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Class 5A-District 12 Champs!Class 5A-District 12 Champs!

By Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

Collier County Commissioner 

Jim Coletta spoke to the Eastern
Collier County Chamber of Com-
merce members at their monthly
breakfast on Nov. 2 at Roma in
Havana Restaurant. He told the
group that, to meet Immokalee’s
needs, locals must engage in po-
litical activism. 

If Immokaleeans want sub-
stantial changes, they will have
to, “push the button to make this
happen.”

The question he posed to 
chamber members was: “Where
will Immokalee go?” 

He explained that he feels the 
main problem Immokalee must
solve is transportation, principally
SR 29 and SR 82, which hold the
promise of attracting business to
Immokalee once they are four
laned.

Transportation is 
key to local success

Immokkalee Bulletin/Patty Brant
Collier County Commissioner for District 5 Jim Coletta talk-
ed turkey with members of the Chamber of Commerce at its 
Nov. 2 breakfast meeting at Roma in Havana Restaurant. The 
main topic: what locals can do to improve transportation as a 
means to create prosperity.

See COFC — Page 2

Chamber Executive Director 
Dan Rosario and Lois Gomez 
shared door prize duties at 
the chamber’s Nov. 2 break-
fast.

Tony Allen, Immokalee High 
School Athletic Program Director  
announced on Wednesday, Nov. 
9, notable successes in several of 
the school’s athletics programs in-
cluding its District 12 Champs in 
Football. 

On Saturday, Nov. 5, the schools 
boys and girls cross country team 
both won their district titles with 
the individual Indian athletes plac-
ing fi rst and second in both races.  
Allen stated, “This allows our boys 
and girls cross country teams the 
opportunity to compete in the re-
gional meet held in Titusville, FL 
on Nov. 12. On Friday, November 
4, our IHS Indians football team 
claimed the district championship 
with a resounding victory over 

Golden Gate Titans. This victory 

guaranteed the Indians a chance 

to host the fi rst round of the play-

offs on Nov. 18 against our guests 

from Lehigh High School.”

The game will be held at Gary 

Bates Stadium - kick off is at 7:30 

p.m. Admission is $8 If you are 

parking at the fi eld, it will be $5 

and parking at the school is $2.

Mr. Allen added, “This is an 

exciting time for Immokalee Ath-

letes and we appreciate commu-

nity support of our student ath-

letes throughout the year. Please 

plan on joining us as we support 

our teams throughout the entire 

school year.”

IHS announces successes in 
student athletic programs

Senior Night at Immokalee High ends with Immokalee High School Indians winning the title - 
Class 5A-District 12 champs! With the win, the Indians clinch home-fi eld advantage for their 
fi rst-round matchup against Lehigh on Nov. 18. Go Indians! See Page 8 for more photos. 

Photos courtesy/Adam Herrera
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Many questions remain: When will the 
widening of SR 82 be fi nished? How will that 
progress come about with less FDOT fund-
ing?

The commissioner used the age-old 
adage “The squeaky wheel gets the most 
grease” to demonstrate what Immokalee 
needs to do and alluded to Hendry County’s 

success in getting funding to four-lane SR 
80 from the Lee County line to US 27 near 
Clewiston and to realign the SR 80/US 27 
intersection. Work on SR 80 four laning has 
been ongoing for a number of years. Work 
on the SR 80/Us 27 intersection is just now 
beginning.

He noted that seven years ago a politi-
cal action group for 82 and 29 was estab-
lished, but nothing much has happened yet. 
The commissioner said it took several trips 
to Tallahassee to get US 27 and 82 on the 
state’s Strategic Intermodal System (SIS), a 
network of important roads and other trans-
portation modes.

However, the money has dried up  and 
it’s all “back to square one.”

He said locals have to take a page from a 
previous success when they banded togeth-
er to support the opening of the casino with 
a letter writing campaign to Tallahassee. The 
focus should be to get Immokalee’s state 
representative and delegation on board and 
make the Secretary of Transportation aware 
of local needs.

What Immokalee needs, he said, is a co-
alition of interested parties to get Tallahas-
see’s attention.

“The chamber needs to be politically in-
volved,” Commissioner Coletta said, “If the 
chamber won’t do it, who will?”

In fact, he noted, the chamber should be 
the nucleus of political action in Immokalee 
and play an important role, with one dedi-
cated person to spearhead efforts. After all, 
the chamber’s purpose is to serve its mem-
bers - that is, businesses.

Chamber President Fred Thomas agreed 
with the commissioner that, in order for 

Immokaleeans to have their needs met, a 
loop road around Main Street is essential 
and that the chamber needs to be a central 
player in getting things done. 

He pointed to the chamber’s human 
resources, saying, “There are too many dif-
ferent entities in the chamber not to make 
things happen.”

Mr. Coletta said the community needs 
to show its support for the SR 82 project to 
FDOT and that it needs a point person. He 
added that the community needs to identify 
its transportation goals and suggested that 
the main element should be a four-six lane 
road to connect Immokalee with urban ar-
eas.

The commissioner said Immokalee needs 
a political nucleus, a unifying group like the 
chamber to make a difference and added, 
“We could make an awful lot happen.”

He also said a lobbyist could do a lot for 
Immokalee.

