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As the temperature drops
and the new year begins, it is
that time again for Kelsi’s Hot
Chocolate Sale. This is the 9th
Annual Hot Chocolate Sale
hosted by the Reams sisters.
Their sale is raising money for
Cystic Fibrosis, a disease that
has directly affected their family
when it was learned as an infant
that the youngest sister, Abby,
had the disease. Her sisters,
Kelsi, decided to have a
fundraiser for the Cystic Fibro-
sis Foundation so she could help
other children and adults strug-
gling with the disease. Through-
out the nine years of  fundraising
the girls have raised over $20,000
for the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion. 

This year’s sale will begin at

8 a.m. and last until 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 28. It will be held at
Scott Realty in Greenville. Join-

ing the girls at the sale that day
will be Claudia Warner from the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
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A Waukeenah Fertilizer employee was se-
verely beaten and robbed Wednesday morning as
he attempted to open the gate to get in.

The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Office (JCSO)
reported that on Wednesday, January 25, at ap-
proximately 6 a.m., JCSO responded to Wau-
keenah Fertilizer in reference to an armed
robbery. 

The victim of  the armed robbery sustained
severe head injuries during the robbery and was
transported to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital,
where he was admitted to ICU. A Waukeenah Fer-
tilizer employee later reported to the News that
the victim had sustained fractures to all the facial
bones, a skull fracture and was suffering from a
brain bleed.

Investigators advised that deputies are cur-
rently following some leads in the case. 

With the investigation being very early on,
JCSO is not releasing any further information at
this time, but as developments are made, updates
will be forthcoming. 

JCSO is requesting that anyone who was in
the area of  Waukeenah Fertilizer on the morning
of  Wednesday, January 25, between the hours of
5:30 a.m. and 6:15 a.m., who has any information
pertaining to the robbery, to please call (850) 997-
2023 or visit the JCSO website at www.jefferson-
countysheriffl.com or text JCSOTIP information
to 274637.

All information received through the website
or text will be anonymous.

Waukeenah
Fertilizer 
eMployee

Beaten 
and roBBed
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The two suspects in the May 11 burglary at the
NAPA Auto Parts store, located at the corner of
Railroad and Dogwood streets, were arrested, the
first, less than a week after the offenses were com-
mitted and the second, just recently.

MPD reported that on the morning of  May 11,
officers were summoned to investigate the bur-
glary of  the NAPA store. Investigators discovered
that a shed, located adjacent to the store and a bike
trail, had been broken into and an air tank had
been stolen. 

A chain link fence surrounding the back of
the business had also been cut open. In an open
bay area at the rear of  the store, approximately 35
used automotive batteries were stolen.

In addition, two delivery trucks had been en-
tered and ransacked.  Captain Roger Murphy and
Officer Josh Bullock investigated and documented
the crime scene.

Please See NAPA Page 3

Second SuSpect
arreSted in napa

Burglary

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

A man arrested for trafficking methampheta-
mine in 2010 was sentenced this week and ordered
to serve time for his crime.

Paul Stokes, 44, of  Perry, FL was sentenced in
court January 23 to serve 36 months in the Florida
Department of  Corrections (DOC) on the charges
of  possession of  methamphetamine with intent to
sell; trafficking in metham-
phetamine; and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Recapping the case, Jef-
ferson County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice deputies arrested two
men December 1, 2010 and
charged them with felony
trafficking in methampheta-
mine, following a routine 

Please See 
TRAFFICKING Page 3

Man Sentenced

For traFFicking

MethaMphetaMine

Paul Stokes

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Building permits re-
mained relatively high
in December, compared
with the previous
month, but the associ-
ated fees — and valua-
tions in particular —
plummeted. 

Figures released re-
cently by the Jefferson
County and City of  Mon-
ticello Building Inspec-

tion and Contractor Li-
censing Department
show that the city and
county issued a com-
bined 41 permits in De-
cember, compared with
49 permits in November.

The figures show the
combined 41 permits
generated $4,780.74 in
fees, compared with
$7,306.73 in November.
Of  the 41, the city issued
six and generated $349,
and the county issued 35

and generated $4,431.74.
A breakdown of  the

permits shows 37 were
for repairs and addi-
tions, two for mobile
home installations and
two for miscellaneous ac-
tivities related sheds,
signs, workshops or
barns and such.

The valuation for
residential permits was
zero, compared with
$506,016 in November; it
was $169,459 in Decem-

ber 2010.
The commercial val-

uation was also zero,
compared with $227,000
in November; it was
$380,287 in December
2010. 

And the valuation
for other permits (a cate-
gory that includes addi-
tions, re-roofs and
non-residential struc-
tures, was $343,359, an 

Please See PERMITS
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Building Permits steady,
But Valuations go down 

Ninth Annual Kelsi’s Hot Chocolate Sale

The Reams girls will be hosting a hot chocolate fundraiser for the

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation on Saturday, Jan. 28. Pictured left to right:

Kelsi, 15, Chloe, 10, and Abby, 9. 
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Picture hundreds of
signs around the court-
house circle and all
alongside U.S. 90 carry-
ing the message “JCI
Means Jobs” and “Right
Idea, Wrong Location,”
all the while that the
Governor and legislators
are being inundated
with like messages via
emails, tweets and other
social media.  

These were some of

the ideas and strategies
discussed Monday
evening by a group of
business people trying to
figure ways of  fighting
the proposed closing of
Jefferson Correctional
Institution (JCI) and the
resulting loss of  177 jobs
— a decision calculated
to have a $33 million neg-
ative impact on the com-
munity.   

Indeed, the proposed
closing of  the prison has
galvanized the commu-
nity as no other issue

has in recent times.
What’s more, the efforts
appear to be having
some effect, if  the
guarded statements of
some community leaders
are any indication. A few
of  these individuals, at
least, are reporting pos-
sible glimmers of  hope
relative to the fight to
keep the facility open. 

Among the many
who have addressed the
Governor’s office and/or
House and Senate sub-
committees in recent

days to argue the
county’s case are mem-
bers of  the Jefferson
Legislative Delegation,
the Jefferson Legislative
Committee, Jefferson
County constitutional of-
ficers and the county’s
two hired lobbyists. 

Speaking on the
issue this week, State
Representative Leonard
Bembry, Commission
Chairman Hines Boyd,
Economic Development 

Please See PRISON
Page 3
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School Superintendent Bill Brum-
field is calling the recently released
state ranking of  school districts that
places Jefferson County near the very
bottom of  the list  “unfair and a dis-
service to the community.”

Brumfield is referring to the
Florida School District Rankings re-
port that the Florida Department of
Education (FDOE) released on Monday,
Jan. 23. The report ranks Jefferson
County 66 out of  the state’s 67 districts,
based on its score of  441 points, or C
grade, as derived from the cumulative
scores of  Jefferson County
Middle/High School (JCM/HS) stu-
dents on the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT). 

The only district to score lower
was Madison County, which was
ranked at 67 with 411 points, or D
grade.  

All told, 30 of  the state’s 67 school
districts received As, 22 received Bs, 12
received Cs and Madison’s was the
only D.      

Brumfield said the rankings were
based solely on the FCAT scores and
didn’t take into account other compo-

nents, such as dual enrollment. The
rankings also didn’t take into account
the improvements that the school had
made in recent years nor that it had
gone from an overall D grade the previ-
ous year to a C grade this year, he said.
Nor did the rankings take into account
the disadvantages that rural districts
faced in comparison to the larger
urban districts, he said. 

“We could have done better, but we
did good,” Brumfield said. “We’ve still
have ground to go, but I’m proud of
what we’ve done. We’ve made great
strides in the last several years.” 

Brumfield’s wasn’t the only one to
voice concern about the rankings. Oth-
ers who have voiced similar concern
include Senator Bill Montford, a for-
mer Leon County schools superintend-
ent and current head of  the Florida
Association of  District School Super-
intendents, and Big Bend educators. 

Montford and these others argue
that the rankings don’t reflect factors
such as poverty and a community’s
economic vitality, which play into a
school system’s success. 

The latter argument was echoed by
the Florida Association of  District
School Superintendents (FADSS) in a 

Please See SCHOOL Page 3
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The future role and
function of  the county co-
ordinator’s office will be
the focus of  a Jefferson
County Commission
workshop scheduled for 6
p.m. Monday, Jan. 30, in
the courthouse annex on
Water Street.

The impetus for the
workshop is the planned
retirement of  County Co-
ordinator Roy Schleicher,
who has announced his 

Please See COORDI-
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Does our county need
a County Coordinator who
micro manages our de-
partment heads? What we
do need is someone who
can help our county get
back on track economi-
cally. Why don’t we take
most of  the money we’re
spending on the county co-
ordinator’s office and use
it to hire an experienced
professional with a proven
record of  helping commu-
nities like ours grow new

businesses. That’s what
we really need in our
county.

Next Monday, Janu-
ary 30, at 6 p.m. in the
Courthouse Annex, the
County Commission is
holding a workshop to
kick off  the process of  re-
viewing the County Coor-
dinator’s position. We
need to have citizen input
and get it right this time.

I asked some ques-
tions about our county
budget and found out we
spend about $150,000 per
year to run the County Co-
ordinator’s Office. I also
found out that most of  our
county’s administrative
functions never left the
Clerk of  Court’s office.
The Clerk still does most
all of  our finance work,
personnel/payroll work,
budgeting work, informa-
tion technology work and
several other critical ad-
ministrative functions.  
Actually, that doesn’t leave
much for the Coordinator
to do, other than being a
secretary for the County
Commission. We don’t
need to spend $150,000 for
that! To be sure I wasn’t
missing something, I
talked to many of  the de-

partment heads. Almost
all say they could get
along fine without the
County Coordinator. Sev-
eral say they could get
along better. All they need
is a little support now and
then and this can be done
at regular commission
meetings. We have good
department heads who
can answer to the board
directly.

Our county is in an
economic crisis. Our only
effort at economic devel-
opment is an underfunded
EDC office with a part
time employee. We need to
keep doing what the EDC
is doing trying to attract
outside employers to Jef-
ferson County. However,
we’ve been doing nothing
to support the develop-
ment of  home grown busi-
nesses. We need to change
that. Make this Coordina-
tor’s office into “a friend
of  business” type of  office
that helps and aids in de-
veloping local businesses.  

Come Monday night
(6 p.m. in the County Com-
mission Chambers) and
tell our commissioners
what you think. 

