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n an emergency
meeting on Mon-
day evening, Aug.

12, the Jefferson County
Commission made its case
to the Florida Department
of  Revenue (FDOR) rela-
tive to Tax Collector Lois
Howell-Hunter’s 2013-14
budget; as Howell-Hunter’s
attorney, Timothy Qualls,
made the case for his
client, who was not in at-
tendance.

Representing the
FDOR at the meeting were
Howard Moyes, deputy
program director of  prop-
erty taxes, and Cathy
Galavis, budget supervisor.

How did the FDOR
come to be involved?

By Florida Statutes, a

tax collector can choose to
be a budget or a fee officer
every four years, and this
year, Howell-Hunter de-
cided to exercise the option
to become a fee officer.
Meaning that her office
will operate off  a percent-
age of  the fees she collects
and that the FDOR, rather
than the commission, ap-
proves her budget. 

Typically, such a deci-
sion wouldn’t be an issue.
In fact, 52 of  the state’s 67
tax collectors are fee offi-
cers. What makes the deci-
sion an issue, according to
the commissioners, is that
Howell-Hunter is asking
for a large increase in ex-
penditures for the new
budget year, compared
with previous years.

Further complicating
the issue -- again from the

commissioners’ point-of-
view -- is an ongoing law-
suit against the Tax
Collector’s office stem-
ming from an employee’s
termination. That lawsuit,
commissioners say, has al-
ready cost $53,000 in legal
fees, and the proposed
budget requests $100,000
for legal fees in the coming
fiscal year. 

It’s the commission-
ers’ contention that a pos-
sibility exists that local
taxpayers will be put on
the hook for the court costs
stemming from the law-
suit. It’s additionally the
commissioners’ allegation
that Howell-Hunter has re-
fused to allow the attorney
for the county’s insurance
carrier to participate in
the defense of  the lawsuit,
putting the county at risk

that the insurance carrier
will not pay for any dam-
ages arising from the law-
suit.

Not true, Qualls (How-
ell-Hunter’s attorney) told
the commission on Mon-
day evening. His side, he
said, was more than will-

ing to share the case with
the attorney for the insur-
ance carrier. It was the lat-
ter attorney who had
refused to participate
jointly, he said. Rather, the
attorney for the insurance
carrier wanted to handle
the case solely, which was
unacceptable to his client.
Who, by the way, was enti-
tled to legal representation
of  her choice the same as
any other constitutional
officer, Qualls asserted. 

It was Qualls’ further
contention that the litiga-
tion and budget were sepa-
rate and distinct issues,
and that the commission’s
combining of  the two was
merely muddying the wa-
ters. 

And into just such
muddy waters were the
FDOR representatives

drawn in on Monday
evening, if  reluctantly. In-
deed, it was evident from
their demeanor that the
FDOR representatives did-
n’t expect, or appreciate,
being brought into the
middle of  a local political
squabble. 

FDOR Deputy Direc-
tor Howard Moyes’ intro-
ductory comments were
generally generic and non-
committal. His depart-
ment’s role was to review
the Tax Collector’s budget
and ensure that it was nei-
ther excessive nor defi-
cient, he said. In doing so,
his department would com-
pare the proposed budget
to the department’s previ-
ous budgets, as well as
compare it with budgets of  
Please See 
BUDGET Page 3
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he attorneys for
Tax Collector Lois
Howel l -Hunter

hammered home their
points in a 30-minute meet-
ing with the Jefferson Jour-
nal on Wednesday morning,
Aug. 14, in the Tax Collec-
tor’s office. 

The Journal’s reason
for the meeting was to af-
ford Howell-Hunter an op-
portunity to respond to the
allegations of  county com-
missioners relative to her
budget for the coming fiscal
year, and the legal costs as-
sociated with the litigation
that her office is involved
in. 

Tallahassee Attorneys
Timothy Qualls and
Stephen Webster, who are
representing Howell-
Hunter in the lawsuit filed
by Monticello Mayor Idella
Scott, were present and did
most of  the talking, partic-
ularly Qualls.  

Among the two attor-
neys’ various points, many
of  which they underscored
with appropriate citations
from Florida Statutes, the
budget and the litigation
are separate and unrelated
issues, and any attempt to
join the two was akin to
mixing apples and oranges. 

It was a point Qualls
couldn’t stress enough.   

The Tax Collector, by
virtue of  Florida Statutes
and the intent of  the Legis-
lature, is permitted to be a
fee officer - an option that
she can choose to exercise
every four years and one
that 52 of  the state’s 67 tax
collectors have chosen,
Qualls said.

The reason that the
Legislature in its wisdom
allowed the state, in the
form of  the Florida Depart-
ment of  Revenue (FDOR), to
approve tax collectors’
budgets was to dispel even
the slightest perception that
a commission or other tax-
ing authority might have
undue influence over the
agency that collected the
taxes, Qualls said, quoting
from Florida Statutes. 

It was a point that he
repeated forcibly numerous
times. Those entities that
levied and imposed taxes
and those entities that col-
lected the taxes should be
wholly separate and inde-
pendent of  each other so it
wouldn’t give even the per-
ception of  undue influence
or wrongdoing in the rela-
tionship. 

By the commission ap-
proving the budget, it gave
credence to the perception,
if  not the actuality, that the
commission had influence
over the Tax Collector,
Qualls argued. And remem-
ber, the Tax Collector, like
the Sheriff, was an office

that had the capability to
take away people’s property
and put them in jail, he said. 
The way the budget was set
up now through the FDOR,
it removed any and all per-
ception of  undue influence
from the taxing authorities
and made for a fairer and
more transparent process,
Qualls said.   

It was another of  his
points that the Tax Collec-
tor was an independent
agency, not subject to the
County Commission, and
that as such, Howell-Hunter
was entitled to legal repre-
sentation of  her choice, the
same as any other constitu-
tional officer. 

Nowhere in their read-
ing of  the county’s insur-
ance policy, Webster said,
did they find that the Tax
Collector was covered by
the county’s insurance.
What’s more, it was the in-
surance carrier’s attorney,
Linda Bond Edwards, who
had refused to share the
counseling, he said. 

In fact, in a letter from
Edwards to Qualls and Web-
ster dated March 14, 2013,
she states in part: “Both be-
fore and after March 1, 2013,
you have maintained, in
essence, that you and your
firm are the Tax Collector’s
selected counsel to repre-
sent her in the above-men-
tioned matter and that
Preferred Governmental In-
surance Company’s (PGIT -
- the insurance carrier)
appointment of  Rumberger
Kirk and Caldwell has no
impact on your firm’s con-
tinued representation. You
have advised that you do not
intend to transfer the file to
our firm. I want to make
clear that as the case-han-
dling attorney for the Board
of  County Commissioners
(BOCC), the named insured,
I am capable, available and
willing to represent the Tax
Collector in this matter on
behalf  of  the BOCC as ap-
pointed by PGIT.”

Edwards continued,
“Although I will monitor
but not participate in the lit-
igation on behalf  of  the
BOCC, I respect the Tax Col-
lector’s decision to retain
your firm as counsel and
the role and responsibility
that goes along with her se-
lection. Please be advised
that the BOCC will not be
responsible for any ex-
penses that you incur on be-
half  of  the Tax Collector in
this litigation…”

To which letter Qualls
and Webster responded in
part on March 22: “Our
client is outraged that you
have filed a notice of  ap-
pearance without her con-
sent and without speaking
with her. Moreover, our
client does not agree with,
as you put it, the ‘belief ’ of
PFIT and the attorney for
the BOCC that the Tax Col-

lector was a covered in-
sured under the policy
agreement (between PGIT
and the BOCC).”

The response contin-
ues: “You are correct in that
our client has not agreed --
and does not now agree -- to
follow the insurance com-
pany’s request to ‘transfer
the file’ over to your firm.
This is due to: (1) the lack of
any lawful authority au-
thorizing the BOCC or PGIT
to dictate the terms of  en-
gagement between the Hon.
Lois Howell-Hunter and her
counsel of  choosing; (2) the
lack of  lawful authority for
you to: ‘represent the tax
collector in this matter on
behalf  of  the BOCC’; (3) the
fact that the insurance pol-
icy does not cover the Tax
Collector; and (4), the con-
flict-of-interest that has
arisen between the Tax Col-
lector and the BOCC as to
our client’s representation
in this matter…”    

As for the issue of  the
pending lawsuit, the two at-
torneys said they were pre-
cluded from discussing the
suit while it was still in liti-
gation. What they would
say, however, was that they
had thus far been successful
in having three of  the five
original counts dismissed.
They further offered, if
obliquely, that Scott, also a
public figure, bore responsi-
bility for whatever legal
costs resulted from the liti-
gation.  

All Journal questions
specific to the budget and
the discrepancies and in-
creased expenditures al-
leged by commissioners
inevitably produced re-
sponses from the attorneys
of  the separate and unre-
lated nature of  the litiga-
tion and budget issues; the
statutory authority of  the
Tax Collector to have her
budget approved by the
state for reasons of  fairness
and transparency; and the
need for the removal of
even the perception of  the
commission having any in-
fluence over the Tax Collec-
tor via control of  the
budget.

Howell-Hunter, for her
part, asserted that the in-
surance company had never
contacted her when the suit
was initially filed; that she
had followed the appropri-
ate procedures in informing
the board of  her decision to
become a fee officer, submit-
ting the budget to the FDOR
by the Aug. 1 deadline, and
providing the board with a
courtesy copy of  the
budget; and that she was en-
titled to legal representa-
tion of  her choosing, the
same as any other constitu-
tional officer. 

She further suggested
that the present brouhaha
was largely politically moti-
vated.  

or landowners
and others con-
cerned about the

possibility of  a sinkhole de-
veloping on their properties
or even under their very
houses, a new study should
offer some comfort. 

Although the study
won’t prevent sinkholes, it
will provide a tool for as-
sessing the risks and vul-
nerability of  certain areas,
as well as offering mitigat-
ing strategies. 

The study is timely,
given the news this week
that a sinkhole caused a sec-
tion of  a 24-unit luxury re-
sort villa in central Florida
to partially collapse,
months after another sink-
hole elsewhere in the state
swallowed a house and a
man in his bed.

The three-year
statewide study, which is
being funded by the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and
Florida Division of  Emer-
gency Management
(FDEM) to the tune of  $1.08
million, begins this fall with
a pilot program in Hamil-
ton, Columbia and Suwan-
nee counties. So reports the
Florida Department of  En-
vironmental Protection
(FDEP). 

Conducting the study
will be the Florida Geologi-
cal Survey and the FDEM.

The results of  the pilot
study, according to the
FDEP, will culminate in pro-
duction of  a model that will
generate a map showing the

relative vulnerability of  the
three counties to potential
sinkhole formation. The
model will then be used to
produce a statewide map
during the following two
years. 

“Florida’s geology is
complex and this grant will
allow the Florida Geological
Survey to produce a predic-
tive tool that will refine our
understanding of  sinkhole
occurrence throughout the
state,” said Dr. Jon Arthur,
director of  the Florida Geo-
logical Survey. “Ultimately,
this assessment will aid
planners, builders and envi-
ronmental regulators for
the betterment of  human
health and safety as well as
the economy.”

