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David Courson,
the 39-year-old
county man

charged with manslaughter
in the vehicular death of
his six-year-old daughter in
January, plead no contest to
six counts last week and
was sentenced to 15 years
in prison.

Courson, who was sched-
uled for a jury trial on Wednesday, Aug. 27, en-
tered his plea before Circuit Court Judge Karen
Gievers on Monday morning, Aug. 11.

Courson plead no contest to one count each of
aggravated manslaughter of  a child, lewd or las-
civious battery, and solicitation of  a minor via a
computer device, plus three counts of  possession
of  child pornography.

The court adjudicated Courson guilty on the
counts of  aggravated manslaughter of  a child and
lewd and lascivious battery and sentenced him to
15 years on each, to be served concurrently in the
Department of  Corrections, followed by 10 years
of  probation as a sex offender.

The court adjudicated him guilty on each of
the other four charges and sentenced him to five

years on each, to be served concurrent with the
15-year sentence. He was given credit for 203 days
served in the county jail, prior to imposition of
the sentence.

The charges stemmed from the death of  six-
year-old Rebecca Courson, who was struck by a
pickup truck in the front yard of  her parents’
property off  St. Augustine Road on the evening of
Jan. 20. 

Upon arriving on the scene, according to the
Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) arrest report and
the probable cause affidavit, the officer discov-
ered that a 13-year-old girl had driven the truck
that had struck the child and that the 13-year-old
was possibly under the influence of  alcohol.  

Besides the 13-year-old girl and the victim, the
only others on the property at the time of  the ac-
cident were Courson and his eight-year-old son
and 12-year-old daughter. 

The officer determined that the left rear tire 
Please See 
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ECB Publishing
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The new fire
station is
progressing

rapidly in its final
weeks of  construction.

Though the first
few months seemed to

drag by—due, in part,
to flooding—the final
leg has progressed
quickly. In about a
month’s time, the build-
ing has gone from a
skeletal shell to having
the electricity run,
sheet rock hung, and
fixtures in place. In

short, it actually looks
like something JCFR
personnel could use.

Said Chief  Mark
Matthews, “The origi-
nal flooding was due to
the ground and a cer-
tain grate. The depart-
ment of  transportation
used this area before it

sat vacant. There were
great big trucks haul-
ing rock and gravel
coming through every
day. Well, a little spilled
gravel here, some dirt
there, and all those
heavy trucks pounding 
Please See
FIRE STATION Page 3
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Je f f e r s o n
County was
set to host the

annual Agricultural In-
novator of  the Year
award ceremony and
luncheon at the Monti-
cello Opera House on
Thursday, Aug. 21.

Sponsored by the
Farm Credit of  North-
west Florida and the
University of  Florida
IFAS Extension, the
event each year honors
those farmers and
ranchers considered
the most innovative in
the 16 counties that
make up the Florida
Panhandle, with the

agriculture extension
agents in each of  the
counties choosing the
nominees. 

This year makes the
fourth that the two or-
ganizations have joined
together to honor the
nominees and ulti-
mately select one as the
2014 Northwest Florida
Innovator of  the Year.

Last year, Tracie
and Stephen Fulford, of
Fulford Family Farms
in Jefferson County,
were named 2013 North-
west Florida Innovator
of  the Year in a cere-
mony at the Jackson
County Agricultural
Conference Center in
Marianna. 

Which explains

why the event is being
held in Monticello this
year, according to Jef-
ferson County Exten-
sion agent Jed Dillard.

“Jefferson County
is hosting this dis-
trictwide event because
Stephen and Tracie Ful-
ford were recognized as
the 2013 Northwest
Florida Innovator of
the Year,” Dillard said,
adding that the event
would include a tour of
Fulford Farms.

He said Jefferson
County’s nominee for
the 2014 Northwest
Florida Innovator of
the Year award was
Simpson Nurseries. 
Please See
INNOVATORS Page 3
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The Jefferson
County Com-
mission has

scheduled a budget
workshop for 6 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 25,
largely to decide what
contributions it will
make to nongovern-
mental organizations. 

As Clerk of  Court
Kirk Reams noted in an
Aug. 18 email to com-
missioners, the budget
is basically balanced at
this point, with the ex-
ception of  the requests
for money from the
Economic Development
Council (EDC), Cham-
ber of  Commerce, Mon-
ticello Main Street and
Small Business Devel-
opment Program. 

“I am requesting
that these organiza-
tions appear at the
workshop to discuss
their respective budget
requests with the
board,” Reams wrote in
the email, adding that
the fire department
also had been invited to
attend the session.

At least two of  the
nongovernmental or-
ganizations — the
chamber and the EDC
— are asking that their
contribution be in-
creased. 

Per the chamber’s
written request, the or-
ganization is asking for
$10,000, up from the
$7,500 the county con-
tributed last year.

“The Chamber of
Commerce is working
hard to help local busi-
nesses, both chamber
members and non-
chamber members,
grow and succeed,” the
chamber’s letter reads.
“We have some ambi-
tious projects planned
for our upcoming fiscal
year that will promote
Monticello, Monticello
businesses and Jeffer-
son County.”

The EDC is request-
ing $45,000, an increase
of  $15,000 from the pre-
vious year’s contribu-
tion.

“We are mindful of
the county’s limited re-
sources and have not

requested a budget in-
crease in several
years,” the EDC letter
states. “However, our
workload and expenses
have increased signifi-
cantly and we cannot
sustain our current
level of  activity with-
out additional re-
sources.” 

Reams explained
that the fire depart-
ment was not asking
for money, as its budget
comes solely from the
revenues of  the fire as-
sessment. The reason
for its inclusion in the
invitation was in case
commissioners had
questions about the de-
partment’s budget or
its new sources of  rev-
enues, he said.

A worksheet ac-
companying the email
shows total estimated
revenues of  $7,636,350
from ad-valorem and
non ad-valorem sources
in the coming fiscal
year, up $181,018 from
the current fiscal year’s
total estimated rev-
enues of  $7,455,332. 

As of  May 31 of  the
current fiscal year,
which ends Sept. 30, the
county had actually col-
lected $4,506,368.40 of
the estimated revenues.   
A breakdown of  some
of  the estimated rev-
enues for the coming
2014-15 fiscal year — in-
dicating both projected
increases and de-
creases — shows
$503,097 from the
Amendment 1 offset, a
decrease of  $7,312 from
the current year;
$70,368 for the Amend-
ment 4 offset, an in-
crease of  $4,460 from
the current year;
$560,051 for the fiscally
constrained funding, a
decrease of  $11,114
from the current year;
state revenue sharing
of  $324,384, a decrease
of  $26,932 from the cur-
rent year; local govern-
ment half-cent tax,
$1,039,287, up $133,280
from the current year;
and sales tax revenue
of  $714,432, down
$21,009 from the cur-
rent year.
Please See
BUDGET Page 3
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Florida’s sea-
sonally ad-
j u s t e d

unemployment re-
mained at 6.2 percent in
July, unchanged from
the previous month and
the same as the national
rate. 

Even so, the 6.2 per-
cent rate is a far cry
from the 7.3 percent rate
of  a year ago, according
to the Florida Depart-
ment of  Economic Op-
portunity (FDEO), 
Please See
JOBLESS Page 3

Man Charged With Manslaughter
In Daughter’s Death Is Sentenced  

David Courson

Rebecca Courson

Fire Station Progresses Rapidly

After a short delay, due in part to flooding, the new Jefferson County Fire and Rescue building is

progressing repidly. The building is expected to be finished either in late September or early October.

Chief Mark Matthews and the firefighters hope to move in by the end of October.

Commission Set To Deal
With Final Budget Items

Event Recognizes
Innovators In Ag

Florida’s
Jobless Rate

Steady At
6.2 Percent



Dear Readers and fellow
Residents,

I am contributing my
thoughts Today , not be-
cause I desire any Credit ,
nor do I seek any recogni-
tion , but rather because
as a Monticello Resident ,
and one whom may be
here awhile , I would not
only like to see better-
ment in the way things
are done , but to see the
Town as a whole ACTU-
ALLY grow and Prosper.

The problems or at
least some of  them to my
mindset are as follows:

1. Schools and Jobs  : 
Why is it that every

time there is a District
that is below grade , the
answer seems to be more
taxes , and money thrown
at it?  This is absurd and
NOT viable.  The fact of
the matter is the problem
stems from 2 places  .  No
Work ethic or Rules in the
Home for many Children
, and No will to succeed. 

In the Early days ,
MANY students did NOT
have an Ipad in every
classroom , and very little
material furnished . Yet
because of  different Gen-
erational values , they
drove themselves , aided

by fair but stern Parents
to succeed in Life.  Far too
many are now lax , in-
stead of  implementing
PASS/FAIL policies , we
have now lowered the bar
so just about anyone who
can spell their own name
gets a Diploma     Unac-
ceptable in a time when
we as a Nation are in a
Race to the Bottom com-
peting with Foreign Pow-
ers.

Do not just throw
good folks money into the
fire. If  failing upsets little
Timmy , then perhaps it
is time for Timmy to
WORK HARDER and
earn it.

Jobs :  Why do we
VOTE DOWN every Big
Company that seems to
want to come to Jefferson
, bringing with it Jobs ,
Paychecks , Opportunity ,
and Tax revenue ?  In
favor of   personal deals ei-
ther being fulfilled or not.
Our potential Dollars flow
like a bleeding vein on a
daily basis to
Thomasville , or Tallahas-
see , and Unemployed Res-
idents who WANT to
work are forced to com-
pete with those in already
crowded venues. 

Not only would these
Companies bring the ben-
efits listed , but encourage
more Hard working , and
potentially Middle Class
families to move to Jeffer-
son , cleaning up the
Neighborhoods , and
drive UP Home Values .
As a Homeowner this
sounds very appealing to
me.

2. The Firehouse :
Seems to be a “Hot”

issue these days .  This is
the way it SHOULD have
been handled .  Built in a
prominent Central Loca-
tion , that could quickly
and efficiently serve ALL
of  the possible locations
it may be needed , Mod-
ern , and well equipped ,
yet NOT so much that it
takes away MODERN and
Functioning Radios , En-
gines , Ambulances and
Re Breathers from EMS

Personnel. Im sure they
would much rather have
Infra Red Life saving
equipment than a fancy
restroom . 

