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Father Charged In Death
Of Six-Year-Old Victim

Water & Sewer 
Rates To Increase

December Rainfall
Normal For Region

Washington St. Sidewalk
Project About To Happen

ACA Baseball
Fundraiser

LAZORO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

The tragedy of
the six-year-
old girl who

was accidentally struck
and killed by a pickup
truck driven by a 13-
year-old and in which
her father was a pas-
senger continues its
sad trajectory.
Authorities have

now charged the father,
38-year-old David Rus-
sell Courson, with
homicide negligent
manslaughter in the
death of  Becca Cour-
son, formerly a first-
grader at Jefferson
Elementary School
(JES). 
Meanwhile, investi-

gators are awaiting the
result of  a blood test of
the 13-year-old female
driver, who could poten-
tially face DUI

manslaughter charges
if  the test proves posi-
tive for alcohol. 
Judge Bobby

Plaines on Wednesday
morning set bond for
Courson at $350,000 and
ordered that he abstain
from alcohol or
drug use; that
he have no
contact with
minors, in-
cluding his 12-
y e a r - o l d
daughter and
eight -year-
old son; and
that he
undergo
b r e a t h
t e s t s
t h r e e
times
a
week.
The judge

further imposed a 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. curfew on
Courson and ordered

that he not go within
500 feet of  the premises
where the accident oc-
curred. 
Courson was still in

the Jefferson County
Jail on Thursday morn-
ing, awaiting the post-

ing of  bond,
which his wife,
Cara Courson,
was trying to
raise. Cara
Courson has
been quoted
saying that
she sup-
ports her
husband
a n d
doesn’t
h o l d
him or
a n yo n e
responsi-

ble for the
death of  her

daughter, saying it was
an accident.
According to the

Florida Highway Patrol
(FHP), which con-
ducted the investiga-
tion, the accident
occurred on the Cour-
son’s property off  St.
Augustine Road in Jef-
ferson County on Mon-
day evening, Jan. 20.
The FHP reports

that the 13-year-old was
attempting to pull the
Please See
CHARGED Page 4

Becca Courson

David Russell Courson

The Florida Highway Patrol continues investigating the circumstances surrounding an accident at
a Waukeenah homestead that resulted in the death of a six-year-old girl who was struck by a

pickup truck driven by a 13-year-old.

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
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If  the findings of  a recently conductedstudy of  the City of  Monticello’ water and
wastewater charges are any indication,

customers of  these services can expect to see in-
creased rates on their monthly bills in the coming
months — although likely nowhere as high as an
expert recommended.    
The fact is that the expert’s report is still in

preliminary form and subject to change. City staff,
moreover, has yet to crunch the numbers and come
up with specific recommendations for the in-
creases.
All the same and bottom line, the study by the

Florida Rural Water Association (FRWA) found
that the city’s current
water and wastewater
rates are “inadequate to
meet the projected expen-
diture requirements.”   

Indeed, as FRWA engi-
neer Sterling L. Carroll
suggested in his prelimi-
nary report to the Monti-
cello City Council on
Monday evening, Jan. 13,
an increase of  up to 25-per-

cent was not unreasonable. City Manager Steve
Wingate, however, quickly downplayed the likeli-
hood of  such a high increase, saying 25 percent
was overly inflated and subject to significant low-
ering once the hard figures were in. 
Carroll also, in his presentation to the council,
suggested that the increases should be imposed in-
crementally over a period of  two or three years to
lessen the impact, say at eight percent or so annu-
ally. The eight-percent figure was another recom-
mendation that Wingate dismissed as too high. But
the idea of  annual incremental increases was one
that Mayor Tom Vogelgesang, at least, took to
heart.
“If  we had done two-percent increases every 

Please See
WATER & SEWER Page 4

Steve Wingate
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The City of  Monticello has now awarded
the three required contracts for con-
struction of  a sidewalk extension on

West Washington, putting the project that much
closer to realization. 
On Tuesday evening, Jan. 7, the Monticello

City Council approved a committee’s recom-
mended ranking of  the various vendors vying for
the inspection services part of  the project, ulti-
mately selecting the Quincy-based RS&H for the
task. 
RS&H bills itself  as a firm providing construc-

tion engineering and inspection services as well as
engineering management services for transporta-
tion projects
The council awarded the construction contract

to Hale Contracting Inc, out of  Midway, a road-
building operation. 
The council selected Preble-Rish Inc. to handle

the engineering part of  the project. 
The Florida Department of  Transportation

(FDOT) awarded the city a $418,162 grant for the
sidewalk extension in August. The city, however,
experienced difficulty finding contractors willing
to undertake the project, given its small size and
onerous requirements. 
After two failed attempts to solicit bids for the

inspections services, the FDOT gave city staff  
Please See
SIDEWALK Page 4
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Based on 80 years of  data, the 3.14 inches
of  rain that on average fell across the
Suwannee River Water Management

District (SRWMD) during December was about
normal. 
Even so, the northwestern and southeastern

parts of  the district benefited most directly from
the various storms that tracked across the region,
with the central part of  the district getting short-
changed in the process.   
Overall, according to the latest hydrologic con-

ditions report from the SRWMD, the average rain-
fall for the 12 months ending Dec. 31 was 55.46
inches, or 0.85 inches higher than the long-term
average of  54.61 inches.
Please See
RAINFALL Page 4

The Aucilla Christian Academy baseball
team is selling Smoked Boston Butts. Or-
ders will be taken up until Tuesday, Jan-

uary 28 and will be available for pick up on
Saturday, February 1, at the Monticello News office
parking lot. 
Pick-up will also be available in Madison

County at the vacant lot across from the Madison
Post Office, right beside Owens Propane. 

Pick up times and delivery can be coordinated
upon purchase. 
The Boston Butts will feed 8-10 people, are only

$25 and with a delivery of  February 1 they will be
here just in time for Super Bowl Sunday!
For more information or to order your Boston

Butt call 850-294-1307.



I will instruct
thee and teach
thee in the way

which thou shalt go; I
will guide thee with
mine eyes.

Psalms 32:8

In the aftermath of
all the polarization
along racial, ethnic,
and cultural lines that
occurred in 2013 due to
popular events such as
the death of  South
African President Nel-
son Mandela and the
on-going saga sur-
rounding the life of
George Zimmerman, it
is good that there are
some things that we
can all agree upon.
One of  them is that
success is a bit more
than mere luck as it re-
quires planning, pa-
tience, and practice.
With that in mind, let
me be one of  the first to
admit that it is essen-
tial for young people to
have good samples
(role models) to follow.
I was at a meeting a
while ago and a public
figure said that Euro-
pean Americans could
not serve as role mod-
els for black youth; he
asserted that only
African Americans
could do so.  I could not
disagree more with his

tainted philosophy.
I can easily attest to

the fact that many peo-
ple who do not neces-
sarily look like me
help to shape my des-
tiny.  There are many
of  them from different
walks of  life, but time
and space permits me
to mention only a few.
For all practical pur-
poses, let me call them
the Elite Eight.  Among
them are:

Thomas Edison
He was an Ameri-

can inventor and busi-
nessman. A prolific
inventor, holding more
than 1,093 U.S. Patents
in his name, as well as
many patents that were
awarded to him in the
United Kingdom,
France, and Germany.
Based on his profile at
Wikipedia.com, his in-
ventions established
major new industries
world-wide, notably
electric light and
power utilities, sound
recordings and motion
pictures.  He went on to
invent a stock ticker, a
mechanical vote
recorder, a battery for
an electric car, electri-
cal power, recorded
music, and motion pic-
tures.  Let me put it
this way, without the
ingenuity of  Mr. Edi-
son, we could not enjoy
the mystical talents of
Tiki Sumpter in the lat-
est Tyler Perry movies.
Theodore   Williams
As most of  you al-

ready know, Ted was
an American profes-
sional baseball player
and manager who
played his entire 19
year Major League
Baseball (MLB) career
as a left fielder for the
Boston Red Sox.  After
visiting his memorial
at the Boston Red Sox
spring training facility
in Fort Myers, Florida
this week, I learned
that Ted was a two time
American League (AL)
Most Valuable Player
(MVP), six time batting
champion, 17 time all
star, and two time
triple crown winner.
He was inducted into
baseball's Hall of  Fame
in 1966 in his first year
of  eligibility.  And, 'The
Thumper' had served
as a U.S. Marines
Fighter Pilot during
the Korean War.  Amaz-
ing!

Beau Turner
Beau as you are

aware, is one of  the five
fortunate children of
multi-talented billion-
aire Ted Turner.  Ac-
cording to the Beau
Turner Youth Conser-
vation Center (BTYCC)
website, he is involved
in numerous charita-
ble organizations re-
lated to environmental
conservation and
preservation around
the world.  He cur-
rently serves as Chair-
man of  the Board of
Trustees for the
Turner Endangered
Species Fund and is the
Director of  Natural Re-
sources and Biodiver-
sity for Turner
Enterprises, Inc. the
land-holding group for
the Turner family. I am
told that he oversees
wildlife-related proj-
ects for the more than 2
million acre operation.
I had the  distinct
pleasure of  meeting
Beau at Dr. T. K.
Wetherall's (Ginger)
home during a fund
raising event.  Beau's
greatest passion is get-
ting young people out-
doors and excited
about nature and the
environment.  He is
also a good role model
and mentor in that he
is accessible.  For in-
stance, my youngest
son  Travis caught his
first bass fish during
an outdoor excursion
he and I shared with
Beau and his young
son Beau II.  Trust me.
Beau knows the out-
doors.
Leonardo da Vinci  
Although he was

born many years ago
(1452) his legacy lives
on.  Leonardo was an
Italian Renaissance
polymath: he was a
painter, sculptor, archi-
tect, musician, mathe-
matician, engineer,
inventor, anatomist, ge-
ologist, cartographer,
botanist, and writer.
Gee.  Need I say any-
thing further why this
man's accomplish-
ments impresses most
all of  us?  One com-
mentator on the web
said “ it seems that the
scope and depth of  his
interests were without
precedent”.

Hillary  Clinton 
Not to be mistaken

for Hillary Swank the

Golden Globe and
Academy Award win-
ner as she appeared on
screen in 'Buffy the
Vampire Slayer.'  All
jokes aside, her official
biographical webpages
list her occupations as
women's rights ac-
tivist, U.S. First Lady,
Government Official.
When Hillary was
elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate in 2001, she became
the only American
First Lady to hold na-
tional office. She be-
came the 67th U.S.
Secretary of  State in
2009, serving until 2013.
Remarkable.
Peyton Manning
Recently signed a 5

year, $96 million deal
with the Denver Bron-
cos. According to
NFL.com this guy is
6'5” tall, 230 pounds,
has 16 years in the NFL
and is only 37 years
old.  Other notable ac-
complishments in-
clude: most Pro Bowl
selections for a Quar-
terback (12), NFL Most
Valuable Player (2003,
2004, 2008, 2009), and
2012 NFL Comeback
Player of  the Year.  In
addition, he is the
founder and President
of  his own charity, the
Peyback Foundation.
Its mission is to help
disadvantaged kids.
On September 2007 St.
Vincent Hospital in In-
dianapolis renamed its
children hospital to
“Peyton Manning Chil-
dren's Hospital at St.
Vincent”. Let us follow
Peyton's pattern.

Phil Mickelson
Professional golfer.

Based on his Profes-
sional Golfers Associa-
tion (PGA)
Golf-CBSSports.com
profile, he has some re-
ally eye popping career
accolades, including
being the 2012 AT&T
Pebble Ranch National
Pro-Am, 2011 Shell
Houston Open, and
2010 Masters Tourna-
ment champion. He
has won more than $5
million dollars by play-
ing in 146 European
Tour events, and has
earned an astonishing
$73 million by compet-
ing in more than 463
PGA golf  tournaments. 

Cathy Lanier
Chief  of  the Wash-

ington, D.C. Metropoli-
tan Police Department.

