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Cloudy with a few showers. High
72F. Winds WSW at 5 to 10 mph.
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Times of sun and clouds. Highs in
the mid 60s and lows in the low
50s.
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12/27
67/46

Occasional showers possible.
Highs in the upper 60s and lows in
the mid 40s.
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Building activity picked up a little
bit during November, compared with
the previous month. 

Figures released by the Jefferson
County and City of  Monticello Build-
ing Inspection and Contractor Licens-

ing Department on Friday, Dec. 2, show
that the city and county issued a com-
bined 49 permits in November, up from
34 permits in October.

The figures show the combined
permits generated $7,306.73 in fees,
compared with $3,561.84 the previous
month. Of  the 49 permits, the city is-
sued 13 and generated $857.00, and the

county issued 36 and generated
$6,449.73.

A breakdown of  the permits shows
42 were for repairs and additions,
three for residential construction, one
for a commercial related activity, one
for a mobile home and two miscella-
neous activities related sheds, signs,
workshops or barns, etc. 

The valuation for residential per-
mits was $506,016 in November, com-
pared with $267,389 in October and
$138,702 in November 2010.

The commercial valuation was
$227,000, compared with  $4,920 in Oc-
tober and $87,529 in November 2010. 

Please See BUILDING PERMITS
Page 3A
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The Jefferson County Commission and School
Board agreed on a new district map on Monday
evening, Dec. 19, following a lengthy and contentious
joint meeting where race was very much upfront and
largely set the tone for the proceeding. 

School Board Member Shirley Washington raised
the issue of  race almost immediately after Commis-
sion Chairman Hines Boyd’s introductory remarks,
wherein he called for everyone to exercise fairness
and civility in the coming discussion and refrain
from making personal attacks.

Washington proclaimed she was hurt and sad-
dened by the fact that the two boards couldn’t work
together harmoniously. 

“I’m not going to have you slander black people,”
Washington said emotionally, accusing Boyd of  hav-
ing designs to exclude African-Americans from Dis-
trict 3, which became the fulcrum of  the battle. 

Please See DISTRICT MAP Page 9A
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Whatever the good will that
may have been generated among
school officials at a recent retreat
in a Madison County plantation,
the effect apparently wasn’t long
lasting, judging from the tensions
that surfaced at the School Board
meeting on Monday evening, Dec.
12.  

It started with School Board
Member Shirley Washington tak-
ing new School Board Chair-
woman Marianne Arbulu to task
for allegedly changing the proce-
dure to deprive members of  the
public of  the opportunity to ad-

dress the board.
Washington made a point of

addressing the audience and
pointedly stating that if  members
of  the public weren’t allowed to
address the board on issues hence-
forth, she wanted it clearly under-
stood it wasn’t the board’s doings,
but strictly the chair’s preroga-
tive. 

Arbulu picked up on the criti-
cism and pointedly thanked Wash-
ington for preempting her and so
well clarifying what she (Arbulu)
had intended by the new guide-
lines, which appeared on the back-
side of  the agenda page. 

Arbulu said the new guide-
lines were intended to shorten

meetings, which had tended to ex-
treme lengthiness in recent times. 

She said the new procedure
simply meant that if  members of
the public wanted to address the
board, they could do so at the start
of  meetings under the public com-
ments section. The comments
would be limited to the usual
three-minute rule, she said. The
caveat was that no board discus-
sion would ensue from the com-
ments. 

“This time is reserved for citi-
zens who want to make a request
or provide input that doesn’t re-
quire discussion,” the guidelines 
stated. “This spot is frequently 

Please See RETREAT Page 3A

OLD TENSIONS RESURFACE IN
SCHOOL BOARD POST RETREAT
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ECB Publishing
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A Jefferson Correc-
tional Institution (JCI)
officer has been dis-
missed from her job and
now faces several felony
charges.

The Florida Depart-
ment of  Law Enforce-
ment (FDLE) reported
that Special Agent Ed
King with FDLE, to-
gether with agents of  the
Florida Department of

Corrections Inspector
General’s Office (OIG),
and the United States
Postal Inspection Serv-
ice (USPIS) had con-
ducted an investigation
where evidence had been
discovered to an illicit
criminal conspiracy. The
conspiracy had occurred
within the perimeter of
Jefferson Correctional
Institution (JCI).

Evidence revealed
that Correctional Officer
Pamela Annette Branch,

46, of  Madison, and in-
mates of  JCI were all in-
volved in the conspiracy.

Beginning in early
September 2011 and con-
tinuing through the
middle of  October, the
agents had conducted
several interviews,
when it was alleged that
Branch was receiving
packages, including cell
phones, drugs and
money, in the US mail 

Please See FELONY
CHARGES Page 9A

JEFFERSON
NOW HAS A
DIFFERENT

DISTRICT MAP
SOME VOTERS
MOVED INTO

OTHER DISTRICTS
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Sometimes, good en-
sues from a newspaper
story. 

Case in point, Joy
and Bill Hopkins’ deci-
sion to donate three
brass instruments to the
Jefferson County March-
ing Band, in response to
the Monticello News
story of  Derrick Jen-
nings’ efforts to organize
and train a group of  mu-
sically inclined youths
during his off  time and
at his own expense. 

Reading that the
kids had only percussion
instruments, the Hop-
kins’ searched through
their attic and found a
bass trombone, a bari-
tone horn and a trumpet,

Please See HOPKINS
Page 3A

Hopkins Donate Instruments
To Band & Issue Challenge

ECB Publishing Photo by Laz Aleman, Dec. 15, 2011
Joy and Bill Hopkins presented Jefferson County Marching Band Director

Derrick Jennings with three brass instruments on Thursday, Dec. 15. From left to
right are Jennings, and Joy and Bill Hopkins. 

Building Permits Pick uP A little

JES Students Decorate

School Tree

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, Dec. 15, 2011.
Jefferson Elementary School students dec-

orated their school Christmas Tree with orna-
ments handmade by each student and with their
picture on each one. The tree is on display in
the school media center. Pictured here on Pa-
jama Day, in front of the beautiful tree from left
to right are: Kaylin Bronson, 5th grade, Edna
Henry, district parent coordinator and Zaria
Pleas, 5th grade.

Jefferson CorreCtional offiCer
arrested on several felony Charges

Correctional Officer
Pamela Annette Branch

Section B ‘Dear Santa’ Letters
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Letters To The Editor

Happy Holidays to the
staff, parents, students
(scholars) and stakehold-
ers of  JES,

Merry Christmas!
Feliz Navidad! Happy
Kwanzaa! Happy
Hanukkah! 

As the holidays
quickly approach, and the
New Year is only a few
weeks away, I want to take
the time to personally
thank all the staff  mem-
bers, parents, students,
civic organizations,
churches, businesses and
stakeholders that have
supported the Jefferson
Elementary School staff
each year.

First, I would like to
thank the School Board of
Jefferson County for af-
fording me the opportu-
nity to work in Jefferson
County since 2009. Now, to
my wonderful staff… I
cannot thank each of  you
enough for working ex-
tremely hard, supporting
my vision at JES; teaching
like your hair is on fire
and putting up with me as
your leader.

Custodians (Wilbur
Ellis- Head Custodian,
Ninetta Parrish, Cassan-
dra Perkins); Thank you
for ensuring that our stu-
dents have a clean place to
learn.

Maintenance (Hay-
ward Bell); Thank you for
fixing items that break
and keeping our campus
mowed and well-mani-
cured. 

Paraprofessionals
(Cayco Brooks, Bertha
Daniels, Margaret Frazier,
Gloria Graham, Lutricia
Hamm, Carolyn Hester,
Tess Knight, Kenneth
Robinson, Charlotte
Wingate); Thank you for
being the unsung heroes
and stepping in to help out
whenever needed.

Food Service Workers
(Jackie Johnson, Rose-
mary Norton, Annette
Holland, Tammy Bowling,
Jennifer Hill, Ronald
James); Thank you for
providing nutritious
meals for our students’
daily.

Office Staff  (Karen
Bullock, Donna Jarvis,

Mary Kaye Jones); Thank
you ladies for every-
thing! I couldn’t make it
without all three of  you.

Nurses (Jackie Guy-
ton, Dorothy Crumitie);
Thank you for dealing
with our students in sick-
ness and in health and al-
ways being willing to
assist the office staff
when I need to meet with
them. 

TCC Extended Day
Staff  (San Saunders, Mr.
Roger Milton, Ms. Mock,
Mr. Bellamy, Ms. Hamm,
Mr. Jackson, Ms. Robin-
son, Mr. Skipworth, Emily
Howell, Rodell Thomas
and all the JES staff  mem-
bers that work); Thank
you for providing an Af-
terschool Program for our
students to attend Monday
through Thursday.

Teachers Pre-Kinder-
garten: (Cheryl Gross,
Geraldine Hill, Cathy Ma-
honey, Vivian Miller, Con-
rad Norton, LaKaysha
Wideman)

Kindergarten: (Kathy
Barker, Charlotte Christy,
Sarah McClellan, Mary
Roberts)

First Grade: (Annie
Gervin, Natikka Hall,
Kristie Lamb, Shelly
Mash, Nicole Rodden-
berry, Sara Strickland)

Second Grade: (Cyn-
thia Barrington, Brenda

Brown, Terri Clark,
Theresa Stubbs, Cathy
Watt)

Third Grade: (Makeba
Butler, Indy Mack, Carol
Revell, Sarah Workman)

Fourth Grade:
(Twynetta Howard, Le-
land Loper, Sharico Par-
rish, Nancy Whitty)

Fifth Grade: (Tan-
ishia Barnhart, Thaddius
Green, Shakeila Moxey,
Matthew Pridgen)

Enrichment: (Jacque-
lyn Dupuis, Amy Kell,
Eddie Thompson)

Thank you for giving
the students at JES the op-
portunity to succeed aca-
demically and socially. I
know that you have the
hardest job on campus
and many of  you need the
upcoming Winter Break.
Please relax, rejuvenate,
and enjoy your family and
friends this holiday sea-
son. I hope your New Year
will be blessed and all
your dreams come true.

