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Even in the 21st Century, healing is not an 

exact science. No one is sure how much hu-
man health is intertwined with things like feel-
ings and attitude. 

Making the best use of these “medications” 

via art was the focus of a special presentation 
Dec. 6 at the Florida State University Center for 
Arts in Healthcare (UF CAHRE). Immokalee is 
envisioned as the regional center for the arts 
in medicine initiative.

The unveiling of the program Tuesday eve-
ning and training session Wednesday were 
a collaborative effort between the Florida 
Division of Cultural Affairs, Shands Arts in 
Medicine (AIM), the UF Center for the Arts 
in Healthcare and several Immokalee com-
munity agencies. Participating were the FSU 
College of Medicine, CHS Healthcare (Col-
lier Health Services) and the Collier County 
Health Department, The Alliance for the Arts 
and the United Arts Council of Collier County, 
with support from the Kresge Foundation and 
the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, are also 
a big part of this project. 

The informal reception Tuesday evening 
gave an overview of the project, which seeks 
to use local talent as artistic therapy to devel-
op healthy attitudes and living styles.

From break dancing to poetry, the recep-
tion served as a mini introduction to the di-
verse talents Immokaleeans can tap into for 
“medicinal purposes.”

Dr. Karimu Smith-Barron, Medical Edu-
cation Program Director for FSU College of 

Feel better  . . . just express yourself
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Break out the Christmas carols, 
the egg nog, the decorations! The 
time is here! Saturday, Dec. 10, San-
ta returns to Immokalee and he’s 
bringing his whole entourage.

Co-Grand Marshals Rick Heers 
and Annie Alvarez will lead the pa-

rade.
The Christmas 

around the World 
Parade and Gala 
committee has got 
a special holiday 
treat again this 
year. 

Forget a white 
Christmas. This 
year is Immokalee 
is ”Going Greener 
for our Environ-
ment” and show-
ing it off in the big 
Christams parade. 

Line up at 4 
p.m. on the corner 
of Carver Street 
and Immokalee 
Road (First Street), 
directly across 
from the Immoka-

lee Seminole Casino.

 Christmas 
dreams 
Saturday

 On Tuesday, November 29, 2011 Florida 
panther K304 -- now identifi ed as FP194 -- was 
returned to Big Cypress National Preserve. The 
release of the cat occurred in a remote area of 
the Preserve around 7:30 p.m. near where the 
cat was removed in October of 2010. Due to 
transport timing and change of release area 
this activity was not open to the public as origi-
nally planned.

On October 25, 2010, through on-going 
tracking activity within the Preserve, it was dis-
covered that the radio-collar of female panther 
FP102 was emitting a mortality signal. Upon 
reaching the site of the signal, National Park 

Service (NPS) biologists found the remains of 
the cat. A subsequent necropsy confi rmed that 
FP102 had died from wounds received during a 
fi ght. Five months earlier the cat had given birth 
to two male kittens. After the death of FP102, 
one of the offspring, K304, was discovered or-
phaned. His sibling was never found.

Upon discovering K304 the NPS, work-
ing closely with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) and the U. 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), transported 
the kitten to the White Oak Conservation Cen-
ter (WOCC), a wildlife facility in northeastern 
Florida. At the facility K304 was cared for and 

housed in appropriate facilities with minimal
human contact. Now K304, a young, healthy
cat, is of the age that it can be released near the
area it was born.

Early on November 29 the cat was captured
and tranquilized within the holding facility at
WOCC, fi tted with a new radio collar by NPS
staff and evaluated by Scott Citino, Center Vet-
erinarian; Mark Cunningham, FWC Veterinar-
ian and other White Oak Staff. Upon return
to the Preserve FP194 was 1.5 years old, 86
pounds and determined to be in good condi-
tion. NPS staff will monitor movements of the
cat by tracking the new radio collar.

Orphaned panther back in Big CypressAnnie Alvarez

See Arts — Page 2
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Bethann Mohamed, psychology fellow and Zumba instructor, got things going at 
the Arts in Healing presentation December 6. See more pictures of the presenta-
tion on Pages 3 and 4.

See Christmas — Page 2

Rick Heers
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Medicine Immokalee, made the initial an-
nouncement of the program and urged lo-
cals to support it - to get involved.

Bethann Mohamed is a third-year medi-
cal student who has “fallen in love” with 
Immokalee. She directed the audience’s at-
tention to local murals and paintings along 
the walls

Dr. Javier Rosado is a Psychologist and 
Behavior Health Instructor on faculty at the 
institution. “I’m proud to be in a communi-
ty where there so much talent,” he said. He 
explained their goal of bringing the arts into 
health care through the community itself.

In Immokalee, Dr. Rosado will coordi-
nate the program and reach out to the entire 
community. His vision is to use its people’s 
many talents to shore up that resilience and 
improve its health.

The event and training are intended to 
be a call to the community to work together 
- for groups and organizations and individu-
als to take the initiative and build their own 
art-based projects. 

These projects can then work their mag-
ic on bodies, minds and souls - one patient 
at a time.

Jenny Lee is with the US Center for the 

Arts and Health Care, the core agency in the 
project. She noted that the FSU College of 
Medicine, Department of Health and Gua-
dalupe Center are all committed to the proj-
ect. She is a former dancer, actor and singer 
who has incorporated those talents into her 
health care work. 

