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Most county residents
familiar with the Capital
City Travel Center in Lloyd
probably better know it by
its former and still often
used name of  the Big Bend
Travel Plaza — a full-service
truck stop with a defining
piece of  Americana road-
side sculpture: a giant figure
of  a coffee-cup/donut carry-
ing man dubbed “Johnny
Donutseed”. 

Fewer residents, how-
ever, possibly know or ap-
preciate that the facility is
one of  the first, if  not the
first, of  truck stops along-
side I-10 in Florida; and
that’s it’s also one of  a di-
minishing breed — the inde-
pendents full-service truck
stop. 

“There are not a lot of
independents left anymore,”
says Arun Kundra, the facil-
ity’s owner/operator since
2001.

The industry trend, in
fact, is toward corporate
owned chains, such as the
travel centers owned and op-
erated by Pilot Flying J,
Loves and Travel Centers of
America (TA), the three big
players in the field.    

An engineer turned
businessman, Kundra pur-
chased the property with the
idea of  upgrading and mod-
ernizing the facility, which
he started doing with the
renovation of  the motel
component of  the operation
in 2008, about the time the
Great Recession hit.     

Kundra points out that
the business has existed at
its present location since
1973. Before that, it was lo-
cated in Tallahassee off  US
319/Capital Circle, com-
monly known as the truck
route.  

A 24/7 one-stop travel
center within easy access of

the I-10 on/off  ramps and
with plenty of  automobile
and truck parking spaces —
along with such other
amenities as laundry, show-
ers, auto and truck repair
shops, convenience store,
restaurant (temporarily
closed), and a large rest
lounge — Big Bend has long
been a popular stopover for
truckers, who make up
about 60 percent of  its pa-
trons. (The other 40 percent
consists of  motorists, 30 per-
cent; and locals, 10 percent.)

“We can accommodate
more than 200 trucks at a
time,” Kundra says. “In the
evenings, most of  the park-
ing lot is full of  trucks. You
probably have 100 trucks
parked in here some nights.
People who have been in the
trucking business a long
time, you tell them Big Bend
Truck Stop, and they know
where it is. We have a lot of
loyal customers who have
been coming here for years.” 

Kundra notes that the

majority of  the truckers
who overnight at the facility
sleep in their rigs, which
come equipped with berths.
A few, however, such as car
carriers and others whose
trucks lack sleeping quar-
ters, regularly lodge in the
plaza’s motel, he says.

The latter facility, once
a second-rate structure,
today offers lodgers such
modern-day amenities as
wireless high-speed Inter-
net, flat-screen televisions,
whirlpool bathtubs in cer-
tain of  the rooms and copy
and fax machines, thanks to
Kundra’s renovations. In
fact, had the recession not
hit, Kundra likely would
have continued with his
planned upgrade of  the en-
tire 40-acre property.   

As it was, he had to
shelf  his plan; he didn’t,
however, give up on it. Un-
willing though he is to re-
veal his exact plan, Kundra
will say that a makeover of
the facility is definitely in

the offing. 
“I have certain ideas,”

he says, without going into
specifics. “But yes, we will
definitely make some
changes. Business is an ever-
changing thing. We need to
change, and we’re going to
change. If  you’re stagnant
you will never survive. The
only thing constant in this
world is change.”

Kundra considers a mo-
ment and adds, “I see this
place in the future being one
of  the best stops on I-10.
That’s our goal. We want to
make it one of  the most
modern, energy efficient,
warm and welcoming stops
for people, a home-away-
from-home when they’re
traveling.”

Part of  the impetus for
the planned changes Kun-
dra readily admits has to do
with the current state of
business, which he says is
neither what it once was nor
what is desirable or neces-
sary for sustainability and

growth. Beyond the reces-
sion and the slow economic
recovery, Kundra says the
other factors contributing to
his business woes have to do
with the competition from
the chains and the changing
nature of  the industry.   

“I would say we are sur-
viving,” Kundra says. “But
the big boys (Pilot Flying J,
Lovers and TA) are doing
much better business than
we are; there’s no question
about it. So we have to re-
think our strategy and how
we’re going to go forward
from here.”

But yes, he underscores
the point, business is un-
questionably down.

“It’s way down,” Kun-
dra says. “Since 2008 and the
recession, volumes are way
down. Even the state says
gasoline sales are down to
the levels of  2002, and im-
provement is very slow.”

The business model too
Please See
TRUCKSTOP Page 3A

Lloyd Big Bend Truck Plaza About To Celebrate 40 Years
(Upgrades Maybe In The Offing)

ECB Publishing Photos by Laz Aleman, Dec. 6, 2012
Arun Kundra, owner/operator of the Big Bend Truck

Plaza, has upgrade plans for the facility. Here Kundra
stands in the midst of the facility’s convenience store,
one of the many amenities offered truckers. 

The iconic figure of Johnny Donutseed fronting the
Big Bend Truck Plaza is a longstanding piece of roadside
Americana sculpture that is familiar to long-distance
truckers across the country.    

It’s Time For
Santa Letters

Santa’s making a
list and he’s checking it
twice. It’s that time of
year to show Santa who
the good girls and boys
have been and for them
to write letters to Santa
Claus.

ECB Publishing,
Inc. can save children
the cost of  postage to
send letters to the North
Pole. Children can in-
stead send their letters
to ECB Publishing,
which will publish the
letters in the newspaper.
Santa will get a copy, so
he can read it and check
what each child wants.

The deadline for en-
tries is Dec. 17 at 5 p.m.
and they will be pub-
lished in the Dec. 21 Jef-
ferson County Journal.
Letters must be written
in black ink, To Santa,
in care of  ECB Publish-
ing, Inc., P.O. Box 428,
Monticello, FL 32345, or
dropped off  at the Mon-
ticello News office, 180
W. Washington St., in
Monticello. 

Teachers will also
be collecting letters for
publication, so Santa
can see them. 

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

It’s early in the process
yet, but the Jefferson
County School District’s
new administration is sig-
naling some of  its priority
projects and planned
changes for the coming
year. 

New School Superin-
tendent Al Cooksey told
the Jefferson County
School Board on Monday
evening, Dec. 10, that so far
he had been kept extremely
busy attending orientation
meetings in Tampa and
Gainesville and meeting
with the staffs at the two
schools.

Cooksey cited as prior-
ities for the coming year
much needed improve-
ments at the elementary
school, including the re-
placement of  doors (a door
reportedly fell off  its
hinges recently and almost
injured a child), and an up-
grade of  the playground
equipment. 

He said a more general
priority was the need for
an overall boost of  em-
ployee morale across the
district.  

Specific to Jefferson
County Middle/High
School (JCM/HS), Cooksey
said the closed campus pol-
icy would begin to be en-
forced effective Jan. 7.

“We have not been en-
forcing this policy but we
will,” Cooksey said, giving
to understand that stu-
dents and others currently
can access or leave the
campus at will. 

He said the dress code

also would be enforced ef-
fective Jan. 7, a point af-
firmed by JCM/HS
Principal Loietta Holmes. 

Holmes said enforce-
ment of  the dress code ad-
mittedly had been lacking
of  late, given the bigger is-
sues confronting the dis-
trict. But she said that
starting in January, em-
phasis would be put on en-
forcing the policy. She
cautioned board members
to prepare for calls from
parents and others protest-
ing the policy’s enforce-
ment.       

“The dress code will be
enforced,” Holmes said.
“This will be hit heavy and
hard.”

Holmes spoke also of
accreditation, the process
by which schools are eval-
uated on a number of  fac-
tors to determine their
legitimacy and the quality
of  the education they pro-
vide.  

Accreditation largely
serves to weed out
“diploma mills” and other
assorted educational
scams and assures parents,
students and other schools
that accredited educational
institutions are legitimate
and meet minimum educa-
tional standards. 

Parents and students
frequently use accredita-
tion as a means of  deter-
mining the worth of  a
particular school or educa-
tional program. Schools
and colleges likewise some-
times consider accredita-
tion as a factor in accepting
the transfer of  credits
earned at other schools.
And the US Department of

Education considers ac-
creditation a factor in al-
lowing Pell Grants and
other forms of  student
loans to be used at colleges
or universities.

Holmes said an accred-
itation onsite school visit is
scheduled for Feb. 13-14.
The onsite visit, she said, is
the final step in an accredi-
tation process that has
been going on for over a
year now and that has en-
tailed the filing of  numer-
ous reports and the
fulfillment of  other estab-
lished benchmarks along
the way.

The entity conducting
the accreditation is the
Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools
(SACS), which accredits
more than 13,000 public
and private educational in-
stitutions in an 11-state re-
gion in the Southern
United States.

Holmes offered that a
critical component of  the
accreditation process is a
survey that will be mailed
to parents in the coming
weeks and that must be
completed and returned to
the school in a timely man-
ner.  

She warned that at
least 20 percent of  parents
had to complete and return
the survey in order for the
school to maintain its ac-
creditation eligibility. 

“We need 100 out of  400
or so surveys returned to
get accreditation,” Holmes
said, equating the 400 or so
to the number of  JCM/HS
students. “If  we don’t get
100 responses, our accredi-
tation can be jeopardized.”

School Administration Signals
Coming Changes And Policies

(Accreditation Visit Set For February)
LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Superintendent Al Cooksey sailed
relatively smoothly over the only rip-
ple to occur at the Jefferson County
School Board meeting on Monday
evening, Dec. 10, a slight disturbance
occasioned by a proposed $500 bonus to
each of  six employees in the district’s
financial office. 

The bonuses, as was explained to
the School Board, were intended in
recognition of  the extra duties that the
six women in the financial office have
been performing ever since Chief  Fi-
nancial Officer Marsha Willis unex-
pectedly resigned on Oct. 31.

Willis’ abrupt departure report-
edly caused a crisis of  sorts, given the
critical nature of  the office in the gen-
eral operation of  the district. The situ-
ation, one that Cooksey said he is
addressing as a priority in terms of
finding a replacement, has forced the
office’s remaining staff  to pick up the
slack and assume duties and responsi-
bilities not in their job descriptions.   

By everyone’s account, including
Cooksey, Assistant Superintendent Dr.
Kelvin Norton and School Board Mem-
bers Shirley Washington and Sandra
Saunders, the “six ladies” in the finan-
cial office have demonstrated an ad-
mirable willingness to go beyond the
call of  duty.

In fact, it was the contention of
Washington and Saunders that a $500
bonus per employee wasn’t sufficient
reward for the extra effort that the six
employees were performing in order to
keep the critical financial operation
running smoothly and effectively.

“We’re going to give these ladies
who have saved us thousands of  dollars
only a $500 incentive?’ Washington
questioned. “We need to learn first how
much they have saved the district and
then compensate them accordingly.”

Saunders agreed.
“These ladies have been doing a

lot,” she said. “Without these ladies,

we’d probably be in the red. None of
this is in their job descriptions. These
ladies have been given a whole lot of
duties that they’re not being compen-
sated for. I would like to see this $500
increased.”

Dr. Norton endorsed the two’s basic
assessment. 

“These ladies have been doing a
yeomen’s job,” Dr. Norton said. “They
have been finding funding opportuni-
ties that were not accessed by the pre-
vious director. These opportunities are
in excess of  tens of  thousands of  dol-
lars.”

Not everyone on the board was on
the same page, however. Chairman
Charles Boland argued that the six
women were doing no more than what
was expected of  any employee.

