
by Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

This series of articles will be dedicated to 
recognizing the courage, foresight and entre-
preneurship many local residents have shown 
in their success stories. It is also hoped that 
their stories will serve as beacons for those 
still plotting their course in life, especially the 
young people.

“This community’s got a hold on me.”
Tony Allen was born in Miami and came to 

Immokalee with his family in 1976 at six years 
of age He is a 1988 graduate of Immokalee 
High School, where he was a three-sport ath-
lete: football, basketball and track.

Even a passing acquaintance with Immoka-
lee will show you that IHS athletics are a big 
factor in this community - and that is exactly 
where Tony Allen’s passion lies. With high 
school athletics and the young people who 
participate in them.

Immokalee has been blessed with many 

talented young people and also with the adults 
who help guide them. People like Tony. As IHS 
Athletic Director, his “business” is not just to 
build these kids’ athletic ability but to build 
their confi dence and their character. 

He takes his job very seriously.
He came to IHS as a non-instructional em-

ployee and became assistant football coach. 
He completed his teaching degree from Nova 
Southeastern and earned a masters in educa-
tion leadership. This is his third year as athletic 
director.

In the last 25 years national media coverage 
of high school athletics has increased dramagi-
cally, putting more pressure on young ahtletes, 
he points out. 

That kind of attention is a very tough infl u-
ence on impressionable youngsters that can 
have a very negative effect. So “TA,” as he is 
known, makes sure to treat all the athletes the 
same. 

He believes it’s important to teach all stu-
dents to use their own unique talent to benefi t 
their school as well as themselves. It’s his job 

to provide support for diffi cult decisions like 
their choice of college, which will affect their 
entire life. He tries to “put it all on the table” 

Athletic director: It’s about building citizens
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 Two 
dead in 
shooting

The Collier County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce obtained an arrest warrant Mon-
day for a 34-year-old man in con-
nection with the shooting deaths 

of two people 
in Immokalee 
on Sunday eve-
ning. 

The warrant 
charges Evoull 
Bachat with 
two counts of 
second-degree 
murder in the 
slayings of 
Guilene Tous-
saint, 21, and 

Elkim Angervil, 30. 
CCSO detectives gave this ac-

count of the incident, which was 
reported around 7:30 p.m.: 

Bachat followed his ex-girlfriend 
Touissant to an apartment at 501 
Doak Ave. #B1 and started a ver-
bal altercation with her. Touissant 
went inside the apartment. Her 
current boyfriend, Angervil, was al-
ready inside the apartment, which 
belongs to his parents. 

A short time later Bachat forced 

See Warrant — Page 2

Submitted photo

I.H.S. Indians work Cross Country magic for the season
The last three weeks have been really successful for our boys and girls cross country teams. The boys took fi rst place at 
the district meet in Lemon Bay with Lionel Cruz as the overall winner. The girls team took second place and Anita Munoz 
rose to overal winner. Both teams fi nished third at the regional meet, then went on to state in Tallahassee where Lionel 

and Anita again were overall regional champs. 
At state, the boys placed fourth and the girls 
tenth. Lionel Cruz also took the 2A state indi-
vidual championship - I.H.S.’ fi rst ever. Anita 
took third place. The Indians used the mo-
mentum gained at the district and regional 
meets to have a great weekend at states. The 
boys placed fourth as a team and the girls 
tenth with many of aour thletes running their 
best times of the year. To make this trip even 
more special, Lionel Cruz was able to capture 
the 2A State individual championship becom-
ing the fi rst in school history to do so, with a 
time of 15:50.  Anita was able to place third in 
the girl’s race with a time of 18:30. With the 
season over, Coach Hugo and Coach Galicia 
would like to thank the parents, the communi-
ty and the school for all their support through-
out the season.

Evoull Bachat

See Success — Page 2



by Marisol DeArmas

Ever wonder what it would be like to live 
a day in the life of…I don’t know…an A-list 
celebrity, or a race car driver, or maybe an air 
traffi c controller?  How about a day in the life 
of a school principal?  
Well, our school prin-
cipals, all 50 of them, 
recently asked commu-
nity members to join 
them as “Principal for 
a Day.”  

 The “principals” 
came from all walks 
of life – CEOs, banking 
and insurance executives, presidents of local 
non-profi ts, doctors, government offi cials, 
and more.  

They each got to see the “inside scoop” 
– the day-to-day business operation of a 
school and the work that goes into educat-
ing our children.  

One “principal” at an Immokalee el-
ementary school said he “was impressed 
with the operations and how the staff works 
as a team.” 

Another was impressed with “the skills 

and passion of the staff – from the principal 
to lunch room person. In short – how much 
they care for these kids.” 

The day’s guest principals got to experi-
ence things such as car rider duty, observ-
ing classroom teaching, cafeteria duty, data 
chats with school administrative teams, and 
other daily operation tasks making for a busy 
day of activity. 

So busy, in fact, that one “principal” sug-
gested, “let the Principal for a Day have a 
nap after lunch!” I think he might only be 
half joking. 

