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Those leading the fight to keep Jeffer-

son Correctional Institution (JCI) from
closing won another victory on Wednesday,
Feb. 15, when the Senate budget committee
voted like its counterpart in the House to
spare the prison. 
A budget amendment introduced by

Senator Bill Montford and unanimously ap-
proved by the budget committee instructs
the Florida Department of  Corrections
(FDOC) to find $10.2 million in its budget to

keep JCI open for at least another year.
“The amendment also directs the

FDOC to do a local economic impact study
before closing any small county state
prison in the future,” Jefferson County
Commission Chairman Hines Boyd said on
Thursday morning. 
Boyd was one of  several local leaders to

attend the hearing. Others there were Com-
missioner Stephen Fulford, Clerk of  Court
Kirk Reams and Economic Development Di-
rector Julie Conley. 
Boyd said the bill next goes to the full

Senate, where it is expected to pass. He said

differences between the House and Senate
bills are minor and expected to be worked
out amiably in the House and Senate con-
ference committee.
“The amendment’s passage looked iffy

at times,” Boyd related.  “On Tuesday, sev-
eral local officials, including Commis-
sioner Betsy Barfield, Property Appraiser
Angela Gray, and Reams where walking the
Capitol talking to members of  the Senate
Budget Committee.  They weren’t getting
much encouragement. On Wednesday,
when the amendment was introduced, it ap-
Please See JCI Page 3

JCI SCORES SENATE WIN
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Commissioners were sched-

uled to get a briefing Thursday
evening, Feb. 16, on the proce-
dures for the abatement of  unsafe
buildings, compliments of  Plan-
ning Attorney Scott Shirley.
The briefing arises from Com-

missioner Betsy Barfield’s request

for guidelines on how the commis-
sion should deal with unsafe, un-
sightly buildings, citing in
particular the dilapidated former
Brahman Restaurant on the west-
ern outskirts of  the city. 
Shirley tried several times,

with varying degrees of  success,
to move the discussion away from
specific buildings and to a more
generic discussion of  the issue.

He noted that unsafe building
abatement procedures already ex-
isted in the codebook. He said
those procedures entailed the des-
ignated county agency notifying
the owner of  the violation and fol-
lowing the appeals process. 
It was important that due

process be preserved, Shirley said,
recommending that he be allowed
Please See BUILDINGS Page 3

COMMISSIONERS SET TO FOCUS
ON UNSAFE BUILDINGS, AGAIN

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer
Economic develop-

ment proponents gener-
ally agree that jobs
creation is a good thing
and that more needs to be
done locally to spur eco-
nomic activity, as a joint
meeting of  the Economic
Development Council
(EDC) and the Jefferson
County Commission un-
derscored on Monday
morning, Feb. 13. 
The question, or the
Please See STATE

FUNDS Page 3
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SPRING
SPORTS

REGISTRATION
DEADLINE
SATURDAY

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer
Pre-registration for

the annual County Recre-
ation Department Spring
Sports program will be
ongoing throughout the
month of  February, with
the final deadline for reg-
istering set at noon until 2
p.m., Saturday, February
18.
The registration fee is

$35 for T-Ball, Machine
Pitch and Girl’s Youth
Softball;  $45 for Cal Rip-
kin baseball; and $55 for
the Babe Ruth league.
T-Ball is for athletes

ages 4-6 (must be 4 by
April 30, 2012); Machine
Pitch, ages 7-9 (must be 7
by April 30, 2012); Cal Rip-
kin Baseball, ages 10-12
(must be 10 by April 30,
2012); Babe Ruth, ages 13-
15 (must be 13 by April 30,
2012); and Girl’s Youth
Softball, ages 10-15 (must
be 10 by April 30, 2012).
Recreation Director

Mike Holm reports that
registrations will not be
taken over the phone.
The absolute deadline

to ensure a spot on a team
is February 18.  Those
missing the deadline 
Please see DEAD-

LINE Page 3
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The cold weather aside, which may have affected

participation to a degree, the organizer of  the bicycle
races held here last weekend is calling the event a
veritable success. 
Jack Tomassetti, past president of  the FSU Cy-

cling Club and director of  the 3rd annual Seminole
Cycling Classic, said 115 bicyclists registered for the
two-day event, held Feb. 11-12. 
Tomassetti said 115 was less than he had ex-

pected or planned for, citing the unexpected cold,
blustery front that blew in during the weekend as a
possible factor in the reduced participation. 
“Last year we had 160 participants and the year

before that it was 120,” he said.
Even so, those who had participated in the races

enjoyed the event “and thought of  it as one of  the
best races they’d ever been to,” Tomassetti said.
“It’s good that the racers perceived the race well,”

he said. “It will be good for the following years to help
draw larger crowds. Jefferson County and Monticello
really supported the race and everyone took notice
and really appreciated it. The cold and windy
weather made the race weekend difficult, but overall,
it was a really successful weekend. I’m excited to
start thinking about next year.”
Coming in first, second and third places respec-

tively were Jimmy Schurman of  Brevard College;
Shawn Gravois of  the University of  Florida; and
Zach Nave of  King College.
Others of  the named 18 winners represented

Florida State University, the University of  South
Florida, Clemson University, Georgia Southern Uni-
versity, Georgia State University and the University
of  Georgia.     
The biggest of  three annual bicycling events

sponsored by the FSU Cycling Club, the southeast col-
legiate sanctioned races feature competitions of  var-
ious lengths and endurances and earn participants
points for the national competition, which is sched-
uled this year for the spring in Utah.
This is the first time that the Seminole Cycling

Classic has been held in Monticello and Jefferson
County. In previous years, the races have taken place
in western Leon and eastern Gadsden counties
The FSY Cycling Club is dedicated to encourag-

ing cycling as a fun activity for recreation, trans-
portation, fitness and competition. The organization
Please See BIKE RACE Page 3

Organizer 
Calls Weekend
Bicycle Races
Successful 
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ECB Publishing
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Upward Sports Basketball &

Cheerleading is being offered now to
all Jefferson County students, in
kindergarten through sixth grade, at
Elizabeth Baptist Church. Evaluation
days will begin on Saturday, February
18 from 9 to 11 a.m. and will continue
on Monday, February 20 from 7 to 9
p.m. and on Thursday, February 23
from 7 to 9 p.m.
Upward Sports provides a fun, kids

sports experience based on healthy
competition. Last year, nearly 550,000
students had a great kids basketball,
kids soccer, kids flag football or kids
cheerleading experience through more
than 5,000 leagues or sports camps. Up-
ward Sports is the world’s largest
Christian sports league for children. 
The children will be processed

through drills that will allow for the
leaders to evaluate their skill levels so
teams are made equal for every child 
Please See UPWARD SPORTS

Page 3

Upward Sports 
Program Starts
This Weekend

A new outreach

center/sports facility is 

being built at the site of 

the Elizabeth Baptist Church,

4124 Bassett Dairy Road 

in Monticello.



Jefferson County youth participated in the an-
nual 4H Adopt-A-Road Project on Saturday morning,
February 4. Together they picked up over 200-pounds
of  trash on a two-mile stretch of  Lake Road. 

After the cleanup the youth enjoyed a pizza
lunch. A very special thanks to the Jefferson County
Solid Waste Department for installing a new sign. 

4H youth participating in the event were: Amalee
Addison, Jasmine Addi-
son, Allison Cone, Don-
tray Hopkins, Rondray
Hopkins, Marcus Hug-
gins, Otis Scott, Tearra
Scott and Teneisha Scott. 

For more informa-
tion about the County 4H
program, contact County
Extension Director/4-H
John G. Lilly, Sr. at 275
North Mulberry Street in
Monticello, or call 850-342-
0187, or email to
jgl@ufl.edu Jefferson
County 4H is the place
where there’s fun in learn-
ing and learning in fun!
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Cody Pentecostal
Holiness Church

Is Showing The Movie

COURAGEOUS
Sunday , February 19th, 6:00 P.M.

Free to the public- Come & be blessed
Youth Group “Flame 4:12” 
will be selling steak fajitas, 

at 5:00 P.M. in the fellowship hall

Cody Pentecostal Holiness Church
3812 Tram Road, Monticello, FL
850-997-6774

The annual meeting of  the Girl Scouts of  the
Florida Panhandle is scheduled to be held on Saturday,
March 3 in at the Greensboro Elementary School in
Quincy. The meeting will begin at 11 a.m. There will be
a Silent Auction fundraiser and refreshments will be
served. All registered members 14 years of  age and
older are encouraged to attend and vote. Registrations
must be completed for verification of  membership for
voting purposes. For more information email to
hjones@gscfp.org

The community is invited to the Chamber Busi-
ness After 5 on Tuesday, February 21 from 5 to 7 p.m. at
Jefferson Early Head Start. Come support one of  Jef-
ferson County’s local businesses and learn more about
what they do.

The 3rd Annual Chamber Chili Challenge is sched-
uled for Friday, March 9 at the Monticello Opera House.
Members are asked to help sell tickets. Tickets are $6
each and will get you all the chili you can eat. Stay and
dance to the sounds of  ‘19/South,’ beginning at 8 p.m.
There will be a cash bar. The chili judging will be held
from 5 to 6 p.m. The doors will open to the public at 6
p.m. There’s still room for a few more chili cooker con-
testants. Call or stop by the Chamber of  Commerce to
sign up, 850-997-5552.

Chamber membership has its perks… bulk mail-
ing! Bulk mailings to your customers offering dis-
counts, or to potential new customers is a great way to
advertise your business. Currently the Jefferson Arts
Gallery, Kessler Construction, the Historical Associa-
tion and the Chamber make the most use of  the bulk-
mailing permit. Using bulk mail permit saves you
money on mailings of  200+. If  you choose to do a bulk
mailing, contact the Chamber. 