“I’m not for incentives for people
picking up the slack and doing what
they have to do,” Boland said. “I don’t
think they should be given incentive
pay for doing a job. A job description
can’t cover everything. If  we give six
employees incentive checks, other em-
ployees will say it’s a Christmas bonus.
I don’t think we should pay it.”

Yet, Saunders said, the board had
given incentive packages in the past,
such as the one given to the transition
team assigned to the high school in the
previous year, and Boland had sup-
ported those incentives.

What’s more, the slack the six em-
ployees were taking up wasn’t a short-
term matter, Saunders said. The six
women had been performing the extra
duties going on two months now and
with no foreseeable end in sight, she
said. 

Dr. Norton again agreed.
“In all fairness to other employees,

I think these six employees are deserv-
ing of  the bonus,” Dr. Norton said.
“The teachers and staff  can get addi-
tional pay if  they work extra hours.
These ladies are working sunrise to
sunset and no one is showing appreciat-
Please See
RIPPLE Page 3A

School Employee Bonus
Causes A Small Ripple
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The United States Air
Force (USAF) has a new
local recruiter, Staff  Sgt.
Anthony J. Tewell.

Tewell, 25, has been
with the US Air Force for
the past six years. 

Though his office is
located at 1584 Gover-
nor’s Square Blvd., Suite

3, in Tallahassee, he
comes to the Monticello
area about once per
month for appointments
and to visit with the local
schools. 

When discussing the
Air Force, Tewell informs
of  the educational bene-
fits, the pay, medical and
dental benefits. 

“Our main target
now is mechanics and
electronics,” he said.

There is a minimum
of  a four-year enlistment,
or there is the six-year
enlistment, for an E3 pay-
grade, which gets you two
stripes on your shoulder
and about $350 per month
more. 

In his six years with
the USAF, Tewell has had
the opportunity to go to

and live the cultures in
143 different countries.

To contact him for
further information or to
set an appointment, call
(850) 576-2274 or (850) 251-
7630.
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The mosquito hotline does not consider everyone, for their service.
They do not even return calls, after several messages left.
We live a few property's east on Dills Rd. we had 2 members in the
family very sick with west Nile virus. I contacted a friend about 
getting my property sprayed by them, the answer was NO one has
that area. But when taxes are to be paid they sure are in this area. 

Florida Attorney General Pam
Bondi and Julie L. Jones, executive di-
rector of  the Florida Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, are
teaming up to promote sober driving
during the holiday season and through-
out the year.  

Bondi sponsored a resolution at
today’s Cabinet meeting that recognizes
December as Drunk and Drugged Driv-
ing (3D) Prevention Month to promote
safe driving as many will be traveling to
celebrate the holidays with loved ones.
The Attorney General, Gov. Rick Scott,
Chief  Financial Officer Jeff  Atwater
and Agriculture Commissioner Adam
Putnam signed the resolution. 

"December is National Drunk and
Drugged Driving Prevention Month, and
I encourage Floridians to act responsibly
this holiday season,” said Bondi.  “Those
who drive under the influence endanger
everyone on the road and will go to jail."

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration finds fatalities in
crashes that involve one or more im-
paired drivers appear to increase signif-
icantly during the Christmas and New
Year’s Day holiday period and for thou-
sands of  families across Florida, the hol-
iday season brings a somber reminder of
the loved ones they lost to an impaired
driver.  

“Last year more than 1,100 people
lost their lives in crashes where alcohol
or drugs were involved or suspected, and
thousands more were injured,” said
Jones. “Any number more than zero is
unacceptable for deaths that can be pre-
vented, which is why we have partnered
with Attorney General Bondi and other
safety partners to promote driving safe
and sober now and throughout the year.” 

The Florida Highway Patrol, a divi-
sion within DHSMV,  joins law enforce-
ment organizations across the nation
this month to remove impaired drivers
from the roadways. The Patrol, with
local law enforcement agencies, will con-

duct sobriety checkpoints and aggres-
sively enforce Florida’s DUI laws. FHP
will participate in the Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over impaired driving crack
down between Dec. 12, 2012 - Jan.1, 2013.

“We want everyone to enjoy the hol-
idays, but also we want driving on our
roadways to be safe,” said Col. David
Brierton, FHP director. “The Patrol will
be out in full force to help save lives, and
we are not going to tolerate impaired
driving. So remember: Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over.”

These tips will help safeguard your
family, your friends and yourself  on the
road: 

• Plan ahead.  If  you will be drink-
ing, do not plan on driving. Designate a
sober driver or find another safe way
home. Even one drink increases the risk
of  a crash while driving a motor vehicle.   

• If  you are impaired, find another
way home.  Use a taxi, call a sober friend
or family member or use public trans-
portation. 

• Be responsible.  If  someone you
know is drinking, do not let them get be-
hind the wheel.  If  you see an impaired
driver on the road, contact law enforce-
ment.  Your actions may save someone’s
life, and inaction could cost a life. 

The Florida Department of  High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles provides
highway safety and security through ex-
cellence in service, education and en-
forcement. The Department is leading
the way to a safer Florida through the ef-
ficient and professional execution of  its
core mission: the issuance of  driver li-
censes, vehicle tags and titles and opera-
tion of  the Florida Highway Patrol. To
learn more about DHSMV and the serv-
ices offered, visit
http://www.flhsmv.gov, follow us on
Twitter  https://twitter.com /FDHSMV
or find us on  https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Department-
o f - H i g hway - S a f e t y - a n d -Mo t o r -
Vehicles/128186000582950?v=wall.

STATE OFFICIALS PROMOTE
SOBER DRIVING TO SAVE LIVES
Resolution Designates December As National Drunk

And Drugged Driving (3d) Prevention Month 

The Monticello
Woman’s Club will be
holding a yard sale from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, December 15 at the
clubhouse on East Pearl
Street. Yard sale dona-
tions can be dropped off
on Friday from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the clubhouse.

Come on out to find
just the perfect treasure
you have been looking
for. The ladies will also
be selling hot dog and
slaw dog lunches along
with cold drinks. And,
though the Woman’s
Club holiday cakes have
sold out, the ladies will
be selling a myriad of
homemade cakes and
baked goods just in time
for the holidays.

MWC Yard Sale Saturday

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The youth of  New Bethel A.M.E. Church, on the
Ashville Highway, will host a fish fry on Saturday, De-
cember 15, from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Monticello News, in
the parking lot. Fish sandwiches will sell for $6 and fish
dinners with two sides will sell for $10.

The public is invited to stop by the Monticello News
and enjoy a taste of  some good ole hot fish!

For more information, or to pre-order, contact
LaTasha Jones at 850-997-1559, or Tracey Peck at 850-997-
4268. Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey, pastor. Shirley H. Shields,
youth director.

New US Air Force Recruiter

Staff Sgt. Anthony J.
Tewell is the new local Air
Force recruiter.

Fish Fry Fundraiser Saturday 

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, December 7, 2012.
Monticello Woman’s Club members were selling their
homemade Holiday Cakes on Friday evening during
the downtown Monticello event. 

for a haircutTime

Looking for a new you?
It all begins here.  Make a

beautiful beginning —
Call for an 

appointment today!

December 
Specials

20% off

15% off
Color Services, Retail Sales
and a Chi Straightening Iron

Mens facial trimmersThe HairHut

After hour appointments available upon request. Call Brittany 850-838-7670

247 N. Jefferson St. • Monticello, FL 32344 • 850-997-0700
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GATEWAY
C INEMA 7

15023 Hwy. 19 South
Thomasville, Georgia

229-226-6060
MOVIE TIMES

ARE GOOD THRU
Dates of 

December 14 - December 20
The Hobbit 3D (R)

Friday-12:30•8:00
Saturday-12:30•8:00
Sunday-12:30•8:00

Mon-Thurs-12:30•8:00
NO PASSES

The Hobbit (PG)
Friday-4:15

Saturday-4:15
Sunday-4:15

Mon-Thurs-4:15

Life of Pi (PG)
Friday-1:00•4:15•7:15•10:00

Saturday-1:00•4:15•7:15•10:00
Sunday-1:00•4:15•7:15•10:00

Mon-Thurs-1:00•4:15•7:15•10:00

Red Dawn (PG-13)
Friday-2:30•4:45•7:45•10:00

Saturday-2:30•4:45•7:45•10:00
Sunday-2:30•4:45•7:45•10:00

Mon-Thurs-2:30•4:45•7:45•10:00

Rise of the Guardians (PG)
Friday-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45

Saturday-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45
Sunday-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45

Mon-Thurs-12:45•3:00•5:15•7:30•9:45

Skyfall ( PG-13)
Friday-12:45•4:45•7:00•10:00

Saturday- 12:45•4:45•7:00•10:00
Sunday-12:45•4:45•7:00•10:00

Mon-Thurs-12:45•4:45•7:00•10:00

Playing for keeps ( PG-13)
Friday-2:00•4:30•7:00•9:45

Saturday-2:00•4:30•7:00•9:45
Sunday-2:00•4:30•7:00•9:45

Mon-Thurs-2:00•4:30•7:00•9:45

Twilight Breaking Dwan
part 2 ( PG-13)

Friday-2:30•5:00•7:30•10:00
Saturday-2:30•5:00•7:30•10:00
Sunday-2:30•5:00•7:30•10:00

Mon-Thurs-2:30•5:00•7:30•10:00

has changed, he says.
“The big chains have

come in more than ever be-
fore,” Kundra says. “And
they have big marketing de-
partments that market their
fuel sales. Drivers don’t have
that much leeway where to
buy their fuel anymore. The
companies dictate to them
where to buy the fuel. So it’s
difficult for independents to
do business in these days be-
cause of  these reasons. The
credit card fees are also high
for us, compared to the
chains; and of  course, the
chains do a lot of  volume, so
they get discounts. So yes,
the odds are stacked against
small businesses at this
point. But our customer
service is great. We know
our customers. We provide
personal customer service.
Many of  them we know by
name and they’re very regu-
lar. So that’s our niche.”

The operation, he of-
fers, currently employs 31
workers, a number that is
down from the recession.
These individuals, all locals
with residences within 10 to
15 miles of  the facility, are
employed as cooks, wait-
resses, cashiers, mechanics,
housekeepers and front-
desk people, Kundra says. 

As for his part, which is
the general oversight the op-
eration, it keeps him busy,
Kundra says.

“I work long hours,” he
says, adding that he goes
home exhausted every
evening. “I come in about
nine or ten in the morning
and stay until seven or eight
in the evening. I live in Tal-
lahassee but I spend most of
my time here. You can say
my official residence is Jef-
ferson County.”

Kundra cites marketing
as the biggest of  his chal-
lenges, not counting the day-
to-day issues of  personnel,
stock and facility upkeep,
and customer service. Mar-
keting is a difficulty because

he must do it almost solely
and in an atmosphere not
necessarily conducive to its
promotion.  

He cites power outages
as his other major challenge. 

“My power goes on and
off  all the time,” Kundra
says. “I’ve lost a lot of
money burning compres-
sors and lights and com-
puter cards because of
power surges in this area.
We’re kind of  at the tail end
of  the power system, so that
if  anything happens, we lose
power.  Many times last year,
we lost power for four, five or
six hours. And then we can’t
process credit cards, we
can’t process our computers,
we can’t do anything.”

He offers as an aside
that the county will never be
able to develop the Lloyd in-
terchange until the area is
assured a reliable power
supply.

“We need to have both
quality and quantity to im-
prove in this area in terms
of  electric power,” Kundra
says. “And frankly, Progress
Energy hasn’t invested that
kind of  money to make it be
reliable power because there
are only about 17 customers
here. We’re not a big rev-
enue generator for the com-
pany, even though my
electric bill is almost $10,000
monthly.”