When asked if their day’s visit to the 
school was worthwhile, one participant said 
“this was a valuable experience that allowed 
me to see how the youth is being prepared 
to take on the challenges of the world.” 

Another got so much out of his experi-
ence that he wishes “every taxpayer in Col-
lier County could spend a day like I just had.” 
All in all, Collier County Public Schools’ sec-
ond annual “Principal for a Day” was indeed 
successful. 

In fact, one of the comments received 
sums it up quite well: “There is so much 
more to running a school than just teach-
ing.”

Before I close out today, I want to make 
sure to send a big “good luck” to the Immoka-
lee High School Indians as they head to the 
second round of football playoffs at their 
Class 5A regional semifi nal game against 
Plantation-American Heritage tomorrow. 

The Indians had an intense regional quar-
terfi nal game last week against Cardinal Gib-
bons, but they came out the winners with 
a last-minute…and I mean last-minute…24-
yard fi eld goal making the fi nal score 25-23. 
We wish the Indians the best of luck, as well 
as the Naples High School Golden Eagles, 
as they also head to their Class 6A regional 
semifi nal game.
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for each student - how those choices with 
affect their family and their ability to play. He 
helps them choose a school that will be a 
good fi t for them academically.

“I help them fi nd the school with the 
uniqueness that fi ts their own personality 
academically, socially, athletically” and to 
consider the amount of stress that being 
away from home can cause both the stu-
dent and his or her family.

It’s a collective effort between the school, 
community and family working together to 
totally develop each student athlete. The 
goal is to help kids “mature into the deci-
sion making process.”

His own road to success began with his 
family. TA is the youngest of six siblings, 
most of whom attended some college.

Both his parents were born in South 
Georgia. Neither fi nished high school till 
later in life when they earned their GEDs. 
They wanted their children to better their 
position in life. 

TA was exposed to the college experi-
ence through older siblings. Admitting to 
always being a “sports junkie,” when visit-
ing older siblings away at school he always 
wanted to see the stadium, the gym, the 
players. He also watched as an older broth-
er played some sports. He watched and he 
took it all in.

Growing up, TA played Pop Warner and 
high school football - receiver, defensive 
back, quarterback and basketball. Sports 
helped shape him as a man. He said he es-
pecial responded to the responsibility, the 
leardership, of being quarterback.

“It taught me I could handle pressure. It 
gave me an opportunity to prove I could do 
it; to work hard and put my mind to it. I still 
rely on that experience,” he said. 

“When something seems unattainable, 
that quarterback experience comes out.”

His father is a pastor from the Glendale 
Baptist Church - a mega church in Miami 
that did a lot of outreach. Participating in 
that outreach to Pahokee, Clewiston and 
Immokalee, he fell in love with this commu-
nity and started his own church here - also 
called Glendale Baptist. 

In the beginning, his dad and one of TA’s 
brothers stayed here, while his mother and 

the rest of the children stayed in Miami. 
They drove all the way to Immokalee every 
Sunday and Wednesday for two years until 
things were settled enough that they could 
stay.

His dad would drive the “Old Gray 
Ghost,” an old bus, picking up all the kids 
around who wanted to come to church on 
Sunday morning. There would be 30-50 kids 
and just one or two adults. His father’s call-
ing was to teach and preach to them. 

He also did summer camps to Miami, 
skating trips, etc., and the church grew. 
Even now, he said, former members of 
church who have moved, often come back 
to visit.

“My father’s a tough guy,” TA relates, and 
he learned a lot from him. “I still call on him 
- his resolve and strength.”

From his mother, he learned consistency. 
She never stops, he said. When TA came 
home from games at 10:30-11 p.m. she al-
ways got up and cooked him a full meal.

When in diffi culty, he said he thinks 
about his parents and calls his dad for en-
couragement and strength.

He wants his athletes to know that it’s 
not all about sports. They need to focus on 
academics and use their gift to help change 
the future. He wants them to understand 
that college produces citizens.

“That’s why I do this job,” he points out.
Besides his parents, TA’s role models in-

clude former coach Norm Ayer, his former 
teacher Dr. Ryan (the fi rst person to put 
down the lesson that, as an upper classman 
at IHS, he was almost an adult.) She told 
him and his unruly class “Do you reaalize in 
a year or so you will be responsible to take 
care of yourself?” 

He recalls that her words hit their mark 
with the whole class. Former Coach John 
Weber taught him how to deal with kids 
from all walks of life. Coach Weber told 
him, “You have to meet the kids where they 
are.”

TA hopes his own legacy will be that, 
some day, any student will come to him and 
say “You made a difference. You taught me 
how to be a man.”

To become the person you can be, he 
said, “You have to be bigger than yourself.”

Success
Continued From Page 1

his way inside the apartment. Bachat shot 
Angervil with a handgun.  Touissant ran out 
of the apartment. Bachat caught up to her 
at 507 Doak Ave. and shot her. Bachat fl ed 
the area. 

Both Touissant and Angervil were pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 

Witnesses identifi ed Bachat as the shoot-
er, detectives said. 

