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“We can breathe now.”
That was Immokalee Fire Chief 

Rita Greenberg’s reaction to the 
voters’ sizable approval of the 
Jan. 31, local referendum that will 
provide additional funding for her 
department.

“It’s exciting to have the com-
munity’s support,” she added.

Chief Greenberg went on to 
explain the tremendous effort on 
the part of the fi refi ghters in taking 
their message to the community.

“It won a lot of friends in the 

community for the Immokalee 
Fire District,” she said, that was 
due to a lot of hard work. 

Although the additional tax 
revenue won’t be coming in until 
the fi scal year begins in October, 
it does promise the entire depart-
ment some relief from the over-
whelming fi nancial constraints of 
the previous year.

Once the additional funding 
kicks in, she will be able to put 
three or four of the ten laid off fi re-
fi ghters back on. That means Sta-
tion #31 on Carson Road can be 

Referendum brings 
relief to fi re district

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Immokalee Fire Chief Rita Greenberg is breathing a sigh of re-
lief along with many in the fi re district after a referendum was 
passed that will levy a tax increase on local residents to sup-
port the fi re department services.See IFD — Page 2

By Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

It may seem a little strange, 
but the Immokalee Chamber of 
Commerce is looking backwards. 
New Chamber President Bernardo 
Barnhart is leading the chamber 
into the future as he revisits the 
things that made Immokalee a 
great hometown.

His vision is to concentrate on 
Immokalee - it’s business, it’s peo-
ple, it’s past and it’s future.

That focus carried through at 
the Feb. 1, Chamber breakfast at  
Roma in Havana Ristorante.

President Barnhart asked the 
full house of chamber members if 
they were “feeling the vibes” of the 

Chamber: Future 
rooted in past

John Lundin has fi led ini-
tial papers to run for the Collier 
County Commission District 5 
seat.

Lundin, 58, who is running as 
a Democrat, said he is running 
to give the people of Immokalee 
more of a voice in county gov-
ernment. The District 5 seat rep-
resents Golden Gate Estates and 
Immokalee.

Lundin said he feels the “cul-
ture of Collier County” does 
nothing to support Democrats 
and minorities.

“I’m here to change that,” he 
said. “I am not sure I will win be-
cause District 5 is a Republican 
district, but I am trying to set an 
example.”

He touted his work to create 
a new redistricting map, which 

was not an alternative accepted 
by county offi cials, that would 
refl ect the increase in Hispanic 
residents in District 5 as proof of 
his willingness to work for the 
community.

Lundin will face the winner 
of the Republican primary in 
the November election. Current 
Commissioner Jim Coletta and 
Golden Gate Estates resident 
Tim Nance have fi led to run in 
the August Republican primary.

Lundin said he also is run-
ning because he disagreed with 
Coletta’s support of Jackson 
Labs’ proposal to come to Col-
lier County.

Lundin, 58, currently lives in 
Immokalee. He is married and 
has two stepdaughters.

Lundin to run for
Commission seat

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Brad Muckle, Project Director 
at the Community Redevel-
opment Agency, gave a little 
overview of the CRA’s proj-
ects at the chamber breakfast 
Feb. 1. See CHAMBER — Page 2
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new focus.
Past President Fred Thomas took the fl oor 

for a few minutes to talk about a problem he 
sees in Immokalee’s ability to pay for impor-
tant services. Low property values mean that 
community services are even harder to pay 
for. A prime example is the current funding 
issues with the Immokalee Fire District. Seri-
ous funding shortages have caused layoffs of 
fi refi ghters.

Mr. Thomas said that payment in lieu of 
taxes for multi family residences to help pay 
for important services like fi re and emergen-
cy medical. Historically, multi-family areas 
use more such services but pay no property 
taxes, he told the group.

iTECH Principal Dorin Oxender said the 
facility has been in existence for three years. 
He said it is the newest public technical 
school in Florida and is a Collier County pub-

lic school dedicated to adult post secondary 
technical training.

He said that iTECH graduates get a state 
endorsed certifi cate of completion in their 
chosen trade. The school offers programs 
from 45 hours to 1,800 hours long. 

For him, Mr. Oxender said the most im-
portant thing is to get students employed. 
To that end, the facility’s business partners 
serve on the administrative board, which 
steers what the school teaches, and ensures 
graduates of earning a nationally accepted 
industry credential.

Real world internships allow potential 
employes to “test drive some of these kids” 
to identify their real world skills.

iTECH offers 15 vocational programs 
including auto, construction, architectural 
drafting, heavy equipment mechanics, early 
childhood education, culinary arts, IT and 
more. Its newest class, cyber security, is the 
fi rst of its kind in Florida. He said a medi-
cal billing/coding class is in the pipeline as 
well.

He said the school is 80 percent full and 
uses both state money and tuitions to keep 
going.

Dual enrollment with IHS students is an-
other plus. One that 150 high schoolers are 
taking advantage of.

iTECH also provides classes in adult lit-
eracy, GED and adult English training.

Immokalee Business Development Cen-
ter Manager Marie Capita of the Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agency (CRA) told the 
group that the next thing Immokalee needs 
is a regional community kitchen to accom-
modate several new businesses that need a 
facility to do canning.

CRA Project Manager Brad Muckle gave a 
quick update on the $4 million stormwater 
drainage project in South Immokalee. 

Mr. Muckle touted the IMMBIZ program 
which, among other things, helps local mi-
nority companies get Section 3 certifi ed so 
they can bid on government contracts.