Chamber Executive Director Dan Rosario 
added his voice, saying Immokalee needs 
signage on major roadways to highlight 
what Immokalee has to offer.

He pointed out that Ave Maria has a 
sign at I-75 at exit 111 and suggested that 
Immokalee and the Seminole Reservation 
also should have signs there to direct travel-
ers this way.

Fred Thomas proposed that all the vari-
ous segments of Immokalee work together 
to get the community’s needs met. He sug-
gested the chamber, CRA, MSTU and airport 
all write letters to the appropriate people 
and agencies in order to draw attention to 
Immokalee’s needs.

It was explained that the MSTU tried to 

get signs designating Immokalee as the
Home of Edgerrin James, but encountered

negative feedback.
Guest speaker Lois Gomez of the 

Immokalee Foundation introduced the
agency’s mentoring program to chamber
members using her own experience with a
mentor as a youngster. She credits that rela-
tionship with allowing her to become Cook
County, Illinois’ fi rst 17-year-old Certifi ed
Nursing Assistant.

She said the program at Immokalee 
Foundation has been in existence for seven
years and they need seven additional volun-
teer mentors for Immokalee.

She also spoke of the Strides for Edu-
cation 5K run Nov. 19, at Collier County
School Board Administration building. The
Immokalee Foundation is sponsoring it in
conjunction with the Education Foundation.

Mr. Rosario noted that the chamber is 
currently working on its Facebook account,
a new Web site and a larger presence in the
Immokalee Bulletin.

Christmas Around the World Director 
Cherryle Thomas reminded everyone that
the event comes up December 10. Last year
over 6,000 kids came to see Santa, she said.
This year there will be no Immokalee’s Got
Talent contest, but there will be an adult
couples dance contest with cash prizes.
Another change this year: there will be a $1
park entry fee.

She noted that Immokalee has the sec-
ond largest Christmas parade in the area. It
was started 18 years ago with $50 and the
aim of helping local students with book and
travel expenses.

COFC
Continued From Page 1

Lois Gomez of The Immokalee Founda-
tion offered comments to the members 
of the Eastern Collier County Chamber 
of Commerce at their Nov. 2 breakfast 
meeting.

Help make the holidays merry and bright 
for domestic violence victims and survivors 
by donating new, un-wrapped, non-violent 
toys and gift items to The Shelter for Abused 
Women & Children (please drop items at 
Options Thrift Shoppe, 968 Second Ave. 
North, Naples, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday).

With record numbers of children, wom-
en and men, along with their pets, access-
ing services, The Shelter needs the following 
new, non-violent, un-wrapped gift items to 
ensure a safe and happy holiday for all: 

•Gift cards to Walmart, Target, Coastland 
Center

•Phone and gasoline cards

•Non-violent toys, games and batteries
•Dolls (all ethnicities)
•Non-violent CDs and DVDs
•Non-violent books for adults and chil-

dren
•Non-violent video games
•Baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, etc.
•Sports equipment
•Roller skates/blades
•Skate boards
•Portable CD players, MP3 players
•Adult clothing (all sizes)
•Children’s clothing (all sizes - especially 

teen boys)
•Shoes (boys, girls, men, women)
•Purses and wallets

•Gift sets - bath and body scrubs, lotions, 
etc.

•Make-up sets (adult and children)
•Hair brushes, hair dryers and accesso-

ries
•PJs for adults and children (all sizes)
•Slippers for adults and children
•Kitty litter
•Pet toys and supplies
To host an Angel Tree, Adopt-a-Fam-

ily or host a Donation Drive, please call 
239.775.3862, ext. 235. 

To Prevent. To Protect. To Prevail. The 
Shelter for Abused Women & Children. For 
more information on The Shelter, please 
call 239.775.3862/TTY 239.775.4265, or visit 

www.naplesshelter.org

Shelter donations needed for helping to make the holidays brighter

Women’s Network
Luncheon date set

Come to the December Women’s Net-

work Luncheon at Roberts Ranch, 1215

Roberts Ranch Ave., Immokalee on Dec. 8. 
The luncheon is free of charge but you must

RSVP. 

For luncheon time and to RSVP, please 

call Rosemary Dillon at 239-867-4121 ext

206.



The Department of State made its offi -
cial decision for Florida’s fi ve preclearance 
counties to conduct Early Voting for the 
January 31, 2012 Presidential Preference Pri-
mary (PPP) Election: to continue the previ-
ous schedule with the start of Early Voting 
15-days before Election Day. That means in 
Collier County, Early Voting will begin on 
Jan. 16 and end Jan. 28 and will be offered 
Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 

Eligible Collier County voters ready to 
cast their ballot early for the Jan. 31, 2012 

PPP Election may do so at: 
· Immokalee Library – 417 North First 

Street
The Supervisor of Elections Offi ce will be 

mailing every registered voter a sample bal-
lot for the Jan. 31, PPP Election. The sample 
ballot will indicate the contests in which vot-
ers are eligible to participate. Even though 
all registered voters will be mailed a sample 
ballot, eligibility to participate in the Jan. 31, 
election will depend on where a voter lives 
in the county and/or the voter’s political par-
ty affi liation. 