Detectives said Bachat is described as 
black, 6 feet 2 inches tall and 190 pounds 
with brown eyes and black hair. He may be 
driving a white Dodge Charger with Florida 
license plate number BZBC48. 

Anyone with information about Bachat’s 
whereabouts is asked to call the Collier 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce at 239.252.9300, or 
if you wish to remain anonymous and be 
eligible for a reward, call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-780-TIPS (8477). 

Warrant
Continued From Page 1
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In observance of the Thanksgiving holi-
day, all Collier County recycling drop-off 
centers will be closed on Thursday, Novem-
ber 28, and Friday, November 29. 

The recycling drop-off centers will re-
open for business on Saturday, November 
30. The Collier County Landfi ll and Immoka-
lee Transfer Station will be closed on Thurs-
day, November 28.   

There will be no garbage/recycling/yard 
waste collection on Thursday, November 
28, in the areas of Collier County serviced by 
Waste Management, including Marco Island 
and Everglades City, nor in the Immokalee 
area serviced by Progressive Waste Solu-
tions (Choice Environmental Services). 

There is no make-up day. If Thursday, 

November 28, is your collection day, your 

solid waste collection service will resume 

on your next regularly scheduled collection 

day (Monday).  
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(239) 658-1220 www.wa-cr.com

Have it all...

PH: (239) 425-6000

Licensed Real Estate Broker

 For Lease 
1,875 - 3,750 - 7,500 SF Units
Located at the Immokalee Tradeport, 
building is CBS construction with inte-
rior fire sprinklers, 3-phase electric, 100 
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Tobacco users aren’t the only ones pay-
ing the cost of their addiction with their 
health and wallet. 

Collier County employers are paying the 
price as well. Employees who smoke can 
cost businesses more than $6,000 per year 
when compared to non-smokers.4 

In time for the Great American Smoke 
Out taking place on Nov. 21, the Florida De-
partment of Health’s Tobacco Free Florida 
program and the Tobacco-Free Collier Part-
nership are encouraging businesses across 
Collier to help their employees quit tobac-
co.

The Florida Department of Health in Col-
lier offers employers free assistance in devel-
oping tobacco cessation programs, whether 

it’s through the company’s health insurance 
provider or the state’s free cessation servic-
es.

Nearly 70 percent of smokers want to 
quit, and getting help through their employ-
ers can increase their chance of success 
while simultaneously benefi ting the busi-
ness.

“Addressing employee tobacco use by 
implementing tobacco-free policies and 
offering tobacco cessation support can sig-
nifi cantly reduce health care costs to the 
employer, decrease secondhand smoke ex-
posure and increase overall work productiv-
ity” explained Rachel Brandhorst, Tobacco 
Prevention Specialist at the Florida Depart-
ment of Health in Collier. 

Health care costs are one of the largest 
expenses facing Collier businesses.

 On average, health care costs for em-
ployees who smoke are up to 34 percent 
higher compared to non-smokers.

Every employee who smokes can cost 
employers an extra $2,056 a year in health 
care expenses.

Tobacco use is also the leading cause 
of productivity loss at work. In fact, each 
smoker can cost a business an average of 
$4,056 every year in lost productivity includ-
ing sick days, distraction at work, and smok-
ing breaks.

 Workers who smoke at least one pack a 
day experience 75 percent more productiv-
ity loss than non-smoking workers.

“Businesses who want to help their em-
ployees quit tobacco should also implement 
a tobacco free grounds policy at their work-
place,” said Tobacco Free Florida Bureau 

Chief Shannon Hughes. “These policies are 

one of the most effective ways to help em-

ployees quit and it creates a healthier envi-

ronment for all.”

Tobacco free grounds policies nearly 

double the chance that employees will quit.

For those that do not quit, the policy will re-

duce the number of cigarettes smoked by 

employees during the week.

Tobacco free grounds policies are easy 

to enforce. More than 80 percent of Florid-

ians do not smoke, and research has shown 

compliance rates for tobacco free grounds 

policies to be more than 96 percent. 

For more information, please contact the 

Florida Department of Health in Collier at 

239-252-6852. 

 Helping quit tobacco use can improve a business’s bottom line

 Healthcare Network of Southwest Florida 
Chief Dental Offi cer Dr. Kelley Johnson, DMD 
has been named the 2013 Harold Slavkin 
Oral Health Science Education Award recipi-
ent by the National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research (NIDCR).

Nominated by Dr. Lauren Governale, 
Clinical Director of the Naples Children and 
Education Foundation Pediatric Dental Cen-
ter, Johnson will be honored, Nov. 21, dur-
ing the NID-
CR National 
Conference 
in Washing-
ton D.C. 

In her 
n o m i n a -
tion, Gover-
nale praised 
J o h n s o n ’ s 
success with 
the Oral 
Health Amer-
ica ‘Smiles 
A c r o s s 
A m e r i c a ’ 
dental seal-
ant program 
and the “ex-
cellent team-
work that 
has made 
many things 
possible in 
Collier County in terms of improving oral 
health for local children.”