3. Clean up the
Derelict Structures and
Modernize the Infrastruc-
ture

There are many aban-
doned , and empty build-
ings around Town and the
County that are eye sores
, and either serve as
strictly junk upon which
vines live , or hangouts
for unsavory types   THIS
DESTROYS the Image
and Value of  a Commu-
nity.  Take the example of
the Rare Door.  It was
tragic that the Fire hap-
pened . I am sincerely
grateful nobody was hurt
. But in the end Im more
grateful still , that instead
of  leaving the wreckage
to gather , it was cleaned
up , made into a nice
Open Air Garden etc.
Imagine if  such was done
to ALL of  these places .
Old Rubble becoming
slots for store fronts ,
Crumbling Homes becom-
ing places for better value
dwellings , and Roads and
Power Grids that NEED it
, getting fixed , not just
where it would impress
some figurehead.

I like Monticello .  For
the most part , the folks
are friendly , its quiet ,
and for the most part well
patrolled. Small Town
Values and Courtesy. It is
a Good Town. But why
settle for good , when it
could literally be an Icon
for ALL North Florida
rural communities? The
purpose of  my thoughts
are not to discredit , but
inspire those who care
about the place we call
Home as much as I do.

IT IS time for change.
I sincerely wish all

the upcoming Candidates
who have that mindset ,
the BEST of  luck in the
upcoming elections , and
wish them well.

Monticello Resident ,

Kevin Avera.
1440 Tennessee Ave

The clues:
1.  Election an-
nouncements

in the newspaper:  I
checked the old newspa-
pers and since 2006, the
only announcements that
have the “I’ve been inter-
viewed” flair are Gene
Hall’s (2014), Troy Avera’s
(2014) and Hines Boyd’s
(2012).

2.   Gene Hall flyers:  I
am in District 2 and I can-
not remember getting fly-
ers from Gene Hall until
this year and they are all
strikingly similar in for-
mat and style to past flyers
produced by Hines Boyd.
The one about road bond
money is street for street
identical to the District 2
portion of  a slide presen-
tation that Boyd gave at a
county commission meet-
ing last month. 

3.   Jeffersonians For
Change flyers bashing
John Nelson:  They spell
out to the letter the rants
given by Hines Boyd for
his flagship issues that got
defeated by majority vote:
the road bond, the fire sta-
tion, Dallas Garrett’s
small business programs
and the limerock mine.  

DO NOT BELIEVE
THE SPIN.  The truth on
these issues can be found
by calling the County Co-
ordinator Parrish Bar-
wick, City Manager Steve
Wingate, Fire Chief  Mark
Matthews and Clerk of
Court Kirk Reams.  

The connections: 
What is the common

thread among all of  the
people affiliated with Jef-
fersonians for Change?
Hines Boyd.  For the
record, Hines Boyd was
the only commissioner in
favor of  transferring the
historic and pristine
Ward’s Creek property
from public to private
ownership.  Jeffersonians
for Change is targeting all
incumbents running in
this election cycle who
have opposed Boyd’s
views.  They have spent
$1445.60 on bulk mailings
of  spin so far.

1.  Mike Willis is the
manager of  Mays Pond
Plantation, which is
owned by Leigh Perkins.
The Ward’s Creek prop-
erty borders many of
Perkins’s large parcels in
that area. Boyd presented
the wishes of  plantation
staff  regarding West Lake
Road, which is in Nelson’s
district.  Mike Willis was a
strong supporter of  Dallas
Garrett. (Total donations
to date: $2700)

2.  Charlie Ward has a
documented interest in
private ownership of  the
Ward’s Creek property.
(Total donations to date:
$0)

3.  Harold E. “Bud”
Wheeler supports Boyd’s
position on the road bond.
(Total donations to date:
$600)

4.  Jack Carswell is a
long-time friend of  Boyd’s.
He supported Dallas Gar-
rett’s programs and
agrees with Boyd on the

fire station. (Total dona-
tions to date: $200)

5.  Randy Hatch is a
long-time friend of  Boyd’s
and was the county’s con-
sultant for the limerock
mine.  (Total donations to
date: $200)

6.  Albert Pasini is a
professional colleague of
Boyd’s wife. (Total dona-
tions to date: $500)

The reason: 
Jeffersonians for

Change has contributed
$725 to Gene Hall’s cam-
paign, separate from spin
mailings.  Why would Jef-
fersonians for Change (or
Hines Boyd) support Gene
Hall?  I read the minutes
of  the BOCC meetings
from 2007-2010 to find the
trends of  Hall’s last 3
years in office.  The only
items Hall introduced on
the agenda were resolu-
tions and proclamations
in support of  certain so-
cial issues.  He recognized
citizens for their service.
He discussed some of  his
goals and concerns in the
“Commissioner Discus-
sion” section of  the meet-
ings but I can find no
evidence that any
progress occurred.  Gene
Hall also has a docu-
mented pattern of  second-
ing motions made by
Boyd.  Given the number
of  times that Boyd’s mo-
tions have died for a lack
of  a second, Hall is just
the kind of  commissioner
Boyd would love to serve
with.  

Kate Calvin

The county has a
tentative budget
of  $8,028,736, up

$96,682 from $7,932,054 last
year and now over $8 mil-
lion for the first time. I
spent a couple of  hours and
without touching the consti-

tutional offices, I found over
$500,000 that could be cut
via privatization or things
such as our commissioners
opting-out of  the Florida re-
tirement system- which
they can do by law (s.
121.052). The largest in-

crease in the BOCC portion
of  the budget was over
$14,000 for their retirement.
Being an elected official is a
public service; it should not
be a career. If  we waded into
privatizing the library, mos-
quito control, and parks at a
50% rate for the first year,
eliminated duplicate func-
tions already at the state &
federal level such as agri-
culture and veterans af-
fairs, eliminated "economic
development" (a function of
the free market), and cut the
contingency increase from
35% to 10% this would make
up the balance.

My final budget is
$7,529,831, or $508,432 less
than the proposed one and
$402,223 less than the cur-
rent one. Putting that much
money back into the pock-
ets of  taxpayers is true eco-
nomic development.

Paul Henry

Dear Editor, As I
read the letters
last week criti-

cizing Mr. Carswell’s Jef-
fersonians For Change, I
couldn’t help seeing the
strategy active in these
letters. One common
thread to their arguments
had pretty much the same
tactics. Now I will not
mention any names be-
cause this is not personal.
‘They’ are simply the
products of  their own po-
litical world views. Time
will not allow me to truly
examine these letters
closely; please allow me a
few examples to make my
point. 

There are three tools
used in all of  their argu-
ments:

• Condescension 
• Subterfuge  
• Name Calling
First, they engage in

condescension by listing
their impressive creden-
tials, which lets us ‘com-
mon folk’ know they are
very intelligent and
worldly. We should just
take them at their word.
We have no choice but to
sit down and shut up.
Then they evaluate the
history of  PACS. Now,
their analysis is simple.
Historically, PACS are

heaped in corruption and
greed; therefore, Jefferso-
nians for Change are cor-
rupt and greedy (name
calling). What they don’t
mention is that both polit-
ical parties are heaped
with PACS. Are some of
these corrupt and greedy?
Absolutely.  But we all
know that you can say this
about any group. There
are always exceptions. 

The next criticism is
regarding Mr. Carwell’s
lack of  mathematical
knowledge (condescen-
sion). The numbers given
by the writer regarding
the cost of  the student
over  a twelve year period
are twelve years multi-
plied by twelve-thousand
equals one-hundred and
forty-four thousand, and
that is their answer for the
cost of  each student. The
problem is, you do not use
multiplication for your
answer; you use division.
Let me explain the
process: You simply add
up the amount of  money it
costs over a twelve year
period to fund the public
schools. You then take the
number of  students over
the same period, and di-
vide the number of  stu-
dents into the cost over
that period to arrive at the

correct number. For exam-
ple, if  you buy three suits
and spend $300.00, if  you
desire to know the average
cost of  the suits, you di-
vide 3 into 300, and the an-
swer is $100.00 each suit.
So in the end, it is divi-
sion, not multiplication,
period.

Proceeding that, we
hear a very intelligent
narrative expressing their
argument, that dazzles us
with its brilliance (sub-
terfuge). We do not see
that it is not backed up by
facts.  Finally, they make
reference to a group, that
in recent months they
have attempted to frame
as a terrorist group (The
Tea Party). Let’s be clear,
the Tea Party’s primary
objective is to make gov-
ernment accountable to
the people. They are cer-
tainly not terrorists; if
they are, myself  and a
whole mess of  other peo-
ple are terrorists as well.
In conclusion, I encourage
the Jeffersonians For
Change and the Tea
Partiers to raise their ban-
ners high, because you are
a perceived threat to their
agenda, and that’s good
for democracy.
Thank you,

Lawrence Beger
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Letters To The Editor

Jeffersonians
For Change

Small Business 
Program Alive & Well

Balancing The Budget 

Are Elections Being
Manipulated?

ALetter to the Editor of  August
1 incorrectly referred to Jef-
ferson County's small busi-

ness development program as “all but
dead”. While the program underwent
changes last year it remains very active,
providing support to a wide range of

businesses and entrepreneurs in the
county. Those who want to start, expand
or improve a business are encouraged to
check out www.JeffersonMeansBusi-
ness.com,  email support@jefferson-
meansbusiness.com or call 363-3753.

Marcia Elder

Mismanagement



online.ecbpublishing.com Jefferson County Journal • 3Friday, August 22, 2014

Just a reminder to everyone
that you can read the ac-
tual Monticello News and

Jefferson County Journal newspa-
pers online. 

The online edition of  the news-
paper (called an e-edition) is avail-
able not only on computers, but also
on iPads, Kindles, other tablets,
iPhones and Android phones. 

A one year subscription to
the e-edition is only $25 per year.
The online e-editions become avail-
able for viewing every Tuesday and
Thursday afternoon.

If  you would like to subscribe to
the e-edition and the print edition,
you simply need to add five dollars
to the cost of  the print subscrip-
tion. Current print subscriptions
are $45 in-county and $52 out-of-
county. 

To view a sample of  the e-edi-
tion, go to online.ecbpublishing.

com.  start your subscription today,
or for more information, call (850)
997-3568 or email loisr@embarq-
mail.com so we can get the informa-
tion on how to get the online
edition to you.  

From  Front  Page 

Courson            continued from page 1 Budget                               continued from page

Read Your Local 
Papers Online 

of  the pickup truck
struck the child as the
13-year-old was back-
ing up the vehicle, with
Courson in the passen-
ger seat and his eight-
year-old son in the rear
seat.