Buddy Westbrook
Westbrook Real Estate
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Letters To The Editor

 Viewpoints & Opinions

This is to follow up on my last letter
about the sand box and redistricting. I
was told by some of  my friends that I
needed to check my facts so that is what
I set out to do.  I have spoken with Tom
Love, Johnnie Abron, George Cole,
Marty Bishop, and two members of  the
joint redistricting committee (one from
each board).  I am also ordering docu-
ments from the US District Court regard-
ing the lawsuit that obligates our county
to redistrict in a certain way (no one
seems to know precisely what that is).  I
still do not have all of  the information I
want, but I can say this:  Unspoken truths
were the biggest problem that plagued
the redistricting process and the claim
that the attorneys did not have time to re-
search the issue is plain untrue.  It took
me less than an hour to search the inter-

net and find US Dept. of  Justice redis-
tricting guidelines, a Florida Supreme
Court finding from 2002 citing federal
case law and several of  the specific US
Supreme Court cases cited.  (These indi-
cate that while less than a 10% popula-
tion deviation is strongly preferred,
there can be exceptions.) Fingers have
been pointing unfairly at Johnnie Abron
as being the main source of  the “erro-
neous” map issues when fingers should
be pointing elsewhere as well.  And this
may come as a surprise, but I do agree
with Hines Boyd about one thing.  That
is all I can say until I get all of  the infor-
mation I seek and I hope that my next let-
ter can be of  assistance when we do
actually complete the redistricting.

Kate Calvin

Dear Editor,
What a “political

pickle” we find ourselves
in?! We operate a really
cost effective prison, yet it

is on the chopping block.
Has anyone asked “why”?
Well here’s some of  the
reasons.

We say we’re conser-
vative but we elect liberal
legislatures over and over.
Rep. Leonard Bembry and
Senator Al Lawson are the
current crop. Then the
state is short on money
and the Republican- led
legislature “rewards” the
liberal Dems with job
losses in their districts.

Next, poor ol’ econom-
ically distressed Jefferson
County coughs up tax-
payer money for a Repub-
lican lobbyist to go do the
job our Legislature dele-
gation should be doing.
What are we paying Bem-
bry and Lawson to do?
AND why are we hiring 2
lobbyists, one of  which is
already supposed to be
working for small coun-
ties like ours? Are we pay-
ing the Doolin chap twice?

If  our Legislative del-
egation were doing their
job, they would have
stopped this prison clo-
sure idea before it ever be-
came public. But no,
they’re AWOL. Bembry is
out grubbing for money so
he can go for a higher pay
grade in Washington D.C.
Lawson is waiting for a
higher pay grade at FAMU
or in Congress. So while
they are planning their
next political career
moves, us home folks are
losing jobs.

What’s the lesson we
should learn? This next
election we need to be
smarter by electing Legis-
latures that have the back-
bone and clout to stand up
for us - and not use us as a
stepping stone to further
their political ambitions!

Mike Brown,
Monticello

From the Heart of  Sopchoppy Recording Studio,
WFSU and other sponsors, bring ‘From The Heart
Music Hour’, a two-night event, back to the Monticello
Opera House. It’s a fifth helping of  awesome music by
regional singers and songwriters, and some national
stars too. The format is the same each evening, doors
open at 6:00 p.m. and the music begins in the banquet
hall at 6:30 p.m. Dinner will be available to purchase
from Carrie Ann & Co while you enjoy happy hour with
drinks from the bar. At 7:30 p.m. everyone heads up-
stairs for the live taping from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Music on
the grand stage is all-original and is put together and ed-
ited for the show to air on WFSU TV in the spring. You
could find yourself  on the air! The evening finishes up
with the after party from 10:30 p.m. to 12 a.m. in the ban-
quet hall. Check out the talent and grab your seat by re-
serving now at 850-997-4242.

The Jefferson Correctional Institute is scheduled to
close. For those of  you unfamiliar with this facility, it’s
the largest employer in the county. The affects of  the clo-
sure will be far-reaching if  it passes. Help in an effort to
reverse this horribly detrimental plan. One county com-
missioner equated the job loss to Jefferson County as
that of  Disney World closing to Orange County. Here’s
how you can help. Make calls to the Governor’s Office
and to legislative offices: Governor Scott 850-488-4441,
Senate President Mike Haridopolis 850-487-5229 and
House Speaker Dean Cannon 850-488-1450. Jefferson
County Legislators: Representative Leonard Bembry
850-488-7870, Senator Charles S. ‘’Charlie’’ Dean 850-487-
5017, Senator Bill Montford 850-487-5004 and Represen-
tative Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda 850-488-0965.
Important talking points: Jefferson County is a “fiscally
constrained” county, located in a “rural area of  critical
economic concern”, with low per capita income, low tax-
able values, low wages, high poverty rate, etc. JCI is our
largest employer, accounting for approximately six per-
cent of  available jobs in the county. Loss of  prison pop-
ulation and JCI employees will affect redistricting and
revenue sharing. The evaluation process did not take
into account these and other “special attributes”. Any
assistance is greatly appreciated.

Cheron Thornton, community representative for
the American Cancer Society Jefferson County Relay
For Life mentions that this year’s 18-hour event will be
held on May 4 and 5 at the old JCHS track, off  Tiger
Lane. She has been emailing interested persons so as to
meet and discuss how to move this event along. “Just a
quick update, I have asked someone to work with us to
find leadership for the event and will be meeting with a
past leader of  the event on Friday (today) to discuss get-
ting some additional help with moving the event to suc-
cess. In the meantime, we have to start working together
with getting the community involved and ready for the
Relay For Life event. Support is still needed on commit-
tee. I thank each of  you for your willingness and com-
mitment to fight this disease. It’s time for us to get all of
Jefferson County to see what we all already see… that
cancer is an insatiable monster that has to be stopped.
Currently the best way to eventually stop it is by sup-
porting the organization that does more than any other
organization in the world in the fight against cancer.
Through the American Cancer Society’s education, ad-
vocacy, service and research efforts we save lives every-
day and it is all possible because of  the grassroots Relay
For Life events held throughout the world. Let’s make
this event a success. Please call me with any questions
or concerns at 850-322-2308. 

Dear Governor,
When taking the office of  Superin-

tendent of  Schools for Jefferson County,
I made a promise to the community that
I would do everything within my power
to bring a district which carried a
$688,816.29 deficit to a 3% fund balance.
We have worked extremely hard and have
struggled to get back on our feet, but by
the end of  my second year in office we ob-
tained our goal.

As a small, rural district, we rely
heavily on FTE funds received by the
state for students in the classroom. We
have watched out funding steadily de-
cline since fiscal year 07/08, and we have
just received work that we will lose an-
other $300,000.00 based on our third cal-
culation FTW counts.

All this brings me to the point of  my
letter to you today. If  the Jefferson Cor-
rectional Institute closes, we stand to lose
25-30 students. This calculates to another

cut of  around $2000,000.00. That equals
two teacher positions. This type of  sce-
nario creates a domino effect; less stu-
dents, less buses, less bus drivers, etc.

When I looked at the list of  prisons
slated for closure, I had to wonder if  any
committee members seriously consid-
ered the devastating blow something like
this causes within a small, rural and eco-
nomically depressed county. There is a
seriously disproportionate loss of  jobs
compared to population. The closing of
the prison in Jefferson County will affect
all the business owners and government
entities of  Jefferson County, but most of
all it will affect all the familes that call
Jefferson County, “home.”

Please reconsider and keep Jefferson
correctional Institute open.

Respectfully,

William E. Brumfield
Superintendent of  Schools

READER FOLLOWS UP ON 
"SAND BOX AND REDISTRICTING"

SUPT. WRITES GOVERNOR
ABOUT PRISON CLOSING.

Jefferson Prison Closure

The Martin Luther King Center ex-
tends its sincere appreciation to each
of  the following individuals for their
contributions in helping to make the
First Annual Christmas Educational
and Fun Program a major success:
County Tax Collector Lois Howell-
Hunter, city Commissioner Idella Log-
gins Scott; County Appraiser Angela
Gray; County Judge Robert “Bobby”

Plaines; County Clerk of  Court Kirk
Reams; the Reverend Dr. Melvin
Roberts and the Greater Fellowship
Missionary Baptist Church; Mr. Ian
Williams of  the San Franciso 49’ers,
and Burger King.

Again our sincere thanks to each
of  you. Your contributions helped to
make several local children’s holiday
period much brighter!

It is a shame to see our
elected leaders begging the
Legislature, the Depart-
ment of  Corrections, and
the Governor not to cut
JCI and rip the guts out of
what little economic stabil-
ity Jefferson County has
left.  As Hines Boyd so elo-
quently put it in his well
written article in the Jef-
ferson Journal and the Tal-
lahassee Democrat the
county can ill afford to lose
a facility that employs 177
people and is the largest
employer in the county.
However, I think it is obvi-
ous that the pleas are
falling on deaf  ears.  Our
State leaders do not care.
There is a need for about
100,000 beds and the sys-
tem has about 115,000.
Therefore some prisons
have to be closed.  Based on
the analyses of  the Depart-
ment of  Corrections, JCI
and other small county
prisons need to be closed.
No matter the economic
impact.  No matter that 177
families will be adversely
impacted.   These prisons
need to be closed and that
is just the “way the cookie
crumbles.”   It is a matter
of  numbers.  

What will happen to
the 177 families?  Well,
some will undoubtedly get
jobs at other prisons.
Some will land other jobs.
Maybe the new jobs will
not be as good as the old
but they will at least have a
job.  But in most instances,
I surmise, the former em-
ployees will have to file for
unemployment.  They will
be wards of  the State.
They also will probably
apply for and receive food
stamps.  We taxpayers will
pay for the decisions of
State leaders.  So the net
gain to the taxpayer is
probably nothing.  The de-
cisions might even cost us
money.

In the final analysis
our State leaders will have
accomplished little or
nothing.  They have con-
verted productive employ-
ees into folks dependent on
the public dole.  They have
severely impacted a num-
ber of  poor counties.  They
have matched the number
of  beds to the number
available beds.  But what
happens if  the need for
beds increases by an in-
crease in crime?  Do we
now construct more pris-
ons or award lucrative con-
tracts to private prison
contractors?  The deci-
sions to close JCI and
other prisons are short
sighted to say the least.  

Amber McClellan
Ambermc@

centurylink.net 

MLK Center Thanks Everyone
For Making Event A Success 

Why Close
Prisons?

COUNTY COORDINATOR 
OFFICE NEEDS CHANGE

STINGERS
“I'm gonna' vote for

Mitt Romney's pro-
claimed 'Constitutional
Expert', per the ABC De-
bate!”

“When I see the
commercials on

television for the horse-
track arena in Gretna,
I'm glad it's not here!”

“Make Your Vote
Count Tuesday!”

*All Stingers are printed
anonymously, 

however the News staff
reserves the right to not
print offensive material.



press release reiterating the organization’s “commit-
ment to high accountability measures that are com-
prehensive, transparent and take into account all the
factors that play a role in the educational achievement
of  students.” 

The FADSS called the ranking of  school districts
based solely on FCAT scores a disservice to the stu-
dents, parents, teachers, administrators, other educa-
tors, and the communities at-large.   

“The public school system is a microcosm of  the
communities they serve, and not all schools and
school districts are equal in terms of  funding, eco-
nomic vitality, poverty levels, etc. – all factors that
play a significant role in the success of  the public
school system,” the FADSS release states. “Florida su-

perintendents have always been focused on the ulti-
mate goal of  educational success for every student;
however there are substantial economic and fiscal
hurdles that continue to undermine that goal.”

The FADSS said it was encouraged by the Gover-
nor’s expressed willingness to explore the multiple
factors that affect educational achievement. 

