
 Bringing its leadership posi-
tion in the US food industry to the 
widely-acclaimed partnership for 
social responsibility taking root in 
Florida’s tomato fi elds, on January 
16 Walmart joined with its Florida 
tomato suppliers and the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers (CIW) to 
strengthen and expand the ground-

breaking Fair Food Program. 
“We are truly pleased to wel-

come Walmart into the Fair Food 
Program.   No other company has 

the market strength and consumer 
reach that Walmart has,” said Cruz 
Salucio of the CIW.  “Through this 
collaboration, not only will thou-
sands of hard-working farm work-
ers see concrete improvements to 
their lives, but millions of consum-
ers will learn about the Fair Food 
Program and of a better way to buy 
fruits and vegetables grown and 
harvested here in the US.”

“Walmart and our suppliers are 
committed to strong ethical sourc-
ing standards and every day we 
work to help ensure the products 
we sell are produced in a way that 
provides fair treatment for work-
ers in our supply chain,” said Tom 
Leech, senior vice president of 
Global Food Sourcing for Walmart.  

“Our participation in the Fair Food 
Program combined with long term 
supply agreements with our suppli-
ers will ensure that our customers 
get great products at great prices 
from suppliers that are working 
to improve the lives of their work-
ers.“

By joining forces with its Florida 
tomato suppliers and the CIW, Wal-
mart’s involvement will strengthen 
and expand the existing Program’s 
impact on farmworkers, and dem-
onstrate the company’s continued 
commitment to the Florida tomato 
industry as a whole.  As part of the 
agreement, Walmart will work with 
CIW on the following objectives:

DRIVE A NEW 2014 FUSION SE 
FOR ONLY $199 PER MONTH*
36 month lease with approved credit through Ford Credit. $2529 plus tax, title, & license due at sign-
ing. Includes first month payment, $0 security deposit, acquisition fee, &  capitalized cost reduction. 

*Stock #14C64. 20 cent per mile over 10500 per year. Includes $1000 RCL Bonus Cash. See dealer for details.
More to choose from with similar savings. Image is for illustration purposes only. Offer ends 01/31/14.
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Residents at a recent meeting were in favor of a “big box’ store 
like Walmart opening in Immokalee.
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Submitted photo
Walmart representatives John Amaya (left), Tom Leech (cen-
ter) and CIW’s Lucas Benitez look on as CIW’s Gerardo Reyes 
Chavez (far right) signs historic agreement at a Lipman Pro-
duce farm outside of Immokalee.

Immokaleans weigh in on Big Box store coming to town
 Immokalee residents appear 

to overwhelmingly favor the pros-
pects of a major “big box” store 
- rumored to be a Walmart - es-
tablishing a large footprint in the 
community. 

Collier County’s Growth Man-
agement Division held a formal 
public information meeting on the 
proposal January 13 and over 500 
Immokaleans showed up to voice 
support for the development. So 
many people, in fact, the room 
scheduled for the event could not 
contain them all and the meeting 
was moved to larger facilities. 

The Immokalee Community 
Redevelopment Agency’s (CRA) 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
(CAC) heard last week about the 
proposal and committee mem-
bers and members of the public 
had plenty of questions and plenty 
of opinions about the idea. 

“I would say 99 percent of the 
residents (at the Monday meet-

ing) were in favor of the propos-
als,” said Immokalee CRA Ex-
ecutive Director Bradley Muckel. 
“They cheered loudly when the 
presentation turned to creating 
300 jobs.”

Barron Collier Investments, a 
subdivision of the Barron Collier 
Companies, has applied to Collier 
County’s Growth Management 
Division, specifi cally its Planning 
and Zoning Department, for a 
zoning change that will allow “a 
large format retailer” to be built 
on the corner of Westclox Road 
and State Road 29 at the northern 
edge of Immokalee across from 
New Market Road and just south 
of and across SR 29 from the Isa-
bel Collier Reid Medical Center 
campus. 

The request is to expand across 
SR 29 a commercial district now 
on the east side of SR 29 to include 
nearly 25 acres north of Westclox 
for what is described as a 162,000 

square foot large format retailer.  
“It could be a single building or 
a series of buildings,” explained 
Wayne Arnold of Grady Minor & 
Associates. “It’s not specifi ed (in 
the zoning request application) 
but it is modeled to be a single 
store.” 

He said the developers believe 
a large format retailer could be 
supported by the population of 
Immokalee, particularly when 
combined with the populations of 
nearby Lehigh Acres, LaBelle, Ave 
Maria and the Northern Golden 
Gates Estates. 

“Remember what happened 
to Clewiston when Walmart came 
in?” asked Immokalee resident 
Donna Yzaguirre.

“We must open Immokalee to 
economic development,” insisted 
CRA CAC Chairman Mike Facun-
do. “There is nothing wrong with 
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by Eric Kopp
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

MUSE — A Glades County man is in fed-
eral custody following his arrest for alleg-
edly selling a deadly toxin to an undercover 
agent with Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI).

According to a criminal complaint fi led 
by HSI Special Agent L. Martino and FBI Spe-
cial Agent B.H. Zartman, two vials of the le-
thal toxin abrin were purchased from Jesse 
William Korff, 19, for $2,500. The exchange 
was made around 2:10 p.m. Jan. 15 at a rest 
stop located at I-75 Exit 139 at Luckett Road, 
some 10 miles from Fort Myers.

Korff was subsequently arrested on 
charges of possession and transfer of a toxin 
for use as a weapon, and smuggling goods 
from the United States. He will eventually be 
taken to Newark, N.J., where he will be held 
for trial.

