
Our Christmas around the World 
Parade and Gala committee would 
like to thank the entire community 
of Immokalee, including all schools, 
churches, all our VIP’s, all organiza-
tions, Seminole Casino of Immoka-
lee, our local Sheriff Offi ce and the 
Eastern Collier Chamber of Com-
merce for participating in our beau-
tiful Parade and Gala on December 
10, 2011.

Don’t forget our outstanding 
community leaders Grand Parade 
Marshal (Rev. Rick Heers) and Co-
Parade Marshal (Annie Alvarez).

This year’s Parade and Gala 
Theme “Going Greener for the En-
vironment” was extremely visual 
throughout the entire Parade and 
Gala. This was the best Parade and 
Gala ever!

This year Judges relied heavily on 
the “creativity” of each Float Entry.

Winners of the 2011 Christmas 

Float Competition are as follows:

Non-Profi t Entries:
1. First Place Float Winner: Pine-

crest Elementary School
2. Second Place fl oat Winner: 

Guadalupe Family Center
3 Third Place Float Winner: ITech 

and The Immokalee Foundation
4. Best all Around Float Winner: 

Immokalee Community School 
(RCMA)

Commercial Entries:
1. First Place Float Winner: 

Immokalee Water and Sewer
2. Second, Place Float Winner: 

Collier County Mosquito Control
3. Third. Place Float winner: Col-

lier County 4-H

Honorable mentions
Eden Park Elementary, Lake Traf-

ford Elementary, Village Oaks El-
ementary and Highland Elementary 
and Mr. Kraft with his “Hitch Wagon” 
driving the Harvest Festival Queens.
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CRA Executive Director Penny 
Phillippi is disappointed that the 
Collier County Commission did 
not pass the Immokalee Master 
Plan, but is already starting to pick 
up the pieces.

By a vote of 3-0, the long await-
ed Immokalee Master Plan was 
defeated at the Tuesday, Dec. 13, 

county commission meeting. It 
had already been approved by the 
Florida Department of Community 
Affairs and other agencies. Com-
missioners Jim Coletta, Donna 
Fiala and Fred Coyle all voted in 
favor of the plan. Commissioner 
Georgia Hiller voted against it and 
Commissioner Tom Henning ab-
stained, stating he owns property 
in Immokalee.

For the past ten years, the plan 
to lead Immokalee into the future 
has been in the making, utilizing 
input from numerous residents.

That may be the hardest part 
for Ms. Phillippi to accept. “I see so 
many people who worked so long 
to make this happen . . . people 
crying . . . citizens angry and upset. 
They poured so much into the pro-
cess. It’s disappointing,” she said.

The commissioners did not pro-
vide any insight into the specifi c 
problems with the plan except that 
there were “land use issues.” Ms. 
Phillippi said some involved den-
sity and rezoning. 

She said they tried to make a 
commercial and residential “blue-
print for the future” and make it all 
compatible and tried to make ev-
eryone’s land more valuable.

The next step will be for the CRA 
Advisory Committee to meet Dec. 
21 and try to map out a strategy.

Although she said the rebuff 
was a “staggering blow” to many 
of those who worked so hard on 
the project, Ms. Phillippi said, pro-
fessionally, she is ready to pick it up 
again, rewrite it and go on.

She expects the process to take 
another 18 months.

Master Plan defeated, supporters undaunted

Christmas Around the 
World another success

Submitted photos

Winners, 
All
TOP: 
C h r i s t m a s 
Around the World 
Director Cher-
ryle Thomas pre-
sented the fourth 
place trophy for 
non-profi t entries 
in the Christmas 
Around the World 
parade to RCMA 
Charter School 
Principal Jim 
McDevitt and Ma-
ria Hernandez. 

BELOW:
Pinecrest As-
sistant Principal 
Christine Gray 
accepted the fi rst 
place trophy for 
non-profi t entries 
in the 2011 Christ-
mas Around the 
World parade 
from Director 
Cherryle Thomas.

See Success — Page 2
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Winners of the Recycled 
Fashion Dress Costume:

1. First place Winner: Savanna Marie
2. Second Place Winner: Melinda Man-

zano
3. Third. Place Winner: Ariel Garcia

Winner of the Jitterbug 
Dance Contest

1. First. Place Winner: Judy and Bob Brill
The Christmas committee and our Flori-

da House of Representative (Matt Hudson) 
could not make a determination on the best 
written essays for this year’s theme. 

The committee unanimously voted that 
all the essays had good ideas and content. 
Matt Hudson will deliver all the essays to Tal-
lahassee, Florida for display. 

Thanks again for your loyal support of 
this event.

Cherryle Thomas, Chair of Event 

Success
Continued From Page 1

by Joe Landon
I’d like to share a story with you, a story 

that illustrates the character traits of kind-
ness, charity and compassion – and it all 
started with caring 
children. 

