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The Immokalee Chamber 
of Commerce is enjoying a re-
surgence, thanks to the energy; 
exuberance and pure Immokalee 
pride of new Director Bernardo 
Barnhart. With typical enthusiasm 
to kick off the chamber’s monthly 
breakfast meeting he declared, 
“It feels good to be in Immoka-
lee!” He then opened a meeting 
crammed with information and 
contacts important to Immokalee.

The fi rst order of business was 
to quickly recap the 2012 Harvest 

Festival, which boasted over 30 
fl oats this year. 2012 Harvest Fes-
tival royalty, Miss Harvest Festival 
Diana Sanon and Junior Miss Aza-
riah Howard, attended the meet-
ing. Director Barnhart wanted the 
roomful of important Immokalee 
businessmen and women to know 
that the young ladies will available 
for appearances to help them high-
light their businesses. The young 
ladies commented on the “great 
experience” they have had thus far 
as contestants and now represen-
tatives of their hometown.

Florida BETA Club Vice Presi-
dent Kerby Henry of the Immokalee 

High School BETA Club explained 
the Seed Challenge fund raiser to 
the group, a fund raiser to help IHS 
BETA students get to the national 
convention in Greensboro, NC., in 
June. The Immokalee BETA Club 
will compete in  academics, group 
talent and Kerby will run for na-
tional BETA vice president. Among 
the local projects BETA members 
have taken to heart is the luminar-
ia event at Immokalee’s Relay for 
Life cancer fund raiser.

Lori Turrubiartez of Lipman 
Company took a moment to an-

Immokalee Chamber looks to the future

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin
Bernardo Barnhart is Immoka-
lee Chamber president.See CHAMBER — Page 2

By Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

Immokalee is famous for what 
grows here. Usually, people are 
talking about the wonderful vege-
tables and citrus that come out of 
this area, but Immokalee grows 
something else that’s even more 
important.

Its youth.
Aaron Henry is the latest of 

Immokalee’s favorite sons to 
make the world sit up and take 
notice, after signing on with the 
Oakland Raiders as a free agent. 
Pro football has been Aaron’s 
dream since he was small, but he 
will tell you that his dream hasn’t 
come easily.

Aaron Henry:
Drawing 
strength 
from support

Summer will soon be here and 
Immokalee students will be out of 
school. As every year Guadalupe 
Center will be providing educa-
tional opportunities over the sum-
mer vacation which is critically im-

portant to the academic success of 
the children of Immokalee.

According to Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Summer 
Learning, on average students 
lose approximately 2.6 months of 

grade level equivalency in mathe-

matics during the summer months 

and teachers spend 4 to 6 weeks 

re-teaching material that students 

Guadalupe Center set to hold free 
summer camp for young students

Courtesy photo/Guadalupe Center
Children will soon be out of school and ready for the summer! Rather than providing the sum-
mer months whiling away the heated days, children can enjoy learning at the Guadalupe Cen-
ter in the STAR program.

See STAR — Page 2See HENRY — Page 2
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have forgotten.
The Guadalupe Center STAR Program is 

rich with academics, engaging student in-
terest and creating a learning environment 
that continuously reinforces what students 
learned during the school year, lessening 
the review time teachers need to spend 
when school starts back in August. Stu-
dents enrolled in the program spend their 
days learning about foreign countries and 
people, trying food from distant places, and 
strengthening their mathematics, reading, 
writing, and science skills so they can start 

the school year ready to learn. In addition 
to the academic component of the program, 
students also participate in fi eld trips, mar-
tial arts classes, art programs, and water day 
activities.

Besides engaging students in learning and 
fun, the STAR Program also allows students 
a safe place to spend their summers and pro-
vides breakfast, lunch, and snack…all free of 
charge! Program dates are June 13-Aug. 3, 
from 8:30 a.m-5 p.m. at both Pinecrest and 
Highlands Elementary Schools.

Enrollment for any student currently in 
kindergarten, fi rst, or second grades will be 
running until May 16, from 8-10 a.m. and 4-6 
p.m. at the Guadalupe Soup Kitchen, 211 S. 
9th Street. For more information please call 
239-658-1999 and ask for Vera or Velma.

STAR
Continued From Page 1

This former Immokalee High School In-
dian, BETA Clubber and a top safety on the 
gridiron graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin on December 18, 2011. 

He told the audience at the Chamber of 
Commerce monthly breakfast on May 2, that 
he’s always dreamed of playing in the NFL. 

With a tough home life that included an 
absentee mother, incarcerated father and 
nine sisters. Aaron was raised by his grand-
mother in Immokalee. He said that when he 
came to live with her from Fort Myers, he 
was very troubled. To this young boy, a dys-
functional family was “normal.”

He recalls struggling in school, unable to 
read or write, but his grandmother provided 
him with everything he really needed.

