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a s h i n g t o n
Monthly ranked
North Florida

Community College
(NFCC) second among na-
tional community colleges
in its ninth annual college
rankings survey. Four
other Florida College Sys-
tem (FCS) institutions
made the list: Chipola Col-
lege, Miami Dade College,
Valencia College and
South Florida State Col-
lege.

“North Florida Com-
munity College is honored
to be among the top com-
munity colleges in the na-
tion,” said NFCC
President John Grosskopf.

“Our strong commit-
ment to educating stu-
dents from all walks of
life is reflected in these
rankings. I could not be
more proud of  our college
and its dedicated faculty
and staff."

“This honor recog-
nizes the Florida College
System’s commitment to
both access and high-qual-
ity education,” said FCS
Chancellor Randy Hanna.

“I commend our col-
leges for their ongoing ef-
forts to serve the needs of
our state.”

Using data from the

Community College Sur-
vey of  Student Engage-
ment and U.S. Department
of  Education, Washington
Monthly rates community
colleges in a number of
areas, including collabora-
tive learning, student ef-
fort, academic rigor,
student-faculty interac-
tion and support for learn-
ing. Retention, graduation
and completion rates are
also factored into the
rankings.

According to Wash-
ington Monthly’s editors,

“We designed the Wash-
ington Monthly college
rankings to embody the
American higher educa-
tion compact at the insti-
tutional level. Instead of
lauding colleges for clos-
ing their doors to all but
an elite few, we give high
marks to institutions that
enroll low-income stu-
dents, help them graduate
and don’t charge them an
arm and a leg to attend.”

“These rankings are
especially important be-
cause they highlight the

system’s mission of  pro-
viding access to low-cost,
high-quality education
and job training,” said
Chancellor Hanna. “I am
extremely proud of  all of
our colleges for helping
prepare Floridians for
high-skill, high-wage
jobs.”

For more informa-
tion, view Washington
Monthly’s rankings.

For more information
about the Florida Depart-
ment of  Education, vis-
itwww.fldoe.org.

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

onducting busi-
ness in a colle-
gial, professional

and well-ordered manner,
the Jefferson County
School Board on Monday
evening, Aug. 26, pre-
sented an overwhelming
case for its denial of  a
charter school application
submitted by a South
Florida organization. 

The School Board
voted unanimously to
deny the application, fol-
lowing an hour-and-a-half
meeting wherein it
quickly became clear that
school officials here had
done their homework and
representatives of  the
Inlet Grove Community
High School were more or
less caught flatfooted. 

So much so that at
one point, Tallahassee At-
torney John Rudolph, rep-
resenting the Inlet Grove
group, asked for a brief  re-
cess to go outside and “re-
group”, as one School
Board member later de-
scribed it. 

Or as another School
Board member colloqui-
ally put it, the School
Board had its “ducks in a
row”, with School Board
Member Larry Halsey the
lead aligner. In a lengthy
presentation for which he
twice apologized, Halsey
pointed out repeated in-
consistencies and contra-
dictions in the 200-plus
page application, citing
specific passages — or
chapter and verse as he
called it — to underscore
his points.   

Before Halsey, a citi-

zens’ committee specially
appointed by Superin-
tendent Al Cooksey to re-
view and assess the Inlet
Grove application pre-
sented a 20-page report of
its findings. 

T h e
committee
assessed the
application
in 19 areas,
i n c lud ing
target popu-
lation and
s t u d e n t
body, educa-
tional pro-
g r a m
design, cur-
r i c u l u m
plan, school climate and
discipline, organizational
plan, and management. 

The committee rated
each area as meeting the
standard, partially meet-

ing the standard, or not
meeting the standard,
based on the stated objec-
tive of  each area, the
statutory requirements
and the applicable evalua-
tion criteria. 

M a z i e
Rojas, act-
ing as the
spokesper-
son for the
committee,
named each
of  the 19
areas in her
presen ta -
tion and
gave the
c o m m i t -
tee’s evalu-

ation on each and the
reasons for the commit-
tee’s rating. Of  the 19
areas, the committee
found three that met the
standard, six that par-

tially met the standard,
nine that did not meet the
standard, and one that
was inapplicable. 

Part of  the commit-
tee’s report included brief
comments from Chief  Fi-
nancial Officer Robert
Lloyd, who cited various
deficiencies in the charter
school’s proposed budget
and financial report, in-
cluding in his estimation,
both unrealistic cost fig-
ures and funding projec-
tions. 

The committee’s rec-
ommendation was for de-
nial of  the application. 

Halsey took over next,
pointing out numerous in-
consistencies and contra-
dictions in the application
and asking for clarifica-
tion on each, to which
questions the charter
school representatives ei-

ther had no responses or
their responses failed to
satisfy Halsey’s expressed
concern. 

Halsey’s questioning
pointed to internal contra-
dictions and inconsisten-
cies in the voluminous
application in terms of
the projected student pop-
ulation the school planned
to serve, the grade levels it
planned to offer, the pro-
jected funding it expected
to receive, the staffing
slots and staffing-to-stu-
dent ratio, and the serv-
ices that the charter
school expected to con-
tract with the Jefferson
County School District,
among other alleged dis-
crepancies. 

Rudolph, the charter
school’s attorney, could
Please See
APPLICATION Page 3

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

he Jefferson County Commission last week
approved the selection of  the consultant who
will develop an action plan to implement some

of  the goals identified in the FSU visioning study.  
The commission based its decision on the recom-

mendation of  the selection committee assigned the
task of  vetting the applicants. As it turned out, only
one company responded to the county’s Request for
Proposal. 

That company is the Lloyd-based CPI Consulting,
also known as Creative Pursuits, Inc., which describes
itself  as multidisciplinary consulting firm doing busi-
ness since 1984. The company’s founder and president
is Marcia Elder, the consultant on the original Monti-
cello visioning initiative that served as the basis of  the
more recent FSU study.

The commission is expected to take up the con-
tract with CPI Consulting at its meeting on Tuesday
morning, Sept. 2.

According to Economic Development Director
Julie Conley, who both secured the $35,000 state grant
for formulation of  the action plan and was part of  the
selection committee, the consultant’s task will be to
take certain of  the conceptual goals identified in the
visioning initiative and provide a doable plan for the
implementation of  the goals. The consultant, in other
words, will provide a series of  concrete and doable
steps, along with identifying potential funding
sources, setting timeframes for completion of  the
steps, and describing the expected economic impact of
each accomplished goal.  

The focus of  the action plan will be in the areas of
agriculture and ecotourism, with an add-on study to
determine the feasibility of  pursuing a natural gas tap
at the industrial park.

The funding for the project is coming from the
Florida Department of  Economic Development.

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

decision is expected soon on a
$200,000 federal grant that this
community is seeking to help

offset the construction cost of  a build-
ing at the industrial park to bring a new
business here. 

Economic Development Director
Julie Conley said on Wednesday, Aug.
28, that a decision on the sought grant
from the USDA Rural Development
could come as soon as this or next week.
Once that decision was known, the
county could proceed with bidding out
the building for construction, she said.

The reason a decision on the grant
was taking longer than usual was be-
cause the county was competing for the
money at the national level, Conley
said. And the reason the county was
holding up on the bidding until the de-
cision on the grant was known was be-

cause, if  successful in getting the fund-
ing, the county would have to abide by
federal rules when bidding out the proj-
ect, she said. 

The commission has committed to
expending $800,000 to construct a ware-
house/office building at the industrial
park for American Hunter Inc., a Talla-
hassee-based company that has been
trying to relocate here going on three
years.

The commission’s commitment is
part of  a  $1.6 million investment that it
has made at the industrial park in
terms of  making the facility more mar-
ketable and enticing to businesses.
Among the expenditures are the prepa-
ration of  a stormwater master plan and
feasibility study and construction of  a
retention pond.   

American Hunter sells sporting
goods via the Internet.

The plan ultimately is for American
Hunter to purchase the building. 

or the second
time in as many
years, State Rep-

resentative Michelle Re-
hwinkel-Vasilinda has
filed legislation calling for
the labeling of  genetically
engineered (GE) foods.

House Bill (HB) 1, if
approved, would require
that by July 1, 2014, any
food offered for retail sale
in Florida must disclosed
via its labeling if  it is par-
tially or entirely produced
with genetic engineering. 
The label would have to
appear either on the pack-
age offered for retail sale,
or, in the case of  food that
is not separately pack-
aged or labeled, on the re-
tail store shelf  or bin. The
bill is intended to require
retail labeling only; it
would exempt products
such as food served in
restaurants and alcoholic
beverages 

Rehwinkel-Vasilinda
notes that the United
States currently has no
state or federal measures
requiring that GE foods
be labeled. By contrast, 61
countries — including key

U.S. trading partners —
already have laws man-
dating disclosure of  GE
foods on product labels.

“HB-1 would establish
a consistent and enforce-
able standard for labeling
all foods produced using
genetic engineering, and
thus provide Florida’s
consumers with knowl-
edge of  how their food is
produced,” Rehwinkel-
Vasilinda said on the fil-
ing of  the bill. “I received
over 1,500 petition cards
from Floridians who
asked that they be af-
forded the opportunity to

be fully informed about
whether the food they and
their families purchase
and eat is produced with
genetic engineering so
that they can choose for
themselves whether to
purchase and eat such
foods.”

Identifying GE foods
would also help protect
the state’s agricultural
economy, she said. 

“This is an issue
where we can all find com-
mon ground regardless of
party, ideology, income, or
culture,” Rehwinkel-
Vasilinda said.

The Monticello News and Jefferson Journal office will be closed on Mon-
day, Sept. 2, in observance of  Labor Day. The office will resume normal operat-
ing hours on Tuesday, Sept. 3.
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JED DILLARD
Jefferson County Extension
Agent

arvest time is
coming for
Florida pecan

growers. Demand is up, ir-
rigation needs are down
and fungus pressure has
been a serious problem
over the entire Southeast.

Producers will meet in
Monticello on Thursday,
September 5 for the annual
field day and Pecan Grow-
ers’ Association meeting.

Registration begins at the
Jefferson County Extension
Office, located at 2729 West
Washington at 8:30 a.m.

The morning’s topics
will provide updates on
water policy, disease and in-
sect management, direct
marketing, and tree spac-
ing. If  the presentations
don’t answer your ques-
tions, you’ll have time to
visit with the speakers and
other leaders of  the pecan
industry in the Southeast. 

Following lunch, there
will be a tour of  the pecan
tree growing facilities at
Simpson Nurseries, a long-
time leader in the Florida
pecan business. 

Pesticide applicator
credits have been approved
for Ag row crop, Ag tree
crop, private applicator and
research, and demonstra-
tion categories. 

Lunch will be pro-
vided, but register with the
Jefferson County Extension
by calling 850-342-0187 by
Tuesday to reserve your
meal. If  you need addi-
tional information, contact
Jed Dillard at  dillardjed@
ufl.edu.

KITTY BROOKS 
Director, Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library

he library is
once again invit-
ing interested

families to call and regis-
ter for the second of  three
free Prime Time Story-
Times. Prime Time is a
six-week 90-minute event
that revolves around food,

fellowship, and family cen-
tered stories. The upcom-
ing one will start on
Monday, September 16 at 6
p.m. and will finish six
weeks later on Monday,
October 21. 

Prime Time origi-
nated in Louisiana
through a grant from the
National Endowment for
the Humanities. Critical
thinking skills are empha-
sized as the core of  the
StoryTime. Twenty years
later the acclaimed and
award winning program
has statistical evidence
showing that students who
complete this humanities
based program score
higher in standardized
tests in not only reading
but also math and science. 

Prime Time’s in-
tended audience is fami-
lies with children who are

struggling readers be-
tween the ages of  six
through 10. Dinner is
served followed shortly by
the main event… then the
fun begins! Local story-
teller Sallie Worley and art
educator and artist Penny
Hackett bring to life two
award winning classic sto-
ries; all families are then
encouraged to discuss
those stories.