The State is expected to complete the 
Ballot Certifi cation by Nov. 15, which will 
indicate all contests that will appear on the 
Jan. 31, PPP ballot. However, the following 
is a list of some of the known contests that 
will appear on the ballot: the Presidential 

Preference Primary (there are nine quali-
fi ed Republican candidates and the only 
Democratic candidate is President Obama), 
the City of Naples Election, fi re district ref-
erendums for Golden Gate, East Naples and 
Immokalee, and a referenda for the Radio 
Road East MSTU. 

Eligible voters are reminded to bring a 
current photo and signature identifi cation 
to the polls. For more information, visit the 
web site at: www.CollierVotes.com or con-
tact the Supervisor of Elections Offi ce at 239-
252-8450.

SHEWMAKER ANIMAL HOSPITAL
1095 N. State Rd. 29 • LaBelle • 863-675-2441

WED & SAT FROM 8AM TO 10AM
IMMOKALEE ANIMAL CLINIC

1400 Roberts Ave, Immokalee • 239-657-2266
WED & SAT FROM 10:30AM TO NOON
CLEWISTON MOBILE UNIT CLINIC

at the Tractor Supply Store • Clewiston • 863-675-2441
WED 2PM TO 4PM

3 Year Rabies $10 • Parvo/Distemper $12
Half price laser spay & neuter w/full puppy & kitten shots

Half price boarding - Cash Only

Disclaimer: The Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to
pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treat-
ment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement
for the free discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

LOW COST
VACCINATION CLINICS

At a
time when newspapers
everywhere are struggling to survive,
you can show your support for your
Immokalee Bulletin newspaper by 

purchasing an e-subscription. 
It’s only $26 annually  (50 cents a

week).  Each week you’ll receive an
email with a live link to the latest
issue.  This will allow you to read

the entire newspaper online --- even
when you’re traveling.  

Please call 1-800-282-8586 
or subscribe online at 

http://circulation.newszap.com

Support unbiased   
local 

journalism!
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New developments 
for Christmas Gala

Christmas around the World Parade and 
Gala committee members are planning 
some exciting activities this year’s Christmas 
Event

Christmas Parade Date - Dec. 10, 
Christmas theme is Christmas around the 

World is celebrating, “Going Greener for our 
Environment.”

Parade lineup time: 4 p.m. on the corner 
of Carver Street and Immokalee Road (First 
Street), directly across from the Immokalee 
Seminole Casino.

The famous Immokalee High School 
Marching Band will perform.

Our Breaking News - Parks & Recre-
ation will not be charging to see their “Snow 
Gala” at the Immokalee Sports Complex 
(Soccer Fields) on Dec. 10. The big Gala 
Event will start immediately after the Christ-
mas parade. No gate fees at all!

This year’s Gala activities consisted of:
• Home town type Carnival with lots of 

rides and games
• Kids can skate on the skating rink 
• Snow mountain with various snow 

slides
• Adults are welcome to participate in 

the “Can-you-Dance Contest.” Best Salsa 
Couples, and other popular dances can par-
ticipate. There will be different categories 
ranging from 6 years old to Adulthood. A 
cash prize will be given to the best dancers

• Recycled costume Fashion Show. You 
can walk the run way with your fashions. 
Each entry must have a recycled costume 
item. Cash prizes will be given.

• Little Christmas Dressed Baby Contest. 
Any Christmas dressed baby from 6 months 
to 18 months can compete in the competi-
tion. All baby outfi ts must have some red or 

green or gold or white to represent Christ-
mas colors. pictures will be taken of the 
Event.

• We would like each school to select 
grades 4,5 and 6th graders; middle and high 
school students to write the Christmas com-
mittee an essay on, “How I can change my 
environment in Immokalee to go Greener?”

The schools can select the students to 
participate in this project. Our committee 
has been corresponding with the large Bev-
erage Companies to see if a fi nancial incen-
tive can be offered to each school for the 
best Essays.

• There will be lots of exotic foods for all 
ages

• We are asking for good community en-
tertainment and arts and craft for our Gala. 
We are still waiting.

Please contact Myriam at the Eastern Col-
lier Chamber of Commerce for applications 
for the dance contest, fashion show and the 
most beautiful dressed Christmas babies 
and don’t forget the Chamber has applica-
tions for Christmas Parade, entertainment, 
food vendors along with arts and craft ap-
plications.

The Christmas committee selected this 
year 2011’ Grand Parade Marshal and Co-
Parade Marshal already.

Santa Claus will be coming from the 
North Pole to attend the Christmas Parade 
and Gala and he will be taking pictures with 
all the boys and girls in Immokalee.

If further information is needed concern-
ing the Christmas Parade and Gala, contact 
our local Chamber at 239-657-3237 asked 
for Myriam and Joe Boney at Parks and Rec-
reation for the Gala at 239-657-1951.

Cherryle Thomas
Event chair

Letters to the Editor
Weather forecast for Collier County from the National Weather Service

Local Forecast
Thursday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 84. Calm 

wind becoming northwest around 6 mph. 

Thursday night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly cloudy, with a low around 57.

Northwest wind between 3 and 5 mph. 

Extended Forecast
Veterans Day: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 77. 

North wind between 6 and 9 mph. 

