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School Superintendent Al Cook-
sey told a Chamber of  Commerce
audience on Tuesday afternoon,
Feb. 5, that he was probably both the
least and the best prepared person
for the job that he has now held
going on three months.  

Cooksey, the chamber’s lunch-
eon guest speaker, said he was pos-
sibly the least prepared of  the 24
superintendents elected statewide
in November because he had not
previously been part of  the school
district that he now heads.

By the same token, he said, he
was possibly the best prepared be-
cause he hadn’t been part of  the ex-
isting problems.  

Cooksey said the district was
under the gun to improve its school
grade scores, particularly at the ele-
mentary school. Absent a signifi-
cant show of  improvement there, a
great likelihood existed that the

state would close the school, take it
over, convert it into a charter school
or abolish it, Cooksey said. 

“The only way we can save it is
to improve the scores,” Cooksey
said, adding, “You can’t squeeze

blood out of  a turnip, but sometimes
you can get a new turnip. Hopefully,
we’ll do that next year.”     

Meaning with the latter state-
ment that he planned to make some
significant changes next school year
to improve the situation. The focus
now, however, was on improving
scores at the elementary school, he
said. And progress was being made
toward that end, he said. 

Cooksey introduced two ele-
mentary school teachers who are
acting as coaches to help improve
FCAT scores on the upcoming tests,
supposedly scheduled for later this
month. 

The two — reading coach Jill
Wallace and math coach Tanishia
Barnhart — did a brief  PowerPoint
presentation on the learning
progress of  Jefferson Elementary
School (JES) students, as measured
by a pretest administered early in
the school year and a more recent
Please See
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Superintendent Shares Views
On State of School District 

Jefferson County School 
Superintendent Al Cooksey 
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U.S. 19 from I-10 north to just
above the Jefferson County Kennel
Club — and particularly at Monti-
cello’s north and south entrances —
may soon be showing a new look, if
county officials decide to act on a
$260,000 grant awarded this commu-
nity. 

Engineer Alan Wise, of  Preble-
Rish Inc., is the bearer of  what
could be perceived as either good or
bad news, depending on the partic-
ular viewpoint of  a resident relative
to the road’s present appearance. 

Wise said the $260,000, which
the Florida Department of  Trans-
portation (FDOT) awarded recently,
constitutes the first phase of  a grant
that’s been in the works for nearly
two years. He said the project would
ultimately equate to a $900,000 to
$1.5 million upgrade, depending
how many phases get funded and
completed. The $900,000 to $1.5 mil-
lion, at least, is what the application
originally requested.

Wise said he was now in the
process of  collecting information on
the costs of  upkeep of  the trees,
shrubs and other greenery that
would be planted alongside the
highway. He said once this informa-
tion was amassed, he would present
the findings to the Jefferson County
Commission and ask for a decision
on whether to accept the award. 

That’s because the grant will
only pay for the purchase of  trees,
shrubs and such and the design of
the project, but the county is respon-
sible for the maintenance of  the veg-
etation once planted.

Depending on the costs of  that
upkeep, Wise said county officials
might decide to forego the grant. He
said he expected to have the infor-
mation to the commission by its
evening meeting on Thursday, Feb.
21.

Wise said if  commissioners ap-
proved the project, this first funding
would likely go to landscape that
portion of  U.S. 19 from just outside
the city’s southernmost boundary

southward toward the Interstate. He
said the $260,000 should allow for the
landscaping of  two to three miles of
the highway.

“We won’t know exactly how far
until we get the design,” Wise said,
adding that landscape architect
Winston Lee was working on that
aspect of  the project. 

Lee is responsible for helping
get the funding and designing the
landscaping around the courthouse
circle several years ago. 

Wise said the plan calls for a
mix of  trees, plants and shrubs that
are native to the area and that re-
quire little maintenance and water-
ing.       

Highway 19 Maybe
To Get Landscaped 

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

The Monticello City Council this week approved
two amended ordinances that will affect home occu-
pations going forward.

The two ordinances that the council approved on
Tuesday evening, Feb. 5, were ordinances 2013-01 and
2013-02, as revised and recommended by the Monti-
cello Local Planning Agency (MLPA). 

Ordinance 2013-01 — which the council first con-
sidered on Jan. 8 — moves away from the idea of  reg-
ulating specific home occupations and aims to
regulate the effects of  home occupations on nearby
properties.  

The revisions were prompted by the request of
a home occupation catering business seeking to be
licensed. In its evaluation of  the latter’s application,
the MLPA, which is charged with the initial review
of  zoning and planning issues within the city, noted
contradictions in the previously existing regula-
tions, in terms of  the number of  employees allowed
per home occupation and the use of  accessory struc-
tures.

In its proposed revisions to the ordinance, the
MLPA aimed both to accommodate the maximum
number of  home occupations possible and protect
the residential character of  neighborhoods. 

The group also then added a prohibition against
the production of  noxious odors by home occupa-
tions and lifted the prohibition against retail sales
by home occupations, given the nature of  Internet
sales. 

Lastly, the group proposed that home occupa-
tions should be able to engage in the repair, manu-
facture and storage of  merchandise on the premises. 
The MLPA’s proposed revisions also called for the
permitting of  home occupations; for a rule that such
enterprises refrain from signs or other outward dis-
plays of  the interior occupation; and for a require-
ment that the permitted activity not take up more
than 20 percent of  the dwelling space, excluding at-
tached garages and accessory structures. 

Other of  the proposed restrictions included that
the particular home occupation be secondary to the
primary residential use; that no display of  goods,
machinery, equipment or work performance be visi-
ble or audible from nearby streets and properties;
and that the home occupation not generate excessive
vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

The related Ordinance 2013-02 — also considered
by the council on Jan. 8 — amended the section of
the Monticello City Code regulating accessory build-
ings. The approved revisions basically allow the use
of  accessory building for home occupations, as well
as for the occupation’s related activities.        

Monticello Changes The Rules
Governing Home Occupations

JACOB BEMBRY
ECB Publishing, Inc. 

A law approved by
Gov. Rick Scott last April
and that took effect Oct. 1,
2012, virtually handcuffs
local educa-
tors and
could end up
being very
expens ive
for the state. 

C a l l e d
the Vulnera-
ble Persons
Act, it is
supposed to
be designed
to protect
minors and
the elderly
from abuse.
If  anyone hears a minor
mentioning anything
about being abused, or if
they hear an adult say
something about a child,
they are required to call a
hotline set up by the state.
The hotline will receive
the information and dis-
patch an investigator from
the Department of  Chil-
dren and Families to look
into the matter. 

“The way the law is
written is awful,” said
North Florida Community
College President John
Grosskopf. 

Grosskopf  said the
law is a “shotgun reac-
tion” to the sexual abuse
scandal at Penn State Uni-
versity. That case involved
Jerry Sandusky, a former
assistant football coach,
molesting young boys. Of-
ficials at the college had
knowledge of  the inci-
dents and failed to report
them. Their failure re-
sulted in strong actions

against the football pro-
gram. Coach Joe Paterno
had the most wins of  any
Division I college football
head coach until he was
stripped of  a number of

those wins.
Sandusky
was sen-
tenced to
life in
prison re-
cently. 
“If  an in-

s t r u c t o r
hears any-
thing, he or
she has to
come and
report it to
me,” said
Grosskopf.

“Together, we make the
call to the hotline.” 

Grosskopf  said that
he has already had to
make calls to the hotline. 

Failure for NFCC offi-
cials or any other college
or university official to
make a report could result
in a $1 million fine for
each incident. Operating
with a budget of  only
$6,000,000, such a fine
would practically shut
down NFCC. 

“My prediction is that
the hotline will be
slammed with reports in
the first couple of
months,” Grosskopf  said.
“Most will be nothing.”

The DCF is required
to look into each call and
the calls will take prece-
dence over any other in-
vestigation that the DCF is
conducting. 

Grosskopf  said that
he sent his Human Res-
Please See
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Vulnerable Persons Act
Could Handcuff Educators

NFCC President 
John Grosskopf

KRISTIN FINNEY
ECB Publishing, Inc.

A report was given to ECB Publishing, Inc. of  a
phone scam. According to the report, a woman re-
ceived a call claiming to be from the First Financial
Bank of  Pittsburgh, PA. The caller told the woman
that she had won $350,000 from a coupon that she had
filled out in a Readers Digest. 

The scammer asked the woman for the name of
her bank, which information the woman would not re-
veal. Asked by the woman if  the money couldn’t in-

stead be sent to her home,
the scammer told her that
she would need to mail a
check for $150 to insure
the money and to send it
through FedEx. The call, it
turns out, was being made
from an international
number. 

If  you receive a simi-
lar phone call, do not give
out any personal informa-
tion.

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Building permits activity remained relatively static
in January, as reflected in the latest numbers released
by the Jefferson County and City of  Monticello Building
Inspection and Contractor Licensing Department on
Monday, Feb. 4.

The numbers show that the city and county issued
a combined 39 permits in January, compared with 42 in
Please See
BUILDING Page 3

Building Activity
About The Same



MLK Community Inc.
will sponsor a Sweetheart
Ball this weekend, an event
that is slated to become an
annual affair, with pro-
ceeds going to the MLK
Community Recreation
Center.

The ball is scheduled
for 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 16, at the MLK
Community Recreation
Center.

Tickets for the affair
are $12 per person and $20
per couple; these cover
charges include food and
beverages.

Tickets are available
at Sistaz Beauty Boutique,
1246 N. Jefferson Street in
Monticello, 850-997-0580. Or
you may call Charles Par-
rish at 850-997-3760.
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With Valentine’s Day right around
the corner, the smell of  love fills the air.
Whether it’s love for your spouse, your
children, or your parents – everyone has
someone that they can share a small
token of  love with.

Even though many people feel that
holidays were invented by the retail in-
dustry of  the world, we still all go rush
out and buy something special for that
“special someone.”

It’s amazing how even the smallest
token of  love/appreciation can make
someone feel.  Everyone has the desire,
deep down inside, to feel loved and appre-
ciated.  It’s a “need” that God planted in
us when he made Adam and Eve.  

A simple gesture, sometimes, is all it
takes to bring a smile to someone’s face.
A simple card or a box of  candy could

truly make someone’s day.  
As we go around in this crazy

world/life of  ours….sometimes it’s easy
to forget about everyone else but our-
selves.  It is so easy to get wrapped up in
our own feelings and in our own prob-
lems.  Valentine’s Day is one day that is
made to step back and think of  someone
else.  

I encourage every one of  you to find
someone to send something special to.
Try to think of  someone that might not
get a gift from someone else…..your
neighbor, a co-worker, a friend, or the
widow down the street.  What if  the only
thing that they get, is your gift?  Imagine
the smile on their face!  

Isn’t that what love is all about?
Until then..... I’ll see you around the

town.

Happy Valentine’s Day

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Michael Walker, 23, of
Monticello, was arrested
January 25 and charged
with disorderly intoxica-
tion, and possession of
cannabis less than 20
grams. A total bond of
$1,000 was set and he
bonded out of  jail the
same day. 

Jeffery Martin Logan,
43, of  Tallahassee, was ar-
rested January 25 on an
outstanding Leon County
warrant for his arrest,
charging him with unem-
ployment compensation
fraud. He was released on
his own recognizance the
same day.

James Franklin
Adams, 53, of
Thomasville, GA, was ar-
rested January 25 and
charged with deriving
under the influence of  al-

cohol or drugs, fourth or
subsequent offense, and
driving while license sus-
pended, second offense. A
total bond of  $2,500 was
set and he bonded out of
jail the following day. 

William Edward
Deeds, Jr., 46, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested Jan-
uary 29 on an outstanding
Pinellas County warrant
for his arrest, charging
him with violation of  in-
junction, failure to appear
on the charge of  driving
while license suspended
or revoked, and failure to
appear on the charge of  no
motor vehicle registra-
tion. A total bond of  $2,026
was set, and he was
turned over to Pinellas
County authorities Janu-
ary 31 to face charges
there. 

Charles Pleas, 51, of
Jefferson County, was ar-
rested January 31 and

charged with driving
while license suspended
or revoked, knowingly.
Bond was set at $500 and
he bonded out of  jail the
same day. 

Valencia Bryant, 27,
of  Jefferson County, was
arrested February 1 and
charged with trespass
after warning. Bond was
set at $500 and she bonded
out of  jail the same day. 