Kundra knows of  what
he speaks when he speaks of
the reliability of  power sys-
tems, given that he worked
17 years for United Illumi-
nating Company in Con-
necticut before coming here. 

“My last position there
I was a technical advisor to
the executive vice president
of  generation,” Kundra
says. “So I was responsible
for troubleshooting power
plant problems.”

So how did a native of
India end up an electrical ex-
pert in Connecticut and
then a travel center
owner/operator in Lloyd? 

Kundra relates that he
earned his undergraduate
degree at the Indian Insti-
tute of  Technology in Roor-
kee, India, which is
recognized worldwide as the
oldest technical institution
in Asia. He then received his
master in mechanical engi-
neering at Stevens Institute
of  Technology in New Jer-
sey, the oldest engineering
school in the United States.

What prompted his
coming to the United States
was his reading as a boy that
two-thirds of  Nobel Prize
winners lived in the United
States. 

“I said to myself, ‘That
country must be amazing’”,
Kundra says. “I said, ‘I want
to go and see this country’.
There was then an opportu-
nity to do a master here. So I
came to do a master and
then United Illuminating
Company came to campus to
do interviews.”

The first foreign stu-
dent ever hired by the com-
pany, Kundra’s retirement
in 1996 was prompted both
by his recognition of  a loom-
ing “glass ceiling” and a de-
sire to do something on his
own.  

“So after working 17
years, I left and started a
construction company
building houses in Connecti-
cut,” he says. “And then, be-
cause my brother is in
Clearwater and my mom
and family are here, I said I
want to move south. And I
found this place and I said, ‘I
can make a difference here;
I can make a change.’”

Which he started to do
almost right away.

“It was in pretty bad
shape,” Kundra says of  the
truck stop in 2001. “It was
running a loss and drugs
and other stuff  were ram-
pant. So we did some sting
operations with the Sher-
iff ’s Department and
cleaned up the place. I don’t
accept those things here.” 

ion. I don’t believe in overworking people and not giv-
ing them incentives. We need to move forward with
this.”

Cooksey, for his part, noted that his predecessor,
Superintendent Bill Brumfield, had actually initiated
the bonuses. But it was an idea that he fully sup-
ported and saw as a goodwill gesture to help boost
morale, which was extremely low in the district at
present, Cooksey said. 

As for the filling of  the vacant chief  financial of-
ficer position, he listed it as a top priority of  his and
said candidates were already being scheduled for in-
terviews. He asked that the board approve the $500
bonuses as a token of  appreciation and a starting
point in morale building. 

With that, School Board Member Larry Halsey
moved to approve the measure, with the stipulation
that once a new chief  financial officer was hired, the
board begin exploring the possibility of  giving
bonuses to all school district employees, “to make up
for six years of  no raises.”   

The vote to approve was 4-1, with Boland voting
against. 

Ripple      continued from page 1A



DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Cross Landings
H&RC will hold its annual
Residents Christmas
Party at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, December 15. The
community and family
are invited and encour-
aged to attend.

Facility Administer Paul Kovary will welcome
the guests and volunteers
for their attendance and
encourages all to stay to
visit more with the resi-
dents after the party. Rev.
Walter Thompson will
offer a prayer and bless-
ing. The Angel Band will
perform some old time fa-
vorite Christmas music.

And, of  course, Santa

will arrive bearing gifts
for each resident from
family members, staff,
and community friends.

Anyone interested in
the ‘Adopt-a-Resident’
program is asked to con-
tact Social Services Direc-
tor Mae Kyler or
Activities Director Von-
cell Thomas now at 850-
997-2313.
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Barclay’s
Quick Loans Service.

Pay outstanding bills.
Lowest compared rates.

Personal loan. Business, Debt loans.
Home improvement Auto

Bad Credit Loans. No. fees
Call today: 1-800-610-7689

barcmgt@mail.com

Joan Mulhern passed
away at age 74 on Wednes-
day, November 14, 2012 in
Monticello. She was born
and raised in the Bronx,
NY and moved to Califor-
nia at the age of  20 with
her parents. She also lived
in Virginia and Florida
and lived in the Tallahas-
see/Monticello area for the
past 20 years. She retired
in 1999 from the Depart-
ment of  Children & Fami-
lies in Tallahassee, as a
staff  assistant. She loved
her family and enjoyed the
beach, traveling, ballroom
dancing, reading, volun-
teering, and playing Scrab-
ble.   

Joan is survived by
her daughter Melody
Mitchell, son-in-law Bruce
Mitchell, son Thomas Mul-
hern, and grandchildren
Diane, Dawn, Brad,
Joshua, Olivia, Tony, and
Jennifer, and great-grand-
children Caitlyn, Gage,
Trinity, Marah, Carissa,
Abraham, Lily, and Addi-
son. 

Joan will be greatly
missed by all her family
and friends.

Interment will be in
the Atlantic Ocean and a
Service of  Remembrance
will be with family on Sun-
set Beach, Treasure Island,
FL at a later date. The fam-
ily wishes to thank
Covenant Hospice and Big
Bend Hospice for the lov-
ing care they provided
Joan over these past six-
months.

JOAN 

MULHERN

Christmas Party At Cross Landings

The mission of  the Jefferson County School Dis-
trict Parent Involvement Committee is to use family,
school, and community partnerships to strengthen
the schools and improve student achievement; to in-
crease opportunities for families to be more involved
(engaged) in their children’s learning at school, at
home, and in the community; and to support and give
input to the School District Strategic Plan.

Join with the Parent Involvement Committee at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 18 at the School Board
Office, 575 South Water Street, for a ‘Lighting Bulb’
meeting. Community support is always needed. 

Parent Involvement Committee

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Volunteer blood
donors are truly a treas-
urer… and the
Southeastern
Community
Blood Cen-
ter and Jeffer-
son County Health
Department have
been rewarding
donors for their
blood donations
for some time
now.

On Monday, Decem-
ber 10, the Southeastern
Community Blood Center
had to cancel its bloodmo-
bile for the health depart-
ment. It seems that
because of  the giving sea-

son, SCBC has an ample
supply of  blood this
month. If  SCBC collects

too much blood, and it
is not used in a certain
length of  time, it would
have to be destroyed,
and that would not

make them good
stewards of
the blood. 

J C H D
Coordinators Ra-

mona Kinsey
at 850-342-
0170x222 and

Alice Sander at 850-342-
0170x143 extend their
apologies to anyone who
may have shown up on
Monday morning to make
a donation. They plan to
hold another blood drive
in March 2013.  

Blood Drive At Health
Department Canceled

We had a blast during
our service project at the
Jefferson County Recre-
ation Park! We re-painted
the picnic pavilions and
raked the leaves around
the entrance. After we
were done, we put the
bags of  leaves in order so
that they spelled ‘4-H’!  

At our following
meeting, we voted to give
our fundraiser profits to
the Jefferson County Hu-
mane Society, and then
we had our Tropicana
speeches! Our wonderful
judges were Linda
Hamedani and Mona
Lewis. When the scores
were tallied our winners
were: for the 4th and 5th

grade division: 3rd place,
Courson Brookins; 2nd

place, Jordan Hildreth;
and I won 1st place. The 6th

grade division winners
were: 2nd place, Olivia
Brookins, and Abigail
Hildreth received 1st

place.  
Thank you to Tammy

Brookins for holding a
speech class to teach us
the fundamentals and dy-
namics to public speak-
ing. Now we will be
competing in the county
competition!  

So, November in-
cluded a fundraiser for
charity, a service project,
and a speech contest. We
are thankful to be able to
share these with our com-
munity.

4H Explorers November Fun 
ABIGAIL BOYD 

4H EXPLORERS CLUB REPORTER 

See Page 7 For More On 
4-H Tropicana 

Speech Contest!!

4H Explorers paint tables at the Recreation Park

pavilions.

4H Explorers rake up at the Recreation Park.

4H Explorers spell out 4-H after a day of raking at the

Recreation Park. 
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Family 
Matters

Super
Easy

Serving the Monticello/ Tallahassee, Florida and Thomasville, Georgia areas

Gift Certificates available for that hard to buy for person.

Visit us on the web
www.katrinaskitchens.com

SHOP LOCAL!

Katrina's 
World Famous 
Ten Layer Cake

Red Velvet 
Ten Layer cake

Chicken Pot-Pie

Sitting down with your family for dinner is the
most important hour of the day -  Katrina’s
Kitchens provides home delivered home cooked
meals that are:  affordable, convenient, delicious
and healthy.  I want to help to make the most
important hour of your day – the dinner hour –
easier.  By eliminating shopping, preparation
and cooking time, you will have more time to
spend with family.  With delicious pre-portioned
meals, you will save money, waste and calories.  

Call us!
850-567-6451

Affordable healthy meals with no shopping, easy preparation,
fast cooking time, no-mess cleanup, delivered to you.

STORES OPEN

SUNDAYS!
STORES OPEN

SUNDAYS!
Now Thru December 23rd • 12PM - 5PM

Santa’s coming here
to Buddy’s 

Saturday the 15th

and Sunday the 16th

from 12 PM to 
4 PM and on 

Saturday the 15th

Drawings for 
presents and 
the world’s 

largest stocking

850-342-3201
1317 S. Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

Holiday 

Gift Ideas

The

Best

Gifts 

Sold 

Here

A trip to the mall, how bad could it be, To purchase some gifts for under the tree
The parking lot's full, must keep a keen eye, For any vacant space, as I drive by

Suddenly I spot him, parcels in hand, Maneuvering the lot to get to his van
I follow behind, like I'm stalking my prey, Patiently waiting for him to get in and drive away

My efforts are fruitless, much to my chagrin, He unloads his parcels, locks the van, and heads back in
The way things are going, parking could take all day, Why doesn't the mall have a valet

I'm circling the lot, not a glimmer of hope, I'm quickly reaching the end of my rope
Off in the distance, a car backs out, That spot is mine, out the window I shout

I race for my spot, to claim my victory, And discover someone has got there ahead of me
Tired and defeated, I can't take any more, I'm beyond cranky and my patience are wore

I finally give up, and move on to plan B It's time to head home and call a taxi - E K Stapleton

Don’t Get caught up in the gift buying struggle.

Shop these places for a great and easy shopping experience.
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620 West Washington St.
Monticello, FL32344

850-997-1111
www.daffodaleestate.com

Breakfast Buffet 
with Santa!

Breakfast Buffet 
with Santa!

December 15th & 22ndDecember 15th & 22nd

8:00 - 11:00 A.M.8:00 - 11:00 A.M.

Pre-paid reservations are required, please call 850-997-1111

First setting at 
8:00 A.M.

Second setting at
10:00 A.M.

1-4 yrs $5
5-12 yrs $8

Adults $10 (per person)
Seating is limited

DD affodale
H o u s e
affodale
H o u s e



The Jefferson County Historical As-
sociation will host a Christmas Dinner at
6:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 15 at the
Wirick-Simmons House. A donation of
$40 per person includes dinner and cock-
tails. Proceeds will benefit the upkeep of
the Wirick-Simmons House and its new
garden. For ticket information contact
Beulah Brinson at 850-997-2465.

