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LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

With so much emphasis recently on new
companies moving into the county, and most
specifically into the industrial park (think

Harrell Nut Company and American Hunter
Inc.), it seems appropriate to highlight a com-
pany that’s had a presence there going on 10
years and in the county since 1997.

Originally located in the Lloyd area, Con-
way Freight moved to the Industrial Park in

2002 or 2003, according to Manager Ian Wa-
ters, who has been with the company 10 years
and has headed the Monticello operation for
the last four years. 
Please See
CON-WAY Page 4A

Company With National Footprint 
Operates A Gateway Facility Here

ECB Publishing Photo by Laz Aleman, Dec. 4, 2012
Con-way Manager Ian Waters and his team ensure for the logistics and smooth operation of the local operation. Pictured from left to right

are Josh Schiedenhelm, Willie Mack and Waters. 

Hit And Run
On I-10

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Florida Highway Pa-
trol (FHP) reported that
there was a hit and run on
I-10 early Wednesday
morning.

According to the re-
port, at 5:45 a.m., a semi
hauling a trailer was trav-
eling west on I-10 in the
right travel lane, at the 228-
mile marker. 

Benjamin Siders, 60,
of  Walterboro, SC, was
driving a 2009 Chevrolet
Cobalt, traveling west on I-
10 in the left travel lane,
ahead of  the semi, and
traveling at a slower rate
of  speed.

As the semi passed
Siders’ vehicle, the semi
traveled into the left lane.

The left rear portion
of  the semi’s trailer col-
lided with the right side of
Siders’ vehicle, which was
dragged briefly and spun
into the grass median. 

The semi continued to
travel westbound and did
not stop.

Sider was wearing his
seatbelt and he suffered no
injuries.

His vehicle sustained
$3,000 damage.  

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer
County residents

who regularly drive U.S.
19 no doubt are aware of
the ongoing construc-
tion since mid Novem-
ber of  a Tractor Supply
Company store on the
once vacant lot just
south of  the medical
clinic.
Completion of  the

project, in fact, is pro-
jected for mid April of
next year, making the
new store the company’s
44th location in Florida
since 2000. When it
opens, the store is ex-
pected to employ 12 to 17
full-and-part time em-
ployees and include a
sales floor and a support
service area. 
The facility will also

have a fenced exterior
area that will be used for
storage and the display
of  such items as fencing,
sprayers and livestock
equipment, a company
spokesperson reports.
“Tractor Supply

looks forward to being a
member of  the Monti-
cello community,” Dis-
trict Manager Jevin
Morris is quoted saying.
“Monticello is a great fit
due to the part-time and
hobby farmers and
horse owners in the
area.”
The Monticello City

Council approved the
site plan for the Tractor
Supply Company store
in early November, fol-
lowing the recommenda-
tion of  the Local
Planning Agency.
Tractor Supply Com-

pany is purported to be
the largest farm and
ranch supply store chain
in the country, with re-
ported annual revenues
of  about $4 billion. 
Founded in 1938 as a

mail order catalog busi-

ness and presently head-
quartered in Brentwood,
TN, the company oper-
ates more than 1,150 re-
tail stores in 45 states
and employs more than
17,000 persons.   
The company’s

stores are primarily lo-
cated in rural areas and
the outlying suburbs of
major cities, and they
typically run 30,000 to
48,000 square feet, count-
ing interior and exterior
spaces. 
States the company’s

website, “Stores supply
the unique products to
support their customers’
rural lifestyle, from
welders and generators
to animal care products
and men and women’s
work wear. You can also
find pet supplies, animal
feed, power tools, riding
mowers, lawn and gar-
den products and more.”
Each store report-

edly has welders, farm-
ers and horse owners on
staff, whose collective
experience, the company
reports,  “provide an ex-
ceptional depth of
knowledge and re-
sources” to customers.
Tractor Supply Com-

pany estimates that the
“hobby” or “pleasure”
farmer consumer seg-
ment spends more than
$5.5 billion annually on
farm supplies. 
“Today, less than 10

percent of  the com-
pany’s customers clas-
sify themselves as
full-time farmers or
ranchers,” states the
company’s website. “In
fact, Tractor Supply’s
largest customer seg-
ment does not farm at
all. They are more aptly
described as rural or
suburban homeowners,
or ‘self-reliant’.” 
For more informa-

tion, visit www.Tractor-
Supply. com.

Tractor Supply Store Slated
For Completion In Mid April

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Presented with an op-
portunity of  expanding an
existing sidewalk in Monti-
cello or installing a new one
in Lloyd, the Jefferson
County Commission ulti-
mately chose the former by
a 3-2 vote, with Commission
Chairman John Nelson
casting the deciding vote.  

Engineer Alan Wise, of
Preble-Rish Inc., presented
the issue to the Jefferson
County Commission at its
meeting on Thursday, Dec.
6. Wise told the commission
that the Florida Depart-
ment of  Transportation
(FDOT) had sent the county
word that $118,000 was
available for a pedestrian
network development. He
said commissioners’ job
was to determine how and
where the money should be
used. 

Wise noted that com-
missioners had earlier dis-
cussed two possibilities.
One, he said, was extension
of  the sidewalk on the east
side of  U.S. 19 from its pres-
ent stopping point at the
lumber supply store to the
medical clinic or possibly
beyond to the soon-to-be
constructed tractor supply
store. 

The second choice, he
said, was installation of  a
sidewalk alongside CR-158A
in Lloyd, from Gamble Road
west to as far as possible to-
ward the Leon County line. 

Both Wise and Clerk of
Court Kirk Reams ex-
pressed a preference for se-
lection of  the Lloyd project,
noting that the FDOT was
likely to fund the US 19 side-
walk in future anyway,
given it ran alongside a
state highway. It was highly
unlikely, however, that state
funds would be available
again in future for develop-
ment of  a county road, the
two said.  

Wise estimated that the
cost of  the U.S 19 Highway
sidewalk extension would
be about $160,000 and the

cost of  the Lloyd project
would be about $230,000, es-
pecially if  the objective of
the latter project was take
the sidewalk all the way to
the Leon County line. 

Wise said that regard-
less which project the com-
mission chose, the $118,000
would allow for only a por-
tion of  either sidewalk to be
completed. 

Commissioners Betsey
Barfield and Stephen
Walker expressed a prefer-
ence for the Lloyd project,
as did the several citizens
who addressed the commis-
sion. The citizens speaking
in favor of  the Lloyd side-
walk were Mae Kyler, Patri-
cia Pearson, Arun Kundra,
C.P. Miller and Chuck Sark-
isian.  

These individuals basi-
cally argued that the lack of
sidewalks in Lloyd posed a
safety hazard to pedestrians
and that it was high time
that the community had a
sidewalk, not only for the
sake of  safety but also for
community bonding.    

Speaking in favor of
the Monticello sidewalk ex-
tension were Commis-
sioner Hines Boyd and
Monticello City Manager
Steve Wingate. 

Their argument was
basically that the Monti-
cello sidewalk warranted a
higher priority, given the
safety hazards posed to
pedestrians trying to access
the clinic. 

In the end, the board
split 2/2 on the extension of
the U.S. 19 sidewalk, with
the chairman breaking the
tie in favor of  latter project. 

Commission Opts To Extend
Sidewalk On U.S. 19 South

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

A driver paying more attention to their GPS than
the road was the cause of  a two-car crash early Thurs-
day morning.

Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) rtepo0rted that at 2
a.m., December 20, Kimarie A. Kiley, 19 of  Tampa, FL,
was driving a 12010 Chevrolet four-door, traveling east
on I-10, in the outside eastbound lane at the 226-mile
marker. 
Please See
GPS Page 4A

GPS Cause Of Crash

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

A single-vehicle crash
on Tuesday morning, re-
sulted in two senior citi-
zens being sent to the
hospital.

Florida Highway Pa-
trol (FHP) reported that at
11:20 a.m., Dallas Pope, 80,
of  Lillington, NC, was
driving a 2010 Mercury
Grand Marquis, traveling
east on I-1o in the right
travel lane, at the 232-mile
marker. 

In the vehicle as a pas-
senger was Dorothy Pope,
80, also of  Lillington, NC. 

The vehicle began to
change lanes into the left
lane, and then veered
sharply to the right, to
avoid a collision with traf-
fic in the left lane. 

The vehicle ran off
the roadway to the right
and skidded until the vehi-
cle’s rear passenger door
collided with a tree on the
south shoulder of  the

roadway.
The vehicle came to

rest in an easterly direc-
tion. 

The Popes were both
transported to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital for
treatment of  minor in-
juries. They were both
wearing their seatbelts.

FHP did not deem the
crash to be alcohol-re-
lated. 

No charges were filed.
The vehicle sustained

$5,000 damage. 
FHP was assisted on

the scene by the Jefferson
County Sheriff ’s Office
and Jefferson County Fire
Rescue/EMS.

Crash Sends
Two To Hospital



I guess I am just a red-
neck.  My Mother taught
me to shoot starting with
my Daddy’s old single bar-
reled, single shot, shotgun
when I was five years old.
She stood behind for sup-
port while I shot it.  It
would have kicked me to
the ground if  she had not
been standing behind me.

I got my first BB gun
when I was five.  I went
hunting for blue jays and
squirrels around pecan
groves in the Waukeenah
area.  My Daddy gave me a
dime for each blue jay I
killed.  I contracted with
several other kids in the
neighborhood to pay them
a nickel for their blue jays.
You see the blue jays ate
pecans and my Daddy
bought and sold pecans.
Anyway at the end of  the
first week I had 143 blue
jays.  My Daddy figured I
was getting blue jays from
other folks and he said he
would only pay me in the

future for blue jays I per-
sonally killed. My revenue
stream dropped signifi-
cantly after that.   I hunted
and fished with my Uncle
James after my Daddy
died when I was 13.  We
would hunt deer day after
day with dogs. I liked it
pretty good. My Uncle
James could shoot pretty
well.  He was particularly
a good shot when hunting
quail.  If  three or more
quail got up, three would
likely be on the ground. 

I was taught early on
how to use a gun safely.
My Granddaddy was a law
enforcement officer for
several years and owned a
.38 police special with a
six inch barrel.  He taught
me how to shoot that gun
and to handle it safely.  I
inherited the pistol when
he died.  I guess you could
say I grew up in a gun cul-
ture.  

I think people should
have the right to own
guns, not only for hunting,
but also for personal pro-
tection.  I believe that peo-
ple who are inexperienced
with guns fear them. I
think folks should demon-
strate the ability to safely
handle a gun before they
are allowed to own and
use one. I do not think that
the guns used in the Sandy
Hook massacre were the
problem. The problem was
a nut case. There is one
mass killing of  children at
a school in our history

that I understand was
worse than Sandy Hook.
In that case the killer used
dynamite. That instance
occurred over fifty years
ago.

It is natural for folks
to want to do something
about it when a massacre
like Sandy Hook occurs.
However, we need to be
careful that we do not over
react because of  our grief
and concern.  We need to
take measures to protect
our children but we need
to be careful what those
measures are.  Perhaps
better security at each
school may be in order as
well as requiring folks
owning guns to have a li-
cense that indicates they
are trained to use and
keep them safely.  But we
cannot deny the right to
own guns to our citizens
because of  one mentally
deranged individual.  Un-
fortunately, we will have
the mental incompetents
with us always.  Our focus
should be to keep them
under control.  And yes,
throughout the history of
the world there have been
massacres and, in the fu-
ture, in spite of  every-
thing that we can do, there
will be additional
tragedies.  However, I be-
lieve that if  even one can
be prevented, it is worth
the effort.  What those ef-
forts should be should be
carefully thought about. 

Charles E. McClellan
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STINGERS
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to not print offensive material.

