

CarrabelleVisa, Discover, and 
American Express 

Honored at 
Participating Ace Stores

JACKSON’S
Building Supplies 

& Auto Repair
Carrabelle 697-3333

We Deliver Anywhere
Hardware and 
Paint Center

J.J.’s 
Tree Service, LLC

Stump Grinder 
Licensed & Insured  Call John : (850) 899-8432

From A to Z
PO Box 364
Port St. Joe, FL 32457
850-340-0756

Greg’s Handyman Service
& Lawn Maintenance

JOE’S LAWN CARE    
IF ITS IN YOUR YARD 

LET JOE TAKE CARE OF IT

    FULL LAWN SERVICES, TREE TRIMMING AND REMOVAL
ALSO CLEAN GUTTERS AND IRRIGATION 

INSTILLATION, PLANTING AND BEDDING AVAILABLE 

CALL JOE@ 850-323-0741 
OR E- MAIL JOE’S_LAWN @YAHOO.COM

ROBERTS APPLIANCE
REPAIR

- ALL MAJOR BRANDS -

18 Shadow Lane
Apalachicola, FL 32320
Phone: (850) 653-8122

Cell: (850) 653-7654

Clayton Concrete, Inc.
Serving Franklin and Gulf Counties for over 20 years!

Concrete Construction and Pumping
House foundations, Slab Work, Driveways and Sidewalks

Rock Driveways, Tractor work, Bush Hogging
Storm Cleanup

Glen Clayton

(850)229-6525 office
(850)527-5256 cell
Licensed and insured
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paying the back taxes “out of an 
abundance of caution.”

In an interview last weekend, 
Pinki Jackel said she and her 
husband have not yet decided 
whether to challenge Pendleton’s 
fi nding, which was accompanied 
by a 12-page review of the case 
provided by Tallahassee attorney 
Larry Levy, the property apprais-
er’s attorney.

“We have not had the time to 
really settle down and meet with 
our attorney (Slepin), to make a 
fi nal determination as to whether 
we’ll go forward with any further 
action,” Jackel said. “The main 
thing is that a lot of times in life 
you have to look at the big pic-
ture, and the big picture is that 
the people that I represent know 
me, they know my integrity and I 
have proven to them I will do the 
right thing and I will stand up to 
them.

“I wrote the check gladly be-
cause I do not want to be beholden 
to anyone that would prevent me 
from asking the hard questions, 
and to be silenced, or feel that I 
can’t vote my conscience or that 
I owe someone a political favor,” 
she said. “I want to remain ob-
jective on every issue that I face, 
and if I have a legal matter hang-
ing over my head during the cam-
paign, then that’s a distraction.

“I’m not going to be silenced 
by my critics,” Jackel said. “I will 
speak out when I need to, when I 
believe it’s the right thing to do.”

Jackel, who became in 2008 
the fi rst Republican elected to 
county offi ce in modern memory, 
faces a challenge from Democrat 
Tony Shiver in the Nov. 6 general 
election.

The case against the Jack-
els stems from Dana Jackel’s 
2009 request for and receipt of 
a homestead tax exemption on 
a residence valued at $638,000 
in Kennesaw, Ga. According to 
Levy’s report, Pinki Jackel had 
executed a quit-claim deed to 
her husband in March of that 
year, which put the home they 
had jointly owned since 2001 in 
his name alone.

The Jackels had received 
Georgia’s homestead tax ex-
emption from the time they pur-
chased the home until the Jack-
els dropped the Georgia home-
stead tax exemption in 2007 and 
2008, according to Levy.

A homestead exemption for 
the St. George Island residence, 
which the couple has owned 
jointly since 1998, has been in 
place since the couple applied 
for it in February 2005. Levy 
noted that Pinki Jackel signed 
for the exemption, that the appli-
cation indicated the prior year’s 
homestead exemption had been 
in Cobb County and that she had 

lived in the St. George Island 
house since October 2004, after 
becoming a permanent resident 
of Florida that year.

Because of the apparent over-
lap in Georgia and Florida ex-
emptions in the years 2005 and 
2006, Levy had concluded that 
Pendleton’s offi ce also should 
seek back assessments for those 
two years, in addition to 2009-11. 
But Pendleton said a more thor-
ough examination by her offi ce of 
Cobb County records indicated 
there was no documentation of 
a Georgia homestead exemption 
in those years for the Jackels, so 
her offi ce chose to pursue only 
the three most recent years.

‘Totally blind-sided’
Pinki Jackel said she was 

“totally blind-sided” by the dual 
homestead issue, both by her 
husband and by the property 
appraiser’s offi ce. 

“I knew nothing about this,” 
she said. “I didn’t know my hus-
band had a homestead in Geor-
gia. He applied for it, and he did 
not discuss it with me.

“I’m not entitled to a home-
stead in Georgia, because of this 
simple fact I do not own any prop-
erty in the state of Georgia,” she 
stressed. “I don’t own real estate 
there. I have not applied for two 
homesteads anywhere.”

In his analysis, Levy noted 
that Pinki Jackel’s ownership of 
the Georgia property had been 
deeded to Dana Jackel in 2009. 
But, he contended, that does 
not mean that a married couple, 
who appear to share other joint 
fi nances, then can claim two 
homestead exemptions.

“Removing the wife’s name 
from the Kennesaw, Ga., prop-
erty is somewhat indicative of a 
step taken to seek validation for 
the additional homestead tax ex-
emption. However, as the cases 
cited herein indicate, this action 
would be insuffi cient to create 
two separate family units,” Levy 
wrote.

In his analysis, he cited sev-
eral examples of Florida case 
law, including a 2005 decision by 
Circuit Court Judge N. Sanders 
Sauls that appears to back Levy’s 
conclusion that having separate, 
permanent residences but an 
otherwise “congenial and intact 
marriage” still does not allow for 
dual homestead exemptions.

Jackel said she and her hus-
band have maintained separate 
residences since 2004. The extent 
of their joint fi nances, if it were 
limited enough, could argue for 
their right to have dual home-
steads, but Pendleton said that 
hurdle is a high one to cross.

“You can’t have any property 

in both names, and you cannot 
have any bank accounts in both 
names or credit cards,” Pend-
leton said. “You can’t fi le tax re-
turns together. You can’t even 
have a cemetery plot together.”

A survey of corporate records 
with the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida Department 
of State show that Dana Jackel 
served as registered agent for 
both Seaside Title Services Inc. 
a title company owned by Pinki 
Jackel between 2004 and 2010, 
and for Seaside Construction/
Development Corporation, a 
company for which Pinki Jackel 
served as president between 
2006 and 2010.