Based on the Depart-
ment's official web-
pages, the cornerstone
of  her leadership lies
in her commitment to
reducing violent
crimes through the
strong relationships
she has fostered with
partners in the com-
munity as well as those
within the criminal
justice system.  These
valuable partnerships
have lead to the city ex-
periencing a 53 percent
reduction in homicides
from 2008 to 2012.
Moreover, she was pre-
viously named Com-
mander of  the Special
Operations Division,
where for four years,
she managed the Emer-
gency Response Team,
Aviation and Harbor
Units, Horse Mounted
and Canine Units, Spe-
cial Events/Dignitary
Protection Branch, and
Civil Disturbance
Units.  Now, that is

more than enough for
us to tip our hats to
this outstanding lady.
A NBC News article by
Jeff  Rossen and Becky
Bratu exclaims 'From
Teen Mom to D.C.'s Top
Cop: Chief  Cathy
Lanier Believes in
Compassion'.

As the young folks
used to say “Oop, there
it is!”  Given the dire
circumstances that
many of  our minority
youth (including Ra-
heem and lil Kool
Daddy) are living
under, they could use
all of  the help they can
get, regardless of  the
demographic back-
grounds of  potential
role models.  And I
think you'd agree that
the aforementioned
Elite Eight are among
the best.

Respectfully,

Rev. Gene Hall
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Letters To The Editor

You Don't Have To Look Like Me

The Patient
Pro t ec t i on
And Afford-

able Care Act Is In
Their Own Words – Re-
publicans were fa-
mously closed out of
the write-up.  This Act
would, in their own
words, add the 30 mil-
lion uninsured to the
patient-pool (into a
static doctor-pool),
which would increase
quality of  care while
lowering healthcare
costs, adding to neither
deficit nor taxes.  But
we would have to pass
the Act to see how they
intended to pull that
off.  

This business
model is the epitome
of  magical thinking.
How is it possible to in-
crease existing patient-
load by 15% and
increase quality and
lower costs and do it as
a self-sustaining eco-
nomic sector?  It’s not.
That’s not how things
work in the real world.
This law never could
have worked as prom-
ised.  

Speaker Pelosi’s
amusing, “We’ve got to
pass the bill to find out
what’s in it,” is topo-
logically indistinguish-
able from “you’ve got
to pull the trigger to
see if  it’s loaded.”  But
it was also an admis-
sion that no one knew
“what’s in it.”  The bill
was so vast (1,700+
pages in plain text) and
complex (affecting nu-
merous government
agencies in non-intu-
itive ways) that no one
understood the con-
tents and their effects.
Remember that no De-
mocrat would admit to
actually having read
the bill.  Anything this
huge is guaranteed to
have internal flaws and
contradictions.  Pass-
ing legislation this
large and complex is
irresponsible – it’s
guaranteed not to
work.  

The inelegant roll-

out only highlighted
problems that would
have surfaced anyway.
A multitude of  poorly
written provisions are
already being rewrit-
ted almost daily as
President Obama is
confronted by condi-
tions codified in the
law that are unwork-
able in the real world
(or unexpectedly im-
pinged on donors and
supporters).  A bliz-
zard of  executive or-
ders have delayed or
exempted everything
from deadlines to eligi-
bility.  For those who
have no lobby – read:
the average citizen –
the law has been in ef-
fect for twenty some
days, and very, very
few even know if
they’re insured at the
moment.  There’s no
corroboration between
insurers and govern-
ment record-keepers.
That part of  the soft-
ware still hasn’t been
written.  

What’s going to
happen is abandon-
ment of  participation
by insurers (or their
bankruptcy), rationing
of  patients by
providers remaining in
the dwindling Afford-
able Care Act doctor-
pool, a general decline
in the quality of  care
given those patients
using ACA policies,
storefront clinics and
practices (on a cash
basis) for those who
can afford them, up-
scale concierge clinics
and practices (on a
cash basis) for the
those who can afford
them, and truly breath-
taking deficits.  And
according to CBO,
there will still be 30
million uninsured by
2020.  

The whole more-
p a t i e n t s / b e t t e r -
care/less-cost/self-paid
premise is hallucina-
tory.  Neither econom-
ics nor human nature
works that way. 

Russ Durham

Now We Know
What’s In It
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Viewpoints

‘Brew’ Ha Ha:
Conversations for Coffee

Amber Houston
Staff  Writer

Something To
Think About

By Harvey Greene

We went to
the East-
W e s t

Shrine game this past
weekend. You should
go next year; tickets
are only $5-10 each,
and it helps a good
cause. But that does
beg the question of  ex-
actly who the
Shriners are.

When I mention
the Shriners what
comes to mind for
you? Old men in tiny
cars in a parade?
Fuzzy hats? Clowns? 

What I think of
when I think of  the
Shriners is crippled
and burned children.
For me the Shriners
organization means
over a million crip-
pled and burned chil-
dren who have been
helped, all without
costing their parents a
single dime. Children
given a new life. That
is who the Shriners
are to me.

I believe I said this
before, but I will say it
again. If  you ever
want or need a good
hefty dose of  “I guess
I don't have it so bad”
then I would invite
you to walk into the
waiting room at the

Shriners Hospital in
Tampa. On my last
visit I was almost im-
mediately greeted by a
young girl of  about
three years old, walk-
ing along holding her
Daddy's hand, her
right foot angled
straight outward at
about ninety degrees
away from her body.
She had a stutter limp,
and a smile that
melted your heart.
She grinned and
waved at me as they
passed. I gave her a
big grin and waved
back. Her father
flashed me a smile of
thanks. I don’t know
if  it was because I
smiled at his daughter
or because I was wear-
ing a Shriner shirt. 

The next child I
saw in the waiting
room had apparently
had recent surgery on
one arm, now in a
sling. His free hand
angled back on its axis
and pointed directly at
his chest so that his
forearm resembled
the hook on the top of
a walking cane. He
waved cheerfully at
me with the deformed
arm. 

I will not continue

to badger you with the
list of  what I saw, but
suffice it to say, that
my humility was
beaten upon to the
point that I was mak-
ing a regular habit of
wiping my eyes.

Shriners Hospitals
for Children are on
the cutting edge of
medicine in helping
crippled and burned
children providing the
newest and best help
for orthopedic, spinal
cord injury, burns,
and cleft palate prob-
lems. And they do this
completely free to the
families. 

Their funding
comes from people
like you. The doctors
and nurses, the funny
cars, the cute fuzzy
hats, the fat old men
like me raising money
– none of  it works,
without people like
you giving something
to someone they do
not know. So the next
time you see a
Shriner, don’t think of
a grown man acting
like a child – Think of
a child.

No man stands so
tall as when he stoops
to help a child. 

Think About it.

Funny Cars, Fuzzy Hats,
And Crippled Children

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

St. Margaret
C a t h o l i c
Church will

host Dave Ramsey’s Fi-
nancial Peace Univer-
sity (FPU,) a nine-week
life-changing program
that empowers and
teaches how to make
the right money deci-
sions to achieve finan-
cial goals and
experience a total
money makeover. 

Classes will be
held at 10:30 a.m. be-
ginning on January 25
and continuing every

Saturday after for the
nine-weeks. FPU is
held once a week for
two hours and is an
important step to
changing your finan-
cial future. It takes the
head knowledge from
the books and turns it
into real action.

FPU is for every-
one. The program pro-
vides Biblically based
common sense educa-
tion and empower-
ment which gives hope
to everyone from the fi-
nancially secure to the
financially distressed.

It is not just for
those who are in debt.

Over 300,000 families
in over 11,000 churches
have attended FPU
classes and found a
new freedom in man-
aging the resources
that God Has provided.

For more informa-
tion and to register
call Class Representa-
tive Brian Metty at 850-
545-6385, or
brian.metty@yahoo.co
m or register online at
http://www.daveram-
sey.com/com/fpu/loca-
tions/org/48474/class/
246588. 

Childcare will be
provided upon re-
quest.

Financial Peace University
To Start Program 

This Saturday
January

Jefferson Arts will
showcase ‘Journey Sto-
ries’ sponsored by Main-
Street Monticello
Florida thru Friday, Feb-
ruary 28. The Gallery is
open from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Wednesdays and
Saturdays for public
viewing at 575 West
Washington Street in
downtown Monticello.
For more information
about the Arts, or about
art classes for children
and adults, call 850-997-
3311 or go to info@jeffer-
sonartsgallery.com or
www.je f fersonar ts -
gallery.com. 

January 25
Breakfast with the Bee-
keeper at Tupelo’s Bak-
ery & Cafe, on Saturday,
beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Participants will meet
in the front room, and be
sure to bring in any bee-
keeping questions for
local expert Tony Hogg
of  Full Moon Farm. 220
West Washington Street,
in Monticello.

January 25
Bailar Public Library
will be presented a
photo of  Corporal
Earnest Sneed at 10 a.m.
on Saturday during a
special ceremony. He is a
WWII veteran, Munford
Point Marine, Congres-
sional Gold Medal recip-
ient, and lifelong
resident of  Jefferson
County. Contact nelson-
srjohn@aol.com for
more information.

January 25
Jefferson County
Branch of  the NAACP
will meet at 12 p.m. on
the last Saturday at the
MLK Center. Contact

Charles Parrish at 850-
997-3760 for more infor-
mation.

January 27
Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Support is held from
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
usually on the fourth
Monday at First United
Methodist Church in the
Family Ministry Center
on West Walnut Street in
Monticello. A light
lunch is provided and
your loved one is pro-
vided respite care dur-
ing the group meeting.
This is a free monthly
program. Call the
Alzheimer’s Project at
850-386-2778 for more in-
formation or 850-997-
5545 for directions. The
group will not meet in
December.

January 27
Martin Luther King
(MLK) Community Cen-
ter Committee meets at
6 p.m. on the last Mon-
day. Contact Charles
Parrish at 850-997-3760
for more information.

January 27
Al-Anon meetings are
held at 8 p.m. on Mon-
days at the Anglican
Church, 124 Jefferson
Avenue in Thomasville.
For more information
go to www.al-anon.ala-
teen.org.

January 27
AAwill meet at 8 p.m. on
Monday at the Christ
Episcopal Church
Annex, 425 North
Cherry Street. For more
information, call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

January 28
AA classes are held on
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. for
those seeking help. The
classes are held at the

Harvest Christian Cen-
ter, 1599 Springhollow
Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-
212-7669 for more infor-
mation.

January 28
Flab-To-Fab weight loss
group meets on Tues-
days at the Monticello
Health & Fitness Center.
Weigh-in begins at 4:30
p.m. with speakers and
discussion following.
This new, exciting, sup-
port group is free of
charge to anyone; dona-
tions are accepted.
Share recipes, stories,
and ideas. For more in-
formation contact the fa-
cility at 850-997-4400. 

January 28
Jefferson County Re-
publican Party and its
Executive Committee
meet on the fourth Tues-
day at Willow Pond
Plantation. The formal
meeting begins at 7 p.m.
Contact Chairman
Clyde Simpson at 850-
228-4400 or chairman@
jeffersongop.com and let
him know if  you will
NOT be able to attend.
Plan to attend these
meetings and bring a
friend. Complimentary
beverages will be avail-
able beginning at 6 p.m.
All voting residents are
encouraged to attend
these monthly meetings
in a continuing effort to
enhance communica-
tion regarding commu-
nity concerns and other
issues affecting Jeffer-
son County. Get en-
gaged! The REC
message is important
and should be made
loud and clear to the
elected officials.

Community Calendar
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

The first time I
went to the
W a k u l l a

County animal shelter,
I made sure not to even
make eye contact with
anyone other than
Josie. I was already
bringing one dog home,
and I didn’t want to
risk falling in love with
another.

This past Sunday
was different. This past
Sunday was the volun-
teer day for Cauzican
Care, the animal rescue
associated with the
Wakulla shelter. I had
decided long before
that morning that I
would pour love all
over every dog I laid
my hands on. My best
friend John accompa-
nied me, and that’s ex-
actly what we did.

We ran dogs,
walked dogs, petted
dogs, cuddled dogs,
played with dogs, posed
dogs for photos. We
gave kisses and got
kisses and went home
exhausted and covered
in fur and slobber.

Both of  us were a
mess, but I can’t re-
member the last time
my heart was so full of
love. I went there Sun-
day thinking I would
have a positive effect on
a bunch of  dogs. What I
did not expect is that a
bunch of  dogs would
have such a positive ef-
fect on me.