Walter Davis, 28, of
Tallahassee, was arrested
February 2 and charged
with violation of  proba-
tion on the charge of  flee-
ing and eluding; violation
of  probation on the charge
of  driving while license
suspended; possession of
a controlled substance
with intent to sell; and re-
sisting an officer without
violence. Bond was with-
held and he remained at
the County Jail February
7.

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Plans for this years Veteran’s Day parade are already underway, informed coor-
dinator Earlene Knight. 

“The second annual Veteran’s Day parade will be held on Saturday, November 9,”
said Knight. She added that the parade grand marshals and route have not yet been
determined.

Knight also informed the Otto Walker Post 49 American Legion has already set
up a veterans parade fund at Farmers and Merchants Bank.

“What funds are not used this year will be used for future parades,” Knight con-
cluded.

Plans Started For Veteran’s Day Parade

Sweetheart Ball Set For This Saturday
Darrell and Sue Tuten of  Madison are pleased to announce the

engagement of  their daughter, Laura Lynn to David Colby Roberts,
the son of  Dave and Tonya Roberts of  Monticello.
Laura is a graduate of  Madison County High School and Saint

Leo University and is currently employed as a fifth grade teacher
at Suwannee Intermediate School in Live Oak.  Her maternal
grandparents are Martha Dell Reams and the late Frank Henry
Reams and her paternal grandparents are Thelma Tuten and the
late Roscoe Tuten.
Colby is a graduate of  Aucilla Christian Academy and Florida

State University and is currently employed with Aucilla Christian
Academy as Head Varsity Football Coach and teaches Bible, His-
tory and P.E.  His maternal grandparents are Doris Bishop and the
late Mordaunt “Heedly” Bishop and his paternal grandparents are
Helen Roberts and the late James E. Roberts.

The wedding will take place at 4:00 in the evening, March 23,
2013 at New Home Baptist Church, Madison.  A reception will fol-
low at Divine Events, Madison.  No local invitations are being sent,
but all friends and relatives are invited to attend.

Tuten - Roberts
Engagement



DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

New Bethel AME
Church held its annual
‘Men and Women’s Day’
Worship Service on Sun-
day morning, January 20.
Speaker for this special
celebration was Bishop
Anthony Webster, for-
merly of  Monticello, but
now residing in the Talla-
hassee area. The Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church Choir offered the
song and
music.

D u r -
ing the
service 14
s e n i o r
members
of  the
c h u r c h
were rec-
ognized;
all were
age 70+. Those honored in-
cluded Annie Lee
Seabrooks, Archie Mae
Seabrooks, Essie
Seabrooks, Estella Hagan,
Doris Watkins, George
Turner, Julious Harrison,
Jerome Akins, Maggie
Alexander, Mary Gallon,
Louise Proctor, Ocie Neely,
Wash Gallon, Jr., and
Willie Thomas, Sr. Each
senior member received a
special certificate with
their picture and a gift
bag. Several family mem-
bers were present to join

in the celebration.
Also honored at this

time were Jefferson
County Post 251 WWII and
Korean War veterans; rec-
ognized by the Chi Up-
silon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc.
Veterans honored for their
service included Willard
Barnhart (WWII,) Eddie
Barrington (WWII,) Den-
nis Gallon (WWII,)
Nathaniel Gallon (Ko-
rean,) Theodore Gamble
(WWII,) Rev. John Isom

(WWI I , )
H e n r y
Mitchell
(Korean,)
H o r a c e
N e e l y
(Korean,)
G e o r g e
T u r n e r
(Korean,)
Rev. Ceola
Woodson

(WWII,) Leroy Seabrooks
(Korean,) Willie Walker
(WWII,) Ernest Sneed
(WWII,) Thomas Saunders

(WWII,) and Frank
Daniels (Korean.) These
honorable veterans were
presented with a personal-
ized gift and a poem. 

Special guest in atten-
dance were Jefferson
County Commissioner
John Nelson and Rev. Dr.
Carlton Taylor, presiding
elder of  the Tallahassee
District of  the 11th Episco-
pal District and his wife
Trina Taylor.

Dinner was served fol-
lowing the service for the
honorees and their guests.
Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey, pas-
tor. Patricia H. Gallon, re-
porting, 850-270-9357.

midyear test. The two
teachers’ repeated mes-
sage was that the stu-
dents were making great
strides in achievement,
as indicated by the gains
shown in their midyear
test scores.
“We’re working hard

at Jefferson Elementary
School,” Wallace said,
noting that part of  the
ongoing effort was identi-
fying students’ deficien-
cies and giving special
attention to those chil-
dren who weren’t show-
ing the necessary
proficiency. 
Barnhart and Wal-

lace cited various statis-

tics showing the im-
provement percentages
for each grade. The con-
sistent bottom-line mes-
sage was that students in
all grade levels were
making significant gains
to one degree or another
in the areas of  reading,
math and science —
three critical elements of
the FCAT tests.   
Cooksey bragged on

the JES teachers, saying
that they were working
hard and putting in extra
hours to ensure for the
success of  students on
the upcoming tests. He
said the big challenge
was to raise the scores of
the lowest achieving 25
percent of  the student
population. He said the
state required that these
latter students show a
gain of  50 percent. And
he again emphasized the
tremendous efforts of
Barnhart, Wallace and
other JES teachers and
said these efforts were
paying off.
“The gains are unbe-

lievable,” Cooksey said. 
Even so, he added the

caveat that the district
might still not meet the
criteria for the FCAT
scores to go up. 
“But we’re moving in

the right direction,”
Cooksey said. 
Pressed to identify

some of  the problems
that he had encountered
upon assuming the job of
superintendent, Cooksey
cited as number one the
many open slots he had
found, including those
for a chief  financial offi-
cer (CFO), a dean at the
elementary school, and
four instructors at the
high school. He said the
lack of  personnel in the
various areas created
problems in other areas
and resulted in repeated

crisis of  one kind or an-
other.
He was happy to re-

port, however, that the
CFO and dean positions
had now been filled and
the other open slots were
being addressed, he said.    
Cooksey said an-

other problem was the
poor conditions of  some
of  the buildings and the
unexpected repair expen-
ditures that this situa-
tion necessitated. For
examples, he cited
$30,000 to replace doors
at the elementary school
and $40,000 to repair an
electrical malfunction at
the high school. 
“It’s a challenge

everyday, every minute,”
Cooksey said.
He offered that the

Turning Point program
was problematic because
it hadn’t been properly
designed. “We have no
supervision out there,”
Cooksey said without
elaborating.
He said another

issue was school safety.
“We’re now putting up a
fence at the high school,”
he said.
Meanwhile, he was

constantly having to at-
tend meetings outside
the district, which left lit-
tle time to address the is-
sues at home, he said.
“It’s a challenging

time for education,”
Cooksey said, offering
that for the first time in
U.S. history, uniform edu-
cational standards were
scheduled to be imple-
mented across the coun-
try under the Common
Core Standards, and
Florida had some catch-
ing up to do.
“We’re behind,”

Cooksey said. “Florida as
a state is ranked 23rd in
the U.S.”
For the present, how-

ever, the focus remained
on improving scores at
the elementary school, he
underscored. Unless and
until those scores im-
proved, the community
shouldn’t expect state
monies for a new school
or for other programs, he
said. Hopefully, however,
the effort being put forth
now would pay off  in the
next round of  FCAT
scores, he said. 
Cooksey urged the

audience to get involved
and help in anyway it
could. And Edna Henry,
parent involvement coor-
dinator for the district,
who also accompanied
Cooksey to the luncheon,
likewise urged the audi-
ence to get involved, vol-
unteer and help make a
difference.

ources team and campus security to a
meeting to learn the ins and outs of
the law. 
“It is so generic,” Grosskopf  said

of  the 30-page law, “that if  an instruc-
tor is at an event and sees something,
he or she will have to report it.” 
Grosskopf  said the Council of

Presidents is seeking more clarifica-
tion on the law. 
The Department of  Education has

no rule-making authority on the issue
and has to abide by it. 
Grosskopf  believes the law will

have to be repealed or rewritten. Right
now, staff  will have to report anything
that they hear or see, even if  it is just
students or others joking around, to
the abuse hotline. 
Forms of  abuse mentioned in the

law include child abuse, elderly abuse,
aggravated stalking, rape, molestation
and a number of  other crimes. 
Attempts to reach Jefferson

County School District administrators
to learn if  and how the new law might
affect the district proved unproduc-
tive. 
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Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

850-948-3372
WE INSTALL METAL ROOFS

Herndon
Trucking

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

Raymond Herndon

office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

125 SW Shelby Ave.
Madison, FL 32340

Plumbing Repairs
Fixtures-Faucets
Sewer & Water Connections
Water Heater Repairs

Wells Drilled
Pumps Replaced
Tanks Replaced

All Repairs

Carlton Burnette
Master Plumber

850-973-1404Lic.# RF 0058445

Drilling
&

Repairs

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Bateries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND MUCH

MORE!

Full Automotive Services

YYoouurr  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  LLiissttiinnggss
TOWN & COUNTRY

TACK & RESALE SHOP
Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309

Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

G l e n d a  o r
C h r i s t y

Monticello News 997-3568

For Any of  Your  Advertisement Needs

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294
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Building         continued from page 1
the previous month. Valuations also
weren’t impressive.

The report shows that the 39 permits
generated $6,966.60 in fees, compared
with $8,249.68 generated by the 42 per-
mits in December. Of  the 39 permits, the
city issued nine and collected $1,753.06 in
fees, and the county issued 30 and col-
lected $5,213.54.

A breakdown of  the permits shows
30 were for repairs and additions; three
for commercial uses; three for mobile
homes; one for residential construction;
and two for miscellaneous uses, such as
a shed, sign, workshop or barn.

There was $100,916 in the residential
permit category, compared with zero val-
uation in December. This valuation was

$140,750 in January 2011. 
The valuation for commercial per-

mits was $143,000, compared with
$1,403,556 in December. It was zero in
January 2011.

And the valuation for other permits
(a category that includes additions, re-
roofs and non-residential structures, was
$335,479 in January, compared with
$332,496 in December. This valuation was
$550,677 in January 2011. 

Meanwhile, the Jefferson County
Planning and Zoning Department issued
six permits and collected $1,877.07, com-
pared with 13 permits and $8,606.39 col-
lected in December. In December 2011,
the department issued 17 permits and
collected $5,587.12.

A Celebration Of 
Christian Service



Florida Highway Pa-
trol Director, Col. David
Brierton, promoted Mark
Welch to major and as-
signed him to lead field
operations in the Big
Bend area, effective Feb. 8.
Troop H comprises eight
counties, including
Gadsden, Leon, Jeffer-
son, Madison, Liberty,
Wakulla, Taylor and
Franklin.

“Welch is a for-
ward thinking leader
who brings a wealth of
knowledge and experi-
ence to his new position
within the organization,”
said Brierton. “He was se-
lected from an impressive
group of  candidates who
applied and interviewed
for this important leader-
ship position within our

agency.”
Welch began his ca-

reer with the FHP in 1982
and was a member of  the
64th Recruit Class.  His

first duty assignment was
Troop L, Fort. Pierce,
where he served with the
troop’s Riot Squad.  In
1984, he promoted to cor-

poral and was assigned to
Tampa, where he served
on Troop C’s Special Re-
sponse Team and as an in-
structor.  In 1993, he
promoted to sergeant in
Tampa and supervised the
district driving under the
influence squad.  In
1995, he promoted to
lieutenant and spent
time at the academy
and then at Troop H.
He promoted to cap-
tain in 2008 and be-
came the spokesperson
for the Patrol as chief  of
public affairs.  After three
years, Welch transitioned
to his most recent job in
the Office of  Professional
Compliance. 

The Florida Depart-
ment of  Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles pro-
vides highway safety and
security through excel-
lence in service, educa-
tion and enforcement.
The Department is lead-
ing the way to a safer
Florida through the effi-
cient and professional ex-
ecution of  its core
mission: the issuance of
driver licenses, vehicle
tags and titles and opera-
tion of  the Florida High-
way Patrol.  To learn more
about DHSMV and the
services offered, visit
www.flhsmv.gov.
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NeriumAge Defying Treatment

Make a beautiful beginning 
Call Brittany McClellan, Masters of Cosmetology,

for an appointment today!
247 N. Jefferson St. • Monticello, FL 32344

850-997-0700 or 850-838-7670

The HairHut
presents

Nerium harnesses the
power of the unique
nerium oleander
plant. Scientists acci-
dentally discovered
nerium oleander ex-
tracts to have miracu-
lous results on our
skin! Say bye bye to
wrinkles, safely and
effectively, naturally,
and safely. Nerium AD
will revolutionize skin
care and everyone’s
effort to stay looking
young!