With the bid for the $2.7 million storm 
water improvement system going to Higgins 

construction company, with local subcon-
tractor Padilla Construction, Inc., Mr. Padilla 
got his business Section 3 certifi ed through 
the CRA program.

Mr. Muckle highlighted several other up-
coming projects including clearing along W. 
Eustis and a crosswalk upgrade downtown 
that trips the stop light as pedestrians walk. 

In other business:
Former chamber executive director Dick 

Rice was named to serve on the fi re board.
Chamber Executive Director Dan Rosario 

made a few announcements about the 2012 
Harvest Festival. The Queen contest will be 
April 12; with the festival set for April 13-15, 
at the old airport. The Seminole Casino is 
partnering with the chamber to bring in a 
huge balloon fest, parade down Main Street 
to the old park and bring back the wild hog 
barbecue. Organizers are looking for crowds 
up to 15-20,000.

CHAMBER
Continued From Page 1

reopened full time 24-7-365. Reopening that 
station will serve the community through an 
improved response time.

Chief Greenberg pointed out that, even 
with the additional funding, the department 
will still need volunteers to help carry the 
extra load.

The chief also sees a little light at the end 
of the tunnel in the form of the Safer Grant 
application, a FEMA grant for staffi ng that 
could be used for fi refi ghters’ salary and 
benefi ts. She is currently applying for this 
grant. The deadline is Feb. 24. She expects 
to know if they got it by September 30. She 
said she is requesting ten positions through 
the grant, which would pay the total bill for 
two years. After that time, they hope to be 
able to maintain those positions. She said 
this is a “no strings” grant.

She is also applying for FEMA’s Assistance 
to Firefi ghters grant for airpacks and other 
equipment.

Another avenue Chief Greenberg hopes 
to take advantage of is a push toward pay-
ment in lieu of taxes. This would set up 
some form of payment for fi re service for 
entities that do not pay property taxes, such 
as Ave Maria University.

“It’s only fair for everybody to pay some-
thing,” she said, “and this would go a long 
way toward helping.” 

At this time, in addition to property taxes, 
fi re department funding comes from con-
tracts for fi re coverage with the Seminole 
Tribe and Farmworker Village, 

At this time, 330 parcels in Immokalee 
are tax exempt and pay nothing toward fi re 
services. The Immokalee Fire District en-
compasses 234 square miles.

With the positive referendum, IFD hopes 
to regain about $400,000 of the $700,000 lost 
to declining property values.

IFD
Continued From Page 1

Thinking of hiring somebody to do much-
needed repair work at your house? 

The Collier County Sheriff ’s Offi ce re-
minds residents to do their homework be-
fore hiring a handyman. 

CCSO offers these safety tips for hiring a 
handyman: 

* Decide what specifi cally needs to be 
done and make a detailed list. 

* Develop a list of handymen. 
* Ask detailed questions about their skills 

and experience. 
* Get references from previous custom-

ers. 
* Get a written estimate of their work. 

* Obtain the physical address and phone 
number of the person and verify the infor-
mation before agreeing to have work done. 
Don’t do business with anyone who won’t 
provide this information. 

* Get a contract for services they will per-
form, payment schedule and completion 
date. 

* In Florida, a handyman is not required 
to have a professional license. But anyone 

doing electrical, plumbing, or air condition-
ing work is required to have a professional 
license. To confi rm whether the person you 
are considering hiring to perform work is 
licensed in Florida go to www.myfl oridali-
cense.com. 

* Check their complaint history by con-
tacting your Better Business Bureau, or by 
visiting www.800helpfl a.com, or by calling 
1.800.HELP.FLA. 

* Be wary of anyone requiring payment 
by wire transfer, money order or cash. Pur-
chases made by credit card will usually al-
low the consumer to dispute the charges 
and therefore offers the most protection. 

* Be wary of door-to-door solicitations. 
Reputable business people typically don’t 
solicit business this way. 

* Know your rights as a consumer. The 
Federal Trade Commission offers compre-
hensive guides for consumers. Visit their 
website at www.ftc.gov/bcp.

CCSO: Be sure to check out 
handyman before hiring

• The Collier County Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Board will meet Wednesday, 
February 15 at 2 p.m. at the Immokalee Com-
munity Park, 321 N. 1st St., Immokalee.

• The Tourist Development Council Sub-
committee as a subcommittee of the Tourist 

Development Council Advisory Board will 

hold a public meeting on Friday, February 17 

at 1 p.m. in the Tourism Department Confer-

ence Room, located at 2800 N. Horseshoe 

Drive, Naples

Public Meetings



Ave Maria Town Center hosts the fi rst-ev-
er Bikes, Blues & BBQ concert event on Sat-
urday, Feb. 25, from noon-4 p.m. The public 
is invited to attend the free event featuring 
an outdoor concert by Albert Castiglia, voted 
Miami’s best blues guitarist, and Naples fa-
vorite blues band, Little Eddie and the Fat 
Fingers. The outdoor concert festival will 
also feature savory barbecue, drink specials 
and a display of Harley Davidson motorcy-
cles. Albert Castiglia is a Miami native who 
gained fame when he played in the local 
band, The Miami Blues Authority, and won 
awards locally for “Best Blues Guitarist.” He 
has opened for ZZ Top and The Radiators. 
Castiglia got a big break after meeting the 
legendary Junior Wells in 1996, and soon 
became Junior’s lead guitar player before 
Wells died in 1998. Little Eddie and the Fat 
Fingers are known for putting on a crowd-
pleasing show playing blues infused with 
rock, funk, soul and country. 