School Based Leader-
ship Team, SBLT: (Linda
Butler, Sabrenia Coates,
Kyisaiah Joyce, Jillian
Wallace) Thank you all for
handling your roles with
confidence. Each of  you
have something “’special”
and I appreciate your hard
work and dedication each
day. NEW Assistant Prin-
cipal: (Mr. Jonathan Wil-

son) Welcome aboard! I
am looking forward to
building a positive work-
ing relationship with you.

Staff, during this hol-
iday season, relax and
enjoy your time off. Re-
member, treat every week-
end or holiday like a mini
vacation and have fun like
a kid at Christmas! JES,
you are the best and I am
thankful that I am able to
wish you all a Happy Holi-
day! I wish I could give
each of  you a big holiday
bonus, for all that you do,
but I can’t. However, I
would like to publicly ac-
knowledge your wonder-
ful daily efforts with our
students, parents, and
stakeholders. I realize
your job is getting tougher
year after year and I
would like to THANK
YOU for your dedication,
hard work, and unwaver-
ing spirit to educate the
students we are entrusted
with. Keep on keeping on,
and once again, HAPPY
HOLIDAYS. You are ap-
preciated!

With warmest wishes
from your proud princi-
pal.

From The Desk Of
Valarie Thompson

Principal Of Jefferson
Elementary School

HOLIDAY CHEER 

Pictured above:  Jillian Wallace-Reading Coach, Valarie Thompson-Principal, 
and Linda Butler-Math Coach

DECEMBER 21-23
First Corinthian Church will hold its
Winter Revival at 7 p.m. Wednesday
through Friday at 955 Lemon Street
in Monticello. For more information
on how you can be involved, contact
Rev. John Jones, pastor, at 850-445-
0076.

DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Service at the Christ
Episcopal Church beginning at 10
p.m. on Saturday evening. Enjoy a
special service and special music.
Guest Priest Pastor Teri Monica in-
vites the community to join with the
church family in celebrating the
birth of  Christ. There will be no Sun-
day Church Service on December 25.

DECEMBER 25
New Bethel AME Church will hold
its Sunday Morning Worship Service
at 8 a.m. (only) on Christmas Morn-
ing. Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey, pastor.

DECEMBER 29

Bible Study every Thursday at the
Lloyd Woman’s Club at 7 p.m. Join
with Elder Linda Ross for an evening
of  Christian faith. For more informa-
tion contact her at 850-322-3424.

DECEMBER 30
Tent of  the Holy Guests offers prayer
for the sick and a special scripture
message every Friday at 7:30 p.m. The
Tent is located at 295 West Palmer
Mill in Monticello.

JANUARY 8
Sunday of  Silence will be held from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m. every second Sunday of
each month at One Heart Earth Cen-
ter. It’s a non-denominational time of
stillness and reflection. A vegetarian
lunch is offered at noon; served and
eaten in silence. Gentle Hatha
Yoga will begin at 10 a.m. with in-
structor Joy Moore. Mats are pro-
vided. OHEC is located at 450 West
Madison Street in downtown Monti-
cello and is a non-profit 501c3 public

charity. Donations appreciated and
are tax deductible. For more informa-
tion contact Sallie Worley at one-
heartearthcenter@embarqmail.com
or 850-997-7373.

JANUARY 27, 28
Second Harvest Food Program, to-
gether with the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth MB, Hickory
Hill MB, Mt. Pleasant AME and
Philadelphia MB, will provide food to
anyone needing assistance including
the needy, infants and the elderly.
This is done monthly with distribu-
tion from 9 to 10 a.m. usually on the
fourth Saturday at the New Bethel
AME Church located at 6496 Ashville
Highway. Volunteers are also wel-
come to come on Friday evening at
6:30 p.m. to help bag the food pack-
ages. Contact Nellie Randall at 850-
997-5605 or 850-997-6929 to volunteer
or for more information about this
program. 

Nellie Kay and Jerome Akins will celebrate their
39th Wedding Anniversary on Saturday, December 24,
2011.

Donna Hagan, executive director for the Healthy
Start Coalition of  Jefferson, Madison & Taylor Coun-
ties, Inc. says her agency will have a Board vacancy as
of  January 1, 2012. In order to fill the seat, the agency is
requesting that Jefferson County Community Coalition
members make appropriate nominations for a suitable
replacement. The ideal Board candidate will be a strong
community advocate, passionate about early childhood
issues and willing to serve a three-year term to promote
the maternal and child health agenda in Jefferson
County. JCCC members should contact the potential
nominee for interest before submitting the nomination.
Nominations should be submitted to Cindy Hutto, busi-
ness manager at cjhutto@healthystartjmt.org on or be-
fore January 31, 2012. The JCCC staff  will be responsible
for soliciting the candidate’s biographical information,
proper balloting and providing a mechanism for the
JCCC members to vote for their representative(s).

The vendors at Courtyard Flea Market congratulate
Betty Hodges, the winner of  their December drawing.
Betty won a $25 gift certificate to Winn Dixie and a 20-
pound Christmas Turkey. The prize for January will be
announced on January 1, 2012. Since this was a Christ-
mas drawing, vendor Kent Phillips tells me that you can
register now for the January drawing. The Courtyard
Flea Market is located at 2084 South Jefferson. This was
the kickoff  of  a new round of  contest drawings for it’s
loyal customers. This first drawing was held on Decem-
ber 18, just in time for Christmas. Monthly drawings
will continue to be held and future prizes will include
gift certificates from local merchants and restaurants as
a part of  Monticello’s ‘Buy Local, Shop Local and Eat
Local’ program. You do not have to be present to win but
you do have to be present to register. The Courtyard
Market invites everybody to come out to shop locally
and save money at a place where they can find ‘a little
bit of  everything and more’… all from local vendors. 

Reserve your booth now for the Monticello/Jeffer-
son County Chamber of  Commerce Business Expo, Sat-
urday, January 21, 2012, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Monticello Opera House. There will be booths inside
and outside the Opera House. Members should have re-
ceived the first mailing about the Business Expo. If  you
reserve a booth before January 6, you will receive a size-
able discount. Booths outside are $75 for a 4’ X 6’ space;
inside the cost is $85; non-profits pay $50. After January
11 the price goes up. The Business Expo is open to the
public. General admission is $5. The public can pur-
chase tickets beginning on Wednesday, January 4, from
participating businesses for just $3. Anyone purchasing
a ticket will receive five free raffle tickets towards great
prizes. This is the time for your business to offer dis-
counts, specials, samples and to introduce you and your
business to new customers. New members are encour-
aged to participate and show your wares. You’ll receive
25 complimentary postcards to mail to your customers.
More are available for a small fee; just ask. This event
will be advertised and promoted to help businesses get
2012 off  to a great start. It’s all about new sales leads and
customers. According to Chamber Director Melanie
Mays, this promises to be the biggest and best Business
Expo ever! On Friday, January 20, the Chamber will host
a business seminar at the Chamber location.

To find out if  you have a pension due from a com-
pany that went bankrupt years ago, contact the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corp at www.pbgc.gov and go to ‘Miss-
ing Participants Search’, or call the federal agency at 1-
800-400-7242. Bankrupt companies often failed to fully
fund their pension plans. In that case, the PBGC might
pay benefits, though perhaps at a reduced level.

Finding a job can mean actively searching every day
and utilizing all resources available to you. With that
said, here are a few niche sites to look in to: *www.ca-
reerrookie.com *www.headhunter.com *www.workinre-
tail.com *www.sologig.com *www.miracleworkers.com
*www.jobsonthemenu.com *www.primecb.com
*www.empleoscb.com *www.blackcareers.com and
*www.degreedriven.com Good luck! I hope this helps
you.

Did you know that the sentence “The quick brown
fox jumps over a lazy dog” uses every letter of  the alpha-
bet? And, a baby robin eats 14 feet of  earthworms every
day?



used by citizens who
don’t want to stay for
the entire meeting and
don’t need an immedi-
ate response from the
School Board.”
Arbulu said citizens

who wanted board ac-
tion on a particular
issue needed to go
through the appropriate
procedures and get
their items listed on the
agenda for the board
discussion. 
The new rules in no

way deprived citizens
of  participation, Ar-
bulu said. Citizens were
welcome to participate
at any time during
board discussions on
agenda items, she said.
Was everyone clear

on the rules? Arbulu
asked pointedly, if  smil-
ingly. Did everyone have
an understanding of  the
rules? Good, let us then
proceed, she said. 
But the real sparks

flew toward the end of
an otherwise placid
meeting, when School
Superintendent  Bill
Brumfield reported his
plan to assign Tigers
Head Football Coach Je-
remy Brown to a data
input position at Jeffer-
son County  Middle
High School (JCMHS)

and also have him assist
with the oversight of
students in the cafeteria
at certain times. 
It was Brumfield’s

representation that data
entry was a critical task
that needed to be per-
formed at the high
school and that Brown
was eminently qualified
to do the task, having a
Masters in the field. 
Washington ques-

tioned if  anyone else
had been considered for
the position, or if
Brumfield had simply
“pulled the name out of
a hat?” 
“Was anyone else

given the opportunity
who might not have a
Masters Degree but who
might have the expert-
ise?” Washington asked. 
Arbulu offered that

the question had legiti-
macy. If  the position
was a temporary one, it
was one thing, she said.
But if  the position was
to be a permanent one,
then the board needed
to create the position,
develop a job descrip-
tion for it, and advertise
the opening, so that eq-
uity should be assured.
It was time that the dis-
trict started following
the proper procedures

and doing things the
right way, she said.
Brumfield accused

Arbulu of  using the
issue for political aims,
an allusion to Arbulu’s
quest for the school su-
perintendent position.
Arbulu denied the alle-
gation but Brumfield in-
sisted it was true. 
“Yes you are,” he

said emphatically of  Ar-
bulu’s motivation.       
As for Washington’s

objection to Brown’s ap-
pointment, Brumfield
said he would withdraw
the recommendation.
He wasn’t about to sub-
ject himself  to another
bruising round of  the
board second-guessing
his recommendations,
as had occurred over the
selection of  the JCMHS
principal, he said.