Looking for a new you?

Keith S Moore, MD
Diplomat, American Board of Surgery

Interest in Phlebology
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Recommended and approved by:

Florida Highway Patrol Names
Welch Troop H Commander

Col. Brierton presents Maj. Welch with his promotion certificate.

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Friday, February 1
marked the 21st anniver-
sary of  when Florida
Highway Patrol (FHP)
Trooper Jimmy Fulford
was murdered.

As has been done
every year since his
death, many gathered to-
gether for a memorial
service at the spot he was
killed, on the westbound
off  ramp of  I-10 at the Au-
cilla exit. Those gathered
included local residents
and dignitaries, FHP
Troopers, Sheriff  David
Hobbs, and staff  from the
Jefferson County Sher-
iff ’s Office. 

Presiding over the
service was BJ Tinney,
who was Trooper Ful-
ford’s lieutenant. Tinney
began the service with a
prayer. 

“Jimmy was born on
May 12, 1956 and he was
killed on February 1, 1992.
He was only 35 years old
when he was killed. He
would be almost 57 years
old if  he were still living
today.

He then read Psalm
23. “The Lord is my shep-
herd; I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth
me beside the still wa-
ters. He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths
of  righteousness for his
name’s sake. Yea, though I
walk through the valley
of  the shadow of  death, I
will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and
thy staff  they comfort
me. Thou preparest a
table before me in the
presence of  mine ene-
mies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup run-
neth over. Surely good-
ness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of
my life: and I will dwell in
the house of  the Lord for-
ever.” 

“Jimmy was a good
Christian person. He was
a Deacon in his church,
the First Baptist Church
of  Monticello, and he sang
in the church.”

Tinney then played a
cassette tape, which was
taped by First Baptist
Church, and featured
Trooper Fulford, Karen
Trammell, and Kym Sta-
ples singing. The song
Tinney chose to play was,
“God Will Make This
Trial A Blessing.”

“I hope this song
touches you the way it
touched me,” said Jimmy.
He then sang the lyrics in
a beautifully angelic
voice. “I’ve just come into
a valley one like I’ve never
been before. I keep search-
ing for a way out seems
like pad locks are on the
doors. Oh there must be
another sunrise another
sunset that I’ll see.  God
will make this trial a
blessing that’s the love he
has for me. God will make
this trial a blessing
though it sends me to my
knees. Though my tears
flow like a river yet in
Him there’s sweet relief.

There’s no need to get
discouraged there’s no

need to talk defeat. God
will make this trial a
blessing and the whole
wide world will see. I was
not the first one to come
into this place. You see
every child of  God this
test you must face. It is
here that God will mold
you and make you what
you ought to be. God will
make this trial a blessing
just be patient you will
see. God will make this
trial a blessing though it
sends me to my knees.
Though my tears flow like
a river yet in Him there’s
sweet relief. There’s no
need to get discouraged
there’s no need to talk de-
feat. God will make this
trial a blessing and the
whole wide world will see.
Now I’m standing on a
mountain, looking back I
can see.

When I was in that
lowest valley his strong
hand was leading me. Oh
it’s good to see the sun-
shine and to taste sweet
victory. God has made this
trial a blessing oh the
grace He gives to me.”

As the tape was
played, tears began to well
in the eyes of  those pres-
ent. 

Tinney then read the
poem “Life Is Long
Enough,” by Tricia Mae
Chua.

“Life is too short to be
spent �griping about the
past, �things you don’t
have, �places you haven’t

seen, �things you haven’t
done. Life is too short to
be spent �holding griev-
ances against another,
�finding fault in your
brother, �counting the
wrongs done on you. �Life
is just long enough �to
enjoy the beauty of  a sun-
rise �the smell of  wet
earth� and the sound of
laughter �after a long
day’s work.�Life is just
long enough �to practice
compassion and generos-
ity, �to comfort the griev-
ing, �to lend strength to
the fainthearted, �and di-
rection to the lost.” 

“Jimmy believed that
our days are numbered,”
said Tinney. “He believed
the Bible, and he lived
what he believed. Not a
day goes by that I don’t see
or hear something that
makes me think of
Jimmy. We worked to-
gether for 12 years, from
1980 until he was killed in
1992. Jimmy was like a
son to me. My wife and I
have two daughters. I have
often told her that if  I ever
had a son, I would want
him to be just like Jimmy.

I have been coming to
this spot every February 1
for the past 21 years, and I
am going to keep coming
back every year on this
day.”

He invited those pres-
ent to say a few words
about Jimmy. “He was a
real man among men,”
said Danny Monroe.

Following a conclud-
ing prayer, Tinney said,
“Another one who is like a
son to me is (David) Hobbs.
The first time I met him he
was riding with Jimmy
and Jimmy brought him
by the station and intro-
duced him to me.”

The man adjudicated
guilty of  the first-degree
murder of  Jimmy Ful-
ford, Paul Augustus How-
ell, is scheduled to be
executed on February 26
at 6 p.m.

Many were present during the remembrance ceremony for murdered FHP Trooper

Jimmy Fulford. 

Trooper Jimmy Fulford Remembered

ECB Publishing photos by Fran Hunt, February 1, 2013
This marker marks the spot where FHP Trooper Jimmy
Fulford was killed on February 1, 1992. 

Trooper Jimmy Fulford



Church News Notes
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

February 8
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick and
a special scripture message
every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
The Tent is located at 295
West Palmer Mill in Monti-
cello.
February 9
StoryTime Ministry is held
from 1 to 2 p.m. every other
Saturday at the Jefferson
County Bailar Public Li-
brary. For more informa-
tion contact First United
Methodist Church Ministry
Chairman Barbara Hobbs
at 850-523-1813.
February 10
Sunday of  Silence at One
Heart Earth Center any-
time from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Sunday. Stretch your body.
Allow yourself  to be led
into meditation through the
stillness. Reflect on your
life. Rest your thoughts. Im-
bibe the early spring quiet
of  the Garden. Relish a time
away. Absorb the tender-
ness of  this lovely time of
year. Gentle Hatha Yoga
stretches will be offered at
10 a.m. with Instructor Joy
Moore. A delicious, vegetar-
ian, gluten free lunch will
be served at 12 p.m.; a dona-
tion is requested for lunch
and other expenses. Give
yourself  the gift of  silence,
a quiet time for
reflection. The gardens,
meditation areas, and
Labyrinth await you. “Be
still and know that I am
God.” Psalm 46:10 For more
information, call 850-997-
7373, or www.oneheart-
earthcenter.org.
February 10
Memorial Missionary Bap-
tist Church will hold its an-
nual Black History
Program at 11 a.m. on Sun-
day. Guest speaker will be
Bishop Anthony Webster of
Tallahassee. Join the
church family as they cele-
brate the African American
Heritage and lift up the
name of  Jesus Christ. For
more information contact
Chairperson Rev. Joretha
Sloan at 850-997-2705. Rev.
Dr. JB Duval, pastor.
February 11 – April 29
Waukeenah United
Methodist Church will host
DivorceCare; a weekly sem-
inar and support group that
will help participants to dis-
cover hope and experience
healing. A warm caring en-
vironment led by people
who understand what you
are going through. Learn
practical information that
will help you deal with the
challenges of  divorce or
separation. Monday
evenings from 6 to 8 p.m.
Contact Connie at 850-766-

2685 for more information.
This is a free service to the
community
February 12
Sons of  Allen of  the Union
Bethel Circuit
meets monthly on the sec-
ond Tuesday at 7 p.m., rotat-
ing between the Elizabeth
and Union Bethel
AME churches; encourag-
ing young men and older
males to come be part of  the
meetings. If  you have any
questions, contact Presi-
dent Leman Ulee at 850-274-
6268. 
February 16
New Hope Church Daugh-
ters of  Hope will offer din-
ner and a movie at 6 p.m. on
Saturday at the church loca-
tion, 415 East Palmer Mill
Road. The ticket cost in-
cludes the meal and the
movie ‘Fireproof ’. Child-
care will be provided, as
well as doorprizes.
February 20
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach, serv-
ing the community on the

first and third Wednesday
of  each month from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are al-
ways welcome to distribute
food items and to donate
non-perishable food items.
Call and leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-997-
2252 or go to eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.com
or www.firstpresbyterian-
monticello.org.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568
February 8
Rotary meets at 12 p.m. on Fridays at the
First Presbyterian Church, in the fellow-
ship hall, for lunch, a meeting, program
and speaker. For questions or comments,
contact President Neill Wade at 850-545-
4940. 
February 8
Monticello Jamboree Band will perform
music for dancing at 7 p.m. on Friday
evenings at 625 South Water Street, in the
old JCHS gym. There will be doorprizes,
cold soft drinks and snacks. Everyone is
welcome to come dance, listen to some of
the finest music and just enjoy the fun and
camaraderie with neighbors and friends.
This is a nonprofit charitable organization.
For questions or concerns, contact Curtis
Morgan at 850-933-8136 or Bobby Connell at
850-445-0049.
February 9
Half-N-Half  Four Band at the Dixie Com-
munity Center at 7 p.m. on Saturday nights
for music and dance. Refreshments and
good fellowship are available during inter-
mission. For more information contact
Kenneth Price at 1-229-263-7231. DCC is a
nonprofit organization.
February 9
Martial Arts classes 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
on Saturdays in the Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church fellowship hall. Contact
Diane Hall at 850-264-1195 for more infor-
mation.
February 9
Scarlet O’Hatters meet on the second Sat-
urday of  the month at a location of  their
choosing for a luncheon meal and pro-
gram. For more information about the Red
Hat Society contact Queen Mum Pat Mu-
chowski at 850-997-0688 or Mary Cremeans
at 850-997-3153. 
February 11
The Palmer Place Book club will meet on
the second Monday from 6 to 7:30 p.m. to
discuss ‘The Translator.’ The book has
been borrowed from the Leon County
Traveling Book list; so if  you are in need
of  a copy, contact Diane at Palmer Place or
Abi at 850-997-4607. Even if  you don’t man-
age to get the book read, you are welcome
to join for the discussion and to help select
the next book. “So many books, so little
time.”
February 11
Big Bend Horseman’s Association meets at
7 p.m. on the second Monday at Green In-
dustries Institute for a brief  program and
meeting. This is an open horse club for all
breeds. Everyone is welcome. Go to
www.bigbendhorse.com for more informa-
tion.
February 11
Al-Anon meetings are held at 8 p.m. every
Monday at the Anglican Church, 124 Jef-
ferson Avenue in Thomasville. For more
information go to www.al-anon.alateen.
org.
February 11
AA meetings are held every Monday at 8
p.m. at the Christ Episcopal Church
Annex, 425 North Cherry Street. For more
information, call 850-997-2129 or 850-997-
1955.
February 12
AA classes are held every Tuesday at 8 p.m.
for those seeking help. The classes are held
at the Harvest Christian Center, 1599
Springhollow Road. Contact Marvin Gra-
ham, pastor, at 850-212-7669 for more infor-
mation.
February 12
Jefferson County Democratic Party and its

