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 Isabel Garcia, RCMA’s second-ranked ex-
ecutive, has been selected as a future national 
spokesperson for the early education needs of 
Latino children, especially those from migrant 
farm-working families.

Garcia was named a 2014 Fellow in the 
National Institute for Latino Leaders in Early 
Childhood Education, a program of the Na-
tional Council of La Raza (NCLR). The Wash-
ington, D.C.-based NCLR works to improve 
opportunities for Hispanic Americans, and is 
the nation’s largest Hispanic advocacy organi-
zation.

Garcia, 43, has served since 2012 as Associ-
ate Executive Director of RCMA. The Immoka-
lee-based nonprofi t operates some 70 child-
care centers and three charter schools in 21 
Florida counties. All serve the rural poor, par-

ticularly the children of farm workers. More 
than 80 percent of RCMA’s children and staff 
are Latino, and RCMA is an acclaimed provid-
er for the federal Migrant and Seasonal Head 
Start program.

Garcia herself migrated as a child. Her fa-
ther harvested Florida oranges, North Caro-
lina tobacco and Maryland peaches. Garcia 
worked in produce packing houses in her ear-
ly teens. While attending Hardee Senior High 
School in Wauchula, Garcia joined RCMA as 
an after-school teacher. She never left.

“To most people, it’s hard to envision the 
life of a migrant child,” Garcia. “It’s hard to 
grasp the effect of months on the road when 
the child already suffers from poverty, the 

 RCMA’s Garcia gains a national forum

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
US Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart-second from right, joined Commissioner Tim Nance-third 
from right, Parks and Rec Advisory Board member Ski Olesky-last on right, Rec Regional Direc-
tor Annie Alvarado-fourth from right, Park Program Supervisor Leonor Montelongo-third from 
left Makesha Gadsden-fourth from left, Parks and Rec Director Barry Williams and others gath-
ered to offi cially open the new South Park facility on February 13. Photos on Page 4.

Isabel Garcia

South Park facility opens with fanfare
by Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

The wait is over. Kids, senior 
citizens and the rest of the com-
munity have their park back! 
After being closed for eight 
months while a whole new 
center was constructed, the 
park reopened February 13 to a 
grand ribbon cutting ceremony, 
hosted by Collier County Parks 
and Rec Regional Manager An-
nie Alvarado and very special 
guest speaker, US Congress-
man Mario Diaz-Balart (R-Fla), 
among others.

Director of Parks and Rec-
reation Barry Williams called 
the occasion a day of thanks 
for the team combination of 
federal and CDBG monies that 
made the beautiful new park a 
reality.

Kenan Jasper Allen, 8, read 
his thank you letter to all those 
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Rosemary Dillon

See RCMA  — Page 2
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The Immokalee Bulletin has a 
new face.

Rosemary Dillon is already well 
known to many Immokaleeans 
because of her work with the CRA. 
Now, she is combining her knowl-
edge of the area, dynamic person-
ality and genuine regard for people 
with the Immokalee Bulletin to 
help build a successful business 
community.

Rosemary came to Collier 
County from New York in 2006. 
She spent the most part of her 
life in a small beach town on a 
peninsula off Manhattan. Similar 
to Immokalee, Rockaway Beach 
thrived on seasonal revenue. Most 
of the small businesses were fam-

Bulletin adds 
new sales rep



The Florida Highway Patrol is conducting 
a “Hit and Run, Bad to Worse” awareness 
campaign during the week of February 17, 
through February 21. 

In 2013, there were over 78,000 hit and 
run traffi c crashes in the State of Florida re-
sulting in over 17,000 injuries and 154 fatali-
ties. This campaign aims to reduce the num-
ber of hit and run traffi c crashes by educating 
drivers so they know their responsibilities if 
involved in a crash and the consequences of 
leaving the scene.  

Crash Responsibilities:
• The driver must immediately stop and 

remain at the scene
• Must exchange information
• Render reasonable assistance to any 

injured persons
Consequences:
• The consequence of leaving the scene 

of a crash involving a death is a felony of the 
fi rst degree. A felony of the fi rst degree car-
ries a maximum penalty of 30 years in a state 
correction facility and fi nes up to $10,000.

• The consequence of leaving the scene 
of a crash involving injuries is a felony of the 
third degree. A felony of the third degree car-

ries a maximum penalty of 5 years in a state 
correction facility and a fi ne up to $5000

• The consequence of leaving the scene 
of a crash involving property damage is a 
misdemeanor of the 2nd degree which car-
ries a maximum penalty of 60 days in county 
jail and a fi ne up to $500. 
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who made his recreation area so nice. 
He said his grandma worked there and he 
has come there all his life, enjoying the safe, 
fun place full of his friends. The new equip-
ment makes it even more fun, he said.

Collier County Commissioner from  Dis-
trict 5 Tim Nance introduced the Congress-
man, praising his “energy” and noting that, 
even though he carries the weight of his 
duties in Washington, D.C., he seems to be 
“everywhere.”