According to Edwina Simms, South-
east Regional Development manager for
the Huntington’s Disease Society of
America, the first Team Hope Walk/Run,
will be held on Saturday, December 15 at
Tom Brown Park in Tallahassee. Regis-
tration begins at 12 p.m. and the ‘Walk’
begins at 1 p.m.; cost is just $10 in ad-
vance or $20 on site, children 10 and
under are free. Register at www.firstgiv-
ing.com/hdsa-sser/thwtallahassee or
call her at 407-507-3831 or 305-505-9179 or
esimms@hdsa.org. “Help For Today,
Hope For Tomorrow.” Huntington’s Dis-
ease (HD) is a devastating, hereditary, de-
generative brain disorder that results in
a loss of  cognitive, behavioral and physi-
cal control, and for which, presently,
there is no cure and only one FDA-ap-
proved treatment for a symptom of  HD.
HD slowly diminishes the affected indi-
vidual’s ability to walk, think, talk and
reason. Symptoms usually appear in an
individual between 30 and 50 years of  age
and progress over a 10 to 25 year pe-
riod.  Eventually, a person with HD be-
comes totally dependent upon others for
his or her care. More than 30,000 people
in the United States are currently diag-
nosed with HD. Each of  their siblings
and children has a 50 percent risk of  de-
veloping the disease. Although medica-
tions can relieve some symptoms in
certain individuals, research has yet to
find a means of  conquering or even slow-
ing the deadly progression of  HD.  

Covenant Hospice invites the com-
munity to attend a special Tree of  Lights
Remembrance Celebration from 6:00 to
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 18 at the
Covenant Hospice branch office, 1545
Raymond Diehl Road, Suite 150 in Talla-
hassee. The celebration will offer com-
munity members a moment to pause
amidst the parties and celebration of  the
holiday season to reflect and remember
those who have touched our lives. The
event is free and open to the public. Light
refreshments will be served. Donations
will be accepted from those wishing to
purchase memorial ornaments. Orna-
ments can be picked up as a keepsake or
left on display throughout the holiday
season. For more information, or to pur-
chase a memorial ornament in advance,
call Bobbie Massey at 850-575-4998.
Covenant Hospice is a not-for-profit or-
ganization dedicated to providing com-
prehensive, compassionate services to
patients and loved ones during times of
life-limiting illnesses.  

Covenant Hospice will celebrate its

30th Anniversary beginning at 6 p.m. on
Friday, January 11, 2012 in Pensacola.
Keynote speaker for this Dinner/Cele-
bration will be Bobby Bowden with en-
tertainment by the Original Tuxedo Jazz
Band. This is a Black Tie Optional affair.
Reservations are $50 per person; call 850-
438-9714. 

The Monticello/ Jefferson County
Chamber of  Commerce held its annual
Christmas Party on Tuesday evening, De-
cember 11. 80+ guests brought in non-per-
ishable canned goods to be donated to the
EaglesWings Pantry, to be distributed to
those in need this holiday season. Food,
drink, networking and general merri-
ment was had by all in attendance. The
Chamber membership will not meet in
January as New Year’s Day falls on the
first Tuesday of  the month. The first
Board meeting of  the New Year is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 8 at 12 p.m.

A Cash Mob is scheduled to be held
at Huckleberry’s Creations, located at 210
West Washington Street; on Tuesday, De-
cember 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. Chamber mem-
bers are asked to spend at least $10 in the
store. The Cash Mob idea is to shop local
and help local retail shops. Those who
can’t make it from 5 to 7 p.m. should try
to drop in throughout the day. Let owners
Donna and Maurice know that you are
supporting them through the Chamber
of  Commerce. It’s a lot of  fun and you
can get some of  your holiday shopping
done. It’s a win/win! Hope to see you
there!

It’s Santa Saturday at Buddy’s Home
Furnishings from 12 to 4 p.m. on Decem-
ber 15. Bring the family to Buddy’s and
have your picture taken with Santa
Claus, Mrs. Claus and Elf. There will be
drawings for Christmas gifts and the
world’s largest stocking! You can’t beat
Buddy’s for great prices and deals.

A special thanks to Larry Bates for
his tremendous help during the Down-
town Christmas event last Friday
evening. Also, thanks to Monticello Pizza
Kitchen and MainStreet Monticello
Florida for the permanent sparkle lights
on Dogwood Street. To make a donation
to the ‘Lights on Dogwood Street Project’,
contact MainStreet President Margie
Stern at 850-210-4097.
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Drop 
A Note To 
Debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com

Deb’s
Notes

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured
850-997-0877   850-509-1465

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND?MUCH
MORE!

Full Automotive Services

850-948-3372
WE INSTALL METAL ROOFS

Herndon
Trucking

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

Raymond Herndon

office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

125 SW Shelby Ave.
Madison, FL 32340

Plumbing Repairs
Fixtures-Faucets
Sewer & Water Connections
Water Heater Repairs

Wells Drilled
Pumps Replaced
Tanks Replaced

All Repairs

Carlton Burnette
Master Plumber

850-973-1404Lic.# RF 0058445

Drilling
&

Repairs

• A/C & Heating
• Alternators
• Bateries
• Brakes
• Clutches

• Radiators
• Tune-ups
• Starters

• Clutches
• Cooling System
• C/V Joints & Axles
• Electrical
• Computerized engine Diagnostic

Now carrying
TIRES 

for all vehicles

Call Today
for quote

AND MUCH

MORE!

Full Automotive Services

YYoouurr  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  LLiissttiinnggss
TOWN & COUNTRY

TACK & RESALE SHOP
Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309

Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

G l e n d a  o r
C h r i s t y

Monticello News 997-3568

For Any of  Your  Advertisement Needs

Glenda 
or Bobbie!

Stewart Heating
& Cooling Inc

Residential • Commercial
Service All Makes and Models

Sales • Service • Installation • Change-Outs
Serving Monticello & Surrounding 

Area Since 1999
Financing 
Available! Cell: 342-3294

December 14
Tent of  the Holy Guests
offers prayer for the sick
and a special scripture
message every Friday at
7:30 p.m. The Tent is lo-
cated at 295 West Palmer
Mill in Monticello.

December 15
Mt. Zion AME Church
of  Lloyd will host its
quarterly Women’s Fel-
lowship Ministry at 12
p.m. on Saturday.
Speaker for the hour
will be Dr. Barbara
Thomas Reddick. The
community is invited to
come and worship on
this special day. Rev. De.
Edward R. Scott, II, pas-
tor.

December 15
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m.
every other Saturday at
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library.
For more information
contact First United
Methodist Church Min-
istry Chairman Barbara
Hobbs at 850-523-1813.

December 15
Welaunee Missionary
Baptist Church will host
a Candle Light Service
at 6 p.m. on Saturday.
Rev. Otis Young and The
Kingdom Life of  Talla-
hassee will be in charge
of  the service. Rev. Her-
bert R. Thomas, Sr., pas-
tor.  

December 15
Refuge Aucilla COOLJC
will hold a Candle Light
Solo Service at 6 p.m. on
Saturday. Come ready to
sing and be a blessing.
Sponsored by the Pas-
tors Aide Board. Contact
Mother Minnie Green at

850-997-3033 for more in-
formation and direc-
tions. District Elder
Tony Lane, church pas-
tor. 

December 15
New Bethel AME
Church youth will host a
fish fry from 8 to 11 a.m.
on Saturday at the Mon-
ticello News, in the
parking lot. Fish sand-
wiches will sell for $6
and fish dinners with
two sides will sell for
$10. For more informa-
tion, or to pre-order,
contact LaTasha Jones
at 850-997-1559, or
Tracey Peck at 850-997-
4268. Rev. Jimmie F.
Dickey, pastor. Shirley
H. Shields, youth direc-
tor.

December 16
Welaunee Missionary
Baptist Church will ren-
der Sunday afternoon
service at Mt. Olive
Primitive Baptist
Church in Lamont at 3
p.m. Contact Pastor Rev.
Herbert Thomas, Sr. at
850-997-4517 or 850-570-
8122 for more informa-
tion.

December 16
Central Baptist Church
will host a touching mu-
sical story of  hope and
community, and how we
can all rediscover the
Prince of  Peace at
Christmastime no mat-
ter what our circum-
stances, on Sunday at 6
p.m. ‘I’ll Be Home For
Christmas’ will be pre-
sented by the Central
Baptist Church Adult
Choir under the direc-
tion of  Tonya Roberts.
People of  all ages will

enjoy the jazzy sounds
of  the Big Band era.
Come share the joys and
trials of  a Christian
family trying to make
sense of  the Christmas
season when worldwide
war appears ‘just
around the corner.’ Re-
freshments will be
served in the fellowship
hall after the musical
program. 

December 19
First Presbyterian
Church will host Ea-
glesWings, a ministry of
outreach, serving the
community on the first
and third Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are
always welcome to dis-
tribute food items and to
donate non-perishable
food items. Call and
leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-
997-2252 or go to eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.c
om or www.firstpresby-
terianmonticello.org.

December 19-21
Second Annual Winter
Revival 7 p.m. nightly at
the First Corinthian
Church located at 955
Lemon Street in Monti-
cello. Speaker for
Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday evening’s
services will be Rev.
John Jones, pastor. 

December 21, 22
Second Harvest Food
Program, together with
the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth
MB, Hickory Hill MB,
Mt. Pleasant AME and
Philadelphia MB, will
provide food to anyone
needing assistance in-
cluding the needy, in-
fants and the elderly.
This is done monthly
with distribution from 9
to 10 a.m. usually on the
fourth Saturday at the
New Bethel AME
Church located at 6496
Ashville Highway. Vol-
unteers are also wel-
come to come on Friday
evening at 6:30 p.m. to
help bag the food pack-
ages. Contact Nellie
Randell at 850-997-5605
or 850-997-6929 to volun-
teer or for more infor-
mation about this
program. 

December 28
Nazarene Church Skate
Night for children and
adults is held from 6 to 8
p.m. on the last Friday
evening of  every month.
Light snacks and soft
drinks available.

December 31
Welaunee Missionary
Baptist Church will hold
its Watch Night Service
on Monday evening, be-
ginning at 10 p.m. 

DD affodale
H o u s e
affodale
H o u s e

620 West Washington St.
Monticello, FL32344

850-997-1111
www.daffodaleestate.com

Breakfast Buffet with Santa!
December 15th & 22nd

8:00 - 11:00 A.M.
First setting at 

8:00 A.M.
Second setting at

10:00 A.M.

1-4 yrs $5
5-12 yrs $8

Adults $10 (per person)
Seating is limited

Pre-paid reservations are required, please call 850-997-1111

CHURCH NEWS NOTES
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

December 14
Small Business Devel-
opment Program Direc-
tor Dallas Garrett, PhD
will offer a free work-
shop from 3 to 5 p.m. at
the Courthouse Annex,
located at 435 West Wal-
nut Street. Learn how
the Small Business De-
velopment Program
works with its clients. If
you have a business
idea, this is your oppor-
tunity to get the help
you need. Call now to re-
serve seating to 850-997-
2185, 363-3753, or email

to dgarrett@jefferson-
countyfl.gov. The Jeffer-
son County Board of
County Commissioners
sponsors this program.

December 14
Rotary meets at 12 p.m.
on Friday at the First
Presbyterian Church, in
the fellowship hall, for
lunch and a meeting
with a program and
speaker. 

December 14
Monticello Jamboree
Band will perform
music for dancing at 7
p.m. every Friday

evening at 625 South
Water Street, in the old
JCHS gym. There will
be doorprizes, cold soft
drinks and snacks.
Everyone is welcome to
come dance, listen to
some of  the finest
music and just enjoy the
fun and camaraderie
with neighbors and
friends. This is a non-
profit charitable organ-
ization. For questions
or concerns, contact
Curtis Morgan at 850-
933-8136 or Bobby Con-
nell at 850-445-0049. 