“We look forward to working with the Governor
and all stakeholders in taking a comprehensive look
at all of  the factors that impact student performance
in order to gain a more complete and accurate assess-
ment to affect real and substantive change in terms of
increasing student achievement throughout the
state,” FADSS President Ronald Blocke is quoting say-
ing. 

Per the FDOE, the districts’ numerical rankings
are based on each school district’s total points, as de-
rived from students’ FCAT scores. Districts are
awarded a point for each percent of  students in the
district who were enrolled for the full year and who
scored on grade level or higher on the FCAT and made
annual learning gains (800 possible points). 

The total score is the sum of  the percent of  stu-
dents scoring at Level 3 or higher for FCAT Reading,
Mathematics, and Science; scoring at Level 4 or
higher on the FCAT Writing essay; plus the percent of
students who made learning gains in reading and
mathematics and the percent of  the lowest 25 percent
of  students who made learning gains in reading and
mathematics.
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increase over the $267,111
recorded in November
and the $239,592 recorded
in December 2010. 

Meanwhile, the Jef-
ferson County Planning
and Zoning Department
issued five permits and
collected $680 in Decem-
ber, compared with eight
permits and $2,581.45 col-
lected in November. In
December 2010, the de-
partment issued eight
permits and collected
$5,214.13.

The planning depart-
ment collected a total of
$110.02 in fire and ambu-
lance impact fees in De-
cember, compared with
$2,668.19 in November. In
December 2010, the de-
partment collected
$220.04 for the two impact
fees.  

Director Julie Conley and Legislative Com-
mittee spokesman Dick Bailar all ex-
pressed varying degrees of  hope.

Bembry said he, Representative
Michelle Rehwinkel-Vasilinda, Senator Bill
Montford and Senator Charles Dean met
with the Governor’s senior staff  on Tues-
day afternoon to press the county’s argu-
ment for the removal of  JCI from the
closure list. 

Bembry said in their arguments, the
several legislators cited the potentially
devastating impact of  the closure on Jeffer-
son County’s economy as well as the
county’s designation as a Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern (RACEC). 

Bembry said the Governor’s staff  lis-
tened to the expressed concerns for about
45 minutes and it was his belief  that
progress had been made and that some
cracks had possibly appeared in the deter-
mination to close the prison. 

“I think we made some cracks,” he
said.   

At the same time, Conley, Bailar,
Reams and other members of  the Jefferson
Legislative Committee were appearing be-
fore the Senate Criminal and Civil Justice
Appropriations Subcommittee to argue the
county’s case.  

“If  the Senators’ reaction to our con-
cerns and the other information presented
can be considered hopeful, then yes, there’s
a glimmer of  hope,” Conley said. 

She said that in particular Senator
Mike Fasano, who chairs the subcommit-
tee, had spoken with the group following
the hearing and expressed his support for
the removal of  JCI from the list.

“He said to us that he would support
JCI being taken off  the hit list,” Conley
said.

But Fasano also advised the group that
the decision ultimately rested with the
Governor, she said. 

Bailar, who spoke before the Senate
subcommittee on Tuesday and again on
Wednesday morning, was more guarded in
his comments.

He offered that lawmakers in both the
House and Senate subcommittees appeared
to be sympathetic and supportive of  Jeffer-
son County’s plight.  

“Both have spoken strongly in favor of
us,” Bailar said. “They felt the selection
criteria was flawed, if  not misdirected.
They noted the lack of  transparency and
were surprised that legislators were not
brought into the decision or that local offi-
cials’ input was not considered.”

But as far as the Florida Department
of  Corrections (FDOC) was concerned, the
department remained resolute in its deci-
sion to close the facility, notwithstanding
whatever economic pains the closing
would cause, Bailar said.

Which pointed again to the Governor
as the ultimate arbiter, he said.

As for his read of  the Governor’s pos-
sible response, Bailar was noncommittal.

“The Governor’s office seems to be say-
ing, ‘You have made these points and we
may want to revisit them if  only to get a
better view of  the implications,” he said.

Boyd, who along with Conley, Reams,
and lobbyists Chris Doolin and Wendy Bit-
ner met with the Governor’s senior staff
on Monday, said he was encouraged by the
developments.   

“They understand the numbers,” Boyd
said of  the Governor’s staff. “The fact that
the closing would place inordinate eco-
nomic pain on our county is getting trac-
tion.”

He said the other point that the group
emphasized to the Governor’s staff  was
that JCI was a model prison with an ex-
tremely low recidivism level, a tribute to
the humane culture of  its rural workforce.

The prison, moreover, served as a pilot
program for 12-hour shifts, an experiment
that saved the FDOC nearly $200,000 in
overtime pay over a year, and which pro-
gram the department now planned to im-
plement statewide to projected savings of
millions.    

The point, Boyd said, is that none of
these factors entered into the decision to
close the prison.

“The message is getting across,” he
said. “It’s resonating with the Governor’s
people.”

traffic stop.
Investigator Logan

Wilcox reported that on
December 1, 2010 at ap-
proximately 10:04 p.m.,
Investigator Jerry Black-
mon and himself  were
patrolling on South Salt
Road and they observed a
white Chevrolet SUV
traveling at a high rate of
speed.

Wilcox also reported
that the vehicle did not
have a tag lamp and had
an improper Florida tag.

The deputies stopped
the vehicle and identified
the driver as Thomas L.
Cruce, 27, of  Perry, FL,
and the passenger as
Stokes. 

While talking with
Cruce and Stokes, Wilcox
noted that they were act-
ing very nervous.

Wilcox asked if  he
could search the vehicle
for any drugs or weapons
and both Cruce and
Stokes stated that he
could search.

Blackmon and
Wilcox located 24 grams
of  Methamphetamine
and Methamphetamine
paraphernalia inside of
the vehicle.

Based on the evi-
dence Cruce and
Stokes were arrested and
charged with possession
of  Methamphetamine
with intent to sell; traf-
ficking in Methampheta-
mine; and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A
total bond of  $75,500 was
set on each man.

Stokes bonded out of
the County Jail Decem-
ber 6, 2010. 

Cruce bonded out of
jail March 21, 2011.

Cruce is still await-
ing trial.

On Friday, May 13, a witness
in the case came forward and
asked to speak to Murphy and Lt.
Mack Norton, after reading an
article in the Monticello News
the previous evening. The wit-
ness said he read in the newspa-
per about the burglary, which
listed the theft of  the batteries.
The witness said on May 11 he
was contacted by a man named
Brandon Freeman, 25, of  Monti-
cello, who asked him to haul
some car batteries to the recycle
center for him. (The witness is
known to often gather and trans-
port recyclable items to the recy-
cle center.) The witness agreed to
haul the batteries because he also
had some items to sell.  The wit-
ness met with Freeman and a sec-
ond suspect, Travis J. Scott, 30, of
Jefferson County, at Freeman’s
apartment. Freeman’s girlfriend
was present. The batteries were
stored in Freeman’s living room.
The men loaded the batteries, ap-
proximately 30, on the truck and
drove them to the recycle center
in Madison,. 

At the center, Freeman sold
the batteries. During the trip, the
Scott asked the witness if  he
wanted to buy an air tank and the
witness declined the purchase. 

The following evening, the
witness was reading the Monti-
cello News article and discovered
that the batteries and the air tank
were stolen. The witness told a
friend, who called Freeman’s girl-
friend to inquire if  she knew the
items were stolen. Shortly after-
ward, Freeman contacted the wit-
ness, inquiring who he told about
the batteries. Freeman implied
someone saw “them” during the
burglary and he named the man
who saw them. 

After receiving this tip from
the first witness, MPD Chief
Fred Mosley located the second
witness, who agreed to provide a
statement. The second witness
stated that around 5:30 Wednes-
day morning, May 11, he was
walking to work utilizing the
bike trail. He walked past the
NAPA store and about one block
later, he noticed two men stand-
ing in the shadows near the shed
by the NAPA store. The witness
said he believed the two men
must have been hiding when he
initially passed the store, just
seconds before he had not seen
them standing there.

On May 16, Murphy inter-
viewed Freeman’s girlfriend,
who was rather evasive when he

inquired about the batteries and
she attempted to create an alibi
for Freeman, however, she could
not explain how the batteries ap-
peared in her apartment
overnight. She did state that the
second suspect was at their resi-
dence the next day and assisted
in loading the batteries.

Later the same day, Murphy
and Norton interviewed Free-
man. He initially denied any in-
volvement in the crime and could
not explain how the batteries ar-
rived in his apartment. During
the interview, Freemen eventu-
ally admitted driving the Scott to
the scene, watching him enter
the fenced area and returning a
short time later, where the sec-
ond suspect had stacked the bat-
teries. 

The two loaded the batteries
in Freeman’s girlfriend’s car and
drove them back to his apart-
ment, where they placed them.
Freeman claimed not to know
what happened to the air tank.
Freeman claimed the Scott was
alone, however, the second wit-
ness originally identified by
Freeman to the first witness, re-
ported seeing two men by the
shed. On Friday morning, 

May 13, MPD assisted and re-

ceived assistance from the Madi-
son County Sheriff ’s Office.
MCSO Investigator Tina Demot-
sis went to the recycle center, lo-
cated the batteries, photographed
them and obtained a copy of  the
receipt bearing Freeman’s signa-
ture accepting payment for the
batteries.

The batteries were returned
to the NAPA store.

Freeman was arrested May
16 and charged with burglary of
a structure, bond set at $10,000;
burglary of  a conveyance, bond
set at $10,000; grand theft, bond
set at $5,000 and violation of  pro-
bation (VOP) on the charge of
grand theft. Freeman remained
at the County Jail January 24,
held without bond on the VOP
charge.

Scott, 30 was arrested Janu-
ary 10 on an outstanding county
warrant for his arrest charging
with burglary of  a structure; bur-
glary of  a conveyance; grand
theft; and violation of  probation
on the charge of  fleeing or at-
tempting to elude law enforce-
ment officers. A total bond of
$32,000 was set and he remained
in the County Jail January 24,
held without bond on the VOP
charge.

plan to step down at the
end of  June. Schleicher
has since been urging the
commissioners to better
define their expectations
for the office and commit
these expectations to writ-
ing preparatory to hiring
a new coordinator. 

“You need to decide
on a job description, the
minimum qualifications
and salary range,” Schle-
icher told commissioners
on Thursday evening, Jan.
19. “If  you don’t nail it
down, it’s going to fall off
the wall… If  you’re not
going to pay more than
$55,000, what I’m being
paid, you need to tell ap-
plicants that upfront. And
you need to put these
things down in writing so
there are no surprises.”   

Already, there has

been talk on the commis-
sion of  redefining the co-
ordinator’s role to give it
more of  an economic de-
velopment function. That
argument possibly re-
ceived a boost on Jan. 19
from a group of  con-
cerned citizens who called
on the commission to take
a more active role in fos-
tering economic develop-
ment and commit more
county resources to the
endeavor.

Speaking for the
group at the commission
meeting was Jack Car-
swell, who offered that the
community was possibly
headed for an economic
meltdown.