Commissioner Nance said that Con-
gressman Diaz-Balart is a “special leader” 
in Washington who “improves our commu-
nity on daily basis,” and focused on what he 
called the Congressman’s “legendary” ser-
vice to Florida. 

He said the Congressman is a “giant” 
who has a “passion for people who have 
the least.” Commissioner Nance noted that 
the Congressman has a direct effect on the 
day-to-day quality of life in Immokalee. 

Speakers noted how “vibrant this com-
munity is” and that good things are happen-
ing here because of their own activism and 
involvement. 

As chairman of the Appropriations com-
mittee in the Florida State Legislature sev-
eral years ago, now Congressman Diaz-
Balard did not represent Immokalee but still 
secured money for a new heath clinic. He 
may not have been directly responsible for 
Immokalee’s representation, but had con-
tact with local people and understood the 
needs.

The Congressman noted that there are 
always good things happening here, that 
Immokalee has a real sense of community.

A fi gure on the national and international 
world, Congressman Diaz-Balart explained 
his consideration for Immokalee, saying, 
“It’s not all about the big picture. The small 
things come together to make the big things. 
It’s important not to lose track of the “small” 
things in individual communities.”

After the offi cial ceremony concluded, 
many people stayed to tour the new facil-
ity and enjoy each other’s company. Le-
onor Montelongo, Park Program Supervi-
sor at South Park, has been with Parks and 
Rec about 13 years was program leader at 
Immokalee Sports Park. 

Now Park Program Supervisor, she has 
“big plans” for the new South Park facility, 
which will be open from 10-8 Monday-Fri-

day. 
Saturdays are open to all.
The plan is to open for senior citizen ac-

tivities during the mornings starting in April. 
She is currently looking for sponsors for 
activities like dominoes, bone builders pro-
grams and  arts and crafts. The seniors will 
meet there from 9-noon.

There is also an after school program for 
youngsters.

Older youth can take over the basketball 
courts, etc. from 6-8 p.m. and March 11 they 
can participate in a neighborhood basket-
ball tournament event. A volleyball court is 
also available.

In August, Ms. Montelongo is planning to 
continue its Voluntary Pre-K program.

The facility will also rent indoor and out-
door space for parties and groups and pro-
vide tables and chairs, kitchen refrigerator 
and microwave.

South Park’s Program Leader is Makisha 
Gadsden. The facilty will also need four after 
school and summer assistants - check on-
line for positions.

Staff is looking forward to programs for 
kids, soccer, basketball, kick ball and board 
games, A foozeball set has been ordered.

Coming soon: Friday night dances and 
Saturday night movies begin the third week 
in March

Ms. Alvarado explained that the $1.4 mil-
lion project included $187,000 in appropria-
tion backed by Congressman Diaz-Balart. 
The rest of the money from HUD CDBG 
grants.

She is excited about the future. “I want 
to do so much,” she said, but many of the 
programs are fee-based, which keeps a lot 
of people from participating. She said she is 
looking for sponsors to help defray costs.

She’s also interested in setting up in-
tramural sports with the other Immokalee 
parks. They would be no cost and play 
would be local, making it easy for more par-
ticipation.

The Seminole Tribe has also donated the 
easement on  the south side of the park. 
County Road and Bridge is providing fi ll and 
the fence will be extended to allow more 
space for the park. Ideas in the fi ve-year 
plan for South Park include building a pavil-
lion, community garden or possibly another 
soccer fi eld. 

Finally, the neighborhood has its South 
Park back and it looks like a million dollars 
- not only because of the $1.4 million infu-
sion of funds from the federal and state gov-
ernments, but mostly because of the pride it 
fosters in the community.

ily owned and passed down from one 
generation to the next. Her family owned 
a sandwich shop where she worked dur-
ing her high school years. She graduated 
from Far Rockaway High School (home of 
the Dolphins) in 1973 and raised her fam-
ily while attending Empire State College 
School of Social Work. She worked full time 
in the fi eld of Human Services for more than 
20 years, and part time at the local coffee 
house.

An energetic and hard working lady, 
Rosemary still fi nds time for her hobbies 
which include bowling, crafting and, of 
course, the beach. When it was time for a 
change, Rosemary came to Florida, eventu-
ally discovering Immokalee - a place that 
immediately won her heart. 

Why Immokalee? “Because if feels like 
home,” she says, “I was introduced to the 
Immokalee community while planning the 
Celebration of Cultures.

“While working with Immokalee 
CRA I had the opportunity to get to know 
Immokalee,” she added. My experience 

also includes working with the start-up 
team of the Immokalee Business Develop-
ment Center, networking with the Woman’s 
Business Network group and I have had 
the pleasure of working closely with the 
Immokalee Chamber of Commerce, Rotary 
Club, Lions Club and Parks & Rec staff. My 
contacts include the many entrepreneurs 
and small business owners I have assisted 
over the past few years along with Marie 
Capita at the Business Development Center, 
where I learned the importance of a solid 
marketing plan and advertising.”

