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Photos by Tammy Wise-Thrash, May 5, 2014
The ACA Lady Warriors greet Natalie Sorensen at home plate after she ripped an out-of-the-park

homerun during the Regional Championship game against Central Florida Christian Academy. 
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FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy Lady War-
riors won their third Re-

gional Championship Title, ever, in
school history, and skunked both
teams in doing so.
The Lady Warriors hit the dia-

mond against Munroe on Saturday,
May 3 in the Regional Semi-Finals,
in a game, which had been rained
out on several occasions earlier in
the week, and the Lady Warriors
skunked Munroe for a 10-0 victory.
Aucilla scored four runs in the

first inning, one run in the fourth
inning, two runs in the fifth in-
ning, and one run in the sixth in-
ning.
As a team, at the plate, the

Lady Warriors had 30 plate appear-
ances, 28 at bats, 12 hits, four sin-
gles, six doubles, two triples, nine
RBI’s, 10 runs, one walk, and five
strikeouts.
Whitney Stevens had three

plate appearances, three at bats,

one hit, one double, and two runs.
Emma Witmer had three plate

appearances, three at bats, and one
strikeout.
Natalie Sorensen had three at

bats, two plate appearances, one
hit, one triple, two RBI’s, and one
strikeout.
Ramsey Sullivan had four

plate appearances, three at bats,
two hits, one single, one double,
one RBI, Thee runs, and one walk.
Kelly Horne had four plate ap-

pearances, four at bats, two hits,
one single, one double, two RBI’s
and one run.
Abigail Morgan had three

plate appearances, three at bats,
and one strikeout.
Elizabeth Hightower had three

plate appearances, three at bats,
two hits, one single, one double,
and one run.
Taylor Copeland had three

plate appearances, three at bats,
one hit, one triple, one RBI, and
two strikeouts.
Carly Joiner had four plate ap-

pearances, four at bats, three hits,

one single, two doubles, three RBI’
s, and three runs.
On the field, the Lady War-

riors had 21 total chances, three as-
sists, 18 putouts, and a fielding
percentage of  1.000.
Witmer had one total chance,

one putout, and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.
Sullivan had two total chances,

one assist, one putout, and a field-
ing percentage of  1.000.
Horne had 12 total chances, 12

putouts, and a fielding percentage
of  1.000.
Morgan had three total

chances, three putouts, and a field-
ing percentage of  1.000. 
Hightower had one total

chance, one assist, and a fielding
percentage of  1.000.
Copeland had one total chance,

one putout, and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.
Joiner had one total chance,

one assist, and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.
Please See
TITLE Page 5A

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

AGeorgia pair
was arrested
over the

weekend after attempt-
ing to cash a stolen check
at a local grocery store.
The Monticello Po-

lice Department (MPD)
reported that on Satur-
day, May 3, Winn Dixie
loss prevention advised
that they had two people
in the Monticello store
attempting to cash a
stolen check, and that 
Please See
CHECK Page 3A

JESSIE R. BOX
ECB Publishing, Inc.

To prepare for hurricane
season, Florida will have a
tax-free period from May

31 to June 8 for you to shop and pre-
pare. The Atlantic Hurricane season
runs from June 1 to November 30.
Items that will be tax-free in-

cludes: a portable self-powered light
source selling for $20 or less, a
portable self-powered radio; two-way
radio, or weather band radio selling
for $50 or less, a tarpaulin or other
flexible waterproof  sheeting selling

for $50 or less; a self-contained first-
aid kit selling for $30 or less; a
ground anchor system or tie-down
kit selling for $50 or less; a gas or
diesel fuel tank selling for $25 or less;
a package of  AA-cell, C-cell, D-cell, 6-
volt or 9-volt batteries, excluding au-
tomobile and boat batteries, selling
for $30 or less; a non-electric food
storage cooler selling for $30 or  less;
a portable generator used to provide
light or communications or preserve
food in the event of  a power outage
selling for $750 or less; and reusable
ice selling for $10 or less. 

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson
County Relay
For Life Can-

cer Survivors Dinner
will be held at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 13 at the
Monticello Opera

House. Doors will open
at 5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Hope

with survivors, care-
givers, Relay team
members, and friends
during dinner, with
music, and a short pro
Please See
RELAY Page 3A

LYNETTE NORRIS
ECB Publishing, Inc.

For the past
few days lead-
ing up to Sat-

urday, May 10, the
Jefferson County Post
Offices will be joining
in the 22nd annual Letter
Carriers Food Drive to
‘Stamp’ Out Hunger.
Please See
HUNGER Page 3A

JESSIE R. BOX
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Florida has
once again
set the week-

end for the three-day
tax break, on school
supplies, from August 1
to August 3.
Shoppers will not

have to pay sales taxes
on any clothing worth
$100 or less. This in-
cludes clothes, hand-

bags, wallets and any
footwear.  Footwear
that is not tax-free in-
cludes skis,

rollerblades, skater or
swim fins. 
Shoppers would not
have to pay taxes on
school supplies worth
$15 or less per item.
The first $750 of  a per-
sonal computer is tax-
free. Personal
computers include elec-
tronic book readers,
laptops, desktops,
tablets and tower com-
puters.

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

ATallahassee
man was ar-
rested over

the weekend and charged
with grand theft of  an
automobile, in a case dat-
ing back nearly five
months.
The Jefferson

County Sheriff ’s Office
reported that on May 4,
Deputy Jarrod Rigdon
was patrolling the area
of  US-27 and Waukeenah
Highway, and he noticed
a vehicle traveling west-
bound of  US-27 at a high
rate of  speed, and it was
failing to drive in a sin-
gle lane. 
The deputy caught

up with the vehicle at
US-27 and US-19, where
he activated his patrol
lights and signaled the
driver to pull over.

The red Jeep Patriot
pulled over onto the right
shoulder of  the road. 
Deputy Rigdon ran

the tag, and dispatch ad-
vised that the tag be-
longed to a 1996 silver
Honda four-door. The
deputy double-checked
the reading of  the tag
with dispatch, and they
again advised with the
same information.
Please See
CHARGED Page 3A

Lady Warriors Win Third
Regional Title Ever

Man Charged With
Grand Theft Auto

Gino Laquince Browning

Georgia Pair Charged
With Attempting To
Cash Stolen Check

Michael Laross Randle
Kenyanna Yasaicia

Swinger

Florida School Tax-Free Weekend

Prepare for Hurricane Season Tax-Free

Relay For Life Survivor
Dinner Tuesday

Help The
Post Office

‘Stamp
Out

Hunger’ 



Since I have
moved to Mon-
ticello, I’ve

met a lot of  great moth-
ers.

Louise Jones is the
mother to five boys, two
of  which she and her
husband adopted. She
rises early and gets
them ready for school.
She stays up late and
helps with homework.
She cooks for the youth
group, to which she is a
mother of  sorts. She
supports and loves her
“boys” no matter how
old they get. A mother is
devotion.

Cheryl Painter is a
momma bear. She loves
and protects her chil-
dren, even when most
of  them live in Wiscon-
sin. Sometimes, she
misses them so much
that she’ll have to pull
out family photo al-
bums to see their faces.
A mother is love.

Lynn Long is an-
other one. In supporting

her husband, Mike, in
his passion for firefight-
ing, she provided the
backbone for her family
and raised her son to be
upright and level-
headed. She patiently
waited through long
nights while Mike was
away firefighting, and
long months when
brushfires swept across
the western states and
Mike was called to ac-
tion: her husband calls
her a saint. A mother is
strength.

Glenda Slater sup-
ports her children, even
when their decisions
lead to misfortune. She
is gentle, wise, and wel-
coming. She grounds
herself  in God and
weathers storms with
His grace. A mother is
patience.

Mary Jane Dickey
and Denise Tosado are
the (respective) quiet
and loud sources of  wis-
dom for the MVFD.
They help in decision-

making, organization,
and daily operations. A
mother is guidance.

And yet, as dearly
as I love these women,
my grandmother repre-
sents all of  these and so
much more. Lula Mae
has room in her heart
for every child, every
grandchild, every pet,
every boyfriend, every
bff. Every time her
heart fills up with peo-
ple, she seems to make
additions: for the old
man at the bus stop, for
the little baby at the gro-
cery store, for the great
aunt in the nursing
home. For strangers
and friends, and the
ever-expanding group
of  family and their
friends. She teaches
children the calls of
birds and alphabet let-
ters; patience and
prayer; sums and sym-
pathy. 

One day, I hope to be
half  the woman she is.

Happy Mothers Day
to all the moms this
weekend!

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Gary Andrew
Reeves, 40, of
Wacissa, was

arrested April 22 and
charged with domestic
battery. Bond was set at
$500 and he bonded out
of  jail the following day.

Branmetrius D.
Hillsman, 25, of  Talla-
hassee, was arrested
April 23 and charged
with introduction of  con-
traband into a state cor-
rectional facility. Bond
was set at $2,500 and he
bonded out of  jail the
same day.

Aston K. Adams, 27,
of  Quincy, was arrested
April 23 on an outstand-
ing Gadsden County
warrant charging her
with two counts of  viola-
tion of  probation. She
was released on April 28
with no bond.

Joseph Cramer, 35,
of  Jefferson County, was
arrested April 23 and
charged with violation
of  probation. Bond was
withheld and he re-
mained at the County
Jail May 8.

Kathy Woody, 35, of
Monticello, was arrested
April 23 and charged

with driving while li-
cense suspended or re-
voked, knowingly. Bond
was set at $500 and she
remained at the County
Jail May 8.

Ormar Walker, 20, of
Thomasville, was ar-
rested April 25 and
charged with fleeing and
eluding. He was released
on his own recognizance
the following day.

Justin Lee Nissley,
21, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested April 26 and
charged with domestic
battery, resisting without
violence, and criminal
mischief. A total bond of
$10,000 was set and he
bonded out of  jail the
same day.

Roosevelt Prier, 56,
of  Jacksonville, FL, was
arrested April 26 and
charged with driving
under the influence.
Bond was set at $500 and
he bonded out of  jail the
following day.

Wilson Tyrone
Hamilton, 54, of  Monti-
cello, was arrested April
28 and charged with ex-
pired driver’s license
more than six months,
and reckless driving. A
total bond of  $1,000 was
set and he bonded out of
jail the following day.

Juan Bautista
Sanchez, 46, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested
April 29 and charged
with felony driving
under the influence. He
was released on his own
recognizance the same
day.

Matthew Kaplan, 19,
of  Boca Raton, FL, was
arrested April 30 and
charged with possession
of  marijuana less than 20
grams, and possession of
paraphernalia. A total
bond of  $1,000 was set
and he bonded out of  jail
the same day.

Jordan Zachary Kar-
lin, 19, of  Boca Raton,
FL, was arrested April 30
and charged with posses-
sion of  marijuana less
than 20 grams, and pos-
session of  parapherna-
lia. A total bond of  $1,000
was set and he bonded

out of  jail the same day.
Jessica N. Johnson,

25, of  Jacksonville, FL,
was arrested May 2 and
charged with possession
of  marijuana less than 20
grams, and possession of
paraphernalia. A total
bond of  $1,000 was set
and she bonded out of
jail the following day.

