
By Del Lessard
Staff Writer

Property foreclosures in
Okaloosa County have increased
sevenfold in the past four years,
steadily rocketing from 278 in
2005 to 1,969 in 2008.

Properties in foreclosure
include undeveloped property,
single family homes, commercial
properties and condominiums. 

Of course not every property
that begins the foreclosure
process ends up being sold at auc-
tion, according to Vicky Jackson,
a deputy clerk of court in the
Shalimar office.  Often times the
property owner will arrange for
the financing to pay off the
amount in default before the
courts sell it at auction, including
short sales.  In addition, foreclo-

sure filings often drag on for
months, meaning many properties
that entered the foreclosure
process in one year continue into
the following year.

There are already 67 homes
and other properties scheduled for
sale on the courthouse steps in
January, and another 15 sched-
uled for a February auction sale.

In December, 19 homes were
sold by the clerk of court, includ-
ing two in the Niceville area,
according to the Clerk of Court.
The record 2008 foreclosure total
was double that of the already
high level of the previous year.

Expect the torrid foreclosure
pace to continue in 2009, said
Niceville Realtor Ray DiTirro, as
sinking property values make it
harder to refinance mortgages.

As five-year adjustable rate mort-
gages and interest-only mortgages
reset this year, many property
owners will find their properties
are worth less than what they
owe, DiTirro said.  Therefore they
won’t be able to take advantage
of current favorable mortgage
interest rates hovering around 5

percent.  
Instead, DiTirro predicted that

many of those caught owing more
than their property is worth will
either default and go through
foreclosure, or look to “short
sales”—where the mortgage

By Del Lessard
Staff Writer

The Air Force has funded a
$2.5 million Eglin initiative
aimed at minimizing delays on
the ground and in the air as mili-
tary and civilian air traffic grows
significantly over the next five
years, worsening the already con-
gested and complex airspace
around Eglin.

Since 2005, when the Base
Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) directed basing as many
as 113 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters
at Eglin Air Force Base by 2016,
civilian and military officials have

been concerned that increased
military and civilian flights over
Northwest Florida will cause traf-
fic delays in the air and on the
ground. 

By 2014 air operations (take-
offs and landings) at Eglin are
expected to total about 427,000
per year, more than double the
192,000 in 2005, according to
Mike “Pappy” Penland of Eglin’s
Air Armament Center.

Penland is Eglin’s point man
for GRASI—military shorthand
for Gulf Regional Airspace

By Kenneth Books
Editor

Christmas came in January for
141 Hurlburt Field airmen and
their families as the service mem-
bers deplaned after deployments
to Southwest Asia.

As the plane carrying the air-
men home landed at Eglin Air
Force Base early Thursday, the
chilly weather, the 3 a.m. time
frame and the impatience of wait-
ing was all forgotten and a com-
bination gasp of expectation and
cry of joy arose from the hangar.
The reunion was moved from
Hurlburt because of ongoing run-
way repairs there.

Most of the airmen missed not
only Christmas but Thanksgiving
and Halloween at home. But it
was the yuletide that families

were most excited about reenact-
ing.

Many of the families still have
Christmas decorations in their
homes, including wreaths, pres-
ents and, of course, trees. While
most said they have artificial
trees, Ronda Hopping, who was
waiting for Master Sgt. Lance
Hopping, said she put up a real
tree before Christmas. It remains
in their living room.

“It’s dying, but it’s still up,”
she said.

Some spouses, such as Tech.
Sgt. Chris Arrington, who was
waiting for his wife, Tech. Sgt.
Latoya Arrington, were left with
their hands full. He had to take
care of the couple’s five sons, the
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Going, going...
An air-
man used
his six-
month
deploy-
ment to
lose 125

pounds. See page 2.

First 57
Fifty-seven officers
were the first to gradu-
ate to the occupation-
al badge for the new
38F Force Support Air
Force
Specialty
Code.
See
story, page 3.

Best of the best
Hurlburt is one of two
finalists for the Air
Force Installation
Excellence Award,
designating the best
base in the service.
See page  5.

What’s up?
Check out the Patriot
calendar for places to
go and things to do on
the Gulf Coast. See
page 6.

Day Tripper
Believe it or not, it’s
winter in Florida. So

why
not
spend
a day
ice

skating at Baytowne
Wharf?
See story, page 8.

Inside

Air congestion
seen expanding
Panel seeks traffic plan by 2010

Air Force photo

Camel collaboration
U.S. Air Force Col. Donald Dickerson talks to a local national on an air base in Southwest Asia
recently. Dickerson is the 379th Air Expeditionary Wing host-nation coordination cell director.

Please see AIRMEN, page 4
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Through the roof
Foreclosure actions filed, Okaloosa County, by month

Expect trend to continue
in 2009, warns Realtor

2008 foreclosures doubled
Photo by Kenneth Books

Tech. Sgt. Latoya Arrington gets the royal treatment from her
husband, Tech. Sgt. Chris Arrington, and daughter, Tabahri, 2.

141 airmen get belated yule gift
Back home after deployment



By TSgt. Michael Voss 
376th Expeditionary Wing 

MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyz
Republic—”I knew I was
unhealthy and had to make
some changes, especially when
I thought about my 5-year-old
looking up at me,” said Senior
Airman Jarvis Johnson.
“Without changes, I wouldn’t
be around to see him and my
daughters grow up.” 

When you ask someone
what they can accomplish in six
months—just 24 short weeks—
they may say something like, “I
plan to finish a couple college
courses,” or maybe, “I’m going
to read a couple books,”
or “Tour a little.”

Many may say they are
going to get in shape, but what
do they mean when they say
“get in shape?” Six months is
not enough time to get in shape
if you’re not, is it? 

Johnson set out just 180
days ago to do just this, to get
back into shape after years of

inactivity. 
He remembers the day he

made up his mind to get fit.
Before heading to Manas,
Johnson attended a week-long
Combat Skill Training Course.
During the course, he had tried
to put on a flak vest. At nearly
300 pounds, he knew he would
need a large one but had no
idea that the readiness squadron
would not have anything that
would fit. After trying on the
largest size available, a 3X,
they simply gave up and let him
go without, but this experience
would stay fresh in Jarvis’
mind. 