She taught him to read with the help of 
Dr. Seuss and instilled in him the word of 
God. Aaron said he found it would “take me 
so much further than football or even educa-
tion.”

Raised with religion, in the Victims in Je-
sus Christ Tabernacle, Aaron said he’s only 
now really beginning to understand what it’s 
all about. It has helped him understand that 

God always answers. “The answer may not 
come when you call,” he said, “but it always 
comes in time.”

Gradually he brought his grades up 
from Ds and Fs to As and Bs. He excelled in 
sports. But he said that being from Immoka-
lee helped elevate him because of the strug-
gles he had to confront and the support he 
received.

He graduated from IHS in 2007 and it 
seemed he left Immokalee behind, but the 
strength he built in his hometown remains 
his bedrock.

He compared growth to a caterpillar, 
which he said almost has to become a liquid 
before the butterfl y can emerge from the co-
coon. In just that way, he said his struggles 
in Immokalee prepared him for the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin.

As a freshman All American, he said he 
needed something to fall back on. It was his 
faith and his upbringing in Immokalee.

Knee problems almost cut his football 
career short before it really got started. From 
his hospital bed he said he prayed, but had 
to realize that football may not be in his fu-
ture. He would need a back up plan. After 
his freshman year he said he began to focus 
on Jesus Christ and on his academics. He 
became a “real student,” he said.

He stayed with football but the trouble 

with his knee continued and at age 21 he 
was told he had the knees of a 50-year-old.

After three knee surgeries over 1.5 years 
the doctor told him he may not fi nish his col-
lege football career. It might not go any fur-
ther than taking his team to the Rose Bowl 
his junior and senior years. Things certainly 
weren’t going as planned but he knew he 
had to get himself together.

When, with his grandmother’s support, 
Aaron earned a degree in Consumer Affairs 

and Business she cried.
He expected to be drafted in the recent 

NFL recently, but that didn’t happen. Instead, 
he signed as a free agent with the Oakland 
Raiders. 

“I know where my faith lies,” Aaron 
told the chamber audience. In Immokalee, 
he said, you’re able to “come from a small 
place and go bigger places” and he thanked 
the community for its support.

HENRY
Continued From Page 1

nounce that the company’s Homerun Har-
vest Softball Fund raising Event Saturday, 
April 28, was a huge success. The double 
elimination softball tournament fund-raiser 
managed to provide 750 backpacks for 
needy Immokalee students for the upcom-
ing school term. She said the group plans to 
distribute the backpacks July 28 and needs 
volunteers.

There will be no breakfast meetings in 
June or July but the chamber is planning 
a party for Friday, June 15, at 6 p.m. at the 
chamber building.

Code Enforcement Director Diane Flagg 

told the group that the county is following 
some 24,000 ongoing foreclosures. She said 
at this time there are some 1,000 vacant 
homes in the county that code enforcement 
is responsible for maintaining. The goal is 
to stabilize the taxable value of property, re-
duce crime and keep homes in good shape. 
She said they work with the sheriff ’s offi ce 
and fi re district.

Ms. Flagg said that on June 1, the depart-
ment will rotate district supervisors. Chris-
tine Perez will be coming back to Immoka-
lee, where she started in 2003 and worked 
for three years.

Director Barnhart announced that there 
are some openings on the chamber’s board 
of directors. Anyone interested in serving is 
urged to call the chamber at 239-657-3237.

CHAMBER
Continued From Page 1

Thinking about buying a home or just 
want to know more about the steps to be-
coming a homeowner?

Now is a great time to buy a house due 
to the low prices, but do you know what is 
involved in becoming a homeowner and 
are you ready for it? These issues and others 
will be discussed at the Welcome to Hom-
eownership Class to be held Saturday, May 
12, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Southwest 
Florida Works (formerly known as the One-
Stop) in Immokalee.

In the workshop, we will focus on the 
pros and cons of owning a house, what it 
takes to qualify for a loan through a bank, 
how to determine how much home you can 
afford, the process of fi nding a home, mak-

ing an offer, and closing on the home.  We 

will also cover what to expect after closing, 

how to maintain a home, and how to build 

and maintain a budget to address unexpect-

ed items that may occur. 

The workshop will be offered by the Em-

powerment Alliance of Southwest Florida. 

The Empowerment Alliance is a 501(c)

(3) non-profi t organization and is a HUD-

approved Housing Counseling Agency. The 

workshop is also sponsored by Fifth Third 

Bank.

The workshop is free. To register, please 

call Angela Johnson at the Empowerment 

Alliance at 239-658-3325.  