The Chamber has held educational business sem-
inars for its members, another membership perk, that
have been fairly well attended. In January, before the
Business Expo, four seminars were held, at no charge:
*Smoking Cessation Seminar through Tobacco Free
Jefferson County *FaceUp to FaceBook and Twitter by
Natalie Binder *How to Start a Business Incubator by
Dr. Dallas Garrett and *Designing Better Brochures
and Websites by Melanie Mays. In February Jonathan
Wiggins from the SBDC offered a workshop on *Start-
ing a Business and an audio conference on *Stress
Management for Women was held. And, on Tuesday,
February 28 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. there will be another
‘free to members’ seminar on *Business Plans Ba-
sics. No matter how large or small, all businesses need
a business plan. This introductory workshop will ex-
plain and illustrate the business plan format as well as
provide an overview of  the contents of  a good business
plan and how to use it as a road map to success.

If  any Chamber member would like one-on-one
training on designing brochures, working with photos
and website training, call Director Melanie Mays at the
Chamber for an appointment. Dr. Garrett is also avail-
able for consultations at 1-276-728-8407. 

On February 3 a bus tour with tourists from Iowa
visited Monticello for just an hour. They took a tour of
the Opera House and the Wirick-Simmons House. They
were very impressed with our little town and will make
arrangements to come back and stay overnight, and
perhaps see a show at the Opera House in the future.
This could mean spending money in Jefferson County!
Tourism is money that stays in our town and a boost
to our economy. 

All community mem-
bers interested in promot-
ing a healthy, tobacco free
lifestyle should plan to at-
tend the inaugural meet-
ing of  the Tobacco Free
Jefferson Partnership.
The date is Monday, Febru-
ary 20 at the Jefferson
County Health Depart-
ment in the Annex Confer-
ence Room located at 1175
West Washington Street in
downtown Monticello at 4
p.m. Call to 850-342-
0170X2081 or X2101 to re-
serve seating. This
community-based organi-
zation promotes policy
change through education
about the dangers of  to-
bacco use, the benefits of
cessation and the risks of
secondhand smoke expo-
sure. The focus of  Tobacco
Free Jefferson will include
specific policies and goals
that support a tobacco free
lifestyle for Jefferson
County residents. Refresh-
ments will be served. 

Keep the Jefferson
homeless and substandard
housing in your prayers
today and always. More
and more Americans are
only a paycheck away
from being homeless.

Hi There!
Remember how The Jefferson County Humane Society had dog

washes in the summer time on the 3rd Saturday of every month?

We are now doing ear cleaning
and nail clipping – donation $7.

Held at Wag the Dog, 315 N. Jefferson, Monticello
from 10am – 1pm 

February 18th

Jeri Kimbrel and volunteers are ready 
to pamper your dogs.  

Call 997-4932 for more information.

Jefferson County Living

4H Adopt-A-Road Project

The following 4H youth participated in the annual 4H Adopt-A-Road Project on February 4, 2012. They

are from left to right: Dontray Hopkins, Teneisha Scott, Jasmine Addison, Amalee Addison, Allison Cone,

Marcus Huggins, Tearra Scott, Rondray Hopkins and Otis Scott.
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to do a presentation on the procedures and appeals
process and other issues related to unsafe buildings
at the next commission meeting.   

Notwithstanding Shirley’s repeated admonitions
that speakers refrain from addressing specific build-
ings, as it violated due process absent the proper pub-
lic notice of  the item, a couple of  commissioners and
citizens continued to focus on the Brahman.

Why couldn’t the property simply be condemned,
the building demolished, and a lien put on the prop-
erty? It was stated that the owner previously had ex-
pressed a willingness to have the building
demolished and the property cleared. 

To which questions and statements Shirley reit-
erated that the discussion needed to remain general.

“The county needs to establish a process and not
target a particular building,” Shirley said. “There is
more than one unsafe building that will come before
you. I would like to brief  you on the entire unsafe
building abatement process.”

Commission meeting start at 6 p.m. and are held
in the courthouse annex on Water Street.  

that plays. All children will be placed on a team and
all children will play during every game.

The boys and girls league will run for eight weeks
with one hour practices weekly and a one hour game
on Saturdays. The teams will be boys and girls:
kindergarten, first and second grades, third and
fourth grades, fifth and sixth grades. One-
league/seven groups. 

Family friendly schedules will allow for family
time, mentoring time and devotion time. It’s impor-
tant that Upward Sports has a schedule that reflects
these times with a one hour practice and a one hour
game a week; with emphasis on teaching fundamen-
tals and fun.

Upward Sports limits time commitments to avoid
player and parent burnout. Upward Sports focuses on
healthy competition, sportsmanship, skills building
and fun versus the ‘win-at-all-costs’ mentality found
in many sports leagues.

Churches around the world partner with Upward
Sports, the world’s largest sports league for kids, to
provide a positive
and family friendly
sports experience
that welcomes the
entire community. 

Do you want to
join in the fun? Vol-
unteer opportuni-
ties with these fun
kids sports leagues include: head coach, cheerleading
coach, assistant coach, referee, advertising commis-
sioner, prayer partner, evaluation and orientation
team half  time devotion activity team, greeter, score-
keeper, concessions, host family, set up and clean up
crew and other opportunities.

Men and women across the nation and around
the world are teaching kids skills for the sports arena
and values for life through Upward Sports. Scholar-
ships are available. Contact League Director Don Self
today at 850-933-3311.

This is a first class sports experience. The Up-
ward Sports program is a complete package, from
quality products to the rewarding experience of
everyone who participates. Upward Sports is a posi-
tive sports experience that offers both parents and
kids exactly what they want in a sports league. Par-
ents love the family-friendly schedule, welcoming en-
vironment and coaches who teach the sport without
yelling. Kids love the fact that they get to play or
cheer every game, make new friends and have fun
learning new skills. 

To learn more about playing basketball, flag foot-
ball, soccer or cheering, get involved today. This is
something brand new for Jefferson County; lets make
get started now. Let’s have fun, make new friends and
play at least half  of  every game. Play fun sports with
other kids like you at Upward Sports. 

Basketball and cheerleading fun will include
sharp motions, loud voices and a smiling face, be-
cause that’s what being a cheerleader and basketball
player is all about. Upward Sports Basketball &
Cheerleading is not about winning or losing.

will be placed on a waiting list, with no exceptions.
Players will be given a choice of  playing on the

same team as last year, if  returning to the same
league, or they will be placed in a draw.

Pre-register now at the Recreation Park or come
by the Recreation Park Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
or Friday from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m.

For further information contact Holm at 342-0240.

point at which proponents some-
times diverge, is exactly what
needs to be done to spur the de-
sired effect and how to go about
doing it. This divergence of  opin-
ion was evident at the joint meet-
ing, at least insofar as the
proposal that the EDC put forth.
That proposal calls for the com-
mission to take the $700,000 or so
that the county receives annually
from the state in fiscally con-
strained funding and dedicate one
year’s worth of  the money to the
economic development effort. 

EDC Chairman Ron Cichon
made the proposal, although the
idea is one that has been floating
around for a while and was first
presented to the EDC a month ago.

“We have been fishing with-
out bait and charged with secur-
ing economic development with
little more than a handshake and
a smile,” Cichon said. “We have no
tools to do the job. We’d like to
change the mindset. We ask that
the commission take the fiscally
constrained funding of  $700,000

and put it into economic develop-
ment.”

Cichon offered that with such
a funding resource, the EDC could
build a speculative building for
prospective businesses or improve
the industrial park or undertake
any number of  other projects to
spur economic development that
the group couldn’t do at present.

“We need the available re-
sources to be able to get in the
game,” Cichon said. ‘We can’t do it
with a smile and a handshake.” 

He asked for establishment of
an ad-hoc committee of  EDC and
commission members to set the
parameters for how the $700,000
would be used, what goals would
be pursued, and what the priori-
ties would be, among other consid-
erations.            

Commission Chairman Hines
Boyd alone responded. He initially
offered that a great many ideas ex-
isted concerning economic devel-
opment and that the topic was one
that the commission was sched-
uled to discuss at length at its

coming meeting on the
Thursday evening. 
Boyd, however, also made

it clear subsequently that he
wasn’t enamored of  the idea
of  using the fiscally con-
strained money for economic
development purposes. His
argument was that the fis-
cally constrained funding
was necessary to help cover
the budget, as ad-valorem
taxes didn’t generate enough
money to cover the county’s
operating costs.  
“The fiscally constrained

money plays a big part in our
budget,” Boyd said. “If  we
eliminate or allocate it else-
where, it would mean raising
the millage rate. It’s what en-
ables us to keep the millage
rate at eight mills now.”
Boyd, a proponent of

small businesses incubators
and redefining the county co-
ordinator’s office to give it
more of  an economic devel-
opment function, zeroed in
on the third leg of  the
proverbial three-legged eco-
nomic development stool. If
one leg represented starting
new businesses, a second re-
taining and expanding exist-
ing business, and the third
recruiting and attracting
businesses, Boyd put his
money on the first and sec-
ond legs. 
If  the successful recruit-

ment and attraction of  new

businesses entailed having appro-
priately zoned lands, an inventory
of  readily available buildings, a
properly educated workforce and
an adequate transportation sys-
tem, Jefferson County failed in
three of  the four requirements, he
said.     

“Transportation is the only
asset we have,” Boyd said. “Where
does that leave us?”

What’s more, the county was
next door to Georgia, which had
an aggressive incentives program
to attract businesses.  

His conclusion: Given its dis-
advantages, the community had
given the EDC an impossible mis-
sion to recruit new businesses,
and it was time to refocus and re-
define the strategy and goal, he
said. Cichon took issue with the
implication that the EDC had fo-
cused solely on business recruit-
ment, citing the organization’s
efforts on behalf  of  existing busi-
nesses. But Boyd stuck to his
point.

“It seems to me that business
startup and retention is where we
need to focus,” he said. “If  we can
build up these two legs of  the
stool, then we can be successful
with the third leg.”

The other commissioners did-
n’t weigh in on the issue. Boyd’s
contention that the fiscally con-
strained money was better used to
help balance the budget rather
than to promote economic devel-
opment didn’t go completely un-
challenged, however. Julie Conley,
economic development director,
and Dick Bailar, a member of  the
Jefferson Legislative Committee,
questioned the wisdom of  using
the funding for budgetary pur-
poses, given the money is ex-
pected to go away in 2015.