He will be held in New Jersey because 
that is where the undercover agent was 
when arrangements were reportedly being 
made to purchase the abrin. The agent had 
apparently told Korff he was going to take 
the abrin to Canada.

This investigation began in April of 2013 
when HSI agents began an investigation of 
illicit sales activity on a website known as 
Black Market Reloaded (BMR).

The BMR website allows vendors and 
buyers who are users of the site to conduct 
anonymous transactions online involving 
the sale of a variety of illegal and harmful 
goods, stated the complaint. These goods 
can include, but are not limited to: biologi-
cal agents; toxins; chemicals; fi rearms; am-
munition; explosives; controlled substances; 
and counterfeit goods.

According to the complaint, BMR main-
tained an “.onion” web address on the Tor 
network throughout the HSI’s investiga-
tion. From about June 2013 through about 
December 2013, Korff maintained a seller’s 
profi le on BMR which he used to advertise 
the illicit goods, continued the complaint.

Korff allegedly told the undercover agent 
the vials would be hidden inside of two 
candles and, because of that, could be safely 
transported to Canada. The complaint de-
tails how Korff would bore out the center of 
a candle then insert the vials.

The complaint then details how Korff 
explained to the undercover agent how he 
would then “... melt the wax I dug out and 

pour it over the vial and make a fl at surface 
on the top so it looks like a regular candle.”

He reportedly went on to tell the agent 
that no precautions were necessary when 
handling the candle. He then cautioned the 
potential buyer that when it came time to 
actually handle the abrin, gloves should be 
worn, added the complaint.

He then went on to advise the agent that 
because abrin is about the color of light rum 
or whiskey, it would be best to put it in a 
cola soft drink, or a shot of rum or whiskey.

Korff then said alcohol “... would prob-
ably be the best because you know they will 
drink all of it and they will start to feel fl u-like 
symptoms in 48 hours then it will progres-
sively get worse until they die by the fourth 
day,” indicated the complaint.

According to the complaint, the candles 
were placed in a bag from a nearby McDon-
ald’s then left in some bushes at the drop 
site. The undercover agent then went to the 
bushes, picked up the McDonald’s bag and 
left his payment.

While under surveillance, other agents 
watched as Korff allegedly returned to the 
drop site and picked up the cash.

Abrin is found in the seeds of the rosary 
pea plant. It is a white-to-yellowish white 
powder that can be released into the air, 
used to contaminate water or food, and can 
be released as an aerosol into an outdoors 
setting and can be used to contaminate agri-
cultural products.
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• Expand the Fair Food Program beyond 
Florida to its tomato purchases from partici-
pating  Florida-based growers with opera-
tions outside the state during the summer 
harvest season;

•  Reward those Florida tomato suppliers 
whose operations best refl ect the principles 
of the Fair Food Program with longer term 
purchase commitments;

• Work over time to expand the Fair Food 
Program to other crops beyond tomatoes in 
its produce supply chain;

• Work with its Florida tomato suppliers 
to build the current Fair Food Premium di-
rectly into Walmart’s cost for Florida toma-
toes, with the growers continuing to pass 
on the Fair Food bonus to their workers as 
part of the established, traceable payment 
system that is monitored by the Fair Food 
Standards Council;

• Support the CIW and its participat-
ing Florida tomato suppliers to eventually 
achieve a higher, more sustainable bucket 
rate paid to workers for harvesting toma-
toes. This change will streamline the fi nan-
cial foundation of the Fair Food Program to 
focus resources on raising the bar for ethical 
farm labor conditions beyond the Florida to-
mato industry. 

The majority of Walmart’s Florida to-
mato suppliers currently participate in the 
Fair Food Program, and on those farms this 
agreement will take effect this season. The 
CIW will work with Walmart and its remain-

ing suppliers over the coming season to de-
velop the systems and practices necessary 
to bring them online by the beginning of 
the 2014 season.  All of Walmart’s Florida 
tomato suppliers will be subject to audits by 
the Fair Food Standards Council and to the 
Fair Food Program’s worker complaint reso-
lution mechanism.

The Fair Food Program has been recog-
nized by the White House as “one of the 
most successful and innovative programs” 
for social responsibility today.  It was re-
cently singled out for its effectiveness by the 
United Nations Working Group on Business 
and Human Rights, and in October was 
awarded the prestigious Roosevelt Institute 
Freedom from Want Medal. 

It combines an extensive, on-the-farm 
worker education program with a unique 
set of labor standards and rigorous enforce-
ment mechanisms to create the most ad-
vanced program of its kind in the US agri-
cultural industry.   

United Nations Working Group on Busi-
ness and Human Rights on the CIW/Wal-
mart agreement:

“We are here to support the Immokalee 
workers and the Fair Food Program, which 
offers such promise for us all,” said Alex-
andra Guáqueta, chair of the UN Working 
Group on Business and Human Rights. “It’s 
great to see the world’s biggest retailer, Wal-
mart, join this kind of ground-breaking ac-
countability arrangement.”

In particular, the Working Group noted 
the Fair Food Program’s “smart mix” of tools. 
“It combines law enforcement with rules 
agreed to by the parties which go beyond 
existing regulation. Together these deliver 
respect for human rights and better living 
standards for workers”, noted Ms. Guá-
queta. “Workers are consulted, they lead on 
peer education on human rights, and exist-
ing US labor laws are upheld. Furthermore, 
the Program includes market incentives 
for growers and retailers, monitoring poli-
cies and, crucially, a robust and accessible 
mechanism to resolve complaints and pro-
vide remedy. Workers have no fear of retali-
ation if they identify problems.”