Friday night: Mostly clear, with a low around 57. North wind around 7 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 80. 

Saturday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 60. 

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 81. 

Sunday night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 63. 

Monday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 83. 

Local Forecast

Department of State issues offi cial
notice on early voting decision 

 The community is invited to join the 
Collier County Sheriff ’s Offi ce as we make 
the holidays merry and bright for some de-
serving Collier kids currently dealing with 
traumatic, life-changing events. 

This year’s CCSO “Celebrate With A 
Star” program will benefi t children as-
signed to the 20th Judicial Circuit Guardian 
ad Litem program in partnership with the 
Voices for Kids of Southwest Florida (VFK) 
agency. There are more than 400 children 
currently living in Collier County who have 
been abandoned or are alleged to have 
been abused or neglected. Children in the 
program range from infant to 17 years in 
age. 

Participating in “Celebrate With A Star” 
is easy. If you’d like to provide a gift for a 
child, just send an e-mail to: ccsopio@
colliersheriff.net and we will reply with a 
child’s age and his or her holiday wish. 

You can also now select a star through 
our Facebook fan page at www.facebook.
com/colliersheriff. Just click on the photos 
tab and pull up the Celebrate With A Star 
2011 album. Each picture displays a star 
that represents a child in need. When you 

see a star that you would like to claim, tag 
yourself in it. That will let everyone else 
know that star has been taken. 

Or, if you prefer, you may stop by and 
select an ornament from the tree in the Hu-
man Resources lobby of the Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce headquarters, 3319 U.S. 41 E., Building 
J, in the Collier County Government Cen-
ter. Each ornament has a child’s holiday 
gift wish. 

Gifts may be dropped off at any CCSO 
substation or in the Human Resources lob-
by of Building J at CCSO headquarters. Gifts 
may be turned in wrapped or unwrapped. 

Please make sure to securely attach the 
star provided to your donated gifts. 

“Celebrate With A Star” gifts must be 
dropped off by Thursday, Dec. 8. If you 
have any questions, call CCSO’s Public 
Affairs Bureau at 252-0604 or e-mail ccso-
pio@colliersheriff.net. 

Gifts may be dropped off in the Hu-
man Resources lobby of the Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce headquarters or at any of the following 
CCSO substation locations: 

112 South First Street , Immokalee, FL 
34142

CCSO Launches Sixth Annual 
‘Celebrate With A Star’ program
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Town Hall meeting 
brings ideas 
together
By Joe Landon
Special to the Okeechobee 
News

A Town Hall Meeting is a 
great concept. Keep it up!” That’s what an 
attendee at one of the two Superintendent’s 
Town Hall Meetings held last week told us. 
“I’m so happy I came to the meeting be-
cause I learned how I can help my kids,” 
said another. “I like the commitment to be-
ing open with parents and communicating 
with us,” said yet another. And fi nally, this 
comment received after we hosted 300+ 
parents, community members, and staff 
at Lely High School: “The turnout at the 
meeting was not an accident. Members of 
the community are beginning to feel they 
matter, and their thoughts really matter.” 
New Superintendent, Dr. Kamela Patton, 
has conducted three Town Hall Meetings 
thus far and there are three more sched-
uled, including one a week from today – on 
Thursday, Nov. 17, in the Immokalee High 
School Auditorium. It will begin at 6 p.m. 
and we’ll have you out the door at 7 p.m. 
that evening. And, please note that Span-
ish and Creole translators will be there to 
assist anyone needing their services. Now, 
we’ve received some pretty good feedback 
regarding the Town Hall Meetings as you 
can tell. People referred to the “Superinten-
dent’s great enthusiasm,” and expressed 
gratitude “for emphasizing the impor-
tance of early literacy.” Someone else ap-
preciated learning about the Governance 
Model and being told what concerns they 
should bring to the school district offi ce 
versus those they should take to the school 

board. When asked to share 
suggestions for future meet-
ings one person said to “keep 
having Town Hall Meetings ev-
ery year,” and another asked 
to “have more of them.” As for 
the topics being dealt with, one 
attendee liked knowing where 
Collier education is today and 
why it’s there. Another appreci-

ated the information shared about online 
tools that are made available to K-12 par-
ents, and someone else enjoyed learning 
about STEM – Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math. A few thought the ques-
tion and answer period, which followed 
the presentation, was the best part of the 
evening. Please join us at Immokalee High 
School next Thursday, Nov. 17, and be sure 
to turn in your feedback form as you leave 
so we know what you think. Hope to see 
you there!

We have long recognized student 
achievement and accomplishments at reg-
ular School Board Meetings, but beginning 
Tuesday, live student entertainment will be 
featured at each meeting. This Tuesday, 
some 19 students from teacher Todd Peter-
son’s Barron Collier High School Chorus 
will be on hand to sing the National Anthem. 
And, Tommie Barfi eld Elementary School 
teacher Elizabeth Braren will bring 24 stu-
dents from Marco Island to sing “America 
for Me” with “America the Beautiful” lyrics. 
Plus, student artwork from teacher Leigh 
Greco’s art class at Gulf Coast High School 
will be on display. The meeting begins at 
4:30 p.m., in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Administrative Center (behind Barron Col-
lier High School). It’ll be televised live on 
The Education Channel, Comcast cable 99, 
and on the “Worldwide Web,” as I like to 
say, at www.collierschools.com.