Offering a historical perspec-
tive of  the legislation that set up
the funding, Bailar argued it was
the Legislature’s intention that
economically strapped counties
such as Jefferson that qualified
for the funding use it to develop or
enhance their economic sustain-
ability. He and Conley said they
would be chagrined to have the
legislators asked them how Jeffer-
son County had used the money
and have to respond that it had
been used to balance the budget.

And so run two schools of
thoughts on the use of  the fiscally
constrained monies for the fur-
therance of  economic develop-
ment, an issue that was likely to
receive much discussion at the
commission meeting on Thursday
evening, Feb. 16.  

is open to cyclists of  every discipline and ability, from
new riders to pros. The club competes in the South-
east Collegiate Cycling Conference (SECCC), as well
as other cycling events.

For more information, contact Tomassetti at 904-
415-3833 or jacktomassett@gmail.com.

peared to meet resist-
ance from the budget
chair and some of  his
key lieutenants.  Seeing
that trouble, Sen. Mont-
ford asked to have the
vote postponed until he
could work out a solu-
tion.  Montford privately
conferred with the
budget chair and Senate
President Pro Tempore
Mike Bennett.  They
agreed to minor changes
that seemed to resolve
the issue.” 

Boyd credited Sen.
Bennett with appearing
to be key in working out
the compromise.  

“He has a close rela-

tionship with our lobby-
ist Wendy Bitner and
has been very helpful to
her,” Boyd said.  “So, at a
critical moment, we
again saw the effective-
ness of  our lobbyists at
work.  We still can’t say
enough about the fabu-
lous job Wendy Bitner
and Chris Doolin have
done for us.  Most vet-
eran Tallahassee lobby-
ists didn’t give them
much of  a chance four
weeks ago.  But they
came through.  Like-
wise, Chris and Wendy
would be the first to say
that they couldn’t have
been this effective with-

out the strong and active
support they have re-
ceived from members of
the community and the
good story we kept
telling.”

Boyd said the Senate
budget committee was
clear that the FDOC
would not be receiving
additional funds to keep
JCI open. The depart-
ment must find the
money within its cur-
rent $1+ billion budget,
he said. 

“ Finding $10.2 mil-
lion there is like saying
to someone with $1,000
in the bank, ‘You must
find a different way to

save $10,’” Boyd said.
“It’s not that difficult.
The FDOC has plenty of
options.” 

Boyd ended on a cau-
tionary note. 

“The road ahead is
not all smooth sailing,”
he said.  “We don’t know
if  the FDOC will pre-
serve every job at JCI.
There are no guarantees
after next year.  The Gov-
ernor’s office hasn’t
weighed in yet on the
changes made by the
House and Senate. But
for now, it looks like we
will have most, if  not all,
of  those JCI jobs for at
least another year.”

All your local news, one “like” away!

facebook.com/ecbpublishing

Like new color TV.

Cable/DVD ready.

Universal remote.

Natural wood stand

included. Must see!

Call between 5 and 8

p.m. 555-0000 

GOING.

GONE.
Have An Auction Without
Leaving Your Living Room

You’ll find there’s a buyer who’s willing to take
or make your best offer for just about any-
thing you have to sell when you advertise in
the Classifieds. It’s the best place to get the
best price for whatever you have to sell.

Rather than save it forever or store it away, let
someone get good use out of it while you

make some extra cash.

Call today...997-3568

GOING.
FOR SALE!



The Jefferson County Bailar Public Library recognized Black History Month
with a special presentation from Jack Hadley, with the Jack Hadley Black His-

tory Museum in Thomasville, GA.
On Tuesday, February 14, chil-

dren and adults filled the library
community room and into the
hallway for the Black History pro-
gram. 
The room was filled with art

and other exhibits from the mu-
seum. The Thomasville museum
is the first black history of  its
kind, established to educate people
about the history and culture of
African Americans locally and na-
tionally.
Historian Jack Hadley has pre-

served over 2000 artifacts with em-
phasis on Thomasville’s first black
achievers. He has always been an
avid collector and curator of  Black
History Memorabilia. His collec-
tion traces Black American his-
tory from pre-slavery to the
present day. This exhibit encom-
passes a broad spectrum of  the
Black struggle and existence in
America and Black contribution
in helping to build and shape
America.
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Bishop And
Mueller To Wed

Benny and Liz Bishop of Monticello, FL are happy to announce the engagement of
their daughter Mary Elizabeth “Mary Beth” Bishop, also of  Monticello, to 2nd Lieut. Brett
Thomas Mueller of Stillwater, OK.

Mueller, the son of Dr. Mark and Sandy Mueller of Stillwater, is a United States Army
Airborne Infantry Officer stationed at Fort Benning, GA. He is a graduate of Stillwater
High School and Oklahoma State University. Mueller is the grandson of Dr. Robert and
Priscilla Mueller and the late Dorothy Mueller, and the late Harold and Pauline Thomas.

Bishop, a graduate of Aucilla Christian Academy and the University of Florida, is
currently the athletic director at Aucilla Christian. She is the granddaughter of Bill and
Dorothy Pickenpaugh of Monticello and Doris Bishop and the late Mordaunt “Heedley”
Bishop of Aucilla, FL.

The wedding ceremony will begin at 5 p.m. on Feb. 18, 2012, at the First Baptist
Church of Monticello and the reception will immediately follow at the First United
Methodist Church of Monticello Family Ministry Center. All friends and family are in-
vited.

Calling All
Chili Cookers

SIGN UP FOR THE 
3RD ANNUAL

MONTICELLO/JEFFERSON COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CHILI CHALLENGE 2012

March 9, 2012
Monticello Opera House

Chili Entry - $25
Set-up   3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M   Judging   5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M

CASH PRIZES!
Best Chili - $300 • Judge’s Choice - $150
Best Decorated Table - $50
People’s Choice - 1/2 of  your table’s complimentary money pot

Chili Entry Name:                                                                                                               
Chef’s Name/s:                                                                                                                   
Mailing Address:                                                                                                                 
City, State, Zip:                                                                                                                   
Phone#:                                                                                                                              
Cell#:                                                                                                                                  
Business or Sponsor Name:                                                                                               
Special Information (Example: No meat chili, exotic meats, extra hot, etc)                                          

Payment Options:                         Charge           Cash                   Check                          
$25.00 Entry Fee (Checks made payable to the Monticello Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce).
Please return form and fee to: Monticello Jefferson Chamber of Commerce
420 West Washington Street, Monticello, 
FL 32344 Phone (850) 997-5552, Fax (850) 997-1020
Visa/Master Card
Card Holder Name:                                                                Expiration Date:                 
Card Number:                                                                         Security Code:                   
Signature:                                                                               Date:                                  
The above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. I Have read the Official Contestant
Rules and Regulations and hereby agree to abide by such rules and regulations.
Signed:                                                                                             Date:                                         
Signed:                                                                                             Date:                                         

A Portion Of The 

Proceeds To Benefit The 

July 4th 

Celebrate America Fund

Angela Gray
Badcock Home Furniture
Betsy Barfield
Big Bend Pest Control
Bugsy's Bling
Bill Brumfield
Bill Hopkins, LLC
Bluebird Homes & Lands
Brick House Eatery
Campbel's Plumbing
Capital City Bank
Carrie Ann & Co.
Charles & Tracey Jackson
Charles Boland
Chicken Delight
Collins Law Firm
CP Miller
Creative Stitches
Danny Monroe
David Hobbs
Delta Land Surveyors
Dennis's Trading Post
Ed Vollertsen
Edward Jones 

Everything Realty
FMB
Gadsden Square Properties
Gelling’s Floral Design
Gibby Miller
Gulf Coast Lumber
Hines Boyd
IGA Food Outlet
Jennifer Ellis Massage
John Nelson
Johnson's Plant Farm
Johnston's Meat Market
Kessler Construction, LLC
Kirk Reams
L. Gary Wright & Associates
Marty Bishop
Mary Ann Arbulu
Miller & Miller TEPAC
Miller Accounting
Monticello Carquest
Monticello News
Monticello Pizza Kitchen
Morrow Insurance
North Florida Financial

Omega Management
Paul Michael
Pearl Street Holdings
Phil Calandra
Remax Realty
Restoration Assistance
Roger Stadin
Rosemary Tree Café
Sammy Gray
Sandra Sorenson
Shirley Washington
Simpson Nurseries
Southern Forestry Consultants
Splash & Dash Car Wash
State Farm Insurance
Steve Walker Realty
Steven Fulford
Steven Monroe
The Monty
The Sage Restaurant
Tom & Julie Conley
Tom Vogelgesang
Tupelo's Bakery & Café
United Country Realty

Thank You to the following businesses 
and individuals who contributed 

to the “Keep JCI Open” sign campaign.

JCI
MEANS

JOBS
RIGHT IDEA

WRONG LOCATION

Just for clarity, here’s why business leaders chose the message “Right Idea, Wrong Location:”
Right Idea:  Government at all levels should not waste the people’s money.  So if there
is an excess of unused prison beds, it seems logical to consolidate.  Right Idea
Wrong Location:  No other proposed prison closure in the state has the local economic

impact of JCI.  A direct impact of 6% of county jobs and a greater economic cost than the entire
county budget indicates that Jefferson County is the Wrong Location for prison closure.

Jack Hadley Presents Black 
History Program At Library

Remember how the Jefferson
County Humane Society had dog washes
in the summer time on the third Satur-
day of  every month? Well, the volunteers
are now doing ear cleaning and nail clip-
ping every third Saturday, beginning
this Saturday, February 18.

For just a donation of  $7, Jeri Kim-
brel and other volunteers will pamper
your dogs from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Wag
the Dog in downtown Monticello.

For more information contact
Teresa Kessler at 850-997-4932 or Jeri
Kimbrel at 850-997-4932.

Pamper Your Dog Saturday

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer
The Jefferson County

Republican Party is
scheduled to hold its reg-
ular monthly meeting on
Tuesday, February 21 at
the Willow Pond Planta-
tion. 
Dinner will be served

at 6 p.m. and the meeting
will be called to order at
7 p.m. If  you plan to
come for the dinner,
leave a message for
Chairman Clyde Simp-
son at 850-997-0641 or go
to chairman@jeffer-
songop.com so arrange-
ments can be made for
the amount of  food

needed. All proceeds
over the cost of  the meal
will be directed to the
local party.
The election season

is beginning to heat up
and it’s time to catch up
and get involved. For
membership to grow
your attendance is
needed.

