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0% IS BACK!!!!
BUY A NEW 2011 F150 AND GET 0% APR FINANCING THROUGH FORD CREDIT FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS.*

*With approved credit. Some buyers will not qualify for 0% APR financing. Images are for illustration purposes only. Offer ends 01/03/12.

NO DEALER FEE!!
NO DEALER FEE!!

A local Immokalee resident 
got an unwelcome surprise on 
Thursday morning, Nov. 10, when 
he went home to fi nd three teens 
burglarizing his home. The hom-
eowner said he came home from 
work and opened his garage door. 
He heard noises coming from 
inside the house. After looking 
around the corner of the house, he 
saw two people, one male and one 
female coming out of a bedroom 
window.

Collier County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce deputy Corporal Shawn Foley 
stated in his report that the hom-
eowner said that the male suspect 
was carrying a bag that belonged 
to him and that he chased the two 
suspects who were on foot in his 
vehicle, following them around the 
rear of several other homes. 

“I got into my car where they 

were walking I saw a black Dodge 
Charger picking them up and I 
got in front of the car with my car. 
Then I chased them (while on the 
phone with 911) down Lake Traf-
ford Road then they turn onto Car-
son Road traveling south,” he said.

“I saw a cop coming to-
wards us he made a U-turn and 
stopped the car. I told the depu-
ties they had broken into my 
house,” stated the homeowner.

Deputy Foley reports that he was 
responding to the address re-
ported in a burglary in progress, 
Collier County Dispatch gave the 
description of the vehicle to be 
a black Dodge Charger with sus-
pects inside. Cpl. Foley was trav-
eling south on Carson road when 
he spotted two male suspects in 
the Charger and a female who 
was sitting in the rear driver side 
seat. The deputy turned around 
on the vehicle getting behind it to 
call in the license plate number 
and found that it had been altered 
to conceal one of the characters. 
After a short pursuit, the suspect 
vehicle was stopped at Carson 
Road and Dimar Lane where all 
three suspects were removed from 
the suspect vehicle and secured in 
separate vehicles.

Local resident thwarts home burglary

Courtesy photo
Collier County Sheriff’s Offi ce Deputies head off three sus-
pects who had reportedly burglarized a local home. The ho-
meowner came home to fi nd the burglary in progress. In the 
photo above, the driver of the suspect getaway vehicle, Daniel 
Lee Garcia, 19 is being arrested after exiting the vehicle.

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Immokalee Front Porch group volunteers, Director-Liaison 
Vicki Carr (right) and volunteer, Mintzy Berry Lee have been 
working together towards making a better community. Both 
are involved in bringing programs that benefi t local residents 
young and old.

Front Porch, lifeline 
to the community
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at NFL game
...Page 5

See BURGLARY — Page 2

By Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

It’s hard to think of a segment 
of the Immokalee population that 
the Front Porch group does not 
respond to. These volunteers have 
something to offer everyone, from 
the elderly to youth.

Front Porch Director-Liaison 
Vickie Carr has been a volunteer 
with the program since 2006, al-
though she said she does get a 
small stipend for some projects. 
Volunteer Mintzy Berry Lee has 
been with the program since 
2010. Both women have a hard 
time containing their enthusiasm 
for the program.

Vickie Car is currently involved 
in an African American elderly 

needs assessment that includes 
recapturing the limitless history 
and knowledge of Immokalee 
locked away in their memories. 
She is looking for documentation 
on Immokalee’s black heritage, 
capturing it in pictures, video and 
personal remembrances. Old pho-
tos and stories refl ecting the his-
tory and values of the black com-
munity are welcome. She plans 
on using these as teaching tools 
in Immokalee’s schools, helping 
to pass this heritage on to the next 
generation.

Part of the Front Porch’s mis-
sion is to help foster family values 
to kids in the community, which 

See PORCH — Page 2

Ozbel Cantu Daniel Lee
Garcia
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fi ts right in with this heritage project.
Vicki said recently that she has some 75 

interviews completed, most 15-30 minutes 
long. The project still needs a logo, a pho-
tographer and a writer to pull it all together. 
Copies of the 60-90 minute video, which is 
expected to be complete in August 2012, 
will also be for sale.

Often times the simple access to infor-
mation can make a dramatic difference in 
people’s lives. The Front Porch’s main goal 
is to inform the community on ways to help 
themselves and be independent, young or 
old. Times are tough for families, so where 
can a family go to get help with house re-
pairs or medical equipment? Where can you 
get eye glasses fi xed locally? Well, you can 
start with the folks at Front Porch.

For youth, summer jobs can be a gate-
way to their future, providing hands-on ex-
perience of lifelong importance.

Last year one Immokalee High School stu-
dent worked at the chamber offi ce through 
Front Porch, soaking up the business atmo-
sphere and learning basics on how to con-
duct yourself in a business environment.

Front Porch demystifi es some of the ba-
sics of entering the work force: making out 
resumes, helping youngsters understand the 
need for business dress and instilling in them 
the foundation of customer service. Improv-
ing self confi dence is, of course, at the root 
of all these lessons.

Experiences like a summer job can bol-
ster self esteem and foster the idea that an 
individual student can carve out a future for 
themselves, regardless of where they come 
from. 

“If you think you can’t, you don’t” Mintzy 
observes. That’s why she and the others 
at Front Porch work so hard to show kids 
that they can make their way in a competi-
tive world; they can learn what they need 
to know to excel in the world and in their 
private lives.