Last but not least, free
childcare is available for
siblings under six and
doorprizes are given at
every program. For more
information or to register
call or visit the library at
375 South Water Street, or
850-342-0205. Any library
staff  member will be
happy to answer your
questions or sign you
up. Hope to see you at the
library!

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he July 4 “make-
up” program is
slated for Satur-

day, with activities to begin
at approximately 5 p.m. at
Death Valley.

The program was
slated for the Labor Day
weekend after being rained
out on July 4. The fire-
works would have been ren-
dered useless if  not used
soon.

The concession stands
will open at 5 p.m.

The Veterans of  For-
eighn Wars Post 251 will
have a barbecue ribs and
chicken stand. They will
also be selling sodas and
water.

The American Legion
Post 49 will be selling ham-
burgers, hotdogs, French
fries, and to drink, punch
or tea.

American Legion
member Buddy Westbrook
advised that Johnston’s
would also have their mo-
bile unit on site. 

There will be two
stages set up for entertain-
ment. Musical entertain-

ment is scheduled from 6-8
p.m., at the stage on the
southeast end of  the field,
near the end zone. Various
groups will be singing,
gospel, country and west-
ern, and many different
kinds of  toe-tapping good
music.

John Nelson will be
over stage #1 and introduce
dignitaries, and give patri-
otic overviews from 8-8:30
p.m.; and Travis Hussey
will be over stage #2.

Nelson added that
Florida Governor Rick
Scott would also be invited
to attend the event, which
coordinators are estimat-
ing that approximately
1,000 spectators will be
present. 

If  someone would like
to sign up to entertain dur-
ing the event, they can con-
tact Nelson at 241-2745.

Bob Morris will serve
as the announcer for the
event.

Mandy Self  will sing
the Star Spangled Banner,
and there will be a presen-
tation of  Armed Forces
service flags, and US flag
(colors) by VFW Post 251
and American Legion Post

49 men and women in uni-
form. 

From 8:30 until 9 p.m.,
actors portraying George
Washington and Benjamin
Franklin will be on hand to
give short speeches. 

From 9 p.m. until 10
p.m. will be the grand fi-
nale of  the evening, the
awesome fireworks show
orchestrated by Bubba Bul-
lock and his Pyroworks,
LLC. The show is a uni-
form combination of  music
and very colorful and spec-
tacular fireworks displays,
coinciding for the perfect
effect and awe-inspiring re-
sponse from onlookers. 

Officers from the Mon-
ticello Police Department
will be assisting with park-
ing and traffic, and mem-
bers from the Jefferson
County Fire
Department/EMS will also
be on hand during the
event, in case of  emergen-
cies. 

The cost of  this very
popular event is approxi-
mately $15,000 and is paid
for by city and county gov-
ernments, various
churches, businesses, and
others.

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

avid Lloyd Char-
roin, 45, of  Lam-
ont, was

arrested August 10 and
charged with driving
under the influence. Bond
was set at $1,000 and he
bonded out of  jail the same
day.

Christopher Rashad
Jones, 26, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested Au-
gust 11 and charged with
writ of  attachment for
court costs. Bond was set at
$195 and he bonded out of
jail the same day.

Donalee Lomprez, 27,
of  Monticello, was arrested
August 12 and charged
with petit theft less than

$100. Bond was set at $5,000
and she bonded out of  jail
the following day. 

Ervin Fead, Jr., 33, of
Jefferson County, was ar-
rested August 12 and
charged with writ of  at-
tachment. Bond was set at
$385 and he bonded out of
jail the following day. 

Austin Smith, 28, of
Monticello, was arrested
August 13 and charged
with failure to appear on
the charge of  driving while
license suspended or re-
voked, and failure to ap-
pear on the charge of  no
motorcycle endorsement.
A total bond of  $5,000 was
set and he bonded out of
jail the same day. 

Wilhelm Andrews, 58,
of  Jefferson County, was

arrested August 20 and
charged with writ of  at-
tachment. Bond was set at
$225 and he bonded out of
jail on the same day.

Lathern Jones, 51, of
Tallahassee, was arrested
August 20 and charged
with violation of  probation
on the charge of  driving
under the influence, and vi-
olation of  probation on the
charge of  driving while li-
cense suspended. Bond was
withheld and he remained
at the County Jail August
27.

Arisha Parker, 32, of
Tallahassee, was arrested
August 21 and charged
with harassing phone calls.
Bond was set at $2,500 and
she bonded out of  jail the
same day.
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STINGERS
“Thank You to

Phil Sears and the
Monticello News for
the headline and front
page photo of our
beautiful Court House
and rainbow taken at
the right time”.

Buddy and 
Dianne 

Westbrook

‘Brew’ Ha Ha:
Conversations for Coffee

Amber Houston
Staff  Writer

JEFFERSON COUNTY CRIME BEAT
All information is printed as taken from the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office.  All
Suspects Should Be Considered Innocent Until Proven Guilty In A Court Of Law

D
t last, Lois Howell-
Hunter has said
something that is

correct and above re-
proach.

In the August 16 issue
of  the Jefferson Journal,
the article “Tax Collector’s
Attorneys Make Case For
State-Approved Budget”,
ends with this: “She
[Hunter] further suggested
that the present brouhaha
was largely politically mo-
tivated.”

The context of  the
comment indicates that she
thinks that the members of
the Board of  County Com-
missioners (BOCC) are po-
litically motivated against
her. You may judge for
yourself  what her actions
indicate:  is she protecting
the citizens that elected her
or does she care more about
her wallet and the wallets
of  her grossly-overpaid
lawyers than her con-
stituents?

I’m going out on a limb
here and saying that she’s
going to call me in her of-
fice and let her lawyers
browbeat me for half  an
hour like they did Laz. God
only knows how much it
cost Jefferson County tax-
payers for two lawyers to
drive all the way from Tal-
lahassee to Monticello to
bully a journalist. She
could have henpecked him
herself, and it wouldn’t
have cost us a thing.

I am surprised that he
writes so coolly after being
thus abused, but he is a pa-
tient man who has earned
his wisdom. I am patient, but
perhaps less wise: let it come.

For those of  you who
are having difficulty mud-
dling through the events of
the last few weeks, there is
no shame in it. Her lawyers
accuse the BOCC of  “mud-
dying the waters”, when
Qualls (the obvious
spokesperson of  the two
lawyers) is an expert at
talking around issues: after
all, that’s a lawyer’s job.
Mine is to clear things up,
so let’s make sense of  this.

When the first budgets
came in, the County was at
a $600,000 deficit. After a
few hearings, the BOCC
had managed to balance the
budget—a $0 deficit. On
July 29, two days before the
budget was due to the State,
Hunter came into the meet-
ing and said she would be
turning in a budget—but
not to the BOCC, to the
State. She would be chang-
ing from a Budget officer to
a Fee officer.

The difference is this: a
budget officer is account-
able to the BOCC and is al-
lotted a certain budget each
year based upon what the

BOCC agrees to. A fee offi-
cer is accountable to the
Florida Department of  Rev-
enue (FDOR) and works off
of  a commission (or fee)
from every transaction that
is made by her department.
The fee is based upon a for-
mula set forth by the State.

That matters little. She
would be getting the same
amount of  money (FDOR
won’t pass a budget that is
too different from her last
one), and it doesn’t matter
to whom she is account-
able, as long as she is ac-
countable to someone.
That’s the triumph of  our
government: checks and
balances.

But there was a reason
she preferred to be a fee of-
ficer. Her lawyers assert
that being accountable to
the State prevents her from
being improperly influ-
enced by locals. County
Commissioner Hines Boyd
and others with excellent
senses of  smell cite the on-
going legal battle between
Hunter and Mayor Idella
Scott. Hunter requested
more money for next year’s
legal expenses than the
BOCC would have ever
given her.

Scott used to work at
Hunter’s office as a clerk.
There are many rumors
about the cause of  Scott’s
termination, and none of
them agree on who was at
fault, what happened, or
whether or not it was actu-
ally wrongful. Federal
court will now have to de-
cide the truth of  the matter,
because Scott filed suit
against Hunter for wrong-
ful termination.

The easiest way for
this to end—and least ex-
pensive for the County tax-
payers— would have been
for the liability insurance
lawyers to handle the case.
The lawyers that the insur-
ance company uses are ex-
perts in their field. They
would have found a way to
settle out of  court, and the
insurance company would
have paid any damages.
After all, that’s why we pay
for liability insurance.

Instead, Hunter in-
sisted on using her own
lawyers—not just one of
them, but two. I will not
deny that she has the right
to choose her own legal
counsel. However, by refus-
ing the insurance com-
pany's chosen attorneys,
Hunter also refused her
right to be covered by the
insurance company, in the
same way medical insur-
ance wouldn't cover a doc-
tor that wasn't on their list.

Insurance companies
deal in absolutes. If  they
are performing well, they

provide solidarity in the
face of  uncertainty. That’s
why they have specialist at-
torneys  they know, have
worked with, and trust.
These are the lawyers on
the provider's approved list,
much like medical insur-
ance has approved doctors.
Those attorneys help create
the solidarity that insur-
ance provides. Why would
they use an attorney whose
performance and success
they could not predict?

And while Hunter’s
lawyers claim that the lia-
bility insurance does not
cover her, the insurance
company says she’s covered.
She is covered because her
office was included when
the company calculated the
premium we pay them,
which is based off  of  the
number of  offices we ask
them to cover.

Let’s say that you pay
for health insurance for
years and one day you get
sick. No big deal: you have
insurance. So you go to the
doctor the insurance com-
pany has for you, but you
decide that (even though
these guys are licensed pro-
fessionals who specialize in
your kind of  illness) you
don’t want to use them. Of
course you can use a differ-
ent doctor, even two if  you
like. It is your right, but it
hardly makes sense.

And in that healthcare
metaphor, you’d have to pay
for those doctors. In the case
with Hunter, we the taxpay-
ers will pay for her lawyers—
plural. Why pay for
insurance if  you aren’t going
to use it, and why pay for two
lawyers when you only need
one? Sure, it’s Hunter’s right,
but it is also folly.

Now back to the budget
issues. The budget she
turned in to the State took
her previous $10,000 a year
in legal expenses and
boosted them to $100,000 a
year for this current litiga-
tion. And if  she had used
the insurance company
lawyer for this suit, it
wouldn't cost the taxpayers
a dime. She's already paid
her lawyers over $50,000 for
this case, and now asks
$100,000 more. She gets paid
over $90,000 a year and has
benefits (wouldn’t that be
nice?). Each year, her posi-
tion costs taxpayers over
$130,000. Why shouldn’t she
pay for her own lawyers?
Why should we the taxpay-
ers have to foot the bill for
her folly?

So is she looking out
for those that elected her?
Does she care how much
she costs taxpayers? Or
does she care about making
her lawyers wealthy despite
the cost to us?

Hunter Passes The Buck To Taxpayers
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Read Your Local
Papers Online 
Just a reminder to everyone that you can read the ac-

tual Monticello News and Jefferson County Journal
newspapers online. 

The online edition of  the newspaper (called an e-edi-
tion) is available not only on computers, but also on
iPads, Kindles, other tablets, iPhones and Android
phones. 

A one year subscription to the e-edition is only $25
per year. The online e-editions become available for view-
ing every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.

If  you would like to subscribe to the e-edition and the
print edition, you simply need to add five dollars to the
cost of  the print subscription. Current print subscrip-
tions are $45 in-county and $52 out-of-county. 

To view a sample of  the e-edition, go to
online.ecbpublishing.com.  start your subscription today,
or for more information, call (850) 997-3568 or email
loisr@embarqmail.com so we can get the information on
how to get the online edition to you.  

