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DRIVE A NEW 2014 ESCAPE SE
FOR ONLY $199 PER MONTH*

36 month lease with approved credit through Ford Credit. $2549 plus tax, title, & license due at signing. Includes 
first month payment, $0 security deposit, acquisition fee, &  capitalized cost reduction.

*Stock #14t12. 20 cent per mile over 10500 per year. Includes $1250 RCL Bonus Cash. See dealer for details.
 More to choose from with similar savings. Image is for illustration purposes only. Offer ends 09/30/13.

 by Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

Immokalee lost a wonderful 
asset last May when iHOPE closed 
its doors for the last time.

The program, began after 
Hurricane Wilma devastated so 
many Immokalee homes, even-
tually providing decent homes for 
many residents.

When organizer Rick Heers 
retired First United Methodist 
Church Pastor Thom Street took 
the helm. He said organizers 
were simply unable to make a go 
of it any longer.

Rent of the warehouse, locat-
ed near the Immokalee Airport, 
was expensive and impossible to 
meet, Pastor Street said, and the 
location was not very convenient 
for most people. Members of the 
warehouse plan could fi nd many 
bargains for construction and 
household goods. At one time the 
huge warehouse encompassed 
three bays and offi ce space.

Pastor Street said all items 
from the warehouse were sold off 
to pay the organization’s debts.

The United Methodist Church’s 

iHope 
Closed

See iHope — Page 2

 by Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

President and CEO of St. Matthew’s House 
Vann Ellison said his organization is looking at 
purchasing the old Hendry Corrections Institu-
tion site outside of Immokalee to relocate its 
Justin’s Place, a residence for its men’s sub-
stance rehabilitation operation.

The Department of Corrections closed HCI 
several years ago and the property has been 
vacant ever since. Mr. Ellison noted that this is 
just an inquiry - no real negotiations have taken 
place. He also has concerns that, the longer 
DoC takes to put the property “on the block,” 
the worse its condition will deteriorate. In fact, 
it could destroy the marketability of that prop-
erty for anyone, he said.

At this time, St. Matthews is only in the pro-
cess of researching the property.

If anything is to happen with the St. Mat-
thew’s House inquiry, he added that talks will 
have to be expedited.

No possible cost is known as yet.
Mr. Ellison said that several sites have po-

tential as locations for the program, which re-
quires a remote area in order to isolate clients 
from the temptations of more populated areas. 
Justin’s Place is currently in East Naples.

Justin’s Place has several levels of programs, 
according to Mr. Ellison. The fi rst is a seven 
month residential level - a soul searching look 
at the client’s life. At present the program has 
some 60-70 clients, This is the level for which 
St. Matthew’s is considering the HCI site. 

The second level encompasses the client’s 
transition, looking toward getting back into the 
community. This level takes place during the 
last several months.

The third is recovery. St. Matthew’s House 
has one of these programs in its Golden Gate 
complex.  

When a client does well and is ready to get 
a job in the community, they may opt to work 
as a peer mentor over day-to-day operations 
at the residential program site. They would go 
through training and live on-site.

The program would also employ non resi-
dential staff.

Mr. Ellison has been with St. Matthew’s 
House for nine  years. A former jail chaplain at 
HCI, he is very familiar with the property.

St. Matthew’s House interested in HCI site

 NAPLES, Fla. (Sept. 16, 2013) – The Immoka-
lee Foundation 2013 Charity Classic Celebration 
dinner and auction will take place Saturday, 
Nov. 16, at The Ritz-Carlton, Naples. Donors 
are invited to follow the “Pathways to Suc-
cess: Voices of the Future” at The Immokalee 
Foundation’s 2013 Charity Classic Celebration 
to support TIF’s mission in providing sustained 
educational opportunities that make aspira-
tions come true for the youth of Immokalee. 
The extraordinary evening of fi ne dining, en-
tertainment and auctions of once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences will benefi t TIF students.

Charity Classic Celebration includes Fund 
A Dream, a “fund-a-need” unique live bidding 
experience enabling donors to contribute to 
Immokalee’s children in a specifi c and tangible 
way. Fund A Dream is organized into specifi c 
categories that provide students with opportu-
nities to grow, learn and advance, such as at-
tending a College Success boot camp, studying 
abroad, attending their fi rst professional base-
ball game, attending career and networking 
seminars, going to a play, becoming involved 
in youth leadership and attending a four-year 
college or vocational school. Donors may even 
provide students with college scholarships, lit-
eracy enhancement, career development, ac-

TIF 2013 Charity Classic Celebration

Submitted photos
Alex Manujano-Rios and Cynthis Rodriguez at the charity dinner.See Celebration — Page 2
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 compassion.

disaster recovery response mission will go 
on in Immokalee as the church connects 
with other churches and organizations. They 
will pull together to face any local disaster, 
he said, with UMC as the organization’s cen-
ter point. 

Resources, such as personnel and dona-
tions will be gathered from other organiza-
tions, private companies and donors.

Pastor Street came to Immokalee from 
Glades County where he worked with some 

800 other CREW personnel in Hendry and 
Glades to help people recover there from 
Hurricane Wilma. He said he spent three 
years with CREW in Hendry-Glades before 
coming on with iHOPE.

“I know churches will pull together with 
non-governmental organizations to respond 
to any emergencies,” Pastor Street said. He 
added that the Immokalee Recovery Com-
mittee will be the starting point to assess 
needs. 