“Feelings are the essence of the arts in 
health care.” She noted that throughout the 
ages, art has always been an integral part of 
healing rituals. She is committed to bring-
ing that concept to rural communities like 
Immokalee.

Ms. Lee  explained, “The program lives 
in the community. Arts are neutral.” She 
added that Immokalee is unique. She is ex-
cited about engaging with the agricultural 
community and impressed with the youth 
leadership displayed here. “That hasn’t 
happened in other communities,” she ex-
plained.

Jill Sonke said four years ago funding 
was secured to explore art in health care 
in rural communities. First, the seed was 
planted in the Florida Panhandle. She said 
she is amazed at the “immense amount of 
creativity in this community” and at the ar-
ray of community partners willing to step 
up.

In large communities, the arts and heal-
ing programs are often based in hospitals, 
she said. 

The talent level at the event was extraor-
dinary.

Immokalee High School senior Benissa 
Chery shared her sweet but powerful vocal 
talents. An Immokalee Foundation scholar, 
she is currently awaiting college accep-
tance.

Edison State College student Michael 
Einsenberg made a special trip from Estero 
to play guitar and sing. 

The Unknz (Unknowns) - Jonathan 
Mendoza and Alex Mendoza (no relation) 
- are 14-year-old friends whose lives revolve 
around their art, break dancing. Jonathan 
reveals his passion as he describes how he 
got started dancing and his plans. 

He and Alex are dedicated to practicing 
their art and invigorated by their audience’s 
approval. He said the crowd particularly 
seems to appreciate their improvisational 
“routines.”

Power moves are Jonathan’s forte - 
those energetic leaps and spins - while Alex 
is more into the robotics movements of the 
dance form. In fact, they say most dancers 
don’t do true break dancing any more and 
they’d like to bring it back. Jonathan also 
said he dreams of marrying break dance 
moves with cool, smooth jazz instrumen-
tals like “A Quarter to Three” to create his 
own unique style.

Jonathan’s mother, Maria Mendoza, 
is concerned about his dancing. After all, 
break dancing can be a little hazardous. 
That doesn’t bother Jonathan and Alex. 
They say they truly love their dance and in-

tent to continue in spite of the unavoidable
injuries that come with the territory.

“It’s okay,” Maria says in Spanish, “as 
long as they don’t get hurt too much.”

The young men have dance role models 
including their number one group Jabba-
wockeez; number 2 Super Crew and num-
ber 3 Michael Jackson.

Victoria Frehe-Torres, FSU College of 
Medicine psychology fellow and Zumba in-
structor, led the group in an energetic dance
routine. Arts just make people happier, she
explained. It provides a basis for coming to-
gether, to interact, to get excited and build
social support.

Dr. Smith-Barron said art can be benefi -
cial to many patients including those suffer-
ing with hypertension, diabetes and even
obesity. 

It leads to self expression, self esteem 
and confi dence which manifest themselves
in inner peace and improved health.

Ms. Mohamed said it doesn’t require a 
lot of materials - just you. Learning a new
skill is therapeutic and can be benefi cial to
those suffering from depression or trauma.
It’s a distraction from the person’s normal
problems and can even help lengthen a
person’s life.

The message of the evening was: The 
more intense your life, the more you need
an outlet. Laughter - or art - is still the best
medicine, and we can all help provide it to
each other.

The entry fee to the gala is just $1 per 
person - anyone six years of age or under 
is free.

Come out and be entertained by the fa-
mous Immokalee High School Marching 
Band.

Gala activities to look for include a 
hometown carnival with rides and games; 
extreme games like laser tag, sticky wall 
and other cool infl atable games.

Immokalee kids can feel the thrill of glid-
ing on ice skates across a frigid rink and slid-
ing down a snow-covered mountain.

For the adults - how about a “Can-you-
Dance Contest” to determine Immokalee’s 
top dancers including the best salsa cou-
ples, as well as other popular dance teams. 
There will be different categories ranging 
from 6 years old to adulthood. 

A cash prize will be given to the best 
dancers.

Okay, here comes the “green” part. 
There will be a recycled costume fashion 
Show. Walk the runway with your fashions. 
Each entry must have a recycled costume 
item. Cash prizes will be given.

More “green” Christmas fun - enjoy the 
fourth, fi fth and sixth grade students’ essays 
on “How I can change my environment in 
Immokalee to go greener.” 

Chairman Cherryle Thomas hopes ev-
eryone comes out for some safe educa-
tional fun. She said the students’ essays are 
always impressive and that they are always 
a hot topic of discussion at Immokalee’s 
schools.

And what would a big community par-
ty be without lots of great food? Get your 
mouthready for some great ethnic foods in-
cluding Chinese, Hispanic and Cuban.

Parents, bring your little “Christmas pack-
age” all dressed up for the holidays. Babies 
from six to 18 months can compete. 

All baby outfi ts must have some red or 

green or gold or white to represent Christ-
mas colors. 

The Naples News photographer and our 
local newspaper photographer will be at 
the Gala to take pictures of beautiful baby 
event.

Wind up your dancing feet for the 15-
minute marathon jitterbug contest. How’s 
that for getting folks moving?

Over 20 participants are in the prettiest 
baby contest this year. Each will receive a 
certifi cate. 