One was this beau-
tiful hound named
Lark. She was nervous
about being outside
next to a road, nervous
about cars, and had ob-
viously never been on a
leash. She’d bolt and
stop, bolt and stop. And
then she panicked—she
started panting uncon-
trollably, glancing
nervously at the cars
that passed and at
John.

For his part, John
leaned over her and
gathered her lanky
frame in his arms.
Most of  the way back to
the shelter he “walked
her” like this.

I cannot describe
the look of  love and
gratitude on her face as
she leaned her head
against his shoulder.
Neither can I ade-
quately describe John’s
ear-to-ear grin at this
beautiful creature put-
ting all her trust and
comfort and joy into
him.

I’m not going to lie:
I’ve been stressed
lately. So has Spencer—
he’s a yellow lab mix.
He’s young and all the
dogs barking and the
hectic, cooped up life at
the shelter doesn’t help.
So when I got him on a
leash, we ran at a dead
sprint for a good solid 5
minutes. We got all of
his pent up energy out
of  his system, got him

away from the other
dogs.

And when I flopped
over in the grass ex-
hausted, he sat beside
me, pawed at my chest
and kissed all over my
face. Suddenly, I wasn’t
high strung and
stressed and neither
was he: he was docile,
attentive, and in love.
He stretched out on the
grass beside me, rolled
over on his back, and
wallowed in love and
sunshine.

John and I sacri-
ficed three hours of
our Sunday and a per-
fect attendance record
at church for the happi-
ness of  a few dogs.

What we didn’t un-
derstand until after we
loaded up in the station
wagon and headed
home was that proxim-
ity to God had little to
do with attendance at
church—it had more to
do with proximity to
His will and His cre-
ations. I saw God in
each volunteer I met
and each dog I loved.

I went looking for
the self-satisfaction of
saving a few dogs from
the monotony of  shel-
ter life. What I found
was something entirely
different, entirely more
valuable—the realiza-
tion that the monotony
of  life isn’t unique to
being in a shelter, and
it wasn’t only the dogs
that needed saving.

Who Rescued Whom?



January 24, 25
Second Harvest Food
Program together with
the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth
MB, Hickory Hill MB,
Mt. Pleasant AME, and
Philadelphia MB will
provide food to those
needing assistance

monthly on the fourth
Saturday, with distribu-
tion from 9 to 10 a.m. at
the New Bethel AME
Church, located at 6496
Ashville Highway. Vol-
unteers are also needed
on the Friday evening
before at 6:30 p.m. to
help bag the food pack-

ages. Contact Nellie
Randell at 850-997-5605,
or 850-997-6929 to volun-
teer, or for more infor-
mation about this
program. 

January 25
St. Margaret Catholic
Church will host Dave
Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University, a nine-
week life-changing pro-
gram that empowers and
teaches how to make the
right money decisions to
achieve financial goals
and experience a total
money makeover.
Classes begin at 10:30
a.m. every Saturday. For
more information and to
register call Class Con-
tact Brian Metty at 850-
545-6385, or
brian.metty@yahoo.com
or register online at
http://www.daveram-
sey.com/com/fpu/loca-
tions/org/48474/class/24
6588. Childcare will be
provided upon request.  

January 25
St. Rilla Missionary Bap-
tist Church will host an
appreciation program
for Bro. Kelvin Reddick
on Saturday, at 4 p.m.
Music will be presented
by ‘The Gospel Tones’.
All are invited. The

church is located at 13
Barrington Road. Rev.
James Mack, pastor. For
more information call 850-
519-1801 or 850-997-8747.

January 25
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m.
every other Saturday at
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library.
For more information
contact First United
Methodist Church Min-
istry Chairman Barbara
Hobbs at 850-523-1813. 

January 31
Nazarene Church Fam-
ily Skate Night is held
from 6 to 8 p.m. on the
last Friday evening of
every month. Light
snacks and soft drinks
are available. For more
information contact
Pastor Clay Stephens at
850-528-5451.  

February 1
Capital Heights Baptist
Church will host Squire
Parsons in concert on Sat-
urday, beginning at 6:30
p.m. The evening of  music
and song requires no tick-
ets. A love offering will be
received. Hear the
songs: ‘Sweet Beulah
Land’, ‘Master of  The Sea’,
‘I Sing Because’, ‘Hello
Mama’, ‘I Go To The Rock’,

and so many others. For
more information, contact
Pastor Derrick Burrus
850-345-0425.

February 1
Nazarene Church Family
Clothing Giveaway is held
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on
the first Saturday of  every
month. For more informa-
tion contact Rev. Clay
Stephens at 850-528-5451.  

February 1
Lamont Baptist Church
will host a Ladies Choco-
late Fest on Saturday, at 2
p.m. All ladies are wel-
come to attend, and bring
something chocolate to
share.

February 2
Union Branch Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate its annual ‘Black
History’ program at 11
a.m. on Sunday with
speaker Min. Ronnie
Johnson and the Memo-
rial Missionary Baptist
Church Male Chorus. All
are invited to dress for this
special occasion is ca-
sual. Come fellowship
and expect a mighty
move from God during
this service. For more
information contact
Mother Beatrice Lynn at
850-878-9585. Rev. Terry
L. Presley Sr., pastor.
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WATER & SEWER continued from page 1 

SIDEWALK   continued from page 1 

RAINFALL   continued from page 1 

CHARGED                     continued from page 1  

Driver Leaves Crash
Scene With Man In

Windshield
In Manitowoc, Wis., a

drunken driver hit a man
delivering newspapers on
his bicycle and drove off
with the paper carrier
stuck in his windshield.
Steven Gove, 56, was on
his three-wheeled deliv-
ery bicycle when a 20-
year-old man hit him and
sent Gove crashing
through the car’s wind-
shield. “My entire torso
was inside the car,” Gove
said. “Well, when I real-
ized I was in his car, I
said, ‘Hello! How do you
do? I’m the guy you hit on
the bicycle.’” Instead of
stopping, the man drove
another block to his home
and locked the car from
the outside. It was then
the man noticed Gove sit-
ting in his car and asked
who he was and what he
was doing inside his car.
Gove said, “I’m the guy
you hit on the bicycle. I
went through your wind-
shield!” Gove was not se-
riously injured. “I don’t
hold any grudges. It was
an accident,” Gove said.
“But I just don’t under-
stand why he didn’t see
me.” The suspect was
charged with causing in-
jury while driving drunk,
hit and run and failure to
render aid.

Man Claims Not
Bathing Keeps Him

Healthy
In Southern Iran, a

man by the name of
Amou Haji claims he has-
n’t bathed in 60 years be-
cause he believes
cleanliness will bring
him sickness. Haji cur-
rently holds the title of
“Dirtiest Man in the
World.” The previous
holder for not bathing
was 66-year-old Kailash
Singh, an Indian man
who went over 38 years
without washing. Haji
was described as having
“emotional setbacks” in
his youth and in addition
to the bathing issue, en-
joys dining on the rotten
meat of  dead porcupines
and smokes a pipe filled
with animal feces. Haji
also alternates between
living in a brick shack
and a grave-like hole in
the ground to keep him
grounded and in touch
with the reality of  life.

Man Turns Violent 
Over Dirty Dishes
In Tenn., a 23-year-old

man is facing domestic
assault charges after be-
coming violent with his
41-year-old mother about
washing dirty dishes.
When the mother refused
to return his cell phone
charger until he finished
washing dishes, the man
began breaking things in
the kitchen. The woman
called the police before
being chased into a bed-
room by her son, where
she locked herself  in. He
forced himself  into the
room by unlocking the
door with a credit card
and then pinned his
mother behind the door.
After police responded to
the mother’s call for help,
the man admitted “throw-
ing a glass in the sink,
breaking it, and slam-
ming the door of  the dish-
washer causing some
minor damage.” Officer
Stuart Ogg said, “He (the
man) stated he was want-
ing the charger for his
phone but his mother
would not give it to him
until the dishes were put

2011 Nissan Frontier
pickup truck forward but
instead put the truck into
reverse, running over the
six-year-old, who was be-
hind the truck. Courson
and his eight-year-old
son were passengers in
the truck at the time. 

Becca was rushed to
Tallahassee Memorial
Hospital, where she was
pronounced dead. 

A spokesman for the

FHP said that Courson
and the 13-year-old girl
allegedly had alcohol on
their breaths at the time
of  the investigation, and
that marijuana was also
found in the truck. Cour-
son was the only adult on
the property at the time
of  the accident.  

On Wednesday, Talla-
hassee Attorney Tim
Jansen took over the rep-
resentation of  Courson.

Jansen indicated that he
would file a motion to
have Courson’s bond re-
duced and the restriction
against him seeing his
children lifted.

No motion had been
filed as of  Thursday
morning, according to
the Jefferson County
Clerk of  Court office.  

The FHP, meanwhile,
continues its investiga-
tion. 

permission to approach
firms individually.
Which city staff  did
and which solicitations
apparently paid off. 

As City Clerk Emily
Anderson explained it
to the council earlier,
finding the engineer
and a contractor will-
ing to install the side-
walk wasn’t difficult.
The problem, she said,
was finding a third
party inspector to en-

sure that the work com-
plied with all the appli-
cable rules, regulations
and requirements. Per
the term of  grant, the
person conducting the
inspection had to be
someone other the engi-
neer and construction
contractor.

The problem with
finding such an inspec-
tor, Anderson said, was
that the project was so
small — consisting of  a

mere .17 miles — and
the funding rules were
so onerous, that bid-
ders tended to shy away
from the work.    

It’s expected that
once started, the side-
walk will be completed
within a couple of
weeks. The extension
will link with the ter-
mination point of  exist-
ing sidewalk at Holly
Road and extend west
to Willow Street.

Deficits of  up to 15
inches, however, persisted
in certain areas, including
the upper Aucilla basin in
Jefferson County. And the
average rainfall for the
three-month period ending
Dec. 31 was 1.1 inches
lower than the long-term
average of  8.4 inches. 

Jefferson County
received 3.40 inches, com-
pared with the December
average of  4.25 inches. The
county received 55.19
inches of  rainfall during
the last 12 months, or 91
percent of  the annual nor-
mal.

Madison County,
meanwhile, received 3.66
inches, compared with the
December average of  3.79
inches. Madison County
received 58.91 inches dur-
ing the last 12 months, or
105 percent of  the annual
normal.

With the exception of
a few rivers, the levels of
most waterways in the dis-
trict remained generally
normal. Lake levels like-

wise remained generally
stable, if  slightly below
their long-term averages.
And Sneads Smokehouse
in Jefferson in particular
dropped at least six inches
below it lowest recorded
level.

The report notes that
in November, “the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission com-
pleted a hydrologic
restoration project at the
site that entailed the re-
moval of  a 1960s-era
earthen dam that had sep-
arated the lake from a
sinkhole.   

“It is not known at this
time how future fluctua-
tions will compare to past
behavior based on 37 years
of  records,” the reports
states, adding that statis-
tics will be updated annu-
ally to reflect changes in
the lake’s hydrology.

Groundwater levels
varied, with some moni-
toring wells showing a
drop, others an increase
and yet others remaining

stable. 
“One quarter of  the

wells had levels below
their long-term median,
and one well in northern
Jefferson County re-
mained below the 25th per-
centile,” the report states.

The National Weather
Service Climate Prediction
Center’s three-month out-
look shows a potential
below normal precipita-
tion through March.

The SRWMD contin-
ues its Phase I Water
Shortage Advisory, which
urges the voluntary reduc-
tion of  unnecessary water
usage.

The SRWMD encom-
passes all or parts of  15
counties in north-central
Florida, including Madi-
son and the eastern por-
tion of  Jefferson.

The monthly report is
a compilation of  data col-
lected from radar-derived
rainfall estimates, ground-
water and surface water
levels, river flows and
other sources,  

year, we might not now
need to do a 25 percent in-
crease,” Vogelgesang said
at one point, noting that
the last time the city had
increased the rates was in
2010. He added that the de-
sirability of  incremental
increases was one of  the
salient points he was tak-
ing away from the presen-
tation.   