Pastor Street characterized iHOPE as a 
“noble effort” that the economy just didn’t 
allow to become a success, but promised, 
“If needed, all will pull together.”

iHope
Continued From Page 1

cess to technology and experiences to build 
leadership and life skills.

“Fund A Dream provides endless oppor-
tunities for TIF students,” said Pete Negri, 
TIF board member and CCC host. “You can 
send a child to a prestigious educational 
summer camp, a two-year vocational school 
or even a four-year college. It’s life changing 
for them.”

This year, Fund A Dream will feature 
fi ve categories. One hundred percent of the 
funds raised during Fund A Dream will ben-
efi t the category of choice selected and is 
100 percent tax deductible. A “super” silent 
auction, which is new this year, featuring 
premium items up for bid, including trips to 
Pebble Beach, Calif.; Linville Ridge, N.C.; a 
trip to Cabo San Lucas and a Jewelry Dream 
of Pearls Package provided by Bigham Jew-
elers; and a day with professional golfer 
Brandt Snedeker.

During the CCC, patrons will have the op-
portunity to get to know TIF students as the 
children share their stories, challenges and 
will to succeed.

Ticket prices are $550 per guest; tables 
are available at $5,000 for 10. Sponsor-

ship and underwriting opportunities are 
also available. For more information or to 
make reservations, contact The Immokalee 
Foundation at 239-430-9122, email info@
immokaleefoundation.org or visit www.
immokaleefoundation.org.

Last year’s Charity Classic Celebration 
and Pro-Am raised a combined total of ap-
proximately $1.35 million to fund the foun-
dation’s educational programs for the chil-
dren of Immokalee.

Sponsors of the 2013 Charity Classic Cel-
ebration and Pro-Am are Arthrex Inc., hope 
society; Fifth Third Bank, founding sponsor; 
Jaguar Naples; Porsche of Naples; Bigham 
Jewelers; Naples Illustrated, media spon-
sor; and Kevin Johnson with Morgan Stan-
ley Private Wealth Management. Corporate 
matching sponsors are GE Foundation and 
Caterpillar Foundation.

The Immokalee Foundation has a range 
of programs that focus on building path-
ways to success through college and post-
secondary training, mentoring and tutoring, 
and opportunities for broadening experi-
ences, life skills development and economic 
independence. To learn more about TIF, the 
Charity Classic Celebration, volunteering as 
a mentor or for additional information, call 
239-430-9122 or visit www.immokaleefoun-
dation.org.

Celebration
Continued From Page 1

Submitted photo
Aristeo Hernandez, Don Fites and Dylan Gallegos at this year’s event.

 December 14 - the biggest day in 
Immokalee - there’s only one place to be. 
Christmas Around the World Parade and 
Gala  starts at 5:30 p.m. on the corner of 
Carver and Main Street. Pick up an appli-
cation for the Parade at the local Chamber 
Offi ce-now! The Snow Gala Entrance Fee 
will be $1:00 per person. You must be 36 
inches and taller for this one! Please call 
Parks and Recreations for your vendor in-
formation (Leonor@239-657-1951.

Watch for the “Best Dressed Theme 
Costume” contest at our Snow Gala Event.

First Prize winner . $100.00
Second Prize winner . $50.00
Third. Prize winner . $25.00
Just get off your fl oats and come on 

over to the Snow Gala where the Red Car-
pet will be displayed and make sure you 
are ready to strut your costume down our 
Run Way. To sign up in advance, call or 
email the Chamber Offi ce with your name 

and contact numbers.
If additional information is needed, call 

Cherryle Thomas (239-657-0080) or email 
cherryle@FNTJr@aol.com or ecoc@com-
cast.net, ASAP about the parade. Call Le-
onor (239-657-1951 about being a vendor  
at the Snow Gala).

Parade: 5:30 p.m. (across from The 
Immokalee Seminole Casino) The Gala 
starts at  5 p.m. at our local swimming pool 
and ends at 10 p.m.

Theme: “Rolling Out the Red Carpet at 
Christmas for your Best Hollywood Mov-
ie.”

All fl oat entries must be displayed on 
your fl oat  - the year the movie was made/
produced (this is part of your judging 
scores).

Pictures with Santa start at $5.00 (4x6) 
per person in all our elementary Schools

We have lots of exciting ideas but need 
your support and participation. 

Christmas Around the World 
Parade and Gala is coming

All American Selection
Immokalee High School will celebrated its Under Armor 

All American Selection Thursday, October 3, at 11:30 a.m. J.C. 
Jackson from our own Indian football team will be honored.

IHS Drum Beat
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in most states. Rates as of 4-11-2013. A cost-free MediGuide Medical Second Opinion is included with new policies and administered by MediGuide America. Policy form MMGR(12-09) and state variations. Available only in 
approved jurisdictions. The service is not guaranteed for the duration of the policy. Forms and policy provisions may vary by state. Policy descriptions provided here are not a statement of contract. Please refer to the policy 

forms for full disclosure of all benefi ts and limitations. Services in Florida provided by Charan J. Singh, licensed agent. Advertising compliance #13-188. Please note: Protective Life Insurance Company is primarily a Universal 
Life insurance carrier.  Licensed name varies by state: SelectQuote Insurance Services, SelectQuote Insurance Agency. © 2013 SelectQuote Insurance Services. All rights reserved.

®

We Shop. You Save.

