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To Submit News
The Immokalee Bulletin welcomes submissions from
its readers. Opinions, calendar items, story ideas and
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reach our newsroom. The deadline for all news items
is 11 a.m. on Monday prior to the following
Thursday’s publication. 
E-Mail: ibnews@newszap.com

To Place a Display Ad
Phone: (239) 657-6000
The deadline for all advertising is 4 p.m. on Friday
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Our Purpose…
The Immokalee Bulletin is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a unique
trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a mission of
journalistic service to the citizens of the community.
Since no dividends are paid, the company is able to thrive
on profit margins below industry standards. All after-tax
surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s mission of jour-
nalistic service, commitment to the ideals of the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and  support of the
community’s deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to

live and work, through our dedication to consci-
entious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make
their own intelligent decisions about public
issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, pur-
poseful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, fearless-
ness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or poten-
tial conflicts to our readers.

• To correct our errors and to give each correction
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write
about.

• To treat people with courtesy, respect and
compassion.
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Health Dept. issues warning 
against exposure

The Hendry & Glades County Health De-
partments have issued an advisory to warn 
people against exposing themselves, their 
pets or their livestock to the waters in the 
Caloosahatchee River.

This advisory applies to the river’s fresh-
water segments from the Moore Haven 
Locks extending westward through LaBelle 
to the Lee County Line, as well as the river’s 
tributaries because of possible sporadic but 

potentially harmful algae blooms. 
If the river waters look greenish, off-color, 

smells different or if you see dead or dis-
tressed animals or marine life, local health 
offi cials are recommending folks not to fi sh 
in the waters, not to participate in recreation 
in the waters and do not to drink the water. 

Algae may grow in lakes, canals and riv-
ers throughout the region for the foresee-
able future and tracking all of them is im-
practical.

Local health offi cials may upgrade this 
advisory to a health warning if toxic blooms 
are identifi ed in public areas. 

Caloosahatchee River 
exposure considered harmful

By Rick Heers
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

Immokalee’s fi rst hot air balloon launch, 
sponsored by the Seminole Casino, drew 
thousands of people to the community 
this past weekend. However, due to higher 
winds than expected, the balloons were 
unable to leave the ground.

The hundreds of people who arrived 
early Saturday and Sunday mornings were 
hopeful that they’d see these thirty giant 
balloons gently leave the earth and go sky-
ward. However, regulations do not allow 
the balloon to leave their tethered spots 
unless the winds are less than 8 knots, and 
unfortunately, winds were measured in 
excess of 9 knots, with even greater gusts 
occasionally.

Those who came out early were amazed 
to stand alongside these giant balloons 
which were infl ated by fl ames that trapped 
the heated air and held them aloft with a 
magical glow while tethered to the ground 
waiting and hoping for better weather re-

ports.
The many who came still had the op-

portunity to enjoy scores of booths with 
great food, games and entertainment. 
Drums’n’ Strings, a classical string quartet 
and a great drummer serenaded visitors 
from the temporary stage.

For those who stayed around they got 
to enjoy a wonderful parade down Main 
Street later in the morning. Floats and fan-
cy cars carried local participants including 
the honorary chair, and the newly crowned 
Harvest Festival Queen-Diana Sanon, and 
Junior Queen-Azariah Howard. Organized 
by the Immokalee Chamber of Commerce 
president, Bernardo Barnhart, this year’s 
Harvest Festival was coordinated to return 
to the community of Immokalee a great 
weekend festival that had been absent for 
several years.

Despite the balloons not going aloft, ev-
eryone attending had a great time and are 
already making plans for the 2013 Harvest 
Festival.

Up, up and almost away - 
Wind conditions keep 
Balloon Festival grounded

Page One photos...
Waddy Thompson

Seminole Casino’s Balloons Over Paradise Festival was staged to enhance
Immokalee’s tourism appeal as well as to benefi t local charities. 

Adam Herrera
Mr and Mrs. Joel Salazar, Grand Marshal and his “fi rst lady” of this year’s pa-
rade.

Adam Herrera
This year’s Harvest Fest Queen, Diana Sanon.

Patty Brant
Chamber of Commerce President, Bernardo Barnhardt.

Waddy Thompson
An amazing array of hot air balloons showed up at last weekend’s Balloons
Over Paradise Festival.