Upon arrival at Manas,
Johnson decided this would be
the last time he would wear 44-
inch pants with a waist circum-
ference of 47. This also would
be the last time his family and
wife of 17 years would see him
so badly overweight.

During his first days at
Manas, Jarvis attended the
Wing Right Start briefing and
watched as 376th Expeditionary
Wing Commander Col.
Christopher Bence said, “You
can leave here how you like.”
First, he showed pictures of a
person who arrived thin, ate too
much and left extremely over-

weight. “Or,” he said, “you can
leave like this.” He showed a
picture of an airman who came
to Manas overweight and lost
75 pounds. 

Although Johnson was
impressed by the slide, he
already had made up his mind
to lose weight. But now, he had
a firm goal. 

“I wanted to lose somewhere
around 75 pounds, but I said to
myself I can beat that,” said the
father of three. “I told Col.
Bence right there; I said I am
going to be the one you brief
about in six months, the one
who lost the weight.” 

With nothing but a deter-
mined heart and a quote from
legendary football coach Vince
Lombardi to give him emotion-

al strength—“The dictionary is
the only place that success
comes before work”—the air-
man, deployed from McChord
Air Force Base, Wash., contin-
ued on the path to a healthy liv-
ing again.

“I used this quote on those
days when I didn’t feel like get-
ting up and going to gym, when
I was like, ‘damn I don’t want
to do this today,’” said
Johnson.

He remembers it wasn’t
always like this, being over-
weight. A football linebacker,
basketball and track star
throughout high school, he was
always athletic. When he enlist-
ed in the military he was a tall
6 feet 1 inch and 169 pounds.

Then in 2004 he tore his

Achilles tendon, an extremely
painful injury which
caused him to be unable to do
any type of physical activity.
Quickly he began to put on
more and more weight, but due
to fortunate timing, Air Force
physical fitness monitors were
conducting the cycle ergono-
metric test versus the mile and
a half run that they currently
employ. 

“I am a steak and potatoes
kind of guy,” said Johnson.
“When the mile and a half run
went away and the Air Force
went to (cycle ergonometry)
you didn’t have to run so I did-
n’t. I was passing the ergo test,
but I knew that I could not have
passed the run. I was easily
packing in 5,000 calories a
day!” 

In June, the 35-year-old took
to walking on the treadmill in
the base gym, at first only 30
minutes a day. But he also cut
out fried foods. Eventually he
moved to the elliptical machine.
He has successfully changed
what he eats and how he eats.
He stopped eating fried foods
all together, and began drinking
water. 

“I decided to try the five lit-
tle meals versus one big meal a
day,” said Johnson. 

Now, nearly six months later,
the man who just 180 days ago
could not fit into the largest
available flak vest is working
out sometimes three times a
day. He has moved from using
the elliptical machine 30 min-
utes a day to an hour at the
highest level. He also is jump-
ing rope for 20 minutes straight
along with twice-a-week sprints
on the basketball court.

He has lost 125 pounds, is
down to 165 pounds, and has
taken 14 inches off his waist.

And as returning airmen
look forward to seeing their
loved-ones’ eyes when they get
off that plane back home,
Johnson’s wife, Jasa, has some-
thing else to look forward to: a
“small” surprise.

Nearly letting the proverbial
cat out of the bag in July,
Johnson sent home a picture of
himself. His wife took notice
and asked if he had been losing
weight? To which he replied,
“If anything I have been gain-
ing.” Immediately he sent her a
photo he had taken earlier, and
he has been doing the same the
entire deployment.

Due to return home early in
2009, and nearly half the man
he used to be, Johnson is thank-
ful for his new, healthy
lifestyle. 

“You can’t imagine how
good this feels,” he said.
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CHURCH
DIRECTORY

“Pointing The Way To Jesus”

IMMANUEL ANGLICAN
CHURCH

250 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin
Church Office: 850-837-6324

www.iacdestin.org

Sunday Morning Services
7:45 Holy Communion
10:00 Family Communion Service
Ministries provided for children,
nursery through 8th grade

Wednesday Night Student Ministry
6:30-8:00 “Encounter”
(6th-12th grade)

Courtesy photo
Senior Airman Jarvis Johnson, assigned to the Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron at
Manas Air Base, Kyrgyz Republic, sits down for dinner with some deployed friends. At the time,
Johnson weighed 295 pounds, but had already decided to make some changes during his six
month deployment.

Senior Airman
Jarvis Johnson
shows off the new
him. During his
time at Manas,
Johnson lost 125
pounds and took
14 inches off his
waist.

Courtesy photo

Airman’s friends see less of him now
Loses 125 lbs.
and 14 inches

Men’s varsity
softball tryouts

Tryouts for the men’s
varsity softball team will
take place Feb. 9-13, 6-8
p.m., at Hurlburt Field soft-
ball fields, behind the track. 

Military, civilians and
contractors are eligible to try
out.

A mandatory pre-tryout
meeting will be held at the
softball fields Feb. 5 at 6
p.m. to cover the ground
rules for the tryouts.

Team selections will be
announced Feb. 16. The sea-
son will run from February
until October, with at least
two tournaments per month.

Hurlburt Field was the
USSSA & ASA Military
World Champs in 2008.

For more information,
contact Capt Bill
Mamourieh, 937-321-7920,
or
William.mamourieh@hurl-
burt.af.mil.

you choose to paint. According
to Denise Ives, store owner, it’s
possible to paint anything from
sinks and back splashes to dish-
es and lamps. All work is ready
for pick-up the following day. 

Baytowne Wharf offers a
variety of eateries and pubs
you’ll want to explore after skat-
ing. The overall feel of the cen-
ter is quaint and welcoming. For
a gallon of gas and about 30
minutes of travel time, you’ll
really feel like you got away for
an evening or a weekend of fun.

ICE
From page 8



holder agrees to settle for what it
can get in a sale for less than
what’s owed.