Get the Savings so many of your neighbors have enjoyed. 
Call Today for your FREE, No-Obligation Quote! 

1-800-852-9318. Or visit SelectQuote.com.
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 By Maribel De Armas
Every now and then I like tak-

ing the opportunity to remind 
you that if you have a student in 
your family who is an English 
Language Learner, you have an 
opportunity each afternoon to 
learn what the Collier County 
Public Schools’ English Language 
Learners program is all about. There is actu-
ally a TV show you can watch that’s full of 
the information you need to help your child. 
It’s called Passport to America and the good 
news is that the information that’s shared on 
the show can be viewed and listened to in 
three languages: English, Spanish, and Cre-
ole.  Topics cover just about every aspect of 
school and home life for students who are 
English Language Learners – everything 
from info about the services offered to you 
by the school district’s English Language 
Learners program, to help with writing, 
reading, math, and science for you and your 
child. You will also learn how to improve 
your child’s vocabulary.  

I’m happy to share that a new season of 
Passport to America just started this week 
with an episode focusing on Collier County 
Public Schools’ enrollment process. So, 

make sure to catch the show 
whenever you have the chance.  
Just turn your TV on to The Edu-
cation Channel, Comcast cable 
99, at 5:30 p.m. on any day of the 
week.  We start a new episode ev-
ery month.  And, if you happen to 
be by a computer, you can tune 
in to current and past episodes 

of Passport to America online at 
www.collierschools.com.  Just click on The 
Education Channel icon on our home page, 
go to the Videos on Demand menu item near 
the top of the page to get to the Webisodes. 
Then click on the Passport to America icon 
to pick a topic of interest.

So tonight is the night for our second 
Superintendent’s Town Hall Meeting of this 
year’s series!  We are certainly looking for-
ward to seeing you from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Immokalee Technical Center, also 
known as iTECH (508 N. 9th Street).  Span-
ish and Haitian Creole translators will be 
ready and eager to assist you.  Dr. Kamela 
Patton, our Superintendent of Schools, will 
be leading the conversation where you’ll 
learn all about many of the things going on 
within Collier County Public Schools.  You’ll 
also get a chance to ask Dr. Patton a ques-
tion, if you wish.  See you at iTECH!

Students First

 The Florida Department of Health in Col-
lier County (DOH-Collier) promotes rabies 
awareness, education, and prevention by 
celebrating World Rabies Day on September 
28, 2013.  With the DOH-Collier investigat-
ing over 73 cases per year where an animal 
bites a human and post-exposure treatment 
is recommended to prevent rabies transmis-
sion, Collier County health offi cials remind 
residents that rabies prevention begins at 
home.  

“World Rabies Day provides an oppor-
tunity to increase awareness of a serious 
disease that affects humans and animals,” 
informs Joan Colfer, MD, MPH, DOH-Collier 
Director. “Rabies is 100% preventable.  Pre-
venting rabies is as simple as ensuring ade-
quate vaccination of pets and farm animals, 
avoiding contact with wild animals, and ed-
ucating those at risk.  We recommend, love 
your own animals and leave others alone.”  

Rabies is caused by a virus that people 
and other mammals can get through certain 
exposures to the saliva or nervous tissue 
from a rabid animal and is nearly always fa-
tal without proper post-exposure treatment.  
When an animal is infected with rabies, 
the virus is shed in the saliva and can be 
passed to another animal or a person, usu-
ally through a bite.  Transmission may also 
occur if this saliva or the animal’s nervous 
tissue enters open wounds, the mouth, nose 
or eyes of another animal or person.  In Flor-

ida in 2012 there were 102 animals found to 
be rabid including 59 raccoons, 14 bats, 11 
foxes and 8 cats.  Unvaccinated outdoor cats 
are the domestic animal most likely to de-
velop rabies.  Because of good animal vacci-
nation programs and human post-exposure 
treatment, rabies is an uncommon human 
disease in the U.S.  In the U.S., typically 1-3 
cases of human rabies are reported per year, 
4 were confi rmed by the CDC in 2011.

If your pet, farm animal, or any wild ani-
mal bites you or someone, you should wash 
the wound thoroughly with soap and water 
for at least 5 minutes, contact your physician 
immediately, and report the bite to the local 
health department and/or Domestic Animal 
Services.  If your pet or farm animal is bitten 
by another animal, you should contact Do-
mestic Animal Services, and your veterinar-
ian immediately and have him/her examine 
your pet and assess your pet’s vaccination 
needs.

DOH-Collier promotes, protects and 
improves the health of all people in Collier 
County.  Please protect your family and join 
the DOH-Collier and other community agen-
cies in raising awareness about this serious 
disease, and the methods for preventing it.  
To learn about rabies and World Rabies Day, 
visit www.worldrabiesday.org or http://doh.
state.fl.us/Environment/medicine/rabies/
rabies-index.html.

Love your own (animals) and 
leave others animals alone

 Thursday, September 19, the District and 
the Collier County Education Association 
(CCEA) settled negotiations for the 2013-14 
school year.  As part of this settlement, the 
parties reached tentative agreement on the 
District’s salary proposal to provide teach-
ers with an average increase of approxi-
mately $3,500 on a revised salary schedule. 
This means that teachers will receive an 
average salary increase of just over seven 
percent (7%) this year. The revised salary 
schedule also increases the starting teacher 
salary from $38,198 to $40,400 which will 
support the District’s continued ability to 
recruit and retain highly effective teachers. 