The Working Group noted that the Fair 
Food Program is closely aligned with the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights, endorsed by States at the UN Human 
Rights Council in 2011. “We are eager to see 
whether the Fair Food Program is able to le-
verage further change within participating 
businesses, and serve as a model elsewhere 
in the world,” added Ms. Guáqueta.

From the CIW website

Looking for extra 
income? 

The Immokalee Bulletin is seeking a sales 
minded individual to call on area business-
es. 

Primary responsibilities include develop-
ing relationships with local businesses and 
educating them on the advertising solutions 
offered by the Bulletin and our sister paper, 
the Caloosa Belle. 

This is a sales position with commission. 
Part-time or full time will be considered for 
the right individual. Please contact Patty 
Brant at pbrant@newszap.com

Fair Food
Continued From Page 1

having healthy competition.”
Long time Immokalee Floyd Crews 

agreed. 
“The only way we can have economic 

development is to have shovel-ready land,” 
Crews said. “This is shovel ready land.” 

The advisory committee will decide in 
February to support or oppose the devel-
opment. In the meantime, Arnold said, the 
county process is moving forward, slowly, 
but forward. The Collier County Planning 
Commission, an appointed advisory group 
to the Collier County Commission on land 
use and zoning proposals may take up the 
request in the spring. 

From the CRA website

Big Box
Continued From Page 2

LaBelle man faces federal charges



 NAPLES, Fla. (Jan. 13, 2014) – Vergina on 
Fifth Avenue is hosting a Dine & Donate day 
to benefi t The Immokalee Foundation Mon-
day, Feb. 3, from 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Ten percent of the day’s proceeds will 
benefi t TIF’s mission of building pathways 
to success for the children of Immokalee.

Vergina, located at 700 5th Avenue South 
in the heart of Naples, fuses new Italian-in-
spired cuisine by Italian-born Executive Chef 
Marco Corricelli. The restaurant features au-
thentic Mediterranean culinary art, romantic 
décor and wonderful open air ambiance. 
The culinary team purchases the freshest in-
gredients to create gourmet pastas and spe-
cialty dishes with a strong emphasis on sea-
food supplied by local fi shermen. The Bar at 
Vergina features live entertainment nightly.

Reservations are limited and must be 
made in advance by calling 239-659-7008 or 

visiting www.verginarestaurant.com.
The Immokalee Foundation has a range 

of programs that focus on building path-
ways to success through college and post-
secondary training, mentoring and tutoring, 
and opportunities for broadening experi-
ences, life skills development and economic 
independence. To learn more about TIF, 
volunteering as a mentor or for additional 
information, call 239-430-9122 or visit www.
immokaleefoundation.org.

HERE’S MY CARD
Keep the number of these locally owned businesses on 

hand for all of your service & shopping needs.

Put your card in this space 
for six weeks for 

Only $90!
Call us at 239-657-6000

or e-mail 
cbadsales@newszap.com

for more info

FAMILY DENTAL
CARE GROUP

K.S. Parmar D.D.S.

• Exams • Cleanings • X-Rays
• Crowns • Bridges

• Root Canals • Extractions
• Tooth Whitening & Fillings

• Complete & Partial Dentures
• Braces for Children & Adults

Tuesday from 4:30 to 7
Saturday from 10 to 3

6A, 1013 Main St • Immokalee
(In Kemp Plaza)

(239) 658-1220
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by Maribel De Armas
I spend a lot of time dur-

ing our weekly time together 
applauding student achieve-
ment, both in and out of the 
classroom. And there’s noth-
ing wrong with that...we are a 
school district after all and at 
the end of the day it’s all about 
the kids. But student achieve-
ment would not be possible 
without some very special 
people – our teachers – the 
frontlines in the classroom.  
Just recently, The Education 
Foundation - Champions For Learning an-
nounced the Golden Apple Teacher Rec-
ognition Program’s 2013-2014 Teachers of 
Distinction. Twenty-six Collier County Pub-
lic School teachers received surprise class-
room visits with this special news.  From 
one teacher saying, “Who, me?”, to goose 
bumps and tears felt by another, to yet an-
other thinking, “Wow, is this really happen-
ing?”, the reactions across the board were 
quite happy ones. I touched base with our 
fi ve Immokalee-area Teachers of Distinc-
tion to get their reactions and here’s what 
I heard.

What does being named a Teacher of 
Distinction mean to you?

William Staros (Highlands Elementary 
School 4th grade teacher): “I look at this 
recognition as validation for the work each 
teacher does for students. Recognitions like 
this one bring the focus back to the class-
room and the exciting ideas and activities 
that go on within our four walls.” 

Regina Bale (Eden Park Elementary 
School 5th grade teacher): “Even though I 
am in the early stages of my career, this hon-
or shows that I am on the right course. Help-
ing my students achieve through innovative 
classroom strategies is working and sharing 
these ideas with colleagues will help stu-
dents beyond my classroom.”  (Side note: 
Regina’s teaching method revolves around a 
classroom reality show).

Kathryn Doyle (Lake Trafford Elemen-
tary School 6th grade teacher): “This award 
reinforces my efforts to use my talents and 
display a real love of teaching to my students 
each and every day.” 

What inspires you to teach?
William Staros: “I am inspired by the stu-

dents and their stories. Like a good novel, 

each of my students 
has a personal story 
and a potential within 
them just waiting to 
be released. I look 
forward each day to 
unlocking that poten-
tial and being there to 
support them through 
their successes and 
troubles.” 

Melanie Boswell 
(Lake Trafford El-
ementary School ESE 
teacher): “Without a 

doubt, students inspire me to teach. Watch-
ing them enjoy learning, love coming to 
school, setting and reaching goals for them-
selves, and having a ‘dream’ for the rest of 
their lives keeps me excited about teaching 
every day.” 

