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The fate of  the rock
quarry -- whether it should
remain a county-owned op-
eration or be sold; and if
the former, how much
more money should be in-
vested in it -- is an issue
that commissioners con-
tinue to debate, even
though they’ve already ex-
pended a quarter million
dollars on improvements to
the operation in the last
year. 

The latest debate on
the issue surfaced during
the budget preparation
process and focused on the
potential purchase of  a
dragline -- a costly piece of
equipment that Randy
Hatch, the county’s hired
consultant, says is a criti-
cal component to maxi-
mize the quarry’s
production and make it a
cost-effective operation. 

For the record, the par-
ticular dragline under con-
sideration -- a used piece of
equipment located in
Louisiana -- is now a moot
point, as it has since been
sold. But the discussion its
proposed purchase sparked
is illustrative of  the board
members’ different views
on the mine and the overall
tenor of  the debate con-
cerning its future.

Say that Commission-
ers Hines Boyd and Betsy
Barfield represent diamet-
rically opposite views of
the issue, with Commis-
sioner Danny Monroe
more or less aligned with
Boyd and Commissioners
Stephen Fulford and John
Nelson sharing Barfield’s
point of  view to varying
degrees.  

These alignments have
remained fairly steady
throughout the last year or
so of  discussion on the
issue.  

At issue is the basic
question of  whether the
quarry is a viable and self-
sustainable operation that
can provide the county
with a low-cost and much-
needed product -- i.e. lime-
rock -- and maybe even
turn a profit; or if  it’s
costly and unsustainable
drag on the county’s fi-
nances that would best be
sold, allowing the county to
buy its limerock in the
open market.

Boyd’s argument is
that the quarry is a virtual
gold mine, in terms of  pro-
ducing a valuable product
that can be used to repair
and upgrade the county’s
roads and also sold to other
counties to generate addi-
tional revenues. 

Barfield doesn’t ques-
tion the quality of  the
mine’s rocks, which she ac-
knowledges are of  the
highest quality, per Hatch’s
representations. But she
remains unconvinced that
the mine can produce
rocks at a lower cost than
the county would pay to
buy the materials on the
open market. Nor is she
convinced that the county
will be able to sell the ex-
cess materials, notwith-
standing Hatch’s
representations.

At the least, Barfield
wants proof  of  the mine’s
viability, in terms of  verifi-
able data attesting to its ef-
ficiency and cost-
effectiveness -- data that
she maintains hasn’t been
forthcoming. She also
wants proof, in the form of
executed interlocal agree-
ments, that the mine’s ma-
terials can be sold to other
counties.    

The discussions on the
dragline, as on other issues
relating to the mine, al-
ways play against the back-
drop of  these key
philosophical differences,
with Boyd pressing for pur-
chase of  the equipment in
the latter case and Barfield
leading the resistance. 

Hatch, for his part, re-
portedly searched high and
low on behalf  of  the county
for a used and useable
dragline, and identified the
particular one in
Louisiana as a practical
steal, given its age, condi-
tion and low price of
$200,000 or so.

The arguments both
for and against the pur-
chase followed predictable
patterns. 

Barfield began by ex-
pressing concern about the
additional investment in
the mine, given that the
county had already in-
vested more than a quarter
million in improvements to
the operation during the
last year based on Hatch’s
advice. The commission,
she argued, had yet to re-
ceive verifiable evidence
that the mine could pro-
duce rock cheaper than it
could be purchased on the
open market. 

Boyd countered that
Hatch had already pro-
vided the data, citing fig-
ures that the mine could
produce rocks for about
$3.50 per ton. Hatch, in fact,
had done everything he
had said he would do, Boyd
said.  

He argued that the
purchase of  the dragline
offered an opportunity to
take the mine to the next
level. The dragline, he said,

would allow for the collec-
tion of  the rocks that the
two key blasts had loos-
ened and that now lay at
the bottom of  the pit be-
cause the county’s current
equipment couldn’t reach
them. 

He argued that the
county could more than
make up for the cost of  the
dragline but selling the ex-
cess rock that it collected.
And worse case scenario, if
the county couldn’t make a
go of  the operation, it
would be in a better posi-
tion to sell the mine as a
fully-operating unit -- com-
plete with a dragline -- than
it would to sell it as an in-
complete unit. 

Fulford took issue
with Boyd’s characteriza-
tion of  the dragline as an
assured asset that would
accrue value in time. 

“Nothing on wheels
holds its equity,” Fulford
said. 

As for the $200,000
price tag on the dragline,
he called it “scary”.

“That’s what an exca-
vator costs,” Fulford said.
“Only $200,000 to move it
here and install it; that’s
scary.”

Rather, it was pre-
cisely what made the pur-
chase a great deal, Boyd
countered. At the least, it
warranted the county
checking out the piece of
equipment, he said.

He further argued
that, conservatively, the
dragline would allow the
county to harvest about
150,000 tons of  rocks a year.
If  the county only used a
third of  the production
(records indicate the most
rocks the county used in re-
cent years was 56,000 tons
in 2009 in the wake of  Trop-
ical Storm Fay), it could
sell the other 100,000 tons at
$5 a ton and make $500,000.
Even if  the materials
didn’t sell, the stockpiled
rocks would be  like having
money in the bank, he said.
Meaning that sooner or
later the county would use
the rock on its own roads,
if  nothing else. 

The other commis-
sioners remained uncon-
vinced.

“We have to know
what the market is,” Ful-
ford insisted. “This doesn’t
work if  we can’t sell the
materials.” 

Barfield agreed. The
product the county had to
offer -- i.e., the limerock --
could be had “a dime a
dozen,” she said. Where,
Barfield asked, was the
proof  of  this market in the
form of  the executed inter-
local agreements that

Hatch had been promising?
“We’ve had a consult-

ant for a year now,”
Barfield said. “It’s his job to
bring us those interlocal
agreements. Why hasn’t he
done it?”

Boyd retorted with the
folksy country wisdom that
“You can’t sell an empty
wagon.” Meaning the
county couldn’t sell what it
didn’t have, absent the
dragline permitting the
stockpiling of  the materi-
als.  

Clerk of  Court Kirk
Reams interjected that he
likewise had concerns
about the purchase.

“It sounds good, but
we have to know the mar-
ket,” Reams said. “It’s a big
leap of  faith to buy this
equipment. If  we make the
commitment and in a year
we don’t have the revenue,
it scares me.”

Boyd reiterated his ar-
gument that the dragline
was the last critical compo-
nent in the quarter million
dollar series of  improve-
ments the commission had
undertaken to make the
mine more efficient and
cost effective.    

“This is the last piece
in the process and it’s fool-
hardy not to put it in
place,” he said.

Countered Barfield:
“It’s foolhardy not to have
the interlocal agreements
in place after a year.”

She challenged Boyd
to produce the interlocal
agreements to show that
the market existed.

“If  you can produce
the interlocal agreements,
I’ll vote for it (purchase of
dragline),” she said.

The discussion picked
up again at a subsequent
budget workshop on the fol-
lowing week, with Barfield
confessing that she still
had “heartburn over the
dragline”, adding that the
consultant had yet to pro-
vide evidence to show the
mine’s cost effectiveness. 

An evidently frus-
trated Boyd responded that
the dragline was a moot
point, as it had since been
sold. He blamed the com-
mission’s “waffling” for the
missed opportunity.

“The dragline fit our
needs perfectly,” Boyd said.
“It was a heck of  deal. But
what did we do? We waf-
fled, and now the dragline
has been old.”  

The comment drew a
sharp response from Ful-
ford.

“Wait a minute,” he
said. “Who waffled? I never
saw any details on the ma-
chine. What size was it?
What model? There was no
room for waffling. There
was no opportunity for
waffling.”

Which comments
prompted Nelson to ex-
pound on the need for civil-
ity among commissioners.

“We’re all civil, civi-
lized human beings,” Nel-
son said. “We need to be
careful how we address
each other. We need to be
diplomatic and respectable
and remain professional.
At this point, we’re putting
ourselves in a bad position
to be viewed by the public.” 

The way the discus-
sion ended, the board rein-
structed the coordinator to
continue with his assess-
ment of  the mine opera-
tion, which assessment is
intended to provide verifi-
able data on the facility’s
production capabilities
and costs. At the same
time, the commission in-
structed staff  to pursue an
executed interlocal agree-
ment with Lafayette
County, which supposedly
has expressed a desire to
purchase Jefferson
County’s rock.    
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Annie Seabrooks cel-
ebrates her 102 birthday
today. She was born on
August 31, 1910 to Wash
and Lucinda William
Alexander. She married
Leroy Seabrooks, Sr. at
the age of  21 and contin-
ues to live in the house
they shared and raised
their three children in.
She is the oldest living
member of  New Bethel
AME Church, on the
Ashville Highway, notes

its pastor Rev. Jimmie F.
Dickey. 

Her son Leroy
Seabrooks, Jr. and his
wife Lillia will celebrate

her birthday with cake,
ice cream and lots of
other family. She contin-
ues to enjoy her life and
especially her visits with
family and friends. She
has a sister Lizzie Collins,
four grandchildren, 10
great-grandchildren, six
great-great-grandchildren
and three great-great-
great-grandchildren.

In her lifetime she
has been witness to many
changes and she thanks
God every day for bless-
ing her with a long and
wonderful life.

Happy Birthday Annie Seabrooks!

Congratulations to Mr. William Brumfield and Mr. Al
Cooksey on their recent win in the August Primary elec-
tion for Superintendent of  Schools. The number of  can-
didates vying for this office shows evidence of  the concern
and urgency that is felt throughout our community for the
need to improve our school system. 

I have spent the past 25 years educating the students
in Jefferson County, and I have felt and endured the reper-
cussions of  a failing school grade and understand more
than anyone that our students, teachers, staff, parents,
and community are not failures. I have been advised many
times not to take the criticism personally, but I have al-
ways felt that my students and their families were my
family. 

I know what has worked and, most importantly, what
has not worked in our district, and I am prepared to make
sound educated decisions which will restore pride back in
our schools and our community. Therefore, I will continue
to run in the general election for Superintendent of
Schools as a Non-Party Candidate, and would appreciate
your support and vote on November 6th.

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND 
APPROVED BY NANCY WHITTY, NPA CANADATE

FOR SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS.

Elect Nancy Whitty 
for 

Superintendent of Schools

Fate Of Rock Mine Still Being Debated

Earlene Knight is organizing a local parade to
honor veterans at 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 10, during the
celebration of  Veterans’ Day. Knight needs businesses
and individuals to sponsor floats. She is also looking for
people to volunteer to drive veterans in the parade. 

If  you want to help Knight get this wonderful trib-
ute to veterans off  the ground, please volunteer. You
may contact Knight via email at  coachewk@embarq-
mail.com or call 850-997-4820.

Volunteers Sought For
Veterans’ Day Parade
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Faced with growing re-
quests for monetary assis-
tance from nonprofits and
other community groups,
the Jefferson County Com-
mission has decided to es-
tablish a specific fund for
the purpose, complete with
standards dictating how
groups may apply and qual-
ify for the funding.

The commission set
aside $10,000 in the coming
budget for such community
groups and charged County
Coordinator Parrish Bar-
wick with developing guide-
lines and criteria for how
the groups may apply for
the money. 

The $10,000, however, is
but a drop in the bucket to
the $128,568 that the com-
mission is ostensibly com-
mitting to economic
development in the coming
year. The $128,568, in fact,
represents a $65,000 in-
crease over last year in new
funding for the latter cate-
gory. 

The bulk of  the in-
crease, $50,000, is desig-
nated for the small business
development program
under Dr. Dallas Garrett.
The program is intended to
create jobs. 

Another $5,000 is desig-
nated for the annual Fourth
of  July fireworks and Inde-
pendence Day celebration,
which officials see as at-

tracting visitors and provid-
ing an economic boost to
the community. 

And then there’s the
$10,000, to be awarded
among such competing
groups as Main Street Mon-
ticello, which aims to im-
prove the community, and
the Foundation for the
Preservation of  Historic
American Music, which
sponsors the annual music
festival. 

Other organizations
slated to receive county
funding under the umbrella
of  economic development
are: the Chamber of  Com-
merce, $7,500; the Economic
Development Council
(EDC), $30,000; the Tourist
Development Council
(TDC), $24,068; and the Orig-
inal Florida Tourism Task
Force, $2.000.  

The $24,068 for the
Tourist Development Coun-
cil is coming from the bed
tax imposed on tourists
staying in hospitality facili-
ties in the county. 

The $65,000 for the
small business development
program, the $5,000 for the
Fourth of  July fireworks,
and the $5,000 in the com-
munity grants funding for
competing groups is com-
ing out of  the fiscally con-
strained money. 

And the combined
$39,500 for the chamber,
EDC and Original Florida is
coming from the general
fund. 

County Increasing Funding

For Economic Development
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Main Street of  Monti-
cello, Florida Inc. will be
hosting a ‘Flea Across
Florida’ booth during the
weekend of  September 14,
15 and 16. Being a 501(c)(3),
the funds raised will go to-
wards all future commu-
nity events such as the

annual ‘Halloween Haunt-
ing’ and ‘Around The
Downtown Christmas’ fes-
tival and other like events. 

The organization is in
need of  volunteers and
yard sale donations for this
three-day event. The hours
for the ‘Flea Across
Florida’ event are from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. Remember,
volunteering your time is
just as important as mone-
tary donations, but it’s
more rewarding. Main
Street will be purchasing a
spot from the
Monticel lo/Jef ferson
County Chamber of  Com-
merce so; the exact loca-
tion is yet to be
determined for this yard
sale event.

Any items and/or
time that you could donate
to Main Street would be

greatly appreciated and
would be time donated to
your community. Email in-
formation to Margie Stern,
president of  Main Street at
mainstreetmonticellofl@y
ahoo.com or contact her at
850-210-4097 to discuss pick
up of  donated items
and/or volunteering.  

In other Main Street
happenings, it was decided
by the Main Street Board
to form a Grant Research,
Development and Review
Committee in light of  the
upcoming ‘First Floridi-
ans: First Americans Con-
ference’.

The next Main Street
mixer is scheduled for 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 10 at the Avera Clarke
B&B, on the garden patio
after a short Board meet-
ing, to begin at 6 p.m.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

‘Basic Concepts of  So-
cial Media as Today’s Mar-
keting Tools’ will be
presented by Business An-
alyst Christine S. Urban,
with the Small Business
Development Center at
FAMU.

This free workshop
will be held on Tuesday,
September 18 from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. at the Monti-
cello/Jefferson County

Chamber of  Commerce,
located at 420 West Wash-
ington Street in downtown
Monticello.

The seminar is organ-
ized by Jefferson County
Small Business Develop-
ment Program Director
Dallas Garrett, PhD.
Reservations can be made
to him at 850-997-2185, or
email to dgarrett@jeffer-
soncountyfl.gov.

Sponsored by the Jef-
ferson County Board of
County Commissioners.

Nan Baughman is a
volunteer with ‘Project
Life Saver’, a program of
the Sheriff ’s Department,
which helps track people
with Alzheimer’s and
other related situations.
She is also the local repre-
sentative for Refuge
House. For more informa-
tion about these two serv-
ices, contact her at
nbaughman@re fug e -
house.com or call 850-342-
3518.

Cetta Barnhart, rep-
resenting the Jefferson
County Farmers Alliance,
notes that her group hopes
to create revenue for farm-
ers by encouraging every-
one to purchase produce
from their local farmers.
For more information
about this projects contact
her at cettab@embarq-
mail.com. 

Dallas Garrett, with
the Jefferson County
Small Business Develop-
ment Program, has been
making himself  known
around town whenever
and wherever possible.
He’s been talking up his
program, which started
on April 20 of  this year. He
now has 51 clients, 30 new
businesses and 20 existing
business. He presented a
Business Incubator pro-
posal to the Board of
County Commissioners
recently and says there
are currently 42 empty
businesses in downtown
Monticello and all can be
filled with this program.
He currently has four
business plans out for
funding with over one mil-
lion in funding requested
and has located 14 funding

sources and will continue
to search for more.  Dallas
goes over the business
planning process and all
services are free.  For
more information or con-
cerns, contact him at 850-
997-2185 or 850-3693-3753.

Earlene Knight has
been attempting to organ-
ize a local parade to recog-
nize and honor our
Jefferson County veterans
on Saturday, November 10
at 11 a.m. Veteran’s Day is
November 11. She needs
help from businesses,
groups, organizations and
individuals to sponsor
floats in the parade. She is
also looking for people to
volunteer and to drive
some of  the veterans in
the parade. If  you want to
help to get this wonderful
tribute to our veterans off
the ground, contact her at
850-997-4820.   

The second annual
Youth Summit Training
will be held on Saturday,
September 15 from 1 to 5
p.m. at the Jefferson
County Health Depart-
ment Annex, located at
1175 West Washington
Street. The training em-
powers youth by teaching
public speaking and Pow-
erPoint presentations to
all Jefferson County youth
ages 11 to 18. All are wel-
come to attend, and it’s
free. Register in advance
to Tobacco Prevention
Specialist Chastity Mc-
Carthy at 850-342-
0170X2101.  

