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BUY A 2011 F150 4X4 LARIAT SUPER CREW, GET UP TO
$7500 OFF MSRP, AND PAY NO DEALER FEE.

stk # 11t194 MSRP $49,414 - Dealer Discount $4500
Ford Retail Customer Cash $2000 - Ford Credit Retail Bonus Cash* $1000 = $41914

*With approved credit through Ford Credit. Images are for illustration purposes only.
See Dealer for details. Offer ends 10-03-11.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/RCMA
Jim McDevitt is beginning his second year as principal of 
Immokalee Community School. Mere days after meeting his 
new faculty members in 2010, Mr. McDevitt learned the school 
scored as only ‘F’ school in the district. His challenge had 
begun.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
Head coach Jerrod Ackley (above left) gets his victory Gatorade shower after the winning touch-
down by Captain Jordan Alce. Immokalee Indians Captains, Deadrin Senat, Xavier Richardson, 
Jordan Alce, and Tshumbi Johnson of Friday’s game walk on the fi eld for the coin toss. 

See more IHS vs Naples football photos on Page 8 

Immokalee Indian 
spirit took hold in 
second half

By Moises Diaz
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

Only two high school foot-
ball programs in southwest Flor-
ida have earned the title of state 
champs; Naples High School in 
2001, Immokalee High School 
in 2004, and again Naples High 
School in 2007. 

This rivalry dates back to 1959 
when the two schools fi rst met on 
fi eld. Naples won that game 19 to 

0. Although the Golden Eagles hold 
the winning record with 22 wins 
out of the 42 times they’ve met, the 
Indians have won 9 out of the last 
15 games. 

Head coach Bill Kramer took 
over for the Golden Eagles 15 years 
ago. Immokalee High School is the 
only school in Collier County with 
a winning record against him. 

Gary Bates Stadium in Immoka-
lee was packed to the rim on Fri-
day night as the Indians took host 
to the Golden Eagles. Immokalee 
fought against their rivals taking 
the victory during the second half 

Football rivals meet - 
Indians prevail, 39-28

He found a new chal-
lenge, then it grew

RCMA
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

After nine years as an elementa-
ry-school principal in affl uent sub-
urbs of Denver, Jim McDevitt de-
cided to move across the country 
to run RCMA’s Immokalee Com-
munity School, fi lled with the chil-
dren of low-income farmworkers.

Mr. McDevitt met his young, 
idealistic faculty at a four-day train-
ing retreat in August 2010. They 
buzzed with plans for the new 
school year.

Then, on the retreat’s last day, 

the State of Florida published 
school-by-school FCAT scores. 
Immokalee Community School 
became the only “F” school in Col-
lier County.

“It was painful,” said Maria Jime-
nez, director of Charter Schools for 
RCMA. “There were tears of anger, 
tears of frustration, tears of how, 
how could this be?”

Everyone there, including Mr. 
McDevitt, knew the “F” threatened 
the school’s charter, its right to op-
erate.

“It was like, wow!, he says now. 
“Everybody’s job is going to be on 
the line.”

Immokalee Community 
School director 
raises grades, hopes

See IHS — Page 2

See RCMA — Page 2

Shelter Outreach

hosts fi nance 

workshop

...Page 7
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Our Purpose…
The Immokalee Bulletin is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a unique
trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a mission of
journalistic service to the citizens of the community.
Since no dividends are paid, the company is able to thrive
on profit margins below industry standards. All after-tax
surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s mission of jour-
nalistic service, commitment to the ideals of the First
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We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to

live and work, through our dedication to consci-
entious journalism.

• To provide the information citizens need to make
their own intelligent decisions about public
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• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, pur-
poseful neutrality, fairness, objectivity, fearless-
ness and compassion.

• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.

• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or poten-
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• To correct our errors and to give each correction
the prominence it deserves.

• To provide a right to reply to those we write
about.

• To treat people with courtesy, respect and
compassion.
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By Patty Brant
Immokalee Bulletin

Immokalee’s old Bethune Center may 
be gone, but the spirit and work of educa-
tion continues. The new structural form of 
the school is rising from the ashes, like the 
the Phoenix, the namesake of one of the 
programs the center will house.

Built in 1954, the Bethune Center was 
a beacon in the black community. Former 
students and teachers cherish memories of 
what the center meant to them. Memories 
are forever, but bricks and mortar are not. 
Facade and air quality issues made most of 
the classrooms unusable. Bethune is the 
only new construction project on the Col-
lier County School Board’s fi ve-year plan.

The board is not only rebuilding the 
school, but recognizing its traditional role 
in the community as well.

Construction on the $6.5 million proj-
ect is on track. It began last May and has 
reached the half-way point. The building is 
to be ready for students this coming Janu-

ary.
Meanwhile students remain in por-

tables placed around the perimeter of the 
site. Classes had been forced to use them 
because the facility was unusable. The por-
tables will be gone come January, when a 
new era of education and community picks 
up where previous generations left off. Stu-
dents, staff and the community are looking 
forward to embracing a new facility that will 
be conducive to learning, and will also be 
welcoming to the community. The legacy 
of the old Bethune Center - that education 
begins with community - will be reborn.

When the school is complete, construc-
tion on site will continue, however. By June 
2012, the entire facility, including a building 
to house federal programs will stand on the 
site.

The exterior of the buildings will be of an 
“integrated style” intended to blend in with 
the residential area surrounding them. They 
will be stucco with brick accents. There will 
be a recreational area, principal’s offi ce, 

dining areas, an exam room as well as class 
rooms. The second fl oor will include class 
rooms, a science lab, a staff area and a me-
dia center.