ROSE KLEIN
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Nude Man Flees From 
Police On Motor Scooter
In Utrera, Spain, police

say they arrested a man ac-
cused of  fleeing while riding
a motor scooter nude and in-
toxicated. Civil Guard traf-
fic units responded to
reports of  a nude man rid-
ing a scooter on a local road,
driving unsteady and then
refused to stop when or-
dered. The man eventually
dismounted the scooter and
fled on foot before falling
into a field of  sunflowers. He
is facing charges of  reckless
driving and driving under
the influence of  alcohol.

Marriage Agreement To
Kenyan Woman Signed By

Two Different Men
In Nairobi, Kenya, a

woman has two men who
have signed an agreement
for marriage. The marriage
agreement includes a sched-
ule for Sylvester Mwendwa
and Elijah Kimani to live in
the woman’s house and help
raise any future children.
The woman has been having
affairs with both men for
four years. A community po-
lice officer said the two men
signed the agreement after
the two men were seen fight-
ing over the woman. The
BBC said polyandry (the
practice of  a woman being
married to more than one
man), is not practiced by
any community in Kenya.
Kenyan family lawyer, Judy
Thongori, said the law does
not explicitly forbid
polyandry. Mwendwa said
the arrangement may be il-
legal, but decided to enter
into the contract with Ki-
mani and their wife to end
the rivalry between the two
men. Mwendwa states, “Our
arrangement is good as it
sets boundaries and helps us
keep peace.”

Man Threatens To 
Kill Wife Over Not 
Cleaning Litter Box
In Palm Coast, Fla., the

Flagler County Sheriff ’s of-
fice arrested a man accused
of  threatening to kill his
wife for not cleaning out the
cat litter box. Deputies
spoke to the wife of  Avelino
Urbano Garon, who said the
couple had been fighting all
day. The arrest report stated,
“Avelion was becoming an-
grier and threatening to
throw the cat against the
wall.” Avelino allegedly
“took possession of  a knife”
and said to his wife, “Do you
want me to kill you? I will
kill you.” A deputy wrote in
the report that, “Avelino
made a verbal statement ad-
vising that he believes a wife
is responsible for cleaning
the litter box and did no
wrong in threatening her.”
Garon was arrested on a
charge of  aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon
and was released after post-
ing $1,000 bail.

Woman Recovers 
Stolen Bike 

From Craigslist Ad
In Vancouver, a British

Columbian woman said she
was able to steal back her bi-
cycle after seeing it on a
Craigslist ad. Kayla Smith
said that after her bike was
stolen, she saw an ad on
Craigslist the next day that
sounded like it could be her
lost bike. Smith arranged to
meet the seller at a fast food
restaurant and after seeing
the bicycle, knew it was
hers. She said the man told
her he had purchased the
bike from his roommate.
Smith said, “Holy crap, this
is my bike, like what do I do?
And then I was just, like,
play dumb.” Smith asked the
man is she would be able to
take the bike for a test ride
and she said, “then I just got
on and rode away.”

Vancouver police Con-
stable Brian Montague said,
“This could be really dan-
gerous. You don’t know who
you’re dealing with.” He
said victims of  theft should
call police instead of  at-
tempting to confront thieves
on their own.

World 

News
only offer that his group
had only then received the
committee’s report and
time was needed to ad-
dress and compose re-
sponses to the various
cited discrepancies. More-
over, he said, the Inlet
Grove group had prepared
a revised budget that ad-
dressed the alleged defi-
ciencies with the original
and it was prepared to
submit the new document.
He noted that it was his
understanding that the
School Board had to allow
time for the charter school
to respond and revise the
application. 

School Board Attor-
ney Opal Williams, how-
ever, disagreed. She said
the response and revise
option applied only if  the
application contained
technical deficiencies, not
the substantive deficien-
cies noted by the commit-
tee. The application,
moreover, had already
been revised once, she
said.

It was Williams’ inter-
pretation of  the state re-
quirements that, given the
substantive nature of  the
cited deficiencies, unless
the charter school group
could offer compelling ev-
idence to the contrary at
present, the School Board
was within its right to
deny the application.       

Which the board pro-
ceeded to do ultimately,
with School Board Mem-
ber Phil Barker making
the motion to deny and
School Board Shirley
Washington seconding it.

Before the vote, how-
ever, Halsey proceeded to
point out for the record a
few more inconsistencies
and contradictions in the
application. 

His fear, Halsey con-
cluded, was that the char-
ter school’s student
population — which the
group projected would
mostly come from home-
schooled students and
those students attending
private schools and/or
schools outside the dis-
trict — would actually end
up coming from Jefferson
County Middle High
School (JCMHS). Which
would only further erode
the school’s already de-
clined enrollment, and by
de-facto, force JCMHS to
become a conversion char-
ter school because of  the
economy of  scale, Halsey
said.

Conversion charter
schools, as defined by the
Florida Department of
Education (FDOE), are
traditional public schools
that have operated for at
least two years as tradi-
tional public schools and
are then converted to
charter schools. Conver-
sion charter schools are
not eligible for charter
school capital outlay fund-
ing if  the conversion char-
ter school operates in
facilities provided to them
by the school district.

Halsey said he didn’t
want to second-guess the
FDOE. But it seemed to
him that it would be at
cross-purposes for the
FDOE to mandate that the

Jefferson County School
District had to adopt turn-
around option 2, or a dis-
trict-managed school, and
then for the state agency
to turn around and create
a situation that would
force the school to convert
to a charter school. 

“It will take us longer
than nine months to see
the results of  our turn-
around plan,” Halsey said. 

Per the procedural
rules, the Inlet Grove
Community High School
now has the option to ap-
peal the School Board’s de-
nial. 

Why Senior

Citizens

Still Need

Newspapers
I was visiting my

granddaughter last
night when I asked if  I
could borrow a newspa-
per.

"This is the 21st
century," she said. "I
don't waste money on
newspapers. Here, use
my iPad."

I can tell you this.
That fly never knew
what hit him.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

tand up and
speak out for a
Tobacco Free

Jefferson Partnership.
The community is invited
to join the membership on
Tuesday, September 17 for
a partnership meeting
from 4 to 5 p.m.

The meeting will be
held at the Jefferson
County Health Depart-
ment, in the annex build-
ing located at 1175 West
Washington Street.

For more information
about this group and its
purpose contact the To-
bacco Prevention Special-
ist at 850-324-0170x2101.

Tobacco Free 
Jefferson Partnership

S



ov. Rick Scott
signed Senate
Bill 142, the In-

tellectual Disabilities Bill,
into law today in Talla-
hassee.  The bill, which
was passed unanimously
by the Florida Legislature
in April, removes the
phrase “mental retarda-
tion” from state statutes
and replaces it with “in-
tellectual disabilities.”

“I hate that word,”
said Elizabeth O’Brien, a
self-advocate from Spring
Hill, who has greatly suf-
fered from people calling
her “retard.”  A group of
kids once threw rocks at
her and she has never for-
gotten it.  O’Brien was re-
lieved to learn that Senate
Bill 142 will officially be-
come law on July 1.  “I’m
glad he signed it.  That
makes me very happy.” 

The Arc of  Florida, a
non-profit organization
that advocates on behalf
of  individuals with intel-
lectual and developmen-
tal disabilities, spent
three years working to
pass the Intellectual Dis-
abilities Bill.  Senate Bill

142 was sponsored by Sen.
Thad Altman (R-Mel-
bourne.)  The House ver-
sion of  the bill, House Bill
1119, was sponsored by
Rep. Janet Adkins (R-Fer-
nandina Beach.)

“Governor Scott and
the Florida Legislature
are to be commended for
taking a stand against the
R-word,” said Michele
Poole, president of  The
Arc of  Florida. “This is a
significant step forward
in the fight to end bully-
ing against people with
intellectual disabilities.”

“Mental retardation”
was once considered a
valid medical term, but
over the years, it was
twisted into a hurtful
slang word that promotes
negative stereotypes of
people with intellectual
disabilities.  The Ameri-
can Association on Intel-
lectual and
Developmental Disabili-
ties and American Psy-
chiatric Association
changed their official di-
agnoses from "mental re-
tardation" to "intellectual
disability."  

Federal health, edu-
cation and labor policy
statutes were changed in
2010 when Congress
unanimously passed and
President Obama signed
"Rosa's Law."  The Social
Security Administration
recently announced its in-
tent to make the change to
its official "Listing of  Im-
pairments."

For more information
on the End the R-word in
Florida campaign, visit
http://www.norword.org.

The Arc Big Bend
played a role in this bill
being passed with one of
our own testifying at the
Capitol numerous times
to discuss his perspective
why this word should end.
Last Thursday, in Or-
lando, there was a cere-
monial bill signing in
which Derrick Snead was
invited to attend. We are
proud of  Derrick and all
of  the folks we serve to
stand up and ask for what
is right. We are also proud
of  the support we receive
from the citizens of  Jef-
ferson and surrounding
counties.
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State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory
East Washington Street, Monticello in 1930.

Governor Rick Scott Signs Intellectual
Disabilities Bill Into Law And 

Helps End The R-Word In Florida
Senate Bill 142 Passed Unani-
mously in Florida Legislature

Photo submitted
Derrick Snead, who lives in Monticello but goes to Madison every day to enjoy

the advantages the Arc Big Bend offers, holds a sign urging to end the R-word in
Florida. 

DEBBIE SNAPP 
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

nnie Seabrooks
will celebrate her
103rd birthday on

Saturday, August 31. 
She was born on Au-

gust 31, 1910 to Wash and
Lucinda William Alexan-
der. 

She married Leroy
Seabrooks, Sr. at the age of
21 and continues to live in
the house they shared and
raised their three children
in. 

Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey
says the Seabrooks is the
oldest living member of  the
New Bethel AME Church,
on the Ashville Highway. 

Her son Leroy
Seabrooks, Jr. (Lilliaree)
shares that his mother con-
tinues to enjoy her life and
especially her visits with
family and friends. 

She has a younger sis-
ter Lizzie Collins, four
grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren, six great-
great-grandchildren and
three great-great-great-
grandchildren.

In her lifetime she has
been witness to many
changes and she thanks
God every day for blessing
her with a long and won-
derful life.

“Annie is still very
talkative and lively,” says
her friend Bessie Lee Gal-
lon. “And, she can be very
vocal about some things.”

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 22, 2013
Annie Seabrooks celebrates her 103rd Birthday on

August 31.
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Annie Seabrooks Celebrates
103rd Birthday

August 29 - September
19

Covenant Hospice is offer-
ing a six-week grief  sup-
port group from 6:00 to 7:30
p.m. on Thursdays at the
Covenant Hospice Office.
Those who attend will
have the opportunity to ex-
plore their grief  in a safe
and caring environment,
as the feelings of  grief  and
loss can be overwhelming.
The support group is free
but registration is re-
quired. Light refresh-
ments will be served. To
register for this support
group, or for additional in-
formation, contact Bobbie
Massey, LCSW at 850-575-
4998 or email to
bobbie.massey@ covenant.
hospice.org. 

August 29
AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information call
850-997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

August 30
Monticello Jamboree Band
will perform music for
dancing at 7 p.m. on Friday
at 625 South Water Street.
There will be doorprizes,
cold soft drinks, and
snacks. Everyone is wel-
come to come dance, listen
to some of  the finest music,
and just enjoy some fun and
camaraderie with neigh-
bors and friends. This is a
nonprofit charitable event;
donations are accepted. For
questions or concerns, con-
tact Curtis Morgan at 850-
933-8136 or Bobby Connell
at 850-445-0049.

August 31
‘Homebaked Sale’ from 9 to
11 a.m. on Saturday, hosted
by the Jefferson County
Lions Club, in the Monti-
cello News parking lot.
Come meet with club
members and friends as
you shop the tables for a
homebaked goodie to take
home. Pies, cakes, brown-
ies, and other treats will be
made available. Cold

drinks and hot coffee will
also be sold for a small do-
nation. If  you would like to
donate a baked item, or if
you’d like to volunteer to
help on this morning, or if
you’d like some informa-
tion about joining the club,
come on out for a visit.
Club members are also be
selling $1 tickets for their
quarterly raffle for a beau-
tiful, silk flower arrange-
ment. 