Rebecca was trans-
ported to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital,
where she was pro-
nounced dead on ar-
rival as result of  her
injuries. 

Subsequently, the
officer investigating
the scene discovered al-
cohol and marijuana in
the front of  the pickup
truck and more alcohol
in a cooler of  ice on the
front porch of  the
house. 

The investigation
determined that Cour-
son, being the only
adult on the premises,
was directly responsi-
ble for the supervision
and care of  the four mi-
nors. 

Moreover, by allow-
ing juveniles under his
care to consume alco-
hol and be in the pres-
ence of  illegal
narcotics, Courson was
culpable of  negligence.
And by allowing a
minor to operate a
motor vehicle while
under the influence of
alcoholic beverages
and that had resulted
in the death of  a child,
he was culpable of  ag-
gravated manslaugh-

ter. 
The state investiga-

tion that followed
found that Courson
had engaged in an in-
appropriate relation-
ship with the
13-year-old. Text mes-
sages found on the cell
phones of  Courson and
the 13-year-old alluded
to a sexual relation-
ship. And in fact, a
later forensic interview
with the 13-year-old by
a child protection team
established that the
two had engaged in sex.         

Assistant State At-
torney John Wilson
prosecuted the case,
and Attorney Timothy
Jansen represented
Courson.    

Fire Station              continued from page 1 

it down every day?
Those add up to a big
problem after a while.
All that dirt and clay
and rock compounded
into a hard layer just
below the permeable
surface dirt. So the rain-
water would soak in a
few inches and then hit
that hard layer it could-
n’t get through. The
crews busted up that
layer though.

“There’s also a
grate right in front that
wasn’t properly main-
tained. Leaves would
get caught in the grate,
and it would stop drain-
ing. Now we will help to
maintain that grate and
our landscaping.”

Behind the build-
ing, there is a steep hill
down into unimproved
land. According to
Matthews, water should
drain into that and the
grate, and the fire de-
partment should not
have to deal with stand-
ing water. 

The public entrance
is a modest affair on the
front of  the building. As
one enters, it opens into
a handsome reception
area. Matthews said,
“This is much, much
better than the old
building. We would be
typing up a medical or
fire report in the recep-
tion area and get a walk
up. That posed a threat
to patient privacy. We
are now in full compli-
ance with HIPAA, be-
cause we have a
keypad-secured back of-
fice specifically for put-
ting in those reports.”

In fact, federal regu-
lations had a great deal
to do with the layout
and features of  this
building. “The ADA—
that’s the Americans
with Disabilities Act—
has a lot to say about
public buildings. Every-
thing we had upstairs
for the firefighters had
to also be provided
downstairs for the pub-
lic and ADA-accessible.
We could have elimi-
nated extra bathrooms
were it not for the regu-
lation. However, that
bathroom and its
shower can be an im-
portant tool for decont-
amination of
firefighters and the pub-
lic.”

Other regulations
defined that there had
to be two laundry
rooms—one for items
that had potentially or
actually been exposed
to hazards, and one for
items that had not. Said
Matthews, “We have to
have a big, special
washing machine for
the bunker gear. We also
have to have a tub to

wash backboards in,
and a washing machine
for contaminated
clothes. Obviously a
shirt with a patient’s
bodily fluids on it would
have to be decontami-
nated at once.

“According to regu-
lations, bunker gear has
to be washed after every
fire or vehicle accident
to which they are ex-
posed. The gear can be
contaminated with
smoke, bodily fluids,
glass, gasoline, haz-
ardous fumes, and
worse. We have never
been able to wash our
gear at the old station
and some of  the older
guys’ stuff  is beginning
to show it. We really
need to be able to take
care of  what we have.”

The second laundry
room is for firefighters’
bedding, uncontami-
nated clothing, towels,
washcloths, kitchen
towels, etc. If  these were
washed with contami-
nated clothing, cross-
contamination could
occur. It is located up-
stairs inside the gym. 

The exercise gym,
just large enough for
their existing weight
training equipment and
floor exercises, is a very
important part of  a fire
station, according to
Matthews. “We need
our guys to spend time
eating healthy and stay-
ing in shape. If  they are
on shift 48 hours at a
time, they should have
the facilities available
to do so. If  they are not
in shape, they could get
badly hurt or killed in
this line of  work.”

Generally, the up-
stairs is dominated by
bunk rooms, including
more beds than would
be necessary on a single
shift. “During very haz-
ardous times like hurri-
canes, we switch to a
split shift,” Matthews
explained “Instead of
having six guys on shift
at a time, we have nine
and often invite volun-
teers to stay at the sta-
tion for that time and
lend a hand.” He also
explained that volun-
teers and students often
did a shift or a half-shift
for their training.
“They used to have to
sleep on a recliner in
the living room,” he
said, embarrassed.
“Now, we can accommo-
date them.”

Downstairs, the
kitchen will be a large
affair. Three refrigera-
tors will dominate one
wall, and multiple cook-
ing surface and ovens
will be a necessity.
“There is a fridge for
each shift. Many cou-

ples find it hard enough
for two people to share a
fridge. Even with a
fridge per shift, there
will be six guys to a
fridge—and firefighters
love to cook and eat.
They have a demanding
job and they need to be
well-fueled. That’s also
why there are multiple
cooking surfaces—so
multiple people can
cook at the same time.
Otherwise, they have to
spread out their dinners
over a few hours so
everybody can use the
stove.”

One of  the Chief ’s
favorite parts about the
building is the training
classroom. Monthly,
JCFR hosts a volunteer
training day and has
never had the resources
for the classroom por-
tions of  training. Either
they would borrow the
facilities at MVFD or do
classroom portions out-
side.

Also downstairs are
medical supply storage
rooms, a bunker gear
storage room, adminis-
trative offices, the med-
ical reporting office,
and—of  course—the
training room. Because
these are climate con-
trolled, they count as
part of  the 2000 square
foot, “living space”
though they easily dom-
inate half  of  the down-
stairs. The
c l imate - contro l l ed
bunker gear room will
be a huge step up from
old accommodations,
according to Matthews,
“We have all the gear
stored in the bays cur-
rently. It is not secure
from the public. Neither
are the trucks or the
equipment on them.
Think if  someone
walked off  with an
AED. It’s a little smaller
than a suitcase and is
worth a few thousand
dollars. How could we
replace that? And right
now, the guys have to
fight to keep wasps and
other insects from mak-
ing homes out of  their
bunker gear, especially
when they are not on
shift.”

Though it is not yet
complete, many of  the
men stop by the new sta-
tion as they come home
from dinner or evening
calls just to look around
and have hope for better
living conditions, more
pride in their station,
and better opportuni-
ties to serve the public. 

The building is ex-
pected to be finished ei-
ther in late September
or early October.
Matthews and the fire-
fighters hope to move in
by the end of  October.

As far as county
operations, no in-
creases are planned for
any of  the depart-
ments, other than for
the retirement and
health insurance in-
creases, with building
inspections actually
slated for a reduction. 

A partial break-
down of  the various
departments’ budgets
for the coming fiscal
year shows: Sheriff ’s
D e p a r t m e n t ,
$3,620,772, an increase
of  $52,000 from the cur-
rent year; Property Ap-
praiser, $529,643, an

increase of  $18,182
from the current year;
Extension Office,
$274,380, an increase of
$1,338 from the current
year; Supervisor of
Elections, $254,100, an
increase of  $14,815
from the current year;
library, $190,422, an in-
crease of  $2,948 from
the current year; and
county commission-
ers’ salaries and bene-
fits, $232,664, an
increase of  $16,662
from the current year.

As for the millage
rate of  8.3114 mills, al-
though the same as the

current year’s, it’s ex-
pected to raise
$4,644,907 in ad-val-
orem tax revenues,
which is $51,663 more
than the current year. 

The commission
plans to hold its first
public hearing on the
proposed millage rate
and tentative budget at
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.
16. It plans to hold the
second and final public
hearing on the budget
and millage rate at 6
p.m. Monday, Sept. 29.
The hearings will be
held in the courthouse
annex.

Innovators                        continued from page 1  

Others of  the nomi-
nees will come from the
15 other counties, which
are Bay, Calhoun, Es-
cambia, Franklin,
Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes,
Jackson, Leon, Liberty
Okaloosa, Santa Rosa,
Wakulla, Walton and
Washington.  

Dillard said all hon-
orees would have their
stories told at the award
ceremony, the aim
being “to help promote
the innovation and di-
versity of  modern agri-
culture.”

The event was
scheduled to begin at 10

a.m. with a meet and
greet at the Monticello
Opera House, followed
by a tour of  Fulford
Farms and then the
luncheon and award
ceremony back at the
Monticello Opera
House. The affair was
set to conclude at 2 p.m.

Jobless                              continued from page 1  
which released the lat-
est unemployment fig-
ures on Friday, Aug. 15. 
In Jefferson County, the
July jobless rate was 5.8
percent, up from 5.2
percent in June. And
next door in Madison
County, the rate was 8.8
percent, up from 8.1
percent in June.  
Statewide, 597,000

Floridians were jobless
in July out of  a labor
force of  9,611,000 — not
counting those individ-
uals who have given up
the search for work or
are underemployed or
employed part time.

According to the
FDEO, Florida’s sea-
sonally adjusted total
nonagricultural em-
ployment was 7,795,900
in July — an decrease
of  1,600 jobs over the
month. 

Seasonally adjusted
means the numbers
have been purged of
seasonal and other fac-
tors that could skew the
results.

“Compared to July
a year ago, the number
of  jobs in the state was
up by 208,500, an in-
crease of  2.7 percent,”
the FDEO report states.
“”Florida’s annual job
growth rate has ex-
ceeded the nation’s rate
since April 2012.” 

For Jefferson
County, the 5.8 percent
rate translates into 369
jobless persons out of  a

labor force of  6,393,
compared with 332 job-
less persons out of  a
labor force of  6,349 in
June, when the rate
was 5.2 percent.

In July 2013, the
comparable figures
were 425 jobless per-
sons out of  a workforce
of  6,299, when the un-
employment rate was
6.7 percent.

For Madison
County, the 8.8 percent
translates into 634 job-
less persons out of  a
labor force of  7,165,
compared with 569 job-
less persons out of  a
labor force of  7,064 in
June, when the rate
was 8.1 percent.

In July 2013, the
comparable figures
were 685 jobless per-
sons out of  a labor
force of  7,070, when the
unemployment rate
was 9.7 percent.

“July 2014 was the
48th consecutive month
with positive annual
job growth after the
state lost jobs for over
three years,” the FDEO
reports.