A few months 
ago, staff at 
Immokalee’s Eden 
Park Elementary 
School noticed that 
some students were 
taking home extra 
food packets pro-
vided free-of-charge by the school’s Home-
less Liaison, doing so on Fridays especially. 
Eden Park Principal Linda Salazar spoke 
with some parent volunteers at the school 
and got to the bottom it – the students just 
wanted to help mom and dad. 

Many Immokalee parents work in the 
town’s agriculture fi elds where harvest de-
lays have caused a shortage of work. Kids 
– they’re quite observant – noticed mom 

and dad were home more often instead of 
at work. No work, of course, means things 
can get pretty tough at home. 

So, the students took it upon themselves 
to help by taking extra food packets home, 
making sure their families had something 
to eat.  

The mystery of the extra food packets 
was solved, but the resulting kindness and 
charity snowballed into a multi-state dis-
play of compassion. Stemming from her 
students’ caring for others, and to help the 
school’s families in need, Principal Salazar 
and her husband bought 2,000 pounds of 
pinto beans from Nebraska through a fam-
ily friend. 

Hearing the story, the friend stepped up 
to match the Salazar’s donation – asking a 
Nebraska farmer for a total of 4,000 pounds 
of beans to be shipped to Immokalee. 

Let’s put this in perspective for a sec-
ond here. The typical small bag of beans 
you would get at the store weighs about 
one pound. The farmer learned the story 
behind the mass shipment and donated a 

portion of the total cost. Additional dona-
tions have also been received to be used to 
buy a large amount of rice, completing the 
staple food for many Immokalee families – 
rice and beans.  

Through the kindness and charity of oth-
ers, more than 500 Eden Park Elementary 
School families will receive a generous sup-
ply of rice and beans next week – just in 
time for the holidays! 

And it all started with the simple love 
and caring that our students have for oth-
ers and for their families. It makes us realize 
that school isn’t just about reading, writing 
and arithmetic. 

It’s also about community – a com-
munity in which teachers, staff and school 
administrators care about all aspects of a 
child’s life, not just the learning piece which 
we’d expect. 

So, it’s a good story – with as happy an 
ending as possible for some folks in need.

Holiday spirit helps Eden Park families 

 Naples, FL – The Collier County Su-
pervisor of Elections Offi ce received ap-
proval from the Department of Justice on 
its precinct consolidation proposal. The 
new precinct and polling site changes will 
reduce the 94 current precincts with 82 
polling sites to 62 precincts and 60 poll-
ing sites. The approved change will be 
implemented prior to the January 31, 2012 
Presidential Preference Primary.

To eliminate  confusion, new voter 
information cards will be mailed to all 
registered Collier County voters. The infor-
mation card will indicate the voter’s pre-
cinct number, polling location and other 
essential voting information. Registered 
voters may also visit www.CollierVotes.
com<http://www.CollierVotes.com> for 
information.

The model for voting has signifi cantly 

changed over the past ten years. Fewer 
and fewer voters are voting on Election 
Day while Absentee/Mail ballot and Early 
Voting has steadily increased. In view of 
this changing trend, modifying processes 
will generate greater effi ciencies and im-
prove the overall service to Collier County 
voters.

According to Jennifer J. Edwards, Su-
pervisor of Elections, “the decision to con-
solidate precincts concurrent with redis-
tricting, an outcome of the 2010 census, 
will result in better utilization and more 
effi cient use of resources to all three meth-
ods of voting (Absentee/Mail ballot, Early 
Voting and Election Day). Ultimately, this 
decision will provide a greater quality of 
service.”

For information, visit the Web site at 
www.CollierVotes.com<http://www.col-

County precinct 
consolidation approved

Submitted photos
Guadalupe Center Director of Programs Megan McCarthy gladly accepted 
the trophy for second place in the non-profi t category for the 2011 Christmas 
Around the World parade.



 Tired of driving from one crowded park-
ing lot to the next, standing in long lines at 
the cash registers and fi ghting over that last 
Nintendo 3DS on the shelf with fi ve other 
desperate parents? 

Thanks to the World Wide Web, the bulk 
of your shopping can be done online. You 
can even have your orders gift wrapped. 
With the added convenience of shopping 
online, you need to know how to protect 
your bank account and identity. 

Here are some good pointers to help 
keep your personal information safe: 

Use companies you know. 
When making purchases online, make 

sure the Web site you are using is secured 
with “https://www...” in the URL and make 
certain the padlock symbol is on the bottom 
of your browser. 

Read the company’s privacy statement 
carefully. Will they sell your personal infor-
mation to other companies? 

Trust your instincts. If something doesn’t 
seem right, then it probably isn’t. 

Limit the amount of personal information 

you give out and print all online receipts. 
Consider obtaining a credit card that you 

use only when shopping online to easily 
keep track of all your purchases. 

If possible, call in your order. 

Purchase on life safely
Get T-Mobile® service for $6.49 a month
T-Mobile keeps you connected affordably.

