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PurPose: 
 
 The purpose of this project is to explore the field of parks and recreation design, while 
updating the existing master plan and readdressing the opportunity for expanded recreational 
and educational uses of the Malabar Community Park.
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Project tyPe: The project can be classified as a parks and recreation management project.

Project locAtion: Malabar, Brevard County, Central East Coast, Florida.

client: Town of Malabar

descriPtion:
 In its current condition, the Malabar Community Park is an under-used recreational com-
ponent of a larger greenway corridor. Ideally located as the terminus to 625 acres of protected 
preserve lands and greenways, the proximity of the Malabar Community Park to several impor-
tant features, affords it the opportunity to truly become the “Heart of Malabar”. The park will 
receive a complete makeover and as the new name conveys, the Heart of Malabar Community 
Park will become the center of all recreational activity, both active and passive in Malabar. 
 Included in the project is the expansion of the park lands, to accomodate increased rec-
reational facilities to respond to SCORP estimates of demand, expansion of passive and active 
recreation on the site, the incorporation of an Environmental Learning Facility as the center of 
a diverse program of learning elements, a Community Recreation and Fitness Center that will 
be combined with a new Town Hall facility, and a stronger relationship and connection to the 
surrounding greenways and trails systems that the Town of Malabar is known for.
 Though the town is more rural than it is urban, I aim to create an open space and commu-
nity recreational facility that embodies the observations described in Stephanie Pincetl’s essay 
titled Using parks to make an urban metropolis: “When parks at any scale are provided in the 
city, they become woven into people’s regular life-patterns, and provide beauty and relaxation, 
places and spaces of encounter and sociability.”
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Address potential opportunities and needs of the town through key site amenities.
+ Provide prime park lands and open space within the town to respond to the needs of a primarily residential 
context.
+ Develop a community center to provide fitness and recreational opportunities year round.
 - Make use of new facilities as a possible secondary site for the town’s administration.
+ Provide an Environmental Education Facility and interpretive trails system in order to educate the public 
and provide learning opportunities for the numerous schools in the area.

Create a strong relationship between the community center, the environmental learning 
center and the fire station and between the individual facilities and surrounding park 
features.

Create a balanced design that integrates passive and active recreation opportunities.
+ Create a design that responds to the Clients visions of an intimate park experience, while addressing the 
current and future demands of active recreational uses.
+ Increase both active and passive recreational opportunities while maintaining a harmony within the park.
+  Enhance the connection to existing and new trails systems.
+Address the user experience and provide a park that responds to and fit within the character of Malabar, Fl.

Provide a unique user experience through extensive learning and educational elements.
+ Strengthen the connection between nature and the surrounding communities.
+ Educate and inform the public of the natural communities and ecosystems around them.
+ Address the relationship between the study site and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program.

To create a community park that truly becomes woven into people’s everyday lives. 
A place that they can come to and not just visit but become a part of, experience, and 
interact. A park that becomes the identity of a town.
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The Town of Malabar is a unique and ideal location for eco-tourism and recreation. Though the town is considered one of the smallest in the area, 
it’s dedicated and passionate residents and town administrators provide excellent opportunities for the updating and expansion of ecological and 
recreational uses. Currently, hundreds of acres of habitat have been bought and preserved by the Town of Malabar and converted into greenways. 
Working closely with the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program (EELs), a county wide endangered lands preservation program, the town has 
successfully linked several EELs preserved sanctuaries. It is important to the town that these lands are made available to the public for recreational 
purposes. 

 The Malabar Community Park, is an existing park measuring 20 acres in size. The park, to date, has been developed mainly using FRDAP, 
or Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program, money. In addition to funding being provided by FRDAP Grants, the town has existing 
maintenance practices in place for caring for the park. However, areas of the park have still fallen into disrepair. The surrounding preservation lands, 
managed by EELs, are under strict management practices, in order to maintain the quality of these endangered lands.

 The park is situated off of S.R. 514, 
known locally as Malabar Rd. Malabar Rd. 
has always been the main passage through the 
town of Malabar, bringing residents, visitors, 
and tourists alike to the town. Malabar Rd., 
which borders the park on the southern edge, 
provides the sites biggest access route.

 Previous improvements to the park can 
be seen on the right on the conceptual master 
plan. Though the plan is not one hundred 
percent accurate to the existing conditions, 
the plan still provides an idea of the work and 
effort already invested on the park. A previous 
master plan was completed by a Landscape 
Architecture firm many years ago, however 
those plans were not accessible at the time.

Figure 1.1
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Study Site

Location: The Malabar Community Park

City: Malabar

County: Brevard

State: Florida
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site selection: The site was selected primarily for its proximity to the existing Town Hall, its central location in the “heart of Malabar”, and because 
of its existing designation as park lands. The proposed site is ideally situated with a strong relationship to surrounding conservation and preservation 
lands. The park is bordered on the north and east sides by conservation lands and private, single family residential on the south and west. This pro-
vides prime opportunities for the expansion and development of the park itself. The surrounding conservation lands provide an opportunity to create 
the feeling of a much larger park, while not actually impacting the lands. The expanded Malabar Park will act as a key buffer for the south edge of the 
conservation lands. This enhances the function of these sensitive lands and the quality of habitat for the species, allowing for increased wildlife view-
ing and user experience. The site was also selected based on its proximity to residential communities and a strong user base.

The study site is broken down into three distinct 
sections. These sections include the existing 
community park, a collection of undeveloped 
single family residential lands, and an untouched 
portion of the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary. The 
residential lands are located to the far west, the 
preservation lands are located on the far east 
portion of the site, while the existing park and 
fire station comprise the middle third of the site. 
The park and the residential lands are separated 
only by a 4 foot tall fence that is in disrepair. The 
park lands and the preservation lands, however, 
are separated by a county owned road that is 
used solely for access into the park. Though it 
appears that the road, known as the Malabar 
Woods Blvd., continues to the north, a trail head 
exists along the northern boundary of the park, 
preventing all vehicular and motorized traffic 
to the north. A park wide speed limit of 15 mph 
exists on all roads. The graphic to the left shows 
this site division and the relationship of the park 
to the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary.
 It is important to note that the owners of 
the residential lands are all willing sellers.
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Below: An example of the Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program Recreation 
Brochure for Brevard County. Right: A 
county wide map showing all EEL pre-
serves and sanctuaries.

It is important to note that according to the EEL’s program, it is their goal to provide “a resource 
for environmental education”. According to the EEL web site, the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary is 
to be the next preserve to receive an environmental learning facility. This provides prime oppor-
tunity to incorporate this feature into the site design.