‘This does not pass the 
smell test’

In her remarks, Pinki Jackel 
took aim at Pendleton’s manner 
of handling the dual homestead 
exemption issue, calling it politi-
cally motivated and a breach of 
confi dentiality.

She said she fi rst learned of 
Pendleton’s decision to cite her 
for dual homesteads on June 25 
from Tax Collector Jimmy Har-
ris. “I had come over to inspect 
storm damage in the courthouse, 
and Jimmy Harris asked to talk 
to me, and that was my fi rst 
knowledge of any of this,” Jackel 
said, noting that she then picked 
up the certifi ed letter on June 
26.

“I learned from Jimmy Har-
ris that everyone from the court-
house knew. I was the last to 
know. I have an issue how wide-
spread this was known about 
in the courthouse,” she said. “I 
would have believed it would 
have been a confi dential man-
ner and handled as a confi dential 
matter, but it clearly was not.

“They knew about it prior to 
the 20th. Doris could have spo-
ken to me by phone. There was 
no reason they couldn’t have 
talked to me and said ‘Come 
over here, we want to discuss 
our fi ndings with you and get 
information from you as well,’” 
Jackel said. “I was not offered 
that opportunity.”

Jackel said it was “pretty 
much common knowledge 
around the courthouse” that the 
commissioners had left the af-
ternoon of June 19 to attend the 
Florida Association of Counties 
annual meeting in Orlando that 
week. She said after she returned 
to Franklin County June 22, she 
became busy with addressing 
the problems of Tropical Storm 
Debby and that “getting my mail 
was not a priority as chairman. I 
was all over the place and mak-
ing sure everyone was taken 
care of.”

Pendleton said she sent Har-
ris a copy of the certifi ed letter 
on June 20 so he would be aware 
of the matter if Jackel were to 
pay the back taxes in his offi ce. 
She said the matter was “kept 
silent in this offi ce” before that, 
as staffers worked to check up 
on a tip that came into the offi ce 
about two months ago. The prop-
erty appraiser’s offi ce, which 
now can rely on the services of a 
sophisticated nationwide system 
to check on dual homesteads, 
traditionally has relied on anony-
mous tipsters to check in on in-
valid dual homesteads.

Pendleton also said the certi-
fi ed letter went out immediately 
after Levy issued his legal opin-
ion and she was not aware of the 
commissioners’ travel schedule.

“Nobody in this county keeps 
up with those county commis-
sioners’ agenda,” she said, add-
ing that she fi rst became aware 
of Jackel’s absence from the 
county when Channel 7 came to 
do an interview. Pendleton said 
she suggested the reporter talk 
to Jackel and then learned the 
commission chairman was in 
Orlando.

Pendleton said she treated 
Jackel’s case just as she has the 
dozen or so other dual homestead 
cases that have come before her 
offi ce and that it would have been 
an ethical breach to discuss the 
case before a legal fi nding and 
a show of favoritism to confer 
with the property owner ahead 
of that.

Jackel went further than ac-
cuse Pendleton of a breach of 
confi dentiality and alleged it 
was part of a concerted political 
attack.

“The timing of this is very ob-
vious,” she said. “It’s after quali-
fying, it’s after June 8 and dur-

ing my campaign. This does not 
pass the smell test. It appears 
that homestead only becomes an 
issue only during political cam-
paigns. There’s a pattern of Do-
ris doing this.

“Am I the only person that 
they have investigated in the 
past four years that might have 
a homestead issue? Is this how 
they spend their time and re-
sources, investigating one elect-
ed offi cial in Franklin County? 
It’s like homestead becomes an 
issue every four years.

“This is complicated to say 
the least, and the property ap-
praiser had to have an attorney 
sort it out for them,” Jackel said. 
“There’s a difference of opinion 
but beyond that, I believe this is 
the price you pay for not being a 
rubber stamp to everything the 
property appraiser wants to see 
come about. 

“And this is the season to 
roll something out that should 
have been addressed in 2009?” 
she said. “If she believes I had a 
problem in 2009, why wasn’t this 
brought up in 2010, or 2011? Why 
now?”

Pendleton agreed that politics 
might have played a part, but 
only in the sense that the tipster 
surfaced about two months ago.

“It’s usually around election 
time, I will grant that,” she said. 
“We don’t know who they are, we 
don’t ask who they are. When 
they call in, we have to follow up.

“Since this was a situation 
mixed up with county govern-
ment, I sent all the information 
I had to the property appraiser’s 
attorney. I asked him if he would 
look it over because I was not go-
ing to do anything with it unless 
I was sure there was wrongdo-
ing,” Pendleton said. “I was mak-
ing sure I had my ducks in a row 
before I did anything.

“I can’t help what happens, I 
follow the law and if the law tells 
me to do this, that’s what I have 
to do,” she said. “I had no inten-
tion of ‘Let’s go after her, she’s 
running for reelection and I don’t 
like her.’ There was no intent for 
that.”

The property appraiser said 
she forwarded the information 
on to the state attorney’s offi ce, 
just as she has in the other cases 
over the last several years. An 
individual who “knowingly and 
willfully gives false informa-
tion for the purpose of claiming 
homestead exemption” can be 
found guilty of a fi rst-degree mis-
demeanor and punished by up to 
a year in jail and/or a fi ne not ex-
ceeding $5,000.

“We’ve always taken them to 
the state attorney’s offi ce, but 
they normally don’t pursue it,” 
she said. 

JACKEL from page A1
“I can’t help what 
happens, I follow 
the law and if the 
law tells me to do 
this, that’s what I 

have to do. I had no 
intention of ‘Let’s 
go after her, she’s 

running for reelection 
and I don’t like her.’ 
There was no intent 

for that.”

Doris Pendleton
property appraiser
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On Thursday evening, June 
28, at the Carrabelle Lions Club’s 
monthly meeting, the members 
presented Aimee Sapp, coordi-
nator of the county’s Sexual As-
sault Response Team (SART), a 
check for $500.

The donation will be used to 
purchase new clothing for do-
mestic violence and rape victims 
in Franklin County when they 
leave the hospital. Lions Club 
members also agreed to donate 
new clothing, and Peggy Kight, 
Lions Club vice president, also 
agreed to make new “totes” for 
the victims for any other items 
they will need to carry when 
leaving the hospital. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
new clothing (all sizes are need-
ed) may bring them to the Camp 
Gordon Johnston Museum in 
Carrabelle. The museum is part-
nering in this matter and will 
forward the new clothing to Mrs. 

Sapp.
On another note, the Lions 

Club will be gathering items to 
send to Tony Sapp’s unit which 

is currently serving in Afghani-
stan. If you are considering what 
to donate, we suggest items such 
as sunscreen, flavored powders 
for drinking water, Chap stick, 
toothpaste, and other personal 
items you may think of. Often-
times at forward bases there is 
no PX for soldiers to buy these 
types of items. You may also 
bring these donated items to the 
CGJ Museum, which is assisting 
the Lions Club in this effort.