Michael Laross Ran-
dle, 59, of  Atlanta, GA,
was arrested May 3 and
charged with attempted
grand theft. Bond was set
at $5,000 and he re-
mained at the County
Jail May 8.

Kenyanna Yasaicia
Swinger, 25, of  Fairburn,
GA, was arrested May 3
and charged with ob-
structing an officer and
resisting, and attempted
grand theft. A total bond
of  $5,500 was set and she
remained at the County
Jail May 8.

Christopher Rashad
Jones 27, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested
May 3 and charged with
driving while license sus-
pended or revoked,
knowingly. Bond was set
at $500 and he bonded out
of  jail the following day.

Gino Laquince
Browning, 52, of  Talla-
hassee, was arrested May
4 and charged with grand
theft of  an automobile,
and driving while license
suspended or revoked,
knowingly. A total bond
of  $5,500 was set and he
bonded out of  jail the
same day. 

Austin Robert Lans-
berry, 21, of  Tallahassee,
was arrested May 4 and
charged with driving
under the influence, pos-
session of  marijuana
less than 20 grams, and
possession of  parapher-
nalia. A total bond of
$1,500 was set and he
bonded out of  jail the
same day.

Jessica L. Vance, 38,
of  Jefferson County, was
arrested May 4 and
charged with domestic
battery, and trespass. A
total bond of  $3,000 was
set and she bonded out of
jail May 5.

There is an old
Celtic saying,
“Never trust a

man that walks without
a limp.” It is not talking
about a physical limp. It
means that you should
never trust someone
who has not been broken
at some point in their
life. C. S. Lewis, the au-
thor of  The Chronicles
of  Narnia, and noted
apologist, said once that
“It is doubtful whether
God can use a man
greatly until first He
wounds him.”

This is not a limita-
tion on God, it is a limi-
tation on man. The man
who has never lain flat
and broken, crying to
God for mercy and help,
cannot know how great
the Power of  God truly
is. We all have heard,
“you don’t know what
you have until you lose
it.” Why would you
think that the same
thing does apply to
God’s grace and mercy?
The most trustworthy
and useful of  God’s dis-
ciples are those that
have been truly, and I
mean truly, humbled be-
fore God. 

With that being said,
then what would be the
greatest sin? That’s easy
– the opposite of  humil-
ity – pride. All other sins

first spawn from the sin
of  pride. If  you are not
first prideful, you would
not willingly commit
these other sins. All sins
against someone else,
are preceded by
thoughts that your
needs outweigh the
needs of  others. Murder,
rape, theft, racism, prej-
udices, hatred, gossip,
bullying, slighting some-
one, thinking bad
thoughts about someone
-- all of  it first stems
from us thinking that
our needs outweigh the
needs of  someone else.
Our rights outweigh the
rights of  someone else.
I’m better than they are
because I am… They
should not be allowed
to… because they
don’t… I am better than
them because I am a bet-
ter Christian.

If  pride is the great-
est sin, would not then
the greatest form of
pride be that of  Spiri-
tual Pride? Spiritual
Pride is the thought
process that I know the
exact meaning of  the
Bible and what it says,
more than anyone else.
That is what gives me
the right and power to
pass sentence over oth-
ers who disobey. Is that
not prideful? 

Of  course we all
think we are right. If  we
thought we were wrong,
we’d change to what we
thought was correct.
Duh. And I am not say-
ing that there is no place
for teaching the Bible.
Of  course it is our duty
to educate and help oth-
ers. Preachers, teachers,
lay persons, even me as I
put words on paper.
Helping others not only

physically but mentally
and spiritually is what
this life is all about. 

The point I am mak-
ing, however, is that NO
ONE has the ultimate
answer. Why? Because
you are not God. I am
not God. We are human,
and therefore in some
ways, we are all wrong.
The prideful thing is to
believe that we are right
enough that I am valid to
interpret God’s word
and use it to dictate pun-
ishment on those I deem
as less correct. 

If  we are to believe
the Bible, we really have
only two choices:

1. Pride goeth be-
fore destruction; a
haughty spirit before a
fall. (Proverbs 16:18)

2. If  My people,
which are called by My
name, will humble them-
selves and pray, and seek
My face, and turn from
their evil ways, then I
will hear from heaven
and will forgive their
sins and heal their land.
(2 Chronicles 7:14)

Sitting in church
does not mean you are
seeking God. Conversely
sitting at home on Sun-
day does not mean you
are not seeking God. “…
humble yourself  and
pray, and seek My face..” 

As long you pray for
others to change to the
way you know God
wants them to act, it is
not humility. You should
be praying for God to
change YOU to how HE
thinks. Until you gen-
uinely tell God that you
have no clue what HE
wants, then you have
never humbled yourself
before HIM. 

Think about it.
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Think About

By Harvey Greene

‘Brew’ Ha Ha:

Humble Yourself  And Pray

Happy Mother’s Day!
to

The Super-Senior Mothers
of

Lloyd, Florida

The Oldest
• Ruth Plair Blake, Age 97

Compilator: Rosa Bassa
Lloyd, Florida

• Rosa Lee Johnson               • Pennie Pleas Miller

• Flora Hall Williams            • Nettie Ransom Norton

• Millie Norton Wilson    • Mary Jackson Denmark

• Susie Mae Norton Pugh • Lula Mc Clenton Rivers

• Lula Mae Wilson Blake       • Mary Hightower Ingram

• Rosa Mae Graham Hughes  • Sarah Lawrence Simmons

• Rachel Harrison Bright   • Thelma Barrington Glenn

• Thelma Lawrence Campbell • Alberta Williams Leonard

• Dorothy Barrington Mosley • Dorothy Wilson Barrington

• Dorothy Hightower Plummer • Bertha Lee Rivers Lawrence

• Annie Bell Williams Huggins

Birth Years: 1916 - 1939

Happy Mother’s Day
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Relay             continued from page 1A  
Deputy Rigdon called

the driver out of  the vehi-
cle to the front of  his pa-
trol car, where he was
detained. 

The driver said that
he did not have any iden-
tification on him, but
stated that his name was
Gino Laquince Brown-
ing, 52, of  Tallahassee.
The deputy checked
Browning’s fingerprints
on the rapid ID check and
verified that he had given
his correct name. 

Dispatch advised
that Browning’s driver’s

license was suspended on
March, 29, 2010, Decem-
ber 5, 2012, April 22, 2013,
and May 1, 2014, and no-
tice was given on the first
date.

Browning’s driving
record indicated that he
had three prior convic-
tions for driving while li-
cense suspended or
revoked.

The deputy then ran
the Vehicle Identification
Number (VIN).

The VIN came back
to a 2010 red Jeep Patriot,
and was being reported

stole by the Tallahassee
Police Department (TPD)
as of  December 16, 2013.

TPD was contacted
via tele-type, and they
confirmed the vehicle as
stolen. 

Browning was ar-
rested and charged with
grand theft of  a motor ve-
hicle, and driving while
license suspended or re-
voked, knowingly. He was
also cited for failure to
maintain a single lane. 

A total bond of  $5,500
was set and he bonded
out of  jail the same day. 

Check               continued from page 1A  
they had already cashed
two checks in felony
amounts in Tallahassee
Winn Dixie’s on the
same day.

Officers made con-
tact with the two sus-
pects in the store.

The female had pre-
sented the store with a
US Treasury check in
the amount of  $1,187.27,
made out to Geraldine
Long, and also presented
a fake Georgia driver’s li-
cense, which was bear-
ing her photograph. 

Officers inquired
what her name was, and
the female pointed at the
fake identification and
told them that was her.

Officers found loss
prevention had evidence
of  the male passing two
separate US Treasury
checks in Tallahassee,
exceeding $2,000, on the
same day. Loss preven-
tion had a copy of  one,
where the male used the
name Michael Boyd. The

male refused to identify
himself.

Post Miranda, the fe-
male eventually admit-
ted that her real name
was Kenyanna Yasaicia
Swinger, 25, of  Fairburn,
GA, and she produced
what appeared to be a
valid Georgia driver’s li-
cense with photo. 

Swinger stated that
the male and another un-
known female picked up
at her home near Atlanta
earlier the same day, and
they drove to Florida
with the intent to cash
different checks with
fake identifications, im-
plicating that the male
was the one who pro-
vided her with the check
and fake identification. 

Swinger also stated
that she witnessed the
male cash two checks in
Tallahassee, and attempt
to cash a third, but was
denied.

The male eventually
identified himself  as

Michael Laross Randle,
59, of  Atlanta, GA. Ran-
dle admitted, post Mi-
randa, that he had
cashed two checks in
Tallahassee in excess of
$1,000 each. 

Both were arrested
on the attempt to cash
the check at the Monti-
cello Winn Dixie.

Swinger was addi-
tionally charged with ob-
s t r u c t i o n / f a l s e
information regarding
the fake ID provided to
the initial investigating
officer.

Winn Dixie loss pre-
vention is currently re-
porting two Tallahassee
checks to law enforce-
ment, and it is expected
that Randle will have ad-
ditional charges shortly.

Randle’s bond was
set at $5,000 and he re-
mained at the County
Jail May 8. Swinger,
had a total bond of  $5,500
set and she remained at
the County Jail May 8.

Hunger             continued from page 1A  

gram.
Entertainment will

be provided by Virtuoso
Pianist Lawrence Blake
of  Monticello.

Dinner will be pre-
pared and served by
members of  the Monti-
cello Woman’s Club.

The evening event
is sponsored by Chair-
man David Hobbs and
the Jefferson County
Sheriff ’s Office.

Contact Coordina-
tor Cricket Edwards at
850-997-1045 or edward-
sch@flcjn.net if  you
plan to attend. 

This will also be a
great time to sign up
Relay teams and to vol-
unteer during the Fri-
day, May 16 event.
Volunteers and donors
are always needed to
make for a successful
event.

Relay teams to date
include: Brynwood Cen-
ter H&R, Winn Dixie, JC
Sheriff ’s Office, Jeffer-
son Elementary School,
Lions Club, Farmers &
Merchants Bank, Capi-
tal City Bank, B&B Tire.
Jefferson County
Health Department, Au-
cilla Christian Acad-
emy, Avalon Plantation,
and First United
Methodist Church.

Sheila Griffin, spe-
cialist for the Relay For
Life Florida Division of
the American Cancer
Society and county Lia-
son, will also be avail-

able with the most re-
cent entertainment
lineup for the Jefferson
County Relay For Life
event on May 16 from 6
p.m. to 12 a.m.

Luminaria bags will
also be available for
purchase of  a donation
and filled in with the
name of  a loved one.
When the sun goes
down at every Relay
event, hope shines the
brightest. During the
Luminaria Ceremony,
hundreds of  Luminaria
light the track to cele-
brate the lives of  those
who have battled can-
cer, remember those
who have lost their bat-
tle, and fight back
against the disease that
has taken too much.
The ceremony of  light
symbolizes the hope
and perseverance with
which we continue to
fight.