The Patriot talked to one cou-
ple whose home in Valparaiso is
on the market as a short sale.
The owner had been in the home
for more than a dozen years but
refinanced when a medical emer-
gency hit the family. The family
then refinanced a second time,
saying they received an unrealisti-
cally high appraisal, and getting
the loan at an adjustable rate.
Last summer the family moved
out of the home—even though
both the husband and wife have
jobs—because they were unable
to meet their adjusted mortgage
payments.  

Some homeowners unable to
sell last year are renting their
homes, DiTirro said. For example
he told of two Niceville home-
owners, both pilots in the Air
Force, who tried to sell their
homes last year after receiving
orders to a new station.  The drop
in property values made it hard to
sell either home, even when
priced to just break even.
Potential buyers, also military
members, were unable to buy the
homes because they themselves
owned homes in other parts of the
country that they could not sell,
the Realtor said.  In both cases
the Niceville military homeown-
ers ended up renting their homes
to other military members getting
assigned to Eglin, he said.

“The market right now is
$400,000 and under market,” said
DiTirro.

10 sought
to earn
advanced
degrees

By April Rowden 
Air Force Personnel Center 

A new career badge made
its debut when 57 officers grad-
uated from the inaugural force
support officer training course
last month at Keesler Air Force
Base, Miss. 

After nine weeks of initial
skills training, the officers are
the first to showcase the badge
of the new 38F Force Support
Air Force Specialty Code. The
AFSC, which incorporates
services with the previously
merged personnel and man-
power career fields, came
online Oct. 31. 

“We wanted the badge to be
unique while keeping some
familiar elements from the
legacy career field badges,” said
Capt. Thomas Oziemblowsky,
who designed the badge using
input from the manpower, per-
sonnel and services A1 commu-
nity.

Armed with formal art train-
ing, it took the captain less than
four hours to create more than
50 thumbnail sketches. The
design, selected by Lt. Gen.
Richard Newton, deputy chief
of staff for manpower, person-
nel and services, incorporates
the torch from the services
badge and the delta from the
manpower and personnel
badge. The wreath around the
torch and delta infuses the
badge with a touch of tradition. 

The images cradled in the
wreath are steeped in symbol-

ism. The globe represents the
worldwide scope of operations
and the diverse groups of cus-
tomers the force support career
field sustains. The delta signi-
fies the link of support through-
out the world. The flame repre-
sents excellence and captures
the hallmark of force support
organizations: strength, vigi-
lance, spirit and camaraderie. 

Oziemblowsky and his
teammates hope the new badge
will help capitalize on the
camaraderie forming under the
new AFSC. 

“There’s lots of pride in
being the first officers to go
through this class and earn the
badge,” said graduate 2nd Lt.
Emily Shanes from the 4th
Force Support Squadron at
Seymour-Johnson AFB, N.C. 

Class leader Lt. Col. George
Fenimore said the badge was
embraced by the newly minted
force support officers. 

Air Force illustration
The occupational badge for
the new 38F Force Support Air
Force Specialty Code.

57 grads now wear
occupational badge

Air Force Institute of
Technology officials are offering
10 noncommissioned officers the
opportunity to pursue an advanced
science, engineering or manage-
ment degree at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio. 

Ten NCOs from around the Air
Force will be selected in February
to attend the Enlisted-to-AFIT pro-
gram. The program is designed to
provide commanders with a diverse
and renewable source of highly
proficient and educated career
NCOs. 

Nominations are due to the Air
Force Personnel Center by Jan. 15
and can be sent to afpc.dpafe.org-
box@randolph.af.mil.

“The Air Force has a strong tra-
dition of valuing education. This is
a great opportunity for our enlisted
members to further their academic
development” said Lt. Col.
Douglas Wall, chief of Officer
Force Development at AFPC.

An airman interested in apply-
ing for the 18- to 24-month pro-
gram must be at least a technical
sergeant with a minimum of eight
years time in service, 24 months
time on station and three years
retainability upon graduation. He
must have completed the appropri-
ate skill-level upgrade and resident
professional military education
schooling for his rank, officials
said. 

Applicants must also possess a
bachelor’s degree from a regionally
accredited college or university and
a Community College of the Air
Force degree. 

Besides academic transcripts,
applicants have to provide test
scores from either the Graduate
Record Examination or Graduate
Management Admission Test,
depending upon the specific AFIT
degree-program requirements.
Prospective students can review
complete program requirements
and nomination procedures on the
Enlisted to AFIT Web site at
afit.edu/en/Admissions/Default.cfm
?l=enl. 

DOUBLED
From page 1
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Lots of vehicles under
$12,000. Happy clicking.

100% Bumper to Bumper Warranty
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Strategic Initiative. He recently
addressed the Valparaiso City
Commission on GRASI and
how it’s aimed at minimizing
the impact of already congested
airspace getting even more air
traffic. 

In addition to growing mili-
tary use of regional airspace
within the next five years, civil-
ian air traffic is expected to
continue growing in the
Panhandle, said Penland.
Commercial flights in and out
of the Northwest Florida
Regional Airport terminal, as
well as at the Destin airport and
Bob Sikes airport in Crestview,

are all expected to grow, he
said, as well as traffic at other
Panhandle airports such as
Pensacola Regional.
Meanwhile, Bay County plans
to open a new airport in the
next two years that will use a
critical north south “corridor”
just east of some of Eglin’s mil-
itary flying operations, Penland
said.

ALL AROUND THE TOWN ALL AROUND THE TOWN 

Part of the huge housing
bailout that Congress passed
in July includes a fantastic new
incentive for first time home
buyers (or those who haven’t
owned a home in the past
three years). The government
is offering a huge enticement
for people to “take the plunge”.

The dream of home owner-
ship has been threatened over
the past five years due to sky-
rocketing prices, higher proper-
ty taxes, and rising homeown-
ers insurance. Now that the
prices have normalized back to
“pre-boom” days, and with the
help of this tax credit, the
dream can be a reality once
again.

Here are the basics of the
$7,500 incentive:

1. You must be a first time
home buyer (or haven’t owned
a home in past 3 years)

2. Credit is $7,500, unless

you lose partial eligibility due to
higher income.