Rosemary Dillon has the all-important 
“Immokalee experience” along with the 
desire to help its businesses grow strong. 
“I am excited for the opportunity to con-
tinue to work with the entrepreneurs and 
business owners in Immokalee, and I look 
forward to assisting them work toward their 
success.”

You can contact Rosemary by  leaving a 
message at the Immokalee Bulletin offi ce 
657-6000, or email her at rdillon@newszap.
com.

Park
Continued From Page 1

Bulletin     Continued From Page 1

language barrier and a lack of books, 
computers and other things that help chil-
dren learn.”

As a Fellow at the National Institute, Gar-
cia will participate in a series of conferences 
through July, exchanging Latino early-educa-
tion insights with NCLR staff and four other 
Fellows chosen across the U.S. Then she will 
be called upon to speak up in policy-making 
forums, advocating for the early-education 
interests of Hispanic Americans.

“Isabel is a role model within RCMA,” 
said Barbara Mainster, RCMA’s Executive Di-
rector.  “Now she serves as a role model na-
tionally. We are very pleased to see her get 
this well deserved recognition.” 

RCMA    From Page 1

FHP: ‘Hit and Run, Bad to Worse’



M. E. Higgenbotham, CAI, CES, AARE 
FL Lic# AU305 AB158

800-257-4161
higgenbotham.com

auction@higgenbotham.com

  ESTATE AUCTION 6 PM  •  THURSDAY  •  FEBRUARY 27TH

• Located in the Gerber Groves Subdivision
• 5500 1st Road, LaBelle, Florida
• 341± Net Tree Acres of Valencia’s  
  •  60± Acres of 7 year olds    
  •  281± Acres of mature with mixed 
               age resets
*This year’s Valencia crop included in sale

• 140± Net Tree Acres of Hamlin’s 
  •  3 years old or less
•   Irrigated by low volume jets or seepage
•  Powered by diesel centrifugal pumps 

y p

4± ACRE DEVELOPMENT TRACT & HOMESITES

Auction Site:  Turner Agri-Civic Center   •   2250 NE Roan St., Arcadia, FL  

545± TOTAL ACRES OF CITRUS GROVE OFFERED IN 4 PARCELS

• 4± acre development tract in Immokalee, Florida 
• 5 Lake June homesites in Lake Placid, Florida 
• Homesite on Lake Bonnet in Haines City, Florida  

HERE’S MY CARD
Keep the number of these locally owned businesses on 

hand for all of your service & shopping needs.

Put your card in this space 
for six weeks for 

Only $90!
Call us at 239-657-6000

or e-mail 
cbadsales@newszap.com

for more info
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 Collier – The Florida Department of 
Health in Collier County (DOH-Collier) 
joins 66 other health departments through-
out the state in celebrating 125 years of 
public health on February 20th.  The state-
wide theme is “Florida Public Health – al-
ways improving quality of life.”

Collier County will honor its own Public 
Health Hero, Jane Polkowski, MD, MPH, at 
a reception at 3 pm at the health depart-
ment.  Dr. Polkowski worked as a health 
department director for from 1983 – 2000 
in Florida, with 13 of those years (1983 – 
1996) dedicated to the health of Collier 
County.  Among her many accomplish-
ments, Dr. Polkowski is credited for estab-
lishing our fi rst AIDS clinic in Collier.  She 
was also valued for her ability to build 
community partnerships including those 
which improved immunization and in-
fant mortality rates. Known as a pioneer 
in promotion of quality improvement, Dr. 
Polkowski was an original advisory board 
member to the Public Health Leadership 
Institute in Florida.  

The state Legislature created the State 
Board of Health on February 20, 1889, in 
response to a yellow fever epidemic in 
Jacksonville, and Dr. Joseph Yates Porter 
from Key West became Florida’s fi rst State 
Public Health Offi cer.  Yellow fever in Flori-
da was eradicated in 1905.  

“Florida’s dramatic growth was made 
possible through public health efforts that 
controlled disease and improved environ-

mental health,” said Dr. John Armstrong, 
State Surgeon General and Secretary of 
Health. “Just as Dr. Porter and colleagues 
saved Floridians from yellow fever over a 
century ago, we are committed to solving 
the top public health threat to Florida fami-
lies now: weight challenge.”

The year-long celebration of 125 years of 
Florida Public Health was launched in Key 
West on February 3, where Dr. Armstrong 
joined Dr. Porter’s great-great granddaugh-
ter in a ceremonial wreath laying at Dr. Por-
ter’s grave site. Throughout 2014, the De-
partment will offer educational and health 
information opportunities. A resource fea-
turing “Public Health Heroes” from all 67 
counties will be released later this spring.  
During the week of April 7-11, the Depart-
ment will further highlight the 125th An-
niversary as part of National Public Health 
Week. In September 2014, the Department 
will unveil a full historical exhibit of Florida 
Public Health heritage at Florida’s Historic 
Capitol Museum in Tallahassee. 