Buck Lake Conservation Area

Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary
Enchanted Forest Sanctuary

Pine Island Conservation Area

Helen and Allan Cruickshank Sanctuary

Micco Scrub Sanctuary
Barrier Island Sanctuary

Maritime Hammock Sanctuary

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary
Jordan Scrub Sanctuary

Turkey Creek Sanctuary
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The study site and the surrounding context shown at a town wide scale. Notice the study site 
is portrayed in red, while the county owned, EELs program sanctuaries are shown in blue, 
and the Town of Malabar owned “greenway #1” is shown in aqua. Several prominent natural 
greenways are emphasized by the solid green arrows. These greenways follow the Turkey 
Creek cooridor, which winds its way from the Indian River Lagoon north of the site to just 
south of S.R. 514.

Turkey Creek Sanctuary

Malabar Greenway #1

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary

Malabar Community Park

Jordan Scrub Sanctuary

Site Context: Adjacent Preserve Lands

Column1 Size (acres) Owned By
Turkey Creek Sanctuary 130 County (EELs Program)
Malabar Greenway #1 100 Town of Malabar
Malabar Scrub Sanctuary 395 County (EELs Program)
Malabar Community Park 20 Town of Malabar
Jordan Scrub 370 County (EELs Program)
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The site is located in a predominantly rural area situated south of EEL conservation lands and surrounded almost completely by the single 
family residential land uses. The site is bordered on the south side by Malabar Road, or SR 514, which connects I-95, US-1, and Babcock 
Street, the three main north-south routes accessing Malabar. This provides critical and key access into the site from surrounding cities. The 
site is located less than half a mile from the Indian River Lagoon and the existing Town Hall.
The Heart of Malabar Park will border the south side of the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary, with immediate access into the sanctuary and will 
utilize the current passive recreational opportunities it provides. In addition to the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary, the park is located within hiking 
distance of both the Turkey Creek Sanctuary (located to the North-West) and the Jordan Scrub Sanctuary (located to the South-East), both of 
which have been previously identified. Further to the south is the Micco Scrub Sanctuary, which is one of the larger scrub sanctuaries in the 
area, and is home to indigenous species that cannot be found anywhere else in Brevard County.
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A Graphic showing the site broken down into the three distinct sections. 
In blue the existing park, to the left, the block of single family residential, 
and to the right, a section of the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary. The existing 
park and both park expansion sections will become the new Heart of 
Malabar Community Park. While the conservation area will remain 
preservation lands, it will be used for an interpretive boardwalk and trails 
system, associated with the learning facility and learning elements..

Park Expansion: 15.5 ac - 676,350 sq.ft.

Existing Park: 20 ac – 871,200 sq.ft. 

Acquired preservation: 14.5 ac - 631,620 sq.ft.
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1763 Florida transferred to British con-
trol. Dived into east and west Florida.

1760 Seminoles, formerly of the Creek 
tribe move to Florida. Named Seminoles 
for the word Cimarron, meaning outsid-
ers or runaways. 

1760 Ais Indians disappear completely 
from Indian River Area.

1776 American Revolution begins.

1783 End of American revolution. Spain 
given Florida in return for aiding the 
colonies in the war.

Historical Time Line for Learning Feature:

History

ANCIENT CULTURES
12,000 B.C. - 1500 A.D

FIRST ENCOUNTERS
1492 - 1565

COLONIZATION
1565 - 1821

12,000 b.c. The first people move into 
Florida, known as the PaleoIndians. 
Came to hunt food such as mastodons, 
giant armadillo, horses and saber tooth 
tigers.

5,000 b.c. PaleoIndian culture evolved 
into the Archaic culture. Established 
first permanent settlements. The Archaic 
Indians of Brevard county were known 
as the Ais and the Timucuans.

1492 Christopher Columbus lands in 
North America. Results in widespread 
European exploration.

1513 Ponce De Leon and expedition 
become the first documented Europeans 
to land on the Florida peninsula. Names 
the peninsula “Florida” after the season 
“Pascua Florida” (flowery Easter).
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1935 Florida Park Services Created.

1937 Amelia Earhart takes off on around the world 
flight from Miami on June 1. 

1961 May 5 The first American astronaut, Alan 
Shepard, was launched into space from Cape Ca-
naveral Space Center.

1969 July 16 The Apollo 11 lift off from Cape Ken-
nedy (formerly Cape Canaveral) carrying Arm-
strong, Aldrin and Collins to the moon.

1971 Walt Disney World opens.

1821 Florida becomes US territory. Andrew Jackson made first governor 
of Florida.

1823 Tallahassee established as Florida’s capital.

1845 Florida becomes the 27th state.

1854 Brevard County was established by an act of the Florida Legislature 
in 1854. Named after Theodore W. Brevard.

1877 Captain Lund brought the steamboat Pioneer to the Indian River to 
commence an era of commercial steamboat transportation.

1883 December 24 Town of Malabar gets its first official post office and 
name. R.A. Ward named first postmaster by President Chester A. Arthur.

1905 Brevard amended to its present shape.

Florida, Brevard County and Town of Malabar History

History

STATE AND COUNTY
1821 - 1946

MODERN ERA
1946 - PRESENT
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SECTION 2: INVENTORY, ANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS
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A B C

D

E F G
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 Site photos A - G capture the character of the entry drive into the park and beyond into the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary, including several types 
of signage located on the site.

 Site photos H - L portray the existing built structures on the site. These include anything from existing buildings to pavilions and brides to 
parking lots. Many of these features are located around the lake, which is one of the main features of the site.

A
B
C
D
E
F
G

H
I
J

site FeAture

Park Entry Sign

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary Sign

Community Park Sign

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary

Way-finding

Malabar Woods Blvd.

Volunteer Fire Station

Bridge

Rest rooms

Trail Head

QuAntity on site

1

1

1

NA

2

1

1

1

1

1

imAge
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 Site photos M - S catalogues all of the recreational elements in the park. The majority of the site features are recreational elements. However, 
some of the features are not being maintained as they should.

N

Q

M

K

O

R

L

P 

S

site FeAture

Tennis Court

Children’s Playground

Exercise/Fitness Station

Covered Picnic Shelter

Basketball Court

Baseball Field

Parking Lot

Sand Volleyball Court

Soccer Field

QuAntity on site

1

1

10

7

1

1

2

1

1

imAge
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Gopher Tortoise Florida Mouse River Otter Florida Bobcat Eastern Indigo Snake

+ The gopher tortoise is one of 
the oldest species alive today, 
dating back to around 60 mil-
lion years ago.

+ The gopher is one of the only 
types of tortoise to dig deep 
burrows, which provide shelter 
for other species.

+ The gopher tortoise typically 
measures under a foot in length 
and is either dark tan or grey in 
color.