On Thursday, July 5 the Car-
rabelle Lions Club sponsored a 
luncheon at the Franklin County 
Senior Center in Carrabelle. 
Club members were there to act 
as servers. At the lunch the club 
announced a fundraiser they 
will hold on Saturday, August 11. 
This fundraiser will be held to 
raise money to purchase a new 
commercial stove for the senior 
center.

Being active in our communi-
ty, the Lion’s Club motto is “We 
Serve.” 

A Disaster Recovery Center 
(DRC) opened Wednesday morn-
ing for residents affected by Tropi-
cal Storm Debby. 

The DRC, at the community 
service center at 192 14th St., is 
open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

The county’s emergency opera-
tions center said this location was 
chosen because it met Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
requirements to provide 2,000 
square feet of space, at least six 
phone lines and a data line with a 
DSL modem. 

It is important to register with 
FEMA if you have sustained loss or 
damage to your home. If your busi-
ness sustained damage you should 
also apply.  If possible, register by 
telephone or online before going to 
a disaster recovery center. 

There are three ways to apply: 
Call 800-621-FEMA (3362). Lines 
are open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven 

days a week. Those who are deaf 
or hard of hearing and use a TTY 
may call 800-462-7585 or register 
online at www.DisasterAssistance.
gov. or register using a tablet or 
Smartphone by using the FEMA 
app or m.fema.gov.

Federal disaster assistance for 
individuals and families can in-
clude money for rental assistance, 
essential home repairs, personal 
property loss and other serious 
disaster-related needs not covered 
by insurance.  

Low–interest disaster loans 
from the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration are also available to 
help with residential and business 
losses not covered by insurance. 

Survivors and businesses may 
obtain information on SBA disas-
ter loan applications by calling 800-
659-2955 (800-877-8339 for people 
who are deaf or hard of hearing) or 
online at www.SBA.gov. They may 

also apply for disaster loans elec-
tronically from SBA’s website at 
https://disasaterloan.sba.gov/ela. 

Owners of short term rental 
properties, i.e. beach houses, are 
eligible for these loans.

Tyson said people seeking help 
at the DRC will need to bring a tele-
phone number where they can be 
reached; their address at the time 
of the disaster and their current 
address; Social Security number; 
a general description of damage 
to property and other losses; the 
name of their insurance company 
and policy number or agent; and 
bank account routing information.

The Florida Dept of Economic 
Opportunity is encouraging busi-
ness owners who have incurred 
business losses due to Debby to 
complete a Business Damage As-
sessment Survey Form accessible 
at http://flmyb.com/datacol_tsdeb-
by.cfm.

Oyster harvesting 
licensing period ends 

Friday
The two-week extension 

of the licensing period for 
the Apalachicola Bay Oyster 
Harvesting License will end at 
the close of business Friday, 
July 13. 

The 45-day licensing period 
for the harvesting license, 
required to commercially 
harvest oysters from the 
Apalachicola Bay system, 
was extended due to extreme 
conditions caused by Tropical 
Storm Debby.

Under normal 
circumstances, the licensing 
period ends June 30. With the 
extension, applicants will not 
be subject to the $500 late fee 
until after July 13.

For more information about 
the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, visit 
www.FreshFromFlorida.com.

Relay for Life committee 
to meet Monday

The Franklin County Relay 
for Life will hold a wrap-
up and committee rally on 
Tuesday, July 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the newly-opened Tamara’s 
Tapas Bar, hosted by Danny 
and Marisa Itzkovitz. “Come 
enjoy a night of Relay, turn 
in any monies and register 
your team for next year,” said 
Chala Parish, who chairs the 
county’s annual fundraiser for 
the American Cancer Society. 
“Find out exciting details for 
Relay 2013, and it you’re new 
to Relay, here’s your chance to 
ask questions. The mission is 
so important to the fight to find 
a cure, so spread the word.”

Parish said everyone is 
welcome. For more info, call 
her at 370-0832.

FRWA assists Eastpoint 
after tropical storm

Tropical Storm Debby 
pounded the Florida panhandle 

from Sunday, June 24 through 
Tuesday, June 26, 2012 
with an intense complex of 
thunderstorms, torrential 
rains, and gusts up to 65 miles 
per hour. Many coastal areas 
received rainfall in excess of 15 
inches, resulting in widespread 
flash flooding and power 
outages. Eastpoint was hit 
hard by the rains and winds, 
several areas are still without 
power, and the power company 
is struggling to restore power. 

At the same time Florida 
Governor Rick Scott was 
declaring a state of emergency 
mid-Monday June 25, 
the Florida Rural Water 
Association (FRWA) was 
delivering a 60 kW generator to 
the Eastpoint Water and Sewer 
District.

Gary Williams, executive 
director of the FRWA, acted 
first thing Monday at the 
request of George Allen, 
administrator of the Eastpoint 
water district, to get resources 
into the impacted area. The 60 
kW generator, weighing 4,000 
pounds, was delivered to the 
district by Sterling Carroll, 
FRWA engineer, during the 
middle of the storm. 

Conditions to connect 
the generator were not 
ideal. Eastpoint personnel 
had to stand in the sheeting 
rain and wind gusts during 
the operation and wiring. 
The generator was safely 
connected by Clay Moore, 
supervisor and chief 
wastewater treatment plant 
operator, and Eastpoint 
personnel Derek Henry, Brian 
Taylor, and Levi Odom. Also 
assisting was Charlie Painter, 
contract operator.

This incident is an example 
of how FRWA rapidly responds 
and assists water and 
wastewater systems during 
emergencies. FRWA is part of 
the FlaWARN and the State 
Emergency Response Team, 
whose focus is to assist water 
and wastewater systems in 
the event of emergencies and 
during normal operations.