3. Income limit is $75,000
for singles and $150,000 for
couples.

4. This is an interest free
loan to be repaid over 15 years

or when the house is sold,
beginning 2 years after claim-
ing the credit. If the house is
sold and the gain is less than
the amount owed back, the
rest is forgiven.

5. There is a likelihood that

you would be able to itemize
deductions due to the interest
and property taxes being paid
(in other words, file a 1040
long form), and that the $500
per year payback would be
more than offset by the tax
advantages of home owner-
ship!

6. You can start taking the
credit by adjusting your with-
holding with your employer.

7. You don’t have to owe
the IRS $7,500 in taxes to get
the credit. They will send cash!

8. Closing must be
between April 9, 2008 and
June 30, 2009. Anyone who
has already purchased during
this timeframe is eligible.

9. As always, we ask you
to verify any tax advantages or
consequences with an
accountant.

We have complete details at
ERA American Realty, so call
one of our offices today!

ERA American Realty
$7,500 cash for 1st time home buyers - IRS tax credit

Advertising Feature

ERA’s five convenient locations that are close to you no matter where you live.
Call today! 
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Gloria K. Frazier

Transmission Specialist for over 10 years
3 year/ 100,000 mile WARRANTY available

610 Elm Street, Niceville

NOW OFFERING

(850) 729-6629

A/C REPAIR

BRAKES

WATER PUMPS

TIMING BELTS

STRUTS & SHOCKS
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“We guarantee to show up on time or Fix It FREE!”

389-4443
www.onehourair.com

95 E. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville

Here Are 5 Reasons
Why You Should Call Us Today!

1. $1000 OFF
2.  We Install Saturdays
3. 10 Year Parts & Labor 
4. No Out of Pocket Cost

for the First Year
5. Lower Electric Bill

Test Drive A New Furnace & Air Conditioner

For only $99.50 a week for 10
weeks, you can capitalize on a

powerful promotional tool.

ALL AROUND THE TOWN is
one of the best read advertising

sections available. It combines the
strength of a well-written business

profile, a color photo, and 10
colorful well-designed ads. 

Each week customers will tell 
you all about it. 

Call 678-1080 today!

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!

AAAALLLLLLLL    AAAARRRROOOOUUUUNNNNDDDD    

TTTTHHHHEEEE    TTTTOOOOWWWWNNNN

For only $99.50 a week for 10 weeks, you can capitalize on a
powerful promotional tool. ALL AROUND THE TOWN is one

of the best read advertising sections available. It combines
the strength of a well-written business profile, a color photo,
and 10 colorful well-designed ads. Each week customers will

tell you all about it. Call 678-1080 today!

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!

AAAALLLLLLLL    AAAARRRROOOOUUUUNNNNDDDD    TTTTHHHHEEEE    TTTTOOOOWWWWNNNN

Hurlburt vies 
for best in AF
By 1st SOW Public Affairs

Recently, Hurlburt Field was
named a finalist for the 2009
Commander-In-Chief’s Annual
Award for Installation
Excellence.

The award, which recog-
nizes outstanding and innova-
tive efforts of the people who
operate and maintain U.S. mili-
tary installations, is presented
annually to one installation
from each branch, along with a
$1 million monetary incentive
award to invest in quality-of-
life projects.

Now Hurlburt is gearing up
for the final leg of the race
against Nellis Air Force Base,
Nev. The Installation
Excellence selection board will
visit the two finalists between
Jan. 25 and Feb. 7 to determine
the winning installation.
Hurlburt will be visited Jan. 25
- 28.

—Educate yourself. Find
out if your unit will be visited
and familiarize yourself with
what your unit did to be recog-
nized. Any airman can be

stopped by the team and asked
questions. 

—Pitch in! Pick up trash; if
you see something out of place,
fix it or let someone know so it
can be fixed.

—Take pride in the fact
that we work at one of the best
Air Force bases in the world.

There are numerous reasons
why Hurlburt Field is great and
the team is here to view these
accomplishments. Why should
an airman care if Hurlburt
Field is named best base? 

It will show the world that
Hurlburt Field is the finest
installation in the Air Force. 

Plus, the base will receive a
$1 million prize for quality of
life. 

It’s an honor to be one of
the finalists in the entire Air
Force. 

Airmen should ask their
commanders or supervisors
what they can do to help their
units prepare—or help other
units prepare—for the
Installation Excellence team
visit Jan. 25-28.

Cowboy
Hi, I’m Cowboy, an orange
and white male looking for
someone to love me. I spend
most of my time up high on a
ledge so I won’t get startled
by anything, but once I get to
sniff you I will let you pet me,
and with just a few strokes
down my back I am instantly
in love with you. Sadly, hardly
anyone notices me up here
and I am still here waiting for
a home. I used to have a
home, but got returned when
a new member came to the
family. Now I just wait, still
hoping there is someone out
there who will pet me and
love me. I am at Eglin Pet
Welfare, which is open
Monday through Saturday, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Call 678-5066 or
visit petwelfare.net
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Fay White shows husband, Lt. Alex
White, how happy she is to see him.

Josiah White, 6, kept a close watch on
the plane, looking for his daddy,
Senior Airman Reginald White.

Nicole Adarme waits patiently for her
husband, Staff Sgt. Bryant Adarme. The
couple were married just days before he
began his four-month deployment.

Airman 1st
Class Shane
R o d r i g u e z
and his wife,
A l i s o n ,
showed their
joy in reunit-
ing.

Photos by
Kenneth Books

youngest of whom is 2. But he kept a stiff
upper lip.

“It wasn’t too bad,” he said. “The other
kids were older.”

When his wife arrived at the hangar after
her four-month deployment, he gave her a
balloon, roses and multiple kisses while the
2-year-old, Tabahri, watched in wonder.

Some airmen returned to new situations.
Malisa Jones, who waited for her hus-

band, Airman 1st Class Matthew Jones, who
had been deployed for three months, said a
priority will be to “introduce him to our
new puppy.” She said he knew she was get-
ting a dog, but has never seen the Yorkshire
terrier she picked out.

Other than the canine concern, Malisa
said, she planned to give Matthew
“Christmas, a Thanksgiving dinner and a
welcome home party.”