Guns don't kill, it's the people who use them.  The
movies and unbelievable video games out on the mar-
ket it's no wonder the  thoughts they put in people’s
minds, it is a great influence.  You wouldnt have seen
this 10 years ago.  A new movie with Santa throwing an
axe--- no wonder people’s minds are messed  up.
What happened to the ratings on these movies and de-
cency to the public, some kids just go crazy with this.
Parents need to spend more quality time  with their
children and not just sending them to another room
with a movie or texting.  How can you even know what
they’re doing or thinking when you don't talk with
them.  It's no wonder this masacre has happened in
Conneticut.   Lets do something to get more control on
our children and the ratings on the movies and games
on the market.

Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma, as sent to this newspaper

- All submitted Letters must be 600 words or less -

Letters To The Editor

GATEWAY
C INEMA 7

15023 Hwy. 19 South
Thomasville, Georgia

229-226-6060
MOVIE TIMES

ARE GOOD THRU
Dates of 

December 21 - December 27
The Hobbit 3D (PG13)

Friday-9:15
Saturday-9:15
Sunday-9:15

Mon-Thurs-9:15

The Hobbit (PG13)
Friday-12:30•1:15•4:15•4:45•8:00

Saturday-12:30•1:15•4:15•4:45•8:00
Sunday-12:30•1:15•4:15•4:45•8:00

Mon-Thurs-
12:30•1:15•4:15•4:45•8:00

Jack Reacher (PG)
Friday-12:45•3:45•7:15•10:15

Saturday-12:45•3:45•7:15•10:15
Sunday-12:45•3:45•7:15•10:15

Mon-Thurs-12:45•3:45•7:15•10:15

This is 40 (R)
Friday-12:30•3:30•7:00•10:00

Saturday-12:30•3:30•7:00•10:00
Sunday-12:30•3:30•7:00•10:00

Mon-Thurs-12:30•3:30•7:00•10:00

Rise of the Guardians (PG)
Friday-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45

Saturday-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45
Sunday-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45

Mon-Thurs-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45

The Guilt Trip ( PG-13)
Friday-12:30•2:45•5:00•7:15•9:30

Saturday- 12:30•2:45•5:00•7:15•9:30
Sunday-12:30•2:45•5:00•7:15•9:30

Mon-Thurs-
12:30•2:45•5:00•7:15•9:30

Monsters, Inc. 3D ( G)
Friday-12:15•2:30•4:45•7:00

Saturday-12:15•2:30•4:45•7:00
Sunday-12:15•2:30•4:45•7:00

Mon-Thurs-12:15•2:30•4:45•7:00

Monsters, Inc. ( G)
Friday-8:30

Saturday-8:30
Sunday-8:30

Mon-Thurs-8:30

Ban Guns?  I Think Not

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Monticello/Jefferson County Cham-
ber of  Commerce members and other in-
terested area residents gathered at
Huckleberry’s Creations, 210 West Wash-
ington Street, on Tuesday evening, De-
cember 18… to spend money!

Shoppers were asked by the Cham-
ber to spend at least $10, but most spent
more, because the shop was filled with
the most different of  items. The Cash
Mob idea is to shop local to help the local

retail shops. 
According to Huckleberry’s Cre-

ations Owners/Operators Donna and
Maurice, they welcomed a large turnout
of  shoppers all day long. It was lots of
fun, and shoppers got a lot of  their holi-
day shopping done. It was a win/win for
all!

Visit your Chamber website at
info@monticellojeffersonfl.com, or
www.monticellojeffersonfl.com, or call
Chamber Director Melanie Mays at 850-
997-5552, or stop by at 420 West Washing-
ton Street in downtown Monticello.

Cash Mob Gathers At 

Huckleberry’s Creations 

Cash Mob Tuesday was held at Huckleberry’s Creations, offering Christmas shop-
ping deals to its customers, like Melanie Mays, director of the Monticello/Jefferson
County Chamber of Commerce. 

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, December 18, 2012.
Huckleberry’s Creations owner Donna Skelton waits on one of her many Christ-

mas shoppers during Cash Mob Tuesday. 

Huckleberry’s Creations owner Maurice Skelton helps Christmas shoppers during
Cash Mob Tuesday. Pictured from left to right are: Nadia Fadell, and Skelton.
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Own The Tommy Greene Book Collection

Visit Us On The Web At WWW.TOMMYGREENE.COM

Florida Cookin’ Wild Style
is a unique cookbook filled
with recipes for preparing
wild game. Many of these
are historical recipes fast be-
coming forgotten in the
modern world. Tommy
Greene gives you over 1,000
ways to prepare everything,
from alligator to woodcock,
that might be bagged in a
day’s hunt.

$20

3

$12

$15

In LIFE! Tommy Greene shares
a smattering of his personal
thoughts on how best to enjoy a
happy and successful life, as well
as some of his favorite quotes on
the subject from some of the
people who have lived it – from
Albert Einstein to Zig Ziglar, and
many in between.

LIFE! is a pocket-sized book
intended to be carried and
dipped into from time to time.
A book to be enjoyed as a
source of inspiration, as well as
the occasional chuckle. 
(72 pages, soft cover)

Madison County From
the Beginning traces
the history of Madison
County, Florida from the
creation of the supercon-
tinent of Pangea 1,000
million years ago through
1999.

Written and illustrated by
native Madisonian
Tommy Greene, this
book provides fascinating
reading for history buffs
anywhere. 
(144 pages, soft cover)

Available At The Monticello News • 180 West Washington St. • Monticello, FL
Call (850) 997-3568 Or Order Online At WWW.TOMMYGREENE.COM

Double Take is a book in-
tended to fuel the imaginations
of readers of all ages. This richly
illustrated book is filled with
words that, on first glance, have
obvious meanings. As Tommy
Greene demonstrates, though,
these words can make the
reader stop and do a “Double
Take.”

The true meaning of each “Dou-
ble Take” word is explained in a
short, informative essay and
beautifully illustrated with a
highly detailed painting. A car-
toon by Tommy Greene also ac-
companies each word, showing
the alternate meaning that might
be conjured up in one’s imagina-
tion. (64 pages, soft cover)

Bird-Dog

(plus sales tax and shipping where applicable) (plus sales tax and shipping where applicable)

(plus sales tax and shipping where applicable)(plus sales tax and shipping where applicable)

$

4H Tropicana 4th and 5th Grade School winners at Jef-
ferson Elementary School are: 1st place, Cinnamon Peck,
‘RESPECT’; 2nd place, Aaliyah Martin, ‘Cabin in the
Woods’; and 3rd place, Zareyah Wiggins, ‘Me and my sis-
ter Asha’. 

4H Tropicana 4th and 5th Grade Home School 2nd

place winner is Jordan Hildreth, ‘Therapy Dogs’.

4H Tropicana 6th Grade Home School 1st place winner
is Abigail Hildreth, ‘The Biltmore’. 

4H Tropicana School Winners
The 4H Tropicana Public

Speaking Contest is designed to
give fourth, fifth, and sixth
grade students experience in the
preparation and delivery of  a
speech. Typically, there is an El-
ementary School Competition

for 4th and 5th grade students
and a Middle School Competi-
tion for 6th grade students. 

The contest starts at the
Classroom Level. Judging at the
Classroom Level is the teacher’s
responsibility. Winners are se-

lected based upon the highest
number of  accumulated points
from the suggested judging
sheets provided by Tropicana.
Classroom Competition awards
are: a blue ribbon, awarded to
the 1st place classroom speaker;

a red ribbon, awarded to the 2nd
place classroom speaker; and
a white ribbon, awarded to the
3rd place classroom speaker. 

Schools participating in
this year’s competition include
Jefferson Elementary School,

Aucilla Christian Academy, Jef-
ferson Middle High School and
Jefferson Home School Stu-
dents. To learn more about this
exciting program, contact Direc-
tor John Lilly at 850-342-0187. 

4H Tropicana 4th and 5th Grade School winners at Au-
cilla Christian Academy are: 1st place, Abby Reams,
‘Feeling the Music’; 2nd place, Keira Evans, ‘Creep of the
Deep’; and 3rd place, Carl Hall, ‘My favorite actor and his
Roles’. 

4H Tropicana 4th and 5th Grade Home School 3rd place
winner is Courson Brookins, ‘Baseball’.

4H Tropicana 6th Grade Home School 2nd place win-
ner is Olivia Brookins, “Life in our pecan Grove.” 

4H Tropicana 4th and 5th Grade Home School 1st place
winner is Abigail Boyd, ‘A moooving Experience’.

4H Tropicana 6th Grade Aucilla Christian Academy
winners are: 1st place Ryan Jackson, ‘My dad’s golf Ca-
reer’; 2nd place Carley Ondash, ‘Fun in the sun at Mexico
Beach’; and 3rd place winner Maggie Mall, ‘Dad and
Daddy’. 

4H Tropicana 6th Grade Jefferson County Middle
High School winners are: 1st place Mickayla Courson,
‘The color of Friendship’, (not pictured); 2nd place Tahja
Chavis, ‘The secret of Happiness’; and 3rd place Malcom
Larry, ‘D.C. Comics’. 



Cameron R, Siegal, 24,
of  Tallahassee, was driv-
ing a 2003 Honda four-
door, traveling east on I-10
in the outside east bound
lane, ahead of  Kiley’s ve-
hicle. In the vehicle as a
passenger, was Jaclyn R.
Teixeria, 23, of  Tallahas-
see.

Kiley stated that she
looked at the GPS on her
cell phone, and looked up
and saw Siegal’s vehicle. 

The front of  Kiley’s
vehicle collided with the
left rear of  Siegal’s vehi-
cle. 

Kiley’s vehicle trav-
eled northeast off  the
roadway, into the grass
median, facing east, and
came to a rest.

Siegal’s vehicle trav-
eled off  the roadway onto
the south shoulder and
came to a rest.

All involved in the
crash were wearing their
seatbelts, and unharmed.

FHP did not deem the
crash to be alcohol-re-
lated.

Kiley was charged

with careless driving.
Each vehicle sus-

tained $3,000 damage. 

The Jefferson County
Sheriff ’s Office assisted
FHP on the scene.
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Con-Way continued from page 1A

Jefferson County Living

Rotary International recently recognized three Monticello Rotarians for the highest
level of fiscal support… Paul Harris Fellow Plus. Pictured from left to right are: Don
Taylor, Fellow Plus 2; Neill Wade, Fellow Plus 1; and Mike Sims, Fellow Plus 1. Con-
ducting the award ceremony on Friday afternoon, December 14, 2012 is Rotarian
James Muchovej. 

Second Circuit
Guardian ad Litem (GAL)
Director Deborah Moore
was guest speaker at the
December 14, 2012 meet-
ing of the Monticello Ro-
tary. She explained that the
needs of abused and neg-
lected children are met
through a trained volunteer
that is appointed by the
court to advocate for the
child.   GAL volunteers
meet with the child and
make independent recom-
mendations to help ensure
a safe, caring, stable, and
permanent environment.
(www.gal2.org) If you are
interested in dynamic com-
munity service by putting
SERVICE ABOVE SELF,
contact Rotary President
Neill Wade at 850-545-4940.

Rotary Salutes Paul Harris Fellows Plus

Rotarians Hear About GAL

A $5.3 billion pub-
licly traded company em-
ploying more than 28,500
workers and with a his-
tory of  50+ years of  ex-
perince, Con-way bills
itself  as a leader in
freight transportation
and logistics. Whether
it’s carrying freight
across town, across the
continent, or around the
world, Con-way purports
to lead the industry
“with a portfolio of  offer-
ings ranging from less-
than-truckload (LTL), to
logistics, to full truck-
load,” 

“Con-way Freight is
the premier provider of
reliable, regional, inter-
regional and nationwide
LTL service to customers
large and small across
our integrated, single
North American network
of  LTL operating loca-
tions,” states the com-
pany’s home website.

Such a facility is the
Con-way operation at 285
Industrial Park, just
west, and adjacent to, the
Jefferson County’s Sher-
iff  Office. 

Not only is the local
facility a key component
of  the Con-way national
distribution network,
but also its proximity to
the Georgia/Florida
state line makes it the
company’s gateway into
Florida. Meaning that
the facility takes in ship-
ments of  goods and com-
modities from outside
the state, as well as from
points east and west of
here instate, and funnels
them down the peninsula
to its southernmost tip. 