Students First

Classes to start November 
17; Limited seats open

Edison State College Collier Campus, in 
partnership with the University of Florida, is 
now offering a pharmacy technician train-
ing program with an externship. The class is 
available only for 10 students.

The 14-week course provides students 
the skills needed to assist a pharmacist in 
the packaging and mixing of prescriptions, 
maintaining client records, assisting with in-
ventory control and purchasing. The course 
also includes an 80-hour externship. Students 
will then be eligible to apply for certifi cation 
by the Pharmacy Technician Certifi cation 
Board and meet the training requirements 
of the State Board of Pharmacy. Registration 
is now underway and enrollment is limited 

to only 10 students. Tuition is $3,750 plus 

books and materials for $175. Classes meet 

on Thursday evenings and Saturday morn-

ings from Nov. 17, through March 17, 2012.

To register for this class, call 239-732-

3128 or to download the form, visit edison.

edu/collier/ce.

The Edison State College Collier Campus, 

7007 Lely Cultural Parkway, is located off 

Collier Boulevard, three miles north of Ta-

miami Trail East. Celebrating nearly 50 years 

of excellence, Edison State College is South-

west Florida’s largest, most accessible and 

most affordable institution of higher educa-

tion. Proud to be tobacco-free, Edison State 

serves more than 25,000 students per year in 

fi ve counties and online. For more informa-

tion please visit www.edison.edu.

Edison State offering 
Pharmacy Tech program

Relay for Life Kick Off Party
2012 Relay For Life Of Immokalee Kick 

Off Party - “Cartooning for a Cure” set for 

Thursday Nov. 10, 5:30-7 p.m. at First Bap-

tist Church (Fellowship Hall), 1411 Lake 

Trafford Road, Immokalee. For more infor-

mation: 239-261-0337 Ext 3863, or www.

relayforlife.org/immokalee.

Free family fi lm Saturday
New Hope Ministries from Naples will 

again be at the Immokalee Community 
Park this coming Saturday, Nov. 12, from 
3-5 p.m., this time featuring the new re-
lease, “Despicable Me” and great family 
fi lm-a fi lm for the entire family. 

Parents may drop off their children or 
may stay and attend the movie with them. 
Free refreshments will also be provided.

Many schools throughout the 
School District of Collier County 
will be recognizing our country’s 
military veterans with planned 
activities and ceremonies to com-
memorate Veterans Day. From 
music and singing, to history les-
sons and actual visits from vet-
erans, events and activities next 
week promise to enlighten every-
one involved.

At Big Cypress Elementary 
School, 4th grade students will sa-
lute veterans with a Patriotic Music Program 
performance called “America”; Tommie 
Barfi eld Elementary School’s “Morning Mu-
sicians” will hold a special music program 
to honor all veterans, and will participate 
in several Veterans Day activities on Marco 
Island; students at Oakridge Middle School 
(OMS) will watch a special production that 
will include the Palmetto Ridge High School 
JROTC Color Guard, an OMS Band perfor-
mance of “America” and a featured guest 

speaker. Everglades City School will hold 
a special Veterans Day assembly and will 
honor staff members who have served in 
the military. A number of other events are 
planned at several schools next week.

To learn more, and to see a full list of 
activities, please visit the district Web site at 
www.collierschools.com and click on “Vet-
erans Day Activities” under “Highlights.” If 
your child’s school is not listed, please con-
tact the school directly.

Collier district schools 
recognize Veterans Day
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Over 80 students from St. Thomas Uni-
versity (Biscayne College) in Miami Gardens 
came to Immokalee this past week and spent 
time volunteering for Guadalupe Services, 
Immokalee Friendship House, the Coalition 
of Farm Workers, I HOPE, the Shelter for 
Abused Women and Children, PACE Center 
for Girls, Immokalee Child Care Center and 
RCMA Charter School. Without volunteer as-
sistance many of these organizations would 
be limited in their ability to provide as much 

assistance to their children and families.
Pictured with this article are a number of 

students with their supervisor/professor of 
Philosophy, Dr. Darrell Arnold who helped 
organize the warehouse at the I HOPE Distri-
bution Center so that families in Immokalee 
can save BIG bucks on home improvement 
projects. Anyone in the area can become a 
member of the I HOPE Distribution Center 
by paying an annual membership fee of 
$25.

College students volunteer 
and serve Immokalee

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers
Students from St. Thomas University (biscayne College) in Miami Gardens gave 
some volunteer time to local Immokalee residents this past week and helped 
out at Immokalee Friendship House, Farm Workers Coalition and also at Gua-
dalupe Services. The students, along with their professor/supervisor, Dr. Dar-
rell Arnold also helped out in a major way by bringing some organization to the 
IHOPE Warehouse.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers

Fall Fest at First Baptist
Hundreds of children turned out for a Fall Festival-Halloween treat-on 
Oct. 31, from 6-8 p.m. With their parents enjoying the activities, the chil-
dren played numerous games, enjoyed free hot dogs, cupcakes, popcorn, 
drinks and lots and lots of candy. Members and staff of the church turned 
out to provide this annual activity to provide a safe alternative program 
for children of the community. Plans are already being made to make next 
year’s event bigger and better.