The best presents she got him for
Christmas? The game “Call of Duty 5” for
the Xbox and a new wedding ring. “It’s a
better one,” she said.

Andrea Griestead waited with her three
children, Kayla, 8 months, Tami, 3, and
Alec, 10, for her husband, Staff Sgt. Landon
Griestead, deployed since September. She
said the whole family has been preparing
for his return.

“We’ll open some presents and the girls
baked Daddy a welcome home cake,” she
said. “After I let go of him, someone else
can give him a hug.”

Alec said he most missed his father “tak-
ing me fishing and hunting.” He said his

first words to him would be, “Hi; I love
you.”

For one couple, the homecoming will be
a honeymoon as well. Nicole and Staff Sgt.
Bryant Adarme were married just days
before he deployed four months ago.

“I’ll take him to eat wherever he wants,”
she said. “He left the week we got married.
I miss sleeping next to him with his arms
around me.”

Food was another common theme.
Shana Otero, who waited for her husband,
Airman José Otero, deployed since
September, planned to spend time in the
kitchen.

“I’m going to cook him some food,” she
said. “I know he misses my cooking.” She
said he told her he got plenty of steak over-
seas, “but they didn’t know how to cook it
right.”

Jessica Anslow, who waited for her hus-
band, Capt. Steven Anslow, while bundled
under a blanket in the breezy hangar, said
Steven has been deployed for four-and-a-
half months. Meanwhile, his new daughter,
Riley, is scheduled to be born in about two
months.

She plans Christmas for her husband as
well. His best present? “Me,” she said.
Second-best? “Riley.”

What did Jessica miss most about
Steven’s absence?

“Him not being here for my doctor’s
appointments,” she said. “And missing
Christmas, missing all the holidays.”

For each of these airmen, Christmas
passed as pretty much just another day.
Valentine’s Day promises to be much more
special.
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Blood drives for January
Northwest Florida Blood

Services Blood Mobile calendar
Jan. 9: Racetrack Road Center,

Vein Drain Promo, Fort Walton
Beach, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Every donor
will receive a T-shirt, lunch provid-
ed by Subway.

Jan. 10: Santa Rosa Mall, Vein
Drain, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Jan. 11: Christ Our Redeemer
Church, White Point Road (Mid
Bay Bridge), Niceville, 8 a.m.-1
p.m.

Jan. 12: Hurlburt 1st Special
Ops CE, 415 Independence Road,
8-11 a.m. Hurlburt Headquarters,
AFSOC Parking Lot, noon-3 p.m.

Jan. 13: Sacred Heart Hospital,
Sandestin, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Jan. 14: First United Methodist
Church, Niceville, 1-8 p.m.

Jan. 15: Eglin AFRL, 101 W
Eglin Blvd., 8:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Jan. 17: Wal-
Mart, Crestview,
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Jan. 21:
Holmes County High School,
Bonifay, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Jan. 24: Minority Ministerial
Network of Okaloosa County, 509
N Eglin Parkway, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Jan. 25: Calvary Chapel,
Racetrack Road Center, 8 a.m.-1
p.m.

Jan. 27: Paxton High School,
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Jan. 28: Hurlburt Medical
Group, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Okaloosa
County Offices, Lewis Turner
Blvd., Fort Walton Beach, 9 a.m.-2
p.m.

Jan. 31: Eglin BX, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Special agents needed
Military members looking to

cross-train into a challenging and
rewarding career field should con-
sider becoming a special agent with
the Air Force Office of Special
Investigations.

AFOSI 9 FIS will conduct a
recruitment briefing for Eglin and
Hurlburt applicants Jan. 13 at 2
p.m. in Bldg. 90310, 223 Cody
Ave, Hurlburt Field, and on Feb. 10
at 2 p.m., Building 210, Room 105,
Eglin.

For more information visit
osi.andrews.af.mil or call AFOSI 9
FIS at DSN: 872-2152 or 882-
2152.

Library story hour
Story hour is

held every
Thursday (except
for holidays) at
the Hurlburt
Library at 10
a.m.

Jan. 15: Alike/Different, in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Jan. 22: Starts.
Jan. 29: Colors.
Call 884-6266.

Shed extra pounds
Weight Warriors will begin Jan.

12. Registration is open now.
The $50 per person program is

an eight-week plan designed to
enhance fitness and promote weight
loss. It’s open to Hurlburt men and
women 18 and older.

The program includes a full-
body assessment, weekly meetings,
team events and a grand finale cer-
emony with great giveaways and
prizes.

To register, go to hurlburtser
vicesonline.com or call Aderholt
Fitness at 884-6884.

Commander course
A Mission Commander's Course

will be held Jan. 13-15  at the Air
Force Special Operations School on
Hurlburt Field.

This course is designed to pre-
pare prospective Air Force Special
Operations Command mission
commanders for their duties and
responsibilities in a deployed envi-
ronment.  It focuses on operational
and support considerations for mis-

sion commanders, including com-
mand and control relationships,
legal issues, risk management,
force protection and personnel
management.  Highlights include
leadership perspectives from senior
mentors who have served as
deployed mission commanders. 

To register, visit
jsoupublic.socom.mil/usafsos/regis.
php or contact Ned Calvert at
ned.calvert@hurlburt.af.mil.

Soundside Club murder
Act4Murder will perform

“Bedlam in Cabin B,” a comedy
murder mystery, at the Soundside
Club Wednesday, Jan. 14, at 5:30
p.m. Included is a three-course
meal.

The cost is $40 per person for
club members and $45 per person

for non-members. Call 884-7507 to
reserve a seat.

Rock Band contests
J.R. Rockers will hold Rock

Band video
game competi-
tions each
Wednesday from
Jan. 21 to Feb.
25 at 5 p.m.

Prizes will be awarded to winners.
For details, call 884-6469.

Aerobathon planned
The Aderholt Fitness Center

will hold an Aerobathon, starting at
9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, for
patrons aged 14 and up. Info, 
884-6949.

Star-gaze with experts
Want to see stars? The

Northwest Florida Astronomy
Association and the Escambia
Amateur Association will have tele-
scopes at the Hurlburt picnic
ground Saturday, Jan. 24, starting
at 6 p.m. Call the library that day
between noon and 4 to ensure visi-
bility will allow star-gazing. Call
884-6266.