Learn how to main-
tain the local Tobacco
Free Jefferson Partner-
ship in Jefferson County
on Thursday, September

20 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the
Jefferson County Health
Department Annex. Learn
how to continue building
the tobacco prevention
foundation in Jefferson
County to protect our
youth. It’s free to all Jeffer-
son County community
members, youth ages 11 to
18 and adults. Register for
the meeting in advance to
Tobacco Prevention Spe-
cialist Chastity McCarthy
at 850-342-0170X2101.    

J-County SWAT Chap-
ter meetings are available
to Jefferson County youth
ages 11 to 18; and they are
free. SWAT is Florida’s
statewide youth organiza-
tion working to mobilize,
educate and equip Florida
youth to revolt against
and de-glamorize Big To-
bacco. They are a united
movement of  empowered
youth working towards a
tobacco free future. To-
gether, they can help to
stop the tobacco industry
and to save over 400, 000
people who die from to-
bacco use each year. To in-
quire on more
information to join the
movement, contact SWAT
Coordinator Chastity Mc-
Carthy at 850-342-
0170X2101. 

The second annual
‘Barktoberfest’ is sched-
uled for Saturday, October
20, same place as last year,
2123 East Washington
Street, at the location of
the new facility. Mark
your calendars for this fun
filled day; filled with the
Critter Crawl Duel-a-thon,
food and craft vendors,
Kid’s Zone, Lighted Ball
Drop, and live entertain-
ment. Sign up for your
booth today and support a
great cause; with special
pricing for non-profits.
Contact Teresa Kessler at
850-997-4540. 

Local businessman
Bob Davison/Edward
Jones Investments is to be
congratulated. Edward
Jones Investments, based
out of  Louisville, KY.,
ranked high in Florida
Trend’s Best Companies
to Work For in 2012. So,
CONGRATULATIONS
BOB!

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Antoine Malik Ander-
son, 25, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested Au-
gust 2 and charged with
fraud/failure to return
leased property. Bond was
set at $1,500 and he bonded
out of  jail the same day. 

William Eugene Rich,
45, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested August 23 and
charged with driving
under the influence. Bond
was set at $500 and he
bonded out of  jail the same
day. 

James G. Lilly, 54, of
Jefferson County, was ar-
rested August 23 and
charged with battery, do-
mestic and violation of
probation on the charge of
obstruction. Bond was
withheld and he remained
at the County Jail August
28. 

Fredrick Alexander,
33, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested August 24 and
charged with driving
under the influence. Bond
was set at $500 and he
bonded out of  jail the same
day. 

Judy Faris, 56, of  Jack-
sonville, FL, was arrested
August 24 and charged
with violation of  probation
on the charge of  grand
theft of  an automobile.
Bond was withheld and
she remained at the
County Jail August 28. 

Arthur Wayne Felix,
51, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested August 24 and
charged with driving
under the influence. Bond
was set at $500 and he
bonded out of  jail the fol-
lowing day. 

Alphonso Reed, 34, of
Monticello, was arrested
August 4 and charged with
failure to appear on the

charge of  battery. Bond
was set at $150 and he
bonded out of  jail the fol-
lowing day.

Christopher Bryant,
38, of  Monticello, was ar-
rested August 24 and
charged with resisting an
officer without violence.
Bond was se at $2,500 and
he remained at the County
Jail August 28. 

Jeremiah Genesis
Symank, 35, of  Jefferson
County, was arrested Au-
gust 25 and charged with
aggravated battery. Bond
was set at $5,000 and he
bonded out of  jail August
27. 

Kendall Lee Cooksey,
21, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested August 25 and
charged with disorderly in-
toxication. Bond was set at
$250 and he bonded out of
jail August 27. 

Mitchell Lamar Eure,
20, of  Jefferson County,
was arrested August 27 and
charged with felony bat-
tery, domestic. Bond was
set at $2,500 and he bonded
out of  jail the following
day. 

Anthony Rogers, 34, of
Tallahassee, was sentenced
in court August 27 to serve
24 months in the Florida
Department of  Correc-
tions (DOC) on the charges
of  possession of  a con-
trolled substance with in-
tent to sell and possession
of  drug paraphernalia. He
remained at the County
Jail August 28 awaiting
transport to the DOC Re-
ception Center.

Cedrick Cofield, 29, of
Monticello, was sentenced
in court August 27 to serve
one year and one day in the
Florida Department of
Corrections on the charges
of  felony fleeing and at-
tempting to elude and driv-
ing while license
suspended or revoked. He
remained at the County
Jail August 28 awaiting
transport to the Florida
DOC Reception Center. 
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On air conditioner:
Caution - Avoid dropping
air conditioner out of
window.

On blow dryer: Warn-
ing - Do not use while
sleeping.

On iron: Warning –
Never iron clothes on the
body.

On vacuum cleaner:
Warning – 1. Do not use to
pick up gasoline or flam-
mable liquids.  2. Do not
use to pick up anything
that is currently burning.

On life saving device:
Warning – This is NOT a
lifesaving device!!!

On can of  soda:
Warning – Contents
under pressure.  Cap may
blow off  causing eye or
other serious injury.
Point away from face and
people, especially when
opening.

On child-sized Super-
man costume: Warning –
Wearing this garment
does not enable you to fly.

On camera: Warning
– This camera will only
work when film is inside.

On video game in-
struction manual: Warn-
ing – Do not attempt to
stick head inside deck,
which may result in in-
jury.

On toilet cleaner:
Warning – Safe to use
around pets and children,

although it is not recom-
mended that either be
permitted to drink from
toilet.

On window cleaner:
Warning - Do not spray in
eyes.

On bar of  soap: Warn-
ing – Directions: Use like
regular soap.

On a hotel-provided
shower cap: Warning –
Fits one head.

On string of  Christ-
mas lights: Warning – For
indoor or outdoor use
only.

On a jar of  peanuts:
Warning – CONTAINS
NUTS.

On bottle of  shampoo:
Warning – Use repeatedly
for severe damage.

On a blanket: Warn-
ing - Not to be used as pro-
tection from a tornado.

On infant’s bathtub:
Warning – Do not throw
baby out with bath water.

On packet of  juggling
balls: Warning – This
product contains small
granules under three mil-
limeters.  Not suitable for
children under the age of
14 years in Europe or 8
years in the USA.

On can of  insect
spray: Warning – This
spray is harmful to bees.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Plans are underway,

and funds are being
raised, for the placement
of  an American flag and
flagpole in front of  the
Jefferson Senior Citizen
Center (JSCC,) to be
lighted 24/7 in memory
of  local US Marine Corps
Veteran Chester Cox.

At the base of  the
memorial flagpole there
will be a brass plaque
with his name, military
rank, and a listing of  all
the medals he received
whiles serving his coun-
try.

In his time, Cox
helped many families and

veterans in Jefferson
County. He served on the
JSCS Board of  Directors
for 25+ years and was a
longtime and active mem-
ber of  the American Le-
gion Otto Walker Post 49.

To make your gener-
ous donation to this spe-
cial project, contact the
JSCC at 850-342-0242 or
mail to: 1111 North Jeffer-
son Street, Monticello,
FL. 32344. 

The group would es-
pecially like to complete
its project by Veteran’s
Day on November 11,
2012.

Local resident Dave
FitzSimmons was more
stirred than most Ameri-
cans when he got the news
that Neil Armstrong had
died. That’s because
FitzSimmons had recently
met Dr. Armstrong and
had the privilege of  intro-
ducing him at a historic
gathering. The occasion
was the 100th Anniversary
of  the death of  Wilber
Wright, held on June 1,
2012. The place was the
gravesite of  Orville and
Wilbur Wright at Wood-
land Cemetery in Dayton,
Ohio. Here one great avia-
tor honored another.

FitzSimmons, for-
merly of  Dayton, was part
of  a citywide effort to
honor its adoptive son
Wilbur Wright. As the cen-
tennial of  Wright’s death
approached, the city’s avi-
ation and historical or-
ganizations began a
year-long commemoration
entitled ‘Wilbur Wright: A
Life of  Consequence’.
FitzSimmons, retired
President/CEO of  Wood-
land Cemetery, invited Dr.
Neil Armstrong to be the
guest speaker at the cele-
bration. All of  Dayton was
delighted when Dr. Arm-
strong accepted.

It was cold and windy
on June 1 in Dayton… an
unfortunate combo that
prevented the scheduled
flyovers of  the Wright B
Flyer accompanied by a
group of  Waco biplanes
flying in a missing man
formation. But the
weather did not deter the
250+ people who came out
to honor the pioneer avia-
tors. This group also in-
cluded two Wright family
members, Amanda Wright
Lane and Stephen Wright
who paid respects to their
great-grand uncles Wilbur
and Orville.

In a speech entitled
‘Paragon Lost’, Dr. Neil
Armstrong recounted
Wilbur’s last days and
praised the brothers for
their “invariable success
achieving what the most
highly educated aeronau-
tical experts had been un-
able to do”. This was not
Dr. Armstrong’s first visit

to Woodland Cemetery
and Arboretum. In 2003
Woodland hosted a cele-
bration honoring the 100th

Anniversary of  Flight in
which Senator John Glen
and Neil Armstrong were
in attendance.

June 1, 2012 was an
extra special day for Dave
FitzSimmons. Not only
did he coordinate the
events that culminated at
Woodland Cemetery and
introduce Dr. Neil Arm-
strong, he was presented
with ‘a piece of  history’ as
a retirement gift from
Amanda Wright Lane and
the Aviation commu-
nity. At a reception follow-
ing the celebration at the
Wright family homestead
(Hawthorne Hill) Amanda
presented FitzSimmons
with a framed piece of  fab-
ric from the original plane
that flew at Kitty Hawk in
1903. 

The inscription says,
“When Orville Wright pre-
pared the 1903 Wright
Flyer for public exhibition
in 1928, he replaced the
original fabric because it

had been damaged by sub-
mersion in flood waters in
1913. He covered the flying
surfaces with new fabric
of  identical material.
After Orville’s death in
1948, his executors found
some of  the original wing
coverings carefully pre-
served and labeled in his
laboratory at 15 North
Broadway in Dayton,
Ohio. This piece of  fabric
is from the section that
covered the lower left
wing of  the first Wright
aeroplane on December
17, 1903. On that day, at
Kitty Hawk, North Car-
olina, Wilbur and Orville
Wright made the world’s
first free, controlled and
sustained flights in a
power-driven heavier-
than-air flying machine.”
Stephen Wright and
Amanda Wright Lane
signed the framed piece.

FitzSimmons retired
from Woodland Cemetery
and Arboretum on June 25
and has relocated to Mon-
ticello. He is married to
the former Katrina
Guerry.
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GATEWAY
C INEMA 7

15023 Hwy. 19 South
Thomasville, Georgia

229-226-6060
MOVIE TIMES

ARE GOOD THRU
Dates of 

August 31 - September 6
Bourne Legacy ( PG13)

Friday-9:45
Sat-Sun- 9:45
Monday-7:45
Tue-Thurs-7:45

The Possession (PG13)
Friday-5:00•7:15•9:30

Sat-Sun-2:45•5:00•7:15•9:30
Monday-2:45•5:00•7:15
Tue-Thurs-5:00•7:15

NO PASSES

Lawless (R)
Friday-4:30•7:00•9:30

Sat-Sun-2:00•4:30•7:00•9:30
Monday-2:00•4:30•7:00
Tue-Thurs-4:30•7:00

NO PASSES

Expendables 2 (R)
Friday-4:45•7:15•9:45

Saturday-2:15•4:45•7:15•9:45
Sunday-2:15•4:45•7:15
Mon-Thurs-4:45•7:15

Hit & Run (R)
Friday-7:30•9:45
Sat-Sun-7:30•9:45
monday-7:30
Tue-Thurs-7:30
NO PASSES

Paranorman (PG)
Sat-Sun-3:00
NO PASSES

Odd Life Of Timothy Green
(PG)

Friday-4:30•7:00•9:30
Sat-Sun-2:00•4:30•7:00•9:30
Monday-2:00•4:30•7:00
Tue-Thurs-4:30•7:00

NO PASSES

Paranorman 3D (PG)
Friday-5:15
Sat-Sun-5:15
Monday-5:15
Tue-Thurs-5:15
NO PASSES

Oogieloves (G)
Friday-5:45•7:45

Sat-Sun- 1:45•3:45•5:45•7:45
Monday-1:45•3:45•5:45

Tue-Thurs-5:45
NO PASSES

Hope Springs ( PG13)
Friday-4:45•7:00•9:15

Sat-Sun- 2:30•4:45•7:00•9:15
Monday-2:30•4:45•7:00
Tue-Thurs-4:45•7:00

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Wed. or Fri.

between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Local Resident Introduced Dr. Neil Armstrong�

Dr. Neil Armstrong and Dave FitzSimmons at the
gravesite of Orville and Wilbur Wright at Woodland
Cemetery in Dayton, Ohio.  

Dave FitzSimmons receives a piece of history, as a
retirement gift from Amanda Wright Lane and the Avia-
tion community, a framed piece of fabric from the original
plane that flew at Kitty Hawk in 1903.

CORRECTION: 
The Monticello News

regrets that it erred in
putting the wrong photos
with the Nan Liu Exhibit
At The Arts article on Au-
gust 29. The following ar-
ticle and above photo are
correct:

The Jefferson Arts
Gallery will host an open-
ing reception for the Nan
Liu Exhibit from 2 to 4
p.m. on Saturday, Septem-
ber 1. This Artist Exhibit

is open for public viewing
on Wednesdays and Satur-
days and will run through
the month of  September.

The Gallery is open
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
575 West Washington
Street in downtown Mon-
ticello. For more informa-
tion about The Arts or
about its fall art classes
for children and adults,
call 850-997-3311 or go to
i n f o@ j e f f e r s o n a r t s -
gallery.com or www.jeffer-
sonartsgallery.com.

Nan Liu Exhibit At The Arts

A Flag In Honor Of Chester Cox

Chester Cox

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Monticello Scar-
let O’Hatters of  the Red
Hat Society will meet at
11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
September 8 in the Winn
Dixie parking area, near
the Pizza Hut. The group
will carpool together, at
11:15 a.m. sharp, on a
‘Mystery Trip,’ in town. 

Ladies are to be
dressed for a ‘Western’
themed luncheon and
program. Come in blue-
jeans, fancy belt buckles,

cowboy boots and such.
The day will be casual
and will take place out-
doors but under shelter;
rain or shine.

The Red Hats usually
meet on the second Satur-

day of  the month at a lo-
cation of  their choosing
for a luncheon meal; for a
fabulous time of  fun and
friendship. For more in-
formation about this
month’s meeting contact
Hostess Fran Black at
850-997-1711. For more in-
formation about the Red
Hat Society contact
Queen Mum Pat Mu-
chowski at 850-997-0688 or
Mary Cremeans at 850-
997-3153.

Load em up… and
move em out… and don’t
be late!

Red Hats Go Western

Dumbest Product Warnings



DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Monticello Kiwanis
were privy to an excellent
program presentation on
Wednesday, August 22
from Taylor Technical In-
stitute (TTI.)

Jim Brannen, direc-
tor of  the institute, talked
about the vocational pro-
grams and job placement
availability. Through
Workforce, TTI is able to
offer free enrollment to
high school students, in-
cluding those in Jefferson
County, for a wide variety
of  vocational programs.  

Brittany McClellan, a
local cosmetologist and
graduate of  TTI, accompa-
nied Brannen. She spoke
of  her training and subse-
quent career as an entre-
preneur in Jefferson
County. Her salon/barber

business s located at 247
North Jefferson Street,

next to the post office and
Wag the Dog Too.

The Opera
House Stage Com-
pany will open the
Monticello Opera
House season with
Agatha Christie’s
‘The Mousetrap’ on
Friday and Satur-
day, September 14,
15, 21, 22, 28 and 29,
with a matinee on Sunday,
September 23.

Widely considered to
be Christie’s best mystery,
The Mousetrap is set in a
guesthouse filled with
refugees from a blinding
snowstorm. Past lives are
unveiled, false identities
unmasked; and a tragedy
from long ago reaches out
to threaten the lives of  the
guests at Monkswell
Manor. Currently in its
60th consecutive year on
the London stage, The
Mousetrap is sure to pro-
vide a shocking, enter-
taining and memorable
evening.

Pre-Show dinner is
available by reserving no
later than 5:00 p.m. on
Wednesday the week
of  the show. Carrie Ann &
Company Custom Cater-
ing will provide a scrump-

tious fare as always.
Fridays and Satur-

days doors open at 6:30
p.m. for dinner served at
7:00 p.m. and the show be-
gins at 8:00 p.m. Sunday,
September 23 doors open
at 12:30 p.m. for lunch
served at 1:00 p.m. with
the show following at 2:00
p.m. Reservations are re-
quired by 5:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays for pre-show
dinner and lunch.  

The cost of  dinner or
lunch and the show is $35;
the cost for MOH mem-
bers is $30. Show only
tickets are $15; MOH
members $12. Discounts
are also available for
groups of  20 or more for
either dinner/show or
show only.

Contact the Monti-
cello Opera House office
at 850-997-4242 for more
questions.

BRYANT THIGPEN
ECB Publishing

“I’m 84 years old, so
I’ve seen a lot of  changes,”
Marceline Hamilton told
this reporter in a phone
interview, and indeed, she
was right. Marceline was
born in Jefferson County
in 1928 on Highway 19
south, and has encoun-
tered the many changes
that have occurred over
time. 