All told, the opera-
tion employs 37 people
and covers a service that
stretches within a 255-
mile radius of  the Jeffer-
son County location. 

As Waters explains
it, the operation is part
of  an extensive network
that runs along major in-
terstate corridors and

covers a region of  the
Southeast that extends
from Virginia and Illi-
nois on the north to Mis-
sissippi and eastern
Texas on the west. South-
ward, the network ex-
tends to Miami and
beyond.   

“We cover the whole
nation,” Waters says of
the overall company. “We
deliver to every zip
code.”

Relative to the local
operation, Waters says
one group of  drivers
handles pickups and de-
liveries within a rela-
tively short distance of
the facility and another
group goes farther afield.
Waters defines the first
group’s service area as
going east to Lake City,
south to Chiefland, west
to Chattahoochee, and
north to Thomasville
and Valdosta. As for the
second group, it picks up
freight as far north as At-
lanta and carries it as far
south as Orlando, he
says.

Here’s how Waters
explains the typical
process for the transport
of  freight via the net-
work.  

“Say you pick up
something in Chicago
and want it down to
Miami,” Waters says.
“Chicago picks up the
item in the daytime and
sends it to Salem, Illi-
nois, at night. During the
daytime, Salem drivers
carry it to Nashville,
Tennessee; Atlanta driv-
ers next run up to
Nashville, pick it up, and
bring it home to Georgia.
Our drivers then go up to
Atlanta and bring it
home here. And then
we’ll run it down to Or-
lando, where they meet
the drivers from Miami,
West Palm, Pompano
Beach and Fort Myers.
And everybody takes
their (respective) freight
home. So in two days, we

go from Salem to
Miami.”

And what specific
goods and commodities
do they transport.

Everything, Waters
says.

“You call; we haul,”
he says.

But basically, it’s
freight that’s classified
less than a truckload
(LTL), Waters says. 

“It’s palletized
freight,” he explains.
“You’ll have one palette
here, one palette there,
and we’ll pick it all up
and put in one freighter
and send it down the
road.”

LTL basically ap-
plies to shipments that
don’t necessarily require
a full 48 or 53-foot trailer,
and that are hauled by
specialized carriers that
may haul only a few
items at a time from each
shipper, rather than full
loads. Hence, LTL carri-
ers charge less than full
load carriers, but they
are able to make up for
the difference in overall
volume and the number
of  the shippers that they
serve. 

Like full truck load
carriers, LTL carriers
themselves specialize in
different services such
as lift gate, residential
pick ups and deliveries,
guaranteed services, and
protection from freeze,
transit and bottom line
costs, to name a few. 

Although the local
Con-way operation does-
n’t engage in long-dis-
tance hauling, a sister
company provides the
latter service, Waters
says.  

He says his drivers
work about 15 to 16 hours
a day, with the over-
whelming majority get-
ting paid by the mile. 

“That’s about 26 who
work by the mile and the
rest are paid hourly,” Wa-
ters says.

Lisa

It’s great to have a Boss that can let
her hair down and have a little fun-

Wishing you many more
Your Staff
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Area children, with
their parents and grand-
parents, gathered at The
Daffodale House on Satur-
day morning, December
15 to enjoy breakfast with
one of  their favorites…
Santa!

Santa was waiting pa-
tiently in his designated
chair as the excited chil-
dren arrived. He con-
versed back and forth
with them; as he shared
his “trip down the chim-
ney” with them, they gave
him their “detailed lists!”
After the sharing, the chil-
dren were treated to a
candy cane and a reading
book. Then, it was to the
dining room to dine on
morning breakfast food
items.

All in attendance had

a wonderful time and pic-
tures were taken of  all the
children, and a few fami-
lies too! Santa will arrive
again on Saturday, Decem-
ber 22 for breakfast and
visits with his favorites…
children! Contact Cathy or
Scotty Ebberbach at 850-
997-1111 or www.thedaffo-
dalehouse.com for
reservations.

The Daffodale House
circa 1827 sits in all its
Victorian elegance and
splendor among giant oak
trees surrounded by world
renowned old growth
camellia flower bushes in
downtown Monticello;
known to have been popu-
lated by Indians 15-thou-
sand years ago. This Bed
& Breakfast estate is open
for breakfast in its gar-
dens, on its wrap around
porch, on within its exqui-
site walls. 
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Breakfast With Santa

At The Daffodale House

Sam Austin, 8, and his sister Charlene, 15, visit with
Santa before breakfast at The Daffodale House B&B.

Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without a
mother/daughter moment with Santa. Jane Hand, right,
and Debbie Snapp, left.

Santa and Cathy Ebberbach are entrepreneurs of
The Daffodale House B&B.

Ashley Casciotti, 8, with Santa before breakfast.

Santa visits with the Smidt family; Hannah, 2, mom
Erin, and dad Matt. 

Ashley Casciotti has a serious discussion with
Santa.

The Faglie children with Santa. Pictured from left to
right are: Lauchlin, 7, Leighton, 4, and Benjamin, 4.
Bevin, 1, is not pictured but was a part of the breakfast
event. 



Donna Hagan, executive director for
the Healthy Start Coalition of  Jefferson,
Madison & Taylor Counties, shares for
those interested in staying abreast of  the
implementation of  the Affordable Care
Act in Florida, to sign up for this newslet-
ter: http://www.healthcare.gov/law/fea-
tures/choices/exchanges/index.html. Of
all of  the guides available on the topic, it
is certainly the most plain language and
mass-audience appropriate. She may be
contacted at 850-948-2741, or
dhagan@healthystartjmt.org. 

Ashley Furniture Home Store proj-
ect ‘A Hope to Dream’ was founded in
2010. The project seeks to provide less for-
tunate children a mattress set. Referring
a child for consideration to receive a mat-
tress set is where Ashley Furniture
needs your help. A Hope to Dream can
only help a child to get a good night’s rest
if  a caring person refers a child, ages 3-
16, in need. You can complete an applica-
tion online at http://www.
ashleyfurniturehomestore. com/events/
AHopeToDream.html. A selection com-
mittee will review the application, and
then the recipients will be notified and
given 30 days to respond. Unselected ap-
plications will be kept for one year and
will be reviewed for consideration at the
next selection. Participating stores in
Florida are: Altamonte Springs, Bran-
don, Daytona Beach, Jacksonville, North
Jacksonville, Kissimmee, Lakeland, Or-
ange Park, Orlando, Pensacola, Pinellas
Park, Tallahassee, and Wesley Chapel. A
good night’s sleep is important for all di-
mensions of  growth, health, and mental
well-being.

Participation is needed for the an-
nual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade,
hosted by the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Center and sponsored by the

Jefferson County NAACP. Groups, public
leaders and officials, churches, schools,
and interested residents are encouraged
to be a part of  this 33rd event. The parade
will be held at 11 a.m. on Monday, Janu-
ary 21.

Santa will be making a stop at our
local Winn Dixie on Saturday from 12 to
4 p.m. He will be visiting with the chil-
dren and gathering up their gift lists.
Then, it’s south to McDonald’s for dinner
and dinning with more children from 5 to
8 p.m. So, here’s your chance kids, get
your picture taken and talk real nice to
the big red man with the candy canes! 

Please keep in prayer the loved ones
affected by the shooting tragedy at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Connecticut.
My nephew and his father’s family at-
tended this school and my sister is a
school bus driver. She tells me that all the
schools in Connecticut now have two
armed state troopers watching over the
students, daily since the shooting. How
awful is that? So, remember, you don’t
have to live in Connecticut to be affected
by this tragedy.
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December 19-21
Second Annual Winter
Revival 7 p.m. nightly at
the First Corinthian
Church located at 955
Lemon Street in Monti-
cello. Speaker for the
evening services will be
Rev. John Jones, pastor. 

December 21
Tent of  the Holy Guests
offers prayer for the sick
and a special scripture
message every Friday at
7:30 p.m. The Tent is lo-
cated at 295 West Palmer
Mill in Monticello.

December 21, 22
Second Harvest Food
Program, together with
the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth
MB, Hickory Hill MB,
Mt. Pleasant AME and
Philadelphia MB, will
provide food to anyone
needing assistance in-
cluding the needy, in-
fants and the elderly.

This is done monthly
with distribution from 9
to 10 a.m. usually on the
fourth Saturday at the
New Bethel AME
Church located at 6496
Ashville Highway. Vol-
unteers are also wel-
come to come on Friday
evening at 6:30 p.m. to
help bag the food pack-
ages. Contact Nellie
Randell at 850-997-5605
or 850-997-6929 to volun-
teer or for more infor-
mation about this
program. 

December 23
Greater Fellowship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church
will host a Deacon Serv-
ice for Bro. LeRoy Mont-
gomery at 11 a.m. on
Sunday. Rev. Dr. Melvin
Roberts, pastor. “Stand-
ing firm on God’s word.”

December 23
Come as you are! You
are cordially invited to

attend a “Christmas Cel-
ebration” at 11:30 a.m.
on Sunday. Come and
enjoy testimonials,
recitals, and plays relat-
ing to the birth of  our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.   

December 28
Nazarene Church Skate
Night for children and
adults is held from 6 to 8
p.m. on the last Friday
evening of  every month.
Light snacks and soft
drinks available.

December 29
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m.
every other Saturday at
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library.
For more information
contact First United
Methodist Church Min-
istry Chairman Barbara
Hobbs at 850-523-1813.

December 31
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church will hold
a Watch Night Service
beginning at 10 p.m. on
Monday evening. Rev.
Cassaundra Brockman
will be speaker for this
‘Getting Real With God’
themed event. This is an
open invitation for all to
attend. For more infor-
mation, contact Church
Pastor Brockman at 850-
997-8010.

December 31
Welaunee Missionary
Baptist Church will hold
its Watch Night Service
on Monday evening, be-
ginning at 10 p.m. 

January 2, 16
First Presbyterian
Church will host Ea-
glesWings, a ministry of
outreach, serving the
community on the first
and third Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are
always welcome to dis-
tribute food items and to
donate non-perishable
food items. Call and
leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-
997-2252 or go to eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.c
om or  www.firstpresby-
terianmonticello.org.

December 21
Rotary meets at 12 p.m. every Friday at
the First Presbyterian Church, in the fel-
lowship hall, for lunch and a meeting
with a program and speaker. For ques-
tions or comments, contact President
Neill Wade at 850-545-4940. 

December 21
Monticello Jamboree Band will perform
music for dancing at 7 p.m. every Friday
evening at 625 South Water Street, in the
old JCHS gym. There will be doorprizes,
cold soft drinks and snacks. Everyone is
welcome to come dance, listen to some of
the finest music and just enjoy the fun
and camaraderie with neighbors and
friends. This is a nonprofit charitable or-
ganization. For questions or concerns,
contact Curtis Morgan at 850-933-8136 or
Bobby Connell at 850-445-0049. 

December 21-29
Jefferson Arts ‘Self  Portraits’, a mem-
ber’s exhibit, will run through December.
The Gallery is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Wednesdays and Saturdays for public
viewing at 575 West Washington Street in
downtown Monticello. For more informa-
tion about the Arts call 850-997-3311 or go
to info@jeffersonartsgallery.com or
www.jeffersonartsgallery.com.

December 22
Santa will visit Winn Dixie on Saturday
from 12 to 4 p.m. Come shop while the
youngsters sit on Santa’s knee… with
their toy lists in hand!                                

December 22
Dixie Community Center is open on Sat-
urday nights for an evening of  music and
dance with live local band ‘Half-N-Half
Four’ from 7 to 10 p.m. Refreshments and
good fellowship are available during in-
termission. For more information contact
Kenneth Price at 1-229-263-7231. DCC is a
nonprofit organization.

December 22
Martial Arts classes are held from 11:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays in the Me-
morial Missionary Baptist Church fellow-
ship hall. Contact Diane Hall at
850-264-1195 for more information.