The public is encouraged to rev up their 
engines — bike or car — and spend the af-
ternoon in the February Florida sunshine 
in one of the area’s most beautiful outdoor 
venues, Ave Maria Town Center. For more 

information about the event, please call 239-
352-3903.

Ave Maria is located at the intersection of 
Oil Well and Camp Keais Roads in Eastern 
Collier County. The main entrance, on Oil 
Well just west of Camp Keais, leads to the 
Town Center. For more information, please 
visit www.avemaria.com or call 239-304-
1236.

Outdoor Blues Fest to come 
to Ave Maria Town Center

LABELLE TOBACCO
All cartons $26.87

Located at the intersection of highways 80 & 29
67 North Bridge St (next to Little Caesars Pizza)

Let our friendly staff show you how to save $$$

Open: 9am to 7pm Monday thru Saturday
and 11am-5pm on Sunday

For more informaiton call 863-342-8021

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

WED & SAT FROM 8AM TO 10AM
IMMOKALEE ANIMAL CLINIC

1400 Roberts Ave, Immokalee • 239-657-2266
WED & SAT FROM 10:30AM TO NOON
CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC

at the Tractor Supply Store • Clewiston • 863-675-2441
WED 2PM TO 4PM

3 Year Rabies $10 • Parvo/Distemper $12
Half price laser spay & neuter w/full puppy & kitten shots

Half price boarding - Cash Only

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treat-
ment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement
for the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOW COST
VACCINATION CLINICS
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Weather forecast for Collier County from the National Weather Service
Local Forecast
Thursday: A 40 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 79. North-

east wind between 7 and 9 mph. 
Thursday night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61. 

Northeast wind between 7 and 9 mph. 
Extended Forecast
Friday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 78. East wind

between 7 and 9 mph. 
Friday night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 61. 

East wind between 6 and 8 mph. 
Saturday: A 40 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 75. 
Saturday night: A 30 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around

52. 
Sunday: A 30 percent chance of showers. Partly sunny, with a high near 71. 
Sunday night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 51. 
Monday: A 10 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 74. 

Weather Forecast
Republicans vs Democrats 
and the Master Plan

Richard Rice’s letter to the editor (Jan 
26, 2012, Immokalee Bulletin) stated, “the 
Immokalee Master Plan is not about Repub-
licans or Democrats.” 

Mr. Rice, have you ever heard of the two-
party political system created by the found-
ing fathers of the U.S. Constitution? 

The Republicans in Collier County are 
only concerned with helping white wealthy 
land owners, and not the language minori-
ties of Immokalee. The only way to change 
that is to elect a Democrat to the Collier 
Board of County Commissioners and reelect 
President Barack Obama this November. 

Mr. Rice stated, “...it makes no difference 
if you’re Hispanic, Haitian, Native Ameri-
can.” 

Well, unfortunately there is an institution-
alized language bias in Collier County gov-
ernment. For example, the Immokalee CRA 
website is in English only, with no bilingual 
translation links for the 90 percent Spanish 
and Haitian speaking majority population of 
Immokalee.

How can the community determine their 
future if as Mr. Rice states we must, “live by 
the rules of others”?

John Lundin
Immokalee

Date change for 
Harvest Queen Pageant

The Immokalee Chamber of Commerce 
with the outstanding support of Florida 
Community Bank, N.A., and in conjunction 
with the Balloons over Paradise Festival 2012 
(Seminole Casino of Immokalee) would like 
to invite you to participate in our Annual 
Harvest Festival in Immokalee on April 14. 
The community of Immokalee in an effort to 
revive our traditional Harvest Festival, needs 
your help and participation, just like in the 
past, to make this festival the fun experience 
we all remember.

This year’s Festival Theme is, “Harvest-
ing, the Past, the Present and the Future in 
Immokalee”

The parade will began at on 11th Street 
Extension & Schumann’s Curve  at 11:30 
a.m. and go directly down to the Airport 
Park located at 128 Airways Road/State 
Road #29. Lineup time is 10:30 a.m., on the 
curve. 

Our Harvest Festival will host the follow-
ing activities: The date has changed to April 
12 at 7 p.m., for the Harvest Festival Queen 
Competition.

*The Offi cial Harvest Festival Queen 
Court Crowning Competition will take place 
at the Immokalee High School Auditorium-
701 Immokalee Drive, Immokalee, Florida 
34142. Admission is $5 per person. Kids un-
der 6 years of age are FREE!

Applications are in every elementary, 
middle or high school. Just go to the Front 
Offi ce of your School to inquire. Applica-
tions can be picked up at the Immokalee 
Chamber of Commerce Offi ce also.

April 12, at 11:30 a.m.
Harvest Festival Parade Starts:
*Collier County Sheriff Department Color 

Guards and Immokalee High School ROTC 
Color Guards lead our colorful Parade down 
the street.

*Eastern Collier Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director and Chamber’s President 
start off  our  lineup of VIPs and Dignitaries

*Harvest Festival Queen Court Floats, Ag-
ricultural Floats and our Famous Immokalee 
Middle and High School Marching Bands 
and lots of other walking entries.

*View our unique Antique Autos rolling 
down our Parade route and much more.

The view this year’s event is FREE - park-
ing cost is $5 per vehicle

Come and enjoy the beautiful colored 
Balloons being release into the skies by mu-
sic and taste our Wild Hog BBQ with the 
Immokalee Salad with lots of Family Games 
and Live Entertainment all day at this year’s 
Festival. 