Homebuyer/Homeowner 
workshop offered Saturday

Naples Zoo treats moms to a ‘Free Zoo Day’ on Mother’s Day
Mom will be welcomed in the Zoo free Sunday, May 13 for Mother’s Day with a cou-

pon from the Zoo’s website and the purchase of one child or adult ticket at regular price. 
Coupon required and cannot be combined with other offers, online tickets, or zoo mem-
berships. Valid May 13, 2012 only. For more, visit www.napleszoo.org, call (239) 262-
5409, or www.twitter.com/NaplesZoo and www.facebook.com/napleszoo and www.
youtube.com/napleszoo.



HERE’S MY CARD
Keep the number of these locally owned businesses on 

hand for all of your service & shopping needs.

Put your card in this space 
for six weeks for 

Only $90!
Call us at 239-657-6000

or e-mail 
cbadsales@newszap.com

for more info

715 Crestview Drive
Immokalee, FL 34142

239-658-8267
Office Hours:

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 10-5

Income Restrictions Apply

OPEN HOUSE
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FREE BBQ!
May 19 from 11am to 2pm
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Another four?
Tim Nance candidate for Commission 

District 5 is running against an Entrenched 
Establishment Politician, Jim Coletta.

Jim Coletta has been in that chair for 12 
years and is asking for another four. Under 
his stewardship, Collier County has gone 
into more than half a billion dollars in debt. 
Just think about that number. What has he 
done for District 5? Do you see any improve-
ments in our district?

How about Immokalee? Any improve-
ments there? No fair counting the beautiful 
landscaping and lighting, Immokalee voted 
to tax themselves for those luxuries.

I see a District 5 crumbling before our 
eyes, jobs are non-existent, new business 
promised, non existent, when it comes to 
District 5, there’s no money available. 

When something needs to be done for 
citizens of District 5 its the Civic Leaders, Civ-
ic Groups, and the citizens themselves that 
come to the rescue.

Twelve years was plenty of time for a 
County Commissioner to take care of his Dis-
trict. With nothing to show for those twelve 
years we need to retire Jim Coletta.

Tim Nance knows every facet of District 
5, living and working in Dist. 5 since 1982, 

Volunteering in civic organizations, Local 
government agencies and community ser-
vices plus several charities. Tim Nance cares 
about the citizens of District 5, not special 
interest.

Tim will need our help and support to 
beat the establishment incumbent. Please 
consider a small donation to Tim, so he can 
start making changes to the way the Collier 
Commission spends our tax dollars.

Please donate to http://www.timnance.
net/donate.html

Shari Monetta,
District 5

Dear Community Leader, 
The School District of Collier County is 

interested in hearing your thoughts as we 
move forward with the development of a 
5-year plan that will further enhance the ca-
reer and college pathways for our students. 
Please join us to share your interests and 
ideas at one of the following Listening Ses-
sions:

• May 15 at Lorenzo Walker Institute of 
Technology, Room 5-123, 3702 Estey Av-
enue, Naples 4:30 – 6 p.m.

• May 17 at Immokalee Technical Cen-
ter, 508 North 9th Street, Immokalee 4:30–6 

p.m.
Joe Paterno, Executive Director, South-

west Florida Workforce Development 
Board, Inc., will be facilitating these events. 
We welcome your input on what skills we 
want our students to attain upon graduation, 
how to choose career topics for academies, 
which certifi cations are meaningful, how 
to address barriers to student participation, 
how to effectively engage businesses, what 
kind of involvement do businesses want to 
support.

Please e-mail Sara Fennessey at Fen-
nesSa@collierschools.com to register to at-
tend.

Collier County Schools

Golfers needed
The Rushman-Micah Angel Foundation 

needs your help!
The NBA and NBA Cares Foundation has 

joined WAL-MART and Hodges University as 
one of our inaugural golf and gala sponsors 
for our May 26 event at the Ritz-Carlton Golf 
Resort.

We need golfers and the community to 
come out and support our collaborative 
effort to raise awareness for technology in 
education in Collier and Lee counties and 

the arts in health initiative in Immokalee. 

(http://www.arts.ufl .edu/cam/programMod-

el_Immokalee.aspx)

For the NBA to support our collaborative 

efforts in southwest Florida, this is HUGE! 

The NBA executive staff will be in atten-

dance for our gala and we would like for you 

to be at the table with our guests.

Our CEO Eddie Rush, a NBA referee for 

over 25 years is leading this effort to promote 

engaged education with a collaborative rela-

tionship with our communtiy stakeholders.

Will you help get the word out? We wish 

to get 18 teams to play to help fund our ini-

tiative for the youth in our community on 

Saturday, May 26, Memorial Day weekend. 

Will you take the lead in making sure this is 

a success?

Please visit our website www.rmaf-fl .org 

and our Facebook, Rushman-Micah Angel 

Foundation to see our work efforts.     

Share this within your network to encour-

age participation.

Sincere thanks,

Eddie Rush & the RMAF Board 

& Friends

Letters to the Editor

Weather forecast for Collier County - Immokalee and sur-
rounding area from the National Weather Service

Local weather
Thursday: A 50 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms, 

mainly after 2 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a high near 89. Light wind 
becoming west between 12 and 15 mph. Winds could gust as high 
as 20 mph.