Frederick Rimmler (Immokalee High 
School physics teacher): “I have always 
been fascinated with understanding how 
things work. Teaching physics allows me to 
share something that I enjoy and to, hope-
fully, spread some of that interest to my stu-
dents.” 

Kathryn Doyle: “Teaching has never felt 
like a ‘job’ to me. Working with children 
every day and having the opportunity to not 
only contribute to their learning and grow-
ing, but also having the occasion to impact 
so many lives in a positive way – there’s no 
other fi eld or profession I would rather be 
associated with because of the abundant joy 
I have experienced.” 

From what I hear, student reactions in 
the classrooms that received surprise visits 
were quite exciting as well.  From “I knew it 
would be you all along,” “This is awesome,” 
“Yay! Ms. Boswell did it!” and a few well-
placed “yippee” exclamations, it was obvi-
ous that the students were proud.  As Mr. 
Rimmler states, “It wasn’t just that a teacher 
from their school had made it, it was that 
their teacher made it.”

All of the Teachers of Distinction will 
move forward in the Golden Apple selection 
process which will end with fi ve of the teach-
ers being selected to receive a Golden Apple.  
The Teachers of Distinction and the Golden 
Apple recipients will then be honored at the 
24th Annual Golden Apple Celebration of 
Teachers Dinner on May 9, 2014.  Congratu-
lations and good luck to each teacher!

Students First Dine and donate for the 
Immokalee Foundation
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Submitted photo
PACE girls and staff are thrilled and grateful to Arthrex for its $25,000 contribu-
tion $25,000 to PACE Center for Girls in Immokalee. Pictured from left: Cindy 
Obrecht, Donna Brown, Marianne Kearns, Cheryl McDonnell and Gayle Nel-
son.

The schedule for winter ranger-led ac-
tivities at Big Cypress National Preserve 
has been released. Enhance your under-
standing and enjoyment of the national 
preserve by taking part in a swamp-walk, 
talk, guided canoe trip, and more. Now 
is a great time to get outside and explore 
the national preserve and see its wildlife. 
This season’s ranger-led activities will run 
through April 13.

Ranger-led programs are offered at vari-
ous locations and cover a wide range of 
topics, including: plants, animals, human 
history, and more. All ranger-led programs 
are free. Check the schedule posted at visi-
tor centers and bulletin boards throughout 
Big Cypress for times, places, and subject.

Visitors are reminded to be prepared 
when participating in ranger-led activities, 

especially guided hikes. Sturdy foot wear, 
such as closed-toed shoes is essential for 
hiking in the swamp. Bring plenty of water 
and food for the length of the hike. Weath-
er can change quickly, so be prepared by 
bringing rain gear. Children are welcome 
at all interpretive programs, but must be 
accompanied by an adult.

To make reservations, please call 239-
695-4758. Reservations are accepted up to 
14 days in advance of the activity date.

For more information on activities go 
to - http://www.nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/
ranger-led-activities.htm

Don’t forget the Swamp Heritage Fes-
tival on Saturday, December 7. Check out 
the associated events at - http://www.nps.
gov/bicy/swampheritagefestival.htm

Get out and explore!

 Arthrex, a global medical device compa-
ny and leader in new product development 
and medical education in orthopaedics 
headquartered in Naples, Florida, presented 
a $25,000 check to PACE Center for Girls, 
Immokalee.  A portion of the funds has been 
earmarked for sponsorship of the annual 
PACE Believing in Girls Luncheon to be held 
at the Naples Hilton on February 13, 2014.

“We are honored to count Arthrex 
among our Community Partners” said Exec-
utive Director Marianne Kearns.  “Their on-
going support of PACE and our mission has 
been critical in allowing us to help change 
the lives of hundreds of at-risk girls in Collier 
County.”  

According to Cindy Obrecht, a mem-
ber of the Arthrex Charitable Committee, 
“Several of our employees have personally 
toured the PACE Center in Immokalee and 
have seen fi rst-hand what a life-changing dif-
ference this program makes in the lives of 

these young girls.   As a corporation, we not 
only want to make positive contributions to 
the fi eld of medicine, but also to the local 
communities we serve.” 

PACE Center for Girls, Inc. is a non-resi-
dential juvenile delinquency prevention and 
intervention program targeting the unique 
needs of girls, ages 12 to 18, who face chal-
lenges such as physical and sexual abuse, 
domestic violence, substance abuse, foster 
care, neglect, death of a parent, family his-
tory of incarceration and declining grades. 
At PACE, girls fi nd a supportive environment 
focusing on their strengths through a gen-
der-responsive approach that centers on the 
emotional and physical safety of each girl.  
As a result, PACE reduces the signifi cant long 
term costs associated with teen pregnancy, 
substance abuse, unemployment, and long 
term economic dependency.  For more in-
formation, visit www.pacecenter.org/collier.

PACE receives $25,000 
contribution from Arthrex

Apply now for school choice 
or out-of-zone

Parents – if you are seeking to have your 
student attend a school other that the one 
he or she is zoned for, it’s time for you to 
submit a Collier County Public Schools Out-
of-Zone or School Choice request. Parents 
of students who are currently in either pro-
gram must reapply. Approval is based on 
space available at each school, and school 

bus service is not available in either case.
For priority consideration, School Choice 

applications must be submitted any time 
during January.

You may apply for either application on-
line at http://www.collierschools.com/par-
ents/zoninginfo.asp. For further questions or 
to submit documents: Email: zoninginfo@
collierschools.com Phone: 239-377-0540 • 
FAX: 239-377-0506 Mail: Lisa Roa/Student 
Relations at 5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, FL, 
34109.