Cherryle Thomas, event organizer
Harvest Fest Immokalee

Letters to the Editor

Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. at 1320 N 15th Street – Suite 2, Immokalee. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to learn about Section-3 Business Certifi cation. This is a free work-
shop to assist you in understanding the Section 3 regulations, procedures, certifi cation 
process and forms. Learn how your business can benefi t by certifying as a Section 3 
Business. For information call 239-867-4121 ext: 206 or E-mail: RosemaryDillon@
Immokalee.Biz.

Learn to land Section 3 Business contracts
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Facebook use - 
A ‘Hot’ topic
By Joe Landon
Collier County District Schools

You may have seen the re-
cent media coverage about stu-
dents using Facebook pages to 
rate “who’s hot,” and you may 
be wondering where we as a school dis-
trict weigh in on this. 

First of all, students cannot get into their 
Facebook accounts using school comput-
ers – there’s a fi lter on them that doesn’t 
allow access. While the district can’t moni-
tor a student’s personal use of Facebook, 
when anything that happens outside a 
school causes a disruption of any kind to 
the learning environment in a school and 
is brought to our attention, the school will 
certainly address it with appropriate follow 
through and with discipline when called 
for. As schools do become aware of is-
sues, they work with law enforcement to 
assess the risks and decide if they pose a 
threat to student safety. Now a school can 
ask students to take lists like these down, 
but unless they are actually disrupting the 
operation of a school, we can’t force re-
moval. Enter School Board policy 7540.03. 
It focuses on student network and Internet 
acceptable use and safety, addressing what 
students need to know regarding social 
media and e-mail safety and security, and 
the consequences of cyber-bullying. The 
policy explains the protection I’ve referred 
to – use of software and hardware to moni-
tor, block, and fi lter Internet access to sites 
that may be harmful. Facebook certainly 
isn’t harmful if used the right way, but it can 

be when used the wrong way 
and that’s why it’s blocked. 
Our schools are about the 
business of educating stu-
dents regarding the safe and 
proper use of the Internet and 
the inherent dangers lurking 
in it. It begins with elementa-
ry students and gets ramped 
up in middle and high school. 

Students even sign an acceptable use form 
each year. Teachers are trained to address 
the topic and Youth Relations Deputies 
(YRDs) help deliver these lessons and are 
on campus to speak with students. We 
even have the State Attorney’s Offi ce pro-
vide educational seminars. We also help 
parents teach their children responsible 
use of social media, sharing talking points 
they may use in doing so. You’ll fi nd them 
on the “Parents” page of our website 
(www.collierschools.com) and there’s a 
bunch of information on the topic in the 
Parent Handbook also posted online. First 
and foremost, we always urge parents to 
monitor online activity by “friending” their 
child on Facebook, for example. When we 
held a Community Forum on Social Media 
awhile back that was the resounding mes-
sage relayed to moms and dads – monitor, 
monitor, monitor! Another policy (5136) 
deals with use of electronic devices at 
school. It prohibits use of such devices to 
threaten, humiliate, harass, embarrass or 
intimidate another student and makes it 
clear that violation will result in disciplin-
ary action and be reported to law enforce-
ment and child services as required by law. 
What we do we do by law; but more than 
that, it’s about making student safety and 
well-being our number one priority.

Students First

What are trading options? Some may 
think that trading options are either the va-
riety of ways to invest in the stock market 
or that an individual can exchange a choice 
with those belonging to someone else. 
However, trading options actually refers to 
stock market transactions – the right to buy 
or sell a specifi ed value/amount prior to 
a specifi ed expiration date. If this is some-
thing you would like to explore, think about 
signing up for the Finance, Trading Op-
tions: Using Think or Swim course offered 
by Collier County Public Schools Adult and 
Community Education (ACE). The six-week 
course will be offered Thursdays from 6:30-

8:30 p.m., beginning on Thursday, Feb. 23, 
at Barron Collier High School (5600 Cougar 
Lane). The cost is $79.

Learn the unique attributes of options 
and how to adopt a new thinking process, 
which trading options requires. Explore 
how to use options to broaden your invest-
ing opportunities, help you develop a bal-
anced and diverse portfolio, and protect 
your investments. 

To learn more about this class or any of 
the more than 100 other classes available, 
visit the Adult and Community Education 
website at www.collieradulted.com or call 
239-377-1234.

Adult and Community Education
offers course on trading options

The Collier County Public Schools 
(CCPS) Head Start Program began register-
ing children for the upcoming 2012-2013 
school year on Feb. 1. Head Start is a high 
quality early childhood program that serves 
eligible children whose families meet low 
income guidelines. To be eligible, a child 
must be four years old by September 1st of 
the current year.

When registering, parents must pro-
vide:

· Proof of income (tax return, W-2)
· Child’s certifi ed birth certifi cate
· Child’s current immunization certifi -

cate with Varicella (chicken pox)
· Child’s current physical exam with he-

moglobin and lead results

· Parent’s picture identifi cation
· Medicaid/insurance card
· Three proofs of residency (rental agree-

ment, electricity bill, two water bills)
Transportation must be provided by 

parents. Families most in need may apply 
for limited transportation spots.

The Head Start program offers high 
quality educational, nutritional, medical, 
dental, mental health, disability and other 
services through strong partnerships that 
promote success through school readiness 
and family strengthening. 

To learn more, please contact the Head 
Start offi ce at 239-377-0590 or visit their 
website at: www.collierschools.com/head-
start/. 