“Our county’s econ-
omy seems to have
reached a crisis stage,”
Carswell said, citing as ev-

idence declining property
values, a sinking tax base
and the numerous empty
buildings in downtown
Monticello — a situation
exacerbated by the an-
nounced prison closing. 

Carswell by and by
got to the point of  his
presentation: this commu-
nity found itself  in an eco-
nomic malaise “without
an economic strategy in
place to meet the chal-
lenges.”  

He said it was the in-
tention of  the group he
represented to conduct re-
search and eventually re-
turn to the commission
with an economic develop-
ment strategy that was
“action-oriented, broad-
based, comprehensive and
highly coordinated, with
specific first steps, with a

way to measure our
progress, and a detailed
mechanism to take us for-
ward.” 

In the interim, he of-
fered for consideration a
set of  recommendations
that he said would likely
be in the final product,
based on their successful
implementation in other
communities.   

The recommenda-
tions ranged from forma-
tion of  a 10-member
committee of  seasoned
business people to offer
advice on economic mat-
ters and sound economic
strategies; to establish-
ment of  a small, annually
funded community chest
that civic organizations
could apply to in order to
supplement their own fi-
nancial efforts on behalf

of  the community; to de-
velopment of  a theme or
brand for the use of  retail
space in the heart of
downtown Monticello; to
the publication of  a maga-
zine by the Chamber of
Commerce to promote the
community.

But the recommenda-
tion that appeared to gain
instant traction with
some on the commission
was the one calling for the
coordinator’s office to be
redefined to give it more
of  an economic develop-
ment function and that it
be “funded and staffed to
carry out this mission.”    

C o mm i s s i o n e r s
praised the overall merits
of  the proposal and sched-
uled it for further discus-
sion and exploration at
the next joint meeting of

the commission and Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil (EDC), scheduled for 9
a.m. Monday, Feb. 13, in
the commission’s room.

In the interim, the
commission invited the
group to present its ideas
on the coordinator’s role
at the Jan. 30 workshop.     



KRISTIN FINNEY
A Special From Greene
Publishing, Inc.

Flying is something
that not many people have
the bravery or ability to
do. Kelly Criswell, how-
ever, does not fit into that
mold. She has loved flying
since she was little. “I
have always dreamed of
being a pilot,” she ex-
plained. And it is that love
of  flying that pushed her
to get her private pilots li-
cense. 

She told her dad that
she was interested in fly-
ing and he had a family
friend take them up in his
plane. “I was hooked from
there on out,” Criswell ex-
plained, “My mom's dad
passed away about five
years ago. He was in the
air force and wanted to be
a pilot but was colorblind
so he couldn't fly for the
military. He always
wanted one of  his kids to
learn how to fly.”

After graduating
from Lincoln High School
in 2008, Criswell went on
to receive her Associate in
Arts from Tallahassee

Community College. She
then moved to Jack-
sonville to attend the col-
lege for aviation. She
received her flight train-
ing from Sterling Flight
Training in Jacksonville. 

When asked what the
steps were in getting a pri-

vate pilots license,
Criswell explained, “My
flight training was done
in three stages which
were basically pre-solo
(learning maneuvers like
stalls and steep turns and
how to land the plane),
then cross country flights
(which aren't really cross
country, they're just
flights over 50 nautical
miles), and then solo time,
and finally taking the
check ride to get your li-
cense.”

While she does not
have her own plane,
Criswell is able to rent one
from the school. She rents

a DA-20 and flies out of
Craig Airport. She has
logged 10 hours of  solo fly-
ing time, making solo
trips to Lake City, Flagler
and Brunswick. 

The hardest part of
getting a private pilots li-
cense, according to
Criswell, “was mustering
up the courage to do my
solo flights. That probably
sounds bad but I would get
so nervous before solo
flights, until I was actu-
ally in the plane and
rolling, and then I was
fine. Also, there is a lot of
ground school where
you're not actually flying.

It was like a foreign
language to me at first.”
But her fear of  solo flights
has eased with time. So
much so in fact, that the
one trip that she would
like to pilot but hasn’t had
a chance to yet would be a
solo flight at night. “I
would love to do that, it's
so beautiful at night.” 

Criswell’s favorite
part of  having her own
private pilots license is,
“Definitely getting to see
the world from the sky.” 
Her advice to anyone in-
terested in getting their
own private pilots license
would be to, “Make sure

this is something you re-
ally want to do, because it
takes a lot of  time and
dedication, and a lot of
money.” She then ex-
plained what it takes to
get one, “I went through a
college, but you can take
flight lessons at an air-
port or somewhere that
offers flight lessons. Also,
you need to obtain a third
class medical certificate.” 

Kelly Criswell is the
daughter of  Marty and
Karen Criswell. She has
one little brother who is
14 years old. “I have an
awesome family,” stated
Criswell. 

Fran Hunt
ECB Publishing 
Staff  Writer

The third free local
class for smoking cessation
will begin next Tuesday
and run for a six-weeks pe-
riod, held every Tuesday
night, 6 p.m. at the Jeffer-
son County Health Depart-
ment. 

The course is devel-
oped by ex-smokers for
those who wish to become
ex-smokers.

The course provides a
plethora of  informative
information including
how to identify the trig-
gers of  the smoking habit,
how to deter from those
triggers, and how to begin
detoxifying the body prior
to the actual quit date and
beginning usage of  free
Nicotine Replacement
Therapy (NRT) which in-
cludes patches, Commit
lozenges and nicotine gum

for the first month. 
The course NRTs are

all funded by the state and
was provided through a
partnership of  Florida
Health Educators Centers
(Florida AHEC), Florida
Department of  Health,
Quit Smoking Now, and
Quitline (1-877-822-6669).

Class participants
also learn how to not fail
by beating themselves up
if  a brief  failure has re-
sulted, how to avoid
weight-gain after quit-
ting, developing healthy
eating and utilizing the
habit of  exercising, how
to keep from reaching for
the cigarettes through
strictly force of  habit, and
so much more healthy

beneficial information.
Florida Big Bend

Area Health Education
Centers (AHEC) Smoking
Cessation Consultant Pre-
ston Mathews kicks each
class off  with an inspir-
ing reading on the Carbon
Monoxide (CO) Monitor
and take a reading from
everyone in the class,
which serves the purpose
of  participants actually
being able to see the re-
sults of  their efforts to
date. 

Mathews often has
participants talk about
their goals, speaks of  the
medical problems caused
in both men and women
due to smoking, the many
poisons contained within

cigarette smoke and the
effects of  those we love
around us who do not
smoke as a result of  the
second hand smoke they
breath every day due to
our habit.

Each participant is
also provided with a
water bottle, stress ball,
and learn of  the impor-
tance of  drinking a large
amount of  water to help
purify and detoxify the
system as we were prepar-
ing for the actual quit
date.

To enroll in the class
and for further informa-
tion contact Preston
Mathews at 728-5479 or
email at pmathews@big-
bendahec.org.
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S & D Enterprises

1075 N. Jefferson St.
Monticello, FL

Phone: 850-997-0202 
Email: sdenter10@yahoo.com

Federal & State Tax Preparer

NOT JUST DURING TAX SEASON

David R. Patterson
Accountant

Over 21 years of experience

Available All Year Long

Kelly Criswell Spreads Her Wings

FREE SMOKING CESSATION
CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 31

Doug and Dawn Stiff of Monticello, Florida are happy to announce the
engagement of their daughter Brittani N. Stiff to Robert M. Locklar, son of
Milton Locklar of Bowling Green, FL and Leslie Locklar of Wauchula, FL. 

Brittani graduated from Jefferson County High School, received, her AA
from Florida State University, her BA from University of North Florida and
will graduate with her doctorate in physical therapy at the end of April
2012. 

Robert graduated from Aucilla Christian Academy and served in the
Marine Corps for four years. He was deployed twice, once to Afghanistan.
He works for Winn Dixie Corp. in Jacksonville, FL, where, they live. 

They will be married in a civil ceremony that will be held in the 
gardens at the home of the Bride’s parents on Saturday, May 5, 2012 at
6:00 in the evening. The ceremony will be performed by the 
Sheriff, David C. Hobbs.

Stiff and Locklar to Wed



JANUARY 27
Monticello Jamboree be-
gins at 7 p.m. every Fri-
day evening at 625 South
Water Street, just three
blocks north of  the
American Legion Otto
Walker Post 49. For ques-
tions or concerns contact
Curtis Morgan at 850-933-
8136 or Bobby Connell at
850-445-0049. There are
doorprizes, cold soft
drinks and snacks. 

JANUARY 27
Havana Nights 7:30 to
11:30 p.m. Friday at the
Capital City Country
Club to benefit programs
of  Kids Incorporated of
the Big Bend. Sponsor-
ship opportunities are
available by contacting
Judie Miller at 850-414-
9800x104 or jmiller@
kidsincorporated.org
Enjoy an evening of  live
music, dancing, gaming
and a silent auction; for
$50 per person. 

JANUARY 27-28
From The Heart Music
Hour is back again Fri-
day and Saturday with
another fabulous episode
at the Monticello Opera
House. They’ve yet again
scheduled great talent for
both nights. Culminating
in the Saturday night
stage show with ‘Hits &
Grins’ featuring Steve
Dean, Bill Whyte and
Lisa Shaffer. The format
is the same; the party
starts downstairs with
food available for pur-
chase, this time from a fa-
miliar local
caterer, Carrie Ann &
Company. Doors open at
6:00 p.m., Happy Hour
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., stage
show 8:00 to 10:00 p.m.
and the After Party lasts
till midnight. This
episode includes ‘The
Currys’, the ‘Sarah Mac

Band’ and the list goes on
and on. Contact the MOH
for tickets now at 850-997-
4242 or go to monticel-
looperahouse.org 

JANUARY 28           
Quilt and Fiber Arts Ex-
hibition at the Jefferson
Arts. The gallery is open
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Satur-
days, or by appointment,
and is located at 575 West
Washington Street, in
downtown Monticello.
Call 850-997-3311 for more
information. There is no
charge and the gift shop
will be open. 

JANUARY 30
Martin Luther King
Community Center
meets 6 p.m. on the last
Monday of  each month at
the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-
997-3760 for more infor-
mation.

JANUARY 30
Al-Anon meetings are
held at 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at the Anglican
Church, 124 Jefferson Av-
enue in Thomasville, GA.
For information go to
www.al-anon.alateen.org 

JANUARY 30
AA women’s meetings
are held on Mondays at
6:45 p.m.; AA meetings
follow at 8 p.m., at the
Christ Episcopal Church
Annex, 425 North Cherry
Street. For more informa-
tion, call 850-997-2129 or
850-997-1955.

JANUARY 31
AA classes are held every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. for
those seeking help. The
classes are held at the
Harvest Christian Cen-
ter, 1599 Springhollow
Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-
212-7669 for more infor-
mation.