Pecans anyone? “I re-
member when there was a
pecan house in Monti-
cello,” she recalled.
“There were some ladies
in there who used to work
and would crack, shell
and package pecans. In
fact, it would be so hot in
that house that you could
feel the heat from the out-
side.” 

“Head’s drugstore
was at the northeast cor-
ner of  where the county
parking lot is now,” she
continued. “One would
think that back in the day
of  the early 1900’s that
there wouldn’t be much to
offer a small town, but in
Jefferson County, there
was a lot. We had five gro-
cery stores,” Marceline
laughed.

Marceline shared that
people would come into
town on Saturdays to do
their shopping. She noted
that when they came into
Monticello, they would
park their horse and
wagon where the water
tower now stands. “We
would go shopping at Pig-
gly Wiggly, Johnson’s
store, the Kelly’s grocery
store, Mr. Harris’ store, or
Shuman’s grocery store.”

Today, American’s are
faced with the never-end-
ing price increases of
goods, from groceries to
gas. “I remember gas was-
n’t but 20 cents a gallon.

My dad would go to the
station and get five gal-
lons of  gas for a dollar.”
While gas was quite cheap
back in the day, Marceline
expressed that not every-
body had a car. “My mom
said a doctor was the first
person to have a car in Jef-
ferson County. Our family
always had a car, but not
every family had one.”

Gas prices weren’t the
only things cheap back
then. “We could go to Mr.
Jones’ candy store and
buy candy for a penny. In
fact, we used to call him
Penny Jones because you
could go in there and buy
candy for a penny. And if
you had a nickel, you
could get a big bag full of
candy,” she laughed.

“Back then, a loaf  of
bread was a dime. Today
it’s three dollars,” Marce-
line said. “It didn’t cost us
a lot of  money to have fun,
either. Kids back then did-
n’t need computers to
have fun,” she said with a
little laugh in her voice.
“We would ride bikes, or
ride our skates. Churches
would have different
events for the kids like
bonfires and weenie
roasts. Or we could even
go to the theatre and
watch a movie.”

In downtown Monti-
cello there was a theatre
that was situated where

Edward Jones Investment
office is now located. “My
family was there the night
that the theatre burned
down. As we were exiting
the building, I can remem-
ber looking back and
watching the balcony
crash to the ground on
fire. After this tragedy
struck Jefferson County,
parents and children
could go upstairs where
the Monticello Opry Hall
is to watch movies. At one
time, there were three dif-
ferent things in that one
building.”

“In the building of
the opry hall was also the
post office and A&P gro-
cery store at one time,”
she stated. “Another thing
that people might not real-
ize was that Mr. Wilkins
had a furniture store on
the same street as the gro-
cery stores. In the front of
his store, he sold floor cov-
ering and furniture. But
in the back of  the store
was where he had his fu-
neral home and he em-
balmed bodies.

One of  the things that
Marceline pointed out to
this writer was the way
people traveled back then.
“Some roads were paved,”
she said about the roads
in Monticello. “Highway
19 was paved in Florida,
but when you got to the
Georgia line, it turned
into a dirt road. So if  it
was raining, you didn’t
plan on going to
Thomasville [Georgia] or
you would wind up in a
ditch,” she said laughing.
“There were clay hills and
so the cars would go slid-
ing.”
So it’s evident a lot of
things have changed since
back then. And over the
next 80 years, there’s a
whole lot more changes to
come. 

August 31
Chamber Ribbon Cutting at
Vintage Treasures Friday
at 9:30 a.m. Meet owner
Pam Willis and learn about
the good works she and oth-
ers are doing with their
‘catch and release’ pro-
gram, to lessen the stray cat
population in Monticello.
Shop and support a worthy
cause.

August 31
Rotary meets at 12 p.m. on
Friday at the First Presby-
terian Church, in the fel-
lowship hall, for lunch and
a meeting with a program
and speaker. Contact John
Lilly at 850-342-0187 for
more information. 

August 31
Monticello Jamboree Band
will perform music for
dancing at 7 p.m. every Fri-
day evening at 625 South
Water Street, in the old
JCHS gym. There will be
doorprizes, cold soft drinks
and snacks. Everyone is
welcome to come dance, lis-
ten to some of  the finest
music and just enjoy the
fun and camaraderie with
neighbors and friends. This
is a nonprofit charitable or-
ganization. For questions
or concerns contact Curtis
Morgan at 850-933-8136 or
Bobby Connell at 850-445-
0049. 

August 31–September 2
Graham Scurry Family Re-
union gathering on Friday
at 7 p.m. at 438 West Bre-
vard Street, Tallahassee.
Saturday a picnic begin-
ning at 11 a.m. at 7121
Coastal Highway, Craw-

fordville. Sunday a worship
service at 11 a.m. at the
New Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church in Lloyd on
Highway 59; Rev. E. Lynn,
pastor. For additional infor-
mation contact Nathan
Thomas at 850-445-2123 or
Daisy Gardner at 850-997-
4992.

September 1
Jefferson Arts will host an
opening reception for the
Nan Liu Exhibit from 2 to 4
p.m. on Saturday. This
Artist Exhibit is open for
public viewing through the
month of  September. The
Gallery is open from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at 575 West Wash-
ington Street in downtown
Monticello. For more infor-
mation about The Arts or
about its fall art classes for
children and adults, call
850-997-3311 or go to
info@jeffersonartsgallery.
com or www.jeffersonarts
gallery.com.

September 1
Dixie Community Center is
open on Saturday nights for
an evening of  music and
dance with live local band
‘Half-N-Half  Four’ from 7 to
10 p.m. Refreshments and
good fellowship are avail-
able during intermission.
For more information con-
tact Kenneth Price at 1-229-
263-7231. DCC is a nonprofit
organization.

September 2
VFW Post 251 meets 5 p.m.
on the first Sunday of  each
month at the Learning Cen-
ter on Marvin Street for a
meeting. Contact Com-
mander Ned Hill at 850-339-

5524 for more information.
September 3

VFW Ladies Auxiliary Post
251 meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
first Monday of  each
month at Memorial MB
Church. Contact President
Mary Madison at 850-210-
7090 for more information.

September 3
Sons Of  The American Le-
gion (SAL) meetings are
held at 6:30 p.m. on the first
Monday of  each month in
the Otto Walker Post 49 on
South Water Street in Mon-
ticello. For more informa-
tion contact District III
Commander Buddy West-
brook at 850-997-2973.

September 3
Big Bend Hospice Adult
Grief  Support meets from
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on the first
Monday of  each month at
the BBH Counseling & Re-
source Center, 1723 Mahan
Center Boulevard in Talla-
hassee. This is a group set-
ting for anyone who has
experienced miscarriage,
stillbirth or the death of  a
child two years of  age or
younger. These sessions are
free of  charge and provide
a safe environment for edu-
cation, support and com-
passion. To register, or for
more information regard-
ing other services offered
by BBH, contact Bereave-
ment Services at 850-878-
5310 or 800-772-5862 or
www.bigbendhospice. org.

September 3
MainStreet of  Monticello,
Florida Board Meeting is
held at 5 p.m. on the first
Monday of  every month at
the Cherry Street Com-
mons on South Cherry
Street. Contact Margie
Stern at 850-210-4097 for
more information. For
more information about
the third Monday Main
Street Speaker Series con-
tact Anne Holt at 850-997-
5110 or ahholt@ahholt.com
Come to hear about up-
dates and projects
that MainStreet has been
working on.

September 3
Al-Anon meetings are held
at 8 p.m. every Monday at
the Anglican Church, 124
Jefferson Avenue in
Thomasville. For more in-
formation go to www.al-
anon.alateen.org

September 3
AA women’s meetings are
held on Mondays at 6:45
p.m.; AA meetings follow at
8 p.m., at the Christ Episco-
pal Church Annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information, call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

September 4
AA classes are held every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. for those
seeking help. The classes
are held at the Harvest
Christian Center, 1599
Springhollow Road. Con-
tact Marvin Graham, pas-
tor, at 850-212-7669 for more
information.
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TTI Program Very Informative

Jim Brannen and Brittany McClellan present TTI pro-
gram to Monticello Kiwanis on August 22, 2012
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August 31
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick and
a special scripture message
every Friday at 7:30 p.m.
The Tent is located at 295
West Palmer Mill in Monti-
cello.

September 1
C.H. Henry Chapter #20
Order of  Eastern Star, PHA
will host a ‘Fish Fry
fundraiser Saturday begin-
ning at 10 a.m. until all the
fresh mullet and tilapia fish
is gone. Come and enjoy
fish sandwiches and fish
dinners to be sold at the
Monticello News parking
lot.  

September 1
Memorial Missionary Bap-
tist Church will host a
Prayer Breakfast at 9 a.m.
on Saturday. Speaker will
be Evangelist Elaine Rack-
ley of  Tallahassee. For
more information, contact
Rev. Joretha Sloan at 850-
997-2705. Rev. JB Duval, pas-
tor. 

September 2
Union Branch Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate Dual Day on Sunday
at 11 a.m. For more infor-
mation, contact Sister Beat-
rice Lynn at 850-878-9585.
Rev. Terry Presley Sr., pas-
tor.

September 5
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach, serv-
ing the community on the
first and third Wednesday
of  each month from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are al-
ways welcome to distribute
food items and to donate
non-perishable food items.
Call and leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-997-
2252 or go to eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.co
m or www.firstpresbyteri-
anmonticello.org.

September 6
Bible Study is held at 7 p.m.
every Thursday at the
Lloyd Woman’s Club. Join
with Elder Linda D. Ross
for an evening of  Christian
faith. For more information
contact her at 850-322-3424.

September 6 
Business Community
Prayer Breakfast will be
held at 7 a.m. on the first
Thursday. Come and bring
a friend. Bring a non-per-
ishable food item for the
community food
pantry. Serving begins at
6:45 a.m. in the fellowship
hall of  the First United
Methodist Church, followed
by music and humor by
Carroll Lamb. The podium
will then be offered to the
speaker and will conclude
at 8 a.m. If  you have names
for the prayer list, email
them to Coordinator L.
Gary Wright at
lgwright39@embarqmail.c
om or call 850-997-5705 or
850-933-5567 for more infor-
mation. This fellowship
and promotion of  Christian
values is a non-denomina-
tional group, and it contin-
ues because of  your
participation. 

September 8
StoryTime Ministry is held
from 1 to 2 p.m. every other
Saturday at the Jefferson
County Bailar Public Li-
brary. For more informa-
tion contact First United
Methodist Church Ministry
Chairman Barbara Hobbs
at 850-523-1813.

SMILE!

Its Friday!!!

CHURCH NEWS NOTES

Church & Religion 

Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535
Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured

Stewart Heating
& Cooling

MONTICELLO’S ONLY LOCAL 
HEATING & COOLING COMPANY

Fair Friendly Service
FAMILY OWNED

Office: 850-342-3294 
Cell 850-509-0306Lic. #RA0067121

850-997-0877   850-509-1465

G l e n d a  o r  B o b b i e   a t  
8 5 0 - 9 9 7- 3 5 6 8

For Any of Your 
Advertisement Needs

850-948-3372
WE INSTALL METAL ROOFS

Herndon
Trucking

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways
Raymond Herndon

office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

YYoouurr  llooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  LLiissttiinnggss

TOWN & COUNTRY
TACK & RESALE SHOP

Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

Glenda or Jon

Licensed & Insured • Owner Leo Russell/ Wallace Russell

Wash...$10
Wash/Vac...$25
Interior Cleaning...$40
Wax...$25

Engine Cleaning...$20
Under Coating...$25
Touch Ups...$10
Rim Polishing...$50

Leo:850-322-9002
Cell:850-210-8159

Trucks, Boats,
RV’s,Vans, SUV’s,

Cars, Mobile Homes,
Semi-Trucks

Pressure Washing: Homes, Parking Lots, Driveways, etc.
We Will Come To You

MEDICARE PLANS
AFFORDABLE COVERAGE
TO SAVE YOU MONEY

TOP QUALITY COMPANY
TUCKER LIFE-HEALTH INSURANCE, INC.
RATED A+ BY BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

Ross E. Tucker, Agent since 1981
Chartered Life Underwriter
Registered Health Underwriter
850-570-9734
800-226-7005
www.tuckerlifehealth.com

G l e n d a  o r  J o n
a t  8 5 0 - 9 9 7- 3 5 6 8

For Any of Your 
Advertisement Needs

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Holy Ghost Re-
vival Center family,
friends and Pastor Regi-
nald Bennett plan to
march in their new
church sanctuary at 3 p.m.
on Sunday, September 2.
Rev. Herbert Thomas and
his Welaunee Missionary
Baptist Church congrega-
tion will be guests to this
‘Dedication Service’.

The community is in-
vited to attend this special
and glorious celebration
of  faith and thanksgiving;
for if  it were not for the
love and generous support
of  the community after
the untimely death of
their pastor and the de-
struction of  their church,
the Holy Ghost Revival
Center would not be as far
along as it is.

Rev. Bennett and the

HGRC family wish to ex-
press thanks especially to
Riley Palmer and his Con-
struction Company, to
Dean Jerger and to all the
volunteers for their labor
and love in the repairs of
the church roof  and other
needed repairs.

Thank you also to Pas-
tor Herbert Thomas and
the Welaunee MB Church
family for the use of  their
church and facilities dur-
ing their time of  loss and
grief.

“A great God bless you
to everyone who con-
tributed to us in one way
or another during our
need,” says Rev. Bennett
and the HGRC family.

HGRC is located at
8967 Old Lloyd Road in
Lloyd. For more informa-
tion, contact Min. Annette
Benjamin at 850-524-9356
or Pastor Bennett at 850-
408-1143.

Marching At HGRC

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, July 27, 2012. 

The United Way of  the
Big Bend kicked-off  its
2012/2013 Annual Commu-
nity Campaign along with
hundreds of  volunteers,
advocates and supporters
on Thursday morning, Au-
gust 30.

All were invited to
come enjoy the excitement
of  this year’s ‘ELECT
UNITED’ kickoff  pro-
gram, launching its plat-
form in building support
for the annual community
campaign.

Those in attendance
to this celebration at the
Tallahassee-Leon County
Civic Center included 2012
UWBB Campaign Chair
Ron Sachs, UWBB Presi-
dent/CEO Heather R.
Mitchell, UWBB Vice Pres-
ident of  Resource Develop-
ment Sarah Deeb,
Municipal Code Corpora-
tion/Former UWBB Cam-
paign Chair Lawton
Langford, UWBB Board
Chair Mark O’Bryant,
Capital City Bank/Power
of  the Purse Chair Brooke
Hallock, Atkins, Young
Philanthropists Circle
Chair Nikita Graham,
CHP/Leadership Giving

Chair John Hogan, hun-
dreds of  local people and
delegates from around the
Big Bend, UWBB Board
members, certified agency
partners, community lead-
ers and staff  and Cam-
paign Leadership Teams.

After the kickoff  an-
nouncement of  the 2012-
2013 UWBB Community
Campaign goal there were
interviews, videos and
photo opportunities with
key community leaders
and volunteers.

The United Way of  the
Big Bend Annual Commu-
nity Campaign has in-
vested over $128 million
into our community since
its inception in 1943, pro-
viding support and help to
those in need throughout
the Big Bend. Past cam-
paign chairs have in-
cluded noted names such
as George Lewis, Doak
Campbell, Governor Leroy
Collins, Blair Stone, Duby
Ausley, Carrol Dadisman,
Dan Kleman, Sandy
D’Alemberte, Anna John-
son, Mayor John Marks,
Susie Busch-Transou, Sen-
ator Bill Montford and
Mark O’Bryant.

UWBB 70th Community Campaign Kickoff



6 •  Jefferson County Journal  Friday, August 31, 2012online.ecbpublishing.com

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

CHILDREN’S DRESSES-
white long dresses/gowns size
3,4,7,8, $50. White long gown
size 16, $100. Also gorgeous
lime green dress w/sequins, teen
size 14, $300. Call 850-973-3497
leave message.          2/23, tfn, nc.

For Sale Help
Wanted For Rent

1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE. Eld-
erly, Disabled and Handicapped
persons  with or without chil-
dren. Must meet income require-
ments.  850-997-5321

11/23, tfn, c.

1 BR PARK MODEL UNIT
furnished. 3BR/2BA trailer. No
calls before 9:30 am or after 6
pm  997-1638        3/28, tfn, c.

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services
Real Estate

LAWN VACUUM - Brinkley
LVS-33BHK PolyVac System
with 9HP Briggs & Straton En-
gine, and John Deere
BM21513/10P Utility Cart
$850.  OBO. Call 997-0901

7/6, tfn, nc.

NORTH CAROLINA
"DOROTHY" CUSTOM
MADE CURTAINS, 85" x 95"
paid $800, asking best offer. Call
850-997-1754        7/20, tfn, nc.

2001 CLUB CAR GOLF
CART, 48 volt Batteries, Lights
(front & back), Full cover.  Ask-
ing $1,400., OBO.  Call 850-
408-4713                  7/27,tfn,nc

HOME FOR SALE by Owner
at 645 Robin Rd. in Lloyd Acres
3BR/ 2full baths on 2.42 acres.
Stand of 50 yr. old pine. Work-
shop, private well.  $68,000.
850-294-5014 or 545-0679   

8/3 -31, pd.