+ The river otter (Lontra 
canadensis) is a member of 
the weasel family.

+ The otter is built for swim-
ming and makes it’s home 
in nearly any inland water  
body.

+ Their diet mainly consists 
of fish, frogs, crayfish, mol-
lusks, other invertebrates, 
and small mammals. 

+ The Florida Mouse (Podo-
mys floridanus) is a large spe-
cies of mouse and is listed as 
a species of special concern.

+ It is best identified by the 
presence of five plantar tu-
bercles on its hind feet.

+ Habitat includes that of 
scrub and sandhill commu-
nities. The Florida mouse 
inhabits gopher tortoise bur-
rows, or can dig its own.

+ The Florida bobcat (Lynx 
rufus floridanus) is one of 
the two remaining species of 
felines found in Florida, in 
the wild.

+ The bobcat is a dark 
brown color, with black 
spots and a white underside.

+ The bobcats short tail is 
one of it main distinctive 
features.

+ The eastern indigo 
snake (Drymarchon cou-
peri) averages 60 to 74 
inches in length.

+ It is glossy black, with 
iridescent blue highlights. 
The belly is cloudy black 
to blue-grey in color.

+ It often makes it’s 
home in tortoise burrows.
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Florida Scrub Jay Sandhill Crane Pileated Woodpecker Great Horned Owl Sparrow Eastern Towhee

+ The Florida scrub jay 
(Aphelocoma coerulescens) 
is classified as a large song 
bird.

+ It is found only in scrub 
habitats, specifically the 
oak scrub community in 
Florida.

+It is a pale gray-brown 
color with a distinct blue 
head, wings and tail.

+ The sandhill crane (Grus 
canadensis) is classified as a 
very large migratory bird. The 
crane migrates in huge num-
bers. Mated pairs stay together 
for life.

+ Its body is a gray color, with 
a red head and white cheeks.

+ It is a ground nesting bird 
and feeds on grains, insects 
and small vertebrates.

+ The pileated 
woodpecker (Dryo-
copus pileatus) is 
the largest wood-
pecker in North 
America.

+ It has a black 
body and a red crest 
on its head.

+Feeds on insects, 
fruits and nuts.

+ The great horned 
owl (Bubo virgin-
ianus) is one of the 
most common owls 
in North America.

+ It can be found al-
most anywhere but 
prefers woodlands.

+ Has prominent ear 
tufts on the head.

+ The sparrow (Spi-
zella arborea) is a 
small song bird

+ It eats seeds, ber-
ries and nuts.

+ It breeds in open, 
scrubby areas, nest-
ing on or near the 
ground. It winters in 
fields, open forests, 
marshes and gardens.

+ The Eastern Towhee   
(Pipilo erythroph-
thalmus) spends the 
majority of its time on 
the ground.

+ It prefers dense 
shrub cover to hide in.

+ It is dark black (or 
brown for females) 
with a white under-
side and red sides.
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Scrubby FlatwoodsScrub Pine FlatwoodsSand Pine Scrub

Characteristic Vegetation:
Quercus chapmanii, Q. myrtifolia, Q. 
geminata, Serenoa repens, Lyonia ferru-
ginea, Ceratiola ericoides, Pinus clausa

Important Species:

Characteristic Vegetation:
Pinus clausa, Quercus myrtifolia, 
Ceratiola ericoides

Important Species:

Characteristic Vegetation:
Lyonia lucida, Myrica cerifera, Ilex 
glabra, Quercus geminata, Q. chap-
manii, Q. myrtifolia, Pinus clausa, P. 
palustris, P. elliottii

Important Species:

Characteristic Vegetation:
Pinus palustris, Pinus elliottii, Aristida 
stricta, Ilex glabra, Serenoa repens

Important Species:
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Xeric Hammock Slough PondDepression Marsh

Characteristic Vegetation:
Quercus geminata, Q. chapmanii, Q. laevis, 
Q. incana, Q. margaretta, Q. hemisphaerica, 
Q. virginiana, Pinus clausa, P. elliottii, P. 
palustris, Serenoa repens, Lyonia ferrugin-
ea, L. lucida, Vaccinium arboreum, Cal-
licarpa americana, Osmanthus americanus, 
Ilex vomitoria, Aristida stricta

Important Species:

Characteristic Vegetation:
Several species of lilies, several 
varieties of green-stemmed, 
broad-leaved, herbaceous plants, 
reeds, sedges, rushes, and float-
ing aquatic plants

Important Species:

Characteristic Vegetation:
Many diverse species of wetland vegeta-
tion.

Important Species:

Characteristic Vegetation:
Grasses, algae, sedges, reeds, rushes, 
and floating aquatic plants.

Important Species:
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Contextual Analysis

Contextual Analysis: To begin the analysis phase, a contextual analysis was conducted as a transition from the context maps to the actual site specific 
analysis. Displayed on the map are public schools, parks and major roads. The roads displayed are a combination of freeways, major and minor arterials, 
and collectors. These will provide the main access to the site. The map also portrays  half mile, mile and 3 mile rings, visually displaying the amount of 
users that fall within each of the 3 distances.
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Existing Conditions

Existing Conditions: The existing conditions map analyzed the relationship and the presence of different elements on the site. Depicted in the map was the 
existing canopy versus the open space on the site. Existing structures are shown in black showing the the lack of relationship between any of the built features.

Existing Structures:

1 Fire Station (Main of-
fices and truck bays)

2 Fire Station (mainte-
nance shed and garage)

3 Children’s playground 
and shade structure

4 Covered picnic struc-
ture (6 typ.)

5 Covered gazebo

6 Public Rest rooms

7 Bridge

1
2

3
5

4
6

7
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Land Use Analysis

Land Use Analysis: The land use analysis shows the several different existing uses on the site. Main land uses of the site include undeveloped single fam-
ily residential, preservation lands, open space, and recreation. Secondary uses include buildings and structures, roads and parking, and open water.

Land Use Areas:

Undeveloped 
     Residential: 15.5 acres

Preservation: 14.5 acres

Open Space: 11 acres

Parking and 
           Roads: 3.5 acres

Buildings and 
      Structures: .25 acres

Recreation: 2.5 acres

Open Water: 2.75 acres

Total: 50 acres
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Soils and Watershed Analysis

Soils and Watershed Analysis: 
 High suitability is shown in green. Theses areas are composed of soils that are well-drained and adequate for supporting buildings and other de-
velopment. 
 Medium Suitability is shown in orange. This area is composed of poorly drained soils or low lands that have been filled to support light existing 
development.
 Low Suitability is shown in red. These areas are composed of poorly drained soils that are either annually flooded or hold water year round and 
are very poor for any development except the lightest passive uses. Any improvements must be extremely sensitive.