Thursday night: A 30 percent chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 8 p.m. Partly cloudy, with a low around 65. North wind 
between 5 and 9 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Friday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. North wind 

between 3 and 6 mph. 
Friday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 64. Northeast wind between 7 and 9 

mph. 
Saturday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 87. East 

wind between 9 and 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Saturday night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 63. 
Sunday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 86. 
Sunday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 62. 
Monday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. 

Weather Forecast

The 20th 
annual Nation-
al letter car-
rier “Stamp out 
Hunger” food 
drive will be 
held on Satur-
day, May 12.

Immokalee 
residents are 
encouraged to 
leave non-per-
ishable foods 
like canned 
soup, canned 

vegetables, pasta, rice or cereal (no glass 
please) next to their mailbox prior to the 

time of regular delivery on Saturday, May 
12. City and Rural letter carriers will collect 
these donations which will help to stock 
Immokalee food pantries.

Shopping bags promoting the food drive 
are being delivered to homes as a reminder 
to participate in the food drive. Residents 
can also drop off their donations at the Post 
Offi ce.

We hope our postal patrons will help 
“stamp out hunger” here in Immokalee.

For more information about the annual 
Stamp Out Hunger food drive, visit www.
helpstampouthunger.com or www.face-
book.com/StampOutHunger, and follow 
the drive at www.twitter.com/StampOut-
Hunger. 

Letters carriers to help 
‘Stamp out Hunger’
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Education,
training, success!
By Joe Landon
Collier County District Schools

Twelve good men formed 
the fi rst class in the Immokalee 
Technical Center’s (iTECH’s) 
Heavy Equipment Mechan-
ics program when it began in 
August of 2010. Now, on June 
1, these graduating adult stu-
dents will don caps and gowns and walk 
across that stage to accept their Career Cer-
tifi cates in one tough job market. But the 
good news is, they aren’t spending a lot of 
time worrying about fi nding work. Instruc-
tor Robert Moore tells us that nine of the 
twelve men in his class already have jobs 
lined up, which will pay them well – from 
$14 per hour to the current high of $19.50 
per hour. These adult students essentially 
went through the interview process last 
summer while working as interns for ma-
jor companies like Ring Power and Kelly 
Tractor. 

Instructor Moore is simply ecstatic about 
the success of the program he runs. “The 
gift of a state-of-the-art Caterpillar motor 
grader to iTECH is one of the crowning 
jewels for us. Dealer service trainers don’t 
usually have a machine of this sophistica-
tion for students to learn on. The folks at 
Caterpillar, Kelly Tractor, and the Immoka-
lee Foundation didn’t just work with us to 
get this program off the ground; they’ve 
been with us every step of the way.” Moore 
is excited about being able to work in an 
environment at iTECH that he calls “sup-
portive of technical education, where the 
rigorous training required by industry gets 
the respect it deserves.” He’s proud of his 

program and especially 
proud of his students.

Adult student Roberto 
Salazar describes the choice 
he made in his own words. 
“I fi nished high school, but 
didn’t know what to do 
next. I like hands-on work, 
so I thought this program 
would be perfect for me. 
Having it here in Immoka-
lee makes all the difference 

because it’s pretty expensive to drive to 
Naples or Fort Myers every day. Thanks to 
the program I’m ready to start a career – 
working in Tampa at the same place I did 
my internship last summer. I knew that en-
rolling at iTECH was a good decision, but 
what I didn’t know was I’d have a job lined 
up a whole month before I fi nished school 
– and that’s a really good feeling.”

Gerardo Bustamante also plans to work 
at his internship site in Tampa. Mr. Busta-
mante says, “When it’s all settled, there 
should be at least fi ve of us moving to the 
Tampa Bay area. I’m sure we’ll miss our 
families, but we will move knowing that we 
have the skills we need to get our careers 
going. The transition shouldn’t be too hard, 
though, because we already know some of 
the other techs there and the fi ve of us will 
stay in close touch. Some of us may even 
rent a place together to save money since 
we’re just starting out.” Mr. Bustamante 
added, “I think it’ll be fun!” And we’re sure 
it will be. Good luck to these twelve good 
men!

Are YOU looking for a career? Then get 
with the good people over at iTECH. Just 
call 239-658-7080 or go online to www.
itech.edu. There you’ll fi nd everything you 
need to get yourself on the path to a suc-
cessful career.

Students First

Highlands El-
ementary School 
(HLE) is celebrat-
ing diversity and 
they’re doing it by 
holding a special 
“Culture Day” on 
Friday, May 11. 
This all-day event 
will take place at 
the school (1101 
Lake Trafford 

Road, in Immokalee) in two sessions: ses-
sion one, from 8:30-10:40 a.m., will be for 
HLE students in grades 3-6, and session two, 
from 11:30-2:20 p.m., is set for grades K-2. 