Take one withdrawn, shy student and 
help him or her improve their personality, 

show them that a smile and a good attitude 
can be just as important in their lives as a 
diploma, and you can bring to light the ea-
ger-to-learn young person underneath, she 
reasons.  

One young man Front Porch reached out 
to now speaks to younger kids, motivating 
them as he was by the folks from the proj-
ect.

Mintzy believes it’s important for young 
people to learn of other cultures, see the 
world. She always encourages young peo-
ple to get out in the world that’s “out there 
waiting for you.”

The elderly are an inspiration, she says, 
to those coming up - a resource not to be 
dismissed.

The Community Circle group meets at 
The House of Prayer, 401 S. Second St. the 
last Thursday of the month at 6 p.m.

According to Vicki, “There’s a lot in-
volved” in Front Porch. “It’s rewarding and 
enjoyable, and helps people feel their self 
worth.”

Front Porch is looking for two board 
members to round out the fi ve-member 
board. 

The group can always use a little help 
in the offi ce, which is open Monday-Friday 
from 2-5 p.m. Volunteers are always wel-
come

The Front Porch project came into being 
in 2002 under Gov. Jeb Bush.

The Front Porch project includes the area 
from S. Main Street to Arden Ave. and an-
other section around 9th Street and Main.

Vicki said it concentrates on blighted 
areas and slums. She added that not much 
has changed in many Immokalee neighbor-
hoods, except First Street and Main Street 
medians. She said a grant replaced the roof 
at Immokalee Apartments and added impact 
windows. Some landscaping has been ac-
complished through a Collier County Com-
munity Block Grant.

If you would like to volunteer for the 
Front Porch project or make a donation, 
please call 658-1300. The Front Porch offi ce 
is located at the Collier County Health De-
partment across from the David Lawrence 
Center.

PORCH
Continued From Page 1

Don’t miss Immokalee High School Indians Football action!
Class 5A District 12 Champs, Immokalee High School Indians take on Lehigh High 

School tomorrow night at 7:30 p.m. The Indians get home fi eld advantage after a victory 
over Golden Golden Gate on Nov. 5. Admission is $8. If you are parking at the fi eld, it will be 
$5 and parking at the school is $2. Don’t miss any of the action!! Go Indians!

The suspects, Ozbel Cantu, 18, of the 
1500 block of Edward Avenue, and Daniel 
Garcia, 19, of the 300 block 
of West Bouganivillea Road, 
were arrested Thursday 
by Collier deputies on Car-
son Road at the 1200 block 
of Adams Court. The two 
male suspects were taken to 
Immokalee Jail Center. Both 
were charged with two felo-
nies including burglary of an 
unoccupied dwelling and 
grand theft - $10-$20,000. 
Bond for suspect Cantu was 
set at $5,000 and $15,000 
was the bond set for Daniel 
Lee Garcia. 

A 16-year-old girl also ar-
rested, Carolyn Cortez. She 
was taken to Juvenile Deten-
tion and charged with three 
felony charges including 
burglary of an unoccupied 
dwelling, grand theft $10-
$20,000 and burglary while 
armed after Crime Scene in-
vestigators recovered a large 
beretta folding knife in her 
bag that had been left in the 
victim’s home. 

After the suspects were 
arrested, the homeowner 
returned to his home after 
making a statement to the 
arresting offi cers. 

Crime scene investigators 
were at the home when the 
homeowner returned to fi nd 
that his home had been ran-
sacked during the burglary 
and that he had returned 
home just in time before 
other items already gathered 
up were carried out of the 

house.
Belongings that were identifi ed and re-

turned to the homeowner included camera 
equipment; jewelry items identifi ed by the 
victim’s wife as hers, electronics, CDs and 
even shoes.

“Crime does not pay,” the homeowner 
said, “You will get caught.”

BURGLARY
Continued From Page 1

The Rotary Club of Immokalee will be hosting a “Night With the Stars” on Friday, 
Nov. 18, from 7-10 p.m., at Lake Trafford. Come join us for a FREE presentation of our 
amazing galaxy, and view the planets through the telescopes of the Southwest Florida 
Astronomy Association’s members at Lake Trafford.

Rotary to host ‘Night With the Stars’ event

Courtesy photo
Carolyn Cortez, 16 is escorted to an awaiting Sher-
iff’s Deputy patrol car after being apprehended along 
with two male suspects. The three were arrested after 
a high speed chase by the homeowner after coming 
home unexpectedly to fi nd them exiting his home.



By Rick Heers
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

An estimated crowd of over 1,000 came 
out Saturday morning at First Baptist Church 
of Immokalee to pay fi nal respects and cel-
ebrate the life of Franck LeGrand, known 
affectionately by his family and friends as 
“99”. Besides brothers and sisters, Franck is 
survived by his wife of over 35 years, Rosi-
ca, and sons, Beau (Beauty Smith), Roney 
(Franck, Jr.), and daughters, Rosica and 
Francesca and several grandchildren.

Franck was very well known in the com-
munity and area for his grocery store on First 
Avenue South that specializes in Caribbean 
foods and commodities. His love for his fam-
ily, friends and Jesus Christ were clearly evi-
dent at the funeral. 

A bit of humor was inserted into the cer-
emony by giving two possible explanations 
as to where he picked up the nickname 
“99”-one being that he told his daughter 
when she was very young that it took him 
99 days and nights to swim from Haiti, and 

the other that every score on his school tests 
was 99 ¾%.