JANUARY 31

Jefferson County Shared
Services, an entity of  the
Healthy Start Coalition
of  Jefferson, Madison &
Taylor Counties meets at
9:30 a.m. on the last Tues-
day of  each month at the
Jefferson County Bailar
Public Library. Mark
your calendar and plan to
attend this very informa-
tive community meeting.
This is an opportunity
for agencies to share
services. Agenda items
will include agency shar-
ing, a Whole Child Tech-
nical Forum and a
program on the upcom-
ing ‘Healthy Smart Day’
event presented by guest
speaker Catie
McRae/FDLRS. For more
information about these
meetings, or to be a
speaker at any of  these
meetings, contact Cindy
Hutto, business manager,
at cjhutto@ healthys-
tartjmt.org or 850-948-
2741. Community
Agencies Working for
Jefferson County.

FEBRUARY 1
Jefferson Arts Gallery
business meeting is held
on the first Wednesday of
the month from 11 a.m. to
12 p.m., in the gallery at
575 West Washington
Street in downtown Mon-
ticello. (No meeting in
August) Become a mem-
ber! Get involved! Be
there! 

FEBRUARY 1
Monticello Kiwanis Club
meets every Wednesday
at noon at the Jefferson
Country Club on the
Boston Highway for
lunch, a program and a
meeting. Contact Presi-
dent Rob Beshears at 850-
997-5054 for more
information.

FEBRUARY 2
You may qualify for assis-

tance through the Capital
Area Community Action
Agency Weatherization
Assistance Program. The
program reduces heating
and cooling costs by im-
proving the energy effi-
ciency of  the home.
Contact Annette Wilson
at 850-997-4104 for an ap-
pointment from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. on the first Thurs-
day at Union Hill AME
Church. Homes in Jeffer-
son County are needed
for weatherization. Or,
contact Pat Hall or
Melissa Watson at 850-
997-8231 for additional in-
formation, and other
services currently being
offered. This is free to the
client. 

FEBRUARY 2
Business Community
Prayer Breakfast will be
held at 7 a.m. on Thurs-
day at a local location
and the program will
offer a speaker. Bring a
non-perishable food item
for the community food
pantry. Come and bring a
friend. Serving begins at
6:45 a.m. The program
will conclude at 8 a.m. If
you have names for the
prayer list, email them to
Coordinator L. Gary
Wright at lgwright39@
embarqmail.com or call
850-997-5705 or 850-933-
5567 for more informa-
tion. This fellowship and
promotion of  Christian
values continues because
of  your participation.
Bobby Brown will be
guest speaker to the
meeting held this month
at the Jefferson Country
Club on the Boston High-
way.

FEBRUARY 2

AA meetings are held
weekly at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information
call 850-997-2129 or 850-
997-1955.

FEBRUARY 3
Ashville Area Volunteer
Fire Department meets
6:30 p.m. on the first Fri-
day of  each month at the
fire station. Contact John
Staffieri at 850-997-6807
for more details.

FEBRUARY 3
Rotary meets at 12 p.m.
on Friday at the First
Presbyterian Church in
the fellowship hall for
lunch and a meeting with
a program and speaker.
Contact President John
Lilly at 850-342-0187 for
more information.

FEBRUARY 4
Lions Club members will
hold a yard sale from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. on Satur-
day in the Monticello
News parking lot. To
make a donation or to
rent a space ($10 dona-
tion) contact Lion Jane at
850-997-3392 or just come
by on Saturday and setup
or drop off.

FEBRUARY 3
Stress Management For
Women Webinar on Fri-
day from 2 to 3 p.m. at the
Chamber. Learn how to
beat stress-caused ten-
sion, frustration and fa-
tigue, and change forever
the way you manage your
active, vigorous agenda.
This webinar is free for
Chamber members and
their employees. You
must make your reserva-
tion by Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 1 to 850-997-5552, or
the webinar will be can-
celed. 

FEBRUARY 4
Covenant Hospice is ac-
tively seeking sponsors
for its signature
fundraiser, ‘A Chocolate
Affair’. The third annual
event will take place from
6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday at
the University Center
Club, located in FSU’s
Doak Campbell Stadium.
For more information,
contact Lydia Claire
Brooks at
lydiaclaire.brooks@cove
nanthospice.org or call
850-701-0137.
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Thelma Isobel Finney, age 95, of
Monticello, FL passed away on Wednes-
day, January 25, 2012 at the Cross Land-
ings Health and Rehabilitation Center
in Monticello. 

Visitation will take place at Allen
and Allen Funeral Home in
Thomasville, GA on Sunday, January
29, 2012 from 1 to 2: p.m. Services will
follow at 2 p.m. Rev. Sam Pickenpaugh
will officiate. Interment will be in the
Fredonia Cemetery. 

Mrs. Finney was born on May 3,
1916 in Eckhart Mines, MD to Arthur
and Emma Broadwater Eisentrout. She
attended God’s Bible School in Cincin-
nati, OH where she met and married
the love of  her life Rev. G. Charles
Finney, who predeceased her. Together
they pastored churches in Greensboro,
PA; Bethesda, Steubenville, Cleveland,
East Palestine, Columbiana, Green-
town and Ellet, OH; Dover, NJ; New
Philadelphia, OH; St. Petersburg, New
Port Richey and Monticello, FL for the

Church of  the Nazarene. They also did
evangelistic work and filled the pulpit
occasionally in Thomasville. She was a
member of  the Church of  the Nazarene
in Thomasville and was church pianist
until 2004. She was an extraordinary
musician all of  her life. She and her
husband were the founding pastors of
the Church of  the Nazarene in Monti-
cello. 

She is the mother of  Carolyn Holt,
Mt. Juliet, TN and Nikki (Marilyn)
Shepherd, Monticello. She also leaves
behind five grandchildren Erik Holt
(Gina,) TN; Kim Constantaras (Stas,)
TN; Scott Holt and David Brumfield,
Monticello; and Kristi Cooksey (Jessie,)
Tallahassee; and nine great-grandchil-
dren Erin and Ricky Holt; Terry, Alex
and Joshua Constantaras; Jeremy and
Cecillee Holt; and Caroline and Ella
Cooksey. 

Family and friends may sign the
online register at www.allenfh.com 1-
229-226-6331.

THELMA ISOBEL FINNEY
Crackle Painting

with folk artist Janet
Moses 10 a.m. Saturday,
January 28 at the One
Heart Earth Center, 450
West Madison Street. Re-
serve now, as space is lim-
ited.

Welcome artists and
everybody wanting to
learn the art of  Crackle
Painting, a three-
step process and a tech-
nique that can be used on
furniture, cabinets and
wood.

Moses is a widely
known and respected folk
artist, whose work has
been purchased by two
United States Presidents.

Call OHEC at 850-997-
7373 or go to www.one-
heartearthcenter.org for
more information.

Crackle
Painting At

OHEC
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Jefferson County Living

Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured

Stewart Heating
& Cooling

MONTICELLO’S ONLY LOCAL 
HEATING & COOLING COMPANY

Fair Friendly Service
FAMILY OWNED

Office: 850-342-3294 
Cell 850-509-0306Lic. #RA0067121

850-997-0877   850-509-1465

G l e n d a  o r  J o n
a t  8 5 0 - 9 9 7- 3 5 6 8

For Any of Your 
Advertisement Needs

TOWN & COUNTRY
TACK & RESALE SHOP

Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

BAR STOOLS

1501 Capital Circle NW
Tallahassee, Florida

(850) 576-6044

$6995
and
up

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Many times the older
people in different com-
munities throughout the
country will reminisce
about the days gone by
and what life was like
back in the “good ol’
days.” County resident
Nellie Kay Akins, 64, re-
cently reminisced about
her earlier days of  living
in Monticello.

In the earlier days,
doing the laundry was
quite a chore. “The first
thing we did, the kids
would keep the wood
chips and small pieces of
wood on the fire burning
beneath an old black
wash pot and we boiled
the clothes. Then we had
a number three tin wash-
tub. We used a rubbing
board and potash soap to
clean our clothes and
hung them straight on
barbwire because we had
no clothespins. Then we
had to use the smoothing
(cast iron) iron to iron
the clothes. It was heated
on the wood burning
stove,” she recalled. 

She added that cook-
ing and baking were
done in cast iron pots
and skillets on the wood-
burning stove. “We used
corn cobs and wood for
the fire.

“We took bathes in
the laundry tub and we
would warm water on
the stove to bathe in,”
she said. “We used Irish

potatoes and baking soda
for deodorant after-
ward,” she added. 

“We used shucks to
mop our floors clean and
sometimes rags and
potash soap were used,”
said Akins. “We got our
water from a well and
many times when we
pulled up the bucket, we
pulled up snakes, frogs
and lizards in the bucket.
To bring the water back
to the house, we had one
bucket on our head and
one in each hand,” she
recalled. 

“We slept on a moss
and shuck mattress and
there were five or six to
the bed,” said Akins.
“Every three months or
so we would have to re-
stuff  the mattress and it
better not be lumpy,
mama didn’t put up with
a lumpy mattress in the
house.” She added that in
those days, there were no
backaches from the mat-
tress; the backaches did-
n’t come in until cotton
did.

“We drank our water
out of  peanut butter and
mayonnaise jars and we
took our lunch to school
in a lard bucket,” she
said. Akins then began

talking about all of  the
different foods they ate.
“For our lunches we had
fatback, sweet potatoes
and cornbread and
sometimes we had
overly-burnt biscuits
and syrup. We ate har-
mony grits and took the
husks to make corn-
bread. We ate catfish and
black fish two or three
days, three times a day;
you couldn’t do any bet-
ter. We used to eat coon,
opossum, clabber-milk
and bread, chitlins,
chicken feet, ox tails,
chicken necks, pig ears,
hog head cheese, liver
pudding and even the
brain,” she said.

“We had a smoke
house and would cure
the hog we killed once a
year. We would hand-
grind the sausage and it
was packed into the in-
testines for a casing. Peo-
ple would also give us
deer meat. We ate alliga-
tor, birds, wild ducks and
we would go out to the
chicken coop and ring a
chicken neck off, pluck it
and mama would make a
big pot of  chicken and
rice. We never went hun-
gry,” Akins said.

“We washed our

dishes in a big pan and
used potash soap for
wash powder,” she re-
called. “A white rag and
baking soda were used to
clean our teeth.

“We used lard cans
for our sitting chairs,
sometimes we sat on the
floor. We used cardboard
to fan with. We used an
outhouse and for paper,
we used newspaper, cob
or moss,” she said. 

“We used a safety
pin to hold a bow in our
hair,” she added. “We
used hog lard for hair
grease and we used a
brown paper bag to roll
up our hair. 

“Before we went to
school we had to pick
cotton and milk the

cows,” she said. “After
school we had to eat,
work in the field, feed
the hogs, clean and we
did our homework by
kerosene lantern and we
would work until the last
flicker of  light when we
were out of  kerosene. In
the winter months we
made quilts to stay
warm,” Akins recalled. 

“My mama made
our dresses from the old
printed flour sacks. They
were pretty and we were
really proud of  them. We
wore brogans and had
only one pair. There
were times that we had
to go to school barefoot
because our shoes were
wet. Our socks were mis-
matched, but that wasn’t
uncommon then, you
wore what you had.  