Carroll’s report ini-
tially found the waste-
water rate to be adequate,
until it was pointed out to
him that the study had
missed counting the debt
service on the new waste-
water treatment facility.
At which point Carroll re-
vised his assessment to
say that the wastewater
rate also would need to be
increased by about 25 per-
cent. 

The kicker, as several
at the presentation noted,
is the $200,000 or so an-
nual debt that the city has
taken on for the next 40
year to pay back the loan
on the new treatment
plant. At the same time,
Wingate noted, the new
facility should require
less maintenance costs,
and the extension of  the
water line along US 19
North will put more cus-
tomers on the system,
which will translate into
additional revenues.   

All the same, Carroll
strongly urged the coun-
cil to implement annual
incremental cost-of-living
increases, which he said
would assure for adequate
funding to cover the two
systems’ operational and
maintenance costs and ul-
timately would prove less
painful to consumers.  

“It is a prudent utility
practice to sync water and
wastewater rates with an-
nual cost-of-living adjust-
ments for the utility to
keep pace with incremen-
tal costs,” Carroll wrote
in his report. “Make this
adjustment automatic,
based on a verifiable
index.”

Ideally, Carroll said,
utility rate setting should
meet a number of  goals
and objectives, key among
them being that the rate
meet expected opera-
tional costs and allow for
growth. Additionally, the
rate should be fair and eq-
uitable; minimize “rate
shock”, if  possible; pro-
mote conservation; and

allow for the buildup of  a
capital reserve, he ad-
vised.

The study found that
in 2013, the water side of
the operation had $399,101
in expenditures and
$311,025 in income, a dif-
ference of  $88,076, or a 22-
percent shortfall. On the
wastewater side of  the
equation, the report
found a surplus of  8.5 per-
cent, or $56,765; this fig-
ure, however, was because
the debt service on the
new treatment plant had
not been factored in.       

Besides the proposed
fee increases, others of
the FRWA’s recommenda-
tions included that the
residential classification
be expanded into four cat-
egories (residential, com-
mercial, commercial 2,
and institutional); that a
water conservation rate
structure be imple-
mented, meaning one that
imposes additional
charges per thousand gal-
lons of  usage above a set
standard to encourage
more judicious water
usage; and that evalua-
tions of  the rate be con-
ducted annually to ensure
that it continued to meet
the operational and main-
tenance needs.

“We recommend that
you revisit the revenue/
expense predictions, cur-
rent financial position
and other indicators dur-
ing the annual budget ap-
proval process and adjust
the rate as needed,” Car-
roll wrote in his report. 

He said the critical
questions to ask relative
to water and wastewater
services fees were, were
the revenues produced ad-
equately covering the
costs, were they fair, and
did they address the sys-
tems’ future needs? 

The way the council
left the matter, Carroll
was to refigure the num-
bers, factoring in the debt
service on the new facility
as well as the expected re-
duction in maintenance
and other costs and re-
turned to the council with
a revised report. The
council also instructed
Wingate and city staff  to
delve deeper into the op-
erational and mainte-
nance costs and return
with specific numbers
and a corresponding rate
increase proposal. 



AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Ma d C o ’ s
C a b a r e t
spans the

spectrum of  human emo-
tion, from the frenetic
party atmosphere of
Berlin to the sultry and
seductive femme fatale;
from true love to true
loss; from rejoicing to de-
spair, and everything in
between. The production
was beautifully pre-
sented, artfully staged,
and perfectly produced.

As the audience en-
ters, be prepared for the
Klub girls to wet your
whistle before the show,
offering up drinks, enter-
tainment, and audience
interaction. Frenchie
flirts with audience
members and Texas
makes toasts to the per-
formance and the
evening. Frenchie hails
audience members and
says in an emphatic
French accent, “Joo
going ta hafta seet in VIP
if  joo want zhe bubbly!”
The girls are delightful,
uproarious, and com-
pletely improvised.

As the curtains open,
Act One begins in an ab-
solute whirlwind, as the
audience gets acquainted
with the characters and
the scene unfolds. It is
early in the 1930s. Berlin
is a town of  vice, ro-
mance, and debauchery.
Introverted, sarcastic
American writer Clifford
Bradshaw is as foreign to
the lifestyle as he is to the
city. Caleb Goodman
plays this role brilliantly,
bringing to life the awk-
ward and unsuccessful
author in an array of
mannerisms, gestures,
and voice inflection.

Then he meets Sally
Bowles. A Cabaret girl,
Sally is sensual, flirta-
tious, exciting—the per-
sonification of  the city.
She burns the candle at
both ends, casually ex-
plaining that she is stay-
ing with a certain man,
“this week.”

“Am I shocking you,
talking like this?” she
asks Bradshaw coyly, a

wicked grin spreading
over her face. It is the
same grin she wears
when she bursts into his
room shortly after with
all of  her belongings and
declares that she is mov-
ing in.

Sally is forward, mis-
chievous, intelligent, and
completely in love with
herself. Colleen McClure
could not have done this
part better. She sings
beautifully, her dancing
is precise and sensual.
She is seductive and not
a bit self-conscious.

However, in the
realm of  pure inhibition,
the Kit Kat Club Emcee
(Kevin Godwin) exceeds
expectations. Godwin is
extremely charismatic
and totally secure in him-
self. He jiggles his hips
and dances with reckless
abandon much to the de-
light of  the audience.

While the play fo-
cuses on the tragic ro-
mance between Bowles
and Bradshaw, the
darker side of  the Nazi
rise to power is shown
through the even more
tragic and particularly
doomed romance be-
tween Fraulein Schnei-
der (a boardinghouse
owner) and Herr Schultz
(a Jewish fruit seller)
played by Judi Persons
and Duncan Hoehn re-

spectively. Persons and
Hoehn have remarkable
stage chemistry and
bring the characters to
life in breathtaking be-
lievability.

The best of  the cho-
reography can be seen
during the number
“Mein Herr.” The danc-
ing is not based on showy
complexity, though the
show certainly has its
share of  numbers like
that. This is the iconic
scene where the women
dance with chairs. They
are perfectly in time with
each other, moving as
one unit—the precision
and practice involved is
absolutely breathtaking.

Act One reaches its
climax at the scene “Two
Ladies,” where the act’s
muted sexual tension is
brought into sharp, hilar-
ious focus.

From there, the jubi-
lation plateaus with Herr
Schultz proposing to
Fraulein Schneider, and
Bowles and Bradshaw
discovering that they are
with child.

The audience enters
intermission with un-
marred joyfulness and
full hearts.

Yet as the curtains
open again, the Emcee
foreshadows darker un-
dertones in the plot—the
music is haunting, the

characters are more con-
flicted, the scene pacing
is break neck. The en-
tirety of  Act 2 can be
summarized in one line,
“The party in Berlin is
over.”

The Nazis are gain-
ing power by leaps and
bounds and anti-Semitic
feelings force Fraulein
Schneider and Herr
Schultz to a crisis, even-
tually dissolving their
marriage. Persons is ac-
tually upset over the mat-
ter, no doubt: she sobs
truly, as a woman forced
to choose between love
and survival.

Bowles has no inter-
est in or concept of  the
coming danger. Brad-
shaw sees the socio-polit-
ical issues with
remarkable clarity and
wishes to flee the country
with Bowles and their
unborn child. For her
part, Bowles is too in love
with her concept of  her-
self  as a club girl to leave
the profession. McClure
is at once petulant, res-
olute, conflicted, and
stubborn.

When she goes back
to the club and takes the
stage for the play’s name-
sake number, “Cabaret,”
the audience is in for a
surreal experience.
Bowles enters the stage
in a gold sequined dress
and the lighting crew
masterfully throws re-
flections of  sequins on
every wall. In this scene,
McClure unleashes the
full, unbridled beauty of
her voice. She puts all the
emotion of  love, joy, fear,
regret, and loss that the
play has evoked so far
into a single number.

The play ends with a
whirlwind and choreo-
graphically complex
scene, where Bradshaw
remembers the events of
his visit to Berlin.

The cast and crew’s
hard work is evident and
the production is clearly
on par with big-city pro-
ductions.  MadCo has
succeeded once again in
bringing a sense of  art
and cosmopolitan society
to Monticello. This pro-
duction is a must-see.
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Eddie Lee "Ed"
Nealy, 64, of
Mont ice l lo

passed in Tallahassee
on Sunday, January 19,
2014.  

Funeral services
are 2:00 p.m. Sunday,
January 26, at Memo-
rial Missionary Baptist

Church with burial in
Brown/ Philadelphia
Cemetery.  

Viewing-visitation
is 3-7:30 p.m. Saturday,
January 25, at Tillman
Of  Monticello.  

A retired construc-
tion worker, he had
lived in Miami and De-
Funiak Springs for
many years before re-
turning to this area.  

He is survived by
his mother, Ruby Nealy
Lamar; father, Willie H.
"Buddy" Walker; daugh-
ter, LaQuita Nealy;
brother, Pearl E. Lamar
and sister, Sally Lamar
and numerous other
relatives and friends.  

EDDIE LEE NEALY

James Edward
"Bubba" Bran-
ham, 64, of

Monticello, FL, passed
in Tallahassee on Fri-
day, January 17, 2014.  

Funeral services
are 11:00 a.m. Saturday,
January 25, at Bethel
AME Church, Monti-
cello, with burial in
Texas Hill Cemetery.
Viewing-visitation is 3-
7:30 p.m. Friday, Janu-
ary 24, at Tillman Of
Monticello.  

A 1967 graduate of
Monticello's Howard
Academy High School,
he was a U.S. Army
combat veteran.  

A constructionist's
assistant, he was
highly talented at his
craft.  

He is survived by:
his sisters, Claretha B.
Graham and Alice
Branham; step-brother,

Theodore Siplin; niece,
Alycia (Michael)
Miller; his nephew-
caregiver, Robert Cam-
bric; sister-in-law,
Daisy B. Branham and
numerous other rela-
tives and loving
friends.  He was prede-
ceased by his parents,
Charles Wesley, Sr. and
Sally Roberts Branham
and brother, Charles
"Cheese" Branham, Jr.

JAMES BRANHAM The Kit Kat Klub Girls. Back row: Lisa Rea-

soner-Hall, Colleen McClure, Alex Brookins. Front

row: Marcia Paulk; and Nikki Parker. Caberet was

Directed & Choreographed by Melanie Mays.

“Life’s A Cabaret” With MadCo
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The St. Phillip
AME Church
Ministerial

Staff  is attending the
Tallahassee District
AME Conference this
weekend, January 23-
25; at the Flipper
Chapel AME Church
in Tallahassee.  

The Conference

provides educational
seminars and training
for the advancement of
church ministries. The
Staff  was also in atten-
dance to the 11th Epis-
copal District Annual
Conference held in
Pensacola recently.

The group will be
back in time for the
‘Howardite Day’ pro-
gram at the St. Phillip
AME Church, January

26, at 3 p.m. 
Speaker for this

special program will
be Dr. Vivian Royster.
Plan to attend, as the
service will be a time
to gather to worship
and praise God, renew
friendships, and pause
to pay recognition to
all the affiliates of
Howard Academy
High School and the
‘orange and blue.’ 

The St. Phillip AME Church Ministerial Staff from left to right are: Tracy In-

gram, Gloria Cox, Yasmin Fishburn, Gracie Dickey, Nikita Wiggins, Sarah Nor-

ton, Shanina Hines, and Yolanda Lewis.  Not pictured is Rev. Vivian Royster.

St. Phillip AME Church Ministerial Staff
To Attend Conference

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The City of
Mont i ce l l o
honored re-

cently retired Jefferson
County Forester Mike
Humphries on Florida
Arbor Day, Friday, Jan-
uary 17, by planting two
Flowering Cherry trees
on the side lawn of  the
Courthouse Annex. 

Simpson’s Nursery
donated the trees. 
A plaque was mounted
on the ground at the
tree base to describe the
tree and the person the
tree was dedicated to. 

Mayor Tom Vo-
gelgesang spoke briefly
and especially about
Humphries, and to
Humphries, thanking
him for serving the
County proudly for 20+
years.