Patty Brant
Harvest Festival Grand Marshal Joel Salazar took a few minutes out of his du-
ties Saturday to make sure the Immokalee Salad was just right! Florida Semi-
nole Princess Jordan Osceola and Little Mr. Florida Seminole Vincenzo Osceola
had a great time riding in the parade.

By Joanne Loukonen
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

The Harvest Festival Pageant was a huge 
success! There were 17 young ladies com-
peting for the two Queen titles. Competing 
for Jr. Miss Harvest Queen were: Josselyn 
Solorzano, Maria Ramirez, Jennifer Villa, 
Cartaya Billie, Natalie Garcia, Kyra Stewart, 
Azariah Howard, Biank Guadian, Lauren 
Posada, Jaylen Carroll, Ariana Martinez & 
Carica Astrel. Azariah Howard was selected 
as the new Jr. Miss Queen. First runner-up 
was Carica Astrel. Talent winner was Aza-
riah Howard. 

Five young ladies competed for Miss 
Harvest Festival Queen. They were Alex 
Romero, Alexis Aquilar, Kritina Contreras, 
Diana Sanon, and Yecenia Solorzano. Diana 
Sanon was chosen the new Miss Harvest 
Festival. First runner-up was Alex Romero. 
The girls sold over $1,600 in advertising for 
the pageant booklet. The top ad sale winner 
was Natalie Garcia. The second place trophy 
went to Azariah Howard. 

The evening began with an opening 
number to the music “Harvest Time” by 
Luke Bryan. The Immokalee Beta Club had 
decorated the stage and the lobby with giant 
helium balloons in the shapes of vegetables 
and fruit and hung glittered “Harvest Time” 
signs. All of the young ladies competed in 
modeling, talent, evening gown and a ques-
tion and answer portion. The modeling com-
petition was especially fun as each girl had 
to model her interpretation of a vegetable or 
fruit grown in Immokalee. They were quite 

creative and the crowd was very enthusi-
astic. All of the contestants learned many 
skills that can help them in the future, such 
as walking, modeling, vocal expression and 
exploring and developing their talents. Not 
to mention the responsibility for showing 
up  for 40 hours of practices and rehearsals. 
Added to that, they had to obtain their spon-
sors, sell ads, and turn in their money. busi-
ness cards, and ads for the pageant book. 
The judges and accountants were thrilled to 
be gifted with a big cooler full of Immokalee 
fruits and vegetables and salad dressing. 

The 2011 Jr Miss Maleighna Cade enter-
tained the crowd and the 2011 Miss Harvest 
Festival Queen Lisa Carver asked the on-
stage questions. Both queens had a page in 
the Pageant book sharing their memories of 
their year representing Immokalee. 

The 2011 pageant director, Joanne Lou-
konen, also directed the “Harvest Time” 
pageant. Her committee consisted of Mrs. 
Linda Ayer, who also did an outstanding job 
as master of ceremonies; Norma Ramirez, 
who put together the gifts for the judges, 
Aixa Ramirez, who helped with the music se-
lection and also worked backstage assisting 
the girls with make-up and hair; Eva Deyo, 
who printed the fi nal copy of the pageant 
book; Danny Campos, who choreographed 
the opening number and worked as our 
stagehand; Everett Loukonen, Pete and Julie 
Cade worked the sound and lighting booth; 
Mrs. Audrey Moss and the Beta Club put all 
of the decorations together.

Harvest Festival Pageant 2012



HERE’S MY CARD
Keep the number of these locally owned businesses on 

hand for all of your service & shopping needs.

Put your card in this space 
for six weeks for 

Only $90!
Call us at 239-657-6000

or e-mail 
cbadsales@newszap.com

for more info

LABELLE TOBACCO
Full cartons $26.87 • Half cartons $14.95

Located at the intersection of highways 80 & 29
67 North Bridge St (next to Little Caesars Pizza)