The family is working on a plan to con-
tinue to keep the store open to serve the 
people of Immokalee.

TTHANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY  DEADLINES

As  another  Thanksgiv ing  season
approaches,  the  staff  of  this  paper
would  like  to  wish  you  and  your  family
all  the  trimmings  of  a  bountiful  holiday,
complete  with  our  best  wishes  and
gratitude.

We  would  also  like  toWe  would  also  like  to
remind  you  that  ourremind  you  that  our
newspaper  office  willnewspaper  office  will

be  closed  onbe  closed  on
Thursday,  November  24Thursday,  November  24

and  that  our  paperand  that  our  paper
will  be  on  the  streetwill  be  on  the  street

Wednesday,  November  23.Wednesday,  November  23.

In  order  to  do  this  we  haveIn  order  to  do  this  we  have
to  move  up  our  deadlines:to  move  up  our  deadlines:

Display  advertising  is  due  byDisplay  advertising  is  due  by
5  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  175  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  17

Class  liner,  class  display  andClass  liner,  class  display  and
legal  ads  are  due  by  noonlegal  ads  are  due  by  noon

Friday,  November  18Friday,  November  18

Obituaries  will  be  taken  upObituaries  will  be  taken  up
to  2  p.m.  onto  2  p.m.  on

Monday,  November  21Monday,  November  21

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Immokalee Bulletin newspaper by 

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s only $26 annually  (50 cents a

week).  Each week you’ll receive an
email with a live link to the latest
issue.  This will allow you to read

the entire newspaper online --- even
when you’re traveling.  

Please call 1-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

WED & SAT FROM 8AM TO 10AM
IMMOKALEE ANIMAL CLINIC

1400 Roberts Ave, Immokalee • 239-657-2266
WED & SAT FROM 10:30AM TO NOON
CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC

at the Tractor Supply Store • Clewiston • 863-675-2441
WED 2PM TO 4PM

3 Year Rabies $10 • Parvo/Distemper $12
Half price laser spay & neuter w/full puppy & kitten shots

Half price boarding - Cash Only

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treat-
ment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement
for the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOW COST
VACCINATION CLINICS
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Jack W. Johnson Sr.
IMMOKALEE — Jack W. Johnson Sr., born 

Nov. 21, 1923, in rural Randolph country North
Carolina, passed away Nov. 9, 2011.

He was the youngest of seven children born to 
Herman and Stella Lowe Johnson. At the urging 
of a fellow serviceman, Jack moved to Florida in 
search of work following his service in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. While working as an 
ironworker in Miami, Jack met and married Au-
drey, his wife of 56 years.

In the fall of 1961, Jack moved his family to 
Immokalee where he would become a local 
legend in the farming community. He was a 
well respected man known for his strong work 
ethic, intense dedication and his ability to fi x al-
most anything. Jack had a lifelong love of the 
outdoors, hunting, motorcycles and stock car 
racing.

Jack was preceded in death by all of his sib-
lings; his wife, Audrey; and his life long friend, 
employer and business partner Johnny.

He is survived by one, Jack and his wife Ann; 
one granddaughter, Carissa Burdette and her 
husband Dan and their daughter Amaryn; one 
grandson, Clint Johnson and his wife Myra and 
their son Josiah; numerous nieces and nephews 
and a large number of people forever changed 
by his life and work.

A memorial service was held Sunday after-
noon, Nov. 13, at 2 p.m. at the First Baptist 
Church in Immokalee.

Memorials may be made to Avow Hospice of 
Naples.

Care was entrusted to Brister Funeral Home, 
Immokalee.

Sign the online guest book at Bristerfuneral-
home.com.

Obituaries
Christmas Around the World

If further information is needed, Christ-
mas Around the World Parade and Gala 
Event

Entertainment Application for Dec. 10, 
after the parade, our Christmas commit-
tee would like the participation of all of our 
adults and students in the community to 
take part in our Christmas Entertainment. 
Please contact the Eastern Collier Chamber 
of Commerce at 239-657-3237 (Myriam) and 
Ms. Cherryle Thomas at 239-657-0080 for an 
application to be part of the Entertainment 
program. We will be featuring several con-
tests for everyone to enjoy including: “Can 
You Dance Contest’ with a cash prize to 
the winner. Only Singles or Partners…NO 
Groups please.

Dances are: Salsa - Polka - Cuban Shuf-
fl e - The Twist - Do The Dog - The Mashed 
Potato - The Swing - The Tootsie Roll - The 
James Brown-The Cha-Cha - The Boogie; 
and any other dance routine from the 50’s 

until now!

We are offering a 20 minute Marathon for 

couples only to do the “Jitterbug Dance.”

Can you last for 20 minutes (We need 

our Adults to show us how it was done in 

“olden” years).

Recycled Costume Fashion Show” with a 

cash prize to the winner...Go for the Gusto in 

Fashion. All recycled Costumes must fi t this 

year’s theme: “Going Greener for our Envi-

ronment.”

The most “Beautiful Christmas Dressed 

Baby Contest” with designer certifi cates for 

all the winners. All outfi ts must display col-

ors of red, green, gold and white from ages 

6 months to 18 months.

All participants must furnish their own 

music, to dance or sing by...CD, Disc or Cas-

sette, etc.