The Florida Department of Education 

confi rms that the Collier County Public 

School district is in full compliance with 

the State of Florida Class Size Reduction 

Amendment. In making the announce-

ment, the Collier District’s Chief Opera-

tional Offi cer Michele LaBute said, “This is 

the result of a truly collaborative effort and 

a great deal of hard work by staff at both 

the district and school levels. Everyone in-

volved is to be commended!”

The 2002 Class Size Reduction Consti-

tutional Amendment limits the size of all 

classes identifi ed by the state as “core” 

classes. Core classes include mathematics, 

English, science, and social studies, among 

others. No core class in Collier exceeds the 

limits imposed by the Amendment and the 

average class size is signifi cantly below the 

limits.

Pre-Kindergarten through grade 3-State 

limit - 18 students- with an average of 14.89 

students

Grades 4 through 8-State limit is 22 stu-

dents-with an average of 17.54 students

Grades 9 through 12-State limit is 25 

students-with an average of 19.71 students

To achieve Class Size Reduction, the dis-

trict hired an additional 200 teachers this 

year at a cost of approximately $13 million. 

School districts in Florida not in compli-

ance with the Class-Size Reduction amend-

ment face fi nes levied by the state.

Class-size reduction requirements 
achieved in County classrooms

All Edison State College locations will be closed Friday, Nov. 11, in recognition of Vet-

erans Day. Classes and campus services resume regular hours Monday, Nov. 14.

For more information about Edison State College, visit www.edison.edu. 

Edison State College locations closed for Veterans Day



For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

FARM MECHANIC
 
Experienced farm mechanic needed for a local citrus 
and sod farm. Applicants should have 4 yrs experi-
ence working with diesel & gasoline units, be able to 
trouble shoot systems, work on late model Ford 
trucks, HS diploma (or equivalent), have dependable 
transportation, drivers license, and own tools. CDL 
with hazardous materials endorsement a plus. This is 
an hourly position paid weekly, year round, 5-6 days 
per week during the season and 5 days per week 
otherwise. Competitive wage and benefi ts package 
including discretionary bonus, insurance, vacations, 
holidays, sick days, retirement, and matching 401-k 
plan. If interested call (863)-673-0363 or you can 
email a letter/resume to: HRBG@duda.com.  
M/F/H/D/V. EOE.

Employment
Full Time

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds

Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises. 

Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash. 
No Application Fee.

Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4
Immokalee or

Call 239-694-1951

Timber Ridge
2726 Wilton Court

(Rental Offi ce:  2449 
Sanders Pines Circle)
$1200 Free Rent*

*1 year lease 
@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
3Br & 4Br /1Ba Single 

Family Homes
Starting at $700 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

The classifieds are the
most successful sales-
person in town.

Apartments

Sanders Pines
2449 Sanders 
Pines Circle

$1200 Free Rent*
*1 year lease 

@$100/mo reduction
Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
2Br/1Ba, 3Br/1Ba 

Apartments
Starting at $500 

plus utilities.
Social/Education 
Services Offered:
Early Beginnings 
Program, iTeens 
Youth Program
Adult Literacy, 

Resident’s Council
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Apartments

MIRA VERDE
MOVE IN SPECIAL, 1st MONTH 
FREE! $20.00 Application Fee

Lower Security Deposit
***With Approved Credit***

• 2 BEDROOMS AT $364.00 PER MONTH
• 3 BEDROOMS AT $411.00 PER MONTH
• 4 BEDROOMS AT $464.00 PER MONTH

           LOCATED AT:            CALL US AT:
   6760 Santa Fe North    (863)675-3339   
            LaBelle, FL

FREE GIFT FOR EVERY NEW RESIDENT!
Here’s the keys to your new home!

Aqui estan las llaves de su nueva casa!
REGALO PARA CADA RESIDENTE NUEVO

MIRA VERDE
ESPECIAL DE ENTRADA
PIMER MES GRATIS!!

$20.00 cargo de aplicacion
Deposito de Seguridad Bajos

***Con Credito Aprovado***

• 2 RECAMARRAS  A  $364.00 POR MES
• 3 RECAMARRAS  A  $411.00 POR MES
• 4 RECAMARRAS  A  $464.00 POR MES

    LOCALIZADOS EN:      LLAMENOS AL:
  6760 Santa FeNorth    (863)675-3339   
           LaBelle, FL

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.

Apartments Apartments

ESPERANZA PLACE
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308

$99 MOVE IN
SPECIAL 

FOR FIRST
MONTH’S RENT

Available for
Immediate
Occupancy

3Br/2Ba Apartments
Handicap unit available

RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

TO QUALIFIED
APPLICANTS

Rental Rates start at 
$635 plus utilities

Income limits apply.
 Must be farm or grove 

labor employed
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-2009

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM -5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

Buying a car? Look in
the classifieds. Selling
a car? Look in the
classifieds.

Reading a newspaper provides
the opportunity to get involved

in your community.
No wonder newspaper 

readers are more popular!
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A good crowd of community members 
was present as the Collier County Public 
School Board conducted a workshop at 
Immokalee High School on Nov. 1 in which 
they honored the work of the schools in 
Immokalee as well as discuss several issues 
that are before the board.