School Board Mem-
ber Ed Vollertsen sided
with Brumfield. He re-
minded the board that it
was the superintend-
ent’s prerogative to han-
dle the administration
and hiring and firing of
personnel. He’d heard
often enough board
members say that it was
all about the children
and about doing right by
the children, Vollertsen
said.
“We have someone

who is qualified,”
Vollertsen said of
Brown. “We can accept
the recommendation or
we can just let things go
on and on.” 
Arbulu offered a

compromise. Let Brown
be assigned the position
on a temporary basis
until the scope of  the
work could be deter-

mined and if  the work
warranted creation of  a
permanent position, she
said. 
“Once we determine

if  it’s a full-time posi-
tion, then we can do the
job description,” Ar-
bulu suggested. 
All the while, an ev-

idently agitated Valarie
Thompson, principal of
Jefferson Elementary
School, sat impatiently
in her seat and shook
her head vigorously as
she followed the discus-
sion. 
When it came her

time to speak, Thomp-
son marched to the
podium and let go with
a barrage of  accusa-
tions and grievances.
She had intended to
highlight her school’s
a c c om p l i s hm e n t s ,
Thompson said. But in
light of  the previous
discussion, she had a
few things to say, she
said. 
Calling herself  “a

realist” and “a team
player”, Thompson said
she wanted to talk about
equity. The fact was that
the elementary school
had a larger student
population than the
high school, that it had
security issues, and that
it lacked personnel, she
said. 
She had made do

without all this time
and had never com-
plained about the defi-
ciencies because she
understood the greater
need at JCMHS, having
been an assistant prin-
cipal there earlier, she
said. But the inequities
had now become intol-

erable, she said 
“Where there’s a

will, there’s a way,”
Thompson said. 
She said she had

nothing against the
JCMHS new adminis-
tration, referring to Dr.
Gwen Courson, assis-
tant principal, who has
been made interim prin-
cipal following Princi-
pal Guy Cooper’s
resignation. 
“But it seems that

the squeaky wheel gets
the oil,” Thompson
said. “If  we’re going to
give Coach Brown a
data position, we need
him at the elementary
school too.”
Talk about equity,

she did everything that
was asked of  her,
Thompson said. By law,
she was entitled to have
a data entry person, she
said. She had sacrificed;
her people had sacri-
ficed, and for what? It
was deflating, she said.
“The bottom line is

that we put in positions
when it’s convenient,”
Thompson said, prompt-
ing Brumfield to say
that she was out of
order and calling on the
chairwoman to reign in
the discussion. 
Which Arbulu did,

reminding Thompson to
stick to her intended re-
marks. 
Thompson then pro-

ceeded to cite JES’s ac-
complishments, if  in a
highly agitated and ag-
grieved tone. The fact
was that JES was ac-
complishing a great
many things and posi-
tive things were happen-
ing at the school, if

“without any help”, she
said. She said it was her
constant exhortation to
the staff  “to teach like
your hair’s on fire.” 
She had even man-

aged to get herself  out
of  her dejected state and
had started writing and
circulating an internal
newsletter anew, she
said. But the fact was
that “my heart is very
heavy tonight,” Thomp-
son concluded.
“We just went on a

retreat,” she said. “It’s
very disheartening
when we say one thing
and do another.” 
Cooper’s name and

resignation were never
once mentioned, but it
was evident that it was
at the heart of  much of
Thompson’s dejection,
if  not her frustration.
Thompson, it must be
pointed out, is also a
candidate for the school
superintendent posi-
tion. And it is generally
accepted that Brumfield
will likely seek reelec-
tion, although he hasn’t
formally announced
any decision. 
Which makes and

will make for interest-
ing dynamics among
the various office seek-
ers in the future, as
they pursue their as-
signed duties within
the context of  a politi-
cal season. It is to say
that it will be virtually
impossible to distin-
guish each player’s
bona-fide and legiti-
mate actions from
those politically in-
clined, as it is impossi-
ble to separate the
dance from the dancer.                

each complete with a
case and mouthpieces. 
The three instru-

ments — other than
needing a little clean-
ing, tuning up, and
maybe a minor repair
or two — were in good
condition and readily
useable. 
On Thursday

evening, Dec. 15, the
Hopkins met with Jen-
nings after work (he
works for the City of
Monticello’s water di-
vision) and presented
the three instruments
to him. 
Aside from want-

ing the kids to improve
musically, as well as
not have the instru-
ments lying in their
attic gathering dust,
the Hopkins said they
intended their gesture
to be a challenge to oth-
ers in the community,

especially those who
may have instruments
of  their own lying
about. 
“This is a challenge

to others to look in
your attics, or check
the flea markets and
garage sales and do-
nate instruments to the
band or make a dona-
tion for uniforms,” Bill
Hopkins said, noting
that Jennings’ was a
noble endeavor, provid-
ing a viable and con-
structive outlet for
youths who might oth-
erwise go astray.    
Joy Hopkins

agreed. She noted that,
among other positives,
playing an instrument
and playing in a band
taught discipline,
teamwork and the re-
wards of  effort — les-
sons that had
application in other

areas of  life.   
Jennings was most

appreciative of  the do-
nation and assured the
Hopkins that the in-
struments would most
definitely be used. In
fact, he already had it
in mind which youths
would receive which
instruments, he said. 
The Jefferson

County Marching Band
rehearses regularly
evenings and weekends

at the Martin Luther
King Center and Clif-
ford Brown Park on the
south side of  town. The
band will perform at
local and area func-
tions upon request. 
Anyone who de-

cides to accept the Hop-
kins’ challenge and
make a donation to the
Jefferson County
Marching Band can do
so by calling Jennings
at 342-8015.

From Page One

Retreat             continued from page 1A

Hopkins  continued from page 1A

Building Permits  
continued from page 1A
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notice froM the elections office

January 3, 2012 the registration books close for the 
Republican Presidential Preference Primary Election to

be held on January 31, 2012.

All voters are reminded; please bring your Florida
Driver’s License, Florida Identification Card, or some

form of photo ID and signature when you come to vote.

Please note this is a Republican Party ballot only.

Marty Bishop
supervisor of elections

A Very Special 
Happy Birthday!!

59th

December 23

To: Dr. James H. Ammons, Jr.
President of F.A.M.U.
Tallahassee, Florida

• Birthplace: Winter Haven, FL.
(1952)

• Geneaology: Descendant of the Ammons Family
in Jefferson County ( Lloyd and Monticello )

“ May God affix many years to your life! ”
From: F.A.M.U. Students:
• Janelle Bassa
Lloyd, Florida
Business Management Major
• Shanice Bassa
Mobile, Alabama
Pharmacy Major

And The Bassa Family of Lloyd, Florida

Birthday Memoriam
December 23         Honoring      
Tommie Lee ( Skinny ) Reed

on his
82nd

1929 1991

Happy Birthday to one of Lloyd, Florida’s
pride and joy, Skinny Reed

“ We know that you are celebrating
today in Heaven.”

The Bassa Family of Lloyd, Florida

In Loving Memory
of

First Cousins Who Transitioned
on December 22nd

•Barbara Bassa Stewart
•Died: Dec. 22, 2009
•Born: Apr. 25, 1940

Lloyd, Florida

•Parents: Letha Green Bassa
David Bassa, Sr.

•Children: John II & Debbie

•Surviving Siblings: Rosa,
Willie, Miley, Marie &
David, Jr.

•Earl Lawrence
•Died: Dec. 22, 1973
•Born: Dec. 16, 1916

Lloyd, Florida

•Parents: Deanna Green Lawrence
Henderson Lawrence

•Children: Major & Margaret

•Surviving Siblings: Paul,
Yari, Ray, Hoover, & Sarah

• II Timothy 4:7
“ We fought a good fight; we finished the course; we kept the faith.”

Submitted by: Rosa Bassa
Family Historian
Lloyd, Florida

And the valuation
for other permits (a cate-
gory that includes addi-
tions, re-roofs and
non-residential struc-
tures, was $267,111, com-
pared with $85,212 in
October and $162,382 in
November 2010. 
Meanwhile, the Jef-

ferson County Planning
and Zoning Department
issued eight permits and
collected $2,581.45 in No-
vember, compared with
11 permits and $5,662.36
collected in October. 
In November 2010,

the department issued
eight permits and col-
lected $2,360.21.
The planning depart-

ment collected a total of
$2,668.19 in fire and am-
bulance impact fees in

November, compared
with $220.04 in October.
In November 2010, the de-
partment collected
$110.02 for the two im-
pact fees.  



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Monticello resident
Ray Cichon recently
spoke of  his early days in
Monticello, but said the
story could not be right-
fully called “Remember-
ing The Good Ol’ Days”
since he had not been in
Monticello in the good ol’
days. However, he could
turn back the pages of
time to the days when he
first arrived in Monti-
cello and share those.
Therefore, the heading on
this story, “Turning Back
The Pages Of  Time.”

Cichon arrived in
Monticello February 3,
1990, traveling from his
hometown of  Dudley, MA.
He became a staff  writer
for the Monticello News
in 1991 and was named
the managing editor in
1996, a position he held
until his retirement De-
cember 31, 2009. The
News office was located
on Dogwood Street at that
time, behind Edenfield’s
Hardware. Over the years
it had moved to a location
on North Jefferson Street
across from Fred’s and
now to it’s present loca-
tion on West Washington
Street, across from the
Opera House. 