*The entertainment
lineup begins with
Chazz Clooney, perform-
ing an acoustic set of
songs with friends and
other local artists, end-
ing with a couple of  old
favorites in which all
performing musicians
are invited to sit in and
participate.

*Hal Shows with his
current group ‘The Cat-
birds’. An acoustic out-
fit that plays original
tunes and a few classics
the band is in love with.
Shows formed the cele-

brated post-punk band
‘Persian Gulf ’ in 1980.
The group made three
records and toured
through the 80’s before
breaking up in New
York City, in 1988. His
solo releases include
Birthday Suit (1990,)
Lifeboat (1996,) Native
Dancer (2003,) and
Treasure of  Love (2012.) 

*BOBO Jr., from
Tallahassee, features
local musicians Keith
Patterson and Steve
Eudy playing a selec-
tion of  acoustic/electric
soul music. The band
draws its name from
Patterson’s father,
James ‘The Great BoBo’
Patterson, who sang
and danced in various
funk/soul music bands
in the Myrtle Beach, SC
area back in the mid to
late sixties.

*Boo Radley, the lat-
est project from Com-
mon ZenZ singer and
guitarist Michael
Turner. Together with
veteran Baltimore club
rocker Julia Matson,
they combine the sound
of  acoustic music like
Neil Young, Heart, and
the Civil Wars into a
new alternative original
acoustic rock sound.

To get on this lineup
of  great entertainers,
contact ACS Liaison
Sheila Griffin at 850-329-
4545 or 850-294-6313, or
go to sheila.griffin
@cancer. org.

Postal carriers have
left empty bags in mail-
boxes on their routes for
residents and busi-
nesses to fill with
canned goods and non-
perishable foods items.  

Just place the items
into these bags and
leave them either in the
mailbox, or hanging
from the mailbox, for
the letter carriers to
pick up any day through
Saturday, May 10. Peo-
ple are also invited to
bring food items to the
post office anytime dur-
ing business hours.

The food items will

then be distributed
through local food
pantries.

Look for the special
plastic bag in your mail-
box or drop off  your do-
nation the next time
you swing by the post of-
fice to mail something
between now and May
10.  

This food drive is
the largest, single day
non-perishable food col-
lection event in the
country resulting in the
collection of  more than
74 million pounds of
food in 2013, feeding
more than 30 million

people nationwide. 
Locally, the Na-

tional Association of
Letter Carriers will dis-
tribute reminder cards
and Publix grocery bags
to residents. Non-per-
ishable food items such
as canned goods, cereal,
peanut butter, etc. can
be placed into the gro-
cery bags and left at the
mailboxes of  residents
for pickup by their
postal carrier.

With your help The
National Letter Carri-
ers Food Drive can help
to ‘Stamp Out Hunger’
in Jefferson County.

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Building activ-
ity picked up
a little in

April, compared with
the previous month. 

This according to
the latest figures re-
leased by the Jefferson
County/City of  Monti-
cello Building Inspec-
tion and Contractor
Licensing Department
on Friday, May 2.

The report shows
the city and county is-
sued a combined 52 per-
mits in April, up 12
from the 40 issued in
March, with home re-
pairs and renovations
continuing to be the
dominant activity.

The 52 permits gen-
erated $8,706.76 in fees,
notably up from the
$5,850.66 generated by
the 40 permits in
March. Of  the 52 per-
mits, the city issued 14

and collected $2,814.27
in fees, and the county
issued 38 and collected
$5,892.49.

A breakdown of  the
52 permits shows 45
were for repairs and ad-
ditions; two for residen-
tial construction; one
for a commercial-re-
lated project; two for
mobile homes; and two
for a miscellaneous
uses, such as a shed,
sign, workshop or barn.
In the residential per-
mit category, the April
valuation was $246,799,
significantly higher
than zero activity
recorded in March.

This valuation was zero
in April 2013. 

The valuation for
commercial permits
was $190,000, down
from the $700,000
recorded in March. It
was $1,168,552 in April
2013.

And the valuation
for other permits (a cat-
egory that includes ad-
ditions, re-roofs and
non-residential struc-
tures) was $1,186,509, up
considerably from the
$780,436 recorded in
March. This valuation
was $231,458 in April
2013.

For its part, the Jef-
ferson County Planning
and Zoning Depart-
ment issued 12 permits
and collected $4,092.80
in fees, down from the
14 permits and $6,354.00
collected in March. In
April 2013, the depart-
ment issued 10 permits
and collected $5,692.76
in fees.

Building Activity
Picks Up Slightly

Dear Savvy
Senior, What
can you tell

me about reverse mort-
gages? I was considering
one last year, but now I
hear they are more diffi-
cult to get. 

Ready to Reverse

Dear Ready,
That’s correct.

Tighter rules on reverse
mortgages that have re-
cently gone into affect
have made them harder
to get, especially for sen-
iors with heavy debt
problems. 

The reason the Fed-
eral Housing Adminis-
tration (FHA) made
these changes was to
strengthen the product,
which has suffered from
a struggling housing
market and a growing
number of  defaults by
borrowers. Here’s a run-
down of  how reverse
mortgages now work in
2014.

Overview: The ba-
sics are still the same. A
reverse mortgage is a
loan that allows senior
homeowners to borrow
money against the eq-
uity in their house. The
loan doesn’t have to be
repaid until the home-
owner dies, sells the
house or moves out for
at least 12 months. It’s
also important to know
that with a reverse mort-
gage, you, not the bank,
own the house, so you’re
still responsible for
property taxes, insur-
ance and repairs. 

Eligibility: To be eli-
gible for a reverse mort-
gage you must be at least
62 years old, own your
own home (or owe only a
small balance) and cur-
rently be living there.
You will also need to un-
dergo a financial assess-
ment to determine

whether you can afford
to make all the neces-
sary tax and insurance
payments over the pro-
jected life of  the loan. 

Lenders will look at
your sources of  income,
assets and credit history.
Depending on your fi-
nancial situation, you
may be required to put
part of  your loan into an
escrow account to pay
future bills. 

If  the financial as-
sessment finds that you
cannot pay your insur-
ance and taxes and have
enough cash left to live
on, you will be denied.

Loans: Nearly all re-
verse mortgages offered
today are Home Equity
Conversion Mortgages
(HECM), which are FHA
insured and offered
through private mort-
gage lenders and banks.
HECM’s also have home
value limits that vary by
county, but cannot ex-
ceed $625,500.  See
hud.gov/l l/code/ l l -
slcrit.cfm for a list of
HUD approved lenders. 

Loan amounts: The
amount you get through
a reverse mortgage de-
pends on your age, your
home’s value and the
prevailing interest rates.
Generally, the older you
are, the more your
house is worth, and the
lower the interest rates
are, the more you can
borrow. A 70-year-old,
for example, with a
home worth $300,000
could borrow around
$170,000 with a fixed-rate
HECM. To calculate how
much you can borrow,
visit reversemortgage.
org. 

Loan costs: Reverse
mortgages have a num-
ber of  up-front fees in-
cluding a 2 percent
lender origination fee
for the first $200,000 of

the home’s value and 1
percent of  the remain-
ing value, with a cap of
$6,000; a 0.5 percent ini-
tial mortgage insurance
premium fee; along with
an appraisal fee, closing
costs and other miscella-
neous expenses. Most
fees can be deducted for
the loan amount to re-
duce your out-of-pocket
cost at closing.

In addition, you’ll
also have to pay an an-
nual mortgage insur-
ance premium of  1.25
percent of  the loan
amount.   

Payment options:
You can receive the
money in a lump sum, a
line of  credit, regular
monthly checks or a
combination of  these.
But in most cases, you
cannot withdraw more
than 60 percent of  the
loan during the first
year. If  you do, you’ll
pay a 2.5 percent upfront
insurance premium fee.

Counseling: All bor-
rowers are required to
get face-to-face or tele-
phone counseling
through a HUD ap-
proved independent
counseling agency be-
fore taking out a reverse
mortgage. Some agen-
cies are awarded grants
that enable them to offer
counseling for free, but
most charge around $125
to $250. 

To locate a counsel-
ing agency near you,
visit hud.gov/offices/
h s g / s f h / h e c m /
hecmhome.cfm or call
800-569-4287. 

Send your senior
questions to: Savvy Sen-
ior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit
SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to
the NBC Today show
and author of  “The
Savvy Senior” book.



This Mother’s
Day, Honey Lake
Plantation Re-

sort & Spa, a proper South-
ern plantation, unveils a
sumptuous Mother’s Day
Brunch menu, promising a
delightful beginning to a
special day. Known for
meticulous preparation
and presentation, Execu-
tive Chef  Greg Folden in-
troduces the Mother’s Day
Brunch menu infused with
Southern twists on classic
favorites, including Veni-
son Gumbo, Cinnamon
Chicken Salad, Salmon and
Grouper el Greco with
Lemon Au Jus along with
traditional Southern
desserts like sweet pecan
pie and classic carrot cake.
Guests can sip, sample, and
savor the delectable brunch
fare while dining atop the
Whispering Pines Restau-
rant terrace, overlooking
4,800 acres of  green pas-
tures and nature’s inhabi-
tants. For all the details on
Honey Lake Plantation’s
Mother’s Day Brunch, con-
tact Jeri Bradley at 850-
948-9911 or go to
www.honeylakeplanta-
tion.com.

Circuit 2 Reform Spe-
cialist Elizabeth Phillips
mentions that the Depart-
ment of  Juvenile Justice
and her office has offi-
cially settled in at its new
location, 2020 Capital Cir-
cle SE, in Tallahassee; in
the Alexander Building
within the Koger Center.
The telephone and fax
numbers will remain the
same, 850-921-1066 and 850-
414-1570. Her cell number
is 850-251-8132. The mis-
sion of  the Department of
Juvenile Justice is to in-
crease public safety by re-
ducing juvenile

delinquency through effec-
tive prevention, interven-
tion, and treatment
services that strengthen
families and turn around
the lives of  troubled youth.

Phyllis Brown re-
minds all that the Veterans
Memorial Railroad will
have a special free train
ride day for everyone on
Armed Forces Day, May 17,
to honor all military per-
sonnel, active or retired,
veterans, and their fami-
lies. The event will be held
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Do-
nations are appreciated
but not necessary. Also, for
your enjoyment, a walking
trail, picnic pavilions, RR
Caboose you can enter,
playground, and an air-
conditioned depot with a
train table full of  trains
for young children’s play.
for more information go to
veteransmemorialrail -
road.org or call 850-643-
6646, or 850-643-5491.

Kids Incorporated is
hiring teachers for its Early
Head Start centers in Talla-
hassee. A child develop-
ment associate credential is
a minimum requirement.
The teacher-to-child ratio is
1-to-4 in all classrooms, and
the agency offers an excel-
lent benefits package. To
view the job description
and application visit
www.kidsincorporated.org
/employment.