The music will continue with Three More 
Tenors from Seacrest Community School at 
the gala and marvel at the recycled costume 
contest - everything from Elvis and dashi-
kis!

Then hang around to check out the re-
cycled Christmas trees made from all sorts 
of disposable plastics. 

Kids will get a kick out of the extreme 
carnival, but it’s Santa’s arrival via helicopter 
that always wins the kids’ hearts. Have your 
kid’s picture with Santa for just $5. Children 
will also receive a new book, courtesy of the 

Seminole Indian Casino.
Proceeds from the Santa photos go to-

ward scholarships for IHS graduates. 
Judge will awards the top parade fl oats 

with fi rst, second and third places for non-
profi ts and best all around, as well as com-
mercial participants.

Ms. Thomas said this year Christmas 
Around the World is trying for the Guinness 
Book of Records - taking on the Fort Myers 
Festival of Lights with its 400+ parade en-
tries. Ms. Thomas said the Immokalee pa-
rade has entries all the way from Jackson-
ville and Sarasota. They googled Immokalee 
and decided to enter the parade!

The Eastern Collier County Chamber of 
Commerce hosts the gala event.

This year 2-3 year olds from Ave Ma-
ria Dance Studio will also perform for the 
crowd and Ten Striking Horses of Ave Maria 
will also make an appearance. Ms. Thomas 
said the committee is pleased to have Ave 
Maria’s participation. 

The event always benefi ts the communi-
ty, so no professional vendors are allowed.

Art
Continued From Page 1

Christmas
Continued From Page 1



 When the Tamiami Trail was completed 
across the Everglades in 1928, Barron Collier 
set up six patrol stations along the road to 
help motorists. One of these historic build-
ings is Monroe Station, once a popular way-
side stop in the desolate Big Cypress east of 
Ochopee.

It became a popular meeting place for 
hunters who still leave their trucks there 
when negotiating the Loop Road on swamp 
buggies. The building has been closed and 
boarded up for many years but it is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

You can hear about the history of Monroe 
Station, the gladesman culture that favored 
it, and plans for its future at an illustrated lec-
ture on Friday, December 9, at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Community Church Annex in Everglades 
City. Speaker Bob DeGross is the Chief of In-
terpretation and Public Affairs at Big Cypress 
National Preserve where there are many ar-
chival records.

Members of the public are welcome and 
invited to share their memories of Monroe 

Station after the formal presentation. This 
free event is hosted by the Everglades Soci-
ety for Historic Preservation. For more info, 
see their Web site www.evergladeshistori-
cal.org or phone Marya at (239) 695-2905.

Learn about the “Monroe 
Station and the Trail”

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

WED & SAT FROM 8AM TO 10AM
IMMOKALEE ANIMAL CLINIC

1400 Roberts Ave, Immokalee • 239-657-2266
WED & SAT FROM 10:30AM TO NOON
CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC

at the Tractor Supply Store • Clewiston • 863-675-2441
WED 2PM TO 4PM

3 Year Rabies $10 • Parvo/Distemper $12
Half price laser spay & neuter w/full puppy & kitten shots

Half price boarding - Cash Only

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treat-
ment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement
for the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOW COST
VACCINATION CLINICS

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Immokalee Bulletin newspaper by 

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s only $26 annually  (50 cents a

week).  Each week you’ll receive an
email with a live link to the latest
issue.  This will allow you to read

the entire newspaper online --- even
when you’re traveling.  

Please call 1-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!
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by Joe Landon
Just who are we and what do 

we do? Whether you have a child 
attending one of our Collier County 
Public Schools or not, you probably 
want to know how many students 
we have and in how many schools, 
and what our student population 
looks like demographically. You might want 
to know the daily attendance rate of our 
students, how many students we feed each 
day, and how many school buses we have 
transporting how many students along how 
many miles. These are the kinds of things 
dealt with in the Quick Facts section of our 
just-released Report to the Community. The 
fi ve priorities of our new Superintendent, Dr. 
Kamela Patton, are detailed in this report. 
The top priority, Student Achievement, is 
given a good deal of treatment as you might 
expect with FCAT, ACT, SAT, and Advanced 
Placement exam results being shared. There 
is information in the report about the new 
elementary level Standards-Based Progress 
Reports, and the changes made by the state 
in graduation requirements. Finance is one 
of the pillars supporting Student Achieve-
ment, and this year’s budget numbers are 
shared in this report. Human Capital, an-
other pillar, is represented with information 
about our teaching corps. Community, the 
third pillar, involves community partners 
and our generous volunteers; numbers of 

each are shared. Info regarding 
Communications, the fourth pillar, 
can be found in the report as well. 
The district’s Governance Model 
(or Way of Work) is outlined. And 
the report shares our vision and 
mission, and provides you with a 
Strategic Plan update. To check out 

our Report to the Community – our report 
to you – go to the home page of the district 
Web site at www.collierschools.com where 
you’ll fi nd a couple of prominently displayed 
links to it. If you don’t have Internet access, 
let us know with a call to (239) 377-0180 and 
we’ll happily send you a printed copy.