Executive Committee meet at 6 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of  each month at the Jef-
ferson County Bailar Public Library. Con-
tact Beth Davis at 850-544-6561 for more
information. 
February 12
American Legion Post 49 and Ladies Aux-
iliary meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of  each month for a business
meeting and program at the Otto Walker
Post on South Water Street. Contact Adju-
tant Ron Slik at 850-997-8103, or Com-
mander Frank Kolb at 850-491-1262 for
more information.
February 12-28
Free computer classes at the Jefferson
County RJ Bailar Public Library with In-
structor Deanna Ramsey. Area residents
can learn computer basics, digital photog-
raphy, Excel, genealogy, organizing your
computer files, Outlook, PowerPoint, Win-
dows7, Word, and more. ‘Computer Basics
Simplified’ classes are scheduled on Tues-
days and Thursdays, from 9 to 11 a.m., in
the computer lab. Class is a total of  six-ses-
sions at two hours each session. Registra-
tion is required, so call now to 850-342-0205. 
February 13
Early Learning Coalition of  the Big Bend
Region will see customers at its 1145 East
2nd Street location every Wednesday from 1
to 6 p.m. Contact www.elcbigbend.org for
additional information.
February 13
Monticello Kiwanis meet every Wednes-
day at 12 p.m. at the Jefferson Country
Club on the Boston Highway for lunch, a
program and a meeting. For more informa-
tion, contact President Rocky Gavins at
850-997-2646. 
February 14
AA meetings are held weekly at 8 p.m. on
Thursdays at the Christ Episcopal Church
annex, 425 North Cherry Street. For more
information call 850-997-2129 or 850-997-
1955.
February 14
Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation
Board will meet at 11:30 a.m. on the second
Thursday of  the month in the Jefferson
County Extension Office conference room.
Dorothy P. Lewis, secretary/treasurer, re-
ports the meeting is open to the public. Vis-
itors are encouraged to attend. Bring your
own sandwich for lunch. 
February 17
Camellia Garden Circle of  the Monticello
Garden Club meets on the second Sunday
at 2 p.m. every month. The afternoon be-
gins with a brief  business meeting fol-
lowed by a program. Members bring a
treat or beverage to share. Contact Chair-
man Jane Davis at 850-997-4320 or email her
at jkdeercrossing@aol.com for more infor-
mation. This first meeting of  the new year
will be at the home of  Carmen Zengel.
February 19
Chamber Business After 5 from 5 to 7 p.m.
on Tuesday at Wag the Dog.
February 19
Parent Involvement Committee meets at
6:30 p.m. every third Tuesday at the Dis-
trict Office on Water Street. Contact Vicki
Boland vicki.boland@jeffersonschooldis-
trict.org. 
February 19
Jefferson County Lions Club meets at 1
p.m. on the first and third Tuesday of
every month at the Brick House Eatery, in
the community room. Guest speaker will
be Earlene Knight. For more information
about this organization and its fundraising
efforts, contact Lion Debbie at 850-997-0901

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Wed. or Fri.

between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

The Jefferson
County Utility
Coordinating
Committee will
meet at 9:00 a.m. 
February 13, 2013,

at the 
Jefferson County
Road Dept, 1484
South Jefferson

Street

Kiwanis President Rocky Gavins,
left, delivers a $500 check from the Mon-
ticello Kiwanis to Chief  Kent T. Watson,
right, of  the JROTC Tiger Battalion
JCMHS, on January 9. The voluntary do-
nation is to support the JROTC efforts to
raise money to compete in a statewide
drill competition. This money, and other
funds collected through a variety of
fundraising efforts, will help to support
the 58 cadets and two cadre with meals,
lodging, and transportation. To learn
more about Kiwanis call 850-997-2646, or
850-545-9945, or blgavins@aol.com.

Guest speakers for the Wednesday
January 30 meeting of  the Monticello Ki-
wanis were Larche Hardy and Lisa
Schofield of  the Panhandle Area Educa-
tional Consortium. Jefferson is one of  13
school districts served by this organiza-
tion through risk management, payroll,
professional learning, and grant-writ-
ing. They spoke specifically about the
STEM (science, technology, engineering,
math) program initiative being proposed
throughout this area. 

Monticello Kiwanis President Rocky
Gavins delivered a $250 donation to Jef-
ferson County Bailar Public Library Di-
rector Kitty Brooks on Wednesday,
January 30 for the purchase of  new chil-
dren books.  Brooks’ sends a quick thank
you to the Kiwanis for the donation to
the Friends of  the Library. These funds
will go towards the purchasing of  books
for the summer youth reading program,
‘Dig Into Reading.’ Three from the li-
brary went to a training session a few

weeks ago, during which time the pre-
senter went over books that could be
used all summer long to support the
theme. They were given a bibliography at
the end of  the program and this donation
will buy a majority of  these books. To
contact the library call 850-342-0205.

Jefferson County Clerk of  the Court
Kirk Reams was speaker for the Monti-
cello Kiwanis January 16 meeting. He
spoke to the group about the North
Florida Broadband initiative that is
being expanded throughout Jefferson
County.

Kiwanis January Programs



DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The South East Eye
Specialist has relocated
its optometry practice to
a new office location at
the Gerry Specialty
Clinic, 555 North Jeffer-
son, in Monticello. A rib-
bon cutting ceremony
will be held at 12 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 20
at the Gerry Specialty
Clinic. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

The office is open at
this time with Op-
tometrist Helen Jelks
King seeing patients on
Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays. 
The office also employs a
licensed optician, Teenie
Metvhin; an optometric
technician, Michelle
Sosa; and a front office
manager.

Walk ins are wel-
come. For more informa-
tion and to make
appointments, call the of-
fice at 850-997-4772. The of-
fice hours are 8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. with the office
closed from 1 to 2 p.m. for
lunch. The office is conve-
niently open from 12 to 1
p.m. for working folks to
pick up products or to get
exams.

South East Eye Spe-
cialist has 11 optometrists
and one ophthalmologist
in its eight office loca-
tions; Tallahassee,
Quincy, Crawfordville,
Thomasville, and now in
Monticello.

Most insurances,
health and vision plans
are accepted including
Medicare, Medicaid, Vi-
sion Care Plan, Vision
Service Plan, Davis Vi-
sion, EyeMed, and
Spectera. 

Its doctors are
providers for all major
medical insurances in-
cluding Blue Cross, Blue

Shield, Humana, Cigna,
Aetna, and Tricare.

There is a low cost co-
pay of  $49 for office visits
by Capital Health Plan pa-
tients. There is a dis-
counted fee of  $89 for
private pay patients,
those without any med-
ical or vision insurance.

Patients may choose
from a large selection of
frames in a variety of
price ranges, including
sunglasses with and with-
out a prescription. The
turn around time on eye-
glasses is generally 2 to 5
days. There is a dis-
counted frame/lens selec-
tion for those without
vision insurance… $89 for
single vision frame and
lens and $129 for bifocal.

There is a large selec-
tion of  trial contact
lenses and every type of
contact lens is fit in this
office; hard, gas perme-
able, soft, disposable, and
scleral. The Monticello of-
fice will match competi-
tor contact lens pricing.

South East Eye Spe-
cialist doctors are quali-
fied to treat glaucoma, eye
diseases, conjunctivitis,
corneal abrasions, and
foreign bodies in the eye.
There is state of  the art
diagnostic equipment and
the charts are all Elec-
tronic Medical Records.

And, the opticians also do
adjustments and repairs
to glasses at no charge.

Prescription drugs
are usually sent directly
to the pharmacy via com-
puter by e-prescribe, so
there is no waiting for the
patient to pick up a pre-
scription.

Dr. Helen King has
had her own private prac-
tice in southwest Florida
with her husband, also an
optometrist, for 27 years.
She is looking forward to
meeting the Jefferson
County residents and en-
gaging in local activities. 

She is now ready to
fulfill her remaining ca-
reer as an Optometrist
after a one year sabbati-
cal. This sabbatical was
made possible due to the
sale of  the practice of
King and King, O.D., PA.,
which has been her sole
optometric career. Her
practice was primarily
geriatric in nature; there-
fore she is fully knowl-
edgeable in age related
eye topics. Furthermore,
her practice accepted
most vision plans, so she
had a large contact lens
patient base.

Dr. King received her
Doctor of  Optometry in
1983 at Southern College
of  Optometry in Mem-
phis, TN.; Bachelor of  Sci-
ence in Biology in 1979 at
Emory University in At-
lanta, GA.; she attended
and graduated from Sara-
sota High School in Sara-
sota, FL. in 1976. She
received her Florida Op-
tometry License in 1983.

She has membership
with the American Opto-
metric Association,
Florida Optometric Asso-
ciation, Manasota Society
of  Optometrists, South-
ern Council of  Op-
tometrists, and the North
Florida Optometric Asso-
ciation.
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South East Eye Specialist Has Relocated

Helen Jelks King, O.D.

The South East Eye Specialist is now located in the Gerry Specialty Clinic.

KRISTIN FINNEY
ECB Publishing, Inc. 

During the holiday season, many people spent money on gifts and holiday sup-
plies. But where did the products come from? 

Buying American made products is one of  the simplest ways to support eco-
nomic growth in America, however, for many people it is not such a simple task.
Many people struggle with knowing which products are American made and
which are not. And even more people don’t know where they can buy American
made products. 

There are many online resources for people facing this problem. One resource
is  www.AmericansWorking.com Americans Working has several different options
of  how to find American made products. They have lists based on the product that
you are searching for or lists based on what state you live in. And they are just one
of  the hundreds of  websites that offer this service. 

According to Americans Working the most important aspect of  buying Amer-
ican made products is that it saves or creates American Jobs. Making more Amer-
ican jobs stimulates the economy by keeping American money in America. When
we spend our money on foreign made products, we stimulate their economy and
drain money from our own. 

Another benefit of  buying American made products is that it encourages
human rights. In foreign countries, the laws on the treatment of  employees are
often less strict and allow for lower working conditions. There are many countries
that under pay their factory workers and the employees are abused by being forced
to work extremely long days in terrible conditions. American’s laws on businesses
are much stricter and do not allow for workers to be treated like that. 

In addition to having listings on products that are made in America, Ameri-
cans Working also has listings of  products made in each state. In the state of
Florida there are 14 listings ranging from children’s clothing and furniture to
kitchen products and soap. 

Make sure that you buy American made products every chance that you get!

The Importance of  Buying
American Made Products

ECP Publishing Photo by Fran Hunt, February 1, 2013
Many from the community were present during the ribbon cutting ceremony and

grand opening sale at the new Wag The Dog location, ion the former Edenfield Hard-
ware building. Holding the ceremonial scissors are, from left to right, Volunteer Man-
ager Jeanette Nativio, Volunteer Assistant Manager Jeannie Beetsma, Jeanette Nativio,
Volunteer Team Leader Joan Breault, and Volunteer Team Leader Faye Pritchett.

Wag The Dog Ribbon Cutting



Jefferson Elementary
School held its second 9-
week recognition pro-
gram on Friday, January
18. The program was held
to recognize all students
for the Academic Honor
Roll and Conduct Honor
Roll. 36-students were pre-
sented certificates for the
A Honor Roll and 79-stu-
dents received certificates
and ribbons for achieving
the AB Honor Roll. Stu-
dents who demonstrated
excellent behavior were
presented with ribbons for
the Conduct Honor Roll
and two students from
each class were recog-
nized as Good Citizens. 

A - Honor Roll Students 
1st Grade: 

Christopher Crumity
Ja’Veon Crumity
Chase Fountain
Randi Frazier
Samantha Hall
Elizabeth Kessler
Matthew Kessler
Kamar Mays
Keoni Nelson
Gwenith Rogers
Ahmad Walker
Ariel Williams

A - Honor Roll Students
2nd Grade:

Shunius Bellamy
Ny’Asja Bundrage
Mason Craig

Shamyra Harris
Rubin Jaimes

Janaysia Jennings
Sandy Le
Kirah Mays

Jonathan Moore
Anthony Newbon
Evelia Perez
Wade Sego
Sahara Silas

Devin Singleton
Kemya Thomas

Haley Walker
Rico Watkins

A - Honor Roll Students
3rd Grade:
Katie Brown
Isabella Gray
Logan Lamb
Alaina Massey
Jakiya Robinson

A - Honor Roll Students
5th Grade:

Ny’Geria Alexander-
Aaliyah Martin

A/B - Honor Roll 
Students 1st Grade:
Alexis Baker
Kasey Creamer
Shaun Eades

Jeremy Freedman
Breon Gillyard
Naila Hill

Anaisia Johnson
Zaimah Mitchell
Jason Mosley
Ahmad Murray
Zaniya Parrish
Molly Powell
Christian Sloan
Miranda Smith
Tyler Walton

Kimiriya Wilson

A/B - Honor Roll 
Students 2nd Grade: 
Fredrick Alexander
Eduardo Aviles
Azaria Bellamy

Demetrius Bellamy
Caylee Boland
Haven Francis
Jiyah Ghee

Tyuan Hamilton
Jalexia Jones
Jemika McCray
Alicia Meeks
Jaila Mitchell
Emma Moore
Joshua Moore
Arleja Nealy

Alejandra Nogal
Daniel Rosas
Maria Rosas

Tykora Thompson
E’Zhari Troutman
Errion Wade
Justice Walker
Willeshia Walker
Jaden Williams
Alijah Wright 

A/B - Honor Roll 
Students 3rd Grade: 
Jakayla Bellamy
Hunter Boland
Elijah Brannan
Trayrion Brown
Dominic Butler
Jordan Byrd
Tyren Dasher
Wilber Gabriel
Rommel Ingram

Kymeriyonna Livingston
Tranecia Moore
Julio Martinez
Asia Parker

Courtney Smith
Ryan Walker
Hunter Watson
Taniah Whitfield

A/B - Honor Roll 
Students 4th Grade: 
Elijah Bellamy
Jayden Burns
Kennedy McCoy
Trinity Ryan
Matthew Steen

A/B - Honor Roll 
Students 5th Grade: 
Damarius Alexander
Ayianna Bradley
Tristan Craig
Elizabeth Crego
Ja’Keysiya Denson
Teree’yona Dunlap
Ariyanna Ellison
Vladimir Grady

Marquelius Hawkins
Cindy Le

Jada Mosley
Alex Salmons
Anthony Seaton
Jahmichael Steen
Allen Washington
Zavion Wiggins
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School 
JES Second 9-Week 

Recognition It’s almost time for SUPER SATUR-
DAY AT NFCC. Mark your calendar, save
the date and stop by the
North Florida Commu-
nity College campus on
SATURDAY, MARCH 2 for
an OPEN HOUSE and
FREE APPLICATION
DAY from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The event is open to the
public and all are invited
to attend.