The Department invites Florida’s resi-
dents and visitors to join in recognizing 
125 years of protecting, promoting and im-
proving the health of all people in Florida 
through integrated state, county and com-
munity efforts. More information is avail-
able at www.FLHealth125.gov. 

Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla 
and on Facebook. For more information 
about the Florida Department of Health 
please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov. 

125 years of public health

Would you sponsor the DJ?
Immokalee Relay for Life is looking for a 

business partner, or individual, who would be 
interested in sponsoring the DJ for our March 
14 event at the Immokalee Sports Complex. 
At this all night event, the DJ will be keeping 
us entertained with music, contest and game 
announcements, and important American 
Cancer Society information, all while touch-
ing our hearts as we remember the loved 
ones we have lost, those still fi ghting and 
helping us fi ght back. DJ Reyna would love to 
advertise for you at the event, by mentioning 
your business and providing contact informa-
tion. Please contact Kelly Stevenson  at Ste-
venKe@collierschools.com or Ann Mussel-

man at ann.musselman@cancer.org.

Little Mr. and Miss Tomato
Vote for Little Mr. and Miss Tomato for the 

Harvest Festival. One penny equals one vote. 
Open for all children 0-5 years old. You can 
vote up until the third week of March. All jars 
will need to be turned in by 5 p.m. Monday, 
March 17, in order to be eligible to enter the 
contest. Winners will be announced on stage 
at the Harvest Festival Pageant to be held 
Saturday, March 22, at the I.H.S. auditorium 
at 7 p.m. Tickets on pre-sale are $5 each or 
$7 at the door. Contact Mariela Romero at 
mromero@fi rst1bank.com or 239-658-0704 
or 239-692-2178.

Community Briefs

by Maribel De Armas
In the world of education Feb-

ruary is quite a special month 
– it’s Career and Technical Edu-
cation Month.  And I say that it’s 
special because now more than 
ever, career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) is so important as 
students move toward entering 
a very competitive global market.  CTE not 
only prepares our youth and adults for a suc-
cessful future as individuals, but it aids in de-
veloping a strong workforce that gives back 
to our community’s economy.  CTE prepares 
students to taken on the world!  Actually this 
year’s CTE month theme is “Celebrate CTE 
Superheroes.”  Here at Collier County Public 
Schools we pride ourselves in our CTE pro-
grams.  At the high school level, we have 31 
career academies focusing on topics such 
as engineering, marketing, culinary arts, 
and more.  We then also have two state-
of-the-art post-secondary education centers 
– one right in our Immokalee community, 
the Immokalee Technical Center (iTECH), 
and Lorenzo Walker Institute of Technology 
(LWIT) in East Naples.  Both offer a ton of 
certifi cate programs that prepare adults stu-
dents for careers, not just jobs – they pre-
pare “CTE Superheroes!”  

At iTECH, the mission is to provide rig-
orous and relevant real-world educational 
experiences using both traditional and dis-
tance learning models in order to qualify stu-
dents for employment and career advance-
ment.  Students have a plethora of programs 
to choose from – Accounting, Cybersecurity 
Technology, Multimedia Design Technology, 
Construction Technology, Culinary Arts, and 
a whole lot in between.  These programs 
prepare students to enter the working world 
in their fi eld of choice.  And iTECH always 
works to offer programs in 

career fi elds that our own business com-
munity reports as a growing area of need.  
For example, the school offers a program 
called Medical Billing and Coding.  It is de-
signed to prepare students for employment 

in a variety of health care settings 
as entry level coder, medical re-
cords coder, coding technician, 
coding clerk, or medical coder/
biller.  The program prepares stu-
dents for employment by offer-
ing the foundation of knowledge 
necessary for a position using 
industry-standard coding systems.  

By the end of a successful completion of 
the course, students receive their Certifi ed 
Coding Associate (CCA) certifi cation.  If this 
sounds interesting to you or if you want to 
learn more about any of the other program 
areas offered at iTECH, visit the website at 
www.itech.edu or simply call 658-7080.

And on the topic of post-secondary edu-
cation, as you may know, the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is your 
ticket to potentially receiving fi nancial assis-
tance to attend a post-secondary institution, 
whether it be iTECH, LWIT, or any other col-
lege or university.  I want to make sure to 
share information about an important event 
coming up this weekend that’s all about 
FAFSA.  If you have a college-bound high 
school senior or you are an adult seeking 
post-secondary education, and you feel you 
need help completing this comprehensive 
application, College Goal Sunday is for you!  
There are three opportunities for you to at-
tend the event.  On Saturday (February 22), 
you can either go to Ave Maria University 
(5050 Ave Maria Blvd., Ave Maria) between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m., or Hodges University (2655 
Northbrooke Dr., Naples) between 1:00 and 
4:00 p.m.  If you can’t make it on Saturday, 
don’t worry, you can head over to Golden 
Gate High School (2925 Titan Way, Naples) 
on Sunday (February 23) between 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m.  You’ll have folks at the ready to 
help you complete this application.  Before 
you go though, make sure to visit www.col-
lierschools.com and click on the blue “Col-
lege Goal Sunday” icon in the “What’s New” 
area on the right side of the homepage for 
a list of the documents you’ll need to bring 
with you.  By the way, Spanish and Creole 
translation services will be available. 