Child care training
Child care provider classes will

be held Jan. 27-30, 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. Classes are free and required
for FCC licensing. Call 884-4300.

Baseball, softball signups
Youth baseball and girls softball

registration runs Feb. 2-March 13,
with the season
tentatively sched-
uled to start in
April. Coach
pitch is for ages
5-6, machine
pitch for ages 7-12 and softball for
ages 10-14. Cost: $45 per player.
Coaches for all divisions are also
being sought, with training sched-
uled for Feb. 26 and 26, 1:30-3:30
p.m. Call 884-6355.

Start Smart Baseball
Youth Center is taking signups

for Start Smart Baseball, which
teaches children aged 3-5 the basic
motor skills to play organized base-
ball. Start Smart is a parent/child,
one-on-one instruction program.
Registration runs Feb. 2-March 31.
The program starts in April and
will be held every Wednesday,
1:30-2:30 p.m., for six weeks. The
cost is $20 per parent/child team.
Call 884-6355.

Economy expo slated
In celebration of Okaloosa

Saves Week, the University of
Florida and Okaloosa County
Extension Office plan an Eco-
Nomic Living Expo at the NWF
State College campus Feb. 21, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. S

The Eco-Nomic Living Expo
will present ideas on how to save
money, conserve resources and

build wealth, not debt, as part of
Okaloosa Saves programs.

Deborah Owens, featuring her
new book “Nickel and Dime Your
Way to Wealth,” will offer her
“simple approach” to security and
wealth. Owens is host of “Real
Money,” a finance talk show, is a
sought-after author, and is passion-
ate about helping people from all
walks of life.  

Check okaloosasaves.org for
updated information.

Happy Days here again
A Happy Days Musical Day trip

Feb. 28 will celebrate the 1950s
with Richie Cunningham, Fonzie
and the gang as they try to save
Arnold’s from the wrecking ball.
Round trip transportation, with a
ticket to the musical, costs $70 per
person. Call 884-6795/5699.

Travel Expo planned
The annual Hurlburt ITT Travel

Expo is scheduled for March 4, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Soundside Club.
Attendees will be able to buy vaca-
tion packages below market price
and more than $8,000 in door
prizes are expected to be given
away.

The Hurlburt squadron with the
most attendees will win a “no-frills
teal deal” from the Hurlburt
Marina, including a day at the
beach with canopy, grill, tables,
chairs and free rentals of canoes
and kayaks.

For info, call 884-6795.

Getting commissioned
For those enlisted active duty

military wanting to apply for a
commissioning spot, take note of
the changes in the Basic Officer
Training (BOT) guide. The changes
include important information for
the next board. To find the changes,
check out the BOT using the Air
Force Portal and Web address
my.af.mil/gcss-
af/USAF/ep/browse.do?categoryId
=-2191492&parentCategoryId=-
1611609&channelPageId=-
1537972. More information: 
884-6724.

College courses
Southern Illinois University

Carbondale’s outstanding BS
degree program in Industrial
Technology is enrolling students
for the spring semester 2009. 

The Industrial
Technology
Degree Program
is a 16-month,
four-semester
program. Classes
are held at the Base Education
Building on alternating weekends.
Qualifying applicants are active
duty, retired military, or DoD
employees. For more information,
please contact Denise Knuth at
581-9840 or e-mail:
ithurlburt@earthlink.net.
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Calendar

Artistic retrospective
The McElroy and Holzhauer galleries at the Mattie Kelly Fine and Performing Arts Center at
Northwest Florida State College, Niceville, will feature “Arnold Mesches: Anomie 1492-2006,” Jan.
11 to Feb. 19. The free exhibit includes more than 20 paintings that present a survey of the last
century based on the world history and the artist's own American childhood and life.
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Texas Land Sale!
20-acre Ranches,
Near BOOMING EL
PASO. Road Access.
Surveyed, $15,900.
$200/down. $159/mo.
Money Back Guarantee.
No Credit Checks. 
1-800-843-7537 ext.12.
www.sunsetranches.com

Navarre, 3 bedroom, 2
bath, 1 acre. $950/
month. 228-806-4562.

$1095/mo., 3Brm, 2BA,
between both bases, all
appliances, 803-7529.

Crestview-3BR/ 2BA
fenced yard, most appli-
ances, hardwood floors,
new carpet, beautiful
landscaping, utility shed.
Pets OK w/ approval.
$850/ mo. + $850 dd.
301-659-7777.

2004 Townhome in FWB
2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath-
rooms, garage, fenced
backyard, washer/ dryer
included $900/ month.
850-543-0779

Homes for RentAcreage

Antique oriental teak
wood dinner table, 2 cap-
tain & 4 reg chairs, 2
leafs $1000 obo. 376-
4330 

Dining table, 4 chairs, 1
bench, $350; computer
desk $90; end table
w/drawer $25, pro type
mop bucket $25. 376-
4330

Philippine wood coffee
table $40; 23" x 23" glass
top end table - $20.
Worldwide multi-system
VHS - $100 obo 376-
4330

L-shaped sectional sofa-
w/ 2 recliners & sofa bed,
tweed colored cloth.
$800 obo. 376-4330

2008 Avalanche 1500
LTZ 4X4, Z71 Off-Road
Package, loaded, excel-
lent condition 30,000
miles $31,500  850-585-
0632.

2001 POLARIS
SPORTSMAN 500HO
warn winch, front & rear
bumper, front & rear
racks w/rails, Benz Silent
muffler, great condition
$3,500 398-6600. 

Beautiful Blue Fox Fur
coat, like new, size: M,
$75. 850-803-5235,
Niceville, FL

Blk dining table & 6
chairs - $150; Bar & 2
stools - $75; Drawing
table -$20. Pics upon
request. Sam 699-8890.

Sport Cargo Carrier-
$100; Suitcase style cof-
fee & end table - $50.
Pics upon request Sam
699-8890.