Reading takes the spot-
light May 12 – 18 for the 95th

annual Children’s Book
Week, with events that con-
nect young readers with au-
thors and illustrators
taking place in all 50-states
for the first time. Take a
look at the official poster,
designed by the 2013 Chil-
dren’s Choice Illustrator of
the Year Robin Preiss
Glasser Fancy Nancy.) For
more information, visit
bookweekonline.com.

Trade your eye doc for
an e-book... you’ll read
faster! For people with eye
diseases like macular de-
generation, digital tablets
increased reading speed by
as much as 42-words per

minute, compared with that
of  print books or newspa-
pers. This was founded re-
cently by researchers at the
Robert Wood Johnson Med-
ical School in New Jersey.
The reason it works is be-
cause the illuminated
screens of  the tablet com-
puters offer sharper resolu-
tion than printed materials,
and help readers discern
words more easily, says
study leader Daniel B. Roth,
M.D. According to Nicole
Mangona, for your best eye-
ball-friendly reading expe-
rience, set the brightness to
maximum, avoiding places
with background glare,
such as strong fluorescent
lighting or sunshine, and
increasing the font size.

The Cross Landings
H&RC administrative staff
and department heads cele-
brated National Nurses
Week by serving breakfast
to their nurses on Monday,
On Tuesday, the nurses
were treated to fresh
popped popcorn, mono-
grammed drinking glasses,
and other treats; and the
therapy department offered
massages throughout the
day. On Wednesday, the
staff  prepared a home-
cooked meal, with family
favorite dishes brought in
to share. On Thursday,
sweet treats and ice cream
were served. On Friday, the
nurses received gift bags
filled with useful goodies.
Drawings were held daily
through the week for spe-
cial gift baskets and other
gifts donated by commu-
nity residents and busi-
nesses.

During National Nurs-
ing Home Week, May 11 –
17, Cross Landings H&RC
will celebrate with Mardi
Gras Monday, ice cream
and soda served by Big
Bend Hospice personnel;
Hawaiian Tuesday; Wild,
Wild West Wednesday; Ital-
ian Thursday; and an All
American Friday will be
held with a game of  base-
ball between staff  and resi-
dents, hotdogs and cold
drinks. 
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May 9
Monticello Jamboree
Band performs music for
dancing every Friday
night at 7 p.m. at 625
South Water Street.
Everyone is welcome to
come dance, listen to
some of  the finest music,
enjoy doorprizes, soft
drinks, snacks, and just
enjoy some fun and ca-
maraderie with neigh-
bors and friends. This is
a nonprofit charitable
event. Donations are ac-
cepted. For questions or
concerns, contact Bobby
Connell at 850-445-0049. 

May 9
Monticello/Jef ferson
County Chamber of
Commerce will a Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony at 12
p.m. on Friday, for the
grand opening of  Red
Hot Vapors, 247 North
Jefferson Street.  

May 10
Scarlet O’Hatters meet at
11:30 a.m. on the second
Saturday at a location of
their choosing. Contact
Queen Mum Pat Mu-
chowski at 850-997-0688
for information about
the Red Hat Society. 

May 10, 11
Mayhaw Berry Festival
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday at
Golden Acres Ranch on
Barnes Road.  

May 11
Camellia Garden Circle

of  the Monticello Gar-
den Club will meet at 2
p.m. on the second Sun-
day. Members bring
treats and beverages to
share.  For more infor-
mation about this Circle
and its events and pro-
grams, contact Chair-
man Jane Davis at
850-997-4320 or email her
at jkdeercrossing
@aol.com.

May 12
Big Bend Horseman’s
Association meets at 7
p.m. on the second Mon-
day at Green Industries
Institute for a brief  pro-
gram and meeting. This
is an open horse club
for all breeds. Every-
one is welcome. Go to
www.bigbendhorse.co
m for more informa-
tion.

May 12
Palmer Place Book
Club meets on the sec-
ond Monday at 6 p.m.
to discuss its most re-
cent reading. The
meeting begins with
the discussion and se-
lection of  the next
book, and then atten-
dees share their views
about the book of  the
month. Contact Abi
Vandervest at 850-997-
4607 or douwah-
nadance@yahoo.com
for more information.
All are welcome to join
for the discussion, to

help select the next
book, and to suggest
authors. 

May 12
American Legion Post
234 meets monthly at 6
p.m. on the second
Monday for business at
the Teen Center on
Tiger Lane. For more
information contact
Commander Mack Ben-
jamin at 850-997-5977. 

May 12
Kate Dilworth Scott
Chapter of  the United
Daughters of  the Con-
federacy (UDC) meets
at 12 p.m. on the second
Monday of  each month
from September
through May. Member-
ship is open to women
no less than 16-years of
age who are blood de-
scendants of  men and
women who served
honorably in the Army,
Navy, or Civil Service
of  the Confederate
States of  America, or
who gave Material Aid
to the Cause. For more
information, contact
Chapter President Pat
Cichon at 850-997-7441.

May 12
Al-Anon meeting at 8
p.m. on Monday at the
Anglican Church, 124
Jefferson Avenue in
Thomasville. For more
information go to
w w w . a l -
anon.alateen.org.

Jamiyha Akins cele-

brated her 5th Birthday with

family and friends on

Thursday, May 8, 2014.

She is the daughter of

Jerrod and Tieshia Akins,

and sister to Mi’khya

Mo’nique Akins, of Monti-

cello, FL.

Her grandparents are

Jerome and Nellie Kay

Akins of Monticello, and

Willie Tolbert of St. Peters-

burg, FL.

Happy 5th Birthday

Brother John Dickey and Reverend Jimmie
F. Dickey of  Tallahassee, FL, and pastor of  the
New Bethel AME Church in Monticello, FL will
celebrate their 44th Wedding Anniversary on
Friday, May 9, 2014 with their daughters Latre-
sha and Felisha of  Tallahassee.

Happy 44th Anniversary 

May 10, 11
Casa Bianca Mission-
ary Baptist Church
will hold a Mother’s
Day Salad Brunch on
Saturday at 11 a.m.
Min. Gracie Norton-
Dickey, from St. Phillip
AME Church, will be
speaker. Mothers will
be recognized and hon-
ored during Sunday
Morning Worship Serv-
ice. Rev. Elizabeth Gal-
lon McGhee, from
Jacksonville, is
speaker. Rev. Tobbie
Berrian, III, pastor/
teacher.

May 10
StoryTime Ministry
will be held at 9 a.m. on
Saturday at the Monti-
cello Opera House, on
the first floor stage, as a
part of  the Southern
Music Rising event.

Children with the ‘Bell
Choir’ will also be per-
forming. For more in-
formation contact First
United Methodist
Church Ministry Chair-
man Barbara Hobbs at
850-523-1813.

May 10
C.H. Henry Chapter #20
Order of  Eastern Star,
PHA, will celebrate
‘Generational Pearls’
(mothers, daughters,
grandmothers, great-
grandmothers, aunts,
cousins, and friends,
ages 11 and older)
through food, fun, and
fellowship. It really
does ‘take a village to
raise a child!’ So, join
and celebrate the years
of  wisdom through
eyes of  women
throughout the village
at 12 p.m. on Saturday,

at Christ Episcopal
Church. Admission is
free; donations will be
gladly accepted. If  you
have any questions,
feel free to contact Sis.
Althera Johnson  at
850-933-2012. Attire is
casual dress: denim
and pearls.

May 11
Elizabeth Missionary
Baptist Church, in the
Dills Community, will
celebrate Mothers Day
together with the
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church at 11
a.m. Rev. Cassandra
Brockman will bring
the message for this
annual program. For
more information con-
tact Dea. George L. Kin
at 850-997-7748. Rev.
Willie Webster, pastor.



On the mound,
Hightower pitched six
innings, giving up one
hit, four walks, and
striking out 12 batters.

On Monday, May 5,
the Lady Warriors went
into the Regional Final
against Central Florida
Christian Academy, and
waltzed out with an 8-0
win.

Aucilla scored four
runs in the third inning,
three runs in the fourth
inning, and one run in
the fifth inning.

As a team, at the
plate, the Lady Warriors
had 30 plate appear-
ances, 28 at bats, 11 hits,
six singles, three dou-
bles, one triple, one
homerun, seven RBI’s,
eight runs, two walks,
and nine strikeouts.

Stevens had three
plate appearances, three
at bats, two hits, one sin-
gle, one double, one run,
and one strikeout.

Witmer had three
plate appearances, three
at bats, one hit, one sin-
gle, one run, and one
strikeout.

Sorensen had three
plate appearances, three
at bats, one hit, one
homerun, one RBI, one
run, and one strikeout.

Sullivan had four
plate appearances, three
at bats, one hit, one sin-
gle, one RBI, two runs,

and one walk.
Horne had four

plate appearances, four
at bats, two hits, one
double, one triple, three
RBI’s, one run, and one
strikeout.

Morgan had three
plate appearances, three
at bats, and one strike-
out.

Hightower had
three plate appearances,
three at bats, one hit,
one single, and one
strikeout.

Copeland had three
plate appearances, two
at bats, one walk, and
two strikeouts.

Joiner had four
plate appearances, four
at bats, three hits, two
singles, one double, two
RBI’s, two runs, and one
strikeout. 

On the field, Aucilla
had 26 total chances,
five assists, 21 putouts,
and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.

Stevens had one
total chance, one assist,
and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.

Witmer had one
total chance, one putout,
and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.

Sullivan had one
total chance, one putout,
and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.

Horne had 13 total
chances, one assist, and
13 putouts.

Morgan had six
total chances, six
putouts, and a fielding
percentage of  1.000.

Hightower had two
total chances, two as-
sists, and a fielding per-
centage of  1.000.

Copeland had one
total chance, one putout,
and a fielding percent-
age of  1.000.

Joiner had one total
chance, one assist, and a
fielding percentage of
1.000.

On the mound,
Stevens pitched seven
innings, giving up three
hits, one walk, and
striking out 12 batters.

In 2011, the Lady

Warriors went on to Re-
gional and defeated
Rocky Bayou, 2-1 in the
Quarter Finals, then
downed Laurel Hill, 14-0
in the Semi Finals, and
they went on to down
Eaglesview, 9-4 for their
second Regional Cham-
pionship ever. The first
year the Lady Warriors
took a Regional Title
was in 1996.
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Photos by Tammy Wise-Thrash, May 5, 2014
On May 5, 2014, the Aucilla Christian Academy Lady Warriors won their third Regional Champi-

onship title ever in school history. They took the title in 2001 and in 1996. The 2014 Regional Champions,

the Lady Warriors, are pictured front row, left to right: Lindsey Davis (bat girl), Kelly Horne, Megan

Schofill, Ashlyn Rogers, Taylor Copeland, Natalie Sorensen, Carly Joiner, Brianna Nolan and Monique

Restrepo. Pictured in the back from, left to right are: Susan Morgan (assistant coach), Ansley Rogers

(assistant coach), Whitney Stevens, Courtney Watts, Gaige Winchester, Ramsey Sullivan, Abigail Mor-

gan, Elizabeth Hightower, Payal Chaudhari, Emma Witmer, Stormie Roberts, Jarod Lauth (assistant

coach), Becky Lauth (head coach) and Corey Brandies (team manager). 