News bRiEFsLions Club donates to Refuge House

FEMA office opens for Debby claims

spEciAL tO thE tiMEs

Aimee Sapp, Franklin County 
SART coordinator, at right, is 
presented a $500 check from 
Lions Club Secretary Patti Lee.
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88191
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANK-
LIN, COUNTY
PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 12-32-CP

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
ROBERT H. WOHLERT

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Robert H. 
Wohlert, deceased, 
whose date of death 
was October 27, 2010; 
is pending in the Circuit 
Court for Franklin 
County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division; File 
Number 12-32-CP; the 
address of which is The 
Franklin County Court-
house, Apalachicola, 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida 32320. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representative 
and the personal 
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons, who have claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate, in-
cluding unmatured, 
contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, and who 
have been served a 
copy of this notice, 
must file their claims 
with. this court WITHIN 
THE LATER OF THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY (30) DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons who have 
claims or demands 
against the decedent’s 
estate, including unma-
tured, contingent or un-
liquidated claims, must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THREE 
(3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO 
FILED WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

THE DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE IS:
July 12, 2010

Personal
Representative:
Robert W. Wohlert
208 Mark Street
Carrabelle, FL 32322

Attorney for Personal 
Representative
Charles A. Curran,
FL Bar No. 274380
P.O. Box 549
Carrabelle, FL 32322
(850) 697-5333
Fax: (850) 697-5558
July 12, 19, 2012

87640T
IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 
COURT NORTHERN 
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
TALLAHASSEE DIVI-
SION
CASE NO. 
4:12-cv-00086-WS-CAS

CENTENNIAL BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

DOUGLAS BROWN 
a/k/a DOUGLAS W. 
BROWN; and BETINA 
BROWN,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that under and 
by virtue of the Final 
Judgment of Foreclo-

sure rendered in the 
above-styled case on 
April 26, 2012, in the 
United States District 
Court For The Northern 
District Of Florida, in fa-
vor of the Plaintiff, the 
undersigned, ap-
pointed in that certain 
Order Appointing Spe-
cial Master rendered 
May 25, 2012, will on 
the 24th day of July, 
2012 at 12:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time, in the 
Second Floor Lobby of 
the Franklin County 
Courthouse, 33 Market 
Street, in the city of Ap-
alachicola, Florida, of-
fer for sale and sell at 
public outcry to the 
highest bidder, the
following described 
property, situated, lying 
and being in Franklin 
County, Florida:

Commence at the 
Northwest corner of the 
East half of the North-
east Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of 
Section 23, Township 6 
South, Range 8 West, 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida; thence run South 
89 degrees 49 minutes 
01 seconds East 
826.60 feet to a rod 
and cap; thence South 
127.72 feet to a rod 
and cap for the POINT 
OF BEGINNING; 
thence from said POB 
continue South 142.73 
feet to a rod and cap; 
thence South 79 de-
grees 05 minutes 17 
seconds West 1083.60 
feet to the approximate 
water’s edge of the Ap-
alachicola River; 
thence run along said 
approximate water’s 
edge North 17 degrees 
09 minutes 25 seconds 
West 112.81 feet; 
thence North 19 de-
grees 02 minutes 07 
seconds West 142.88 
feet; thence leaving, 
said approximate 
water’s edge run North 
84 degrees 43 minutes 
35 seconds East 
1148.55 feet to the 
POB, containing 5.01 
acres more or less.

Together with all rights, 
easements, . appurte-
nances, royalties, min-
eral rights, oil and gas 
rights, all water and ri-
parian rights, ditches, 
and water stock and all 

existing and future im-
provements, structures, 
fixtures, and replace-
ments that may now, or 
at any time in the fu-
ture, be part of the real 
estate described above 
(all referred to as 
“Property”).

For additional informa-
tion concerning the 
above property con-
tact: STEPHEN A. 
PITRE, ESQUIRE, Post 
Office Box 13010, Pen-
sacola, Florida 
32591-3010 or (850) 
434-9200.

All sales are subject to 
confirmation of the 
court. Method of pay-
ment is by postal 
money order or certi-
fied check made paya-
ble to Jeffrey P. 
Whitton, Esquire, Es-
crow Account. Ten (10) 
Percent of 
High/Acceptable bid in 
certified check or 
cashier’s check will be 
accepted with the bal-
ance due within 48 
hours. No cash will be 
accepted.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim with the 
Clerk of the Court 
within 60 days after the 
sale.

In accordance with the 
AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT, 
persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to 
participate in this pro-
ceeding should contact 
Jeffrey P. Whitton, Es-
quire, Post Office Box 
1956, Panama City, FL 
32402 or (850) 
769-7040 not later than 
seven days prior to the 
sale to ensure that rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions are available.

DATED this 14th day of 
June, 2012.

SPECIAL MASTER:
JEFFREY P. WHITTON, 
Esquire
Florida Bar No. 329509
565 Harrison Ave.
Post Office Box 1956
Panama City, FL 32402
Phone: 850-769-7040

Fax: 850-769-3014
June 21, 28, 2012
July 5, 12, 2012

87870T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT, IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File # 12-42-CP

IN RE: ESTATE OF
HORACE MALOY
Deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Summary Administration

TO ALL PERSONS 
HAVING CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS AGAINST 
THE ABOVE ESTATE:
You are hereby notified 
that an Order of 
Summary Administrat-
ion has been entered in 
the estate of HORACE 
MALOY, deceased, File 
Number 12-42-CP, by 
the Circuit Court for 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida, Probate Division, 
the address of which is 
the Franklin County 
Courthouse, Apalachi-
cola, Florida 32320, 
that the total cash value 
of the estate is 
$40,000.00, more or 
less, and that the 

names and addresses 
of those to whom it has 
been assigned by such 
Order are:

Michael J Maloy, P.O. 
Box 511, Carrabelle, FL 
32322

James S. Maloy, 1230 
Sablewood Dr, Apopka 
FL 32715

All creditors of the 
decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against the 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is served within 
three (3) months after 
the date of the first 
publication of this 
notice must file their 
claims with this Court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF THREE (3) 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and 
persons having claims 
or demands against the 
estate of the decedent 
must file their claims 
with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLI-
CATION OF THIS NO-
TICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND 
DEMANDS NOT SO 
FILED WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.

The date of the first 
publication of this 
Notice is July 12, 2012.

Person Giving Notice:
Michael J. Maloy

Attorney for Person 
Giving Notice:
The Law Office of 
Thomas M. Shuler, P.A.
40-4th Street
Apalachicola, FL 32320
(850)653-1757
Florida Bar No 0947891
July 12, 19, 2012

87738T
NOTICE UNDER FIC-
TITIOUS NAME LAW 
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 865.09, FLOR-
IDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to en-
gage in business under 
the fictitious  name of 
Tiffin Furniture located 
at 117 Highway 98, in 
the County of Franklin, 
in the City of 
Eastpoint, Florida 
32328 intends to regis-
ter the said name with 
the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tal-
lahasse, Florida.

Dated at Eastpoint, 
Florida, this 27th day of 
June, 2012.

SOUTHERN FURNI-
TURE LIQUIDATORS, 
INC.
July 5, 2012

88151T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT, IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2011 CA 
182

HANCOCK BANK,
Plaintiff,

vs.