Whirlpool Washer, multi
cycle, white, one owner,
exc cond, $50. 850-803-
5235, Niceville, FL

Sears Abdominal Crunch
Exercise Machine, $35.
850-803-5235, Niceville

Black dining table and 6
chairs, $150; Bar and 2
stools, $75; Drawing
table, $20. Pics upon
request. Sam 699-8890.

Cascio CTK-573 elec-
tronic keyboard with
numerous features.
Includes keyboard stand
and stool. $250.00. Call
217-7593

Computer System,
Athlon 1GHz, complete,
15" monitor, DVD/CD-
RW driver, keyboard,
mouse, speakers,
WIN2000 Prof., MSWord,
& more, $150, 678-7276

For Sale. Washer $25.
Dryer(gas) $50. Diamond
engagement ring and
wedding band $1600
obo. Call Ashley 850-
598-5791

Seven books from
famous writers school
course. 15 exercises
suitable for classroom
teaching or individuals.
Also extra writers maga-
zines and books. $25.
862-3445

Like new Coach Black
Leather shoulder hand-
bag, $65. 850-803-5235,
Niceville, FL

Condos for Sale

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale

EGLIN FLYER & HURLBURT PATRIOT CLASSIFIED AD AND FREE FLEA MARKET AD DEADLINE: NOON TUESDAY FOR FRIDAY

THE BEACON NEWSPAPERS
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville, FL 32578

(850) 678-1080  •   Fax: (850) 729-3225
free@eglinflyer.com  • free@hurlburtpatriot.com

• Free Flea Market ads are for the one-time sale of personal property.  They
cannot be used for home sales, rentals, child-care services, or commercial
products and services.  (See the Paid Classified Ad coupon at right for our 
low price on such ads.)

• Free Flea Market ads may be no longer than 25 words and must include the 
item price.

• Free Flea Market ads must be e-mailed to free@eglinflyer.com or
free@hurlburtpatriot.com (not both).

• Your full name, address, day phone and home phone must be in the e-mail.  
(Except for the phone number you specify in the ad.  This identifying
information won't be included in the published ad.)

• Free Flea Market ads run only once per submission. If you want to run the 
ad again, please e-mail it again. You may submit more than one ad per week.

• The publisher can't promise that any free Flea Market ad will run.  The way 
to ensure your ad will run is to submit a paid ad.  See the Paid Classified Ad 
form.

• The publisher reserves the right to edit or refuse any ad.

GUIDELINES FOR FREE FLEA MARKET ADS

First Word

Please write ad on form. Include phone number as part of ad. Minimum charge per paper is $9.95* for up to 10 words.
Each additional word 20¢.  Attach more paper if needed.

Name Phone  

Address 

(Price) x (Number of Weeks Ad will Run) x (Number of papers): Total Cost:

PAID CLASSIFIED AD COUPON

Please make checks payable to Beacon Newspapers

*Base price includes $5 weekly discount for walk-in or mail-in prepaid ads.

Hurlburt PatriotEglin Flyer Bay BeaconCheck which paper(s) ad should appear in:

_______________

_______________

_______________
$9.95

_______________
$10.75

_______________
$11.55

_______________

_______________

_______________
$10.15

_______________
$10.95

_______________
$11.75

_______________

_______________

_______________
$10.35

_______________
$11.15

_______________
$11.95

_______________

_______________

_______________
$10.55

_______________
$11.25

_______________
$12.15

NEWSPAPER
DELIVERY

Earn extra cash of $45
to $140 or more each

week in your spare
time! The Bay Beacon
seeks a reliable inde-
pendent contractor to

insert, bag, and deliver
newspapers Tuesday
night.  You must be

over 21 and have a reli-
able vehicle, a good

driving record, a Florida
driver’s license, and

proof of current liability
insurance.  No collect-
ing duties.  Earnings

vary according to route
and work load.  Stop by
the Bay Beacon for an
information sheet and

to fill out an application.
The Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway,
Niceville  •  678-1080

(Parkway East
Shopping Center

across from PoFolks)

Help Wanted

LOOKING FOR
A HOME?

Check the classified
ads every Friday.

AWESOME
For Rent/Lease/

Sale by Owner

Your choice of five
condos located at

Destin West Beach &
Bay Resort. 710 ft
lazy river lagoon, 4

pools, fitness center,
furnished and fully

equipped, 4 miles of
private beach & more.

Rates negotiable.
Call Jim or Sara
850-654-1355 or

770-402-9375

Lots of vehicles under
$12,000. Happy clicking.

100% Bumper to Bumper Warranty
CARS - TRUCKS - SUVS

850-269-2000

DESTIN

.comuniversalmotorcars

AT YOUR SERVICE
BINGO

Tuesday opening at 5:30 p.m.
Early games start at 6:30 p.m.

Regular games start at 7:30 p.m.
3 -- $250 JACKPOTS

and others
SNACK BAR AVAILABLE

920 Hospital Drive, Niceville 
678-3525

(Next to Palm Plaza)

BINGO

DISABLED
AMERICAN 
VETERANS

WHAT A DEAL!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices ranging from  $17.60 per week,

advertising in At Your Service is easy AND affordable! 

Call Us at 678-1080 or stop by the Beacon Newspapers office 

at 1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., Niceville 

(across the street from Po Folks) to take advantage

of this incredible bargain!

Nice-Villa
Mini Storage

2 miles east of
Bluewater Bay on Hwy. 20
(Drive A Little, Save A Lot)

Block Buildings

897-2280

MINI STORAGEGOLD, COINS & JEWELRY

Rare Coins
Gold Bullion
Silver Bullion
14 kt. Jewelry
Coin Supplies

GREY EAGLE 
COINS

Tue. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. to Dusk
Sat. 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

897-2211
Suite 307 • Merchants Walk

Bluewater Bay

WALLPAPER

EXPERIENCED IN
Removal

Wall  Preparat ion
Wall  Repair
Instal la t ion

Free Estimates
Studied and regis tered

with the American School
of  Paperhanging Arts .