To start the meeting several programs 
were spotlighted including a musical quar-
tet from Village Oaks Elementary playing 
“Ode to Joy”, the 47-member choir from 
Immokalee Middle School performing two 
numbers, and 8 members of the Immoka-
lee High School BETA club singing “Lean 
on Me”. In addition to watching a video pre-
sentation on all eight schools in Immokalee, 
the president of the Immokalee presented 

his award-winning 
speech that won him 
the selection of state 
president of BETA.

Ms. Moser, spon-
sor, and long-time, 
now retired sponsor, 
Linda Ayer were also 
recognized for their 
outstanding leader-
ship.

Among the items 
included in the work-
shop were the follow-
ing:

•Update was pre-
sented with slides on 
construction at the 
new Bethune Educa-
tion Center, named 
after Mary McLeod 
Bethune who started 
Bethune Cookman 
University. The new facility, to be opened in 
January of 2012 will house 170 students and 
all federal projects programs.

•Susan McNally presented the changes 
being made in state requirements in curricu-
lum and instruction.

•Attorney Fishbane gave a detailed analy-

sis of the staff study on criminal background 
screening guidelines.

•Finally the Master Board Certifi cation 
was reviewed.

All local community members will be in-
vited to the Town Hall that Superintendent 
Dr. Kamela Patton will be conducting on 
Nov. 17.

Collier School Board conducts workshop at IHS

ROOFING

HOME SECURITY

AUCTION

BUSINESS &
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

TTHANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY  DEADLINES

As  another  Thanksgiv ing  season
approaches,  the  staff  of  this  paper
would  like  to  wish  you  and  your  family
all  the  trimmings  of  a  bountiful  holiday,
complete  with  our  best  wishes  and
gratitude.

We  would  also  like  toWe  would  also  like  to
remind  you  that  ourremind  you  that  our
newspaper  office  willnewspaper  office  will

be  closed  onbe  closed  on
Thursday,  November  24Thursday,  November  24

and  that  our  paperand  that  our  paper
will  be  on  the  streetwill  be  on  the  street

Wednesday,  November  23.Wednesday,  November  23.

In  order  to  do  this  we  haveIn  order  to  do  this  we  have
to  move  up  our  deadlines:to  move  up  our  deadlines:

Display  advertising  is  due  byDisplay  advertising  is  due  by
5  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  175  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  17

Class  liner,  class  display  andClass  liner,  class  display  and
legal  ads  are  due  by  noonlegal  ads  are  due  by  noon

Friday,  November  18Friday,  November  18

Obituaries  will  be  taken  upObituaries  will  be  taken  up
to  2  p.m.  onto  2  p.m.  on

Monday,  November  21Monday,  November  21

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

LABELLE - Spacious 4 
br./4 ba., large back 
porch, hot tub, 2 car 
garage on 3 1/4 acre 
lot. $1000 mo. Call: 
863-843-5316.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Rent

FELDA - 2 bedroom/2 
bath. Spacious lot. $550 
per month. Call: 
863-843-5316.

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

North LaBelle 2008 
doublewide 3br, 2ba 
like new on 3 lots, 
screened porch, shed, 
fenced yard, swing set, 
and sandbox. $65,000 
Owner fi nancing 
239-564-5415

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

NOTICE OF MEETING

There will be an Annual Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Im-
mokalee Water & Sewer District on Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at 5:30 
P.M., at Roma in Havana Ristorante, 1025 W. Main Street, Immokalee, Flori-
da 34142.

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
 1. Call to Order 
 2. Preliminaries
     A. Pledge of Allegiance
     B.  Roll Call
     C. Adoption of Agenda  
     D. Employee Recognition
          1.  Employee of the Month for September-Salvador Garcia
          2.  Employee of the Year-Derick Galvan
     E.  Public Concerns
     F.   Staff Good Cause Items    
     G.  Board Concerns      
     H. Old Business
    I.   New Business              
3. Consent Agenda 
     A. Adoption of Minutes
          1.  October 19, 2011, Regular Meeting       
     B. Engineer’s Report-Greeley and Hansen      
     C. Director’s Report
4. Action Agenda
  A. Election of Offi cers
  B. Amendment 2011 Fiscal Year Budget   
5. Discussion Agenda
     A. Attorney’s Report   
6. Other Public Interests
7. Adjournment
402046 IB 11/10/2011

Public Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE
Board meeting is Friday, 

November 18, 2011. 
It will be held in the

 Immokalee COFFO Offi ce
214 A South 1st Street,
Immokalee, FL 334142  

at 10:30 am.
402048 IB 11/10/2011
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Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Rick Heers
A large crowd of concerned community members including 
parents at Immokalee High School Auditorium on Nov. 1 to 
listen and to discuss issues concerning local students at 
the Town Hall Public School Board meeting.

Village Oaks Elementary School (VOE) 

produced the winning video entry for Read-

ing is Fundamental’s (RIF) 45th Birthday 

Photo/Video contest. VOE Media Specialist 

Stephanie Griffi n directed the video titled 

“RIF AAARGH…HOOK A BOOK,” which 

shares a very special pirate book distribu-

tion at VOE in Immokalee. The video shows 

young student explorers as they encounter 

pirates and discover a bounty of books on 

their journey. As a winner, VOE will partici-

pate in RIF’s 45th online webcast birthday 

party Thursday, Oct. 3, and will receive $500 

and a 2011 Multicultural Book Collection.