“We are extremely proud of Dr. Johnson 
and her signifi cant contributions, not only to 
the Healthcare Network, but to the overall 
improvement of pediatric oral health in Col-
lier County’s most underserved children,” 
said Mike Ellis, CEO of the Healthcare Net-
work.

Johnson was instrumental in establish-
ing the dental sealant pilot program, which 
served second grade students at Title I 
schools in Collier County. 

The program places sealants on the teeth 
of second graders and rescreens third grad-

ers to replace any sealants that failed.

The program is a partnership between 

the Healthcare Network, the University of 

Florida College of Dentistry and Oral Health 

America. Treatments are provided on school 

grounds aboard the Network’s Ronald Mc-

Donald Care Mobile®.

Earlier this year, Johnson helped leverage 

the success of the program to secure a $2.4 

million grant from the Naples Children and 

Education Foundation (NCEF) to establish a 

multi-year health education and prevention 

program in partnership with Collier Public 

Schools.

“I am humbled and delighted,” Johnson 

said of the award, “I believe this award rec-

ognizes not only me as a person, but my 

work as an educator; specifi cally, my life’s 

work teaching and instructing our next gen-

eration, not for glory, and least of all for prof-

it, but to educate and train basic life skills 

which did not exist previously.”

Annually, the Healthcare Network of 

Southwest Florida provides primary care for 

36,000 people in Southwest Florida (25,000 

are children) at 13 medical and dental ser-

vice locations including the Ronald McDon-

ald Care Mobile®.

In 2009 NCEF invested $5.5 million to es-

tablish the NCEF Pediatric Dental Center on 

the campus of Edison State University.

 Thanks to a partnership with the Health-

care Network and the UF College of Dentist-

ry, this award-winning, state-of-the-art pedi-

atric facility has provided more than 65,000 

patient visits to date with a focus on care and 

prevention.

For more information on the Healthcare 

Network call Kaydee Tuff at (239) 658-3113 

or ktuff@healthcareswfl .org.

Dr. Kelley Johnson receives 
National Dental Award

Dr. Kelly Johnson

Solid waste collection for 
Thanksgiving Holiday

Commissioner offi ce open
Collier Commissioner Tim Nance opened 

his new offi ce in the Immokalee Govern-
ment Center, 106 South First Street. 

Regular offi ce hours for Nance at the gov-
ernment center will be established soon.
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Submitted photos/Patricia Gallegos-Hernandez

Immokalee High school Homecoming 2013 November 1, 2013
LEFT: The 2013 IHS Homecoming Court. RIGHT: Homecomiong Queen Maleighna Cade and King Benny Valdez. Maleighna is also the current Miss Harvest 
Festival and Benny is the recent winner of the IHS Fall Talent Competition. Both students are active members of the Nationally ranked IHS BETA Club.

 Music is in the air for eight Collier County 
middle school students who have been se-
lected to receive brand new instruments 
thanks to the Music for Minors organization.  
The instruments will be awarded at 8:00 
p.m. on Saturday, November 16th at the 
Steinway Piano Gallery.

Congratulations to the following students 
who will be receiving instruments:

• Estelle Collafarina – Gulfview Mid-
dle School 

• Thamar Prisca Coriolan – Manatee 
Middle School 

• Christelle Francoeur – Manatee 
Middle School 

• Mayra Ruiz – Manatee Middle 
School 

• Erica De La Rosa – Manatee Middle 

School 
• Maria Lopez – Pinecrest Elemen-

tary School  
• David Casillas – Pinecrest Elemen-

tary School 
• Frantz Paul – Cypress Palm Middle 

School 
To participate in the Music for Minors 

program, students are nominated by their 
middle school music teacher because they 
sincerely desire to make music a part of 
their lives.  The students are selected after 
an interview process, then receive the in-
strument of their choosing, and participate 
in the program for four years as their musi-
cal progress is followed. At the end of the 
four years, students are awarded a diploma 
showing ownership of the instrument for 

life. The following students, who are now in 
high school, are graduating from the Music 
for Minors program this year and will now 
own their instruments: 

• Christopher Cherenfant – Lorenzo 
Walker Technical High School (Alto Saxo-
phone)

• Chelsea Desinor – Palmetto Ridge 
High School (Trumpet)

• Isabella Gomez – Palmetto Ridge 
High School (Viola)

• Esperanza Velez – Palmetto Ridge 
High School (Viola)

• Jose Velez – Palmetto Ridge High 
School (Trumpet)

• Ariana Foti – Gulf Coast High 
School (Violin)

• Jonathan Mendoza – Immokalee 

High School (Baritone)

• Ilbia Perez – Immokalee High 

School (Flute)

• Wesley Salomon – Lely High School 

(Alta Saxophone)

• Ariandne Vasquez – Gulf Coast 

High School (Viola)

• Taylor Curry Stokes – Golden Gate 

High School (Viola)

• Gabriel Trevino – Naples High 

School (Trombone)

To learn more, please contact Collier 

County Public Schools’ Fine Arts Coordina-

tor Linda Cummings at cumminli@collier-

schools.com. 