August 31
Jefferson County Branch
of  the NAACP will meet at
noon on the last Saturday at
the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-997-
3760 for more information.

August 31
Fourth of  July Fireworks
Show and Program has
been scheduled for Satur-
day evening. For agenda
input and information, or
to volunteer, contact John
R. Nelson, Sr., Past District
2 VFW Commander, VFW
Post 251 Activities Chair-
man, at 850-241-2745.

September 1
Artisans and Growers Mar-
ket is an outdoors shopping
experience held on the first
Saturday at 9 a.m. in the
tented garden area behind
the Wirick-Simmons
House, at the corner of
Cherry and Pearl streets.
All products sold to the
public are handmade,
homebaked, and home-
grown. For more informa-
tion contact MainStreet
Monticello Florida Pro-
gram Manager Anne H.
Holt at 850-576-0721, or   ah-
holt@ ahholt.com or
www.mainstreetmonti-
cellofl.org.

September 1
VFW Post 251 will meet 5
p.m. on the first Sunday at
the Learning Center on
Marvin Street for a meet-
ing. Contact Ned Hill at
850-339-5524 for more infor-
mation.

September 2
VFW Ladies Auxiliary
Post 251 will meet at 6:30

p.m. on the first Monday at
Memorial MB Church.
Contact President Mary
Madison at 850-210-7090 for
more information.

September 2
MainStreet of  Monticello
Florida Board Meeting is
held at 5 p.m. on the first
Monday at the Cherry
Street Commons on South
Cherry Street. Contact
Margie Stern at 850-210-
4097 for more information.
For more information about
the third Monday Main
Street Speaker Series con-
tact Anne Holt at 850-997-
5110 or  ahholt@ahholt.com
Come to hear about updates
and projects that MainStreet
has been working on.

September 2
Al-Anon meetings are held
at 8 p.m. on Mondays at the
Anglican Church, 124 Jeffer-
son Avenue in Thomasville.
For more information go to
www.al-anon.alateen.org.

September 2
AA will meet at 8 p.m. on
Monday at the Christ Epis-
copal Church Annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information, call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

September 3
AA classes are held on Tues-
days at 8 p.m. for those seek-
ing help. The classes are
held at the Harvest Chris-
tian Center, 1599 Springhol-
low Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-212-
7669 for more information.

September 3
Farmer’s & Merchants Bank
will host a ‘Blood Drive’
from 1 to 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
the parking lot on East
Washington Street... just
watch for the bloodmobile!
All donors will receive a cool
t-shirt, and a wellness
checkup, including a choles-
terol screening. Also, ask
how you can qualify for an
Outback Steak House Din-
ner with a blood donation.
Sign-up today by calling
Jerry Boatwright or Sonja
Brock at 850-997-6000X1028
or sbrock@fmbbank.com.  
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he Monticello
Opera House
held its annual

Board Meeting on August
9. The Friday evening
‘beach party’ was held at
the Opera House, with
members and guests
singing and dancing to the
sounds of  the Cheap &
Easy band.

Chairperson Denise
Vogelgesang gave an
overview of  the past year. 

The Monticello Opera
House Board members
are: George King, Bill
Hatcher, Melanie Mays,
Gene Hall, Denise Vo-
gelgesang, Georgiana
Barker, Jay Adams,
Linda Schrader, Ron Ci-
chon, Terri Dunn, Kevin
Carr,  Nancy Wideman,
and Executive Director
Fran Litton.

For a schedule of  the
new year events, contact
Director Fran Litton at
850-997-4242.
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August 30
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick
and a special scripture
message every Friday at
7:30 p.m. The Tent is lo-
cated at 295 West Palmer
Mill in Monticello. Call
850-342-3541 for more in-
formation.

September 1
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church on Thomp-
son Valley Road will cele-
brate its anniversary on
Sunday at 3 p.m. The Mt.
Morilla Missionary Bap-
tist Church family will be
in charge of  services. Pas-
tor Louise Wallace will be
the speaker. 

September 1
Union Branch Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate its Men & Women’s
Day program at 11 a.m. on
Sunday. All are welcome
to come and fellowship
with the church family in
the name of  the Lord. Rev.
Terry Presley Sr., pastor.

September 4, 18
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach,
serving the community on
the first and third Wednes-
day of  each month from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Volunteers
are always needed, to dis-
tribute food items and to
donate non-perishable
food items. Call and leave
a message for JoAnne
Arnold at 850-997-2252, or
850-997-1084, or go to  ea-
glewingsmonticello@yaho
o.com or   www.firstpres-
byterianmonticello.org.

September 7
Memorial Missionary

Baptist Church Mission-
ary Ministry will host a
Prayer Breakfast at 9 a.m.
on Saturday in the church
annex. Speaker for the oc-
casion will be Minister
Palmyra Williams of  the
St. Stephens Missionary
Baptist Church in Talla-
hassee. Come join to-
gether to lift up the name
of  Jesus and give Him all
the praise. For more infor-
mation, contact Rev.
Joretha Sloan at 850-997-
2705. Rev. Dr. J.B. Duval,
pastor.

September 7
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m. every
other Saturday at the Jef-
ferson County Bailar Pub-
lic Library. For more
information contact First
United Methodist Church
Ministry Chairman Bar-
bara Hobbs at 850-523-
1813. 

September 8
Union Hill AME Church
will hold its 115th Church
Celebration at 5 p.m. on
Sunday, at the church lo-
cation 148 Tin Top Road in
Wacissa. Guest speaker
will be Bishop Willie A.
Battles with the Unity
Temple International Fel-
lowship in Williston. Rev.
Joseph O. Love, pastor.

September 10
Sons of  Allen of  the
Union Bethel Circuit
meets monthly on the sec-
ond Tuesday at 7 p.m., ro-
tating between the
Elizabeth and Union
Bethel AME churches; en-
couraging young men and
older males to come be
part of  the meetings. If

you have any questions,
contact President Leman
Ulee at 850-274-6268. 

September 14
New Hope Church Of  God
Seniors In Christ will hold
a yard sale all-day Satur-
day in the Monticello
News parking lot during
Flea Across Florida. For
more information and to
make a donation, contact
Coordinator Barbara
Dansby at 850-646-7188. 

September 15
Welaunee Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate its annual Dual Day
Service beginning at 11
a.m. on Sunday. Speaker
will be Evangelist Josie
Graham of  Shiloh Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in
Madison. Conclusion of
the Dual Day Service will
be held at 3 p.m. with
speaker Rev. James Mack
of  St. Rilla Missionary
Baptist Church of  Monti-
cello.  

September 27
Joyful Noise Dinner, Con-
cert, and Silent Auction at
6 p.m. on Friday at the
First United Methodist
Church, in the Family
Ministry Center. All pro-
ceeds will benefit Jeffer-
son County Big Bend
Hospice patients. This an-
nual fundraising event is
sponsored by the Jeffer-
son County Advisory
Council of  Big Bend Hos-
pice and the First United
Methodist Church. For
ticket information contact
Coordinator Michele
Brantley at 850-566-7491,
or 850-997-2827, or email to
bigbendhospice.org. 

Opera House Elects New Board

Chairperson Denise Vogelgesang, left, recognized
Lynn Salter with the Volunteer of the Year Award during
the annual Monticello Opera House Board Meeting on
August 9, 2013.

The 2013-2014 Monticello Opera House Board Members, pictured from left to right
are: George King, Bill Hatcher, Melanie Mays, Gene Hall, Denise Vogelgesang, Geor-
giana Barker, Jay Adams, Linda Schrader, Ron Cichon, Fran Litton. Not pictured are:
Terri Dunn, Kevin Carr, and Nancy Wideman. Announced on August 9, 2013 during the
annual Meeting.

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

argie Stern
moved to Monti-
cello in 2006. 

A well-traveled
woman, Stern was born in
Brooklyn, raised in
Chicago, and has lived in
Alaska, South Florida,
and elsewhere. She be-
came acquainted to Monti-
cello, when she visited her
sister in law who lived in
Tallahassee. 

“We drove through,
and I was so in love with
the trees—hardwoods,
oaks—it was so beautiful.
You know in south
Florida, we don’t have a
lot of  pretty hardwoods.

We immediately started
looking for properties to
buy for retirement,” said
Stern.

Not that Stern has ac-
tually “retired” in any
sense of  the word. Though
she isn’t working at the

secretarial position from
which she retired in south
Florida, she’s certainly
busy. She co-owns the Ped-
dler’s Market Place down-
town, where people
consign antiques and col-
lectibles. She is also trying
to open a coffee shop and
bike rental.

In her spare time, as
if  she has any, she likes to
garden. Though she is a
dog person to the core, she
is the proud spoiler of
nine cats and a husband.
Her hobbies include civil
engagement as President
of  Mainstreet Monticello,
watching old movies,
googling things (read: re-
search), gardening, and
babying her inside plants.

Meet Your Neighbor: 
Margie Stern

M
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he Jefferson
C o u n t y
H e a l t h

Department will
host a Blood Drive on
Tuesday, September
3, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. in its parking lot
at 1255 West Washington
Street... just watch for the
bloodmobile! 

All donors will re-
ceive a free t-shirt, and a
wellness checkup, includ-
ing a cholesterol screen-
ing. Also, ask how you

can qualify for an
Outback Steak
House Dinner with
a blood donation. 
Sign-up today by

calling Alice Sander
at 850-342-0170X1431 or Ra-
mona Kinsey at 850-342-
0170 ext 2221.

Health Department To Host
Blood Drive Tuesday

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Fish Fry and
Car Wash
fundraiser will

be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7 to benefit the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Center.

The event will be held

in the Monticello News
parking lot, from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. 

The fish dinners,
served with a cold drink,
will cost $7. A fish sand-
wich and cold drink will
cost only $5.

Cars will be washed
and waxed, no vacuuming,
for just $5. Trucks will cost

$10. An SUV will cost $20.
The community is in-

vited to come out, meet a
few members and friends,
and enjoy a fried fish din-
ner… all for a good cause.

For more information
about this event, or to vol-
unteer, contact Annie Sev-
erin at annie.severin@
jeffersonpa.net.

Fish Fry/Car Wash For MLK Center

A

T



ECB Publishing Photo By
Debbie Snapp, August 10,

2013.
Memorial Mission-

ary Baptist Church
Male Choir held a car
wash fundraiser on
Saturday morning to
raise donations for its
club expenses. Pic-
tured from left to right
are: Major Bellamy
and Timothy Ford.

irl Scout Troop
49 will continue
its ‘food drive’

through the end of  Au-
gust. Drop-off  sites in-
clude the Monticello
News, Veterinary Associ-
ates, and Tupelo's Bakery
& Café`.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your donation.
All donated food items
will go to the local food
banks.

Nancy Wideman,
with the Jefferson County
Tourist Development
Council, says, “We are
thrilled that the John
Moran wildflower photos
will be exhibited at the
Jefferson Arts Gallery
starting in
September. The Florida
Wildflower Foundation
has hired Eleanor Diet-
rich to be a liaison for the
Panhandle Wildflower Al-
liance of  which we are a
member.” She shares this
note: The Florida Wild-
flower Foundation is
pleased to announce it has
tapped Eleanor Dietrich
to be its liaison between
the Panhandle Wildflower
Alliance and FDOT Dis-
trict 3. PWA members re-
side in District 3 counties,
so this action will boost
coordination between
both entities. For months,
Dietrich, as a volunteer,
has taken the lead in
working with FDOT to
plan, evaluate and imple-
ment reduced mowing in
areas identified by Dis-
trict 3 PWA member. Her

affiliation with the Foun-
dation will enable her to
focus more effort on the
PWA evolving relation-
ship with the department.
Her role will include coor-
dinating with District 3 on
its Landscape and Vegeta-
tion Management Plan,
providing PWA input and
technical assistance for
the Designated Natural
Areas effort, and coordi-
nating with state FDOT
personnel on the Wild-
flower Program policy.