TUPPERWARE &  STANLEY
HOME PRODUCTS -  WATKINS
PRODUCTS & FLAVORINGS,
TIDINGS OF LOVE JEWELRY -
CUSTOM KNIVES.  Call 850-997-
3339                                    8/10 tfn,c

LOOKING FOR MECHANIC to
work on Semi trucks. Most of
work includes changing tires, alter-
nators, brakes, and light mechani-
cal work. Must have clean valid
drivers license.  Call 210-7000

8/17-31,c

RANCH STYLE HOME, very
clean, efficient AC/Heating unit,
3 bedrooms, 2 bath, large yard,
nice neighborhood.  $750.
month plus deposit.  Call 850-
997-3780                8/17, 31, pd

MANAGER OF ENGINEER-
ING Tri-County Electric Cooper-
ative, Inc. has an opening for a
full-time Manager of Engineer-
ing in our Madison Office. The
candidate is required to have a
Bachelor Degree in Electrical
Engineering (BSEE) from an
ABET accredited curriculum.
Five or more years of responsible
electric utility experience is pre-
ferred, as well as strong supervi-
sory experience.
The candidate must also have ex-
cellent problem solving skills and
be able to effectively plan,
design, prepare and organize
technical projects and new organ-
ization initiatives.
The Cooperative offers competi-
tive salary and benefits. Tri-
County is an EOE and DFWP.
Please send resume and com-
pleted Tri-County Employment
Application Form, which is avail-
able at any TCEC office or online
at www.tcec.com, before Sep-
tember 17 to: Stephanie Carroll
scarroll@tcec.com Tri-County
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 2862
West US 90 Madison, FL 32340.

8/22 - 31, c.

FIELD CORN  WHOLE
EARS dried 70 lb. Bushels. Ex-
cellent livestock and wildlife
feed.  $8.00 Bulk or $9.00 Bag.
Call 997-2791            8/22-31,pd

5PC.WICKER SET $150 New
Futon $50. 363-9257.     8/31, pd.

HOME FOR RENT at 2181
Government Farms Rd.  Call
850-997-5012            8/15,tfn,c

2BR/1BA MOBILE HOME &
3BR/2BA  Double wide Mobile
Home in Aucilla area.  Call 850-544-
0847                                  8/22-31, pd

LAND FOR SALE BY
OWNER, 21 Acres House and
well, Plantation Style, Pines,
Good Pasture for horses.  Owner
Financing.  Call 850-997-5012

8/15,tfn,c

EGGS FOR SALE Farm
fresh, $3/ dozen. Call Debbie or
Lois at 850-997-3505. 

8/22,tfn, nc

Yard Sale
YARD SALE Moving/ Down
Sizing / Retirement  Fri. Aug.
31- Sat. Sept. 1,  8 am to 2 pm
at 2247 Waukeenah Hwy. Mon-
ticello.          8/24,29,31,pd

Lost and Found
LOST 14 year old male Chi-
huahua. Brown, “Eddie” has
health problems. Last seen on
Hwy 90 and Joe Rd. Please call
997-9977.                       8/31, nc.

Announcements

HUGE DISCOUNTS when
you buy 2 types of advertising!
120 community newspapers, 32
websites, 26 daily newspapers.
Call now to diversify your ad-
vertising with Advertising Net-
works of Florida
(866)742-1373

SENIOR CITIzENS now en-
titled to statewide program for
FREE easy-to-use mobile
phone with emergency medical
alert feature, large buttons/dis-
play, no confusing features
(800)416-0559

Auctions

LIQUIDATION SALE &
Public Auction--The Fly Fisher-
man. 1114 S Washington
Ave,Titusville, FL. World
Renowned Store Closing. Liq-
uidation - Sept 8 thru Sept 14,
Auction - Sept 15. Visit website
for photos & details. No
Buyer's Premium. Building For
Lease or Sale.
www.soldfor.com AB# 9 Cliff
Shuler AU#14. Auctioneers &
Liquidators, Inc. SS Real Estate
Auctioneers

Education

MEDICAL OFFICE
TRAINEES NEEDED! Be-
come a Medical Office Assis-
tant at SC Train!! No
Experience needed! Online
training gets you job ready! HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet
needed! (888)374-7294

Help Wanted

DRIVERS - Refrigerated and
Dry Van freight. Flexible home-
time. Annual Salary $45K to
$60K. Quarterly Bonus. CDL-
A, 3 months current OTR exp.
(800)414-9569 www.dri-
veknight.com

ATTN: DRIVERS Apply
Now, 12 Drivers Needed Top
5% Pay. 58 Yrs Stability New
KW Conventionals. Need CDL
Class A Driving Exp (877)258-
8782

EXPERIENCED OTR
Flatbed Drivers earn 50 up to
55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on

to qualified drivers. Home most
weekends. Call: (843)266-3731
/ www.bulldoghiway.com. EOE

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport!
Earn $700 per week! No expe-
rience needed! Local CDL
Training. Job ready in 15 days!
(888)368-1964

Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid
if qualified - Housing available
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance (866)314-3769

MEDICAL CAREERS
BEGIN HERE - GET
TRAINED IN MONTHS, NOT
YEARS. FINANCIAL AID IF
QUALIFIED. HOUSING
AVAILABLE. JOB PLACE-
MENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
CENTURA INSTITUTE
(877)206-6559

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here -- Train ONLINE for Al-
lied Health and Medical Man-
agement. Job placement
assistance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call 888-
203-3179 www.CenturaOn-

line.com

SURROGATE MOMS
NEEDED! Most generous
compensation and benefits pro-
grams offered anywhere, start-
ing at $25,000. Healthy,
non-smoking, 21-39, prior birth
without complications, no crim-
inal background. Confidential,
compassionate services. Rea-
sonable expenses will be paid.
OpenArmsConsultants.com
OTR Drivers Wanted

DRIVERS/ CLASS A
FLATBED. GET HOME
WEEKENDS!  Up to 39/mi,
Late model equipment & Big
Miles! 1 year OTR Flatbed ex-
perience, (800)572-5489 x227,
SunBelt Transport

Satellite TV

SAVE OVER $800 WHEN
YOU SWITCH TO DISH.
Promotional prices start at
$19.99 a month. Call Today
and ask about Next Day Instal-
lation. (800)296-5653

Services

DIVORCE with or without
children $99.00. Includes name
change and property settlement
agreement. SAVE hundreds.
Fast and easy. Call (888)733-
7165, 24/7

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA
a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

42" ROUND WOOD TABLE
w/4 chairs, 2 wood end tables,
microwave stand, 2 drawer desk.
Call 997-6603 or 228-9975   

8/29, 31, pd

APPLIANCE REPAIR   
Moonlighting from

4pm -until. 
Call 850-342-4041 

8/29-9/19,pd

IMPORTANT, KEY found at
New Monticello dump site.
Call 545-3926         8/29,31, nc

FOR RENT 3BR/1 BA Remod-
eled Home on 1 acre. Available
Sept. 1st. Monticello area. First
and last months rent. $600/mo.
850-321-2263               8/29, 31,c

GREAT PYRANEES PUP-
PIES Proven livestock
guardians. 1 male, 3 females.
Working farm dogs.(386)-364-
6450.                         8/29, 31, pd

M E R C H A N D I S E R S
NEEDED to service local
stores.  Retail experience pre-
ferred.  Position is as an Inde-
pentent Contractor.  Contact
Larry Taylor @ 540-778-2919
or ltaylor@sparinc.com       

8/31,9/5,pd

NEW BUSINESS with heavy
customer walk-ins, looking for a
licensed cosmotologist or bar-
ber.  All products, chair & work
station provided.  Only require-
ments is basic cutting tools and
license.  Commission pay, open
hours.  Call  850-997-0700
8/31,tfn,c
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Legals 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

TO BE VOTED ON NOVEMBER 6, 2012

NOTICE OF ELECTION

I, Kenneth W. Detzner, Secretary of State of the State of Florida,

do hereby give notice that an election will be held in each county

in Florida, on November 6, 2012, for the ratification or rejection

of proposed revisions to the constitution of the State of Florida.

NO. 1

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE I, SECTION 28

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: HEALTH CARE SERVICES.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution

to prohibit laws or rules from compelling any person or employer to

purchase, obtain, or otherwise provide for health care coverage; permit

a person or an employer to purchase lawful health care services di-

rectly from a health care provider; permit a health care provider to ac-

cept direct payment from a person or an employer for lawful health

care services; exempt persons, employers, and health care providers

from penalties and taxes for paying directly or accepting direct pay-

ment for lawful health care services; and prohibit laws or rules from

abolishing the private market for health care coverage of any lawful

health care service. Specifies that the amendment does not affect

which health care services a health care provider is required to per-

form or provide; affect which health care services are permitted by

law; prohibit care provided pursuant to general law relating to work-

ers’ compensation; affect laws or rules in effect as of March 1, 2010;

affect the terms or conditions of any health care system to the extent

that those terms and conditions do not have the effect of punishing a

person or an employer for paying directly for lawful health care serv-

ices or a health care provider for accepting direct payment from a per-

son or an employer for lawful health care services; or affect any

general law passed by two-thirds vote of the membership of each

house of the Legislature, passed after the effective date of the amend-

ment, provided such law states with specificity the public necessity

justifying the exceptions from the provisions of the amendment. The

amendment expressly provides that it may not be construed to prohibit

negotiated provisions in insurance contracts, network agreements, or

other provider agreements contractually limiting copayments, coin-

surance, deductibles, or other patient charges.

Full Text: 

ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 28. Health care services.— 

(a) To preserve the freedom of all residents of the state to

provide for their own health care:

(1) A law or rule may not compel, directly or indirectly, any

person or employer to purchase, obtain, or otherwise provide for

health care coverage.

(2) A person or an employer may pay directly for lawful

health care services and may not be required to pay penalties or taxes

for paying directly for lawful health care services. A health care

provider may accept direct payment for lawful health care services

and may not be required to pay penalties or taxes for accepting direct

payment from a person or an employer for lawful health care serv-

ices.

(b) The private market for health care coverage of any law-

ful health care service may not be abolished by law or rule. 

(c) This section does not: 

(1) Affect which health care services a health care provider

is required to perform or provide. 

(2) Affect which health care services are permitted by law. 

(3) Prohibit care provided pursuant to general law relating

to workers’ compensation.

(4) Affect laws or rules in effect as of March 1, 2010.

(5) Affect the terms or conditions of any health care system

to the extent that those terms and conditions do not have the effect of

punishing a person or an employer for paying directly for lawful

health care services or a health care provider for accepting direct pay-

ment from a person or an employer for lawful health care services,

except that this section may not be construed to prohibit any negoti-

ated provision in any insurance contract, network agreement, or other

provider agreement contractually limiting copayments, coinsurance,

deductibles, or other patient charges. 

(6) Affect any general law passed by a two-thirds vote of

the membership of each house of the legislature after the effective

date of this section, if the law states with specificity the public neces-

sity that justifies an exception from this section.

(d) As used in this section, the term:

(1) “Compel” includes the imposition of penalties or taxes.

(2) “Direct payment” or “pay directly” means payment for

lawful health care services without a public or private third party, not

including an employer, paying for any portion of the service. 

(3) “Health care system” means any public or private entity

whose function or purpose is the management of, processing of, en-

rollment of individuals for, or payment, in full or in part, for health

care services, health care data, or health care information for its par-

ticipants.

(4) “Lawful health care services” means any health-related

service or treatment, to the extent that the service or treatment is per-

mitted or not prohibited by law or regulation at the time the service

or treatment is rendered, which may be provided by persons or busi-

nesses otherwise permitted to offer such services.

(5) “Penalties or taxes” means any civil or criminal penalty

or fine, tax, salary or wage withholding or surcharge, or named fee

with a similar effect established by law or rule by an agency estab-

lished, created, or controlled by the government which is used to pun-

ish or discourage the exercise of rights protected under this section.

For purposes of this section only, the term “rule by an agency” may

not be construed to mean any negotiated provision in any insurance

contract, network agreement, or other provider agreement contractu-

ally limiting copayments, coinsurance, deductibles, or other patient

charges.

NO. 2

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6 

ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: VETERANS DISABLED DUE TO COMBAT INJURY;

HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX DISCOUNT.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to Section 6 of Article

VII and the creation of Section 32 of Article XII of the State Consti-

tution to expand the availability of the property discount on the home-

steads of veterans who became disabled as the result of a combat

injury to include those who were not Florida residents when they en-

tered the military and schedule the amendment to take effect January

1, 2013.

Full Text:

ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—  

(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to real

estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner,

or another legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, shall be ex-

empt from taxation thereon, except assessments for special benefits,

up to the assessed valuation of twenty-five thousand dollars and, for

all levies other than school district levies, on the assessed valuation

greater than fifty thousand dollars and up to seventy-five thousand

dollars, upon establishment of right thereto in the manner prescribed

by law. The real estate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the

entireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or indirectly by

stock ownership or membership representing the owner’s or member’s

proprietary interest in a corporation owning a fee or a leasehold ini-

tially in excess of ninety-eight years. The exemption shall not apply

with respect to any assessment roll until such roll is first determined

to be in compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency

designated by general law. This exemption is repealed on the effective

date of any amendment to this Article which provides for the assess-

ment of homestead property at less than just value. 

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any in-

dividual or family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No ex-

emption shall exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the

owner or, in case of ownership through stock or membership in a cor-

poration, the value of the proportion which the interest in the corpo-

ration bears to the assessed value of the property. 

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified

therein, the Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent

residents, ad valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad

valorem tax relief shall be in the form and amount established by gen-

eral law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or

municipalities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and sub-

ject to the provisions of general law, to grant an additional homestead

tax exemption not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to any person who

has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the

permanent residence of the owner and who has attained age sixty-five

and whose household income, as defined by general law, does not ex-

ceed twenty thousand dollars. The general law must allow counties

and municipalities to grant this additional exemption, within the limits

prescribed in this subsection, by ordinance adopted in the manner pre-

scribed by general law, and must provide for the periodic adjustment

of the income limitation prescribed in this subsection for changes in

the cost of living.

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or

totally permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the amount

of the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the vet-

eran owns and resides in if the disability was combat related, the vet-

eran was a resident of this state at the time of entering the military

service of the United States, and the veteran was honorably discharged

upon separation from military service. The discount shall be in a per-

centage equal to the percentage of the veteran’s permanent, service-

connected disability as determined by the United States Department

of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by this sub-

section, an applicant must submit to the county property appraiser, by

March 1, proof of residency at the time of entering military service,

an official letter from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs

stating the percentage of the veteran’s service-connected disability

and such evidence that reasonably identifies the disability as combat

related, and a copy of the veteran’s honorable discharge. If the prop-

erty appraiser denies the request for a discount, the appraiser must no-

tify the applicant in writing of the reasons for the denial, and the

veteran may reapply. The Legislature may, by general law, waive the

annual application requirement in subsequent years. This subsection

shall take effect December 7, 2006, is self-executing, and does not re-

quire implementing legislation.

ARTICLE XII

SCHEDULE

SECTION 32. Veterans disabled due to combat injury;

homestead property tax discount.—The amendment to subsection (e)

of Section 6 of Article VII relating to the homestead property tax dis-

count for veterans who became disabled as the result of a combat in-

jury shall take effect January 1, 2013.

NO. 3

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 1 and 19

ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: STATE GOVERNMENT REVENUE LIMITATION.—

Ballot Summary: This proposed amendment to the State Constitution

replaces the existing state revenue limitation based on Florida personal

income growth with a new state revenue limitation based on inflation

and population changes. Under the amendment, state revenues, as de-

fined in the amendment, collected in excess of the revenue limitation

must be deposited into the budget stabilization fund until the fund

reaches its maximum balance, and thereafter shall be used for the sup-

port and maintenance of public schools by reducing the minimum fi-

nancial effort required from school districts for participation in a

state-funded education finance program, or, if the minimum financial

effort is no longer required, returned to the taxpayers. The Legislature

may increase the state revenue limitation through a bill approved by

a super majority vote of each house of the Legislature. The Legislature

may also submit a proposed increase in the state revenue limitation

to the voters. The Legislature must implement this proposed amend-

ment by general law. The amendment will take effect upon approval

by the electors and will first apply to the 2014-2015 state fiscal year.

Full Text:

ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 1. Taxation; appropriations; state expenses; state

revenue limitation.— 

(a) No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law. No

state ad valorem taxes shall be levied upon real estate or tangible per-

sonal property. All other forms of taxation shall be preempted to the

state except as provided by general law.

(b) Motor vehicles, boats, airplanes, trailers, trailer coaches

and mobile homes, as defined by law, shall be subject to a license tax

for their operation in the amounts and for the purposes prescribed by

law, but shall not be subject to ad valorem taxes.

(c) No money shall be drawn from the treasury except in

pursuance of appropriation made by law. 

(d) Provision shall be made by law for raising sufficient

revenue to defray the expenses of the state for each fiscal period.

(e) Except as provided herein, state revenues collected for

any fiscal year shall be limited to state revenues allowed under this

subsection for the prior fiscal year plus an adjustment for growth. As

used in this subsection, “growth” means an amount equal to the aver-

age annual rate of growth in Florida personal income over the most

recent twenty quarters times the state revenues allowed under this sub-

section for the prior fiscal year. For the 1995-1996 fiscal year, the state

revenues allowed under this subsection for the prior fiscal year shall

equal the state revenues collected for the 1994-1995 fiscal year.

