
involved in the pro-
cess,” Cummings said. 
“When children are at 
home doing homework, 
parents know if their 
kids understand the in-
formation.”

He said, “I am for 
homework, but I’m not 
for a whole lot of home-
work, because it’s going 
to allow us to under-
stand where our kids 
are in the system.”

Wilson just said, “I 
think it was a really 
bad idea,” to get rid of 
homework.

Boynton said most 
parents want home-
work for their children.

Thrower said, “I 
didn’t like it, but I know 
it’s important. I think 
the intent was to re-
place traditional home-
work with more 
reading. We all know 
that reading is power. 

We need to be able to 
read contracts, so we 
don’t get ripped off – 
there are just so many 
reasons to know how to 
read and read well.”

She said it is crucial 
for families to read to-
gether with their chil-
dren.

“Appropriate home-
work is great, but it 
needs to be for prac-
tice. Kids should not 
be bringing home 
homework they don’t 
know how to do be-
cause many parents 
work nights and kids 
need to know how to 
do it on their own,” she 
said.

Arnett said that she 
agreed with the others, 
but added, “I think it 
should be to reinforce 
skills they have al-
ready learned. I don’t 
think we should give 
them homework for the 
sake of giving them 
homework. I don’t 
think we should be giv-

ing them a lot of busy 
work, but a few min-
utes at home so the 
parents can be en-
gaged in what their 
children are learning. 
The parents can see 
what’s going on. Read-
ing is fundamental. Re-
member “Fraggle 
Rock?” Reading is fun-
damental. We used to 
hear that all the time 
and we’ve gotten away 
from that.”

She said the superin-
tendent had a fantastic 
idea that parents read 
with their children 20 
minutes nightly. 

 “Even if they have 
homework, they still 
need to be reading with 
their kids,” she said.

King also said she 
agreed that students 
need homework, but 
“teachers need auton-
omy in the classroom. 
Reading is essential, 
but so is math. I’m not 
saying bombard our 
students with tons and 

tons of homework but 
there does need to be a 
balance. Parents need 
to know what’s going on 
in their students’ class-
room. They need to see 
what they’re working 
on. It also teaches stu-
dents responsibility 
and organization.”
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BRIEFS

Carriers needed
The South Marion Citi-

zen has two routes avail-
able and is looking for 
people available to work 
Thursday afternoon and 
Friday morning. 

One route available is 
along Southwest 103rd 
Avenue and includes JB 
Ranch, Spruce Creek 
North, Whispering Pines 
and Bahia Oaks.

Reliable transporta-
tion is required. These 
routes provide supple-
mental income.

For more info call the 
South Marion Citizen, 
352-816-6972. 

Bus tour highlights 
senior care 

communities 
Residents faced with 

the ever-changing needs 
of growing older are in-
vited to learn of some of 
the various options 
available to them in 
Marion County by taking 
a tour of two local se-
nior-care communities 
Wednesday, Oct. 10.

The South Marion Cit-
izen event is free and 
includes lunch, trans-
portation by bus and 
guided tours of Pacifica 
Senior Living Ocala and 
Canterfield of Ocala

As people grow older, 
they have different 
needs, including non-
medical in-home care, 
independent living with 
companionship, as-
sisted living with skilled 
health care services and 
even memory care, as 
needed by those suffer-
ing with Alzheimer’s 
disease.

The facilities toured 
provide different types 
and degrees of services.

Midway through the 
tour, a free lunch will be 
provided by Canterfield 
of Ocala. Advanced 
Physical Therapy will 

See BUS/Page A16

give an educational pre-
sentation.

Due to limited bus 
seating, interested par-
ties must make reserva-
tions in advance by 
calling 352-563-5592 be-
fore Friday Oct. 5.

Those taking the tour 
will meet at 9 a.m. in the 
parking lot of the Stee-
plechase Plaza on State 
Road 200 in the area of 
Save a Lot and Bealls 
Outlet. The bus will leave 
at 9:30 a.m. and return 
around 2 p.m.

BUS
Continued from Page A1

MIA/POWs remembered
By DaviD Davis

Editor

O n Sept. 21, the 
stark black and 
white banner 

symbolizing America’s 
Missing in Action and 
Prisoners of War flew 
over the White House 
and other locations 
across the country. 

President Donald 
Trump stated in a proc-
lamation that, “We do 
this, each year, to recog-
nize those who have suf-
fered the horrors of 
enemy captivity, those 
who have still not re-
turned from war, and 
the families who have 
yet to lay their loved 
ones to rest with the 
honor and dignity they 
deserve.”

Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 4781 Auxiliary 
President Marygrace 
Felt said the auxiliary 
unit holds the ceremony 
every year if possible. 
This year, it was held 

Saturday, Sept. 22, to 
allow the North Marion 
Young Marines to partic-

ipate.
The president stated, 

“Throughout American 

history, the men and 
women of our Armed 
Forces have selflessly 
served our country, mak-
ing tremendous sacri-
fices to defend our 
liberty. On National 
POW/MIA Recognition 
Day, we honor all Ameri-
can prisoners of war 
and express our deep 
gratitude for the cour-
age and determination 
they exemplified while 
enduring terrible hard-
ships. We also pay trib-
ute to those who never 
returned from the bat-
tlefield and to their fam-
ilies, who live each day 
with uncertainty about 
the fate of their loved 
ones. These families are 
entitled to the knowl-
edge that their loved 
ones still missing and 
unaccounted for will 
never be forgotten.”

Felt said they keep a 
table with a single place 
setting in the foyer of 
the Angela Santos VFW. 
Most of the members 

know the significance of 
the table, but some 
guests do not know and 
throw candy wrappers 
and other debris on the 
table adorned with the 
plain white tablecloth.

“It’s a sacred table,” 
she said. “For those who 
don’t know, we will in-
form them today with 
the ceremony.”

According to the De-
fense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency, there 
are still 54 Floridians 
listed as Prisoners of 
War, Missing in Action 
and Killed in Action/
Body not Recovered in 
Vietnam; 157 from the 
Korean War; and 915 
from Word War II. The 
total number of Ameri-
cans not recovered after 
WWII is 72,884.

The ceremony began 
with chaplain Barbara 
Priest offering the open-
ing prayer. She ex-
pressed “our great 
concern for our country-

VFW, Young Marines hold ceremony Saturday 

School board candidates support homework
By DaviD Davis

Editor

After hearing all 
six candidates 
for the Marion 

County School Board 
say they favored home-
work, the questioner 
replied that she felt 
slighted when her 
child was with a 
teacher all day and at 
night.

“I can’t have my 
child to myself because 
he’s too busy doing 
homework that he 
doesn’t need to do be-
cause he already 

knows the informa-
tion,” the questioner 
said. “He has already 
proven it based on his 
grades, and yet, he has 
to set there and write 
this stupid homework 
that’s unnecessary 
when I could be with 
my child doing family 
things. If you all think 
they need homework, 
then it needs to be re-
vamped because every 
child does not need 
homework.”

She said students 
who cannot do the 
work and their parents 
cannot help them are 

frustrated and it is psy-
chologically damaging.

That was among the 
questions asked of 
school board candi-
dates engaged in run-
off elections. The 
question was asked 
during a political 
forum in Dunnellon 
Tuesday, Sept. 18, at 
the American Legion 
hall. 

Eric Cummings and 
Ed Wilson are vying for 
District 3. In the Au-
gust Primary, Wilson 
finished with 28,192 
(43.22 percent) of the 
vote to Cummings’ 

21,531 (33.01 percent). 
Donnie Prophet fin-
ished third with 15,505 
(23.77 percent) votes. 

Incumbent Angie 
Boynton barely held 
off Nancy Thrower in 
District 4. Boynton fin-
ished the Primary with 
18,401 (27.84 percent) 
to Thrower’s 32,544 
(49.24 percent) of the 
vote. Jane Moerlie fin-
ished in third with 
15,154 (22.93 percent) 
of the vote count.

Incumbent Kelly 
King and Shelia Arnett 
finished the Primary 
Election in a virtual 

dead heat with 25,032 
(37.95 percent) voting 
for her and 24,500 
(37.15 percent) casting 
ballots for Arnett. 

On the question of 
homework, Cummings 
said it is part of the 
process.

“Everyone who has 
gone to school; you all 
had homework 
whether you wanted to 
do it or not. Homework 
is not just beneficial 
for the student, but it 
is beneficial for the 
parent at home to be 

See SCHOOL/Page A16
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See MIA/Page A5

North Marion Young Marines prepare to set the "ta-
ble for one" Saturday during the MIA/POW remem-
brance ceremony at VFW Post 4781.

Gershwin, Montsalvatge 
and Moszkowski, accom-
panied by Donna. Donna 
will play piano selections 
from Gershwin, Chopin 
and Faure. Concert free, 
offering taken. For infor-
mation, please call 352-
237-4633.

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Tobacco Free

Tobacco Free Florida.
com, AHEC Suwanne 
River and Florida 
Health will host a “Quit 
Your Way” program at 
the Marion Oaks Recre-
ation & Fitness Center. 
This is a group quit pro-
gram – in-person option 
of Tobacco Free Flori-
da’s Quite Your Way ser-
vices. Pre-registration is 
required by calling toll 
free 1-866-341-2730. This 
is a two-hour Tools to 
Quit Group taking place 

CONCERT
Continued from Page A14

Wednesday, Oct. 17, at 
5:30 p.m.  You must be 18 
years of age or older to 
participate. If medically 
appropriate you can re-
ceive free nicotine re-
placement patches, gum 
or lozenges. 