Community Brief



NAPLES, Fla. (Jan. 15, 2014) – The job 
of a mentor is an important one, and this 
month, The Immokalee Foundation takes 
part in a month-long celebration and out-
reach campaign to promote and encourage 
mentoring. Now in its 12th year, National 
Mentoring Month spotlights the importance 
of mentors and the need for every child to 
have the guidance of a caring adult and 
proper role model in their life.

Created in 2002 by the Harvard School of 
Public Health and MENTOR: The National 
Mentoring Partnership, National Mentoring 
Month focuses national attention on the 
need for mentors, as well as how individu-
als, businesses, schools, nonprofi ts and the 
community can work together to increase 
the number of mentors to ensure positive 
outcomes for young people.

Since 2001, The Immokalee Foundation 
has matched volunteer mentors with quali-
fi ed seventh-, eighth- and ninth-grade stu-
dents from Immokalee Middle School and 
Immokalee High School through its scholar-
ship and mentoring program, Take Stock in 
Children, which makes it possible for at-risk 
students in the community to reach aca-
demic and personal success. Those students 
who successfully fulfi ll their required pledge 
to earn good grades, exhibit good behavior 
and meet weekly with a personal mentor 
are awarded a full college scholarship upon 
high school graduation.

The role of a mentor is crucial and can be 
life changing – for both the mentor and the 
mentee. Manny Touron, a former Immokalee 
principal and a long-time supporter of The 
Immokalee Foundation, began mentoring 
about seven years ago. He currently mentors 
two Immokalee High School students, Ga-
brielle Velazco, a sophomore, and Eduardo 
Arsi, a senior. He said now, he can’t imagine 
not doing it. “It’s such a rejuvenating and re-
warding experience. The students do more 
for me than I could ever do for them.”

Liz Allbritten, executive director of The 
Immokalee Foundation, said more than 80 
community volunteers from Lee and Col-
lier counties currently mentor students in 
Immokalee, but more are needed, “Mentor-

ing is so powerful; we can literally change 
lives by helping these students realize their 
value and potential.”

Students raised in Immokalee face a 
bleak future with a low graduation rate and 
lack of opportunities, as evidenced by the 
80 percent high school graduation rate. Last 
year 100 percent of the students inducted 
into TIF’s TSIC program graduated from high 
school and continued their post-secondary 
education. Allbritten said much of this suc-
cess can be attributed to the hard work and 
dedication of the volunteer mentors, “They 
help these kids see the possibilities for the 
future. We couldn’t do what we do without 
them.”

A volunteer mentor meets with a stu-
dent once per week throughout the school 
year, offering them support, guidance and 
encouragement. By devoting as little as one 
hour per week, mentors can make a differ-
ence by helping a child build a solid founda-
tion of values, establish goals and improve 
their academic and life skills, while develop-
ing their self-esteem and confi dence.

Allbritten said that to make it more conve-
nient and cut down on travel time for men-
tors, they can now meet with the students 
after school or the students can Skype with 
their mentor at TIF offi ces.

Volunteers must complete a program 
application, clear a background screening, 
attend new mentor orientation and partici-
pate in quarterly training. Mentors must also 
believe in the importance of education, be 
enthusiastic and have a positive attitude and 
strong desire to make a difference in the life 
of a child.

Carol Medea currently mentors Mikaella 
Beldor, now in her senior year at Immokalee 
High School. Medea began mentoring three 
years ago and said she gets just as much 
out of the experience as the students, “As a 
mother, I’m especially grateful that my own 
children got an education and have been 
successful in their lives. I wanted to be able 
to give back and give someone else that 
same opportunity.”

Medea said over the years, she has 
watched Beldor evolve from a quiet, polite 

and shy girl to a blossoming young woman. 
This past year, she has helped Beldor with 
college applications, but it’s not always 
about academics, “It’s about letting them 
know they have a friend they can talk to and 
count on.”

Touron agrees, adding that one of the 
most important criteria for being a mentor is 
having the ability to listen and share, “Some-
times the students just need someone to sit 
down and listen; to know that for the next 
45 minutes or so, they have your undivided 

attention. You are there for them and no-
body else.”

The Immokalee Foundation has a range 
of programs that focus on building path-
ways to success through college and voca-
tional school, mentoring and tutoring, and 
opportunities for broadening experiences 
and life skills development. 

To learn more about volunteering as a 
mentor or for additional information, call 
239-430-9122 or visit www.immokaleefoun-
dation.org.

Southwest Florida’s full-service eye center with 12 convenient 
locations utilizing current technology by our team of 19 
experienced doctors–now in a new location. Call or visit today!

Diabetic Retinopathy Prevention & Treatment
Macular Degeneration Treatments • Cataract Surgery
LASIK Vision Corrections • Blepharoplasty  (Eyelid Lifts)
Glaucoma • Eye Exams • Optical Shop & Contacts

NEW! - 1320 N 15th St, Immokalee
239.657.4486
 
Main Clinic and SurgiCare Center
4101 Evans Ave, Fort Myers  
239.939.3456

www.ecof.com

www.ecof.com
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National Mentoring Month spotlights the importance of mentors

Submitted photos
John and Kate Henry, Jesus Velazco, Elisa Velazco, Manny Touron at TSIC grad-
uation ceremony.

Submitted photos
Ann Stallkamp mentoring Ilbia Perez.



Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions

HUGE AUCTION: 
Farm, Ranch,
Construction  

Equipment, Misc.
Tools

SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1, 9AM

Now Accepting
Consignments
Frank E Land, 

Auctioneer
www.landauctionservice.com

Lee Civic Center
11831 Bayshore Rd.