Sinkholes are consid-
ered a common, natural fea-
ture of  Florida's landscape,
given the several thousand
feet of  porous limestone un-
derneath. That’s because
naturally acidic groundwa-
ter and rainwater dissolves
limestone, leaving behind
void spaces. The resulting
void spaces can then lead to
the formation of  sinkholes,
caves, and springs, all of
which are called karst fea-
tures.

Per the FDEP, the infor-
mation gathered in the
study will be used to im-
prove the Florida Enhanced
Hazard Mitigation Plan risk
assessment section on sink-
holes, as well as its corre-
sponding mitigation
strategies. 

“Sinkholes present a

potential hazard to many
Floridians throughout the
state,” said FDEM Director
Bryan W. Koon. “By better
understanding sinkhole
vulnerability in Florida, we
will be better able to prevent
loss of  life and property and
keep Florida’s families
safe.”
The study results from
Tropical Storm Debby,
which produce record rain-
fall last June, triggering the
formation of  sinkholes. Pre-
ceding the storm, most of
the state had been experi-
encing an extreme drought,
resulting in lowered water
levels in the aquifers. The
result, according to the
FDEP, was an outbreak of
sinkholes when rainwater
caused dry underground
voids -- previously filled
with water -- to collapse.

Expected benefits of
the study include more ef-
fective mitigation planning
to reduce loss of  life and
property by lessening the
impact of  sinkholes on
Florida’s population and in-
frastructure; better under-
standing of  sinkhole
susceptibility; and an in-
creased understanding of
Florida's karst terrain and
hydrogeology. 

The assessment is ex-
pected to help environmen-
tal regulators, growth
management planners, the
construction industry and
local governments in devel-
oping protective designs to
mitigate the risks of  sink-
hole occurrences.
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he Jefferson County Sheriff ’s
Office (JCSO) is currently seek-
ing the owner of  a horse

that the department picked up last
month. 

The horse was collected
from a homestead along Old
Lloyd Road.

JCSO reported that deputies
received a complaint on July 23,
from a resident along Old Lloyd Road
that someone’s horse was on their prop-
erty. 

JCSO picked up the horse and moved
it to a temporary location to be cared for
until the owner(s) could be located, and/or
a disposition made by Sheriff  David
Hobbs.

To date, the owner(s) of  the stray

horse has not been identified. 
As a result of  the inability of  JCSO to

be able to find the owner, the horse will be
permanently placed in a foster home. 

The owner has five dates from the
date of  this publication (August 16,
2013), to reclaim the horse. If  the
owner(s) fail to step forward to re-
claim the horse within the allot-
ted five days, it will be
permanently placed as described.
The owner(s) can reclaim the

horse by describing it, and showing
proof  of  ownership.
Once the ownership of  the horse has

been established, any fees for costs of
housing, and feeding the horse must be
paid, and the horse will be returned to the
rightful owner.

To claim the horse call the JCSO at
997-2523, any time, 24 hours per day, even
on weekends. 

Focus of Meeting Is On Tax Collector’s Budget
(Tax Collector Responds To Critics)

Jefferson County 
Tax Collector 

Lois Howell-Hunter

I

Tax Collector’s Attorneys Make
Case For State-Approved Budget  

T

JCSO Seeks Owner Of Horse

T

Study To Map Areas 
Of Sinkholes In State 
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ou can still
make a dona-
tion to the July

Fourth Fireworks Show,
put on by the American
Legion Post 49 and the
VFW Post 251. For your
convenience, Fireworks
accounts are at both local
Monticello banks, Farm-
ers & Merchants Bank
and Capital City Bank.
The program and show
have been rescheduled for
Saturday, August 31. Make
a donation and help make
this year's show spectacu-
lar! For more information
call 850-997-2973. The
Ladies Auxiliary will hold
a carwash on the morning
of  the 31st and, the Lions
Club will hold a home-
baked sale in the parking
area of  the Monticello
News. Be sure to help
these two groups in rais-
ing funds for their com-
munity services.

Dr. Willie T. Williams
offers ‘FREE’ educational
services for those needing
help with schoolwork,
GED help, reading, and
the like. She’s local and is
available to any and all
with just a phone call to
850-997-5743.

Barbara Ann Cox
tells me that Gabrielle
Consulting celebrated the
grand opening of  its new

office on June 24. Presi-
dent and CEO Dr.
Gabrielle welcomed
clients and guests to the
newly established Leader-
ship Development Center,
a first in the area for pro-
fessional leadership de-
velopment training. The
company was recently
named the Tallahassee
Chamber of  Commerce
‘Sole Proprietor of  the
Year’. The business spe-
cializes in instructional
systems design, human
performance technology,
motivation, digital mar-
keting, and technology-
mediated learning. It
inspires leadership in oth-
ers and teaches people to
improve motivation, per-
formance, and learning.
Gabrielle Consulting is lo-
cated at 3035 Eliza Road,
in Tallahassee, 850-321-
8222, GabrielleConsult-
ing.com.

Ann Noder sends me
a timely, consumer story
to share: Did you know
filling out a job applica-
tion could be a ticket to
identity theft? When you
fill out applications,
you're putting nearly all
of  your personal informa-
tion… full name, Social
Security number, address,
background… on paper,
and often placing it in the

hands of  a stranger. So,
what can you do to protect
your identity? Here are a
couple of  key tips. • Omit
your Social Security num-
ber and politely indicate
that it will be provided
upon employment. This
information is required
for payroll and tax pur-
poses, but doesn't need to
be in the hands of  dozens
of  potential employers; •
If  you're dropping your
application off  in person,
don't just hand it over to
the first employee you see.
Make sure you're giving
your application to the
manager or someone in
the Human Resources de-
partment. 

Thank you goes out to
Mrs. Ruth P. Blake for the
recycling of  her old Mon-
ticello News papers. She
has her niece bring them
by our office every couple
of  months. She lives on St.
Augustine Road and has
always done her part in
keeping her neighbor-
hood picked up and clean.
Mrs. Blake is 96 years of
age.  

The second annual
Full Moon Apiary Essay
Contest opened August 1.
The essay topic this year
is ‘Queen for the Day:
What's Going on in Your
Hive?’ The essay must be
typed with double spac-
ing, and no more than 500
words. The contest is open
for children ages 10 to 14.
Essays must be submitted
between August 1 and
September 15. The winner
will receive a deluxe bee-
keepers beginner kit,
which includes hands
on instructions on bee-
keeping and construction
of  a beekeeping box. It
will also include a colony
of  bees that will be deliv-
ered next spring. This is a
$350 value. For more in-
formation about entering
contact Coordinator Re-
becca Hogg at 850-997-
3974.

2 • Jefferson County Journal Friday, August 16, 2013online.ecbpublishing.com

Established 2007
       A weekly newspaper [USPS 361-620] designed
for the express reading pleasures of the people of its
circulation area, be they past, present or future resi-
dents.
       Published weekly by ECB Publishing, Inc., 180
West Washington St.  Monticello, FL 32344. Periodicals
postage PAID at the Post Office in Monticello, Florida
32345.
       POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
MONTICELLO NEWS, P.O. Box 428, Monticello, FL
32345.
       This newspaper reserves the right to reject any ad-
vertisement, news matter, or subscriptions that, in the
opinion of the management, will not be for the best in-
terest of the county and/or the owners of this newspaper,
and to investigate any advertisement submitted.
       All photos given to ECB Publishing, Inc. for publica-
tion in this newspaper must be picked up no later than 6
months from the date they are dropped off. ECB
Publishing, Inc. will not be responsible for photos beyond
said deadline.

P.O. Box 428 
180 West Washington

Street 
Monticello, Florida

32345
850-997-3568 

Fax 850-997-3774
Email: monticellonews

@embarqmail.com

ClAssifiEd And lEgAl Ads

Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 3:00 p.m. for Wednesday’s paper,
and Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. for Friday’s paper.

Deadline for Legal Advertisement is Monday at 3:00 p.m. for Wednesday’s
paper, and Wednesday at 3 p.m. for Friday’s paper.

There will be a $1000 charge for Affidavits.

CirCulAtion dEPArtmEnt

Subscription Rates:

Florida $45 per year 

Out-of-State $52 per year

E-Pub $25 per year

Emerald Greene 

Publisher/Owner

lAzAro AlEmAn

Senior Staff Writer

Veiwpoints

JEFFERSON COUNTY JOURNAL

Drop 
A Note To 
Debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com

Deb’s
Notes

STINGERS

*All stingers are printed anonymously, 
however the news staff reserves the right to not print offensive material.

oBAmA’s grEAt EConomy:
9 million People unemployed this year, while
4.2 million out of work for over 6 months.
900,000 jobs created this year, but only
200,000 are full time.

EmAil your  
stingErs to:

monticellonews@embarqmail.com

‘Brew’ Ha Ha:
Conversations for Coffee

Amber Houston
Staff  Writer

t must have
been a couple
months ago that

Abercrombie & Fitch
(A&F) had one of  the
worst public relations
faux pas in the history of
public relations.

The comments that
A&F CEO, Mike Jeffries
came under fire for hap-
pened back in 2006, but
when they reemerged in
May, the man was com-
pletely unapologetic. In
2006, Jeffries was ‘defend-
ing the exclusivity’ of  his
brand. What that comes
down to is that—well, the
Salon article tells it best.
When asked about the ef-
fect of  sex appeal on sales,
Jeffries said, “’It’s almost
everything. That’s why we
hire good-looking people
in our stores. Because
good-looking people at-
tract other good-looking
people, and we want to
market to cool, good-look-
ing people. We don’t mar-
ket to anyone other than
that.’ 

“As far as Jeffries is
concerned, America’s un-
attractive, overweight or
otherwise undesirable
teens can shop elsewhere.
‘In every school there are
the cool and popular kids,
and then there are the
not-so-cool kids,’ he says.
‘Candidly, we go after the
cool kids. We go after the
attractive all-American
kid with a great attitude
and a lot of  friends. A lot
of  people don’t belong [in
our clothes], and they
can’t belong. Are we ex-
clusionary? Absolutely.’”

When these com-
ments resurfaced in May,
he had to issue two apolo-
gies, because the first was
absolutely puerile and
just not good enough. On
A&F’s Facebook page, Jef-
fries wrote that he “seri-
ously regrets” that his
“choice of  words was in-
terpreted in a manner
that caused offense.” Real
mature.

Most four-year-olds
say the same thing when
they apologize to their
siblings with, “I’m sorry
that you got mad at me

and told mom.” In this
case, it was basically, ‘I’m
sorry you got mad at me
and told the journalists
and the internet. Now go
away—you’re affecting
my sales.’

The CEO’s hiring and
business practices are as
questionable as his ability
to apologize. First, he only
hires teeny tiny people.
You’ve probably noticed if
you frequent any one of
their stores. Not to men-
tion the 2004 class-action
lawsuit that many minori-
ties filed against the com-
pany for either not hiring
based on ethnicity or put-
ting minorities in back
rooms to work where no-
body could see them. 

They’ve also had sev-
eral public outcries over
their products, such as
the 2002 protests over
their thongs marketed for
middle school girls. An-
other real gem were the
tee shirts for high school
girls that read (no, I’m not
lying), “Who Needs A
Brain When You Have
These?” “Gentlemen Pre-
fer Tig Ol’ Bitties” and
“Do I Make You Look
Fat?” Lastly, while they
stock up to XXL in their
men’s line (presumably
for beefy ‘all-American’
football players, whatever
‘all-American’ is sup-
posed to mean), their
largest women’s jeans are
but a size ten. This, in a
world where 67% of  buy-
ers are considered to be
‘plus-sized.’