Limited-time offer; subject to change. Taxes and fees additional; other fees may apply. Domestic only. General Terms: Activation on a qualifying rate plan, $35 per line activation fee and one-year agreement required; 
early cancellation fee may apply. Overage extra; partial minutes rounded up.Nights andWeekends:Weekends are midnight Friday to midnight Sunday, and nights are 9:00 p.m. to 6:59 a.m. Monday–Friday, based upon 
start time of call. Time of call usually based on location of equipment transmitting call; if location is not available, time of call based on time zone associated with your phone number. Coverage: Coverage not available 
everywhere.AbnormalUsage:Service may be limited or terminated for misuse, abnormal usage or significant roaming. See brochures andTermsandConditions (including arbitration provision) at www.T-Mobile.com 
for additional information regarding T-Mobile service and products. © 2011 T-Mobile USA, Inc.

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

WED & SAT FROM 8AM TO 10AM
IMMOKALEE ANIMAL CLINIC

1400 Roberts Ave, Immokalee • 239-657-2266
WED & SAT FROM 10:30AM TO NOON
CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC

at the Tractor Supply Store • Clewiston • 863-675-2441
WED 2PM TO 4PM

3 Year Rabies $10 • Parvo/Distemper $12
Half price laser spay & neuter w/full puppy & kitten shots

Half price boarding - Cash Only

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treat-
ment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement
for the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOW COST
VACCINATION CLINICS
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 IMMOKALEE – Book giveaways by 
Reading is Fundamental are always festive. 
All children, even infants, get to choose 
a book and keep it forever. Their parents 
share the joy. Literacy gets a boost.

But when RIF arrives next Monday at 
the Immokalee Community Migrant Head 
Start Center, the specter of budget cuts will 
loom in the background. 

Earlier this year, Congress eliminated 
RIF’s entire $24.8 million allocation from 
the federal budget. After dispensing 380 
million free books over the last 45 years, 
RIF is fi ghting to sustain itself.

Organizers of the Immokalee event are 
expecting a special guest, Diana McGee, 
the Fort Myers-based Regional Director for 
U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson. They hope McGee 
will speak up for RIF to her boss.

“We love RIF,” said Barbara Mainster, 
RCMA’s Executive Director. “Reading and 
education have always been the best tools 
for children to learn their way out of pov-
erty. Our kids are so inspired when they go 
home with their new books.”

RIF’s funding was eliminated at a time 

when fi nancially strapped local govern-

ments have curtailed public library hours, 

and 16 million American children are liv-

ing in poverty, the highest number in two 

decades.

The Immokalee-based RCMA operates 

74 child care centers in 21 Florida coun-

ties, and has helped distribute thousands 

of RIF books to RCMA children every year. 

RCMA’s matching funds for RIF books – 

more than $28,000 statewide – have been 

provided during the last three years by Lip-

man (formerly Six L’s Packing Co.).

“It’s momentous for these little chil-

dren,” said Jaime Weisinger, a Lipman 

director who handles the company’s chari-

table ventures. 

“If they love reading, they’ll love learn-

ing. They’re likelier to succeed in school 

and life. That’s why we support it.”

A kids’ party, with 
much at stake

 You can let everyone know that you’re 
driving responsibly this holiday season. 

Avow Hospice and the Collier County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce are offering free red ribbons 
that you can tie to your car’s rear-view mir-
ror. The ribbons carry the words “Red Rib-
bon Promise” and represent your pledge not 
to drive impaired. 

The holidays are traditionally a time for 
fun and celebration, but it’s important to 
remember that driving impaired can have 
devastating consequences. If you’re attend-
ing a party or event, use a designated driver 
or call a cab if you plan to consume alcohol. 
If you are hosting a party this holiday season, 
remind your guests to plan ahead and desig-
nate a sober driver, always offer alcohol-free 
beverages and plenty to eat during the event, 
and make sure all of your guests leave with 
a sober driver. 

“By displaying one of these ribbons you 
are not only making a pledge, you are re-
minding other motorists on the road that 
driving impaired is dangerous,” said Sheriff 
Kevin Rambosk. 

Lavigne Ann Kirkpatrick of Avow Hospice 
said she hopes the ribbons help keep Collier 
County roads safe over the holiday season. 

“The holiday season is the time we are re-
minded of how precious our family, friends 
and life are,” Kirkpatrick said. “Keeping 
what is precious to us safe is always impor-
tant, but especially during the holidays. Let’s 
keep Collier safe for all.” 

Red ribbons are available through Jan. 
2 at CCSO headquarters, 3319 U.S. 41 E., 
Building J., all six CCSO substations and at 
Avow Hospice, 1095 Whippoorwill Lane, 
North Naples. 

Make a red ribbon promise 
to drive responsibly

Doctor’s Orders
What would be the right prescription to 
save America today, as it lies hemorrhaging 
jobs?  

The two doctors designated to save her 
can’t agree on the standard of care. One 
doctor wants to administer a transfusion, 
while the other wants to stimulate the heart 
to increase circulation. 

In the meantime, to the patient’s detri-
ment, both doctors have agreed to use the 
blood thinner called Free Trade, a snake oil, 
which has been peddled by powerful lobby-
ists during the past decade.