Existing Soils:

Ba - Basinger Sand

Mp - Myakka Sand 
 Ponded

Mk - Myakka Sand
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Circulation Analysis

Circulation Analysis: The circulation analysis shows existing circulation through out the site. The primary vehicular circulation shows adequate access 
to the site, however pedestrian circulation, shown in blue, is poor. It lacks any sort of opportunity for exploration and discovery within the site. There are 
no physical pedestrian sidewalks or pathways, only worn areas in the grass showing routes pedestrians have taken between site feature. There is a lack of 
hierarchy to the circulation on the site. The east preservation lands have the constraint of no vehicular and medium to light pedestrian circulation. The pos-
sibility of potential vehicular access is shown along undeveloped road corridors to the west.
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View Shed Analysis

View Shed Analysis: In order to determine the most appropriate locations for different active areas versus passive areas, it is important to analyze the 
views on the site. This was accomplished through site visits and categorizing the views present based on a simple hierarchy of important vehicular views, 
good pedestrian views, and unfavorable site views. On the site, several view sheds and points of visual interest were determined based on the important 
vehicular views. Secondly, at a smaller scaler, good pedestrian views helped to locate views that should be preserved or enhanced in their current state. The 
unfavorable views helped to info the areas that needed remediation, through either screening or buffering in addition to major site enhancements to create 
pleasing vistas for visitors. 
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High opportunity for development 
and intense site improvements

Moderate opportunity for develop-
ment and site improvements

Low opportunity for site improve-
ments and no development

Very low opportunity for site im-
provements

Opportunity to reuse existing site 
improvements and development

Opportunity to re-use major site 
entry point

Opportunity for secondary site entry 
point

Opportunity for major site feature

Opportunity to maintain and reuse 
pleasing site views

Constraint due to poor view sheds

Potential vehicular site access

Opportunity to incorporate existing 
structures

Site Synthesis:

 There are both many opportunities and constraint on the site. Each of these has been 
determined through careful study of each of the site analysis maps. 
 There is a high opportunity for development and site improvements on the existing 
park lands because the land is already disturbed and cleared. These areas will be the most 
suitable for further developments and the possibility of any heavy site improvements. In 
addition to these lands there is an excellent opportunity to reuse existing site development 
already on the site. 
 The western portion of the site is mostly classified as having a moderate opportunity 
for development. Due to the fact that this portion of the site is zoned as single family residen-
tial, the lands will eventually be developed, in addition the lands are already disturbed and 
thus not of as high of an importance to protect as the preservation lands. However it is still of 
a great importance to preserve as much natural vegetation and as many of the natural process 
on the site as possible in order to create a park character that is harmonious to the nature pre-
serves that surround it. 
 The next category is the areas of low suitability for site improvements and no devel-
opment. This category is made up of the preservation lands in which no site development 
and only environmentally sensitive site improvements shall be permitted. In addition to the 
preservation lands the category is composed of the wetlands soils with a low suitability for 
development. Theses areas should be reserved for the lightest of uses such as board walk 
systems.
 The final category shows a very low suitability for site improvements. This category 
is made up of open water bodies and the adjacent flood zones. All site development should be 
avoided in this area. 
 There were several opportunities and constraints pertaining to the view shed that have 
been addressed in the synthesis. First, there is prime opportunity to preserve and enhance the 
good pedestrian views of the site. These views are concentrated mainly around the lake and 
provide opportunities for wildlife viewings and beautiful natural vistas.
 Two potential vehicular access points were selected from the analysis phase. The first 
runs from the south to the north. This access point benefits from the visibility of potential 
visitors and users from S.R. 514. The second access point runs east west from the western 
most point of the park. This access point draws its opportunity from the fact that it does not 
cross or interfere with any of the sensitive wetland areas. 
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SECTION 3: PROGRAM ANALYSIS
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 The existing program of the site is mainly focused on the active recreation uses. Sports field and play equipment are the 
main features of the site, with minimal focus on any passive recreation. Below is listed all of the existing program. Identifying 
these existing features is an important first step in the program development phase.

 As can be concluded from the site inventory, site analysis, and now the study of the existing program, the character of 
the site can best be described as sterile. Though the park does host several key uses and has a variety of recreational compo-
nents, it lacks character or the possibility of interpretation or exploration. Younger children are confined to a stereotypical set of 
pre-fabricated playground equipment while the only uses for children and young adults between 15 and 30 years of age are the 
different sports, watching younger kids play, or leaving the park via the trail head and hiking on the trails. There are no inviting 
transitional spaces between the elements, only barren expanses of grass. The only inviting space in the park is the areas around 
the lake, where there are some shade trees and some seating or picnic options and nice views of the lake and surrounding pre-
serve lands. These observations will become a focus when developing the program and in the initial phases of design.

Existing Program:

 Active Uses

 • Baseball Field
 • Soccer Field
 • Tennis Court
 • Basketball Court
 • Volleyball Court
 • Playground Equipment
 • Fitness/Exercise Structures

Existing Program:

 Passive Uses

 • Covered Picnic Structures
 • Observation Bridge and Fishing
 • Malabar Scrub Trail Head
 • Lake Viewing 

Existing Program:

 Other Uses

 • Fire Station
 • Rest rooms and Maintenance
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 The park, to date, has been developed through funding provided by FRDAP, or the Federal  Recreation Development As-
sistance Program. Through this grant money the main recreational elements have been installed. Below is a cost breakdown for 
several of the major site features. From this information a deconstruction analysis was created to graphically and visually rank 
the importance of each feature and possibility or plausibility of the demolition of some of those features.

Note: In the estimate there are 2 main categories of site features; Primary and Sup-
port. When developing the grant proposal you must have Primary features in order 
to apply for support improvements.

Site Feature Cost Ease of Relocation Location on Site Demolition Preference
Baseball Field High ($38,734) Very Low Poor Moderate (3)
Soccer Field Moderate ($25,000) Very Low Good Low (6)
Tennis Court Moderate ($20,000) Low Good Low (5)
Basketball Court Moderate ($15,000) Low Good Low (4)
Volleyball Court Low ($1,500) High Moderate High (2)
Playground Low ($2,000) Moderate Moderate High (1)
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Cedar River Watershed Education Center; Seattle; Washington State. 