In addition to having the winning video 

entry, VOE received a grant to organize 

another book distribution. “Because I had 

completed the RIF program early, I was 

awarded a $1,756 privately funded Pine-Sol 

Grant. The students will have a ‘Spring Clean 

– Fresh Read’ book distribution in February/

March, 2012,” says Stephanie Griffi n.

Reading is Fundamental is the nation’s 

largest children’s literacy organization. Their 

mission is to motivate young children to 

read by working with them, their parents, 

and community members to make reading 

a fun and benefi cial part of everyday life.

Village Oaks 
Elementary wins 
video contest

It’s Flu Season - GET YOUR 
FLU SHOT!

The 2011-2012 seasonal fl u shots are 
now available at the Collier County Health 
Department. Call  239-252-7300



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 

TTHANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY  DEADLINES

As  another  Thanksgiv ing  season
approaches,  the  staff  of  this  paper
would  like  to  wish  you  and  your  family
all  the  trimmings  of  a  bountiful  holiday,
complete  with  our  best  wishes  and
gratitude.

We  would  also  like  toWe  would  also  like  to
remind  you  that  ourremind  you  that  our
newspaper  office  willnewspaper  office  will

be  closed  onbe  closed  on
Thursday,  November  24Thursday,  November  24

and  that  our  paperand  that  our  paper
will  be  on  the  streetwill  be  on  the  street

Wednesday,  November  23.Wednesday,  November  23.

In  order  to  do  this  we  haveIn  order  to  do  this  we  have
to  move  up  our  deadlines:to  move  up  our  deadlines:

Display  advertising  is  due  byDisplay  advertising  is  due  by
5  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  175  p.m  Thursday,  Nov.  17

Class  liner,  class  display  andClass  liner,  class  display  and
legal  ads  are  due  by  noonlegal  ads  are  due  by  noon

Friday,  November  18Friday,  November  18

Obituaries  will  be  taken  upObituaries  will  be  taken  up
to  2  p.m.  onto  2  p.m.  on

Monday,  November  21Monday,  November  21
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Sun-N-Fun Lagoon Water Park will open 
up for Thanksgiving Break from Saturday, 
Nov. 19 through Sunday, Nov. 27, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. The park will be 
closed Thanksgiving Day.

Sun-N-Fun Lagoon Water Park Facility At-
tractions include: One waterslide drops into 
Sunny’s Lazy River, Four water slides take 
you to a drop pool, Heated family pool, Tad-
pole Pool, a children’s activity wading water 
area with a fi sh slide and more, Turtle Cove, 
a pool for ages 5-12 years old with lily pads 
and ropes for climbing, Sunny’s Lazy River, 
1200 feet long, All pools except Tadpole 
wading area are heated

The park is offering a special discount this 
year to Collier County residents with a Flor-
ida Driver’s License. With a Florida Driver’s 
License showing a Collier County address, 
you and your party will receive $2 off any 48 
inch or taller entry, normally $12. Children 
three and under enter free and those shorter 
than 48 inches are just $5.50. 

Add sales tax to all fees listed above.
Group rates, seasonal passes and party 

packages are also available. Call 239-252-
4073. For more information about Sun-N-
Fun Lagoon or other public pool facilities, 
please visit the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment online at: www.napleswaterpark.com. 
The public may call Sun-N-Fun Lagoon at 
239-252-4021.

Sun-N-Fun opens 
for Holiday Break

By Manny 
Touron
Special to the 
Immokalee 
Bulletin

The Immoka-
lee Community 
School Dragons 
Soccer Team won 
their fi rst game 
of the season this 
past Saturday at 
The Immokalee 
Sports Complex 
by the score of 3-2. 
This determined 
group of boys and 
girls has worked 
hard and has en-
dured a season 
that has become 
a learning experi-
ence. We knew that as the season pro-
gressed they would gain more confi dence 
in their ability to play. They fi nally put it all 
together in this game by winning their fi rst 
game. Emily Nito, Adee Mejia, and Abra-
ham Cortez each scored a goal giving the 
Dragons a 3–2 well deserved victory. The 

Soccer Pit Cobras want to congratulate 
Coach Manuel Preciado for his dedication 
and persistence, and for being with the 
team every Saturday and Coach Kiki for 
been an instrumental part of their practices 
and providing needed encouragement.

Dragons soccer get the 
sweet taste of victory

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Manny Touron
A fi rst win came for the hardworking Immokalee Commu-
nity School Dragons Soccer team last Saturday with more 
wins sure to follow. The team members played well and 
brought in a well-deserved 3-2 win.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
Tshumbi Johnson tosses a pass to brother Ernest (left photo) and Tshumbi cuts 
through the Golden Gate Defenses. (right photo)

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
IHS Senior Juan Tello #24 with his parents at the Senior Night celebration dur-
ing last Friday night’s game against Golden Gate as seniors were announced 
during the game. Senior band members perform during the game recognizing 
their classmates as part of the Senior Night Celebration.
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