Home School
C l a s s r o o m
Tropicana 2nd

place winner
is 6th Grade
O l i v i a
Brookins.

Home School
C l a s s r o o m
Tropicana 1st

place winner
is 6th Grade
Abigail Hil-
dreth.

Home School
C l a s s r o o m
Tropicana 2nd

place winner
is 4th Grade
C o u r s o n
Brookins.

H o m e
School Class-
room Tropi-
cana 2nd place
winner is 5th

Grade Jordan
Hildreth.

H o m e
School Class-
room Tropi-
cana 1st place
winner is 4th

Grade Abigail
Boyd.
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The 4H Tropicana Public Speaking Contest is
designed to give fourth, fifth, and sixth grade stu-
dents experience in the preparation and delivery of
a speech. Typically, there is an Elementary School
Competition for 4th and 5th grade students and a Mid-
dle School Competition for 6th grade students. 

The contest starts at the Classroom Level. Judg-
ing at the Classroom Level is the teacher’s respon-
sibility. Each teacher selects the winners or invites
others to judge. Individualized methods by each
classroom may be used. Winners are selected based
upon the highest number of  accumulated points
from the suggested judging sheets provided by Trop-
icana. Classroom Competition awards are: a blue
ribbon is awarded to the 1st place classroom speaker;
a red ribbon is awarded to the 2nd place classroom
speaker; a white ribbon is awarded to the 3rd place
classroom speaker. 

1st through 3rd place winners from each class-
room will advance to the school level. Teachers may
coordinate the school competition in any way they
choose. In the School Competition, 1st through 3rd

place winners from the classrooms are selected
based upon the highest number of  accumulated
points on the suggested judging sheet provided by
Tropicana. Students will receive the following
awards for School Competition: gold, silver, and
bronze medallions awarded based on the accumu-
lated points. 

1st through 3rd place speakers from each school
present their speeches at the county competition,
which is coordinated by Jefferson County 4H. Win-
ners are selected as outlined by Tropicana. Students
will receive the following awards for County Com-
petition: blue, red, white, and green walnut plaques
presented for 1st through 4th places respectively. Par-
ents, teachers, and friends are encouraged to attend
the awards ceremony and support the students. 

The program is coordinated and underwritten
by Tropicana and administered into the school sys-
tem by Jefferson County 4H. 4H solicits the direct
support and involvement of  school administrators
and teachers. 4H also works directly with teachers
and organizes the program at the county level. 

The 4H Tropicana Public Speaking Program
meets the Next Generation Sunshine State Stan-
dards and Common Core for English Language Arts;
Speaking and Listening (S.L.) for grades 4th, 5th, and
6th respectively. This program also assists teachers
in helping their students achieve required bench-
marks assessed by the Florida Comprehensive As-
sessment Test (FCAT) and Florida Writes. 

The following schools participating include Jef-
ferson Elementary School, Aucilla Christian Acad-
emy, Jefferson Middle High School and Jefferson
Home School Students. 

The County Wide Contest was held on Thursday
evening, December 6 at the Jefferson Elementary
School Media Center. 

To learn more about this exciting program, con-
tact Director John Lilly at 850-342-0187. 

4H Tropicana Public Speaking Contest 

JES Classroom 5th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Teree’yona Dunlap; 2nd place, Elizabeth Crego; and
3rd place, Anthony Seaton.

JES Classroom 5th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Cinnamon Peck; 2nd Zareyah Wiggind; and 3rd

place, Noah Speaight.

JES Classroom 5th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Aaliyah Martin; 2nd place Jahmichael Steen; and
3rd place, Andrew Marks.

JES Classroom 4th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Jaylan Robinson; 2nd place, Brianna Crumity; and
3rd place, Jasicianna Tice.

JES Classroom 4th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Frankesha Berry; 2nd place, Mathew Steen; and 3rd

place, Elijah Bellany.

JES Classroom 4th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Erica Adams; 2nd place, Jayden Burns; and 3rd

place, Trinity Ryan.

ACA Classroom 6th Grade Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, (not pictured) Megan Schofill (My New York Dog);
2nd place, Ian Hutsell (Only the best drink in the World);
and 3rd place, Chloe Reams (What is music, Really?).

ACA 4th Grade Classroom Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Keira Evans (Creep of the Deep); 2nd place, Jeb
Beshears (It’s tough having two younger Brothers); and
(not pictured) 3rd place, Jared Grant (Why do we have
deer Season?). 

ACA 5th Grade Classroom Tropicana winners are: 1st

place, Abby Reams (Feeling the Music); 2nd place, Bailey
McLeod (Living with Diabetes): and (not pictured) 3rd

place, Frank Roberts (Winchester mystery Mansion).
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DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Santa was dropped off  in downtown Monticello on
Friday evening, December 7… by firetruck, to the de-
light of  the waiting children and adults alike!

Local shops and restaurants stayed open late, offer-
ing sweet treats and drinks to shoppers. Street vendors
offered handcrafted items and foods for sale. Boy Scout
Troop 803 held its annual best chili contest, and then
sold the chili by the cup. Monticello Volunteer Fire De-
partment personnel Frances Nolan and Mike Long pre-
sold Smoked Boston Butts; an annual fundraiser; orders
can still be placed by calling 850-321-5060.

Carolers, lighted trees, holiday decorations, the
smells of  good food, and lots of  visitors made the down-
town a wonderful time for all.

This annual event is sponsored by MainStreet Mon-
ticello Florida.

MainStreet Christmas

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp And Anne Holt, December 7, 2012.



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

With six games
under their belts and 16
games remaining in the
season, Aucilla Christian
Academy Head Varsity
Warriors Basketball
Coach Dan Nennstiel has
released the season sta-
tistics and averages to
date.

Jay Finlayson has
played in six games. He
has collected 83 points,
which is an average of
13.8 points per game. He
has 29 rebounds, an aver-
age of  4.8 per game. Fin-
layson has 14 assists,
which is an average of
2.3 per game, and he has
15 steals, an average of
2.5 per game.

Braden Mattingly
has played in six games.
He had 57 points, which
averages 9.5 points per
game. He had 38 re-
bounds, an average of  6.3
per game. Mattingly had
10 rebounds, an average
of  1.7 per game, and he
had 17 steals, which aver-
ages 2.8 per game.

Jared Jackson has
played in six games. He
had 51 points collected,
which averages 8.5 per
game. He had 53 re-
bounds, an average of  8.8
rebounds per game. Jack-
son had three assists, an
average of  0.5 per game,
and he had five steals, an
average of  0.8 per game. 

Hans Sorensen has
played in six games. He
had 43 points, which av-
erages 7.2 per game. He

had 31 rebounds, an aver-
age of  5.2 rebounds per
game. He had 15 assists,
which averages 2.5 per
game, and Sorensen had
18 steals, an average of
3.0 per game. 

Ricky Finlayson has
played in six games. He
had 38 points, which av-
erages 6.3 points per
game. He had two re-
bounds, an average of  0.2
per game. He had two as-
sists, an average of  0.3
per game, and Finlayson
had four steals, an aver-
age of  0.7 per game. 

Casey Demott has
played in six games. He
had 23 points, which av-
erages 3.8 points per
game. He had 26 re-
bounds, an average of  4.3

per game. Demott had
one assist, an average of
0.1 per games, and he had
two steals, an average of
0.3 per game.

Brandon Holm has
played in six games. He
had 20 points, which av-
erages 3.3 points per
game. He had 13 re-
bounds, an average of  2.2
rebounds per game.
Holm had 12 assists,
which averages 2.0 per
game, and he had 10
steals, an average of  1.7
steals per game. 

Carson Nennstiel
played in three games.
He had one rebound, an
average of  0.3 per game,
and Nennstiel had one
assist, an average of  0.3
per game. 
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Sports School 

On November 27, 2012,
Ms. Edna Henry, Jefferson
County School District
Parent Involvement Coor-
dinator along with Title I
Federal Programs pre-
sented a Parent/Volunteer
Learn & Fun Day to end
the celebration for the
month of  November
which was designated by
Governor Rick Scott as
Parent Involvement
Month .  

It was a day of  shar-
ing useful information

and playing great games
with parents.   Ms. Henry
stated that she had hoped
for a greater participation
of  parents, but was very
happy that the event was
successful.  

Ms. Miranda Gillyard
was the first parent to ar-
rive.  She immediately be-
came engaged.  

The most exciting
thing that happened says
Ms. Henry was a grand-
parent, Rev. Barbara Sut-
ton who had never
attended any of  her events
came and had a wonderful
time and stated that she
would try very hard not to
miss any upcoming
events.  Sutton also stated
that she would encourage

other parents and grand-
parents to attend.  

Please save the date
for our next Family Night
to be held at Greater Fel-
lowship M.B. Church, lo-
cated at 690 Cypress
Street, Monticello, on
Tuesday, January 29, 2013
beginning at 6:30 pm.
Hope to see you there.  

Just keep in mind that
when schools work to-
gether with families and
communities to support
learning, children are in-
clined to succeed not just
in school, but throughout
life.  

For additional infor-
mation, contact Edna
Henry or Vicki Boland at
850-342-0100.

From The Desk Of  Edna Henry, 
District Parent Involvement Coordinator

Ms. Miranda Gillyard was the first parent to arrive at the Parent/Volunteer Learn &
Fun Day, held on November 27, 2012.

Rev. Barbara Sutton, came and stated that she had a wonderful time at the Par-
ent/Volunteer Learn & Fun Day.

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

JEFFERSON COUNTY LIONS CLUB

BINGO
Raising Funds For Area Residents In Need

All Are Welcome To Come Have Fun, Play, Win!
HELP Contribute To Others

*Every Monday Night*
Capitol City BP Travel Center
Big Bend Family Restaurant
2716 Gamble Road, Lloyd

(Interstate10, Exit 217, Highway 59)
850-997-3538 For Directions
*Doors Open At 5:00 p.m. 

*Early Bird BINGO Begins At 5:30 p.m.
*BINGO Session Begins At 7:00 p.m.

*One-Free $20 JACKPOT Card For Every Eyeglass Donation
And/Or Non-Perishable Food Item

*One-Free $25 JACKPOT Card For Every New Guest

*JCLC Is A Non-Profit Organization
Contact Lion June Campbell At 850-997-1754

For More Information

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Chris-
tian Academy varsity
Warriors hit the hard-
wood against Maclay, on
December 10, and the
Warriors fell to a 57-44
defeat to now stand 5-3 on
the season. 

As a team, the War-
riors netted two of  17 at-
tempts from the field, hit
11 of  31 attempts from
the three-point zone and
bucketed seven of  12 at-
tempts from the free-
throw line for 44 points.
They had 15 assists, nine
offensive and 28 defen-
sive rebounds for a total
of  37 rebounds, with
three block/steals and
eight turnovers. 

Braden Mattingly
missed two attempts
from the field, and buck-
eted two of  three at-
tempts from the
three-point zone for six
points. He had one assist,
two offensive and two de-
fensive rebounds for a
total of  four rebounds,
with one block/steal and
one turnover. 

Jared Jackson
missed four attempts
from the field, had one
assist, three offensive
and seven defensive re-

bounds for a total of  10
rebounds, with one
block/steal and one
turnover. 

Brandon Holm net-
ted two of  five attempts
from the three-point zone
for six points. He had
three assists, one offen-
sive and two defensive re-
bounds for a total of
three rebounds, with
three turnovers. 

Ryan Rivera had one
offensive rebound.