Florida personal income shall be determined by the legislature, from

information available from the United States Department of Com-

merce or its successor on the first day of February prior to the begin-

ning of the fiscal year. State revenues collected for any fiscal year in

excess of this limitation shall be transferred to the budget stabilization

fund until the fund reaches the maximum balance specified in Section

19(g) of Article III, and thereafter shall be refunded to taxpayers as

provided by general law. State revenues allowed under this subsection

for any fiscal year may be increased by a two-thirds vote of the mem-

bership of each house of the legislature in a separate bill that contains

no other subject and that sets forth the dollar amount by which the

state revenues allowed will be increased. The vote may not be taken

less than seventy-two hours after the third reading of the bill. For pur-

poses of this subsection, “state revenues” means taxes, fees, licenses,

and charges for services imposed by the legislature on individuals,

businesses, or agencies outside state government. However, “state rev-

enues” does not include: revenues that are necessary to meet the re-

quirements set forth in documents authorizing the issuance of bonds

by the state; revenues that are used to provide matching funds for the

federal Medicaid program with the exception of the revenues used to

support the Public Medical Assistance Trust Fund or its successor pro-

gram and with the exception of state matching funds used to fund elec-

tive expansions made after July 1, 1994; proceeds from the state

lottery returned as prizes; receipts of the Florida Hurricane Catastro-

phe Fund; balances carried forward from prior fiscal years; taxes, li-

censes, fees, and charges for services imposed by local, regional, or

school district governing bodies; or revenue from taxes, licenses, fees,

and charges for services required to be imposed by any amendment

or revision to this constitution after July 1, 1994. An adjustment to

the revenue limitation shall be made by general law to reflect the fiscal

impact of transfers of responsibility for the funding of governmental

functions between the state and other levels of government. The leg-

islature shall, by general law, prescribe procedures necessary to ad-

minister this subsection.

SECTION 19. State revenue limitation.—

(a) STATE REVENUE LIMITATION.—Except as pro-

vided in this section, state revenues collected in any fiscal year are

limited as follows:

(1) For the 2014-2015 fiscal year, state revenues are limited

to an amount equal to the state revenues collected during the 2013-

2014 fiscal year multiplied by the sum of the adjustment for growth

plus four one-hundredths.

(2) For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, state revenues are limited

to an amount equal to the state revenue limitation for fiscal year 2014-

2015 multiplied by the sum of the adjustment for growth plus three

one-hundredths. 

(3) For the 2016-2017 fiscal year, state revenues are limited

to an amount equal to the state revenue limitation for fiscal year 2015-

2016 multiplied by the sum of the adjustment for growth plus two

one-hundredths. 

(4) For the 2017-2018 fiscal year, state revenues are limited

to an amount equal to the state revenue limitation for fiscal year 2016-

2017 multiplied by the sum of the adjustment for growth plus one

one-hundredth.

(5) For the 2018-2019 fiscal year and thereafter, state rev-

enues are limited to an amount equal to the state revenue limitation

for the previous fiscal year multiplied by the adjustment for growth. 

(6) The adjustment for growth for a fiscal year shall be de-

termined by March 1 preceding the fiscal year using the latest infor-

mation available. Once the adjustment for growth is determined for a

fiscal year, it may not be changed based on revisions to the informa-

tion used to make the determination.

(b) REVENUES IN EXCESS OF THE LIMITATION.—

State revenues collected in any fiscal year in excess of the revenue

limitation shall be transferred to the budget stabilization fund until the

fund reaches the maximum balance specified in Section 19(g) of Ar-

ticle III, and thereafter shall be used for the support and maintenance

of public schools by reducing the minimum financial effort required

from school districts for participation in a state-funded education fi-

nance program, or, if the minimum financial effort is no longer re-

quired, returned to taxpayers as provided by general law.

(c) AUTHORITY OF THE LEGISLATURE TO IN-

CREASE THE REVENUE LIMITATION.—

(1) The state revenue limitation for any fiscal year may be

increased by a two-thirds vote of the membership of each house of

the legislature. Unless otherwise provided by the bill increasing the

revenue limitation, the increased revenue limitation enacted under this

paragraph shall be used to determine the revenue limitation for future

fiscal years.

(2) The state revenue limitation for any one fiscal year may

be increased by a three-fifths vote of the membership of each house

of the legislature. Increases to the revenue limitation enacted under

this paragraph must be disregarded when determining the revenue

limitation in subsequent fiscal years.

(3) A bill increasing the revenue limitation may not contain

any other subject and must set forth the dollar amount by which the

state revenue limitation will be increased. The vote may not be taken

less than seventy-two hours after the third reading in either house of

the legislature of the bill in the form that will be presented to the gov-

ernor.

(d) AUTHORITY OF THE ELECTORS TO INCREASE

THE REVENUE LIMITATION.—The legislature may propose an in-

crease in the state revenue limitation pursuant to a concurrent resolu-

tion enacted by a three-fifths vote of the membership of each house.

The proposed increase shall be submitted to the electors at the next

general election held more than ninety days after the resolution is filed

with the custodian of state records. However, the legislature may sub-

mit the proposed increase at an earlier special election held more than

ninety days after it is filed with the custodian of state records pursuant

to a law enacted by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the mem-

bership of each house of the legislature. The resolution must set forth

the dollar amount by which the state revenue limitation will be in-

creased. Unless otherwise provided in the resolution, the increased

revenue limitation shall be used to determine the revenue limitation

for future fiscal years. The proposed increase shall take effect if it is

approved by a vote of at least 60 percent of the electors voting on the

matter.

(e) REVENUE LIMIT ADJUSTMENT BY THE LEGIS-

LATURE.—The legislature shall provide by general law for adjust-

ments to the state revenue limitation to reflect: 

(1) The fiscal impact of transfers of responsibility for the

funding of governmental functions between the state and other levels

of government occurring after May 6, 2011; or

(2) The fiscal impact of a new federal mandate.

(f) GENERAL LAW IMPLEMENTATION.—The legisla-

ture shall, by general law, prescribe procedures necessary to adminis-

ter this section.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(1) “Adjustment for growth” means an amount equal to the

average for the previous five years of the product of the in-

flation factor and the population factor.

(2) “Inflation factor” means an amount equal to one plus

the percent change in the calendar year annual average of the Con-

sumer Price Index. The term “Consumer Price Index” means the Con-

sumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. city average (not

seasonally adjusted, current base for all items), as published by the

United States Department of Labor. In the event the index ceases to

exist, the legislature shall determine the successor index by general

law.

(3) “Population factor” means an amount equal to one plus

the percent change in population of the state as of April 1 compared

to April 1 of the prior year. For purposes of calculating the annual rate

of change in population, the state’s official population estimates shall

be used. 

(4) “State revenues” means taxes, fees, licenses, fines, and

charges for services imposed by the legislature on individuals, busi-

nesses, or agencies outside state government. However, the term “state

revenues” does not include: revenues that are necessary to meet the

requirements set forth in documents authorizing the issuance of bonds

by the state for bonds issued before July 1, 2012; revenues that are

used to provide matching funds for the federal Medicaid program with

the  exception of the revenues used to support the Public Medical As-

sistance Trust Fund or its successor program and with the exception

of state matching funds used to fund optional expansions made after

July 1, 1994; proceeds from the state lottery returned as prizes; re-

ceipts of the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund and Citizens Prop-

erty Insurance Corporation; receipts of public universities and

colleges; balances carried forward from prior fiscal years; taxes, fees,

licenses, fines, and charges for services imposed by local, regional,

or school district governing bodies; or revenue from taxes, fees, li-

censes, fines, and charges for services authorized by any amendment

or revision to this constitution after May 6, 2011.

ARTICLE XII

SCHEDULE
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or revision to this constitution after May 6, 2011.
ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32. State revenue limitation.—The amendment to Section
1 and the creation of Section 19 of Article VII, revising the state rev-
enue limitation, and this section take effect upon approval by the elec-
tors and apply beginning in the 2014-2015 state fiscal year.

NO. 4

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTIONS 4, 6

ARTICLE XII, SECTIONS 27, 32, 33 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: PROPERTY TAX LIMITATIONS; PROPERTY
VALUE DECLINE; REDUCTION FOR NONHOMESTEAD AS-
SESSMENT INCREASES; DELAY OF SCHEDULED REPEAL.—

Ballot Summary: 

(1) This would amend Florida Constitution Article VII, Sec-
tion 4 (Taxation; assessments) and Section 6 (Homestead exemptions).
It also would amend Article XII, Section 27, and add Sections 32 and
33, relating to the Schedule for the amendments.

(2) In certain circumstances, the law requires the assessed
value of homestead and specified nonhomestead property to increase
when the just value of the property decreases. Therefore, this amend-
ment provides that the Legislature may, by general law, provide that
the assessment of homestead and specified nonhomestead property
may not increase if the just value of that property is less than the just
value of the property on the preceding January 1, subject to any ad-
justment in the assessed value due to changes, additions, reductions,
or improvements to such property which are assessed as provided for
by general law. This amendment takes effect upon approval by the
voters. If approved at a special election held on the date of the 2012
presidential preference primary, it shall operate retroactively to Janu-
ary 1, 2012, or, if approved at the 2012 general election, shall take ef-
fect January 1, 2013.

(3) This amendment reduces from 10 percent to 5 percent
the limitation on annual changes in assessments of nonhomestead real
property. This amendment takes effect upon approval of the voters. If
approved at a special election held on the date of the 2012 presidential
preference primary, it shall operate retroactively to January 1, 2012,
or, if approved at the 2012 general election, takes effect January 1,
2013.

(4) This amendment also authorizes general law to provide,
subject to conditions specified in such law, an additional homestead
exemption to every person who establishes the right to receive the
homestead exemption provided in the Florida Constitution within 1
year after purchasing the homestead property and who has not owned
property in the previous 3 calendar years to which the Florida home-
stead exemption applied. The additional homestead exemption shall
apply to all levies except school district levies. The additional exemp-
tion is an amount equal to 50 percent of the homestead property’s just
value on January 1 of the year the homestead is established. The ad-
ditional homestead exemption may not exceed an amount equal to the
median just value of all homestead property within the county where
the property at issue is located for the calendar year immediately pre-
ceding January 1 of the year the homestead is established. The addi-
tional exemption shall apply for the shorter of 5 years or the year of
sale of the property. The amount of the additional exemption shall be
reduced in each subsequent year by an amount equal to 20 percent of
the amount of the additional exemption received in the year the home-
stead was established or by an amount equal to the difference between
the just value of the property and the assessed value of the property
determined under Article VII, Section 4(d), whichever is greater. Not
more than one such exemption shall be allowed per homestead prop-
erty at one time. The additional exemption applies to property pur-
chased on or after January 1, 2011, if approved by the voters at a
special election held on the date of the 2012 presidential preference
primary, or to property purchased on or after January 1, 2012, if ap-
proved by the voters at the 2012 general election. The additional ex-
emption is not available in the sixth and subsequent years after it is
first received. The amendment shall take effect upon approval by the
voters. If approved at a special election held on the date of the 2012
presidential preference primary, it shall operate retroactively to Janu-
ary 1, 2012, or, if approved at the 2012 general election, takes effect
January 1, 2013. 

(5) This amendment also delays until 2023, the repeal, cur-
rently scheduled to take effect in 2019, of constitutional amendments
adopted in 2008 which limit annual assessment increases for specified
nonhomestead real property. This amendment delays until 2022 the
submission of an amendment proposing the abrogation of such repeal
to the voters.

Full Text:

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 4. Taxation; assessments.—By general law reg-
ulations shall be prescribed which shall secure a just valuation of all
property for ad valorem taxation, provided:

(a) Agricultural land, land producing high water recharge
to Florida’s aquifers, or land used exclusively for noncommercial
recreational purposes may be classified by general law and assessed
solely on the basis of character or use. 

(b) As provided by general law and subject to conditions,
limitations, and reasonable definitions specified therein, land used for
conservation purposes shall be classified by general law and assessed
solely on the basis of character or use. 

(c) Pursuant to general law tangible personal property held
for sale as stock in trade and livestock may be valued for taxation at
a specified percentage of its value, may be classified for tax purposes,
or may be exempted from taxation.

(d) All persons entitled to a homestead exemption under
Section 6 of this Article shall have their homestead assessed at just
value as of January 1 of the year following the effective date of this
amendment. This assessment shall change only as provided in this
subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall change be
changed annually on January 1 1st of each year.; but those changes in
assessments

a. A change in an assessment may shall not exceed the
lower of the following: 

1.a. Three percent (3%) of the assessment for the prior year.
2.b. The percent change in the Consumer Price Index for

all urban consumers, U.S. City Average, all items 1967=100, or a suc-
cessor index reports for the preceding calendar year as initially re-
ported by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics. 

b. The legislature may provide by general law that, except
for changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to homestead
property assessed as provided in paragraph (5), an assessment may
not increase if the just value of the property is less than the just value
of the property on the preceding January 1.

(2) An No assessment may not shall exceed just value.
(3) After a any change of ownership, as provided by general

law, homestead property shall be assessed at just value as of January
1 of the following year, unless the provisions of paragraph (8) apply.
Thereafter, the homestead shall be assessed as provided in this sub-
section.

(4) New homestead property shall be assessed at just value
as of January 1 1st of the year following the establishment of the
homestead, unless the provisions of paragraph (8) apply.  That assess-
ment shall only change only as provided in this subsection.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to

homestead property shall be assessed as provided for by general law.;
provided, However, after the adjustment for any change, addition, re-
duction, or improvement, the property shall be assessed as provided
in this subsection. 

(6) In the event of a termination of homestead status, the
property shall be assessed as provided by general law.

(7) The provisions of this subsection amendment are sev-
erable. If a provision any of the provisions of this subsection is amend-
ment shall be held unconstitutional by a any court of competent
jurisdiction, the decision of the such court does shall not affect or im-
pair any remaining provisions of this subsection amendment.

(8)a. A person who establishes a new homestead as of Jan-
uary 1, 2009, or January 1 of any subsequent year and who has re-
ceived a homestead exemption pursuant to Section 6 of this Article
as of January 1 of either of the 2 two years immediately preceding the
establishment of a the new homestead is entitled to have the new
homestead assessed at less than just value. If this revision is approved
in January of 2008, a person who establishes a new homestead as of
January 1, 2008, is entitled to have the new homestead assessed at
less than just value only if that person received a homestead exemp-
tion on January 1, 2007. The assessed value of the newly established
homestead shall be determined as follows:

1. If the just value of the new homestead is greater than or
equal to the just value of the prior homestead as of January 1 of the
year in which the prior homestead was abandoned, the assessed value
of the new homestead shall be the just value of the new homestead
minus an amount equal to the lesser of $500,000 or the difference be-
tween the just value and the assessed value of the prior homestead as
of January 1 of the year in which the prior homestead was abandoned.
Thereafter, the homestead shall be assessed as provided in this sub-
section. 

2. If the just value of the new homestead is less than the
just value of the prior homestead as of January 1 of the year in which
the prior homestead was abandoned, the assessed value of the new
homestead shall be equal to the just value of the new homestead di-
vided by the just value of the prior homestead and multiplied by the
assessed value of the prior homestead.  However, if the difference be-
tween the just value of the new homestead and the assessed value of
the new homestead calculated pursuant to this sub-subparagraph is
greater than $500,000, the assessed value of the new homestead shall
be increased so that the difference between the just value and the as-
sessed value equals $500,000. Thereafter, the homestead shall be as-
sessed as provided in this subsection. 

b. By general law and subject to conditions specified
therein, the legislature shall provide for application of this paragraph
to property owned by more than one person. 

(e) The legislature may, by general law, for assessment pur-
poses and subject to the provisions of this subsection, allow counties
and municipalities to authorize by ordinance that historic property
may be assessed solely on the basis of character or use. Such character
or use assessment shall apply only to the jurisdiction adopting the or-
dinance. The requirements for eligible properties must be specified
by general law.

(f) A county may, in the manner prescribed by general law,
provide for a reduction in the assessed value of homestead property
to the extent of any increase in the assessed value of that property
which results from the construction or reconstruction of the property
for the purpose of providing living quarters for one or more natural
or adoptive grandparents or parents of the owner of the property or of
the owner’s spouse if at least one of the grandparents or parents for
whom the living quarters are provided is 62 years of age or older. Such
a reduction may not exceed the lesser of the following:

(1) The increase in assessed value resulting from construc-
tion or reconstruction of the property. 

(2) Twenty percent of the total assessed value of the prop-
erty as improved.

(g) For all levies other than school district levies, assess-
ments of residential real property, as defined by general law, which
contains nine units or fewer and which is not subject to the assessment
limitations set forth in subsections (a) through (d) shall change only
as provided in this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be changed
annually on the date of assessment provided by law. However,; but
those changes in assessments may shall not exceed 5 ten percent
(10%) of the assessment for the prior year. The legislature may pro-
vide by general law that, except for changes, additions, reductions, or
improvements to property assessed as provided in paragraph (4), an
assessment may not increase if the just value of the property is less
than the just value of the property on the preceding date of assessment
provided by law.

(2) An No assessment may not shall exceed just value.
(3) After a change of ownership or control, as defined by

general law, including any change of ownership of a legal entity that
owns the property, such property shall be assessed at just value as of
the next assessment date. Thereafter, such property shall be assessed
as provided in this subsection. 