The new school decor will be accented 
in red, gray, white and black to keep stu-
dents connected with Immokalee Middle 
School’s and Immokalee High School’s red 
and white colors. Since the school houses 
alternative programs, students are intended 
to eventually return to their main campus-
es.

Perhaps the most exciting aspect for 
many is the homage to be paid to the origi-
nal Bethune Center that was so in tune with 
the community. The foyer will be accented 
in the old school colors, blue and gold, and 
proudly display photos and memorabilia 
from the school’s past. 

In addition to both two-story buildings, 
the basketball court will be relocated on 
site and an outdoor play area will be added. 
Both will be available to the community af-
ter school hours.

Collier County School programs on 
campus at Bethune include Beacon High 
School Immokalee, an on-line high school 
designed for at-risk students in danger of 
not completing their high school graduation 
requirements. Students are still required to 
report to school, however, their classes are 
on-line. They have instructors in the room 
facilitating classes, tutoring and testing.

New Beginnings Immokalee provides 
opportunities for developing academic and 
personal/social skills for students in grades 
4-8 who have been signifi cantly disrup-
tive in the classroom. The Immokalee site 
serves students in grades 5-8. Opportunities 
are provided to help students toward pro-
motion, graduation and becoming good 
citizens. Phoenix Immokalee is the last step 
in attempting to keep students from being 
expelled. Students must abide by a Behav-
ior Contract and maintain their academics 
for a specifi c time period.

Federal programs housed on site include 
Head Start.

Bethune Center construction on track for January 2012 opening

He reassured the group that he had re-
vived struggling schools before.

“I knew that I wanted a challenge,” Mr. 
McDevitt says. “But this was even more of a 
challenge.”

Low-income students commonly struggle 
in school. Their modest home lives provide 
fewer learning experiences than in affl uent 
households. And at Immokalee Community 
School, many of the students speak English 
as their second language.

But McDevitt attacked such thinking. 
These children were capable of matching 
their suburban peers, he argued. The school 
would teach and test them relentlessly, and 
celebrate every success.

He promptly:
-- Lengthened the school day by 40 min-

utes and devoted the time to math instruc-
tion.

-- Ordered that students be tested in math 
at least weekly.

-- Created a “Math Masters” board in the 

cafeteria, to carry photographs of high-scor-
ing math students.

-- Marshaled support staff, after-school 
teachers and volunteers to provide one-on-
one reading instruction, at least 15 minutes 
every day, for 50 struggling students.

-- Personally observed and mentored the 
teachers.

-- Used the school’s mascot – dragons – 
and the theme of fi re to rally the kids.

After the testing regimen began, a teacher 
posted a class-by-class list of average math 
scores near the teacher mailboxes. The list 
mysteriously vanished. But the teacher per-
sisted, and the weekly list became standard 
reading. Low-scoring teachers huddled with 
high-scoring teachers for advice. Test scores 
slowly rose.

“Teachers worked hard – really, really 
hard,” Ms. Jimenez said. “Jim gave them in-
credible confi dence in themselves.”

New FCAT scores, which arrived late in 
June, affi rmed the work. Immokalee Com-
munity had risen from the F to a C. Its scores 
showed the greatest improvement of any 
Collier County school. Immokalee Commu-
nity’s third graders posted the second-high-
est math scores of any third-grade group in 
the county.

When school resumed recently, everyone 
went to work to improve on the C. But the 
fi rst days of school were different this time. 
Television and newspaper teams visited to 

spread the news of success.
“The kids believe in themselves,” McDe-

vitt said. “The momentum is there. The fi re 
is being started.”

RCMA
Continued From Page 1

of the game, 39 to 28. 
Scoring in the game was tossed back and 

forth. Naples scored fi rst with a 34 yard run 
by senior quarter back Billy Crook in the 8th 
minute in the fi rst quarter. Immokalee fi red 
back with a 58 yard pass from stand out 
quarter back Tshumbi Johnson to sopho-
more wide receiver JC Jackson. 

The Golden Eagles had the lead at half-
time, 22 to 12 over the Indians. 

The Indians, after having a rough fi rst half 
fi lled with penalties, came out in the sec-
ond half focused and determined to fi nish 
strong. Quarter back Tshumbi Johnson took 
his game to another level. He ran the ball 
through and around a young but talented 
Naples defense. He fi nished the night with 
225 yards on the ground; two touchdowns 

and throwing for another two touchdowns 

through the air. 

The highlight of the game came on a 94-

yard touchdown run on a reverse play by 

junior running back Jacky Marcellus. The 

touchdown came during the third quarter 

and the Indians never looked back. 

The intensity of the Indians was defi nitely 

sky high for the game and they will have to 

carry it into Palmetto Ridge High School this 

Friday night. 

The Bears, who might not seem like a 

huge threat on paper, are certainly a team to 

be reckoned with. Not only are they coming 

off a huge upset over the Gulf Coast Sharks 

last Friday night, but the Bears also beat the 

Indians 45 to 13 a year ago. 

Game will be in Naples, at Palmetto Ridge 

High School. Kickoff will be 7:30.

IHS
Continued From Page 1



Lighthouse of Collier, Inc., Center for 
Blindness and Vision Loss and Florida Di-
vision of Blind Services collaborate to offer 
programs to help blind and visually impaired 
be independent in Collier.

Have you been recently diagnosed with 
Macular Degeneration, cataracts, tunnel vi-
sion or another eye condition? Who helps 
you learn how to socialize, navigate, com-
municate and feel safe in a sighted world? 