HLE students will learn about a variety 
of countries and regions by travelling with 
their class to visit pavilions set up around the 
school campus. The students will visit indi-
vidual pavilions representing Greece, Ger-
many, Mexico, Africa, Haiti, and Costa Rica. 

The food pavilion will feature a sample buf-

fet where students will have the opportunity 

to taste some culinary treats from various 

cultures. A literacy pavilion will feature the 

history of comics and graphic novels from 

American Literature for the fi rst session, and 

the German fairytale Frog Prince during ses-

sion two. But, the fun doesn’t stop there – a 

fashion show will showcase students mod-

eling ethnic attire. 

So, HLE’s Culture Day is not just about 

learning about other cultures - it’s about 

experiencing the music, art, and foods that 

make up the diverse backgrounds of so 

many of the students within Collier County 

Public Schools.

To learn more, please contact the school 

at 377-7100.

Highlands Elementary 
celebrates cultural diversity

Collier County Public Schools invites you 
to come and watch some of the fi nest intel-
lects compete in the fi nal rounds of the 27th 
Annual Collier County Middle School Schol-
ar Bowl Tournament. The top three teams 
in each division (North, South, and Central) 
are ready for the fi nals, set to be held at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Administrative 
Center, located at 5775 Osceola Trail., from 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., on May 9 (North), May 
10 (South), and May 11 (Central).

Scholar Bowl is an academic competition 
designed to recognize Collier County’s aca-
demically-talented middle school students. 
Throughout the tournament, teams from 
each of the participating schools compete 
against each other based on questions from 
the areas of mathematics, science, language 
arts, social studies, current events, and fi ne 
arts. Each game has three rounds, with eight 
toss-up questions, plus earned bonus ques-

tions in each round, and two team questions 
at the end of rounds one and two. 

The fi nal game for each of the three divi-
sions will air live on The Education Channel, 
cable 99, at 12:30 p.m. on May 9 (North), 
May 10 (South), and May 11 (Central). Each 
division fi nal will be rebroadcast, as well, on 
the following scheduled: 

North: 4 p.m. – May 14 and May 21
4:30 p.m. – May 19-20 and May 26-27
6 p.m. – June 2-3
South: 4 p.m. – May 15 and May 22 
6 p.m. – May 19-20 and May 26-27
7:30 p.m. – June 2-3
Central: 4 p.m. – May 16 and May 23
7:30 p.m. – May 19-20 and May 26-27
9 p.m. – June 2-3
To learn more about the Middle School 

Scholar Bowl Tournament, please contact 
Ashleigh Koch, Coordinator of Academic 
Competitions at 239-377-4489. 

Middle School Scholar Bowl
recognizes academically talented

Effective Monday, May 7, the Immoka-
lee Branch Library, 417 N. First Street, 
Immokalee will close from 1 to 2 p.m. for 
staff to take lunch. The library will be open 
during the traditional lunch time and will 
reopen before area schools dismiss. This 
change is only temporary and regular un-

interrupted hours will resume as soon as 
current job vacancies are fi lled.

Hours are: Monday: 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednes-
day: 9 a.m. – 1 and 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.; Thurs-
day:- 11 a.m. – 1 and 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday:  9 a.m. – 1 and 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Local library hours to change



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

This spring, The Immokalee Foundation, 
a nonprofi t organization devoted to fostering 
a brighter future for the children of Immoka-
lee, will proudly watch as 14 students from 
the organization’s College Success program 
earn diplomas from institutions including 
Florida State University, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, University of Florida, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, University of Iowa and 
University of Central Florida.

College Success provides ongoing men-
torship for students, helping them with in-
dividual academic plans that guide them 
through graduation. The program assists 
students as they navigate the complex world 
of fi nancial aid and to develop important life 
skills such as fi nancial responsibility, time 
management and study habits.

Nancy Sanchez, who will graduate from 
Florida Gulf Coast University on April 29, with 
a bachelors degree in social work, said the 
ongoing support was crucial in helping her 
achieve her goals. “TIF workshops helped 
me to achieve many academic goals that I 
had set for myself,” she said. “Plus, I had the 
chance to meet new people and experience 
many activities within the community.”

After graduation, Ms. Sanchez plans to 
continue her education – she has applied for 
a master’s program in social work, a voca-
tion for which she is passionate. “I have al-
ways been interested in helping others and 
social work is a way for me to truly be there 

for someone and act as a support system 
for children and families.”

According to program manager Nancy 
Omonte, staff members maintain routine 
contact with the students, helping them to 
problem solve and make wise decisions. 
The ultimate goal of the College Success 
program is to put students in a strong posi-
tion to graduate from college.