Sadly, the cure for America today, seems 
to lie in an old generic, compounded con-
coction not available since 1980, prior to the 
Reagan Administration.

Juan Puerto, M.D.

Letter to the Editor

The Edison State College District Board 
of Trustees will hold a special meeting at 
10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 16, in the AA Building, 
Room 177 on the Lee Campus.  Rooms with 
video conference are available on each of 
the Edison State College Campuses or Cen-
ter as follows:

Charlotte Campus –  O-11
Collier Campus – J-10

Hendry/Glades Center – A-110
Public comments welcome. Each speak-

er will be allotted up to two minutes of 
speaking time. All who wish to participate in 
the public comment are required to fi ll out 
and turn in a Request to Speak Form at least 
15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 
The agenda is posted at http://www.edison.
edu/district/board/meetings.php

Edison State College trustees to meet December 16



Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

From all of us at the 
Immokalee Bulletin

We would like to thank you for all your support
thoughtout the year, and look forward

to serving you in the New Year.

We’d also like to let you know we will be CLOSED
Mon., December 26, 2011 & Mon., January, 2, 2012

This means all advertising will need to be to us by:
Fri., December 23 at 3 pm for the 12/29/11 issue

and
Fri., December 30 at 3 pm for the 01/05/12 issue

Thank you again,
Patty, Barbara and Dale

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Immokalee Bulletin newspaper by 

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s only $26 annually  (50 cents a

week).  Each week you’ll receive an
email with a live link to the latest
issue.  This will allow you to read

the entire newspaper online --- even
when you’re traveling.  

Please call 1-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!
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Designers’ Boutique  
The Women’s Shelter’s Designers’ Bou-

tique returns with more vendors and new 
days! 

The Shelter for Abused Women & Chil-
dren’s Designers’ Boutique, part of the 
2012 Mending Broken Hearts with Hope 
Luncheon, is set for Monday and Tuesday, 
February 20 and 21, 2012, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Naples, 280 Vanderbilt 
Beach Road.

Held in the Plaza Ballroom and the Arti-
san Room, this year’s Designers’ Boutique 
moves to Monday and Tuesday, and fea-
tures 32 vendors including some ‘favorites’ 
from previous years - Anita Ford Collection, 
Nina McLemore Collection, Melanie White 
Designs, The Romantic Room, Trillion, A 
Wreath of Wishes - as well as new vendors 
such as Fancy’s Folly, Queen Bee Studio, 
ThRedHeads, Valerie Louthan and more! 

Admission to the Designers’ Boutique is 
free; $5 valet parking on Monday, or com-
plimentary valet parking with a Ritz-Carlton 
retail or food and beverage purchase.

The Boutique is one component of The 
Shelter’s Tuesday, February 21, 2012, Mend-
ing Broken Hearts with Hope Luncheon fea-
turing Dr. Jackson Katz as keynote speaker 
and including a general reception, Silent 
Auction, Drawing/Raffl e and the luncheon. 

Tickets for the 12th annual Mending Bro-
ken Hearts with Hope Luncheon are $350/
person; $1,500/Patron; sponsorships avail-
able. 

Community Briefs

 For the sixteenth year, the Collier County 
Public Schools (CCPS) Federal and State 
Grants Offi ce, in conjunction with the Pro-
fessional Golf Association (PGA) and the 
Franklin Templeton Shootout, arranged for 
117 migrant students to receive free dental 
care at the PGA Tour’s Christina’s Smile 
Children’s Dental Clinic earlier this week 
(December 5-7). Volunteer dentists and 
hygienists from around Southwest Florida 
provided treatment at the clinic to these pre-
selected students with severe dental needs.  
Migrant home-school liaisons transported 
the students to the clinic, located in the old 
PACE warehouse on Pine Ridge Road, next 
to Home Depot, in Naples.

In 1989, after treating many disadvan-
taged children in his dental practice in Aus-
tin, Texas for seventeen years, Dr. Richard 
R. Garza founded this program to impact 
more children in less time. He developed 
a relationship with the Senior PGA Tour to 
help draw attention to the plight of children 
all across the United States. The mission of 
the program is to deliver quality, compre-
hensive, charitable dental care to children 
in need who reside in communities that 
host a PGA TOUR and Champions Tour 
tournament.

To learn more, please contact Oscar Ol-
guin at 377-3332 or Flavia Mansberger at 
377-0584.  For more information about the 
Christina’s Smile Children’s Dental Clinic, 
visit www.csmile.com. 

Migrant students receive free dental care

Submitted photo
Students line up for their turn in the 
chair. 

BOTTOM PHOTO: Volunteer dentists 
and hygienists provide treatment to 
selected students with severe dental 
needs.

Attorney moving on
I want to thank all my clients, friends, and 

colleagues for their support, and for the trust 
you have given me during the past years that 
I worked at Legal Aid in both Naples and 
Immokalee. 

Now that I am moving forward on my 
own, I appreciate having the opportunity and 
privilege of continuing to help the people of 
our community in Naples and Immokalee! 