Shu’s Wallpaper
Installation
678-8900

HANDYMEN

• Wood Rot
• Carpentry
• Bathroom
• Kitchens
• Pocket Doors

Tile Installation
SPECIAL

Licensed & Insured

UNLIMITED
HOME

RESTORATION

902-1299



Want to know one of the
hottest things to do outside this
time of year? Ice skating on
2,400 square feet of ice when it
75 degrees and sunny outside!
You can enjoy this contrast in
themes through Feb. 1, at the ice
rink set up in the square at the
waterfront, pedestrian village, in
Sandestin’s Baytowne Wharf. 

“This was my first time ever
ice skating,” remarked Kip
Enfiger to his buddy after spend-
ing time at the public rink. “Ice
at the beach is such an awesome
thing. I’m from up in Dothan
and this is so cool.”

Locals appreciate the unusual

outdoor sport venue as well. The
Stoppert and Ricci families of
Sandestin celebrated Riley
Ricci’s seventh birthday at the
rink. “The rink has been a fun
addition to Sandestin,” said
Louis Ricci, Riley’s dad. This is
the second year the ice rink has
operated at Baytowne.

Skates are available to rent
for $2. Seasoned skater Emilie
Thomas of Lexington, Ky.,
brought her own skates along on
vacation. Although she’s only
10, Thomas competes at the
amateur free-style level. She is a
native of Fort Walton Beach and
returns seasonally for family vis-

its. 
Most skaters at the Baytowne

rink don’t have Thomas’ four
years of skating experience
under their belts. Kyle Bengtson
and his daughter, Bailee, came
down from nearby Freeport
specifically to skate. 

“I’ve always wanted to skate,
and this is my first time,” said
Bailee, holding onto her dad’s
hand while together they circled
the rink’s wooden wall. 

Tim Cunningham, rink assis-
tant, pointed out that the normal
length of time people skate is
about an hour. “It’s $8 to skate
for an hour and a half, but if
people stay longer, we won’t
kick them off the ice,” he said.

Under the well-lit tent, visi-
tors to the rink will find an
ample number of benches for
changing shoes or to just sit
while watching skaters. If you
plan to sit a while, you’ll want to
take a sweater with you as,
understandably, there is no heat-
ing in the tent. 

As an added bonus, purchas-
ing a skate bracelet entitles cus-
tomers to half off Baytowne’s
other main attractions, the zip
line across Baytowne lake (a ride
on a wire from one end to the
other) and the ropes course. Full
price for the zip line is $18 and
the ropes course is $12. The zip
line and rope course are year-
round attractions, but long
queue’s in the summer can really
“tie” a person up. 

The view off the zip line
tower is worth the cost alone.
Trekking up the three-story open
spiral staircase is thrilling
enough. Putting on a climbing
harness and being strapped onto
a cable to jump off a platform
high above the ground is another
thing all together. 

Ten-year-old Paul Stoppert is
a veteran visitor at the zip line
and a long-time resident of
Sandestin. In his younger days,
Stoppert was referred to as “the
Mayor of Sandestin” because of

his outgoing and welcoming
nature. “I love the zip line; but
my record for the ropes course is
44 seconds!” he said, challeng-
ing anyone
who might
want to try
and beat his
personal
best.

Charlotte
Fretwell of
Panama City
brought her
granddaugh-
ter, Jessica
Catlin, niece, Ann Marie Shores,
and their friend, Sarah Jane
Montgomery, over to skate for

the day. The ambitious girls
decided to try their luck on the
zip line and ropes course. No
one beat Stoppert’s record, but
the ear-to-ear smiles indicated
they were more interested in
having fun than being fast.

It’s easy to make Baytowne a
great Saturday or Sunday desti-
nation. Your skating bracelet
yields yet more discounts. Paint-
n-Place, the locally owned paint-
your-own-pottery studio offers
skate customers a great deal.
Show your skate pass and you’ll
receive a 20 percent discount off
the single highest priced item

Dianne Bitzes

Day Tripper
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Photos by Dianne Bitzes
Kyle Bengtson lends a hand to daughter, Bailee, while Emilie Thomas practices her skating turns
in the afternoon sun at Baytowne Wharf skating rink.

Riley Ricci

Glide on the ice at Baytowne Wharf

Skate rink just one attraction
at Sandestin recreational site

Trip Tips
Baytowne Wharf ice skating

Getting There: From Brooks Bridge, connecting Fort Walton
Beach to Okaloosa Island, travel east on Hwy. 98. Continue
east through Destin, eight miles past the Mid-Bay Bridge road.
Turn left at the light on Sandestin Boulevard North. Stop at the
residents gate and tell the guard you’re coming to skate or
shop.You’ll be given a pass for your windshield.There are no
charges or restrictions.At the traffic circle, take the first right
out of the circle onto Heron Walk Drive.At the stop sign,T-
intersection, turn left onto Baytowne Avenue West. Follow the
signs to Baytowne Wharf. Just past the marina, turn left into
Baytowne Wharf.The parking garage is on your right. Follow
the sign to public parking.There is no charge to park.
Hours of Operation: Open daily, until Feb. 1, Monday-Friday,
4-10 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m., and Sunday noon-6 p.m.
For additional information, call 267-6062.
Accessibility: All aspects of the ice rink are wheelchair accessi-
ble. Parking garage has public restroom just outside the car
entrance.
Entrance Fees: Entrance to the ice rink is $8 per person;
skate rental is an additional $2. Skating admission entitles cus-
tomers to half off ticket price for the zip line and ropes cours-
es. Standard pricing: zip line, $18, and rope course $12.
Other Information: Baytowne Wharf offers numerous dining
venues from the most casual to the more formal.Web site:
baytownewharf.com.
Paint-N-Place: Skating customers receive a 20 percent dis-
count off their highest price ceramic piece selection at the
paint-your-own pottery studio.The studio also offers work-
shops in glass fusion and silver jewelry design.This is a great
place to schedule group gatherings.The studio opens every day
at 10 a.m. Closing times are 7 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday; and 6 p.m. Sunday. Call 267-6062 for
scheduling options.Web site: paintn-place.com.

Please see ICE, page 2

Sarah Jane
Montgomery of
Panama City
adjusts the teth-
er line, keeping
her safely on the
ropes course at
B a y t o w n e
Wharf.
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