Head Start program registering now

Would you like to design your own web-
site? Collier County Public Schools Adult and 
Community Education (ACE) is offering a 
new course that will help you learn whether 
the Adobe Dreamweaver software is right 
for you. Before you invest in the software, be 
sure to attend this six-week Dreamweaver 
Basic Web Design course at Barron Collier 
High School starting the week of Feb. 20-27. 
ACE offers this basic course at two conve-
nient times: Tuesdays from 3:30-5:30 p.m., 
and Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The 
cost is $79 and participating students will re-
ceive a letter qualifying them for a discount 
on the purchase of the Dreamweaver soft-
ware. 

No web design experience is needed for 
this basic class. Whether you need a web 
site for business or personal use, this course 
will let you explore how Dreamweaver can 
help you build an effective web site that 
is easy-to-market, search-engine friendly, 
and compliant with any Internet browser. 
Already familiar with the basics of Dream-
weaver? Don’t worry – there’s an interme-
diate-level Dreamweaver course also offered 
on Wednesday evenings.

To learn more about this class or any of 
the more than 100 other classes available 
in February, visit the Adult and Community 
Education web site at: www.collieradulted.
com or call 239-377-1234.

Basic web design class offered

Don’t forget about School District of Collier County dedication of the brand new Bet-
hune Education Center (BEC). The dedication ceremony will take place this evening 
Thursday, Feb. 9, at 5 P.M., in the cafeteria of the new facility (614 South 5th Street, in 
Immokalee). The fi rst fl oor of the new school building features a tribute to Mary Bet-
hune, with a gallery in the foyer including mementos illustrating the 60 year history of 
the Bethune Education Center. The public, especially former BEC students and staff, are 
invited to attend the dedication and take a tour of the new facilities. To learn more, please 
contact the School District’s Communications and Community Engagement Department 
at 239-377-0180.

Dedication of new Education Center planned for this evening



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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Professional Chinese dancers, a grand 
ballroom complete with Asian cityscapes 
and silk wall hangings, along with a menu 
featuring delectable dishes such as Peking 
duck created an exotic ambiance for the 
Guadalupe Center of Immokalee’s annual 
fundraiser.

A group of 320 Guadalupe Center sup-
porters experienced the culturally rich, exot-
ic land of China without leaving Southwest 
Florida, at the Center’s “A Taste of China” 

event on Jan. 19.
Co-chairs Alice Arena and Sue Dillon in-

corporated the Chinese theme and Year of 
the Dragon celebration into every aspect 
of the fun-fi lled evening. Guests, many of 
whom were dressed in vintage Chinese ap-
parel, were virtually transported to China 
upon entering the ballroom, as they were 
greeted with a Pagoda scene, gong and a 
life-size poster-board Emperors.

Partygoers were treated to a traditional 
Chinese Dragon Dance, per-
formed by the professional 
group, Lee Koon Hung Choy 
during the poolside cocktail 
hour. Mystical sounds of Chi-
nese gongs signaled the start 
of the dinner, where guests 
dined among Chinese paper 
lanterns, silk tablecloths with 
soft silk overlays and silk wall 
hangings.

The live auction, with 
Naples’ Mayor Bill Barnett 
as emcee and auctioneer 
Scott Robertson, and the si-
lent auction resulted in seri-
ous bidding for the specially 
selected items. Among the 
most popular: an original 36” 
x 36” Zhao Zhi Xiong Back 
to the Future – In the Lotus 
Series oil painting, a custom-
designed pearl & diamond 
necklace from the exclusive 
Nini Collection, and the Red 

Sox Boys of Summer package.
Roger Vasey, the Guadalupe Center’s 

chairman of the board, said to the enthusi-
astic crowd “Our theme this evening is the 
Taste of China, but our real focus is the edu-
cation of the children of Immokalee! We are 
now serving over 1,300 young people, every 

day, from six weeks old to college gradua-
tion.”

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management was 
the evening’s Lead Sponsor.

Patrons mingled with celebrity guest Mi-
ami Dolphins starting center Mike Pouncey 
while waiting for the silent auction re-
sults. Pouncey Tweeted during the evening 
“Thanks to everyone that came and sup-
ported Taste of China for the Guadalupe kids 
of Immokalee. It was a great turnout!”

A Taste of China’ event brings good fortune to Guadalupe Center

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Guadalupe 
Center

Naples Mayor Bill Barnett emcee’d the 
event and greeted special guest Miami 
Dolphins starting center, Mike Pounc-
ey.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Guadalupe Center
Guadalupe Center Chairman of the Board, Roger 
Vasey spoke to the hundreds of Center supporters 
attending the Taste of China fundraiser event about 
the importance of educating Immokalee’s children.

“Our theme is the Taste of 
China but our real focus is the 
education of the children of 
Immokalee!”

~Roger Vasey,  Guadalupe Center 
Chairman of the Boad~

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/GC
Yvette Destine, of the Tutor Corp at the 
Guadalupe Center spoke to the more 
than 300 guests at the event about the 
programs at Guadalupe Center

The Edison State College Foundation 
Board of Directors invites the community to 
its 50th Anniversary Distinguished Speaker’s 
Series 2012. This free, three-part series will 
be located on the Lee Campus of Edison 
State College, and will showcase health, 
culture, and education. Join us for light hors 
d’oeuvres, fellowship, a glass of wine, and a 
re-acquaintance with Edison State College. 