Students First

Community Briefs
Demo Club to meet

The Democratic Club of Immokalee will meet on Tuesday, February 25, at 6:45 p.m., at 
Mi Ranchito, 710 W. Main Street, Immokalee (239) 657-1766. The club will be discussing 
the 2014 elections from governor to school board, and topics concerning Immokalee. The 
meetings are open to all.



FAMILY DENTAL
CARE GROUP

K.S. Parmar D.D.S.

• Exams • Cleanings • X-Rays
• Crowns • Bridges

• Root Canals • Extractions
• Tooth Whitening & Fillings

• Complete & Partial Dentures
• Braces for Children & Adults

Tuesday from 4:30 to 7
Saturday from 10 to 3

6A, 1013 Main St • Immokalee
(In Kemp Plaza)

(239) 658-1220

RABIES - $10 • PARVO - $12
• Half Price Boarding •

Partners in the Way to Happiness Foundation and 
a Drug Free World. Free pamphlets available.

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

IMMOKALEE MOBILE UNIT CLINIC
Next to the McDonalds • Immokalee • 239-657-2266

CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC
at McDonalds • Clewiston • 863-675-2441

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment 
for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as 
a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for 
the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOWEST PRICE EVERYDAY!
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The new South Park facility is fi nally open and once again being enjoyed by the 
community.

TOP LEFT: US Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart made time to attend the ribbon 
cutting at South Park, a facility he has supported.

TOP RIGHT: Immokalee Community Park VPK students tickle the audience with 
their version of the Florida alphabet.

MIDDLE RIGHT: Collier County District 5 Commissioner Tim Nance.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Kenan Jasper Allen, 8, read his letter about how he feels about 
his park.

BOTTOM: Trying out the Jungle Jim at the new South Park facility, standing from  
left: JC Cervantes, Makisha Gadsden, Derrick Dimas, Denise Lee-Tozier, John 
Keith, Leonar Montelongo. At the top from left: Mayur Mendoza,  Eric Aponte 
and Yoshi Smith.



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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Employee of the Month
Margarita Gonzalez was selected as Employee of the Month for February 
2014 by her peers and supervisors at the Florida Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry, Citrus Health Response 
Program offi ce in Immokalee.

 Healthcare Network of Southwest Florida 
recently welcomed Stephen Wheeler as Vice 
President of Development. Wheeler replaces 
former Foundation Executive Director Lou 
Traina, new Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement for Edison State College.  

Wheeler brings with him extensive non-
profi t, public, and private sector experi-
ence. Prior to joining Healthcare Network, 
he served as Chief Development Offi cer for 
David Lawrence Center and Senior Director 
of Development for Lee Memorial Health 
System Foundation, where he was instru-
mental in the capital campaign to build the 
new Golisano Children’s Hospital of SWFL. 
Prior to that, he served as founding Execu-
tive Director of Cancer Alliance of Naples, 
Inc., Executive Director of the Collier County 
and Marco Island offi ces of American Can-
cer Society, and Vice President of Business 
and Member Services and Director of Tour-
ism for the Naples Area Chamber of Com-
merce. 

“Stephen’s integrity and dedication to 
healthcare are well-known in this commu-
nity,” says Healthcare Network CEO Mike El-
lis, “As we serve nearly half the children in 
Collier County, his commitment and experi-
ence with the Children’s Hospital is a perfect 
fi t with our mission of quality healthcare ac-
cessible to all. We are thrilled to have him 
on our team.”

Wheeler graduated with honors in busi-

ness management from 
Keystone College in Penn-
sylvania and is a certifi ed 
hotel administrator. 

His extensive commu-
nity involvement includes 
service on the Board of 
Directors for the David 
Lawrence Center, YMCA, 
Collier County Film Com-
mission and Vice President 
of the Board for the Naples 

Area Chamber of Commerce. In addition, 
he served as Chairman of the Collier County 
Visitor Development Council and President 
of the Collier County Hotel and Motel Asso-
ciation. He also served as a member of the 
Economic Development Council Business 
Coalition and is a founding member of the 
Naples Visitors Bureau. 

Wheeler is a proud graduate of the inau-
gural Leadership Collier Class of 1989 and 
served as Class Chair in 1993.

Annually, the Healthcare Network of 
Southwest Florida provides primary care for 
36,000 people in Southwest Florida (25,000 
are children) at 13 medical and dental ser-
vice locations in East Naples, Golden Gate, 
North Naples, Marco Island and Immokalee. 
The Healthcare Network also provides pedi-
atric, medical and dental services, including 
screenings for autism, through the Ronald 
McDonald Care Mobile®.