Ricky Finlayson
missed three attempts
from the field, bucketed
three of  nine attempts
from the three-point zone
and netted three of  four
attempts from the free-
throw line for 12 points.
He had three assists and
one turnover. 

Hans Sorensen net-
ted two of  six attempts
from the field, missed
one attempt from the
three-point zone and
missed one attempts
from the free-throw line

for four points. He had
four assists, one offen-
sive and seven defensive
rebounds for a total of
eight rebounds, with one
block/steal and two
turnovers. 

Jay Finlayson
missed two attempts
from the field, netted
four of  13 attempts from
the three-point zone and
dropped in four of  seven
attempts at the free-
throw line for 16 points.
He had three assists, one
offensive and 10 defen-
sive rebounds for a total
of  11 rebounds and a
double-double. 

The Warriors faced
off  against FAMU on De-
cember 11 and those re-
sults will be
forthcoming. 

Action continues
against Munroe, Decem-
ber 14 at 7:30 p.m., home;
and Escambia Charter,
December 20 at 7:30 p.m.,
at Woodham Middle
School.

Warriors Lose To Maclay

Varsity Warriors Averages To Date
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http://www.myallrealty.com

973-9990

All Realty Services
Big-Bend - Florida

Lynette C. Sirmon - Broker • HUD Registered Florida Broker
850-933-6363 

3 BD/2BTH 
Fixer Upper on 5 acres

$45,000

7.7 acres 
1/2 pasture, fenced 

$49,000
Handyman Special, 

Brick home on 18 acres 

$154,900

Aucilla River 11.42 acres,
2002 DW & RV hookup 

$91,500

For Rent Lamont Gas 

$600 per month

52 acres pines ready to thin or clear
cut, near I-10 on paved road 

$2500 per acre
Ask For Benjamin T. Jones, Jessica Brawner

Webb or Bruce DuPuis

850-

education
MediCal Billing
trainees needed! train to
become a Medical office assis-
tant. no eXperienCe
needed! online training gets
you Job ready asap. hs
diploma/ged & pC/internet
needed! (888)374-7294

employment
apply now, 12 drivers needed.
top 5% pay & late Model
equip. guaranteed home for
Xmas. need Cdl Class a driv-
ing exp. (877)258-8782 www.ad-
drivers.com

help wanted
experienced otr flatbed driv-
ers earn 50 up to 55 cpm loaded.
$1000 sign on to qualified driv-
ers. home most weekends. Call:
(843)266-3731 / www.bulldoghi-
way.com. eoe

driver trainees needed
now! learn to drive for
stevens transport! earn $700
per week! no experience needed!
local Cdl training. Job ready
in 15 days! (888)368-1964

Miscellaneous
airlines are hiring -
train for hands on aviation
Maintenance Career. faa ap-
proved program. financial aid if
qualified - housing available
Call aviation institute of
Maintenance (866)314-3769

attend College online
from home.  *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice, *hospi-
tality. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. financial
aid if qualified. sChev author-
ized. Call www.Centuraonline.
com 888-203-3179

airline Careers - Become
an aviation Maintenance tech.
faa approved training. finan-
cial aid if qualified - housing
available. Job placement assis-
tance. Call aviation institute
of Maintenance (866)314-3769
nursing Careers begin

here – train in months, not
years. financial aid if qualified.
housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Centura
institute orlando
(877) 206-6559

MediCal Careers begin
here – train online for allied
health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. financial
aid if qualified. sChev author-
ized. Call 888-203-3179
www.Centura online.com

otr drivers wanted
drivers - Class a flatbed,
hoMe every weekend!
pay 37₵/mi, Both ways, full
Benefits, requires 1 year
otr flatbed experience.
(800)572-5489 x227, sunBelt
transport, Jacksonville, fl

tired of living pay-
CheCk to payCheCk?
there's great earning potential

as a professional truck driver!
the average professional truck
driver earns over $700/wk*! 16-
day Cdl training @
nfCC/roadmaster! approved
for veterans training. Call
today! (866)467-0060
*dol/Bls 2012

real estate/ 
land for sale

20 aCres free! own 60 acres
for 40 acre price/payment. $0
down, $168/mo. Money Back
guarantee, no Credit
CheCks. Beautiful views, west
texas. (800)843-7537 www.sun-
setranches.com

schools & instruction
"Can you dig it?" heavy equip-
ment school. 3wk training pro-
gram. Backhoes, Bulldozers,
excavators. local Job place-
ment asst. va Benefits ap-
proved. 2 national
Certifications. 
(866)362-6497

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA
a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM
statewide Classified ads for Monday 12/10/2012 through 12/17/2012

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Business
Opportunity

Mobile Homes
For Sale

100 faMilies needed for
Gov't Home Loan Program. Call
Today (850) 576-2104

Zero down with Your
LAND! Or USE Your Paid for
TRADE IN Call Now (850)
576-2687.

4 Br 2 Ba Granite Counter in
Kitchen, Living Room & Den –
Walk In Closets. Call Me (850)
576-2105.

3 BedrooM 2 Bath –
HUGE Kitchen, Beautiful Mas-
ter Bath – Walk In Closets. Call
Today (850) 576-2106

2 Br 1 Ba – Used Mobile
Home Clean as a Whistle –
Won’t Last!!! Call Me ASAP
(850) 576-2687.         12/5, tfn, c

antique Cole single
row Mule planter with
seed disc's  $150. or Obo   Call  997-
1582   12/14,tfn,c

For Sale Help
Wanted Real Estate

real estate 
for sale

greenville 3/2, nice
House on 6 high and dry city
lots. New windows, roof,
heat&ac, siding, master shower,
$92,000.00 Possible owner fi-
nancing. 850-599-5121.
near lloyd 3/3 double
wide..very nice with lots of tile
and hardwood, fireplace, sky-
light, screenroom, carport,
workshop on 5 beautiful acres
with live stream, woods and
fenced pasture. Asking $129k,
Possible owner financing. 850-
599-5121             11/30-12/14,pd

land for sale By
owner, 21 acres house and
well, Plantation style, pines,
good pasture for horses.  Owner
Financing.  Call 850-997-5012

8/15,tfn,c

lawn vaCuuM - Brinkley
LVS-33BHK PolyVac System
with 9HP Briggs & Straton En-
gine, and John Deere
BM21513/10P Utility Cart RE-
DUCED to $500. Call 997-3505
and ask for Debbie.
7/6, tfn, nc.

For Rent

1 & 2 BedrooM apart-

Ments availaBle. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped per-
sons  with or without children.
Must meet income requirements.
850-997-5321

11/23, tfn, c.

1 Br and 2 Br at Coopers Pond
with W/D hook-up, attached carport,
utility room. Quiet neighborhood.
Call 997-5007 10/3,tfn,c

Country Cottage. Small
2 BR/ 1BA.  Very cute. Close to
town. Horse option.  631-0577   

10/10,tfn,c

3 Br/ 2 Ba d.w. MoBile
hoMe, 2 BR/2 BA Mobile
Home,  3 BR/2 BA Mobile
Home,  & 1 BR Park Model
Must meet income require-
ments.  No calls before 9:30 am
or after 6 pm.  850-997-1638 or
997-3890.                 10/24,tfn,c

Wanted

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

Free
firewood  You cut and you
haul.  Call Fran at 997-3505   

10/31,tfn, nc

J.C. lions CluB is looking
for 12" Tires with rims for their
Lions trailer.  Reasonable cost.
Call 997-0901  11/9,tfn,nc

Rentals Available!

now hiring store
Managers & assistant
Managers We currently
have opportunities for a store
manager/assistant manager in
the Madison and Monticello
areas. The position requires
management experience. Quali-
fied candidates must have excel-
lent customer service and
employee relations skills. The
successful candidate should be
capable of operating in a fast
paced environment. Must have a
flexible schedule and be self
motivated. Must be able to train,
motivate and prepare employees
for greater responsibilities using
effective communications skills.
Benefits include: Competitive
pay,  Bonus program, Perform-
ance-based pay increases, Paid
vacation, holidays; Email re-
sume to: bculpepper@fasttrack-
stores.com  12/12-21,c

a Business of your

own in 2013! Earn while
you Learn!  Business Develop-
ment, Sales, & Marketing. 
Positions and Internships are
frequently available - Trainers
and Mentors needed.   Call
Dennis 850-339-7696  

11/30-12/28,pd  

a d M i n i s t r a t o r

wanted for new charter
high school in Madison, FL,
opening in Aug 2013. See
www.jmphs.org for details.  

12/12-1/4,c

Auto For Sale
1990  f-350  ford  1 ton 5 spd.
Flat bed with lift gate,  original
miles. Call 850-997-1582
12/14,tfn,c

aCCepting appliCa-

tions for Cashier

and stoCk personel at
I-10/19 Chevron. Apply in per-
son at Joyner's Travel Center at
2760 Gamble Rd.  Lloyd, FL
12/14,tfn,c

Case Manager needed at
Senior Citizen Center to do as-
sessments and maintain case
records. Devise care plan, se-
cure and target services. Pro-
vide followup as needed or
scheduled . Need person who
loves Seniors, detail work and
perform duties as necessary.
Must be computer literate and
willing to learn new programs.
A Bachelor's degree in social
work or other direct job educa-
tion or experience may be sub-
stituted. Social work training or
experience should be given
preference. Please contact Bob-
bie Krebs at 342-0271.

12/14,19
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THE
MONTICELLO

NEWS
The official

Legal organ for
Monticello and

Jefferson County

Deadline
for Legal Ads

is Monday at 3
p.m. for the
Wednesday
paper, and

Wednesday at
3 p.m. for the
Friday paper.

Email to: 
monticellonews@
embarqmail.com

Fax to:
850-997-3774

Call us:
850-997-3568

LEGALS 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION

HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS INDENTURE TRUSTEE  FOR THE REGIS-
TERED NOTEHOLDERS OF RENAISSANCE HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST 2007-1

Plaintiff,
Case No.:  33-2012-CA-000005

v. Division: 

NORMA MARTIN; JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF NORMA MARTIN; UNKNOWN PERSON(S) IN POSSES-
SION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY; ALL OTHER UNKNOWN PARTIES
CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST A
NAMED DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR
ALIVE, WHETHER SAME UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN IN-
TEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants,

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Summary Judg-
ment dated  November 27, 2012 entered in Civil Case 33-2012-CA-000005, DI-
VISION: CIVIL of the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit in and for
JEFFERSON County, Florida, NORMA MARTIN; JEFFERSON COUNTY,
FLORIDA; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF NORMA MARTIN; UNKNOWN PER-
SON(S) IN POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY; ALL OTHER UN-
KNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND
AGAINST A NAMED DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE
DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAME UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS, are Defendants.

I will sell to the highest bidder for cash at 11:00 a.m., at the North
Door of the courthouse, of the Jefferson County Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Circle,
Monticello, Florida 32344 on the  day of January 3, 2013 the following described
real property as set forth in said Final Summary Judgment, to wit: 

COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN

PARCEL OF LAND CONVEYED TO C. M. COX BY L. G. MORRIS, ET

UX., BY DEED OF RECORD IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, FLORIDA IN DEED BOOK “RRR”, PAGE 124, REFER-

ENCE TO SAME BEING HEREBY EXPRESSLY MADE AND RUNNING

THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST BORDER OF A 60-FOOT

STREET (MORRIS ROAD) A DISTANCE OF 130 FEET, THENCE RUN-

NING WEST 125 FEET TO A POINT, THENCE RUNNING SOUTH 130

FEET AND TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF LANDS CON-

VEYED TO C. M. COX BY L. G. MORRIS, ET. UX., AS AFORESAID,

THENCE RUNNING EAST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID

LANDS TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  EXCEPTING FROM THE

ABOVE LANDS, HOWEVER, THE PORTION THEREOF LYING

WITHIN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF SAID MORRIS ROAD.