City Clerk Emily
Anderson read a pro-
claimation from the
City. City Chief  of  Po-
lice Fred Mosley spoke
a few words of  inspira-
tion and City Manager
Steve Wingate gave a
brief  update on the
Water Park Walk, and
the progress of  identi-
fying the trees along the
walk.

Family, friends, co-
workers, and members
of  the Monticello Gar-
den Club (MGC) were
also in attendance. The
group followed to the
Oakfield Cemetery
after the trees were
planted at the annex.

Several more peo-
ple were waiting at the
cemetery to continue
the early morning
Arbor Day events and
planting of  trees. 

A variety of  seven
trees were planted by
City workers, under the
guidance of

Humphries, at the
cemetery, providing
shade trees and beauty
to the quiet area set
with headstones and
memories of  the past. 

These trees were
planted in memory of
past MGC members,
and their immediate
family. These persons
and trees are: Janis
Jackson, a member of
the Camellia Garden
Circle, a Live Oak; Joe
Lynwood Roberts, Sr.,
husband of  Linda
Roberts, a member of
the Magnolia Garden
Circle, a Holly. He was
also a contributor to the
good works of  the Mon-
ticello Garden Club;
David Charles Brum-
field, son of  Nikki
Shepherd, a member of
the Magnolia Garden
Circle, a Nuttall Oak;
David Patrick Linney
III, brother of  Dianne
Braren, secretary/trea-
surer of  the Magnolia
Garden Circle, a Live
Oak; Richard Tamm Jr.,
son of  Jan Wadsworth,
chairperson of  the
Mignonette Garden Cir-

cle, a Nuttall Oak; John
Culbreath, husband of
Barbara Culbreath, sec-
retary/treasurer of  the
Mignonette Garden Cir-
cle, a Live Oak; Virginia
Sagar, mother of  Sue
Waters, first vice chair-
person of  the Founders
Garden Circle, a Holly.

A brief  ceremony
was held before the
planting of  the trees be-
ginning with a welcome
and thank you from
MGC President Anne
Mara. Anderson read a
proclamation from the
City of  Monticello and
Mayor Tom Vogelge-
sang. Mara concluded
with a poem about trees
and their beauty.

Simpson’s Nursery
donated all seven trees
and all the trees were
marked with a metal
plaque showing the
name of  the tree and
the person the tree was
dedicated to.

Public Works Direc-
tor Raymond Clark and
city workers were on-
hand at both events to
arrange, plant, and
maintain the trees.

Arbor Day In Monticello

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 17, 2014.
Arbor Day tree planting at the courthouse annex. Left to right are: Fred

Mosley, Gerrold Austin, John Nelson, Steve Wingate, Emily Anderson,

Charles Parrish, Mike Humphies, Tom Vogelgesang and Shirley Washington.

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 17, 2014.
Arbor Day tree planting at the courthouse annex. Co-workers of recently

retired Jefferson County Forester Mike Humphries were in attendance. From

left to right are: Clint Tatum, Ken Weber, Humphries, Bill Thigpen, Shawn Bug-

gar, and John Tillman.

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 17, 2014.
Arbor Day tree planting at the courthouse

annex. Public works director Raymond Clark plants

a tree in honor of Mike Humphies, looking on.

The family of the late Mildred Ann King

would like to acknowledge with sincere

appreciation the prayers, telephone

calls, food, visits, monetary contribu-

tions, cards, and all other acts of kind-

ness and sympathy shown to us during

our time of bereavement.

May God bless each of you and 

hold you in His care.

Thank You, The Family
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Many, many people came to Mon-
ticello on Monday, January 20 to cele-
brate the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday with a parade and an educa-
tional celebration at the MLK Com-
munity Center.

The celebration actually began
on Sunday afternoon at the commu-
nity center with an MLK program
and message presented by Rev.
Earnest F. Rains and the Young
Reapers Missionary Baptist Church
of  Greenville. Mistress of  Ceremony
was Sis. Joi Collins. Devotion was of-
fered by Deac. Johnnie Morris Jr. and
Deac. Cecil Cobb. Sis. Erma Morris
welcomed everyone and spoke on the
occasion.

Reflection on this special day was
on civil rights then, now, and in the
future. Deac. Charles Parrish, presi-
dent of  the MLK Community Center
closed the service with remarks and

a special invitation for all to be a part
of  the Monday MLK Parade and the
events that will follow.

The MLK Parade kicked-off  the
beginning of  a day of  celebrating the
holiday together, serving neighbors
and communities. The MLK Day of
Service is a part of  United We Serve,
the president’s national call to service
initiative. It calls for Americans from
all walks of  life to work together to
provide solutions to the most press-
ing national problems. 

The parade, compiled and organ-
ized by Gerrold Austin, was held in
downtown Monticello and was filled
with units that included area bands,
churches, groups, organizations, and
individuals all marching for fun and
peace for all. 

The parade was then followed
with an afternoon of  educational and
fun activities at the Dr. MLK Jr. Com-

munity Center. The venue hosted sev-
eral booths lining the streets with vol-
unteers and agencies handing out
literature and educational informa-
tion reflecting on Dr. King. Vendors
include the Democratic Party regis-
tering voters and lots of  food and jew-
elry suppliers.  

Parade participants included
Grand Marshall Judge Barbara
Hobbs, the color guard, law enforce-
ment, emergency medical services,
volunteer fire departments, the Mon-
ticello Police Department and the
Sheriff ’s Department, Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 251 and Auxiliary,
American Legion Post 49 and 234 and
Auxiliaries, Jefferson Elementary
School, NAACP, MLK Community
Center, Daughters of  Isis Ahmed
Court 134, Jefferson Senior Citizens
Center, Jefferson County Middle High
School Band, Property Appraisers Of-
fice, Templar Crusaders, Cumulus
102.3 FM, FAMU DRS Court, City of
Monticello, Crusades Virginia West
Lane Guide, Heroines Solomon
Court, AKA Group Tally, RJ Bailar
Public Library, Heroines of  Jericho,
Retired Educators, Ahmed Temple 37
Shriner’s, New Bethel AME Church,
Golden Circle Carries White Boone,
Brynwood Center H&R, Daughters of
Debra 60 CES, Boys & Girls Club Stix
Band, Mt. Pleasant Ministerial
Chores, Community Band, CMA mo-
torcycles and Gus Daniels, Jefferson
Correctional Institute and RR Unit,
Class of  1971, Bethel AME YPD, Re-
stored Glory Christian Center, Hagan
& Bradwell Service, Rickards High
School Band, Elizabeth Missionary
Baptist Church YPD, Buddy’s Home
Furniture, Baby Bargain Boutique,
DS Brooks, CUP, N2 Deep Riders,
Monticello Health & Fitness,
Williams Cleaning Solution, Trophy
Creek, Epise Church, Buffalo Sol-
diers motorcycles, Midways Antique
Cars, Black His-
tory Museum,
and just a more. 

To find out
how you can
participate or
volunteer in Jef-
ferson County,
contact Parrish
at 850-997-3760.

MLK Days Of Celebration In Monticello

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 20, 2014.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Parade participants.

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 20, 2014.
Community Band Members participated in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Parade on Monday morning.

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 20, 2014.
The Dr. Martin  Luther King Jr. Parade gets underway with the Dr.

MLK Jr. Community Center Volunteers and members leading the way.

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, January 20, 2014.
JCMHS JROTC with 1st Sgt. Terry Walker and Chief Kent Watson march-

ing in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Parade and entertaining the crowds

with their talents.



The North
Florida Com-
munity Col-

lege Fitness Center
invites the public to
participate in its 2014
Sentinel Slim Down
challenge. The Sentinel
Slim Down is a 10-week
weight loss contest
open to anyone – NFCC
students, NFCC em-
ployees and community
members. The contest
began with weigh-ins
on Jan. 22 and Jan. 23
and ends April 3.

To enter, contest-
ants pay an entry fee
due at the first weigh
in: $10 Fitness Center
Members; $20 Non-
Members; $5 NFCC Stu-
dents. The overall
winner, the participant
who loses the most
weight during the 10-
week span, will receive
25% of  the entry fees
collected. A portion of
the money raised will
be donated to Relay for
Life.

Those wishing to
join the contest can
stop by anytime be-
tween 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.
and should check in at
the Fitness Center front
desk to enroll and get
started. Contestants
will then weigh-in
every week on either

Wednesday or Thurs-
day at the Fitness Cen-
ter. A $1 penalty will be
assessed for each
pound gained from
week to week. Weekly
prizes will be given to
the contestant with the
highest percentage of
weight lost with the
overall winner taking
25% of  the total entry
fees collected.

Each contestant
will receive a rulebook
with tracking logs and

program rules. For
more information on
the Sentinel Slim Down
contest, contact Tyler
Coody, Coordinator of
Fitness and Wellness at
NFCC, at (850) 973-1639
or email coodyt@
nfcc.edu. You can also
connect with the NFCC
Colin P. Kelly Fitness
Center at www.nfcc.
edu/fitness-and-well-
ness-center or www.
facebook.com/kellycen-
ternfcc.
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Cutting Out Your Advertising 
To Save Money In a Slow 

Economy Is Like Turning Off
Your OPEN Sign 

To Save Electricity!

Now is NO time to cut back on 
advertising! Call Glenda or Wendy 
at 850-997-3568 to assist you in 
developing a marketing plan for 
your business or organization.
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COUNTY
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Now is NO time to cut 

back on Advertising! 

Call Glenda at 850-997-3568

to assist you in developing a

marketing plan for your 

business or organization.

School

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Florida
Farm Bureau
is supporting

a special learning expe-
rience for the students
involved in the Future
Farmers of  America
program at Jefferson
County Middle High
School. 

In December, mem-
bers of  the Jefferson
County Farm Bureau
gathered with School
Board members and
students to offer the
funds and to take a tour
of  the facility.

This grant is
awarded for the 2013-
2014 academic year
under Farm Bureau’s
statewide, competitive
Ag-in-the-Classroom
Program. JCMHS
Teacher Sarah
Burleson earned the
funding by submitting
a successful application

for a project, which in-
volves agricultural
biotechnology.

Farm Bureau Mini-
Grants are offered an-
nually to certified
classroom teachers who
serve young people in
kindergarten through
the twelfth grade. The
grants are intended to
help promote a better
understanding of  con-
temporary agriculture
among students and
teachers. Many success-
ful projects supported
by the program include
innovative, interdisci-
plinary approaches to
social studies, mathe-
matics, language arts,
physical science, and
natural resource man-
agement.

Florida Farm Bu-
reau has awarded mini-
grants totaling nearly
$10,000 to 42 teachers
across the state for the
2013-2014 academic
year.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, December 2013.
Jefferson County Middle High School received a grant from the Florida Farm Bureau for its agricul-

tural and biotechnology program. Pictured from left to right are: JCMHS FFA President Ian Haselden,

Brandon Bradley, Danny Monroe, Allison Heffner, Freddie Pitts, Sarah Burleson, Glenn King, Ernest Ful-

ford, Terrell Davis, Sarah Fulford, Jake Long, Jose Rosas-Calderon, School Board Superintendent Al

Cooksey, Jarkeri Keeley, Javonte Godfrey, Brianna Larry, Marcos Morales, and Danella Potter.

Farm Bureau Grant Funds School Project

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson
County Middle
High School Fu-

ture Farmers of  America
(FFA) Alumni meeting is
scheduled to be held on
Thursday, January 30 at 6
p.m. in classroom C-123. This
is the classroom of  Sarah E.
Burleson, AgriScience Instructor,
FFA Advisor, and Freshman Class

Sponsor. 
The community is en-

couraged to become in-
volved with this up and

community group. They
have some exciting events
planned for this New Year
in Jefferson County.

For more information
about membership or
about upcoming events,

contact Burleson at
sarah.burleson@jeffersonschooldis-
trict.org or call 850-997-3555.

Sentinel Slim Down Contest
Now At NFCC

FFA Alumni Meeting Thursday

North Florida
Community
College is

now offering Zumba ex-
ercise classes and yoga
at the Colin P. Kelly Fit-
ness Center (NFCC
campus, Bldg. 12).