I really want to emphasize that this is 
one of the easiest reads ever. Everything 
contained within is in capsule or summary 
form. There’s no “educationese,” just plain 
talk about the impact the district is having 
on our most precious resource – your chil-
dren, our students. For us, “Excellence in 
Education” is what it’s all about, and in Dr. 
Patton’s message in the Report to the Com-
munity, she talks about wanting our district 
to become a great district, and asks for your 
help in making it so. “It requires a team ef-
fort – students, teachers and other staff, 
parents, and other community members 
– working shoulder-to-shoulder to provide 
the very best education possible.” And she 
invites you to join the team!

Students First

Submitted photo
The historic Monroe Station.

 Parents – if you are seeking to have your 
student attend a school other that the one 
he or she is zoned for, it’s time for you to 
submit a Collier County Public Schools Out-
of-Zone or School Choice request.  Parents 
of students who are currently in either pro-
gram must reapply. Approval is based on 
space availability at each school, and school 
bus service is not available in either case.

· Out-of-Zone priority applications will be 
accepted between December 15 and Janu-
ary 15.

What is Out-of-Zone?
Per Board Policy 5120, the assignment 

of a child to a school (not to include an ex-
ceptional student program assignment) in a 
geographic area other than the school nor-
mally designated, is referred to as an “Out-
of-Zone” school assignment. Out-of-Zone 
assignments are based on need, such as af-
ter-school care, work schedules, high school 
attendance at a specifi c career academy, or 

hardship. Parents submitting an out-of-zone 
application must provide supporting docu-
mentation. Approvals are based on space 
availability.

· School Choice priority applications can 
be submitted any time during January.

What is School Choice?
Per Board Policy 5120.01, School Choice 

provides the parents/guardians the opportu-
nity to choose a school other than the school 
to which their students are zoned. Reasons 
are unnecessary when applying for School 
Choice.  Approvals are based on space avail-
ability. 

You may apply for either online at http://
www.collierschools.com/parents/zoning-
info.asp.

For further questions or to submit docu-
ments: Email:  zoninginfo@collierschools.
com; Phone: 239-377-0540; FAX: 239-377-
0506; Mail: Lisa Roa/Student Relations at 
5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, FL, 34109.

Time to apply for school choice

To the Immokalee Bulletin:
On behalf of the entire Front Porch organization, I wish to extend our heartfelt thank 

you for the remarkable article that ran in the November 17 Immokalee Bulletin. You know, 
when your centerpiece is helping someone else, you really are not aware of the many tal-
ents that you have. While reading the article, the words appeared to come off the page and 
reminded me of God’s love. We endeavor to be a part of the change and to know that we 
made a difference in someone’s life.  

Again, thank you for seeing the value in our nonprofi t. May your home and the Immoka-
lee Bulletin be fi lled with blessings and peace now and forevermore.  

With gratitude,
Vicki Carr
Community Liaison Front Porch 

Thank you



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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Feelin’ the music
Break dancers, Jonathan Mendoza, left, and Alex Mendoza (no relation) are 
the Unknz (Unknowns). Here they show off some of their moves at Tuesday’s 
Arts in Medicine event.  Jonathan and Alex met at Immokalee Middle School 
and Jonathan turned Alex on to the dance form. The two perform throughout 
the county almost every weekend. Their dream is to make it big on America’s 
Best Dance Group one day and end up with a gig in Las Vegas.

Designers’ Boutique  
The Women’s Shelter’s Designers’ Bou-

tique returns with more vendors and new 
days! 

The Shelter for Abused Women & Chil-
dren’s Designers’ Boutique, part of the 
2012 Mending Broken Hearts with Hope 
Luncheon, is set for Monday and Tuesday, 
February 20 and 21, 2012, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Naples, 280 Vanderbilt 
Beach Road.

Held in the Plaza Ballroom and the Arti-
san Room, this year’s Designers’ Boutique 
moves to Monday and Tuesday, and fea-
tures 32 vendors including some ‘favorites’ 
from previous years - Anita Ford Collection, 
Nina McLemore Collection, Melanie White 

Designs, The Romantic Room, Trillion, A 
Wreath of Wishes - as well as new vendors 
such as Fancy’s Folly, Queen Bee Studio, 
ThRedHeads, Valerie Louthan and more! 

Admission to the Designers’ Boutique is 
free; $5 valet parking on Monday, or com-
plimentary valet parking with a Ritz-Carlton 
retail or food and beverage purchase.

The Boutique is one component of The 
Shelter’s Tuesday, February 21, 2012, Mend-
ing Broken Hearts with Hope Luncheon fea-
turing Dr. Jackson Katz as keynote speaker 
and including a general reception, Silent 
Auction, Drawing/Raffl e and the luncheon. 

Tickets for the 12th annual Mending Bro-
ken Hearts with Hope Luncheon are $350/
person; $1,500/Patron; sponsorships avail-
able.  

Community Briefs

Caregiver Services Inc. will be con-
ducting interviews for Certifi ed Nursing 
Assistants and Home Health Aides for the 
Immokalee area. All interested individuals 
who have a current CNA/HHA License are 
welcome to apply. 