Ask about our VFW, American Legion & Truckers Discounts
Open: 9am to 7:30pm Monday thru Saturday

and 11am-5pm on Sunday
For more information call 863-342-8021
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A Harvest Fest ‘Thank You’
We would like to take this opportunity 

to thank the community of Immokalee for 
the warm welcome we received this past 
weekend at the Harvest Festival. With the 
invitation from Mrs. Joanne Loukonen to at-
tend and perform at the festival’s pageant. 
It was a wonderful evening watching all the 
girls represent Immokalee and a congratu-
lations goes to Diane Sanon the 2012 Har-
vest Festival Queen and Azariah Howard the 
2012  Harvest Festival Jr Queen. We extend 
our thank you to the Immokalee Chamber 
of Commerce especially Mr. Bernardo Barn-
hart Chamber President and Mr. Daniel Ro-
sario, Executive Director. We enjoyed riding 
in the parade and performing at the festival, 
you truly treated us like royalty! Also, a huge 
thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas who invit-
ed us and gave us VIP status and welcomed 
us to Immokalee like we were their own. It 
was a privilege representing LaBelle, and it 
is occasions like this that bring our commu-
nities closer to one another.

Sincerely,
Mallory Allen and Abby Arnold
2012 Miss Swamp Cabbage Queen 

and Princess

2012’ Annual Harvest
Festival Event

Our Harvest Festival Queen Competition 
started of our Harvest Festival Event Off. Our 
winners of the Queen competition are as fol-
low:

Miss Harvest Festival Queen; Diana 
Sanon 

1st runner up - Alexandra Romero
Talent - Diana Sanon
Jr. Miss Harvest Festival: - Azariah How-

ard
1st runner up - Carica Astrel
Talent - Azariah Howard
Overall Ad Sale winner: - Natalie Garcia
2nd Place Ad Sales - Azariah Howard
On Saturday April 14, Our Harvest Festi-

val started with a parade on 9th and Main 
Street going all the way to our Regional Air-
port Park.

The  winners of our Parade Float and 
walking entries are as follow:

1st Place - Seminole Tribe of Immokalee
2nd Place - I-Tech of Immokalee
3rd Place - Highland Elementary School
Comerical Float Winner:
1st Place - Lozano Restaurant

Little Mr & Ms Tomato:
1st - Place Mr. Tomato winner - Lazarus 

Deyo
2nd - Place Ms. Tomato winner - Alexis 

Sophia Rodriguez.
*Contestants of the Tomato Contest are: 

Ricardo Aguilera, Jr., Salizidy Analee Aguil-
era, Lazarus Deyo, Kaylee Carter, Nicolas 
Brown, and Frederick John Prather. Jr.

Mr. “Legg” Contest are as follow:
Darkest Legs- Larry Wilcoxson
Whitest Legs- Tim Nance
Hairiest legs- Danny Campos
Most Muscular legs- Bernardo Barnhart
Longest Legs – Tim Nance
Thinnest Legs- Mr. Fred Thomas
Youngest Legs- Danny Campos
Oldest Legs – Mr. Jim Coletta-County 

Commissioner
Sexiest Legs – Bernardo Barnhart
OVERALL BEST LEGS In The Contest – 

Bernardo Barnhart 2012 Winner of the An-
nual Harvest Festival Mr. Legg Contest

All of our entertainment was simply 
GREAT Special recognition goes to Eden 
Park Elementary Dancers the students had 
the Festival crowd Spelled Bound.

On behalf of the Immokalee Chamber 
of Commerce, and all of our community. 
we would like to give Special Thanks to this 
years Grand Parade Marshal. Joel Salazar for 
his loyal and committed time to our commu-
nity in making this Harvest Festival a memo-
rable occasion like the olden days and for 
helping to make our Wild Hog BBQ (cour-
tesy of the Hyways and Byways Ministries, 
Inc.) with the Immokalee Salad, a delicious 
meal served to all the Festival attendees .

The Immokalee Chamber of Commerce 
gives special Thanks to all of our community 
supporters, all of our committee members 
involved in making this a beautiful Harvest 
Festival Event

Thanks,
Cherryle Thomas--Event Organizer 

Disrespectful audience
How disappointing! I was involved in 

helping with the production of the recent 
Harvest Festival Queen Pageant. 

The night of the pageant, certain individu-
als, in the audience were extremely rude and 
disrespectful of the pageant participants.

Seventeen young ladies from our local 
area participated in the pageant and were 
judged on their modeling, talent, and com-
munication skills. These seventeen ladies 
can take a lot of pride in their accomplish-
ments as the result of endless practices of 
their talent and production numbers. If you 
were not there, you missed a great show.

I challenge those individuals in the audi-
ence that created the ruckus to try to acquire 
some of that “Indian Pride” that makes you 
respected men and women of society and 
not losers.