The industry gain-
ing the most jobs con-
tinued to be trade,
transportation and util-
ities, up 43,200 jobs; fol-
lowed by construction,
up 40,600 jobs; leisure
and hospitality, up
38,300 jobs; profes-
sional and business
services, up 33,900 jobs;

private education and
health services, up
32,400 jobs; financial ac-
tivities, up 11,300 jobs;
other services, up 5,500
jobs; manufacturing,
up 2,000 jobs; informa-
tion, up 600 jobs; and
government, up 400
jobs.

Walton and Monroe
counties had the state’s
lowest unemployment
rate at 3.9 percent, fol-
lowed by Okaloosa
County at 4.9 percent;
Wakulla County at 5.2
percent; and St. Johns
County at 5.5 percent.

Hendry County
continued to have the
state’s highest unem-
ployment rate at 12.5
percent, followed Fla-
gler and Hamilton
counties at 9.3 percent;
Glades County at 9.0
percent; and Hardee,
Madison and Putnam
counties at 8.8 percent.  

Hendry County
alone had a double-
digit unemployment
rate in July.

Of  the 22 metro
areas in the state, 20
had over-the-year job
gains in July, according
to the FDEO. The areas
with the largest gains
were Miami-Miami
Beach-Kendall, up
36,400 jobs; Orlando-
Kissimmee-Sanford, up
33,200 jobs; and Ft.
Lauderdale-Pompano
Beach-Deerfield Bach,
up 22,800 jobs.



August 22, 23
USDA Commodities Food
Program and Second
Harvest Food Bank to-
gether with the churches
of  New Bethel AME, Eliz-
abeth MB, Hickory Hill
MB, Mt. Pleasant AME,
and Philadelphia MB will
provide food to those
needing assistance
monthly, on the fourth

Saturday, with distribu-
tion from 8 to 9 a.m. at the
New Bethel AME
Church, located at 6496
Ashville Highway. Volun-
teers are also needed on
the Friday evening before
at 6:30 p.m. to help bag the
food packages. Contact
Nellie Randell at 850-997-
5605, or Jackie Harvey at
850-997-8410 to volunteer,

or for more information
about this program. 

August 23
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m.
every other Saturday at
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library. For
more information con-
tact First United
Methodist ChurchMin-
istry Chairman Barbara

Hobbs at 850-523-1813.
August 24

Elizabeth Missionary
Baptist Church, in the
Dills Community, will cel-
ebrate its pastor’s an-
niversary at 3:30 p.m. on
Sunday. Rev. Willie ‘Bill’
Hagan, pastor of  the Ar-
nett AME Church in
Quincy, will be guest
speaker. Deacon George
L. King, chairman. Rev.
Willie Webster, pastor.
850-997-8848, 850-509-4935.

August 24
Memorial Missionary
Baptist Churchwill host
its pastors 31st anniver-
sary on Sunday at 11 a.m.
with Guest Speaker Rev.
Tisdale, of  St. Phillip
AME Church and at 4
p.m. with Rev. D.
Williams, of  St. Johns
Missionary Baptist
Church in Panama City.
Rev. Dr. J.B. Duval, pastor.

August 27
Casa Bianca Mission-
ary Baptist Churchwill
host Men/Women Bible
Study at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday evening. For
more information con-
tact Sis. Burnette Thomp-
son at 850-997-4474. Rev.
Tobbie Berrian III, pas-
tor. 

August 27
Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church will host
Heaven’s Kitchen - Feed
My Sheep, a weekly noon-
day service/meal min-
istry, every Wednesday at
12 p.m. Church Pastor Rev.
J.B. Duval and Rev. Sem-
meal Thomas will conduct
the Bible Study/Prayer
Service each week. For
more information, or to
make a contribution, con-
tact Coordinator Sis. Mary
Madison at 850-997-4504 or
850-210-7090.

August 22
Rotary will meet at 12
p.m. on Friday at the
First Presbyterian
Church, in the fellowship
hall, for lunch, a meeting,
program, and speaker.
For questions or com-
ments, contact Rick An-
derson at
r. anderson@pearl -
streetholdings.com or
call and 850-445-2964. 

August 22
Monticello Jamboree
Band performs music for
dancing every Friday
night at 7 p.m. at 625
South Water Street.
Everyone is welcome to
come dance, listen to
some of  the finest music,
enjoy doorprizes, soft
drinks, snacks, and just
enjoy some fun and ca-
maraderie with neigh-
bors and friends. This is
a nonprofIt charitable
event. Donations are ac-
cepted. For questions or
concerns, contact Bobby
Connell at 850-445-0049. 

August 22, 23
NRA Concealed Class,
sponsored by Ward 1
Guns, Friday from 5:30 to
9:00 p.m. at the Monti-
cello/Jefferson County
Chamber of  Commerce,
420 West Washington

Street; and on Saturday
at 8:00 a.m. Call 850-997-
3129 to sign up for the
class. The Friday evening
class will be about six-
hours, and includes an
in-depth review of  the
major types of  handguns
and their operation, as
well as ammunition
types and components,
principles of  marksman-
ship, and personal, home,
and range safety issues.
The Saturday morning
class will be held at the
store and will teach how
to safely handle, load, un-
load, and fire your hand-
gun before the shooting
practice begins. Also, for
those interested, there
will be an optional por-
tion on handgun cleaning
and maintenance after
shooting practice at the
range. All mandatory
portions of  the class will
be completed by noon
and attendees will test to
receive their certificates
of  completion. Attendees
need to bring their per-
sonal handgun and one
50-round box of  the ap-
propriate ammunition,
and their own safety
equipment (glasses and
hearing protection.) 

August 25

AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Monday at the Christ
Episcopal Church Annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information
call 850-997-2129.

August 25
Martin Luther King
(MLK) Community Cen-
ter Committee meets at 6
p.m. on the last Monday,
1420 First Street, Monti-
cello. Contact Charles
Parrish at 850-997-3760 for
more information.

August 25, 28
Girls Revival Fitness is
making a difference at
4:30 p.m. on Monday and
Thursday at 1065 South
Water Street, at the
American Legion Otto
Walker Post 49. For more
information contact Cer-
tified/Licensed Instruc-
tor Doris DeMauro
Bishop at 850-591-0085 or
doris@girlsrevival.com.
Classes are designed for
those who might be new
to exercise, older, and/or
not active, those with
joint issues, or for those
who just prefer a slower
pace. Fun and energetic
praise music combined
with low impact Latin
fused dance moves such
as the Cha-cha, Salsa,
and Meringue will keep

you moving without
twisting and turning
those knee and ankle
joints that just don’t
work like they used to.
This class will give a fun
cardiovascular and will
work on balance. First
class is free!

August 26
Jefferson County
Shared Services meets
quarterly at 9:30 a.m. on
the last Tuesday of  the
month at the Jefferson
County Bailar Public Li-
brary. Community resi-
dents and agencies are
Invited to attend these in-
formational meetings
about the goings-on in the
area. Mark your calendar
and plan to attend this
very informative commu-
nity meeting. This is an
opportunity for agencies
to share services. Agenda
items include agency
sharing and a Whole
Child Technical Forum.
For more information
about these meetings, or
to be a speaker at any of
these meetings, contact
Cindy Hutto, business
manager, at cjhutto
@healthystartjmt.org or
850-948-2741. (CommunIty
Agencies Working For
Jefferson County.) 
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CHURCH NEWS NOTES

Amilitary committal service for
William Martin “Bill” Scruggs, Jr.
will be held at 1:30 pm on Friday,

September 26 at Florida National Cemetery in
Bushnell, FL.  A memorial service  will be
held on Saturday, September 27, 2014, at 10:30
am, at Trinity United Methodist Church in
Gainesville, with reception to follow at the
church.  Memorial donations preferred to
Haven Hospice, 4200 NW 90th Blvd,
Gainesville, FL 32606 or Fischer House , 111
Rockville Pike, Suite 420  Rockville, Maryland
20850.

TIMBERBAMBOONURSERY.COM
GOT BAMBOO!

We Will Manage Your Bamboo
And Make It Beautiful!

We Have Timber Bamboo Investment Program.
Email For Quotes:

Legendarybrowser@Gmail.Com
Live Bamboo Plants Starting At $50.00

Deer Stream Productions LLC

The Week of  August 22, through August 29, 2014
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
August 23

4:40AM
*10:55AM

6:07PM

Sunday, 
August 24
5:32AM

*11:18PM
6:42PM

*11:39AM

Tuesday, 
August 26
7:16AM

*12:44AM
7:50PM
*1:05PM

Wednesday,
August 27
8:08AM
*1:27AM
8:23PM
*1:48PM

Thursday,
August 28
9:01AM
*2:10AM
8:57PM
*2:32PM

Friday,
August 29
9:55AM
*2:54AM
9:33PM
*3:16PM

Friday,
August 22
3:48AM

*10:10AM
5:29PM

*10:33PM

Monday, 
August 25
6:24AM

*12:01AM
7:17PM

*12:23PM

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

We offer Unleaded Gas,

road Diesel and farm Diesel

Dad its been three years now since

God and His Angels called you away.

Oh how the Angels rejoiced as you walked

Through those Pearly Gates that day!

Dad when they said you were going to die

I refused to believe it could be true.

How could I allow myself to even

Imagine saying goodbye to you.

Dad you were an Angel here on earth

I learned so very much from you.

You were so gentle and so kind your

Smile would always see me through.

You taught me how to love unconditionally

And how to be my very best in all I do.

You gave your all to God and your family

Never once stopping to think about you.

You were more than a father you were my

Best friend and a great listener too.

Oh how I miss our special talks, and

All the fun things we used to do.

Dad I can never say goodbye to you,

Because I could never bear the pain.

Instead I say I love you  Dad

Until we meet again.

Love, Falecia and Michael

Romans 8:28

October 4, 1957 - August 18, 2011

You Never Said Goodbye

IN 

LOVING 

MEMORY

Pastor Milton Stubbins, Jr.

You never said I’m leaving

You never said goodbye

You were gone before 

I knew it,

And only God knew why.

A million times I needed you,

A million times I cried

If love alone could 

have saved you,

You never would have died

In life I loved you dearly

In death I love you still

In my heart you hold a place,

That no one will ever fill

It broke my heart to lose you,

But you didn’t go alone

For part of me went with you,

The day God took you home.

I love you and I miss you Milton

Your loving wife, San
Romans 8:28

In Loving Memory Of
Pastor Milton Stubbins, Jr.