Come to Caregiver Services Inc., Mon-
day December 12, 2:30-4 p.m. at South-
west Florida Works, 750 South 5th Street, 
Immokalee, FL 34142. Call (239) 658-3300 

Applicants must have the following 
when they apply:

• Work Authorization documentation 

• Professional Liability Insurance 
• Driver’s License 
• Automobile Insurance 
• Professional Certifi cation/License 
• Physical Examination & TB Test 
• National Background check (Finger-

prints) 
• Local Background check 
• CPR Card 
• First Aid 
Please pick up registration packet prior 

to interview date at Southwest Florida 
Works.

Calling all CNA’s and HHA’s

 Naples, FL – Florida Community Bank’s 
Naples branches reached out to help those 
in need this holiday season with a drive for 
the St. Matthew’s House annual free Thanks-
giving meal distribution. 

The bank collected 456 food items to 
help SMH provide Thanksgiving dinners for 
over 1,000 struggling families in our com-
munity.

“Our team of employees really embraced 
the opportunity to give back to our com-
munity. They saw the need to help our lo-
cal community and not only donated food 
items, but also volunteered their time to help 
St. Matthew’s House distribute the food. It is 
really great to see people within our com-
munity supporting each other,” said Leah 
Pogel, Branch Manager, Florida Community 
Bank. 

Please visit Stmatthewshouse.org or con-
tact Communications and Event Offi cer Julie 
Clay at 239-774-0500 for more information. 

About St. Matthew’s House
The mission of St. Matthew’s House is to 

change lives in a spiritual environment that is 
both compassionate and disciplined, as well 
as providing housing for the homeless and 

food for the needy.  A 501(c)(3) non-profi t 

entity, SMH, along with Immokalee Friend-

ship House, has been serving the homeless, 

hungry and hopeless in Collier County since 

1987. SMH is the only emergency housing 

and recovery program in the county, offer-

ing 170 beds for men, women, and fami-

lies. SMH is also the only feeding ministry 

in Naples, serving meals at Justin’s Place 

and operating a substance-abuse recovery 

program (the fi rst of its kind in Southwest 

Florida) under the same name. SMH also 

operates three thrift stores, two food pan-

tries, a full service catering company, Wolfe 

Apartments transitional affordable housing, 

and a direct assistance program to individu-

als and families in need. 

About Florida Community Bank

Florida Community Bank operates 42 

branches and is the 6th largest independent 

bank in Florida with over $3 Billion in assets. 

The Bank provides personalized service and 

in-market expertise in Retail Banking, Com-

mercial Banking, Cash Management and 

Online Banking services.

Florida Community Bank holds 
food drive for St. Matthew’s House
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Submitted photo/Marya Repko

Have fun doing your holiday 
shopping!
Come to historic Everglades City on Saturday, December 10, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. for Art-in-the-Glades when hand-made crafts and local artworks 
will be on offer. Let the kiddies play on the swings in McLeod Park while you 
browse among the booths under the pavilion and then enjoy hotdogs and 
baked goods for lunch as you listen to live music. Vendors are invited to set 
up a table. For information, call Marya on (239) 695-2905 or see www.ever-
gladeshistorical.org. DIRECTIONS:
Take Exit 80 on I-75, drive south on SR-29 for 18 miles, cross US-41 and 
continue south on SR-29 for 4 miles. McLeod Park is next to Everglades City 
Hall on the Circle.

Collier County Public School middle and 
high school students will have three end-of-
semester early dismissal days during mid-
term/semester exams in January.  The early 
dismissal time is three hours earlier than the 
dismissal time on other days. Each child’s 
school will send home details related to the 
school bell schedule on exam days.  Break-
fast and lunch will be served on all early dis-
missal days.

For Semester 1, end-of-semester middle 
and high school exam days and early dis-
missal days are as follows:

· Wednesday, January 11, 2012
· Thursday, January 12, 2012

· Friday, January 13, 2012
The January 11 and January 12 early dis-

missal days apply to middle and high school 
students only, but January 13 will be an early 
dismissal day for all students K-12.

End-of-semester early dismissal days pro-
vide extended time for exam periods and 
suffi cient time for teachers to carefully score 
the assessments.  Exam periods will be the 
same length at all schools district-wide.  

Collier County Public Schools’ early dis-
missal day information is posted on the 
“Calendars” page of the district Web site at 
www.collierschools.com

Early dismissal for local 
students in January

December 2, 2011 – NAPLES, FLA. – Edi-
son State College Collier Campus students 
now have a one-stop location for their 
needs. The new, 23,700 square-foot Stu-
dent Services building is open and ready. 

“It’s a beautiful, energy-effi cient build-
ing that gives our students a single location 
for our students, from admission, testing, 
records and advising to the cashier’s of-
fi ce and our new, expanded bookstore,” 
said Dr. Robert R. Jones, Interim Campus 
President. The Student Services Building 
also has administrative offi ces and a com-
munity room on the second fl oor. Visitor 
parking to the building is available off the 
west entrance to the campus on Grand 
Lely Drive.

The Allen and Marla Weiss Health Sci-
ences Hall is nearing construction com-
pletion and is scheduled to open in early 
2012.

The Edison State College Collier Cam-
pus, 7007 Lely Cultural Parkway, is located 
off Collier Boulevard, three miles north of 
Tamiami Trail East. 

Celebrating nearly 50 years of excel-
lence, Edison State College is Southwest 
Florida’s largest, most accessible and most 
affordable institution of higher education. 
Proud to be tobacco-free, Edison State 
serves more than 26,000 students per year 
in fi ve counties and online.  For more infor-
mation please visit www.edison.edu.