Cherryle Thomas

Event chair

Letters to the Editor

Community says goodbye to 
long time Immokalee storekeeper

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers
Hundreds fl ocked to the First Baptist Church recently to pay their respects to 
local storekeeper Franch LeGrand. Mr. LeGrand was well known in the area for 
his small family-owned grocery store and also for his humor and kind demeanor 
to his customers in the community.

Weather forecast for Collier County from 
the National Weather Service

Local Forecast
Thursday: A 10 percent chance of show-

ers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 85. Calm 
wind becoming southeast around 6 mph. 

Thursday night: A 10 percent chance 
of showers. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
65. Northeast wind between 3 and 5 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Friday: A 20 percent chance of showers. 

Mostly sunny, with a high near 83. Northeast 
wind between 5 and 13 mph. 

Friday night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 64. East wind between 7 and 9 
mph. 

Saturday: A 20 percent chance of show-
ers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. 

Saturday night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 64. 

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of show-
ers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. 

Sunday night: Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 63. 

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
84. 

Local Forecast

Women’s Network
Luncheon date set

Come to the December Women’s Net-
work Luncheon at Roberts Ranch, 1215 
Roberts Ranch Ave., Immokalee on Dec. 8. 
The luncheon is free of charge but you must 
RSVP. 
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Teacher 
evaluations are 
about to change
By Joe Landon
Collier County District 
Schools

You may have heard about 
a new teacher evaluation sys-
tem that’s in the works. While our teachers 
and school administrators are getting ready 
for it, we thought that you’d be interested 
in learning more. We sat down with Deb-
bie Terry, the school district’s Executive 
Director of Human Resources, to have her 
tell you about the Collier Teacher Evalua-
tion Model or CTEM, as it’s being called. 
Here’s the Q & A 

What is CTEM?
“It’s the teacher evaluation model we 

began creating this past summer, working 
very closely with the teacher’s union in do-
ing so. All instructional staff will be evaluat-
ed this year using CTEM. Right now we are 
in a “hold harmless” period with everyone 
learning and practicing as they are observ-
ing and being observed. As of the begin-
ning of the second semester, Jan. 17, the 
‘real’ evaluation period begins.” 

So, why a new teacher evaluation mod-
el in the fi rst place?

“The State of Florida (Senate Bill 736 
and Race to the Top) is mandating that all 
districts create an evaluation model with 
instructional practice and student achieve-
ment built in. We did just that.”

How will teachers who are being ob-
served receive feedback following the ob-
servation?

“We are fortunate that our Superinten-
dent, Dr. Kamela Patton, recommended 
that the School Board purchase an elec-
tronic tool called iObservation. Our school 
administrators will use it when they go into 
a classroom to do an observation. Each 

teacher will then receive an e-
mail telling them that their feed-
back is ready. The teacher will 
be able to go to the website, 
log in, and be able to see the 
feedback from their individual 
classroom observation. There 
will then be an opportunity to 
discuss the observation.” 

What will the evaluator be 
observing?

“The short answer is each teacher’s 
classroom strategies and behaviors based 
on the ‘Marzano Art and Science of Teach-
ing Framework Learning Map.’ Some 60 
actual behaviors or elements are covered. 
This includes things like communicating 
learning goals, tracking student progress, 
and celebrating success. What a teacher 
does to engage students, and what a teach-
er does to communicate high expectations 
of all students, will also be observed. How 
a teacher plans and prepares for lessons, 
for the use of technology, and for the 
needs of students with special needs will 
be looked at. Finally, each teacher’s pro-
fessional growth plan and each teacher’s 
relationship with colleagues are among the 
many areas being evaluated.”

There must be a considerable amount 
of training that goes along with this?

“We are doing a lot of training, both 
in house and with experts coming from 
the outside. There are monthly webcasts 
for school administrators and they then 
pass the information along to their teach-
ers. Each group principal meeting features 
training focused on our evaluation model 
and the research behind it.”

And ultimately, the big goal of this new 
system is?

“To increase student achievement and 
to help teachers improve their classroom 
practices.”

And that’s why all of us working in a 
school or at the district offi ce do what we 
do in the fi rst place!

Students First

Registration for Spring 2012 classes at 
Edison State College opened to the general 
public on Nov. 15.

Edison State College offi cials encour-
age anyone interested in taking classes this 
spring to register as soon as possible be-
cause classes fi ll up quickly.

In the past three years enrollment at 
Edison State College has grown more than 
50 percent, bringing total student enroll-
ment to more than 25,000. ESC has been 
the fastest growing state college in Florida 
for the past two years.  

There are three Spring terms offered: 
· Full Spring Semester classes begin 

January 9, 2012
· Spring A Semester classes begin Janu-

ary 9, 2012
· Spring B Semester classes begin March 

14, 2012
Registration runs from Nov. 15 through 

January 9 for classes beginning Jan. 9. Reg-

istration runs from Nov. 15 through March 

14 for classes beginning March 14.

For more information about registering 

for classes please visit www.edison.edu/

future.

To request more information about 

classes at Edison State College, visit www.

edison.edu/requestinfo.

For media inquiries contact Francesca 

Donlan 239-433-6917 or email at fdonlan@

edison.edu

Celebrating nearly 50 years of excel-

lence, Edison State College is Southwest 

Florida’s largest, most accessible and most 

affordable institution of higher education. 

Proud to be tobacco-free, Edison State 

serves more than 25,000 students per year 

in fi ve counties and online. For more infor-

mation please visit www.edison.edu.