This property is located at the Street address of: 465 Morris Road, Monticello,

FL 32344

If you are a person claiming a right to funds remaining after the sale, you must
file a claim with the clerk no later than 60 days after the sale.  If you fail to file
a claim you will not be entitled to any remaining funds.  After 60 days, only
the owner of record as of the date of the lis pendens may claim the surplus.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the court on November 27, 2012.

Kirk Reams
CLERK OF THE COURT 

By:  Sherry Sears
Deputy Clerk

Attorney for Plaintiff:
Elizabeth R. Wellborn, Esquire
Elizabeth R. Wellborn, P.A.
350 Jim Moran Blvd., Suite 100
Deerfield Beach, FL  33442
Telephone: (954) 354-3544
Facsimile: (954) 354-3545

IN ACORDANCE WITH THE AMERICAN’S WITH DISABILITIES

ACT, If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in a court proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
the provision of certain assistance. Please contact the Office of Court Adminis-
tration at (850) 342-0218, Jefferson County Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Circle,
Monticello, FL 32344 within 2 working days of receipt of a notice compelling
you to appear at a court proceeding; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call
711.

12/7, 14/12

3 January

27th November 2

Sherry Sears

12/7,14/12

&JeffersonJournal
COUNTY FLORIDA’S  KEYSTON E
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MONTICELLO NEWS

We’re Now Online!
www.ecbpublishing.com

All your local News needs,
just a CLICK AWAY!

JEFFERSON COUNTY- ROAD CONSTRUCTION                                      

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will receive sealed bids
from any qualified person, company or corporation interested in construct-
ing roads for the ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

This project consists of Grading and Shaping; Subgrade Compaction; Pur-
chasing, Hauling, Placing, and Compacting 6” of Limerock Base; Placement
of 1.5” of SP-9.5 Asphalt; and Testing.

Bids will be received by JEFFERSON COUNTY at the JEFFERSON
County Board of County Commissioners, Clerks Office, 1 Courthouse Cir-
cle., Monticello Florida 32344, (850) 342-0218 until 10:00 am (EDT) on
January 14, 2013.  Bids will be publicly opened at 10:05 PM (EDT) on Jan-
uary 14, 2013. All Bids shall be submitted in an envelope clearly marked
“Sealed Bid – ROAD CONSTRUCTION”

Please indicate on the envelope your company name and that this is a
sealed bid. 

The original bid plus two (2) copies should be included.

The County reserves the right to waive informalities in any bid, to accept
and/or reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid that in their judgment will
be in the best interest of the County.  

If you have any questions, please call Alan Wise at (850) 528.0300 or email
at  HYPERLINK "mailto:sheffields@preble-rish.com" wisea@preble-
rish.com. 12/14/12

JEFFERSON COUNTY-

GENERAL ASPHALT PAVING INVITATION TO BID 

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will receive sealed bids
from any qualified person, company or corporation interested in providing
asphalt paving for the GENERAL ASPHALT PAVING contract. 

GENERAL ASPHALT PAVING INVITATION TO BID

This project consists of furnishing and placing asphalt. 

Plans and specifications may be obtained at the Jefferson County Court-
house located at 1 Courthouse Circle Monticello, Florida 32344.
850.342.0218. The bid must conform to Section 287.133(3) Florida Statutes,
on public entity crimes.

Bids will be received by JEFFERSON COUNTY at the JEFFERSON
County Board of County Commissioners, Clerks Office, 1 Courthouse Cir-
cle., Monticello Florida 32344, (850) 342-0218 until 10:00 am (EDT) on
January 14, 2013.  Bids will be publicly opened at 10:05 PM (EDT) on Jan-
uary 14, 2013. All Bids shall be submitted in an envelope clearly marked
“Sealed Bid – GENERAL ASPHALT PAVING”

Please indicate on the envelope your company name and that this is a sealed
bid. 

The original bid plus two (2) copies should be included.

The County reserves the right to waive informalities in any bid, to accept
and/or reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid that in their judgment will
be in the best interest of the County.  

If you have any questions, please call Alan Wise at (850) 528.0300 or email
at  HYPERLINK "mailto:sheffields@preble-rish.com" wisea@preble-
rish.com.      12/14/12

NOTICE
The SCHOOL BOARD of Jefferson County will be in Special Ses-
sion on Friday, December 14, 2012 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm for
the purpose of training with the Florida School Board Association.
Training will take place in the Board Room located at 1490 W.
Washington Street, Monticello, FL.  Any questions regarding this
training may be directed to the District Office at 850-342-0100.

12/12/12
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Outdoors 

The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  December 14, 2012 through December 21, 2012
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
December 15

*12:45 AM
6:55 AM
*1:20 PM
7:30 PM

Sunday, 
December 16

*1:50 AM
8:00 AM
*2:20 PM
8:30 PM

Tuesday, 
December 18

*3:40 AM
9:50 AM
*4:10 PM
10:20 PM

Wednesday,
December 19

*4:35 AM
10:45 AM
*4:55 PM
11:10 PM

Thursday,
December 20

*5:25 AM
11:35 PM
*5:45 PM

Friday,
December 21

12:00 AM
*6:10 AM
12:15 PM
*6:25 PM

Friday,
December 14

5:50 AM
*12:10 PM
6:20 PM

Monday, 
December 17

*2:45 AM
8:55 AM
*3:10 PM
9:25 PM

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!

VIEW OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @
www.directautoexchange.com 352740

850.574.8200

Your Pre-Owned

Certifi ed Dealer
®

Auto • Home
Business • Life

Health • Annuities

Call today for coverage information. 

Insuring
What
Matters
Most

100% CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 
IS OUR GOAL

FOREIGN & DOMESTICFOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Body & Paint Work • Frame Straightening

FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

11615 US Hwy 319 N 
Thomasville, GA

(Past Wal-Mart across the street from 
Stallings Dodge Chrysler Jeep)

229-226-2077

DUNHAM BODY SHOP

Morrow Insurance
Agency

380 S. Jefferson St. Monticello, FL

(850) 997-3912

From Wheelbarrow 
to 18-Wheeler

We’ve got your tires!

SSorensenorensen
TTire ire CCenter,enter,

IInc.nc.

1300 N. 
Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

850-997-4689

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

Size: 2 COLUMN x 6.5Size: 1 COLUMN x 4.5

March ’07
G4: Everyday Savings
Use: Local Newspaper
Instructions: Add phone # and address

GENERAL AUDIENCE

It’s not a special offer, 
just plain

everyday low rates. 
Convenient local office  Money-saving discounts

Low down payments  Monthly payment plans  24-hour ser-
vice and claims  Coverage available by phone

It’s not a special
offer, just plain

everyday low rates. 
 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees  
 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states 
 
 

1700 N. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl
850-385-6047

Road
trip

Try these incredible businesses 
for your holiday road trip needs!

There’s finally a chill
and certain festiveness in
the air as most of  us try to
take time off  from work to
enjoy spending quality time
with family and friends and
reflect on the passing year.
Children will be out of
school on winter break soon,
and while the holiday season
is upon us, so are several tra-
ditional hunting opportuni-
ties.

The second phase of
waterfowl and coot season
comes in statewide Dec. 8
and runs through Jan. 27. In
addition to the usual hunt-
ing license and permit re-
quirements, duck hunters
also must have a Florida wa-
terfowl permit ($5) and a fed-
eral duck stamp ($15).

The daily bag limit on

ducks is six, but you need to
know your ducks before you
pull the trigger, because
there are different daily lim-
its for each species. For in-
stance, within the six-bird
limit there may be only one
black duck, one mottled
duck, one fulvous whistling-
duck and one canvasback.

Only two of  your six-
bird limit may be pintails or
redheads, and three may be
wood ducks. And you may
have no more than four
scaup, four scoters or four
mallards (of  which only two
may be female) in your bag.
All other species of  ducks
can be taken up to the six-
bird limit, except harlequin
ducks.

The daily limit on coots
is 15, and there’s a five-bird

limit on mergansers, only
two of  which may be
hooded.

When hunting water-
fowl, hunters may use only
nontoxic shotgun shells.
Only iron (steel), bismuth-
tin and various tungsten-al-
loys are permissible.

For something differ-
ent, try woodcock hunting.
Woodcock season runs Dec.
18 – Jan. 31. Woodcocks are
excellent game birds be-
cause they hold well for
pointing bird dogs and pro-
vide a challenging shot when
flushed. The daily bag limit
is three.

The third phase of
mourning and white-winged
dove season opens Dec. 8 and
runs through Jan. 6. The
daily bag limit is 15 birds.

From November on, the
shooting hours for all migra-
tory birds are one-half  hour
before sunrise to sunset.
However, you must get a no-
cost migratory bird permit
where you purchase your
hunting license before you
hunt any of  these birds.

The only firearm you
can use to hunt migratory
game birds is a shotgun, no
larger than 10-gauge. Shot-
guns must be plugged to a
three-shell capacity (maga-
zine and chamber com-
bined). Bows also are legal.

Retrievers and bird
dogs can be useful in hunt-
ing migratory game birds.
Artificial decoys and man-
ual or mouth-operated bird
calls also are legal and es-
sential gear for duck
hunters.

You may hunt migra-
tory game birds over an
agricultural field if  the crop
was planted by regular agri-
cultural methods. However,
don’t even think about

“sweetening” the field by
scattering agricultural prod-
ucts over it – or anywhere
near it – or you could wind
up in serious trouble. It
doesn’t matter if  you aren’t
the one who scattered the
bait. If  you knew or should
have known that such bait
was present, you’re account-
able under federal law.

Some other things you
can’t do while hunting mi-
gratory game birds include
using rifles, pistols, cross-
bows, traps, snares, nets,
sinkboxes, swivel guns, punt
guns, battery guns, machine
guns, fish hooks, poisons,
drugs, explosive substances,
live decoys and recorded
bird calls, sounds or electri-
cally amplified bird-call im-
itations. It is also against the
law to shoot from a moving
automobile or boat and herd
or drive birds with vehicles
or vessels.

Bobcat and otter hunt-
ing season is Dec. 1 – March
1, and there’s no daily bag or

season limit on either
species.

Like foxes, bobcats may
be chased year-round with
dogs, but possessing
firearms during the closed
season, between March 2
and Nov. 30, is prohibited. On
a few wildlife management
areas, bobcats and otters
may not be taken, so please
consult the specific area
brochure before you hunt.

December has the hunt-
ing opportunities you’re
looking for, whether you are
upland-bird hunting with
friends and family, shooting
ducks on the pond with your
favorite lab or taking that
big cat as he slips up behind
an unsuspecting fawn.

Here’s wishing you
happy holidays and a suc-
cessful hunting season. If
you can, remember to intro-
duce someone new to our
great sport. As always, have
fun, hunt safely and ethi-
cally, and we’ll see you in the
woods!

“Outta’ 
the 
Woods”
by Tony Young

December’s Holiday
Hunting Traditions
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Holidays bring family and friends to-
gether to celebrate traditions and spread
good cheer. They also bring lots of  oppor-
tunities for socializing, eating and drink-
ing. Even the most disciplined people
struggle with temptation during the holi-
day season.