Enter at Gate 2
Old Bayshore Rd

N. Ft. Myers, 
FL 333917

(239) 936-4121

AB2084/AU2814

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Lost

9 HEAD OF CATTLE 8 
Black Angus & 1 Char-
lois, Missing since Jan. 
13th or Jan 14th. be-
tween Witt Rd. & 375 
Hendry Isles Blvd., half 
a mile off State Rd. 80. 
$3,000 Reward. 
(863)228-2856 or 
(561)261-0363

Special Notice

ATTENTION
All employees of the following companies:

LFC Agricultural Services, Inc. and
LFC Management Services, Inc.

aka LIPMAN (formally Six L’s)

You may pick up your 2013 W-2 from 
8:00am to 5:00pm beginning on 

Thursday, January 23, 2014
at the following location:

Lipman HR/Payroll Department
306 East Main Street, Immokalee, Florida

If you have any questions please
call the HR/Payroll Department
239-657-4421 extension 3238

Employment
Full Time

DRIVERS:
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
Great Pay! Consistent 
Freight, Great Miles on 
this Regional Account. 
Werner Enterprises: 

1-855-517-2488

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Special Notice

Employment
Full Time

ADVERTISING SALES REP WANTED FOR 

IMMOKALEE BULLETIN/CALOOSA BELLE

We are looking for an energetic and dynamic ad-
vertising sales associate to call on area businesses in 
Western Hendry County and the Immokalee area/
Eastern Collier County area .  Full or part-time pos-
sible.   Primary responsibilities include developing 
relationships with local businesses and educating 
them on the entire range of print and digital adver-
tising products offered by our company.  The sales 
representative will focus on developing advertising 
solutions for new and inactive accounts.  This is an 
outside sales position with commission and requires 
a valid driver’s license, reliable transportation, and 
basic computer skills including social media.   Ad-
vertising sales experience not required but highly 
desirable.    

Please send resume to Patty Brant 
at pbrant@newszap.com 

and Dale Conyers 
at dconyers@newszap.com

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Employment
Full Time

Immokalee Child 
Care Center 

has an opening for a 
TEACHER position. 
Must have a C.D.A. 

or a two year degree in 
Early Childhood. 
Email resume to: 

Immokaleechild@aol.com

Employment
Part Time

WE ARE HIRING 
EXPERIENCED 

JANITORIAL PEOPLE IN 
LABELLE, FLORIDA. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CALL 

239-707-2140. 
ERICA MARTINEZ/ 

VANGUARD JANITORI-
AL SERVICES.

Employment
Full Time

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Computer/
Supplies

Dell - Desktop PC w/fl at 
screen etc. Just $60 & 
up  Laptops $125 & up 
All are like new & guar-
anteed to work Call 
Tony 239-247-4839. 

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Miscellaneous

W-2 FORM PICK UP

Attention all 
employees of the 

following 
companies

LFC Agricultural 
Services, Inc.

and
LFC Management 

Services, Inc.
aka LIPMAN 

(formally Six L’s)

You may pick up your
2013 W-2 from 
8 a.m to 5 p.m.

beginning on Thursday, 
January 23, 2014 at 

the following location:
Lipman HR/Payroll 

Department
306 East Main Street
Immokalee, Florida

If you have any 
questions please 

call the HR/Payroll 
Depart.

239-657-4421
extension 3238

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
Affordable 2BR and 

3BR Apartments, 

Handicap Unit 
Available Energy 

effi cient appliances, 
washer/dryer 

hook ups, spacious 
fl oor plans, community 

center on site with 
computer lab for 
resident use and 

classes. From access 
to Carl Kuehner 

Community Center
educational and 
social programs.

 Must be farm or grove 
labor employed

Pay no more than 30% 
of your households
adjusted monthly 
income for rent 

and utilities.

Call Rental Offi ce at 
657-2009
Mon-Fri, 

8:00AM-5:00PM
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308
(TDD 1-800-955-8771)

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Provider 

& Employer

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

2 & 3 BR/1BATH

All appliances &
low deposit. 

$450 & up.

Call (239)777-2788

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

Investment Property

RENTAL PROPERTY

23 UNITS

Owner Finance

Call (239)300-1221

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot.
Call 941-347-7171
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READING A
NEWSPAPER
MAKES YOU A
MORE INFORMED
AND INTERESTING 
PERSON.

No wonder newspaper 
readers are more popular!

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.



Democrats to meet
The Democratic Club of Immokalee will 

meet on Tuesday, January 28, at 6:45 p.m., at 
Mi Ranchito, 710 W. Main Street, (239) 657-
1766. The club will be discussing the 2014 
elections from governor to school board and 
topics concerning Immokalee. The meetings 
are open to all.

Fishing tournament
The fi rst Neal J Hull Fishing Tournament, 

benefi tting His Vision Our Hands, will be 
held February 8 at Lake Trafford. Cash priz-
es: fi rst place $1,500; second place $750; 
third place $250; big bass $250.

Entry fee $80 per boat (two man team). 
Entries accepted until February 8. Register at 
the marina starting a 6 a.m. Shotgun start 7 
a.m. weigh in at 3 p.m. Make checks payable 
to: His Vision Our Hands, P.O. Box 2007, La-
Belle, FL 33975. www.hisvisionourhands.
org. Find them on Facebook.

Tournament contact: Robbie Hull 239-
217-2565 or Scott Wegscheid 863-673-4630.