“We walked to Sun-
day school. There was a
single heater in there
and the people would
warm up and then go sit
down. It was always cold
during the sermon and
some people brought
quilts to wrap in during
the service because it
was so cold,” she said. 

“I remember picking
cotton for 10 cents a
pound and peanuts for

$1 a bushel,” she added.
“It sure was hot in the
fields. She added that
she began working at
the age of  13 for $3 per
day, cleaning houses and
babysitting. 

“On Saturday we
went into town on the
mule and wagon,” Akins
said. “We would jump
out before going on to
the Rat Row. Mama
would tell us to be home
before the sun goes
down.

“Nowadays the
young people tell me
that it was not hard
times when we were
coming up. They are
blessed and live in some
good times, where every-
thing is handed to you at
the push of  a button,”
said Akins. “If  I could
turn back the hands of
time, I would,” she con-
cluded.

It’s no wonder why
people like to sit and re-
member the “Good Ol’
Days!”

If  you would like to
sit and reminisce about
the “Good Ol’ Days”
with Fran, call 997-3568
or email franhunt@em-
barqmail.com for an ap-
pointment.

Remembering The “Good Ol’ Days” 

Nellie Kay Akins

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) at The Florida State University,
which provides learning activities for per-
sons over 50 who want to continue their ed-
ucation in a stress-free environment with no
exams, is offering three courses at North
Florida Community College’s Green Indus-
tries Institute in Jefferson County as part of
its spring offering of  classes.

Classes meet two hours each week for
six weeks, beginning on Thursday, February
9. Sign up deadline is January 31.

“Our partnership with NFCC/Green In-
dustries allows OLLI to expand its reach to
Jefferson County, providing an opportunity
for persons throughout the area to continue
learning in an informal and collegial setting
with people of  their own age,” said OLLI
President Susan Yelton.

Classes to be offered at NFCC/Green In-
dustries are: *Harlem in the Jazz Age: Ex-
ploring Improvisation as an American

Phenomenon, taught by Dr. Madeleine Hir-
siger-Carr of  Tallahassee Community Col-
lege. The course will use literature, music
and the arts to examine the results of  cul-
tural contact in Harlem during the Roaring
Twenties.

*Hands-on Organic Gardening for Early
Spring, taught by Claire Mitchell, Green In-
dustries Institute Sustainable Agriculture
Programs manager. Participants will get
practical outdoor experience as well as
classroom instruction leading to their best
spring garden ever.

*Writing Our Place in the World: Nature
Memoir” led by author Susan Cerulean.
This course will explore our role within the
natural world and will feature writing exer-
cises and friendly, constructive group feed-
back.

Cost of  each class is $55. The OLLI mem-
bership fee for each semester is $60.  

OLLI is associated with the Pepper In-

stitute on Aging and Public Policy and is
supported by the Bernard Osher Founda-
tion, which funds lifelong learning insti-
tutes at 117 colleges and universities across
the country.

The heart of  the OLLI program is two
six-week academic terms presented each fall
and spring semester and a three-week term
during May of  each year. In addition to
NFCC/Green Industries, OLLI classes are
taught at the Claude Pepper Center on the
FSU campus and Westminster Oaks in Tal-
lahassee.

In addition to classes, OLLI also pro-
vides field trips, weekly lectures, a writers’
group, a book club and other learning activ-
ities. 

Persons seeking additional information
or to sign up for the spring semester should
call OLLI at 644-3520 or 644-7947, email at
taaronson@fsu.edu or go to
www.olli.fsu.edu 

OLLI OFFERS CLASSES IN JEFFERSON COUNTY
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School & Education 

VIEW OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @
www.directautoexchange.com 352740

850.574.8200

Your Pre-Owned

Certifi ed Dealer
®

Auto • Home
Business • Life

Health • Annuities

Call today for coverage information. 

Insuring
What
Matters
Most

100% CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 
IS OUR GOAL

FOREIGN & DOMESTICFOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Body & Paint Work • Frame Straightening

FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

11615 US Hwy 319 N 
Thomasville, GA

(Past Wal-Mart across the street from 
Stallings Dodge Chrysler Jeep)

229-226-2077

DUNHAM BODY SHOP

Morrow Insurance
Agency

380 S. Jefferson St. Monticello, FL

(850) 997-3912

From Wheelbarrow 
to 18-Wheeler

We’ve got your tires!

SSorensenorensen
TTire ire CCenter,enter,

IInc.nc.

1300 N. 
Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

850-997-4689

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

Size: 2 COLUMN x 6.5Size: 1 COLUMN x 4.5

March ’07
G4: Everyday Savings
Use: Local Newspaper
Instructions: Add phone # and address

GENERAL AUDIENCE

It’s not a special offer, 
just plain

everyday low rates. 
Convenient local office  Money-saving discounts

Low down payments  Monthly payment plans  24-hour ser-
vice and claims  Coverage available by phone

It’s not a special
offer, just plain

everyday low rates. 
 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees  
 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states 
 
 

1700 N. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl
850-385-6047

7596 West Tennessee Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32304

Local: 850-575-8628 •  Toll Free: 800-634-4824

If you would like to
place an advertisement

in our 
Automobile Directory

Call: Jon or Glenda 
at 850-997-3568

Roadtrip

A HONOR ROLL 
STUDENTS
1st Grade: 

Ny'Asja Bundrage, Mason
Craig, Haven Francis,
Jenny Grantham, John
Henderson, Sandy Le,
Kirah Mays, Alejandra
Nogel, Daniel Rosas,
Maria Rosas, Sahara
Silas, Devin Singleton,
Errion Wade, Rico
Watkins

2nd Grade: 
Sean Barrett, Jakayla
Bellamy, Hunter
Boland, Katherine
Brown, Trayrion
Brown, Jordan Byrd,
Wilber Gabriel, Kiyerra

Henry, Rommel Ingram,
Julio Martinez, Alexiua
Miller, Kai Morris,
Jamie Murray, Maiya
Randall, Tris Replogle,
Jakiya Robinson, Ter-
rance Sweat, Ryan
Walker

3rd Grade:
Elijah Bellamy, Jayden
Burns, Caroline Flynt,
Matthew Steen, Khloe
Jennings

4th Grade: 
Damarius Alexander,
NyQena Alexander, Tris-
tan Craig, Grant Crumi-
tie, Elizabeth Crego,
Ariyanna Ellison, James
Flynt, Aaliyah Martin,

Tremeine Robinson,
Allen Washington, Zarian
Wiggins

5th Grade: 
Tanja Chavis, Yunijha
Cooper, Mark Prevatt,
Terrence Mosley, Alic
Troutman, Aysia Womack

AB HONOR ROLL 
STUDENTS
1st Grade:

Azaria Bellamy, Caylee
Boland, Shannon Branch,
Johnny Crawford,
Allyson Davis, Kelvontae
Gilley, Shamar Harris,
Laniyah Hughes, Rubin
Jaimes, Julexia Jones,
Anna Li, Emily Loveless,
Jemika McCray, Alicia

Meeks, Emma Moore,
Jonathan Moore,
Sharneisa Mosley, Para-
dise Mills, Jaila Mitchell,
Arleja Nealy, Anthony
Newbon, Wade Sego,
Tykora Thompson, Jus-
tice Walker, Aliria
Williams

2nd Grade: 
Altavia Anderson,
Michael Andrews,
Taniyah Bellamy, Sam'-
Dria Bouie, Elijah Bran-
nan, Dominic Butler,
Tyren Dasher, Brooke
Flowers, Amyia Francis,
Isabella Gray, Trinity
Highgate, Bryce Key, Jal-
isa Jones, Javoris Jones,

Logan Lamb,
Kumeriyanna Livington,
Alaina Massey, Tranexia
Moore, Taelyn Ransom,
Elvonte Sperdutos,
Rileigh Spinosa, Ke-
shawn Thomas, Jasmine
Tovar, Taniah Whitfield,
Azaria Williams,
Samaria Zeigler

3rd Grade: 
Erica Adams, Calvin
Alexander, Quaneisha
Beverly, Frankesha Berry,
Mackenzie Boatwright,
Monica Campos, Cornel-
lius Campbell, Lois Hen-
derson, Ryan Long

4th Grade: 
Ayianna Bradley, Brian

Campbell, Tree'yona Dun-
lap, Wanda Gabriel, Mar-
quelius Hawkin, Katelynn
Jiminez, Cindy Le, Jada
Mosley, Alex Salmons, An-
thony Seaton, Giekobe
Smith, Jamichael Steen,
Zareyah Wiggins

5th Grade: 
James Anderson, Lily
Akers, Kaylin Bronson,
Tre Brown, Sha'Quiria
Broxie, Kayla Burns,
Kahree Hill, Arianna
Jones, Lynette Loveless,
Desmond Mathis, Taylor
Mitchell, Audrey Ragin,
Christopher Roseberry,
Collier Spinosa, Ricky
West, Jakell Williams

JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL A & AB
HONOR ROLL STUDENTS FOR 2ND 9-WEEKS
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DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

ChiLdren’s dresses-
white long dresses/gowns size
3,4,7,8, $50. White long gown
size 16, $100. Also gorgeous
Lime Green Dress w/ sequins
teen size 14, $300. Call 850-973-
3497 leave message.

2/23, tfn, nc.

For Sale

BaCKhoe 

serviCes avaiLaBLe

Driveways, roads, ditches, tree

and shrub removal, mowing,

planting, harrowing, burn piles

and field plots. Contact Gary

Tuten 997-3116 or 933-3458.
10/22, rtn, c.

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

Wanted

Help
Wanted

For Rent
3Br/2Ba home 

w/ Central H/A

2Br/2Ba m. home 
w/ Central H/A

NO PETS

No calls before 9:30 am or after

7pm. Liz  @  997-1638
9/30, tfn, c.

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA
a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

3 Br/ 2 Ba 3 Br/ 2 Ba on 5 private Acres

water/sewer $600 month + secu-

rity deposit. 850-997-5893.

10/7, tfn, c.

1 & 2 Bedroom aPart-

ments avaiLaBLe. Eld-

erly, Disabled and Handicapped

persons  with or without chil-

dren. Must meet income require-

ments.  850-997-5321

11/23, tfn, c.

In need of heaters or

heated BLanKets for

struggLing famiLy. 

Call 242-2263.
1/25, 27, c.

neWsPaPer

BundLes:
$2 each, at the 

monticello news 
office. Call us at

850-997-3568

www.florida-classifieds.com 

ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA 

YYoouurr aaddvveerrttiissiinngg bbuuddggeett iiss 

TTOOOO BBIIGG 

Statewide adver sing—refreshing rates 

(866)742 1373 

LumBer Kiln dried  
4/4 Pine, 5/4 Red Oak, 

5/4 White Oak, 5/4 Cherry, 
5/4 Black Walnut.               