JAMES K. HICKS, 
PATTI L. HICKS, PATTI 
L. HICKS AS TRUSTEE 
OF PATTI L. HICKS 
LIVING TRUST UTD 
09/30/03 and ANY AND 
ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES CLAIMING BY. 
THROUGH, UNDER, 
AGAINST, THE HERE-
IN NAMED DEFEND-
ANTS WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD 
OR ALIVE, WHETHER 
SAID OWN PARTIES 
MAY CLAIM AN INTER-
EST AS SPOUSES, 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, OR 
OTHER CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
UNDER
F.S. CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS GIVEN that, 
in accordance with the 
Plaintiff’s Final Judg-
ment dated May 29, 
2012, in the above-
styled cause, Marcia 
Johnson, Clerk of 
Courts for Franklin 
County, will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash 
at the front door of the 
courthouse in Franklin 
County in Apalachicola, 
Florida, in accordance 
with Section 45.031, 
Florida Statutes, at 
11:00 A.M., on July 17, 
2012, the following de-
scribed property:

Lot 1 of Sea Palm Vil-
lage, according to the 
Plat thereof as re-
corded in Plat Book 4, 
Pages 30 & 31, of the 
Public Records of 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida.
Lot 4, Block 22, East, 
according to the plat 
known as St. George 
Island Gulf Beaches, 
Unit 1, a subdivision as 
per map or plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 
2, Page 7, of the Public 

Records of Franklin 
County, Florida.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IT ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

DATED: June 27, 2012

MARCIA M. JOHNSON
Clerk of the Court

By: Terry E. Creamer
Deputy Clerk
July 5, 12, 2012

88175T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANK-
LIN COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2012-0025-CP
Division: PROBATE

IN RE: ESTATE OF
DONNA JEAN WARD
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Donna 
Jean Ward, deceased, 
whose date of death 
was February 24, 2012, 
is pending in the Circuit 
Court for Franklin 
County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 33 
Market Street, Apa-
lachicola, Florida 
32320. The names and 
addresses of the per-
sonal representative 
and the personal repre-
senta- tive’s attorney 
are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DEATH 
IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
July 12, 2012.

Personal
Representative:
Carol W. Clayton
285 Betty Rae Drive
Wewahitchka, FL 
32465

Attorneys for Personal 
Representative
SANDERS
AND DUNCAN, P.A.
FL Bar No. 63869
80 MARKET STREET
APALACHICOLA, FL 
32320
(850) 653-8976
E-Mail Address:
ddduncan@fa i rpo in t .
net
July 12, 19, 2012

88187T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANK-
LIN COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.:
2011-CA-000407
DIVISION:
UCN: 192011CA 
000407XXCICI

WALTER MORTGAGE 
COMPANY, LLC
Plaintiff,

vs.

EVELYN WILLIAMS 
A/K/A EVELYN LA-
VERNE WILLIAMS; 
FREDDIE WILLIAMS 
A/K/A FREDDIE EU-
GENE WILLIAMS;
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NOTICE

To W.M.(Billy) Roles 
and Gail (Last Name 
Unknown), Former 

Operators of Pit Stop 
Rest.

U.S. 98 W. Carrabelle

Items stored in my 
home will be sold 

unless redeemed by 
8/15/12

Gloria Miller 
(850)323-2363

 2076945

 Discover the Best
 Great Job. Great Pay. Great Benefits.

 SACRED HEART IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

 Sacred Heart Hospital 
 on the Gulf

 3801 E Hwy 98
 Port St. Joe, FL 32456

 Apply online at
 www.sacred-heart.org/gulf

 If you have any questions about 
 opportunities with Sacred Heart Health 
 Systems please visit our organizational 

 website at
 www.sacred-heart.org/gulf

 Physicia n O ffice M a na g er II - Job  ID#4 9 04
 Manages the daily operations of the assigned practice 
 site. Four years of experience w orking in a physician 
 office setting required. Tw o years of experience in a 
 leadership role required. Bachelor’s degree required. 
 Equivalent w ork experience (6 yrs) m ay be 
 condsidered in lieu of degree.

 M ed ica l Assista nt - Job  ID#4 9 09
 A ssists w ith the exam ination and treatm ent of 
 patients under the direction of a physician. Previous 
 experience w orking in a physician office or clinic 
 setting preferred. High School or Equivalent required. 
 Com pletion of an accredited Medical A ssistant 
 Program  required.

EASTERN
SHIPBUILDING
GROUP

MORE THAN A JOB… A FUTURE!

LONG TERM WORK

an aggressive leader in the Marine Industry, located in Panama City, FL
has the following opportunities for skilled craftsmen:

PIPEFITTERS  •  PIPE WELDERS  
SHIPFITTERS  •  STRUCTURAL WELDERS

Competitive wages DOE, and a comprehensive benefi ts package including:
Company paid health, dental, and life insurance, 401(k), attendance

& safety bonuses. Normal work week to include overtime.

Qualifi ed craftsmen should apply in person: Mon-Fri, 8am-12pm - 1pm- 4:30 pm

HUMAN RESOURCES (2 Locations):
13300 Allanton Rd., Panama City, FL 32404 and

134 S. East Ave., Panama City, FL 32401
(850) 522-7414  • Fax: (850) 874-0208

EOE/Drug Free Workplace

Employment 
Available

The Eastpoint Water and Sewer 
District is Seeking applications 
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Applications are available at the 
Eastpoint Water and Sewer 
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RENTALS

1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH, UNFURNISHED APT.

Lanark, Remodeled, Inc. Water ......................$425

2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH, UNFURNISHED APT.

Lanark ............................................................$400

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, UNFURNISHED

Doublewide.....................................................$700

2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH, UNFURNISHED APT.

Small Porch ....................................................$375

108 S. E. AVE. A 
CARRABELLE, FLORIDA 32322

850-697-9604       850-323-0444 
www.seacrestre.com

www.fi rstfi tness.com/carrabelle
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND RENTALS

To Place Your Classified ad 
in

Call Our New Numbers Now!