Spring registration opens at 
Edison State College campuses

Collier County’s Walk Safely to School 
Day is scheduled for this Friday, Nov. 18. 
Walk Safely to School Day emphasizes 
safety and health by encouraging children 
to walk or bike to school, promoting safety 
in numbers with the “Walking School Bus,” 
and teaching young children how to cross 
streets safely and practice other safe walking 
conditions.

Six Collier County elementary schools 
have been chosen as “featured” schools for 
this year’s Walk Safely to School Day – Gold-
en Gate, Golden Terrace, Poinciana, Park-
side, Eden Park and Village Oaks elementary 
schools. Featured schools will have a “Walk-
ing School Bus” – children, parents, volun-
teers and school staff will meet at a desig-
nated area and walk together to school – as 
well as community service demonstrations 
and character visits. Participating charac-
ters include HelMutt the Bicycle Safety Dog, 
Vince and Larry Crash Dummies, Cycler 
the Robot, Smokey the Bear, the Southwest 
Florida Waste Management Manatee and 
McGruff the Safety Dog.

Golden Gate Elementary School is further 
adding to the day by also holding their Sci-
ence and Sweets family event, with a focus 

on healthy lifestyles. Activities will include 

a heart rate station, a mini Zumba class, an 

obstacle course, and more! 

Walking and biking students will receive a 

book bag, thanks to the Florida Department 

of Transportation, fi lled with safety literature 

and safety gadgets from PedBike Resource 

Center. Law enforcement will accompany 

each “Walking School Bus,” to help alert 

drivers of this activity.

Collier County’s Walk Safely to School 

Day is organized by the Community Traffi c 

Safety Team, in collaboration with the Safe 

Kids Coalitions, the Collier County Health 

Department, Naples Pathways, Waste Man-

agement and Collier County Public Schools. 

Other participating agencies include, Collier 

County Growth Management Division, Flor-

ida High Patrol, the Collier County Sheriff ’s 

Offi ce, and Fire and Forestry Departments.

Parents are encouraged to walk to school 

with their child and participate in Walk Safely 

to School Day activities. To learn more or to 

fi nd out if your child’s school is participating, 

please contact the school directly.

Schools observe ‘Walk 
Safely To School Day’



Immokalee High School (IHS) senior 

Mariela Vega, who received a Sun Life Rising 

Star Scholarship in September, will take part 

in a special awards presentation at the Mi-

ami Dolphins vs. Buffalo Bills football game 

this Sunday, Nov. 20. 

The presentation is scheduled to take 

place on the fi eld prior to the 1 p.m. game 

kick-off. Board Members and staff from the 

Guadalupe Center will join Mariela on the 

fi eld, as well.

The Miami Dolphins Foundation sur-

prised Mariela with a $5,000 Sun Life Rising 

Star scholarship this past September. Only 

four students were chosen in the South Flor-

ida region. 

The Guadalupe Center, based in Immoka-

lee, also received a $50,000 grant through 

this program, which seeks to promote fi nan-

cial literacy as a means to achieve long-term 

fi nancial wellness and stability.

Tickets to the game are available for pur-

chase from the Guadalupe Center, which 

will receive a donation from the Miami Dol-

phins for every ticket sold. 

To learn more or to purchase a ticket, 

please contact Jennifer Weimer at the Gua-

dalupe Center at 239-657-7126 or via email 

at jweimer@guadalupecenter.org.

IHS student to be honored at Miami Dolphins game 
5Immokalee BulletinNovember 17, 2011

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
In the back row from left: Sun Life Financial Senior Philanthropy Program Man-
ager Kaitlin Jaquez, Jeanette Sparano (wife of Dolphin Head Coach Tony Spara-
no, Mariela Vega and Miami Dolphin Foundation Vice President Nat Moore. Front 
row: two Miami Dolphin cheerleaders helped keep up the excitement level.

Immokalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
At the Sept. 21 presentation, a $50,000 
grant to the Guadalupe Center and 
$5,000 scholarship to IHS senior Mari-
ela Vega was made. At the top and also 
in the center of the bottom photo is 
Mariela, smiling and taking in all that 
was happening during the presenta-
tion.

An exciting event is com-
ing to Immokalee this week. 
Immokalee Technical Center 
(iTECH) will hold a gradua-
tion and pinning ceremony 
for the third Practical Nursing 
class to have started and com-
pleted their entire nursing pro-
gram at the school. A total of 
19 graduate practical nurses will take part 
in the commencement ceremony begin-
ning at 6 p.m., this evening, Thursday, Nov. 
17, in the iTECH conference center located 
at 508 North 9th Street, in Immokalee.

The students began their journey at 
iTECH on Sept. 6, 2010. Their 1,350 hours 
of post-secondary education has included 
studying pharmacology, nutrition, mental 
health, anatomy and physiology, and the 
nursing care of children and adults. In ad-
dition to iTECH, the graduate nurses have 
learned at numerous hospitals and health 
clinics throughout Southwest Florida.

The iTECH Practical Nursing program 
focuses on producing an outstanding prac-
tical nurse who is ready to take and pass 
the NCLEX-PN (Nursing Council Licen-
sure exam – Practical Nurse, and to func-

tion well in a broad 
variety of nursing 
settings caring for 
adults, children and 
the elderly.  Over 
50% of the program 
is clinical.

The graduates 
are grateful to local 

funding agencies and contributors for their 
support.