I will be focusing on Family Law and 
Housing Law issues. Family Law consists 
not only of divorce (dissolution or mar-
riage), but also such issues as custody, 
visitation (parents and grandparents), child 
support collection and modifi cation, and de-
pendency issues. 

On the Housing Law front, I will be han-
dling all issues relating to landlord/tenant 
law, including evictions, housing discrimina-
tion, HUD issues, etc. I will also continue to 
engage in Foreclosure Defense. Let’s keep 
our families in their homes!  

Your opinion is important to us! Let us 
know what topics you would like to see on 
our Facebook page. Remember to follow us 
on Facebook and LinkedIn. 

We wish you all a Happy Holidays and a 
Happy New Year 2012 fi lled with health and 
prosperity! 

Les deseamos a todos unas Felices 
Pasquas y Feliz Año 2012 lleno de salud y 
prosperidad! 

Albert Batista
Attorney at Law

Letter to the editor



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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 GAINESVILLE, Fla. - The University of 
Florida’s Institute for Child Health Policy in 
partnership with Cherokee Nation Behav-
ioral Health Services has received a $4.7 
million grant from the National Institutes of 
Health to study ways to prevent underage 
drinking.

The study, led by Kelli Komro, Ph.D., will 
focus on American Indian and other youth 
living in rural, high-risk and underserved 
communities. The results could infl uence 
efforts to prevent underage drinking across 
the U.S.

“We’re excited to be working together 
and in close collaboration with schools, 
families and other community-based orga-
nizations to develop and implement what 
we hope to be a very powerful set of com-
munity-based strategies to prevent alcohol 
and drug use among young people living in 
northeastern Oklahoma,” said Komro, as-
sociate director of ICHP and a professor of 
health outcomes and policy in the UF Col-
lege of Medicine.

The fi ve-year study will take place in an 
area of Oklahoma that suffers from high 
poverty rates and substantial health dispari-
ties.

Komro says the study will focus on pre-
venting alcohol-related problems in young 
people, either before they start or before 
they become worse in adolescence and 
adulthood.

“The teenage years represent a time of 
risk and opportunity,” Komro said. “We 
know that early onset of alcohol use is as-

sociated with many negative consequences 
during adolescence and into adulthood. 
Therefore, we feel this prevention project 
is very important for all youth living in the 
participating communities, including both 
Cherokee and other teens.”

This study is unique in that it focuses spe-
cifi cally on American Indians, a group that 
Komro says is often underrepresented in 
clinical and community research.

“This project and our partnership offer 
an important opportunity to create, imple-
ment and evaluate a new, integrated com-
munity-based prevention strategy for, and 
with, such underrepresented populations,” 
Komro said.

B.J. Boyd, Ph.D., director of Cherokee 
Nation Behavioral Health Services and co-
principal investigator on the project, said he 
is grateful to be working with the University 
of Florida in this partnership effort and said 
this is a large step forward for Cherokee Na-
tion and its health services division.

“With this project we are doing the re-
search. We are putting what has been done 
to the scientifi c test and establishing valid 
statistics for prevention efforts,” Boyd said. 
“The Cherokee Nation has worked many 
years on prevention efforts, and it will be 
great now to partner and examine those ef-
forts to share with others.”

Although the trial takes place in Oklaho-
ma, Komro said the results will have broader 
implications for the country as a whole.

“The goal of our collaboration is to pre-
vent the negative consequences of alcohol 

and drug use among teens,” she said. “If we 
attain such success, we are optimistic that 
the project will be a model for other com-
munities around the country.”

The study builds on the results of years 
of research and will use tested techniques 
geared toward spurring change in schools 
and communities. Researchers will work 
with multiple segments of the community, 
including teens, teachers, coaches, parents, 
merchants and others. The trial will use a 
combination of community environmental 
change and simple, brief interventions to 
help adults identify and intervene if a teen 
is having problems. It’s a whole community 
approach - changing the norms around teen 
drinking and encouraging adults to take ac-
tion to prevent problems.

“This project represents a special op-
portunity. The National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism funds large-scale 
community prevention trials such as this 
only once a decade, and also typically funds 
only one team from a nationwide competi-
tion. We now are excited to further advance 
both the science of what works, and the 
health of real-world communities,” said Al-
exander Wagenaar, Ph.D., a co-investigator 
and a professor of health outcomes and 
policy in the UF College of Medicine.

The study will include all high school stu-
dents within selected towns. The results will 
be measured regularly over a four-year pe-
riod. The project will end in June 2016.

UF to study ways to prevent underage drinking
2011 holiday safety video

 The Collier County Sheriff ’s Offi ce has re-
leased its annual holiday safety video. 

“This tradition has become our annual 
gift to the community,” said Sheriff Kevin 
Rambosk. “It’s our way of thanking the pub-
lic for their support while offering them re-
minders of ways they can help us keep Col-
lier County a great place and a safe place.” 

Video messaging is one the many ways 
CCSO employs technology to communicate 
with the community at no cost. The agency 
produces a monthly TV show called “On 
Scene” that airs on CCSO’s Internet TV chan-
nel, www.ccso.tv as well as the county’s 
cable channel (Comcast 97) and the school 
district’s Education Channel (Comcast 99). 