Some highlights of
Super Saturday include
scholarship drawings,
campus tours, financial
aid application assis-
tance, and opportunities
to explore NFCC degree
and certificate programs
and talk with program in-
structors and advisors. 

As an incentive to enroll early for
NFCC’s 2013 summer and fall terms, high
school seniors and all first time college

applicants who fill out an admissions ap-
plication at SUPER SATURDAY pay no

application fee – applying
to NFCC is completely
free on Saturday, March 2;
a $20 savings.
NFCC staff  will also be

on hand to assist future
students complete the
Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA).
See the NFCC Super Sat-
urday web page for infor-
mation you should bring
to complete the FAFSA –
www.nfcc.edu/super-sat-
urday.
Super Saturday is open

to anyone interested in at-
tending NFCC or finding
out more information

about the college and its many programs
and offerings. For more information con-
tact Kim Halfhill at (850) 973-1623 or
email HalfhillK@nfcc.edu. 

NFCC Super Saturday Open House Is March 2
All Invited To NFCC’s Campus Open House And Free Application Day

The Public Safety Academy at North
Florida Community College is now accept-
ing students for its Law Enforcement Re-
cruit and Correctional Basic Recruit
programs. A new Correctional Officer
Basic Recruit class is set to begin March 18,
2013. Those interested in enrolling in this
class or upcoming Law Enforcement
classes are encouraged to contact the Pub-
lic Safety Academy now to begin the appli-
cation and enrollment process. Classes are
held Monday through Thursday from 6-11
p.m. at the NFCC Public Safety Academy
complex on the NFCC campus in Madison,
Fla.

The NFCC Public Safety Academy is
one of  40 criminal justice training centers
approved by the Florida Criminal Justice
Standards and Training Commission
(CJSTC) to train basic recruits in law en-
forcement, corrections, recertification pro-
grams, and continuing workforce
education. NFCC’s Correctional and Law
Enforcement Basic Recruit programs pre-
pare students for the certification exams re-
quired for all Florida officers and require
rigorous physical demands upon the re-
cruit in defensive tactics, firearms, vehicle
operations and physical fitness training.
Acceptance in these programs are limited
to meeting requirements established by the
Florida Criminal Justice Standards and
Training Commission, North Florida Com-

munity College, The Public Safety Acad-
emy, and our Criminal Justice Advisory
Board.

Students can complete training in one
year or less. Those interested in training at
NFCC are encouraged to begin the enroll-
ment process now. You must be at least 18-
years-old to enter NFCC’s Law
Enforcement and Correctional Basic Re-
cruit programs and must pass the Florida
Criminal Justice Basic Abilities Test
(CJBAT) before submitting an application
for admission. The CJBAT can be taken on
the NFCC campus. Official high
school/GED diploma and transcripts and
passing background checks are also re-
quired for admission. Financial assistance
may be available for qualified students.

For more information, contact Gail
Hackle, at (850) 973-1617 or
hackleg@nfcc.edu. Information is also
available at www.nfcc.edu/public-safety.

NFCC Public Safety Academy Enrolling Now
New Correctional Officer Basic Recruit Class Begins March 18



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy varsity War-
riors have wrapped up the
regular season with a
12-11 record, and have
mounted some very im-
pressive statistics. 

As a team, the War-
riors have netted 276 of
710 attempts from the
field, 134 of  511 attempts
from the three-point zone,
and 222 of  364 attempts
from the free-throw line
for 1,176 points. They col-
lected 272 assists, 289 of-
fensive and 479 defensive
rebounds for a total of  768
rebounds, with 240
block/steals, and 442
turnovers. 

Individually, Braden
Mattingly netted 35 of  84
attempts from the field, 22
of  75 attempts from the
three-point zone, and 31 of
50 attempts from the free-
throw line for 167 points.
He had 38 assists, 46 offen-
sive and 62 defensive re-
bounds for a total of  108
rebounds, with 43
block/steals, and 68
turnovers. 

Jared Jackson buck-
eted 79 of  158 attempts
from the field, and 41 of  84
attempts from the free-

throw line for 199
points. He had 14
a s s i s t s ,
and led the

Warriors in
r ebound s
with 88 offen-
sive and
116 de-

f e n -
s i v e
r e -
bounds
for a total
of  204 re-
bounds, with
2 2
block/steals,
and 28

turnovers.  
Bran -

don Holm hit
eight of  33 attempts
from the field, seven of
25 attempts from the
three-point zone, and
eight of  15 attempts
from the free-throw line
for 45 points. He had 20 as-
sists, 19 offensive and 20
defensive rebounds for a

total of  39 rebounds, with
15 block/steals, and 32
turnovers. 

Ryan Rivera
made one of  nine at-

t e m p t s
f r o m

t h e

f i e l d ,
and one
of  two
a t -
t empt s
from the
f r e e -
t h r o w
line for

t h r e e
points. He had
three offensive
and one defen-
sive rebound for a
total of  four re-
bounds, with one
block/steal, and

four turnovers.
Ricky Finlayson

bucketed 12 of  53 attempts
from the field, 48 of  152 at-
tempts from the three-
point zone, and 13 of  22
attempts from the free-
throw line for 181 points.
He had 28 assists, 10 offen-
sive and 18 defensive re-
bounds for a total of  28
rebounds, with 22
block/steals, and 35
turnovers. 

Hans Sorensen buck-
eted 48 of  136 attempts
from the field, 13 of  60 at-
tempts from the three-
point zone, and 23 of  38
attempts from the free-
throw line for 158 points.
He had 69 assists, 38 offen-
sive and 79 defensive re-
bounds for a total of  117
rebounds. He led the War-
riors in block/steals with
62, and he had 133
turnovers. 

Jay Finlayson led the
Warrior scoreboard, tar-
geting 33 of  112 attempts
from the field, 41 of  174 at-
tempts from the three-
point zone, and 75 of  102
attempts from the free-
throw line for 264 points.
Finlayson also led in as-
sists with 84. He had 28 of-
fensive and 101 defensive
rebounds for a total of  129
rebounds, with 51
block/steals, and 93
turnovers. 

Casey Demott buck-
eted 57 of  116 attempts
from the field, three of  22
attempts from the three-
point zone, and 30 of  50 at-
tempts from the
free-throw line for 153
points. He had 10 assists,
52 offensive and 75 defen-
sive rebounds for a total
of  127 rebounds, with 15
block/steals, and 32
turnovers. 

Carson Nennstiel net-
ted three of  nine attempts
from the field, missed
three attempts from the
three-point zone, and
missed one attempt from
the free-throw line for six
points. He had nine as-
sists, five offensive and
seven defensive rebounds
for a total of  12 rebounds,
with nine block/steals,
and 15 turnovers.
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Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  February 8, 2013 through February 15, 2013
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
February 9

4:20 AM
*10:30 AM

4:45 PM
*10:55 PM

Sunday, 
February 10

5:10 AM
*11:20 AM

5:30 PM
*11:45 PM

Tuesday, 
February 12
*12:45 AM
6:55 AM
*1:10 PM
7:20 PM

Wednesday,
February 13

*1:30 AM
7:45 AM
*2:00 PM
8:20 PM

Thursday,
February 14

2:30 AM
*8:40 PM
2:50 PM
*9:10 PM

Friday,
Febuary 15
*3:20 AM
9:30 AM
*3:40 PM
10:00 PM

Friday,
Febuary 8
3:30 AM
*9:30 AM
3:40 PM
*9:45 PM

Monday, 
February 11

6:00 AM
*12:20 AM

6:30 PM

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The season has come to an end for the Aucilla
Christian Academy varsity Warriors, who have played
24 games and wound up the year, 12-12.

Coach Dan Nennstiel provided the
averages for each of  the players. 

Jay Finlayson played in 23
games. He led the Warriors in
scoring with 267 points, which av-
erages 11.6 points per game.
Finlayson had 135 rebounds,
which averages 5.9 rebounds
per game. He also led the
team in assists, with 88,
which averages 3.8 assists per
game, and he had 53 steals,
which averages 2.7 steals
per game. 

Jared Jackson played in
22 games. He had 204 points,
which averages 9.3 points per
game. Jackson led the Warriors
in rebounds with 210, which av-
erages 9.5 rebounds per game. He
also had 16 assists, which averages
0.7 assist per game, and he had 24 steals,
which averages 1.1 assists per game. 

Ricky Finlayson played in 24 games. He had
187 points, which averages 7.8 points per game. He had
29 rebounds, which averages 1.2 rebounds per game.
Finlayson also had 28 assists, which averages1.2 assists
per game, and he had 23 steals, which averages 1.0 steal
per game. 

Braden Mattingly played in 24 games. He had 172
points, which averages 7.2 points per game. He had 114
rebounds, which averages 4.8 rebounds per gamer. Mat-
tingly also had 38 assists, which averages 1.6 assists per

game, and he had 48 steals, which averages 2.0 steals per
game. 

Casey Demott played in 23 games. He had 159
points, which averages 6.9 points per game. He had 134
rebounds, which averages 5.8 rebounds per game. De-

mott also had 11 assists, which averages 0.5 assist per
game, and he had 15 steals, which averages 0.7

steal per game. 
Hans Sorensen played in 24

games. He had 165 points, which av-
erages 6.9 points per game. He had
123 rebounds, which averages 5.1
rebounds per game. Sorensen
also had 72 assists, which aver-
ages 3.0 assists per game, and
he led the Warriors in steals
with 65, which averages 2.7
steals per game. 

Brandon Holm played
in 15 games. He had 45

points, which averages 3.0
points per game. He had 39

rebounds, which averages
2.6 rebounds per game. Holm
also had 20 assists, which aver-

ages 1.3 assists per game, and he had
15 steals, which average 1.0 steal per

game.
Carson Nennstiel played in 14 games.

He had six points, which averages 0.4 point per
game. He had 12 rebounds, which averages 0.9 steal per
game. Nennstiel also had 9 assists, which averages 0.6
assist per game, and he had nine steals, which averages
0.6 steal per game. 

Ryan Rivera played in 24 games. He had three
points, which averages 0.1 point per game. He had four
rebounds, which averages 0.2 rebound per game. Rivera
also had no assists, and one steal, which averages 0.0
steal per game.

Warriors Year End Averages
FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian Academy varsity Warriors
hit the hardwood against John Paul II in the District
Quarter final on February 4, and the Warriors were
dropped for a 43-32 loss, to end the season, 12-12.

As a team, the Warriors netted six of  18 attempts
from the field, six of  30 attempts from the three-point
zone, and two of  five attempts from the free-throw line
for 32 points. They had 10 assists, 13 offensive and 19
defensive rebounds for a total of  32 rebounds, with 13
block/steals, and 22 turnovers. 

Individually, Braden Mattingly netted one of  two
attempts from the field, and one of  three attempts
from the three-point zone for five points. He had four
offensive and two defensive rebounds for a total of  six
rebounds, with five block/steals, and five turnovers. 

Jared Jackson bucketed two of  five attempts from
the field, and one of  two attempts from the free-throw
line for five points. He had two assists, three offensive
and three defensive rebounds for a total of  six re-
bounds, with two block/steals, and one turnover. 

Ricky Finlayson missed one attempt from the
field, and bucketed two of  seven attempts from the
three-point zone for six points. He had one defensive
rebound, one block/steal, and three turnovers. 