LOCAL REPUBLICAN
PARTY TO MEET

ECB Publishing Photos by Debbie Snapp, February 14, 2012



FEBRUARY 17
Monticello Jamboree be-
gins at 7 p.m. every Fri-
day evening at 625 South
Water Street, just three
blocks north of  the
American Legion Otto
Walker Post 49. For ques-
tions or concerns contact
Curtis Morgan at 850-933-
8136 or Bobby Connell at
850-445-0049. There are
doorprizes, cold soft
drinks and snacks. 
FEBRUARY 17, 18, 24, 25 
The romantic comedy
‘Nobody’s Perfect’ opens
at the Monticello Opera
House on Friday and Sat-
urday. The play is di-
rected by Jan and Jack
Williams. Judy Turner is
the stage manager and
Denise Tosado is the
props master. The play
will be presented in the
downstairs reception
area of  the Monticello
Opera House, in an inti-
mate dinner theater set-
ting. Dinner is at 7 p.m.
and the show is at 8 p.m.
Ticket cost is $35, with
discounts for Opera
House members. Reser-
vations will be needed for
the dinner, so contact the
Opera House at 850-997-
4242 or go to www.monti-
cellooperahouse.org

FEBRUARY 18
Dog ear cleaning and nail
clipping from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on the third Satur-
day of  each month at the
JCHS Wag-the-Dog thrift
store on North Jefferson.
Jeri Kimbrel and other
volunteers are ready to
pamper your dogs for just
a $7 donation. For more
information call 850-997-
4932.

FEBRUARY 18
Road CRU Car Club
meets at 5 p.m. every
third Saturday on North
Cherry Street in front of
the Rare Door restau-
rant. There is a 50/50
drawing and lots of  door
prizes. Everyone is wel-
come to join the activities
and see some awesome
cars. Contact Ray Foskey
at 850-997-0607 for more
information.

FEBRUARY 18
Dixie Community Center
in historical Dixie, GA is
open on the first and

third Saturday nights for
an evening of  music and
dancing with live local
bands. Free line dance
classes begin at 5:30 p.m.
with the fun to follow at 7
p.m. For more informa-
tion contact Kenneth
Price at 1-229-263-7231. 

FEBRUARY 18-29
Celebration of  African
American Art at the Jef-
ferson Arts from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the gallery on
Wednesdays and Satur-
days, or by appointment;
located at 575 West Wash-
ington Street, in down-
town Monticello. Call
850-997-3311 for more in-
formation. There is no
charge and the gift shop
will be open. This exhibi-
tion will run through
February.

FEBRUARY 19
Camellia Garden Circle
usually meets on the sec-
ond Sunday at 2 p.m. The
meeting date has been
changed for this month
due to a conflict. Partici-
pants are asked to bring
goodies to share. For
more information con-
tact Chairman Jane
Davis at 850-997-4320 or
jkdeercrossing@aol.com
The group will meet at
the home of  Jennifer
French for a program on
budding, grafting and
propagation. 

FEBRUARY 20
The Palmer Place Book
Club will meet on Mon-
day at The Palmer Place.
The book to be discussed
will be ‘Arctic Chill’ by
Arnaldur Indridason.
The evening will begin
at 6 p.m. For questions
call Abi Vandervest at
850-997-4607 or email to
douwahnadance@yahoo.
com

FEBRUARY 20
Magnolia Garden Circle
meets at 12 p.m. on the
third Monday of  each
month. For more details
and information about
upcoming meetings con-
tact Chairman Chantel
Romaine at 850-997-6716.

FEBRUARY 20
MainStreet Speaker Se-
ries is a monthly pro-
gram held on the third
Monday. Program Man-
ager Anne Haw Holt

chooses the program pre-
senters and topics for the
informational value to
the residents of  Jefferson
County. She may be con-
tacted at 850-997-5110 or
ahholt@ahholt.com for
information on upcom-
ing programs or if  you
are interested in a spe-
cific topic. MainStreet
Speaker Series will begin
at 6:30 p.m., it is free and
is held at the Wirick-Sim-
mons House on North
Jefferson Street in down-
town Monticello. The
public is invited to attend
and encouraged to ask
questions. For informa-
tion about MainStreet
Monticello Florida meet-
ings and events call 850-
445-1390 or go to
www.mainstreetofmonti-
cellofl.org

FEBRUARY 20
Al-Anon meetings are
held at 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at the Anglican
Church, 124 Jefferson Av-
enue in Thomasville, GA.
For information go to
www.al-anon. alateen.org 

FEBRUARY 20
AA women’s meetings
are held on Mondays at
6:45 p.m.; AA meetings
follow at 8 p.m., at the
Christ Episcopal Church
Annex, 425 North Cherry
Street. For more informa-
tion, call 850-997-2129 or
850-997-1955.

FEBRUARY 21
Jefferson County Lions
Club meets at 1 p.m. on
the first and third Tues-
day of  each month at the
Monticello Pizza Kitchen
on East Dogwood Street.
For more information
contact Lion Debbie at
850-997-0901, leave a mes-
sage. 

FEBRUARY 21
AA classes are held every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. for
those seeking help. The
classes are held at the
Harvest Christian Cen-
ter, 1599 Springhollow
Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-
212-7669 for more infor-
mation.

FEBRUARY 21
Jefferson County Hu-
mane Society Board of
Directors meeting is held
6:30 p.m. on the third

Tuesday at Wag The Dog
Too. For more informa-
tion visit www.jchs.us or
contact Teresa Kessler,
secretary, at
teresa@kesslerconstruc-
tionllc.com Monetary
support may be posted to:
P.O. Box 954, Monticello,
FL 32345. 

FEBRUARY 21
Jefferson County Repub-
lican Party will meet at 7
p.m. on the third Tuesday
at Willow Pond Farm.
Contact Clyde Simpson
at chairman@jeffer-
songop.com or 850-228-
4400 for more
information and to make
reservations. Dinner is
served at 6 p.m. at a cost
of  $10 per person, with
the net proceeds going to
the REC. 

FEBRUARY 21
Mothers of  Preschoolers
(MOP) meets from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. on the third
Tuesday of  the month
(September through
May) at the First United
Methodist Church. This
program is geared to-
ward early pregnancy to
kindergarten mothers;
will offer a light break-
fast, a speaker and a
Christian-based pro-
gram; There will also be
creative activities just for
moms. A childcare will
be provided. Volunteers
are needed to sit and play
with the children. Con-
tact Heather Boyd at 850-
997-1041 for more
information.

FEBRUARY 22
Monticello Kiwanis Club
meets every Wednesday
at noon at the Jefferson
Country Club on the
Boston Highway for

lunch, a program and a
meeting. Contact Presi-
dent Rob Beshears at 850-
997-5054 for more
information.

FEBRUARY 23
You may qualify for assis-
tance through the Capital
Area Community Action
Agency Weatherization
Assistance Program. The
program reduces heating
and cooling costs by im-
proving the energy effi-
ciency of  the home.
Contact Nellie Thomas at
850-997-5605 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. on the fourth
Thursday for an appoint-
ment in the Dills Com-
munity area, at the
Elizabeth Missionary

Baptist Church. Contact
Pat Hall or Melissa Wat-
son at 850-997-8231 for ad-
ditional information, and
other services currently
being offered. This is free
to the client. 

FEBRUARY 23
Altrusa meets at noon on
the second and fourth
Thursday of  each month
for a meal and a meeting
at the Jefferson Senior
Citizen Center. Dr. San-
dra Whitehead will pres-
ent a program on ‘Food
Mapping’. For more in-
formation about Altrusa
International Monti-
cello/Jefferson County
call 850-997-2973 or 850-
997-3448.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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Thomasville, GA • 229-228-5569

Wednesday
Quarter Mania

6pm-Close
$6 Cover Charge

25¢ Games
25¢ Shoes

Monday
Dollar Mania

6pm-Close
$1 Games • $1 Shoes

$1 Small Draft
$1 Small Soda
$1 Small Fry

Rose Bowl Lanes

THE
Rose Bowl Lanes Are

Adults: 2 Games + Shoes = $10
Kids: 2 Games + Shoes = $7

8:00 PM - Close 
Get 3 free games of bowling with

every bought pitcher

Thirsty THURSDAY
Pitcher Night

Monday, February 20, 2012

4:00 p.m.

All community members interested in promoting a healthy, tobacco free
lifestyle are invited to the meeting of the Tobacco Free Jefferson Partners. This
community-based organization promotes policy change through education
about the dangers of tobacco use, the benefits of cessation and the risks of
secondhand smoke exposure. Tobacco Free Jefferson’s focus includes spe-
cific policies and goals that support a tobacco-free lifestyle for Jefferson
County Residents. Refreshments will be served.

Tobacco Free Jefferson
Partnership Meeting

207

You are gone but never forgotten. We love
you, yes we love you, but God loves you more. 

A year has passed, but not a day has gone by
that you are not in our hearts and on our minds.

Your children Lillie Mae Gardner, Endia
Thomas, Addie Johnson and Sarah Scurry and your grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.

Carrie Richardson
November 19, 1910 – February 13, 2011
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Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured

Stewart Heating
& Cooling

MONTICELLO’S ONLY LOCAL 
HEATING & COOLING COMPANY

Fair Friendly Service
FAMILY OWNED

Office: 850-342-3294 
Cell 850-509-0306Lic. #RA0067121

850-997-0877   850-509-1465

G l e n d a  o r  J o n
a t  8 5 0 - 9 9 7- 3 5 6 8

For Any of Your 
Advertisement Needs

TOWN & COUNTRY
TACK & RESALE SHOP

Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

Welaunee Mission-
ary Baptist Church will
host a series of  Teaching
and Training Seminars
for Jefferson County pas-
tors, ministers, deacons,
deaconesses and layper-
sons of  the church com-
munity.
The seminars will be

held from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
every Tuesday evening
after the first and third
Sundays of  each month
beginning on February 7
through June 26.
Rev. Herbert R.