Among his recollec-
tion of  establishments op-
erating when he arrived,
either no longer open or
having moved to another
location are Ace Hard-
ware, DeVane’s furniture
facility, Fashion Flair and
Edenfield’s Hardware, all
on North Jefferson Street. 

“The current Burger
King was occupied by
Hardee’s, on South Jeffer-
son Street. McDonald’s,
Arby’s and Huddle House
at US-19 and I-10 were
non-existent,” Cichon re-
calls. 

“Streets branching

easterly off  Waukeenah
Street were dirt and
did not see pave-
ment until 1996,”
he said.

“H owa r d
Middle School
was located
on Second
Street and
J e f f e r s o n
County High
School com-
plex was lo-
cated on
Water Street,”
Cichon added.

“ T h e
County Library
was located on
Cherry Street in
what was reportedly a
hotel at an earlier time,”
he said. “Monticello Fur-
niture was located on
West Washington Street,
if  memory serves. Au-
thentic Wood Design, spe-
cializing in custom-made
quality furniture, was lo-
cated at 745 East Pearl
Street.

“There were three
banks in town; Farmers
and Merchants, Capital
City in their current loca-
tions and First Federal on
South Jefferson Street,”
Cichon continued.

“Wards Drug Store
occupied space in Jeffer-
son Square.  Braswell’s
Clothing Store, Milady’s
Dress Shop and the White
Elephant were all located
on Dogwood Street. 

“With the exception
of  the Brahman Hotel, no
other facilities were oper-
ational in town at the
time in question,” he re-
calls. “The Brahman
Restaurant was once
upon a time the more pop-
ular eateries, particularly
at lunch time. Bed and
breakfast establishments
were yet to come to town.

“The Veteran’s Affairs
Office was located on the
Court House Circle,”

he said. 
Cichon recalled Real-

tor Lynette Sirmon oper-
ated a “Classy Junk”
emporium on South Jef-
ferson, which mysteri-
ously burned to the
ground.  “It was known
around town that if  you
couldn’t find it (whatever
the “it” might be) Sirmon
could do so. Good quality
and fair prices were her
motto,” Cichon recollects.
Sirmon rented space from
a similar store across the
street, the name of  which
Cichon no longer remem-
bers. 

He recalls that Monti-
cello Printers printed the
Watermelon Festival
booklets.

Cichon also remem-
bers the Community Cho-
rus, which always put on
a spring and Christmas
concert. “It was always a
full house,” he said. Bill
Yates was the director
and Jane Freeland was
the accompanist.

Cichon relates all he
remembers, with no in-
tention of  slighting any-
one.

He certainly has
turned back the pages of
time. 
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Turning Back The Pages Of Time
Ray 

Cichon

American Legion Christmas Dinner

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, Dec. 13, 2011.
Enjoying the American Legion Otto Walker Post

49 Christmas Dinner are members Jack and Marceline

Hamilton.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, Dec. 13, 2011.
Posing for a holiday picture during the American Legion Otto Walker Post 49 Christmas Dinner from left

to right are: Bert Banks, Paul Klug, Mike Smith, Bruce Sandell, Ed Register, Ron Slik, Buddy Westbrook and

Jack Hamilton. Seated in front is Post 49 Commander Frank Kolb.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie
Snapp, Dec. 13, 2011.

Decorating the Amer-

ican Legion Otto Walker

Post 49 Christmas Tree,

from left to right standing

are: Auxiliary members

Sheila Slik, Norma Perky,

Nancy Banks, Marceline

Hamilton, Allene Sandell,

Brenda Register, Isabelle

de Sercey and Dianne

Westbrook. Seated are:

Jane Hand, in back and

Lorrie Klug, in front. Not

pictured was Della Smith. 

Going Out Of Business

SALE



DECEMBER 25           
JCHS Classes of  the 80’s
annual Christmas Party
on Sunday evening at the
Monticello Opera House.
Doors open at 7 p.m. and
the program will begin at
8 p.m. Cost is $20 a ticket.
Advanced tickets may be
purchased from the fol-
lowing classmates: An-
gela (Williams) Lewis;
Leman Ulee, 850-274-6268;
Althea Johnson, 850-933-
2012; Corinne Broxie 850-
212-0225; and Barbara
Farmer 850-519-6253. A
portion of  the funds col-
lected will be donated to
the Jefferson County Mid-
dle High School. For ques-
tions and comments
contact Derrick Farmer at
DFE Events 850-980-2726. 

DECEMBER 26
Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Support Group is held
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the
fourth Monday of  every
month at First United
Methodist Church in the
Family Ministry Center
on West Walnut Street in
Monticello. A light lunch
will be served. This is a
free monthly program.
Call the Alzheimer’s Proj-
ect at 850-386-2778 for more
information or 850-997-
5545 for directions.

DECEMBER 26
Martin Luther King Com-

munity Center meets 6
p.m. on the last Monday of
each month at the MLK
Center. Contact Charles
Parrish at 850-997-3760 for
more information.

DECEMBER 26
Al-Anon meetings are
held at 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at the Anglican
Church, 124 Jefferson Av-
enue in Thomasville, GA.
For information go to
www.al-anon. alateen.org 

DECEMBER 26
AA women’s meetings are
held on Mondays at 6:45
p.m.; AA meetings follow
at 8 p.m., at the Christ
Episcopal Church Annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information,
call 850-997-2129 or 850-997-
1955.

DECEMBER 27
AA classes are held every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. for those
seeking help. The classes
are held at the Harvest
Christian Center, 1599
Springhollow Road. Con-
tact Marvin Graham, pas-
tor, at 850-212-7669 for
more information.

DECEMBER 28
Monticello Kiwanis Club
meets every Wednesday at
noon at the Jefferson
Country Club on the
Boston Highway for
lunch, a program and a
meeting. Contact Presi-

dent Rob Beshears at 850-
997-5054 for more informa-
tion.            

DECEMBER 29
AA meetings are held
weekly at 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day at the Christ Episco-
pal Church annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

DECEMBER 30
Monticello Jamboree be-
gins at 7 p.m. every Friday
evening at 625 South
Water Street, just three
blocks north of  the Amer-
ican Legion Otto Walker
Post 49. For questions or
concerns contact Curtis
Morgan at 850-933-8136 or
Bobby Connell at 850-445-
0049. There are door-
prizes, cold soft drinks
and snacks. 

JANUARY 1
VFW Post 251 meets 5 p.m.
on the first Sunday of
each month at the Learn-
ing Center on Marvin
Street for a meeting. Con-
tact Commander Ned Hill
at 850-339-5524 for more in-
formation.

JANUARY 2
VFW Ladies Auxiliary
Post 251 meets 6:30 p.m. on
the first Monday of  each
month at Memorial MB
Church. Contact Presi-
dent Mary Madison at 850-
210-7090 for more

information.
JANUARY 2

Sons Of  The American
Legion (SAL) meetings
are held at 6:30 p.m. on the
first Monday of  each
month in the Otto Walker
Post 49 on South Water
Street in Monticello. For
more information contact
District III Commander
Buddy Westbrook at 850-
997-2973.

JANUARY 3
Monticello Woman’s Club
meets on the first Tuesday
of  every month at noon at
the clubhouse on East
Pearl Street for lunch and
a meeting. Contact Club
President Ethel Strick-
land at 850-997-3382 for
more information.

JANUARY 3
Monticello/Jefferson
County Chamber of  Com-
merce General Member-
ship Meeting is held at
noon on the first Tuesday
of  each month. The meet-
ing includes lunch and a
program. For more infor-
mation visit the Chamber
Website at monticellojef-
fersonfl.com or call 850-
997-5552. Lunch will be
provided by Covenant
Hospice in recognition of
National Hospice Month.

JANUARY 3, 19
Jefferson County Lions
Club meets at 1 p.m. on the

first Tuesday and at 5 p.m.
on the third Thursday of
each month at the Rare
Door Restaurant, in the
meeting room on North
Cherry Street. For more
information contact Lion
Debbie at 850-997-0901,
leave a message. 

JANUARY 4
Jefferson Arts Gallery
business meeting is held
on the first Wednesday of
the month from 11 a.m. to
12 p.m., in the gallery at
575 West Washington
Street in downtown Mon-
ticello. (No meeting in Au-
gust) Become a member!
Get involved! Be there! 

JANUARY 5
You may qualify for assis-

tance through the Capital
Area Community Action
Agency Weatherization
Assistance Program. The
program reduces heating
and cooling costs by im-
proving the energy effi-
ciency of  the home.
Contact Annette Wilson at
850-997-4104 for an ap-
pointment from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the first Thursday
at Union Hill AME
Church. Homes in Jeffer-
son County are needed for
weatherization. Or, con-
tact Pat Hall or Melissa
Watson at 850-997-8231 for
additional information,
and other services cur-
rently being offered. This
is free to the client. 

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

On Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, 2012 the Jefferson
County Community De-
velopment Corporation
will again participate in
the ‘King Street
Cleanup’. The morning
will begin at 10 a.m. and
participants are asked to
arrive at 9 a.m. 

This event is held an-
nually in preparation for
the Martin Luther King
Jr. Day Parade, and in an
effort to provide infor-
mation to the commu-
nity, regarding housing
education and neighbor-
hood revitalization.

The cleanup will
start at the corners of
King Street and the
neighborhood Commu-
nity Garden. The
cleanup will proceed as
far as the participants
are willing to go to assist
the families in houses on
the street. 

So spread the word,
come out and join with
others. For more infor-
mation, contact Chair-
person Cetta Barnhart at
850-251-0386 or Vice
C h a i r p e r s o n
Pamela Jones-Smith at
850-294-6089. The Jeffer-
son County Community
Development Corp is a
501-C-3 Corporation.