December 24
Al-Anon meetings are held at 8 p.m. every
Monday at the Anglican Church, 124 Jef-
ferson Avenue in Thomasville. For more
information go to www.al-
anon.alateen.org.

December 24
AA meetings are held every Monday at 8
p.m. at the Christ Episcopal Church
Annex, 425 North Cherry Street. For more
information, call 850-997-2129 or 850-997-
1955.

December 24
AA classes are held every Tuesday at 8
p.m. for those seeking help. The classes
are held at the Harvest Christian Center,
1599 Springhollow Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-212-7669 for more
information.

December 26
Monticello Kiwanis meet every Wednes-
day at 12 p.m. at the Jefferson Country
Club on the Boston Highway for lunch, a
program and a meeting. For more infor-
mation, contact President Rocky Gavins
at 850-997-2646. 

December 27
Weight Watchers meetings are held at 6
p.m. every Thursday at the Jefferson
County Bailar Public Library. Make a
‘Life Change’. For more information con-
tact Paige Phillips at 850-509-2580.

December 27
AA meetings are held weekly at 8 p.m. on
Thursdays at the Christ Episcopal
Church annex, 425 North Cherry Street.

For more information call 850-997-2129 or
850-997-1955.

December 27
Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. Day Respite
Care program is held on the second and
fourth Thursday of  each month at the
First United Methodist Church, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the youth building of  the
church. Alzheimer’s Project, Inc., a non-
profit organization that extends a warm
supportive welcome to persons with any
form of  dementia, such as Alzheimer’s
disease, Stroke, Parkinson’s disease and
the like. This Day Respite Care program
allows caregivers free time to run er-
rands, shop, go to doctor’s appointments,
and the like. Day Respite Care offers the
clients six hours of  stimulating activities
that they will enjoy. Activities include
music therapy, art therapy, pet therapy,
trivia, games, sittercise, and many other
enjoyable activities. Meals are provided
as well as snacks. A certified nurse assis-
tant, a respite room coordinator and vol-
unteers will assist the clients during this
time for the caregivers. All services are
provided FREE of  charge. Any questions
or comments may be relayed to Rural Out-
reach Coordinator Recie Culpepper at
Alzheimer’s Project, Inc., 850-386-2778 and
visit http://www.alzheimersproject.org.

December 28
New Hope Church of  God will host a
Blood Drive from 12 to 5 p.m. on Saturday
in the Winn Dixie parking lot, just look
for the Southern Community Blood Cen-
ter bloodmobile. Donors will have a
choice of  any t-shirt or other unique item
from the SCBC treasure chest. For more
information, contact coordinator Barbara
Dansby at 850-464-7188. Donors must have
photo ID and must weigh at least 110
pounds. 

December 29
Jefferson County Branch of  the NAACP
meets at noon on the last Saturday of
each month at the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-997-3760 for more
information.

December 31
Martin Luther King Community Center
meets 6 p.m. on the last Monday of  each
month at the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-997-3760 for more
information.

January 2, 16
Mah Jongg classes are held at the Monti-
cello Woman’s Clubhouse at 11 a.m. on the
first and third Wednesdays of  every
month. A $1 donation is requested. Bring
a brown bag lunch. Try your best with
this fascinating game of  tiles, luck and
skill. It’s fun! It’s competitive! It’s sociable!
It requires strategy! This club follows all
of  the rules of  the National Mah Jongg
League, Inc of  New York. Rules are not
made up per group and games are played
with 152-tiles. Contact Carol Austin at 850-
997-3006 or cwaustin@embarqmail.com
for more exciting information.

January 5
Upward Sports Basketball and Cheerlead-
ing with Evaluations will continue
through Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m. Prac-
tices will begin the week of  January 5,
and the first games will be played on Sat-
urday, January 12. More volunteers are
needed to be coaches, referees, and out-
reach team members. So, encourage in-
volvement from anyone who may be
interested. If  you would like some
brochures to hand out to your friends and
acquaintances, or if  you have any ques-
tions or need more information, contact
Coordinator Don Self  at 850-342-3225, or
850-933-3311, or ebcym@yahoo.com.

Nellie Kay and Jerome Akins will
celebrate 40 years of  marital bliss on
Monday, December 24, 2012. They will
celebrate together with their son and
daughter-in-law, Jerrod and Tieshia
Akins and their grandchildren Ma`khya
Mo`nique and Jamiyah Janae.

Cel ebra t ing  4 0 Ye ar s  To ge th e r

NELLIE KAY AND 

JEROME AKINS



FRAN HUNT
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One would think it’s a
life full of  Ho, Ho, Ho’s
when stepping in for Santa
Claus and portraying the
jolly old soul.  It very often
proves to be not only full
of  ho, ho, ho’s, but also ha,
ha, ha’s, and Oh No’s! 

Several county resi-
dents have volunteered
over the years to offer
their services and become
Santa’s helpers as they
stand in for Jolly Old St.
Nick at many local events.
As Santa, these men have
dealt with crying babies,
infants grabbing their
glasses, tugging at their
beards, asking a multitude
of  questions, and even
those who didn’t want to
sit on his lap.  Regardless
of  what happens, they
highly enjoy their duties
and plan to continue doing
them.

Ron Slik has been por-
traying Santa Claus for
over 20 years, both locally
and at Governor’s Square
Mall in Tallahassee.  He
said that though many
Santa’s attend Santa
School, he hasn’t been one
of  them.  “It’s a tough job
and you have to know ex-
actly what to say,” said
Slik.  He added that it is
very hard work when you
have a lot of  children and
you’re continually lifting
them to your lap.  Slik
began experiencing leg
pains and was informed
by his doctor that lifting
affects the legs.  “You’d
think it would be your
back bothering you,” he
said.

Through the years, he
has had many experiences
including mishaps, cute,
funny, and very heart
touching.  Slik recalls that
the year before last, a little
girl visiting from China
came to see him.  “She
spoke English very well,
so I asked her what she
wanted for Christmas?
She asked me, what’s is
Christmas?  Then I asked
her what would you like to
have more than anything
else in the world?  She
thought about it really
hard. You could almost see
the smoke coming out of
her ears, and then she
blurted out, ‘Macaroni
and cheese!’  Her mother
said she could handle
that.”

He said that one year,
one little girl who came to
see him, touched him.  She
told Santa she had a lot
and didn’t really need any-
thing, but her friend at
school in Tallahassee had
lost her house and her
family was sleeping in a
car.  The girl asked Santa
to get her friend a warm
blanket because it was
going to be really cold.

There was one little
boy about four years old,
who wore a frilly shirt,
knickers and tweed jacket
and spoke perfect King’s
English, said to him;
“Santa, I have a problem.  I
liked all the presents I got
last year, but I didn’t ask
for them.  This year, could
you bring me a sack of
money and me and my
mom will go shopping and
buy what I want?”   Slik re-
sponded, “Santa Claus
doesn’t deal with money
and he can’t print it.  I deal
with toys.”  The boy said
he thought he would give
it a shot any way.

Several years ago, on
a very busy night with a
very long line of  parents
and children, a little girl
about three to five years
old bypassed the line and
crawled into his lap.  “She
kept saying ‘St. Nicolas’,
and playing with my
beard. Then I was in-
formed that she was from
Russia and had only been
in the country for three
days.”  Slik said that he
had learned to speak Russ-
ian before he learned to
speak English, so he spoke
to her in Russian.  “She

was thrilled to know that
Santa Claus could speak
Russian,” said Slik.

He recalls that there
was one occasion when a
little boy brought him a
gift bag.  “I was polite and
didn’t open it until he left.
Inside, wrapped in tissue
paper, there was a big
sugar cookie with one bite
taken out of  it.  I guess he
wanted to ensure that
Santa got a good cookie,”
quipped Slik.  “I still have
that cookie.”

Slik said he has the
same family come and see
him every year.  “I have a
large number of  college
students come by to see me
and this one boy wanted to
send a picture of  his girl-
friend to his mother, so he
figured the best picture
would be one with her and
Santa Claus.  They came
back every year after that.
One year, they informed
him that they were mar-
ried now. And when they
had their first baby, they
came to see me.  The man
told me it had become a
family tradition to be pho-
tographed with Santa,
telling me, ‘it works!’

He remembered yet
another cute story.  Slik
said he was working in a
flower shop and two little
girls outside were talking
when one asked the other,
“Where does Santa Claus
live?”  The other girl an-
swered, “Monticello,
Florida,” just at the mo-
ment Slik departed the
flower shop.  The second
girl pointed toward Slik
and said, “See, I told you
that Santa lives in Monti-
cello!”

Over the years, Slik
has had many mishaps as
Santa.  He said babies are
fascinated with his beard
and reach for it; he had
one instance when a
teenage boy sat on his lap
reached over and grabbed
his beard and pulled to
watch it come off.  “He al-
most yanked my face off,”
said Slik.  He has had
many babies spit up on
him and diapers leaking
in his lap.  “That’s why I
have several costumes,
just in case one has to be
dry-cleaned,” said Slik.
He added that the biggest
problem playing Santa is
the children ages six
months to about two years.
“They have always come
to know Santa in pictures
or on TV, and he’s real
small.  But when their par-
ents drag them to the mall
to get their first photo
with Santa, they begin
screaming bloody mur-
der.”

As Santa, Slik has also
had senior citizens have
their photos with him.  “I
remember last year, there
was this 93 year-old
woman in a wheelchair.
She told me that her chil-
dren were all grown now,
but when they were small,
every year there was a
photo taken with Santa.
She said she thought it the
best thing to do to take a
photo of  herself  with
Santa and send it to her
children.”

Recalling another sen-

ior, he remembers an 83
year-old woman who had
fallen and broken her ver-
tebra and had to wear a
brace that came up like a
box on both sides of  her
head.  “She said she
thought a photo with
Santa would help her to re-
member being alive dur-
ing this ordeal,” said Slik.

As a citizen visiting
retailers, he has had many
children stare at him over
the years.  Parents have
often told him that he
needs to come around
more often, because the
children have a tendency
to behave when he’s
around. 

Slik also portrays
Santa Paws for pet lovers
who like photos of  their
little furry family mem-
bers with Santa. “I don’t
have a problem with the
dogs, but for some reason,
I have trouble with the
cats, they don’t seem to
like me.  There have also
been families who wanted
photos taken of  their chil-
dren and pets together
with me, and those are re-
ally fun. The pet will sit
still and the kids are jump-
ing up and down, many ex-
cited about ‘Santa is going
to hold my dog.’

Bert Banks has por-
trayed Santa since 2001
and recalls some of  his
cutest or funny moments.
His authentic “Santa
Claus” beard has come in
handy on many of  those
occasions.

“There was one year
during the Downtown
Christmas when I played
Santa for one day and one
night.  One little boy came
in and told me that he
wanted a fire truck for
Christmas,” said Banks.  

“He came back about
three more times while I
was there, and he kept
telling me that he wanted
a fire truck for Christmas.
I guess he was trying the
make sure I wouldn’t for-
get.

“I remember one time,
when I was Santa at Little
Angels in Training,” said
Banks.  “There was this
one little girl who was so
excited when she got
home, she ran through the
house and told her mother,
‘I saw the real Santa Claus
today, and it wasn’t Mr.
Larry.’

He recalled one in-
stance when he was called
to do a job in Virginia.  “I
would eat dinner every
night in a restaurant near
my hotel room,” he said.
“I walked in one night and
sat near the salad bar
where I could see the
door.”  Banks reminds that
he was not in his “uni-
form” at the time.  “One
man approached me at the
salad bar and he told me
that his son had told him
he thought the gentleman
near the salad bar was
Santa.  So I asked him his
son’s name and he said
Sean, so I got a little more
information.

“Shortly after, I
walked up behind him and
tapped him on the shoul-
der and said hello Sean,
have you been a good boy,”

said Banks.  “Sean had a
miraculous look on his
face when he looked up
and saw me.  He kind of
hesitated and stuttered
‘yes’.  Then I asked him
what happened in school
last week and he was sud-
denly dumbfounded.”