Healthcare Network: Stephen 
Wheeler new VP of Development

Stephen
Wheeler

Submitted photo

It’s Girl Scout Cookie time!
The over 230 Girl Scouts in Immokalee focus on basic life skills. On Friday, 
February 14, a truck dropped off 500 cases of Girl Scouts cookies at Florida 
Community Bank, 1400 N 15th Street, for  the parents pick them up. Every Friday 
between 3-6 p.m. parents can come by the bank and their order to assist in the 
wonderful work that Barbara has been doing with these girls. The annual cookie 
sale only continues for the next three weeks, so watch for an opportunity to pick 
some up. After all - who doesn’t like Girl Scout cookies?



Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Services

IMMOKALEE 
CHILD CARE CENTER

has an opening for a 
TEACHER POSITION

Must have a C.D.A. 
or a two year degree
in early childhood.

Email resume to:
Immokaleechild

@aol.com

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Employment
Full Time

 

DESKTOP SUPPORT ANALYST
Maximizes uptime and effectiveness of all com-
puter hardware, software, printers and communi-
cation devices for up to 1,500 employees. 
Provides help desk support for end-user prob-
lems by installing, confi guring, troubleshooting, 
and resolving computer hardware and software 
problems, printers, PDA’s, cell phones, and vari-
ous types of related equipment issues. Provides 
customer service and performs hands-on hard-
ware and software support.

RESPONSIBILITIES
On a day to day basis, troubleshoots and replac-
es PC hardware such as monitors, Wyse units, 
Thin Clients, laptops, and desktops. Provides and 
maintains technical solutions for hardware up-
grades, hardware disposal, asset inventory, re-
mote imaging, new hire set up, employee 
termination, relocation, remote support, etc.

REQUIREMENTS
• Strong knowledge of Microsoft products, 

(Windows XP and Windows 7, Microsoft Of-
fi ce 2007, 2010, 2013).

• Strong knowledge of computer systems and 
associated peripherals devices.

• Associates Degree or higher in an IT related 
fi eld. 

• A minimum of 2 years of actual experience in 
the desktop support fi eld.

• Candidate must be willing to relocate to be 
within 35 miles of the US Sugar Corporate 
Offi ce located in Clewiston, FL

EMAIL - Jdooley@ussugar.com

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Employment
Full Time

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
MECHANICAL SKILLS

US Sugar is seeking candidates for
Mechanical Heavy Equipment Positions

• Understand shop manuals, wiring diagrams, 
hydraulic schematics, and parts books 

• Basic operating knowledge of scanners, mul-
timeters, fl ow meters, etc.

• Perform basic engine, transmission, drive 
train, brakes, chassis, diagnosis and repairs 
on cane harvesting and industrial equipment 
including but not limited to cane elevators, 
harvesters, tractors, air compressors, and 
other support equipment

• Basic conceptual knowledge of how to safely 
inspect, maintain, diagnose/troubleshoot, in-
stall and repair either in part or in whole 
equipment such as engines, fuel systems, hy-
draulic systems, electrical systems, pneumat-
ic systems, cooling systems, A/C systems, 
transmissions (including manual, automatic, 
powershift, infi nitely variable, constantly 
variable, etc.), hydrostatic systems, gear box-
es, pumps, conveyors, fans, valves, fi nal 
drives, tracks, etc.

• Basic conceptual understanding of electronic 
engine management controls (including fuel, 
air, exhaust, emissions, etc), electronic trans-
mission controls, electronic hydraulic con-
trols, electronic HVAC controls, GPS and RTK 
guidance systems, etc. 

EMAIL: Jdooley@ussugar.com   OR
Apply Online at www.ussugar.com

DRIVERS:
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
Great Pay! Consistent 
Freight, Great Miles on 
this Regional Account. 
Werner Enterprises: 

1-855-517-2488

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

 

PROGRAMMER-ERP SYSTEMS

We are looking for a Programmer to devel-
op and support an ERP System.  With su-
pervision and supplied training, the 
candidate will participate in developing and 
implementing enhancements and modifi ca-
tions, contribute in all phases of analysis 
and design and develop processing solu-
tions utilizing .NET and ABAP programming.   
Candidate will work on an ERP team to un-
derstand business processes and technical 
requirements. Candidate will defi ne, devel-
op and implement solutions through writing 
application code [testing, debugging, and 
documentation].  Through hands-on train-
ing, acquire SAP ABAP programming skills.

Attributes
• Bachelor degree in Computer Science or 

information technology or equivalent ex-
perience is required

• 0-2 years of professional programming 
experience

• Familiarity with Systems Development 
Lifecycle of applications in an ERP sys-
tem landscape

• Experience with relational databases and 
SQL programming, Visual Studio is a 
plus

EMAIL - Jdooley@ussugar.com

We are immediately hiring 
experienced carpenters 
& fi nishers for a con-

crete construction project. 
Please contact Doug Creel 

at 305-970-9868.