Covenant Hospice is
gearing up for its first
‘Cocktails for a Cause
Football & Fashion’ bene-
fiting Covenant Hospice.
This enjoyable and wor-
thy event, which will sup-
port the critical work of
Covenant Hospice, fea-
tures local vendors who
will be offering their fash-
ions and goodies for sale
as models show off  the
fashions of  Florida State
University, University of
Florida, Auburn, Univer-
sity of  Georgia, and Ala-
bama. This event will take
center stage at 5:30 p.m. on
Thursday, September 12 at
the University Center
Club. It’s open to the pub-
lic and admission is free,
donations are appreci-
ated. Guests will enjoy
complimentary hors
d’oeuvres and drink spe-
cials; space is limited. Call
850-644-8528 for more in-
formation. Covenant Hos-
pice is a not-for-profit
organization dedicated to

providing comprehensive,
compassionate services to
patients and loved ones
during times of  life-limit-
ing illnesses.  

It's that time again!
It's the ‘Flea Across
Florida’, the longest yard
sale from Live Oak to Mil-
ton, across Highway 90,
beginning on Friday, Sep-
tember 13 and continuing
through Saturday, Sep-
tember 14. The Monti-
cello/ Jefferson County
Chamber of  Commerce is
helping to organize the
event along with the
Courtyard Flea Market on
South 19. If  you would like
vendor space, call Cham-
ber Director Melanie
Mays at 850-997-5552 for
Chamber spaces
only! Spaces are only $25
this year if  you purchase
through the Chamber. The
Chamber is not selling
spaces to food vendors
this year. You can also
visit the Chamber online
at www.monticellojeffer-
sonfl.com/flea-across-
florida to register today.
The Courtyard Flea Mar-
ket has 10 available ven-
dor spaces. Or, if  you
would like to place an ad
in the Official Monticello
Flea Across Florida Map,
call Kent Phillips at 850-
321-8749 or email him
at theplace@mindspring.c
om. Ads for the map cost
$5 for private vendors
(selling on their own prop-
erty on Highway 90; $10
for businesses; no charge
for non-profits. The Mon-
ticello Health & Fitness
Center also has spaces
available to rent. Call Deb-
bie at 850-997-4400 or email
her at monticel-
lohealthandfitness@gmai
l.com.

The United Way of
the Big Bend and 2013
Campaign Chairman
John Hogan kicked off
the 71st annual commu-
nity campaign on Thurs-
day afternoon, August 29.
If  you would like to volun-
teer, or for more informa-
tion, contact Kate
Cruikshank at kate@
uwbb.org. ‘It’s Not How
Tall You Stand ~ It’s What
You Do For Others.’
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Local Business Directory

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bi l ly  S immon ’s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

850-948-3372
WE INSTALL METAL ROOFS

Herndon
Trucking

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

Raymond Herndon

office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

125 SW Shelby Ave.
Madison, FL 32340

Plumbing Repairs
Fixtures-Faucets
Sewer & Water Connections
Water Heater Repairs

Wells Drilled
Pumps Replaced
Tanks Replaced

All Repairs

Carlton Burnette
Master Plumber
850-973-1404Lic.# RF 0058445

Drilling
&

Repairs

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Bateries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND MUCH

MORE!

Full Automotive Services

YYoouurr  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  LLiissttiinnggss
TOWN & COUNTRY

TACK & RESALE SHOP
Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

G l e n d a  o r
C h r i s t y

Monticello News 997-3568

For Any of  Your  Advertisement Needs

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

American Outdoor
Power Equipment

We service all your outdoor power 
equipment needs, residential and commercial. 

Cost-conscious repairs on most makes and models.

Formally Peters Lawn and Garden
1106 Old Lloyd Rd, Monticello, FL

Open Tuesday - Saturday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Call us
850-997-0955

Doug’s Tree & 
Lawn Service

Lic. &  Insured

997-0039

Trimming • Stump Grinding
Mowing • Aerial Device
Removal • Bush Hogging

Maintenance
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Now carrying
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MORE!
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Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

Country Life Pet Boarding
Climate Controlled Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Come stay with me at the ranch

Sl
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p 
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o
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www.goldenacresranchflorida.com

Email: 
bobbie.golden@gmail.com

Golden Acres Ranch, LLC

704 Barnes Road,
Monticello, FL

32344
850-997-6599
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Notes
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Male Choir Holds Car Wash Fundraiser 

ccording to a
l o n g i t u d i n a l
study conducted

by Dr. Richard Lerner at
the Institute for Applied
Research in Youth Devel-
opment at Tufts University,
when compared to their
peers, young people in-
volved in 4-H programs:

• Report higher levels
of  academic competence
and an elevated level of  en-
gagement at school,

• Are more likely to
plan to go to college, and
are

• Two times more
likely to participate in SET
(science, engineering, and
technology) learning pro-
grams during out-of-school
time.

The theme for this
year’s summer day camps
is “Get Ready, S.E.T (Sci-
ence Engineering and
Technology), Go.”

The Jefferson County
Extension Office offered
weeklong camps of  fun
learning activities. The
week began with “Get Ac-
quainted Games”.  This in-
troduced campers to each
other and set the founda-
tion supporting collabora-
tion. 4-H utilizes the “learn
by doing” model. 

Eight to nine - year old
campers also participated
in organized recreation.
Some of  the most memo-
rable highlights of  the
week included entomology
with Dr. Janice Peters
from FAMU Entomology
Dept.  Dr. Peters and her
staff  brought exotic in-
sects from around the
world.  The campers had
an opportunity to ID vari-
ous species of  insects; the
campers learned about the
different habitats insects
live in, the body parts, how
they communicate and
which insects can walk on
water. 4-Hers then were en-

couraged to put their ento-
mology skills to work
catching bugs at the Exten-
sion Office.

Campers learned how
a solar oven works from
Fran Sullivan-Frahs – The
Electric Vehicle Initiative.
Youth learned how food is
cooked through solar heat-
ing and how the sun pow-
ers solar panels. What was
really cool, youth had an
opportunity to ride in an
electric car. Can you image
riding in a car with no
sound and exhaust? 

Our very rambunc-
tious 8 to 9 year campers
had an opportunity partic-
ipate in the 4-H Eco-Bot
Challenge. Campers built
and programed a robot to
clean up a simulated envi-
ronmental spill – a mission
that in real life would be
too difficult or dangerous
for humans to carry out.

The camper did the
following:

• Assemble Eco-Bots,
and explore its functions.

• Design a set of  con-
trol surfaces to simulate
an environmental cleanup
project.

• Raced robots to see
who had the fastest robot. 

Golden Acres Ranch is
always a big hit with
youth.  Can you tell the dif-

ference between a kid and
a lamb?  Jefferson County
“4-H campers can! This
was one of  the first ques-
tions that Ms. Golden
asked campers as they
toured her farm.  Youth
were then asked to put
their knowledge to the test
and identify goats versus
sheep as they continued
their tour.  They were able
to take the information
Ms. Golden provided and
identified the character
traits in the animals that
distinguished goats from
sheep and make informed
educated guesses on the
animals.  

Youth are able to not
only recognize and recite
concrete information, but
confidently analyze infor-
mation and apply that in-
formation to new
situations.  Thus facilitat-
ing higher order thinking.  

Special thanks to our
teen counselors for volun-
teering and sharing their
summer with us, Ta’-
Neshia Scott, Allison
Cone, Tearra Scott, Tyler
Rivers and Otis Scott. 

For more information
about Jefferson County 4-
H Programs, please call us
at 850-342-0187 or go to our
website at: http://jeffer-
son.ifas.ufl.edu/.  

4-H 8-9 Year-Old Day Camp Was A Success 
A

Isabella Gray (left) and Katie Brown holding their
eco-bot. They were winners of the eco-bot challenge
race. 

STEWART
HEATING &

COOLING INC.
850-342-3294

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

• Sales • Service • Installation 
• Change-Outs

Financing
Available

Monticellos Only Local A/C CompanyLC#CAC1817300



AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

n August 31 at
Shiloh Farms,
High Wire Char-

itable Events is putting on
their WoofStock event: a
day of  food, fun, music,
and dogs. Proceeds benefit
Voices of  Chance Animal
League (VOCAL) and
Cauzican Care, two Talla-
hassee animal advocacy
groups.

Cauzican Event Coor-
dinator, Kaitlyn White, is
excited for the event: “We
have worked hard to make
everything family-
friendly - from children to
pets. Pets are welcome
with their rabies vaccina-
tion and tag up-to-date,
and children under age
thirteen are free. The
event is family-friendly,
and all bands are screened
for appropriate lyrics.”

Bands include Way-
back Whensday, Devil’s
Kin, and the Drew Till-
man Band. The organizers
of  the event are still mak-
ing arrangements with
more bands, so the only
way to know all of  them is
to attend. These bands
will play some of  their
own compositions and, “a
lot of  music from the
1960’s and the 1970’s,” said
White. “This month is the
anniversary of  Wood-
stock, the music event that
our fundraiser is named
for, so we will be playing a
lot of  music that comes
from that time.” 

In addition to bands,
food vendors will be every-
where. Various food
trucks and establishments
will come out to the event,
including Big Easy Snow-
balls, Mayhem Sweets and
Treats, Parkway Grill and
Catering, and more.

Of  course, the center
of  the event will be dogs,
dogs, dogs. Various shel-
ters will be bringing ani-
mals seeking forever
families. “There will be a
few cats,” White said, “but
this event will truly be a
dog lover’s dream!”

Owners are welcome
to bring their vaccinated
dogs to the event to meet
and greet with adoptables,
other pets, and other own-
ers.  Rabies tags should be
worn, and owners will be
asked to sign a waiver re-
leasing the event from lia-
bility.

The Ocklocknee River
Kennel Club (OCRKC) will
have an agility course set
up, and there will be
dachshund races periodi-
cally throughout the day.
This event will be a fun
one so do not miss it. 

Cauzican Care takes
on animals from the
Wakulla County Animal
Shelter, a kill shelter, and
tries to find homes for
them. In the interim, they
provide food, shelter, fos-
ter families, necessary vet-
erinary care, and
medicine. The people in-
volved in this organiza-
tion are mostly
volunteers, who work
hard and have a true love
for animals. This is one of
the biggest fundraisers for
the organization and is
very much needed!

VOCAL has pets avail-
able for adoption, but fo-
cuses primarily on
“breaking the chains” of
animals in need. They ed-

ucate owners on the phys-
ical and psychological
side effects an animal ex-
periences when it is
chained up. They also help
build 20’ x 30’ pens for ani-
mals and families in need
including an insulated
doghouse and provide
medical care. Providing
all of  these services is ex-
pensive, and the organiza-
tion relies on the success
of  its fundraisers to keep
providing them.

Tickets are $10 if  you
preorder them, or $12 at
the event. Look in this
newspaper for a special
coupon allowing you to get
tickets for $10 at the event.
Just clip the ad and bring
it with you!

rs. C. Martin
Wood Jr. passed
away on Thurs-

day August 22, 2013 at 4:00
p.m. at the age of  94.  She
was born in New Orleans,
the daughter of  Veva
Penick Miller and Dr.
Hilliard Eve Miller, the lat-
ter being head of  obstet-
rics at Tulane University.
She grew up at Number
One Audubon Place, an es-
tate that now belongs to
Tulane.  She attended the
Madeira School in Vir-
ginia and Vassar College
in New York. Veva was
chosen to be Mardi Gras
Queen of  Momus and later
Comus. Her mother Veva
Penick Miller was Queen
of  Oberon and her daugh-
ter, Veva Penick Wood was
Queen of  Osiris in 1965.