Thomas, Sr., pastor.

Teaching
And Training

Seminars

Cody Pentecostal Holiness Church will
have a showing of  the movie ‘Courageous’ on
Sunday evening, February 19 at 6 p.m. This is
a free event and is open to the public.

Honor begins at home: Four men, one
calling: To serve and protect. As law enforce-
ment officers, Adam Mitchell, Nathan Hayes,
David Thomson and Shane Fuller are confi-
dent and focused. Yet at the end of  the day,
they face a challenge that none of  them are
truly prepared to tackle… fatherhood.

While they consistently give their best on
the job, good enough seems to be all they can
muster as dads. But they’re quickly discover-
ing that their standard is missing the mark.
When tragedy hits home, these men are left
wrestling with their hopes, their fears, their
faith and their fathering. Can a newfound ur-
gency help these dads draw closer to God…
and to their children?

Filled with action-packed police drama,
‘COURAGEOUS’ is the fourth film from Sher-
wood Pictures, the moviemaking ministry of
Sherwood Baptist Church in Albany, GA. Riv-
eted moviegoers will once again find them-
selves laughing, crying and cheering as they
are challenged and inspired by everyday he-

roes who long to be the kinds of  dads that
make a lifelong impact on their children. 

Protecting the streets is second nature to
these men. Raising their children in a God-
honoring way? That’s courageous.

The evening will begin at 5 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall with a dinner of  Steak Faji-

tas prepared and served by the church youth
group ‘Flame 4:12’. A donation for the meal
will be accepted. 

Cody PHC is located at 3812 Tram Road.
For more information call 850-997-6774.

‘COURAGEOUS’ The Movie Showing This Sunday

Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church in
Greenville will celebrate
Black History Month
with a special program at
11 a.m. on Sunday, Febru-
ary 19. Guest speaker will
be Rev. Annie Byrd Farlin
of  Tallahassee.
Special guests will be

the Memorial MB Church
Male Chorus, ‘Sister
Talinda Peak and Sade’
and Sis. Dorain Smith
will recite the famous ‘I
Have A Dream’ speech by
the late Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.  
Plan to attend. Come

and receive a blessing.
For more information
contact Sis. Teresa Duval,
program chairperson at
850-878-9613. Sis. Boncelia
Jackson is co-chairper-
son. Moderator JB Duval,
pastor.

SHILOH MBC
TO PRESENT

BLACK HISTORY
PROGRAM

Casa Bianca Mission-
ary Baptist Church en-
courages the community
to attend its Black History
program on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 19. Guest speaker
for this annual celebra-
tion is Terris D. Thomas.

Thomas serves in the
office of  Elder at Timothy
Baptist Church under the
leadership of  Pastor
Tracy Boles. She was li-
censed to preach in 1995
and was ordained as an
Elder in July 2000. Since
2001, Elder Thomas has
served Timothy Baptist as
Youth Pastor and Director
of  Christian Education,
where she is affection-

ately called, “Elder T.”
Most recently, she has
been employed as Director
of  Neighborhood Engage-
ment with the Whatever It
Takes Initiative in
Athens, ensuring that all
children in Athens Clarke
County are healthy, safe,
engaged and on track for
post secondary education
and career.

Elder Thomas holds a
Bachelors Degree in Bibli-
cal Education from Beu-
lah Heights University,
graduating Suma Cum
Laude as Valedictorian, a
Masters of  Arts Degree in
Christian Education from
Luther Rice University as

well as a Masters of  Sci-
ence Degree in Youth De-
velopment from Clemson
University.  

She is very active in
the community of  Athens,
GA. She has served as a
board member with the
Athens Regional Youth
Detention Center. Elder
Thomas is a member of
the Safe and Drug Free
Schools Advisory Board
with the Clarke County
School District. She
served as lead youth facil-
itator for the pilot pro-
gram, Project SAAF
“Strengthening African-
American Families” with
Center for Family Re-

search with the Univer-
sity of  Georgia, and is
currently a consultant for
ProSAAM, Program
Strengthening African
American Marriages,
with the same Center for
Family Research. Elder
Thomas serves as Chap-
lain for Marketplace Min-
istries assigned to
Pilgrim’s Pride Poultry
and Power Partners in
Athens. Serving as educa-
tional liaison for the
school aged youth of  Tim-
othy Baptist church, Elder
Thomas makes regular
school visits. Under the
leadership of  Interna-
tional Presiding Bishop

Paul S. Morton and State
Bishops Jerry Hutchins
and Stephen Hall, she
served as the State Direc-
tor of  Christian Educa-
tion for Georgia Full
Gospel Baptist Church
Fellowship from January
2004 until June 2010.

Elder Thomas is the
daughter of  Celia and
Herbert Thompson of
Monticello. She is mar-
ried to Darin S. Thomas
and they have two chil-
dren, Steffan (23 year old
son) and Dreidan (17 year
old daughter). Elder
Thomas is a 1985 graduate
of  Jefferson County High
School. 

Thomas To Present Black History Program At Casa Bianca MBC

FEBRUARY 17
Mt. Pleasant Ministries of  Capps
Florida Pastor’s Aide Committee
will celebrate with Pastor/Elder
Charles G. Smith, Sr. and First
Lady Sis. Linda Smith their 3rd An-
niversary. A pre-anniversary pro-
gram will be held at 7:30 p.m. of
Friday evening. Pastor James
Mack and the St. Rilla MBC con-
gregation will be in charge of  the
service. 

FEBRUARY 19
Mt. Pleasant Ministries of  Capps
Florida will host a pre-anniver-
sary program at 3 p.m. on Sunday.
Pastor Nathaniel Trumpet and the
Blessed Hope MBC congregation
will be in charge of  the service. 

FEBRUARY 19
Springfield AME Church will hold
its annual Black History Program
at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Speaker is Rev.

Henry R. Griffin of  Tallahassee
and the Tillman’s Gospel Chorale
of  Monticello. Rev. Stefon
McBride, pastor.

FEBRUARY 22
First United Methodist Church
will hold Ash Wednesday Service
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday in the
Sanctuary. Rev. Wayne Cook, pas-
tor.

FEBRUARY 23
Bible Study every Thursday at the
Lloyd Woman’s Club at 7 p.m. Join
with Elder Linda Ross for an
evening of  Christian faith. For
more information contact her at
850-322-3424.

FEBRUARY 24
Tent of  the Holy Guests offers

prayer for the sick and a special
scripture message every Friday at
7:30 p.m. The Tent is located at 295
West Palmer Mill in Monticello.

FEBRUARY 24
Mt. Pleasant Ministries of  Capps
Florida will host a pre-anniver-
sary program on Friday evening
at 7:30 p.m. with Pastor/Issac
Manning and the Bethpage MBC
congregation in charge of  the
service.

FEBRUARY 24, 25
Second Harvest Food Program, to-
gether with the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth MB, Hick-
ory Hill MB, Mt. Pleasant AME
and Philadelphia MB, will provide
food to anyone needing assistance

including the needy, infants and
the elderly. This is done monthly
with distribution from 9 to 10 a.m.
usually on the fourth Saturday at
the New Bethel AME Church lo-
cated at 6496 Ashville Highway.
Volunteers are also welcome to
come on Friday evening at 6:30
p.m. to help bag the food packages.
Contact Nellie Randall at 850-997-
5605 or 850-997-6929 to volunteer or
for more information about this
program. 

February 26February 26
Mt. Pleasant Ministries of  Capps
Florida will host an Anniversary
Celebration at 11 a.m. on Sunday.
Pastor Edith Hall and the Shiloh
Apostolic Faith Church congrega-
tion in charge of  the service. Pas-
tor Louise Wallace and the Mt.
Morilla MBC congregation will be
in charge of  the 3 p.m. service.

Church News Notes



The Florida Depart-
ment of  Education
(FDOE) has awarded
“Race to the Top” funds
to the Panhandle Area
Educational Consortium
(PAEC), in partnership
with Heartland Educa-
tional Consortium
(HEC) and North East
Florida Educational
Consortium (NEFEC) for
the creation and imple-
mentation of  a special
program for gifted and
talented students in par-
ticipating districts
throughout the state. Jef-
ferson County happens
to be one of  those dis-
tricts.

What is STEM?
STEM is the study and
integration of  Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics. In
year one, students in
grades 9 and 10 will be
served. Gifted students
from participating dis-
tricts will be eligible.
Each district will select
talented students based
on the district’s number
of  available slots and ac-
cording to grant criteria. 

F l o r i d a L e a r n s
STEM Scholars program

will give students indi-
vidualized guidance
counseling to: 

• Ensure individ-
ual learning needs and
strengths are addressed
when courses are sched-
uled. 

• Offer informa-
tion about career aware-
ness and readiness. 

• Provide scholar-
ship information. 

• Support the so-
cial and emotional needs
of  gifted and talented
students. 

Regional STEM
Scholar Forums: 

• Provide students
the opportunity to meet
and work with scholars

from neighboring com-
munities. 

• Include engag-
ing and challenging
problems which will re-
quire collaboration. 

• Allow opportu-
nities to interact with
workplace and/or aca-
demic professionals. 

• Include team
building, goal setting,
and ethical leadership
skills. 

• Transportation
provided. 

Internship Experience
As juniors and sen-

iors, students will be eli-
gible to intern in
business or industry to
gain experience in
STEM-related fields dur-
ing the 2012-2013 and
2013-2014 school years.

The STEM Scholars
from Jefferson County
recently attended a Re-
gional Forum in Madi-
son, Florida at North
Florida Junior Col-
lege(NFJC). The stu-
dents were able to
participate in Science
and Law Enforcement
activities that dealt with
DNA and CSI activities.
Those students were as
following:

• Kyler Locke
• Ja’lexia Sloan
• Tiana Jarrell
• Alexcia Dean
• Da’Shawna Scott

• Guadalupe Serna
• Phidell Lewis
• Stefan Roberts
• Qua’Bryss 

Crumitie
• Quanshaydria   

Dunlap
• Alexis Allen
• Roxie Bellamy
• Nikolas L. 