Employment
Full Time

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Pets/Supplies

Available for a small 
“homing” fee. 8 weeks 
old puppies, mix be-
tween German Shep-
herd and Cataholee 
Leopard. Make great 
family pets or hunting 
dogs. Call or text Rick  
239.229.9970

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?
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Employment
Full Time



 For today’s college student, learning experiences are 
not limited just to classrooms and homework. Even the 
smallest of campuses have clubs and activities designed 
to help students reach their fullest potential. Whether by 
helping them discover their passions and strengths, con-
necting and assisting them to build relationships with 
others, or even providing them with content to add to 
their resumes, participation in student activities often 
gives students much more than they fi rst realize. 

Students who participate in extracurricular activities 
at the Edison State College Hendry Glades Center gain 
a better understanding of the inner workings of the col-
lege. They often have higher grade point averages, can 
adapt to deadlines, adhere to constructive criticism and 
are better at meeting priorities. They gain a sense of be-
longing and learn life skills that not only benefi t their 
studies but also help them build lifelong relationships 
both at the Hendry Glades Center and with fellow stu-
dents at other colleges throughout the state. Many also 
become leaders in the community.

Currently, the Hendry Glades Center has fi ve op-
portunities for students to par-
ticipate in student life: Student 
Government Association, Voices 
of Calvary, Gay-Straight Alliance, 
Science and Environmental 

Club and Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. These clubs
are available for all students with various interests and
backgrounds, giving them the chance to connect with
others. The clubs often work together to host campus
events such as Haunted Campus at Halloween and col-
lect goods for Thanksgiving baskets to share with their
fellow students who are in need.

These student clubs also extend past the doors of the
Hendry Glades Center and into the community. These
club members are always willing to lend a hand to those
in need and to bring awareness that Edison State Col-
lege is here to help. Throughout the school year, the club
members participate in various community projects to
help benefi t the Ronald McDonald House, Toys for Tots,
the Salvation Army, the Talkin’ Monkeys Project, Habitat
for Humanity, the Humane Society and the Big Red Bus.
The students often return from these projects having not
only learned something new about their community but
also about themselves.

All college students should be encouraged to become
active in their school’s student life. These activities help
them expand on what they learn in the classroom and
guide them in becoming more well-rounded adults.

Jaimee Howard is the Student Life Coordinator at the
Edison State College Hendry Glades Center.

 

RAILROAD MECHANIC
WELDER

 
US Sugar is seeking mechanics 

with experience on engines,
 transmissions, drive train, brakes, 

chassis and Hydraulic systems.  
Candidates with previous Railroad 

or Heavy Diesel experience are 
ideal.  This position also requires 
Welding experience.  Please apply 

if you can perform the 
following tasks.

 Ability to perform work on 
engines, transmissions, drive train, 
brakes, chassis, hydraulic systems.  
Be able to inspect, troubleshoot, 
complete diagnostics, and repair 
these types of systems as they 

pertain to Railroad Track 
equipment and road equipment

•Repair and Weld Frogs
•Repair and Weld Switch Points
•Repair and Weld Rail (Field Weld)

Jdooley@ussugar.com   OR
Apply online at www.ussugar.com

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
 

POSITION SUMMARY
Prepares income and balance sheet state-
ments, consolidated statements, and vari-
ous other accounting statements and 
reports. Analyzes fi nancial reports and 
records, making recommendations rela-
tive to the accounting of reserves, assets, 
and expenditures as well as reviews and 
verifi es the accuracy of journal entries 
and accounting classifi cations assigned to 
various records. Conducts special studies 
and develops or recommends accounting 
methods and procedures.

QUALIFICATION/REQUIREMENTS: 
Two to Three years of accounting experi-
ence preferred. Intermediate Microsoft 
Offi ce skills. Good interpersonal skills. Un-
derstanding of company-wide budgets 
and forecasting processes. Knowledge in 
accounting software packages and pro-
grams.

EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE: 
Bachelor’s degree in Accounting. 

Jdooley@ussugar.com

Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
Affordable 1 BR, 

2BR and 3BR 
Apartments, 

Available Energy 
effi cient appliances, 

washer/dryer 
hook ups, spacious 
fl oor plans, community 

center on site with 
computer lab for 
resident use and 

classes. From access 
to Carl Kuehner 

Community Center
educational and 
social programs.

 Must be farm or grove 
labor employed

Pay no more than 30% 
of your households
adjusted monthly 
income for rent 

and utilities.

Call Rental Offi ce at 
657-2009
Mon-Fri, 

8:00AM-5:00PM
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308
(TDD 1-800-955-8771)

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Provider 

& Employer

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

Houses - Sale

IMMOKALLE - 1015 
Palm Dr. 3BR, 2BA, 
1400 sq.ft., Almost new 
fl ooring, roof and C/Air. 
Large fenced backyard. 
Dead end street. Quiet 
n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
$ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 
(239)634-5112

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot.
Call 941-347-7171

Business & Service Directory

AUCTION

1991 USJL Boat
USJA78gAJ091

Time for a new car? Check out this auction on
March 3, 2014 at 9am

Keith’s Towing
925 E. Delaware Ave. • Immokalee, FL

(239) 657-5741

ROOFING
Metal Roofs

Re-Roofs
Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158

Lic#CCC1325950 Office: (863) 675-7045
1050 Commerce Dr. Suite B. Fax (863) 612-1158
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Student activities are more 
than just fun and games

The Immokalee Chamber of Commerce would be honored if 
you would accept our personal invitation to ride in our ”Annual Har-
vest Festival Parade” on March 29, 2014. We would like for you to
furnish your own car and your signs. If not, we can help you with
transportation and signage. 