Using District funds combined with an 
additional $7.9 million received this year 
from the Legislature designated for teacher 
salary raises, the District was able to bring 
forward a proposal that provides teachers 
with a substantial increase in salary. Based 
on the mutual desire of the District and 

the CCEA to reach settlement quickly and 
avoid delaying salary increases for teach-
ers, negotiations successfully progressed in 
a collaborative and expeditious manner.  

Superintendent, Dr. Kamela Patton, very 
much appreciates the efforts of both the 
District and the CCEA bargaining teams. 
“I am so pleased that we are able to rec-
ognize the commitment, dedication, and 
hard work of our teachers,” Dr. Patton said. 
“We are grateful that the Legislature helped 
make an even larger raise possible.” 

Prior to being fi nalized, the tentative 
agreements reached during negotiations 
on salary and other items must be ratifi ed 
fi rst by the CCEA and then by the School 
Board.  The target date for submission 
to the School Board for ratifi cation is the 
School Board meeting being held on Octo-
ber 15, 2013. 

Negotiations settled for 2013/14 year
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 An Immokalee woman was uninjured 
in an eight-vehicle crash on CR 876 (Dan-
iels Parkway) and CR 865 (Ben C. Pratt 
Parkway) on September 22. at 6:14 p.m. 
All vehicles were westbound on CR 876 in 
Lee County.

According to the Florida Highway Pa-
trol report, a 2013 Chevrolet Malibu driven 
by Julia Marie Wellman, 63, of Fort Myers 
failed to maintain a single lane and traveled 
into the inside lane of CR 876, colliding 
with a 2012 Cadillac SRX, driven by Ronald 
Frank Patterson, 69, of Fort Myers.

Traveling into outside lane of CR 876, 
the Wellman vehicle collided with a third 
vehicle, a 2002 Chevrolet Siiverado, driven 
by Gregory Paul Hardwick, 41, also of Fort 
Myers. The Malibu continued westbound 
in the center lane and failed to stop for traf-
fi c ahead, striking a fourth vehicle, a 2013 
Toyota Corolla driven by Huy Do, 40, of Le-
High Acres. 

The Do vehicle was stopped for a red 
light. The impact forced the Do vehicle into 
the back of a fi fth vehicle, a 2011 Hyundai 
Sonata, driven by Brian Charles Kelly, 25, 
of LeHigh Acres, also stopped for the light. 

The Kelly vehicle then struck the rear of a 
sixth vehicle - also stopped for the light - a 
2009 Hyundai Sonata, driven by David L. 
Keepler, 74, of Savannah, GA.

Vehicle 5, the Hyundai driven by Mr. 
Kelly, collided left front to right side of ve-
hicle 7, a 2008 Lincoln Navigator driven by 
Ashley Latisha Sanchez, 22, of Immokalee 
- also stopped for the light.

The right side of an eighth vehicle, a 
2010 Lincoln MKS, driven by Stanley A. 
Gerwing, 62, of Tomah, WI., sustained mi-
nor damage from debris.

Ms. Wellman was transported to Lee 
Memorial Hospital in critical condition. Mr. 
Patterson and passenger Sue Carol Patter-
son, 73, both sustained minor injuries and 
were taken to Gulf Coast Medical Center. 

Mr. Do was transported to Lee Memo-
rial Hospital in critical condition. Passen-
ger Khang Do, 5, was transported to Lee 
Memorial, also in critical condition. Thirty-
nine-year-old Hanh Ngoc Quach, was un-
injured and Truc Do, 8, was also taken to 
Lee Memorial in serious condition.

None of the other drivers and passen-
gers sustained any injuries.

Immokaleean uninjured 
in eight-car pile up

 The Immokalee Fire Control District 
was recently presented with a Life Safety 
Achievement Award for its fi re prevention 
accomplishments in 2012 by the National 
Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM) 
Fire Research and Education Foundation in 
partnership with Grinnell Mutual Reinsur-
ance Company. The award was announced 
by J. William Degnan, president of the NAS-
FM Fire Research and Education Founda-
tion. 

“When we hear the fi re truck coming 
down the street and see its lights, we know 
fi refi ghters are responding to someone in 
trouble. What we don’t know is that these 
unsung heroes are doing a lot of things be-
hind the scenes that save lives,” said Alan 
Clark, assistant vice president of Special 
Investigations at Grinnell Mutual. “The Life 
Safety Achievement Award recognizes fi re 
departments for their fi re prevention pro-
grams that have been proven to save lives 
year after year.” 

Since 1994, the Life Safety Achievement 
Award has recognized local fi re prevention 
efforts that have contributed to reducing 
the number of lives lost in residential fi res. 
Immokalee Fire Control District is one of 117 
fi re departments across the United States to 
receive the award this year for recording zero 
fi re deaths in 2012 or reducing fi re deaths by 
at least 10 percent during the year. In addi-
tion, award recipients documented active 
and effective fi re prevention programs as 
well as a clear commitment to reducing the 
number of house fi res in the community. 

Although residential fi res in the U.S. ac-
count for only 20 percent of all fi res, they re-
sult in 80 percent of all fi re deaths. The NAS-
FM Fire Research and Education Foundation 

is committed to reducing that number. 
“Experience tells us that fi re prevention 

activity and public education can signifi cant-
ly reduce life and property loss from resi-
dential fi res,” Degnan said. “Prevention and 
education are very cost effective compared 
to the traditional approach of relying on fi re 
suppression. The Life Safety Achievement 
Award recognizes fi re departments for their 
fi re prevention efforts and encourages them 
to continually improve upon those efforts.” 