She was married to
Charles Martin Wood Jr.
of  Haverford, PA in 1942.
He served as a Lieutenant
Colonel in the OSS during
World War II and after the
war, they moved to Green-
wich, CT where she was
involved in the Greenwich
Garden Club, The Colonial
Dames and the Altar Guild
at Christ Episcopal
Church. She was a volun-
teer for many years at
Greenwich Hospital and
was one of  the Founders
of  the New York Winter
Antique Show while vol-
unteering at Eastside Set-
tlement House.  

Her husband was a
partner at Bache and Com-
pany in New York and pre-
deceased her in 1987.

During the war she
obtained a pilot’s license
and joined the civil air pa-
trol, searching for Ger-
man U-boats off  the
Louisiana coast which
were attempting to tor-
pedo Liberty ships as they
left New Orleans harbor.
She was also part of  the
British/American Ambu-
lance Corps.

She and her husband,
Martin, traveled exten-
sively. She had a remark-

able memory as she re-
called fascinating people,
places and events.  Her
style, elegance, enthusi-
asm, charm, wit, melodi-
ous laugh and distinctive
voice set her apart.

She is survived by her
son and daughter in law, C.
Martin Wood III, Daphne
Flowers Wood of  Monti-
cello, Florida; her daugh-
ter and son in law, Veva W.
Mahoney, Ivan L. Ma-
honey III of  Hopkinton,
New Hampshire; her
grandson and wife, George
K. Crozer V, Kate H.
Crozer of  New London,
New Hampshire and great
granddaughter Griffin
Veva Crozer.

Her second son,
Michael Harrah Wood,
was killed in an automo-
bile accident while attend-
ing the University of  the
South at Sewanee, TN. 

Veva moved to
Thomasville, GA in 2006.
She was a “grande dame”
representing the old
school of  a bygone era and
was loved and admired by
her family and friends.

A memorial service
will be held at All Saints
Episcopal Church in
Thomasville, GA on
Thursday, October 10 at
4:00 p.m. and Veva will be
interred in Putnam Ceme-
tery in Greenwich, CT
with her husband and son.
In lieu of  flowers, please
consider donating to the
Archbold Memorial Hospi-
tal Foundation.
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ola Pearl Smith
Noble, 67, de-
parted this life

on Monday, August 26,
2013.  

Funeral services will
be 1:00 p.m. Saturday at
New Jerusalem Mission-
ary Baptist Church, with
burial at the church ceme-
tery in the Ashville Com-
munity.

Viewing-visitation
will be August 30, 2013
from 3:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at
Tillman Of  Monticello. 
Lola was a native of  Ash-
ford, AL and one of  18
children, 14 of  whom pre-
ceded her in death.  

She was a retired Cer-
tified Nurses Assistant,
having worked at Jeffer-
son Nursing Center over
32 years.  

Cherishing her love
and memory are: her de-
voted husband, Shelly
Noble, Sr.; two sons,
Shelly Jr. (Lynet) and
Maurice Noble; two sis-
ters, Mary Jane Lawton
and Annie Pearl (Wash)
Blackmon; brother James
(Gloria) Smith;; sisters-in-
law, Mary (Claude) Edge,
Carrie and Bernice Noble;
five brothers-in-law, Albert,
Robert, William (Ruby) and
George (Linda) Noble; and
Samuel Pettway; seven
grandchildren and a host
of  other loving relatives
and friends. 

LOLA PEARL
SMITH NOBLE

L

VEVA MILLER WOOD
January 25, 1919-August 22, 2013

M

WoofStock Benefit Event
Scheduled for August 31

O

Pet Adoption 

Spotlight

Tulah 

Age: 3 years

Gender: Female

(Spayed)

Breed: Pit Bull

Mix

Temperament: 

Tulah is a

dream dog. She is

up-to-date on all

shots, heartworms

negative, well be-

haved, and house

trained. Forget

what you think

about Pit mixes:

Tulah is friendly

with cats and kit-

tens and anybody

that will love her.

She is very gentle

and loves kids,

kisses, and cud-

dles. She would be

a great farm dog or

family dog.

Pepper 

Age: 9 years

Gender: Male

(Neutered)

Breed: German

Shepherd Mix

Temperament: 

Well man-

nered, playful,

and quiet. He is

very loyal and a

cuddler, who

gets along very

well with other

dogs. He is cur-

rent on vacci-

nations, micro-

chipped, house

trained, and

walks nicely on

a leash.

To adopt one of these fine dogs, or to learn about the

other animals that Cauzican has available, contact Katelyn

White at (850) 766-2382 or visit their Facebook page:

“www.facebook.com/CauzicanCare”.



wenty-five years
after ESPN
crews arrived to

record the Smyrnios
triplets in action on War-
rior Memorial Field, Au-
cilla Christian Academy
is experiencing a similar
phenomena: three sets of
twins in one class with a
total of  seven sets in the
elementary grades, giving
ACA a 10 percent twin stu-
dent population in grades
K4 through fifth.

Carol Aman, who has
taught at ACA for 33
years, says she has never
had so many multiples in
one class. "They do not sit
together, and usually do
not pick the other when
needing a partner," said
Aman. That fact alone
may be a little surprising.
With three sets of  twins in
her class, she said she
sometimes gets confused
with names and who did

what. "One of  them today
brought something to
share and, at lunch, I for-
got which twin it was,"
said Aman. "The other
students, however, don't
seem to get confused."

Principal Richard
Finlayson,  former class-
mate to the Smrynios
triplets - George, Gus and
Manuel - said he could al-
ways tell them apart, al-
though teachers
sometimes had a hard
time if  they had never
taught them. "As identical
as the Smyrnios triplets
were," said Finlayson,
"each triplet had his own
personality, and the same
is true for the sets of
twins now attending
ACA." 

Even Michele Tharpe,
an ACA science teacher
and a mother herself  to
third grade identical
twins - the only identical
set at ACA, has a hard
time telling her girls,
Emma and Kaitlyn, apart
at times. In fact, when
identifying them in their
ACA twin photo, she
could only recognize them
based on what they were
wearing and their smiles.
"Even though they look
identical," said Tharpe,
"they have many differ-
ences, especially when it
comes to their favorite
foods."

Anna Lee and Clayton
Trest,  fraternal twins in
Wanda Hughey's fifth

grade class are as differ-
ent as night and day. "I
hate spiders," said Anna
Lee, while Clayton simply
asked, "What's so bad
about spiders?"  In
boy/girl fraternal twins,
such comments are com-
mon.

These days, ACA
places twins either in the
same or in different
classes, based on parental
preference. "My twins like
to be together," said Lisa
Roland, ACA's secondary
math teacher and mother
of  Alissa and Jarrett, fifth
graders and the oldest
twins at ACA. "They just
have a very special bond." 

First grade teacher
Tonya Roberts, who
teaches twins, Caleb and
Elizabeth Walker, told a
funny story about an inci-
dent that happened in
class. "One day Caleb acci-
dentally got Elizabeth's
lunch," said Roberts.
"When they discovered
this, they just had to get it
straight. Even though the
lunches were the same,
they wanted the one with
their own name on it!"

While telling twins
and triplets apart can be
challenging for teachers
at the beginning of  a new
school year, "Our goal, as
a school, is to take siblings
and twins and help mold
them into the unique boys
and girls God created
them to be," said Fin-
layson.
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From The Desk Of The Superintendent

ach day I am re-
minded of  what
an amazing op-

portunity is before me as
Superintendent of
Schools.  I want to again
say thank you to the com-
munity for placing your
confidence in me as your
Superintendent of
Schools.

There is a new sense
of  excitement and antici-
pation among our stu-
dents, faculty and staff; it
is a new day in Jefferson
County!

We are pleased to an-

nounce that we have
launched a new website.
Please visit it at www.jef-
fersonschooldistrict.org.
It is currently under con-
struction so we ask for pa-
tience as we continue to
add content.  We believe
you will like our new look
and our attempt to make
our website user-friendly.
Please feel free to email, or
call our offices with your
feedback.

We are very proud of
the large gains our stu-
dents attained on the
FCAT Writing.  Did you
know that there are games
you, as a parent, can play
with your student that en-
courage writing skills as
well as technology skills?
Give the following a try:  1)
Show your child a kid-
friendly YouTube video
clip WITHOUT the volume
on and have him/her tell

you, or write down, what
he/she thinks the people
were saying, 2) Write a
story with your student on
their iPad or computer.
Take turns adding sen-
tences to the story and, 3)
Have each person write a
description of  a character
that they want other peo-
ple to draw.  After each per-
son is done, trade papers
and draw the characters
that others have described.
The person with the most
detailed picture wins this
game!

Parents/Guardians,
please always remember
that those students who
have families that become
involved in their learning
experience show higher
academic achievement
than their counterparts.
Please become, and stay,
involved.  Thank you.                                                                                                       

Al Cooksey

School

E

Smyrnios Triplets at an ACA Class Reunion In 2012
(L to R): Manuel, George and Gus. 

Teaching Twins And Triplets At ACA

T

Aucilla Christian Academy Twins (L to R) Leighton and Benjamin Faglie of Monti-
cello (K5), Aiden and Axel Day of Greenville (3rd), Emma and Kaitlyn Tharpe of Mon-
ticello (3rd), Anna Lee and Clay Trest of Monticello (5th), Alissa and Jarrett Roland of
Greenville (5th), Anna and Sammi Drawdy of Perry (3rd), and Elizabeth and Caleb
Walker of Greenville (1st). 

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

hough the Children’s Home So-
ciety (CHS) school supply
drive ended August 9, CHS has

announced that there is a year-round
need.

As any parent knows, the supplies
bought at the beginning of  the school
year certainly do not last all year. Back-
packs tear, lunchboxes are forgotten at
school, and pens run out of  ink. This is
true of  all children, and the need is often
greater for children in crisis.

CHS helps children in foster care,
children that have been
adopted, children that are
victims of  child abuse, chil-
dren with developmental
challenges, and more.
These children need
school supplies to do
their best in classes,
in addition to
the support
of  CHS.

Gift cards
and cash are
the most use-
ful to CHS as
they provide the
most flexibility in
meeting individual needs. Back-
packs that are suitable for teenagers and
middle school students—nicely sized,
and preferably durable for all those text-
books—are also in high and immediate
demand.

Of  course, any school supplies are
acceptable: 1” and 2” binders, calculators
(from the most basic to the graphing
type), crayons, colored pencils, composi-
tion books, construction paper, folders
with pockets, glue sticks, highlighters,
markers, notebook paper, pencils, pencil
boxes, rulers, scissors, and Ziploc bags.
Also, do not forget sanitation and first aid
materials: liquid soap, hand sanitizer,
Band-Aids, and tissues.

CHS offers valuable benefits to fami-
lies all over Florida, including Jefferson
County. According to their brochure, the
North Central Division, offers 12 distinct

services. 
These services include, “Adoption &

Pregnancy Counseling, [a program that]
helps adoptive and birth

parents make the best
possible plans for chil-
dren… [and] a full

range of  adoption
services.”

They run a
“Children’s Ad-
vocacy Center”
which collabo-

rates with the
Department
of  Children
and Families
(DCF), the

State Attor-
ney’s Office, and

“mental health professionals to investi-
gate allegations of  child abuse.”

CHS also offers “Community Based
Foster Care,” placing children in foster
care when they can’t live safely with
their biological families. They also pro-
vide Independent Living resources for
children who have aged out of  foster care. 

They offer 24-hour shelter to “chil-
dren (ages 2-11) suspected of  being
abused or neglected who cannot stay
safely in their own homes,” through their
Treehouse shelter.

To view their entire list of  services,
visit their website at www.chsfl.org. Sup-
plies can be dropped off  at 1801 Miccosu-
kee Commons Drive, Tallahassee. 

For more information call or email
Rebecca Amnott at rebeccaamnott@
chsfl.org or (850) 219-4206.