Branham
• Danella Potter
• Trey Brannon
• Ambrosia 

Branham

University of  Florida
Experience

• Rising juniors
and seniors selected
through an application
process. 

• Housing, meals,
and transportation pro-
vided. 

• W e e k - l o n g
STEM immersion will
include: 

Hands-on STEM ac-
tivities 

High interest STEM-
related field trips 

Visits to STEM-re-
lated research labs 

In-depth content in-
struction 

Interaction with uni-
versity faculty

The Mentor Teacher

and Adviser for the pro-
gram is Mr. W. Saffo, who
is the Technology In-
structor at Jefferson
County Middle High
School. There is a plan to
establish a STEM Acad-
emy at Jefferson County
Middle High in the near
future.

Mr. Saffo has already
taken the initiative to es-
tablish and implement a
Middle School STEM
Academy. More informa-
tion on the establish-
ment of  a STEM
Academy will be forth-
coming.  Ms. Barbara
Hunter serves as the H.S.
Guidance Counselor for
the students. Instrumen-
tal in acquiring this pro-
gram for our district was
Dr. Kelvin Norton, Assis-
tant Superintendent.
“We are looking for sup-
port, involvement and
sponsorship from any
businesses in the area
for the benefit of  our stu-
dents,” stated Mr. Saffo.
Please contact Mr. Saffo
or Ms. Hunter at Jeffer-
son County Middle High
School with any con-
cerns or questions. The
phone number is
(850)997-3555(JCMHS).

www.ecbpublishing.comFriday, February 17, 2012 Jefferson County Journal • 7

School & Education 

The Jefferson County School Board recognizes
Senovia Williams, M.S.W. She is the Florida Depart-
ment of  Education GEAR UP Site Coordinator/Col-
lege Readiness Coach for Jefferson County Middle
High School.  

GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early Awareness
and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs. The
GEAR UP program is a federally funded program de-
signed to increase the college-going rate of  low-in-
come students. 

Some of  the many services that GEAR UP in-
cludes are: college tours, cultural enrichment activi-
ties, Summer Institutes and Academies, college fairs,
tutoring/mentoring, AVID program, financial aid
workshops, assisting students with college search,
application process and financial aid, provide aca-
demic support, and professional development for
teachers.  

Williams has been working with students and
staff  at Jefferson County Middle High School since
November 2010. Her hard work, dedication and care
for the students, staff, parents and community mem-
bers are above and beyond.  

We are proud to have Senovia Williams as a part
of  the Jefferson County School System. 

JCMHS 
Senovia Williams 

Recognized

The Jefferson
County Parent Involve-
ment Committee an-
nounces the 2nd Annual
Jefferson County School
Board Parent Pep Ral-
lies. Come ‘Meet and
Greet’ your School Su-
perintendent, School
Board Members, new
Federal Programs Spe-
cialist and members of
the Parent Involvement
Committee.  

The afore mentioned
persons will be on hand
to provide information
on parent involvement;
present information on
the Title I Program; up-
date everyone on upcom-
ing activities to be held
at Jefferson Elementary
School and at the Jeffer-
son County Middle High

School; and to listen to
questions and comments
on the education of  your
child.  Save the date of
Monday, February 27 for
the District 1 (Ed Vollert-
sen) Parent Pep Rally to
be held at the New Bethel
AME Church, located at
6496 Ashville Highway in
Monticello from 6 to 7:00
p.m. Doorprizes will be
raffled and refreshments
will be served following
the meeting.  

Look for more up-
dates to be published in
this local newspaper as
this event draws near
and look for updates on
other upcoming Parent
Pep Rallies in your zoned
district. Should you have
any questions or con-
cerns related to these

events, contact Edna
Henry or Vicki Boland,
Secretary for Federal
Programs Jefferson
County School Board at
850-342-0100X218 or
boland_v@firn.edu  

GATEWAY
C INEMA 7

15023 Hwy. 19 South
Thomasville, Georgia

229-226-6060
MOVIE TIMES

ARE GOOD THRU
Dates of 

February  17 - February  23
Woman in black (PG13)

Friday-5:25•7:40•9:55
Saturday-12:50•3:05•5:25•7:40•9:55

Sunday-12:50•3:05•5:25•7:40
Mon-Thurs-7:40

Ghost Rider (PG13)
Friday-4:10•7:10•9:40

Saturday-1:15•4:10•7:10•9:40
Sunday-1:15•4:10•7:10

Mon-Thurs-7:10
NO PASSES 

Safe House (R)
Friday-4:20•7:05•9:50

Saturday-1:30•4:20•7:05•9:50
Sunday-1:30•4:20•7:05

Mon-Thurs-7:05
NO PASSES

The Vow (PG13)
Friday-4:05•7:15•10:00

Saturday-1:10•4:05•7:15•10:00
Sunday-1:10•4:05•7:15

Mon-Thurs-7:15
NO PASSES

Journey 2 (PG)
Friday-4:15

Saturday-4:15
Sunday-4:15

Wed-Thurs-7:00
NO PASSES

Journey 2 (PG)
Friday-10:00

Saturday-10:00
NO PASSES

Star Wars 3-D (PG)
Saturday-1:00
Sunday-1:00

Mon-Tues-7:00
NO PASSES

Star Wars 2-D  (PG)
Friday-7:00

Saturday-7:00
Sunday-7:00
NO PASSES

This Means War (PG13)
Friday-5:20•7:35•9:45

Saturday-12:55•3:15•5:20•7:35•9:45
Sunday-12:55•3:15•5:20•7:35

Mon-Thurs-7:35
NO PASSES

All new high back
seats and even more 
renovations on the way!

Ed Vollertsen

District 1 School Board

Member

District 1 Parent Pep Rally

FloridaLearns STEM Scholars Program
for Gifted & Talented Students 

From L. to R.- Ms. Hunter-H.S. Guidance Counselor,Quanshaydria Dunlap,Guadalupe Serna,Qua’Bryss Crumitie,Da’Shawna Scott,Jalexia Sloan,Phidell Lewis,

Roxie Bellamy,Stefan Roberts,Alexis Allen,Kyler Locke,Alexcia Dean,Ambrosia Branham,Nikolas Branham,Trey Brannon,Tiana Jarrell,Danella Potter,Mr. Saffo-Mentor

Teacher/Advisor. 
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DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

CHildreN’s dresses-

white long dresses/gowns size

3,4,7,8, $50. White long gown

size 16, $100. Also gorgeous

Lime Green Dress w/ sequins

teen size 14, $300. Call 850-973-

3497 leave message.

2/23, tfn, nc.

For Sale

BACkHoe 

serviCes AvAilABle

Driveways, roads, ditches, tree

and shrub removal, mowing,

planting, harrowing, burn piles

and field plots. Contact Gary

Tuten 997-3116 or 933-3458.
10/22, rtn, c.

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

Wanted Lost

Help
Wanted

For Rent ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA
a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

1 & 2 BedrooM ApArt-
MeNts AvAilABle. Eld-

erly, Disabled and Handicapped

persons  with or without chil-

dren. Must meet income require-

ments.  850-997-5321

11/23, tfn, c.

www.florida-classifieds.com 

ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA 

YYoouurr aaddvveerrttiissiinngg bbuuddggeett iiss 

TTOOOO BBIIGG 

Statewide adver sing—refreshing rates 

(866)742 1373 

OWNER 
OPERATORS

Do you want to be part  
of a winning team?

Do you want to make $$$ 
and be home on weekends?

Get on the road to a  
rewarding future!

$2,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!!
 
Additional benefits include:

Call 888-714-0056 for details

www.newlinetransport.com 

luMBer kiln dried  
4/4 Pine 75 cents B.Ft.
5/4 Red Oak, 5/4 White Oak,
5/4 Cherry  $1.50 B.Ft.
5/4 Black Walnut $3.75 B.Ft.
6" Log Board Siding $1.00 L.Ft.
Call 997-9947

2/8, tfn, c .

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Use This Form To Place Your Classified Ad 

By Mail

Payment In Advance Is Required

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
20 Words, Two Edition - $12.00
* Each Additional Line $1.25

DEADLINES:
Monday Noon for Wednesday
Wednesday Noon for Friday

DATES TO BE PUBLISHED

CLASSIFICATION

WRITE YOUR AD HERE

MONTICELLO NEWS &

Jefferson County Journal

PO Box 428
Monticello, FL  32345

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER
3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M.
ON WEDNESDAYS

Small  enclosed utility
trAiler,  reasonable   call
997-3505 (Lois)  

1/25, tfn, nc.

MeCHANiC – pAy grAde

23 – rANge $20, 280 -

$32,074;  ($9.75 - $15.42)

Jefferson County Road Dept.

will accept applications for Me-

chanic starting Feb. 1, 2012  to

end Mar 1, 2012.  Must have

valid Class “A” Florida driver’s

license, high school education or

equivalent, 4 years experience in

the truck/automotive repair

field.

kNoWledge, skill 

ANd ABilities:

-  Knowledge of construction,

assembly, adjustment and main-

tenance of a wide variety of

auto, truck, maintenance and

construction equipment.

- Knowledge of all types of shop

tools.

- Knowledge of rules and regu-

lations pertaining to mechanic

shop operation.

-  Ability to follow directions.

- Mechanical Aptitude

-  Ability to repair diesel motors

and pumps.

- Ability to repair small engine

equipment 2 cycle & 4 cycle.

- Ability to diagnose the defects

of worn or broken parts on en-

gines.

- Ability to perform tune-ups;

electrical, brake, air condition-

ing and cooling system, exhaust

system repairs;  front end and

clutch repairs; pumps and re-

lated equipment maintenance.

-  Skill in applying methods and

techniques in the use of automo-

tive or diesel repairs.

operAtor 2 – pAy grAde

24 – rANge $21,944 -

$33,675;  ($10.55 - $16.19)

Jefferson County Road Dept.

will accept applications for Op-

erator 2 starting Feb. 1, 2012 to

end Mar. 1, 2012.  Must have a

valid Class “A” Florida driver’s

license, high school education or

equivalent, 2 years experience.

kNoWledge, skills

ANd ABilities:

-  Knowledge of principles and

methods of operating heavy con-

struction type equipment.