“For if  by one man’s
offence death reigned by
one; much more they
which receive abundance
of  grace and of  the gift
of  righteousness shall
reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.”  ROMANS 5:17

For many of  us, as
Christmas day gets
closer, our anticipation
grows with each day, es-
pecially for those who
are in a position to give
gifts. We look forward to
seeing little faces light up
in awe. We desire to see
friends and loved ones
scream with excitement
or have their eyes get big
as we surprise them with
the gift they needed or
desired.

As I began to medi-
tate this week on what
Christmas means to me,
I was given the opportu-
nity to share the follow-
ing truths with someone:

(1) The prayers of
the righteous avail
much. (James 5:16) In
sum, the prayers of  a
righteous person are
powerful and effective
because of  his/her
“right standing” with
God.

(2) We are the right-
eousness in God, through
Christ (Philippians 3:9)
We are in right standing

with God, through the
work that Christ did on
the cross. 

You see, through
Jesus Christ, God
brought a turn-around to
mankind’s sinful situa-
tion, not only by restor-
ing man’s righteousness
but also by establishing
it on a permanent basis.
Yes, beloved, our right-
eousness is irrevocable
because it’s not based on
what we did or do; it’s
based on the gift of  right-
eousness given to us
through Jesus. 

However, the thing
that I really want you to
see is God’s desire to get
this gift to you. As I men-
tioned at the opening of
this message, many of  us
are excited about giving
our gifts to others. But
the bible tells us that God
desires to give gifts as
well. As Matthew 7:11
tells us, “If  ye then, being
evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your chil-
dren, how much more
shall your Father which
is in heaven give good
things to them that ask
him?”

Can any of  us
fathom God’s excitement
about giving us the gift
of  righteousness? Could
you see Him preparing a

way to come to Him at all
times without apprehen-
sion or inhibition? Could
you image Him provid-
ing a means in which we
could pray every day
knowing that our prayers
have the weight they
should have? 

As a father who de-

sires to give gifts, I can
see a loving smile etched
of  God’s face as He pre-
pared this gift for us. I
could see the thoughtful-
ness behind the gift be-
cause it was sorely
needed by mankind. And
I could see the prepara-
tion of  the gift because of
its lasting quality: it nei-
ther fades nor fails, dis-
solves nor dwindles. Its
use lasts a lifetime and its
attainment takes us into
eternity. By possessing it,
we secure every victory
and seal our destiny. Now,
if  you were excited about
wrapping your gift, just
imagine the Father’s ex-
citement as He prepared
His gift of  righteousness
for you. 

Merry Christmas, 
EDDIE YON, 
pastor of  

Restored Glory 
Christian Center
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

The

DOGWOOD HOUSE
Hair & Skin

Cut, Color, Highlights, 
& The Brazilion Blowout
Cut, Color, Highlights, 
& The Brazilian Blowout
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
Tuesday, Thursday
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Phone: 850-997-4202

Kenra products for sale

Also
available:
Handmade soaps 
w/ hand knitted 
washclothes!

Brazilian Blowout
Before

Jessi Howe
Hair Stylist

After

Frizzy

to
Straight
with

The

NO SUPRISES
AT INSTALLATION

Deer Stream Productions LLC
Phone.850-997-5012
Monticello, Fl  32344

sales@kudzusports.com
David Harvey

We do embroidery on caps, tee's and all apparel. We have wholesale suppliers for
most any quanity. Our embroidery machine can do three panels on caps.
Baseball to Golf, we can find what your looking for at affordable pricing.

Get your
Nascar Collectible
Die Cast Cars here!

Merchandise can be seen at Royal Flea Market c/o Joanne's This & That.

Just Imagine…

Cleanup On King Street
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Local Business Directory
Herndon
Trucking

Raymond Herndon
office: (850) 948-4019
mobile: (850) 570-0458

Truck Rental • Custom Hauling • Sand
Gravel • Refuse • Backhoe Service

Light Clearing & Driveways

REGISTER’S
MINI-STORAGE

315 Waukeenah Hwy.
1/4 Mile Off US 19 South

850-997-2535

Septic Tank &
Land Clearing

Thomas B. Scott, Sr.
339 Alexander Rd., Lamont, FL. 32366

ph: 997-5536           cell: 933-3620

Complete Septic • Service & Repair
Lot Preparing & Land Clearing

~Bil ly  S immon ’ s~
* Septic Tank Contractor *

New Installation • Repair • Pumping
Backhoe & Hauling

Land Clearing • Dig Ponds • Fill Dirt • Drive-
way & Culvert Installation • Road Building

FDOT CERTIFIED    Licensed and Insured

Stewart Heating
& Cooling

MONTICELLO’S ONLY LOCAL 
HEATING & COOLING COMPANY

Fair Friendly Service
FAMILY OWNED

Office: 850-342-3294 
Cell 850-509-0306Lic. #RA0067121

850-997-0877   850-509-1465

G l e n d a  o r  J o n
a t  8 5 0 - 9 9 7- 3 5 6 8

For Any of Your 
Advertisement Needs

TOWN & COUNTRY
TACK & RESALE SHOP

Tallahassee’s Finest

(850) 656-5647
Fax (850) 656-5642

townandcountrytackshop@yahoo.com
Find us on Facebook

Cheryl Kuhlo - Owner
9013 Mahan Dr., #301
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Conveniently located at Hwy 90 & Chaires Crossroads

Chamber Members Enjoy A Holiday Party

Mike Reichman and Pat Inmon

visit during the Chamber 

Christmas Party.

Tom Vogelgesang, Nancy Wideman

and Lisa Reasoner have a good time

at the Chamber Christmas Party.

Pat Smith and Ron

Cichon enjoy the

Chamber Christmas

Party with local

business friends.

Helping to keep the

Chamber Christ-

mas Party snack

table filled and in

order is Judy Miller.

Dick Bailar, Hines Boyd,

Mike Reichman and Lisa

Hayes dine at the Cham-

ber Christmas Party

snack table.

Gary Wright and Ron Smith

enjoy a one-on-one visit during

the Chamber Christmas Party. 

Glover Jones, Melanie Mays and Wanda

Norton enjoy the Chamber Christmas Party.

Enjoying a laugh during the

Chamber Christmas Party

are Geri Ann Driggers, 

Nan Baughman, Marianne

Arbulu and others.

Enjoying the Chamber

Christmas Party are Bill

Hopkins, Betsy Barfield,

Bill Gunnels and Gordon

Dean.

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, Dec. 13, 2011.
Monticello/Jefferson County Cham-

ber of  Commerce members and friends
gathered on Tuesday evening for their
Christmas Party. Members brought
snacks and drinks to share and each
brought a canned good item for the local
food pantries. Partygoers in the photos
are named from left to right.

Enjoying the evening activities during the

Chamber Christmas Party are Marianne 

Arbulu, Lisa Hayes and Troy Avera.

Enjoying the cama-

raderie of the Chamber

Christmas Party are

Fred and Bobbie

Golden.

Gretchen Avera

places her 

donated canned

food items under

the Chamber

Christmas Tree. 
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VIEW OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @
www.directautoexchange.com 352740

850.574.8200

Your Pre-Owned

Certifi ed Dealer
®

Auto • Home
Business • Life

Health • Annuities

Call today for coverage information. 

Insuring
What
Matters
Most

100% CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 
IS OUR GOAL

FOREIGN & DOMESTICFOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Body & Paint Work • Frame Straightening

FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

11615 US Hwy 319 N 
Thomasville, GA

(Past Wal-Mart across the street from 
Stallings Dodge Chrysler Jeep)

229-226-2077

DUNHAM BODY SHOP

Morrow Insurance
Agency

380 S. Jefferson St. Monticello, FL

(850) 997-3912

From Wheelbarrow 
to 18-Wheeler

We’ve got your tires!

SSorensenorensen
TTire ire CCenter,enter,

IInc.nc.

1300 N. 
Jefferson St.

Monticello, FL

850-997-4689

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

Size: 2 COLUMN x 6.5Size: 1 COLUMN x 4.5

March ’07
G4: Everyday Savings
Use: Local Newspaper
Instructions: Add phone # and address

GENERAL AUDIENCE

It’s not a special offer, 
just plain

everyday low rates. 
Convenient local office  Money-saving discounts

Low down payments  Monthly payment plans  24-hour ser-
vice and claims  Coverage available by phone

It’s not a special
offer, just plain

everyday low rates. 
 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees  
 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states 
 
 

1700 N. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl
850-385-6047

7596 West Tennessee Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32304

Local: 850-575-8628 •  Toll Free: 800-634-4824

If you would like to
place an advertisement

in our 
Automobile Directory

Call: Jon or Glenda 
at 850-997-3568

Winter
Roadtrip
Winter
Roadtrip

Drive Safe this
Holiday Season

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, Dec. 15, 2011
Kiwanis members were on hand at the Jefferson Elementary

School to read Christmas stories to the students on Thursday

morning. Pictured here from left to right are: Jessica Corley, Rob

Beshears, president and Marianne Arbulu. Several other Kiwa-

nis’ were present but are not pictured.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, Dec. 15, 2011.
County resident Max ‘Coach’ Bilinski, center left, reads to the Jefferson Elementary School 2nd

grade students in the class of teacher Brenda Brown, center right, on Thursday. He first told them

some exciting stories about his childhood; then read to them about the Polar Express Christmas

story. The students were all dressed in pajamas, as it was Pajama Day.

Bilinski Reads To JES Students

Kiwanis’ Read To JES Students 
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Lost Nov. 3 
iN the area of
B&B farms oN

aLma rd or
Lake road

area, 
moNticeLLo

MED. SIzE DOg, Brown
with a black nose and black
tongue and has black accents
around her eyes.  Approx. 40
lbs. and wearing a Polk
County rabies tag on choker
chain. If found please call
863-644-6545 or 863-409-
8077      

LOST

SADIE

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Children’s dresses-
white long dresses/gowns size
3,4,7,8. $50. White long gown
size 16 $100. Also gorgeous
Lime green Dress w/ sequins
teen size 14 $300. Call 850-973-
3497 leave message.