The brand is all about
exclusivity, superiority
based solely upon looks,
white supremacy, and sex
appeal. Do we really want
that marketed to our kids?

Nicholas, my fiancé,
is classically handsome.
He has muddy blonde hair
unless it is cropped short,
in which case it gleams
golden. He is broad of
shoulder, blue of  eyes,
and undeniably mascu-
line. Most of  the time, he
smells of  woods or oil or
leather. He has a strong
jawline, a button nose,
and hands that swallow
mine up when he holds

them. He can carry me to
bed, fast asleep, as eas-
ily—and as often, poor
Nic— as a couple bags of
feed on his family’s farm.
He is strong and well built
and exceedingly hand-
some.

While he has strug-
gled with his weight, he
struggles more with his
body image—that is, how
he sees himself  more so
than how he actually
looks. That struggle
began when he was
young, and it was neither
because his parents didn’t
encourage him enough,
nor because his commu-
nity never praised him.

It’s because compa-
nies like A&F spoon-fed
him the horrible lie that
he had to be chiseled,
gym-toned, so-called per-
fection to be considered
attractive. 

After the May faux
pas, A&F sales dropped
17%. All over YouTube
and Facebook, people
were protesting. There
were organized boycotts.
People participated in ‘re-
branding’ attempts, giv-
ing A&F clothing away to
the homeless to reduce
the exclusivity of  the
brand. It gave me hope in
humanity. It showed me
that people don’t support
millionaire bullies like
Jeffries, and don’t stand
by while others are made
to feel unworthy. 

The school year is
fast approaching, and
back-to-school shopping is
upon us. As you shop, con-
sider what the clothes you
buy your children say
about them, and what
they say to other children.
Ask yourself: are their
clothes validating and
perpetuating the ideas of
the brand? Do they repre-
sent exclusivity and the
idea that if  a child isn’t
stick-thin or gym-toned,
(s)he isn’t attractive?

Of  course you want
your kids to look well put-
together— and they can
without designer clothing
and without lining the
pockets of  vain, greedy
millionaires like Jeffries.

What Those Clothes Say About Your Kid

I
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FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he Aucilla Christian Academy cross-country teams will be holding a
team car wash on August 24, from 8 a.m. until noon.
The car wash is $5 per car, and will be held at the Florida Farm Bureau

office on South Jefferson Street.
All proceeds will go toward team expenditures during the season.
So if  you want the best service for the fairest price, and to help the athletes to

compete during the season, come on out, and get the best service in town, and with
a smile. 

ACA Car Wash August 24

T

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing 
Staff  Writer

onticello Acting & Dance Com-
pany (MADCO) presents ‘Little
Shop of  Horrors on the Fri-

days, Saturday, and Sundays of  Septem-
ber 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, and 29; with
an opening night special on Friday the
13th. Prepare for a scary night of  fun!

In honor of  broken mirrors, black
cats, and lucky rabbit’s feet, MADCO is
offering a special ‘buy one show only
ticket/get one for 50 percent off ’ discount. 

Call the Monticello Opera House at
850-997-4242 to find out how to get this spe-
cial offer, as this is only for Friday the 13th
of  September. Tell them that Audrey Two
sent you!

Dinner is extra of  course, so make
your reservations now.

Little House Of Horrors Friday The 13th Special

M



like-size operations in sim-
ilar counties, he said. 

If  significant in-
creases requests were
noted, compared with pre-
vious years’ requests, his
department would asked
for justification of  the in-
creases from the Tax Col-
lector, he said. 

“We always ask for the
input of  commissioners to
see what their budgets
are,” Moyes said. “If  a
county has a zero-increase
policy, we try to work with
the tax collector to abide by
the policy.” 

Or if  the commission
had specific concerns
about the budget, it should
communicate these con-
cerns to the FDOR as soon
as possible, he said, adding
that his department had
until Sept. 15 to finalize the
budget.      

Commissioner Hines
Boyd presented the case for
the commission, possibly
more forcibly than some of
his colleagues might have
wished.  His two basic con-
tentions were that the Tax
Collector’s budget had
blown a $176,000 hole in the
county’s previously bal-
anced budget, and that the
Tax Collector’s expendi-
tures request for the com-
ing year greatly exceeded
what the department had
historically expended. 

Among the several ex-
penditures that Boyd
specifically cited were
$15,000 for accounting,
$5,000 for promotion, and
$100,000 for legal fees. 

“I question if  that’s a
legitimate cost for Jeffer-
son County taxpayers to
pay,” Boyd said of  the
$100,000. 

“This is not about rev-
enues,” he told the FDOR
in summary. “This is about
a dramatic increase in ex-
penditures; that’s the prob-
lem. She (Howell-Hunter)
didn’t think she was going
to get it from us, so she de-
cided to go to the FDOR.”

On a separate issue,
Commissioner Betsy
Barfield questioned a
$334,194 charge listed on
the proposed budget that
the Tax Collector would
collect from the county in
the future. What was this
all about? Barfield wanted
to know.

Moyes explained that
as a fee officer, Hunter was
entitled by law to charge
the various taxing author-
ities, including the county,
a commission per transac-
tion for collecting and pro-
cessing the various taxes,
licenses and such. Then,
whatever excess monies re-
mained at the end of  the
fiscal year beyond the bud-
geted costs for her opera-
tion, the Tax Collector
would turn over to the
county, he said. 

Barfield told the FDOR
that discrepancies existed
between the numbers that
the Tax Collector was rep-
resenting on the proposed
budget submitted to the
FDOR and the actual
amounts that the Board of
County Commissioners
had approved in previous
years. 

“These are not the
budget numbers that we
approved for the last cou-
ple of  years,’ Barfield said,
calling some of  the num-

bers erroneous or inflated.
She asked that the FDOR
request a breakdown from
the Tax Collector detailing
how she had arrived at the
conflicting numbers. It was
agreed between the board
and the FDOR that the Jef-
ferson County Clerk of
Court would submit copies
of  past-approved budgets
and audits of  the Tax Col-
lector to the FDOR for the
latter’s review and consid-
eration.   

The exchange between
Boyd and Qualls was testy
at best. Qualls started by
saying that he found what
the commissioners were
saying “less than 100 per-
cent accurate.”  Every-
thing that the Tax
Collector had done was in
strict accordance with
Florida statutes, and he
was frankly astonished by
certain of  the allegations,
Qualls said.   

“The law has been fol-
lowed to the ‘T’,” he said
more than once. “It’s an
open, transparent process.
Don’t rush to judgment.
Let the Tax Collector get
the budget approved the
way the Legislature set.”    

Boyd and Qualls en-
gaged in a rapid back-and-
forth that essentially
underscored the wide gap
between the two, even
when it came to the most
basic facts. Boyd main-
tains that the county’s lia-
bility insurance covers
Hunter, and that by refus-
ing to allow the attorney
for the insurance company
to participate in the law-
suit’s defense, the county
and its taxpayers are being
put at risk for court costs.
Boyd went so far as to al-
lege that if  anyone stood to
gain from protracted litiga-
tion, it was Qualls’ law
firm.

Qualls countered that
his reading of  the insur-
ance policy indicated it
covered the commission,
but not the Tax Collector;
otherwise, the insurance
carrier would have stepped
forward to defend the Tax
Collector when the lawsuit
was initially filed. More-
over, as a sovereign elected

official, Howell-Hunter had
the right to select the coun-
sel of  her choosing the
same as the Sheriff, Clerk
of  Court or any other con-
stitutional officer, he said. 
What’s more, the insur-
ance carrier’s attorney
representing Hunter would
be in a conflict-of-interest
if  she represented the Tax
Collector, as the attorney’s
interest were basically
aligned with the commis-
sion, which was in conflict
with the Tax Collector. As
it was, however, it had been
the attorney for the insur-
ance carrier who had re-
fused to participate, Qualls
said.

“I said, ‘Let’s work to-
gether as co-counsel,”
Qualls said he told Attor-
ney Linda Bond Edwards
of  Rumberger, Kirk and
Caldwell. “Instead, she
asked us to transfer our
files to them.”

“I think that the only
interests that aren’t
aligned is you,” Boyd said.
“The most egregious con-
flict is yours, Mr. Qualls.”

Qualls said he was ap-
palled to be accused of  a
conflict-of-interest. 

At which point County
Attorney Paula Sparkman
spoke up, reminding the
participants of  the need to
maintain civility.  

In the end, Barfield
apologized for her part in
the controversy and ap-
pealed to all sides to work
together for the good of  the
taxpayers.

“By all means, let’s
work together,” Qualls
said.

The FDOR, for its part,
indicated that it would take
into consideration and pos-
sibly factor into its deci-
sion of  the Tax Collector’s
budget whatever docu-
ments and other materials
the county submitted,
along with the commis-
sioners’ individual and col-
lective concerns, within
reason.

As Moyes suggested to
the commission at one
point, “You can request
anything you like,” which
suggestion he followed
with a Cheshire cat-like

grin.
As for the commis-

sion, it approved three sep-
arate measures. One was a
memo instructing all con-
stitutional officers that
henceforth if  they decided
to opt out of  the county’s
umbrella liability insur-
ance, they must notify the
board and make accommo-
dations in their respective
budgets for the costs of  the
separate insurance cover-
age.

A second memo, ad-
dressed specifically to
Howell-Hunter, formally
informed her that if  she
persisted in refusing to
allow the county’s insur-
ance company to partici-
pate in her defense, “you
leave the county no other
choice than to consider
that you, individually, have
assumed the responsibility
for payment of  any adverse
monetary judgment and
costs.”

Finally, in a 4-1 vote
(with Nelson voting
against), the board agreed
to set aside $100,000 in a
contingency fund for po-
tential legal fees in the
event the lawsuit resulted
in a judgment against the
Tax Collector’s office. The
caveat was that the com-
mission would decide if,
and how, the money would
be expended, especially
when it came to paying the
attorneys’ fees.   

Howell-Hunter, in a
subsequent written re-
sponse to the Journal on
Wednesday, Aug. 14, con-
veyed the following: 

“I have followed
Florida law in electing to
have the Department of
Revenue approve my
budget. Pursuant to
195.087(2), Florida Statutes,
I hand delivered a courtesy
copy of  my proposed
budget to the Board. Prior
to delivering the budget to
the Board, I informed the
Board of  my intent to sub-
mit the proposed budget to
the Department of  Rev-
enue for approval in accor-
dance with Florida law. 

“The Legislature has
created a process by which
Tax Collectors’ budgets are

approved by the Depart-
ment of  Revenue and not
by local governments. The
Legislature has deter-
mined that property tax
collection should be super-
vised by the Department of
Revenue, and that tax col-
lection business and budg-
ets must: “be free from the
influence or even the ap-
pearance of  influence of
the local governments that
levy property taxes and re-
ceive property tax rev-
enues.” (197.603, Florida
Statutes.)

“Commissioner Hines
Boyd has been very vocal
and unprofessional in ex-
pressing his opinion on
this issue. I take exception
to his barging into my of-
fice during business hours
in the presence of  my staff
and customers ‘expressing
his discontent’ on my ef-
forts to increase trans-
parency and protect the
citizens by following
Florida law and having the
Department of  Revenue,
and not the Board, approve
my budget. 