Zumba combines
Latin and International
music with a fun and
effective workout rou-
tine. Classes are ongo-
ing, can be joined at
anytime or day. Erika
Robinson is the instruc-
tor. Classes are offered
throughout the week
on:

• Mondays, 4:30-5:30
p.m.

• Tuesdays, 4:30-5:30
p.m.

• Fridays, 6:30-7:30
a.m. & 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Yoga is a system of
physical postures,
breathing techniques,
and meditation in-
tended to promote men-
tal and physical health.

Amy Frey is the in-
structor. Classes are
held on Wednesdays:

• Wednesdays, 5:30-
6:30 p.m.

Classes are free for
NFCC students. Com-
munity members may
utilize the NFCC Fit-
ness Center and join in
NFCC Zumba classes or
yoga classes through
purchase of  a “punch
pass” from the NFCC
Fitness Center. For
more information, visit
http://www.nfcc.edu/fi
tness-and-wellness-cen-
ter or contact the NFCC
Colin P. Kelly Fitness
Center at (850) 973-1651.

Zumba & Yoga Classes
Available At NFCC
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VIEW OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @
www.directautoexchange.com 352740

850.574.8200

Your Pre-Owned

Certifi ed Dealer
®

Auto • Home
Business • Life

Health • Annuities

Call today for coverage information. 

Insuring
What
Matters
Most

100% CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 
IS OUR GOAL

FOREIGN & DOMESTICFOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Body & Paint Work • Frame Straightening

FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

11615 US Hwy 319 N 
Thomasville, GA

(Past Wal-Mart across the street from 
Stallings Dodge Chrysler Jeep)

229-226-2077

DUNHAM BODY SHOP

Morrow Insurance
Agency

380 S. Jefferson St. Monticello, FL

(850) 997-3912

From Wheelbarrow 
to 18-Wheeler

We’ve got your tires!

SSorensenorensen
TTire ire CCenter,enter,

IInc.nc.

1300 N. 
Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

850-997-4689

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

Size: 2 COLUMN x 6.5Size: 1 COLUMN x 4.5

March ’07
G4: Everyday Savings
Use: Local Newspaper
Instructions: Add phone # and address

GENERAL AUDIENCE

It’s not a special offer, 
just plain

everyday low rates. 
Convenient local office  Money-saving discounts

Low down payments  Monthly payment plans  24-hour ser-
vice and claims  Coverage available by phone

It’s not a special
offer, just plain

everyday low rates. 
 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees  
 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states 
 
 

1700 N. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl
850-778-4000

Road
Trip
Road
Trip

K4 (Bass)
All E

Annabelle Acutt, Cadie Agner,
Beau Beshears, Henry Cooksey, Case
Curry, Bubba Davis, Matthew
Hughes, Kade McLeod, Kendall Per-
due, Bo Rutledge, Lilly Sears,
Brigham Sparkman, Jacob Vickers,
Addison Walker, Maggie Walker, J.R.
Watson.

K-5 (Stephens)
All E

Kanny Andrews, Caine Demott,
Benjamin Faglie, Leighton Faglie,
MadiLynn Hughes, Brandon Key, J.T.
Kinard, Jaret Kinsey, Georgia Lind-
sey, Morgan McNeill, Skyler Pear-
son, Heaven-Leigh Purvis, Natalie
Register, Emma Rogers, London
Smith.

All E/S+
Tanner Baggett

First Grade (Roberts)
All A 

Hayden Ashworth, Ethan Bass,
Nash Beshears, Natalie Clark, Dal-
ton Demott, Kristina Everly, Joshua
Forehand, Emma Green, Logan
Riedle, Raegan Walker.

All A and B
Suzanne Beshears, Bryson Clore,

Lauren Davis, Jacob Flynt, Kyle
Hamrick, Caleb Walker, Jason
Wheeler.

Second Grade (Love)
All A

Tyson Clark, Bradynn Johnson,
Emma Vickers.

All A and B
Ivy Armstrong, Riley Beggs,

Joshua Boland, Harper Davis, Adam
Day, Wyman Demott, Lauchlin
Faglie, Leigha Hunt, Jadyn Kinsey,

Chase Oester, Josh Payne, Madison
Roland, Aisley Smith, Walker Spark-
man, Tyler Stowers, Emilee Walker.

Third Grade (Aman)
All A

Brewster Bass, Daisy Kinard,
Emma Tharpe, Kaitlyn Tharpe, Ali
Townsend.

All A and B
Joleane Alexandrou, Joseph

Boland, Destiny Clore, Aiden Day,
Axel Day, Anna Drawdy, Sammi
Drawdy, Jace Grant, Daniel Harring-
ton, Samuel Kennedy, Haylie
McLeod, Macy Reagan, Riley Rut-
ledge, Caroline Taylor, Paxton
Williams.

Fourth Grade (Whiddon)
All A

Turner Beshears, Kasey
Chmura, Tag Williams.

All A and B
Jacob Green, Oliver Hutsell,

Jenna Lindsey, Addison Shiver,
Megan Vann, Ben Whiddon.

Fifth Grade (Falk) 
All A

Keira Evans, Riley Rowe, Olivia
Walton.

All A and B
Selina Drawdy, James High-

tower, Liam Mediate, Alissa Roland,
Jarrett Roland, Taylor Roland,
MaryRose Schwier, Will Sullivan.

Fifth Grade (Hughey)
All A

Joey Davis, Kolton Grambling.

All A and B
Natalie Andrews, Lindsey Davis,

Dean Forehand, Jared Grant, Riley
Hamrick, Tyler Slaughter, Wyatt

Stafford, Anna Lee Trest, Travis
Wheeler.

Sixth Grade 
All A

Andy Jiang, Dennis Jiang.

All A and B
Nathan Dukes, Ansley English,

Nathan Green, Carl Hall, Brandon
Hannon, Julianna Linsey, Bailey
McLeod, Abby Reams,  Marley Re-
strepo, Austin Wheeler.

Seventh Grade
All A

Emily Brock.

All A and B
Grace Beshears, Emily Fore-

hand, Ian Hutsell, Ryan Jackson,
Chloe Reams, Megan Schofill, Dilyn
Stowers, Taylor Walker.

Eighth Grade
All A

Timothy Finlayson, Camryn Grant.

All A and B
Stewart Dalzell, Summer Dee,

Skylar Dickey, Jacob Dukes, Jessica
Giddens, Elizabeth Hightower, Evan
Hocking, Katie James, Carly Joiner,
Kurt Lane, Ryals Lee, Abigail Mor-
gan, Hannah Searcy, Ria Wheeler,
Mickaela Whiddon.

Ninth Grade
All A

Nick Arceneaux, Traynor
Barker, Dena Bishop, Joshua Greene,
Sarah Hall, Kelly Horne, Jenny Jack-
son, Hannah Lewis, Kirsten Reagan,
Ramsey Sullivan, Kate Whiddon.

All A and B
Cali Burkett, Cassie Davis, Faith

Demott, Darren Ellis, Stephanie

English, Joe Hannon, Brittany
Hughes, Heather James, Summerlyn
Marsh, Gatlin Nennstiel, Alex
Parker, Sarah Riley, Elaina Roland,
Natalie Vasquez.

Tenth Grade
All A

Dorian Alberti, Corey Brandies,
Taylor Copeland, Dalton Gramling,
Abigail Hettinger, Savannah Jenk-
ins, Zackery Peterson, Sarah
Tharpe, Emma Witmer.

All A and B
Christopher Fitch, Sam Hogg,

Taylor McKnight, Taylor Nugent,
Kyle Rogers, T.J. Swords, Gaige Win-
chester.

Eleventh Grade
All A

Shawn, Blue, Timothy Burrus,
Morgan Cline, Ricky Finlayson, Eric
Hutsell, Sarah James.

All A and B
Zach Arceneaux, Cole Barclay,

Austin Bishop, Ty Chancy, Maddie
Everett, Zach Holley, Winston Lee,
Zach Lunn, Kinzi Mattingly, Carson
Nennstiel, Monique Restrepo, Nick
Roberts, Cole Schwab, Savannah
Tyler.

Twelfth Grade
All A

Victoria Brock, Cole Davis, Lau-
ren Demott, Casey Demott, Brandon
Holm, Hunter Horne, Aimee Love,
Ashlyn Mills, Sara Peeler.

All A and B
Devan Courtney, Jacob Dunbar,

Ashley Hebert, Brooke Joiner,
Braden Mattingly, Christiana
Reams, Mallory Register, Whitney
Stevens.

Aucilla Christian Academy Honor Roll
3rd 6 weeks 2013-2014

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson
County High
School Class of

1958 held its 55th Class Re-
union on November 9 at
The Downtown Club in
Monticello. There were 21
classmates in attendance,
with a total of  39 celebrat-
ing and enjoying a great
time of  reminiscing, ex-
changing old tales, taking
pictures, and introducing
their spouses.

Class President Win-
ston Connell was presented
a gift of  love from his fellow
classmates, for his efforts
in organizing the class re-
unions; this year with help
from Butch Edwards, Betty
Oglesby, and Curtie Her-

ring.
A delightful meal was

catered in by Mary Frances
Gramling, of  Cottage
Catering on Mulberry. 

In attendance to this
2013 event were: Curtie
Williams Herring, Mar-
jorie Jacobs Weaver,
Martha Ann Pickles Taylor,
Frances Barrett Hall,
Donna Thomas Smith,
Gwen Wheeler Rountree,
Marie Boatwright Feilmeir,
Betty Poole Oglesby, Judy
Clayton Cooksey, Walter
Butch Edwards, James
Wheeler, Bobby Simpson,
Winston Connell, Edward
Register, Wendell Hall,
Tommy Folsom, Vep Hud-
son, William Connell,
Robert Daughtry, Jimmy
Richter, and Holland
Barnes.

The 1958 Jefferson County High School Class Reunion held on November 9, 2013. Pictured

from left to right seated are: Curtie Williams Herring, Marjorie Jacobs Weaver, Martha Ann Pickles

Taylor, Frances Barrett Hall, Donna Thomas Smith, Gwen Wheeler Rountree, Marie Boatwright

Feilmeir, Betty Poole Oglesby, and Judy Clayton Cooksey. Back row standing are: Walter Butch

Edwards, James Wheeler, Bobby Simpson, Winston Connell, Edward Register, Wendell Hall,

Tommy Folsom, Vep Hudson, William Connell, Robert Daughtry, Jimmy Richter, and Holland

Barnes. 

1958 JCHS Class Reunion Held
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Auctions

BANKRUPTCY AUCTION
5,700 +/- Acres North Port,
Florida February 13 World
Class Hunting Development
Potential 800-504-3010 Na-
tional Auction Group, Inc.
Thomas J. Bone, FL
#AU3422

education

You can become an expert in
HVAC installation and re-
pair. Pinnacle Career Insti-
tute Online HVAC education
in as little as 12 months.  Call
us today: 1-877-651-3961 or
go online: www.HVAC-On-
line-Education.com

help Wanted

$1500 Spring Bonus. Hiring
¾ or One ton Diesel Pickup
Trucks. Special Georgia Ori-
entation scheduled. Apply
today at  HYPERLINK
"http://www.foremosttrans-
port.com" www.foremost-
transport.com or
866-764-1601.

miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS begin
here – Get FAA approved
Aviation Maintenance Tech-
nician training. Housing and
Financial aid for qualified
students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-
3769

real estate/ 

land for sale

3 STATE VIEWS! Nat’l For-
est Access. 1.84 AC -
$24,900 Prime, wooded,
mountaintop acreage with
majestic three state views.
EZ access US National For-
est. Incredible 4 season
recreation. Paved roads, un-
derground power, fiber optic
cable & municipal water.
Perfect for primary/vacation/
retirement home. Excellent
financing. Only one avail-
able, won’t last. Call owner
now 866-952-5303, x120

real estate/ Wanted

A Guaranteed Offer in 48
Hours! We Buy Homes!
www.dbuyshomes.com 800-
741-6876

help Wanted

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for US Xpress! Earn
$700 per week! No experi-
ence needed! Local CDL
Traning. Job ready in 15
days! (888)368-1964

Experienced OTR Flatbed

Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded. $1000 sign on to
Qualified drivers. Home
most weekends. Call: 843-
266-3731 /  HYPERLINK
"http://www.bulldoghiway.c
om" www.bulldoghiway.com
EOE

Heavy Equipment Operator
Training! Bulldozers, Back-
hoes, Excavators. 3 Weeks
Hands On Program. Local
Job Placement Assistance.
National Certifications. GI
Bill Benefits Eligible. 1-866-
362-6497.