Banks said Sean’s dad
then told him, “I told you
he (Santa) could see you.”
“I really had a lot of  fun
with it,” he added.

He has had many in-
stances of  children tug-
ging on his beard, just to
make sure it was real.  “It
has convinced many that I
was the real deal,” said
Banks.

There are instances as
the jolly old soul, when
children become fright-
ened.  “I went to Freedom
Church in Tallahassee and
went to visit with the chil-
dren in the nursery.  Some
of  the children started
crying and some refused
to sit on my lap,” said
Banks.  “It happens from
time to time.” 

As Santa, one also has
to be very quick on his feet
coming up with clever an-
swers to the children’s
questions.  “You have to be
able to figure out what the
children are asking and
give them the answer they
are looking for.  If  you
don’t, they figure out that
it’s not really Santa.”  

Some ask him where
his sled is and he replies,
“There is no snow here, so
when we’re here, we ride
in a red Jeep.”  Many have
asked how many reindeer
he has and he tells them,
“Eight, but on those foggy
nights when I use
Rudolph, I have nine.”
Children have asked him
how many elves he has
and he tells them a variety
of  answers, including,
“I’m hiring and firing all
year round, so I really
don’t know how many are
working for me now.”  On
occasions, he has been
asked, ‘Do you pay the
elves? How do you get the
money?’  At times, he tells
them the money is do-
nated, at other times he
tells them that he feeds
them and gives them a
place to live, so they work
for free.

Banks recalls that the
year before last, he went to
a Chinese restaurant in
Madison for some dinner.
“There are some Spanish
people who worked there
and one couple had a little
girl.  The parents told me
that she thought I looked
like Santa and I told them
I was Santa.  I told them
that I would be back in
uniform the following
night at 7 p.m.  As all the
children came in they

thought it was great to see
that Santa had stopped by
for dinner.”

Banks greeted each
with “Feliz Navdad” and
gave them candy canes.

He has snuck into his
grandchildren’s room on
Christmas Eve to deliver
bicycles and shortly before
leaving, he let out a loud,
“Ho, Ho, Ho”, awakening
the children.  “My grand-
son grabbed the camera
and took a picture of  me
with infrared film.  The
funny thing was, the red
suit didn’t show up.”

Banks has had many
children, adults and those
who are heavy, sitting on
his lap, but it doesn’t
bother him.  “I can take
it,” he relates.  He con-
cluded, “I’ve been very,
very lucky, I want to keep
playing Santa.  I love to see
the look on the kids’ faces.
There’s nothing like it.”

Larry Bates, Sr. has
been playing Santa Claus
since the 1990’s. He relates
that there are many mem-
orable occasions, some
mishaps and just enjoying
the expression on chil-
dren’s bright little faces
when they see him.

“I have had little ba-
bies hands getting entan-
gled in my beard, and I
have had babies grab my
glasses and pull them off,’
said Bates.  

“I try to be quiet
around the little kids,
holding back on the Ho,
Ho, Ho’s, to keep from
scaring them,” said Bates.
“The worst part about
playing Santa is when I get
ready to leave, the older
kids follow me and I have a
hard time getting out of
their sight.”

He has portrayed
Santa on many occasions
and said that some of
those who come to get pho-
tos with him, or just tell
what they wanted for
Christmas. He has even
had a few bring in their
family pets for photos with
him.  

Bates said the cutest
kids are those who are
amazed with the sight of
Santa and they can’t take
their eyes off  him.  “They
are so amazed, they don’t
want to leave.”

He recalls his funniest
story.  “When my grand-
son was little, he told his
grandmother, ‘I wish
Grandpa would stop pre-
tending to be Santa
Claus.”

Both Banks and Bates
say they have been fortu-
nate and not had any
mishaps with babies spit-
ting up on them or leaky
diapers.  They haven’t had
that particular problem,
“yet.”

online.ecbpublishing.com Jefferson County Journal • 7AFriday, December 21, 2012

Jefferson County Living

Lonzo Marquiett
Weed, Sr. went to be with
the Lord on Friday, Decem-
ber 14, 2012. He will be
greatly missed by his fam-
ily and all that knew him.  

He is preceded in
death by his father and
mother, Kyle and Aline
Weed, and a son, Jonathan
Weed.

He proudly served his
country in the United
States Air Force and Navy.
He was a member of  the
Cornerstone Baptist
Church. In his early years
he worked at Bassett’s
Dairy in Monticello, FL.
He enjoyed fishing and was
a pipefitter for many years.

He is survived by his
wife of  53 years Margie L.
Weed; his son Lonzo Mar-
quiett Weed, Jr. (Sheila;)
his daughters Tina Wal-
drop (Eugene,) and Cindy
Werneth (Paul,) all of  Mo-
bile, AL; 14 grandchildren
and 32 great-grandchil-
dren, who all loved him
very much; his brother
Oliver Weed (Kim,) of  Tal-
lahassee, FL; his brothers-
in-law Joe Patrick
(Brenda) and Alton Patrick
(Debbie;) his sisters-in-law
Diann Smith (Dickie,) Mar-
ilyn Perez, Jeanette Wood,
and Catherine Cofield.

Visitation was held on
Monday, December 17, 2012
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Faith
Chapel Funeral Home
South, 100 Beverly Park-
way, Pensacola, FL. A fu-
neral service was held at 10
a.m. on Tuesday, December
18, 2012 at Faith Chapel
South, with Rev. Bobby Lee
Smith officiating. Burial
followed at Barrancas Na-
tional Cemetery, NAS Pen-
sacola. Pallbearers in
attendance included Mark
Weed, Kevin Waldrop,
Michael Werneth, Steven
Smith, Bobby Weed, and
Paul Patrick. Honorary
pallbearers were Sammy
Spiers and Douglas Davis.

You may express your
condolences online at
www.fcfhs.com.

Santa Not Always Ho, Ho, Ho!

Bert Banks with his wife Nancy.
Ron Slik

LONZO 
WEED, SR.
1933-2012
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School 

V – is for the Very special people you are.

O – is for the Overwhelming support and compassion you offer others during their
time of  need.

L – is for the Little things you do that make such a difference in someone’s life.

U – is for the Unspoken words that sometimes mean just as much.

N – is for the Need you fill when others aren’t able.

T – is for the Time you give of  yourselves on top of  your own busy schedules.
E – is for the Emotional support you continually give.

E – is also for the Endless energy you all seem to possess.

R – is for the Responsibility you have taken on and never once complained.

S – is for the Smiles you bring to Parents and Families by just being YOU.

Jefferson County School District
Al Cooksey, Superintendent

Edna Henry, Volunteer Coordinator
For more information concerning volunteering, please feel free to call our office

at 850-342-0100.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND THANK YOU 
PARENTS & COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERSThirty-five North Florida Commu-

nity College students have been named to
the Dean’s Honor Roll at the conclusion
of  NFCC’s Fall Term 2012. The Dean’s
Honor Roll recognizes outstanding aca-
demic achievement at the completion of
each semester. Inclusion on the list is
awarded to all full-time students who,
during the term, have earned a grade
point average of  3.50 to 3.79 on course
work of  at least 12 hours.

Students on the NFCC Dean’s 
list for Fall Term 2012 are:

HAMILTON COUNTY
Andrea L. Abbott                                 Jasper
Winston L. Crosby                               Jasper
Rebecca I. Jackson                               Jasper
Shannon M. Luyando                         Jasper

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Victoria M. Self                               Monticello

MADISON COUNTY
Bushra G. Akbar                               Madison
Danielle C. Bentley                          Madison
Brigitte N. Blanton                           Madison
Ivy W. Bradley                                   Madison
Gabrielle N. Carman                      Greenville
Cameron L. Frakes                          Madison
Christopher K. Gifford                      Pinetta

Steven M. Godfrey                           Madison
Kaitlin E. Littleton                           Madison
Rebekah A. Miller                            Madison
Chad T. Oliver                                    Madison
Angelia J. Stafford                           Madison
Kendal L. Wilson                               Pinetta

SUWANNEE COUNTY
Laura-Kaitlyn Boatright                 Live Oak
Christopher D. Curtis                     Wellborn
Kenneth J. Hitt                                  Branford
Sara D. Kolvinsky                            Branford
Andrew W. Land                              Live Oak
Ethan D. Law                                      Live Oak
Lindsay R. Michal                             Live Oak
Ashley R. Threm                               Live Oak
Thuy T. Tran                                       Live Oak
Danee N. Wolfe                                Live Oak

TAYLOR COUNTY
Kaylee E. Denmark                              Perry
Anna M. Ferrer                                     Perry
Michael T. Gold                                     Perry
Maggie N. Hanson                                Perry
Kelly S. Kuehn                                       Perry

LEON COUNTY
Laura E. Bishop                          Tallahassee
Jacob B. Hentges                        Tallahassee

For information contact the Office of
College Advancement, (850) 973-1653 or
email News@NFCC.edu.

North Florida Community College
Announces Dean’s Honor Roll

Thirty-one North Florida Commu-
nity College students have been named to
the President’s Honor Roll at the conclu-
sion of  NFCC’s Fall Term 2012. The Pres-
ident’s Honor Roll recognizes
outstanding academic achievement at
the completion of  each semester. Inclu-
sion on the list is awarded to all full-time
students who, during the term, have
earned a grade point average of  3.8 to 4.0
on course work of  at least 12 hours.

NFCC students named to the Presi-
dent’s Honor Roll for Fall Term 2012 are:

HAMILTON COUNTY
Lisa D. Hill                                           Jennings
Leslie J. Smith Carter                       Jasper

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Mandy L. Holley                                Lamont
Victoria M. Holley                            Lamont

MADISON COUNTY
Cody D. Belinski                               Madison
Eugene P. Buie                                  Madison
Traci G. Bull                                         Pinetta
Anna M. Finlayson                         Greenville
Connor E. Ginn                                                Lee
Savannah D. Cauldwell                 Madison
Christian J. Griffin                          Madison

Erica D. Mobley                                Madison
Tarvis M. Peacock                            Madison
Selena B. Phillips                                       Lee

SUWANNEE COUNTY
Jonathan C. Bolick                            Live Oak
Logan B. Bonds                                 Live Oak
Lacey J. Caskin                                   O'Brien
Lyndee M. Fletcher                         Live Oak
Jessica A. Lisk                                    Live Oak
Christopher A. Martins                  Live Oak
Caitlin M. Verdegem                      Live Oak
Shannon E. Wood                            Mc Alpin

TAYLOR COUNTY
Taylor W. Bethea                                      Perry   
Marybeth L. Clark                                     Perry
Wendy M. Cruce                                          Perry
Macy M. Gregory                                       Perry
Charles A. Johnson                                   Perry
Amanda L. Thomas                                   Perry
Jonathan M. Thomas                              Perry  
Madison C. Thomas                                 Perry

LEON COUNTY
James R. LaValle                        Tallahassee

For information contact the Office of
College Advancement, (850) 973-1653 or
email News@NFCC.edu.

North Florida Community College
Announces President’s Honor Roll

North Florida Community College congratulates the following Jefferson County
students who were awarded degrees or certificates at the conclusion of  NFCC’s Fall
Term 2012.

NFCC’s Fall Term 2012 graduates are:   
JEFFERSON COUNTY
Beggs, Maurey, Arline Monticello          Associate in Arts Degree

(A.A. Degree)
Davis, Dorothy, Elizabeth Monticello          Patient Care Technician - 

PCT (Certificate)
Dollar, Kristin, Keli                         Monticello          Patient Care Technician - 

PCT (Certificate)
Kinsey, Courtney                              Monticello          Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN)
Kinsey, Jr., Michael, B.                Monticello          Emergency Medical Technician / 

EMT-B (Certificate)
Sorensen, Hannah, Marie Monticello          Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN)
Starling, Jr., Michael, William Monticello          Associate in Arts Degree 

(A.A. Degree)
Tinga, Victoria, B. Monticello          Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN)
Williams, Breeanna, L. Monticello          Patient Care Technician - 

PCT (Certificate)

NFCC Announces Jefferson County
Graduates For Fall Term 2012

NFCC graduates Breeanna Williams of Monticello, Lynn Wilson of Lee, and Tammy
Roach of Perry at Van H. Priest Auditorium before NFCC’s Fall 2012 Commencement
Ceremony on Dec. 13. Williams, Wilson and Roach were all awarded Patient Care Tech-
nician certificates during the ceremony.