Strike three, you’re out! Aucilla catcher Kelly

Horne prepares to throw the ball back to pitcher

Whitney Stevens during the Regional Champi-

onship game against Central Florida Christian

Academy on May 3.

Taylor Copeland slides into home plate during

the Regional Championship game against Central

Florida Christian Academy.

ACA catcher Kelly

Horne rounding first

base in the Regional

Championship game

against Central Florida

Christian Academy. 

Title       continued from page 1A



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer Men’s Soft-

b a l l
L e a g u e

registration is cur-
rently underway at the
Jefferson County
Recreation Park.

The league is for
males ages 16 and up.

The cost to register
a men’s team is $250.

There is no limit
on how many teams
can register in the
league. “We want as
many as you can get,”
said Park Manager
Mike Holm.

The tentative start
date for games is May
27.

The deadline for
registration is May 26.

To register a team,
or for further informa-
tion, contact Holm at
519-6640.
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Monticello Woman’s Club
Relay For Life

Cancer Survivors & Caregivers Dinner

Relay For Life
Cancer Survivors & Caregivers Dinner

at Monticello Opera House
MAKE 

RESERVATIONS NOW
Please Contact: Jaunita Faircloth or
Club Members at (850) 509-6152

Tuesday, May 13
at 6:00 p.m.

Donations Accepted 

Warriors Lose District Title By One Run
FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla
C h r i s t i a n
A c a d e m y

Warriors went into the
District Tournament,
and after taking a huge
victory in the first
game, the Warriors lost
the title by one run in
the final, to finish as
the District runner-up.

On April 22, the
Warriors manned the
diamond against Talla-
vana Christian, and
Aucilla plowed through
their opponent for a 24-
4 victory.

Leading hitters for
the Warriors included
Austin Bishop, who
went three for three.

Joe Hannon went
three for four.

Nick Roberts went
three for five.

Casey Demott went
four for four.

Hannon pitched a
complete game for his
second win of  the sea-
son. He gave up three
hits, four walks, and
struck out nine bat-
ters. 

“This game was a
good opportunity for
the boys to get some
confidence going into
the District Champi-
onship game on Thurs-
day (April 24).  We have
beaten Tallavana two
times this year and
both times have been
by double digit runs,”
said Coach Thornton

Davis.
“We knew going

into this game that if
we took care of  busi-
ness on the field that we
would be playing for
the championship
against R.F. Munroe on
Thursday, due to them
receiving an automatic
bye when FAMU High
dropped out of  the play-
off  picture,” he added.  

“This win sets the
stage for our match up
with arguably the best
team in 2A baseball
right now.  The Bobcats
have had our number
both times we played
them and have beaten
us by a combined score
of  18-5 (9-0 and 9-5).
Maybe we can come up
with a miracle on

Thursday,” Davis said.
“I can’t promise a

win but I can guarantee
that our boys will be
there and we aren’t
scared of  them, we’ll
play anyone, any-
where,” he concluded.

On April 24, the
Warriors faced off
against Munroe for the
District Championship,
and Aucilla was inched
for a 6-5 loss.

Leading hitters for
ACA included Demott,
who went two for four. 

Mason Collins went
two for three.

Roberts went two
for three.

“This is probably
one of  the most encour-
aging losses I’ve ever
been involved in as a

player or coach.  You
generally don’t hear
the words ‘encourag-
ing’ and ‘loss’ in the
same sentence, but as a
coach, sometimes you
have to dig deep to find
the positives in bad sit-
uations,” said Coach
Davis. “I don’t have to
dig very deep to find
the positives in this
game.  We out hit the
opponent, out hustled
the opponent and beat
them in every single
category except in the
runs column.  We just
could not catch a break
in the game.  “ O u r
boys played as hard as I
expected them to and
deserved to win this
game.  I have no words
to say to them that can

take away the fact that
we lost, but in my book,
we won this game.
Now, rather than being
district champs, we
will get back on our
horse and ride over to
Jacksonville next week
(slated for Friday, May
2, in Jacksonville at 4
p.m.) and take on a
very good Christ’s
Church Academy’ team
in the Regional Quar-
ter Finals, and after we
beat them, we will
come back home and
see who’s next,” he
added.  

“We are in the play-
offs now and anything
can happen, but one
thing is for sure, if  you
lose, you go home,”
concluded Coach Davis.

ACA Announces JV Softball & Baseball Award Winners

Photo Submitted
ACA JV SOFTBALL AWARD WINNERS, pictured left to right: Warrior

Award - Cali Burkett, Most Valuable Offensive Player - Camryn Grant, and Most
Valuable Defensive Player - Ashlyn Rogers.

Photo Submitted
ACA JV BASEBALL AWARD WINNERS, pictured left to right: Most Valuable

Defensive Player - Joe Hannon, Most Improved Player - Kameron Burns, and
Most Valuable Offensive Player - Austin Harrell. 

Men’s Softball League 
Registration Underway

Deadline For 
Picture Entry Is

May 15th

Honor your Senior by placing his/her photo
In our special Graduation Edition of the Monticello News

Graduation Pictures
Don’t Miss

This
CHANCE!

The Graduation 
Edition Will Run

May 21st

Sign Up NOW

AE

Only
$25

Congratulations Marcus

We are so
proud of you.

Love, Mom, Dad
& Ashley

Actual
Ad Size

Name:____________________________
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Q: What’s going on
this weekend?

A: Check out the movie
listings and local events.
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everything local
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FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Fifth An-
n u a l
Richardson

Pond Fishing Tourna-
ment on Hiawatha
Farms Road, had a very
good showing on Satur-
day, April 26, and re-
sulted in the
youngsters catching 92
fish, despite the heat of
the day.
The tournament

has nearly doubled in
its participants over
the past five years. It
has gone from 12 fish-
ers the first year to 23
young fishers this year.
This year’s winners

were first place Sari-
Grace Chaback, second
place Johnathon
Williams, and third
place Jelani Wilmer-
Cotton.
Trophy presenta-

tions took place imme-
diately following the
tournament once point
totals were tallied. 
Of  the tournament,

Spokesman Tom
Richardson said,
“While the fishing was
surprisingly slow due
to the heat, all had a
good time nonethe-
less.”
Pastor Marvin Gra-

ham said the pre-tour-
nament prayer.  
Richardson gave a

brief  synopsis of  the
tournament. “Clarice
Hart caught her first
fish ever.  Leigha Hunt
was surprisingly
shutout during the
tournament after
catching numerous fish
during warm-ups. The
Joyner twins were
adorable and stated, ‘I
think those fish are
mad at me for hooking
‘em in his mouth!’  Last
year’s champion and
perenial contender,
Sydney Moore, was
limited to just four
bream (12 points).

Stephen Johnson and
Elianna Howell con-
ducted a first; they both
hooked and caught the
same fish at the same
time from across the
pond from each other -
poor catfish! (Both re-
ceived full credit for the
fish.) Five-year old
Heather Fox caught a
catfish, but didn’t want
anything to do with
holding up her stringer
for a picture.  Louis
Dearman of  Lloyd had
a great showing and
finished in fourth place
with 20 points.  Simon
Vandervlucht came all
the way from Lam-
bertville, Michigan and
wanted to win in the
worst way.  Tylen
Robinson and Mesiah
Smith each quietly
caught their first fish. 
“ S a r i - G r a c e

Chaback was crowned
the 2014 champion with
33 points, Johnathon
Williams, now 14 and in
his final year of  eligi-
bility for the tourna-
ment, rebounded after
two sub-par years and
was once labeled the
“King of  Catfish” for
his uncanny ability to
only catch the big cats,
finished in second
place with 25 points.  A
newcomer, six-year Je-
lani Wilmer-Cotton
started off  with a toy
rod and finished in
third place with 24
points,” Richardson
added. They were each
awarded a trophy.
No shell crackers

or bass were caught
this year. The brim
were three points each,
and the catfish were
five points each.
S a r i - G r a c e

Chaback, 11, of  Talla-
hassee, was sponsored
by Chris Chaback. She
finished in first place
with one brim and six
catfish for 33 points.
J o h n a t h o n

Williams, 14, of  Monti-

cello, was sponsored by
Paul Williams. He fin-
ished in second place
with five catfish for 25
points.

Jelani-Wolmer-Cot-
ton, six, of  Tallahassee,
was sponsored by San-
dra Flores. He finished
in third place with
three brim and three
catfish for 24 points.
Louis Dearman,

seven, of  Lloyd, was
sponsored by Ester
Warrendorf. He fin-
ished in fourth place
with four catfish for 20
points.
Caleb Joyner,

seven, of  Tallahassee,
was sponsored by Jes-
sica Sims. He finished
in fifth place with one
brim and three catfish
for 18 points.
Amber Stevens, 13,

of  Tallahassee, was
sponsored by Becky
Stevens. She finished
in sixth place with
three catfish for 15
points.
Sydney Moore,

nine of  Monticello, was
sponsored by Amy
Moore. She finished in
seventh place with four
brim for 12 points.
Kasen Joyner,

seven, of  Tallahassee,
was sponsored by Jes-
sica Sims. He finished
in eighth place with
two brim and one cat-
fish for 11 points.
Elianna Howel,10,

of  Tallahassee, was
sponsored by Fred
Howell. She finished in
ninth place with two
catfish for 10 points.
Meghan Petty,

seven, of  Tallahassee,
was sponsored by Ruth
Petty. She finished tied
for ninth place with
two catfish for 10
points.
Joseph Williams,

nine of  Monticello, was
sponsored by Paul
Williams. He also was
tied for ninth place
with two catfish for 10
points.
Carolyn Williams,

10, of  Monticello, was
sponsored by Paul
Williams. She was also
tied for ninth place
with two catfish for 10
points.
Madelyn Williams,

five, of  Monticello, was
sponsored by Paul
Williams. She was also
tied for ninth place
with two catfish for 10
points.
Clarice Hart, seven,

of  Tallahassee, was
sponsored by Hoss
Hart. She finished in
10th place with one brim
and one catfish for
eight points.
Simon Vander-

lucht, seven, of  Lam-
bertville, MI, finished
in 11th place with two
brim for six points.
Logan Stratton, 13,

of  Tallahassee, was
sponsored by James
Stratton. He finished
tied for 11th place with
two brim for six points.
Hailey Fox, five, of

Monticello, was spon-
sored by Heather Fox.
She finished in 12th

place with one catfish
for five points.
Stephen Johnson,

11, of  Monticello, was
sponsored by Lee Anne
Johnson. He finished
tied for 12th place with
one catfish for five
points.
Mesiah Smith fin-

ished in 13th place with
one brim for three
points.
Tylen Robinson

was tied for 13th place
with one brim for three
points.
Leigha Hunt, seven,

of  Monticello, was
sponsored by Abbey
Hunt. She finished in
14th place with no fish.
Jessca Johnson,

eight, of  Monticello,
was sponsored by Lee
Anne Johnson. She was
tied for 14th place with
no fish.
Lillianna Howell,

eight, of  Tallahassee,
was sponsored by Fred
Howell. She was also
tied for 14th place with
no fish.
Competing in the

tournament is free,
compliments of  the
Richardson family.  
The tournament is

for anyone ages 5-14
(male or female). The

tournament is open to
Hiawatha Farms resi-
dents and family mem-
bers and friends of
residents
So why does the

Richardson family con-
duct this tournament?
“To give the kids some-
thing fun and exciting
to do and to increase
their interest in fishing
and being outdoors,”
said Richardson.
All in all, it was fun

time at Richardson
Pond and the gallery of
fans was the largest
crowd ever.
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Sports

Fifth Annual Richardson Pond Fishing Tournament Results

Kids fishing at Richardson Pond

The trophy winners (1st, 2nd and 3rd place) Sari-Grace Chaback,
Johnathon Williams, and Jelani Wilmer-Cotton.