Offi ce provides gifts for kids
Thanks to the generosity of Collier County 

Sheriff ’s Offi ce members and the communi-
ty, the sixth-annual “Celebrate With A Star” 
program was tremendous success. 

CCSO collected enough gifts to fi ll more 
than three pickup trucks for deserving chil-
dren assigned to the 20th Judicial Circuit 
Guardian ad Litem program in partnership 
with the Voices for Kids of Southwest Florida 
(VFK) agency. 

CCSO gives special thanks to all who 
contributed to “Celebrate With A Star” and 
wishes everyone a happy and safe holiday 
season

CCSO News



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Now Hiring
Are you a talented Barber 

seeking employment?
Contact Lorie 
239-634-9828

Murphy’s Beauty 
& Barber 

509 Main St, Immokalee

PARTS RUNNER
Applicant will operate a 
company owned vehicle 
to transport, pick up 
and/or deliver equip-
ment, repair parts, in-
ter-company and U.S. 
mail, offi ce supplies, 
and supplies from ven-
dors and between com-
pany owned shops or 
offi ces.  Position re-
quires employee to have 
good organizational 
skills, communication 
skills and be able to 
navigate city streets ef-
fi ciently, operate a GPS 
mapping device and 
recognize by name and 
sight a variety of parts, 
materials, and supplies 
related to a garage 
and/or offi ce.  Must 
possess a valid Florida 
Drivers License, clean 
driving record, a High 
School Diploma or its 
equivalent.  Applicant 
must be dependable, 
punctual, reliable and a 
team player.  Competi-
tive hourly pay, paid va-
cations, holidays, health 
insurance with 
availability to purchase 
spouse/family coverage, 
dental insurance 
available for purchase, 
all benefi ts subject to 
90 day qualifying peri-
od.  Fax resume to 
239-369-2267 or mail to 
HR, PO Box 3147, Im-
mokalee, FL 34143.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Employment
Full Time

TEACHER

Seeking qualifi ed candi-
dates for child care 
teacher position. Must 
have understanding of 
ITERS/ECERS and VPK 
standards. CDA or higher 
required. Email resume 
to: 

Immokaleechild@
aol.com

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises. 

Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash. 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

Timber Ridge
2726 Wilton Court

(Rental Offi ce:  2449 
Sanders Pines Circle)
$1200 Free Rent*

*1 year lease 
@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
3Br & 4Br /1Ba Single 

Family Homes
Starting at $700 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Apartments

Sanders Pines
2449 Sanders 
Pines Circle

$1200 Free Rent*
*1 year lease 

@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
2Br/1Ba, 3Br/1Ba 

Apartments
Starting at $500 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Apartments

MIRA VERDE
MOVE IN SPECIAL, 1st MONTH 
FREE! $20.00 Application Fee

Lower Security Deposit
***With Approved Credit***

• 2 BEDROOMS AT $364.00 PER MONTH
• 3 BEDROOMS AT $411.00 PER MONTH
• 4 BEDROOMS AT $464.00 PER MONTH

           LOCATED AT:            CALL US AT:
   6760 Santa Fe North    (863)675-3339   
            LaBelle, FL

FREE GIFT FOR EVERY NEW RESIDENT!
Here’s the keys to your new home!

Aqui estan las llaves de su nueva casa!
REGALO PARA CADA RESIDENTE NUEVO

MIRA VERDE
ESPECIAL DE ENTRADA
PIMER MES GRATIS!!

$20.00 cargo de aplicacion
Deposito de Seguridad Bajos

***Con Credito Aprovado***

• 2 RECAMARRAS  A  $364.00 POR MES
• 3 RECAMARRAS  A  $411.00 POR MES
• 4 RECAMARRAS  A  $464.00 POR MES

    LOCALIZADOS EN:      LLAMENOS AL:
  6760 Santa FeNorth    (863)675-3339   
           LaBelle, FL

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Apartments Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308

$99 MOVE IN
SPECIAL 

FOR FIRST
MONTH’S RENT

Available for
Immediate
Occupancy

3Br/2Ba Apartments
Handicap unit available

RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

TO QUALIFIED
APPLICANTS

Rental Rates start at 
$635 plus utilities

Income limits apply.
 Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-2009

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM -5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Case Rd- 3br/2ba dou-
blewide between La-
Belle and Immokalee. 
2.5 acres, very private. 
Will fi nance through our 
fi nance company with 
$5,000 down and your 
good credit 
863-673-4325

Like new 2br, 2bath 
doublewide on 1/2 acre 
lot between Immokalee 
and LaBelle. $54,900 
with $4,500 down. 
Owner fi nancing. Bad 
credit accepted  
863-673-4325 or 
863-675-8888

New doublewide for 
sale at $49,900. No 
money down on your 
lot. 863-675-8888 or 
863-228-5931

North LaBelle 2008 
doublewide 3br, 2ba 
like new on 3 lots, 
screened porch, shed, 
fenced yard, swing set, 
and sandbox. $65,000 
Owner fi nancing 
239-564-5415

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Campers/RVs

2003 ALFA SEEYA - 40 
ft diesel pusher, 57k, exc 
cond. Asking $95,000 
(317)443-3529. Can see 
at Glades Resort on 
Route 80.