-  Knowledge of practices, meth-

ods and materials used in public

works constructions and mainte-

nance activities.

-  Knowledge of rules and regu-

lations pertaining to safety and

operation of equipment.

-  Ability to make minor repairs

and adjustments to equipment

and detect problems with equip-

ment.

- Ability to perform manual

work.

- Ability to follow and under-

stand written and oral instruc-

tions.

-  Skill in cleaning and maintain-

ing equipment.

-  Skill in operating medium to

heavy equipment.

-  Skill in the use of hand and

power tools.

2/1-3/1, c.

Coopers pond  2Br/1BA
W/D Hook-up, Carport, Utility

room,  quiet neighborhood.
Call 997-5007. 

2/1, tfn, c.

ANtique Bed, very old
metal double bed w/ casters on
legs no spring or mattress. Very
good condition. Call 997-3392
Leave message if no answer,
will call back asap.   

2/10, tfn, nc.

1- 21575r15 tire in good
condition $30.00. Also rAdio
sHACk CoNfereNCe
pHoNe still in box  $30.00
Call  997-1582

2/10, tfn, nc.

tWo classic homes, in town:
cute, spacious 2 Br – ANd
lovely 3 Br HistoriC, w/
family room or office. Rent or
buy. 631-0577.

2/15,17, c.

3 MilitAry Boxes 1-green
and 2 white  Lost on Boston
Hwy. or Lake Road.  Please call
464-1355 or  342-4041

2/10,15, pd.

Nursery AtteNdANt
needed at Sardis Church 2-4 hrs.
weekly  Sunday 10am - 12 noon
Tuesday  7pm - 8:30pm  Call
850-264-0802   Pastor Steve Lenzo

2/15,17, c.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED

ADS FOR MONDAY

02/13/2012 THROUGH

02/19/2012

Announcements

Advertise in Over 100 Papers

throughout Florida. Call Ad-

vertising Networks of Florida

for statewide & regional adver-

tising (866)742-1373

www.florida-classifieds.com.

Internationally Recognized

Lively Stones World Healing

Ordination Seminar

w w w. w i l l a r d f u l l e r . c o m

(850)342-1011 March 9-16th,

2012. Lively Stones Fellowship

Headquarters 119 Mallard Lane

Lloyd, FL 32337. Regiser -

www.gloriaramirez.com/ordi-

nation.html. Forty-five Hours -

Week Course- Become

Ordained Minister

Auctions

Lender Owned On-Line Only

East Tennessee Real Estate

Auction. Bidding Begins Feb-

ruary 15th, Ends March 1st.

10% Buyer’s Premium Lic.

#TAL 2199 www.PottsBroth-

ers.com (800)701-8966

Education

ALLIED HEALTH career

training- Attend college 100%

online. Job placement assis-

tance. Computer available. Fi-

nancial Aid if qualified.

SCHEV certified. Call

(800)481-9409 www.Centu-

raOnline.com

Events

RED GREEN LIVE Experi-

ence this hilarious one-man

show. April 5th, Tampa Theatre

(800-745-3000), April 7th,

News-Journal Centre, Davidson

Theatre, Daytona State College.

(800-595-4849) www.red-

green.com

Financial Services

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT

CASH NOW!!! $$$ As seen on

TV.$$$ Injury Lawsuit Drag-

ging? Need $500-

$500,000++within 48/hrs? Low

rates APPLY NOW BY

PHONE! Call Today! Toll-Free:

(800)568-8321 (not valid in

Colorado) www.lawcapital.com

Health

The Healing Connections- we

connect to help you heal. Spe-

cialize in distance healing with

experience-6 years, most prob-

lems. Reiki masters Ray or

Debbie (201)393-0176

Help Wanted

Medical Billing Trainees

Needed! Train to become a

Medical Office Assistant! No

Experience needed! Job Train-

ing & Local Placement assis-

tance. HS Diploma/GED &

PC/Internet needed! (888)374-

7294

A Few Pro Drivers Needed

Top Pay & 401K 2 Mos. CDL

Class A Driving Exp (877)258-

8 7 8 2

www.meltontruck.com/drive

Driver - Hometime Choices:

Weekly, 7/ON-7/OFF, 14/ON-

7/OFF. Daily Pay. New trucks!

Van and Refrigerated. CDL-A,

3 months recent experience re-

quired. Top Benefits! (800)414-

9569 www.driveknight.com

Need CDL Drivers A or B with

2 yrs recent commercial experi-

ence to transfer motor homes,

straight trucks, tractors, and

buses. www.mamotransporta-

tion.com (800)501-3783

Drivers: RUN 5 STATE RE-

GIONAL! Get Home Week-

ends, Earn Up to 39¢/mi, 1 yr

OTR Flatbed exp. req’d. SUN-

BELT TRANSPORT, LLC

(800)572-5489 ext. 227

Home Improvement

WANTED 10 HOMES need-

ing siding, windows, roofs or

sunrooms. Save hundreds of

dollars. No money down. Pay-

ments $89/mo. All credit ac-

cepted. Senior/Military

discounts. (866)668-8681

Land For Sale

20 Acres-Live On Land

NOW!! Only $99/mo. $0

Down, Owner Financing, NO

CREDIT CHECKS! Near El

Paso, Texas, Beautiful Moun-

tain Views! Free Color

Brochure. (800)755-8953

www.sunsetranches.com

Miscellaneous

ATTEND COLLEGE ON-

LINE from Home. *Medical,

*Business, *Criminal Justice,

*Hospitality. Job placement as-

sistance. Computer available.

Financial Aid if qualified.

SCHEV certified. Call

(877)206-5165 www.Centu-

raOnline.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -

Train for hands on Aviation

Maintenance Career. FAA ap-

proved program. Financial aid

if qualified - Housing available

CALL Aviation Institute of

Maintenance (866)314-3769

Schools & Instruction

Heat & Air JOBS - Ready to

work? 3 week accelerated pro-

gram. Hands on environment.

Nationwide certifications and

Local Job Placement Assis-

tance! (877)994-9904  

Go Painlessly™ with THERA-GESIC.
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Legals 

From business 

to service 

and everything 

in-between…

We have the job you’ve been searching for!

Start your subscription today!

COUNTY

Bringing YOU
The News of

Jefferson County

FLORIDA’S  KEYSTONE  COUNTY

Published Wednesdays and Fridays
Subscription in Florida: $45.00 per year

Out of State: $52.00 per year

&MONTICELLO NEWS

Jefferson Journal

Subscription Renewal          New Subscription
Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________
__________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________
In State ........... $45.00    /   Out of State .... $52.00

Please fill out and mail this back with a check or
money order made out to 

Monticello News •  P.O. Box 428, Monticello, FL 32345

PO Box 428 • 180 West Washington Street
Monticello, FL 32345

Phone: 850-997-3568
Fax: 850-997-3774

NOTICE

As directed by Florida State Statute, the JEFFERSON

COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD hereby notices its intent to adopt

a revision to the following policy: 6.123 Risk Management

Program F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42, and their intent to adopt as new

policy 6.126 Personal Protective Equipment Policy (PPEP)

F.S. 1001.41, 1001.42  as tentatively approved by the School

Board.

Copies of the proposed polies are available for review at the

District Office at 575 S. Water Street, FL.  The documents are

also available on the district website at

www.edline.net/pages/jcsb.
2/17/2012, c.

JEFFERSON COUNTY-

CR 259 WIDENING AND RESURFACING

NO. 751.038

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will receive

sealed bids from any qualified person, company or corporation

interested in constructing:

CR 259 WIDENING AND RESURFACING

This project consists of concrete headwall construction, slope

stabilization and drainage improvements. 

Plans and specifications may be obtained at Preble-Rish, Inc.,

187 East Walnut St. Monticello, Florida, 32344, (850)997-2175.

The bid must conform to Section 287.133(3) Florida Statutes,

on public entity crimes.

Bids will be received by JEFFERSON COUNTY at the JEF-

FERSON County Board of County Commissioners, Clerks Of-

fice, 1 Courthouse Circle., Monticello Florida 32344, (850)

342-0218 until 2:00 pm (EDT) on March 19, 2012.  Bids will

be publicly opened at 2:05 PM (EDT) on March 19, 2012. All

Bids shall be submitted in an envelope clearly marked “Sealed

Bid – CR 259 WIDENING AND RESURFACING”

Completion date for these projects will be   270   days from the

date of the Notice to Proceed presented to the successful bidder.  

Liquidated damages for failure to complete the project on the

specified date will be set at $500.00 per day.

Please indicate on the envelope your company name, that this

is a sealed bid, and the bid number.

The original bid plus two (2) copies should be included.

Cost for Plans and Specifications will be $   75.00  per set and

is non-refundable.  Checks should be made payable to PREBLE-

RISH, INC.

The County reserves the right to waive informalities in any bid,

to accept and/or reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid that

in their judgment will be in the best interest of the County.  

If you have any questions, please call Alan Wise at (850)

528.0300 or email at wisea@preble-rish.com. 

2/17/2012,c.

NOTICE OF MEETING OF CITY PARK COMMITTEE

The City of Monticello Park Committee will meet on Monday,

February 20, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss development of the

park property on S. Water Street.  The meeting will take place

at the County Extension Office, 275 N. Mulberry Street.  

2/17/2012, c.

NOTICE

The Jefferson County School Board notices that one or more

School Board members may be present at a grievance hearing

to be held on February 21, 2012 9:00 A.M. at the old district of-

fice located at 1490 W. Washington Street, Monticello, FL.  Any

inquiries may be directed to the Superintendent’s office at (850)

342-0100.
2/17/2012, c.

JEFFERSON COUNTY-

REC. PARK LIGHTING

NO. 751.042

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will receive

sealed bids from any qualified person, company or corporation

interested in constructing:
REC. PARK LIGHTING

This project consists of electrical improvements to the Jefferson

County Recreation Park on Mamie Scott Drive in Monticello,

FL. These improvements generally include a new electrical serv-

ice, electrical controls for lighting, relocation and addition of

lighting poles and fixtures, and extension of electrical service to

the poles and fixtures. 