 ESC Collier Campus’ Student
Services Building Opens

 Construction is starting this week on the 
Oil Well Road Safety Improvement Project 
that will widen the travel lanes and add 
paved shoulders on Oil Well Road between 
Everglades Boulevard and Oil Well Grade 
Road. Plans call for the two travel lanes (one 
eastbound and one westbound) to be wid-
ened from 10 feet wide to 12 feet wide, the 
addition of three-foot paved shoulders on the 
north side and fi ve-foot paved shoulders on 
the south side of the roadway, plus replacing 
the guardrails at the Faka Union Canal Bridge 
and at the box culvert (drainage structure) at 
the east end of the project limits. 

The county currently is widening Oil Well 
Road in two sections in a separate project, 
from two lanes to four lanes from Immoka-
lee Road to Everglades Boulevard, and from 
two lanes to six lanes from Oil Well Grade 
Road to just east of Ave Maria Boulevard.   
The upgrades to the middle section of Oil 
Well Road that are now starting are sched-
uled to be substantially complete in spring 
2012 with fi nal completion in summer 2012.  
The fi nal asphalt and pavement markings 
are being coordinated to be completed 
when the fi nal layer of asphalt and pave-
ment markings are scheduled for the other 

two segments of Oil Well Road previously 
under construction.  

Construction activities requiring lane clo-
sures are planned for daytime hours between 
8 a.m. and  4 p.m.  Traffi c will be reduced 
from two lanes to one lane only, in short seg-
ments, along the approximately three-mile 
project limits between Everglades Boulevard 
and Oil Well Grade Road over the next fi ve 
months to complete this needed improve-
ment project.  Additional lane closures will 
be required later when the fi nal asphalt and 
pavement markings are scheduled.  Drivers 
are urged to stay alert and use caution when 
traveling in construction zones. 

The project is within Commissioner Jim 
Coletta’s district, which is Commissioner 
District 5. “This safety improvement project 
is a great change for the better along with 
the added travel lanes on the other two sec-
tions of Oil Well Road,” said Commissioner 
Coletta. The county’s contractor is APAC.  
The Board of County Commissioners ap-
proved the approximately $1.7 million safety 
improvement project on Sept. 27. 

For more information, call the Collier 
County Growth Management Division at 
239-252-8192. 

Oil Well Road safety project begins



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Now Hiring
Are you a talented Barber 

seeking employment?
Contact Lorie 
239-634-9828

Murphy’s Beauty 
& Barber 

509 Main St, Immokalee

TEMP MECHANIC 

MECHANICAL SKILLS. 
Safely fabricate, install, 
inspect, maintain, trou-
bleshoot and repair con-
veyors, hydraulic 
systems, gear boxes, 
pumps, turbines, steel 
structures, chutes, pipe-
lines, valves, vessels, 
pressure vessels.

WELDER

WELDING SKILLS-PASS 
6G WELDING TEST. Uti-
lize miscellaneous metal 
working equipment and 
processes such as arc 
welding, oxygen/acety-
lene, MIG, TIG and 
plasma methods to per-
form welding functions. 
Email brief paragraph of 
experience to: 

 Jdooley@ussugar.com

or apply online at  
www.ussugar.com

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Employment
Full Time

Railroad Locomotive 
Mechanic/Electrical

*  Repair of locomotive 
mechanical, electrical, 
and associated equip-
ment to FRA standards. 
*  Have knowledge of 
and ability to repair rail 
cars and their associat-
ed equipment. 
*  Be prepared to help 
when called out for de-
railments and train 
breakdowns. 
*  Carry out inspections 
on Locomotives, railcars 
and equipment to FRA 
standards.
*  Diesel Locomotive OR 
Tugboat experience 
needed. 

United States Sugar 
Corporation is one of 
America’s largest diver-
sifi ed, privately held ag-
ribusiness fi rms. The 
company is headquar-
tered on the southern 
shore of Florida’s Lake 
Okeechobee. In addition 
to growing, milling and 
refi ning cane sugar, US 
Sugar owns a short line 
railroad and its South-
ern Gardens subsidiary 
is one of Florida’s fore-
most producers and 
processors of oranges 
and orange juice prod-
ucts. For Immediate 
consideration;

 Email: 
Jdooley@ussugar.com

Apply online at 
www.ussugar.com

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises. 

Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash. 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

Sanders Pines
2449 Sanders 
Pines Circle

$1200 Free Rent*
*1 year lease 

@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
2Br/1Ba, 3Br/1Ba 

Apartments
Starting at $500 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-
5:00PM
(TDD 

1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Apartments

Apartments

MIRA VERDE
MOVE IN SPECIAL, 1st MONTH 
FREE! $20.00 Application Fee

Lower Security Deposit
***With Approved Credit***

• 2 BEDROOMS AT $364.00 PER MONTH
• 3 BEDROOMS AT $411.00 PER MONTH
• 4 BEDROOMS AT $464.00 PER MONTH

           LOCATED AT:            CALL US AT:
   6760 Santa Fe North    (863)675-3339   
            LaBelle, FL

FREE GIFT FOR EVERY NEW RESIDENT!
Here’s the keys to your new home!