Overview:
 An intuitive and creative design, by Jones and Jones, for an innovative Environmental Education Center, in Seattle, 
Washington. Situated adjacent to the pristine Cedar River watershed, the water source of Seattle, Washington, the Education 
Center is located on 5 acres of land built along a ridge line. The Complex is located near a 90,000 acre ecological reserve, 
which is prime habitat to many species. However, it is not the wildlife that takes center stage, but the water itself. Celebrat-
ing the water that has sustained Seattle for more than a century, the Education Center captures, and literally puts into play 
falling rain, while teaching, educating and captivating visitors of all ages. The entire campus is a narrative of water. The 
site is the image of sustainability, with green roofs visible on many of the buildings and all water on the site being cleansed 
through the use of bio-swales, a stream planted with native wetland vegetation. Jones and Jones successfully created an 
intriguing and fun complex that encourages and stimulates interest in learning about the watershed. Design elements include 
a moss garden, rain drums that play world tunes through rain drops falling from tubes artistically wound through the trees, a 
stream that flows from a spring under the covered entry walkway to a native-boulder-lined pool, runoff filtering bio-swales, 
a five building complex which is linked through a series of covered walkways and courtyards. The interior of the buildings 
open to specialized exterior rooms, which function as spaces for teaching, meeting, and discovery. The education complex 
itself is made up of a welcoming room, an interpretive hall, an auditorium, classrooms, a library, offices, and an archive stor-
age area. 

Significance to the Project:
 The Cedar River Watershed Education Center is one of the primary examples of the creative and environmentally 
responsible design of a teaching facility that respects the sensitive context of a site, while celebrating an important resource. 
The study helped develop several aspects that will be implemented in the Heart of Malabar Park. These Include:

+ The Environmental Learning Facility Program

+ Creative learning features for the facility itself

+ Methods to incorporate site sensitivity 

+ The use of interactive elements
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Above Right: Site photos of the character of Cedar River. Above: An analysis of the site plan show-
ing the main program elements of the site. The layout of the learning center is unique in that each 
program element has been separated into distinct buildings connect by covered walkways. Below: An 
overall site map of the Cedar River Watershed Park.
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Commons Park; Denver; Colorado.

Overview:
 Commons Park is the green heart of Denver. Designed as the hub of Denver’s park system, the 26 acre park is the fo-
cal piece of a 10.5 mile greenway that runs along the South Platte River. The goals of Jones and Jones are always two fold, 
and a single design decision never serves one purpose. For example, the design of the park serves as a public open space, 
while dually functioning as river habitat restoration. While maintaining an ecological sensitivity, the open space provides 
recreation, public rest rooms, accessible river frontage and river crossing. Both Denver and the park lands itself boast a rich 
history of Native American Culture, of early American history, and of wagon trails leading west, of trading grounds and of 
railroads. The park is located at the historical intersection of two major wagon trails; historically know as the Arapaho trad-
ing ground, which gets its name from the Native American Tribe that made its home there. Despite this rich historical con-
text, the inspiration for the parks design comes from the natural heritage of the park lands. Not only does the park focus on 
the restoration of the river, but it also reintroduces the function and hydrology of the prairie, which the park was created to 
embody. It is the nature and feel of this ecosystem and the spirit of the first inhabitants that the park aims to reintroduce.

Significance to the Project:
 The park is a brilliant community park design, capitalizing on the simplicity of the natural history of the area while 
acknowledging and celebrating the rich history of the city of Denver. It is a perfect example of the creative and subtle way 
in which both natural and cultural history can become a didactic element that not only teaches users but can informs the de-
sign itself. This case study provides an in depth look at a successful community park. Several traditions of 19th century park 
design can be gathered from Commons Park, such as:

+ Broad grassy expanses

+ Soft green boarders

+ Dramatic vantage points

+ Substantial architectural features
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Above: Several site photos dis-
playing the character of the Park. 
It is important to not the use of 
open space within the park. Us-
ers can begin to info the uses of 
these spaces.
Left: The site master plan of 
Commons Park.
Below: A contextual view of the 
park lands with the surrounding 
city of Denver.
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West Augustine District Park; St. John’s County; Florida.

Overview:
 West Augustine District Park is an excellent example of a park project of similar character and a roughly similar scale. 
Graciously provided by Fred Halback and Halback Design Group, the project itself was beneficial in examining an actual 
park project that addressed a similar program. In addition to the design itself, Halback Design Group provided the full pre-
sentation package which detailed out their process of analysis and programming, including many of the dimensions and 
square footage of major and minor site elements. Though the park addresses more recreational uses than will be included 
in the Heart of Malabar, it was helpful to study the process and follow a similar route in park planning. The greatest benefit 
of the West Augustine District Park was the opportunity to study the design of the community center. As a successful com-
munity center that has been built and is functioning, Halback Design Group used the project to develop a kit of parts and a 
detailed set of guidelines for community center design. Utilizing these guidelines, the program for the community center was 
developed and finalized. The program and design was adjusted to better relate to the site and fit with the context, but the de-
sign principles and guidelines set forth by Mr. Halback were followed in order to ensure a successful project. West Augustine 
was the most beneficial case studies analyzed during the program development process. 

Significance to the Project:
 West Augustine is a successful and well designed park incorporating active recreation uses with that of the commu-
nity center. It was beneficial to analyze a park project of similar nature. The West Augustine Park provided much insight and 
contributed to:

+ The program development of the community center

+ The analysis of similar program features and active recreation 
components

+ Details regarding park design and different technical data

+ A clear view of a successful design package, detailing the steps for 
presenting in a clear fashion the data gathered and the design created
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West Augustine District Park
St. Johns County Recreation and Parks

Community Center Elevations

Left Elevation

Right Elevation

Rear Elevation

Metal Roof

Metal Siding

Stucco

Metal Siding

Metal Siding

Stucco

Stucco

Impact Glass

Decorative
Metal Bracket

Decorative
Metal Bracket

Impact Glass

Decorative Security Gate
Metal Brace

Metal Roof

Impact Glass
Metal Roof

Case Studies

West Augustine District Park
St. Johns County Recreation and Parks

Community Center Elevations

Left Elevation

Right Elevation

Rear Elevation

Metal Roof

Metal Siding

Stucco

Metal Siding

Metal Siding

Stucco

Stucco

Impact Glass

Decorative
Metal Bracket

Decorative
Metal Bracket

Impact Glass

Decorative Security Gate
Metal Brace

Metal Roof

Impact Glass
Metal Roof

West Augustine District Park
St. Johns County Recreation and Parks

Community Center Plan and Front Elevation

Front Elevation

Floor Plan

Conditioned Space:  14,939 SF
Walkway:                    2,272 SF

TOTAL:                     17,211 SF

Metal Siding

Stucco

Metal Brace

Decorative Security Gate

Impact Glass
Metal Roof

West Augustine District Park:
All Images and information 
provided by Fred Halback 
and Halback Design Group.