After celebrating this Thursday, the 
graduates will work on becoming licensed 
practical nurses which is accomplished by 
successfully passing the National Council 
Licensure Examination (NCLEX-PN). The 
19 practical nurse graduates are:

Velora Bishop, Candice Brown, Marinela 
Campos, Jessica Caseres, Robert Charles, 
Beatriz Concepcion, Reyna Escobedo, 
Amber Flint, Joaquina Ochoa, Anquiette 
Goree, Phillip Holda, Angela Martinez, Sta-
toka Mays, Joel Murray, Adalberto Pereira, 
Senise Petit Bien, Marie Polydor, Modeline 
Celestin Rene, Jania Thompson. To learn 
more, please call iTECH’s Director of 
Health Science, Johnna Dettis at 239-377-
4531.

iTECH nursing grads 
to be ‘pinned’ tonight



TTHANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY  DEADLINES

As  another  Thanksgiv ing  season
approaches,  the  staff  of  this  paper
would  like  to  wish  you  and  your  family
all  the  trimmings  of  a  bountiful  holiday,
complete  with  our  best  wishes  and
gratitude.

We  would  also  like  toWe  would  also  like  to
remind  you  that  ourremind  you  that  our
newspaper  office  willnewspaper  office  will

be  closed  onbe  closed  on
Thursday,  November  24Thursday,  November  24

and  that  our  paperand  that  our  paper
will  be  on  the  streetwill  be  on  the  street

Wednesday,  November  23.Wednesday,  November  23.

In  order  to  do  this  we  haveIn  order  to  do  this  we  have
to  move  up  our  deadlines:to  move  up  our  deadlines:

Display  advertising  is  due  byDisplay  advertising  is  due  by
5  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  175  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  17

Class  liner,  class  display  andClass  liner,  class  display  and
legal  ads  are  due  by  noonlegal  ads  are  due  by  noon

Friday,  November  18Friday,  November  18

Obituaries  will  be  taken  upObituaries  will  be  taken  up
to  2  p.m.  onto  2  p.m.  on

Monday,  November  21Monday,  November  21

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com
NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Special Notice Employment
Full Time

FARM MECHANIC
 
Experienced farm mechanic needed for a local citrus 
and sod farm. Applicants should have 4 yrs experi-
ence working with diesel & gasoline units, be able to 
trouble shoot systems, work on late model Ford 
trucks, HS diploma (or equivalent), have dependable 
transportation, drivers license, and own tools. CDL 
with hazardous materials endorsement a plus. This is 
an hourly position paid weekly, year round, 5-6 days 
per week during the season and 5 days per week 
otherwise. Competitive wage and benefi ts package 
including discretionary bonus, insurance, vacations, 
holidays, sick days, retirement, and matching 401-k 
plan. If interested call (863)-673-0363 or you can 
email a letter/resume to: HRBG@duda.com.  
M/F/H/D/V. EOE.

TEACHER 
Min. Requirements 
H/S diploma, CDA/ 
45 hours. Experience 
working with children 
preferred. F/T and 
Temp position, M-F.

Please fax your 
resume to 

(239)657 7136 
or e-mail it to 

atorres@
 guadalupecenter.net. 
For more information 
call (239)657-7131

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Join all the people who
say, “I sold it in the
classifieds.”

Employment
Full Time

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises. 

Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash. 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

Timber Ridge
2726 Wilton Court

(Rental Offi ce:  2449 
Sanders Pines Circle)
$1200 Free Rent*

*1 year lease 
@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
3Br & 4Br /1Ba Single 

Family Homes
Starting at $700 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Apartments

Sanders Pines
2449 Sanders 
Pines Circle

$1200 Free Rent*
*1 year lease 

@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
2Br/1Ba, 3Br/1Ba 

Apartments
Starting at $500 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Get a quick response to
any item you may be sell-
ing with a classified ad.

Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308

$99 MOVE IN
SPECIAL 

FOR FIRST
MONTH’S RENT

Available for
Immediate
Occupancy

3Br/2Ba Apartments
Handicap unit available

RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

TO QUALIFIED
APPLICANTS

Rental Rates start at 
$635 plus utilities

Income limits apply.
 Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-2009

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM -5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

Love the earth Recycle
your used items by
selling them in the
classifieds.

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

How fast can your car
go? It can go even
faster when you sell
it in the classifieds.

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?
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Special Notice

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com
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For many years, Edison State College has 
presented a series of concerts to the general 
public for free. It’s that time again. 

“It’s an opportunity to enjoy an after-
noon concert of outstanding music,” said 
Dr. Thomas Smith, musical director. “It’s a 
chance for our musicians to showcase their 
talent, give back to the community and have 
a lot of fun.”

Sunday, Nov. 20
Edison State College Jazz Ensemble
This afternoon concert features many of 

the fi nest jazz musicians and vocalists in the 
region performing new and traditional selec-

tions from big band era jazz. The program 
includes Maynard Ferguson’s, “Cruisin’ for a 
Bluesin,” Tadd Dameron’s, “Ladybird,” Os-
car Hammerstein’s, “All the Things You Are,” 
and Oliver Nelson’s, “Stolen Moments.” 

Edison State College Jazz Ensemble 
Nov. 20, at 3 p.m.
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall, 

8099 College Parkway, Fort Myers
Joyce Van Deusen at 489-9332.
Free admission
Monday, Dec. 5
Edison State College Symphony Orches-

tra and Edison State College Chorale Com-
bined Concert. 