“Mr. Boyd is attempt-
ing to make this personal,
but this is about conduct-
ing business in the best
way possible to protect the
citizens. The next month,
whereby the Department
of  Revenue will approve
my budget, will be trans-
parent and is designed to
protect the citizens of  the
Jefferson County political
subdivision from even the
appearance of  undue influ-
ence between my office and
the Board.

“The legal fees in-
curred by my office stem
from a lawsuit filed by
Mayor Idella Scott. I am
within my rights to protect
the citizens from this law-
suit and to seek and secure
my own counsel to repre-
sent the interest of  the Tax
Collector’s office in the
aforementioned lawsuit. I
take my responsibility as
your Tax Collector seri-
ously and am honored to
serve the great citizens of
this political subdivision;
for anyone to insinuate
otherwise is offensive and
a disservice."
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Solo Traveler
Seeks Roommate
Easynest.com, a web-

site based in San Francisco,
is a site developed for single
travelers to seek out other
singles who are traveling
and are interested in shar-
ing a hotel room. Travelers
can set up a profile, exam-
ine others profiles and mes-
sage through the site to
select potential roommates.
The website claims its
shared hotel rooms helps
single travelers save money
and also provides “the op-
portunity to meet new
friends, build your network,
create new opportunities,
exchange on the city and
learn.”

Breakfast Ends 
In Standoff  
With Police
In Berwick, England,

two men who broke into a
diner looking for breakfast,
ended up in a five-hour
standoff  with police. The
men were armed with
knives and refused to come
out after police discovered
them inside the café. After
five hours of  negotiating,
the men surrendered and
were arrested on suspicion
of  burglary. Diner owner,
Angela Marshall, said, “Ap-
parently they were hungry
and wanted some quiche.”

iPad Games Going
To 

The Dogs
In New York, dog

trainer Anna Jane Gross-
man, is beginning a class
for dogs and owners on
teaching the dogs to use
their noses to tap an iPad
screen in order to launch an
app designed for the dogs to
play. Grossman says about
25 people have signed up so
far.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal says cats have been play-
ing on iPads for a while now.
T.J. Fuller and Nate Murray
developed the iPad app
“Game for Cats,” which en-
courages cats to swat at a
laser pointer, mouse or
moth on the screen. The app
has been downloaded more
than one million times.

Cat food maker,
Friskies, has developed its
own app that allows cats to
chase a virtual animal.
They have also developed
“You vs. Cat” a game that al-
lows you to compete with
your cat. Friskies has a run-
ning score on its website:
28.2 million points for cat to
19.7 million points for peo-
ple. App creator, Eric
Sutherland said, “Humans
are just getting pummeled.”

Designer 
Handbags Are
Collateral For

Loans
In Hong Kong, you can

now obtain a loan using a
designer purse as collateral.
The Yes Lady Finance com-
pany offers immediate
loans on Gucci, Louis Vuit-
ton, Hermes or Chanel
handbags. Prada handbags
are considered. Yes Lady
holds the purse and will
loan 80 percent of  its value.
Customers get their purse
returned after repaying the
loan at four percent
monthly interest over a
four-month period. The
four-year-old company re-
cently gave a loan in excess
of  $20,000 for a Hermes
Birkin bag.

Surgeon Arrested
For Keeping 
Contents In 

Patient’s Stomach
In Krasnoyarsk, Rus-

sia, a Russian surgeon was
arrested for taking a five-
gram bag of  heroin he
found in a patient’s stom-
ach. Police said the doctor
was intoxicated at the time
of  his detention. The sur-
geon can face up to 15 years
in prison for theft and pos-
session.

World 

News



August 17, 19
Opera House Stage Com-
pany will hold open audi-
tions for the
comedy ‘Arsenic and Old
Lace’ on Saturday, begin-
ning at 3 p.m. and on Mon-
day, beginning at 7 p.m. at
the Monticello Opera
House. Show dates will be
the first three weekends of
November. Judy Turner
will direct.

August 17
Half-N-Half  Four Band at
the Dixie Community Cen-
ter at 7 p.m. on Saturday
for music and dance. Re-
freshments and good fel-
lowship are available
during intermission. For
more information contact
Kenneth Price at 1-229-263-
7231. DCC is a nonprofit or-
ganization.

August 19
Al-Anon meetings are held
at 8 p.m. on Mondays at the
Anglican Church, 124 Jef-
ferson Avenue in
Thomasville. For more in-
formation go to www.al-
anon.alateen.org.

August 19
AA will meet at 8 p.m. on
Monday at the Christ Epis-
copal Church Annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information, call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

August 19, 22
Fun Fitness Classes for all
levels! Mondays and
Thursdays: Golden Girls
Revival 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. and
Girls Revival with Core
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. For more
information contact Doris
Bishop at 850-591-0085 or go
to www.GirlsRevivalFit-
ness.com.

August 20
TobaccoFree Jefferson
Partnership Meeting from
4 to 5 p.m. on Tuesday at
the Jefferson County
Health Department Annex
Building, 1175 West Wash-
ington Street in Monti-
cello. All community
members are invited to at-
tend.

August 20
The Palmer Place Book
Club will meet on Tuesday
at 6 p.m. at the Brick House
Eatery to discuss its most
recent book ‘Snow Island’
by Katherine Towler. The
meeting will begin with
the discussion and selec-
tion of  the next book, and
then attendees will share
their views about the book
of  the month. Contact Abi
Vandervest at 850-997-4607
for more information. All
are welcome to join for the
discussion, to help select
the next book, and to sug-
gest authors.   

August 20
Chamber After 5 will be
held at Capital City Bank
on Tuesday evening. This
quarterly meet and greet
will be combined with the
retirement of  Bank Presi-
dent Bill Gunnels. Gunnels
also served on the Monti-
cello/Jefferson County
Chamber of  Commerce
Board for many years.
Chamber members and
area friends are invited to
wish Gunnels well and to
welcome New Community
Bank President Justin
Forehand. For more infor-
mation, contact Monti-

cello/Jefferson County
Chamber of  Commerce Di-
rector Melanie Mays at 850-
997-5552.

August 20
Jefferson County Lions
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on
the first and third Tuesday
at the Brick House Eatery,
in the community room for
a program and business
meeting. For more infor-
mation about this organi-
zation and its fundraising
efforts, contact Lion Deb-
bie at 850-997-0901. 

August 20
AA classes are held on
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. for those
seeking help. The classes
are held at the Harvest
Christian Center, 1599
Springhollow Road. Con-
tact Marvin Graham, pas-
tor, at 850-212-7669 for more
information.

August 21
Monticello Kiwanis will
meet at 12 p.m. on Wednes-
day at the Jefferson Coun-
try Club for lunch, a
program and a meeting.
For more information, con-
tact Rocky Gavins at 850-
997-2646. 
August 22 - September 19
Covenant Hospice is offer-
ing a six-week grief  sup-
port group from 6:00 to 7:30
p.m. beginning on Thurs-
day, at the Covenant Hos-
pice Office, located at 1921
Capital Circle NE, in Talla-
hassee. Those who attend
will have the opportunity
to explore their grief  in a
safe and caring environ-
ment, as the feelings of
grief  and loss can be over-
whelming. The support
group meetings will run
for six Thursday evenings.
The support group is free
but registration is re-
quired. Light refreshments
will be served. To register
for this support group, or
for additional information,
contact Bobbie Massey,
LCSW at 850-575-4998 or
email to  bobbie.massey@
covenant.hospice.org. 

August 22
AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information call
850-997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

August 23
Rotary will meet at 12 p.m.
on Friday at the First Pres-
byterian Church, in the fel-
lowship hall, for lunch, a
meeting, program, and
speaker. For questions or
comments, contact Neill
Wade at 850-545-4940. 

August 23
Monticello Jamboree Band
will perform music for
dancing at 7 p.m. on Friday
at 625 South Water Street.
There will be doorprizes,
cold soft drinks, and
snacks. Everyone is wel-
come to come dance, listen
to some of  the finest
music, and just enjoy some
fun and camaraderie with
neighbors and friends.
This is a nonprofit charita-
ble event; donations are ac-
cepted. For questions or
concerns, contact Curtis
Morgan at 850-933-8136 or
Bobby Connell at 850-445-
0049.

August 26
Martin Luther King Com-

munity Center will meet 6
p.m. on the last Monday at
the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-997-
3760 for more information.

August 27
Silver Dome Chapter of
the American Business
Women’s Association will
meet at 6 p.m. on the
fourth Tuesday. To reserve
seating for this dinner and
program meeting, contact
Hospitality Chairwoman
Ann Walker at 850-556-
4729. For more informa-
tion about ABWA contact
Von Holmes at 850-212-
7373. The membership will
be happy to have you join
for a wonderful time of
fun, information and fel-
lowship.

August 27
Triple L Club (LLL) will
meet for a program and
luncheon at 10:30 a.m. on
the fourth Tuesday at
First Baptist Church Mon-
ticello. A program,
potluck luncheon and
good Christian fellowship
will be provided. Contact
Ethel Strickland at 850-
509-9445 for more informa-
tion.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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MARJIE 
ZYLSTRA

arjie Zylstra, 54,
passed away Sat-
urday August 3,

2013 at home with her fam-
ily. She was retired from
the Federal Department of
Corrections where she
taught vocational horticul-
ture for many years. She
had a talent for making
plants and people grow
and blossom. Marjie had a
special place in her heart
for “her soldiers” and sup-
ported those on deploy-
ment with e-mails, letters
and care packages. At
home, she was active in
the Patriot Guard, a mo-
torcycle club dedicated to
ensuring dignity and re-
spect at memorial services
honoring fallen military
heroes, first responders
and honorably discharged
veterans.

Marjie was quick to
laugh and had a loving
heart. She was there for
those who needed her, and
she was so grateful to all
those who came to her aid
in her time of  need. She
said many times how
lucky she was to have such
good family and friends. In
retrospect, we were the
lucky ones.

Marjie embraced life
with joy and determina-
tion, as evidenced by the
cross-country motorcycle
trip she made with hus-
band TZ and good friends
RC and Kim just a few
weeks before her passing.
She returned with stories
of  desert heat, mountain
snow, salt air and walrus
seals, and cool dark forests
of  redwood and sequoia. It
was the adventure of  a life-
time. Her last wish was
that those who mourn her
do so with a happy heart.
Her life was cut short, but
it was lived fully. Remem-
ber her with a small tear
and a big smile.

She was preceded in
death by her parents John
and Marjorie Trimble. She
is survived by her hus-
band Tommy (TZ) Zylstra,
daughter Dawn Schmigel
(Terry), son TJ Zylstra,
grandchildren Brandon,
LeVonna, and Trey, step-
mother Jean Trimble,
brothers, Spencer Trimble
(Geanne), David Trimble
(Candace) and Mike Trim-
ble (Kendall), and sister-in-
law and dear friend Spirit
Zylstra.

Saturday, August 17
from 1:00P.M. to 4:00P.M at
the pavilion at Lake Talla-
vana (Hwy 12 outside of
Havana) there will be a cel-
ebration of  Marjie's life. 

Obituary

JEFFERSON COUNTY CRIME BEAT
All information is printed as taken from the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office.  All
Suspects Should Be Considered Innocent Until Proven Guilty In A Court Of Law

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

ames Dennis
Miller, 72, of
Greenville, FL,

was arrested July 30 by
Florida Highway Patrol
(FHP) and charged with
driving under the influ-
ence. Bond was set at $500
and he bonded out of  jail
the same day.