Call: 850-747-5020
Toll Free: 800-345-8688 
Fax: 850-747-5044
Email: thestar@pcnh.com
Email: thetimes@pcnh.com

the

APALACHICOLA
& CARRABELLE TIMES

CALL OUR NEW NUMBERS NOW

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT, PUR-
SUANT TO THE JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLO-
SURE ENTERED IN 
THE ABOVE CAUSE, I 
WILL SELL THE PROP-
ERTY SITUATED IN 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, DESCRIBED 
AS:

LOT 2, BLOCK 153, 
CITY OF APALACHI-
COLA, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT ON FILE 
IN THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

AT PUBLIC SALE, TO 
THE HIGHEST AND 
BEST BIDDER, FOR 
CASH, ON AUGUST 8, 
2012, AT 11:00 A.M. 
AT THE FRANKLIN 
COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, 33 MARKET 
STREET, APALACHI-
COLA, FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

IF YOU ARE A PER-
SON WITH A DISABIL-
ITY WHO NEEDS ANY 
ACCOMMODATION IN 
ORDER TO PARTICI-
PATE IN THIS PRO-
CEEDING, YOU ARE 
ENTITLED, AT NO 
COST TO YOU, TO 
THE PROVISION OF 
CERTAIN ASSIS-
TANCE. PLEASE CON-
TACT Danny Davis, 
Court Technology Of-
fice, Court Adminis-
tration, 301 S. Monroe 
St., Rm 225, Tallahas-
see, FL 32303, 850-
577-4401 AT LEAST 
SEVEN (7) DAYS BE-
FORE YOUR SCHED-
ULED COURT AP-
PEARANCE, OR IMME-
DIATELY UPON RE-
CEIVING THIS NOTIFI-
CATION IF THE TIME 
BEFORE THE SCHED-
ULED APPEA- RANCE 
IS LESS THAN SEVEN 
(7) DAYS; IF YOU ARE 
HEARING OR VOICE 
IMPAIRED, CALL 711.

DATED: May 1, 2012

Don W. Howard
Clerk of the Court

Terry E. Creamer
Deputy Clerk
July 12, 19, 2012

88217T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR GULF 
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No.: 11-89PR
Division: Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF
JERNYL HARPER
LINTON,
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Jernyl 
Harper Linton, de-
ceased, whose date of 
death was August 30, 
2010, and file number 
11-89PR, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for 
Gulf County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the 
address of which is 200 
N. 2nd Street, Wewa-
hitchka, Florida, 32465. 
The names and ad-
dresses of the personal 
representative and the 
personal represen-
tative’s attorney are set 
forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 

persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate, in-
cluding unmatured, 
contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, must file 
their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
July 12, 2012.

Personal
Representative:
Michael Harper
7627 N. Deer Haven Rd
Panama City, FL 32409

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
A. Renee Preston
FL Bar No. 639801
Evers & Preston, PL
17 E. Main Street,
Suite 201
Pensacola, FL 32502
(850) 444-9500
Fax: (850) 916-1566
July 12, 19, 2012

Publisher’s 
Notice

“SCAM “
To avoid possible 
scams, it is recom-
mended that con-
sumers should verify 
caller information 
when receiving calls 
regarding credit card 
payments. Consum-
ers should also con-
tact the local com-
pany themselves in-
stead of giving this 
information to indi-
viduals who  are 
contacting them di-
rectly.

*Adopt:* Adoring
Married, Creative

Professionals,
Celebrations,

loving Home awaits 
Miracle 1st baby. 
Expenses paid 
*FLBar42311*

*1-800-552-0045*

5th WHEELER
Outback Feather Lite, 
2003. 27 ft, one slide. 
Excellent condition. 
$13800 (850) 323-1181.
Text FL16017 to 56654

Whirlpool Washer & 
Dryer, $200 both. 
Good condition
850-670-4698 or
770-881-1704

SAFE - Military File 
Safe, Good condition, 
great for keeping all 
valuables, not just files. 
$395. 850-832-7191 or 
850-785-0693.

Food Svs/Hospitality

Best Western
All Positions

Please apply in Person 
9am-3pm 249 Hwy 98 
Apalachicola, FL. No 
phone calls!!!

Install/Maint/Repair

Housekeepers
E x p e r i e n c e d
housekeepers needed 
for bed & breakfast. 
(850) 653-9199

Logistics/Transport

Class-A CDL 
Flatbed Drivers

Home on the week-
ends! All Miles PAID 
(Loaded & Empty)! 
Lease to Own-No 
Money Down CALL: 
888-880-5911

Medical/Health

Early Head
Start Family

Advocate
This position will col-
laboratively with our 
Early Head Start pro-
gram in a social ser-
vices capacity. Quali-
fied applicants must 
possess a BA/BS de-
gree in human or social 
services field. Excellent 
communication and 
org. skills, as well as 
the ability to work with 
families from diverse 
backgrounds are re-
quired. Excellent bene-
fits package! Apply at 
Early Education and 
Care, Inc. 450 Jenks 
Avenue, Panama City, 
Fl. 32401 EOE M/F/V/D 
DFWP

Web ID#: 34216187

Medical/Health

Caregiver
Seeking Caregiver/ 
Nurse for elderly gen-
tleman in Eastpoint, FL. 
Honest, dependable, 
Call Jim (201) 370-6596

Medical/Health

Nursing
Faculty

Associate RN
Program,

9-month
(PC Campus)

Requires MSN with 
min. 2 yrs. exp. in 
adult medical - surgi-
cal nursing + have 
current BCLS & an 
unencumbered FL 
RN license upon 
starting job.  Teach-
ing exp. preferred.

Nursing
Faculty

Practical Nursing 
& Certified

Nursing Assistant 
programs,

9-month
(Gulf-Franklin

Campus)
Requires MSN with a 
minimum 2 yrs. of 
general medical sur-
gical nursing experi-
ence + a current FL 
RN license. Salary 
for above positions 
based on degree 
and experience.  Po-
sitions Open Until 
Filled.  Only those 
who provide all re-
quested items 
(GCSC Application 
(must be com-
pleted), legible tran-
scripts & resume) 
will be considered. 
Additional info: 
www.gulfcoast.edu/hr.
Women & minori-
ties are strongly en-
couraged to apply. 
GCSC is an 
EA/EO/M/F/Vet em-
ployer.  GCSC Eq-
uity Officer (850) 
872.3866

Web ID#: 34216442
Text FL16442 to 56654

117 Market Street, 
Apalachicola. 5000 sf, 
high visiblity, $1200 
mo. First, Last & Sec 
970-399-7363 or 
954-258-9990

Lanark Village: Clean,
2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
screened porch, AC, 
Long term lease: 7 
months min. $500 
monthly + $350. secu-
rity deposit, references 
required or wkly & 
wknd rental w/deposit 
Pets-will consider. Non 
s m o k i n g .
850-212-2063
Text FL16041 to 56654

St. George Island $160 
week, Electric, Satellite, 
Garbage incl. Pool tble. 
12’ X 65’ deck w/Beaut-
iful view 850-653-5114

1 BRCottage
H/AC   in  Apalachicola, 

FL.  850-643-7740.