About NASFM Fire Research & Education 
Foundation

The NASFM Fire Research & Educa-
tion Foundation is a public interest group 
whose mission is to reduce residential fi re 
deaths and injuries.  The Foundation advo-
cates the use of residential fi re sprinklers, 
smoke alarms, carbon monoxide detectors 
and teaching people fi re-safe behavior. The 
Foundation assists fi re departments with 
implementing residential sprinkler/smoke 
alarm programs on a local basis. The Foun-
dation’s partners include the United States 
Fire Administration, the National Association 
of State Fire Marshals and private industry/
associations with an interest in and commit-
ment to residential fi re safety.

About Grinnell Mutual
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 

in business since 1909, provides reinsur-
ance for farm mutual insurance companies 
and property and casualty insurance prod-
ucts through more than 1,600 independent 
agents in 12 Midwestern states. Grinnell 
Mutual is the 123rd largest property-casualty 
insurance company in the United States and 
the largest primary reinsurer of farm mutual 
companies in North America.

Immokalee Fire Control 
District earns 2012 Life 
Safety Achievement Award

Commissioner Nance offi ce open
Collier Commissioner Tim Nance opened his new offi ce in the Immokalee Government 

Center, 106 South First Street. Regular offi ce hours for Nance at the government center will 
be established soon.

Community Brief



Dr. Kamela Patton’s series of Superinten-
dent’s Town Hall Meetings will continue on 
Thursday (September 26) at the Immokalee 
Technical Center (508 N. 9th Street, Immoka-
lee).  The meeting will be held from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Spanish and Haitian Creole transla-
tion services will be available.

Topics of discussion will include BYOD 
(Bring Your Own Device), STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math), work-
force education, and the B-fi t wellness cam-
paign.  Dr. Patton will also share the district’s 
2014-2016 Strategic Plan, as well as steps 
taken to promote safety and mental health 
awareness.  Plus, with networked laptops 
available at each meeting location, parents 
will have an opportunity to receive technical 
assistance in setting up their Parent Portal 
access and authorizing their child(ren) to 
participate in BYOD.

A question-and-answer period is planned 
for each meeting. Questions will be ac-
cepted the evening of each meeting, but you 
may submit a question in advance by visiting 
www.collierschools.com. Click on the “Ask 
the Superintendent” link under Community 

Input Requested on the right of the page or 

send your question directly to question@

collierschools.com. 

To learn more, call the Communications 

& Community Engagement Dept at 377-

0180, or e-mail to info@collierschools.com. 

With all the construction and revitaliza-
tion taking place in Immokalee it’s hard to 
believe anyone fi nds time to eat. 

But Abey’s Kountry Kitchen knows hardy 
appetites are the norm in this community, 
not the exception and the long-popular spot 
for down home cookin’ has changed with 
the times. 

The Kountry Kitchen, located at the cor-
ner of New Market Road and Nixon Drive 
opened last year an entirely new restaurant 
- with the same fl avorful menu - on the same 
spot as the current restaurant and rennovat-

ed the “old” restaurant into a banquet hall 
for parties and weddings, quinceaneras and 
all sorts of festive gatherings. 

The “old” building’s facade was remod-
eled and rebuilt with the help of a facade 
grant from the Immokalee Community Re-
development Agency. Collier County com-
missioners approved September 10 the re-
imbursed facade grant. 

The Kountry Kitchen is available online 
through Urban Spoon and on Yelp, two 
popular online restaurant referral and geo-
locaton platforms.

 Inner tubes. Towables. Infl atable tubes. 
All are commonly used names for a popular 
boating item, and they come in many differ-
ent shapes and sizes.

“Towed water sports can be a great way 
to enjoy Florida’s beautiful waterways,” said 
Maj. Richard Moore, head of the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s 
(FWC) Boating and Waterways Section. 
“We just want everyone to be as safe as pos-
sible when doing so.”

Unfortunately, there have been several 
recent accidents around the state in which 
passengers on a towable device struck an 
object, such as a dock, channel marker, pil-
ing or other boat. Last year, fi ve people were 
injured and two were killed during these 
types of accidents.

The FWC says these and other accidents 
can be prevented through a few key precau-
tions, including one particularly important 
one.

“When you are operating a boat that is 
towing passengers on a tube or something 
similar, their fate is in your hands,” Moore 
said. “They are not able to steer themselves 
in a safe direction and must rely on you to 
keep them safe. The main safety consider-
ation is keeping them away from all other 
objects.”

Although there is no required specifi c 
distance to keep away from fi xed objects or 
other boats, operators should not pull the 
tuber close enough to anything where there 
is risk of collision.

Doing so could not only result in a cita-
tion but, more importantly, it puts the life of 

the person being towed in jeopardy.
“A good rule of thumb is this: Twice the 

line should be fi ne,” Moore said. “If you 
consider the length of your towline and are 
diligent in keeping your boat at least two 
lengths of your towline away from all boats 
and other objects, you are much more likely 
to provide your riders with an enjoyable, 
safe time on the water.”

The FWC says that these additional safety 
tips are very important as well:

• Any riders being towed behind a vessel 
are required to wear a life jacket; however, it 
cannot be the infl atable style.