Twins Kasen and Caleb Joyner (age 7)

Simin Vandervlucht
(age 7)

Chance Drawing 
May 16th @ Relay Event held at the
Old Jefferson County High School
Ticket Prices: $5 Each /3 for $10 /8 for $20

Contact Farmers & Merchants 
Bank Relay for life Team at 997-2591

Purple Chance Drawing
1st Prize: Yeti Roadie 20 qt. blue cooler (Donated by Waukeenah Fertilizer & Farm
Supply, Inc.) & $100 Shell gas gift card (Donated by JP's Shell)
2nd Prize: 1 round of golf for 4 with cart (Donated by Jefferson Country Club) & 1
hour massage (Donated by Jennifer Ellis, LMT)
3rd Prize: 1 month gym & 1 month tanning memberships (Donated by Monticello
Health & Fitness) & 1 free haircut (Donated by Monticello Hairlines)

Red Chance Drawing
1st Prize: $100 gift card (The Brickhouse Eatery), $5O gift card (Burger King) & 2
large pizzas (Pizza Hut)
2nd Prize: $5O gift certificate (Burger King), 2 large pizzas (Pizza Hut) & $25 gift
certificate (Tupelo's Bakery & Café)
3rd Prize: $20 gift certificate (Rancho Grande), 1 large pizza (Pizza Hut) & $25 gift
certificate (Katrina'. Kitchen)



AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Rich in both
history and
public serv-

ice, the Finlayson fam-
ily is one of  eight
honored few who built
Jefferson County. They
have long been part of
the Century Pioneer
Family Farm program,
of  which only a hand-
ful of  Jefferson county
farms are even eligible. 

These farmers are
the economic and agri-
cultural “firm founda-
tion” upon which
Florida was built.

The program, of-
fered by the Florida
Department of  Agri-
culture was imple-
mented in 1985, while
Doyle Conner Sr. was
Commissioner of  Agri-
culture. It is intended
to honor families who
have kept their farm in
their family— genera-
tion after generation—
for 100 years or more. 

It all started in
1838, when current
owner John Fin-
layson’s great grandfa-
ther settled in
Greenville, FL. “He
came from Old Jack-
sonville, Georgia, and
his name was John
Finlayson, too—we
have a lot of  Johns in
the family, I’m afraid.
We’re not very imagi-
native,” Finlayson
said, laughing.

“My great grandfa-
ther was a merchant
and entrepreneur. He
started out working in
a little store and ended
up owning it. And
when the US bought
Florida from Spain,
they were selling
tracts of  land for very
little. So he came down
here and started plant-
ing cotton—that’s how
you got rich back then,
was cotton.

“He soon married
Augustine Shehee,
whose father was the
surveyor for the state
of  Florida. He went on
to fight relentlessly as
a Captain in the Semi-
nole War. When asked
when he would stop
fighting natives, he

said he wouldn’t stop
fighting until all of  the
Seminoles were dead
West of  the Suwanee
River. To us that
sounds cruel, but those
were the times, and he
was considered a hero
for it.”

Finlayson contin-
ued: “My great grand-
father went on to
become the president
of  the Florida Senate
and a candidate for
Governor in 1860. His
son, also John, suc-
ceeded him in owning
the farm. He grew cot-
ton as well. Before the
Civil War, there were
only five major planta-
tions in Greenville:
Glendower, Lyndhurst,
the Cedars, ours, and
one more. Back then,
they visited back and
forth almost con-
stantly—it was such a
close community.”

After the Civil War,
the first post office was
put in at the Rhodes
Store. “When the estab-
lishment burned down
in the late 1800s, they
renamed the area
Ashville,” said Fin-
layson. “The farm, at
that time, didn’t have
the benefit of  technol-
ogy and tractors: it
was mule-powered. In
addition to planting
our cash crop of  cot-
ton, we had to plant
corn to feed the mules.
We raised hogs and
vege tables—every -
thing we needed to feed

ourselves.”
Unfortunately, the

heyday of  Florida agri-
culture ended in Fin-
layson’s father’s day.
“The boll weevil came
after my dad started
running the farm in
the 1920s. He lost his
crops and ended up
going into debt. There
wasn’t much money to
be made in farming.”

Luckily for Florida
cattle farmers, Edwin
Hall Finlayson became
an extension agent.
“He got inducted into
the Florida Agricul-
ture Hall of  Fame be-
cause he discovered
the Pensacola Bahia
grass. This variety
grows very well with
minimal work and no
fertilizer—it’s the boon
of  cattle farmers and
the bane of  the lawn
owner.” 

He adds conspira-
torially, “Want to know
what I think? If  these
lawn owners had a cow,
they’d like the grass
better and mow the
lawn less.”

Retired now, Fin-
layson has left the
farm in the capable
hands of  his son, Mac.
He and his wife, Mary
live on the farm along
with children Jay and
Anna—a place that
generations of  Fin-
laysons have called
home. Richard Fin-
layson and his wife
Meagan also live there,
with sons Timothy and
Ricky. “The family is
the most important
asset to the farm,”
John reports. Since
they have resumed

business and cotton
prices fell, they have
switched over to the
cattle business.

John and his wife
Marjorie have retired
on the farm with three
donkeys and a couple
of  tomato plants,
which John gestured at
with a sweep of  his
hand. “These are my
farm now. They’re easy
to take care of !”

Though John has
more to be proud of
than a couple of  toma-
toes and three jennies:
with the family’s rich
history in Greenville
and as Florida public
servants, most re-
cently with civil and
business organizations
like the Florida Farm
Bureau and the
Florida Cattlemen’s
Association, going
back to service at the
state and local levels,
no one can deny that
the Finlaysons helped
to build Jefferson
County.
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Farm

The Week of  May 9, through May 16, 2014
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
May 10
3:15AM
*8:58AM
3:47PM
*9:21PM

Sunday, 
May 11
3:50AM
*9:44AM
4:44PM

*10:08PM 

Tuesday, 
May 13
5:08AM

*10:57PM
6:43PM

*11:23AM

Wednesday,
May 14
5:53AM

*11:49PM
7:44PM

*12:17PM

Thursday,
May 15
6:43AM

*12:45AM
8:46PM
*1:13PM

Friday,
May 16
7:38AM
*1:42AM
9:46PM
*2:12PM

Friday,
May 9

2:41AM
*8:14AM
2:53PM
*8:36PM

Monday, 
May 12
4:27AM

*10:32AM
5:42PM 

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

We offer Unleaded Gas,

road Diesel and farm Diesel

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

Supporting 
Pioneer Farms

Century Pioneer Family Farmers:
Built On A Firm Finlayson

The sign displayed at the sites of Florida Century Pioneer Family Farms.

A contemplative

John Finlayson sits in a

rocking chair on a

porch. He is very used

to sitting in a board-

room chair for the

Suwanee River Water

Management District

and various other civic

organizations.

Edwin Hall Fin-

layson was a member of

the Florida Farm Bureau

Board of Directors, an

Extension Agent, and

the man who discovered

Pensacola Bahia grass.
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PAPER 
BUNDLES

$2 EACH
MONTICELLO  NEWS

180 W. Washington St.
850-997-3568

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Medicare 
Plans
570-9734

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Tues., Thurs. or Fri.
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

LEGALS

For Rent

1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-

MENTS AVAILABLE. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Monticello,  Conveniently lo-
cated close to downtown.
$750.00 mo., utilities included.
997-2213                   2/26, tfn, c

1 & 2 BR APARTMENTS at
Coopers Pond.  Quiet area,
close to town.  Call 850-997-
5007.                          3/19,tfn,c

2 PARK MODELS AND 1

3/BR TRAILER available. No
Pets.  No calls before 9:30 am.
or after 7 p.m. Office closed on
Sunday.  850-997-1638.                   

3/19,tfn,c

2 BR/ 1BA  MOBILE HOME

for rent in Aucilla area.  call
352-359-2647          4/25-5/16,c

FOR RENT/ LEASE, VERY

NICE 3/BR/ 2BA Older Mo-
bile Home on 1 Beautiful Acre
on 6840 Old Lloyd Rd.  Monti-
cello.  All newer appliances in-
cluded. Beautiful 10 x 60 long
covered front porch.  Make ap-
pointment to view by calling Al
Clements at 386-365-0997.  

4/30- 5/9,pd 

Wanted
3 GOATS, all fixed males or all
females.  Call 850-656-8615. 

3/21,tfn,nc

Yard
Sales

GARAGE SALE- Saturday, 8
a.m. until at 626 South Water
Street. Good prices on clothing,
shoes, and other accessories,
dishes cutlery, flatware, and
much more.

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

PAGEANT AND PROM

DRESSES FOR SALE  CHIL-
DREN'S:White long dress w/se-
quins & beadwork Size 3 $50.
Off White dress w/lace, knee
length size 4 & 7/8 & 8  $25. ea.
White long gown sequin work
across bodice, size 16 $100.
TEEN'S:  Gorgeous lime green
w/spaghetti straps & sequins
Size 14 $300.  Call  850-973-
3497.                               2/28,tfn

For Sale

FULL TIME COMMUNITY

RELATIONS SPECIALIST 

Tri-County Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc. has an opening for a
full-time Community Relations 
Specialist in our Madison Of-
fice. The candidate is required to
have a high school diploma or 
equivalent and three to five
years of related experience. A
Bachelor Degree in communica-
tions, marketing, public rela-
tions or business highly
desirable. 
The ideal candidate should have
outstanding people skills, excel-
lent oral and written communi-
cation skills, effective working
knowledge of marketing tech-
niques, and the ability to plan,
organize and facilitate time sen-
sitive projects. 
The Cooperative offers compet-
itive salary and benefits. 
Tri-County is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer (EOE) and Drug
Free Work Place (DFWP). 
Please send resume and com-
pleted Tri-County Employment
Application Form, which is
available at any TCEC office or
online at www.tcec.com, before
May 30, 2014 to: 

Stephanie Carroll 
Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 
2862 West US 90 

Madison, FL 32340              
5/7-16

LAWN MOWER SEAT for
Simplicity Zero Turn Mower,
New, with arm rests.  $50.   Call
850-997-0901            4/23,tfn,c

CATTLE TRAILER- bumper
tow, two-axles, two sections,
covered w/back gate. Asking
$2,500. Call Debbie at 850-997-
0901, leave message. No longer
needed.                            5/7 tfn

Help Wanted

CNA'S - FULL TIME 3 -11

COMPETITIVE WAGES -

Benefits include health and den-
tal insurance, PTO and more.
Long term care experience pre-
ferred.  Applications accepted
weekdays 8am-4pm.  EOE
F/M/D/V  MADISON HEALTH
AND REHAB  2481 West US
90 Madison, FL  32340  850-
973-4880                 4/30- 5-9,c

STAFF ASSISTANCE for
North Florida Rural Health
Workforce Development Net-
work.  See www.nfcc.edu for de-
tails.                            4/23-5/9,c

For Sale

NOTICE 

In accordance with Florida Statue a public auction will be held on
May 22, 2014  at 10:00 A.M.