Elisa Huapilla is one of many gradu-
ates that credit the staff and supporters of 
The Immokalee Foundation for part of her 
success. An English Literature major gradu-
ating from Florida State University at the end 
of April, Ms. Huapilla is the fi rst person in 
her family to attend college. “The program 
has great staff that supports us and believes 
in us,” said Ms. Huapilla. She said while the 
fi nancial support that TIF provides is essen-
tial to her success, it is mentors like Nancy 
Omonte that truly make a difference.

“TIF provided me with a great mentor,” 

noted Ms. Huapilla. “Ms. Omonte 
has always motivated me to achieve 
higher grades, more service hours 
and the perseverance to succeed.”

Once graduation is over, Ms. Hua-
pilla won’t be resting for long. She 
has signed on with the United States 
Department of Defense, where she 
will be working with primary child 

development centers on U.S. military 
bases – in locations such as Hawaii 

and the Netherlands – as a Camp Adventure 
intern.

In 2004, Claudenet Exceus came to 
Immokalee High School from Haiti as a non-
English speaking student. By his senior year, 
he had admission letters to Michigan State, 
University of South Florida, FGCU and Uni-
versity of Florida. This spring, he will gradu-
ate from UF as a sports management major 
and business administration minor. He, too, 
says TIF has helped him get where he is to-
day. “I have had a great experience being in 
the College Success program,” he said. “Ms. 
Omonte always checks up on me and gives 
me advice. During my freshman year, I was 
having trouble with English papers and her 
encouragement to use the writing centers 
helped me tremendously.”

Mr. Exceus, who worked as a volunteer 
with the UF football team as an equipment 
manager, plans to get a job in the sports 
industry upon graduation, then return to 
school to get a master’s degree in business 

management. “With my passion and hard 

work ethics, I know I will achieve my dream 

of being successful,” he said.

Other TIF students that will graduate from 

college this spring include Tomas Baltazar, 

Cecelia Estrada, Brittany Gonzalez and Ma-

ria Mendoza, Florida Gulf Coast University; 

Milca Bellegarde and Kristen Dimas, Florida 

State University; Emmanuela Lebrun, Uni-

versity of Florida; Aaron Henry, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison; Ambline Jean and Jose 

Mendieta, University of Central Florida; and 

Brittney Matthews, University of Iowa.

Huapilla said she wishes every student 

had the opportunity to achieve their dreams, 

and is grateful that TIF has helped her, and 

others, accomplish their aspirations. “Every 

child should have the opportunity to succeed 

in school and become a productive member 

of society,” she said. “Thanks to TIF, we have 

been given that chance.”

The Immokalee Foundation has a range 

of programs that focus on building path-

ways to success through college and voca-

tional school, mentoring and tutoring, and 

opportunities for broadening experiences 

and life skills development. To learn more 

about volunteering as a mentor or for addi-

tional information, call 239-430-9122 or visit 

www.immokaleefoundation.org.

Celebrate: Fourteen TIF students graduate from college
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The Healthcare Network of Southwest 
Florida has received a $5,000 grant from 
the Immokalee Foundation, Inc., for its Chil-
dren’s Fund. This fund is a resource of “last 
resort” for the most impoverished children 
in our community. 

The Healthcare Network established the 
Children’s Fund with the help of the Immoka-
lee Foundation over 15 years ago after fi nd-
ing fundamental medical healthcare needs 
often go unmet in the lives of Immokalee’s 
children. The professionals at our pediatric 
offi ce have identifi ed the most essential gaps 
in funding for pediatric patients in their care 
as prescription medications, dental emer-
gencies, eye exams and glasses.  

The mission of the Immokalee Founda-
tion is to build pathways to success for the 
children of Immokalee.  Resolving health 
issues is often necessary before these path-
ways can be followed. We at Healthcare 

Network support the future of Immokalee’s 
children by working to improving their health 
care status, thus enhancing their educational 
opportunities. The goal is to promote proper 
health, alleviate pain and suffering, and en-
hance sensory capabilities, which will sup-
port their ability to learn and interact effec-
tively. The fi nancial assistance the Children’s 
Fund receives from The Immokalee Founda-
tion is indispensable to the work Healthcare 
Network does within the Immokalee com-
munity and in meeting our mission. 

Healthcare Network (www.healthcare-
swfl .org) is a private, not-for-profi t “safety 
net” health care provider offering primary 
and preventative medical and dental health 
care services throughout Collier County 
through a network of 12 health care loca-
tions and the Ronald McDonald Care Mo-
bile®.

Healthcare Network receives grant 
from the Immokalee Foundation 

Boys & Girls Summer Camp to open registration
Boys and girls Club Summer Camp at Lake Trafford Elementary School for fi fth, sixth, 

seventh and eighth grade students will run from June 11-August 3 Monday through Fri-
day 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at LTES, 3500 Lake Trafford Road. Meals are provided and include a 
light breakfast, hot lunch and snack. Admission is free for all fi fth, sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade students in Immokalee, but space is limited. Bus transportation is available. 
Stop by the front offi ce of Immokalee Middle School from 3:30-6 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
only to pick up an application.