William Harvey Burn-
ham, 19, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested July
31 by the Jefferson County
Sheriff ’s Office (JCSO),
and charged with cultiva-
tion, possession of  a con-
trolled substance,
possession of  parapherna-
lia, and possession of  alco-
hol by a person under the
age of  21. A total bond of
$20,500 was set and he re-
mained at the County Jail
August 15.

Victor Wendell Miller,
27, of  Tallahassee, was ar-
rested August 1 by the
JCSO and charged with
sexual battery. Bond was
set at $250,000 and he re-
mained at the County Jail
August 15.

Henry German, 44, of
Tallahassee, was arrested
August 1 by the JCSO on
an outstanding Leon
County warrant for his ar-
rest, charging him with
failure to appear on the
charge of  contempt of
court. He was turned over
to Leon County authori-
ties the same day to face
charges there.

Robert Mitchell, 66, of
Hahira, GA, was arrested
August 2 by the JCSO, on
an outstanding Lowndes
County warrant for his ar-
rest, charging him with
failure to appear on the
charge of  possession of
cocaine. He was turned
over to Lowndes County
authorities August 6 to
face charges there.

Brooke K, Carlton, 22,
of  Hartsfield, GA, was ar-
rested August 3 by the

JCSO, and charged with
grand theft and resisting a
merchant. A total bond of
$3,500 was set and she
bonded out of  jail the
same day.

David Michael Gavin,
30, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested August 5 by
the JCSO, and charged
with two counts of  viola-
tion of  probation on the
charge of  violation of
community control. Bond
was withheld and he re-
mained at the County Jail
August 15.

Ricky Bellamy, 18, of
Jefferson County, was ar-
rested August 5 by the
JCSO, and charged with
failure to appear on the
charge of  grand theft, and
failure to appear on the
charge of  trespass on
property. Bond was with-
held and he remained at
the County jail August 15.

Ever Alexi Betanco,
29, of  Jefferson County, as
arrested August 6 and
charged with domestic
battery. Bond was set at
$1,500, and he bonded out
of  jail the same day.

Marcia Crankfield, 35,
of  Dothan, AL, was ar-
rested August 6 and
charged with violation of
probation on the charge of
grand theft; and violation
of  probation on the charge
of  uttering a forgery. She
was released on her own
recognizance the same
day. 

Terri Levi Watson, 31,
of  Miami, FL, was ar-
rested August 6 and
charged with violation of

probation on the charge of
burglary with a person as-
saulted; and violation of
probation on the charge of
aggravated battery on a
pregnant victim. Bond
was withheld and he re-
mained at the County Jail
August 15. 

Antonio Lara-
Aguinaga, 31 of  Live Oak,
FL, was arrested August 6
and charged with driving
while license suspended,
driving under the influ-
ence, and driving under
the influence with an un-
lawful blood alcohol level
of  .145 or higher, (.269, and
.262). A total bond of
$10,000 was set and he re-
mained at the County Jail
August 15.

Dalton Levi Majors,
19, of  Ocoee, FL, was ar-
rested August 7 on Leon
County warrants for his
arrest, charging him with
fleeing and eluding law en-
forcements officers, and
no valid driver’s license. A
total bond of  $10,000 was
set and he was turned over
to Leon County authori-
ties the same day to face
charges there.

Jakarlton Lavontaye
Bellamy, 23, of  Lamont,
was arrested August 7 and
charged with violation of
probation on the charge of
battery. Bond was with-
held and he remained at
the County Jail August 15.

Maurice Henry, 34, of
Tallahassee, was arrested
August 7 and charged with
writ of  attachment. Bond
was set at $365 and he was
released on  his own recog-
nizance the same day.

Jackson Daniel
Briggs, 43, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested Au-
gust 7 on an outstanding
Leon County warrant for
his arrest, charging him
with failure to appear on
the charge of  criminal
mischief. He was turned
over to Leon County au-
thorities the same day to
face charges there. 

M

J

State Archives of Florida, Florida Memory
Monticello Garage and R.W. Pearce Auto Sales, way

back in 1910.
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Did You Know?
Food For Thought:

Stephen Baldwin worked in a pizza parlor,

Jean-Claude Van Damme delivered pizzas,

Bill Murray was a pizza maker,

Madonna worked at Dunkin’ Donuts.

Julia Roberts worked in an ice cream parlor,

Queen Latifah worked at Burger King,

Andie McDowell worked at McDonalds, 

as did Quintin Tarentino,

Jennifer Aniston worked as a waitress in a

burger cafe.

There’s hope for all of us!

August 17
Jefferson County Ministe-
rial Conference will be
held at 6 p.m. on Saturday
at the Elizabeth Dill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.
Guest speaker will be
Evangelist Georgiana
Barker. All pastors and
ministers are encouraged
to attend this informative
meeting. Rev. Willie Web-
ster, pastor. Rev. Ben Ran-
som, president. For more
information, call 850-342-
4694.

August 18
C.H. Henry Chapter #20
Order of  Eastern Star,
PHA will hold its 56th an-
niversary at 4 p.m. on Sun-
day at the Hickory Hill
Missionary Baptist
Church located at 493 Bas-
sett Dairy Road. Join as
they celebrate through
praise and worship.

August 18
Mt. Ararat A.M.E.
Church, located off  South
Waukeenah Highway, will
celebrate its annual ‘Pas-
toral Appreciation’ for
Rev. Margaret Brown at 3
p.m. on Sunday. Program
speaker will be Rev. Tis-
dale and the St. Phillip
A.M.E. Church Choir.

August 18
Springfield AME Church,
located at 1732 Piney
Woods Road, invites the
community to join with
them for their ‘Pastor's
Appreciation’ program as
they celebrate their pastor
Rev. Stefon McBride on
Sunday at 4 p.m. Rev.

Stacey G. Lindsey and the
Mt. Zion AME Church
family of  Havana will be
in charge of  the service.
Come help celebrate this
true servant of  God. For
more information contact
the church at 850-997-5400. 

August 21
New Hope Church of  God
will host a blood drive
from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday at the Jeffer-
son Square Plaza next to
the Winn Dixie store.
Donors will receive a free
t-shirt and a wellness
checkup, including a cho-
lesterol screening. Sign up
in advance with Barbara
Dansby by calling 850-464-
7188, or just stop at the
bloodmobile on the day of
the event.

August 21
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach,
serving the community on
the first and third Wednes-
day of  each month from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Volunteers
are always needed, to dis-
tribute food items and to
donate non-perishable
food items. Call and leave
a message for JoAnne
Arnold at 850-997-2252, or
850-997-1084, or go to ea-
g lewingsmont ice l lo@
yahoo.com or  www.first-
presbyterianmonticello.
org.

August 23
Christ Episcopal Church
Brotherhood will host a
Cuban Style Dinner from 6
to 8 p.m. on Friday

evening to raise money for
a clean water project for
two villages in Cuba. The
cost of  the meal is a $10 do-
nation per plate, eat in or
take out, at the Christ
Episcopal parish hall, lo-
cated at the corner of
North Jefferson and York
Street. For advance tick-
ets, see any of  the men
from the Church. To get
more information on this
fundraising event, call
Bobby Henderson at 850-
997-3865, or 850-491-3279, or
call Jack Williams at 850-
933-9726.

August 23
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick and
a special scripture mes-
sage every Friday at 7:30
p.m. The Tent is located at
295 West Palmer Mill in
Monticello. Call 850-342-
3541 for more information.

August 23, 24
Second Harvest Food Pro-
gram, together with the
churches of  New Bethel
AME, Elizabeth MB, Hick-
ory Hill MB, Mt. Pleasant
AME and Philadelphia
MB, will provide food to
anyone needing assis-
tance, including the needy,
infants, and the elderly.
This is done monthly on
the fourth Saturday with
distribution from 8 to 9
a.m. at the New Bethel
AME Church, located at
6496 Ashville Highway.
Volunteers are also needed
to come on the Friday
evening before at 6:30 p.m.
to help bag the food pack-

ages. Contact Nellie Ran-
dell at 850-997-5605, or 850-
997-6929 to volunteer, or
for more information
about this program. 

August 24
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m. every
other Saturday at the Jef-
ferson County Bailar Pub-
lic Library. For more
information contact First
United Methodist Church
Ministry Chairman Bar-
bara Hobbs at 850-523-1813. 

August 24
Springfield AME Church
will hold a yard sale and
clothing giveaway on Sat-
urday morning in the
Monticello News parking
lot. For more information,
contact Rev. Stefon
McBride, pastor.    

August 25
Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate the 30th anniversary
of  their pastor, Rev. J.B.
Duval, on Sunday at 11
a.m. with Rev. J.W. Tisdale
and the St. Phillip AME
Church congregation in
charge of  the service pro-
gram. The Anniversary
Celebration will end at 4
p.m. with a sermon and
program from Rev. Del-
wynn G. Williams and the
St. John Missionary Bap-
tist Church congregation
from Panama City. Dinner
will be served. Come re-
ceive a blessing. For more
information contact Sis.
Betty Russell at 850-997-
4251, Memorial MBC Pas-
tor’s Aide Board. 

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

nited States Postal Service Rural Carrier Car-
olyn Reams received special recognition for
her 45-years of  service with the USPS on Sat-

urday, July 27. Her morning team and others were in at-
tendance to congratulate her.

She has documented over one million miles in her
years of  delivering mail in Jefferson County. She re-
members that when she started with the postal service
in 1968, a first-class letter only cost six-cents… WOW,
how time and postage have changed!

Her late husband, Laurie Reams, served the Lamont
Post Office for 47 years as a carrier; and her grand-
daughter, Amanda, runs Rural Route 3 in Monticello, so
the USPS seems to be a family tradition.

The Rural Carrier Motto is ‘Keep It Between The
Ditches.’

Reams Receives 

45 Year Service 

Award From USPS

Photo By Phil Sears, July 27, 2013.
In attendance to congratulate Carolyn Reams for her

45 years serving the USPS are, from left to right: Keith
Pierlie, manager of post office operations; Sherri Surles,
Saturday supervisor Route 6 carrier for Tuesday through
Friday; Carolyn Reams; and Charley Miller, district man-
ager.

U

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer 

mily Anderson, clerk and treasurer for the City
of  Monticello, spoke to the Rotary membership
recently, updating them on projects in the

works for Monticello.
She related that the City was currently in budget re-

view and approval, adding that decisions have been
reached to provide a three percent pay raise for City em-
ployees and increase aid to local non-profit organiza-
tions. 

She also noted that final authorization to proceed on
the Water Street Park project has been received from the
Florida Department of  Greenway and Trails. Survey and
construction documents are being prepared at this time,
with bids expected to be advertised sometime in Novem-
ber.  

She mentioned too that extensions to the current
sidewalks along Highway 90 and west to Holly Road have
been approved. 

On an interesting note, Anderson shared the story
about a Jefferson High School ring that had been discov-
ered in a City sewer pipe, with a date from the 1920’s. After
much research, the niece of  Margaret Wilson had been
found. She said that her aunt had passed away. Because
there is no other family, the niece had suggested the ring
be kept and possibly displayed at a future date for all the
community to see. 

Anderson concluded that as the City continues to
grow and provide excellent service to its citizens, maybe
a museum or the like could be made possible.  

‘Service Above Self ’ is the Rotary Motto. Anyone in-
terested in learning more about this service organization,
contact President Angela Gray at angelagray@
yahoo.com.