Students selected to receive instruments
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Brandon, FL (October 3, 2013) – Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Association of Florida 
(BBBSAF) announced today that the State 
of Florida has approved a specialty BBBSAF 
license plate for sale to all Florida tag own-
ers. The plates will not only raise money 
from all sales of the new license plate for 
BBBSAF but will also create a state-wide 
awareness. Proceeds will be used to help 
BBBSAF fund its mentoring programs for 
children throughout the state.

1,000 vouchers must be purchased on 
or before June 1, 2015. Once the goal of 
1,000 vouchers has been met, produc-
tion of plates will begin. Vouchers for the 
new plates can now be purchased at local 
County Tax Collector’s offi ces for $25 plus 
county registration service fees.

“We are extremely excited to launch 
our specialty license plate program,” said 
Jody Clifford, CEO BBBS Association of 
Florida. “We invite community members 

to take their support on the road and buy 
their plates today to help generate much-
needed revenue to expand mentoring op-
portunities for children in Florida.”

For more information on the BBBS li-
cense plate program, or how you can be 
an inspiration to a child, visit www.bbb-
sfl orida.org.

About Big Brothers Big Sisters As-
sociation of Florida: Organized in 1995, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Association of 
Florida is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profi t orga-
nization. Our statewide capacity-building 
initiatives assist to sustain and advance the 
13 Big Brothers Big Sisters member agen-
cies to provide children across Florida with 
long-term, nurturing, oneto-one mentoring 
relationships with caring adults to change 
the lives of our children for the better, for-
ever.

Organization offers specialty plate 

The Family Literacy Academy of Immoka-
lee is raffl ing off two passes donated by 
Southwest Airlines, through the Florida Liter-
acy Coalition. The passes are good through 
May 31, 2014 and may be extended for a fee. 
and there are no blackout dates!

The raffl e was kicked off at the Novem-
ber 6 Immokalee Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast meeting at the Roma in Havana 
Ristorante in Immokalee; the drawing will 
be December 4, 2013 at the ICC breakfast. 
Tickets are donations of $5.00 each or 5 for 
$20.00 or a book of 12 for $50. To buy your 
tickets contact either Dee at 239.370.3630 or 
Donna at 484.908.2186. Make checks pay-
able to CCHA Land, Inc.

The passes are donated by Southwest Air-
lines through the Florida Literacy Coalition, 

for fundraising purposes. All donations ben-
efi t the Family Literacy Academy of Immoka-
lee, a nonprofi t under the Collier County 
Housing Authority Land Inc.’s 501(c)3.

The Family Literacy Academy of Immoka-
lee, managed by Jump Start, provides full 
service family literacy to Immokalee families 
with children age birth to fi ve. Classes in-
clude preschool instruction and educational 
play for children 0 to 5 as well as classes in 
English as a second language, reading and 
parenting for parents. The Family Literacy 
Academy of Immokalee is structured to in-
volve the family as a whole, thereby making 
long-term intergenerational change in order 
to secure a healthy quality of life for children 
thus breaking the cycle of illiteracy.

Win two round trip passes to 
anywhere Southwest Airline fl ies!

 For twenty fi ve years Immokalee has 
had the privilege of enjoying the goodness 
of one of its own citizens who gave and 
gave and gave to children and families of 
the community. In a few weeks again, this 
wonderful man will don the bright red out-
fi t, travel from school to school, go from 
service club to service club and fl y into 
Immokalee at the conclusion of its annu-
al Christmas parade at the Parks and Rec 
Center.

This year however, Santa, also known 
as Ski Olesky of the Lake Trafford Marina 
may not be able to be quite as generous 
as previous years. Three months before 
Christmas, on September 26th, someone 
from Immokalee burglarized his home 
above the Marina, knowing that he was out 
for the evening-taking a family to a Turkey 
Federation dinner-breaking down the door 
to his house and stealing cash, and jewelry 
that set him back considerably.

The thought of someone knowingly 

stealing from the man who represents 

Santa each year to our community is un-

believable!  Members of our community 

are asking for information from people 

from Immokalee who may be able to 

track down the individuals responsible. 

The Collier County Sheriff ’s Offi ce has an 

open investigation and would love to have 

anyone with information about this inci-

dent to contact investigator Steve Delisle at 

252-9837. There is a reward of $15,000.00 

for the person(s) who provide information 

that leads to the arrest and conviction of 

the individual(s) responsible.

Surely there is someone out in our com-

munity that would like to make Christmas 

better for Santa Claus, our community and 

even for yourself.  Remember, if you have 

any lead, call the sheriff ’s department at 

252-9837.

Who would steal from Santa Claus?

 TALLAHASSEE – In recognition of Amer-
ica Recycles Day, the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection reminds Florida 
businesses and residents to recycle daily in 
order to help the state achieve its 75 percent 
recycling goal by 2020. 