The Edison State College Chorale will 
be joined onstage by the Riverdale High 
School Chorus, as they perform excerpts 
from “Messiah.” Included on the program 

will be the “Hallelujah Chorus,” “Comfort 
Ye My People,” and “Every Valley Shall Be 
Exalted,” along with many more selections 
from George Friedrich Handel. 

In addition, the Edison Symphony Or-
chestra will perform the Overture from Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach’s Orchestral Suite No. 
2 in B minor, BWV 1067, for string orchestra 
and fl ute; and one of Franz Joseph Haydn’s 
most famous “London” symphonies: “The 
Clock,” Symphony No. 101.

The Edison State College Chorale and the 
Riverdale High School Chorus on Dec. 5, at 
7:30 p.m., at the Barbara B. Mann Perform-
ing Arts Hall, 8099 College Parkway, Fort My-
ers. Info: Joyce Van Deusen at 489-9332.

Cost: Free admission.

Edison State College hosts series of free concertsApartments

MIRA VERDE
MOVE IN SPECIAL, 1st MONTH 
FREE! $20.00 Application Fee

Lower Security Deposit
***With Approved Credit***

• 2 BEDROOMS AT $364.00 PER MONTH
• 3 BEDROOMS AT $411.00 PER MONTH
• 4 BEDROOMS AT $464.00 PER MONTH

           LOCATED AT:            CALL US AT:
   6760 Santa Fe North    (863)675-3339   
            LaBelle, FL

FREE GIFT FOR EVERY NEW RESIDENT!
Here’s the keys to your new home!

Aqui estan las llaves de su nueva casa!
REGALO PARA CADA RESIDENTE NUEVO

MIRA VERDE
ESPECIAL DE ENTRADA
PIMER MES GRATIS!!

$20.00 cargo de aplicacion
Deposito de Seguridad Bajos

***Con Credito Aprovado***

• 2 RECAMARRAS  A  $364.00 POR MES
• 3 RECAMARRAS  A  $411.00 POR MES
• 4 RECAMARRAS  A  $464.00 POR MES

    LOCALIZADOS EN:      LLAMENOS AL:
  6760 Santa FeNorth    (863)675-3339   
           LaBelle, FL

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

Case Rd- 3br/2ba dou-
blewide between La-
Belle and Immokalee. 
2.5 acres, very private. 
Will fi nance through our 
fi nance company with 
$5,000 down and your 
good credit 
863-673-4325

North LaBelle 2008 
doublewide 3br, 2ba 
like new on 3 lots, 
screened porch, shed, 
fenced yard, swing set, 
and sandbox. $65,000 
Owner fi nancing 
239-564-5415

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

ROOFING

HOME SECURITY

AUCTION

BUSINESS &
SERVICE

DIRECTORY
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Apartments

St. Matthew’s House (SMH) is reaching 
out to the community for the 24th year to 
help low-income families enjoy a Thanks-
giving meal. They are in urgent need of 
1,000 donated frozen turkeys plus all the 
“fi xins”, both to give out and with which 
to prepare a traditional dinner to be served 
in its dining hall on Thanksgiving Day. Cur-
rently less than 300 turkeys are in storage, 
and barely enough groceries to go with 
them. Please consider donating frozen 
turkeys and all traditional side items (ex-
cluding corn) such as canned green beans, 
yams and cranberry sauce; instant pota-
toes; boxed stuffi ng and jarred turkey gra-
vy. Food donations can be dropped off at 
the main facility at 2001 Airport Rd. South 
in Naples, and are needed by this Saturday 
for packing and giveaway on Monday. 

SMH will be taking reservations for 
Thanksgiving groceries from qualifying 
families at the main facility this Wednes-
day – Friday, Nov. 16–18 and volunteers 
will pack the groceries in the SMH dining 
hall on Saturday, Nov. 19 from 9 a.m.–11 
a.m. An expected 1000 families will then 
arrive at the Home Depot parking lot at 
Davis Blvd. and Airport Road on Monday, 
Nov. 21, to receive their meals in one of 
two drive-through times: 10 a.m.-noon, 
and 4-5:30 p.m. 

To jumpstart the turkey donations, the 

Collier Professional Firefi ghters Local 2396 
(made up of East Naples and Golden Gate 
fi refi ghters) will be delivering $2,000 worth 
of frozen turkeys in their 5th annual SMH 
Turkey Drop on Friday at 10:30 a.m.

At the Bonita Springs Thrift Store food 
pantry location, SMH will be signing up 
families for meals today, Thursday, Nov. 17, 
from 10 a.m.–1 p.m., then distributing the 
meals on Tuesday, Nov. 22 from 11 a.m.–1 
p.m. Approximately 100 Lee County fami-
lies in need are expected to signup at this 
location. 

St. Matthew’s House thanks Dave Wil-
liams and Sweetbay Supermarkets for 
lending them a refrigerated truck in which 
to store the frozen turkeys for holiday give-
away. They also thank Home Depot, locat-
ed at the corner of Airport Rd. and Davis 
Blvd, for the use of their parking lot, where 
the truck will be parked and the distribu-
tion of food will take place on the 21st.

In 2010, SMH volunteers served over 
550 meals to those in need in our commu-
nity on Thanksgiving Day in its dining hall. 
Given the economic times, they expect to 
serve that many again, if not more. Please 
call St. Matthew’s House Communications 
and Event Offi cer Julie Clay for further in-
formation 239-774-0500 or 239-298-5026.