October 4, 1957 - August 18, 2011

Until We Meet Again
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Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

Local Business Directory

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

STEWART
HEATING &

COOLING INC.
850-342-3294

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

• Sales • Service • Installation 
• Change-Outs

Financing
Available

Monticellos Only Local A/C CompanyLC#CAC1817300

Unlimited Dirt Works LLC.
• Hauling 

• Site Work 
• Concrete 

• Excavating 
• Retention Ponds 

• Road Building 
• Land Clearing 

• Culverts

Del Loveless
Estimator

CALL
NOW!

850-779-6052
10466 S. Salt Rd. 
Lamont FL. 32336
unlimiteddirtworks@gmail.com

Owned By: Hannah Sorensen

Licensed, 
Insured & Bonded

McClellan
Five, LLC
McClellan
Five, LLC

Hydraulics, Tractors & Small Engine Repairs

850-997-9600
9516 Waukeenah Hwy.

Monticello, FL
Monday - Friday
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

We Have 

Interstate

Batte
ries

Bari’s Liquors
Fine

Spirits & Wine

Monticello, FL • Jefferson Shopping Center • (850) 997-4410

Beer & Party
Supplies

Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Friday - Saturday
9:00 AM - 11:00 PM

Sunday: 12:00 - 6:00 PM

Jerome’s Landscaping
& Tractor Services, LLC

448 Sam Perry Rd. 
Monticello, FL 32344
Cell: 850-597-5996

“Boots on 
the Ground”

Christian Family Counseling

Call 850-997-1119 For Appointment

E. Bob Kuschel, Ph.D

• Pre-Marital • Grief • Addictions
• Marriage • Relationship 

• Substance Abuse

RETIRED
But still need something to do!

Roy Settergren • 850-997-5872

Yard Maintenance: mowing, raking, clean-up hauling
Pressure Washing: vehicles, boats, RVs
Motorcycle Detailing
Gardening Prep: tilling, weed spray
Painting: light sand blasting, priming, spray paint, farm implements, small trailers
Light Welding: fabrication, repair, specializing in truck bumpers
Tractor Work: mowing, harrowing

Colonial Smith
& Forge

Blacksmith Mike Luck

Monticello, FL  colsmith@bellsouth.net 

Colonial hardware & Blacksmithing
Camping Tripods, Grills, Cookware

For Estimates/ Directions to shop call (850)274-7574

Register’s 
Barber Shop
NOW OPEN

Tuesday - Friday 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday 7:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Featuring
Professional Barber

Justin Johnson

135 E. Dogwood St. Monticello, FL

Join our Local Business Directory
and get the coverage you deserve.

Put Your Business Card In Our Paper And Get

The Coverage You Deserve!

Glenda or Bobbie At

997-3568
Our Business Card Directory Is 
The Perfect Way To Get Noticed.

The Monticello News And Jefferson County Journal 
Are Here For All Your Advertising Needs.

Donna 
at 850-997-3568

School 
Parent Involement Matters

From the desk of Edna Henry, 
District Parent Involvement Coordinator 

Unconditional Love

Southern Music Rising in
partnership with the Jeffer-
son County Education Foun-

dation and Jefferson County Schools
will be bringing to the community a
Gospel Sing on February 22, 2014.  The
event will be held in the School Dis-
trict’s auditorium on Water Street.
The event will begin at 7:00 p.m. and
tickets will sell for $5.00, $10.00 and
$15.00.

The District was originally ap-
proached by Cliff  Miller with South-
ern Music Rising as a win-win event
for both entities.  Southern Music Ris-
ing (SMR) is a non-profit 501c3 organ-
ization dedicated to the promotion of
American music as well as the Monti-
cello community and local tourism.
Miller is pleased to welcome Hill
Sound to the event.  Brian Hill is an
experienced, professional sound engi-
neer and a veteran of  several Opera
House SMR performances.  He will
work to ensure the best sound possi-
ble during the Gospel event.

Southern Music Rising will re-
ceive public exposure through its
sponsorship of  the event, and 50 per-
cent of  the proceeds from the sale of
tickets will be split between the
School District and SMR in an effort
to raise dollars towards the purchase
of  much needed musical instruments
at Jefferson County Middle High
School. 

The Jefferson County Education
Foundation has adopted, as one of  its
projects, the acquisition repair and
funding of  band instruments.  Follow-
ing a three year lapse in band activity,
the resources for the band are in de-
plorable condition.  The Foundation’s
goal for funding the effort is $7,000.  In
addition, the Foundation is encourag-
ing former band members (of  any

band) to donate their “retired” instru-
ments to the Foundation for presenta-
tion to the band program.
Approximately 134 students have
signed up for band, and there are only
approximately 50 instruments, many
of  which are in need of  repair and
maintenance. Guy Hood states, “The
Foundation seeks academic efforts
throughout the year that are consis-
tent with FLDOE objectives and that
are consistent with STEM (science,
technology, energy and math).” 

Jefferson County Schools is dedi-
cated to preparing all students for a
successful future, and believes that
providing wholesome, extra-curricu-
lar opportunities is key in making a
well-rounded individual.  The District
is extremely grateful for the efforts
from both the Foundation and South-
ern Music Rising.  Superintendent Al
Cooksey contributed, “I am extremely
pleased with the excitement on the
campus of  JCMHS about the band.
We have not witnessed this type of  ea-
gerness on the part of  our students in
years, and I want to especially recog-
nize the efforts of  our band and cho-
rus teacher, Jeremy George, and
thank him for his contribution and in-
vestment into the lives of  the students
at JCMHS.”
All three entities encourage local

choirs, bands, quartets, etc . to partic-
ipate in the event.  Contact Cliff
Miller at cliffmiller15@ gmail.com or
at 850-464-2819 for more information.
Music groups outside of  the commu-
nity are also encouraged to partici-
pate as time and space allows.  Mark
your calendar and plan on showing
your love and support of  our commu-
nity by bringing your friends and
family to this family-friendly event on
February 22.

Three Local Entities To Host Gospel

Local Business Directory

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Grover was
adopted from
the Jefferson

County Humane Society
(JCHS) on Sunday, August
3, 2014; just three days
after his picture, with an
article about him, ran in
the Jefferson County
Journal. 

He was adopted by
ScentWorx, a facility in
Lake City, that trains dogs
to sniff  for bed bugs and
termites... among other
things.

JCHS Director Con-
nie Heath was very ex-
cited to talk about the
placing of  Grover. She
knew at first contact with
Grover that he was a ‘snif-
fer.’ “He will make the cut
I’m sure,” she says. “His
nose was always to the
ground and he will make a
great dog for the job.”

It will take Grover a
few weeks to adjust to his
new environment, then he
will go into obedience

training for
30-days. If  he
does well, as
we are all
sure that he
will, he will
be sent to a
facility for
pest control
t r a i n i n g ,
then when
he’s ready, he
will be pur-
chased by a
pest control
company as
a service dog
and be put to
real work. 

It ap-
pears that the animal shel-
ters are on the alert for
this kind of  dog, a snif-
fer... who knew! 

Grover is about three-
years-old, and was found
on the streets of  Monti-
cello about eight-months
ago; nobody wanted to
claim him.

Heath and the JCHS
staff  will keep up with
Groover’s progress, and
will send these updates to

the News so as to keep the
interested public in-
formed. So, keep reading
the Monticello News.

Grover is not the only
animal looking for a lov-
ing, forever home. There
are lots and lots of  beauti-
ful, adoptable animals.
Contact Heath at 850-342-
0244 for your new pet
today. Heath can also be
contacted at conniesnani
@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

Grover Sniffing Bugs

C.U.P. Award Ceremony

Kiwanis Invited To Get Involved 
With Humane Society

ECB Publishing Photo By Fran Hunt July, 2014

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Concerned United People, Inc.
(C.U.P.) will host its Entrepre-
neur Banquet at 7 p.m. on Sat-

urday, August 23 at the Jefferson County
Middle High School, in the cafetorium.

The ceremony and gala will include
a full-course meal, door prizes entertain-
ment, awards, and speakers.

Scheduled keynote speaker will be
Dr. Edward Scott, DDS, a local business-
man and pastor of  the Mt. Zion African
Methodist Episcopal Church of  Lloyd.

Entertainment will be provided by
the incomparable Carl ‘Bro Mack’
McBride, WSTD Sunday Morning DJ,
Thomasville, and recording artist.

For more information about this
evening event, (admission tickets and
cost) or about C.U.P., contact President
C.P. Miller at 850-251-7497 or"
ctepac@aol.com, P.O. Box 806, Monti-
cello, FL. 32345.

This event is sponsored by the Jef-
ferson County Board of  County Com-
missioners, local churches, and other
organizations. 

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Guest speaker
to the Kiwanis
August 13

meeting was Mark
Kessler, president of  the
Jefferson County Hu-
mane Society (JCHS.)  

He spoke to the mem-
bership about the new fa-
cility, located at 2123 East

Washington (Highway
90,) just outside the city
limits, and the activities
of  the local volunteer
group.

The JCHS is a
501(c)(3) charitable organ-
ization. Fundraisers are
held periodically through
the year to help fund the
shelter and its animals.
Fundraisers like the
Paw/Spa Dog Wash, Ani-

mals at Heart Dinner and
Music, Wag-the-Dog
Thrift & Treasure Shop,
Barrel Racing, and the
Friendship Brick project,
just to name a few.

Volunteers are al-
ways needed. To volun-
teer, contact the Shelter
Director Connie Heath at
850-342-0244 or go to
www.jchs.us for more in-
formation.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

“It’s going to get
really ugly
then, it’s going

to be really pretty.” Last
month, with those words,
the gentleman who is re-
moving and remodeling
some of  the old library cab-
inets started making lots of
noise.

It was, at least for a few
minutes, music to the ears
of  the library staff  since it
signaled the beginning of
some exciting changes in-
side the 1985 era building.

If  you’ve been to the li-
brary lately you probably
already noticed some
changes. Your walk into the
library certainly has gotten
prettier; thanks to a group
of  dedicated gardening vol-
unteers led by Kay Fear-
neyhough. The
entranceway has been
beautified with plants, flow-
ers, and decorative stones.
A new automatic door
opener will be installed this
week by the entrance to as-
sist handicapped cus-
tomers.  

The Keystone Ge-
nealogical Library has dou-
bled its space by moving
into new quarters, allowing
for consolidation of  all
their vast records into one
space. 