• The boat operator must have anoth-
er person onboard who can observe the 
rider(s) being towed and alert the operator 
of any issues. In place of the observer, the 
operator may use appropriate wide-angle 
rear-view mirrors. However, the safest bet 
is to use a “spotter” or observer. That way, 
the operator can concentrate on driving the 
boat and pay attention to what is in front of 
and around him or her. The spotter has a 
much better ability to watch the person be-
ing towed.

• Boaters may pull riders on towable wa-
ter sport items only during the day – from 
a half-hour before sunrise until a half-hour 
past sunset.

The FWC wants to ensure that boaters 
can enjoy all that Florida’s waterways have 
to offer. For more boating information, go to 
MyFWC.com/Boating and click on “Boating 
Regulations” or “Safety & Education.”

Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 

FREE
NEUTER AND SPAY

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

IMMOKALEE MOBILE UNIT CLINIC
Next to the McDonalds • Immokalee • 239-657-2266

CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC
at McDonalds • Clewiston • 863-675-2441

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment 
for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as 
a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for 
the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOWEST PRICE EVERYDAY!
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FWC wants boaters to 
stay safe while tubing

Remodeled showing a new 
facade but the same great food

Submitted photo
The Kountry Kitchen’s facade was remodeled and rebuilt with the help of a fa-
cade grant from the Immokalee Community Redevelopment Agency.

iTECH hosts second school town 
hall meeting tonight



Important Information:
Please read your ad care-
fully the first day it
appears. In case of an
inadvertent error, please
notify us prior to the dead-
line listed. We will not be
responsible for more than
1 incorrect insertion, or for
more than the extent of
the ad rendered valueless
by such errors. Advertiser
assumes responsibility for
all statements, names and
content of an ad, and
assumes responsibility for
any claims against the INI
USA. All advertising is sub-
ject to publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertise-
ment”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
INI USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some clas-
sified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

Auctions

HUGE AUCTION: 
Farm, Ranch,
Construction  

Equipment, Misc.
Tools

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 5TH, 9AM

Now Accepting
Consignments
Frank E Land, 

Auctioneer
www.landauctionservice.com

Lee Civic Center
11831 Bayshore Rd.

Enter at Gate 2
Old Bayshore Rd

N. Ft. Myers, 
FL 333917

(239) 936-4121

AB2084/AU2814

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Employment
Full Time

Drivers: 
$5,000 Sign-On

Bonus! Great Pay! 
Consistent Freight, 
Great Miles on this
Regional Account. 

Werner Enterprises: 
1-888-567-4854

HOUSE CLEANING
Experienced full time 

house cleaners, attention 
to detail, highly motivat-
ed, energetic self starter 

for a fast pace job. 
Serious inquires only. 

No drama! Naples area. 
Leave message at 

239-353-0557.

Multi-Craft 
Journeyman 

Safely fabricate, install, 
inspect, maintain, trou-
bleshoot and repair 
conveyors, hydraulic 
systems, gear boxes, 
pumps, turbines, steel 
structures, chutes, 
fans, pipelines, valves, 
vessels, pressure ves-
sels, etc. 

Utilize miscellaneous 
metal working equip-
ment and processes 
such as arc welding, 
oxygen/acetylene, MIG, 
TIG and plasma meth-
ods to perform welding 
functions. Must be able 
to pass a 6G welding 
test.

Email: 
Jdooley@ussugar.com

Apply online: 
www.ussugar.com

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE

Affordable 2BR and 
3BR Apartments, 

Handicap Unit 
Available

Energy effi cient 
appliances, washer/

dryer hook ups, 
spacious fl oor plans, 
community center on 
site with computer lab 
for resident use and 

classes. From access to 
Carl Kuehner 

Community Center 
educational and social 

programs. Must be 
farm or grove labor 

employed 

Pay no more than 30% 
of your households
adjusted monthly 

income for rent and 
utilities.

Call Rental Offi ce at 
657-2009
Mon-Fri, 

8:00AM-5:00PM
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308
(TDD 1-800-955-8771)

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Provider 

& Employer

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 

Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  

Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management

Privately Owned

Call (239)777-2788

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

Land - Rent

FELDA FARM LAND
FOR LEASE

60 acres & 90 acres 
w/reservoir. 3 phase

power & wells. $270 per 
acre. (239)503-4037

Mobile Home Sale

FELDA:
26 Jackie Dr., 2BR, 2BA.,
Large enclosed Florida 
Rm.  Call 863-517-4626 

or 239-223-5654.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot.
Call 941-347-7171

Business & Service Directory

AUCTION

Mobile Homes
for Rent

(239) 633-1864
ROOFING

Metal Roofs
Re-Roofs

Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158

Lic#CCC1325950 Office: (863) 675-7045
1050 Commerce Dr. Suite B. Fax (863) 612-1158

6 Immokalee Bulletin September 26, 2013

A
D

VE
R

TI
SE

an
d 

G
et

 R
es

u
lt

s

www.newszap.com
click on

classifieds



Spaghetti dinners for sale
Immokalee Chamber President Bernardo 

Barnhart and his assistant-Mariela Romero 
have been very busy with their change of 
career positions and new location, they 
are now ready to get back into the saddle 
with our monthly community spaghetti din-
ners for the sole purpose of fundraising for 
Immokalee Chamber of Commerce Schol-
arship Funds. We need your community 
support.  