Lighthouse of Collier offers classes on ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday starting:

Sept. 20, through Oct. 27, or Nov. 8, 
through Dec. 22, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Please call 239-430-3934 to sign up. Seating 
is limited. 

The classes will teach: 
1. Skills for safe, independent navigation 

at home, work or in the community.
2. Skills to live independently and safely 

at home: Tactile medication labeling, cook-
ing, money identifi cation, grooming and 
other daily living tasks.

3. Use of assistance technology from 
large print displays and Braille, to accessing 
Email & Internet with talking PCs. 

Coping with Vision Loss
Imagine going blind or having any vision 

loss. Who helps you cope and to feel confi -
dent that you can live a healthy and produc-
tive life? Lighthouse of Collier offers classes 

in coping with vision loss. The classes are 
offered by appointment. Please call 239-430-
3934 to sign up. Seating is limited. 

Classes held at Lighthouse of Collier’s 
donated offi ce space at 424 Bayfront Place. 
The mission of the Lighthouse of Collier is to 
promote the development, implementation 
and on-going evaluation of programs and 
services which foster independence and en-
hance the quality of life for the blind, visually 
impaired and their caregivers. To learn more 
please visit www.lighthouseofcollier.org  or 
call 239-430-EYE4 (3934).

Lighthouse offers programs 
for blind/visually impaired 
residents in Collier County

HERE’S MY CARD!
These locally-owned small businesses appreciate your support!

YOUR CARD
THIS SPACE$90 FOR 6 WEEKS

Call 239-657-6000
or e-mail us at

cbadsales@newszap.com
to learn more
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9-11
On the tenth anniversary of 911 our lead-

ers continued to tell us that we are at risk 
for more terrorist attacks and that we were 
attacked because of who we are. Osama Bin 
Laden clearly told us that we were attacked 
because of our policies in the Middle East. 

Creating policies is one of the things we do, 

but it is not who we are.

I am concerned that the rhetoric of today 

avoids dealing with the moral compass and 

will not bring us hope for peace tomorrow.

Juan Puerto, M.D.

Immokalee

Letters to the Editor

The Rotary Club of Immokalee is look-
ing for World War II veterans who might be 
interested in a free, one-day, trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. as part of an Honor Flight Trib-
ute.

Our club voted to participate in this 
worthy tribute, said President Gary Ferran-
te, in order that we might be able to recog-
nize one of our veterans. Honor Flight was 
founded in 2005, and pays special tribute 
to World War II veterans, Gary added. Thus 
far, 63,000 men and women, those mem-
bers of the “Greatest Generation” who 
fought so valiantly for our freedom. Unfor-
tunately, these great Americans are dying 
at a rate of 1,200+ each day.

Honor Flight gives those veterans se-
lected a one-day excursion to our Nation’s 

Capital to visit their memorial and other pa-
triotic venues in Washington, D.C., includ-
ing the Tomb of the Unknowns, the Marine 
Corps Memorial, and others.

This one-day fl ight to Washington will 
depart from and return to Fort Myers In-
ternational at no cost to the veteran, and 
will provide the opportunity to say a huge 
‘Thank You’ for service to our country, Mr. 
Ferrante said. Rotarians will provide quali-
fi ed medical and ambulatory assistance 
when necessary. Interested veterans are 
asked to contact the Immokalee Rotary 
Club at P.O. Box 5274, Immokalee, FL 
34143 or watch for details on the District 
website and download an application at 
www.rotary6960.org. 

Rotary Club seeks WWII 
vets for Honor Flight Tribute

By Rick Heers
Special to the Immokalee Bulletin

In order to better serve our Immokalee 
community I HOPE will soon begin increas-
ing their hours at the I D C-I HOPE Distribu-
tion Center. As of Monday, Sept. 19, I HOPE 
will have its distribution center open from 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. fi ve days a week-Mon-
day-Friday, and will be open from 8:30-11:30 
a.m., on the fi rst and third Saturdays of each 
month. That means that the distribution cen-
ter will be open for business on Oct. 1 and 
15, Nov. 5 and 19, and Dec. 3 and 17. 

The I HOPE Distribution Center is open 
to families for a $25 annual membership fee, 
and for businesses/churches/non-profi ts for 
an annual membership fee of $100. Avail-
able to any in our community are lawn tools-
lawnmowers, weed-eaters, chain saws, 

blowers-- pressure washers, compressors, 

windows, tile, carpet, cabinets, appliances, 

toilets, sinks, showers, door knobs, interior 

and exterior lights, ceiling fans, and used fur-

niture, to name a few of the items. All items 

are available for a donation to I HOPE that 

is 20-30 percent of what you would pay on 

the market. Not all items are always avail-

able, and all items are cash and carry - no 

deliveries are available-cash or checks only 

at present.

The I D C and I HOPE offi ce are located 

at 2050 Commerce Avenue, Suite #7, at the 

TMI building in the Tradeport Technology 

Park, off C.R. 846. You may call David Grove 

or Rick Heers at the offi ce-239-657-3889. 

I HOPE expands hours to 
help the community more

The Immokalee Community Rede-
velopment Advisory Board will hold a 
public workshop Sept. 15, from 6-9 p.m., 
Southwest FL Works, 750 South 5th Street, 
Immokalee, to review the draft Land Devel-
opment Regulations for Immokalee. These 
regulations govern the construction design 
and development throughout the Immoka-
lee area. If you have a questions or con-

cerns regarding such regulations please 

plan on attending.

Interpreters will be available in Span-

ish and Creole. For a copy of the draft LDR 

please call Christie Betancourt at 239-252-

2313 or pick up a copy at our new CRA 

offi ce located at 1320 North 15th Street, 

Immokalee. 