CHS Announces Year-Round
Need of School Supplies

T
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Legals

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

All Realty Services
Big-Bend - Florida

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker
HUD Registered Florida Broker

Monticello Office: 850-997-9994
Cell: 850-933-6363

*Available immediately, gas
station & convenience store
$600 per month

*Short sale, approval needed
by lender, 3 Bdrm, 2 Bth,
doublewide, mostly wooded
5 acres, near Ashville,
$45,000

*Plantation belt, 3 Bdrm, 2
Bth, front & back porches,
pasture, pond frontage, dou-
blewide on 5 acres, $82, 500

*Aucilla River frontage, 3
Bdrm, 2 Bth, doublewide,
big front deck, 11.42 acres,
30 miles from Gulf, $86,000
(make offer)

*Lamont Gas & Grocery C-
store plus 2 Bdrm, 2 Bth
home on over 1 acre,
$125,000 (seller motivated)

*Circa 1855, Christian Bless
home, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bth, on
.64 acres, 2193 sq. ft.,
$221,600

*Southern Belle, circa 1882,
5 Bdrm, 3 Bth, porches, car-
riage entrance, 4014 sq. ft.,
$259,000

*Beautifully wooded 5 acres,
$18,500, must love dirt roads

*Great hunting for bow &
arrow enthusiast, 5 acres,
hardwoods, $20,000, seller
says sell

*Advent Christian Village,
lot for homesite $16,000 in-
side the village

*$60,000 on Aucilla River,
deep section with spring, old
hunting camp, 2Bdrm/2Bth
single wide, 5 acres

*Hamilton County, 3000 ft
grass stip, private landing,
9592 sq. ft. home & hangar,
4 Bdrm/5 Bth, pool, 10.05
acres

*Riverfront lot for camping
or homesite, great fishing,
snorkeling & kayaking; on
Withlacoochee River
$14,000

*Deep woods, bring bug
spray and excavator, 300
acres only $600 per acre,
near Shady Grove

*40 acres just outside of La-
mont $48,000 great hunting
or investment tract, 15 miles
from Walmart

*58.77 acres, 25 acres ready
to replant, balance heavily
wooded, half mile deep at
deepest point, paved rd
frontage, within one mile of
corridor to state owned man-
agement lands $85,216

215 E Washington St., 
Monticello, FL 32344

Crossword Answers
(Puzzle on page 3)

PAPER 
BUNDLES

$2 EACH
MONTICELLO 

NEWS
180 W. Washington St.

850-997-3568

2006 White Expedition
Eddie Bauer For Sale

Call (850) 464-1230 for more information. 
Very nice family car in very good condition.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO CITIFINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, INC. 344, LLC SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO ASSOCIATES
FINANCIAL SERVICES COMPANY OF FLORIDA, INC. SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO ASSOCIATES FINANCIAL SERVICES OF AMERICA, INC.,

Plaintiff,
v. CASE NO.: 2010-CA-000292
VIVIAN THOMPSON; ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER
SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS; JOHN DOE N/K/A KORY
THOMPSON, 
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order of Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated August 14, 2013, entered in Civil Case No. 2010-CA-000292 of the Circuit Court
of the Second Judicial Circuit in and for Jefferson County, Florida, wherein the Clerk
of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest bidder for cash on 3rd day of October 2013,
at 11:00 a.m. at the North door of the Jefferson County Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Cir-
cle, Monticello, Florida 32344, relative to the following described property as set forth
in the Final Judgment, to wit:
COMMENCE AT A CONCRETE MONUMENT MARKING THE INTERSECTION
OF THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF FIRST STREET WITH THE EAST
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF RAILROAD STREET AND RUN NORTH 00 DEGREES
34 MINUTES 39 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE,
781.77 FEET TO AN IRON ROD FOR A POINT OF BEGINNING, THENCE FROM
SAID POINT OF BEGINNING CONTINUE NORTH 00 DEGREES 34 MINUTES
39 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 82.17 FEET TO AN
IRON PIPE MARKING THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 3 OF DILWORTH
ADDITION TO THE TOWN OF MONTICELLO, THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES
15 MINUTE 18 SECONDS EAST, ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SAID
LOT 3, 74.29 FEET TO AN IRON ROD, THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 33 MIN-
UTES 30 SECONDS EAST 78.76 FEET TO AN IRON ROD, THENCE SOUTH 86
DEGREES 42 MINUTES 11 SECONDS WEST 76.0 FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. CONTAINING 0.14 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the prop-
erty owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within 60 days after the
sale.

ATTENTION: PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to

participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision

of certain assistance.   Please contact:

Court Administrator,   FL,  Phone: (850) 577-4401 

DATED AT MONTICELLO, FLORIDA THIS 14th DAY OF August, 2013
KIRK REAMS
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA                     8/23,30/13Automotive

1990  F-350  Ford Flat Bed with
Hyd. Lift Gate, PTO,  $2,800
OBO.   997-1582    3/13 tfn,c

2006 FORD EXPEDITION-

Eddie Bauer (white)  Great fam-
ily car, Very good condition.
Call  Paul  850-464-1230
5/29,tfn,c

For Rent
1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-

MENTS AVAILABLE. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

JEFFERSON PLACE

APARTMENTS 1468 S. Wau-
keenah St.  Office 300 Monti-
cello  1BR $452, 2BR $490.
available.  HUD Vouchers ac-
cepted.  (850) 997-6964
TTY711.  This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer.  1/25,tfn,c

2 -1 BR PARK MODELS, fur-
nished. Call 997-1638  between
9:30 am and 6 pm.  Office
closed on Sunday.       7/10,tfn,c

Real Estate

FOR SALE NOW OR FOR

RENT in Oct.  Lovely 4 BR
home in town. Amazing sale
price at $107,900. Details:
www.MonticelloRealEstate.info
and 631-0577.             8/14,30,c

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

on 3/4 acre Lot, 4BR/2BA
D.Wide at 237 Parkway Pines,
Monticello  $75,900.  for more
info call 850-997-2470  between
10am and 9pm         8/23,30,pd

MR.  STUMP

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

FOUR SEASONS  LAWN

CARE PLUS 

Expert Mowing, Trimming, 
Edging, Debris removal,  

Serving Jefferson 
& Leon counties. 

Call 850-948-LAWN (5296)

Services
CUSTOM MOWING

---  BUSH HOGGING --  

FINISH MOWING  

CALL MAX  

850-997-5557 

8/21-30,pd

Yard Sale
NOTICE OF JOB OPENING

Jefferson County Board of
County Commissioners is seeking
applicants for a Part-Time Gate At-
tendant/Refuse Truck Driver at the
County Solid Waste Department.
Job description and applications may
be obtained at the Solid Waste De-
partment located at 1591 Waukeenah
Street, Monticello, Florida.  

Position is available for Friday,
Saturday, Sunday & Monday, with
the opportunity to fill in for others
out on leave.

Education and experience
needed:  Three (3) years experience
in medium/heavy equipment opera-
tion and maintenance.  Applicant
must possess the minimum of a valid
Class “B” Florida Commercial Driv-
ers License and a valid Social Secu-
rity Card. 

Applications will be accepted
until 2:00 P.M., September 6, 2013
at the Solid Waste Department.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Ac-
tion Employer.  Drug Free Work-
place.  Drug testing is a required part
of the pre-employment physical.
Applicants with a disability should
contact the above office for accom-
modations.  For additional informa-
tion please call 342-0184.

8/23,28,30, 9/4,6/13

EXTRUSION LINE OPERA-

TOR. RCT is local company offer-
ing Full Time job with lots of
opportunity for growth. For inquiries
call 941-243-2431          8/16-30,pd

GENERAL LABORER. RCT is
local company offering Full Time
job with lots of opportunity for
growth. For inquiries call 941-243-
2431                                8/16-30,pd

ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

(SALESMAN) NEEDED.

Our newspaper office is seeking an
outstanding individual to join or
sales team.
Do you possess a sunny, friendly at-
titude? Can you talk with customers
easily and help them feel at home?
Do you have a good personality and
LOVE to talk on the telephone?
If you are a team player, able to han-
dle multiple tasks, have a friendly
can-do- attitude, a great work ethic,
are organized, and self-motivated
then this job might be just for you.
Apply in person only at the Monti-
cello News newspaper office, lo-
cated at 180 West Washington St., in
Monticello. 8/2/13 rtn

HVAC HELPER Call Stewart
Heating & Cooling at 850-342-3296.

8/28, 30/13

Wanted
WILL BUY USED GOLF

CARTS  needing batteries or re-
pairs.  Call 850-408-4713.  

6/21,tfn,c

ALMA HONEY FARM has
pure raw honey for sale. Avail-
able in bear, hex and queenline
honey jars in sizes 2 oz. ($1.50),
8 oz. ($4.25), 12 oz. ($6.50) and
16 oz. ($8.50). We also have
1.5# pt. ($11.00), 2.5# qt.
($18.25), 5# 1/2 gal. ($25.00)
and 12# gal. ($38.00). To place
an order call or text 850-528-
3475 or e-mail dblilpyro@peo-
plepc.com.                  8/9-30/13

Help
Wanted For Sale
NOTICE OF JOB OPENING

The Jefferson County Board of
County Commissioners is seeking
applicants for a Full-Time Refuse
Truck Driver at the Solid Waste De-
partment.  This position requires (1)
a high school diploma or GED, (2) a
minimum of three years experience
in medium/heavy equipment opera-
tion and maintenance, (3) a valid
Class “B” Florida Commercial Driv-
ers License, (4) a valid Social Secu-
rity Card.  The successful applicant
will be cross-trained to operate a
Front Load Garbage truck, a Roll-off
truck and a Grapple truck. 

Applications may be obtained
online at:  http://jeffersonclerk.com/
Uploads/Editor/file/Employmen-
tApplication.pdf or at the Solid
Waste Department located at 1591
Waukeenah Street, Monticello,
Florida and will be accepted until
2:00 P.M., September 11, 2013 at the
Solid Waste Department.  Equal Op-
portunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer.  Drug Free Workplace.  Drug
testing is a required part of the pre-
employment physical.  Applicants
with a disability should contact the
above office for accommodations.
For additional information please
call 342-0184.           8/28, 9/11/13,c

Adoption

ADOPT: A childless couple seeks
to adopt. Loving home with tender-
ness, warmth, happiness. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Regis &

David (888)986-1520 or text
(347)406-1924;www.davidandreg-
isadopt.com -Adam B. Sklar FL#

0150789

Education

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at SC

gets you job ready! HS
Diploma/GED PC/Internet needed!

1-888-374-7294

Help Wanted

Drivers - HIRING EXPERI-
ENCED/INEXPERIENCED

TANKER DRIVERS! Earn up to
$.51 per Mile! New Fleet Volvo

Tractors! 1 Year OTR Exp. Req. -
Tanker Training Available. Call

Today: 877-882-6537 www.Oak-
leyTransport.com

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW! Learn to drive for US

Xpress! Earn $700 per week! No
experience needed! Local CDL

Traning. Job ready in 15 days!
(888)368-1964

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers
earn 50 up to 55 cpm loaded.

$1000 sign on to Qualified drivers.
Home most weekends. Call:

(843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghi-
way.com. EOE

Miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –
Get FAA approved Aviation Main-
tenance Technician training. Hous-
ing and Financial aid for qualified
students. Job placement assistance.

Call AIM 866-314-3769

Real Estate/ Land for Sale

HUNTER'S PARADISE WITH
POND $3375 PER ACRE! 45 min-

utes from Nashville. Tracts from
41 to 560

acres with timber, food plots, and
views. Call 931-629-0595

Real Estate/ Mobile Homes

Mobile Homes with acreage.
Ready to move in. Seller Financing

with approved credit.  
Lots of room for the price, 3Br
2Ba. No renters. 850-308-6473

LandHomesExpress.com

a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR MONDAY 08/26/2013 THROUGH 09/01/2013

LOOKING FOR OLDER

GENTLEMAN 70+ for friend-
ship & companion.  Please call
933-9628.                 8/23-9/3,pd

1979 NUWA 27' 5TH

WHEEL CAMPER with many
updated accessories.  New
awning, water heater, water sys.
refrigerator, elect. converter,
leveling jacks, & more.   Good
air cond.  Asking $3,850.  call
850-342-9918       8/30-9/13,pd

SARA'S CORNER US 19 S. be-
hind Courtyard Flea Market see
signs. Variety Tables, Lamps, Many
Household items, Large variety of
baskets, Nice old wood desk, good
condition. Stop by and Browse. Sat-
urdays 9am - until.               8/30,pd

LABOR DAY SALE

BAILEY'S BARGAINS

Will be open  Labor Day
weekend, Friday - Monday
9am-5pm  "Antiques - Gifts -
Collectables & More"  
Located at 52 Depot St. 
Lamont, FL   850-264-2181.