Little Mr. and Miss Tomato
Vote for Little Mr. and Miss Tomato for the 

Harvest Festival. One penny equals one vote. 
Open for all children 0-5 years old. Winners 
will receive a grand prize. Pick up your appli-

cations at the Immokalee Chamber of Com-
merce offi ce, 1300 N. 15th Street (inside the 
First Bank Loan Production Offi ce), starting 
the fi rst week of February.

Participants will start collecting votes the 
fi rst week of February up until the third week 
of March. All jars will need to be turned in by 
5 p.m. Monday, March 17, in order to be eli-
gible to enter the contest.

Winners will be announced on stage at 
the Harvest Festival Pageant to be held Sat-
urday, March 22, at the I.H.S. auditorium at 
7 p.m. Tickets on pre-sale are $5 each or 
$7 at the door. Contact Mariela Romero at 
mromero@fi rst1bank.com or 239-658-0704 

or 239-692-2178.

Revival coming
Allen Chapel will host its 2014 Winter 

Revival soon. Apostle Gregory Ford and the 

First Assembly Cornerstone family will be in 

the house. This man of God has a right now 

word for you in his mouth. This great minis-

try event will be held January 23-25 (Thurs.-

Sat.) at 7 p.m., nightly.

If you absolutely cannot attend and have 

a prayer request, you can send it to Rev. Lori 

Snell and they will pray over it during the 

nights of the revival.

 
TEMPORARY SAFETY INTERN   

$15 Per Hour

Position Summary:  This is a tempo-
rary, part-time, day shift position, work-
ing independently or in a team, 
conducting safety and environmental 
health program audits, and write, review, 
modify, and suggest new programs or 
modifi cations. 

Essential Duties: 
  

• Assist with the implementation of EHS 
initiatives and strategies to reduce em-
ployee risk and Company liability, in-
cluding, but not limited to, the areas 
of: OSHA, FDEP, Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration (FRA), ergonomics, injury 
/ illness reduction, hazard communica-
tion, environmental, emergency pre-
paredness, general employee safety, 
LOTO, confi ned space entry, and con-
tractor safety. 

• Ensures that Sugar Manufacturing’s 
policies and procedures conform to, 
and are in compliance with, all federal, 
state and local regulations.  

• Verifi es that all EHS policies, proce-
dures, and practices are reviewed on 
an annual basis, or as changes and 
updates are required by practices or 
regulation, and are implemented in a 
safe and timely manner. 

• Perform compliance audits of safety 
programs and documentation. 

• Analyze work functions, including the 
use of Job Safety Analyses, to improve 
safety, environmental, and ergonomic 
polices.  

• Conduct and document safety orienta-
tion for new employees and contrac-
tors. 

Qualifi cations: 

• Must be currently enrolled in, or re-
cently graduated from, an academic 
program involving one of the following 
(or closely related) disciplines: Engi-
neering (including Mechanical, Civil, 
Safety, or Environmental), Occupation-
al Safety, Industrial Hygiene, or Ergo-
nomics.  

• Demonstrate strong organizational and 
effective time management skills.  

• Profi ciency in Microsoft Offi ce applica-
tions, with an emphasis on Word and 
Excel to create professional looking 
publications, charts, graphs, and re-
ports. 

 
EMAIL: Jdooley@ussugar.com 

 OR

Apply online at www.ussugar.com
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SENIOR FINANCIAL ANALYST

Coordinates, develops and prepares operating 
and capital budgets and forecasts. Prepares 
monthly fi nancial performance reports including 
variance analyses, cost/volume variances, labor 
reports, etc.  Analyzes results and trends and 
communicates concerns to management. Per-
forms ad hoc analyses such as capital budgeting 
and other ROI models.

 REQUIREMENTS

 Three plus years of previous fi nancial analysis 
experience. Bachelor’s degree in Finance or Ac-
counting. Strong Excel skills including Pivot Ta-
bles, V-lookup, MS Query, macros, etc. 
Experience in fi nancial ERP systems 
(SAP/BPC/BW preferred). Previous experience in 
developing and implementing operating and 
capital budgets. Experience in manufacturing en-
vironment highly preferred.

 
United States Sugar Corporation is one of Ameri-
ca’s largest diversifi ed, privately-held agribusi-
ness fi rms. The company is headquartered on 
the southern shore of Florida’s Lake Okeecho-
bee. In addition to growing, milling and refi ning 
cane sugar, U.S. Sugar owns a short line railroad 
and its Southern Gardens subsidiary is one of 
Florida’s foremost producers and processors of 
oranges and orange juice products.

EMAIL:
Jdooley@ussugar.com

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

Business & Service Directory

AUCTION

1998 Ford
1FBSS31S3WHB97054

Time for a new car? Check out this auction on
February 3, 2014 at 9am

Keith’s Towing
925 E. Delaware Ave. • Immokalee, FL

(239) 657-5741

ROOFING
Metal Roofs

Re-Roofs
Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158

Lic#CCC1325950 Office: (863) 675-7045
1050 Commerce Dr. Suite B. Fax (863) 612-1158

Dwight Brock, Clerk of the Circuit Court

in Collier County, announced 2 FREE pub-

lic seminars for Winter 2014. The seminars

will be held in cooperation with the Collier

County Public Library and the library is cur-

rently accepting registrations.  Pre-registra-

tion is required. 

Tuesday, February 11, 2-4 p.m. – 

Searching Public Records Using CollierClerk.

com, South Regional Library on Lely Cultur-

al Blvd (239) 252-7542

Thursday, March 6, 2-4 p.m. – Residen-

tial Tenant Evictions,  Headquarters Library

on Orange Blossom Drive (239) 593- 0177.