Land Development Regulation (LDR) Workshop planned

Weather forecast for County from the Na-
tional Weather Service

Local Forecast
Thursday: Isolated showers. Sunny, 

with a high near 93. North wind between 
3 and 5 mph. Chance of precipitation is 10 
percent.

Thursday night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 70. East wind between 3 and 6 
mph. 

Extended Forecast
Friday: A 20 percent chance of show-

ers and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 93. East wind between 3 and 6 
mph. 

Friday night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 69. East wind between 6 and 8 
mph. 

Saturday: A 30 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 93. Saturday night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 70. 

Sunday: A 40 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 92. Sunday night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Part-
ly cloudy, with a low around 75. 

Monday: A 40 percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 90.

Weather Forecast
Empowerment Alliance of Southwest 

Florida & Florida Community Bank will 
host a Homebuyer Workshop on Sat-
urday, Sept. 17, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
at  House of Prayer, 401 S. 2ND Street, 
Immokalee - (light lunch included).

This workshop will give prospective 
homebuyers a comprehensive under-
standing of: Readiness to buy a home;  
Obtaining fi nancing; Responsibilities 
of home ownership; Budgeting; Credit 
scores & Ways to improve them; Select-
ing a home; Protecting your investment

Registration is limited so register early 
by calling Angela Johnson at 239-658-
3325.

Homebuyer Workshop set
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Learning a
new language
By Joe Landon
Collier County District 
Schools

If you have a student in 
your family who is an English 
Language Learner, you’ll be 
happy to know that you have 
an opportunity each day to learn what the 
English Language Learners program is all 
about, and how to make the most of it for 
your child. And it’ll be easy to learn ways 
you can help your child since there is a TV 
show you can watch full of the information 
you need. It’s called Passport to America 
and the good news is that the information 
that’s shared can be viewed and listened to 
in three languages: English, Spanish, and 
Creole. Topics cover just about every aspect 
of school life for students who are English 
Language Learners – everything from read-
ing for meaning, to getting ready for math, 
to expressing ideas in speech and writing, 
to many, many more. There are 19 new 
shows produced each school year. Again, 
we’ve tried to make watching Passport to 
America as easy as possible, putting it on 
TV at 6 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. each day on The 
Education Channel, Comcast cable 99, and 
online at www.collierschools.com.

Even if you aren’t able to watch when 
the show is on TV or is streamed online, 
we have what we call “Webisodes” of 

Passport to America archived 
on our Web site – again at 
www.collierschools.com. 
Just click on The Education 
Channel icon on our home 
page, go to The Education 
Channel menu item on the 
left side of the page, and click 
on “Videos on Demand” to 
get to the Webisodes to pick 
a topic of interest.

If you are the parent or guardian of one 
of our Collier County Public Schools’ stu-
dents, we’d like to hear from you. Parents 
tell us that communicating electronically, 
using e-mail, works best. That in mind, 
if you have an e-mail address, we’re ask-
ing you to share it with us so that we, in 
turn, can share information you need or 
want about your child’s school or his or 
her school district. When we need to reach 
you instantly, as would be the case in the 
event of weather-related school closings, 
having your e-mail address is critically im-
portant. With a couple of months left in the 
hurricane season, this is a timely reminder. 
Having your e-mail address will also help 
us reach you when we have info to share 
in a school or school district newsletter. By 
now you’ve no doubt heard that commu-
nication is the passion of our new Super-
intendent, Dr. Kamela Patton. I know that 
she wants to communicate with you, and 
again, e-mail seems to be the most effi cient 
way to do just that. We hope to connect 
with you!

Students First

The Ronald McDonald 
Care Mobile visited Mike Davis 
Elementary School (MDE) on 
Tuesday to launch the “Smiles 
Across America Program.” Dr. 
Kamela Patton, Superinten-
dent of Collier County Public 
Schools, participated in Tues-
day’s launch ceremony, along 
with half a dozen MDE second 
grade students.

The Smiles Across Amer-
ica Program will allow 500 
second grade children at fi ve 
Collier County schools to 
visit the Care Mobile again 
this year. Each second grade 
student will receive dental 
exams with dental sealants 
on permanent teeth at no 
cost, thanks to a partnership 
with Collier Health Services (CHS) and 
Oral Health America. The sealants will be 
applied by University of Florida dental stu-
dents and by CHS Dental Director, Dr. Kel-
ley Johnson, who will also be providing 
direct supervision of the students. The fi ve 
elementary schools that will participate are 

Lake Trafford, Manatee, Mike Davis, Park-
side, and Pinecrest.

The Collier County Smiles Across 
America Partnership is made possible by 
two grants - $50,000 from the Wal-Mart 
Foundation and $20,000 from Oral Health 
America.

School district launches 
‘Smiles Across America’ 

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/CCPS
Dr. Kamela Patton, administrators from partici-
pating schools and various organizations, and 
Mike Davis Elementary School second grade stu-
dents come together to launch the Collier County 
Smiles Across America program.

The schools in your community are in-
viting parents and community members to 
be involved in the schools’ planning pro-
cesses. School Advisory Councils (SAC’s) 
are for parents and community members 
with interest in fi lling a meaningful advisory 
role supporting schools. All SAC meetings 
at all Collier County Public Schools are an-
nounced monthly and open to all communi-
ty members and parents; in addition, many 
schools have SAC membership seats open 
that need to be fi lled soon. It is hoped that 
you will contact your local school principal 
about the SAC schedule and meetings and 
attend a CCPS SAC WORKSHOP. 