Lineup time begins at 9 a.m. at the corner of 9th and Main
Street. 

Our parade will kick off at 10:30 a.m. You will travel down Main
Street, turning left on Jerome and right onto New Market Rd., end-
ing at the empty lot adjacent to the Immokalee Fire station. You may
throw candy if you like.

After the parade is over, we would like for you to be introduced
to our community as one of our VIPs in our Harvest Festival Parade.
We invite you to share our food, music and live entertainment - all
day!

If you need additional information, please call Mariel Romero
at 239-658-0704 or Cherryle Thomas @239-657-0080. The attire is
casual.... Western.

Please RSVP us immediately. We look forward to hearing from
you!

ICoC sends invitation to 
the Immokalee CommunityLove the earth Recycle

your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Attention all you barbecuers! Are you looking for the BBQ title?
Ready to whip out that secret sauce and one-of-a-kind technique?
Here’s your chance to shine.

The 2014 BBQ Cookoff will be Saturday, March 29, Sign up early:
February $150; March $175. The Immokalee Chamber of Com-
merce will supply the ribs and chicken - you supply the talent.

Put it all on the line for the $1,000 grand prize and beautiful fi rst
place trophy. Second prize is $250 cash with trophy; third prize $125
with trophy.

Pick up your application at the Chamber today, 1300 N. 15h
Street, Suite 2, Immokalee. (Located inside the First Bank Loan Pro-
duction Offi ce.)

Contact Mariela Romero at 239-658-0704 or email mromero@
fi rst1bank.com.

Get your barbecue on!
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 Florida Community Bank’s Immoka-
lee Team recently participated in a Meals 
of Hope event and VITA at the Guadalupe 
Center. They have made a signifi cant impact 
on the local community and we commend 
them on all their hard work. 

Florida Community Bank’s Immokalee 
Team would like to give a big thank you to 
Meals of Hope for the  “Giving Back” Initia-
tive recently held at Immokalee High School. 
It was a complete honor to serve the com-
munity alongside of some amazing partners. 
This event was a crystal clear indication of 
us coming together as partners to impact a 
community. Many organizations came to-
gether under the same roof they included:

Meals Of Hope, One By One Leadership, 
Rotary, Collier County School System, Ave 
Maria University and Community, Immoka-
lee Business Development, Immokalee Soc-
cer Pit, Florida Community Bank and G&S 
Commercial Cleaning.

It was truly a rewarding event for FCB’s 
Team to engage together and get an oppor-
tunity to see what it is like when folks come 
together with extraordinary vision to see a 
community forever impacted!

Thank you to everyone that partici-

pated!

Luis Cartagena, 

Vice President - Branch Manager 

Immokalee Florida Community Bank

Immokalee’s unwavering team commitment

 NAPLES, Fla. (Feb. 12, 2014) – Re-
cently, the Boys & Girls Club of Collier 
County was selected to be an offi cial 
partner of Payless Gives™ Shoes 4 Kids, 
an annual giving program from Payless 
ShoeSource.

Properly fi tting shoes are important for 
children’s health and development and 
a striking number of children don’t own 
a pair of shoes that fi t. Payless Gives™ 
Shoes 4 Kids is working to remedy that 
problem throughout the state of Florida. 
By helping families who struggle to pro-
vide their children with basic essentials, 
Boys & Girls Club of Collier County in 
partnering with the Payless Gives™ Shoes 
4 Kids program, hopes to relieve some of 
the stress parents feel and bring joy to as 
many children as possible.

 “Many of our members have never 
owned a pair of new shoes. We are very 
grateful to Payless ShoeSource for their 
support and our members are very excit-
ed to fi nally have shoes that fi t,“ said Col-
leen Miller, Program Director for the Boys 
& Girls Club of Collier County.

To learn more about the Boys & Girls 
Club of Collier County or to arrange a 
tour, call 239-325-1700 or visit www.bgc-
cc.com.

Local Club and 
Payless to provide 
free ghilds shoes

Submitted photo
FCB Impact Team: Sumantha Bhagwandat, Santa Nehl, Jenny Garza, Crista 
Campbell, Maria Cisneros, William Jeter, Michael Martinez, Kati Diaz, Perla 
Cardenas, Nicole Yslas, Merari Villa and Vice President Luis Cartagena.


	a01_a_main
	a02_immokaleebulletin
	a03_immokaleebulletin
	a04_immokaleebulletin
	a05_immokaleebulletin
	a06_immokaleebulletin
	a07_immokaleebulletin
	a08_immokaleebulletin