Last year on America Recycles Day, the 
Department announced the expansion of 
its Recycling Recognition Program. Since 
then, the Department has recognized eight 
commercial entities for their outstanding 
recycling efforts. Recipients include Interna-
tional Speedway Corporation/NASCAR, Ter-
vis, Rooms To Go, Children’s World Uniform 
Supply and Global Organic Specialty Source. 
Most recently, the Department recognized 
Florida State University, which was the fi rst 
university to join the program. 

The Department encourages private busi-
nesses, governmental entities and universi-
ties who have a recycling rate of 40 percent 
or more to submit their recycling data to our 
Division of Waste Management for review 
and recognition. 

“America Recycles Day is the perfect time 
to educate Floridians on how to increase 
recycling, which, in turn, better protects 
Florida’s natural resources,” said DEP Sec-
retary Herschel T. Vinyard Jr. “The Depart-
ment continues to focus on encouraging 
expanded recycling in the commercial sec-
tor in order to reach Florida’s 75 percent re-
cycling goal.”

In July, the Department released the 2012 
municipal solid waste annual report, which 
reported Florida’s statewide recycling rate is 
48 percent. In 2008, the Florida Legislature 
established a statewide recycling goal of 75 
percent to be achieved by 2020. 

The Department has an easy tool for 
companies to track recycling efforts -- the 
Florida DEP Business Recycling Tracking 
Tool. Through the website, which includes 
free registration, companies can track dif-
ferent types of recycling efforts and produce 
reports on how those efforts are helping to 
shrink their carbon footprint. The tracking 
will help the Department to recognize com-
panies that are doing more to go green. 

Commercial municipal solid waste ac-
counts for approximately 55 percent of 
the total municipal solid waste stream in 
Florida. In order for Florida to reach its 75 
percent goal, the Department is urging all 
sectors, especially the commercial sector, to 
actively increase its recycling efforts. Accord-
ing to the 2012 data, less than half of com-
mercial waste is being recycled. It is crucial 
that businesses, schools and other commer-
cial recyclers increase their recycling efforts. 
Recycling provides a direct cost savings to 
most businesses because the more that is 
recycled means less waste and lower waste 
management operating costs. Reuse of ma-
terials can also represent a cost savings

DEP reminds Floridians of 
importance of recycling



Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions

HUGE AUCTION: 
Farm, Ranch,
Construction  

Equipment, Misc.
Tools

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 7, 9AM

Now Accepting
Consignments
Frank E Land, 

Auctioneer
www.landauctionservice.com

Lee Civic Center
11831 Bayshore Rd.

Enter at Gate 2
Old Bayshore Rd

N. Ft. Myers, 
FL 333917

(239) 936-4121

AB2084/AU2814

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

 

RAILROAD MECHANIC
WELDER

 
US Sugar is seeking mechanics 

with experience on engines,
 transmissions, drive train, brakes, 

chassis and Hydraulic systems.  
Candidates with previous Railroad 

or Heavy Diesel experience are 
ideal.  This position also requires 
Welding experience.  Please apply 

if you can perform the 
following tasks.

 Ability to perform work on 
engines, transmissions, drive train, 
brakes, chassis, hydraulic systems.  
Be able to inspect, troubleshoot, 
complete diagnostics, and repair 
these types of systems as they 

pertain to Railroad Track 
equipment and road equipment

•Repair and Weld Frogs
•Repair and Weld Switch Points
•Repair and Weld Rail (Field Weld)

Jdooley@ussugar.com   OR
Apply online at www.ussugar.com

Drivers: $5,000 Sign-
On Bonus! Great Pay! 
Consistent Freight, Great 
Miles on this Regional Ac-
count. Werner Enterpris-
es: 1-855-517-2488

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Employment
Full Time

HOUSE CLEANING
Experienced full time 

house cleaners. Naples 
area. Fast paced,

 physical fi t, highly
 motivated, energetic,
 attention to detail.

 No drama. Only serious 
persons apply.

Leave message at 
239-353-0557.

Employment
Full Time

Water Plant
Operator

Will operate and moni-
tor water treatment fa-
cilities in accordance 
with the Florida rules, 
regulations and stat-
utes insure proper 
plant compliance via 
various process control 
tests.

Essential Duties and 
Responsibilities: 
• Proper trouble 

shooting, operation, 
maintenance and 
repair of equipment 
pertaining to Water 
Treatment Plant 

• Knowledge of 
chemicals used in 
water plant opera-
tions -knowledge of 
lab processes used 
in Water Treatment 
Plant

• Maintain accurate 
written documenta-
tion pertaining to 
the job -monitor 
pumps, fi lters, 
chemical feeds and 
fl ow meters

• Perform chemical 
analysis to ensure 
proper water treat-
ment, quality and 
disinfection -pre-
pare chemicals for 
injection into raw 
water supply -read 
and apply process-
es and procedures 
according to oper-
ating and mainte-
nance manuals -
wear respirator. 

All applicants must hold 
a WTP license as issued 
by the State of Florida 
and a Valid Drivers Li-
cense.