SAC Workshops for all Collier County 

community members and parents wanting 

to learn more about getting involved with 

their school SAC’s, to understand SAC ba-

sics, and to provide SAC training and tools, 

are being held in NAPLES and in IMMOKA-

LEE soon. 

•Immokalee SAC Workshop – 7 p.m. on 

Tuesday, Sept. 27, in the cafeteria of Immoka-

lee Middle School located at 401 9th Street 

(in Immokalee). Parents and community 

members supporting Immokalee schools 

are encouraged to attend.

School Advisory Councils host 
Community information workshops

Collier County Public Schools’ annual 

College Night is right around the corner!  

Students and parents are cordially invited 

to the program taking place 4:30-7 p.m. on 

Thursday, Sept. 22, in the Golden Gate High 

School gymnasium (2925 Titan Way).

Approximately 100 colleges and univer-

sities will send representatives to College 

Night. For additional college resources, in-

formation, and decision-making questions 

go to: http://www.collierschools.com/stu-

dent_services/college.asp. 

Throughout the evening, students and 

parents will have the opportunity to visit 

with the various college and university rep-

resentatives. Representatives will provide 

information about programs offered, en-

trance requirements, expenses, fi nancial 

aid, campus life, and more.

To learn more please contact Christo-

pher Smith, Counselor on Special Assign-

ment/Secondary School Counseling, at 

239-377-0515 or via e-mail at smithch@

collierschools.com.

Annual College night coming soon



Celebrations
fl.newszap.com/celebrations

Engaged? Just married? Golden anniversary? 
Birthday? Holiday? New baby?

Share your news in print and online

For a modest charge, 
each package includes:

 

 

and family 

Submit your good news today at 
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Gift will assist low-income 
children in Collier County

While drowning is undeniably tragic, it 
is also preventable. That’s why 21st Century 
Oncology is diving into a water safety initia-
tive in Collier County with a recent donation 
of $20,000 to drowning prevention programs 
through the Safe and Healthy Children’s Co-
alition of Collier County (SHCCCC). 

Drowning is the leading cause of injury-
related death among children under age 
four in Florida, and every year thousands 
of children are treated in emergency rooms 
for drowning-related incidents. In Collier 
County, the NCH Healthcare System Emer-
gency Departments treated 70 water related 
incidents involving infants and children in 
2010. There were 19 children admitted to 
the Pediatric Intensive Care or Pediatric Step 
Down Unit with six of the 19 requiring as-
sistance with their breathing via intubation 
and airway support. Additionally, Physicians 
Regional Healthcare System saw 7 water-re-
lated incidents involving infants and children 
that required treatment at their emergency 
room between 2009-2010. 

“21st Century Oncology’s contribution 
will help 500 disadvantaged children in Col-
lier County learn water safety through our 
Swim Central program,” said Dr. Todd Ved-
der, chair, Safe & Healthy Children’s Coali-
tion of Collier County and Chairman of Pe-
diatrics at NCH Healthcare System. “Water 
safety lessons have been proven to decrease 

the risk of a child being a victim of a non-
fatal or fatal drowning. The more children 
who learn this lifesaving skill, the more likely 
we can reduce the number of drowning inci-
dents in Collier County.”

“The physicians and staff of 21st Century 
Oncology are proud to be a part of this water 
safety initiative,” said Daniel Doseretz, M.D., 
of 21st Century Oncology. “Surrounded as 
we are by water, it is critical that every child 
growing up in Southwest Florida has a basic 
understanding of water safety and what they 
can do to keep themselves safe.”

Through the SWIM Central Program, Cer-
tifi ed Water Safety Instructors and Lifeguards 
will provide ten, 30-minute swim lessons 
over a two week time period. These curric-
ulum-based lessons will focus on fl oating, 
calling for help and being able to jump, kick 
and return to the pool wall. 

The goal of SHCCCC is to continue to 
facilitate partnerships with local agencies 
to develop synergistic programs that ad-
dress defi ned health and injury prevention 
issues involving Collier County youth. With 
the help of donations from supporters such 
as 21st Century Oncology, we will continue 
to make a difference in the lives of Collier 
County Children. For more information 
about the Safe and Healthy Children’s Coali-
tion of Collier County contact Paula DiGrigoli 
at: 239-252-5361, or visit the Coalition on Fa-
cebook at:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Safe-
Healthy-Childrens-Coalition-of-Collier-
County/166142276738548

21st Century Oncology supports drowning prevention efforts

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin
Daniel Dosoretz, MD, co-Founder and CEO of 21st Century Oncology, presents 
a gift of support for drowning prevention programs to Paula DiGrigoli, Vice-
Chair, Safe & Healthy Children’s Coalition of Collier County and Health Educa-
tor Consultant at the Collier County Health Department and Allen Weiss, MD, 
President and CEO of NCH Healthcare System.

Edison State College Collier Campus, 
in conjunction with Southwest Florida 
Works, is hosting a Career Fair from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., on Thursday, Sept. 29. It’s 
free and open to all interested students and 
the public. 

The Collier Campus Career Fair is broad 
based in focus and has three major com-
ponents. There is a “transfer component” 
for those interested in pursuing new edu-
cational opportunities from colleges and 
universities statewide. There is a “job fair 
component” and there will be employers 
and several area companies looking for tal-

ented professionals. There is also a “Mini-

versity” component and throughout the 

day, there will be free seminars covering 

everything from writing great cover letters 

and resumes to helpful interview tips.

The Edison State College Collier Cam-

pus, 7007 Lely Cultural Parkway, is located 

off Collier Boulevard, three miles north of 

Tamiami Trail East. Additional information 

is available by calling the Career Services 

Center on the Collier campus, 239-732-

3709 or email: grhine@edison.edu.