2/23, tfn, nc.

For Sale

BACKhOe 

serviCes AvAilABle

Driveways, roads, ditches, tree

and shrub removal, mowing,

planting, harrowing, burn piles

and field plots. Contact gary

Tuten 997-3116 or 933-3458.
10/22, rtn, c.

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

Business
Opportunity

Wanted

Automotive

Help
Wanted

Free

COOPers POnd 1 BR/1 BA

and 2BR/1BA with carport on

Hampton Place. Nice quiet

street.  Call 997-5007.    
12/2, tfn, c.

For Rent

2Br/ 1.5 BA  mobile home
2 Br/ 2 BA  mobile home

3Br/2BA home w/ Central h/A
NO PETS

No calls before 9:30 am or after

7pm. Liz  @  997-1638
9/30, tfn, c.

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA
a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

POrtABle sAwmill.
Please call Tommy greene  at

850-973-4141  
10/5, tfn.

3 Br/ 2 BA 3 Br/ 2 BA on 5 private Acres

water/sewer $600 month + secu-

rity deposit. 850-997-5893.
10/7, tfn, c.

"THE READER"
Get that GED!!  Teach

Yourself. Teach each

other. All basic skills in

one "Easy" book (The

Reader) Pick up your

FREE copy today at

Monticello Florist & Gifts.

11/16-12/23, pd.

direCtOr Of Allied
heAlth PrOGrAms (rn)
wanted at North Florida Com-

munity College.  See Hyperlink

"http://www.nfcc.edu for details.
12/14-23, c.

ChristmAs deAls: Hand-

made Afghans, Doilies, Dish

clothes, Bed Dolls, and more. 

Call 997-3392. 
12/7, tfn, nc.

1 & 2 BedrOOm APArt-
ments AvAilABle. Eld-

erly, Disabled and Handicapped

persons  with or without chil-

dren. Must meet income require-

ments.  850-997-5321

11/23, tfn, c.

"Reduced" 

1988 Chevy COnquest 
mOtOr hOme.
good Condition. 

All appliances work.  

47k original miles.  $2,900.  

Call Ray   545-8201
12/14-30, pd.

3 or 4 Br.  hOme on 3/4 acre

lot at 180 Anderson St., Monti-

cello   1st and last month rent.

$650.  month    850-342-3288
11/30, tfn, c.

smAll  CArPOrt canopy

frame with or without  canopy

997-1582    
11/30,tfn, c.

Charming in town historic
home. Spacious 4BR, 1.5 BA

large farm-based 1, 2 or 3

BR, many great features.

DETAILS: 631-0577 or

www.MonticelloRealEstate.info.
12/21,23,28,c

APArtment mAnAGer -
PT. 15 hrs/wk   HERITAgE

MANOR, Monticello, FL  

jobs@flynnmanagement.com  

or fax: (727) 447-5516
12/14-30, c.

liKe new '08 3-wheel
vehiCle (not a golf cart),

cross between trike, golf cart,

and ATV.  Street legal. $7,000

OBO    850-997-1111 or 561-

252-5683 (cell)
12/14,16, 21, 23, pd. 

GAs heAters: All in good

working condition.  Various

sizes and prices from $5. to $75.

Call Jane at 850-997-3392
12/14, tfn, nc.

Decorated CAKes or  Large

Cookie for any occasion. Call

Angela in Lamont @ 997-0338
12/14-30, pd.

As we Tip-Toe into 1-2 making

more $$'s we must do.  If a

hOme BAsed Business is

for you, then Call  850-339-

4619  Thank-you
12/16-30, pd.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED

ADS FOR MONDAY

12/19/2011 THROUGH

12/25/2011

Announcements

SAVE $$$ on Advertising!

Run your classified ad in over

100 Florida newspapers reach-

ing over 4 MILLION readers

for $475 - that is less than $4

per newspaper.  Call this news-

paper or (866)742-1373 for

more details or visit:

www.florida-classifieds.com.

Education

ALLIED HEALTH career

training- Attend college 100%

online. Job placement assis-

tance. Computer available. Fi-

nancial Aid if qualified.

SCHEV certified. Call

(800)481-9409 www.Centu-

raOnline.com

Financial Services

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT

CASH NOW!!! $$$ As seen on

TV.$$$ Injury Lawsuit Drag-

ging? Need $500-

$500,000++within 48/hrs? Low

rates APPLY NOW BY

PHONE! Call Today! Toll-Free:

(800)568-8321 www.lawcapi-

tal.com

Health & Medical

Take VIAGRA? SAVE

$500.00. 100MG and CIALIS

20mg!  40 Pills+  4/FREE for

only $99. #1 Male Enhance-

ment, discreet Shipping.   Only

$2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now!

(888)746-5615  

Help Wanted

Need 13 Good Drivers Top

5% Pay & 401K 2 Mos. CDL

Class A Driving Exp (877)258-

8782 www.meltontruck.com

Driver - Build Your Own

Hometime! Daily Pay! New

trucks! Local orientation. 31

Service Centers. Van and Re-

frigerated. CDL-A, 3 months

recent experience required.

(800)414-9569. www.dri-

veknight.com

Drivers: RUN 5 STATE RE-

GIONAL! Get Home Week-

ends, Earn Up to 39¢/Mi, 1 yr

OTR Flatbed exp. req’d. SUN-

BELT TRANSPORT, LLC

(800)572-5489 ext. 227

Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -

Train for hands on Aviation

Maintenance Career. FAA ap-

proved program. Financial aid

if qualified - Housing available

CALL Aviation Institute of

Maintenance (866)314-3769

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE

ONLINE. *Medical, *Busi-

ness, *Criminal Justice. Job

placement assistance. Com-

puter available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV certified.

Call (877)206-5165 www.Cen-

turaOnline.com

Schools & Instruction

Heat & Air JOBS - Ready to

work? 3 week accelerated pro-

gram. Hands on environment.

Nationwide certifications and

Local Job Placement Assis-

tance! (877)359-1690  

flOrAl sOfA $50. Reclin-
ers $25.  Assorted DVD's and
CD's $3.  Assorted Knick-
Knacks $1 to 5.  All asking
prices are negotiable.  Items are
in good condition and are dona-
tions to the Jefferson County
Lions Club.  Contact Lion Jane
at 850-997-3392  or Lion Deb-
bie at 997-0901

A.A.P.O.A. hiring inde-
Pendent COntrACtOr
suPervisOr overseeing
maintenance and repair of
equipment, roads and facility.
Pay and hours negotiable.  Call
850-997-8667

12/21-1/6, pd.

    

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

SAVE $500!
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 AND GET 4 BONUS PILLS FREE!

99.00$s for only 
 40 100mg/20
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8-746-56
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W AND GET 4 BONUS PILLS FREE!

99.00
Get 40 100mg/20mg
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51-888-746-561
!WON

500!

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

8001- CAR LANGE--

OWNER 
OPERATORS
Do you want to be part of 
a winning team?

Do you want to make $$$ 
and be home on weekends?

Then start your new year with a 
career at New Line Transport!

$2,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!!
 
Additional benefits include:

Call 888-714-0056 for details

www.newlinetransport.com 

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Use This Form To Place Your Classified Ad 

By Mail

Payment In Advance Is Required

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
20 Words, Two Edition - $12.00
* Each Additional Line $1.25

DEADLINES:
Monday Noon for Wednesday
Wednesday Noon for Friday

DATES TO BE PUBLISHED

CLASSIFICATION

WRITE YOUR AD HERE

MONTICELLO NEWS &

Jefferson County Journal

PO Box 428
Monticello, FL  32345

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER
3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M.
ON WEDNESDAYS

www.ecbpublishing.com

do you need a place to live?
CAn yOu feed hOrses?
Live in a Air Stream Camper in
exchange for 10 hours of work
per week.
IN THE MONTICELLO AREA
Call 229-403-4554

12/23-1/6, c.

OAA COOrdinAtOr 
POsitiOn:

Requires highly organized indi-
vidual with proficient computer
skills, ability to multi-task, and
excellent people skills.  Back-
ground check required.  $9.00
per hour. Send resume to Jeffer-
son Senior Center,  1155 N. Jef-
ferson St. Monticello, FL.

12/23,28, c.

ONE OF THE
TOP  10 

EASY STEPS
TO 

YOUR
BUSINESS

KILL 

DON’T 
ADVERTISE.
Forget that you have to
keep reminding your es-
tablished customers that

you appreciate their 
business.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CALL

850-997-3568



“I can’t believe that this
is the attitude that we’re still
dealing with,” Washington
continued. “I thought we were
elected to represent the people
of  Jefferson County, not just
one race. Commissioner Boyd
is trying to get blacks out of
District 3.”

She accused Tom Love of
serving Boyd’s aims by de-
signing a proposed district
map that, in her view, was
detrimental to black voters.

“Mr. Love made the state-
ment that we don’t need two
black commissioners in Jef-
ferson County,” Washington
charged. “He probably doesn’t
want two black members on
the School Board…I’ve been
hurt. I have cried. Here it is al-
most 2012 and we still have
these feelings here. I can’t take
it anymore.”

Washington said, if  need
be, she was willing to join in
an antidiscrimination law-
suit, addressing her remark to
Charles Parrish, who was in
the audience and who was
part of  the 1983 federal law-

suit that establish district rep-
resentation in Jefferson
County to assure the exis-
tence of  a minority-majority
district and a balanced dis-
trict.   

School Board Member
Ed Vollertsen followed with a
motion to postpone the redis-
tricting until 2013 (redistrict-
ing can only be done on odd
years), noting that given the
contentious mood of  the meet-
ing, it was unlikely that any
good would result from it. 