Oh, and by the way, several of the giant 
balloon decorations in the lobby were stolen 
as attendees were leaving. 

These expensive decorations were cre-
ated by the Beta Club and the property of 
the Pageant and were to be used by the 
Immokalee Chamber of Commerce at the 
Harvest Festival.

Everett Loukonen
Immokalee

Letters to the Editor

Church to host garage
sale fundraiser

House of Prayer of the Living God, Inc. will 
host a benefi t yard sale on Saturday, April 21, 
7:30 a.m. – Until. All proceeds benefi t OUR 
ministry and local residents. To donate items 
or space availability, call: 239-826-7073.

Immokalee Community
Skate Park set to open

Immokalee Community Parks will host 
Immokalee Community Skate Park Grand 
Opening this Saturday, April 21, from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. There will be an invocation by 
New Harvest Ministries, of Clewiston during 
the ceremony. There will be food, music, 
skate demos and guest speakers.

Community Meeting planned
A meeting is planned to discuss a petition 

regarding South Immokalee Park, Dream-

land Park, and Immokalee Sports Complex 

Fitness Center. The meeting will be held on 

Monday, April 23, from 6-7 p.m. at Immoka-

lee Community Park, 321 N. 1st Street, 239-

657-4449

Block party with 
fun & food for families

First Baptist Church is having a special 

Block Party for all families and children in 

Immokalee with fun, games and food free 

for all! This Saturday, April 21, from 9 a.m.-

Noon all children from Immokalee are invit-

ed to come and enjoy free games, rides, hot 

dogs, popcorn and ice cream in the big fi eld 

beside First Baptist-1411 Lake Trafford Road. 

This is First Baptist Church’s way of saying 

“We want to show God’s love to all families 

of Immokalee.”

Community News in Brief
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By Donna Johnston
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

Amazing is the word to describe the Sec-
ond Immokalee Run & Ride event for Litera-
cy that took place at the Farm Worker Village 
in Immokalee on Saturday and Sunday, April 
14 and 15. The weather gods were kind for 
the two day event which brought out a re-
cord number of athletes and participants for 
both the 5k run/walk on Saturday and the 
bicycle rides on Sunday.

On 5k race morning, 70 runners showed 
up to the starting line. Following the race 
participants enjoyed breakfast tacos pre-
pared by the mothers of the Family Literacy 

Academy. Awards were distributed to top 
male and female fi nishers as well as to run-
ners in gender and age categories. Also, 
numbers were called for drawing prizes that 
were donated by local businesses: Lozano’s 
Mexican Restaurant, Davis Oil Co., Tropical 
Smoothie, Lake Trafford Marina, The Se-
cret Ingredient, Gulfview Photography, and 
Naples on the Run. Prizes to all participants 
were the bags fi lled with fresh vegetables 
provided by Lipman’s Produce and McDon-
ald’s coupons that each walker/runner took 
home. On ride morning, approximately 166 
cyclists came to ride one of three routes: a 
metric century (62 miles), a thirty mile loop, 

and a 15 mile course that traveled to Lake 
Trafford and back. Riders enjoyed breakfast 
tacos prepared by the mothers of the Fam-
ily Literacy Academy before starting. Upon 
completing their rides participants were 
treated to grilled chicken, black beans and 
rice donated by Roma in Havana, pizza do-
nated by Little Caesar’s, and an Immokalee 
salad prepared with fresh vegetables donat-
ed by Lipman Produce. A raffl e during lunch 
included prizes from Lazano’s Mexican Res-
taurant, Trek Bike of Naples and Estera, Lake 
Trafford Marina, Handy Food Stores, Caloosa 
Riders, Gulfview Photography, and Quality 
Inns & Suites Gulf Resort. Each participant 

left with a veggie bag and coupons for Tropi-
cal Smoothie, Trek Bike, and McDonald’s.

Sponsors for the Run and Ride for Liter-
acy are Lipman Produce; Johnson Tomato 
Company; Pepsi Bottling Group; Southwest 
Florida College; Kenneth K. Thompson, P.A.; 
International Health Plans; HSA Engineers & 
Scientists; Collier County Housing Author-
ity; Florida Community Bank; Kipling Capi-
tal, L.P.; Publix Super Markets; One on One 
Leadership Foundation; and All-Star Truck 
Brokers, Inc.