United Church of 
Christ

The First Congrega-
tional United Church of 
Christ has a Church ser-
vice at Timber Ridge Re-
habilitation and Nursing 
Center at 9848 S.W. 110th 
Street, Ocala, 34481, Sat-
urday, Oct. 13, at 10:15 
a.m. We bring music, a 
message, and friendly 
faces to chat with the res-
idents. This is your op-
portunity to bring cheer 
to the residents and their 
participation in singing 
the old favorites and to 
bring them love.

For more information, 
please call Don Fitch at 
352-637-1138 or visit face-
book.com/OcalaCongre-
gationalChurch.               



O nly in the 
United States, 
would there be 

a National Cheese-
burger Day! 

It is a nonofficial cele-
bration on Sept. 
18.  Americans eat 14 
billion cheeseburgers a 
year. This may be the 
reason why we cele-
brate this day.

According to some 
sites, the exact origin of 
the modern-day ham-
burger remains a mys-
tery. The most 
well-known is Louis 
Lassen who introduced 
a hamburger steak sand-
wich in his New Haven, 
Connecticut, restaurant 
in 1990. Others claim 
that ‘Hamburger Char-
lie’ Nagreen actually in-
vented the dish at a 
Wisconsin’s Outgamie 
County Fair in 1885 and 
yet still others claim 

that it was the Menches 
brothers who did it at an 
1885 fair in New York. 

Whomever discovered, 
it is delicious food en-
joyed by many.

All of us have favorite 
burger places but I was 
surprised to find out 
that most people like 
Five Guys Burger even 
over other fast food 
places. A few more in-
teresting facts about the 
cheese on hamburgers 
are the types of cheese 
used. 66 percent of 
Americans like Ameri-
can cheese on their 
burgers, 65 percent like 
cheddar, 43 percent like 
Swiss, 40 percent like 
Pepper Jack and 31 per-
cent like provolone. 

Thanks to the Life-
style Office, Stone Creek 
residents were invited 
to celebrate the holiday 
at a cheeseburger social. 
The event included 
grilled cheeseburgers, 
toppings, chips and 
drinks. 88 residents took 
part in the celebration. 
Thanks to Mary Ann 

Blaine, our new assis-
tant lifestyle assistant, 
who took the pictures of 
the event. Here’s to 

cheeseburgers when-
ever you enjoy them and 
with your favorite 
cheese!

Christ’s Church of 
Marion County wel-
comes The Dixie 
Echoes to the concert 
stage Friday evening, 
Oct. 5 at 6:30 p.m.  

Doors will open at 
5:30 p.m. There are no 
tickets required, no 
admission charge; 
however, we will 
receive a love offering 
for the group during 
the concert.

For over 50 years, 
The Dixie Echoes have 
been delivering the 
gospel message in song 
across America 
through their spiritu-
ally uplifting music 
ministry. Considered to 
be one of the pioneer 
gospel groups, the 
Dixie Echoes have re-
turned to their roots 
singing around two mi-
crophones with just a 
piano. Respected 
among their peers and 
industry leaders alike, 
the Dixie Echoes are 
one of the premiere 
groups in gospel 
music. 

Since the Dixie 
Echoes formed in 1960, 
they have released 

nearly 70 albums and 
have had numerous 
top 10 singles. They 
have been honored 
with six members in-
ducted into the South-
ern Gospel Music 
Association Hall of 
Fame: J.G. Whitfield 
(1997), Dale Shelnut 
(2001), Jack Toney 
(2005), Billy Todd 
(2009), Tim Riley 
(2013), and Randy 
Shelnut (2017). 

The Dixie Echoes 
have performed 
throughout the United 
States, Mexico and 
Canada at well-known 
venues such as the Na-
tional Quartet Conven-
tion, Gospel Jubilee 
Cruise, the Brumley 
Sing, Memphis Quartet 
Show, Dollywood, Sil-
ver Dollar City, and 
Carnegie Hall as well 
as churches, fairs and 
on television. The 
Dixie Echoes have ap-
peared on such pro-
grams as TBN, INSP 
and are most notably 
remembered for their 
regular appearances 
on the nationally syn-
dicated television 

show, The Gospel Sing-
ing Jubilee which 
aired in the late 1960s 
and 70s. 

Although each indi-
vidual presents his 
own musical styling, 
the members collec-
tively share the com-
mon goal of doing 
everything they can to 
expose the audience to 
the power of a mean-
ingful song. With argu-
ably the best line-up of 
talent ever, the Dixie 
Echoes present the 
gospel message with a 
touch of class and ex-
cellence. 