Beginning February 22, 2012, plans and specifications may be

obtained at Preble-Rish, Inc., 187 East Walnut St. Monticello,

Florida, 32344, (850) 997-2175. The bid must conform to Sec-

tion 287.133(3) Florida Statutes, on public entity crimes.

Sealed bids will be received by JEFFERSON COUNTY at the

JEFFERSON County Board of County Commissioners, Clerks

Office, 1 Courthouse Circle., Monticello Florida 32344, (850)

342.0218 until 2:00 pm (EDT) on March 7, 2012.  Bids will be

publicly opened at 2:05 PM (EDT) on March 7, 2012. All Bids

shall be submitted in an envelope clearly marked “Sealed Bid –

REC. PARK LIGHTING”

Cost for Plans and Specifications will be $   50.00   per set and

is non-refundable.  Checks should be made payable to PREBLE-

RISH, INC.

The County reserves the right to waive informalities in any bid,

to accept and/or reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid that

in their judgment will be in the best interest of the County.  

2/15,17/2012,c.

NOTICE 

The Lloyd Volunteer Fire Rescue will hold election of officers

and board members during the regular monthly meeting at the

Lloyd Volunteer Fire Station on March 1, 2012 at 7 p.m.
2/10,17/12, c.

PRI PROJECT

PRI PROJECT



County Farm Bureau
members throughout
Florida are set to hold a
rich array of  activities in
celebration of  the 2012
Food Check-Out Week.
These activities will help
to remind all Floridians

that our farmers and
ranchers produce an
abundance of  safe, nutri-
tious foods and create the
foundation of  the quality
of  life we all enjoy.

Volunteers mark the
occasion by making do-

nations of  food, money
and supplies to various
nonprofit, helping organ-
izations such as home-
less shelters and food
banks. Their donations
reflect their community-
minded spirit and a will-
ingness to share our
agricultural bounty with
citizens in need.

A special emphasis
of  Food Check-Out Week
involves helping con-
sumers purchase healthy
diets on household budg-
ets. U.S. Department of
Agriculture guidelines
(available at  www.chose-
myplate.gov) create the
basic information for all
consumers. At a time
when the cost of  food and
other items is increasing
because of  spikes in fuel
prices, many consumers
must rely upon careful
choices to provide their
families with wholesome
meals.

A health-boosting
diet includes varieties of
fruits, vegetables, low-fat
or fat-free dairy products,

lean meats, beans, eggs
and nuts in quantities for
daily calorie needs. Ac-
cording to the USDA, all
forms of  fruits and veg-
etables provide a good
diet – fresh, frozen, dried
and canned. The agency
recommends that half  of
your plate should consist
of  fruits and vegetables;
half  of  all  grains should
be whole grains. USDA
researchers also suggest
the use of  fat-free or low-
fat milk.

The USDA has re-
ported that the prices of
unprepared fresh fruits
and vegetables such as
carrots, bananas, toma-
toes, broccoli, Red Deli-
cious apples and Iceberg
lettuce have remained
stable compared to
dessert and snack foods.
U.S. consumers enjoy a
domestic food supply that
is among the safest, most
abundant and affordable
in the world.

USDA figures show
that farmers and ranch-
ers receive 19 cents out of

every dollar spent on
food. Off-farm costs – pro-
cessing, packaging,
wholesaling and retailing
– account for 81 cents. In
1980 the farm producer
received 31 cents of  every
dollar spent on food.

Our agricultural pro-
ducers take pride in pro-
viding consumers with
the highest quality, most
nutritious food possible.
Food safety is a funda-
mental goal of  Florida
agricultural producers.
Farmers and ranchers
recognize that superior
animal welfare practices
result in high quality,
safe and wholesome
meat, poultry, milk and
eggs. They are constantly
seeking ways to reduce
costs and improve the
comfort and well-being
of  animals. Their crop
and animal food produc-
tion methods are guided
by Best Management
Practices – state-of-the-
art techniques designed
and tested by experts at
research universities.

This year Florida
Farm Bureau has part-
nered with the Florida
Dietetic Association to
call upon knowledgeable
professionals for compre-
hensive dietary advice.
We are delighted to have
the association join with
us and look forward to
building upon this part-
nership in future years.

“We are proud of  all
our members who take
part in Food Check-Out
Week each year,” said
Florida Farm Bureau
President John Hoblick.
“Their work devoted to
this event is both a com-
munity service and a re-
flection of  our vibrant
national tradition of  citi-
zen volunteerism.”

“Initiatives such as
Food Check-Out Week
are part of  Farm Bu-
reau’s effort to educate
non-farmers about the
value of  contemporary
agriculture for all of  us,”
Hoblick added. “I urge all
Floridians to join us in
our celebration.”

Feed the soil, not the
plant! Learn about com-
posting, worm bin com-
posting, and cover crops to
improve your garden’s soil
at this month’s Organic
Gardening 101 workshop –
“Building Healthy Soil” –
at North Florida Commu-
nity College’s Green In-

dustries Institute on Sat-
urday, Feb. 18 in Monti-
cello, Fla. The three-hour
workshop will begin at 9
a.m. and end at 12 p.m.

“In conventional gar-
dening, people use chemi-
cal fertilizers to feed the
plant, but those fertilizers
do nothing for the soil in
the long run” said Claire
Mitchell, Sustainable
Agriculture Programs
Manager at Green Indus-
tries. “By learning to com-
post kitchen scraps and
yard waste, you can really
improve your soil quality
to grow strong, healthy
vegetables.”

The workshop will ex-

plore how to make a com-
post pile, how to get
started with worm com-
posting, and an introduc-
tion to cover crops.
Participants will get the
chance to build their own
compost pile out in the
garden to get practice for
doing it at home.  As a spe-
cial offering, those bring-
ing a friend to class will
get 50% off  one registra-
tion fee.

NFCC offers its Or-
ganic Gardening 101
classes on the third Satur-
day of  the month. Upcom-
ing courses include,
Building Raised Beds with
Micro-irrigation on

March 17, Window Boxes
and Container Gardening
on April 21 and Organic
Pest, Disease and Weed
Control on May 19. Work-
shops are $25 and partici-
pants are asked to
pre-register online at
http://www.nfcc.edu/gree
n-industries/organic-gar-
dening-101.

Green Industries In-
stitute is located at 2729 W
Washington St on High-
way 90, just three miles
west of  downtown Monti-
cello. For more informa-
tion, please call (850)
973-1701 or email Claire
Mitchell at mitchellc
@nfcc.edu.
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The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart
How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are listed below. The major
feeding times are the best for the sportsman and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding

times can also have good success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  February 17, 2012 through Febraury 24, 2012
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
February 18

*2:10 AM
8:10 AM
*2:30 PM
8:45 PM

Sunday, 
February 19

*3:10 AM 
9:20 AM
*3:30 PM
9:40 PM

Tuesday, 
February 21

*5:10 AM
11:20 AM
*5:30 PM
11:40 PM

Wednesday,
February 22

*5:50 AM
12:00 PM
*6:20 PM

Thursday,
February 23

12:30 AM
*6:45 AM
12:55 PM
*7:20 PM

Friday,
February 24

1:30 AM
*7:40 AM
1:50 PM
*8:10 PM

Friday,
February 17

*1:10 AM
7:20 AM
*1:30 PM
7:50 PM

Monday, 
February 20

*4:10 AM
10:10 AM
*4:20 PM
10:30 PM

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Farm & Outdoors 

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!

Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District Executive Director David
Still announced yesterday he is leaving
the agency after 18 years of  service. He
will submit an official letter of  resigna-
tion to the governing board this week.

“It has been a privilege to serve as
executive director for the Suwannee
district for the past four years,” said
Still, who was appointed to the post in
February 2008.

“Our district faces many chal-
lenges in terms of  protecting our water
supply and improving water quality,
and we have an outstanding, dedicated
staff  who I’m confident will carry our
programs forward to meet those chal-

lenges,” he added.
In tendering his resignation, Still

said he will remain at the District until
May 1.

Prior to his appointment as execu-
tive director, Still served as the Dis-
trict’s legislative liaison. He reviewed
legislation and assisted in the develop-
ment of  state water policy. Before join-
ing the District, Still was employed at
the St. Johns River Water Management
District as a professional engineer in
the Department of  Resource Manage-
ment.

The governing board has not yet an-
nounced its plans or process for filling
the executive director position.

SRWMD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RESIGNS

ORGANIC GARDENING 101 
SERIES CONTINUES IN 2012

“Building Healthy Soil” workshop Feb. 18 at Green Industries in
Monticello; Bring a friend to class and get 50% off one registration fee 

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS CELEBRATE FOOD CHECK-OUT WEEK, FEB. 19-25

Over the next two months, David Still and
Hans Tanzler, the executive directors for the Suwan-
nee River and St. Johns River water management dis-
tricts respectively, and other senior staff  will speak
at county commission meetings within the Suwan-
nee District’s (SRWMD) region to inform the public
about water resource issues.

Jon Dinges, SRWMD director of  Water Supply
and Resource Management, provided a preview of
those meetings when he spoke to the Suwannee
County Commission on Jan. 17 about water supply
planning.

“The District is actively addressing water re-
source impacts that are occurring across north
Florida as a result of  groundwater withdrawals,”
Dinges said. “We believe the Alapaha River Basin,
Upper Suwannee River Region, and Upper and Lower
Santa Fe river basins may be short of  groundwater
within 20 years.”

“We’re working hard to find new water sources
and ways to replenish the Floridan aquifer system to
meet water demands in those areas,” he added.

Dinges noted that as far back as 1988, the United
States Geological Survey has documented significant
declines in the aquifer.

“Though these water levels go up and down,
there is a long-term declining trend felt in some areas
within our District, and these statistics are signifi-
cant,” Dinges said. “Though we have been in a
drought for some time, we don’t believe lack of  rain-
fall is totally responsible for the trends we’re seeing.
The only other possibility is pumping from the
aquifer system.”

A schedule of  upcoming meetings is available on
the District’s calendar at
www.mysuwanneeriver.com. For more information,
call SRWMD at 386.362.1001 or 800.226.1066 (FL only).

WATER MANAGEMENT STAFF
TO SPREAD WORD ON

WATER SUPPLY STRATEGIES
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