The main area of  the
library will be reorganized
to help serve customers
more efficiently. Shelves
will be moved to allow more
natural light in, and tech
friendly furniture will ac-
commodate the increasing
number of  visitors sz
that come in with their own
laptops and devices. 
A new, more functional cir-
culation desk will allow for
the ability to offer two serv-
ice points, thus eliminating
the bottleneck that often oc-
curs when a number of  cus-
tomers are requiring
assistance at the same time. 

Thanks to the Board of
County Commissioners, the
badly worn and stained car-
peting throughout the li-
brary will be replaced; and
a ‘grand re-opening’ will be
held when the work is com-
pleted.

And, thanks again to
the Friends of  the Library
and the great participation
for the Honey Lake Planta-
tion fundraiser, the library
community room is getting
a total makeover with new
furniture, blinds, cabinets,
a sink, and a refrigerator. 

At this time, a dedi-
cated teen space is in the
planning stages.  

The library staff  is
also excited about the
Learning Express Library;
a free database that can be
accessed from home or
while at the library. There
are over 1000 practice tests
such as the GED, SAT, ACT
as well as test prep for ‘in de-
mand’ areas like ASVAB,
EMS, firefighting, correc-
tional officers, and others. In
addition, there are links to
computer tutoring, job
search, and workplace skills
improvement. You will need
to get a ‘free’ library card to
access these service. You can
check it out at the library

website:   http://jcpl.wilder-
nesscoast.org. 

Oh, and if  you’ve been
wondering who that new
friendly face is at the li-
brary...  it’s Courtney Ni-
colou, the new Youth
Services Librarian. She is a
recent graduate of  FSU,
with a Master’s in Library
and Information Studies.
She’s already been involved
in many outreach efforts
and is looking forward to
getting to know the Jeffer-
son County community.

For more information
about this library update or
other services offered at the
library, contact Library Di-
rector Kitty Brooks at 342-
0205.

Please 
Elect

Gene Hall
for

County Commission

District 2
Jefferson County,

Florida

My Dad

Paid Political Advertisement paid and approved by
Gene Hall Democrat

Chelsea (Otis) Hall Padgett
(Children: Olivia and Otis V )

Library Getting A Facelift



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The sixth Annual Sheriff ’s
Charity Golf  Tournament is
slated for this Saturday, Au-

gust 23 at the Jefferson Country Club. 
This year’s proceeds will go to bene-

fit the Florida Sheriff ’s Boys Ranch, Jef-
ferson County Relay for Life and Jeffer-
son Senior Center. 

Tee time is at 1 p.m. The registration
fee is $400 per four-person team or $100
per person and includes 18 holes of  golf,
green fee, golf  cart, goodie bag, unlim-
ited range balls, seafood buffet dinner at

6 p.m. and door prize ticket. Two Mulli-
gans are also included with the entry fee. 

A mulligan is a “do-over.” Hit a bad
shot? Take a mulligan and re-
play that stroke. A mulli-
gan is never “legal” under
the Rules of  Golf. Mulli-
gans are most often em-
ployed during friendly
rounds by golf  bud-
dies; or during char-
ity or play day
tour nament s
where Mulli-

gans are some-
times sold. 

The format is
a best-ball scramble
shotgun format with
four golfers on each
team.

There will be three flights with
prizes awarded for the top three teams
in each of  the flights. Prizes will be
awarded to the top three teams in
each flight. Examples of  the
first through third place
prizes are; first place, Yeti
cooler, second place, Call-
away Diablo 3 Wood and a
dozen Callaway balls, and
third place, Callaway Dia-
blo Hybrid. There will also be prizes
awarded for the longest putt and longest
drive. 

The tournament prizes are top qual-
ity, name brand items as they have been
in years past. 

There will also be a raffle held and

tickets are $5 each. Tickets must be pur-
chased at the Country Club the day of
the event. The prizes include a Savage

25.06 with a Bushnell scope, and a
deluxe lock-on tree stand. The
drawing will be held after the tour-

nament. 
There are several levels

of  sponsorships available for
the tournament.  They in-
clude; $100 Hole Sponsor (a
sign with your name/busi-
ness displayed at a hole);
Birdie Sponsor ($250,
name/business on Birdie
banner), Eagle Sponsor
($500, name/business on
Eagle banner); Ace Spon-
sor, ($1,000, name/business
on Ace banner).  They are
also offering a “Total Tour-
nament Sponsor” for $5,000,
which includes a four per-
son team, large banner and
hole sponsor sign.

This is a great way to
support our community, sup-
port Jefferson County and get
your name/business adver-
tised.
Checks should be made
payable to Sheriff ’s Char-
ity Fund.

Any sponsorship issues or questions
should be directed to Dawn at 850-997-2287
or stiffd@flcjn.net.

To register or for any golf  questions
contact Cricket at 850-997-1045 or crick-
etjcso@mail.com.
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Jefferson County Living

Fun, Food & Entertainment!
TallahasseeMonticelloPanacea

2821 Sharer Road, Tallahassee, FL 32312 • 850-383-0789
www.Itsfunner.com

Hours
Monday-Thursday: Noon - 11pm

Friday: Noon - 12am 
Saturday: 9am - 12am
Sunday: 10am - 11pm

Hours
Monday-Thursday: Noon - 11pm

Friday: Noon - 12am 
Saturday: 9am - 12am
Sunday: 10am - 11pm

• Bumper Boats
• Mini Golf
• Laser Tag
• Go-Karts
and much more!

  

        
      

 
   

      
 

       
         

          

 
 

      

   
 

 
  

  
  

 

  

 

  

Flame Broiled
Goodness

Please come visit our newly 
remodeled Dine in Restaurant

1209 S Jefferson St,
Monticello, FL 32344

Marine Supplies & Accessories • Trained Mechanics

Mike’s
Marine Supply

Hwy 98 • Panacea, FL 32346
www.mikesmarineflorida.com

850-984-5637 • 850-984-5693

Amber Houston
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Move over, Boy Scouts:
there is a new troop in
town that is deeply

Christ-centered and youth-focused. 
Trail Life Boy’s Troop 48 repre-

sents an investment in youth and
service to the community. It is also a
space for dads and sons to bond and
for boys to be boys. Enter the world
of  supervised power tool time, build-
by-numbers, and “high adventure”
experiences.

Troop 48 is part of  a national or-
ganization called Trail Life USA, a
boys’ social and service organization
that is very like the Boy Scouts. It
was founded in response to perceived
secularization of  the Scouts, as a
more Christ-centered alternative.
Many of  the children in this troop
are homeschooled, so the opportu-
nity to be in such a large, fun group
is not without merit.

The troop was started by Lloyd
local Rick Harter and sponsored by
Transforming Life Church. The
number 48 references Phillipians 4:8,
upon which the troop was founded:
“Finally, brothers and sisters, what-
ever is true, whatever is noble, what-
ever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is ad-
mirable— if  anything is excellent or
praiseworthy— think about such
things.”

The kids go on adventures, do
projects, and provide services to the
community.

Their projects include bird
houses, rope bridges, solar ovens,
and anything else the fathers can

teach them.
In the adventure department,

they canoe, hike, play, and more. In
fact, on Saturday, August 16, the
group went canoeing on the Wacissa
River: kids, dads, and leaders piled
into trucks and drove out to the river.
Kids learned proper rowing and
safety techniques as well as had a
picnic lunch and swim time.

In the service department, the
boys are already experts. These
promising, pint-sized young men
cleaned up an old storefront in down-
town Lloyd and are known for doing
good deeds and yard work for their
neighbors. According to Troop
Leader, Rick Harter, this kind of
service will help the boys to become
excellent men, husbands, and com-
munity leaders.

The storefront they cleaned is an
old gas station that was covered in
graffiti from the attentions of  way-
ward teenagers. That was until a
couple dozen boys and a handful of
dads, with the help of  Commissioner
Betsy Barfield decided to give the
building a facelift. Barfield supplied
the paint, brushes, and equipment.
Dads provided guidance. The boys
provided the muscle, labor, and their
can-do attitudes. In a spirit of  team-
work, they painted over the graffiti
and pulled all of  the weeds around
the building. 

Thanks to them, Lloyd is a little
prettier, and its residents can take a
little more pride in their community.

They are currently fundraising
with tea, cocoa, and coffee sales. Con-
tact sponsor church Transforming
Life Church in Lloyd at (850) 997-
TLC7 for more details.

Trail Life Troop 48 Busy Serving, Learning

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

6th Annual Charity Golf Tournament Saturday
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Jefferson County Living

Auto • Home
Business • Life

Health • Annuities

Call today for coverage information. 

Insuring
What
Matters
Most

100% CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 
IS OUR GOAL

FOREIGN & DOMESTICFOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Body & Paint Work • Frame Straightening

FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

11615 US Hwy 319 N 
Thomasville, GA

(Past Wal-Mart across the street from 
Stallings Dodge Chrysler Jeep)

229-226-2077

DUNHAM BODY SHOP

Morrow Insurance
Agency

380 S. Jefferson St. Monticello, FL

(850) 997-3912

From Wheelbarrow 
to 18-Wheeler

We’ve got your tires!

SSorensenorensen
TTire ire CCenter,enter,

IInc.nc.

1300 N. 
Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

850-997-4689

Road
Trip
Road
Trip

Barefoot In The Park Coming In September
DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Opera
House Stage
Company is

currently in rehearsal
for the Neil Simon com-
edy, ‘Barefoot in the
Park.’ Performances
are scheduled for the
second, third, and
fourth weekends of
September.

Paul and Corie
Bratter are newlyweds
in every sense of  the
word. He is a straight-
as-an-arrow lawyer,
and she is a free and ad-
venturous spirit. Their
tiny new fifth floor
walk up apartment is
her latest adventure. 

After a six-day hon-
eymoon, the Bratters
move into their new

home. Corie’s mother
comes for a visit, and
she is romanced by ec-
centric neighbor Victor
Velasco. (It seems that
because he is behind on
his rent, Velasco has to
go through Paul and
Corie’s apartment to
get to his.) Everything
that can go wrong does.
Paul and Corie don’t
understand each other.
Corie begins to suspect
that he’s staid and bor-
ing. She wants him to
be a little more sponta-
neous. Running ‘bare-
foot in the park’ would
be a start.

Corie is played by
Holly Parker, whose
most recent Opera
House appearance was
in Neil Simon’s ‘Pris-
oner of  Second Av-
enue.’ She was just

voted Theatre Tallahas-
see’s ‘Best Actress’ for
her performance in
‘Venus in Fur.’ 