Edison State College Collier Campus Career Fair Set 

Classes start Oct. 6

Edison State College Collier Campus, in 
partnership with the University of Florida, is 
now offering a pharmacy technician training 
program with an internship. 

The 14-week course provides students 
the skills needed to assist a pharmacist in 
the packaging and mixing of prescriptions, 
maintaining client records, assisting with in-
ventory control and purchasing. The course 
also includes an 80-hour externship. Students 
will then be eligible to apply for certifi cation 
by the Pharmacy Technician Certifi cation 

Board and meet the training requirements 
of the State Board of Pharmacy. Registration 
is now underway and enrollment is limited 
to only 10 students. Tuition is $3,900 and in-
cludes text books. Classes meet on Thurs-
day evenings and Saturday mornings from 
Oct. 6, through Jan. 21, 2012.

To register for this class, call 239-732-
3128 or to download the form, visit: edison.
edu/collier/ce.

The Edison State College Collier Campus, 
7007 Lely Cultural Parkway, is located off 
Collier Boulevard, three miles north of Ta-
miami Trail East. 

Pharmacy Tech program offered 
at Edison College Collier Campus



FOOD SERVICES
COORDINATOR 

PACE Collier is seeking
experienced Food

Services Coordinator 
w/prior school cafeteria 

experience, a food 
managers license 

and/or food handlers
certifi cate preferred. 

Please apply
online at:

www.pacecenter.org
or in person at:

160 N 1st St.
Immokalee, FL

MANAGER Wanted for
pecan orchard in
Albany, Georgia.  

Farming experience
required preferably

orange grove.
SEND RESUME TO:
The Graham Farms,

P. O. Box 1108,
Moore Haven, FL  33471

Business
Opportunities

NOTICE

Independent Newspapers 
will never accept any ad-
vertisement that is illegal 
or considered fraudulent. 
In all cases of ques-
tionable value, such as 
promises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it 
sounds too good to be 
true, chances are that it 
is. If you have questions 
or doubts about any ad 
on these pages, we ad-
vise that before respond-
ing or sending money 
ahead of time, you check 
with the Better Business 
Bureau at 772-878-2010 
for previous complaints.

Some 800 and 900 tele-
phone numbers may re-
quire an extra charge, as 
well as long distance toll 
costs. We will do our best 
to alert our reader of 
these charges in the ads, 
but occasionally we may 
not be aware of the 
charges. Therefore, if 
you call a number out of 
your area, use caution.

MIRA VERDE
MOVE IN SPECIAL, 1st MONTH 
FREE! $20.00 Application Fee

Lower Security Deposit
***With Approved Credit***

• 2 BEDROOMS AT $364.00 PER MONTH
• 3 BEDROOMS AT $411.00 PER MONTH
• 4 BEDROOMS AT $464.00 PER MONTH

           LOCATED AT:            CALL US AT:
   6760 Santa Fe North    (863)675-3339   
            LaBelle, FL

Here’s the keys to your new home!

Aqui estan las llaves de su nueva casa!

MIRA VERDE
ESPECIAL DE ENTRADA
PIMER MES GRATIS!!

$20.00 cargo de aplicacion
Deposito de Seguridad Bajos

***Con Credito Aprovado***

• 2 RECAMARRAS  A  $364.00 POR MES
• 3 RECAMARRAS  A  $411.00 POR MES
• 4 RECAMARRAS  A  $464.00 POR MES

    LOCALIZADOS EN:      LLAMENOS AL:
  6760 Santa FeNorth    (863)675-3339   
           LaBelle, FL

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

DIESEL MECHANIC--WELDER

Work on engines, transmissions drive 
train, brakes, chassis, diagnosis and re-
pairs on equipment such as tractors, cul-
tivators, discs, land prep equipment, 
sprayers, etc. and other industrial equip-
ment such as bulldozers, backhoes, sta-
tionary pumps, and over the road 
equipment, etc. 

• Ability to weld with mig and tig 
• Ability to use a plasma cutter, air arc, 

acetylene-oxygen torch and related 
equipment 

• Possess welding tools related to job 
• Ability to read blueprints and layout 

work 
• Ability to work with overhead crane 

and other various lifting devices in-
cluding proper rigging 

• Must be qualifi ed as a Journeyman 
Welder and Journeyman Mechanic 

Apply online at   www.ussugar.com 

Email  Jdooley@ussugar.com

Time to clean out the
attic, basement and/or
garage? Advertise your
yard sale in the classi-
fieds and make your
clean up a breeze!

Employment
Full Time

Need a few more bucks
to purchase something
deer? Pick up some
extra bucks when you
sell your used items in
the classifeids.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Apartments

IMMOKALEE 
CORAL PINES

Apts. 601 to 613 Nassau St., 
2BR, Central A/C, heat, carpet, 
verticals, laundry on premises. 

Convenient location in 
quiet residential area. 

$600 includes water/sewer/trash. 
No Application Fee.

Ask About Senior Citizen Discount.
Apply at 601 Nassau St. #4

Immokalee or
Call 239-694-1951

Esperanza Place
2693 Marianna Way, 

#308

Available for
Immediate
Occupancy

3Br/2Ba Apartments
Handicap units available

Rental assistance 
available

to qualifi ed households
Rental Rates start at 

$635 plus utilities
Income limits apply.
 Must be farm or 

grove labor 
employed

Rental applications 
available at

the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-2009

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Apartments

Sanders Pines
2449 Sanders Pines 

Circle

Available for Imme-
diate Occupancy

$99 Move In Special 
for 1st Month’s Rent

Must be farm or grove 
labor employed

2Br/1Ba, 3Br/1Ba 
Apartments

Starting at $500 
plus utilities.