All proceeds from this event go to the 
Family Literacy Academy of Immokalee 
managed by Jump Start.

Run and Ride for Literacy: A great day for all

“Special guest” 
wows kids at
Village Oaks
By Joe Landon
Collier County District 
Schools

Daniel Guzman-
Ramos is a senior 
at Immokalee High 
School, a migrant student, who is being 
recognized by the National Association of 
State Directors of Migrant Education. In a 
congratulatory letter to Daniel he is told 
the recognition is because of “your mobil-
ity and work in agriculture, your excellent 
academic record, and your persistence in 
overcoming the many obstacles which 
have confronted you in your young life.” 
Members of the association’s scholarship 
committee are “educators and advocates 
of migrant students who know the barriers 
that mobility as a migrant family member 
can present to students as they face differ-
ences in language, curriculum, expecta-
tions and requirements.” Daniel will travel 
to the 2012 National Migrant Education 
Conference in Portland, Oregon at the end 
of the month. He’ll be featured on the pro-
gram, be presented with his award and a 
$3,000 scholarship check, and then share 
his experiences as a migrant student in 
an acceptance speech. Members of the 
scholarship committee and the migrant 
education program staff said they were 
inspired by Daniel’s story telling him he 
is to be “commended for the courage you 
have shown in overcoming challenges and 
for your perseverance in achieving your 
dreams!” We’ll share his personal story 
with you next time here in our Students 
First column.

This is FCAT week in our schools with 

some testing going on next week as well. 
And did you hear that “Katy Perry” popped 
in on an FCAT/SAT 10 pep rally over at Vil-
lage Oaks Elementary School for students 
in grades 3 thru 6 last Friday? Check out the 
photo. So it was actually Assistant Principal 
Angie Torres-Ferber playing the part of Katy 
Perry singing songs like “Fireworks” with 
the lyrics changed up just a bit to focus on 
studying and testing. Then there was the 
Black Eyed Peas’ tune “I Gotta Feeling, this 
Book’s Gonna be a Good Book.” You get 
the idea. Are these songs running through 
your head yet? They are mine. Then the 
song “Don’t Blame it on the Moon” had 
a new title, “Don’t Blame it on the FCAT,” 
and new lyrics to celebrate how well-pre-
pared all of the Village Oaks students are 
for FCAT and SAT10 thanks to their awe-
some teachers and school staff. There 
were some cleaver skits, too, performed 
by the school’s Related Arts Team, as well 
as students and teachers in grades 3-6, all 
about being ready to tackle FCAT. 

As you probably know, the FCAT mea-
sures student achievement of what are 
known as the Next Generation Sunshine 
State Standards which are taught daily in 
our schools. Because of the outstanding 
teaching that’s taking place daily in our 
Immokalee classrooms, and because of 
the hard work of our students, we know 
that they’ll do well. We wish them the very 
best!

Students First

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Collier County District Schools
What? Who is this “famous” singer visiting Village Oaks 
Elementary students? Is it really Katy Perry? Actually, 
great look alike, Assistant Principal Angie Torres-Fer-
ber wowed the kids with some familiar Katy Perry tunes 
with an “FCAT Twist.”

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Antonacci
On Sunday morning at 8 a.m.  came send off words from Steve Rodgers, presi-
dent of Caloosa Riders, and Dee Siemianowski, director of the Family Literacy 
Academy to riders participating in the event. Cyclists rode the 62 mile Metric 
Century on Sunday and runners started out at 8 a.m. from the Farm Worker Vil-
lage on Saturday.
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r 

Gold
!

Dinero 

Por Su 
Oro!

YOUR LOCAL PAWN STARS!!
LaBelle

302 W. Hickpoochee Ave
863-675-3565

Immokalee
330 New Market Road W

239-657-8444

Solid Gold Jewelry
40% Off

Must Present Coupon
Expires 5-30-12

Does not include jewelry with stones

Watch Batteries
$5.00

While you wait!
Must Present Coupon

Expires 5-30-12

We Pay Cash for:
Trucks

Cars
Motorcycles
4-Wheelers

Silver Coins
Gold Jewelry

Visit our website for
additional store locations

www.capitalpawn.com

8 Locations to serve you!
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Employment
Full Time

Come Join Our 
Mission

Enjoy a Career with 
Purpose.