City Clerk Speaks
To Rotary

City of Monticello Clerk Emily Anderson.

E



AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

ricia Stafford
has lived in
Monticello for

the past nine years, a town
that resembled her grow-
ing-up years in Palm Bay,
FL.

“I was raised on a
ranch there,” Stafford
says. Unfortunately the
rural, small-town feel of
Palm Bay faded as the
town developed. 

“Palm Bay just grew
and grew,” Stafford said.
“I wanted my kids to grow
up in a small community
like I grew up in, so we
moved here.” Stafford’s
husband worked at Coca
Cola, so where they moved
had to be close to a coke
bottling plant.

“We couldn’t move to
Tallahassee, where the
plant actually is, because
we had cows and horses.
Jefferson County was per-
fect,” said Stafford.

Nine years ago, the

Stafford family moved.
During the move they had
to make several trips from
Palm Bay to Jefferson
County, a drive that takes
five hours each way. The
family also dodged a hur-
ricane during the move,
but Stafford couldn’t re-
member which one. The
move included so many
trips, because the
Staffords brought
“twenty-something” head
of  cattle, twelve horses,
and the household of  a
family of  four, along with
two children, ages one and
three. 

The two children,
Levi and Wyatt, now ten
and twelve, attend Aucilla

Christian Academy. The
family still farms. Stafford
owns her own bookkeep-
ing business and works at
Trophy Creek, the pawn-
shop that recently opened
next to Wag the Dog. 
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Local Business Directory

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bi l ly  S immon ’s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

850-948-3372
WE INSTALL METAL ROOFS

Herndon
Trucking

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

Raymond Herndon

office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

125 SW Shelby Ave.
Madison, FL 32340

Plumbing Repairs
Fixtures-Faucets
Sewer & Water Connections
Water Heater Repairs

Wells Drilled
Pumps Replaced
Tanks Replaced

All Repairs

Carlton Burnette
Master Plumber
850-973-1404Lic.# RF 0058445

Drilling
&

Repairs

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Bateries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND MUCH

MORE!

Full Automotive Services

YYoouurr  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  LLiissttiinnggss
TOWN & COUNTRY

TACK & RESALE SHOP
Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

G l e n d a  o r
C h r i s t y

Monticello News 997-3568

For Any of  Your  Advertisement Needs

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

American Outdoor
Power Equipment

We service all your outdoor power 
equipment needs, residential and commercial. 

Cost-conscious repairs on most makes and models.

Formally Peters Lawn and Garden
1106 Old Lloyd Rd, Monticello, FL

Open Tuesday - Saturday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Call us
850-997-0955

Doug’s Tree & 
Lawn Service

Lic. &  Insured

997-0039

Trimming • Stump Grinding
Mowing • Aerial Device
Removal • Bush Hogging

Maintenance
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way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
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• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
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• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!
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Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

Country Life Pet Boarding
Climate Controlled Indoor/Outdoor Runs
Come stay with me at the ranch

Sl
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p 
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e 
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se

P
lay in
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o
rral

www.goldenacresranchflorida.com

Email: 
bobbie.golden@gmail.com

Golden Acres Ranch, LLC

704 Barnes Road,
Monticello, FL

32344
850-997-6599
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Glenda 
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Monticellos Only Local A/C Company

PAPER 
BUNDLES

$2 EACH
MONTICELLO 

NEWS
180 W. Washington St.

850-997-3568

Read Your Local 
Papers Online 

ust a reminder
to everyone that
you can read the

actual Monticello News
and Jefferson County
Journal newspapers on-
line. 

The online edition of
the newspaper (called an
e-edition) is available not
only on computers, but
also on iPads, Kindles,
other tablets, iPhones and
Android phones. 

A one year subscrip-
tion to the e-edition is only
$25 per year. The online e-
editions become available
for viewing every Tuesday
and Thursday afternoon.

If  you would like to
subscribe to the e-edition
and the print edition, you
simply need to add five
dollars to the cost of  the
print subscription. Cur-
rent print subscriptions
are $45 in-county and $52
out-of-county. 

To view a sample of
the e-edition, go to on-
line.ecbpublishing.com.
start your subscription
today, or for more infor-
mation, call (850) 997-3568
or email loisr@embarq-
mail.com so we can get
the information on how to
get the online edition to
you.  

Meet Your Neighbor:
Tricia Stafford

J
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DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

ickets are on
sale now for this
year’s Joyful

Noise dinner, concert, and
silent auction. This an-
nual Big Bend Hospice
fundraising event sells out
early so purchase your
tickets now by contacting
Coordinator Michele
Brantley at 850-566-7491, or
850-997-2827, or email to

bigbendhospice.org.
Ticket cost is $25.
The benefit will be

held on Friday, September
27 at the First United
Methodist Church, in the
Family Ministry Center lo-
cated at 324 West Walnut
Street in Monticello. 

Doors will open at 6
p.m. and all proceeds will
benefit Jefferson County
Big Bend Hospice patients.

The Jefferson County
Advisory Council of  Big

Bend Hospice and the
First United Methodist
Church host this evening
event, and the prime rib
meal will be served to the
guests by area elected offi-
cials and other political
figures.

Big Bend Hospice has
been licensed since 1983
and has been proudly serv-
ing the community for 30
years. BBH is located at
205 North Mulberry Street
in Monticello.

Joyful Noise Scheduled 
For September 27

T

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 8, 2013.
Altrusa members gathered on Thursday afternoon for a potluck luncheon, after a

summer hiatus. No business meeting had been scheduled, just a good time with good
friends. Member Mary Frances Gramling faces the camera.

Altrusa Enjoys Time Spent Together

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 8, 2013.
Altrusa members Diane Freeman, seated, and Jane Vollertsen, standing, talk about

coming year plans during the Thursday afternoon lunch gathering.



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he schedule for
the junior varsity
Tigers has been

tweaked and updated, and
the roster has been re-
leased. 

Gridiron action be-
gins August 27 at 6 p.m.,
against Hamilton County,
away; September 5 at 6
p.m., Havana Middle,
home; September 10 at 6
p.m., Florida High Middle,
away; September 17 at 6
p.m., Quincy Middle,
away; and September 24 at
6 p.m., FAMU DRS, home.

October 1 at 6 p.m.,
Dixie Middle, away; Octo-

ber 8 at 6 p.m., Wakulla
Middle, home; and wind-
ing up the season, October
22 at 6 p.m., Quincy Mid-
dle, away.

The JV Tigers in-
clude; Ricky Murray, quar-
terback/running back;
Jayshawn Francis, corner-
back; Jahmari Hollman,
offensive line/defensive
line; Raquan Green, cor-
nerback/wide receiver;
Davion Brockman, wide
receiver; Rashone Miller,
wide receiver/safety;
Keyshaundre Wade, run-
ning back; Daniel
Hawkins, running
back/linebacker; Malik
Thompson, offensive
line/defensive line;
Lazarus Tucker, offensive
line/defensive line; Tron
Neely, offensive line/de-
fensive line; Randall
Smith, wide receiver/cor-

nerback; Treon Patrick,
quar terback/running
back; Javion Patrick, wide
receiver/cornerback; Ken
Thomas, wide
rece iver/cor nerback ;
Kimiri Thomas, offensive
line/defensive line; Key-
maun Gillyard, offensive
line/defensive line; Danzel
Crumity, wide
receiver/free safety;
Cameron Morris, running
back/wide receiver; Mario
Zunisa, Charlie Ervin, of-
fensive line/defensive
line; Jermaine Jones, wide
receiver; Isreal Robles,
running back/cornerback;
Frank Steen, running
back/cornerback; Alex
Troutman, offensive
line/defensive line;
Lemicheal Troutman,
wide receiver; Gekobe
Smith, wide receiver;
Letroy Wise, Offensive
line/defensive line;
Tremaine Robinson, run-
ning back/wide receiver;
David Tinnell, offensive
line/defensive line;
Johnathon Tinnell, offen-
sive line/defensive line;
and Keymaus Bivins, run-
ning back/linebacker.
Coaching the junior var-
sity Tigers this year is Lu-
cius Wade.
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Humane Society

Dog Wash
Saturday, August 17

10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Dog Wash and Grooming
(donation $7) 

Ear Cleaning & Toe Nail Clipping
back by popular demand, (donation $7).
Pamper your pet and prepare them for Summer.
(Light ear clean, nail clipping & grooming) 

for a total of $12 donation. 
Wag the Dog (Behind New Location) 
Contact Jeri Kimbrel at 997-4932 for more 
information or if you want to help out.

Also Available for adoption

Marshmellow

Also Available for adoption

Adrienne

Also Available 
for adoption

Harper
Pet Adoptions at Tractor Supply

August 17th
Pet AdoptionsPet Adoptions 

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he schedule and the tentative
roster for the Aucilla Christian
Academy junior varsity War-

riors has been released. 
Gridiron action begins on Au-

gust 29, against Sherwood
Christian, at 6 p.m., away;
and continues against
FAMU on September 5 at 6
p.m., home; North Florida
Christian on September 12 at 6 p.m.,
away; Sherwood Christian on September
189 at 6 p.m., home; Governors Charter
on September 26 at 6 p.m., home; and
wrapping up the season is Governors
Charter on October 3 at 6 p.m., home. 

The tentative roster includes; ninth
graders, John Walker, center; Darren
Ellis, tight end; Logan Register, offensive

line, line backer; and Joe Hannon, run-
ning back/linebacker/quarterback;
eighth graders Joe Walton quarterback;
Logan Boyer, offensive line; Jake Prid-
geon, offensive line; Stewart Dalzell,
wide receiver/cornerback;, Jacob Dukes,
wide receiver/cornerback; and Hunter

Key, running back; seventh graders
Evan Courtney, offensive
line/defensive line; Ian
Hutsell, wide receiver/cor-
nerback; Ayush Patel, of-
fensive line/defensive line;

Andrew Burrus, wide receiver/defensive
back; and sixth graders, Joshua Eades,
offensive line/defensive line; Austin
Hebert, wide receiver/defensive back;
Brandon Hannon, wide receiver/defen-
sive back; and Jamieson Dalzell, wide re-
ceiver/defensive back..

Coaching the JV Warriors is Daryl
Adams. 

JV Warriors Roster And Schedule

T

JV Tigers Football Schedule and Roster

T

Express
Plows
Through
Macon

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he Sunshine
Express softball
team plowed

through Macon recently
for a 16-7 victory, to now
stand 18-4 on the season.

The Express jumped
out to a 7-0 lead and
never looked back. 

Jarvis Atkins went
four for four, with one
RBI.

Eldred Jennings
went four for four, with
one RBI.

Nick Russell went
three for four, with two
RBI’s.

Kelvin Jones went
two for four, with five
RBI’s, and one homerun.

Mario Rivers went
two for four with, four
RBI’s, and one homerun.

Calvin Holmes went
one for four, with two
RBI’s, and one homerun.

Puddle Daniels went
three for three, with one
RBI, and one homerun.

Joe Andrews went
three for three, with one
RBI, and one RBI.

Clark Mitchell went
two for four, with two
RBI’s.

Ernest Daniels went
two for four.

Kendall Cooksey
went two for four.