Jeff Davis. Davis is a national speaker on 
cardiovascular technology and a published 
author. He began his career in health care 
as a registered respiratory therapist in 1987 
and, after graduating from Edison State Col-
lege, he worked in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit at Lee Memorial Hospital in Fort 
Myers. The severity of babies who suffered 
from congenital cardiac disease and cardiac 
related complications enhanced his desire to 
work in a cardiology related environment. 

Speaking Date: Feb.16, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. in the Nursing Building.

Adrian Kerr. Professor Kerr is an author 
and specialist in Ancient Civilizations and is 
the Director of Continuing Education at Edi-
son State College. He has spent more than 
30 years researching, writing and broadcast-
ing about the Middle East and India. He is 
described as “a leading historical populist” 
and regularly appears on television and ra-

dio. He presents complex historical, political 

and religious issues in an enjoyable man-

ner. He can compress thousands of years of 

history into a fascinating, often humorous, 

summary. 

Speaking Date: March 23, from 5:30 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m. in the Rush Library.

Lee Bennett Hopkins. Mr. Hopkins is one 

of the nation’s most sought-after speakers 

on the subject of children’s literature. He 

also has a revered role as the namesake of 

the Edison State College, “Lee Bennett Hop-

kins Writing Institute.” He has written and 

edited numerous award-winning books for 

children and young adults. In 1989, he re-

ceived the University of Southern Mississippi 

Medallion for “outstanding contributions to 

the fi eld of children’s literature.” At the heart 

of all of his writing is his determination to 

bring children and books together. 

Speaking Date: April 19, from 5:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. in the Education Building. Events 

are free but registration is required. Seating 

is limited. Contact Danessa Stevens at 239-

489-9210. For more information, visit: www.

edison.edu/foundation. 

Edison State College to host 
new 3-part speaker series



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises.

 
Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

Apartments

Apartments

LOOKING FOR 
AFFORDABLE RENT?
Come see Immokalee’s 

Newest
Affordable Housing 

Community.
Pay no more than 30% 

of your households
adjusted monthly 

income for rent and 
utilities.

ESPERANZA PLACE, 
affordable

3Br/2Ba Apartments, 
Handicap unit available
Energy effi cient appli-
ances, washer/dryer 

hook ups,
spacious fl oor plans, 
community center 

on site with computer 
lab for resident use 

and classes.
Free access to 
Carl Kuehner 

Community Center
educational and
social programs.

 Must be farm or grove 
labor employed

Call Rental Offi ce at 
657-2009
Mon-Fri, 

8:00AM-5:00PM
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308
(TDD 1-800-955-8771)

Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home Sale

Bank repo. Must be sold 
2br/2bath doublewide 
in excellent condition 
on 1/2 acre lot. Only 
$3,000 down. Call Ken-
ny 863-673-4325 or 
863-675-8888

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Large doublewide on 
2.5 acres on Case 
Road. $4,000 down, fi -
nancing available with 
your good credit. Call 
863-675-8888 or 
863-673-4325

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

NOTICE OF MEETING

There will be a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Im-
mokalee Water & Sewer District on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at 3:30 
P.M. at the offi ce of the Immokalee Water & Sewer District, located at 1020 
Sanitation Rd, Immokalee, FL 34142.

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
 1. Call to Order 
 2. Preliminaries
     A. Pledge of Allegiance
     B.  Roll Call
     C. Adoption of Agenda  
     D.  Employee Recognition
          1.  November- Employee of the Month-Zacarias Herrera
          2.  December- Employee of the Month-Salvador Garcia 
     E. Public Concerns
     F.   Staff Good Cause Items
     G. Board Concerns
     H. Old Business 
      I. New Business              
3. Consent Agenda 
      A. Adoption of Minutes
          1.  January 24, 2012 Regular Meeting
      B. Civil Rights Compliance Report
      C. January Budget Review
      D. Fixed Assets Acquisitions-Disposals 
    E. Various Reports
      F. USDA Reporting for Stimulus Money
      G.  Project Change Orders       
      H.  Engineer’s Report - Greeley and Hansen
       I.  Director’s Report
4. Action Agenda 
   A. Capital Plan Improvements- Presentation by Greeley and Hansen  
      B. 2011 Fiscal Year End Audit  
5. Discussion Agenda
     A. Attorney’s Report   
6. Other Public Interests
7. Adjournment

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  If you require special aid or services as addressed in 
the American Disabilities Act, please contact the District offi ce at (239) 658-3630, 
no less than fi ve (5) days prior to the above stated workshop date.
409622 IB 2/9/2012

Public Notice

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.

No wonder newspaper 
readers are more popular!

Reading a newspaper
leads you to the best
products and services.

No wonder newspaper
readers earn more money!
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For more listings,
go to
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For more listings,
go to
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The Honorable Consul General of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Eva Alexandra 
Countess Kendeffy and The Honorable Con-
sul General of the United Kingdom, Kevin 
McGurgan OBE, will be co-chairing an eve-
ning of music and entertainment featuring 
internationally renowned German pianist 
and entertainer, Joja Wendt, and British so-
prano, Belinda Bradley, at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 18 at The Sanctuary at Naples United 
Church of Christ to benefi t The Immoka-
lee Foundation, a nonprofi t organization 
that provides educational opportunities for 
Immokalee’s children. A VIP reception for 
benefactors will be held immediately after 
the concert at NUCC’s McSpadden Hall.