NFCC graduates Kelli Dollar of Monticello, Leah Brannan of Perry, and Rosalie
Jackson of Mayo at Van H. Priest Auditorium before NFCC’s Fall 2012 Commencement
Ceremony on Dec. 13. Williams, Wilson and Roach were all awarded Patient Care Tech-
nician certificates during the ceremony.

NFCC gradu-
ate Dorothy
Davis of Jef-
ferson County
at NFCC’s Fall
2012 Com-
mencement
C e r e m o n y
Dec. 13 at Van
H. Priest Au-
d i t o r i u m .
Davis was
awarded a Pa-
tient Care
Te c h n i c i a n
certificate at
the ceremony.

When you volunteer in Jefferson
County Schools, you
join a team that is
committed to excel-
lence in public educa-
tion.  Bring your skills,
expertise, and dedication
to young people in need
of  your help.  And, while
volunteering is “giving
back,” you may be sur-
prised at what you
gain from volunteer-
ing.  Our kids and
teachers are eager to
meet you!  We have a
wide variety of  volun-
teer opportunities, one of  which will be
perfect for you.

All school volunteers must com-

plete a Volunteer/Mentoring Applica-
tion and Security Background Check,

including both returning and new
volunteers.  Volunteers are then

approved by the Jeffer-
son County School
Board prior to work-
ing with children.  
Become a school volun-

teer today by contacting
Edna Henry, District Parent

Involvement Coordinator at 342-0100.  
Too often we under-estimate the

power of  a touch, a smile, a kind word,
a listening ear, an honest compliment,

or the smallest act of  caring, all
of  which have the potential to

turn a life around.
-- Dr. Felice Leonardo Buscaglia

Calling All Volunteers!  
Volunteers, it’s your time to shine!
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Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bi l ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

850-948-3372
WE INSTALL METAL ROOFS

Herndon
Trucking

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

Raymond Herndon

office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

125 SW Shelby Ave.
Madison, FL 32340

Plumbing Repairs
Fixtures-Faucets
Sewer & Water Connections
Water Heater Repairs

Wells Drilled
Pumps Replaced
Tanks Replaced

All Repairs

Carlton Burnette
Master Plumber

850-973-1404Lic.# RF 0058445

Drilling
&

Repairs

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Bateries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND MUCH

MORE!

Full Automotive Services

YYoouurr  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  LLiissttiinnggss
TOWN & COUNTRY

TACK & RESALE SHOP
Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309

Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

G l e n d a  o r
C h r i s t y

Monticello News 997-3568

For Any of  Your  Advertisement Needs

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson County Lady Tigers lost the past two
games, both of  which were District games, to now stand
8-6 on the season and 2-2 in league play.

Jefferson faced off  against Hamilton County on De-
cember 17, and the Lady Tigers were caged for a 65-40
loss.

Leading the Lady Tigers was Samiria Martin, who
racked up a whopping 29 points and 12 rebounds for a
double-double. She also had one assist and one steal.

Ambrosia Branham had five rebounds.
Jakiea Morris had one rebound and one steal.
Yakira Steen had had two rebounds.
Shan Scott snagged nine rebounds.
Audrianna Noel bucketed for 10 points, had six re-

bounds, two assists and three steals.
Brianna Graham scored one point, and had five re-

bounds, and one steal.
Jefferson hit the hardwood against Branford on De-

cember 18, and the Lady Tigers were skimmed for a 43-
42 loss.

Martin targeted for 27 points, 25 of  which, she
scored during the second half. She had six rebounds, two
assists, and three steals.

Branham had one rebound.
Morris netted for four points, with three rebounds,

and two steals.
Steen had one rebound.
Noel racked up 10 points, with four rebounds, one

assist, and two steals. 
Graham had one point, two rebounds, and one steal. 
Action continues against North Florida Christian,

January 7 at 6 p.m., away; Melody, in a district game,
January 8 at 6 p.m., home; Branford, in a district game,
January 11 at 6 p.m., home; Hamilton, in a district game,
January 15 at 6 p.m., home; Mayo, in a district game,
January 17 at 6 p.m., home; John Pail II, January 18 at 6
p.m., home; Madison County, January 19 at 6 p.m., home;
Taylor County, January 24 at 6 p.m., away; and wrapping
up the regular season, Madison County, January 26 at 6
p.m., away.

Lady Tigers Lose Two

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson County
varsity Tigers’ basketball
team split the past two
games to now stand 3-3 on
the season. 

When Jefferson faced
off  against Hamilton
County on December 17,
the Tigers were skinned
for a 72-50 loss. 

The Tigers were
outscored in the first
quarter, 17-9, in the second
quarter, 15-10, in the third
quarter, 21-18, and in the
fourth quarter, 19-13. 

As a team, the Tigers
netted 16 of  32 attempts
from the field, bucketed
two of  10 attempts from
the three-point zone, and
hit 12 of  25 attempts from
the free-throw line for 50
points. They collected five
assists, 15 offensive and 12
defensive rebounds for a
total of  27 rebounds, with
11 steals, 21 turnovers,
and 17 personal fouls. 

Individually, Lenorris
Footman connected with
three of  seven attempts
from the field, and six of
11 attempts from the free-
throw line for 12 points.
He had one assist, three
offensive and three defen-
sive rebounds for a total
of  six rebounds, with four
turnovers, and three per-
sonal fouls. 

Gene Noel netted one
of  three attempts from the
field, and one of  two at-
tempts from the free-
throw line fort three
points. He had one assist,
three offensive and two de-
fensive rebounds for a
total of  five rebounds,
with three turnovers and
four personal fouls. 

Ramez Nealy targeted
10 of  14 attempts from the
field, hit one attempt from
the three-point zone and
netted one of  four at-
tempts from the free-
throw line for 24 points.
He had one assist, four of-

fensive and two defensive
rebounds for a total of  six
rebounds, with two
turnovers and four per-
sonal fouls.

Tre’Veyon Edwards
netted one of  four at-
tempts from the field,
missed one attempt from
the three-point zone and
missed two attempts from
the free-throw line for two
points. He had one assist,
three offensive and one de-
fensive rebound for a total
of  four rebounds, with
seven steals, seven
turnovers, and two per-
sonal fouls. 

Keondrea Parker net-
ted one of  two attempts
from the field, hit one at-
tempt from the three-point
zone, and bucketed three
of  four attempts from the
free-throw line for eight
points. He had one offen-
sive and one defensive re-
bound for a total of  two
rebounds, and one per-
sonal foul.

Robert Nealy missed
two attempts from the
field, missed seven at-
tempts from the three-
point zone and netted one
of  two attempts from the
free-throw line for one
point. He had one defen-
sive rebound, one steal,
two turnovers, and one
personal foul.

Jefferson hit the hard-
wood against Branford on
December 18 and the
Tigers mauled their oppo-
nent for a 62-17 victory, in
the District game. 

The Tigers took a
commanding lead in the
first half, scoring 31 points
in the first quarter and 12
in the second quarter,
while the team defense
held Branford to zero.
Branford took the third
quarter, 11-7, and the
Tigers took the fourth
quarter, 12-6.

As a team, Jefferson
netted 20 of  38 attempts
from the field, bucketed
six of  20 attempts from the

three-point zone, and hit
four of  seven attempts
from the free-throw line
for 62 points. They col-
lected 18 assists, four
blocked shots, 16 offensive
and 17 defensive rebounds
for a total of  33 rebounds,
with 28 steals, nine
turnovers, and five per-
sonal fouls. 

Individually, Footman
netted two of  three at-
tempts from the field,
bucketed three of  five at-
tempts from the three-
point zone, and sunk two
of  three attempts from the
free-throw line for 15
points. He had two assists,
two blocked shots, three
offensive and seven defen-
sive rebounds for a total
of  10 rebounds and a dou-
ble-double, and eight
steals.

Noel netted three of
five attempts from the
field, and hit one attempt
from the three-point zone
for nine points. He had
three assists, one blocked
shot, three offensive and
two defensive rebounds
for a total of  five re-
bounds, with four steals,
two turnovers, and one
personal foul. 

Ramez Nealy netted
two of  six attempts from
the field, and two of  two
attempts from the free-
throw line for six points.
He had three assists, two
offensive and two defen-
sive rebounds for a total
of  four rebounds, with
one steal and one
turnover.

Shawn Blue missed
one attempt from the field,
and hit one of  four at-
tempts from the three-
point zone for three
points. He also had three
assists and two steals.

Edwards netted three
of  six attempts from the
field, and missed one at-
tempt from the three-point
zone for six points. He had
three assists, one defen-
sive rebound, six steals,

and two turnovers. 
Chaz Hansberry

missed three attempts
from the field, had one
blocked shot, three offen-
sive and three defensive
rebounds for a total of  six
rebounds, with one steal,
one turnover, and three
personal fouls. 

Robert Williams tar-
geted three of  three at-
tempts from the field, and
missed one attempt from
the three-point zone for
six points. He also had two
assists, and three steals.

Parker bucketed six
of  nine attempts from the
field, and missed one at-
tempt from the three-point
zone for 12 points. He had
five offensive and two de-
fensive rebounds for a
total of  seven rebounds,
with one turnover, and
one personal foul.

Robert Nealy hit one
of  two attempts from the
field, and netted one of
five attempts from the
three-point zone for five
points. He also had two as-
sists, three steals, and two
turnovers. 

Going into the New
Year, the Tigers face off
against Godby on January
4 at 7 p.m., away; Melody
on January 8 at 7:30 p.m.,
home; Branford on Janu-
ary 11 at 7:30 p.m., home;
Hamilton on January 15 at
7:30 p.m., home; Mayo on
January 17 at 7:30 p.m.,
home; Madison on Janu-
ary 19 at 7:30 p.m., home;
Wakulla on January 22 at
7:30 p.m., home; Lincoln
on January 24 at 7 p.m.,
away; Madison on Janu-
ary 26 at 7:30 p.m., away;
North Florida Christian
on January 28 at 7:30 p.m.,
away; Perry on January 29
at 7:30 p.m., away; East
Gadsden on January 31 at
7:30 p.m., home; and wrap-
ping up the regular sea-
son, North Florida
Christian on February 2 at
7 p.m., home.

Varsity Tigers Split Two

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Au-
cilla Chris-
tian Academy
middle school
girls’ basketball
team hit the hard-
wood against
Maclay on Decem-
ber 14, and the young
Lady Warriors
scalped their oppo-
nent, 28-4, to now stand
at an undefeated 9-0 sea-
son.

Ramsey Sullivan tar-
geted for 10 points.

Kelly Horne bucketed
for 10 points.

Elizabeth Hightower
netted for three points.

Camryn Grant scored
two points.

Carly Joiner had two
points.

Cali Burkett netted for
one point. 
After the New
Year, action contin-

ues against Light-
house, January 8 at 5
p.m., away; Light-
house, January 10 at 5

p.m., home; Maclay, Jan-
uary 15 at 4:30 p.m., away;
Brookwood, January 17
at 4 p.m., away; and wrap-
ping up the season, Trin-
ity, January 18 at 4 p.m.,
home.

ACA Middle School
Girls Stand At 9-0

The Monticello News and Jefferson Journal

are online and ready for you.

E-Pub
Subscribe and view our entire paper online!

Only $25 for a year
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STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Found

Business
Opportunity

Mobile Homes
For Sale

100 famiLies needed for
Gov't Home Loan Program. Call
Today (850) 576-2104

Zero doWn with Your
LAND! Or USE Your Paid for
TRADE IN Call Now (850)
576-2687.