Aqui estan las llaves de su nueva casa!
REGALO PARA CADA RESIDENTE NUEVO

MIRA VERDE
ESPECIAL DE ENTRADA
PIMER MES GRATIS!!

$20.00 cargo de aplicacion
Deposito de Seguridad Bajos

***Con Credito Aprovado***

• 2 RECAMARRAS  A  $364.00 POR MES
• 3 RECAMARRAS  A  $411.00 POR MES
• 4 RECAMARRAS  A  $464.00 POR MES

    LOCALIZADOS EN:      LLAMENOS AL:
  6760 Santa FeNorth    (863)675-3339   
           LaBelle, FL

Apartments Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308

$99 MOVE IN
SPECIAL 

FOR FIRST
MONTH’S RENT

Available for
Immediate
Occupancy

3Br/2Ba Apartments
Handicap unit available

RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

TO QUALIFIED
APPLICANTS

Rental Rates start at 
$635 plus utilities

Income limits apply.
 Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-2009

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM -5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Timber Ridge
2726 Wilton Court

(Rental Offi ce:  2449 
Sanders Pines Circle)
$1200 Free Rent*

*1 year lease 
@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
3Br & 4Br /1Ba Single 

Family Homes
Starting at $700 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Reading a newspaper leads
you to the best products

and services.
No wonder newspaper

readers earn more money!
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Apartments

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

READING A
NEWSPAPER
HELPS YOU
UNDERSTAND
THE WORLD
AROUND YOU.



Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308

$99 MOVE IN
SPECIAL 

FOR FIRST
MONTH’S RENT

Available for
Immediate
Occupancy

3Br/2Ba Apartments
Handicap unit available

RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

TO QUALIFIED
APPLICANTS

Rental Rates start at 
$635 plus utilities

Income limits apply.
 Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-2009

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM -5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Mobile Home Sale

Case Rd- 3br/2ba dou-
blewide between La-
Belle and Immokalee. 
2.5 acres, very private. 
Will fi nance through our 
fi nance company with 
$5,000 down and your 
good credit 
863-673-4325

Like new 2br, 2bath 
doublewide on 1/2 acre 
lot between Immokalee 
and LaBelle. $54,900 
with $4,500 down. 
Owner fi nancing. Bad 
credit accepted  
863-673-4325 or 
863-675-8888

New doublewide for 
sale at $49,900. No 
money down on your 
lot. 863-675-8888 or 
863-228-5931

ROOFING

HOME SECURITY

AUCTION

BUSINESS &
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Reading a newspaper leads
you to the best products

and services.
No wonder newspaper

readers earn more money!
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Notice is hereby given that the Immoka-
lee CRA/EZDA Advisory Boards (will 
hold a public meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 21, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. at Southwest 
Florida Works conference room located 
at 750 South 5th Street, Immokalee, FL., 
34142.  

Notice is hereby given that two or more 
members of the Immokalee CRA/EZDA Ad-
visory Boards may attend public meetings 
during the month of December.

Christmas Around the World Gala: 
December 10, 2011 at the Immokalee Sports 
Complex, located at 505 Escambia Street, 
Immokalee, FL 34142, 5:00 P.M.

Eastern Collier Chamber of Com-
merce Board Meeting: December 14, 
2011 at the Chamber of Commerce Offi ce, 
720 North 15th St., Immokalee, FL  34142, 
8:30 A.M.

Immokalee Fire Control District: Decem-
ber 15, 2011 at the Fire Station, 502 East New 
Market Road, Immokalee, Fl, 7:00 P.M.

Immokalee Water & Sewer District 
Board of Directors: December 21, 2011 
at the Immokalee Water & Sewer District Of-
fi ce, 1020 Sanitation Road, Immokalee, FL  
34142, 3:30 P.M.  

Immokalee Community Taskforce 
Meeting: December 27, 2011 at the Collier 
County Health Department, 419 North First 
Street, Immokalee, FL 34142, 10:00 A.M.

Immokalee Beautifi cation MSTU Advi-
sory Committee:  No meeting scheduled in 
December.

In regard to the public meetings:
All interested parties are invited to attend, 

and to register to speak and to submit their 
objections, if any, in writing, to the board/
committee prior to the meeting if applicable.  
All registered public speakers will be limited 
to three minutes unless permission for addi-
tional time is granted by the chairman.

Collier County Ordinance No. 2004-05 
requires that all lobbyists shall, before en-
gaging in any lobbying activities (including, 
but not limited to, addressing the Board of 
County Commissioners, an advisory board 
or quasi-judicial board), register with the 
Clerk to the Board at the Board Minutes and 
Records Department.

If you are a person with a disability who 
needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, 
at no cost to you, to the provision of certain 
assistance.  Please contact the Collier Coun-
ty Facilities Management Department, lo-
cated at 3335 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 101, 
Naples, FL 34112-5356, (239) 252-8380, at 
least two days prior to the meeting. Assisted 
listening devices for the hearing impaired 
are available in the Board of County Com-
missioners Offi ce.

For more information, call Christie Betan-
court at (239) 867-4121.

In regard to the following public 
meetings:

All interested parties are invited to attend, 
and to register to speak and to submit their 
objections, if any, in writing, to the board/
committee prior to the meeting if applicable.  
All registered public speakers will be limited 
to three minutes unless permission for addi-
tional time is granted by the chairman.