8/30,pd

Free
FREE DONKEYS- two gray fe-
males to satisfactory home(s). Ginny
(mother) is 3+ years; Deidra (daugh-
ter) is 2+ years.                  8/30,tfn,c

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL ACTION

THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE, FOR 

THE BENEFIT OF CWABS, INC., 

ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 

2006-26,

Plaintiff, CASE NO.: 33-2010-CA-000233

vs. DIVISION: 

SHANNA THOMAS A/K/A SHANNA A. THOMAS N/K/A SHANNA DATTILE

N/K/A SHANNA DATTILE N/K/A SHANNA DATTILE , et al,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Mortgage Fore-
closure dated August 14, 2013 and entered in Case No. 33-2010-CA-000233 of the
Circuit Court of the SECOND Judicial Circuit in and for JEFFERSON County, Florida
wherein THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE, FOR THE BENEFIT OF
CWABS, INC., ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-26 is the Plaintiff
and  SHANNA THOMAS A/K/A SHANNA A. THOMAS N/K/A SHANNA DAT-
TILE; THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SHANNA THOMAS A/K/A SHANNA A.
THOMAS N/K/A STEPHEN DATTILE; STEPHEN B. THOMAS; THE UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF STEPHEN B. THOMAS N/K/A SHANNA THOMAS; MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INCORPORATED AS NOMINEE
FOR BAC HOME LOANS SERVICING, LP;  are the Defendants, The Clerk of the
Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at 
NORTH DOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE LOBBY IN JEFFERSON COUNTY,
MONTICELLO, FLORIDA 
at 11:00AM, on  the 19th day of September, 2013, the following described property as
set forth in said Final Judgment:
SITUATE IN THE TOWN OF MONTICELLO, FLORIDA, AND PARTICU-

LARLY DESCRIBED AS BEING ENCLOSED WITHIN THE FOLLOWING

BOUNDARY LINES, TO-WIT:

BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WESTERN BORDER OF WAUKEENAH

STREET OR ROAD, 75 FEET IN A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION FROM THE

NORTHEAST CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND

WHICH WAS CONVEYED UNTO J. T. MCCLELLAN AND J. HOWARD MC-

CLELLAN BY ETHEL T. LAMAR AS EXECUTRIX AND TRUSTEE UNDER

THE TERMS OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF WILLIAM B.

LAMAR, DECEASED, BY DEED DATED JUNE 1, 1938, AND OF RECORD IN

THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JEFFERSON

COUNTY, FLORIDA, IN DEED BOOK YY, PAGE 205 AND TO WHICH REF-

ERENCE IS HEREBY MADE, (SAID POINT OF BEGINNING BEING AT THE

SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND

WHICH WAS CONVEYED BY J. T. MCCLELLAN AND LEILA MCCLEL-

LAN, TO DORRIS MCCLELLAN BY DEED DATED SEPTEMBER 18, 1947

AND OF RECORD IN SAID CLERKS OFFICE IN DEED BOOK FFF, PAGE

507 AND TO WHICH REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE) AND RUNNING

THENCE SOUTHERLY AND ALONG THE WEST BORDER OF SAID WAU-

KEENAH STREET OR ROAD A DISTANCE OF 75 FEET, THENCE RUN-

NING WEST A DISTANCE OF 150 FEET, THENCE RUNNING NORTH 75

FEET, AND THENCE RUNNING EAST 150 FEET, MORE OR LESS, AND TO

THE POINT OF BEGINNING, THE LOT OF LAND HEREBY CONVEYED

BEING IN THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SEC-

TION 30, TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST, AND BEING THE SAME

LAND CONVEYED TO MYRTLE M SHUMAN, GRANTOR HEREIN, BY

RUDOLPH RITAYIK, AND PAULINE RITAYIK, HUSBAND AND WIFE, BY

DEED DATED JUNE 26, 1970 AND RECORDED IN 0RB39, PAGE 686, PUB-

LIC RECORDS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA AND TO WHICH REF-

ERENCE IS HEREBY EXPRESSLY DIRECTED.

A/K/A 575 SOUTH WAUKEENAH STREET, MONTICELLO, FL  32344 

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within sixty (60)
days after the sale. 

WITNESS MY HAND and the seal of this Court on August 14, 2013.
Kirk B. Reams
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By:Sherry Sears
Deputy Clerk                                     8/30, 9/6/13
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Farm & Outdoors

The Week of  August 30, 2013 through September 6, 2013
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
August 31
3:20 AM
*9:30 AM
3;30 PM
*9:45 PM

Sunday, 
September 1

4:00 AM
*10:10 AM

4:20 PM
*10:30 PM

Tuesday, 
September 3

5:30 AM
*11:30 PM
5:40 PM

*11:55 PM

Wednesday,
September 4

6:10 AM
*12:10 PM
6:20 PM

Thursday,
September 5
*12:35 AM

6:50 PM
*12:55 PM
7:10 PM

Friday,
September 6

*1:10 AM
7:30 AM
*1:40 PM
7:50 PM

Friday,
August 30
2:30 AM
*8:40 AM
2:50 PM
*9:10 PM

Monday, 
September 2

4:45 AM
*10:50 AM

5:00 PM
*11:20 PM

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

LC#CAC1817300

LC#CAC1817300

Thank You
Jefferson County Schools for choosing...

STEWART
HEATING &

COOLING INC.

STEWART
HEATING &

COOLING INC. 850-342-3294

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

• Sales • Service • Installation 
• Change-Outs

Monticellos Only Local A/C Company

veryone from
Florida who
joins the Arbor

Day Foundation in Sep-
tember will receive 10 free
live oak trees as part of
the Foundation’s Trees for
America program.

Through Trees for
America, everyone is en-
couraged to plant trees for
the benefit of  the environ-
ment and quality-of-life.
With one million mem-
bers, the Arbor Day Foun-
dation is the nation’s
largest nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to plant-
ing trees.

“Those who plant live
oak trees will enjoy shade
and splendor for years and
years to come,” said John
Rosenow, founder and
chief  executive of  the
Arbor Day Foundation.

“These trees will also add
to the proud heritage of
Florida's 165 Tree City
USA communities. For the
last 36 years, Tree City
USA has supported effec-
tive urban forest manage-
ment across Florida, and
planting these trees will
enhance the state’s tree-
planting tradition.”

The trees will be

shipped postpaid at the
right time for planting be-
tween October 15 and De-
cember 10. The 6- to
12-inch trees are guaran-
teed to grow or they will
be replaced free of  charge.
Planting instructions are
enclosed with each ship-
ment of  trees.

New members of  the
Arbor Day Foundation
will also receive The Tree
Book, which includes in-
formation about tree
planting and care.

To receive 10 free live
oak trees, send a $10 mem-
bership contribution to
Ten Live Oaks, Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor
Ave., Nebraska City, NE
68410, by September 30,
2013, or join online at ar-
borday.org/september.

Join The Arbor Day Foundation In
September And Receive 10 Free Live
Oak Trees For Planting In Florida
E

lorida Fish and
Wildlife Conser-
vation Commis-

sion (FWC) biologists are
asking the public to report
sightings of  three rare
snake species: Florida
pine snake, southern hog-
nose snake and short-
tailed snake. Citizens can
help with research on
these species by reporting
sightings online. 

“Reports from the
public will aid us in deter-
mining where these
snakes live and their sta-
tus,” said Kevin Enge,
FWC research biologist.

All of  these snake
species have been peti-
tioned for federal listing.

The three species are
found in dry, upland habi-
tats and spend most of
their time underground.
They are only occasion-
ally seen moving along the
surface or crossing a road.

For each report, the
citizen is asked to provide
the location where they
saw the snake and the
month and year the obser-
vation occurred. Re-
searchers are also
requesting citizens to sub-
mit photos of  the snakes,
when possible, to verify

identification.
Reports can include

live or dead animals.
Although these

species are nonvenomous,
citizens should avoid han-
dling or disturbing them.

For more information

about living with snakes
and to submit sightings to
the FWC, visit
MyFWC.com/Conserva-
tion, select “How You Can
Conserve,” and choose
“Snakes” under “Living
with Wildlife.”

FWC Asks Public To Report
Sightings Of Rare Snakes
F

Florida pine snake

southern hognose snake

eptember means
pencils, books
and teacher’s

dirty looks for the young-
sters, but it also means
state fair season. That’s
when the world’s largest
zucchini squash is at its
prime, of  course. The farm
animals are all shed off
and shiny and cute, their
horns polished to diamond-
like perfection by hard-
working and hopeful kids.

The state fair is an an-
nual pilgrimage of  sorts,
the fairgrounds another
temporary home. We need
to touch base with turkey
legs, corn dogs and deep
fried everything. We who
sport gray in our hair, or
no hair at all, can look with
relief  at that giant sling-

shot that shoots high
school kids into a state fair
orbit. It’s a relief  because
no one expects us to do
that. And when we were
young enough to actually
do that, thankfully,  the di-
abolical state fair scientists
hadn’t invented the darn
thing yet.

Cruising around, you
get to see everyone at their
best. Best fair-type cloth-
ing. Best behavior. Best
smiles. If  you scowl at any
point during a visit to the
state fair, you either aren’t
trying very hard or some-
one ran off  with your date.

And we make those lit-
tle secret promises to our-
selves, too. You see, we’d
love to win a ribbon for
making a quilt, or raising

an animal, or taking a fab-
ulous photograph or com-
ing up with the best
painting in the whole state.
But not all of  us can do
those things. Maybe there
should be some other cate-
gories for the rest of  us,
such as finding a parking
spot close to the fair-
grounds that doesn’t cost
$5. Practical things. Or
how about a ribbon for not
missing a day’s work all
year? Or for being a nice
guy and always letting
other drivers change lanes
in front of  you.

Somehow, though, we
have to be content with just
knowing we did those
things, so we can feel like a
state fair blue-ribbon win-
ner inside.

S

Free Saltwater Fishing
Day September 1

Free fishing days
provide an excellent op-
portunity for parents
who don't yet have li-
censes to take youth fish-
ing, or avid anglers to
introduce a friend to fish-
ing without having to
purchase a license. On
September 1, the fishing
license requirement is
waived for all recre-
ational anglers (residents
and non-residents).

he Florida Fish
and Wildlife
Conservation

Commission (FWC) is of-
fering a free hunter safety
In t e r ne t - c omp le t i on
course in Jefferson County.

The class is at the
Beau Turner Youth Con-
servation Center, 9194
South Jefferson Highway,
Monticello. Instruction is
from 1 to 5 p.m. Aug. 31.

Students must com-
plete the Internet course

before coming to class and
bring a copy of  the final re-
port from the online por-
tion of  the course. The
final report form does not
have to be notarized.

An adult must accom-
pany children under the
age of  16 at all times. Stu-
dents should bring a pencil
and paper with them to
take notes.

Anyone born on or
after June 1, 1975, must
pass an approved hunter

safety course and have a
hunting license to hunt
alone (unsupervised).

The FWC course satis-
fies hunter-safety training
requirements for all states
and Canadian provinces.

People interested in at-
tending this course can
register online and obtain
information about future
hunter safety classes at
MyFWC.com/Hunter-
Safety or by calling 850-413-
0085 or  850-265-3676.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission Offers Free Hunter Safety Course

T
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