For more information, contact Ms. Evelyn Amador at 239-377-8996. 



Place Your Ad Online, 
From the Comfort of Your Home!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

MACHINIST
~ Full Time Perm ~

Job Responsibilities: Sets up, cali-
brates and operates machining equip-
ment including manual engine lathes, 
shapers, jig boxes, brakes, grinders, 
drill presses, milling machines, and 
heavy duty presses to assemble and or 
fabricate parts and complex assemblies.

Job Requirements:
• 3 + years conventional machining 

experience.
• Ability to read and interpret specifi ca-

tion manuals, blueprints, templates 
and layouts.

• Ability to read caliper’s, micrometers 
and gauges.

• Ability to grind tool bits.
• Ability to work shifts and overtime as 

necessary.

Email: Jdooley@ussugar.com

Apply online at:
 www.ussugar.com

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Employment
Full Time

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises.

 
Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Apartments

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot.
Call 941-347-7171
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!



Collier County Sheriff Kevin Rambosk 
submitted his proposed budget for fi scal 
year 2013 to the Collier County Board of 
Commissioners on Wednesday in accor-
dance with Florida statute. 

Over the past four budget cycles the Col-
lier County Sheriff ’s Offi ce has decreased its 
budget by $20.6 million, with an accumula-
tive offset of over $48 million. Along with 
these deep budget reductions, CCSO has 
held the line on crime in our community and 
increased services and programs. Sheriff 
Rambosk said “We have maintained safety 
in our community with one of the lowest 
crime rates throughout the entire state. We 
are committed to continuing all this and 
more with the same resources as last fi scal 
year.” 

The $131,973,300 budget amount for fi s-
cal year 2013 is the same as CCSO’s current 
budget. It is the amount needed in order to 
maintain the agency’s level of service to the 
community, Sheriff Rambosk said. 

Despite four consecutive years of substan-
tial budget decreases, CCSO has partnered 
with businesses, organizations and the com-
munity to attain many accomplishments at 
no additional cost to taxpayers. 

“Thanks to our community partners and 
the dedicated men and women of the Col-

lier County Sheriff ’s Offi ce we have actually 
been able to increase our level of service to 
the community despite multiple rounds of 
budget cuts,” Sheriff Rambosk said. 

These initiatives include: 
• Summerfest - The Sheriff ’s Offi ce’s 

most ambitious youth program is made pos-
sible with the help of more than 200 com-
munity partners. During Summerfest depu-
ties oversee an array of free, fun and safe 
activities for thousands of Collier County 
students on summer break. 

• Collier County Organized Retail 
Theft Association - This program is a 
network of retailers and law enforcement 
representatives who share intelligence in-
formation and retail crime trends. Deputies 
members meet monthly to share intelli-
gence information such as pictures of inci-
dents and alerts and discuss trends they are 
seeing. 

• Community Safety Teams - Citizens 
are partnering with deputies to help address 
code enforcement and other problems at 
the neighborhood level. 

• Community Cleanups - Deputies 
partner with the community to clean debris 
from neighborhoods and canals to address 
blight and make neighborhoods safer. 

• Community Safety Plan - While most 

strategic plans are created by law enforce-
ment for law enforcement, CCSO takes the 
groundbreaking approach of drawing the 
community into the process. Working with 
the community, CCSO identifi ed fi ve areas 
of focus - youth programming, traffi c safety, 
crime prevention, community outreach and 
communication. This process earned the 
agency the prestigious Innovation Award 
from the Economic Development Council of 
Collier County in 2010. 

• Data-Driven Approaches to Crime 
and Traffi c Safety - A program that inte-
grates location-based crime and traffi c data 
to establish the most effective and effi cient 
methods for deploying law enforcement 
and other resources. 

• Second Chance Cell Dog Program 
- This partnership between CCSO, the Hu-
mane Society of Naples and the Southwest 
Florida Professional Dog Trainers Alliance 
teaches inmates how to obedience-train 
dogs to make them more adoptable. The 
program teaches inmates life and career 
skills along the way. 

• Online Crime Reporting And On-
line Crime Mapping - Citizens wishing to 
report certain crimes in Collier County can 
now do so from home without meeting with 
a deputy, thanks to CCSO’s online crime re-

porting. Online crime maps help keep the 
community informed of what’s going on in 
their neighborhood. Both are available at 
www.colliersheriff.org. 

• Social Media Platform - A free iP-
hone app, CCSO2go, is the newest addi-
tion to the agency’s social media platform, 
which includes Facebook, Twitter, the Collier 
Star e-newsletter and ccso.tv. 