Jdooley@ussugar
.com

Apply online at 
www.ussugar.com

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
Affordable 2BR and 

3BR Apartments, 

Handicap Unit Available
Energy effi cient 

appliances, 
washer/dryer 

hook ups, spacious 
fl oor plans, community 

center on site with 
computer lab for 
resident use and 

classes.
From access to 
Carl Kuehner 

Community Center
educational and 
social programs.

 Must be farm or grove 
labor employed

Pay no more than 30% 
of your households
adjusted monthly 
income for rent 

and utilities.
Call Rental Offi ce at 

657-2009
Mon-Fri, 

8:00AM-5:00PM
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308
(TDD 1-800-955-8771)

Equal Housing 
Opportunity 

Provider 
& Employer

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Apartments

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
1, 2, & 3  Bedroom 

Apts

Willowbrook Place,
Garden Lake, Summer 
Glen, Heritage Villas &  

Southern Villas.

Please call 
239-657-3204

For more information.

Handicapped
 Accessible.

Hearing Impaired:
Call TDD711
Equal Housing
Opportunity

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity

Provider and 
Employer

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 

Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  

Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management

Privately Owned

Call (239)777-2788

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

Campers/RVs

HOLIDAY
TRAILER SALES

• Used 12’ wides
   Starting @ $10,000
• New Breckenridge
  Park Models 
  Starting @ $28,000
• New 12’ & 14’ Wide 
  Jacobsen Park Models
  Starting @ $30,000

Need trades now!

19710 South US 41
Fort Meyers, FL 33908

(239)590-0066

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot.
Call 941-347-7171

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

It’s never too late to find
the perfect gift. Look
for it in the classifieds.

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

When you want some-
thing sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!
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New board, vice chair at 
school board 

The Collier County School Board held its 
Annual Organizational Meeting this morn-
ing (Nov. 19). The Board selected Pat Carroll 
as the new School Board Chair and Kathy 
Curatolo as the new Vice Chair. The two 
School Board veterans, both elected in 2002, 
will serve one-year terms as Chair and Vice 
Chair.  

Immokalee Dems to meet
The Democratic Club of Immokalee will 

meet on Tuesday, November 26, at 6:45 
p.m., at Mi Ranchito, 710 W. Main Street, 
Immokalee, (239) 657-1766. The club will 
be discussing the best way to increase voter 
participation. The meetings are open to all.

Thanksgiving food giveaway
Allen Chapel AMC Church is planning its 

second annual Thanksgiving Giveaway and 
Outreach Ministry for Sunday, November 24. 
Last year 120 turkeys were distributed along 
with over 200 bags of rice and beans. 

The church needs the community’s sup-
port. This year their goal is to give 150 turkeys 
away. Please send your donations to 208 S. 
3rd Street, PO Box 477, Immokalee Florida 
33413. “The Church that is intentional about 
ministry.” Pastor Lori Snell.

Help feed needy
I am personally feeding 300 families 

throughout Hendry and unincorporated 
Collier counties. “To whom much is given, 
much is required.” I’m so thankful to be in a 
position where I can fund such an event to 
help those in need. I’m seeking pastors help 
who may know of families who are in need 
also teachers, social workers and etc. who 
know of families that can use the assistance. 
November 26 I will be at Immokalee Park 
on North 1st St. at 10 a.m. Please contact me 
asap. Larry Wilcoxson 305-609-3813. larry-
wilcoxson@gmail.com.

Want to make 
a real difference? 

Become a VITA volunteer! You can help a 
family get back the money they have earned 
and become more fi nancially stable. VITA is 
a program offered through the United Way 
that helps low to moderate income persons 
by providing free tax preparation assistance. 
We are looking for volunteers to better serve 
our clients.  No experience is necessary and 
volunteers are provided free training online.  
Flexible hours are available January through 
mid April. Taxes will be prepared at many 
locations in Lee, Hendry, Glades, Collier and  
Charlotte counties. For more information 
email Amy Singer at amy@unitedwaylee.
org or 239.433.2000 ext. 229. 

VPK
If you live in Florida and your child turns 

4 years of age by September 1, Your child 
is eligible to participate in Florida’s FREE 
Voluntary Prekindergaten (VPK) education 
program

For more information please call (239) 
252-4449.

After School Nutrition 
Program

The Southwest Florida Workforce Devel-
opment Board, Inc. announces the sponsor-
ship of the Afterschool Nutrition Program, 
a subcomponent of the Child Care Food 
Program. This program is designed primar-
ily to provide nutritious snacks and suppers 
to children in afterschool programs. Snacks 
and suppers are available at no separate 
charge to the children at the sites listed be-
low: 

iGeneration Charter School 1411 Lake 
Trafford Rd, Immokalee.

Community Center 321 North 1st Street, 
Immokalee.

Sports Complex 505 Escambia St, 
Immokalee.

Public invited to iGeneration 
board meeting

The public is invited to the Board Meet-
ing for iGeneration Empowerment of Collier 
at Immokalee. Board meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Community members, current students’ 
families and families who are considering 
advancing the education of their students 
are welcome. There is open enrollment for 
all Immokalee transfer or new students. iG-
eneration Empowerment Academy of Col-
lier at Immokalee: 1411 Lake Trafford Road 
(corner of 29 & Lake Trafford Road, next to 
the First Baptist Church). 