Hans Sorensen hit two of  six attempts from the
field, one of  five attempts from the three-point zone,
and missed one attempt from the free-throw line for
seven points. He had three assists, two offensive and
four defensive rebounds for a total of  six rebounds,
with three block/steals, and eight turnovers. 

Jay Finlayson netted one of  10 attempts from the
three-point zone for three points. He had four assists,
one offensive and five defensive rebounds for a total
of  six rebounds, with two block/steals, and five
turnovers. 

Casey Demott hit one of  four attempts from the
field, one of  five attempts from the three-point zone,
and one of  two attempts from the free-throw line for
six points. He had one assist, three offensive and four
defensive rebounds for a total of  seven rebounds.

Warriors Lose 
District Quarterfinal

Warriors’ Season Stats
ACA

Basketball

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy varsity War-
riors hit the hardwood on
February 1, and squared
off  against Mayo
(Lafayette), and Aucilla
walked out with a 45-40
victory to now stand
12-11, and to
wrap up the
r e g u l a r
season. 

As a
t e a m ,
t h e
W a r -
r i o r s
net ted
six of  18
attempts
from the
field, nine of
31 attempts
from the three-point
zone, and six of  eight at-
tempts from the free-
throw line for 45 points.
They collected 14 assists,
10 offensive and 24 defen-
sive rebounds for a total of
34 rebounds, with three
block/steals and 14
turnovers.

Individually, Braden
Mattingly bucketed four
of  seven attempts from the
field, missed four attempts
from the three-point zone,
and netted one attempt
from the free-throw line
for nine points. He had one
assist, two offensive and
five defensive rebounds
for a total of  seven re-
bounds, with one
block/steal, and three
turnovers. 

Ricky Finlayson tar-

geted five of  11 attempts
from the three-point zone
for 15 points. He had two
assists, one offensive and
four defensive rebounds
for a total of  five re-
bounds, with two
turnovers. 

Hans Sorensen hit one
of  six attempts from the

field, and three of
seven attempts

from the
three-point
zone for 11
p o i n t s .
He had
t h r e e
assists,
two of-
fensive
and five
defensive

rebounds
for a total of

seven rebounds,
w i t h

one block/steal, and four
turnovers. 

Jay Finlayson missed
three attempts from the
field, hit one of  seven at-
tempts from the three-
point zone, and netted five
of  seven attempts from the
free-throw line for eight
points. He had six assists,
two offensive and four de-
fensive rebounds for a
total of  six rebounds.

Casey Demott netted
one of  two attempts from
the field, and missed two
attempts from the three-
point zone for two points.
He had two assists, three
offensive and six defensive
rebounds for a total of
nine rebounds, with one
block/steal, and three
turnovers.

Warriors Beat
Lafayette
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VIEW OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @
www.directautoexchange.com 352740

850.574.8200

Your Pre-Owned

Certifi ed Dealer
®

Auto • Home
Business • Life

Health • Annuities

Call today for coverage information. 

Insuring
What
Matters
Most100% CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION 
IS OUR GOAL

FOREIGN & DOMESTICFOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Body & Paint Work • Frame Straightening

FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

11615 US Hwy 319 N 
Thomasville, GA

(Past Wal-Mart across the street from 
Stallings Dodge Chrysler Jeep)

229-226-2077

DUNHAM BODY SHOP

Morrow Insurance
Agency

380 S. Jefferson St. Monticello, FL

(850) 997-3912

From Wheelbarrow 
to 18-Wheeler

We’ve got your tires!

SSorensenorensen
TTire ire CCenter,enter,

IInc.nc.

1300 N. 
Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

850-997-4689
CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

Size: 2 COLUMN x 6.5Size: 1 COLUMN x 4.5

March ’07
G4: Everyday Savings
Use: Local Newspaper
Instructions: Add phone # and address

GENERAL AUDIENCE

It’s not a special offer, 
just plain

everyday low rates. 
Convenient local office  Money-saving discounts

Low down payments  Monthly payment plans  24-hour ser-
vice and claims  Coverage available by phone

It’s not a special
offer, just plain

everyday low rates. 
 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees  
 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states 
 
 

1700 N. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl
850-385-6047

Road
Trip
Road
Trip

Sports

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson County varsity Tigers
squared off  against East Gadsden on Jan-
uary 31, and Jefferson lost a close 57-52
contest, to now stand 7-12 on the season. 

The score was tied in the first quarter,
7-7, and in the second quarter, 8-8. East
Gadsden came back and took the third
quarter, 23-17, and Jefferson took the
fourth quarter, 20-19.

As a team, the Tigers bucketed 18 of
41 attempts from the field, two of  seven at-
tempts from the three-point zone, and 10
of  35 attempts from the free-throw line for
52 points. They had eight assists, two
blocked shots, 11 offensive and 27 defen-
sive rebounds for a total of  38 rebounds,
with 14 steals, and 22 personal fouls. 

Individually, Lenorris Footman buck-
eted six of  12 attempts from the field,
missed one attempt from the three-point
zone, and hit two of  11 attempts from the
free-throw line for 14 points. He had two
assists, four offensive and 12 defensive re-
bounds for a total of  16 rebounds and a
double-double, with three steals, and four
personal fouls. 

Gene Noel missed five attempts from
the field, and hit one of  two attempts from
the free-throw line for one point. He had
one assist, one blocked shot, two offensive

and two defensive rebounds for a total of
four rebounds, with two steals, and five
personal fouls. 

Ramez Nealy targeted eight of  13 at-
tempts from the field, missed one attempt
from the three-point zone, and netted
three of  10 attempts from the free-throw
line for 9 points. He collected three offen-
sive and 10 defensive rebounds for a total
of  13 rebounds for a double-double, with
one steal, and five personal fouls. 

Tre’Veyon Edwards missed two at-
tempts from the field, and two attempts
from the free-throw line. He had two
steals, and one personal foul. 

Travis Addison missed two attempts
from the field, and hit one of  two attempts
from the free-throw line for one point. He
also had one offensive and one defensive
rebound for a total of  two rebounds. 

Anthony Footman hit one of  two at-
tempts from the field, and missed two at-
tempts from the free-throw line for two
points. He had one blocked shot, one offen-
sive and two defensive rebounds for a total
of  three rebounds, with one steal, and
three personal fouls. 

Ladarian Smiley bucketed three of
five attempts from the field, two of  five at-
tempts from the three-point zone, and
three of  six attempts from the free-throw
line for 15 points. He had five assists, five
steals, and four personal fouls. 

Tigers Lose To East Gadsden

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Jefferson County Head
Softball Coach Frank
Brown, gave an update on
the program, and provided
the varsity roster and
schedule. 

Practices officially
began on January 7. 

The girls have been
working on basic out field-
ing techniques, such as the
difference between catch-
ing fly balls and ground
balls. They have also been
rotating on the in field posi-
tions, and working on their
batting skills. The tryout
period also served as a
training period for the
team. Brown has been ob-
serving where which girl is
best so he could form the
team.

“This year, we have a
batting cage, so we will be
able to work ion batting and
fielding at the same time,”
he added. “That makes the
practices much more effec-
tive rather than having
some players standing
around doing nothing. We
also painted the dugout in
the school colors, and there

is fencing in front of  the
dugout. The fencing around
the field is also being re-
paired. I guess you could
say we are on a renovation
campaign,” he concluded. 

Playing for the Lady
Tigers are Alyssa Lewis,
third base; Brianna Nolan,
center field/pitcher; Carlie
Barber, first base; Jana Bar-
ber, catcher; Kelvisha Nor-
ton, left field; Mikayla
Norton, second base; Shay
Dunlap, right field; La-
dayshia “Skitttles”
Williams, shortstop; and
Taylor Clemens,
pitcher/center field. 

Serving as the assis-
tant coach is Earlene
Knight.

The first game was
held February 5 against
Taylor County, and the re-
sults of  the game will be
forthcoming. Action con-
tinues against Melody
Christian, 4 p.m., February
11, home; FAMU, 4:30 p.m.,
February 12, away;
Rickards, 3 p.m., February
15, home; John Paul, 4 p.m.,
February 19, home; Maclay,
3:30 p.m., February 21,
away; and a district game
against Lafayete (Mayo), 7

p.m., February 25, away.
A district game against

Branford, 6 p.m., March 5,
home; a district game
against Hamilton County, 7
p.m., March 7, away;
Maclay, 3:30 p.m., March 11,
home; FAMU, 4 p.m., March
13, home; La district game
against Lafayette (Mayo), 4
p.m., March 18, home; a dis-
trict game against Hamil-
ton County, 4 p.m., March
21, home; and Taylor
County, 4 p.m., March 22,
home.

Action continues
against Branford in a dis-
trict game, 7 p.m., April 2,
away; Rickards, 6 p.m.,
April 3, away; a district
game against Melody
Christian, 5 p.m., April 5,
away; and wrapping up the
regular season, John Paul,
4 p.m., April 12, away.

The District tourna-
ment will be held April 15-
19. Times and locations to
be announced; the Regional
tournaments will be held
April 25 and 30, and May 4,
times and locations to be
announced; and the State fi-
nals will be held May 17-18,
times and locations to be
announced. 

Ladies Softball
Varsity Lady Tigers Softball 

Schedule And Roster Released

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Jefferson Head Track Coach KJ Delaney recently gave updates about the track team.
He said they began practices three weeks ago, and it appears that there may be 25 ath-

letes on the team. Coach Delaney added that their first meet would be at 4 p.m., February 12
at Rickards.

The team roster and schedule will be forthcoming.
“Samiria Martin, Shan Scott, and Shavarist Alexander, all have very good chances of

getting track scholarships,” he said.
Coach Delaney also addressed summer track at Jefferson. “Summer track has been big,”

he said. There were five athletes on the team. 
“Shan Scott went to the Junior Olympics in Houston, TX and placed 16th overall in the

shot put with a distance of  39 feet and five inches. There were 55 girls from all over the coun-
try competing.”

Last summer, the team went to Tampa and Jacksonville. “This year we’re going to De-
troit for the Junior Olympics,” said Coach Delaney.

The summer track team is for athletes ages five through 18, and if  the athlete attends
all the fundraisers, there are no fees. 

The summer track program is made possible through the track club that Coach Delaney
belongs to, the Capitol City Christian Cruisers (CCCC).

Scott, Martin and Alexander, will be able to compete this summer, but will be unable to
next year due to their ages. 

Jefferson Track Team Update
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DJ GEORANDRE PITTMAN DR.
PLAYTOY ENTERTAINMENT

Valentines Day
Ball

All students of the 
Jefferson Middle/High School
are invited to the Valentines Day Ball 

February 16, 2013
7:00 P.M. - 12:00 P.M.

At the
Jefferson

Teen Center!

Admission 
$5

Introducing...

Sandy & Solomon
SEAFOOD MARKET

Located At
1015 N Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL  32344

850-997-7300

COMING SOON
Tuesday - Saturday

10:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.

&MONTICELLO NEWS

JeffersonJournal

Hometown Connections
THE ONLY GUIDE YOU NEED FOR LIVING IN THE JEFFERSON COUNTY AREA

Our yearly publication of the Hometown Connections Guide will be published at the
end of February 2013. This is the only guide you need for living in Jefferson and/or sur-
rounding counties. This is a publication that goes out to over 3,000 people in the Jeffer-
son County area. The Hometown Connections Guide is one of the most requested
publications produced by ECB Publishing.

Contact us by Phone: 850-997-3568 Fax: 850-997-3774 or 
Email: glendaslater@embarqmail.com

Full page 
(8.5”X10”) - $200.00

Half Page 
(8.5”X5” OR 5”X8.5”) - $100.00
Quarter Page (3.5”x5”) - $50.00  

Color is also available

Don’t Miss 
Your Chance! 

Call Now!

THIS GUIDE WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT YOUR ADVERTISEMENT.

Monticello News is once again bringing you “Love Lines” to

tell your loved ones, family, friends how much you care! Just the

perfect and precise thing! For just a few dollars you can express

your true love for the Valentines Day! Submit your love quotes,

poems, letters, or notes to us and we will post it in next Wednes-

days Monticello News! Make sure that you get YOURS in by call-

ing Bobbie at 997-3568.