As a virtuoso in many different styles, 
Joja Wendt inspires fans and critics with 
jazz, ballads that he has composed, inven-
tive arrangements of classical music and 
more. His concerts have taken him around 
the world—from Germany and Europe to 
New York City’s Carnegie Hall and the Sibe-
rian peninsula of Kamtschatka. Wendt has 
played with icons such as Jerry Lee Lewis, 

Chuck Berry, Fats Domino and Joe Cocker; 
hosted TV shows; composed the music for 
one of Germany’s most successful fi lms; and 
is currently part of the jury for the children’s 
television project “Your Song,” in which the 
composition of children have the chance of 
being performed by stars. 

In addition, Steinway & Sons acknowl-
edged his professionalism and craftsman-
ship by introducing him in the circle of the 
world’s best pianists as a “Steinway Artist,” 
and in 2006 performed on the international 
stage during his worldwide “Steinway Fam-
ily Tour” that comprised four continents and 
included concert halls in Australia, New Zea-
land, China, Japan, Korea, Canada and the 
U.S.

Rising young Brit-
ish soprano, Belinda 
“Bee” Bradley, has 
been called “a very 
polished performer” 
and “stunning” by 
international media. 
Her recent operatic 
roles include Frasquita 

in Carmen (Associazione Culturale Scena 
Musicale di Bologna); Ludmilla in The Bar-
tered Bride (Edinburgh Studio Opera); Yum 
Yum in The Mikado (Edinburgh Savoy Op-
era Group); Majenka in The Bartered Bride 
(Morley Opera); Dido in Dido and Aeneas 
(Birkbeck Opera); Susanna in Le nozze di 
Figaro (Birkbeck Opera); Governess in Turn 
of the Screw (Advanced Performers Studio); 
Michaela in Carmen (Advanced Performers 
Studio); and Agnes in Der Freischutz (Ad-
vanced Performers Studio).

She has also performed widely as an 
oratorio and concert soloist places such as 
Barcelona Cathedral, Douai Abbey, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Royal Albert 

Hall, Ripley Arts Centre and Teatro Consor-
ziale di Budrio. As a member of Opera de 
Bauge, the Gabrieli Consort, the BBC Sym-
phony Chorus, Scholar Cantorum, Scena 
Musicale Bologna, Oxford Philomusica and 
the Edinburgh Renaissance Singers, Bradley 
has had a busy schedule touring and record-
ing at the International Festivals.

Benefactor tickets, which include the VIP 
reception, are priced at $100. Patron tickets 
are $75. Naples United Church of Christ is lo-
cated at 5200 Crayton Road, on the corner of 
Seagate Drive in Naples. To purchase tickets, 
visit www.TicketDerby.com/event/concert-
by-renow-id-7040.

The Immokalee Foundation has a range 
of programs that focus on building path-
ways to success through college and voca-
tional school, mentoring and tutoring, and 
opportunities for broadening experiences 
and life skills development. To learn more 
about volunteering as a mentor or for addi-
tional information, call 239-430-9122 or visit 
www.immokaleefoundation.org.

Concert to benefi t The Immokalee Foundation

Collier County Public Schools (CCPS) 
is participating in a state-wide parental in-
volvement contest sponsored by Parents 
K-12. The contest, which runs through the 
end of February, challenges schools to con-
nect with parents academically through the 
Parents K-12 online portal. The school that 
gets the greatest percentage of parent in-
volvement will win $500 to help better meet 
the needs of its students.

CCPS began the school year with a pilot 
of the Parents K-12 online program as part 
of a larger effort to engage the community in 
helping all students achieve. Beginning this 
month, CCPS has opened the program to 

all parents throughout the district – making 
it the fi rst district in Florida to offer Parents 
K-12 to every parent.

From any location with Internet access, 
Parent K-12 subscribers can access thou-
sands of academic activities designed to 
support students in kindergarten through 
grade 12, and every activity in the online da-
tabase can be heard, read and printed. All 
content is provided in English and Spanish, 
with Haitian-Creole under development.

“Parents K-12 provides an essential aca-
demic bridge between our teachers and our 
parents,” says Dr. Maria Torres, Executive Di-
rector of Federal and State Grants & English 

Language Learner Programs. “Parents can 

sign up online and immediately begin help-

ing their children. The contest is a fun way to 

encourage more communication between 

schools and parents and get more parents to 

use this great new online resource.”

Parents can sign up online by visiting 

www.collierschools.com/parents/ and click-

ing on the Parents K-12 icon on the bulletin 

board. To learn more, please contact the 

English Language Learners offi ce at 239-

377-0085 or via email at ParentsK12@col-

lierschools.com.

School district challenges parent 
involvement in district-wide contest

Lorenzo Walker Technical High School 
(LWTHS) is now accepting applications for 
admission for the 2012-2013 school year. If 
you’re an 8th through 11th grade student 
interested in pursuing a career program dur-
ing high school – this is the place for you! 
Available career majors include:

•Aviation
•Finance and Banking
•Digital Design
•TV Studio Arts
•Computer Systems Technology
•Medical Arts
•Dental Arts
•Culinary & Hospitality Arts
•Early Childhood Education
•Cosmetology
•Transportation (Auto and Marine)
•Architectural & Mechanical Drafting
LWTHS combines college-preparatory 

academics with advanced career prepara-
tion through dual enrollment in the Lorenzo 

Walker Institute of Technology’s (LWIT) 
postsecondary programs of study. Students 
earn college credit and career certifi cation – 
graduating ready to go straight to work or 
on to college for further study. Collier County 
students attend free of charge and transpor-
tation is provided. The school accepts 150 
students at each grade level; transfers for 
grades 10 through 12 are accepted based 
on space availability. An application can be 
found online at www.collierschools.com/
lwh/. 