Vollertsen argued that
postponing the decision until
2013 would allow more time
for study of  the maps and
would also allow for cooler
heads to prevail in the future.
But others of  the officials ex-
pressed doubts that the poli-
tics would be any less fierce in
2013, and ultimately, Vollert-
sen’s proposal failed.     

School Board Member
Sandra Saunders next re-
turned to Washington’s
theme. Saunders said she was
surprised, as well as clueless,
about what was going on. But

she had thought that Jefferson
County had moved beyond
statements such as the one
that Love had allegedly made,
she said. 

“I don’t understand Jef-
ferson County that we’re still
concerned about color
things,” Saunders said. “No-
body should care about color.
I’m sick of  it.”

And if  Love had made
the statement attributed to
him, then the map he was pro-
posing wasn’t worth consider-
ing “and we might as well
burn it,” Saunders said.

Boyd, for his part, de-
fended Love, saying the latter
didn’t have a bias bone in his
body and should be allowed to
explain himself. Which Love
was finally able to do, after
some more contentious back-
and-forth debate. 

Love, in his turn, ex-
pressed disappointment that
people could make accusa-
tions such as had been made
against him and engage in
name calling without a basis. 

“I like to believe I have a
tough skin, but this is a disap-
pointment,” Love said, asking
that the audience keep an
open mind as he explained
why he had said what he had
said. 

Without going into
Love’s lengthy explanation, it
involved a meeting he had had
with IT Director Johnnie
Abron and C.P. Miller, of  Con-
cerned United People (CUP),
on the previous Friday to try
and develop a single plan out
of  the several earlier propos-
als, as directed by the two
boards at the workshop of
Dec. 14.     

Love said it eventually
became clear to him during
the meeting that he couldn’t

support the plan that Abron
proposed for reasons of  fair-
ness, given that it essentially
went beyond CUP’s plan in
giving African-Americans
greater favorability over Cau-
casians in District 3.

Love expounded on the
historic reasons for the cre-
ation of  districts in Jefferson
County, which was to give the
minority community a voice
on the County Commission
and School Board, and said he
agreed with the principle.

The problem presently,
he said, was a numeric one, in
that the African-American
population had declined in the
intervening years since the
lawsuit. Even so, District 2
had been maintained as a safe
minority-majority district
and District 3 had achieved a
balance that gave an 11-per-
cent favorability to the white
population, in keeping with
the intent of  the lawsuit, he
said.   

Abron’s plan, on the
other hand, gave a two-to-
three percent favorability to
the white population in Dis-
trict 3, which went beyond
CUP’s proposed seven-percent
favorability, Love said. 

“I said I can’t support a
proposal that goes beyond
CUP’s proposal and goes to 3
percent,” Love said. “I was
asked, ‘Why won’t you sup-
port it?’ I said, ‘I don’t think
it’s fair’. You end up with two
safe African-American dis-
tricts and it will disrupt the
balance that we have worked
to achieve. I was asked what’s
wrong with the commission
having two blacks? I said,
‘Nothing, as long as people in
the district compete fairly
and it isn’t just a given’.”   

Boyd stated it more

bluntly. Abron’s map moved
137 whites out of  District 3
and moved in 35 African-
Americans, he said. 

“Do you think when the
moves you make favor one
group over the other that’s
fair?” Boyd asked.

Abron defended his map,
saying he had done what the
two boards had instructed
him to do. Considering that
the committee of  three had
been unable to come up with
a compromise map, he had
drawn his own map based on
the census data and the two
earlier maps in an effort to
come up with a better ratio
for District 3, he said. 

Abron offered that his
map — as well as the other
proposed maps — all met the
required standards for redis-
tricting. Meaning that each
assured population parity
among the districts, followed
natural boundary lines, en-
sured for the compactness
and continuity of  the district,
preserved the cores of  the ex-
isting districts, and kept all
the incumbents within their
districts.

A long battle ensued to
determine whether Love’s
‘compromise’ map, which had
not been made part of  the ‘of-
ficial’ proposals, should be
considered, with Boyd argu-
ing for its inclusion and
Washington most notably ar-
guing against it. In the end
Love’s map was not consid-
ered.

At one point, Washing-
ton suggested that the two
boards should stop their joint
deliberations and pursue sep-
arate maps, since they
couldn’t come to an agree-
ment. County Attorney Buck
Bird advised that the two

boards could well produce
separate maps if  they wanted,
although traditionally they
had agreed on a single map
for the sake of  making it eas-
ier for the voters.

Vollertsen, meanwhile,
kept calling for the redistrict-
ing to be postponed until 2013,
and Boyd continued arguing
for consideration of  Love’s
plan. As it was, Boyd argued,
the current distribution of
District 3 was fair and equi-
table, evident by the results of
the six elections in the district
since the 2000 redistricting.
His point: of  the six last elec-
toral contests in District 3,
three had been won by white
candidates and three had been
won by black candidates, with
the average winning margin
being 46 votes. 

“I’m disturbed when I see
a plan that moves whites out
of  District 3,” Boyd said. “It’s
disturbing to me that we can’t
get passed skin color and stop
jogging for position based on
race. We should be passed this
by now and we’re not doing
that tonight. There’s not a sin-
gle plan proposed that moves
a disproportionate number of
blacks out of  District 3. Every
plan moves the same number
or a greater number of  whites
out of  District 3. The plan that
Love proposes moves 34
blacks and 81 whites out of
District 3. That’s not a man
who is favoring the white pop-
ulation. We need to give Tom
Love credit for doing a fair
and balanced plan.”

Following almost four
hours of  contentious and
sometimes-heated discussion,
the two boards finally voted 8-
2 to accept Abron’s map, with
Boyd and Vollertsen in the mi-
nority.    

from family members of  the
JCI inmates. 

On October 24, 2011 FDOC
Law Enforcement Inspector
Sally Cole of  the OIG, discov-
ered information that Branch
was using Post Office Box 623
at the Lee, Florida Post Office
to have contraband mailed to
her. 

The USPIS confirmed
that Box 623 was assigned to
someone of  a different name,
other than Branch, with a
point of  contact as Branch.
USPIC also confirmed that a
package was presently in the
post office awaiting delivery
and they identified the sender.
The contents of  the package
were unknown and delivered
without examination. 

A second package con-
taining the same sender and re-
ceiver information was
received by the USPIS, who de-
layed delivery until October 25,
2011. Inspector AP Land con-
ducted surveillance at the Lee
Post Office and monitored
Branch as she arrived and took
possession of  the package.
Agents followed Branch, who
drove to Madison, where she
proceeded to the Wells Fargo
Bank and made a transaction
at the drive-through window.

Recorded inmate tele-
phone calls made by a JCI in-
mate to a particular person
dating from October 28
through November 3, revealed
that the inmate directed the
person to contact a third per-
son identified by the street
name of  “Lil’ Man.” The in-
mate requested him to send 10
grams of  “white girl powder,”
fifty Ecstasy pills and any
other pills he could get.  The in-
mate gave instructions to send
the package to the Lee P.O. box
and what name to use. 

On November 8, 2011 in-
vestigators were advised by
Postal Inspector Scott Padgett
that another package had ar-
rived at the Lee Post Office ad-
dressed to the same person and
it had the same sender infor-
mation. The package was in-
spected without opening and
the physical examination of
the package revealed that at
least one item was the same
size and shape as a pill.  Inspec-
tors Padgett and Land made
arrangements to have a certi-
fied narcotic K-9 examine the
package. The K-9 gave a posi-
tive alert to the presence of  a
controlled substance. 

On November 9, Branch
was on duty at JCI where she
was scheduled to work a 12-
hour shift. At approximately
3:45 p.m. Branch requested to
go home early and was depart-
ing the institution. At 4:20 p.m.
Branch arrived at the Lee Post
Office wearing her DOC uni-
form pants and had a wind-
breaker covering her DOC
uniform shirt. Branch entered
the post office and picked up
the package. 

Padgett made contact
with Branch once she exited
the post office and advised her
they were conducting a crimi-
nal investigation and sus-
pected the package she
possessed contained narcotics.
Branch gave verbal permis-
sion to Padgett to open the
package and he discovered it
did contain approximately 135
pills. 

Branch was interviewed
and she advised she had re-
ceived additional packages
from persons involved with in-
mates, under her supervision
at JCI. According to Branch
the previous package had con-
tained pills in addition to a
cell phone and money or-
ders. Branch stated that the
money she received was pay-
ment for her introducing the
contraband into JCI. 

The collected 135 pills
were analyzed and the FDLE
crime lab confirmed that it
was Oxycodone with a com-
bined weight of  24.6 grams. 

Further investigation
revealed that Branch was a
part time employee, as a Cer-
tified Registered Nurse

(CRN), at the Madison Nurs-
ing Center. It was also deter-
mined that the name she had
used in acquiring the post of-
fice box was a resident at the
nursing home facility. Inves-
tigators discovered that
Branch had obtained the res-
idents’ personal information
and utilized the information
without the resident’s knowl-
edge or permission.

The resident was inter-
viewed by Land in her room
and she stated that she never
gave Branch permission to
open a post office box in her
name.

A warrant was issued
for Branch’s arrest and she
turned herself  in to the Madi-
son County Jail Tuesday,

December 19.
She was charged with

trafficking in Oxycodone,
identity theft, conspiracy
to introduce contraband
into the institution (JCI),
and receiving unlawful
compensation or reward
for official behavior
(bribery), all of  which are
felony charges.

A total Bond of  $80,000
was set and she bonded out
of  jail the same day.