4 br 2 ba Granite Counter in
Kitchen, Living Room & Den –
Walk In Closets. Call Me (850)
576-2105.

3 bedroom 2 batH –
HUGE Kitchen, Beautiful Mas-
ter Bath – Walk In Closets. Call
Today (850) 576-2106

2 br 1 ba – Used Mobile
Home Clean as a Whistle –
Won’t Last!!! Call Me ASAP
(850) 576-2687.         12/5, tfn, c

antique CoLe singLe roW
PLanter with seed disc's  $150.
or Obo   Call  997-1582   

12/14,tfn,c

For Sale Help
Wanted

Real Estate
Land for saLe by
oWner, 21 acres house and
well, Plantation style, pines,
good pasture for horses.  Owner
Financing.  Call 850-997-5012

8/15,tfn,c

LaWn vaCuum - Brinkley
LVS-33BHK PolyVac System
with 9HP Briggs & Straton En-
gine, and John Deere
BM21513/10P Utility Cart RE-
DUCED to $500. Call 997-3505
and ask for Debbie.
7/6, tfn, nc.

For Rent

1 & 2 bedroom aPart-
ments avaiLabLe. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped per-
sons  with or without children.
Must meet income requirements.
850-997-5321

11/23, tfn, c.

1 br and 2 br at Coopers Pond
with W/D hook-up, attached carport,
utility room. Quiet neighborhood.
Call 997-5007 10/3,tfn,c

Country Cottage. Cute 2
BR, 1 BA. Great setting & close
to town. Horse option. 631-
0577.   12/21, tfn,c

3 br/ 2 ba d.W. mobiLe
Home, 2 BR/2 BA Mobile
Home,  3 BR/2 BA Mobile
Home,  & 1 BR Park Model
Must meet income require-
ments.  No calls before 9:30 am
or after 6 pm.  850-997-1638 or
997-3890.  Closed Sunday.

10/24,tfn,c

Wanted

MR.  STUMP
STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

Free
fireWood  You cut and you
haul.  Call Fran at 997-3505   

10/31,tfn, nc

J.C. Lions CLub is looking
for 12" Tires with rims for their
Lions trailer.  Reasonable cost.
Call 997-0901  11/9,tfn,nc

Rentals Available!

noW Hiring store
managers & assistant
managers We currently
have opportunities for a store
manager/assistant manager in
the Madison and Monticello
areas. The position requires
management experience. Quali-
fied candidates must have excel-
lent customer service and
employee relations skills. The
successful candidate should be
capable of operating in a fast
paced environment. Must have a
flexible schedule and be self
motivated. Must be able to train,
motivate and prepare employees
for greater responsibilities using
effective communications skills.
Benefits include: Competitive
pay,  Bonus program, Perform-
ance-based pay increases, Paid
vacation, holidays; Email re-
sume to: bculpepper@fasttrack-
stores.com  12/12-21,c

a business of your

oWn in 2013! Earn while
you Learn!  Business Develop-
ment, Sales, & Marketing. 
Positions and Internships are
frequently available - Trainers
and Mentors needed.   Call
Dennis 850-339-7696  

11/30-12/28,pd  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r

Wanted for new charter
high school in Madison, FL,
opening in Aug 2013. See
www.jmphs.org for details.  

12/12-1/4,c

Auto For Sale
1990  f-350  ford  1 ton 5 spd.
Flat bed with lift gate,  original
miles. Call 850-997-1582
12/14,tfn,c

aCCePting aPPLiCa-

tions for CasHier

and stoCK PersoneL at
I-10/19 Chevron. Apply in per-
son at Joyner's Travel Center at
2760 Gamble Rd.  Lloyd, FL.
Questions? Call 556-4159 or
322-9982.               12/14,tfn,c

CHoCoLate Lab found at cor-
ner of Hwy. 90 and Railroad St.  Has
collar but no tags.  Call City Hall at
342-0291.  Need to find owners.
12/19,21,nc 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL  

FREE  ADOPTION
Kittens, Cats, and Dogs  

Looking for a new home. Visit 

Jefferson County Humane Society

on Mamie Scott Drive, or call 

342-0244       

HUGE 2-DAY YARD

SALE 
8am-until 

Fri. Dec. 21 & Sat. Dec. 22  at

5973 S. Jefferson St. 

(1-mi. S.of I-10 on Hwy. 19) 8N

Tractor, Cub LoBoy Tractor, 

Antiques, Wagon Wheels, Milker,

Wash Pots, Dinner Bells, Corn

Grinders, Lawn Mowers, Trailers,

Bed Spreads, Comforter Sets,

Clothes, Toys, Christmas Items,

Juke Box and Lots More.

12/19,21,pd 

business opportunities

start noW! oPen red
Hot doLLar, doLLar
PLus, maiLboX, dis-
Count Party, $10
CLotHing store,
teen store, fitness
Center from $51,900
W o r L d W i d e !
W W W. d r s s 2 0 . C o m
(800)518-3064

employment

$1000 bonus (1st 30 Hired)
up to 47 cpm. new equip-
ment. need CdL Class a
driving exp. (877)258-8782
www.ad-drivers.com

Help Wanted

drivers - Hiring eXPe-
rienCed/ineXPeri-
enCed tanKer
drivers! earn up to $.51
per mile! new fleet volvo
tractors! 1 year otr exp.
req. - tanker training
available. Call today:
(877)882-6537 www.oak-
leytransport.com

experienced otr flatbed
drivers earn 50 up to 55
cpm loaded. $1000 sign on
to qualified drivers. Home
most weekends. Call:
(843)266-3731 / www.bull-
doghiway.com. eoe

driver trainees
needed noW! Learn to
drive for stevens trans-
port! earn $700 per week!
no experience needed!
Local CdL training. Job
ready in 15 days! (888)368-
1964

miscellaneous

airLine Careers - be-
come an aviation mainte-
nance tech. faa approved
training. financial aid if
qualified - Housing avail-
able. Job placement assis-
tance. CaLL aviation
institute of maintenance
(866)314-3769

nursing Careers
begin here – train in
months, not years. finan-
cial aid if qualified. Hous-
ing available. Job
Placement assistance. Call
Centura institute orlando
(877) 206-6559

mediCaL Careers
begin here – train on-
Line for allied Health and
medical management. Job
placement assistance. Com-
puter available. financial
aid if qualified. sCHev
authorized. Call 888-203-
3179 www.Centuraonline.
com

airLines are Hiring -
train for hands on aviation
maintenance Career. faa
approved program. finan-
cial aid if qualified - Hous-
ing available CaLL
aviation institute of main-
tenance (866)314-3769

attend CoLLege on-
Line from Home.  *med-
ical, *business, *Criminal
Justice, *Hospitality. Job
placement assistance. Com-
puter available. financial
aid if qualified. sCHev
authorized. Call www.Cen-

turaonline.com 888-203-
3179

otr drivers Wanted

drivers - Class a flatbed,
Home every WeeK-
end! Pay 37₵/mi, both
ways, fuLL benefits,
requires 1 year otr
flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227, sun-
belt transport, Jack-
sonville, fL
tired of Living Pay-
CHeCK to PayCHeCK?
there's great earning po-
tential as a Professional
truck driver! the average
Professional truck driver
earns over $700/wk*! 16-
day CdL training @
nfCC/roadmaster! ap-
proved for veterans train-
ing. CaLL today!
(866)467-0060 *doL/bLs
2012

real estate/ Land for sale

20 aCres free! own 60
acres for 40 acre price/pay-
ment. $0 down, $168/mo.
money back guarantee,
no Credit CHeCKs.
beautiful views, West
texas. (800)843-7537
www.sunsetranches.com

skilled trades/ Crafts

experienced telephone
Lineman must have Class
“a” CdL, Current medical
certification, ability to
travel. benefits, vacation,
holidays Contact Jeannette
@ 814-474-1174 or email
resume to Jeannettebrown
@thayerpc. com

stateWide CLassified ads for monday 12/17/2012 tHrougH 12/24/2012

Yard Sale
CHristmas Craft

saLe  Sat. 22, 8am-1pm  in
News parking lot.  Special gifts
for someone special.  12/21,nc

Caregiver avaiLabLe

for your Loved ones.

10 years  experience, light
housekeeping, cooking, Live-
in if needed.  References avail-
able upon request.  Call
229-226-0656   12/21,pd

Wanted: Long term
Hunting Lease. Small
family of responsible hunters.
Prefer 200+ acres of pines/hard-
woods with chance to take deer,
hog, turkey. Call Rockie at 850-
933-3684.              12/21,28,pd



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy varsity Lady
Warriors took victories in
two of  the past three
games, to now stand 11-3
on the season.

Aucilla hit the hard-
wood against FAMU on
December 11, and the
Lady Warriors were
trounced for a 68-13 loss. 

Ashli Cline netted for
three points, with two re-
bounds and one steal. 

Michaela Metcalf  had
two points and two re-
bounds. 

Lauren Demott netted
for two points and
snagged five rebounds.

Whitney Stevens had
three points.

Brooke Kinsley buck-
eted for three points and
had one steal.

Marissa Duber had
two rebounds and one
steal.

Pamela Watt had two
assists and one blocked
shot.

Ashley Schofill had
one steal.

The Lady Warriors
squared off  against St.
Francis on December 13 in
a game that proved to be a
real barnburner up until
the very end of  the fourth
quarter when Aucilla
pulled out the 36-33 win.

Coach Daryl Adams
explained the winning
scenario. “Aucilla missed
six free-throws in the
fourth quarter and we
were tied at 33-33. It could
have been anybody’s
game, and it looked as if  it
would go into overtime.
With 2.3 seconds remain-
ing on the clock, Pamela
Watt threw an in-bound
base-line pass to Brooke
Kinsley, on the right elbow
of  our set. With less than
one second remaining,
Brooke released the ball
and got the three-point
shot, and the win for Au-
cilla.”

Cline bucketed for
eight points, snagged

eight rebounds, and five
steals.

Watt netted for 10
points, with five rebounds,
six assists, and six steals.

Metcalf  had two
points, four rebounds, and
two steals

Schofill had three
points and three steals.

Kinsley targeted for
13 points, and snagged five
rebounds and one steal.

Duber had two re-
bounds. 

Aucilla faced off
against Munroe on De-
cember 14, and the Lady
Warriors scalped their op-
ponent for a 53-15 win.

Cline netted for six
points, had seven re-
bounds and four steals.

Kinsley targeted for
11 points and snagged 10
rebounds for a double-
double, with three assists
and five steals.

Watt bucketed for 14
points, had five rebounds,
nine assists, six steals and
one blocked shot.

Schofill netted for 14
points, with three re-
bounds, and six steals.

Demott scored six
points and had eight re-
bounds.

Duber had two points,
three rebounds, and one
blocked shot.

Metcalf  had three re-
bounds, two assists, and
six steals.

Stevens had two re-
bounds.

Action continues
against Chiles, January 4
at 2 p.m., away; Brook-
wood, January 8 at 6 p.m.,
home; Tallavana, January
10 at 6 p.m., away; Suwan-
nee County, January 11 at
6 p.m., home; Tallavana,
January 14 at 6 p.m.,
home; John Paul II, Janu-
ary 17 at 6 p.m., home;
Munroe, January 18 at 6
p.m., away; Franklin
County, January 22 at 6
p.m., home; Madison
County, January 24 at 6
p.m., home; and wrapping
up the regular season, Lib-
erty County, January 25 at
6 p.m., home.
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THE
MONTICELLO

NEWS
The official

Legal organ for
Monticello and

Jefferson County

Deadline
for Legal Ads

is Monday at 3
p.m. for the
Wednesday
paper, and

Wednesday at
3 p.m. for the
Friday paper.

Email to: 
monticellonews@
embarqmail.com

Fax to:
850-997-3774

Call us:
850-997-3568

Legals
Lady Warriors Take 

Two Of Three
FRAN HUNT

The Aucilla Christian
Academy varsity War-
riors hit the hardwood
against John Paul II on
December 4 and the War-
riors capped a 50-48 vic-
tory to now stand 4-2 on
the season.