(4) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to
such property shall be assessed as provided for by general law.; How-
ever, after the adjustment for any change, addition, reduction, or im-
provement, the property shall be assessed as provided in this
subsection.

(h) For all levies other than school district levies, assess-
ments of real property that is not subject to the assessment limitations
set forth in subsections (a) through (d) and (g) shall change only as
provided in this subsection.

(1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be changed
annually on the date of assessment provided by law. However,; but
those changes in assessments may shall not exceed 5 ten percent
(10%) of the assessment for the prior year. The legislature may pro-
vide by general law that, except for changes, additions, reductions, or
improvements to property assessed as provided in paragraph (5), an
assessment may not increase if the just value of the property is less
than the just value of the property on the preceding date of assessment
provided by law.

(2) An No assessment may not shall exceed just value.
(3) The legislature must provide that such property shall be

assessed at just value as of the next assessment date after a qualifying
improvement, as defined by general law, is made to such property.
Thereafter, such property shall be assessed as provided in this subsec-
tion.

(4) The legislature may provide that such property shall be
assessed at just value as of the next assessment date after a change of
ownership or control, as defined by general law, including any change
of ownership of the legal entity that owns the property. Thereafter,
such property shall be assessed as provided in this subsection.

(5) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to
such property shall be assessed as provided for by general law.; How-
ever, after the adjustment for any change, addition, reduction, or im-
provement, the property shall be assessed as provided in this
subsection.

(i) The legislature, by general law and subject to conditions
specified therein, may prohibit the consideration of the following in
the determination of the assessed value of real property used for res-
idential purposes:

(1) Any change or improvement made for the purpose of
improving the property’s resistance to wind damage. 

(2) The installation of a renewable energy source device.
(j)(1) The assessment of the following working waterfront

properties shall be based upon the current use of the property:
a. Land used predominantly for commercial fishing pur-

poses. 
b. Land that is accessible to the public and used for vessel

launches into waters that are navigable. 
c. Marinas and drystacks that are open to the public. 
d. Water-dependent marine manufacturing facilities, com-

mercial fishing facilities, and marine vessel construction and repair
facilities and their support activities.

(2) The assessment benefit provided by this subsection is
subject to conditions and limitations and reasonable definitions as
specified by the legislature by general law.

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to real

estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner,
or another legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, shall be ex-
empt from taxation thereon, except assessments for special benefits,
up to the assessed valuation of $25,000 twenty-five thousand dollars
and, for all levies other than school district levies, on the assessed val-
uation greater than $50,000 fifty thousand dollars and up to $75,000
seventy-five thousand dollars, upon establishment of right thereto in
the manner prescribed by law. The real estate may be held by legal or
equitable title, by the entireties, jointly, in common, as a condo-
minium, or indirectly by stock ownership or membership representing
the owner’s or member’s proprietary interest in a corporation owning
a fee or a leasehold initially in excess of 98 ninety-eight years. The
exemption shall not apply with respect to any assessment roll until
such roll is first determined to be in compliance with the provisions
of Section 4 by a state agency designated by general law. This exemp-
tion is repealed on the effective date of any amendment to this Article
which provides for the assessment of homestead property at less than
just value.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any in-
dividual or family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No ex-
emption shall exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the
owner or, in case of ownership through stock or membership in a cor-
poration, the value of the proportion which the interest in the corpo-
ration bears to the assessed value of the property. 

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified
therein, the legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent res-
idents, ad valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad val-
orem tax relief shall be in the form and amount established by general
law. 

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or
municipalities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and sub-
ject to the provisions of general law, to grant an additional homestead
tax exemption not exceeding $50,000 fifty thousand dollars to any
person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains
thereon the permanent residence of the owner and who has attained
age 65 sixty-five and whose household income, as defined by general
law, does not exceed $20,000 twenty thousand dollars. The general
law must allow counties and municipalities to grant this additional
exemption, within the limits prescribed in this subsection, by ordi-
nance adopted in the manner prescribed by general law, and must pro-
vide for the periodic adjustment of the income limitation prescribed
in this subsection for changes in the cost of living.

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or
totally permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the amount
of the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the vet-
eran owns and resides in if the disability was combat related, the vet-
eran was a resident of this state at the time of entering the military
service of the United States, and the veteran was honorably discharged
upon separation from military service. The discount shall be in a per-
centage equal to the percentage of the veteran’s permanent, service-
connected disability as determined by the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by this sub-
section, an applicant must submit to the county property appraiser, by
March 1, proof of residency at the time of entering military service,
an official letter from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
stating the percentage of the veteran’s service-connected disability
and such evidence that reasonably identifies the disability as combat
related, and a copy of the veteran’s honorable discharge. If the prop-
erty appraiser denies the request for a discount, the appraiser must no-
tify the applicant in writing of the reasons for the denial, and the
veteran may reapply. The legislature may, by general law, waive the
annual application requirement in subsequent years. This subsection
shall take effect December 7, 2006, is self-executing, and does not re-
quire implementing legislation. 

(f) As provided by general law and subject to conditions
specified therein, every person who establishes the right to receive
the homestead exemption provided in subsection (a) within 1 year
after purchasing the homestead property and who has not owned prop-
erty in the previous 3 calendar years to which the homestead exemp-
tion provided in subsection (a) applied is entitled to an additional
homestead exemption for all levies except school district levies. The
additional exemption is an amount equal to 50 percent of the home-
stead property’s just value on January 1 of the year the homestead is
established. The additional exemption may not exceed the median just
value of all homestead property within the county where the property
at issue is located for the calendar year immediately preceding January
1 of the year the homestead is established. The additional exemption
shall apply for a period of 5 years or until the year the property is sold,
whichever occurs first. The amount of the additional exemption shall
be reduced in each subsequent year by an amount equal to 20 percent
of the amount of the additional exemption received in the year the
homestead was established or by an amount equal to the difference
between the just value of the property and the assessed value of the
property determined under Section 4(d), whichever is greater. Not
more than one exemption provided under this subsection shall be al-
lowed per homestead property at one time. The additional exemption
applies to property purchased on or after January 1, 2011, if this
amendment is approved at a special election held on the date of the
2012 presidential preference primary, or to property purchased on or
after January 1, 2012, if this amendment is approved at the 2012 gen-
eral election, but the additional exemption is not available in the sixth
and subsequent years after it is first received. 

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 27. Property tax exemptions and limitations on
property tax assessments.—The amendments to Sections 3, 4, and 6
of Article VII, providing a $25,000 exemption for tangible personal
property, providing an additional $25,000 homestead exemption, au-
thorizing transfer of the accrued benefit from the limitations on the
assessment of homestead property, and this section, if submitted to
the electors of this state for approval or rejection at a special election
authorized by law to be held on January 29, 2008, shall take effect
upon approval by the electors and shall operate retroactively to Janu-
ary 1, 2008, or, if submitted to the electors of this state for approval
or rejection at the next general election, shall take effect January 1 of
the year following such general election. The amendments to Section
4 of Article VII creating subsections (f) and (g) of that section, creating
a limitation on annual assessment increases for specified real property,
shall take effect upon approval of the electors and shall first limit as-
sessments beginning January 1, 2009, if approved at a special election
held on January 29, 2008, or shall first limit assessments beginning
January 1, 2010, if approved at the general election held in November
of 2008. Subsections (g) (f) and (h) (g) of Section 4 of Article VII,
initially adopted as subsections (f) and (g), are repealed effective Jan-
uary 1, 2023 2019; however, the legislature shall by joint resolution
propose an amendment abrogating the repeal of subsections (g) (f)
and (h) (g), which shall be submitted to the electors of this state for
approval or rejection at the general election of 2022 2018 and, if ap-
proved, shall take effect January 1, 2023 2019.

SECTION 32. Property assessments.—This section and the
amendment of Section 4 of Article VII addressing homestead and
specified nonhomestead property having a declining just value and
reducing the limit on the maximum annual increase in the assessed
value of nonhomestead property, if submitted to the electors of this
state for approval or rejection at a special election authorized by law
to be held on the date of the 2012 presidential preference primary,
shall take effect upon approval by the electors and shall operate
retroactively to January 1, 2012, or, if submitted to the electors of this

Legals 
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state for approval or rejection at the 2012 general election,

shall take effect January 1, 2013.

SECTION 33. Additional homestead exemption for owners

of homestead property who recently have not owned homestead prop-

erty.—This section and the amendment to Section 6 of Article VII

providing for an additional homestead exemption for owners of home-

stead property who have not owned homestead property during the 3

calendar years immediately preceding purchase of the current home-

stead property, if submitted to the electors of this state for approval

or rejection at a special election authorized by law to be held on the

date of the 2012 presidential preference primary, shall take effect upon

approval by the electors and operate retroactively to January 1, 2012,

and the additional homestead exemption shall be available for prop-

erties purchased on or after January 1, 2011, or if submitted to the

electors of this state for approval or rejection at the 2012 general elec-

tion, shall take effect January 1, 2013, and the additional homestead

exemption shall be available for properties purchased on or after Jan-

uary 1, 2012.

NO. 5

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 2, 11, AND 12 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: STATE COURTS.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing a revision of Article V of the State Con-

stitution relating to the judiciary.

The State Constitution authorizes the Supreme Court to

adopt rules for the practice and procedure in all courts. The constitu-

tion further provides that a rule of court may be repealed by a general

law enacted by a two-thirds vote of the membership of each house of

the Legislature. This proposed constitutional revision eliminates the

requirement that a general law repealing a court rule pass by a two-

thirds vote of each house, thereby providing that the Legislature may

repeal a rule of court by a general law approved by a majority vote of

each house of the Legislature that expresses the policy behind the re-

peal. The court could readopt the rule in conformity with the public

policy expressed by the Legislature, but if the Legislature determines

that a rule has been readopted and repeals the readopted rule, this pro-

posed revision prohibits the court from further readopting the repealed

rule without the Legislature’s prior approval. Under current law, rules

of the judicial nominating commissions and the Judicial Qualifications

Commission may be repealed by general law enacted by a majority

vote of the membership of each house of the Legislature. Under this

proposed revision, a vote to repeal those rules is changed to repeal by

general law enacted by a majority vote of the legislators present.

Under current law, the Governor appoints a justice of the

Supreme Court from a list of nominees provided by a judicial nomi-

nating commission, and appointments by the Governor are not subject

to confirmation. This revision requires Senate confirmation of a justice

of the Supreme Court before the appointee can take office. If the Sen-

ate votes not to confirm the appointment, the judicial nominating com-

mission must reconvene and may not renominate any person whose

prior appointment to fill the same vacancy was not confirmed by the

Senate. For the purpose of confirmation, the Senate may meet at any

time. If the Senate fails to vote on the appointment of a justice within

90 days, the justice will be deemed confirmed and will take office. 

The Judicial Qualifications Commission is an independent com-

mission created by the State Constitution to investigate and prosecute

before the Florida Supreme Court alleged misconduct by a justice or

judge. Currently under the constitution, commission proceedings are

confidential until formal charges are filed by the investigative panel

of the commission. Once formal charges are filed, the formal charges

and all further proceedings of the commission are public. Currently,

the constitution authorizes the House of Representatives to impeach

a justice or judge.  Further, the Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives may request, and the Judicial Qualifications Commission must

make available, all information in the commission’s possession for

use in deciding whether to impeach a justice or judge. This proposed

revision requires the commission to make all of its files available to

the Speaker of the House of Representatives but provides that such

files would remain confidential during any investigation by the House

of Representatives and until such information is used in the pursuit

of an impeachment of a justice or judge. This revision also removes

the power of the Governor to request files of the Judicial Qualifica-

tions Commission to conform to a prior constitutional change.

This revision also makes technical and clarifying additions and

deletions relating to the selection of chief judges of a circuit and re-

lating to the Judicial Qualifications Commission, and makes other

nonsubstantive conforming and technical changes in the judicial arti-

cle of the constitution.

Full Text:

ARTICLE V

JUDICIARY

SECTION 2. Administration; practice and procedure.— 

(a) The supreme court shall adopt rules for the practice and

procedure in all courts including the time for seeking appellate review,

the administrative supervision of all courts, the transfer to the court

having jurisdiction of any proceeding when the jurisdiction of another

court has been improvidently invoked, and a requirement that no cause

shall be dismissed because an improper remedy has been sought. The

supreme court shall adopt rules to allow it the court and the district

courts of appeal to submit questions relating to military law to the fed-

eral Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces for an advisory opinion.

Rules of court may be repealed by general law that expresses the pol-

icy behind the repeal enacted by two-thirds vote of the membership

of each house of the legislature. The court may readopt the repealed

rule only in conformity with the public policy expressed by the legis-

lature. If the legislature determines that a rule has been readopted and

repeals the readopted rule, the rule may not be readopted thereafter

without prior approval of the legislature.

(b) The chief justice of the supreme court shall be chosen

by a majority of the members of the court; shall be the chief adminis-

trative officer of the judicial system; and shall have the power to as-

sign justices or judges, including consenting retired justices or judges,

to temporary duty in any court for which the judge is qualified and to

delegate to a chief judge of a judicial circuit the power to assign judges

for duty in that circuit. 

(c) A chief judge for each district court of appeal shall be

chosen by a majority of the judges thereof or, if there is no majority,

by the chief justice. The chief judge shall be responsible for the ad-

ministrative supervision of the court.

(d) A chief judge in each circuit shall be chosen from

among the circuit judges as provided by supreme court rule. The chief

judge of a circuit shall be responsible for the administrative supervi-

sion of the circuit courts and county courts in the his circuit.

SECTION 11. Vacancies.— 

(a) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office to which

election for retention applies, the governor shall fill the vacancy by

appointing for a term ending on the first Tuesday after the first Mon-

day in January of the year following the next general election occur-

ring at least one year after the date of appointment, one of not fewer

than three persons nor more than six persons nominated by the appro-

priate judicial nominating commission.

(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit court

or on a county court, wherein the judges are elected by a majority vote

of the electors, by appointing for a term ending on the first Tuesday

after the first Monday in January of the year following the next pri-

mary and general election occurring at least one year after the date of

appointment, one of not fewer than three persons nor more than six

persons nominated by the appropriate judicial nominating commis-

sion. An election shall be held to fill that judicial office for the term

of the office beginning at the end of the appointed term.

(c) The nominations shall be made within thirty days from

the occurrence of a vacancy unless the period is extended by the gov-

ernor for a time not to exceed thirty days. The governor shall make

the appointment within sixty days after the nominations have been

certified to the governor. 

(d) Each appointment of a justice of the supreme court is

subject to confirmation by the senate. The senate may sit for the pur-

pose of confirmation regardless of whether the house of representa-

tives is in session or not. If the senate fails to vote on the appointment

of a justice within 90 days, the justice shall be deemed confirmed. If

the senate votes to not confirm the appointment, the supreme court

judicial nominating commission shall reconvene as though a new va-

cancy had occurred but may not renominate any person whose prior

appointment to fill the same vacancy was not confirmed by the senate.

The appointment of a justice is effective upon confirmation by the

senate.

(e)(d) There shall be a separate judicial nominating com-

mission as provided by general law for the supreme court, one for

each district court of appeal, and one for each judicial circuit for all

trial courts within the circuit. Uniform rules of procedure shall be es-

tablished by the judicial nominating commissions at each level of the

court system. Such rules, or any part thereof, may be repealed by gen-

eral law enacted by a majority vote of the membership of each house

of the legislature, or by the supreme court, five justices concurring.

Except for deliberations of the judicial nominating commissions, the

proceedings of the commissions and their records shall be open to the

public.

SECTION 12. Discipline; removal and retirement.—

(a) JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION.—A

judicial qualifications commission is created. 

(1) There shall be a judicial qualifications commission

vested with jurisdiction to investigate and recommend to the Supreme

Court of Florida the removal from office of any justice or judge whose

conduct, during term of office or otherwise, occurring on or after No-

vember 1, 1966, (without regard to the effective date of this section)

demonstrates a present unfitness to hold office, and to investigate and

recommend the discipline of a justice or judge whose conduct, during

term of office or otherwise occurring on or after November 1, 1966

(without regard to the effective date of this section), warrants such

discipline. For purposes of this section, discipline is defined as any or

all of the following: reprimand, fine, suspension with or without pay,

or lawyer discipline. The commission shall have jurisdiction over jus-

tices and judges regarding allegations that misconduct occurred before

or during service as a justice or judge if a complaint is made no later

than one year following service as a justice or judge. The commission

shall have jurisdiction regarding allegations of incapacity during serv-

ice as a justice or judge. The commission shall be composed of:

a. Two judges of district courts of appeal selected by the

judges of those courts, two circuit judges selected by the judges of the

circuit courts and two judges of county courts selected by the judges

of those courts;

b. Four electors who reside in the state, who are members

of the bar of Florida, and who shall be chosen by the governing body

of the bar of Florida; and 

c. Five electors who reside in the state, who have never held

judicial office or been members of the bar of Florida, and who shall

be appointed by the governor.

(2) The members of the judicial qualifications commission

shall serve staggered terms, not to exceed six years, as prescribed by

general law. No member of the commission except a judge shall be

eligible for state judicial office while acting as a member of the com-

mission and for a period of two years thereafter. No member of the

commission shall hold office in a political party or participate in any

campaign for judicial office or hold public office; provided that a

judge may campaign for judicial office and hold that office. The com-

mission shall elect one of its members as its chairperson.