Call 997-9947
1/25, 27, c.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Use This Form To Place Your Classified Ad 

By Mail

Payment In Advance Is Required

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
20 Words, Two Edition - $12.00
* Each Additional Line $1.25

DEADLINES:
Monday Noon for Wednesday
Wednesday Noon for Friday

DATES TO BE PUBLISHED

CLASSIFICATION

WRITE YOUR AD HERE

MONTICELLO NEWS &

Jefferson County Journal

PO Box 428
Monticello, FL  32345

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER
3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M.
ON WEDNESDAYS

ONE OF THE
TOP  10 

EASY STEPS
TO 

YOUR
BUSINESS

KILL 

DON’T 
ADVERTISE.
Forget that you have to
keep reminding your es-
tablished customers that

you appreciate their 
business.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CALL

850-997-3568

now hiring - store manager
We currently have opportunities
for a store manager in Madison
and Monticello area.  The posi-
tion requires management expe-
rience. Qualified candidates
must have excellent customer
service and employee relations
skills. The successful candidate
will be capable of operating in a
fast paced environment. Must
have a flexible schedule, be self
motivated, able to train, moti-
vate and prepare employees for
greater responsibilities and have
effective communications skills.
Benefits include: Competitive
pay, Bonus program, Perform-
ance-based pay increases, Paid
vacation, holidays.  Fax Resume
to 850-973-2116 or Call 352-
494-7550  E-mail: bculpep-
per@fasttrackstores.com   

1/20-2/1, c.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED

ADS FOR MONDAY

01/23/2012 THROUGH

01/29/2012

Announcements

Huge discounts when you buy
2 types of advertising! 122
weekly newspapers, 32 web-
sites, 25 daily newspapers.  Call
now to diversify your advertis-
ing with Advertising Networks
of Florida (866)742-1373

Business Opportunities

EARN $1000-$3200 a month to
drive our new cars with ads.
www.PaidDriven.com.

Education

ALLIED HEALTH career
training- Attend college 100%
online. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Fi-
nancial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call
(800)481-9409 www.Centu-
raOnline.com

Events

RED GREEN LIVE Experi-
ence this hilarious one-man
show. April 5th, Tampa Theatre
(800-745-3000), April 7th,
News-Journal Centre, Davidson
Theatre, Daytona State College.
(800-595-4849) www.red-
green.com

Financial Services

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT
CASH NOW!!! $$$ As seen on
TV.$$$ Injury Lawsuit Drag-
ging? Need $500-
$500,000++within 48/hrs? Low
rates APPLY NOW BY
PHONE! Call Today! Toll-Free:

(800)568-8321 www.lawcapi-
tal.com

Help Wanted

Driver - Weekly Hometime.
Dry and Refrigerated. Daily
Pay! 31 Service Centers. Local
Orientation. Newer trucks.
CDL-A, 3 months current OTR
experience. (800)414-9569
www.driveknight.com

Need 13 Good Drivers Top 5%
Pay & 401K 2 Mos. CDL Class
A Driving Exp (877)258-8782
www.meltontruck.com

Drivers: RUN 5 STATE RE-
GIONAL! Get Home Week-
ends, Earn Up to 39c/Mi, 1 yr
OTR Flatbed exp. req'd. SUN-
BELT TRANSPORT, LLC
(800)572-5489 ext. 227

Land For Sale

20 Acres-Live On Land NOW!!
Only $99/mo. $0 Down, Owner
Financing, NO CREDIT
CHECKS! Near El Paso, Texas,
Beautiful Mountain Views!
Free Color Brochure. (800)755-
8953 www.sunsetranches.com

Miscellaneous

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE
ONLINE. *Medical, *Business,
*Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. SCHEV certified. Call
(877)206-5165 www.Centu-
raOnline.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -
Train for hands on Aviation
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid
if qualified - Housing available
CALL Aviation Institute of

Maintenance (866)314-3769

WANTED 10 HOMES needing
siding, windows, roofs or sun-
rooms. Save hundreds of dol-
lars. No money down.
Payments $89/mo. All credit
accepted. Senior/Military dis-
counts. (866)668-8681

Real Estate

Foreclosed Mobile Home with
land ready to move in. Great
value. Approx 1500 sq ft. 3
Br/2Ba. Serious offers only. No
renters. Call (850)308-6473

Schools & Instruction

Heat & Air JOBS - Ready to
work? 3 week accelerated pro-
gram. Hands on environment.
Nationwide certifications and
Local Job Placement Assis-
tance! (877)359-1690  

C o n s t r u C t i o n
traiLer 7' x 12'6" tandem
axle, fold down tailgate, w/
48" sides, steel floor. $650.
850-342-1771 or  284-0260   

1/25, 27, c.

fireWood True cord as-
sorted oaks, $120.cord/ load
$70. Also specialty wood
available (cherry & pecan)
850-342-1771 or  284-0260    

1/25, 27, c.

Caregiver needed
for diaBetiC eLderLy
gentLeman. Non
smoker.  CNA certified pre-
ferred. Some weekend
overnight required.  Refer-
ences required.  call  850-570-
8746 

1/25,27, c.

The Jefferson County Bailar
PuBLiC LiBrary has a
Part time Position
avaiLaBLe. Duties include
assisting customers with job
searches, resumes, unemploy-
ment filing and other e-gov-
ernment services.  Application
available on county website or
at the library.  For more infor-
mation call 342-0205.    

1/25, 27, c.

Small  enclosed utiLity
traiLer,  reasonable   call
997-3505 (Lois)  

1/25, tfn, nc.

Large, LoveLy 3Br 
historiC home, w/ den or
office, in town. Rent or buy.
631-0577.

1/27, c.

Jefferson County
Lions Club Yard Sale

Saturday, February 4
Monticello News Parking
Lot Rent your space for a

$10 donation!

ContaCt Lion
Jane at 850-997-3392.

Yard Sale Items will
also be accepted. 

All funds raised are
used for community

giving.
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Legals 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

CIRCUIT CIVIL

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF: CASE NO.: 09-54-PR
BURL J. ISOM DIVISION: Probate 

Deceased.

V.

ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS AND/OR 
BENEFICAIRES WHO MAY HAVE 
A RIGHT TO CLAIM ANY INTEREST
OR CLAIM TITLE TO LOT 399.
_____________________________/

PETITION FOR QUIET TITLE AS TO LOT 399 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA, 

PARCEL NUMBER 10-2N-4E-0000-0050-0000

COMES NOW, the Personal Representative of the Estate,
Marguree Isom, by and through her undersigned attorney and
Petitions this Court to quiet title as to lot 399. As grounds for
this Petition, the Personal Representative alleges as follows:

1. This is an action to quiet title to real property located in
Jefferson County, Florida that exceeds $15,000.00 in value. 

2. Venue is properly in Jefferson County, Florida due to the
property being located in Jefferson County, Florida. 

3. The decedent, Burl J. Isom, passed away owning real
property in Jefferson County, Florida formally described as:

Section 10 Town 2N Range 4E Subd
Blk Legals 5 Acres Lot 399
Lot 39RO607700
Parcel Number: 10-2N-4E-0000-0050-0000

As required by Fla. Statute §65.011 
4. Burl J. Isom, deceased, has owned the aforesaid property

since 1925. Burl J. Isom has held title to and paid taxes, raised
his family on the property since approximately 1925. There ap-
pear to be no recorded deed in the public records of Jefferson
County, Florida memorializing the decedent’s interest.

5. No one has asserted an adverse right, estate, title, lien or
interest in or to the property or any part thereof. The Isom family
has been in open and continuous possession of the property since
1925.

6. In addition to Burl J. Isom raising his family on the afore-
said property. His son, James Isom, raised his family on the said
property as well.

7. The Personal Representative, Marguree Isom is the
granddaughter of Burl J. Isom via affidavit filed with the Probate
Court stating that she has resided on the property with her father.
(Attached here as Exhibit A). Only pursuant to a purported sale
of the property, did she learn of the missing deed. The Court
awarded even with the absence of a deed the property to Burl
Isom Estate per Order dated March 23, 2011. (Attached here as
Exhibit B). Nevertheless, two (2) title insurance companies
would not underwrite title due to the none existence of a deed,
either quitclaim or warranty deed, in the name of Burl J. Isom,
notwithstanding this Court’s corrective Order Deed as to Lot 399
dated March 23, 2011.

8. The Estate of Burl J. Isom has a colorable title to bring
an action to quiet title (Barclay v. Robert C. Matt & Co., Inc.,
985 So.2d53, 54 (Fla. 4th DCA 2008)) due to the Decedent’s
long term open, continuous, uninterrupted possession of the
property for (25) twenty-five or more years.

9. Burl Isom and his decedents have paid property taxes
when due over the past 25 years.

10. Thus, because Burl J. Isom, deceased, and his decedents
have possessed property (Lot 399) manifest weight of the evi-
dence is sufficient to show that he and his family have owned
property (Lot 399) with a presumed right to sell or convey the
property (Jones Boat Yard, inc. v. Jones, 728 So.2d 364, 365,
(Fla. 3d DCA 1999)).

11. This Court can issue an order to quiet title to property
of the estate of Burl J. Isom.
WHEREFORE, the Personal Representative requests that: 

1. This honorable Court issue an order declaring that the
Estate of Burl J. Isom and his decedents are entitled to exclusive
possession and ownership of Lot 399 as described herein above.

2. This honorable Court issue an Order and declare that the
Estate of Burl J. Isom is the owner of the property in fee simple,
and is entitled to quiet and peaceful possession, the right to alien-
ate, convey and sell Lot 399 as described herein above.

3. This honorable Court issue an order that permanently en-
joins any and all persons from asserting an adverse claim to the
Estate of Burl J. Isom’s title to the property.

The above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
Marguree Isom, Personal Representative
The Estate of Burl J. Isom
Respectfully submitted,
Kaydell Wright-Douglas, Esquire
FBN: 139930
The WrightBuilding
110 North Armenia Avenue Suite A
Tampa, FL 33609
Telephone: (813) 254-4623
Facsimile: (813) 251-5373
Attorney for Personal Representative

1/20, 27/2012, c.

NOTICE

The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will hold

a workshop pertaining to the County Coordinator's position on

Monday, January 30, 2012 at 6 PM at the Courthouse Annex. 

1/27/2012, c.

NOTICE

The JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD met in emer-

gency session on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.  The

meeting was held at the District Office located at 575 S. Water

Street, Monticello, Florida.  The purpose for the meeting was to

ratify a resolution regarding the closure of the Jefferson Correc-

tional Institute.  Any questions regarding this meeting may be

directed to the District Office at (850) 342-0100.
1/27/2012, c.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, SECOND

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 

JEFFERSON COUNTY,  FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE:  ESTATE OF

NELLIE MAE MITCHELL, 

Deceased. Case No. 09-82-PR 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Nellie Mae Mitchell, de-

ceased, whose date of death was December 11, 2008, is pending

in the Circuit Court for Jefferson County, Florida, Probate Divi-

sion under probate file no. 09-82-PR, the address of which is Jef-

ferson County Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Circle, Monticello, FL

32344.  The names and addresses of the personal representative

and the personal representative's attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having

claims or demands against decedent's estate on whom a copy of

this notice is required to be served must file their claims with

this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE

TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR

30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF

THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having

claims or demands against decedent's estate must file their claims

with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF

THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERI-

ODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA

PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET

FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR

MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF DEATH IS

BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this notice is January 27, 2012. 