READING A
NEWSPAPER
MAKES YOU A
MORE INFORMED
AND INTERESTING 
PERSON.

No wonder newspaper 
readers are more popular!



 BONITA SPRINGS, Fla. (Dec. 9, 2011) – 
Volunteer USA Foundation and best-selling 
children’s author Jeff Kinney announced 
an entertaining writing contest open to stu-
dents in southwest Florida. Kinney is well-
known for his “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” book 
series, which combines funny stories about 
growing up with doodles and cartoons.

“The greatest thing about Kinney’s books 
is that they make kids laugh – from the crazy 
situations his characters get involved with to 
his silly illustrations – he is hands down a fa-
vorite among young readers,” said Liza Mc-
Fadden, president of Volunteer USA Founda-
tion. “We are thrilled this hugely popular 
children’s author will be on hand in 2012 to 
celebrate our talented young writers in 

Southwest Florida and help us reward 
their talent and imagination.”

In Kinney’s recently released book, “Di-
ary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever” beloved 
character Greg Heffl ey is in trouble. When 
the authorities begin closing in, a surprise 
blizzard hits and Greg is trapped indoors 
with his family, causing even more chaos. 
In the Celebration of Reading writing con-
test, students in Lee, Charlotte, Collier, Hen-
dry and Glades counties, grades 4 to 7, are 
invited to participate and create a funny 
story involving Florida’s very own storm 
season of hurricanes, tornadoes and tropi-
cal storms. The short-story contest involves 
simple illustrations or a comic strip based 
on the “storm watch” theme.

“As a resident of New England, I’ve 
weathered a number of storms that have 
turned my life upside down for days or even 
weeks. I’ve found that the best way to get 
through a tough situation is with a positive 
attitude and a good sense of humor. I’m 
very excited to read the contestants’ essays 
on the ‘storm watch’ theme and see how 
they inject humor into their work,” said Kin-
ney.

Contest winners accompanied by their 
parents will be recognized at a VIP break-
fast, sponsored by Brown & Brown Public 
Risk Insurance Agency, to kickoff Volunteer 
USA Foundation’s 12th Celebration of Read-
ing. The annual literacy event will take place 
Friday, Feb. 17, 2012 at the Hyatt Regency 
Coconut Point Resort & Spa and is hosted 

by former Gov. Jeb Bush, Mrs. Barbara Bush 
and members of the Bush family to support 
successful family literacy programs in the 
southeast U.S.  The students will be Kin-
ney’s guests of honor at the Celebration of 
Reading breakfast and have the opportunity 
to visit with the author and share their win-
ning submissions. 

Entries must be submitted electronically 
to Contest@VolunteerUSAFund.org or post-
marked no later than the Wednesday, Jan. 

18, 2012 to: Volunteer USA Foundation, 
Attn: COR 2012 Writing Contest, 516 North 
Adams Street, Tallahassee, Fla. 32301.

Fifteen winners will be selected based on 
their writing and imagination. Winners will 
be listed at www.volunteerusafoundation.
org and schools will be notifi ed on Jan.27, 
2012 in conjunction with Celebrate Literacy 
Week, Florida.  

For more information, call Volunteer USA 
Foundation at 850-562-5300.

Celebration of Reading Student Writing Contest

 The Collier County Code Enforce-
ment Board has four terms expiring on Feb-
ruary 14, 2012. This seven-member board, 
plus two alternate members, is composed 
of, but not limited to, individuals represent-
ing the occupations of architect, business-
man, engineer, general contractor, subcon-
tractor and realtor and are considered, in 
part, on the basis of experience or interest 
in the areas of the codes and ordinances to 
be enforced.  Members are required to fi le a 
Form 1 Statement of Financial Interest each 
year with the Supervisor of Elections.  Terms 
are three years.

 
The County Government Productiv-

ity Committee has six vacancies with terms 
expiring on February 4, 2012.  This commit-
tee is composed of 11 members, with the 
vice chair of the Board of County Commis-

sioners serving in a liaison capacity. The 
members are appointed by resolution of the 
Board of County Commissioners for a two-
year term and must be permanent residents 
and electors of Collier County.  Committee 
members are required to possess special ex-
pertise and experience related to managing 
large organizations, and must be balanced 
in representing the views of the community. 
The committee reviews the effi ciency of de-
partments of County Government under the 
jurisdiction of the Board of County Commis-
sioners.  

 
The Hispanic Affairs Advisory Com-

mittee has two vacancies for terms to ex-
pire June 25, 2015. This nine-member board 
identifi es and evaluates problems unique 
to the Hispanic community, reviews and 
recommends ways to ensure open com-

munication between minorities and Collier 
County Government and provides periodic 
reports to the Board of County Commission-
ers.  Terms are four years.