The role of  straight
laced Paul is filled by
Mickey Clickner.
Mickey was the bad
boy Royce in the Stage
Company production
of  ‘Dearly Departed’
and the tax collector in
‘Who Killed the King.’  

Brenda Gibbs, who
played one of  the homi-
cidal sisters in ‘Arsenic
and Old Lace,’ is Mrs.
Banks, Corie’s mother.
Her most recent the-
atrical adventure was
stage managing for the
Laughingstock Players’
comedy revue.

The irrepressible
Victor Velasco is
played by the irrepress-
ible Frank Lynch in is

first Opera House ap-
pearance. Franks
comes to us via Mickee
Faust in Tallahassee,
where he writes and per-
forms.

Jesse Schober
(Phone Man) is another
newcomer to the Opera
House stage. In addition
to his day job, Jesse does
stand-up comedy at Tal-
lahassee clubs, including
the Comedy Zone.

Pamela Houmere,

our third Opera House
newcomer, plays the ex-
hausted Lord & Taylor
delivery person.

Judi Persons, who
has appeared on the
Opera House stage many
times in all kinds of
shows, is directing. She
last directed Neil
Simon’s ‘Prisoner of  Sec-
ond Avenue.’

The evening per-
formances, on Fridays
and Saturdays, are at 8

p.m. The Sunday mati-
nees, on September 14
and 21, are at 2 p.m.
(Note: there is no per-
formance on Saturday,
September 13.) Dinner
before the evening shows
is available by reserva-
tion. The menu is an ‘el-
egant picnic in the park.’

Tickets for dinner
and the show are $35, or
$30 for Opera House
members. Show-only
tickets are $15 and $12.

Monticello Police Department

Warns Of  New Scam

Chief  Fred-
Mosley of  the
Monticello Po-

lice Department warns
citizens that there are
many scams that are con-
ducted both through the
internet and telephone.
The Monticello Police De-
partment occasionally re-
ceives reports from
citizens who have been
the victim of  internet or
phone schemes. Often
times it is difficult to iden-
tify a specific person com-
mitting these crimes and
even if  a person or per-
sons are identified, the
criminals are often out of
the grasp of  the local
criminal justice system.
These scams are gener-
ated from all over the
United States and around
the world, making identi-
fication, apprehension
and prosecution difficult.
The Monticello Police De-
partment would like to in-
form citizens that the
Federal Bureau of  Investi-
gation has a unit dedi-
cated to investigating
internet scams and
frauds, and providing re-
lated information to the
public. This unit is the In-
ternet Crime Complaint
Center, also known as IC3.
The IC3 is a partnership
between the Nation White

Collar Crime Center
(NW3C) and the FBI.  The
IC3 serves as a clearing-
house and repository of
cyber crime complaints
from private citizens and
industry. The IC3 refers
complaints to law enforce-
ment agencies and pro-
vides analytical support
for cyber crime investiga-
tions and prosecution.
The website for the com-
plaint center is
www.IC3.gov. This site
explains the objectives of
the unit, provides preven-
tion tips, notes common
schemes, and allows peo-
ple to file a complaint
through the internet.
There is a lot of  useful in-
formation on this site that
will help you protect your-
self  from internet scams.
From this site and other
sources, citizens can
learn;

What some of
the common scams are;
such as Charity; counter-
feit cashiers checks; for-
eign lottery; investments
and mortgages; and the
impersonation of  local,
state, or federal law en-
forcement officials de-
manding money in lieu of
arrest or prosecution, or
for the release of, or care
for, a relative in custody.

What some of

the things you should
watch for; such as Being
asked for personal finan-
cial information; using
high-pressure sales tac-
tics; being told you have
won a foreign lottery or
sweepstakes; receiving a
counterfeit cashier’s
check or money order for
items or services; or, an
offer of  a check for more
than you are asking for an
advertised item you are
selling but requiring you
to mail or ship the item to
them. 

How to Remain
Vigilant: Take time to re-
search any offer you receive
over the internet or phone.
Do not deposit any checks
that are supposed winnings
from a lottery or sweep-
stakes until you are able to
validate the check. Do not
provide your personal or fi-
nancial information unless
you know who you are deal-
ing with, and, consult fam-
ily or friends or a trusted
advisor before making any
financial decisions.

The MPD encour-
ages citizens to visit these
websites and educate your-
self  about such scams and
if  you are the victim of  an
internet scam, report it to
the Internet Crime Center
and your local law enforce-
ment agency.  
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more than our ecbpublishing.com website, its our actual 
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Like us On 

Facebook!
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http://www.myallrealty.com

997-9994

All Realty Services
Big-Bend - Florida

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker
HUD Registered Florida Broker

850-933-6363 

850-

1216 Sq. Ft. Warehouse

$65,000

Residential 
1056 sq.ft 3Bd/2Bth 

$49,900 ALL FENCED

5. acres. 
Agricultural, Residential

$20,000

5 acres. 
Entirely wooded 

210.51 acres. 3 stocked ponds 
and a flowing creek.

$17,000

5 Acres 12x36 Storage
3Bd/2Bth

$285,000

215 E Washington St., 
Monticello, FL 32344

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Tues., Thurs. or Fri.
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

8/15,22,29,9/5

Lost

LEGALS

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Found

For Rent
1 & 2 bedRoom aPaRt-

ments avaIlable. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped per-
sons  with or without children.
Must meet income requirements.
850-997-5321.          11/23, tfn, c.   

For Sale
tRuCk CaP/toPPeR fits
Ford Ranger, Asking $150.
Call  850-997-3392  leave mes-
sage if no answer.

6/13,tfn

men's suIt, "GeoRGe"

blaCk,  44R Jacket, with
30W/ 30L slacks,  never worn,
asking $10.  call 850-997-0901
leave message if no answer. 7/2

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530

Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

mobIle homes In au-

CIlla aRea  3 BR, 1.5 BTH,
$450. mo.  $300. deposit.  2 BR/
1BTH, $400. mo. $300. deposit.
Call 352-359-2647          8/1-22,c

Help Wanted

ChaRmInG hIstoRIC

home. A spacious 4 BR, 1.5 BA
in downtown area. Central
heat/air. DW plus W/D hook-up.
Large porches. Walk to every-
thing. www.MonticelloRe-
alEstate.info. 631-0577. 

8/15,20,22/14

lead teChnICal RePRe-

sentatIve needed   This
position requires extensive
travel including weekends, some
holidays and at times overseas.
We do require you have a valid
driver’s license, pass a back
ground check and drug screen,
knowledge of tools & equip-
ment, ability to lift 50lbs, inter-
act with customers, two (2)
years crew lead experience,
basic computer skills, and have
professional communication
skills. We prefer you have a
passport and construction
knowledge. We have one (1) po-
sition available; please apply in
person at Big Top Mfg. on Mon-
day 8/18/14 through Friday
8/22/14.   Big Top is an equal
opportunity employer that does
not tolerate discrimination in
employment based upon race,
sex, religion, color, nation ori-
gin, age, disability, marital sta-
tus, special disabled veteran or
any other characteristic pro-
tected by law 8/15-22,C

Yard Sales
huGe movInG sale -

eveRythInG must Go!

Every Fri. & Sat. thru August.
1645 Watermill Rd.  off Wau-
keenah Hwy.  including 1950
Vintage Ford Tractor with Bush-
hog $3,000.                  8/1 -15,c

laRGe foRd tRuCk  hub

CaP found on S. Salt & 90 Inter-
section  Call 997-3568  to claim.   

8/20,22

mobIle homes on south

us 19. No Pets.  Water & Sewer
included.  Deposit required.  850-
545-3926                              8/20

hub CaP  foR Chevy van

2006,  lost 2 weeks ago.  Call
Judy at 997-0632.            8/20,22

2 bR/ 1ba  mobIle home.

No Deposit  Call 850-728-9523. 
8/22, pd

sat. & sun. 8/23 & 24  8am

- 3Pm  It all Goes!! in-
cluding the House.  Nice items.
1927 Two Horse Trail off Hwy.
90 between Monticello & Talla-
hassee, look for signs. See ad at
tallahassee craigslist under
garage sales                   8/22,pd

Want to buy 2 IndIa

blue Peahens.  Call 997-
5771                        6/22, 27,pd

8/22,29
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Budget Blinds offers a wide variety 
of energy-saving window treatments

Call us at 850-668-4835
www.budgetblinds.com/tallahassee

Schedule your FREE in-home 
consultation today

Smart Tips to Make Fall Lawn Care Easier
Abeautiful lawn is impor-

tant for a lovely home, but
when those autumn leaves

begin to fall, some extra effort is re-
quired to keep things picture perfect.
This once meant firing up noisy ma-
chinery and piling up bag after bag of
yard waste. Now that we live in more
environmentally-conscientious times,
this might not seem like such a re-
sponsible idea.

Doing things by hand doesn’t
have to lead to a sore back. Learning
some helpful hints can make your
lawn really stand out this year and
help you get the job done in a breeze.

Spring is when the lawn and gar-
den really come into full bloom, but
fall is when plants are storing energy
and nutrients to have ready when the
season turns. Like an athlete training
in the offseason, get a step up on the
competition by building a good foun-
dation. Now’s the time to fertilize and
aerate since roots keep growing and

storing energy even when above-
ground growth slows during the
colder months. Don’t forget to keep
watering too!

Weeding can be made less painful
if  you adhere to the old gardener’s
trick of  completing this task after it
rains. When the earth is dry, it’s

harder to pull out the whole weed
without breaking off  the top. After
rainfall, the ground is soft, making it
easier to pluck out entire weeds. They
can easily be added to leaves and
other debris that needs to be hauled
away.

Leaves can smother your lawn if
enough of  them build up, preventing
sunlight from reaching the grass and
increasing the chances of  lawn dis-
ease. Collecting the leaves in bags al-
lows your lawn to breathe and receive
proper sunlight.

The average cost to remove leaves
is $374. There are easy DIY methods
that can save you money. To make
your life easier and get the job done
faster, consider using tools such as
the EZ Leaf  Hauler, which acts like a
giant dustpan for leaves, and is a cost-
effective, green alternative.

Reduce waste by packing more
leaves into every bag with tools like
the EZ Leaf  Stomper or using leaves

and yard debris for mulch or compost.
Good posture can also prevent

backaches when raking leaves. Keep
your head up and back straight. Re-
lieve back pressure by raking in the
“scissors” stance: placing one foot for-
ward and the other back and revers-
ing position when comfortable.
Another option is to haul tarps by
using pull handles like EZ Tarp Tug-
ger.