The Immokalee Chamber of Commerce 
will be selling spaghetti dinners for $10 per 
plate on September 27, at our local Cham-
ber Offi ce, 1390 North 15th Street. The spa-
ghetti dinner will be prepared by the fi rst 
place winner of our Chamber of Commerce 
Meatball Cook-off. The menu: Home made 
spaghetti with meatballs and sauce, Famous 
Immokalee Salad, hot garlic bread, oineap-
ple-upside cake. If you purchase fi ve dinners 
or more, we will deliver! Tickets go on sale 
now! Serving 11 a.m.-2 p.m. on September 
27.This fundraiser will benefi t IHS Athletic 
Department.

Please call Cherryle Thomas 239-657-
0080 or the Chamber Offi ce @239-657-3237 
to reserve your dinner ticket.

Participate in Wellness Day
Immokalee Wellness Day is set for Sat-

urday, October 1, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
the Collier County Health Department, 419 
North 1st Street. This event provides health 
screenings for residents and information 
about locally available services including 
after school programs, educational oportu-
nities, affordable housing, health resources, 
legal services and job  training programs. 
To set up a booth, bring your own display 
table and chairs for staff. There will be out-
side space between the libray and the health 
department. To register submit the follow-
ing information by September 27: Agency 
name, contact name, address, phone and 
email address to: Empowerment Alliance of 
Southwest Florida, Attn. Dottie Cook, Phone 
239-658-3315 Fax 800-619-7317 email easf@
earthlink.net.

iTECH class open
Machining class, 1500 hours, Monday-

Friday 9 am.-2:15 p.m. Class begins on or 
around December 2, 2013 at the Immokalee 
Technical Center, 508 North 9th Street, 

(239) 377-9900. Program supported by: 
Arthrex, US Sugar, Haynes Corporation, 
Shaw Development. For more information 
about our graduation rates, costs and other 
important information, please visit our web-
site at http://www.itech.edu/gainful_em-
ployment.html

IWSD meeting postponed
The regular board meeting for the 

Immokalee Water & Sewer District sched-
uled for September 18, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. has 
been rescheduled for September 27, 2013 at 
3:30 p.m., due to a lack of quorum.

Landscaping
At the Collier County UF/IFAS Extension 

Offi ce: Saturday, September 28, 9 to 12 a.m. 

Avocados and More for Your South Florida 
Landscape. Gene Joyner, retired UF/IFAS 
Extension educator and manager/propri-
etor of Unbelievable Acres (see:http://fo-
rums.gardenweb.com/forums/load/flgard/
msg110902529107.html) will give a presen-
tation on his experiences in growing avoca-
do, carambola, bananas and other fruit trees 
in south Florida.

Hopkins Tropical Fruit Nursery will have 
fruit trees for sale after the presentation.

Where: 14700 Immokalee Rd. (11 miles 
east of 75, in front of the Collier County Fair-
grounds– just north of Waterways Commu-
nity on 39th Ave NE). FNGLA CEUs pending.  
Cost: $7

Please register at: http://colliercof-
ruittreesjoyner-eorg.eventbrite.com/  

South Park closed
for construction

Immokalee South Park, located at 418 
School Drive, is closed. A new community 
park building will be under construction 
throughout this summer and fall. Construc-
tion is expected to be complete by January 
2014.

The new building will house programs 
such as voluntary pre-kindergarten, after 
school programs, summer camp, senior 
programs, arts and crafts, and special events. 
The building will have classrooms and a 
community room for residents to enjoy. For 
more information, contact Annie Alvarez at 
(239) 867-4121 ext 206, or (239) 252-4449.  

After school 
Nutrition Program

The Southwest Florida Workforce Devel-
opment Board, Inc. announces the sponsor-
ship of the Afterschool Nutrition Program, 
a subcomponent of the Child Care Food 
Program. This program is designed primar-
ily to provide nutritious snacks and suppers 
to children in afterschool programs. Snacks 
and suppers are available at no separate 
charge to the children at the sites listed be-
low: 

iGeneration Charter School 1411 Lake 
Trafford Rd, Immokalee, FL

Community Center 321 North 1st Street, 
Immokalee, FL

Sports Complex 505 Escambia St, 
Immokalee, FL

Attention, 2nd Infantry 
Division Veterans 

The Florida Branch of the Second Indi-
anhead Division Association will have its 
annual reunion in Titusville, Florida on Oc-
tober 18-20, 2013 at the Best Western Space 
Shuttle Inn.  All veterans of the 2nd Infantry 
Divisions are invited.  For more information, 
call the branch secretary-treasurer, Donald 
Calnan, at (561) 742-5379 or send an email 
to 2ida.mail@charter.net.  

Running Club 
Comes to Immokalee

The Gulf Coast Runners Youth Team is 
creating a running branch in Immokalee. 

The GCR youth team is open to all young 
runners 7-17. Most of our members are in 
elementary or middle school. We train for 
both fi tness and competition year round. 
Runners have to learn skills such as self-dis-
cipline, motivation, and setting and achiev-
ing goals. The GCR youth team wants to give 
every young athlete who has the desire to 
run, the opportunity to run. If you are inter-
ested in joining the running club- there are 
practices are twice a week, Monday and 
Wednesday, located at the Immokalee High 
School Track at 5:00pm. There is no cost to 
join-get involved! If you have any questions 
Hugo Gijon (239) 273-3171.