T



s the first day of  school ap-
proaches, we as Parents want to
make sure that we are prepared

for what lies ahead. Can we make the Grade? 
We must engage our children early and we must help

them develop an early mindset that Education is important.
We know that the right type of  parental involvement is criti-
cal to our children's academic success. Parents are their
child's first teacher. Listed below are ten top tips to help par-
ents Make the Grade and help our students succeed. 

1. Stress being on time and attendance! Research shows
that school attendance is the single most important factor in
your child's school success. Being late just ten minutes each
day means 30 hours of  lost instruction time each year. So
avoid scheduling doctor's appointments or family trips dur-
ing those school hours. Teach your child to set an alarm clock
so he/she can take responsibility for his/her own wake ups
and you can stop playing Big Ben. But do what it takes to
make sure your child is in classon time and ready to learn. 

2. Prioritize schoolwork. Stress that school and home-
work comes before friends, a job, or sports. Limit or restrict
TV, videogames and movies during school nights. Set high ex-
pectations that you expect your child to do his/her school-
work to the best of  his/her ability, and then make sure he/she
does by following through. If  he/she doesn't, set a conse-
quence. (Hint: Teens who did not graduate high school say
they would have preferred that their parents be stricter and
demand more of  them in their learning.) Set high educational
aspirations for your child. 

3. Be involved from the get go! Know what's going on in
your child's school and classroom. Monitor your child's school
progress. Read the school newsletters, volunteer, show up to
school events, and answer each communication. Check your
child's work, but don't do it for them! 

4. Partner with the teacher. Show up to every parent con-
ference and back-to-school events. Call for an appointment if
you see your child struggling. Maintain ongoing communica-
tion with the teacher and the school. Stay connected! Don't let
that report card surprise you. Know how your child is doing. 

5. Show daily interest. Create daily rituals such as, in the
carpool, during family meals or every night before your child
goes to bed to discuss school. Ask: "What did you do in
school?" not "How did you do?" Don't let a day go by that you
don't talk about what happened in your child's classroom and
what he/she is learning. 

6. Support your child's school activity participation.
Kid's who feel connected to their school are more likely to
have better grades as well as graduate. Encourage your child
to participate in school activities that match his/her interests
such as football, the chess club, band, or theatre. Then cheer
them on. 

Submitted by ACA
ucilla Christian
A c a d e m y
(ACA) is a

Christ-centered college
preparatory school with
grades prekindergarten
through 12 that has served
North Florida and South
Georgia families for over
40 years. 

With a faculty of  25
teachers, 13 staff  and well
over 300 students from
Perry, Madison, Monti-
cello, Tallahassee and
Quitman, Georgia, ACA is
pleased to announce the
addition of  six new teach-
ers and staff  which in-
clude: Jim Brannan of
Perry, Mona Lewis and
Thornton Davis of  Monti-
cello, Jerry Wilcox and
John Womble of  Valdosta
and Lisa Flournoy of

Madison. 
Jim Brannan, a vet-

eran school administrator
and teacher with over 30
years’ experience, will be
teaching college prepara-
tory classes in chemistry,
physics and physical sci-
ence. He is a graduate of
the University of  Florida
(B.S., Biology), Florida
State University (B.S., Ed-
ucation), Florida Agricul-
tural and Mechanical
University (M.Ed., Educa-
tional Leadership). He is
married to April Brannan
and is a gunsmith who en-
joys hunting, fishing and
sharing his passion for
science and the "Good
News" with students.   

Mona Lewis, who has
taught English and jour-
nalism on the secondary
level for 20 years, includ-
ing five years previously
(1996-2001) at ACA, will be
teaching Advanced Place-
ment (AP) literature and

composition, AP language
and composition and Eng-
lish III. A graduate of
Florida State University
(B.S., Public Relations and
English), she has been
married to Dave Lewis, a
local forestry consultant,
for 26 years. Their son,
Jacob, works in Madison,
Wisconsin; and daughter,
Abby, is a senior at Rhodes
College in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. She looks forward
to the rigor of  teaching
AP and being a part of
ACA’s ministry. A self-pro-
claimed homebody who
sews and bakes, Lewis
loves to read, walk her dog
on the family farm and
spend time with her fam-
ily.

Thornton Davis, a
teacher and experienced
coach (and player) on both
collegiate and high school
levels for nearly a decade,
will be teaching second-
ary physical education
and coaching varsity foot-
ball as an assistant and
varsity baseball as the
head coach. He is a gradu-
ate of  Florida Agricul-
tural and Mechanical
University (B.S., Physical
Education). Raised in
Bristol, he and his wife of
12 years, Cassie, have
three children enrolled at
ACA: Lindsey (11), Lauren
(6) and Bubba (4). He en-
joys golf, hunting, spend-
ing time with his family
and is passionate about
teaching high school stu-
dents and watching them
grow both physically and
spiritually.

Jerry Wilcox, an expe-
rienced foreign language
teacher on both high
school and college levels
and long-time missionary
to Mexico, will be teach-
ing Spanish I and II to sec-
ondary students. He is a
graduate of  Valdosta State
University (B.A., Spanish
Education). Born and
raised in South Georgia,
he has lived in Mexico and
Texas, among other south-
ern states, with wife, Deb-
orah, and their three
children: Jeremy, Joy and

Jonathan. He enjoys
spending time with his
family, reading, watching
movies and has a heart to
serve Jesus this year at
ACA.

John Womble, a new
teacher and experienced
historigraphical re-
searcher, will be teaching
AP economics, AP Ameri-
can history and world cul-
tures. He is a graduate of
Valdosta State University
(M.A., History). Born and
raised in Waycross, Geor-
gia, His wife is Jennifer .
He enjoys watching foot-
ball, shooting, spending
time with his wife and be-
lieves in providing young
men and women with a
solid Christian education.

Lisa Flournoy, a com-
munications professional
with broad experience in
the non-profit sector and
college recruitment, will
be serving as ACA's Direc-
tor of  Development, a
newly-created position.
As part of  the administra-
tion, she will be coordinat-
ing marketing, public
relations, communica-
tions, fundraising and the
new alumni association.
She will also be conduct-
ing school tours for
prospective students and
their parents.  A graduate
of  Valdosta State Univer-
sity (B.F.A., Communica-
tions) and ACA, she was
born and raised in Perry.
She and her husband of  18
years, Jim, Jr., have twin
sons, Jim, III and John,
who are entering high
school at ACA.  

She enjoys sports,
writing, designing web-
sites, reading and encour-
aging parents to invest in
a solid Christian-based ed-
ucation for their children,
just as her parents did for
her.   

Principal Richard
Finlayson cordially in-
vites parents to call 850-
997-3597 to schedule a visit
or visit online at www.au-
cilla.org. ACA welcomes
the opportunity to serve
area families.
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Parent Involement Matters
From the desk of Edna Henry, 

District Parent Involvement Coordinator 

School

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

Aucilla Christian Announces New Teachers And Staff

A

ACA Bus Drivers, Pictured Left to Right – Steve Weeks (Madison), Perry Marsh (Monticello), Brandi Hughes
(Perry), Willie Thomas (Substitute) and Joe Bellamy (Monticello). 

ACA Teachers & Staff, Pictured Left to Right – Front row: Lisa Flournoy, Kim Roccanti, Brandi Hughes, Mona Lewis, Kathy Joyner, Amanda Sapp, Debby Demott, Wanda
Hughey, Anne Kennedy; Second row: Debbie Love, Mary Beth Finlayson, Lisa Roland, Becky Lauth, Debbie Stephens, Jennifer Falk; Third row: Roslyn Bass, Michele Tharpe,
Tonya Roberts, Cathy Jackson, James Burkett; Fourth row: Daryl Adams, Shona Whiddon, Peggy Sever, John Womble, Colby Roberts, Jerry Wilcox, Dan Nennstiel; Fifth
row: Jim Brannan, Mandy Self, Clyde Cruce, Richard Finlayson, Kevin Harvin, Kevin Smith, Thornton Davis; Not pictured: Carol Aman.

Parents Making the Grade

A
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Legals

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

All Realty Services
Big-Bend - Florida

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker
HUD Registered Florida Broker

Monticello Office: 850-997-9994
Cell: 850-933-6363

*Available immediately, gas
station & convenience store
$600 per month

*Short sale, approval needed
by lender, 3 Bdrm, 2 Bth,
doublewide, mostly wooded
5 acres, near Ashville,
$45,000

*Plantation belt, 3 Bdrm, 2
Bth, front & back porches,
pasture, pond frontage, dou-
blewide on 5 acres, $82, 500

*Aucilla River frontage, 3
Bdrm, 2 Bth, doublewide,
big front deck, 11.42 acres,
30 miles from Gulf, $86,000
(make offer)

*Lamont Gas & Grocery C-
store plus 2 Bdrm, 2 Bth
home on over 1 acre,
$125,000 (seller motivated)

*Circa 1855, Christian Bless
home, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bth, on
.64 acres, 2193 sq. ft.,
$221,600

*Southern Belle, circa 1882,
5 Bdrm, 3 Bth, porches, car-
riage entrance, 4014 sq. ft.,
$259,000

*Beautifully wooded 5 acres,
$18,500, must love dirt roads

*Great hunting for bow &
arrow enthusiast, 5 acres,
hardwoods, $20,000, seller
says sell

*Advent Christian Village,
lot for homesite $16,000 in-
side the village

*$60,000 on Aucilla River,
deep section with spring, old
hunting camp, 2Bdrm/2Bth
single wide, 5 acres

*Hamilton County, 3000 ft
grass stip, private landing,
9592 sq. ft. home & hangar,
4 Bdrm/5 Bth, pool, 10.05
acres

*Riverfront lot for camping
or homesite, great fishing,
snorkeling & kayaking; on
Withlacoochee River
$14,000

*Deep woods, bring bug
spray and excavator, 300
acres only $600 per acre,
near Shady Grove

*40 acres just outside of La-
mont $48,000 great hunting
or investment tract, 15 miles
from Walmart

*58.77 acres, 25 acres ready
to replant, balance heavily
wooded, half mile deep at
deepest point, paved rd
frontage, within one mile of
corridor to state owned man-
agement lands $85,216

215 E Washington St., 
Monticello, FL 32344

Crossword Answers
(Puzzle on page 3)

2006 White Expedition
Eddie Bauer For Sale

Call (850) 464-1230 for more information. 
Very nice family car in very good condition.

NOTICE

The following units have been seized for non-payment and will be sold at public auc-
tion under the authority of the Self-Storage Act section 83:805, Florida Statues, on Au-
gust 24, 2013, 10:00am, at Monticello Mini Storage located at the Corner of York
and Railroad Streets, Monticello, FL.

Unit(s) #55 & 61 – Tedrick Dennis – household items

Unit #10- Martha Massey – household items

Unit #28 – Cassandra Thomas – household items

Unit #58 – Tony Massey – household items   

8/9,16/13

Automotive
1990  F-350  Ford Flat Bed with
Hyd. Lift Gate, PTO,  $2,800
OBO.   997-1582    3/13 tfn,c

2006 FORD EXPEDITION-

Eddie Bauer (white)  Great fam-
ily car, Very good condition.
Call  Paul  850-464-1230
5/29,tfn,c

MR.  STUMP

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

Wanted
WILL BUY USED GOLF

CARTS  needing batteries or re-
pairs.  Call 850-408-4713.  

6/21,tfn,c

FOUR SEASONS  LAWN

CARE PLUS 

Expert Mowing, Trimming, 
Edging, Debris removal,  

Serving Jefferson 
& Leon counties. 