R. Bruce Warren 

Attorney for Personal Representative

WHITEHURST, BLACKBURN & WARREN 

809 South Broad Street 

Thomasville, GA   31792

(229) 226-2161 
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for Legal Ads

is Monday at 3
p.m. for the
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Wednesday at
3 p.m. for the
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monticellonews@
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Fax to:
850-997-3774

Call us:
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Gladys Roann 
Personal Representative

P.O. Box 524 
Monticello, FL   32345

1/27,2/3/2012, c.

CHURCH NEWS NOTES
JANUARY 25-29

Union #2 Jefferson County Minis-
ters/Deacons/Home Mission Soci-
eties will convene with
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church (Drifton Highway) at 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday for Union
Bible Study. The Union will con-
tinue at 11 a.m. on Saturday with
the Union Leadership Conference.
Union Worship Services will
begin at 9:45 a.m. with Sunday
School. All member churches and
interested friends are invited to
attend. For more information,
contact Union Reporter Mary
Blake at 850-241-6822. 

JANUARY 27 
Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church Mission Ministry will
hold a Fish Fry on Friday, in the
church fellowship hall, beginning
at 11 a.m. until the fish is gone.
The meal will be your choice of
mullet or brim with cole slaw and
baked beans for a donation of
$7.00; sandwiches will cost a dona-
tion of  $5.50. For more informa-
tion contact Rev. Joretha Sloan at
850-997-2705.

JANUARY 27
‘Sunday Drive’, ‘The Nehrkorns’
and ‘LifeSong’ in a gospel music
concert Friday evening at Yogi
Bear’s Jellystone Park in Madi-
son. Admission is free for this
WinterFest, but a love offering
will be received during the con-
cert. For more information, call
850-464-0114 or visit www.lifesong-
gospel.com

JANUARY 27
Tent of  the Holy Guests offers
prayer for the sick and a special
scripture message every Friday at
7:30 p.m. The Tent is located at 295
West Palmer Mill in Monticello.

JANUARY 27, 28
Second Harvest Food Program, to-
gether with the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth MB, Hick-
ory Hill MB, Mt. Pleasant AME
and Philadelphia MB, will provide
food to anyone needing assistance
including the needy, infants and
the elderly. This is done monthly
with distribution from 9 to 10 a.m.
usually on the fourth Saturday at
the New Bethel AME Church lo-
cated at 6496 Ashville Highway.
Volunteers are also welcome to
come on Friday evening at 6:30
p.m. to help bag the food packages.
Contact Nellie Randall at 850-997-
5605 or 850-997-6929 to volunteer or
for more information about this
program. 

JANUARY 29
Mt. Pleasant AME Church and
Rev. Maryetta Cromartie will host
Fifth Sunday Missionary Worship
with New Bethel AME
Church/Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey,
and Philadelphia AME

Church/Rev. David Williams at 11
a.m. For more information con-
tact Nellie Kay Akins at 850-997-
3242. 

JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 3
Monticello Church of  Christ, 475
South Jefferson Street, is hosting
a Gospel Meeting with guest
speaker Ben Liggin, from Panama
City, FL. The Meet will begin on
Sunday at 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and
at 5:00 p.m.; and continuing Mon-
day through Friday evenings at
7:30 p.m. All are welcome to at-
tend. Call 850-201-1509 or 850-997-
2028 for more information.

FEBRUARY 1, 15
EaglesWings, a ministry of  out-
reach, serves the community on
the first and third Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The food pantry is located at the
First Presbyterian Church on
East Dogwood Street. Volunteers
are always welcome to hand out
food items and to donate non-per-
ishable food items. Call and leave
a message for JoAnne Arnold at
850-997-2252 or go to eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.com or
www.firstpresbyterianmon-
ticeool.org 

FEBRUARY 2
Bible Study every Thursday at the
Lloyd Woman’s Club at 7 p.m. Join
with Elder Linda Ross for an
evening of  Christian faith. For
more information contact her at
850-322-3424.

FEBRUARY 4
Cherry Lake First Baptist Church
will host a Bluegrass Gospel Ben-
efit/Sing on Saturday, from 6 to 8
p.m., featuring Calvary Bluegrass
and other local talent. This benefit
is to help Victor Strawder with his
medical bills. A Love Offering will
be collected. For more informa-
tion contact Jane Moore at 850-929-
9990.

FEBRUARY 4
Gospel Fest in the old JCHS audi-
torium Saturday beginning at 6
p.m. Emcee Detroit Live will intro-
duce the evening’s featured
guests: Min. Febe & The Chosen
Ones; Bright Side Gospel Singers;
Mother Graham & The Gospel Joy
Singers; Thessalonians; New
Bethel AME Church; Apostle &
Favor and so many more. This
evening of  gospel music is free,

though donations will be ac-
cepted. For more information con-
tact CP Miller III at 850-251-2194.

FEBRUARY 5 
Central Baptist Church will host
the singing ministry of  ‘New Tra-
dition’ on Sunday, beginning at
10:30 a.m. with a Morning Wor-
ship Service. Dinner will be
served to all in the church fellow-
ship hall after the service. For
more information contact Pastor
Daryl Adams at 850-251-0129 or
Dan Morris at 850-251-3296. 

FEBRUARY 5 
Greater Fellowship Missionary
Baptist Church will celebrate
Family and Friends Day at 3:30
p.m. on Sunday. All are invited to
glorify God on this blessed occa-
sion. Elder Chester Brown III and
the Shady Grove Primitive Baptist
Church #1 of  Tallahassee will ren-
der the service. Contact Rev.
Melvin Roberts, pastor, at 850-997-
4375 for more information. The
church is located at 690 Cypress
Street. 

FEBRUARY 8
St. Phillip AME Church will host
a February Mid-Week Praise &
Worship Service beginning
Wednesday after the first Sunday
in February, with a Praise Service
at 6:45 p.m. and Worship Service at
&:00 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 10
New Hope Church will host a
Blood Drive from 12 to 6 p.m. on
Friday in the Winn Dixie Plaza. A
free lunch will be served to all
donors. For more information
contact Mary at 850-948-8232. 

FEBRUARY 12
Sunday of  Silence will be held
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. every second
Sunday of  each month at One
Heart Earth Center. It’s a non-de-
nominational time of  stillness
and reflection. A vegetarian lunch
is offered at noon; served and
eaten in silence. Gentle Hatha
Yoga will begin at 10 a.m. with in-
structor Joy Moore. Mats are pro-
vided. OHEC is located at 450 West
Madison Street in downtown Mon-
ticello and is a non-profit 501c3
public charity. Donations appreci-
ated and are tax deductible. For
more information contact Sallie
Worley at oneheartearthcenter
@embarqmail.com or 850-997-7373.

Got Church News? 
Call Debbie at 
850-997-3568



Nearly 500 kids from
three area schools braved
the great outdoors during a
week-long U.S. Forest Serv-
ice event known as More
Kids in the Woods hosted at
the Beau Turner Youth
Conservation Center
(BTYCC) in Lamont, Fla.

The U.S. Forest Service
partnered with the Na-

tional Wild Turkey Federa-
tion (NWTF) to co-sponsor
the More Kids in the Woods
event attended by students
from Fort Braden Middle
School, Jefferson High
School and River Springs
High School.

“This was really natu-
ral for us because it dove-
tails into our outreach

mission,” said Brian M.
Zielinski of  the NWTF. “It’s
a great opportunity to ex-
pand our hunting heritage
theme and a great way to
reach youth in the Talla-
hassee area.”

The five-day outdoor
event consisted of  archery
and BB gun ranges, a wild
turkey education station, a

forestry station, and a
wildlife interpretive infor-
mation station with 100 stu-
dents attending each day. In
addition, the Florida Forest
Service demonstrated a
prescribed burn at the end
of  each day.

“I have learned so
much about the woods,”
said Maria Joyner a stu-
dent at Fort Braden Middle
School. “I thought I knew a
lot before, but I learned
about wildfire and longleaf
pine. It’s amazing!”

The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) over-
sees the outdoor learning
center at BTYCC which
hosts many outdoor initia-
tives each year.  Other State
and Federal agencies par-
ticipating in this event in-
cluded the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the
Florida Forest Service.

“There’s been an em-
phasis by the Forest Serv-
ice to develop this grant
called ‘More Kids in the
Woods,’ as a way to encour-
age children to learn more
about the natural world
and to experience outdoor
activities along with expos-
ing them to a variety of  ca-
reer paths in natural
resources,” said Natural
Resources Manager Carl
Petrick of  the National
Forests in Florida.

More Kids in the
Woods evolved as a result

of  a decline in outdoor ac-
tivities among children.
Today kids are more tech-
nology savvy and nature
plays less of  a role in their
lives. With this in mind,
partnerships were devel-
oped between the U.S. For-
est Service, American
Recreation Coalition and
the National Forest Foun-
dation to proactively sup-
port and promote a
common belief  that chil-
dren need to be connected

to nature.
“This week was great!

It was a wonderful example
of  the impact multiple
agencies working together
can have in providing
youth the opportunity to
learn and experience na-
ture in a fun, safe and inter-
active environment,” said
Education Coordinator
Kelly Langston of  the Beau
Turner Youth Conserva-
tion Center.
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The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart
How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are listed below. The major
feeding times are the best for the sportsman and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding

times can also have good success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  January 27, 2012 through Febraury 3, 2012
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
January 28
*3:00 AM
9:10 AM
*3:25 PM
9:40 PM

Sunday, 
January 29
*3:50 AM 
10:00 AM
*4:10 PM
10:25 PM

Tuesday, 
January 31
*5:25 AM
11:35 AM
*5:45 PM

Wednesday,
February 1
12:00 AM
*6:10 AM
12:20 PM
*6:30 PM

Thursday,
February 2
12:45 AM
*6:50 AM
1:00 PM
*7:20 PM

Friday,
February 3

1:30 AM
*7:35 AM
1:45 PM
*8:10 PM

Friday,
January 27
*2:20 AM
8:30 AM
*2:30 PM
8:50 PM

Monday, 
January 30
*4:35 AM
10:45 AM
*4:55 PM
11:10 PM

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Farm & Outdoors 

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

More Kids In The Woods Opens The
Doors To The Great Outdoors

Natural Resource Manager Carl Petrick of the National Forests in Florida looks

on as a high school student sets his sights on the archery range. Nearly 500 stu-

dents from area schools attended the More Kids in the Woods event held January

9-13, 2012.

Maria Joyner a student at Fort Braden Middle

School accesses her accuracy at the BB gun range

with a NWTF range instructor. Nearly 500 students

from area schools attended the More Kids in the

Woods event held January 9-13, 2012.

The Florida Forest Service demonstrates a prescribed burn as students from

Jefferson High School observe from a distance. After the fire was extinguished

the students were given a guided tour of the area and were able to ask questions

of firefighters and Forest Service personnel.

Education Coordinator Kelly Langston of the Beau Turner Youth Conservation

Center instructs a student from Jefferson High School on the archery range. The

More Kids in the Woods event was attended by students from Fort Braden Middle

School, Jefferson High School and River Springs High School.
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