Opt for ergonomically designed
rakes, shears and pruners that re-
quire less hand strength and provide
a comfortable non-slip grip to help
prevent muscle soreness. More infor-
mation on innovative tools for raking,
hauling and bagging yard waste can
be found at www.ezlawn
andgarden.com

Get a head start on home im-
provement this fall with smart lawn
and garden care. Grab the kids and
get the clippers, rake ‘em in and bag
‘em up.



1. Check pool chemistry 2-3 times
per week during the summer and
once per week in the winter.

2. Clean out skimmer basket(s)
weekly, or as needed if  conditions
exist.

3. Clean hair and lint pot in the
pump every couple of  weeks or as
needed. Turn off  pump to do this.

4. Check and monitor water level

at least once per month, adjust as
needed. Water level should be at the
center of  the tile or skimmer.

5. Check Deck-Chlor/Inline Chlo-
rinator at least once per week for
proper adjustment. Check flow as
needed while you check chlorine
readings. Make sure chlorine tablets
are in the Deck-Chlor or Inline Unit,
adjust as necessary to maintain ade-
quate chlorine levels.

6. Make sure light is on in the
ozone unit, if  you have one. Crack
valve only slightly at the pump. Be
careful not to break any of  the con-
nections -- they are fragile. Check
flow-meter often to ensure adjust-
ment is within range.

7. Add catalyst tabs if  you have
one as needed following instructions

for the gallons of  water in your pool.
Keep them in a cool dry place or they
will turn into block form.

8. Clean your filters. This may be
necessary after a heavy storm or once
every few months depending on con-
ditions in your pool. It would be best
to clean them about every 4-6 months.
Just remind yourself  to do it each time
you come back from the dentist, or
each time you change the air filters in
your home, which should be about the
same frequency. If  you have an extra
set of  elements it is a much easier and
quicker job. Soak dirty filters in a 10%
solution of  muriatic acid or a solution
of  TSP (trisodium phosphate). Use a
rubber trash can. Wear gloves and eye
protection. Be careful!  Always add acid
to water, NOT water to acid. Rinse until
clean and let them dry. Put your sup-
plies away until your next swap-out.
9. As you are monitoring your pool,

take note:
• are your returns very weak?
• is the in-floor cleaning system not

working very well?
• is the water clarity starting to

look bad?
If  any of  these conditions exist, it

is likely time to clean the filters. Most
pools should only need this done a cou-
ple of  times a year. There are excep-
tions though based on bather load (pool
usage).

10. Wipe/clean tile line weekly.
This will reduce build-up.

11. If  you have a salt water chlorine
generator than you will need to check
and clean the blades in the unit about
every 30 days. If  the red flow light or
flow meter is on or reading less than
normal, then the blades are likely cal-
cified and producing little to zero chlo-
rine. Turn the pump off, bleed off  any
pressure, undo the unions and clean
the blades per the manufacturer's rec-
ommendations.

12. Always keep chemicals stored
out of  direct sunlight. Keep them in a
cool dry place. Do NOT store acid and
chlorine right next to each other.

13. Your pool should not need to be
shocked on any regular basis if  you
have an ozone system. If  you need to do
it, do it at night. Use non-chorine based
shock if  you plan on swimming any
time soon. Another way to shock your
pool would be to run your pump for 24
hours using your ozone system. This
works great! If  you are on 24 hour circu-
lation (2-speed or variable speed pump)
than you should be just fine.
14. If  you start seeing any cracks
around the perimeter of  your pool be-
tween your deck and your tile, caulk it
with a small bead of  clear silicon. Do
not allow the water to migrate from in-
side the pool in and under the deck
through cracks at this joint.
15. Keep vegetation, animals, chemi-
cals (like fertilizers and ironite) away
from and out of  the pool. Nitrates
from bird droppings and waste from
animals and people are food for algae.
Don't feed the algae!
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Watson’s Tree ServiceWatson’s Tree Service

24 Hour
Emergency 

Storm Service

1928 Old Cassidy Rd. Thomasville GA 31792

Licensed and Insured
Bonded

Free Local Estimates

1-229-236-TREE
(8733)

1-229-289-5360
1-229-289-5530

TIMBERBAMBOONURSERY.COM
GOT BAMBOO!

We Will Manage Your Bamboo
And Make It Beautiful!

We Have Timber Bamboo Investment Program.
Email For Quotes:

Legendarybrowser@Gmail.Com
Live Bamboo Plants Starting At $50.00

Deer Stream Productions LLC

15 Tips For Keeping Your Home Swimming
Pool Sparkling Clean And Healthy To Use



Until the day we all get energy
dashboards in our home, we’re here to
help you understand why your energy
costs are where they are and how you
can take back your energy bills. Hint:
You need to do four or five energy-effi-
cient things to see a difference; one or
two won’t cut it. But — good news! —
they don’t cost much to do.

Why Do We Feel Victimized?
We don’t know what we’re buying.

Energy is the only product we buy on
a daily basis for which we have no idea
how much we pay until a month later,
says Cliff  Majersik, executive director
of  the Institute for Market Transfor-
mation, a research and policy-making
nonprofit focused on improving build-
ings’ energy efficiency.

Energy costs are going up. Infla-
tion is mainly to blame. Your bills are
projected to rise on average 2% per
year through 2040, according to the
U.S. Energy Information Administra-
tion (EIA), the research arm of  the en-
ergy department. Expect about 3.4%
per year if  the economy gets sluggish.

Other trends pushing up our en-
ergy usage:

A growing population means more
homes.

New homes are getting bigger,
though our families are getting
smaller, according to the Census Bu-
reau.

We’re plugging in more devices
(computers, smart phones, tablets, X-
boxes, plasma TVs) per household —

and not unplugging them. (More on be-
havior later.)

In fact, for the first time, energy
use for appliances, electronics, water
heating, and lighting accounts for
more than heating and cooling, ac-
cording to EIA.

Still, overall consumption is pretty
flat through 2040, thanks in part to:

• Appliance efficiencies.
• Population migration to dryer,

warmer climates in the South and
West.

• People living in multifamily
rather than single-family situations.

We make assumptions.
Assumption #1. Unless a home is

old — more than 30 years — we figure
it was built to code, which requires a
certain amount of  energy efficiency.
But building codes change pretty reg-
ularly, so even newer homes benefit
from improvements, says Lee Ann
Head, vice president of  research and
insights with the Shelton Group.

Assumption #2. We think utilities
are out to get us: They’ll jack up prices
no matter what we do. Shelton’s re-
search shows consumers blame utili-
ties above oil companies and the
government. But keep this mind: To
get rate changes, utilities must make a
formal case to public utility commis-
sions. They’re also on the hook to
pay for such things as:

• Infrastructure upgrades put off
for years.

• Efficiencies

• Equipment repairs after bouts of
nutty weather.

• Consumer rebates
Another reason rates seem stuck

is because utilities bundle fuel, serv-
ice, and delivery fees together.

Assumption #3. Our expectations
for energy savings are out of  whack.
When the Shelton Group asked con-
sumers what they would expect to re-
coup if  they invested $4,000 in
energy-efficient home improvements,
they said about 75% to 80%. 

Sorry, unless you invest in some
kind of  renewable energy source like
geothermal and solar, you won’t see
that kind of  savings. If  you do all the
right things (we’ll tell you about the
best five later), you could expect a 20%
to 30% reduction, Head says, particu-
larly if  you don’t succumb to the
Snackwell’s effect.

What does 30% translate into? $660
in savings per year or $55 per month,
based on the average household en-
ergy spend of  $2,200 per year, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of  Energy
(DOE).

Assumption #4. Many of  us don’t
know how to make the biggest impact
on our homes. That’s why we some-
times replace our windows first, when
that should probably be fifth or sixth
on the list of  energy-efficient improve-
ments, Shelton says. 

There’s nothing wrong with in-
vesting in new windows. They feel
sturdier; look pretty; increase the
value of  your home; feel safer than
old, crooked windows; and, yes, offer
energy savings you can feel (no more
draft).

But if  you spend $9,000 to $12,000
on windows and save 7% to 15% on
your energy bill, according to DOE
data, when you could have spent
around $1,000 for new insulation,
caulking, and sealing, and saved 10%
to 20% on your energy bill, you made
the wrong choice if  your only reason
for the project was reducing energy
costs.

The 5 Things You Should Do To 
Show Your Bills Who’s Boss
1. Caulk and seal air leaks. Buy a

few cans of  Great Stuff  and knock
yourself  out over a weekend, sealing
penetrations into your home from:

• Plumbing lines
• Electricity wires
• Recessed lighting
• Windows
• Crawlspaces
• Attics
2. Hire an HVAC contractor to take

a hard look at all your ductwork — are
there any ducts leaking that need to be
resealed? — and give you an HVAC
tune-up.

Savings: Up to $330 per year, for
duct sealing and tune up, says DOE

3. Program your thermostat. Shel-
ton found that 40% of  consumers in
her survey admit to not programming
their thermostat to energy-saving set-
tings. She thinks it’s even higher.

Savings: Up to $180 per year, says
EPA
Related: How to Program Your Ther-
mostat to See Real Savings

4. Replace all your light bulbs with
LEDs or CFLs. We suggest LEDs,
which have fewer issues than CFLs
(namely, no mercury), and although
expensive are coming down in price.
We’ve even seen a $10 model.

Savings: $75 per year by replacing
your five most frequently-used bulbs
with Energy Star-rated models, says
EPA.

5. Reduce the temperature on your
water heater. Set your tank heater to
120 degrees — not the 140 degrees most
are set to out of  the box. Dropping 20
degrees could save 6% to 10% on your
annual water heating costs, which are
14% to 18% of  your utility bills. Also
wrap an older water heater and the hot
water pipes in insulating material to
save on heat loss.

Savings: $18 to $39 per year
Important note: Resist the urge to

total these numbers for an annual sav-
ings. The estimated savings for each
product or activity can’t be summed be-
cause of  “interactive effects,” says DOE.
If  you first replace your central AC with
a more efficient one, saving, say, 15% on
energy consumption, and then seal
ducts, you wouldn’t save as much total
energy on duct sealing as you would
have if  you had first sealed them. There’s
just less energy to save at that point.

But these practices can help you
achieve the goal of  shaving 20% to 30%
of  your annual bill ($440 to $660).
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Lighten Up That Monthly Electric Bills With These Enegry Saving Ideas
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