(3) Members of the judicial qualifications commission not

subject to impeachment shall be subject to removal from the commis-

sion pursuant to the provisions of Article IV, Section 7, Florida Con-

stitution.

(4) The commission shall adopt rules regulating its pro-

ceedings, the filling of vacancies by the appointing authorities, the

disqualification of members, the rotation of members between the

panels, and the temporary replacement of disqualified or incapacitated

members. The commission’s rules, or any part thereof, may be re-

pealed by general law enacted by a majority vote of the membership

of each house of the legislature, or by the supreme court, five justices

concurring. The commission shall have power to issue subpoenas.

Until formal charges against a justice or judge are filed by the inves-

tigative panel with the clerk of the supreme court of Florida all pro-

ceedings by or before the commission shall be confidential; provided,

however, upon a finding of probable cause and the filing by the in-

vestigative panel with said clerk of such formal charges against a jus-

tice or judge such charges and all further proceedings before the

commission shall be public.

(5) The commission shall have access to all information

from all executive, legislative and judicial agencies, including grand

juries, subject to the rules of the commission. At any time, on request

of the speaker of the house of representatives or the governor, the

commission shall make available to the house of representatives all

information in the possession of the commission, which information

shall remain confidential during any investigation and until such in-

formation is used in the pursuit for use in consideration of impeach-

ment or suspension, respectively.

(b) PANELS.—The commission shall be divided into an

investigative panel and a hearing panel as established by rule of the

commission. The investigative panel is vested with the jurisdiction to

receive or initiate complaints, conduct investigations, dismiss com-

plaints, and upon a vote of a simple majority of the panel submit for-

mal charges to the hearing panel. The hearing panel is vested with the

authority to receive and hear formal charges from the investigative

panel and upon a two-thirds vote of the panel recommend to the

supreme court the removal of a justice or judge or the involuntary re-

tirement of a justice or judge for any permanent disability that seri-

ously interferes with the performance of judicial duties. Upon a simple

majority vote of the membership of the hearing panel, the panel may

recommend to the supreme court that the justice or judge be subject

to appropriate discipline.

(c) SUPREME COURT.—The supreme court shall receive

recommendations from the judicial qualifications commission’s hear-

ing panel.

(1) The supreme court may accept, reject, or modify in

whole or in part the findings, conclusions, and recommendations of

the commission and it may order that the justice or judge be  subjected

to appropriate discipline, or be removed from office with termination

of compensation for willful or persistent failure to perform judicial

duties or for other conduct unbecoming a member of the judiciary

demonstrating a present unfitness to hold office, or be involuntarily

retired for any permanent disability that seriously interferes with the

performance of judicial duties. Malafides, scienter or moral turpitude

on the part of a justice or judge shall not be required for removal from

office of a justice or judge whose conduct demonstrates a present un-

fitness to hold office. After the filing of a formal proceeding and upon

request of the investigative panel, the supreme court may suspend the

justice or judge from office, with or without compensation, pending

final determination of the inquiry. 

(2) The supreme court may award costs to the prevailing

party.

(d) REMOVAL POWER.—The power of removal con-

ferred by this section shall be both alternative and cumulative to the

power of impeachment.

(e) PROCEEDINGS INVOLVING SUPREME COURT

JUSTICE.— Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of this

section, if the person who is the subject of proceedings by the judicial

qualifications commission is a justice of the supreme court of Florida

all justices of such court automatically shall be disqualified to sit as

justices of such court with respect to all proceedings therein concern-

ing such person and the supreme court for such purposes shall be com-

posed of a panel consisting of the seven chief judges of the judicial

circuits of the state of Florida most senior in tenure of judicial office

as circuit judge. For purposes of determining seniority of such circuit

judges in the event there be judges of equal tenure in judicial office

as circuit judge the judge or judges from the lower numbered circuit

or circuits shall be deemed senior. In the event any such chief circuit

judge is under investigation by the judicial qualifications commission

or is otherwise disqualified or unable to serve on the panel, the next

most senior chief circuit judge or judges shall serve in place of such

disqualified or disabled chief circuit judge. 

(f) SCHEDULE TO SECTION 12.— 

(1) Except to the extent inconsistent with the provisions of

this section, all provisions of law and rules of court in force on the ef-

fective date of this article shall continue in effect until superseded in

the manner authorized by the constitution. 

(2) After this section becomes effective and until adopted

by rule of the commission consistent with it:

a. The commission shall be divided, as determined by the

chairperson, into one investigative panel and one hearing panel to

meet the responsibilities set forth in this section.

b. The investigative panel shall be composed of:

1. Four judges,

2. Two members of the bar of Florida, and

3. Three non-lawyers.

c. The hearing panel shall be composed of:

1. Two judges, 

2. Two members of the bar of Florida, and

3. Two non-lawyers.

d. Membership on the panels may rotate in a manner deter-

mined by the rules of the commission provided that no member shall

vote as a member of the investigative and hearing panel on the same

proceeding.

e. The commission shall hire separate staff for each panel.

f. The members of the commission shall serve for staggered

terms of six years.

g. The terms of office of the present members of the judicial

qualifications commission shall expire upon the effective date of the

amendments to this section approved by the legislature during the reg-

ular session of the legislature in 1996 and new members shall be ap-

pointed to serve the following staggered terms:

1. Group I.—The terms of five members, composed of two

electors as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of Article V, one member of the

bar of Florida as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)b. of Article V, one judge from

the district courts of appeal and one circuit judge as set forth in s.

12(a)(1)a. of Article V, shall expire on December 31, 1998.

2. Group II.—The terms of five members, composed of one

elector as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of Article V, two members of the

bar of Florida as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)b. of Article V, one circuit judge

and one county judge as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)a. of Article V shall ex-

pire on December 31, 2000.

3. Group III.—The terms of five members, composed of

two electors as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)c. of Article V, one member of

the bar of Florida as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)b., one judge from the dis-

trict courts of appeal and one county judge as set forth in s. 12(a)(1)a.

of Article V, shall expire on December 31, 2002.

g.h. An appointment to fill a vacancy of the commission

shall be for the remainder of the term.

h.i. Selection of members by district courts of appeal

judges, circuit judges, and county court judges, shall be by no less

than a majority of the members voting at the respective courts’ con-

ferences. Selection of members by the board of governors of the bar

of Florida shall be by no less than a majority of the board.

i.j. The commission shall be entitled to recover the costs of

investigation and prosecution, in addition to any penalty levied by the

supreme court. 

j.k. The compensation of members and referees shall be the

travel expenses or transportation and per diem allowance as provided

by general law.

NO. 6

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE I, SECTION 28 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: PROHIBITION ON PUBLIC FUNDING OF ABOR-

TIONS; CONSTRUCTION OF ABORTION RIGHTS.—

Ballot Summary: This proposed amendment provides that public

funds may not be expended for any abortion or for health-benefits

coverage that includes coverage of abortion. This prohibition does not

apply to an expenditure required by federal law, a case in which a

woman suffers from a physical disorder, physical injury, or physical

illness that would place her in danger of death unless an abortion is

performed, or a case of rape or incest.

This proposed amendment provides that the State Constitution may

not be interpreted to create broader rights to an abortion than those

contained in the United States Constitution. With respect to abortion,

this proposed amendment overrules court decisions which conclude

that the right of privacy under Article I, Section 23 of the State Con-

stitution is broader in scope than that of the United States Constitu-

tion.

Full Text:

ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 28. Prohibition on public funding of abortions;

construction of abortion rights.— 

(a) Public funds may not be expended for any abortion or

for health-benefits coverage that includes coverage of abortion. This

subsection does not apply to:

(1) An expenditure required by federal law;

(2) A case in which a woman suffers from a physical disor-

der, physical injury, or physical illness, including a life-endangering,

physical condition caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself,

which would, as certified by a physician, place the woman in danger

of death unless an abortion is performed; or 

(3) A pregnancy that results from rape or incest.

(b) This constitution may not be interpreted to create

broader rights to an abortion than those contained in the United States

Constitution.

NO. 8

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE I, SECTION 3 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution

providing that no individual or entity may be denied, on the basis of

religious identity or belief, governmental benefits, funding or other

support, except as required by the First Amendment to the United

States Constitution, and deleting the prohibition against using rev-

enues from the public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any

church, sect, or religious denomination or in aid of any sectarian in-

stitution.

Full Text: 

ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 3. Religious freedom.—There shall be no law

Legals 
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respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting or
penalizing the free exercise thereof. Religious freedom shall not jus-
tify practices inconsistent with public morals, peace, or safety. Except
to the extent required by the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution, neither the government nor any agent of the government
may deny to any individual or entity the benefits of any program,
funding, or other support on the basis of religious identity or belief.
No revenue of the state or any political subdivision or agency thereof
shall ever be taken from the public treasury directly or indirectly in
aid of any church, sect, or religious denomination or in aid of any sec-
tarian institution.

NO. 9

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6

ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR
SURVIVING SPOUSE OF MILITARY VETERAN OR FIRST RE-
SPONDER.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution
to authorize the Legislature to provide by general law ad valorem
homestead property tax relief to the surviving spouse of a military
veteran who died from service-connected causes while on active duty
or to the surviving spouse of a first responder who died in the line of
duty. The amendment authorizes the Legislature to totally exempt or
partially exempt such surviving spouse’s homestead property from ad
valorem taxation. The amendment defines a first responder as a law
enforcement officer, a correctional officer, a firefighter, an emergency
medical technician, or a paramedic. This amendment shall take effect
January 1, 2013.

Full Text: 

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.—
(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to real

estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner,
or another legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, shall be ex-
empt from taxation thereon, except assessments for special benefits,
up to the assessed valuation of twenty-five thousand dollars and, for
all levies other than school district levies, on the assessed valuation
greater than fifty thousand dollars and up to seventy-five thousand
dollars, upon establishment of right thereto in the manner prescribed
by law.  The real estate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the
entireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or indirectly by
stock ownership or membership representing the owner’s or member’s
proprietary interest in a corporation owning a fee or a leasehold ini-
tially in excess of ninety-eight years. The exemption shall not apply
with respect to any assessment roll until such roll is first determined
to be in compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency
designated by general law. This exemption is repealed on the effective
date of any amendment to this Article which provides for the assess-
ment of homestead property at less than just value.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any in-
dividual or family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No ex-
emption shall exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the
owner or, in case of ownership through stock or membership in a cor-
poration, the value of the proportion which the interest in the corpo-
ration bears to the assessed value of the property.

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified
therein, the Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent
residents, ad valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad
valorem tax relief shall be in the form and amount established by gen-
eral law.

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or
municipalities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and sub-
ject to the provisions of general law, to grant an additional homestead
tax exemption not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to any person who
has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the
permanent residence of the owner and who has attained age sixty-five
and whose household income, as defined by general law, does not ex-
ceed twenty thousand dollars. The general law must allow counties
and municipalities to grant this additional exemption, within the limits
prescribed in this subsection, by ordinance adopted in the manner pre-
scribed by general law, and must provide for the periodic adjustment
of the income limitation prescribed in this subsection for changes in
the cost of living.

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or
totally permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the amount
of the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the vet-
eran owns and resides in if the disability was combat related, the vet-
eran was a resident of this state at the time of entering the military
service of the United States, and the veteran was honorably discharged
upon separation from military service. The discount shall be in a per-
centage equal to the percentage of the veteran’s permanent, service-
connected disability as determined by the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by this sub-
section, an applicant must submit to the county property appraiser, by
March 1, proof of residency at the time of entering military service,
an official letter from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
stating the percentage of the veteran’s service-connected disability
and such evidence that reasonably identifies the disability as combat
related, and a copy of the veteran’s honorable discharge. If the prop-
erty appraiser denies the request for a discount, the appraiser must no-
tify the applicant in writing of the reasons for the denial, and the
veteran may reapply. The Legislature may, by general law, waive the
annual application requirement in subsequent years. This subsection
shall take effect December 7, 2006, is self-executing, and does not re-
quire implementing legislation.

(f)  By general law and subject to conditions and limitations
specified therein, the Legislature may provide ad valorem tax relief
equal to the total amount or a portion of the ad valorem tax otherwise
owed on homestead property to the:

(1)  Surviving spouse of a veteran who died from service-
connected causes while on active duty as a member of the United
States Armed Forces.

(2)  Surviving spouse of a first responder who died in the
line of duty.

(3)  As used in this subsection and as further defined by
general law, the term:

a.  “First responder” means a law enforcement officer, a

correctional officer, a firefighter, an emergency medical technician,
or a paramedic.

b.  “In the line of duty” means arising out of and in the ac-
tual performance of duty required by employment as a first respon-
der.

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32.  Ad valorem tax relief for surviving spouses
of veterans who died from service-connected causes and first respon-
ders who died in the line of duty.—This section and the amendment
to Section 6 of Article VII permitting the legislature to provide ad val-
orem tax relief to surviving spouses of veterans who died from serv-
ice-connected causes and first responders who died in the line of duty
shall take effect January 1, 2013.

NO. 10

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3

ARTICLE XII, SECTION 32

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMP-
TION.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution
to:

(1)Provide an exemption from ad valorem taxes levied by coun-
ties, municipalities, school districts, and other local governments on
tangible personal property if the assessed value of an owner’s tangible
personal property is greater than $25,000 but less than $50,000. This
new exemption, if approved by the voters, will take effect on January
1, 2013, and apply to the
2013 tax roll and subsequent tax rolls.

(2) Authorize a county or municipality for the purpose of its re-
spective levy, and as provided by general law, to provide tangible per-
sonal property tax exemptions by ordinance.
This is in addition to other statewide tangible personal property tax
exemptions provided by the Constitution and this amendment.

Full Text: 

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 3.  Taxes; exemptions.—
(a) All property owned by a municipality and used exclu-

sively by it for municipal or public purposes shall be exempt from
taxation. A municipality, owning property outside the municipality,
may be required by general law to make payment to the taxing unit in
which the property is located. Such portions of property as are used
predominantly for educational, literary, scientific, religious or chari-
table purposes may be exempted by general law from taxation.

(b) There shall be exempt from taxation, cumulatively, to
every head of a family residing in this state, household goods and per-
sonal effects to the value fixed by general law, not less than one thou-
sand dollars, and to every widow or widower or person who is blind
or totally and permanently disabled, property to the value fixed by
general law not less than five hundred dollars.

(c) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of its
respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of this subsection and
general law, grant community and economic development ad valorem
tax exemptions to new businesses and expansions of existing busi-
nesses, as defined by general law.  Such an exemption may be granted
only by ordinance of the county or municipality, and only after the
electors of the county or municipality voting on such question in a
referendum authorize the county or municipality to adopt such ordi-
nances. An exemption so granted shall apply to improvements to real
property made by or for the use of a new business and improvements
to real property related to the expansion of an existing business and
shall also apply to tangible personal property of such new business
and tangible personal property related to the expansion of an existing
business. The amount or limits of the amount of such exemption shall
be specified by general law. The period of time for which such ex-
emption may be granted to a new business or expansion of an existing
business shall be determined by general law. The authority to grant
such exemption shall expire ten years from the date of approval by
the electors of the county or municipality, and may be renewable by
referendum as provided by general law.

(d) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of its
respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of this subsection and
general law, grant historic preservation ad valorem tax exemptions to
owners of historic properties. This exemption may be granted only by
ordinance of the county or municipality. The amount or limits of the
amount of this exemption and the requirements for eligible properties
must be specified by general law. The period of time for which this
exemption may be granted to a property owner shall be determined
by general law.

(e)(1) By general law and subject to conditions specified
therein, twenty-five thousand dollars of the assessed value of tangible
personal property is subject to tangible personal property tax shall be
exempt from ad valorem taxation. Tangible personal property is also
exempt from ad valorem taxation if the assessed value of such prop-
erty is greater than twenty-five thousand dollars but less than fifty
thousand dollars. 

(2) A county or municipality may, for the purposes of its respec-
tive tax levy, provide additional tangible personal property tax exemp-
tions by ordinance, subject to this subsection and as provided in
general law. 

(f) There shall be granted an ad valorem tax exemption for real
property dedicated in perpetuity for conservation purposes, including
real property encumbered by perpetual conservation easements or by
other perpetual conservation protections, as defined by general law. 

(g) By general law and subject to the conditions specified
therein, each person who receives a homestead exemption as provided
in section 6 of this article; who was a member of the United States
military or military reserves, the United States Coast Guard or its re-
serves, or the Florida National Guard; and who was deployed during
the preceding calendar year on active duty outside the continental
United States, Alaska, or Hawaii in support of military operations des-
ignated by the legislature shall receive an additional exemption equal
to a percentage of the taxable value of his or her homestead property.
The applicable percentage shall be calculated as the number of days
during the preceding calendar year the person was deployed on active
duty outside the continental United States, Alaska, or Hawaii in sup-
port of military operations designated by the legislature divided by
the number of days in that year. 

ARTICLE XII
SCHEDULE

SECTION 32. Tangible personal property; ad valorem tax ex-
emption.—The amendment to Section 3 of Article VII providing that
property is exempt from tangible personal property tax if the assessed
value of such property is greater than twenty-five thousand dollars
but less than fifty thousand dollars shall take effect January 1, 2013,
and applies to assessments for tax years beginning on or after January
1, 2013.