A DOC spokesperson
advised that the DOC had
approved the dismissal of
Branch and her it became
effective as of  December
21, 2011, once the letter of
dismissal was placed
within her hands.
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Legals 

IN ThE CIrCuIT COurT Of ThE sECONd JudICIaL

CIrCuIT IN aNd fOr JEffErsON COuNTy, fLOrIda

CIVIL aCTION

ChasE hOmE fINaNCE  LLC suCCEssOr 

By mErGEr TO ChasE maNhaTTaN 

mOrTGaGE COrPOraTION,

        Plaintiff,

        

CasE NO.: 33-2010-Ca-000086

vs.    dIVIsION: 

                                                                                                     

WILLIam COLE rOBBINs , et al,

        defendant(s).

_________________________________/

NOTICE Of rEsChEduLEd fOrECLOsurE saLE

        NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order

Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale dated December 6, 2011 and en-

tered in Case NO. 33-2010-CA-000086 of the Circuit Court of

the SECOND Judicial Circuit in and for JEFFERSON County,

Florida wherein CHASE HOME FINANCE  LLC SUCCESSOR

BY MERGER TO CHASE MANHATTAN MORTGAGE COR-

PORATION, is the Plaintiff and  WILLIAM COLE ROBBINS;

THE UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF WILLIAM COLE ROBBINS

N/K/A MALISSA ROBBINS;     are the Defendants, The Clerk

of the Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at

NORTH DOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE LOBBY IN JEFFER-

SON COUNTY, MONTICELLO, FLORIDA at 11:00AM, on

the 5th day of January, 2012, the following described property

as set forth in said Final Judgment:

THE NORTH ONE-HALF OF THE FOLLOWING DE-

SCRIBED PROPERTY, BEING A PORTION OF SOUTH-

WEST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 30,

TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST, TO-WIT: BEGIN-

NING AT A POINT 10 FEET EAST AND 60 FEET NORTH OF

THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 1, BLOCK 4, OF JEF-

FERSON HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION TO THE TOWN OF

MONTICELLO, AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF IN THE

PUBLIC RECORDS OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA,

IN PLAT BOOK B, PAGE 6; WHICH POINT IS THE SOUTH-

WEST CORNER OF THE J. H. WILLIAMS HOMESTEAD;

THENCE RUNNING EAST ALONG THE NORTH BORDER

OF SEMINOLE AVENUE AND ACROSS A GRADED FORTY

FOOT STREET A DISTANCE OF 40 FEET; THENCE RUN-

NING NORTH ALONG THE EAST BORDER OF SAID 40

FOOT GRADED STREET A DISTANCE OF 280 FEET TO

THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE LANDS HEREIN DE-

SCRIBED; THENCE RUN EAST 130 FEET, THENCE RUN

NORTH 345 FEET, MORE OR LESS, AND TO A FENCE

LINE BETWEEN THE PROPERTY OF ELLA LONG DEAN

AND J. G. ANDERSON, THENCE WEST ALONG SAID

FENCE LINE 130 FEET THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE

EAST BORDER OF SAID 40 FOOT GRADED STREET 345

FEET AND TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE

LANDS HEREIN DESCRIBED.

A/K/A 900 S MULBERRY STREET, MONTICELLO, FL 32344

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if

any, other than the property owner as of the date of the Lis Pen-

dens must file a claim within sixty (60) days after the sale. 

WITNESS MY HAND and the seal of this Court on 

December 13, 2011.

        Kirk B. Reams

        Clerk of the Circuit Court

By:Sherry Sears

Deputy Clerk

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommo-

dation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled,

at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please

contact: Jefferson County Courthouse

1 Courthouse Circle

Monticello, FL 32344

Phone: 850-342-0218

12/16, 23/11, c.

NOTICE Of mONTICELLO CITy COuNCIL mEETING

The Monticello City Council will conduct its next regular monthly

meeting on January 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting will take place

at City Hall, 245 S. Mulberry Street, Monticello.   Persons with dis-

abilities who need an accommodation to participate in the meeting

should contact City Clerk Emily Anderson at 342-0292 or eander-

son@mymonticello.net.  

12/23/2011, c.

NOTICE

ThE JEffErsON COuNTy

BOard Of COuNTy COmmIssIONErs

Jefferson County Parks Department is now accepting bids for

Electrical work to be performed at the Mamie Scott Drive Recre-

ational Park.  Specifications for this project can be picked up at

the Coordinator’s Office 450 W. Walnut Street, Monticello Fl.

32344 or by contacting Mr. Mike Holm at 850-519-6640.  A

mandatory pre-bid meeting (site visit) will be held on Dec 27,

2011 at 11:00 a.m. at the Recreation Park located at 1380 Mamie

Scott Drive, Monticello Florida 32344.  All bids must be received

by the County Coordinator’s Office, 450 West Walnut Street,

Monticello, Florida 32344 by 11:00 a.m. Wednesday Jan. 4, 2012

and will be opened at that time.

12/21, 23/2011, c.
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Jackson Thomas
Herring, the 10-year-old
grandson of  Jefferson
County residents Curtie
and Carl Herring, shot
his first buck in Jeffer-
son County on Thursday,
November 17, 2011 with a
Remington 7mm.08 rifle.
He was still-hunting in a
tree stand with his
grandfather. His buck

was a large spike. He’s
hoping for a monster
rack next year.

Jackson lives in
Olive Branch, Missis-
sippi. He was vacation-
ing with his
grandparents during
Thanksgiving week. An
ardent Gator and Tebow
fan, Jackson enjoyed
watching the Gators de-
feat Furman and the
Denver Broncos defeat
Kansas City on televi-
sion while he was here. 

He wears a #15 jer-
sey himself  and plays
quarterback for the 
orange and blue Cow-
boys little league team in
Olive Branch. To the de-
light of  his family and of
his grandparents, Jack-
son’s team finished the
season with a big 38-0
win over their little
league Broncos on Satur-
day, November 12, just

before he left for his Florida vacation.

The recreational red grouper bag limit in Gulf  of
Mexico state waters (excluding Monroe County) will
increase Dec. 30 from two to four fish, followed by the
Jan. 1 season closure of  shallow-water grouper in At-
lantic state waters.

The red grouper bag limit increase is one of  sev-
eral fishery management changes made at the No-
vember Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) meeting in Key Largo.

Management changes in 2012 will also affect gag
grouper season, which is currently closed to fishing
in Gulf  of  Mexico state waters (excluding Monroe
County) and will continue to be closed through
March 31, 2012. (This includes the regularly sched-
uled annual closure from Feb. 1 through March 31 in
Gulf  state waters.)    

Both measures will help the state achieve consis-
tency with federal red and gag grouper management
efforts.

Federal managers are working on a plan to fur-
ther protect gag grouper, which is overfished and un-
dergoing overfishing in the Gulf. The FWC will
revisit state gag grouper management efforts in Feb-
ruary 2012, once federal rules are solidified.

Season closures for red and gag grouper, as well
as other shallow-water groupers, are also nearing. In
Atlantic state waters, including Monroe County, the
season closes Jan. 1 and reopens May 1. Shallow-
water grouper season closes Feb. 1 in Gulf  state wa-
ters and reopens April 1.

Shallow water groupers in Gulf  state waters in-
clude gag, red, black, yellowfin and yellowmouth
groupers; scamp; and rock and red hind. In Atlantic
state waters, it also includes tiger grouper, coney and
graysby.

To learn more, visit MyFWC.com/Fishing and
click on “Saltwater Fishing,” “Recreational Regula-
tions” and “Grouper.”
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The Jefferson Journal
Fish & Game Feeding Chart
How to use: the major and minor feeding times for each day are listed below. The major
feeding times are the best for the sportsman and last about 2 hours, the minor feeding

times can also have good success, but last only about 1 hour. 

The Week of  December 23, 2011 through December 30, 2011
Major Feed Times are marked by an asterisk (*)

Saturday, 
December 24

4:30 AM
*10:45 AM

4:55 PM
*11:20 PM

Sunday, 
December 25

5:30 AM 
*11:45 AM

5:50 PM

Tuesday, 
December 27

*1:20 AM
7:30 AM
*1:40 PM
7:55 PM

Wednesday,
December 28

*2:10 AM
8:20 AM
*2:30 PM
8:45 PM

Thursday,
December 29

*3:00 AM
9:10 AM
*3:20 PM
9:30 PM

Friday,
December 30

*3:45 AM
9:55 AM
*4:10 PM
10:30 PM

Friday,
December 23

3:30 AM
*9:50 AM
4:10 PM

*10:20 PM

Monday,
December 26

*12:20 AM
6:30 AM

*12:45 PM
7:00 PM

Grubbs Petroleum Sales
and NAPA Auto Parts

735 East Pearl Street
Monticello, Florida

For parts: 997-2509
997-5632

We offer gas, road diesel
and farm diesel at

pumps 24 hours with any
major credit card.

We also have oils, 
filters and make 
hydralic hoses.

Farm & Outdoors 

850-997-2213
105 W Anderson St. • Monticello

Richie Sowell
Agent
Richard.Sowell@ffbic.com

Glen L. King
Agent
glen.king@ffbic.com

Monticello, FL • Call Keith at 850-997-3129

1WARD      GUNS, LLC

• Appraisals, one gun or entire collections
• Hunting/ Camping travel trailers Available
• School Certified Gunsmith
• Certified NRA Pistol Instructor
• Certified Dura-Coat Finisher
• Camo Patterns Available

-Buy
-Sell

-Consignment
-Gunsmithing

WE’RE
INTO GUNS!

Karen Walker of Waukeenah, FL holds
the 15-pound cabbage she grew in her

garden on Highway 27.

RECREATIONAL RED
GROUPER BAG LIMIT

TO INCREASE IN
GULF STATE WATERS

GROUPER SEASON
CLOSURES NEAR

Herring Bags A Big Buck

NOW THAT’S
A LOT OF
CABBAGE!

Send Us Photos Of
Your Latest Hunting Or
Fishing Trip, And We Will
Publish Them On Our
Weekly Outdoors Page!
MONTICELLONEWS@EMBARQMAIL.COM
OR FACEBOOK.COM/ECBPUBLISHING
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