Mail Your Classifieds To:
MONTICELLO NEWS & 
Jefferson County Journal

P.O. Box 428  
Monticello, FL 32345

Payment in Advance 
Is Required

20 Words, Two Edition -

$12.00

DEADLINE FOR
WEDNESDAY PAPER

3:00 P.M. 
ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY
PAPER 3:00 P.M. 

ON WEDNESDAYS

For Sale
WAsher And dryer For

sAle! Kenmore series 70
washer, top load. Series 80
dryer, front load (door opens
from top down). White in color
and both are in perfect working
order. $400 firm. Call 229-460-
5296 (Valdosta).      10/30,rtn,nc

Free
FireWood -  You cut- you
haul.  Call Fran at  997-0785
(evenings & weekends),

10/25,tfn,c

Ad builder/grAphic

Artist needed for the
Madison County Carrier and the
Madison Enterprise-Recorder, in
Madison. Must be a team player
and able to handle multiple
tasks. Experience with Adobe
Photoshop a must, experience
with Quark Express a plus.
Apply in person only at Greene
Publishing, located at 1695
South SR 53, in Madison.   

11/20,tfn

MR.  STUMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

For Rent

cleAning Residential, Com-
mercial, Rentals. Reasonable
rates. Call 997-3568 and ask for
Carl.                          12/4/13 tfn

For sAle: Set of four (4)
“Weld” (Mountain Crusher) bil-
let aluminum Wheels, 8 lug with
bolt on center caps. Fits Dodge
or Chevy. $400 OBO. Call 229-
460-5296                    12/13,tfn

1 & 2 bedroom ApArt-

ments AvAilAble. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

Help Wanted

country cottAge.

cute, cozy & conven-

ient to toWn.  Small 2 BR,
1BA. Horse option.  Coming
Feb. 1.  www.MonticelloRe-
alEstate.com  or 631-0577   

12/25,tfn,c

lp gAs driver Require-
ment CDL license with tanker
and hazment endorsement. Ex-
perience is a plus. Apply in per-
son with resume. 208 West
Screven St. Quitman, GA.
31643.                     1/8 - 1/29, c

Found

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR 

MONDAY 1/20/2014 THROUGH 1/27/2014

a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

ADVERTISING NETWORK
OF FLORIDA

At your service - IM-
MACULATE COMMERCIAL
CLEANING & SUPPLY  is
looking for Janitorial Techni-
cians to work in Jefferson
county.  Please call 850-869-
7248  for more information.
1/10-22,c

2 bedroom/ 1 bAth

house, $625./mo. plus utili-
ties and Sec. Deposit. Section 8
accepted.  Call 850-242-1066 or
leave message.        1/17,22,pd

Found. Siamese looking cat,
about half grown. Found on S.
Water St., near Burger King.
Call 933-9726.                1/17,22

bAsebAll glove  found
on Hwy. 19 North.  Call  850-
545-3926 to identify.  1/22,24,nc

Full time Journey-
mAn linemAn Tri-County
Electric Cooperative, Inc. has an
opening for a full-time Journey-
man Lineman in our Perry Dis-
trict. The candidate is required
to have a minimum of nine years
experience in power line con-
struction and maintenance and
must be able to work on ener-
gized power lines, unsupervised.
The candidate must also have a
Class A, Commercial Drivers
License.  The Cooperative offers
competitive salary and benefits.
Tri-County is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer (EOE) and Drug
Free Work Place (DFWP).
Please send resume and com-
pleted Tri-County Employment
Application Form, which is
available at any TCEC office or
online at www.tcec.com, before
January 29, 2014 to:  Stephanie
Carroll, Tri-County Electric Co-
operative, Inc.  2862 West US
90 Madison, FL 32340  

1/15-24,c

coord. For Xcel-it

progrAm/ Maintenance
Equipment Specialist(Me-
chanic)/ RN Clinincal Instructor.
See www.nfcc.edu.

1/15-24/2014

AdministrAtive secre-

tAry The Jefferson County
Extension Service is accepting
applications for Administrative
Secretary. The position requires
secretarial and clerical skills and
a strong desire to courteously
serve youth, farmers and house-
holds of the county. Applicant
must possess strong skills in all
Microsoft software and Quick-
Books 2013. A high school
diploma and experience as sec-
retary or in office management
are required. Applicant must
have excellent communications
skills in spoken and written Eng-
lish.  Submit resume and county
application to the County Exten-
sion Office by January 29, 2014.  

1/15-24,c

PAPER 
BUNDLES
$2 EACH

MONTICELLO 
NEWS

180 W. Washington St.
850-997-3568

Help Wanted

Under New
Management

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Wed. or Fri.

between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Free 

Free to good home:

male dog, neutered with all
shots updated, 30 pounds,
friendly with lots of energy. Call
850-694-8668 or 850-694-3164.
His name is Pepper.  

1/24, 29, 31/14

Arby’s

We currently hAve

opportunities for a Assis-
tant Manager, Shift Leaders and
Crew positions in Monticello,
Florida.  Arby’s restaurant expe-
rience is strongly preferred.
Qualified candidates must have
excellent customer service and
employee relations skills.  The
successful candidate will be ca-
pable of operating in a fast paced
environment.  Must have a flex-
ible schedule, be self motivated,
able to train, motivate and pre-
pare employees for greater re-
sponsibilities and have effective
communication skills.
Benefits include: 

• Competitive pay 
• Performance-based 
pay increases 
• Paid vacations, holidays

Apply on line at:
fasttrackstores.com
Click on Career Tab 

Apply for 
Store 430 Lamont, FL

1/24,29/2014
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Legals

1/10, 17, 24, 31/2014

RESOLUTION 2013-22 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

CITY OF MONTICELLO NUISANCE ABATEMENT

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO SHOW CAUSE:

A condition exists on certain property as set forth below, which is in viola-

tion of Chapter 38, Monticello City Code and constitutes a threat to the pub-

lic health, safety, and general welfare.

Address:  490 MLK Boulevard, Monticello, Florida 32344

Legal Description:

PT LOT 10 DILWORTHS ADD ORB 463 P 538

Parcel I.D. #:  00-00-00-0250-0000-0101

Pursuant to a search of the Jefferson County property appraiser’s records

the property appears to be owned by:

Sonja De La Cruz, P O Box 6444, Tallahassee, FL 32314-6444

The conditions at issue violate Monticello City Code Section(s) 38-35(1),

38-35(3), 38-35(4), 38-35(6), and are more fully described as debris, trash,

weeds and underbrush, all of which are a hazard for children and the com-

munity.

A hearing is set for the 4th  day of February, 2014, at 7:00 P.M. in the Cham-

bers of the Monticello City Council, located at City Hall, 245 South Mul-

berry Street, Monticello, Florida, 32344.  A failure to respond or appear at

the hearing shall be deemed an admission of the existence of a public nui-

sance and may result in the abatement of the nuisance by the City.  Further

information concerning the hearing may be obtained by calling the City

Manager of the City of Monticello at 850-342-0293.

At said hearing, the property owner and mortgagee, if any, may present all

evidence and argument to show cause why the structures and conditions on

the property should not be declared a public nuisance and why the removal

or abatement of the public nuisance should not be required.  If good and

sufficient cause cannot be shown, the City Council may declare the condi-

tions on the property to be a public nuisance and shall require the removal

or abatement of the public nuisance by the property owner within a time

certain.  If the property owner fails to abate the nuisance, the City may do

so with City forces or by independent contractor and levy the cost of the

abatement against the property as a special assessment.  Such special as-

sessment lien shall be coequal with the liens of all state, county, district, and

municipal taxes and superior in dignity to mortgages and all other liens re-

gardless of the date of recording.  A failure to pay said lien may result in a

loss of title to your property.                                        1/10, 17, 24, 31/2014

RESOLUTION 2013-22 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

CITY OF MONTICELLO NUISANCE ABATEMENT

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO SHOW CAUSE:

A condition exists on certain property as set forth below, which is in viola-

tion of Chapter 38, Monticello City Code and constitutes a threat to the pub-

lic health, safety, and general welfare.

Address:  Corner of Wirick and Madison Streets, Monticello, Florida

32344

Legal Description:

PT LOT 4 BLK 11 WIRICKS ADD PROBATE NO DB PP P 295

Parcel I.D. #:  00-00-00-0470-0011-0040

Pursuant to a search of the Jefferson County property appraiser’s records

the property appears to be owned by:

Sallie Parrish HRS Sallie Parrish, HRS c/o Roosevelt Harley

P O Box 226 321 Catspaw Court

Monticello, FL 32345-0226 Antioch, TN 37013-4889

The conditions at issue violate Monticello City Code Section(s) 38-35(1),

38-35(2), 38-35(3), 38-35(4), 38-35(6), 38-35(13) and 38-35(14) and are

more fully described as debris, trash, weeds and underbrush, all of which

are a hazard for children and the community.

A hearing is set for the 4th day of February, 2014, at 7:00 P.M. in the Cham-

bers of the Monticello City Council, located at City Hall, 245 South Mul-

berry Street, Monticello, Florida, 32344.  A failure to respond or appear at

the hearing shall be deemed an admission of the existence of a public nui-

sance and may result in the abatement of the nuisance by the City.  Further

information concerning the hearing may be obtained by calling the City

Manager of the City of Monticello at 850-342-0293.

At said hearing, the property owner and mortgagee, if any, may present all

evidence and argument to show cause why the structures and conditions on

the property should not be declared a public nuisance and why the removal

or abatement of the public nuisance should not be required.  If good and

sufficient cause cannot be shown, the City Council may declare the condi-

tions on the property to be a public nuisance and shall require the removal

or abatement of the public nuisance by the property owner within a time

certain.  If the property owner fails to abate the nuisance, the City may do

so with City forces or by independent contractor and levy the cost of the

abatement against the property as a special assessment.  Such special as-

sessment lien shall be coequal with the liens of all state, county, district,

and municipal taxes and superior in dignity to mortgages and all other liens

regardless of the date of recording.  A failure to pay said lien may result in

a loss of title to your property.   1/10, 17, 24, 31/2014

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

CASE NO:  2014-CP- 003

IN RE: The Estate of

JACK RUSSELL CLEMENTSON

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Jack Russell Clementson, deceased,

whose date of death was December 28, 2013, is pending in the Circuit Court

for Jefferson County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 1

Courthouse Circle, Monticello, FL 32344. The names and addresses of the

personal representative and the personal representative's attorney are set

forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent's estate on whom a copy of this notice is required

to be served must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER

OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION

OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE

OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims

or demands against decedent's estate must file their claims with this court

WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET

FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE

WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH

ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE

DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is January 17, 2014. 

Attorney for Personal Representative: Personal Representative:

/s/ J. Eugene Kelley, Jr.     /s/ Sharron K. Cosby      

J. Eugene Kelley, Jr. Sharron K. Cosby

Post Office Box 615 5631 Van Dyke Road

Tallahassee, FL 32302 Lutz, FL 33558

(850) 224-2054

Fla. Bar No. 0119300               

genekelley@embarqmail.com                                                  1/17,24/2014

THE
MONTICELLO

NEWS
The official

Legal organ for
Monticello and

Jefferson County

Deadline
for Legal Ads

is Monday at 3
p.m. for the
Wednesday
paper, and

Wednesday at
3 p.m. for the
Friday paper.

Email to: 
monticellonews@
embarqmail.com

Fax to:
850-997-3774

Call us:
850-997-3568

Economic de-
ve l o pmen t
and small

business development
are vital concerns for
the future of  rural com-
munities. The need for
new businesses and the
support of  existing
businesses is a com-
mon concern in rural
areas along with creat-
ing new jobs and
higher paying jobs. Di-
versifying local
economies is also im-
portant in fast chang-
ing times, including
jobs and businesses
that will be here in
years to come.