Show The Love!
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Legals

http://www.myallrealty.com

973-9990

All Realty Services
Big-Bend - Florida

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker
HUD Registered Florida Broker

850-933-6363 

850-

Just off Ashville Highway
Lightly wooded, 5 acres,

3BD/2BTH

$45,000

10.53 acres
Mini Farm Fixer Upper 

House in bad shape, 4 BD/2BTH

$69,000

Boston Highway 18 acres
Pond, woods, brick home

$154,900

Pristine Riverfront 11.42 acres
Like new home, 3 BD/2BTH, extras

$91,500

Convenience Store with Gas
Extra office/shop included

$600 per month

9.5 acres
East of Aucilla River

Fencing, porches, outbuildings

$89,000

Ask For Benjamin T. Jones, 
Jessica Brawner Webb or 

Bruce DuPuis

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

ADVERTISING
NETWORK

OF
FLORIDA
a subsidiary of  the  

Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED
PROGRAM

StAtEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOr

MONDAY 2/4/2013 tHrOuGH

2/10/2013

Adoption

ADOPT: childless teacher (33) and de-
voted husband (37) wish to adopt;

promise unconditional love,
opportunities. Expenses Paid.

Kristie/gabe. Attorney Adam Sklar,
Bar#0150789. 1-888-387-9290

TOll FrEE.

Business Opportunities

STArT NOW! OPEN rED hOT DOl-
lAr, DOllAr PlUS, MAIlBOx,

DIScOUNT PArTY, $10 clOThINg
STOrE, TEEN STOrE, FITNESS

cENTEr FrOM $53,900 WOrlD-
WIDE! WWW.DrSS20.cOM (800)518-

3064

For Sale

lEAThEr lIVINg rOOM SET, In
Original Plastic, Never Used , Org.

$3,000, sacrifice $975.-- chErrY BED-
rOOM SET, Solid Wood, new in fac-

tory boxes--$895. can Deliver. Bill
(813)298-0221.

WAlK-IN BAThTUBS - Save Addi-
tional $500 in February! Made in USA,
local company, lifetime Warranties.
Professional Installation! call Before
You Fall! (800)317-8827 for Pricing or

http://www.SBSTubs.com/

help Wanted

Driver - Qualify for any portion of
$.03/mile quarterly bonus: $.01 Safety,

$.01 Production,
$.01 MPg. Two raises in first year. 3

months recent experience. 800-414-9569
www.driveknight.com

Top Pay for limited Experience! 34
cpm for 1 Mos OTr Exp Plus Benefits,

New Equip & 401K. (877)258-8782
www.ad-drivers.com

Experienced OTr Flatbed Drivers earn
50 up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to
Qualified drivers. home most weekends.

call: (843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghi-
way.com. EOE

Miscellaneous

MEDIcAl cArEErS begin here –
Train ONlINE for Allied health and
Medical Management. Job placement

assistance. computer available. Finan-
cial Aid if qualified. SchEV authorized.

call 888-203-3179 www.centuraOn-
line.com

AIrlINES ArE hIrINg – Train for
hands on Aviation Maintenance career.
FAA approved program. Financial aid if

qualified – housing available cAll
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-

314-3769

NUrSINg cArEErS begin here –
Train in months, not years. Financial

aid if qualified. housing available. Job
Placement assistance. call centura In-

stitute Orlando
(877) 206-6559

ATTEND cOllEgE ONlINE from
home.  *Medical, *Business, *criminal
Justice, *hospitality. Job placement as-
sistance. computer available. Financial

Aid if qualified. SchEV authorized.
call 888-203-3179  hYPErlINK
"http://www.centuraOnline.com"

www.centuraOnline.com

AIrlINE cArEErS – Become an Avi-
ation Maintenance Tech. FAA approved

training. Financial aid if qualified –
housing available. Job placement assis-
tance. cAll Aviation Institute of Main-

tenance 866-314-3769

OTr Drivers Wanted

Drivers - class A Flatbed
hOME EVErY WEEKEND! Pay

37¢/mi, Both ways, FUll BENEFITS,
requires 1 year OTr Flatbed experi-

ence.
800-572-5489 x227, SunBelt Transport,

Jacksonville, Fl

TIrED OF lIVINg PAYchEcK TO
PAYchEcK? There's great earning po-
tential as a Professional Truck Driver!
The average Professional Truck Driver

earns over $700/wk*! 16-Day cDl
Training @ NFcc/roadmaster! Ap-
proved for Veterans Training. cAll
TODAY! (866)467-0060 *DOl/BlS

2012

Travel

$399 cancun All Inclusive Special
Stay 6 Days In A luxury BeachFront

resort
With Meals And Drinks For $399!

http://www.cancun5star.com/ 888-481-
9660

FlOrIDA - cENTrAl

Adoption

ADOPT: childless teacher (33) and de-
voted husband (37) wish to adopt;

promise unconditional love,
opportunities. Expenses Paid.

Kristie/gabe. Attorney Adam Sklar,
Bar#0150789. 1-888-387-9290

TOll FrEE.

Employment

Driver Trainees Needed NOW!
Become a driver for Werner Enter-

prises.
Earn $800 per week! local cDl Train-

ing
1-877-214-3624

Help
Wanted

For Rent

1 & 2 BEDrOOM APArT-
MENTS AVAIlABlE. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-
997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

1 Br AND 2 Br at Coopers Pond
with W/D hook-up, attached car-
port, utility room. Quiet neighbor-
hood. Call 997-5007 10/3,tfn,c

3 Br/ 2 BA D.W. MOBIlE
hOME, 2 BR/2 BA Mobile
Home,  3 BR/2 BA Mobile
Home,  & 1 BR Park Model
Must meet income require-
ments.  No calls before 9:30 am
or after 6 pm.  850-997-1638 or
997-3890.  Closed Sunday.

10/24,tfn,c

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

Auto For Sale
1990  F-350  FOrD  1 TON 5 spd.
Flat bed with lift gate,  original
miles. $2,900 Call 850-997-1582
12/14,tfn,c

For Sale

Found
Mobile Homes

For Sale

100 FAMIlIES NEEDED for
Gov't Home Loan Program. Call
Today (850) 576-2104

zErO DOWN with Your
LAND! Or USE Your Paid for
TRADE IN Call Now (850)
576-2687.

4 Br 2 BA Granite Counter in
Kitchen, Living Room & Den –
Walk In Closets. Call Me (850)
576-2105.

3 BEDrOOM 2 BATh –
HUGE Kitchen, Beautiful Mas-
ter Bath – Walk In Closets. Call
Today (850) 576-2106

2 Br 1 BA – Used Mobile
Home Clean as a Whistle –
Won’t Last!!! Call Me ASAP
(850) 576-2687.         12/5, tfn, c

3Br, 2BATh D/W, Cent H/A,
Laundry Rm, Lg Front Covered
Porch, Great Cond.  
3Br, 2Bath house, Cent H/A,
Laundry Rm
4Br, Cent H/A, 
2Br, 1Bath, 14Wide, 
3Br, 12Wide, 
$425.00 to $750.00 850-242-
1520                           1/18, tfn,c

OFFIcE BUIlDINg For Rent
in Madison on Shelby St. across
the street from the Courthouse,
(between Owens Propane and
Burnette Plumbing) Newly Ren-
ovated, 1120 square feet. Call
Emerald Greene at 850-973-
4141  1/23,tfn

JEFFErSON PlAcE
APArTMENTS 1468 S. Wau-
keenah St.  Office 300 Monti-
cello  1BR $452, 2BR $490.
available.  HUD Vouchers ac-
cepted.  (850) 997-6964
TTY711.  This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer.  1/25,tfn,c

chEMISTrY INSTrUc-
TOr wanted at North Florida
Community College.  See
www.nfcc.edu.   1/25-2/8,c

22'  PONTOON BOAT 1992, with
trailer, 40HP Johnson, new lowerend
motor & prop. Asking $3,500.  Call
941-209-2052 for more info.
1/25,30,2/1 tfn

hOUSE clEANINg - Senior
discounts offered.  Call Vonda for
pricing.  850-997-3894  1/25,tfn 

Real Estate
lAND FOr SAlE BY
OWNEr, 21 acres house and
well, Plantation style, pines,
good pasture for horses.  Owner
Financing.  Call 850-997-5012

8/15,tfn,c

rEAl ESTATE FOr SAlE
grEENVIllE, 3/2, nice
house on 6 high and dry city
lots.  New windows, roof, heat
& a/c, siding, master shower.
$92,000  Possible owner financ-
ing.  850-599-5121  1/18-
2/18,pd

NEAr llOYD; 3/3 double
wide..very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace, sky-
light, screenroom, carport,
workshop on 5 beautiful acres
with live stream,  woods and
fenced pasture.  Asking $129k,
possible owner financing.  850-
599-5121  1/18-2/18,pd

DOg, TAN MED. SIzE with Blue
Collar, Found on Boston Hwy, Mon-
ticello- Call Jennifer Ellis 850-694-
2204 2/1,6,nc

Lost

DOg-, BlAcK AND TAN
gErMAN ShEPhErD
MIx, that has been lost in the
area of Freeman Road, Monti-
cello. The dog is named Bear,
and has a red collar. Call Kathy
Jo at 591-6750.           2/1,6,nc

cUTE lITTlE hOUSE FOr
rENT on 2 acres close to town.
1BR/1BA plus D.R. & Den.  In-
cludes appliances &
washer/dryer. New carpet & cur-
tains.  $550. mo. plus utilities &
Deposit.  Call 850-997-6991  No
Pets or smokers.           2/1-8,pd

AcTIVITY DIrEcTOr
FOr MADISON hEAlTh
AND rEhABIlITATION
cENTEr, a 60-bed skilled
nursing facility.  Requirements:
Certified or completion of a
state approved course and ex-
perience in skilled nursing en-
vironment for one year.   We
are a five star facility that pro-
motes excellence in all areas.
Applications being accepted
via email admin@madison-
healthandrehab.com , fax 850-
973-4880 or in person at 2481
West US 90, Madison, Fl.
32340  All inquiries are kept
confidential. 2/6-15

TAN STrIPED MAlE
NEUTErED SMAll cAT
in the vicinity of Main Ave. &
Lloyd Rd. Answer's to "Rhett"
Please call 342-2105  2/6,8

– STIll MISSINg –
"MAc" - This dog was
adopted Sunday, 1/20/13 at
Petsmart in Tallahassee. Mac
slipped his collar when the
family that adopted him went
to put him in their car. He has
been running around the area
and was last seen in the Lake
Ella Shops area and a Publix
near the Levy neighborhood. If
seen please call the Jefferson
County Humane Society 850-
342-0244 or Jeri Kimbrel at
727-422-0908   2/6,8

hOME hEAlTh AID
AND/Or hOUSEKEEPEr.
In home health aid for over 12
mo. in process of Cna.  Also
Cleaning homes for ten years
top to bottom.  Please call
Michelle  850-242-2263    

2/6,8,c

ThE cITY OF MADISON,
FlA. hAS AN OPENINg
FOr ThE POSITION OF
FIrE INSPEcTOr. Must be
certified as a Firefighter and
Fire Inspector.  Apply at
www.WorkforceFlorida.com
or visit your local workforce
office.   2/6,8,c

ThE cITY OF MADISON,
FlA. hAS AN OPENINg
FOr ThE POSITION OF
MAINTENANcE lA-
BOrEr.  A CDL "B" is re-
quired.  Apply at
www.WorkforceFlorida.com or
visit your local workforce of-
fice.  2/6,8,c

10 AcrES FOr SAlE Vacant
- no well or septic. Very good
land 3 miles north of Monticello.
Owner will finance. 850-997-
0301.                                2/6,nc

NOTIcE
Jefferson County Board of County Commission is now accepting applications for a
volunteer to sit on the Jefferson County Parks Advisory Board.  Applications may be
picked up at the County Coordinators Office, located at 450 W. Walnut St.  Monticello,
FL 32344 or call 850-342-0287.  All applications must be submitted by noon Thursday
February 28, 2013                                                                                    2/8,15,22/13,c

2/8,15/13

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:

CASE NO.: 12-196-CA

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
DEMETRIUS BROWN A/K/A DEMETRIUS L. BROWN; HOLLY
BROWN; UNKNOWN TENANT; IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY,

Defendants.