Call 850-948-LAWN (5296)

For Rent
1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-

MENTS AVAILABLE. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

JEFFERSON PLACE
APARTMENTS 1468 S. Wau-
keenah St.  Office 300 Monti-
cello  1BR $452, 2BR $490.
available.  HUD Vouchers ac-
cepted.  (850) 997-6964
TTY711.  This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer.  1/25,tfn,c

3BR/ 2BA M.hOME available
south of Monticello. Also 2 -1
BR park models, furnished. Call
997-1638  between 9:30 am and
6 pm.  Office closed on Sunday.

7/10,tfn,c

For Sale
ALMA hONEY FARM has
pure raw honey for sale. Avail-
able in bear, hex and queenline
honey jars in sizes 2 oz. ($1.50),
8 oz. ($4.25), 12 oz. ($6.50) and
16 oz. ($8.50). We also have
1.5# pt. ($11.00), 2.5# qt.
($18.25), 5# 1/2 gal. ($25.00)
and 12# gal. ($38.00). To place
an order call or text 850-528-
3475 or e-mail dblilpyro@peo-
plepc.com.                  8/9-30/13

Real Estate
FOR SALE NOW OR FOR

RENT in Oct.  Lovely 4 BR
home in town. Amazing sale
price at $107,900. Details:
www.MonticelloRealEstate.info
and 631-0577.             8/14,16,cMOBILE hOME FOR SALE

3BR/ 2BA   Home of Merit,
1996,  $19,500.  Call Lily at
850-509-6616          8/14,16,pd

Help
Wanted

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT

JEFFERSON SENIOR CITIzEN

CENTER, Monticello. Education: 4
year college degree required, 2 years
experience working with geriatric
care.  Basic functions: responsible
for planning, organizing, developing
and directing overall operation of
JSCC.  Have experience in social
service, excellent communication
skills, computers, grants, fund rais-
ing and supervision experience.
Must have people skills.  Deadline
for resume is August 24, 2013
Phone 850-997-4232  Send resume
to : Jefferson Senior Citizen Center
Attn: Ruby Whitson 1155 N. Jeffer-
son St.  Monticello, FL  32344.  

7/31-8/16,c

ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

(SALESMAN) NEEDED.

Our newspaper office is seeking an
outstanding individual to join or
sales team.
Do you possess a sunny, friendly at-
titude? Can you talk with customers
easily and help them feel at home?
Do you have a good personality and
LOVE to talk on the telephone?
If you are a team player, able to han-
dle multiple tasks, have a friendly
can-do- attitude, a great work ethic,
are organized, and self-motivated
then this job might be just for you.
Apply in person only at the Monti-
cello News newspaper office, lo-
cated at 180 West Washington St., in
Monticello. 8/2/13 rtn

NOTICE OF JOB OPENING
Jefferson County Board of County
Commissioners is seeking applicants
for a  Part-Time Gate Attendant at
the County Solid Waste Department.
Job description and applications may
be obtained at the Solid Waste De-
partment located at 1591 S. Wau-
keenah Street, Monticello, Florida.
Essential Job Functions are:
Loads and unloads heavy material
from trucks. Moves equipment and
large bulky objects.  Performs custo-
dial duties.  Maintains grounds.
Rakes grass and waters plants.
Weeds flower beds.  Shapes hedges
and trims trees.  Cuts grass.  Plants
and fertilizes flowers.  May operate
tractor-mower in mowing grass on
right-of-way.  Picks up boxes and
other materials left by residents.
Needs to get along well with people
and be able to direct and explain
where the different types of materi-
als are to be disposed of.
Minimum qualifications are:
Knowledge of operation, mainte-
nance, capabilities, limitations and
safety aspects of equipment.  Ability
to understand and comply with oral
instructions.  Ability to read street
and traffic signs.  Ability to perform
manual labor.  Skill in using hand
tools.
Education and experience needed:
One (1) year experience in perform-
ing manual labor.  
Licenses, Certifications or regis-
trations: Possess a valid Florida
Drivers License and a valid Social
Security Card. 

Applications will be accepted
until 4:00 P.M., August 23, 2013
at the Solid Waste Department

located at 

1591 Waukeenah Street. 

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer.  

Drug Free Workplace.  Drug testing
is a required part of the 

pre-employment physical.  
Applicants with a disability should
contact the above office for accom-
modations.  For additional informa-
tion please call 342-0184.

8-9-23-13c

NORTh FLORIDA ChILD
DEVELOPMENT, INC. is
seeking a Family Case Manager.
Preferred a minimum of BS in
Social Work or related field, 2 or
more years’ experience in the
social work field.  Knowledge of
community social services agen-
cies, family involvement pro-
grams, and must have a
background in delivering rela-
tionship skills training to low-in-
come community.  Ability to
communicate effectively with
families and all NFCD staff.
Collaborate with program staff
to locate and refer families to
appropriate community services
as needed.  NFCD offers an at-
tractive benefit package (health,
dental, life, disability, sick leave,
etc.) Send resumes to
smcgill@floridachildren.org,
fax 850-639-6167.  DFWP/M-
F/7-5/EOE  8/9-16/13, c   

Help
Wanted

Adoption

ADOPT: A childless couple seeks
to adopt. Loving home with tender-
ness, warmth, happiness. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Regis &

David (888)986-1520 or text
(347)406-1924;www.davidandreg-
isadopt.com -Adam B. Skiar FL#

0150789

Auctions

AUCTION- August 28th. Beech
Mountain, NC. Commercial Prop-

erty; 1.68+/- acres. Former: Ski
shop; gift shop; (3) apartments;
10,500 +/- sqft.  Great location.

www.RogersAuctionGroup.com.
800-442-7906. NCAL#685.

Education

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at SC

gets you job ready! HS
Diploma/GED PC/Internet needed!

1-888-374-7294

help Wanted

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW! Learn to drive for US

Xpress! Earn $700 per week! No
experience needed! Local CDL
Traning. Job ready in 15 days!

(888)368-1964

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment
Operator Training! 3 Weeks Hands

On
Program. Bulldozers, Backhoes,

Excavators.
Lifetime Job Placement Assistance.
National Certifications. VA Bene-

fits
Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers
earn 50 up to 55 cpm loaded.

$1000 sign on to Qualified drivers.
Home most weekends. Call:

(843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghi-
way.com. EOE

Miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –
Get FAA approved Aviation Main-
tenance Technician training. Hous-
ing and Financial aid for qualified
students. Job placement assistance.

Call AIM 866-314-3769

Real Estate/ Land for Sale

OWNER MUST SELL! Beauti-
fully wooded homesite located

next to crystal clear mountain lake,
WISP Ski area and brand new golf
Course- only $79,900. Adjoining

lot sold for $249,900. Bank will fi-
nance. Call 301-387-8100, x 91

Real Estate/ Mobile homes

Mobile Homes with acreage.
Ready to move in. Seller Financing

with approved credit.  
Lots of room for the price, 3Br
2Ba. No renters. 850-308-6473

LandHomesExpress.com

a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOR MONDAY 08/12/2013 THROUGH 08/18/2013

NOTICE

The  Jefferson Co. Sheriff's Office has, in our possession, a stray horse collected from
a homestead along the Old Lloyd Rd. on 7/23/2013.  As of the date of this public notice,
the JCSO has been unable to locate the owner(s) of the stray horse. 
The owner(s) have 5 days to reclaim the horse. If not reclaimed within the allotted
time, the horse will be permanently relocated to a foster home.  
The owner(s) must pay any fees, veterinary bills, feed bills, etc., incurred during the
time the horse was fostered by the Sheriff's Office, at which time the horse will be re-
turned.   8/16/13

EXTRUSION LINE OPERA-
TOR. RCT is local company offer-
ing Full Time job with lots of
opportunity for growth. For inquiries
call 941-243-2431          8/16-30,pd

GENERAL LABORER. RCT is
local company offering Full Time
job with lots of opportunity for
growth. For inquiries call 941-243-
2431                                8/16-30,pd

4 BR/1BA  FOR RENT  Living
Room add-on,  back porch
$550./ month, no deposit with
approved references  call 850-
242-1520 or 997-4000
evenings.                         8/16,c

VARIOUS SIzE  WINDOWS,
DOORS, & KITChEN
SINKS. All new, make offer.
Located at MLK  Dr.  for more
info.  call 850-408-1028.

8/16,21,c

Yard Sales
SARA'S CORNER US 19 S.
behind Courtyard Flea Market
see signs. Variety Tables,
Lamps, Many Household items,
Large variety of baskets, Nice
old wood desk, good condition.
Stop by and Browse. Saturdays
9am - until. 8/16

YARD SALE at 285 E. Semi-
nole Ave. Monticello  8am -
1pm  Furniture, Kitchen and
small Appliances, dishes, linens,
many household items and ac-
cessories, & misc., too many to
list.                                8/16,pd

Event
BAR-B-QUE    A.A.V.F.D.
SAT.  AUGUST 17 IN NEWS

PARKING LOT Fire truck
will be present with crew.
Training classes  available.  

8-16-13
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Farm & Outdoors

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!The Week of  August 16, 2013 through August 23, 2013

Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
August 17
3:35 AM
*9:45 AM
3:55 PM

*10:20 PM

Sunday, 
August 18
4:30 AM

*10:45 AM
4:55 PM

*11:10 PM

Tuesday, 
August 20
*12:10 AM

6:10 PM
*12:30 PM
6:40 PM

Wednesday,
August 21
*12:55 AM
7:20 AM
*1:20 PM
7:30 PM

Thursday,
August 22
*1:45 AM
8:00 PM
*2:20 PM
8:30 PM

Friday,
August 23
*2:45 AM
8:55 AM
*3:10 PM
9:20 PM

Friday,
August 16
2:40 AM
*8:50 AM
3:00 PM
*9:20 PM

Monday, 
August 19
5:30 AM

*11:30 AM
5:45 PM

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

735 East Pearl Street 
Monticello, Florida 

For parts: 997-2509 
997-5632

We offer Non-Ethenol Gas,
road diesel and farm diesel 

at pumps 24 hours 
with any 

major credit card.

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

We also have oils,
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

a

dd color to your landscape
year-round by joining the
Arbor Day Foundation in Au-

gust.
Everyone who joins the nonprofit

Arbor Day Foundation with a $10 dona-
tion will receive 10 free white flowering
dogwood trees through the Foundation's
Trees for America campaign.

The trees will be shipped postpaid at
the right time for planting in each mem-
ber's area, which falls between October
15 and December 10. The 6 to 12-inch
trees are guaranteed to grow or they will
be replaced free of  charge. Planting in-
structions are enclosed with each ship-
ment of  trees.

"Dogwood trees will add color and
beauty to your yard throughout the year,
with their showy spring flowers, scarlet
autumn foliage and red berries that at-
tract songbirds in the winter," said John
Rosenow, founder and chief  executive of
the Arbor Day Foundation.

New members of  the Arbor Day
Foundation also receive The Tree Book,
which includes information about tree
planting and care, and a subscription to
Arbor Day, the Foundation's bimonthly
publication.

To receive the free white flowering

dogwood trees, send a $10 membership
contribution to Ten Free Dogwoods,
Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave.,
Nebraska City, NE 68410, by August 31,
2013, or join online at arborday.org/au-
gust.

Receive 10 Free White Flowering Dogwood Trees
By Joining The Arbor Day Foundation In August
A
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