Your career can have 
new purpose as you 

help us provide quality 
medical/dental care for 

our community.

Family Health Centers, 
Inc. is adding the 
following positions 

to our team:

Experienced 
Dental Assistants

https://home.eease.com
/recruit/?id=50167

Qualifi ed applicants 
apply online at the link 

above.

We offer an excellent 
salary, incentive, and 

benefi ts package.

We are looking for 
candidates who 

exemplify our Core 
Values of Honesty, 

Respect, Teamwork, 
Professionalism, 

Confi dentiality, and 
Quality of Care.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Washer, stove and re-
frigerator for sale 
239-634-9828

MIRA VERDE
MOVE IN SPECIAL, 1st MONTH 
FREE! $20.00 Application Fee

• 2 BEDROOMS AT $364.00 PER MONTH
• 3 BEDROOMS AT $411.00 PER MONTH
• 4 BEDROOMS AT $464.00 PER MONTH

           LOCATED AT:            CALL US AT:
   6760 Santa Fe North    (863)675-3339   
            LaBelle, FL

FREE GIFT FOR EVERY NEW RESIDENT!
Here’s the keys to your new home!

Aqui estan las llaves de su nueva casa!
REGALO PARA CADA RESIDENTE NUEVO

MIRA VERDE
ESPECIAL DE ENTRADA
PIMER MES GRATIS!!

$20.00 cargo de aplicacion

• 2 RECAMARRAS  A  $364.00 POR MES
• 3 RECAMARRAS  A  $411.00 POR MES
• 4 RECAMARRAS  A  $464.00 POR MES

    LOCALIZADOS EN:      LLAMENOS AL:
  6760 Santa FeNorth    (863)675-3339   
           LaBelle, FL

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises.

 
Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

FARM MANAGER needed for produce 
farm in LaBelle area. Overseeing day-to-
day activities related to fi eld preparation, 
harvesting, and tracking farm production. 
Successful candidates must have demon-
strated ability to be organized, disciplined, 
work well under pressure and complete as-
signed tasks under stressful situations, as 
well as a positive example to others.   Ap-
plicants must have previous superviso-
ry/managerial experience and a minimum 
of fi ve years tenure on a vegetable farm.  
Knowledge of and experience with com-
mercial farm equipment including tractors, 
loaders, sprayers and cultivating equip-
ment is required as is experience in har-
vest and post-harvest handling. 
Competitive salary + benefi ts package. 
Email resume to: jobresumelp@yahoo.com

Now Hiring
Are you a talented Barber 

seeking employment?
Contact Lorie 
239-634-9828

Murphy’s Beauty 
& Barber 

509 Main St, Immokalee

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

RESIDENT
MANGAGER

needed for local
apartment complex to 

operate offi ce and 
oversee maintenance.

Resume and
references required.

Call today!
(239)300-1221

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

Pets/Supplies

All New Happy 
Jack Kennel Dip II 

controls fl eas, ticks, 
mosquitos, stable fl ies & 
MANGE without steroids.  

Biodegradable
JACK & ANNS 

FEED & SUPPLY 
www.happyjackinc.com

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Appliances

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Apartments

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

1, 2 & 3  Bedroom Apts

Willowbrook Place,
Garden Lake, Summer 
Glen, Heritage Villas &  

Southern Villas.

Please call 
239-657-3204

For more information.

Handicapped
 Accessible.

Hearing Impaired:
Call 800-955-8771

Equal Housing
Opportunity

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity

Provider and Employer

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

Jubilation - 2 br./ 2 ba. 
Gated community locat-
ed on the Campus of 
Hodges University. 
Washer/dryer, Swim-
ming pool & Tennis Ct. 
$850 mo. + Sec. dep. 
239-503-0080.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Apartments

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com
Mobile Home
Rent

CRESENT ACRES - 2br 
2bath mobile home. 
$300/mo. or $75/wk

  Call 863-245-2477.

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Campers/RVs

Wanted all Travel 
Trailers, Motor Homes 
and Fifth Wheels. Any 
Condition, Cash paid 

on the spot.
Call 941-347-7171
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

READING A
NEWSPAPER
MAKES YOU A
MORE INFORMED
AND INTERESTING 
PERSON.

No wonder newspaper 
readers are more popular!