Frozen turkeys and groceries
needed for holiday giveaway 

Volunteers from the Immokalee area are 
needed for the Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) program, a collaborative effort 
between Catholic Charities of Collier County, 
the Legal Aid Society of Collier County, Red-
lands Christian Migrant Association and the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

“Anyone can volunteer for this program. 
You do not need any accounting experi-
ence,” said Karynn Cavero, Unit Head of the 
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic of the Legal 

Aid Society of Collier County. Last year the
program assisted 47 families who received
more than $60,000 in tax returns.

Training is provided and volunteers will 
be asked to donate four to six hours a week
during February and March helping clients
at Guadalupe Social Services of Catholic
Charities in Immokalee. For more informa-
tion contact Ninfa Drago at 239-657-6242 or
email ninfad@centurylink.net.

Immokalee volunteers needed for 
income tax assistance program 



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 

each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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By Rick Heers
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

Several dozen people representing a va-
riety of service organizations met for several 
hours last week at the Naples Daily News 
Community Room to listen to a number of 
presenters share ideas on how we can better 
serve our seniors and their caregivers. Collier 
County is blessed to have the Collier Senior 
Resources and the Leadership Council on 
Aging to coordinate services to the commu-
nity. The fi rst goal of the Women’s Philan-
thropic Network was to improve community 
communications regarding senior services. 
This network has been transformed into the 
Leadership Council on Aging. One of the 
goals was to provide a way for seniors to re-
search and locate services within the com-
munity. At the old Golden Gate Library they 
have set up a Virtual Resource Directory, a 
center without walls. The second goal was 
to start a “211” information resource for the 
county…one of the only counties without 
such a service.

Jim Barton, chair of the CSR hosted and 
directed the panel discussions following 
a presentation by Mary George represent-
ing the Community Foundation of Collier 
County promoting the new “211” program 
for Collier County. The CFCC has raised over 
three-fourths of the $611,000 to start up this 
much needed resource, and is busy raising 
the annual cost of $200,000 per year to pro-
vide this service to all of Collier County. To 

fi nd more information about this service and 
to see if your organization can be included 
in this directory, you can contact Brad Bailey 
at: collier211@gmail.com. 

Two panels presented their programs to 
those present. The fi rst panel included Mary 
Curtis of PACE-Program for All-inclusive Care 
for Elderly, Allen Weiss, M.D.-CEO of NCH 
Healthcare System who shared the program 
at Brookdale Center for Aging-a Rehab and 
extended care facility, Michele Arnold, direc-
tor of Collier Area Transit, Vicki Jo Letch-
worth of the Shelter for Abused Women & 
Children, and Lavigne Ann Kirkpatrick, R.N. 
of Avow Hospice. Following this panel pre-
sentations were made by Jerry Sanford of 
the North Naples Fire Department, Jim Klug 
representing the Lions Club, Steve Edmon-
ston of the Alzheimer’s Support Network 
and Betty Gamel, A.R.N.P. of the Senior 
Friendship Center. A wonderful program is 
offered now by the North Naples Fire De-
partment in which they deliver groceries for 
seniors who are confi ned to their homes. In 
cooperation with Publix at Riverwalk, em-
ployees of Publix fi ll the list for seniors, and 
two days a week, the fi remen make the de-
liveries free of charge to the senior’s homes 
and/or apartments.

Following the panel discussions and a 
question/answer period lunch was served.

Collier Senior Resources
shares with the community

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers
Lavigne Ann Kirkpatrick was the speaker; Mary Curtis, Dr. Weiss, Vicki Jo Letch-
worth, and Michele Arnold were on the discussion panel.

The Collier County MPO will hold a public workshop to present the Immokalee Walk-

able Community Study. This study is to be used to identify and prioritize future sidewalks 

throughout the Immokalee Community.

Please plan on attending this public workshop to learn more about the Study and to 

provide YOUR input into the fi nal version of this document.

When: Monday, Nov. 21, at 2 p.m. at Immokalee Community Park, 321 North 1st 

Street. For more information please contact Lorraine Lantz, Principal Planner, at 239-

252-5779.

Where does Immokalee need sidewalks?

By Rick Heers
Special to the Immokalee 
Bulletin

The Collier County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce, in partnership 
with the Collier County 
Coalition Against Human 
Traffi cking, held a special 
program at the Commu-
nity Park in Immokalee 
this past Saturday. Several 
hundred local farm work-
ers and their families came 
out to enjoy free grilled hot 
dogs and hamburgers, pre-
pared by deputies along 
with music and drawings 
for prizes provided by La 
Ley, radio station WAFZ 
who broadcast live from 
the site.

The CCSO annually 
sponsors this event to help 
inform the community of the dangers of hu-
man traffi cking which seems most prevalent 
in agricultural communities. Along with 
McGruff the crime-fi ghting dog, the most 
popular site appeared to be the special mo-
bile unit that fi ngerprinted the children free 
of charge. There was a constant line waiting 
for entrance into the special unit. The Minor-

ity Affairs Task Force and Crime Prevention 
Section of the CCSO provided information 
about a variety of programs to keep our 
community safe from criminal activity.

The Collier County Health Department 
and number of other community service 
organizations set up tables to advertise their 
business, providing tokens and gifts to those 
who visited their site.

Hundreds attend CCSO’s 
Day Against Slavery event

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers
Mothers with young children line up in front of the 
CCSO Special Mobile Unit that fi ngerprinted children 
free of charge during the event.
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