Central AC, VCT tile, 
Elec Appl

Community Gardens
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Apartments

Timber Ridge
2726 Wilton Court

(Rental Offi ce:  2449 
Sanders Pines Circle)

Available for Imme-
diate Occupancy

$99 Move In Special 
for 1st Month’s Rent

Must be farm or grove 
labor employed

3Br/1Ba Single Family 
Home

Starting at $700 plus 
utilities.

Central HVAC, Elec 
Appliance

Washers/Dryers
Rental applications 

available at
the Rental Offi ce 
or call 657-8333

Mon-Fri, 
8:00AM-5:00PM

(TDD 1-800-955-8771)
Equal Housing 

Opportu-
nity

Condos/Townhouses
Rent

LEHIGH DUPLEX - 3br, 
2ba, carport, exc. 
cond., Mirror Lakes 
area, close to SR 82, No 
pets, $650/mo. 
(239)369-9567

TRAFFORD PINE
ESTATES INC.

• 3 BR & 2 BR

CBS Construction All
include Stove, Refrig., 
Air, Ceiling Fans, Util. 
Rm. w/W&D Hookup, 
Sound Barrier Between 
Apt./Twnhs. Free Trash 
Pickup, Free Lawn Ser-
vice. Pets Allowed w/  
Deposit. Walk to Store.  

NEW 
Management
Privately Owned

Call (239)867-4265

When doing those chores
is doing you in, it’s time
to look for a helper in
the classifieds.
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For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

ApartmentsApartments

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

Your community directory is a click away!

newszap.com
Free Speech Free Ads

Your community directory is a click away!



Join The Shelter for Abused Women & 

Children’s Immokalee Outreach Offi ce for 

“Knowing Your Finances,” an Allstate Finan-

cial Literacy Program, Saturday, Sept. 17, 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Collier County 
Health Department, 419 North First Street, 
Immokalee.

Join experts in their fi elds to discuss:
• Credit/budgeting - Ana Salazar, Hous-

ing Director, Empowerment Alliance of 
Southwest Florida

• Income taxes - Karyn Cavero, Unit 
Head, Low Income Taxpayer Clinic, Legal 
Aid of Collier County

• Banking - Bernardo Barnhart, Vice 
President, Florida Community Bank

• Auto and home insurance options 
- Renee Moisan, Allstate Agent, Brooks In-

surance Services In addition to the courses, 
participants will also enjoy raffl e prizes. 

This program, made possible by the All-
state Foundation and the National Network 
to End Domestic Violence, utilizes Allstate’s 
“Moving Ahead through Money Manage-
ment” fi nancial literacy curriculum coupled 
with the Florida Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence’s “Economic Empowerment Pro-
gram” and local resources.

For more information on “Knowing 
Your Finances,” please call The Shelter’s 
Immokalee Outreach Offi ce at 239-765-
5700, ext. 206. 

ROOFING

HOME SECURITY

AUCTION

BUSINESS &
SERVICE

DIRECTORY

NOTICE OF MEETING

There will be a Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Im-
mokalee Water & Sewer District on Wednesday, September 21, 2011 at 3:30 
P.M. at the offi ce of the Immokalee Water & Sewer District, located at 1020 
Sanitation Rd, Immokalee, FL 34142.

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
 1. Call to Order 
 2. Preliminaries
     A. Pledge of Allegiance
     B.  Roll Call
     C. Adoption of Agenda  
     D.  Employee Recognition
          1.  July- Employee of the Month-Zacarias Herrera 
     E. Public Concerns
     F.   Staff Good Cause Items     
     G. Board Concerns
     H. Old Business
      I. New Business               
 3. Consent Agenda 
     A. Adoption of Minutes
          1.  August 17, 2011 Regular Meeting
          2.  August 17, 2011 Budget Meeting
     B. Civil Rights Compliance Report
     C. August Budget Review
     D. Fixed Assets Acquisitions-Disposals 
    E. Various Reports
     F.   USDA/FDEP Reporting for Stimulus Money
     G.  Project Change Orders       
     H.   Engineer’s Report - AECOM
      I.   Director’s Report
4. Action Agenda
     A. Recommendation on RFQ’S for Engineering Contract 
5. Discussion Agenda
     A. Attorney’s Report   
6. Other Public Interests
7. Adjournment
397201 IB 9/15/2011

Houses - Rent

Farm Worker Village
 invites you to come 
home. Available now 
1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom 

rental homes, starting 
as low as $425 per 

month. You may qualify 
for Rental assistance. 

Please Call us at: 
239-657-3649
 or stop by at 

1800  Farm Worker Way.

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Mobile Home Sale

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels

561-721-2230

For more listings,
go to

www.newszap.com

Public Notice

RCMA School Board
Meeting Notice
For Immokalee

Community School

The RCMA School Board Meeting 
will take place on Monday, Sept. 
26, 2011.  The meeting will be held 
at the University of Florida Gulf 
Coast Research & Education Cen-
ter, 14625 CR 672, Wimauma, 
Florida.  The School Board Meeting 
begins at 12:30 PM and is open to 
the public.  Questions or concerns, 
please call Maria Jimenez at 
(239) 289-7995.
397692 IB 9/15/2011
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www.newszap.com
click on

classifieds

Reading a newspaper
helps you understand
the world around you.
No wonder newspaper
readers are more suc-
cessful people!

Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

Since opening their doors in 1998, PACE 
Center for Girls has served over 600 girls in 
the Immokalee Community. PACE stands 
for Practical, Academic, Cultural, Education. 
The girls who attend PACE are assigned a 
Counselor and an Academic Advisor to as-
sist them on their journey to becoming a 
fearless female! While in the program, the 
girls work on social goals such as increas-
ing their self-esteem, developing healthy 
relationships and increasing school atten-
dance, to name a few. Their academic goals 

help them remain on track or allow them 
to reach their correct grade level, if they are 
behind. When the girls complete the pro-
gram, the Transition Services Coordinator 
maintains contact with them for 3 years in 
order to continue to provide support and 
other services.

PACE is proud to announce that over the 
summer, 20 girls successfully completed the 
program and either graduated or returned 
to public school! This is a great accomplish-
ment as these young ladies now have the 

opportunity to put their skills to the test out-
side of the Center. PACE staff are extremely 
proud of these girls and look forward to a 
very successful year!

If you know a girl who can benefi t from 
all that PACE has to offer or if you would like 
to see fi rsthand what goes on at the Center, 
please feel free to stop by 160 N. First Street 
in Immokalee or call 239-377-9860 to sched-
ule a tour. PACE is changing lives, one girl 
at a time!

PACE Center for Girls - Change a girl, Change the World

Shelter outreach offi ce to host fi nance workshop

The Collier County Health Department 
(CCHD) promotes rabies awareness, edu-
cation, and prevention by celebrating World 
Rabies Day on Sept. 28. From 2008-2010 the 
Collier County Health Department investi-
gated an average of 52 cases per year where 
an animal bit a human and post-exposure 
(after the bite) rabies treatment was recom-
mended to prevent rabies transmission. Col-
lier County health offi cials remind residents 
that rabies prevention begins at home. 
World Rabies Day provides an opportunity 
to increase awareness of a serious disease 
that affects humans and animals. Prevent-
ing rabies is as simple as ensuring adequate 
vaccination of pets and farm animals, avoid-
ing contact with wild animals, and educat-
ing those at risk.

The worldwide campaign aims to raise 
awareness and resources to enhance pre-
vention and control of rabies, with the 
overall vision of successful human rabies 
prevention and elimination of dog-to-dog 
transmission of rabies. Founded by the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and the Alliance for Rabies Control, 
a United Kingdom charity, the World Rabies 
Day initiative aims to bring together relevant 
partners in an effort to address rabies pre-
vention and control.

Rabies is caused by a virus that people 
and other mammals can get through certain 
exposures to the saliva or nervous tissue 
from a rabid animal and is nearly always fa-
tal without proper post-exposure treatment. 
When an animal is infected with rabies, the 
virus is shed in the saliva and can be passed 
to another animal or a person, usually 
through a bite. Transmission may also oc-
cur if this saliva or the animal’s nervous tis-
sue enters open wounds, the mouth, nose 

or eyes of another animal or person. 
Thirty-two counties in Florida have re-

ported 61 animal rabies cases during the 
period January 1, 2011-July 31, 2011. Rac-
coons account for 43 of the 61 cases. Unvac-
cinated outdoor cats are the domestic ani-
mal particularly at risk for developing rabies 
in Florida. Because of good animal vaccina-
tion programs and human post-exposure 
treatment, rabies is an uncommon human 
disease in the U.S. Typically 1-3 cases of hu-
man rabies are reported per year in the U.S. 
During 2009 four human rabies cases from 
the U.S. and Puerto Rico were reported to 
the CDC.

If your pet, farm animal, or any wild ani-
mal bites you or someone, you should wash 
the wound thoroughly with soap and water 
for at least 5 minutes, contact your physi-
cian immediately, and report the bite to the 
local health department and/or local animal 
control services. If your pet or farm animal 
is bitten by another animal, you should con-
tact local animal control services, and your 
veterinarian immediately and have him/her 
examine your pet and assess your pet’s vac-
cination needs.

CCHD promotes, protects and improves 
the health of all people in Collier County. 
Please protect your family and join the Col-
lier County Health Department and other 
community agencies in raising awareness 
about this serious disease, and the meth-
ods for preventing it. For more information 
about rabies and World Rabies Day, please 
visit www.worldrabiesday.org or http://
www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/medi-
cine/rabies/World_Rabies_Day.html.

World Rabies Day awareness recognized
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Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
Full house of Indian fans came out to Gary Bates Stadium on Friday night, Sept. 
9, to see a good game between Immokalee and longtime rival team, Naples 
High School Golden Eagles. After a fi rst half struggle, the Indians spirit pre-
vailed with a win of 39-28.

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera 
Golden Eagles Defense try to contain Tshumbi Johnson with no success during 
the game on Friday, Sept. 9. Indians took over the second half winning 39-28. 

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/Adam Herrera
A moment of silence was observed before Friday night’s game against Naples in 
honor of those lost on and following the 9-11 Terror Attacks on the U.S. (above 
left). Tshumbi Johnson and Jacky Marcellus celebrate after 24 yd., run for one 
of his two running and two passing TDs for the game.
 

Special to the Immokalee Bulletin/RCMA

A slight mustard problem
Principal Jim McDevitt of Immokalee Community School helps kindergartner 
Aaric Cintron open his mustard in the school cafeteria. It was just days after 
Mr. McDevitt arrived at the Immokalee School when he was informed that 
the school failed to make the grade - the only “F” school in the district. The 
school is now a solid “C” and rising after a year of hard work and new ideas 
posed a challenge to students, faculty and staff.

Indians vs. Golden Eagles, 39-28 Indians vs. Golden Eagles, 39-28 
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