As a team, the War-
riors netted 12 of  24 at-
tempts from the field,
sunk five of  14 attempts
from the three-point zone,
and targeted 11 of  19 at-
tempts from the free-
throw line for 50 points.
They had 12 assists, six of-
fensive and 24 defensive
rebounds for a total of  30
rebounds, with 12
block/steals and 26
turnovers. 

B r a d e n
M a t t i n g l y
sank one of
two attempts
from the field,
missed one at-
tempt from
the three-
point zone,
and netted
four of  five at-
tempts from the
free-throw line for six
points. He had one assist,
four defensive rebounds
and two turnovers. 

Jared Jackson tar-
geted five of  seven at-
tempts from the field, and
netted two of  four at-
tempts from the free-
throw line for 12 points.
He had four offensive and
six defensive rebounds,
for a total of  10 rebounds
and a double-double, with
two block/steals and four
turnovers. 

Brandon Holm netted
one of  four attempts from
the field, and missed two
attempts from the three-
point zone for two points.

He had five assists, one of-
fensive and five defensive
rebounds, for a total of  six
rebounds, with four
block/steals and three
turnovers.

Ricky Finlayson hit
one of  one attempts from
the field, targeted four of
four attempts from the
three-point zone and
missed one attempt from
the free-throw line for 14
points. He had one assist
and one block/steal.

Hans Sorensen hit
one of  three
a t t e m p t s
from the
field and
missed one
attempt from
the three-
point zone for
two points. He
had one assist,

one offensive and
two defensive re-
bounds, for a total
of  three rebounds,
with two
block/steals and

nine turnovers. 
Jay Finlayson netted

two of  four attempts from
the field, bucketed one of
five attempts from the
three-point zone, and tar-
geted three of  three at-
tempts from the
free-throw line for 10
points. He had three as-
sists, four defensive re-
bounds, three
block/steals and six
turnovers. 

Casey Demott hit one
of  three attempts from
the field, missed one at-
tempt from the three-
point zone and netted two
of  four attempts from the
free-throw line for four
points. He had one assist,
three defensive rebounds
and two turnovers. 

Warriors Stand 4-2

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy junior varsity
Lady Warriors’ basketball
team dropped the past four
games to now stand 2-6 on
the season.

On December 6, Au-
cilla faced off  against
Leon County and the
Lions walloped the Lady
Warriors for a 41-24 Au-
cilla loss.

Kayla Knecht con-
nected for six points.

Kinzi Mattingly tar-
geted for eight points.

Morgan Cline netted
fort six points.

Emma Witmer scored
two points.

Gaige Winchester had
two points.

On December 10, Au-
cilla once again hit the
hardwood against Leon
County, and the Lions beat
the Lady Warriors, 42-26. 

Maddie Everett scored
four points and had seven
rebounds.

Knecht had two points
and three rebounds.

Mattingly bucketed
for eight points and
snagged seven rebounds.

Taylor Copeland net-
ted for eight points, and
had six rebounds.

Winchester had four
points and three rebounds.

Sarah Tharpe
grabbed 10 rebounds.

Witmer had two re-
bounds.

Morgan Cline
snagged seven rebounds.

The Lady Warriors hit
the hardwood against
FAMU, on December 11,
and Aucilla was bounced
for a 31-22 loss. 

Everett scored five

points.
Knecht netted for six

points. 
Mattingly had two

points.
Cline scored two

points.
Copeland bucketed for

five points. 
Winchester had two

points. 
Aucilla faced off

against Maclay, on Decem-
ber 14, and the Lady War-
riors were tossed for a
27-13 loss. 

Everett had two
points and three rebounds.

Knecht bucketed for
seven points and had two
rebounds.

Mattingly had two
points and five rebounds. 

Tharpe had two
points and two rebounds.

Cline snagged seven
rebounds.

Copeland grabbed
four rebounds. 

Action continues
against Chiles, January 4
at 12:30 p.m., away; Suwan-
nee County, January 11 at
4:30 p.m., home; Maclay,
January 15 at 5:30 p.m.,
away; Wakulla (two
games), January 19, time
to be announced, away;
Community Christian,
January 22 at 4:30 p.m.,
home; and wrapping up
the season, Madison
County, January 24 at 4:30
p.m., home.

JV Lady Warriors
Drop Four

Sherry Sears

12/21, 28/12

Sherry Sears

12/21, 28/12



The Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict (District) Govern-
ing Board approved 32
agricultural cost-share
projects saving an esti-
mated 315 million gal-
lons annually or 863,000
gallons per day.

The District is in-
vesting $1.5 million dol-
lars to partner with
agricultural producers
to implement water con-
servation projects such
as irrigation retrofits

and new water saving
technologies. Partici-
pants are required to im-
plement best
management practices
and voluntarily partici-
pate in the District’s
water use monitoring
program.

Agricultural pro-
duces from across
Alachua, Columbia,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Jef-
ferson, Lafayette, Levy,
Madison and Suwannee
counties were approved
for their water saving
projects. The total Dis-
trict cost is $512,575 with
the growers contributing
a total of  $247,825 or 33%
of  the equipment costs.

Typical projects in-
clude installing subsur-
face drip irrigation
systems, center pivot
swing arms that elimi-
nate end guns, soil mois-
ture probes, weather
stations and remote
monitor controllers.

Governing Board
Chair Don Quincey
stated “the program is
cost effective and pro-
vides incentives to grow-
ers that benefit our
water resources. The in-
terest in the District’s Ag
cost-share program
demonstrates the impor-
tance of  partnering with
the agricultural commu-
nity to make a positive
difference in conserving
our water supplies,” said
Don Quincey

The next application
funding opportunity for
the second quarter ends
January 4, 2013. For
more information, please
contact SRWMD Ag-
Team member Kevin
Wright, P.E., at
386.362.1001.
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The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  December 21, 2012 through December 28, 2012
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
December 22

12:40 AM
*6:45 AM
12:55 PM
*7:10 PM

Sunday, 
December 23

1:10 AM
*7:25 AM
1:35 PM
*7:50 PM

Tuesday, 
December 25

2:45 AM
*8:50 AM
3:00 PM
*9:15 PM

Wednesday,
December 26

3:30 AM
*9:35 AM
3:45 PM

*10:00 PM

Thursday,
December 27

4:15 AM
*10:20 PM
4:30 PM

*10:45 PM

Friday,
December 28

5:00 AM
*11:05 AM

5:20 PM
*11:30 PM

Friday,
December 21

12:00 AM
*6:10 AM
12:15 PM
*6:25 PM

Monday, 
December 24

2:10 AM
*8:05 AM
2:15 PM
*8:30 PM

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Wed. or Fri.

between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

SRWMD Ag Cost-Share Partners Save
315 Million Gallons Of  Water Annually

The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) unan-
imously decided on a draft
2013 Gulf  of  Mexico gag
grouper recreational sea-
son Wednesday, Dec. 5, at
its Commission meeting
in Apalachicola. After dis-
cussing several options
and hearing public testi-
mony from 26 people,
Commissioners chose
draft options that, if  ap-
proved in February, will
make most Gulf  state wa-
ters consistent with the
current federal season,
with the exception of  a
four-county region.

The current proposed
federal season for Gulf
gag grouper is slated to
start July 1 and end when
the annual catch target
(the number of  fish that
can be harvested for that
year within the rebuilding
plan) is expected to be
met, which will likely be
sometime in November or
early December. The fed-
eral season ending date
should be finalized in
spring 2013.

The Commissioners’
proposal included an

April 1 through June 30
season in state waters off
the counties of  Taylor, Jef-
ferson, Wakulla and
Franklin. According to
the proposal, the four-
county region will not
open during the July 1
through November/De-
cember federal season.
Monroe County is ex-
cluded from the Gulf  of
Mexico season because it
is included in the Atlantic
season for gag grouper.

“In terms of  effort,
this four-county region
had an insignificant im-
pact to the resource but a
significant impact to the
economy and the culture,”
said Commissioner Brian
Yablonski. “We specifi-
cally picked less-populated
counties and a lot of  that
had to do with where the
fish are when the season is
open. This at least gave the
Big Bend area a chance to
fish. Full consistency
takes the Big Bend out.”

The Commission
asked staff  to work with
federal fishery managers
in gathering data on the
effect this proposal may
have on the length of  the

federal season and bring
back this information to
the February Commission
meeting.

“The important thing
is it looks like we are
going in a positive direc-
tion for next year,” said
Commissioner Ron Berg-
eron about the proposed
federal season, which will
potentially be lengthened
in 2013.

Other options consid-
ered by the Commission
included full consistency
with the federal season in
all state waters, split sea-

sons that would open in
spring and winter, and re-
gional seasons.

The 2012 recreational
gag grouper season was
July 1 through Oct. 31 in
all federal and most state
waters, with the exception
of  state waters off  Taylor,
Jefferson, Wakulla and
Franklin counties, which
were open April 1 through
June 30.

Public comment on
this draft rule can be sent
to Marine@MyFWC.com
or can be given by calling
850-487-0554.

2013 Gulf  Gag Grouper Recreational Season
Draft Rule Discussed At FWC Meeting

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) discussed the possibility of  creating
saltwater game fish and sport fish designations at its
Dec. 5 Commission meeting in Apalachicola. After pub-
lic comment from 18 people and the Commissioners’ dis-
cussion, the FWC decided to approve the proposed draft
rule about the designation. The Commission will possi-
bly make a final decision on this measure at its Febru-
ary meeting in Orlando.

While Florida has many recreationally important
species, it does not have an official saltwater game fish
or sport fish designation.

Reasons for considering these changes include
helping highlight and protect some of  Florida’s premier
recreational fish and encouraging anglers to adopt vol-
untary conservation practices such as catch-and-re-
lease. If  adopted, these changes could lead to healthier
fish populations and help Florida market its unique
fishing opportunities to residents and visitors.

“I think it’s an opportunity for this Commission to
create a lasting legacy,” said Chairman Kenneth
Wright. “I think it will send a signal to fishermen
around the world that we are a world-class fishing des-
tination.”

At the meeting, staff  presented the Commission
with potential game fish and sport fish definitions and
described how fish within these designations could be
managed.

Suggested parameters for game fish would include
no commercial harvest, possession or sale.

The sport fish designation would offer a higher
level of  protection than game fish by making selected
species catch-and-release only, including no recre-
ational harvest as well as no commercial harvest, pos-

session or sale.
Before moving forward with the proposal, the Com-

mission decided to remove a parameter that would have
limited gear to hook-and-line only for both designations.
They also removed another parameter that was pro-
posed for the game fish designation only that would
have required captain and crew of  for-hire vessels such
as charter boats to have a bag limit of  zero and not be
allowed to take fish home for themselves.

Which fish species will be included under the game
fish or sport fish designations will not be decided at the
February Commission meeting. If  game fish and sport
fish designations are approved, staff  will return to fu-
ture meetings with suggestions for potential fish
species candidates.

Recreational fishing in Florida has a high cultural
and economic value, and protecting Florida’s premier
recreational fish is a priority of  the Commission. 

Public comment can be sent to
Marine@MyFWC.com. Staff  members are also hosting
webinars on Dec. 10 and 12 to gather public comment.
These meetings will be from 6 to 8 p.m. To participate
in the webinar, visit http://fwc.adobeconnect.com
/mfm/. There is a cap of  100 participants that can be
logged into the online webinar at once. This is on a first-
come basis. To give everyone a chance to participate,
please do not attend both webinar sessions. Each webi-
nar will cover the same topic.

Voice-only access is also available for those without
computer access. For questions about webinar access,
please contact Carly Canion at 850-617-9627 or Carly.Can-
ion@MyFWC.com. Learn more by visiting
MyFWC.com/Fishing – click on “Saltwater Fishing,”
“Rulemaking” and “Workshops.”

Fwc Commission Considering Creating Saltwater
Game Fish And Sport Fish Designations
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