Figure 3.1 Figure 3.2

Figure 3.3
Figure 3.4
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SCORP ANALYSIS:
 SCORP functions primarily as an outdoor rec-
reation planning guide. With recreation being one of 
the main attractions that the state of Florida has to offer 
both visitors and residents alike, it is important to plan 
for the expansion of these programs. SCORP serves as 
one of the most important sources of recreation in-
formation, and is an invaluable guide and resource to 
recreation planning. 
 The main functions of SCORP is to identify na-
tional trends in recreation and to meet the demand and 
recreational needs of Florida.
 In relation to the project, SCORP was used ex-
tensively to develop the possible program and as one of 
the initial steps in the programmatic phase of the proj-
ect. To the left is a table displaying Statewide Resident 
and Tourist Participation in 2007. This table, taken from 
the “Outdoor Recreation in Florida” guide, graphically 
displays the percentages of both residents and visitors 
that participate in a wide range of recreational activi-
ties. These activities were then organized based on their 
popularity. 
 The highest ranked activities are first analyzed 
based on their relevance to the Malabar park site. If the 
activity supports a certain level of relevance and feasi-
bility, it becomes a part of the initial program develop-
ment for the Heart of Malabar Community Park. These 
recreational activities that are selected as possible 
program elements are shown highlighted in yellow.

*All information and graphics gathered from the Outdoor Recre-
ation in Florida 2000 Guide, specifically chapter 1 and 5.
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Table 5.2 displays the Frequency of Partici-
pation Among Residents and Tourists. This 
table again shows the highest ranked rec-
reational activities in Florida and will help 
to develop a successful program. Only the 
highest ranked uses that are relevant to the 
site are selected.
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Additional Historical Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional historical sites needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Nature Study Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional miles of nature study trails needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Baseball Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional baseball fields needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Basketball Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional basketball courts needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Soccer Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional soccer fields needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Freshwater Outdoor Tennis Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional outdoor tennis courts needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Horseback riding Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional miles of horseback riding trails needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Freshwater Hiking Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional miles of hiking trails needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Paved Bicycle Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional miles of paved bicycle trails needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Additional Unpaved Bicycle Resources Needed

A table displaying the additional miles of unpaved bicycles trails needed in the East Central region of Florida.
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Programmatic Analysis:
 The final analysis of the program elements, which were determined through 
the site inventory, through SCORP and through personal contacts at the town, is 
shown to the left. It is shown in a diagrammatic language which not only lists the 
possible program elements but shows relationships, connections and weight or im-
portance for each element. 
 There is a clear delineation of the elements into two distinct categories within 
the park; Nature Study and Recreation. Within these two distinct groups elements 
are arranged taking into account potential connections and ties that would be desir-
able on the site. Despite the clear separation between groups there are still elements 
that are able to bridge the separation and create unity and ties amongst all elements.
 It is important to understand that even though all of the elements were select-
ed because of the relevance to the site and appropriateness within the context, they 
are all still just potential elements. The actual selection of the park elements will be 
discussed after the concept phase in the following section.
 Also shown in the programmatic analysis are the potential connections to the 
surrounding context. Below are pictured some possible program elements.



THE HEART OF MALABAR: COMMUNITY PARK

66 Program Analysis

Programmatic Analysis of the Environmental Learning Facility

An analysis of potential program for the environmental learning facility. This was developed mainly through the analysis of the 
Cedar River Watershed Education Center case study. This program analysis will essentially help to shape the layout and design of 
the learning facility on the Heart of Malabar site.
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Programmatic Analysis of the Environmental Learning Facility

An analysis of potential program for the community center. This was developed mainly through the analysis of the West Augustine 
District Park case study. This program analysis will essentially help to shape the layout and design of the learning facility on the 
Heart of Malabar site.
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SECTION 4: DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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 What is park design? Is it possible to discuss what is proper design for a park or 
what makes a good park? In the opinion of Bernard Heut in Modern Park Design, “The 
circumstances and traditions in the various countries, the programs and concepts differ so 
widely, that confusion seems inevitable” (Arriola and Heut, 31). However, two interesting 
and extreme theories can be considered. These differing opinions come from Heut’s com-
mentary on La Villette park in Paris, France, a Bernard Tschumi design.

 The first controversial theory in park design can be seen in the design of La Vil-
lette. According to Heut, “the most horrible park made recently in Paris is La Villette 
by Tschumi, because it is made with the idea of filling it up with many things for every-
body.” Heut describes this type of mentality as a “plug-in park” approach. Heut goes on 
to say that “we are obligated to think that people have to do something. They have to 
drink coffee, they have to walk, they have to play, they have to play they have to be cul-
tivated. We are afraid of emptiness. Afraid of void, of an empty, beautiful space” (Arriola 
and Heut, 30)

 Considering the views expressed which path does a designer take. Does the design 
become a plug-in park, providing something for everyone, and filling the park with pre-
defined uses that tells the visitorswhat should be done and where. Or does the approach 
Bernard Heut claims we “fear”, become the path to a successful park, one in which the 
space is left to be explored, discovered and designed as each user determines. Do you al-
low the beauty of the individual spaces within the park captivate the user?

 These were questions asked in the design process of the Heart of Malabar. The final 
solution, as you will see, will be a middle ground approach. One that does plug-in uses 
and program elements, but also one that respects and celebrates spaces for what they can 
offer. For the limitless possibilities of what they can become.
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Concept Development: The design development phase began with a large amount of concept sketches, aimed at capturing and experimenting with 
different design ideas. The main focus of these sketches were to explore the different extents to which the site could be developed. 

 The first set of concepts were devoted to a high development/high impact model. In these versions a majority of the site was devoted to devel-
opment and little of the existing uses were preserved. Preserving the natural residential portion of the site was less of a concern in these concepts.

High Development Concept Sketches
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 The second set of concepts explored the possibility of a low impact model, which focused on preservation of site features and on the natural, 
undeveloped environments. The undeveloped residential portion of the site is conserved to a high degree, with only minimal passive recreation be-
ing grouped on those lands. In each of the four options the existing recreation uses are preserved. These models incorporated a minimal amount new 
program elements.