For more information call Synthia LaFon-
taine, Campus Director, at 239-658-0690.

iTECH class open
Machining class, 1500 hours, Monday-

Friday 9 a.m.-2:15 p.m. Class begins on or 
around December 2, 2013 at the Immokalee 
Technical Center, 508 North 9th Street, 

(239) 377-9900. Program supported by: 
Arthrex, US Sugar, Haynes Corporation, 
Shaw Development. For more information 
about our graduation rates, costs and other 
important information, please visit our web-
site at http://www.itech.edu/gainful_em-
ployment.html 

ARunning Club 
Comes to Immokalee

The Gulf Coast Runners Youth Team is 
creating a running branch in Immokalee. 
The GCR youth team is open to all young 
runners 7-17. Most of our members are in 
elementary or middle school. We train for 
both fi tness and competition year round. 

Runners have to learn skills such as self-dis-
cipline, motivation, and setting and achiev-
ing goals. The GCR youth team wants to give 
every young athlete who has the desire to 
run, the opportunity to run. If you are inter-
ested in joining the running club- there are 
practices are twice a week, Monday and 
Wednesday, located at the Immokalee High 
School Track at 5:00pm. There is no cost to 
join-get involved! If you have any questions 
Hugo Gijon (239) 273-3171.

Parks Rec launches web site
Collier County Parks and Recreation re-

cently launched its mobile web site. 
Access www.collierparks.com on your 

smart phone or tablet to view the mobile 
device-friendly site. Add the Collier County 
Parks and Recreation icon to your home 
screen to access quickly the information you 
need to enjoy all the recreational amenities 
offered by Collier County Parks and Recre-
ation. For more information, contact Parks 
and Recreation Administration at (239) 252-
4000.

Business & Service Directory

AUCTION

2000 Chrysler
3C3EL55H9YT305881

Time for a new car? Check out this auction on
December 2, 2013 at 9am

Keith’s Towing
925 E. Delaware Ave. • Immokalee, FL

(239) 657-5741

ROOFING
Metal Roofs

Re-Roofs
Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158

Lic#CCC1325950 Office: (863) 675-7045
1050 Commerce Dr. Suite B. Fax (863) 612-1158
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Help needed for widow, son
Mike Sammons of Convenant Tomato in Felda Florida passed away on Sunday, No-

vember 17, 2013 of a brain anurism. Mike is survived by his wife Jennifer and son Lucas, 
who has autism. There is a fund established at First Bank of Clewiston for donations. 
The account is set up in the name of Jennifer Sammons and is titled The Mike Sammons 
Fund. All donations will go directly to his family. All will be greatly appreciated as this 
tragedy was unexpected. Donations can be made at any First Bank Branch and can be 
handled with a simple phone call. Thank you in advance.

You are invited to come out enjoy a fam-
ily evening of fun at the third Annual Turkey 
Hoops Basketball Game on Saturday, No-
vember 30, 7-9 p.m. The game will be held 
at “The Gym” located on the campus of the 
Immokalee Sports Complex. Doors open at 

6 p.m. For information or to signup, call Wil-

son “Toot” Riley at 239-867-1394.   

Sponsored by Greater Immokalee Front 

Porch and Collier County Parks and Recre-

ation.

Shoot hoops for charity

Submitted photo/Manny Touron

Velazco plays for Sailsbury Prep
Standing ninth from the left is Jesus Velazco. 2013 Immokalee High School 
graduate and Soccer Pit player since the inception of the club. The team is 
pictured at the New England All Star Game this past Sunday. Jesus, who is now 
attending Salisbury Prep School in Connecticut for one year, was one of three 
players from his school to play in the All Star Game. Jesus is doing real well 
academically and has adapted well to his new environmwent. He is now in the 
process of selecting a college to attend the Fall of 2014. We congratulate Jesus 
for his accomplisments as he has represented his community, his school and 
his club extremely well.

New graduation rules
Parent meeting for Grades 9-12 at the 

I.H.S Auditorium, Thursday Night Novem-
ber 21, at 6:30 p.m. Come learn about the 
new Graduation requirements. 

Playoff Football
Come out and support your Immokalee 

Indians vs. American Heritage at Gary Bates 
Stadium November 22; 7:30 p.m. Kick-off. 
Admission: $8.00. Only State Series passes 
will be accepted

IHS Drumbeat

Childcare available
A Step Up Immokalee, operated by Collier Child Care Resources, Inc., provides childcare 

for teen parents, school district teachers and staff, county workers. They care for infants to 
four years of age Monday through Friday 6:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. with extended hours till 3 p.m. 
There is a warm and inviting atmosphere  with nurturing childcare providers, free childcare 
tuition to members of the Teenage parenting Progrm. Located at 701 Immokalee Drive. 
Phone 239-377-1172; cell 239-980-9021 or go to www.collierchildcare.org.

Community Brief
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