As part of  a project
to find solutions for
current and future
needs Jefferson County
and the Jefferson Eco-
nomic Development
Council (JCEDC) are
hosting a Webinar se-
ries featuring leading
experts on related top-
ics.

The live series
kicks off  on Tuesday,
January 28, 2:00 – 3:45
PM. The first session
will include the head of
the state’s economic de-
velopment agencies,
Enterprise Florida and
the Florida Depart-
ment of  Commerce
(Secretary Gray
Swoope), a leading ex-
pert in rural issues and
strategies and author
of  the Florida Rural
Economic Development
Study (Del Boyette) and
a local and regional ex-
pert in economic devel-
opment action (Alex
McCoy, Chair of  the

North Florida Eco-
nomic Development
Partnership and Put-
nam County Chamber
of  Commerce VP).

There is no-charge
to attend the events and
participation online is
easy. All you need is a
computer or mobile de-
vice and Internet con-
nection. You can also
listen in by phone if
preferred. And partici-
pants will be able to ask
questions of  the speak-
ers. 

The series runs
through March. Other
events in the series will
be on the themes of
Economic Diversifica-
tion, Small Business
Development and Fu-
ture Trends relevant to
rural communities. 

The Diversification
session is set for Febru-
ary 13 and includes a
leading economic de-
veloper, a state tourism
expert and the CEO for
a farm that has drawn
statewide attention for
its innovative ap-
proaches.

Funding support
for the series has been
provided by the Florida
Department of  Eco-
nomic Opportunity. 

To register and at-
tend at no-charge go to
http://ouractionplan.o
rg/webinars/. The se-
ries is part of  the Vi-
sion ACTION project
also sponsored by Jef-
ferson County. Further
information on the
overall project is avail-
able through the same
Website.

Jefferson County To
Host Florida 

Economic & Business
Development Leaders 
Online Events Series Kickoff

January 28, 2014

DEBBIE SNAPP
EBC Publishing
Staff  Writer

Wilderness
Coast Li-
b r a r i a n

Carly Peary will be in-
structor for the upcom-
ing class ‘Microsoft
Excel Level 1’ on Tues-
day, January 28, at the
RJ Bailar Public Li-
brary, from 9 to 11 a.m.�� 

Participants will
learn introductory
spreadsheet concepts
and terminology; how
to create a basic spread-
sheet; and how to apply
basic formulas. Partici-
pants will also use vari-
ous formatting tools to
enhance the look and
feel of  the spreadsheet.
The class will use Mi-
crosoft Excel 2007 in the
lab, but all participat-
ing are free to bring

questions and your own
spreadsheet files re-
gardless of  version, for
assistance. � �

A prerequisite for
this class is that partic-
ipants should have a
solid understanding of
computer basics, like:
how to navigate the
computer desktop, ma-
nipulating windows
menus using a basic
mouse, and keyboard
techniques.

There is no charge
for this class but ad-
vance registration is
necessary. Contact Li-
brary Director Kitty
Brooks at 850-342-0205
or kbrooks@jefferson-
countyfl.gov for more
information and to reg-
ister. The library is lo-
cated at 375 South
Water Street in Monti-
cello.

Computer Class Tuesday
At Library

NOTICE OF MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY MEETING

The Monticello City Council will conduct its next regular monthly meeting

on Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting will take place at

City Hall, 245 S. Mulberry Street, Monticello.   Persons with disabilities

who need an accommodation to participate in the meeting should contact

City Clerk Emily Anderson at 342-0292 or at eanderson@mymonticello.net.

1/24/14  



The Florida
Fish and
Wildlife Con-

servation Commission
(FWC) and several part-
ners returned approxi-
mately 50 sea turtles to
the wild today in the
Gulf  of  Mexico off
Cape San Blas after the
animals were rescued
from last week’s cold
water temperatures.

“It is very satisfy-
ing to be able to release
these turtles following
the exhaustive effort
put in by rescuers last
week,” said Dr. Allen
Foley, FWC sea turtle
biologist. “Our staff,
partners and volun-
teers spent many hours
braving cold conditions
to search for and rescue
these cold-stunned tur-
tles.”

The sea turtles
were rescued between
Jan. 7 and Jan. 9, when

water temperatures
dipped below 50 de-
grees, causing cold-
stunning. Cold-stunned
turtles may float list-
lessly in the water or
wash ashore, largely
unable to move. In this
state, they are suscepti-
ble to further effects
from the weather, and
to attacks by gulls that
often involve eye in-
juries. Many of  these
turtles would die with-
out human interven-
tion.

Most of  the turtles
were found in St.
Joseph Bay, while oth-
ers were rescued near
Crooked Island and in
Big Lagoon in Escam-
bia County. The af-
fected sea turtles were
mainly green turtles,
but a few were Kemp’s
ridleys. Both species
are endangered. The
rescued turtles were all

taken to Gulf  World
Marine Park in
Panama City to allow
them to recover from
exposure to the unusu-
ally low water tempera-
tures.

A water-tempera-
ture-monitoring buoy
in St. Joseph Bay al-
lows biologists to pre-
dict when sea turtle
cold-stunning may
occur. Thanks to this,
responders were ready
with a plan of  action
for this event. There is
no forecast of  cold-
stunning conditions re-
turning to the area in
the near future.

The turtles were
tagged before their re-
lease to allow re-
searchers to
individually identify
them if  any are encoun-
tered again in the fu-
ture. Biologists chose to
release the turtles into

the Gulf  at Cape Palms
Park on Cape San Blas
because the water is
warmer and turtles re-
leased in the area in the
past have returned to
St. Joseph Bay, which is
a known feeding area.
The public is asked to
report any stranded, in-

jured or dead sea tur-
tles to the FWC’s
Wildlife Alert Hotline
at 888-404-FWCC (3922)
or #FWC or *FWC on a
cell phone. Florida res-
idents can help support
sea turtle research and
response efforts by pur-
chasing a sea turtle li-

cense plate at
BuyaPlate.com or
through their local tax
collector.

For more informa-
tion about Florida’s sea
turtles, visit
MyFWC.com/Research
or MyFWC.com/Sea-
Turtle.

Through research, conser-
vation and habitat man-
agement, the FWC is

working hard to maintain sufficient
nesting sites for our
endangered marine
turtles. Funds col-
lected support these
efforts as well as a
Sea Turtle Grants
Program, which sup-
ports on-going work around the
state.

We need your help to protect and
preserve Florida's natural state. Buy
this plate now--or renew your exist-

ing plate--at any Florida Tax Collec-
tor's office.

Thank you from all of  us—the
turtles, the Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) and
the Wildlife Founda-
tion of  Florida.
Visit your local Tax
Collector to purchase
or renew

The Buy APlate Program is man-
aged by the Wildlife Foundation of
Florida. To learn more about us and
how you can help, visit our website:
www.wildlifeflorida.org.

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Besides a few
losses, local
farms have

managed to dodge the
brunt of  the receding
polar vortex.

Thanks to a mix
of  modern technology
and old practices,
crops and animals
have been largely un-
touched in Jefferson
County. The vortex
brought temperatures
down to the teens not
counting wind chill
and humidity.

But while
teenagers were brac-
ing for pictures of
dashboard thermome-
ters on facebook
(many of  which com-
plained “ICE” in capi-
tal letters instead of
offering up degrees
Fahrenheit), local
farmers were harvest-
ing winter crops early,
practicing old-style
crop protection, and
enjoying the benefits
of  modern farming.

Margie Cole,
Owner of  Holly Hill
Farm, was grateful
that the cold came so

late in the season.
This allowed her to
simply pick her citrus
fruits early— oranges
and Satsumas being
most common to the
area. Likewise, she
said, “I pulled up all
of  my broccoli early.”

The greens were
fine, a report that an-
other local farmer,
Roger Hughs of  An-
chor Oaks Farm re-
ported. He said, “They
took a little frost dam-
age, but you just take
the brown part off
and the rest of  the
greens are sweeter for

the cold.”
Cole covered her

cabbages with blan-
kets and sheets to pro-
tect them from the
frost, but most of  her
seedlings were cov-
ered by the green-
house. Cole invested
in a heated green-
house, which she has
kept between 50 and
55 degrees all winter.

She laughed, “The
polar vortex hasn’t hit
the plants that hard,
but I’ll hate to see that
heating bill!”

In addition to the
greenhouse, Cole has
employed the use of
heated mats that keep
soil temperatures
warm without keep-
ing the entire green-
house super-heated.

At Aunt Louise’s
Farm and many
farms that are more
focused on livestock,
the effects were
harder felt. One goat
died in childbirth,
and despite the best
efforts of  the Jones
family (including al-
lowing the two goat
kids to live in a laun-
dry basket-bed in the
living room) the twins
born to her did not
survive. “The cold is
especially hard for
pregnant moms and
babies,” Louise Jones,
Owner of  Aunt
Louise’s Farm, said.

However tragic,
the cold could have hit
many Jefferson
County farmers much
harder than it did.
“God takes care of
us,” Hughs summed it
up to.
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Farm & Outdoors

The Week of  January 17, 2013 through January 24, 2013
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
January 25

1:19AM 
*6:21AM
12:21PM
*6:49PM

Sunday, 
January 26

2:20AM
*7:17AM
1:13PM
*7:47PM

Tuesday, 
January 28

4:22AM
*9:18AM
3:16PM
*9:49PM

Wednesday,
January 29

5:19AM
*10:20AM

4:23PM

Thursday,
January 30

6:12AM
*10:50PM
5:33PM

*11:20AM

Friday,
January 31

7:00AM
*11:49PM
6:42PM

*12:18PM

Friday,
January 24
12:19AM
*5:29AM
11:35AM
*5:54PM

Monday, 
January 27

3:22AM
*8:17AM
2:11PM
*8:47PM

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

FWC, Partners Release Dozens Of  Sea Turtles
Rescued From Cold In Northwest Florida Waters

The Suwannee
River Water
Management

District (District) is
currently working
with electric compa-
nies throughout its 15-
county region to
provide electrical con-
sumption data that will
be used to determine
agricultural water use.

The District re-
quires monitoring and
reporting of  ground-
water and surface
water withdrawals for
new, renewed, and
modified permits. The
requirement applies to
permitted withdrawals
from wells with an in-
side diameter of  8
inches or greater and
to surface water
pumps with an outside
diameter of  6 inches or
greater.

The District is pur-
suing an innovative,
cost-efficient means to
obtain accurate water
use data from agricul-
tural producers. Agri-
culture is the largest
permitted water use in
the District. The water
use data is critical to
plan for future water
supplies and manage
water resources.

Agricultural pro-
ducers electing to par-
ticipate in this
program will author-
ize the participating
electric utility to pro-
vide electrical con-
sumption meter data
for each water pump.
The District will then
be able to accurately
determine the water
use.

Central Florida
Electric Cooperative,
Inc., and another coop-

erative have signed
agreements with the
District to allow for the
transmittal of  electri-
cal data, following cus-
tomer authorization to
release the data. These
partnerships provide
essential data that will
enable the District to
assess water use with-
out additional costs to
our agricultural pro-
ducers and save our
taxpayers money.

The District is
presently working
with other electric
companies to obtain
this vital information
in a cost-efficient man-
ner. Once the other
companies partner
with the District to
share the electrical
data, agricultural pro-
ducers in those service
areas will be able to
participate in the mon-
itoring requirements
while avoiding addi-
tional costs to provide
the data through other
methods.

“We are happy to
provide electrical con-
sumption data to the
District to enhance its
water use monitoring
program,” said Central
Florida Electric Coop-
erative, Inc., Chief  Fi-
nancial Officer Eddie
Thomas.

“We appreciate the
leadership of  Central
Florida Electric Coop-
erative, Inc., in part-
nering with the
District to provide us
this information,
which is the most cost-
effective method to col-
lect accurate water use
data,” said District Ex-
ecutive Director Ann
Shortelle.

SRWMD Partners With Electrical
Companies For Monitoring Program

Farm Technology And Technique
Mitigate Polar Vortex

Helping Sea Turtles Survive
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