By Rick Heers
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

Recently, I HOPE was presented with a 
donation from the Betsy McCormack Fund 
to assist the local ministry to poor families 
in Immokalee with a warehouse-The I D 
C-I HOPE Distribution Center. In early 2011, 
the McCormack Fund generously donated 
$10,000 to help I HOPE establish and open 
its warehouse at the Tradeport Technology 
Park in southeast Immokalee, across from 
the Immokalee Airport.

This year, I HOPE was invited to be one 
of only three organizations to attend and 
glean materials from the International Floor 
and Wall Covering Exhibition at the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando. Reid 
Carpenter, administrator of the McCormack 
Fund this year provided a grant of $6,000 to 
help pay I HOPE’s expenses to bring in ma-
terial from the Trade Show. This weekend 
staff from I HOPE along with several others 
will be attending the conclusion of the show 
and will be bringing back to Immokalee fi ve 
semiloads of tile, granite, marble, and a vari-
ety of other household goods. The I D C has 
recently changed its hours to better serve 
the community-now open from 9-5 P.M. 
Tuesday through Friday, and 9-noon on the 
fi rst and third Saturdays of each month. 

This week I HOPE will be closed on Fri-
day, April 20 and Saturday, April 21 as staff 
will be at the Exhibition Hall. Tuesday, April 
24, members of the I D C are welcome to 
come into the warehouse at 2050 Com-
merce Avenue, Unit #7 to get a fi rst-hand 
look at the new and exciting home improve-
ment materials-tile, carpeting, cabinets, win-
dows, blinds, shutters, etc. that are available. 
For an annual fee of $25 any family can join 
and take advantage of savings of up to 75 
percent off normal costs. Those people who 
have rentals or are in the building industry 
can take out a business membership for 
$100 per year and take advantage of similar 
savings on any materials available.

Other used goods available include a 
65” Mitsubishi projection television, tables, 
couches, pictures and occasionally appli-
ances in good condition. Proceeds from the 
warehouse as well as building supplies con-

tinue to provide I HOPE with the opportu-
nity to repair homes of elderly, low-income 
families. 

FREE GIVE-AWAY-I HOPE will this Thurs-
day only will be giving away whole pallets of 
bathroom, kitchen and border tile to those 
who can carry it away to make room for our 
new merchandise arriving soon.

I HOPE receives grant funds

Business & Service Directory

AUCTION

2000 Dodge
1B3ES46C34D852454

2008 F100 Boat Trailer
40YBF38368F000377

1997 Chevy
1GNDX06E1VD182606

Time for a new car? Check out this auction on
April 30, 2012 at 9am

Keith’s Towing
(239) 657-5741

ROOFING
Metal Roofs

Re-Roofs
Roof Repairs

Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Free Estimates

Lic# CCC037019
981 Cowboy Circle

Office (863)675-7045
Fax (863)612-1158
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Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers
A check to assist I HOPE’s Distribu-
tion Center helping local poor families 
was preesented to Rick Heers from the 
Betsy McCormack Fund. I HOPE was 
only one of three selected for this con-
tribution.

Get certifi ed as a minority 
business enterprise

Women and Minorities: How to Get 
Certifi ed as a Minority Enterprise will be 
presented Saturday, April 21, 10 a.m.–
noon. Presenter Millie Class is a Certi-
fi ed Business Analyst and Disadvantaged 
Business. Enterprise (DBE) Program and 
Coordinator for the Small Business De-
velopment Center at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

Saturday you can meet with a certi-
fi cation expert to get a comprehensive 
overview of the application process. As-
sistance with your application will be 
available. Pre-registration is required. 
Immokalee. Call Rosemary at 239-
867-4121 or email: RosemaryDillon@
Immokalee.Biz. The presentation will be 
held at 1320 N. 15th Street

Lipman, North America’s largest fi eld to-
mato grower, recently donated $50,000 to 
the Redlands Christian Migrant Association 
(RCMA), an Immokalee-based nonprofi t 
that provides childcare and early educational 
services to children of migrant farm workers 
and rural, low-income families. 

Lipman’s donation will help with the 
construction of RCMA’s middle school, the 
Wimauma Leadership Academy. Funds 
will also support Immokalee Community 
School’s after-school program and will go to 

providing classroom and science supplies.
“Much of our labor force is comprised of 

migrant workers — so, it’s important for us 
to support nonprofi ts like RCMA that help 
the children of our employees,” said Jaime 
Weisinger, director of community and gov-
ernment relations for Lipman. 