To pre-register, call the library telephone

number listed above or register online at:

http://host.evanced.info/collier/evanced/

eventcalendar.asp?ag=&et=&dt=mo&df=

calendar&cn=0&private=0&ln=ALL

Detailed descriptions are available at 

http://www.collierclerk.com/resource-

library/pdf/press-release/2014-free-public-

seminars-announced

Sign up early to reserve a seat for these

popular and informative public programs!

Clerk plans 
winter seminars

 EThe Collier County Public Schools 
(CCPS) Head Start Program will begin reg-
istering children for the 2014-2015 school 
year on February 7, 2014.  Head Start is a 
high quality early childhood program that 
serves eligible children whose families 
meet low income guidelines. To be eligible, 
a child must be four years old by Septem-
ber 1st of the current year.

Registration will occur at various 
schools throughout the district. Please see 
chart below for the registration site and 
date corresponding to your child’s school.  
Registration times for all sites are 8 a.m.-12 
p.m. and 1-2 p.m. 

The registration site for children attend-
ing all Immokalee area elementary schools 
is the Head Start Offi ce, 616 South 5TH 
Street (in Immokalee)

February 28, March 17 and 18, April 29 
and 30, May 29 and 30.

When registering, parents must pro-
vide:

• Proof of income (2013 tax return, 
W-2, four latest pay stubs)

• Child’s certifi ed birth certifi cate
• Proof of residency (rental agreement, 

property taxes, electricity bill, two water 
bills, declaration of domicile)

• Physical exam (up-to-date with he-
moglobin and lead results – cannot be ex-
pired)

• Immunizations certifi cate (up-to-date 
– cannot be expired)

To learn more, please contact the Head 
Start offi ce at 377-0590 or visit their website 
at www.collierschools.com/headstart/. 

Pre-K registration starting soon

Community Briefs
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 The 50th anniversary year at Conservan-
cy of Southwest Florida kicks off with more 
programs and more hours to enjoy the Na-
ture Center. Based on feedback from our 
members and guests, the Nature Center is 
open now on Sundays 9:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
through April 27.

While here catch our Cinema Sundays! 
Bring the family to enjoy a new, nature-in-
spired movie the fi rst Sunday of each month 
- we’ll even supply the popcorn! Stay after for 
a children’s craft lesson for a fun, interactive 
and hands-on learning experience related to 
the movie theme. For Cinema Sunday dates 
and movie showings visit www.conservancy.
org/cinema.  

Take part in the new weekly programs at 
the Nature Center.  These programs will run 
each day through April.

Mondays - 2 p.m. Catch of the Day - Ex-
plore the wonders of the Shotwell Wavering 
Filter Marsh followed by some water sam-
pling research in the Ferguson Learning Lab.           

Tuesdays - 2 p.m. A Whisker Away From 
Extinction? - Florida is home to over 60 threat-
ened and endangered species – including the 
Florida panther. Discover why and how the 
Conservancy works to protect them. Lutgert 
Commons Deck          

Wednesdays - 10:30 a.m. Gopher tortoises 
and their roommates - Enjoy a presentation 
from the Christopher B. Smith Preserve ga-
zebo where you may possibly spot a mean-
dering gopher tortoise or two and learn about 
how their homes provide shelter for up to 250 
other creatures.

Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. “Lil Explorers” - This 
one-hour program includes specifi c games 

and activities to develop important skills 
in children. Each class is a fun, interactive, 
multi-sensory experience for the caregiver 
and child. Best for children ages 18 months 
to four years of age. Ferguson Learning Lab                   

Fridays - 2 p.m. Raptor Rapture - features 
a live bird! An inspiring way to learn about 
birds of prey, including hawks, owls and ea-
gles. Get an up-close experience with a live 
raptor. Lutgert Commons Deck     

Saturdays - 2 p.m. Family Day - Families 
can enjoy all the regular programs, plus an 
extra nature-inspired craft and visit from Gor-
don B. Eagle. Great family photo time! Lutgert 
Commons Deck

As always visitors can take an electric boat 
ride or paddle through the Allyn Family La-
goon up to the Gordon River to enjoy nature 
at its best. Electric boat rides leave at the top 
of every hour from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. and kay-
aks are available for rent.

The Conservancy Nature Center, a 21-acre 
nature experience, is a celebration of all our 
natural treasures in the region – our water, 
land, wildlife and future. It is also listed as Site 
#69 on the Great Florida Birding Trail. Here 
you will learn about the importance of our 
resources, understand the role Conservancy 
of Southwest Florida plays in protecting those 
treasures and get inspired to take action.

The Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
Nature Center is located in Naples, Florida at 
1495 Smith Preserve Way, south of the Naples 
Zoo off Goodlette-Frank Road.  

For information about Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida, call 239-262-0304 or visit 
www.conservancy.org.

New year, new offerings, new hours

Submitted photo/Phillip Keyes

Masonic lodge leaders installed
LaBelle and Immokalee Freemasons gathered early this month to install Lodge 
leaders for the 2014 year. Nickolas Fidanza, seated center, was elected Wor-
shipful Master; Greg Gunter, seated left is Senior Warden, and Leonard Rich-
ardson Jr., seated right is Junior Warden. Standing, right to left, are Thomas 
Boardman, Senior Deacon; Adrian Sanchez, Senior Steward; Phillip Keyes, 
Chaplain; Jerry Hubband, Secretary; William Nordstrom, Treasurer and organ-
ist; Jim Cianfrani, Junior Steward; Bob Eltzroth, Tyler; and Tony Weems, Junior 
Deacon. John Schlitter, not pictured, is Marshall. The installation at the lodge 
building on Jaycee-Lions Drive was a public ceremony attended by nearly 50 
people and was followed with a luncheon.
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