Low Impact Concept Sketches
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 From the previous series of concept sketches, a best concept was developed. The 
final concept was a combination of the high impact and low impact options and included 
all of  the best features of each of the different concept sketches. In this concept option, 
development extended into the undeveloped residential lands, but was confined to areas 
where there was less canopy cover. The majority of the recreational elements are pre-
served, however the baseball field was relocated above the community center. This option 
aims to creates an active recreation zone that is located closer to the surrounding  resi-
dential lands, allowing the rest of the site be devoted to passive recreation, interpretation 
and open space. An environmental learning facility is located adjacent to the existing trail 
head and is closely associated to the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary, creating a strong tie be-
tween the preserve and the main learning feature of the site.
 The concept aims to create a balance between the active recreation elements and 
the rest of the site. Where the existing park was dominated by the recreational compo-
nents, the new park will maintain a more intimate feel, despite the expanded recreational 
uses. 
 The concept’s main focus is on the possibility of introducing strong learning com-
ponents into the site. It will be these learning features that truly create the opportunities 
for exploration, interpretation and discovery. The learning elements will begin to create 
an overall organization and ordering, inform spaces and act as an enhancement to the 
sanctuary lands. 
 The park’s design will be based on several organizing principles, which are graphi-
cally portrayed on page 78 and 79. The first of these design principles is the use of axes 
is the layout and planning of the main site features. The main buildings on the site, the 
environmental learning facility, the community center and the fire station all create very 
strong relationships between each other. Other axes are set up along important view sheds 
or based on strong intersections. All of the axes help to inform the site features. The sec-
ond principle is that of a grid system, which sets up the location for one of the series of 
learning elements. All of these principles will be portrayed on the following pages.
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The Axis System

The primary axes set up the relationships amongst the main site 
buildings creating a unity of three. Secondary and tertiary axes pro-
vide for the relationship and location of other important site features.
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The Grid System

The Grid system begins to organize one of the series of learning features on the site. Each intersection on the grid be-
comes a potential location of a feature. The black circles show the actual locations that learning features will be located. 
The angled line becomes a second learning feature overlaid onto of the grid system.
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Illustrative Park Master Plan
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Final Program:

1 Environmental Learning 
Facility
2 Community Center
3 Fire Station
4 Baseball Field
5 Softball Field
6 Soccer Field
7 Basketball Court
8 Tennis Court
9 Playground
10 Lake and fountain
11 Observation Tower
12 Boardwalk and Covered 
Pavilion
13 Foot Bridge
14 Picnic Area
15 Central Lawn
16 Environmental trails
17 Interpretive trails
18 Learning Feature
19 History Walk
20 Park Trail Head
21 Malabar Scrub Trail Head
22 Parking - 28 spaces
23 Parking - 34 spaces
24 Parking - 64 spaces
25 Entry Feature - Sign
26 Exercise/Fitness Loop

Buildings: 2 acres   Recreation: 4 acres   Lake: 2.75 acres   Roads/Parking: 4.25 acres   Woods: 9.5 acres   Preservation: 14.5 acres   Open Space: 13 acres
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A redesigned entry sign. New sign is meant to create visual interest, while at-
tracting visitors to the park from S.R. 514.
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The R.A. Ward Discovery center, named after Malabar’s first postmaster and acknowl-
edging the rich history of the town, is the center piece and the hub of all of the interpre-
tive learning features on the site. With direct access to observation areas, the interpretive 
boardwalk and trails system that runs through out the preservation lands and connections 
to the history walk and community center, the discovery center will be the main feature 
of the site. The center will host a broad program of features such as:

+ Welcome Lobby   + Interpretive Area/Exhibit Hall
+ Meeting Rooms   + Multipurpose Rooms
+ Auditorium    + Offices
+ Rest rooms    + Observation deck.

Section sketch of the R.A. Ward Discovery Center and the surrounding area.

A A’
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Section of the Discovery Center Parking.

A
B

B

B’
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The Grid System
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Area 1: The gird overlay system in area 1 
introduces interpretive and learning fea-
tures into the wooded nature walk area. 
The features in this area teach visitors of 
the natural surroundings; of the wildlife 
and the habitats we interact with.

Area 2: The grid overlay system in area 2 
brings learning elements into the more open 
section of the park. The features here are ded-
icated to teaching site specific and town facts. 
Some of the elements located around the lake 
address the lakes history as a borrow pit and 
the ecological functions it now is used for.

Area 3: Located in the preservation lands, 
the grid system teach of the importance of 
preserving lands and of restoration practices. 
It also teaches of the different endangered 
and protected species and the species pres-
ent on the site. The features here encourage 
the visitors to try and discover these different 
inhabitants as they explore the park.
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The History Walk
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A sketch of the nature of the stone monoliths that make up the history walk. Information will be 
etched into the stone so that the texture can be felts and touched by children. The content of each 
monolith will be selected from the time line below of the town, counties and states history.
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The Heart Community Center is located was developed as the focal piece of the active 
recreation zone. The Community Center is designed to be multifunctional and incorpo-
rates a new Town Hall facility into the structure. The community center cantilevers over 
the town hall as the distinct parts of the building play off of the different geometries 
creative by the axes. The center will host a broad program of features such as:

+ Town Hall with offices, conference rooms and meeting hall.
+ Community Center   + Reception and lobby
+ Multipurpose Gymnasium  + Weight room
+ Rest rooms    + Fitness Studios
+ Stage    + Cardio room

Section sketch of the=Heart Community Center and the surrounding area.

A A’
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A

B

B

B’

Section of the Discovery Center Parking.

The Heart community Center and the children’s playground.
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Even though the main focus has shifted from recreation to the learning components, 
recreation is still one of the major program elements of the park. In order to remain sensi-
tive to the site, and to the previous improvements made by the town, several recreation 
elements were preserved. Preserved elements include:

+ Soccer Fields    + Outdoor Tennis Court
+ Outdoor Basketball court   

The existing baseball field was relocated and a second field added, one for competition 
play and one for rec play. The sand volleyball court was removed entirely due to the dis-
repair and the lack of maintenance.

Recreational Elements.

A
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The Heart community Center and the children’s playground.

A A’
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Woodland Nature Trail: On the Southern half of the undeveloped residential lands, are 
nature walk paths. These paths wind through the undisturbed pine flatwoods and depres-
sion marshes that exist there. These trails transition between nature paths and light board-
walk systems as the trail works it’s way back and forth across the wetland areas. The trail 
runs from the community center parking lot and, after looping through the woods, returns 
to the community center and picnicking area.

Woodland Nature Trail.
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Malabar Scrub Sanctuary Interpretive Trails: Located on the east side of the site, 
the interpretive trails run through the southern portion of the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary. 
These trails are designed to be as sensitive as possible to the site around them. Half of the 
trails are natural pathways while the other half become a boardwalk system to protect the 
wetland ecosystems from intrusion, yet still provide view access and passive recreation 
opportunities for visitors. The trails enjoy direct access to the rest of the Malabar Scrub 
Sanctuary and a strong relationship with the discovery center enhancing the environmen-
tal and educational significance of the trails.