For:   2006 Chevy    VIN #  1GCHC23U26F271121

To be sold AS IS  for towing and storage charges, conditions and
terms at auction. Stewart's Towing, 175 South Jefferson St.  Mon-
ticello,  FL   32344. Phone: 850/ 342-1480 5/09/2014

NOTICE 

In accordance with Florida Statue a public auction will be  held on
June 13, 2014  at 9:00 A.M.

For:   2007  Ford    VIN #  1ZVFT82H275290576

To be sold AS IS  for towing and storage charges, conditions and
terms at auction. Monticello Towing, 16 Lonnie Rd.  Monticello,
FL   32344. Phone: 850/ 997-0607                                  5/09/2014

PARCEL “B”
ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING
AND BEING IN SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE
5 EAST, IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: THE EAST
ONE-HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (E ½ OF NW ¼)
LYING SOUTH AND EAST OF THE RIGHT OF WAY OF
STATE ROAD 257, LESS ALL LANDS LYING AND BEING IN
THE S.A.L. RAILROAD RIGHT OF WAY. 
TOGETHER WITH:
ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING
AND BEING IN SECTION 20, TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH, RANGE
5 EAST, IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 ) LYING SOUTH AND EAST OF
THE RIGHT OF WAY OF STATE ROAD 257.           5/9,16/2014

PARCEL “A”
A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN SECTION 29, RANGE 5
EAST, JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCE
AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF SECTION 29 AND RUN NORTH 89 DEGREES
08 MINUTES 19 SECONDS EAST 344.48 FEET TO THE POINT
OF BEGINNING, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING CON-
TINUE THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 19 SEC-
ONDS EAST 2291.97 FEET, THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 00
MINUTES 19 SECONDS EAST 1098.31 FEET TO THE RIGHT
BANK OF THE AUCILLA RIVER, THENCE WESTERLY
ALONG SAID RIVER BANK AS FOLLOWS: SOUTH 71 DE-
GREES 25 MINUTES 41 SECONDS WEST 108.97 FEET,
SOUTH 13 DEGREES 19 MINUTES 09 SECONDS WEST
101.19 FEET, SOUTH 20 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 26 SEC-
ONDS EAST 110.0 FEET, SOUTH 52 DEGREES 44 MINUTES
23 SECONDS WEST 272.39 FEET, SOUTH 45 DEGREES 15
MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST 159.08 FEET, SOUTH 52 DE-
GREES 18 MINUTES 56 SECONDS WEST 99.17 FEET, SOUTH
72 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 01 SECONDS WEST 104.81 FEET,
NORTH 48 DEGREES 12 MINUTES 49 SECONDS WEST 70.40
FEET, NORTH 25 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 14 SECONDS
WEST 221.30 FEET, NORTH 58 DEGREES 23 MINUTES 10
SECONDS WEST 373.05 FEET, SOUTH 48 DEGREES 58 MIN-
UTES 04 SECONDS WEST 323.98 FEET, SOUTH 84 DEGREES
59 MINUTES 07 SECONDS WEST 227.77 FEET, SOUTH 87
DEGREES 53 MINUTES 55 SECONDS WEST 92.68 FEET,
SOUTH 82 DEGREES 42 MINUTES 27 SECONDS WEST
146.77 FEET, SOUTH 88 DEGREES 49 MINUTES 12 SEC-
ONDS WEST 77.14 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT,
THENCE LEAVING SAID RIVER RUN NORTH 78 DEGREES
32 MINUTES 20 SECONDS WEST 186.41 FEET, THENCE
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 12 SECONDS WEST
347.19 FEET, THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 52
SECONDS WEST 257.37 FEET, THENCE NORTH 00 DE-
GREES 03 MINUTES 32 SECONDS WEST 756.48 FEET TO
THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY OF STATE ROAD C-
257, THENCE NORTH 26 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 28 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG SAID RIGHT OF WAY 770.60 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. CONTAINING 84.64 ACRES
AND BEING SUBJECT TO A 20 FOOT ACCESS EASEMENT
ALONG THE WEST AND SOUTH SIDES. 
PARCEL ID NUMBER: 29-2S-5E-0000-0026-0000

Sherry Sears

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS NAME LAW 

Pursuant to Section  865.09, Florida Statutes 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to en-
gage in business under the fictitious name of  "Chamberlain Stu-
dios" ,  located at 540 Sarathan,   located in Jefferson County,  in
the city of  Monticello, FL 32344,  intends to register the said name
with the Division of Corporations of the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida. 
Dated  this 7th day of May,  2014

Signed:  Brian Chamberlain                         5/9/14, pd

NOTICE OF MEETING

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF JEFFERSON COUNTY will meet in
Regular Session on Monday, May 12, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  The meet-
ing will be held in the Board room located at 1490 W. Washington
Street.  An agenda can be viewed by visiting the District website
at www.jeffersonschooldistrict.org.  Questions may be directed to
the District office located at 5757 S. Water Street, Monticello, or
by calling (850) 342-0100.  Office hours are Monday thru Friday
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.                                               5/9/2014

NOTICE OF MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP

The Monticello City Council will conduct a workshop on Tuesday,
May 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.    Items to be discussed include:

*2014-2015 Budget Priorities and Discussion
*Water/Wastewater Rate Study and Operations Budget

*Community Redevelopment Agency Program
Other operational issues may be discussed.
The meeting will take place at Monticello City Hall, 245 S. Mul-
berry Street.  
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to partici-
pate should contact City Clerk Emily Anderson at 342-0292 or ean-
derson@mymonticello.net.                                               5/9/2014

5/9,16,23,30

5/9,16,23,30

5/9,16,23,30

5/9,16,23,30

5/9,16,23,30
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Au c i l l a
Christian
Academy's

K4 through 5th grade
students performed
their May Day pro-
gram on May 1, 2014. 

ACA senior
Aimee Love was
crowned May Day
Queen. 

The children sang
a selection of  eight
Christian songs, in-
cluding “You’re Wor-
thy of  My Praise”
and “I Could Sing of
Your Love Forever.” 

The program
closed with a special
performance using
sign language to the

song “We Fall Down.” 
Music teacher

Debbie Demott, who

taught the students
the songs, choreogra-
phy and sign lan-

guage, said, "The stu-
dents are so fun and
love Jesus!"
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School

Fun, Food & Entertainment!

Port St. Joe

This Weekend Tallahassee

Monticello

2821 Sharer Road, Tallahassee, FL 32312 • 850-383-0789
www.Itsfunner.com

Hours
Monday-Thursday: Noon - 11pm

Friday: Noon - 12am 
Saturday: 9am - 12am
Sunday: 10am - 11pm

Hours
Monday-Thursday: Noon - 11pm

Friday: Noon - 12am 
Saturday: 9am - 12am
Sunday: 10am - 11pm

• Bumper Boats
• Mini Golf
• Laser Tag
• Go-Karts
and much more!Sandy’s Country 

Buffet

Tuesday - Saturday: 
6:30 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

Sunday: 11:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

850-997-2022 1050 North Jefferson Street
Monticello, FL 32344

Sandy & Solomon
SEAFOOD MARKET

Located At
1015 N. Jefferson St.
Monticello, FL  32344

850-997-7300

Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. No order 

too small 
or TOO BIG

Check us out 
for all your 
event needs

Email: clara@psjmarina.com
Website:  PSJMarina.com

Friendliest Marina on the Gulf Coast

• Transient slips
• 450ft lay-a-long transient dock
• Wet slips
• Dry boat storage
• Gift shop

• Dockside Seafood & Raw Bar restaurant
• WiFi Hotspot Internet Access
• Charter fishing
• Boat rentals
• Party boat fishing trips, and MORE!

Port St. Joe 
Marina

Port St. Joe Marina
340 Marina Dr.

Port St. Joe, FL  32456
850-227-9393

Gulf County is an Outdoor Playground

ST. VINCENT ISLAND SHUTTLE SERVICES
Located at the Indian Pass Boat Ramp

www.stvincentisland.co • info@stvinceisland.com

Island Trips
$10 Adults • $7 Kids under 10
Adults With Bike $20
1 HR. Cruises $20 EA. (Min. of 4)
Daily Trips/Call to Schedule

TARPON • SHARK • KING MACKEREL
AND MORE!

Book your trip today by calling 850-229-1065

850-229-1065

FISHING CHARTERS WITH CAPTAIN JOEY
2 1/2 HRS. $55 EA. (MIN OF 4)
Includes Bait & License

Night Sharking Trips (In Season Only)
3 Hrs. $85 Ea. (Min of 6) includes Bait & License

Carrabelle

SATURDAY MAY 10, 2014

Located at the Historic St. Marks River at Newport Bridge
(850) 925-6448

7968 Coastal Hwy. U.S. Hwy. 98 Newport Florida • www.OuztsToo.com

Mullet Toss - Games & Fun
Vendors - Food Specials - Beer

People to see...
Places to go...

FUN FUN FUN!

Aucilla Christian Academy Celebrates May Day

May Day Queen Aimee Love with Braden Mattingly

K-5 class performing to the song "Let Your Light Shine"

May Day Queen Aimee Love with her mother,
Debbie Love, ACA's second grade teacher. Fifth Grade winds the May Pole
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One of  the biggest miscon-
ceptions I hear from people
in the community is they

think “hospice” is a place, when in
essence, hospice is a service. Many
think it is the Hospice House located
in Tallahassee, when instead hospice
services can be provided wherever the
patient wishes to be.

Our Hospice team is a group of
professionals in a variety of  fields
who work together to provide end-of-
life care in the eight county area, in-
cluding Jefferson and Madison.  This
can be in the patient’s home, a nursing
home, an assisted living facility, or
even the hospital.

If  given the opportunity, most of
us would prefer our final days be
spent in our home, surrounded by
loved ones. We would prefer to die a
natural death at home without being
a burden, financially or emotionally,
on our families.  Even when faced
with a terminal illness, most would
still prefer to spend their time at
home, around familiar faces.