 
The Land Acquisition Advisory Com-

mittee has two terms expiring on February 
11, 2012.  This nine-member committee was 
created by Ordinance No. 2002-63 and their 
primary responsibility is to recommend to 
the BCC an Active Properties Acquisition List 
with qualifi ed purchase recommendations 
of environmentally sensitive lands consis-
tent with the goals of the Conservation Col-
lier Land Acquisition Program.  Membership 
of the committee shall comprise broad and 
balanced representation including environ-
mental and conservation interests, agricul-
tural and business interests, educational 
interests, and general civic and citizen inter-

ests within the County.    

Residents interested in applying for ad-
visory committee positions can also obtain 
an application by calling 252-8097 or from 
www.colliergov.net. Please forward to the 
attention of Ian Mitchell, Executive Manager, 
Board of County Commissioners, 3299 Ta-
miami Trail East, Suite 303, Naples, Florida 
34112-5746, and FAX to 252-6406. The dead-
line for acceptance of applications is De-
cember 28, 2011.

 

ROOFING

HOME SECURITY

AUCTION

BUSINESS &
SERVICE

DIRECTORY
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Collier County has the following board openings



We accept most major insurance 
plans. Transfer today!

Your Publix Pharmacy accepts the State of Florida 
Employees program, TRICARE,® Express Scripts, 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield, and many more.
 

publix.com/pharmacy

Transfers are easy! Just bring in your prescription bottle or new prescription. We’ll take care of the rest.
 

TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the TRICARE Management Activity. All rights reserved.
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by Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

What’s better than clean? Everybody 
loves nice, neat, clean-smelling surround-
ings and that’s how lifelong Immokalee 
resident Cynthia Clinton sees it, too.

In fact, she has just opened her own 
business, Cynthia’s Cleaning Company, 
providing cleaning service for residential 
and commercial accounts.

Cleaning may be a chore to many peo-
ple, but to Cynthia it’s her passion.

She has raised her own fi ve children 
and also her sister’s two children. They’re 
all grown now, but several are helping her 
out in the business. After years as a single 
mother struggling with various types of jobs, 
including working in a school cafeteria and 
after school programs, Cynthia realized that 
a cleaning service was her calling. 

When she decided to start her cleaning 
service she said she wanted to make sure 
it was done right so she took classes at the 
Immokalee Business Development Cen-
ter’s Entrepreneur School.

As a result, she has a good foundation 
for a successful business. She is currently 
fi nishing her business plan to put the fi nish-
ing touch on her entrepreneur class.

She said she loves Immokalee - there are 
good people here; strong people and she 
hopes to be able to give back to her com-
munity in some way.

“Things weren’t easy, but it’s worth it. 

Christ has given me the strength to keep 
pressing,” she explains, adding that she is 
grateful for all hose who have encouraged 

her. “We live and learn,” she said, “life has 
taught me a lot.”

Cynthia commends the staff at the CRA 
for helping her get through the class. In 
the beginning, she said she felt like she 
couldn’t do it. She needed to energize 
herself, but she couldn’t see it in herself. 
When she met Maria Capita, Immokalee 
Business Development Center Manager at 
CRA, Maria referred her to the Entrepreneur 
class where she learned the discipline she 
needed to achieve her goal. Now, she feels 
strong enough to bridge the hurdles in front 
of her. Now, she believes in herself and has 
a new goal - to never stop learning. 

She also wants to thank the Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA), for what 
they have done for her. ”They took my past,” 
she explains, “and gave me a future.”

She hopes people will give her 
a chance because, she said, “I will 
go beyond their cleaning needs.”
Excited about her new venture, Cynthia 
wants to run her business as long as she 
can. Eventually, she hopes to pass her 
business - her passion - on to her children 
and she hopes to give something back to 
Immokalee.

Cynthia hopes anyone who needs a 
cleaning service will give her a call at 239-
465-7022. As Cynthia said, “We want to 
keep you clean!”

Cynthia’s Cleaning Company opens

Are you a woman in need of fi nancial as-
sistance for college tuition?

Greater Naples AAUW Charitable Foun-
dation, Inc. is now accepting applications 
for local scholarship candidates. Tuition 
scholarships are awarded to eligible women 
seeking an associate or a baccalaureate de-
gree.

Candidate eligibility requirements:
- Women 21 years of age or older
- Currently accepted or enrolled in a pro-

gram of study at an accredited college or 
university

- Resident of Collier or Southern Lee 
County

- Demonstrated need for fi nancial assis-
tance

- A satisfactory academic record
- Previous Recipients May Apply
Students may access our Web site - www.

aauwgnb.org - where they can get informa-
tion on qualifi cations and download an 
application in MS-WORD format. For addi-
tional information, please call: Rose DiBiasi, 
Chair, Greater Naples AAUW Local Scholar-
ship Committee. Call 239-254-1371 or email: 
rosed7172@gmail.com. Recipients will be 
notifi ed no later than March 19, 2012.

Local 
scholarships
available

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Cynthia Clinton.
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