Parks and Rec 
launches web site

Collier County Parks and Recreation re-
cently launched its mobile web site. 

Access www.collierparks.com on your 
smart phone or tablet to view the mobile 
device-friendly site. Add the Collier County 
Parks and Recreation icon to your home 

screen to access quickly the information you 

need to enjoy all the recreational amenities 

offered by Collier County Parks and Recre-

ation.  

For more information, contact Parks and 

Recreation Administration at (239) 252-

4000.

Childcare available
A Step Up Immokalee, operated by Collier 

Child Care Resources, Inc., provides child-

care for teen parents, school district teach-

ers and staff, county workers. They care for 

infants to four years of age Monday through 

Friday 6:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. with extended 

hours till 3 p.m. There is a warm and inviting 

atmosphere  with nurturing childcare pro-

viders, free childcare tuition to members of 

the Teenage Parenting Program. Located at 

701 Immokalee Drive. Phone 239-377-1172; 

cell 239-980-9021 or go to www.collierchild-

care.org.
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 (September 20, 2013 – Naples, FL)  The 
Education Foundation—Champions For 
Learning™ is pleased to announce the Board 
of Directors for the 2013-14 term. 

Jim Hoppensteadt, Board Chair, explains, 
“Champions For Learning is very fortunate 
to have such dedicated board leadership. 
The time and talent each of our board mem-
bers brings to this organization makes an 
incredible impact as we work to bring our 
community together to invest in innovate 
practices that enrich the environment for 
student learning.”

Champions For Learning strives to be 
the voice of a community that values learn-
ing by providing real world learning for stu-
dents and families; teacher, principal and 
community engagement; community-based 
networks; and strong, sustainable fi nancial 
support.

Members of Champions For Learning 
2013-14 Board of Directors are: Jim Hoppen-
steadt Chair, Dianne Mayberry-Hatt

Immediate Past Chair, John Brooks Vice 
Chair, Kathy Connelly Vice Chair, Dick Mu-
nro Vice Chair, Keith Walker, Treasurer, Brad 
Galbraith Secretary, Susan McManus Presi-
dent, Carol Boyd, Steve Brinkert, Andrew 
Buschle, Mary Cone, Lynn Yaeger Davidson, 
Brian Hamman, Hunter Hansen, Sharon 
Hood, Jim Lintzenich, Peter Manion, Sandy 
Parker, Greg Pasanen, Dr. Kamela Patton, 

Gary Personette, Roy Terry, George Walters, 
Jr., Trudy Weisberg

“We are excited to welcome our newest 
members to the board, who will bring with 
them a fresh perspective and new ideas,” 
states Susan McManus, President of The Ed-
ucation Foundation—Champions For Learn-
ing.  “Together with our returning members, 
their knowledge and guidance will offer tre-
mendous benefi t to the organization.”

Champions For Learning’s Board is hap-
py to share that the foundation has received 
the coveted 4-star Charity Navigator rating.  
“This puts The Education Foundation of Col-
lier County in a very select group of high-per-
forming charities,” according to Ken Berger, 
President and CEO, Charity Navigator. “Out 
of the thousands of nonprofi ts Charity Navi-
gator evaluates, only one out of four earns 4 
stars -- a rating that, now, with our new Ac-
countability and Transparency metrics, de-
mands even greater rigor, responsibility and 
commitment to openness.  Champions For 
Learning supporters should feel much more 
confi dent that their hard-earned dollars are 
being used effi ciently and responsibly when 
it acquires such a high rating.”

To learn more about Champions For 
Learning, please visit www.ChampionsFor-
Learning.org or call 239-643-4755.

Champions For Learning 
announces 2013-14 Board

 (September 23, 2013 - Naples, Fla.)  
The Salvation Army in Collier County 
will accept Thanksgiving and Christmas 
assistance applications in Immokalee on 
October 2 and October 3 (remainder of 
Collier on Oct 22, 23, 24 and 25).  Fami-
lies who registered with Toys for Tots 
previously should now apply through 
The Salvation Army in Collier County.   

Residents can also apply online at 
http://napleschristmascheer.com.  Appli-
cants will still need to register in person 
with their documentation, but will save 
time at the “Express Application” line. 

“This year we know there will be an 
increase in requests for toys and food. 
Just last year The Salvation Army in Col-
lier County helped more than 2,200 chil-
dren and seniors with gifts and 25,000 
individuals received Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meals,” says Major Dan Proc-
tor, Regional Coordinator. “We are grate-
ful for all the community support we re-
ceive every year.  With that help, we can 
do everything in our power to make sure 
that every family and every child is taken 

care of for the holidays.” 

Apply in person at 2050 Commerce 

Ave #3 in Immokalee: 

• Wednesday, October 2 from 9:00 

am to 3:00 pm 

• Thursday, October 3 from 11:00 am 

to 7:00 pm 

Applicants need to bring: 

• Photo ID – Valid Driver License 

preferred (other acceptable ID includes 

Passport, Birth Certificate, School ID or 

Green Card) 

• Proof of child’s age – Must bring 

child’s Birth Certificate 

• Child’s clothing and shoe size(s) 

Learn about The  Salvation Army 

in Collier County at www.SalvationAr-

myNaples.org , on Facebook search for 

SalvationArmyNaples, and follow them 

on Twitter: @SalArmyNaples. 

Salvation Army accepting 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
applications in Immokalee
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