NOTIcE OF FOrEclOSUrE SAlE

NOTIcE IS hErEBY gIVEN pursuant to Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated the 15th day of January, 2013, and entered in Case No. 12-196-CA, of
the Circuit Court of the 2ND Judicial Circuit in and for Jefferson County,
Florida, wherein NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC is the Plaintiff and
DEMETRIUS BROWN A/K/A DEMETRIUS L. BROWN, HOLLY
BROWN and UNKNOWN TENANT IN POSSESSION OF THE SUB-
JECT PROPERTY are defendants.  The Clerk of this Court shall sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash at the, NORTH DOOR OF THE JEFFER-
SON COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COUNTY COURTHOUSE, MONTI-
CELLO, FL 32344, 11:00 AM on the14th day of February, 2013, the
following described property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

cOMMENcE AT ThE SOUThWEST cOrNEr OF ThE NOrTh-
EAST QUArTEr OF ThE SOUThEAST QUArTEr OF SEcTION
36, TOWNShIP 2 NOrTh, rANgE 4 EAST, JEFFErESON
cOUNTY, FlOrIDA, AND rUN SOUTh 89 DEgrEES 36 MIN-
UTES EAST AlONg ThE FOrTY lINE 136.72 FEET; ThENcE
rUN NOrTh 34 DEgrEES 54 MINUTES EAST 128.45 FEET TO A
cONcrETE MONUMENT ON ThE NOrTh rIghT-OF-WAY
lINE OF cOOPErS POND rOAD; ThENcE rUN NOrTh 34 DE-
grEES 54 MINUTES 06 SEcONDS EAST 209.95 FEET TO A cON-
crETE MONUMENT; ThENcE NOrTh 00 DEgrEES 49
MINUTES 41 WEST 179.02 FEET TO A cONcrETE MONUMENT
FOr ThE POINT OF BEgINNINg, ThENcE FrOM SAID POINT
OF BEgINNINg cONTINUE NOrTh 00 DEgrEES 49 MINUTES
41 SEcONDS WEST 272.28 FEET TO AN IrON PIN; ThENcE rUN
SOUTh 89 DEgrEES 58 MINUTES 19 SEcONDS EAST 160.0 FEET
TO A cONcrETE MONUMENT; ThENcE rUN SOUTh 00 DE-
grEES 49 MINUTES 41 SEcONDS EAST 272.28 FEET TO A cON-
crETE MONUMENT; ThENcE rUN NOrTh 89 DEgrEES 58
MINUTES 19 SEcONDS WEST 160.0 FEET TO ThE POINT OF BE-
gINNINg.

ANY PErSON clAIMINg AN INTErEST IN ThE SUrPlUS
FrOM ThE SAlE, IF ANY, OThEr ThAN ThE PrOPErTY
OWNEr AS OF ThE DATE OF ThE lIS PENDENS MUST FIlE A
clAIM WIThIN 60 DAYS AFTEr ThE SAlE.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact: Kirk reams,
1 courthouse cir. Monticello, Fl 32344, 850.342.0218, at least 7 days
before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving
this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less than
7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Dated this 15th day of January, 2013.
KIRK B. REAMS
Clerk Of The Circuit Court
By: Sherry Sears
Deputy Clerk                                                 2/1,8/13

2/6,8/13

3 Br/ 2 BA MOBIlE hOME
FOr SAlE with Stove, Refrigera-
tor, fireplace, Stereo in wall. Best
Offer  Call 850-459-3271 leave mes-
sage.  2/8,13,pd

FAThEr & SON FENcINg
INc. now hiring laborers for
interstate fencing project.
Must have valid driver's li-
cense.  Call John at 352-538-
1423   2/8,13,15c

STAFF ASSISTANT See hy-
perlink http://www.nfcc.edu
for details.  2/8-20,c

AUDIO EQUIPMENT- Great con-
dition - $35.00 for all. Pioneer
Multi-Channel Receiver, Onkyo 6
CD Automatic Changer, Bose Ac-
coustimass Speaker System w/sub-
woofer. All books, remotes, cables
Contact: (850) 997-2001.       2/8,13 

12-82-CP
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Church  News

Mail Your 
Classifieds To:
MONTICELLO

NEWS &
Jefferson County

Journal
P.O. Box 428
Monticello, FL

32345
Payment in Advance 

Is Required
20 Words, Two Edition -

$12.00

DEADLINE FOR
WEDNESDAY PAPER

3:00 P.M. 
ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY
PAPER 3:00 P.M. 

ON WEDNESDAYS

St. Phillip AME Church hosted the
Third Annual Howardite Day event Sun-
day, January 27, and it exceeded all ex-
pectations.  Howardite Day  is the
creation of  Sister Gloria Norton (Class
of  1966) and Brother Richard Roberts
(Class of  1964) who sought for a way to
bring together the Howard Academy
High School Community for a day of
fun, fellowship and spiritual enrich-
ment. 

Sister Edna B. Henry served as Wor-
ship Leader and kept the program mov-
ing and exciting.  Praise and Worship
featured Rev. Ulysses Lawrence signing
"Cooling Water", Bro. Terry and Sis.
Lorie Keaton sang "How Great Thou
Art", and Minister O.J. Sloan sang
"When I See Jesus".

God's preacher was Rev. Mazie
Woodson Rojas (Class of  1965).  Rev.
Rojas gave a profound message encour-
aging the classmates and congregation
to "Look back but move forward".  A me-

morial prayer was offered by Sis. Patri-
cia Hill Gallon (Class of  1969) with light-
ing of  candles  for  deceased students,
teachers, support staff  and administra-
tors.  Sis. Gallon was accompanied by
the Honorable John Nelson (Class of
1966) on the saxophone.

Honorees for this occasion were Mr.
and Mrs. Jimmy Wilson.  Mr. Wilson was
Howard Academy's Band Director who
lead his marching band and taught his
students with distinction.  Mrs. Mae Eva
Wilson was one of  Howard Academy's
finest librarians and continues to serve
Jefferson County Middle High School.

Among those in attendance were
teachers Albert Thomas, Josephine
Perry, Dr. Frances Stalworth, Dr. Lettie
White, Jimmy Norton and principal
George Pittman.

This program was in memory of
Rev. Dr. Jimmy Brookins (Class of  1961)
who departed this life Sept. 15, 2012.  He
was the scheduled Preacher.

Howardite Day 2013 Was The Best Ever!

RONNIE MCBRAYER
In these days when it

seems everything has be-
come angry polariza-
tion, it’s not uncommon
to hear someone in the
heat of  an argument in-
voke the familiar words
of  Jesus: “Judge not, so
that you are not judged.”
These words are proba-
bly misapplied as much
as anything Jesus ever
said. 
Jesus’ prohibition

against judging has less
to do with our academic
arguments than it does
with how we treat peo-
ple. The better transla-
tion of  his words is, “Do
not condemn others.”
This changes the whole
equation, as Jesus does-
n’t ban “judgment” in
the sense of  discern-
ment, making honorable
choices, or being an in-
formed person. Rather,
Jesus is precluding the
use of  condemnation
against others.
Yet, if  you turn to

the media, read much of
what is printed by Chris-
tian publishers, listen to
what is repeated in
church pulpits, or spend
time perusing the Chris-
tian blogosphere, it
seems the only voice we
Christians have is that
of  a crotchety old man,
angry that the neighbor-
hood kids won’t stay off
our lawn. 
Yes, some of  what

we say is healthy, princi-
pled dissent; but too
much of  it is an exhaus-
tive collection of  con-
demnation and angry
finger-pointing, in-
censed as we are, at what

everyone else is doing
wrong. But by Jesus’
own word, the church is
not permitted to become
this type of  condemna-
tion-meting society. We
are not called to operate
a business of  inflicting
punishment on others.
In fact, we aren’t called
to mind others’ business
at all. 
In my vocation I

often come across those
who are hostile toward
the Christian faith. I try
to engage such individu-
als and learn something
from them. What I have
learned from people
such as these, more often
than not, is their exas-
peration over how we
Christians frequently
come across as a kind of
moral SWAT team. 
We intrude into the

lives of  others filling the
air with the ammunition
of  “ought, should, and
must” when we would be
better served by turning
our energies and atten-
tion to our own hearts
and examine our own
lives, not the lives of  oth-
ers. Dietrich Bonehoef-
fer said it like this,
“Jesus is the only stan-
dard by which disciples
should live, but he is not
a standard we can apply
to others. He is a stan-
dard we can only apply
to ourselves.” 
So, when we as

Christians get blister-
ingly angry with those
who sin differently than
we do, we should remem-
ber to mind our busi-
ness. That business is to
love, not to condemn.
That business is to begin
with the self, for begin-
ning there will keep us
busy for a lifetime. 
To that end, there is

a wonderful story from
famed Rabbi Mendel
Futerfas, who survived
years in the Soviet Gu-
lags of  Siberia. In the
Gulag, one of  the many

activities that was pro-
hibited and dealt with
harshly was playing
cards. Still, some of  the
inmates managed to
smuggle in a deck of
cards, and they would
play for hours without
the guards knowing. 
Finally, however, an

informant sold the card-
playing prisoners out.
The guards would storm
in with surprise inspec-
tions looking for the
cards, but could never
find them. They checked
every inch of  the bar-
racks including strip
searches of  the inmates,
but the result was al-
ways the same: Nothing.
Yet, as soon as the
guards left, the cards
would reappear and the
games continued.
Rabbi Mendel could-

n’t understand how this
happened, but eventu-
ally the card players let
him in on their secret.
“You see,” they said, “we
are professional pick-
pockets. As soon as the
guards enter the bar-
racks, we slip the cards
into their pockets. Right
before they leave, we slip
them back out again. It
never occurs to the
guards to check their
own pockets.” 
“Judging” does not

prevent us from having
and sharing opinions. It
doesn’t mean we can’t
give a verbal witness to
our faith. But it does
mean we refuse – ab-
solutely refuse – to con-
demn others. We leave
“room in our hearts for
God’s grace,” and that
room is made possible by
looking in and emptying
our own pockets first.
Ronnie McBrayer is

a syndicated columnist,
speaker, and author of
multiple books. You can
read more and receive
regular e-columns in
your inbox at www.ron-
niemcbrayer.me. 

“Keeping the Faith” 
Minding Our Business

RUBY ROBERTS
FORD

Ruby Roberts Ford, age
82, passed away February 3,
2013. 

Funeral services will be
held Saturday, February 9,
2013, at 12:00 noon at the
Waukeenah United
Methodist Church, followed
by interment at Waukeenah
Methodist Cemetery.  The
family will receive friends
Friday February 8, 2013
from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at Beggs
Funeral Home Monticello
Chapel, 485 East Dogwood
St., Monticello, FL 32344
(850) 997-5612).  In lieu of
flowers, the family requests
contributions are made to
Big Bend Hospice, 1723-1
Mahan Center Blvd., Talla-
hassee, FL 32308 or the Wau-
keenah United Methodist
Women’s Group, 81
Methodist Church Rd, Mon-
ticello, FL 32344.  

Ms. Ruby (as she was
known by her many friends)
was a native of  Jacksonville,
AL.  She lived in several
places including Atlanta,
GA before moving to Jeffer-
son County in 1979.  She
worked for the Federal Re-
serve Bank in Atlanta, and
Capital City Bank in Monti-
cello before pursuing her
passion of  cooking through
Something Special Catering.
Ruby was well known for
her biscuits, fried chicken
and wedding cakes, which
she loved to make.  But most
of  all she loved her family.
She was a devout Christian
and was a member of  the
Waukeenah United
Methodist Church for over
33 years.

Ms. Ruby is survived by
two sons: Mike Ford of  At-
lanta, GA and Mark Ford of
Monticello, FL; two daugh-
ters Dianne Canning of
Spokane, WA and Deborah
Moore of  Alpharetta, GA;
five grandchildren Jason
Moore, Andrew Moore,
Melissa Anziano, Elizabeth
Ford and Christi Richter
and six great Grandchil-
dren.

Ms. Ruby is preceded in
death by her husband
Harold L Ford.

NEWLY RENOVATED ROOMS
Double Room (two people)

1530 West Washington • Monticello, FL

Microwave • Refrigerator • Cable
Daily rate - 3999 

or 
Weekly rate 20000

Plus Tax

Plus Tax

Brahman Inn
850-997-3525 • 850-284-9587

Fully Furnished
Newly Renovated Apartment
HUGE Bedroom, Living Room
Kitchen and Bath
Quiet Secure Living and Parking

within walking distance to 
downtown Monticello $800/mth includes 

electricity • water • cable1530 West Washington • Monticello, FL

Brahman Inn
850-997-3525 or 850-284-9587

NEWLY RENOVATED ROOMS
Single Room (one people)

1530 West Washington • Monticello, FL

Microwave • Refrigerator • Cable
Daily rate - 2999 

or 
Weekly rate 17000

Brahman Inn
850-997-3525 • 850-284-9587

Plus Tax

Plus Tax
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