To navigate the party landmines with
your healthy diet intact, you need a strat-
egy. Experts agree: Having a plan in place
will help you handle night after night of
eating and drinking.

"Think of  your appetite as an expense
account, and figure out how much you
want to spend on drinks, appetizers, en-
trees and dessert," advises Michelle May,
MD, author of  Am I Hungry? What to Do
When Diets Don't Work. She suggests giv-
ing yourself  permission to enjoy your fa-
vorite foods -- in sensible portions.

To help you survive the seasonal par-
ties without packing on the pounds,
WebMD consulted diet gurus across the
country for their best holiday diet tips.
Here are their top 10 recommendations:

1. Trim back the trimmings.
Go all out and deck the halls with

boughs of  holly, glitter and lights, but when
it comes to holiday food, accessorize with
care. To shave calories, go easy when
adding nuts, cheese, cream sauces, gravy,
butter and whipped cream -- additions that
don't add much to the meal, but can add
plenty to your waistline. Trim calories
wherever you can so you leave the party
feeling satisfied, but not stuffed, recom-
mends Carolyn O'Neil, MS, RD, author of
The Dish on Eating Healthy and Being Fab-
ulous.

2. Wear snug clothes and keep one
hand busy.

When you wear snug-fitting attire,
chances are you'll be too busy holding in
your stomach to overeat. While you stand
around looking posh in your holiday fin-
ery, hold a drink in your dominant hand so
it won't be so easy to grab food, recom-
mends obesity expert Cathy Nonas, MS,
RD.

3. Chew gum.
When you don't want to eat, pop a

piece of  sugarless gum [avoid gum with ar-
tificial sweeteners] into your mouth. This
works well when you're cooking or when
you're trying not to dive into the buffet,
says Nonas.

4. Be a food snob.
If  you don't love it, don't eat it, says

American Dietetic Association spokes-
woman Melinda Johnson, MS, RD. Scan
the buffet for foods you truly treasure and
skip the everyday dishes that are available
all year long. And don't think it's your re-

sponsibility to sample everything on the
buffet. Go ahead and indulge in your per-
sonal holiday favorites, then find a seat
and, slowly and mindfully, savor every
mouthful.

5. No skipping meals.
Always eat normally on the day of  a

party. "People who skip meals to save up
calories tend to overeat everything in sight
once they get there," says Katherine Tall-
madge, MA, RD, author of  Diet Simple.
"Eating sensibly throughout the day will
take the edge off  the appetite and empower
a bit of  restraint." Start with a nourishing
breakfast, have a light lunch, then a small
snack or salad shortly before the event.

6. Check it out - First things first.
When you arrive at the party, grab a

sparkling water with a twist, and wait at
least 30 minutes before eating. This will
give you time to relax, get comfortable in
your surroundings, and survey your food
choices on the buffet before diving in, says
Tallmadge. A buffet is an invitation to eat
all you can, and unless you carefully scru-
tinize it and make wise choices, you're
likely to overeat.

7. Add fun and games.
Cynthia Sass, MPH, MA, RD, co-au-

thor of  Your Diet Is Driving Me Crazy, pro-
poses taking the focus off  food and getting
family and friends more active during hol-
iday parties. Think horseshoes, bad-
minton, sledding, ice skating, or building
snowmen. Indoors, try a spirited game of
charades, or rent an instructional dance
video followed by a dance-off. "The best
parties include dancing, so why not make
dancing after eating a new holiday tradi-
tion for a great form of  fun and recre-
ation?" asks David Katz, MD, MPH, author
of  The Flavor Point Diet.

8. Alternate alcohol with nonalcoholic
beverages.

Alcoholic drinks are loaded with calo-
ries -- especially holiday favorites like
eggnog. "Cut your alcohol calories in half
by alternating water or seltzer between al-
coholic beverages," Katz advises.

9. Skip the appetizers. 
"Eschew the appetizers rather than

chewing on them," says Katz. If  you need a
little nibble before the meal, go for the veg-
gies, fruit, salsa, or a small handful of  nuts.

10. Limit the variety. 
Brian Wansink, PhD, author of  Mind-

less Eating, suggests putting only two
items on your plate when you go to the food
table. Return as many times as you like,
but only take two items each time. "Variety
stimulates appetite, and if  you limit your
choices to just a few items and stick with
these, it will be easier to control than eat-

ing a little bit of  20 different dishes," agrees
Katz.

Holiday parties and family get-togeth-
ers are much more than food and drinks.
They are a time to delight in the traditions
of  the season, and enjoy the company of
family and friends. If  you keep the focus on
the spirit of  the season -- and heed the ad-
vice of  these diet experts -- you'll most
likely get through the holidays without
gaining a pound.

And if  you do splurge, don't beat your-
self  up, the experts say.  Just get right back
to normal (healthy) eating!

Merry Christmas to all and have a safe
and healthy start to the New Year!

Lynn Salter is a Professional Wellness
Coach helping people transition to eating
healthier and establishing permanent,
healthy habits and a Juice Plus+® Repre-
sentative. Consider giving the “Gift of
Health” this year, to do so contact her at
850-997-0666. For more information on how
you can establish healthier lifestyle habits
visit her website at  http://www.healthy-
habitsetc.com and sign-up to receive her
Healthy Lifestyle Tips and Newsletter.

Top 10 Holiday Diet Tips For Handling Holiday Diet Temptations

Lynn Salter is a Professional Well-
ness Coach from Monticello.
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Last year’s flu season was so mild
that this year many local families are ig-
noring warnings to get a flu shot. That’s
why local doctors, along with the Centers
for Disease Control, are on a crusade to
get families vaccinated against the flu to
prevent a flu outbreak.

FLU FAST FACTS:
The U.S. flu season can run from Oc-

tober through May.
Typically 1 in 5 Americans gets the

flu each year with peak seasons in Jan.,
Feb. and March.

Flu related illnesses cause some
200,000 hospitalizations each year.

90% of  flu related deaths are people
age 65 or older.

The past two years, on average, 42%
of  Americans were vaccinated against
the flu – more than half  DO NOT TYPI-
CALLY GET THE FLU SHOT.

Even if  you do get vaccinated, that
doesn't guarantee 100% protection from
the flu.  You still need to take measures to
fight the flu!

FIGHT THE FLU:
• Bring your own pen – to the bank,

the grocery store, even to touch the ATM.
Anything a sick person touches can get
infested with germs, including money,
mail, ATM keypads, elevator buttons…
etc.

• Use paper – replace hand towels in
bathrooms with paper towels.  While not
as “pretty,” paper towels can help get rid

of  a ton of  germs that live in damp towels.  
• Wipe down grocery carts - The han-

dles of  almost two-thirds of  the shopping
carts tested in a recent study at the Uni-
versity of  Arizona were contaminated
with fecal bacteria. In fact, the bacterial
levels were more than those of  the aver-
age public restroom! And just think of

how many kids are putting their mouths
on those grocery cart handles. 

• Wash hands – use soap, warm water
and rinse long enough to say the alphabet
or sing “Happy Birthday.” Recent studies
show plain soap and water works just as
well, if  not better than antibacterial
soaps.     And, use an alcohol-based sani-
tizer AFTER washing your hands in a
public restroom. Yes, one more layer of
protection is necessary because reserach
shows 25 percent of  public restroom soap
dispensers are contaminated with fecal
bacteria.

• Use a proper hand sanitizer – (at
least 60% alcohol) anytime you touch any-
thing someone else might have touched.
Make sure you use sanitizer, even under
finger nails, where germs hide.

• Clean with disinfectant - viruses
and bacteria can live up to 18 hours on
doorknobs, toys, TV remote controls, key-
boards, mouse pads, refrigerator handles,
counter tops, railings, faucets, bathroom
floors and more. Just think of  how many
times you touch your refrigerator handle
or coffee pot handle each day at work.

DOCS URGE FAMILIES TO GET FLU SHOT TO PREVENT FLU OUTBREAK
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JACOB BEMBRY
Greene Publishing, Inc.

Who would have thought that a bev-
erage that is so tasty could be so good for
you?

The magic brew is coffee and it has
once again been linked to a study that
shows its amazing health benefits. A re-
cent study by Brigham and
Women’s Hospital and Har-
vard Medical School shows
that one of  the rewards
that coffee offers is a lower
risk of  developing basal
cell carcinoma, which is
the most widespread
form of  skin cancer. In
fact, the National Cancer
Institute reports that there will
be 2,000,000 new cases of  the skin cancer
this year. 

There is a catch-22 associated with
drinking coffee for the sake of  preven-
tion. Doctors warn that if  you are not al-
ready an avid coffee drinker, don’t
increase your intake just to protect your-
self  from skin cancer. 

“(The) results add basal cell carci-

noma to a list of  conditions for which risk
is decreased with increasing coffee con-
sumption," study researcher Jiali Han,
Ph.D., an associate professor at Brigham
and Women's Hospital, Harvard Medical
School in Boston and Harvard School of
Public Health, said in a statement. "This
list includes conditions with serious neg-

ative health consequences
such as Type 2 diabetes and
Parkinson's disease."

During the more than 20
years of  the two studies, a
total of  22,786 partici-
pants out of  112,897 devel-
oped basal cell
carcinoma. 
According to the study

published in Cancer Research, “An
inverse association was observed between
all coffee consumption and risk of  basal
cell carcinoma. Similarly, an inverse asso-
ciation was seen between intake of  caf-
feine from all dietary sources (coffee, tea,
cola and chocolate) and risk of  basal cell
carcinoma. However, consumption of  de-
caffeinated coffee was not associated with
a decreased risk of  basal cell carcinoma.”

Coffee Helps Fight Skin Cancer, Study Finds

The Wrong Attitude Significantly In-
creases Your Stress Level.We all experience
stress, but the pessimists, perfectionists,
and those with 'type A' personalities greatly
increase the level of  stress they experience
in a given event.

Some Types of  Stress Can Be Ben-
eficial. A certain type of  stress, eu-
stress, is actually necessary and
beneficial for a balanced and excit-
ing life. Eustress is the type of
stress you experience when
you're riding a roller-
coaster (if  you enjoy fast
rides), are playing a fun
game, or are falling in love. 

You Can Stop Your
Stress Reaction Right Now.
When you experience
stress, all manner of  physio-
logical changes occur to get
you in top physical shape to fight or
run. Unfortunately, if  you don't calm
yourself  down relatively quickly, you
could remain in this altered state for too
long, and it could take a toll on your health. 

Even Small Amounts of  Stress Can Af-
fect Your Health. You may be aware that
months spent in a stressful life situation
can leave you vulnerable to illness, but did
you know that relatively short periods of

stress can also compromise your immune
system, elevating your risk of  illness?
Sadly, it's true. 

Stress Can Age You Prematurely in
Many Ways. It may be surpris-
ing, but stress can be more of  a
factor in determining your
physical age than the number
of  candles you blow out each
year. Stress actually speeds
up wear and tear on many,
many areas of  your body and at
all levels, inducing many of  the
changes we refer to when we
talk about 'aging'. 
Some 'Stress Relievers'

Actually Cause More Stress.
Most of  us have a few less-
than-healthy ways of  deal-

ing with stress.
Unfortunately, most of  these

'bad habits' that feel so good at the
time can really cause much more stress
in the long run.
By Imagining Your Stress Gone, It Can

Be.Certain mental stress relief  techniques,
such as affirmations, guided imagery and
visualizations, involve imagining that your
stress is gone. And they work! Learn more
about these and other mental stress reliev-
ers, and see which one works best for you.

Top 10 Things To Know About The Effects of  Stress

Health Focus 
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