Collier County Ordinance No. 2004-05 
requires that all lobbyists shall, before en-
gaging in any lobbying activities (including, 
but not limited to, addressing the Board of 

County Commissioners, an advisory board 
or quasi-judicial board), register with the 
Clerk to the Board at the Board Minutes and 
Records Department.

If you are a person with a disability who 
needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, 
at no cost to you, to the provision of certain 
assistance.  Please contact the Collier Coun-
ty Facilities Management Department, lo-
cated at 3335 Tamiami Trail East, Suite 101, 
Naples, FL  34112-5356, (239) 252-8380, at 
least two days prior to the meeting.  Assisted 
listening devices for the hearing impaired 
are available in the Board of County Com-
missioners Offi ce.

For more information, call Priscilla Doria 
at (239) 252-5312.

Collier County Affordable Housing 
Advisory Committee

Monday, Dec. 12, 3 p.m.
Notice is hereby given that the Collier 

County Affordable Housing Advisory Com-
mittee will meet Monday, December 12th, 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Board of County Com-
missioners chambers, located on the third 
fl oor of the Collier County Government Cen-
ter, 3299 Tamiami Trail E., Naples, Florida 
34112-5746. 

Collier County Contractors Licens-
ing Board 

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 9 a.m.
Notice is hereby given that the Collier 

County Contractors Licensing Board will 
meet Wednesday, December 21, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Board of County Commissioners 
chambers, third fl oor, Collier County Gov-
ernment Center, 3299 Tamiami Trail East, 
Naples.

Collier County Finance Committee
Friday, Dec. 16, 10 a.m.
Notice is hereby given that the Collier 

County Finance Committee will meet Friday, 
December 16, at 10:00 a.m. in the County 
Manager’s Front Conference Room, second 
fl oor, Collier County Government Center, 
3299 Tamiami Trail East, Naples.

Sun-N-Fun opens for Collier County 
Schools Winter Break 

Sun-N-Fun Lagoon Water Park will open 
for Winter Break from Thursday, Decem-
ber 22 through Wednesday, January 4 from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day.  Sun-N-Fun 
Lagoon will be closed Christmas Day.

Relax right in your own back yard at Sun-
N-Fun Lagoon’s family friendly attractions.  
Plus, Collier County residents with a driver’s 
license showing a Collier County address re-
ceive a discount of $2 on entries for those 48 
inches or taller!

The park is offering a special discount this 
year to Collier County residents with a Flori-
da Driver’s License.  With a Florida Driver’s 
License showing a Collier County address, 
you and your party will receive $2 off any 48 
inch or taller entry, normally $12.  Children 
three and under enter free and those shorter 
than 48 inches are just $5.50.  

Add sales tax to all fees listed above.
Group rates, seasonal passes and party 

packages are also available.  Call (239) 252-
4073.  

For more information about Sun-N-Fun 
Lagoon or other public pool facilities, please 
visit the Parks and Recreation Department 
online at www.napleswaterpark.com.  or 
call Sun-N-Fun Lagoon at (239) 252-4021.

Public Meetings
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 IMMOKALEE – Thanksgiving is a time for 
families and friends to share a meal, remi-
nisce and watch football. This year basket-
ball was added to the weekend list of things 
to do as locals gathered to watch the charity 
game. The Turkey Hoops basketball game 
hosted by the Greater Immokalee Front 
Porch kicked off Saturday, November 26, at 
the “Gym” (Sports Complex) with opening 
prayer by Ms. Mintzy Berry followed by I.H.S. 
student Ebony Townsend, who enthused the 
crowd with singing the National Anthem.   

The lineup included Tremaine Dale, Jer-
nell Hughes, Devid Pierre, Miah Warren, De-
mandre Fuller, Benito Colaazo, Johnny Ver-
een, Joshua Washington and many others. A 
surprising appearance by female hoopster, 
Ernisha Freeman, showed her prowess on 
the court.  Shay Fryson-Simon maintained 
the scoreboard while Reggie Howard fi lled 

the gym with sultry sounds. James Hall and 
Louis Hall referred with backup from Wil-
son Riley.  

As quoted by Henry Ford, “Coming to-
gether is a beginning; keeping together is 
progress; working together is success.” This 
sums up the evening with family, friends 
and locals that joined together for a suc-
cessful event said, volunteer player Devid 
Pierre. The energies that fi lled the gym were 
very exciting as the crowd cheered on the 
three-shooters, free throws and most of all, 
the teamwork. Future games should be pro-
posed as this is a great way to get us guys 
and gals together for a fun-fi lled event said, 
Devid.  

A hearty thank you to the attendees, vol-
unteers, Front Porch Board and Community 
Circle Group members and staff of Parks 
and Recreation for your support.  

Turkey Hoops Basketball a 
Thanksgiving success

Submitted photos/Mintzy Berry
Ebony Townsend, Louis Hall and Shay Fryson-Simon.

Fun 
on the 
Court

Submitted photos/
Mintzy Berry

Cheerleader, three-
year-old Breyanna 
Howard.

Submitted photos/Mintzy Berry
Devid Pierre, Miah Warren, Demandre Fuller and Benito Colaazo.

Submitted photos/Mintzy Berry
Ernish Freeman on the court.
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