Apalachicola - 2 br, 1 
ba Cottage. $650. 1st & 
last month’s rent,  refer-
ences. 850-890-1253.
Text FL16560 to 56654

Downtown Apalachi-
cola - 2br, 2ba. First & 
last month’s rent plus 
references needed. 
Call 850-294-6914.
Text FL16667 to 56654

Panama City -
CLOSEOUT SALE:
Unbeatable Prices, 
D/W & S/W. Most 
are Zone III. Ken-
singer Housing, 
3424 E. 15th, St, Call 
(850) 785-0693.
Text FL16550 to 56654

$33,500 5 Acres near 
Crystal Lake on Amos 
Hayes Rd, property has 
well septic and power 
pole. Current survey is 
available. About 1.5 ac-
res of the property is 
cleared. 850-271-5761 
and leave a message.

Total Down 
Pmt $675

2000 Chevy
Impala - 4 Door

Total Price
$4,200

0% Interest
Daylight Auto

Financing
2816 Hwy 98 West

850-215-1769
9am-9pm   Mon-Sat
11am-6pm    Sunday

You Are
Automatically

Approved If You 
Can Make
Payments
On Time!!!

Total Down 
Pmt $775
2000 Dodge

Durango- 3 Rows
$4500 Total
0% Interest

Daylight Auto
Financing

2816 Hwy 98 West
850-215-1769

9am-9pm   Mon-Sat
11am-6pm    Sunday

You Are
Automatically

Approved If You 
Can Make
Payments
On Time!!!

Ford F150 1992- SWB-
6 cyl, 5 spd, 93,800 mi-
les. $2900. Call 
850-653-4940

Nice Car of 
Forgotten 

Coast, LLC
For inventory 

log onto:
www.nicecar
offorgotten

coastllc.com

Total Down 
Pmt $2000

2004 Chevy
Silverado - X/Cab

$9500 Total
0% Interest

Daylight Auto
Financing

2816 Hwy 98 West
850-215-1769

9am-9pm   Mon-Sat
11am-6pm    Sunday

You Are
Automatically

Approved If You 
Can Make
Payments
On Time!!!

Total Down 
Pmt $975
2000 Dodge
Ram - 4 Door
$5200 Total
0% Interest

Daylight Auto
Financing

2816 Hwy 98 West
850-215-1769

9am-9pm   Mon-Sat
11am-6pm    Sunday

You Are
Automatically

Approved If You 
Can Make
Payments
On Time!!!

2008 Harley
Davidson

Street Glide

Anniversay
Edition

9,700 miles. Copper/ 
Black. In Excellent 

condition w/Rinehart 
Exhaust, Power 

Commander, ABS, 
Security, Extra 

Headlights, 2 Seats, 
many other options. 
Always garage kept 
and well maintaned. 
Original owner. Only 
$17,000, sold new 
for over $27,000.
850-723-4642

These tiny ads sell,
hire, rent

and inform for thousands of
families each week. Let a 
little Classified ad do a big

job for you.
Emerald Coast Marketplace 

747-5020 Turn to classified!
You can bank on

our bargains!

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home
* Medical, * Business, 
* Criminal Justice
* Hospitality. Job 
placement assistance. 
Computer available. Fi-
nancial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 
8 6 6 - 4 6 7 - 0 0 5 4  
www.CenturaOnline.com

AIRLINE CAREERS 
BEGIN HERE -Become 
an Aviation Mainte-
nance Tech. FAA ap-
proved training. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. 
Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 
877-206-9405

Classified can!
If you’re 
ready to 
move up 

or are just 
starting out Classified 

can help you 
open the door 

to home
ownership.
We’ve got 

properties at every
price, 
with

locations 
all over town! 

And if 
you’re 

planning
to sell, 

Classified 
can

introduce 
you to 

the market’s 
best 

prospects.



Harry Arnold, who to-
gether with Jim Bachrach 
spearheaded the newly 
introduced downtown fi re-
works display on behalf 
of Historic Apalachicola 
Main Street, introduced 
the event. He expressed 
gratitude to all the veter-
ans in the crowd, especially 
the young ones, and said 
he hoped all our soldiers 
would be home for next 
year’s big event. 

After music by Platinum, 
a Tallahassee-based show 
band, the fi reworks were 
spectacular, fi red from a 
barge provided by Tommy 
Ward and assembled by 
a crew led by Mike Cates 
from Cates Electric. 

“We couldn’t have 
pulled it off without help 
from that group of people,” 
said George Mahr, who 
helped raise about $15,000 

in private donations for the 
event. 

With some help from the 
city with portable toilets, 
police protection and print-
ing expenses, the event 
likely will break even, Mahr 
said, with an even bigger 
shindig next year. 

“I think it was an ex-
cellent event,” he said. 
“To me it was the larg-
est civic event, other than 
the Seafood Festival, 
Apalachicola’s had in the 
last 10 years. It was an 
event that everyone could 
participate in throughout 
the city, people of all ages. 
I think that’s what was so 
wonderful about it.” 

The following morn-
ing, the St. George Island 
Independence Day parade 
came off without a hitch, 
and a passing shower only 
made it better. 

The trucks, bikes, con-
vertibles, boats and golf 
carts lined up as usual, on 
the hot dusty morning with 
scattered clouds. As the 11 
a.m. start drew near, some 
people were worried their 
water bombs would be 
tepid by the time the fl otilla 
got under way. 

Dozens of people milled 
on the side streets, and a 
crowd gathered at island 
center armed to the teeth 
with squirt guns of every 
description. 

People whooped when 
the lights of the fi re truck 
carrying Grand Marshall 
Steve Kearney, a retired 
Air Force general, began to 
fl ash. Just as the fi rst fl oats 
reached Lighthouse Park, 
huge raindrops began to 
plop down on the crowd. 

There was no thunder 
or lightning, and with ev-

eryone so consumed by the 
ongoing exchange of water 
balloons and water cannon 
blasts, the rain was not 
an issue. Nobody ran for 
cover. 

Participants in the pa-
rade hailed from as far 
away as San Francisco, 
Dallas and New York. Amid 
the patriotic splendor, one 
golf cart stood alone in its 
magnifi cence, that of Bob 
and Susan Pruitt, whose 
vision combined patriotism 
with pirate fl ags to win 
the island’s title of grand 
champion. 

The water fi ght ratch-
eted up a notch this year 
with an escalation in artil-
lery. Ricky Martin of Smarr, 
Ga., said he got wet last 
year and wanted retribu-
tion, so he came armed with 
a hundred-gallon tank and 
double water cannons pow-

ered by an electric pump 
mounted on a trailer pulled 
behind his pickup. The can-
nons were operated by his 
son and daughter. 

Also new to the spectacle 
was a pair of skateboard-
ing warriors who whizzed 
back and forth between the 
fl oats brandishing plastic 
swords. 