But there is a discrepancy be-
tween what people say they want and

where at the end of  life and what actu-
ally occurs.  

Surveys show that an overwhelm-
ing number feel it is important to put
their wishes about end-of-life care in
writing; however, less than 25% have
actually done so. More than half  say
they have not talked with a loved one
about their wishes.

I want to encourage you to put a
plan in place.  The single most impor-
tant thing you can do is to talk to your
loved ones and physicians, and put
your wishes in writing.  

A written plan helps you have a
say if  you are unable to speak for
yourself  should you face a healthcare
crises.  An advance directive, which
should be filled out by any adult re-
gardless of  one's health status, pro-
vides a broad outline of  a person's
wishes relating to end-of-life care.  It
allows an individual to appoint a
"health care proxy" — the person they
want to speak on their behalf  if  they
cannot. These written
instructions/wishes could have a pro-
found impact on where one will spend

their final days.
If  you don’t have a written plan

and don’t know where to start, Big
Bend Hospice has a free service –
PEACE: Planning Early About Care at
the End.  Trained facilitators can meet
with you at no charge to help you com-
plete a document like Five Wishes and
instruct you on what to do once that
document once it is completed.

Hospice care is provided any-
where the patient calls home.  The key
is having a plan so no matter what di-
rection your journey takes; you will
have “peace” for you and your family.

Carol Katz is the Team Manager
for Jefferson/Madison/Taylor Coun-
ties of  Big Bend Hospice.  Big Bend
Hospice has been serving this commu-
nity since 1983 with compassionate
end-of-life care along with grief  and
loss counselors available to provide
information and support to anyone in
Leon, Jefferson, Taylor, Madison,
Gadsden, Liberty, Franklin or
Wakulla County.  If  you would like ad-
ditional information about services,
please call 850-878-5310 or visit
www.bigbendhospice.org.
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Big Bend Hospice
By Carol Katz

Hospice is a Service, Not a Place

Is Proud To Offer His Patients
Treatment for Breast Disease 

and Breast Cancer

• Timely Appointments Are Available
For New and Existing Patients By Referral

• Accepting All Insurances

Roy I. Schwartz, M.D., F.A.C.S.
General, Laparoscopic & Bariatric Surgery

Is Proud To Offer His Patients
Treatment for Breast Disease and Breast Cancer

1910 Buford Blvd., Suite B
Tallahassee, FL
850-219-9644
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AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Ondry Smith is not the kind of  man
you’d see on the glossy page of  a health
magazine, but he is the picture of

health.
In his seventies, he takes no daily pills, and re-

tains the proportions, flexibility, and endurance
of  a man half  his age. Strong of  shoulder and nar-
row of  waist, no one can deny that Smith holds
the key to health, but what is it?

His dietary habits are pretty simple: “I eat
whatever I want,” Smith said. But that does not
include fast food and ultra-processed foods. Smith
is a fair cook, and eats mostly home cooking. “I
like buttered potatoes, chicken and rice, col-
lards—you know, normal stuff.” Though in a
world fraught with unpronounceable ingredients,
a little bit of  home cooking goes a long way.

Just doing a google search of  “food additives”
brings up a slough of  websites that warn against
their consumption. Fats, sugars, and sodium are

often added to food, bringing consumers far above
the daily limit for each. The American Heart As-
sociation warns against trans fats. Added sugars
and salts are blamed for obesity. Other additives
are said to cause hyperactivity in children. And
the jury is still out on High Fructose Corn Syrup. 

For his part, Smith avoids all of  these with
healthy homecooked meals. “That’s what my
mother always made growing up, so that’s what I
eat now.” And vegetables? “I’ve always piled on
the vegetables!” Smith said, grinning. It’s no won-
der why he’s never piled on the pounds.

Smith also has a very active lifestyle, though
he does enjoy a Western movie on the sofa as well
as anyone else. He attends church, works part-
time, takes care of  his house and yard, and is an
active part of  his family. “I took care of  my wife a
lot before she passed, and I always have grandkids
to keep me busy.”

Keeping busy seems to be the ticket and most
of  Monticello’s wisest citizens agree with Smith
who said, “If  you quit moving, you might as well
quit—that’s why I stay busy.”

The Key To Longevity And Health: Simplicity

Ondry Smith keeps a busy schedule at work

and at home, and believes its the key to a healthy

lifestyle.
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Ihad given some thought as
to whether this topic should
be addressed under the

heading of  a health column or my
typical philosophical twaddle. But
ultimately health is part philoso-
phy. 

I have always preached that any
type of  medicine (not pills, Medi-
cine) cannot really work unless it
contains at least somewhat of  a ho-
listic approach – you cannot heal
the body unless you also address
the mind and the spirit.

So many times I have asked pa-
tients if  they smoke or drink, and
receive the response, “Of  course
not. I’m a Christian.” (By the way,
when we ask these questions, don’t
get upset. It is not a judgment. It’s
our job. We are supposed to ask
these questions.)

What gets me, however, is not
the indignant response. My head-
shaking comes when the same pa-
tient follows their “Of  course not;
I’m a Christian” comment with, “I
stopped taking the (pressure /

sugar / cholesterol) medicine. I did-
n’t think I needed it.” Or “Well I
don’t really check my sugar (or
pressure).” 

Excuse me, Huh?
You are upset when I ask if  you

drink alcohol, because the Bible
tells you your body is a temple. Yet
you don’t mind desecrating the
temple with cholesterol or sugar?
I’m sorry. Huh?

Uncontrolled diabetes will kill
you much faster than a drink a day.
Uncontrolled high blood pressure
will kill you much faster than a

drink a day. By the way, controlled
means according to the numbers
WE say – not the “that’s good for
me” numbers you use. Ignoring
proper care is improper.

Please do not get me wrong,
dedicated reader. I do not assume to
preach at you from the realm of  the
sanctimonious. I admit that I have
desecrated a temple or two from
time to time, and I have my less
than healthy habits, including that
last thirty or so pounds I need to
lose. That is not my point; we all
fall short of  perfect. My point is

that ignoring your health is no less
a crime and no less harm, than
many of  the “sins” you hold so
heinous. Passive desecration of  a
temple is no less a bad thing than
active desecration. Cholesterol, di-
abetes, high blood pressure, obesity,
sleep apnea, stress – these are all
things that are desecrating your
body and will kill you much faster
than that drink a day which you
think is so evil.

If  I told you that your child had
a problem, which if  not addressed
would kill them in five to twenty
years, would you act on it? Of
course you would. Why do you not
do the same for yourself ?

Mind-Body-Spirit. If  we are to
believe that our body is a temple,
then treat it like one. 

Call your primary care up and
make that appointment you’ve been
avoiding.

Harvey Greene is a Physician
Assistant, and works in Madison,
FL at Madison Life Spring Clinic,
248 NE Hancock St. 850-973-9980.

Quality Family Healthcare Where Patients Come First
Now Accepting New Patients

850-973-9980

Harvey Greene
PA-C

Dr Filemon Patacxil
MD

Family Health CenterFamily Health Center

&

New hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Closed on Tuesdays. Walk-ins accepted

Healthy Living
By Harvey Greene

Body Is The Temple
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Find Us Online: lafayette-chiropractic.com
Like Us On FaceBook!

An inflatable silicone device placed around
the top portion of the stomach to treat
obesity, intended to slow consumption of food
and thus the amount of food consumed

• Timely Appointments Are Available For   
New and Existing Patients By Referral

• Accepting All Insurances

Roy I. Schwartz, M.D., F.A.C.S.
General, Laparoscopic & Bariatric Surgery

Is Proud To Offer His Patients
Treatment for Breast Disease and Breast Cancer

1910 Buford Blvd., Suite B
Tallahassee, FL
850-219-9644

Is Proud To Offer his patients Lap Band Surgery

RON POLLACK

Do you need help with medical
care or daily activities? A
nursing home may seem like

your only option. But there are good al-
ternatives, including home care and as-
sisted living. However, it's important for
you to learn what kinds of  services
Medicare and Medicaid will and won't
cover. 

What is home- and 
community-based care?

You may have access to services
such as Meals on Wheels, visiting and
shopper services, and adult day care
programs. But what if  you need other
kinds of  assistance?

Home health services (also called
home- and community-based care) help
seniors who need additional support so
they can safely stay in their homes or
who are recovering after a hospital stay.

These services include short-term
nursing care and rehabilitative care
(like physical therapy). Registered
nurses, physical therapists, occupa-
tional therapists, speech pathologists,

home health aides, and medical social
workers provide home health care.

Medicare pays for a limited number
of  one-hour home health visits, but only
for medical care. Medicaid may pay for
other types of  home care, depending on
your situation and the state you live in.

You may be able to find other non-
medical services in your community
through your local Area Agency on
Aging.

What is assisted living?
Assisted living facilities (or assisted

living homes) bridge the gap between
independent living and nursing homes.
These facilities typically provide serv-
ices like assistance with personal care
and medications, and they give resi-
dents more freedom and privacy than
nursing homes. They range in size from
small houses that serve a few residents
to very large facilities with hundreds of
residents.

Assisted living facilities cost less
than nursing homes but are still very
expensive, costing an average of  $3,300
a month.

What do Medicare and Medicaid pay
for nursing home care and nursing

home alternatives?
Many people are confused about

what Medicare and Medicaid cover. 
Nursing Home Care: Medicare does

not cover most nursing home care.
Medicare pays only for certain skilled
nursing or rehabilitative care, and only
after a hospital stay. The duration of
this coverage is limited. To learn more
about coverage limits, visit the
Medicare website at
h t t p : / / w w w. m e d i c a r e . g o v
/coverage/skilled-nursing-facility-
care.html.

Medicaid covers most nursing
home care if  you have a low income.
Each state sets its own income eligibil-
ity level for Medicaid coverage of  nurs-
ing home care. 

Alternatives to Nursing Home Care:
Medicare covers very little of  this care.
For example, Medicare won't pay your
rent for an assisted living facility, but it
will cover some health care you receive
while you are in assisted living.

Medicaid pays for some assisted liv-

ing costs for people with low incomes in
several states. Every state has at least
one Medicaid program that will pay for
other alternatives to nursing facility
care, and most have multiple programs.
Each state's program is different. Plus,
individuals must meet the eligibility
rules for that particular program. For
example, some programs focus on indi-
viduals with particular health care
needs. And some programs are limited
to a certain number of  people, which
creates waiting lists.

Many people end up paying the full
cost of  assisted living entirely out of
their own pockets.

To Learn More
To learn more about Medicare and

Medicaid coverage of  nursing home
care, assisted living, and other options,
contact your State Health Insurance As-
sistance Program, or SHIP. SHIPs offer
free counseling and assistance by phone
and in person. Find the SHIP in your
state online at
https://shipnpr.shiptalk.org/shippro-
file.aspx.

When You Need a Little Help: Alternatives to Nursing Home Care
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