Lipman has donated more than $350,000 
to RCMA since 2005. RCMA also operates a 
daycare on the company’s Naples farm in a 
building donated by Lipman.

Lipman donates $50K to RCMA

Submitted photo/Brook Herron
Jim McDevitt, principal of Immokalee Community School (an RCMA charter 
school) and Jaime Weisinger, director of community and government relations 
for Lipman, got a little assistance at their check presentation.

A new speed zone in Hendry County will 
make crossing the road safer for panthers 
and other wildlife. The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
worked with the Hendry County Board of 
County Commissioners and partners such 
as Defenders of Wildlife to create the new 
zones on Keri Road, also known as CR 832. 

Keri Road is a rural road that passes 
through the Okaloacoochee Slough State 
Forest. Since 1996, the FWC has document-
ed nine panthers that were killed by vehicle 
collisions along this road. Florida’s panther 
population today is an estimated 100 to 160 
adults.

The new speed zone, which will reduce 
the nighttime speed limit from 55 mph to 45 
mph, will go into effect this week. The zone 
would extend approximately 5.25 miles from 
the east-west boundary of Okaloacoochee 
Slough State Forest, from Wild Cow Grade 
to Railroad Grade.

Reducing your speed reduces your stop-
ping distance. If an animal is on the road, 
potential collisions can be avoided 

Vehicle collisions are the greatest source 
of human-caused mortality to this feder-

ally endangered species. Already, in 2012, 
there have been three documented deaths 
of panthers hit by vehicles. Among the 24 
documented panther deaths in 2011, nine, 
or more than a third, were due to collisions 
with vehicles. 

“Traveling at 45 mph instead of 55 mph 
adds about one minute to the fi ve-mile 
drive,” said Land.Motorists should be aware 
that violators may receive fi nes exceeding 
$200 for their fi rst offense of exceeding the 
slow speed zone, and any violation of more 
than 29 mph over the posted limit may result 
in a mandatory court appearance.

The FWC encourages people to report 
sightings of an injured or dead panther by 
calling the FWC’s Wildlife Alert Hotline at 
888-404-FWCC (3922) or #FWC or *FWC 
on a cell phone. Another option is texting 
Tip@MyFWC.com (standard usage fees 
may apply). 

For more information on Florida pan-
thers and how you can help, visit www.fl or-
idapanthernet.org and click on “Safe Roads 
for People and Panthers” under the “Further 
Reading” section. 

New speed zone on Hendry highway
will help protect Florida panther



o n l y  o u r  n a m e  i s  c h a n g i n g  .  .  .

p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h c a r e  f o r  a l l  s i n c e  1 9 7 7

t h r e e  c o n v e n i e n t  i m m o k a l e e  l o c a t i o n s

c h i l d r e n ’s  c a r e  &  w o m e n ’s  c a r e

immokalee / fsu | 1441 Heritage Blvd. | P 239.658.3011

f a m i l y  c a r e

itech  |  508 North Ninth Street #142  | P 239.657.6363

d e n t a l  c a r e  &  f a m i l y  c a r e

immokalee |  1454 Madison Avenue   | P 239.658.3000

www.healthcareswfl .org
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Harvest Festival- Balloons Over Paradise 2012

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
The winner for fi rst place Commercial Float in this year’s Harvest Parade Fes-
tival was Lozano’s Mexican Restaurant in Immokalee. The winner for the fi rst 
place regular fl oat was the one produced by the Seminole Tribe.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
The winner of the “Mr. Legs”  Contest, Bernardo Barnhart, was voted to have the 
most muscular legs as well as the nicest -”Sexiest” legs overall.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/JerriLynn
2012 Miss Harvest Festival Diana Sanon, right, and Junior Miss Harvest Festival 
Azariah Howard. both were top draw entertainers at the pageant Thursday, April 
12.

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Story teller Mary Williams engaged 
and amazed children and adults with 
her “fractured fairy tales” like Rapun-
zel.

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Ever see an orange orangutan? Well 
where was one, big as life, at the 
Child’s Activity Village. It was part of 
the Charities for Change presentation 
at the festival.
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