Interpretive Tails

A

Detailed Design: Trails

A perspective displaying the character through one of 
the wetland areas.
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The Lake: One of the main features of the site is the Damon-Arnold Lake. As an existing 
feature of the site, the lake is to be reshaped in order to remove the very straight embank-
ments and create an organic shaped shore line. There are several focal features grouped 
around the lake:

+ The R.A. Ward Discovery center   + The footbridge
+ The Board walk and covered pavilion  + The exercise and fitness loop
+ And the observation tower

Damon-Arnold Lake
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SECTION 5: POST DESIGN GUIDELINES
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PROGRAM ANALYSIS

PHasinG

manaGement

connections

conclusion
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Due to the fact that the Town of Malabar relies on, and to date has used, FRDAP grants to develop the park, it must be understood that the project 
will not be completed at one time. Therefore, it is essential to the success of the project that the project be spaced out over several phases. It is recom-
mended that the Heart of Malabar Community park should be completed in three phases. 

 Phase one makes any and all improvements that are within the existing park lands. This ensures the success of the park in the event that ad-
ditional lands may not be acquired. During this phase the baseball fields will remain in the current location so that access to all of the recreation ele-
ments is preserved throughout the construction process.

 Phase two will include all site improvements on the preservation land. These include the trail head, the natural trails and the board walk sys-
tem, which will be the most extensive part of this phase. Phase two serves as a recovery phase for the town and the park after the completion of phase 
one. The baseball field and all other recreation fields will remain through the completion of phase 2.

 Phase three will complete any projects that had not been finished to date. This should mainly be the baseball fields, the community center, the 
woodland nature trails and the picnicking area. Phasing the improvements will allow the park to be successfully completed.

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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Management Practices: The management of the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary lands will 
be key in order to maintain and improve the quality of ecosystem. In order to simplify 
management practices the Interpretive Trails system has been designed in order to pro-
vide opportunities to close portions of the trails all of the trails or small sections in order 
to allow vegetation to regenerate or to reintroduce the proper functions of damaged parts 
of the ecosystem. A couple scenarios are pictured below.

Two different management options which closes off different part of the trails at different 
times of the year in order to allow sensitive ecosystems a recovery from use.
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As seen in the context map, the area benefits from high connectiv-
ity. The town and the county have created an extensive and entirely 
connected stretch of diverse ecosystems. Because of this fact, con-
nection was not a leading concern for this project. However, several 
greenway connections are proposed to increase connectivity between 
the Malabar Community Park and Greenway #1 (A) and to the south 
enhancing the connection between the Malabar Scrub Sanctuary and 
the Jordan Scrub Sanctuary (B).

Guidelines: Connection Recommendations

A

B

A: The first proposed greenway will act mainly as a connector around 
several communities and function to bring users from these communities 
to the park or to the trails. Use will mainly come from pedestrian traffic 
and bicycles and will not serve as habitat or passage for wildlife.

B: The second greenway has greater opportunity to become a larger 
scale connection between the parks. As seen on the map the proposed 
route is buffered by undeveloped residential to the east, and undevel-
oped commercial to the north west. These lands should be acquired in 
order to create a strong corridor for human and animal traffic.
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Illustrative Park Master Plan

“When parks at any scale are provided in the city, they become woven into people’s regular life-patterns, and 
provide beauty and relaxation, places and spaces of encounter and sociability.”

~Stephanie Pincetl
Using parks to create an urban metropolis
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THE HEART OF MALABAR COMMUNITY PARK
Recreation, Fitness, Leisure, Learning

A place of wonder, contemplation and discovery.
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Figure 1.1 - Conceptual Site Plan obtained 
from the Town of Malabar.

Figure 3.1 Master Plan of West 
Augustine Park. Halback Design 
group.
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West Augustine District Park
St. Johns County Recreation and Parks

Community Center Elevations
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Impact Glass

Decorative
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West Augustine District Park
St. Johns County Recreation and Parks

Community Center Plan and Front Elevation

Front Elevation

Floor Plan

Conditioned Space:  14,939 SF
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TOTAL:                     17,211 SF
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Decorative Security Gate
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Figure 3.2

Figure 3.3

Figure 3.4
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Purpose:

The purpose of this project is to explore the field of parks and recreation 

design, while updating the existing master plan and readdressing the 

opportunity for expanded recreational and educational uses of the 

Malabar Community Park.



Project Goals

 To create a community space that becomes 
woven into the daily lives of the town residents

 To create a place that the users can become a 
part of. A place of wonder, contemplation and 
discovery.

 To turn an underused space into one that 
becomes a source of community identity and 
pride.

 To not only focus on the recreational side of 
parks but address the abundant opportunities 
for environmental education and interpretation.

 To promote recreation, fitness, leisure, learning.



Site
Location: The Malabar Community Park

City: Malabar

County: Brevard

State: Florida

Study Site



Site



Context

EELs Program preservation lands 

in Brevard county in relationship to 

the study site. The EELs Program 

would be a major stake holder in 

the project.



Context

The Site Context Map at this scale graphically communicates the 

relationship between the park and surrounding preservation lands. 

Surrounding single family residential is displayed in yellow representing 

the user base for the park.



Context



Site Division

Park Expansion: 15.5 acres - 676,350 sq. ft. 

Existing Park: 20 acres – 871,200 sq. ft. Preservation Land: 14.5 acres - 631,620 sq. ft. 

Total Study Site = 50 acres



Site Photos



Site Analysis and Synthesis

Soil and Drainage Analysis Circulation Analysis View Shed Analysis

Land use Analysis

Existing Conditions Analysis

Site Synthesis



Programmatic Analysis

Programmatic analysis developed through the use of SCORP, informal 

interviews, and several case studies. The analysis analyzes all possible 

program which then can be customized to fit the desired character of the park.



I

H

G

Conceptual Study

A - D: Low Impact Conceptual Options

E - I: High Impact Conceptual Options

A

B

C

D

F
E

Best Concept



Master Plan
The Heart of Malabar: Illustrative Master Plan



Ordering Principles



Design: Park Entry

New entry sign welcoming visitors 

into the park.



Design: R.A. Ward Discovery Center



Design: Interpretive Learning Features

The grid overlay begins to inform the location of the interpretive and 

interactive learning features on the site.



Design: Interpretive Learning Features
Interpretive History Walk leading through the park to the “Heart Community Center”.



Design: The Heart Community Center



Design: Recreation Components

Active recreation elements on the site. Active recreation 

is clustered closely with the community center creating 

an active recreation zone in the park.



Design: Trails



Phasing



“When parks at any scale are provided in the city, they become woven into people's regular life-

patterns, and provide beauty and relaxation, places and spaces of encounter and sociability.”

~Stephanie Pincetl

Using parks to create an urban metropolis



Conclusion

THE HEART OF MALABAR COMMUNITY PARK
Recreation, Fitness, Leisure, Learning

A place of wonder, contemplation and discovery.
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