The application deadline is Thursday, 
March 15.

LWTHS will hold a Parent and Student 
Information Night on Thursday, March 1, 
from 6:30-8 p.m., at the school (3702 Estey 
Avenue). Interested students and their par-
ents are encouraged to attend.

To learn more, please call the school at 
239-377-3300.

LWIT accepting applications
Dwight Brock, Clerk of the Circuit 

Court, has announced two free – pub-
lic - seminars that will be offered in col-
laboration with the Collier County Public 
Library. Detailed descriptions of each are 
attached. 

The popular “ Searching  Public Re-
cords Using Collier Clerk.com” will be 
held Tuesday, Feb. 21, from 2-4 p.m. at 
the South Regional Library on Lely Cul-
tural Blvd. You can register by phone by 
calling 252-7542.

Also, “Residential Tenant Evictions” 
will be presented on Wednesday, March 
21, from 2-4 p.m. at the Headquarters Re-
gional Library on Orange Blossom Drive. 
You can register by phone by calling 593 
– 0177.

To register online for either program 
go to: 

ht tp:/ /host .evanced. info/col l ier/
evanced/eventcalendar.asp?ag=&et=&d
t=mo&df=calendar&cn=0&private=0&
1n=all

Public seminars offered

A reunion for the Immokalee High 
School Class of 1975 is being planned 
for this summer, dates and location TBA. 
If you haven’t already been contacted, 
please email Bob Lilly at: immokalee75re-
union@gmail.com for details.

IHS Class of ‘75 reunion
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Imagine not being able to obtain a deed 
to property on which you have built a house 
and lived in for years! That was just one of 
the problems faced by pioneering settlers in 
“Florida’s Last Frontier”.

The problem of establishing boundaries/
titles was relevant all over southern Florida 
in early days. Surveyors faced myriad ob-
stacles such as shifting coastlines and, of 
course, mosquitoes. Meanwhile, the State 
was transferring vast tracts of land to rail-
road companies without regard to pioneers’ 
homestead rights. 

To learn more about early attempts to 
establish property boundaries and obtain 
titles, you can attend an illustrated presenta-
tion: “Surveying Problems in the Ten Thou-
sand Islands” on Friday, Feb. 24, at 6 p.m. at 
the Everglades Seafood Depot Restaurant in 
historic Everglades City.

The speaker is Craig Woodward, a Mar-
co Island attorney with a passion for local 
history. He spoke on this subject to profes-
sional surveyors at their annual conference 
in October of last year.

This event is presented by the Everglades 
Society for Historic Preservation. Cost is $25 
per person which includes dinner. To make 
reservations, see www.evergladeshistorical.
org where you can download a form to send 
with your check or book online with a cred-
it/debit card. For more information, phone 
Marya at 239-695-2905.

Surveying problems in 
the Ten Thousand Islands

Courtesy photo/Alvin Lederer
An 1885 land surveyor faced many 
tough challenges in the early days 
of boundary making in Florida. Not 
only was the terrain diffi ult due to the 
swampy conditions, the shifting coast-
lines and homesteading rights as well.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Marya Repko
This “Pencil Bi-Plane” is just one of the old antique aircraft to be seen at the 
upcoming Everglades Antique Air Afi cionados Fly-In set for Saturday, Feb. 18. 
Come and see for yourself the history brought to Florida by air in the antiquated 
fl ying machines set to “Fly-in” for spectators to enjoy!

The fi rst commer-
cial airline carried pas-
sengers from St Pete 
to Tampa in 1914, 
only 11 years after the 
Wright Brothers fi rst 
fl ew! And, in 1923, 
the Ta-Miami Air Line 
started operations be-
tween Tampa and Mi-
ami, in the same year 
that construction of 
the road was begun 
across the Glades.

Air history goes on. 
In 1930s Opa-Locka 
was opened as a Naval 
air base; Eastern and 
Pan Am were found-
ed. Newspapers were 
fl own to Sanibel by 
seaplane in the 1939 
“Dawn Patrol”. World 
War II training bases 
sprang up in South-
west Florida’s clement 
climate at Fort Myers, Buckingham, Clewis-
ton, and Naples.

Bring back the old warriors and dare-
devils!

That’s exactly what the Antique Air Afi cio-
nados are trying to do on Saturday, Feb. 18, 
when Everglades City Airpark hosts a Fly-In 
for old aircraft from 10 a.m. to noon. There 
is no charge. Just arrive at Airfi eld X-01 on 
the edge of the Glades where fuel is avail-
able.

You will be welcomed with a free pan-
cake breakfast, courtesy of Wings 10,000 
Island Tours, and a chance to win 5 lbs., of 

stone crab claws, the local delicacy gener-
ously donated by Triad Seafood Market & 
Cafe in Everglades City. The highlight of the 
monthly breakfast is watching intrepid air-
man John Apte scoop up the banner before 
he circles to advertise its message.

Everyone is invited. Drop in by air, road, 
or sea and share your memories of vintage 
fl ying.

The event is being promoted by the Ever-
glades Society for Historic Preservation. For 
more information, see their website: www.
evergladeshistorical.org or phone Mike at 
239-695-2244 or 239-784-1892.

Everglades Antique Air 
Afi cionados Fly-In

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Marya Repko
Spectators take to the porch deck to watch the ‘Air-Afi cio-
nados’ take off at last year’s Antique Air Show hosted at 
Everglades City Airpark. This year the event will be hosted 
on Saturday, Feb. 18 beginning at 10 a.m.
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