One possible glitch in 
this year’s event was that 
the road was not closed 
during the procession. With 
children running to catch 
beads and candy and ex-
changing water pistol fi re, 
traffi c moved in both direc-
tions along Gorrie Drive. 
Happily, there were no mis-
haps as a result. 

The two-day festivities 
continued in Carrabelle 
that afternoon and evening. 
Even the Carrabelle beach 
RV Park got into the action 

with its third annual July 4 
parade. 

The grandly decorated 
red, white and blue resi-
dence of Bill and Melissa 
Sanders took fi rst prize, 
winning the couple a two-
day stay at the park. 

But what Bill was most 
proud of was how the 
couple’s pair of little dogs, 
Chihuahua mixes, stayed 
put in the wagon as they 
were wheeled around in the 
annual parade. “They didn’t 
once jump out,” he boasted 
proudly to his neighbors. 

Carrabelle’s annual fi re-
works display, traditionally 
an impressive show that 
brings scores of people to 
the city’s waterfront, closed 
out the county’s fi reworks 
in fi ne fashion. 

For more photos of the 
county’s celebration, visit 
www.ApalachTimes.com.

Our local real estate experts have identified what they feel are the best values around 
and are offering them to you in Real Estate Picks! (In this section), Discover the best 

real estate values in Mexico Beach, Port St. Joe, Apalachicola, Cape San Blas, 
St. George  Island, Carrabelle and surrounding areas.
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Real Estate Picks

John Shelby, Broker
800-344-7570
850-927-4777

www.sgirealty.com

MLS# 217517 $55,000 St. George Island

CLEARED GULF VIEW LOT 
Located 3 lots in from the corner of 7th and Pine 
Ave East, One of those rare lots on East Pine with an 
outstanding Gulf view from an elevated house, is also 
across the street from Baine Street which brings the 
potential for bay views into play, Lot measures 100 x 
150 for 1/3 acre of island property!

John Shelby, Broker
800-344-7570
850-927-4777

www.sgirealty.com

MLS#247518 $698, 500 St. George Island

PLANTATION BAYFRONT HOME
Kitchen designed for great cooks to entertain, 2 
dishwashers, large gas stove, Island with sink, Open 
Living area, Elevator, Fireplace, 5 BR, 5 BA, Extra BR 
or Den, Screened Pool & Spa, louvered storage garage, 
shared Dock with Slips for 4 owners, Spectacular Bay 
views, near “The Cut” and Gulf!

Qualifications:

Expertise in:

New Patients
Welcome

Call Toll Free
888-681-5864

For more info
www.seclung.com

LUNG AND SLEEP
D I S O R D E R S

At Sacred Heart Hospital Medical Office Bldg in Port St. Joe

DR.  ROB GARVER

dbutler@coastalcoverage.com

Locally owned and operated 
Home • Business • Auto • Health • Workers Comp
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clude a recently enacted additional 
$25,000 in homestead exemption, the 
impact of this year’s tax base decline 
will be less drastic on the school dis-
trict. Pendleton said the district’s 
combined property tax valuation will 
drop from $1.95 billion to $1.83 bil-
lion, or about 6.2 percent.

The Northwest Florida Water 
Management District will see a 
12.7 percent drop, similar to county 
government. 

Last year, the county levied 4.98 
mills in property taxes, but with the 
upcoming July 19-20 budget work-
shops, county commissioners will 
have to weigh whether to increase 
the millage, cut spending or a com-
bination of both.

The effect of the property tax base 
decline will be seen most sharply in 
the eastern end of the county.

Carrabelle’s combined valuation 
will go from $130.9 million to $102.9 
million, a drop of $28 million, or 
about 25.8 percent. The city levies 
8.27 mills in taxes but is capped by 
Florida law at levying no more than 
10 mills.

The Alligator Point Water and 
Sewer District will experience a drop 
in its tax base from $142.4 million to 
$122.9 million, a decline of $19.5 mil-
lion, or about 13.7 percent.

The tax base of the Dog Island 
Conservation District went from 
$38.6 million to $32.8 million, a 15 

percent drop of about $5.8 million.
The Eastpoint Water and Sewer 

District is expected to see a 5.8 
percent drop in its tax base, a loss 
of $4.2 million, from $72.8 million to 
$68.6 million.

The decline in Apalachicola’s tax 
base, which has been in double digits 
the past two years, is softer than the 
rest of the county. It will see a drop 
from $130.9 million to $127.5 million, 
only about $3.4 million, or 2.6 per-
cent. But with a millage rate of 9.173 
mills, it is nearing the 10-mill cap.

Pendleton said this year’s ap-
praisal work was made more chal-
lenging because of the large num-
ber of foreclosures and short sales, 
which the state does not allow in the 
property tax valuation calculation. 

“We strictly work off of the sales; 
that’s about the only thing we can 
go by,” she said. “They don’t like us 
using the short sales or the banks 
sales, so we’re kind of in a dilemma 
of using what we can fi nd.”

She also noted that during times 
of escalating values, the homestead 
exemption works in a property own-
er’s favor, because there is a cap on 
property valuation of 3 percent, or 
the consumer price index, which-
ever is lower.

But during times of declining val-
ues, the assessed value of a property 
still rises whenever it is below the 
just, or actual, value until it meets 

that value. And with many homes 
in the county with several years of 
assessed values being capped by 
a homestead exemption, their as-
sessments have a lot of room to rise 
even when their actual values have 
declined.

“It’s hurting the homestead peo-
ple,” Pendleton said. “That’s where 
the legislature messed up. They 
didn’t think about declining val-
ues, they thought about escalating 
values.”

Although it would not affect the 
2012-13 fi scal year taxes, voters in 
November will have a chance to 
vote on Amendment 4, which would 
prohibit increases in the assessed 
value of homestead property if the 
fair market value of the property 
decreases.

It would also cap at 3 percent an-
nual assessment increases to non-
homestead or commercial property. 
The property tax rate also would be 
lowered to 10 percent for rental and 5 
percent for commercial properties.

Additionally, the measure would 
implement an additional homestead 
exemption for fi rst-time buyers 
equal to 50 percent of the median 
home price in the county. The ad-
ditional exemption, however, would 
be gradually reduced until it expires 
within fi ve years. The proposed 
measure requires 60 percent voter 
approval for adoption. 

TAX BASE from page A1

BOOM! from page A1

LOIS SWOBODA | The Times 

Bob and Susan Pruitt were the grand champions 
of the golf cart competition. 

Photos by DAVID ADLERSTEIN | The Times

At center, Chance White soars at the Apalachicola parade. At right, Melissa and Bill Sanders’ dog Otis proves 
that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. For lots more photos of the county’s Independence Day celebrations, 
visit www.apalachtimes.com and the Times’ Facebook page.
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