• AED-Equipped Patrol Cars - Thanks 
to a partnership between CCSO and the 
American Heart Association, all agency pa-
trol cars are equipped with a life-saving au-
tomated external defi brillator. 

Business & Service Directory

AUCTION

1998 Ford
1FMZU34X4WUB45706

Time for a new car? Check out this auction on
May 21, 2012 at 9am

Keith’s Towing
925 E. Delaware Ave. • Immokalee, FL

(239) 657-5741

ROOFING
Metal Roofs

Re-Roofs
Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158
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Know more about it
Did you know…?
Every year, approximately 15,000 Ameri-

cans die from liver cancer or chronic liver 
disease associated with viral hepatitis. De-
spite these statistics, viral hepatitis is not well 
known. In fact, as many as 75% of people 
with chronic viral hepatitis do not know that 
they are infected. Without knowing if they 
are infected, these individuals cannot receive 
lifesaving care and treatment.

• 3.5–5.3 million Americans are living 
with chronic (lifelong) viral hepatitis—hep-
atitis B or hepatitis C. Most of them do not 
know that they are infected, placing them at 
greater risk for severe, even fatal, complica-
tions from the disease and increasing the 
likelihood that they will spread the virus to 
others. 

• Collier has 3490 total reported cases of 
Hepatitis C and 571 total reported cases of 
Hepatitis B. Note per above, since up to 75% 
of people with viral hepatitis do not know 
they are infected, Collier estimates we have 
up to approximately 12,000 or more undiag-
nosed cases of viral hepatitis in the county. 

• A specifi c blood test is the only way to 
know if you have viral hepatitis.

• Hepatitis B and C viruses can cause 
chronic hepatitis, leading to cirrhosis, liver 
failure, and liver cancer. 

• Anyone can get hepatitis B or C, but 
some populations are disproportionately 
burdened with these infections, including 
African Americans; Asian Americans and 
Pacifi c Islanders; past and current injection 
drug users; persons born between 1945-
1965; and gay, bisexual and other men who 
have sex with men.

In support of Hepatitis Testing Day, May 
19, and observance of May being Hepatitis 
Awareness Month, the Collier County Health 
Department and community partners will 
offer Hepatitis (HEP) screening, as well as 
Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) screen-
ing and HIV testing as follows:

May 14:
FREE HIV Testing: Marion E. Fether Medi-

cal Center
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
May 15
FREE HIV Testing: Marion E. Fether Medi-

cal Center
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
May 16
FREE HIV Testing: Marion E. Fether Medi-

cal Center
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
May 17

FREE HIV Testing: MarionE.FetherMedi-

calCenter

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

May 18

FREE Rapid HIV Testing: Marion E. Fether 

Medical Center.- Immokalee

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FREE Rapid HIV Testing & HEP Screen-

ing 

Collier County Health Dept.- Immokalee

8:30 a.m. -4 p.m.

Collier County Health Dept. - Immokalee: 

419 1st Street, Immokalee; Call 239-252-

7300. 

Marion E. Fether MedicalCenter: 1454 

Madison Ave W, Immokalee; Call 239-658-

3000.

National Hepatitis Testing Day - May 19 - Get tested

Sheriff submits ‘Hold the Line on Crime’ Budget for FY 2013 

The Collier County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce wants 
the community to be 
aware of telephone 
scams and know what 
can be done to avoid 
falling victim to them. 

1) The caller pre-
tends to be a fam-
ily member, usually a 
grandchild, and asks 

for money. The caller asks the victim not tell 
other relatives because they don’t want to 
worry the family. The caller may even know 
the victim’s name, nickname or other infor-

mation because they have tracked down de-
tails about the person through social media 
websites such as Facebook. The caller asks 
the victim to send money via Western Union, 
MoneyGram or some other method. This is 
a scam. If you believe a family member is in 
need of fi nancial assistance, call them back 
at their contact number and verify that they 
called. 

2) The caller claims to be a collection 
agent or law enforcement offi cer and de-
mands payment or else a warrant for arrest 
will be issued. The caller asks for money to 
be sent as described above, or may request 
a credit card number over the phone. Do 

not comply. Law enforcement will never call 

and ask you to pay money in order to avoid 

arrest. If you owe a collection company, call 

them and verify that a representative called 

to collect money. 

3) A caller claims to be a computer tech-

nician and says he needs your computer’s IP 

address to fi x your computer. Do not provide 

this information. If you allow the caller to ac-

cess your computer, he can obtain much of 

your personal information and steal your 

identity. Nobody knows your computer is 

having issues unless you report an issue 

fi rst. 

CCSO warns community about phone scams



          American Discount Pharmacy
                 (877) 791-MEDS (6337) or (239) 658-6123

www.AmericanDiscountPharmacy.NET

50 TEST STRIPS
$21

machine for

 $50
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