NO. 11

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE VII, SECTION 6 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION; LOW-
INCOME SENIORS WHO MAINTAIN LONG-TERM RESI-
DENCY ON PROPERTY; EQUAL TO ASSESSED VALUE.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution
to authorize the Legislature, by general law and subject to conditions
set forth in the general law, to allow counties and municipalities to
grant an additional homestead tax exemption equal to the assessed
value of homestead property if the property has a just value less than
$250,000 to an owner who has maintained permanent residency on
the property for not less than 25 years, who has attained age 65, and
who has a low household income as defined by general law.

Full Text:

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.— 

(a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate
and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner, or an-
other legally or naturally dependent upon the owner, shall be exempt
from taxation thereon, except assessments for special benefits, up to
the assessed valuation of twenty-five thousand dollars and, for all
levies other than school district levies, on the assessed valuation
greater than fifty thousand dollars and up to seventy-five thousand
dollars, upon establishment of right thereto in the manner prescribed
by law. The real estate may be held by legal or equitable title, by the
entireties, jointly, in common, as a condominium, or indirectly by
stock ownership or membership representing the owner’s or member’s
proprietary interest in a corporation owning a fee or a leasehold ini-
tially in excess of ninety-eight years. The exemption shall not apply
with respect to any assessment roll until such roll is first determined
to be in compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency
designated by general law. This exemption is repealed on the effective
date of any amendment to this Article which provides for the assess-
ment of homestead property at less than just value.

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be allowed any individual
or family unit or with respect to any residential unit. No exemption
shall exceed the value of the real estate assessable to the owner or, in
case of ownership through stock or membership in a corporation, the
value of the proportion which the interest in the corporation bears to
the assessed value of the property. 

(c) By general law and subject to conditions specified therein,
the Legislature may provide to renters, who are permanent residents,
ad valorem tax relief on all ad valorem tax levies. Such ad valorem
tax relief shall be in the form and amount established by general law. 

(d) The legislature may, by general law, allow counties or mu-
nicipalities, for the purpose of their respective tax levies and subject
to the provisions of general law, to grant either or both of the following
an additional homestead tax exemptions:

(1) An exemption not exceeding fifty thousand dollars to any
person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains
thereon the permanent residence of the owner and who has attained
age sixty-five and whose household income, as defined by general
law, does not exceed twenty thousand dollars; or. 

(2) An exemption equal to the assessed value of the property to
any person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate with a just
value less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and who has
maintained thereon the permanent residence of the owner for not less
than twenty-five years and who has attained age sixty-five and whose
household income does not exceed the income limitation prescribed
in paragraph (1). 

The general law must allow counties and municipalities to grant these
this additional exemptions exemption, within the limits prescribed in
this subsection, by ordinance adopted in the manner prescribed by
general law, and must provide for the periodic adjustment of the in-
come limitation prescribed in this subsection for changes in the cost
of living. 

(e) Each veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or totally
permanently disabled shall receive a discount from the amount of the
ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the veteran
owns and resides in if the disability was combat related, the veteran
was a resident of this state at the time of entering the military service
of the United States, and the veteran was honorably discharged upon
separation from military service. The discount shall be in a percentage
equal to the percentage of the veteran’s permanent, service-connected
disability as determined by the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by this subsection, an ap-
plicant must submit to the county property appraiser, by March 1,
proof of residency at the time of entering military service, an official
letter from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs stating
the percentage of the veteran’s service-connected disability and such
evidence that reasonably identifies the disability as combat related,
and a copy of the veteran’s honorable discharge. If the property ap-
praiser denies the request for a discount, the appraiser must notify the
applicant in writing of the reasons for the denial, and the veteran may
reapply. The Legislature may, by general law, waive the annual appli-
cation requirement in subsequent years. This subsection shall take ef-
fect December 7, 2006, is self-executing, and does not require
implementing legislation.

NO. 12

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ARTICLE IX, SECTION 7 

(Legislative)

Ballot Title: APPOINTMENT OF STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT
TO BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY
SYSTEM.—

Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution
to replace the president of the Florida Student Association with the
chair of the council of state university student body presidents as the
student member of the Board of Governors of the State University
System and to require that the Board of Governors organize such
council of state university student body presidents.

Full Text: 

ARTICLE IX
EDUCATION

SECTION 7. State University System.—
(a) PURPOSES. In order to achieve excellence through teaching

students, advancing research and providing public service for the ben-
efit of Florida’s citizens, their communities and economies, the people
hereby establish a system of governance for the state university system
of Florida. 

(b) STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM. There shall be a single
state university system comprised of all public universities. A board
of trustees shall administer each public university and a board of gov-
ernors shall govern the state university system. 

(c) LOCAL BOARDS OF TRUSTEES. Each local constituent
university shall be administered by a board of trustees consisting of
thirteen members dedicated to the purposes of the state university sys-
tem. The board of governors shall establish the powers and duties of
the boards of trustees. Each board of trustees shall consist of six citi-
zen members appointed by the governor and five citizen members ap-
pointed by the board of governors. The appointed members shall be
confirmed by the senate and serve staggered terms of five years as
provided by law. The chair of the faculty senate, or the equivalent,
and the president of the student body of the university shall also be
members. 

(d) STATEWIDE BOARD OF GOVERNORS. The board of
governors shall be a body corporate consisting of seventeen members.
The board shall operate, regulate, control, and be fully responsible for
the management of the whole university system. These responsibilities
shall include, but not be limited to, defining the distinctive mission of
each constituent university and its articulation with free public schools
and community colleges, ensuring the well-planned coordination and
operation of the system, and avoiding wasteful duplication of facilities
or programs. The board’s management shall be subject to the powers
of the legislature to appropriate for the expenditure of funds, and the
board shall account for such expenditures as provided by law. The
governor shall appoint to the board fourteen citizens dedicated to the
purposes of the state university system. The appointed members shall
be confirmed by the senate and serve staggered terms of seven years
as provided by law. The commissioner of education, the chair of the
advisory council of faculty senates, or the equivalent, and the chair of
the council of student body presidents, which council shall be organ-
ized by the board of governors and consist of all the student body pres-
idents of the state university system president of the Florida student
association, or the equivalent, shall also be members of the board.

Legals 
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IN  THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

SECOND JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

        
Case No. 11-139-DR

Division
Susan Green,
        Petitioner
and
Andreas Green,
        Respondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DIVORCE

TO:   Andreas Green
Respondent's last known 
address:
221 Avalon Plantation  
Lamont, FL  32336

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Divorce has been filed
against you and that you are required to serve a copy of your writ-
ten defenses, if any, to it on  Susan Green  whose address is 796
Mt. Olive Church Rd.  Lamont, FL  32336 on or before Septem-
ber 10,  2012, and file the original with the clerk of this Court at
1 Courthouse Cir. Monticello, FL   32344 before service on Pe-
titioner or immediately thereafter.  If you fail to do so, a default
may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the peti-
tion.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are
available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court's office.  You may re-
view these documents upon request. 
Dated:  August 8, 2012

Clerk of Circuit Court
By:  Sherry Sears,

Deputy Clerk
        8/10, 17, 24, 31/12 

NOTICE

The JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD will hold
their regularly scheduled Board meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 10, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held in
the Board Room located at 1490 W. Washington Street, Mon-
ticello, FL.  An electronic version of the agenda and its sup-
porting documents is available on their website at
www.edline.net/pages/jcsb.  Any questions may be directed

to the District Offices at 850-342-0100.                    8/31/12

NOTICE TO GENERAL CONTRACTORS

The Jefferson County Housing Authority (JCHA) plans to utilize
existing funding under the State Housing Initiatives Partnerships
(SHIP) Program to rehabilitate owner-occupied properties in Jef-
ferson County.  This program is designed to perform general code
related repairs and improvements for low and low to moderate-in-
come homeowners.  If you, or a contractor you know, are a licensed
housing rehabilitation contractor and are interested in bidding for
this work, please call 850-877-1908 to request an application for
the Jefferson County SHIP Rehabilitation program.  The JCHA
plans to hold a contractors meeting and walk-through on September
7, 2012 at 10:00am for rehabilitation work to be conducted on one
(1) property in Jefferson County.  Bids will be due on that property
by September 21, 2012
Items eligible for repair include roofs, heating systems; plumbing,
electrical and other code related housing systems.  Contractors must
provide proof of workers compensation (or exemption) and liability
insurance: $1,000,000 coverage for contractor’s public liability (in-
cluding accidental death and bodily injury), comprehensive cover-
age and property damage, to be considered for this program.   
If you have any questions regarding this notice, please call Meridian
Community Services Group, Inc. at 850-877-1908.
Jefferson County is an equal opportunity employer. Minority Busi-
ness Enterprises (MBE)/Women Owned Business Enterprises
(WBE)/ Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) and Section 3
Business Entities are encouraged to participate.  Jefferson County
supports Equal Opportunity Employment and Drug Free Workplace
policies. 8/31/12

THE
MONTICELLO

NEWS
The official

Legal organ for
Monticello and

Jefferson County

Deadline
for Legal Ads

is Monday at 3
p.m. for the
Wednesday
paper, and

Wednesday at
3 p.m. for the
Friday paper.

Email to: 
monticellonews@
embarqmail.com

Fax to:
850-997-3774

Call us:
850-997-3568
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The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart

How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are
listed below. The major feeding times are the best for the sportsman
and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding times can also have good

success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  August 31, 2012 through September 7, 2012
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
September 1

*1:10 AM
7:30 AM
*1:40 PM
7:50 PM

Sunday, 
September 2

*2:00 AM
8:20 AM
*2:30 PM
8:45 PM

Tuesday, 
September 4

*3:40 AM
9:50 AM
*4:10 PM
10:20 PM

Wednesday,
September 5

*4:30 AM
10:40 AM
*4:55 PM
11:10 PM

Thursday,
September 6

*5:20 AM
11:30 AM
*5:45 PM

Friday,
September 7

12:00 AM
*6:10 AM
12:20 PM
*6:30 PM

Friday,
August 31
*12:30 AM
6:45 AM

*12:50 PM
7:00 PM

Monday, 
September 3

*2:55 AM
9:10 AM
*3:20 PM
9:30 PM

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!

Outdoors 

BRYANT THIGPEN
ECB Publishing

For some, barrel racing
is just a sport. But for three
sisters, Dana, Susan and
Monica, it’s a family affair.
The family originally lived
in the Capital city, but as the
city grew and stretched its
borders, the head of  the
house decided it was time to
move to the country. So, the
family packed their bags
and moved to Monticello
where they have called
home ever since. 

“Our step-dad did
rodeos when we were kids,
so we grew up around
horses,” Susan said. “He
was very successful in the
rodeo business, and we
were at awe of  how good he
was at training the animals.
Whatever he commanded,
they did just what he told
them to do. He was our in-
spiration.”

The passion that was
ignited in them as children
still burns strong today. “We
love the animals, and we
love the competition,” Dana
stated. The sisters grew up
participating in team rop-
ing competitions. In fact, as
children, they beat a gentle-
man at the Watermelon Fes-
tival in Monticello, who
later went on to become a
nine-time world champion. 

In 1995, Susan was the
first to begin competing as
a barrel racer, with Monica
finding her way into the
sport in 1998 and Dana in

2000. Barrel racing is a com-
petition that is held at
rodeos, but in the 1990’s the
sport gained so much popu-
larity that it became a sport
of  its own. Barrel racing is
a timed event sport in
which an unlimited num-
ber of  participants compete
to complete a four-leaf
clover shaped track. 

“In a local competition
for our district, we’ll have
anywhere from 90 to 120
competitors. But for a na-
tional competition, there
could be two thousand plus
competitors. It’s a growing
sport and continues to in-
crease,” said Dana.

Down through the
years, the sisters have gath-
ered many accolades from
the sport. In 1998, Susan
qualified to be one of  four
people who would represent
the southeastern circuit at
the National Women’s
Rodeo in Fort Worth, Texas.
All three sisters have quali-
fied for the National Barrel
Horse Association World
Championship Show in
Perry, Ga. Trophy saddles,
pads, belt buckles, various
tack and money prizes have
gone home with these sis-
ters, and still today, they
continue to place in the top
five in the district and go on
to represent in the World
Championship Show. 

“In order to be compet-
itive, you have to put a lot
into it,” Monica said. “It’s a
daily thing. The horses

have to be fed and they have
to exercise. The horse is a
competitor, too.” In prepa-
ration leading to the events,
horses must be on certain
diets and kept in shape. To
keep the horse physically
conditioned, the sisters will
perform drills, such as run-
ning and sprints. The rider
must spend time with the
horse as well so it knows
the voice and commands.
But it’s also important for
the rider to stay in shape.
“It’s like swimming,” Dana
explained. “When you
swim, you use muscles that
you wouldn’t typically use
on a day-to-day basis. So it’s
very important for both the
rider and the horse to be
physically fit.”

The day of  the competi-
tion, many hours of  prepa-
ration is spent before the
truck and trailer arrives at
the arena. The day begins
very early in the morning
with feeding the horse. The
next thing on the list of
things to do is to clean the
horse and load the tack
(equipment) into the trailer.
After loading up the horse,
it’s time to head to the des-
tination. 

Upon arrival, the com-
petitor pays the administra-
tion fees and finds their
place on the roster. The
horse is then unloaded and
saddled up. The rider and
the horse then perform
their warm-up exercises be-
fore they take their place in

the show.
“There are moments of

intensity,” Monica said
laughing. “It’s set up to be a
family fun sport, but it is
very competitive. We’re all
there competing against
each other, but if  some-
body’s tack breaks or needs
something, it’s nothing un-
common for anyone to take
their saddle and give it to
that person. We help each
other out.”

The competition is for
anyone who wishes to enter
and the ages vary from
youth to senior adults. “My
daughter has gone out there
and competed, and there’s
even an 85 year old man
who still goes out there and
competes,” Susan said. 

Dana added, “The most
important thing is that bar-
rel racing has taught us a
lot of  good values. You go
out there and you have fun
competing in a friendly at-
mosphere, and you still help
a friend in need, even
though they’re the ones
you’re competing against.”

“And we still open with
prayer,” she continued, ac-
knowledging prayer as a
very important part of  the
event. “Every family needs
a sport or a thing that con-
tinues to bring them to-
gether, and for our family,
it’s been barrel racing.” 

It’s also a sport that has
been passed down to
Susan’s daughter, Abigail,
who has taken the ropes of

the sport. 
Fran Hunt, a reporter

for the Monticello News
stated, in a January 2010
newspaper article: “Abigail
Morgan, 9, won the first go
round in her division with
16.285 seconds, out of  1,509
riders in the Open Division
during the National Barrel
Horse Association World
Championship, October 25-
31, and won $1,099 and a
buckle.” 

Not only has the sis-
ters’ horses made the head-
lines in shows, but they
were also featured in a
movie that was released in
2000 titled, Recount.  The
filming of  the HBO movie
took place in Tallahassee

and was about the weeks
after the 2000 presidential
election. Star actress Laura
Dern plays the role of
Katherine Harris who
served as the Secretary of
State of  Florida during the
time of  the election, was
caught on camera riding
the horse. 

“When you’re passion-
ate about something, you do
it well,” Susan said. Maybe
that’s why the family has
had such great success
down through the years.
Barrel racing provides for a
great family atmosphere
with much fun in compet-
ing. But for Susan, Monica
and Dana, it’s a family af-
fair. 

Barrel Racing Is A Family Affair

Dana Morgan Susan Morgan Monica Roberts

Abigail Morgan

Donna, Bill and Pops
This is not a goodbye, but a
congratulation towards your
road to a new beginning.
Although, I am going to
miss your jokes and enter-
taining dance moves.  I
will forever have the
memories of those expe-
riences that we have
shared together to remind
me of your presence.

Mary Alice

P/S They can't come back
without bringing me the
fish.

Employed for 12 years of
a wonderful successful

and learning experience.
Lots of luck in your new

adventures in life. Thanks
and much love - 

Marie Miller

Bill, Donna and Pop
Im so excited for you and
i pray that God will bless
you all abudantly as you
turn the page and begin a
new chapter in your life.
Thank you for all the
Love, Memories and
wonderful friendships

Lynn, Jared and Summer

Donna, Bill and Pops,
One year ago I came to the
Hill Top looking for a job.
What I found was a family.  A
group of people who are
kind,  caring and compassion-
ate.  I have enjoyed my time
with you, and you will be
greatly missed.

Nina
Farewell to the Lamont and Assad Family
First I want to say this truely farewell not goodbye. I would
like to thank you for everythng you have brought into
mine and my families life, you will always be in our hearts
and thoughts. We will truely miss you. May you be
blessed in all your endeavors.

Good luck, the Calhoun and Shiver Family
Too all our devoted customers see ya at the hilltop

Donna, Bill and Pops
Thank you for thirteen years of insanity, Love you guys
very much, and wish you happiness with your new ad-
ventures!  As one chapter ends a new one starts.  I love
you guys and will miss you.  Bill you owe me a fishing
trip, We can’t go with out Lucy.

Tammy Metts

Celebrating 16 Years with the

Hilltop
Country Store

Donna, Bill 
and Pops

Fairwell to our 
Hilltop Family-

From Your Employees
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