Over the last 50 years 
God has trusted the 
Dixie Echoes with the 
purpose of telling ev-

eryone they can about 
Him. To do this He has 
provided talented men 
with a dedication to 
this grand style of 
music. In the timeless 
tradition of the States-
men Quartet and the 
Blackwood Brothers 
Quartet, the Dixie 
Echoes will continue 
to sing songs in such a 
manner that no one 
can miss a single word, 
not one distraction 
from hearing what the 
songwriter wanted to 
share.

 Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is 
located at 6768 SW 80th 
Street in Ocala – just 
off State Road 200.  For 
more information or 

directions, contact the 
church at 352-861-6182 

or visit our website at 
www.ccomc.org.

E njoying a ca-
sual evening at 
home, reclin-

ing in my favorite easy 
chair reading, while the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage was chatting 
on the telephone. I sel-
dom pay attention to 
phone conversations. 
After all, I only get one 
side of the conversa-
tion, which may be mis-
leading at the very best. 
I’ve been caught in that 
trap before with some 
pretty dire conse-
quences. I am not going 
to get caught again, if I 
can help it.

Then an odd phrase 
caught my attention: 
“plastic surgery.” My 
ears perked up and I 
heard my wife say, “I 
certainly agree with 
that article and I’m 
going to do some plastic 
surgery myself.”

Well, you can imagine 
what thoughts were rac-
ing through my head. 
When she hung up the 
telephone, I queried 
her about it.

In my book, plastic 
surgery is a big step.

“You do support me 

in this plastic surgery 
plan, don’t you?”

There are times to 
disagree with your 
spouse, but as a hus-
band for over 45 years, I 
have never discovered 
that time. Forcing a 
smile, I nodded in the 
affirmative and told her 
she had my full support 
in whatever she de-
cided.

I had to admit that 
the “time” had finally 
come to our humble 
abode. Who am I to 
fight it? I go by this 
motto, “He who smiles 
and agrees with his 
spouse lives to smile 
another day.”

I plan to smile until 
the day I die.

I never really thought 
about plastic surgery, 
but perhaps my wife 
was right. Perhaps she 
could use a little face-
lift. For me to get a face-
lift, the surgeon would 
need a huge construc-
tion crane. Then comes 
the awkward part, what 
do they do with my face 
after it was lifted?

Women, more than 
men, are a little sensi-

tive about their appear-
ance. For a man, 
“appearance” means he 
showed up. A woman 
has an altogether differ-
ent approach to the 
term “appearance.”

Some women look in 
the mirror and see 
where some improve-
ments could be made. 
For example, they see 
bags under their eyes 
that could not get 
through the airport car-
ry-on luggage size re-
quirement.

Then there is the 
problem with their 
nose, which could stand 
a little tweaking. For all 
practical purposes, one 
of those double chins 
has to go. Moreover, 
what woman couldn’t 
use a tummy tuck and 
other snippings of the 
flesh?

Believe me; I never 
would have brought it 
up, but if that makes my 
wife happy, then what-
ever it costs, we can put 
it on a credit card. The 
only problem with put-
ting something like this 
on a credit card is that 
by the time you pay it 
off you need another 
procedure.

But, she is worth it in 
my checkbook. I have 
no compunction what-

soever of writing out 
that check.

Each day I checked 
the appointment calen-
dar hanging on our re-
frigerator to find out 
when she would be 
going in for the surgery. 
Day after day, I looked, 
but could never find any 
appointment.

I supposed she was a 
little sensitive about the 
whole thing and did not 
want it staring at her 
day after day on the ap-
pointment calendar. 
Whatever the reason, 
she had my silent sup-
port, for all it was worth. 
I am sure she would do 
the same for me. That is 
what marriage is all 
about. Supporting one 
another in the develop-
ments of life, whatever 
that development might 
be.

I decided to tuck this 
little bit in the back of 
my mind and, however it 
developed would be all 
right with me.

One day this week, I 
went to the Slurp N’ 
Burp Café for a quiet 
lunch. The issue was far 
from my mind as I en-
joyed a delicious lunch. 
As I finished my last cup 
of coffee, the waitress 
brought my bill and I 
pulled my wallet out to 

pay for it.
In searching my wal-

let for a credit card I 
discovered, much to my 
chagrin, that there were 
no credit cards to be 
found. Somehow, I had 
lost my credit cards. 
Perhaps, in the morning 
when I was getting 
dressed they dropped 
out of my wallet as I was 
placing it in my trousers.

The problem with that 
theory was that all the 
other cards in my wallet 
were intact.

Fortunately, I had my 
cellphone and called 
my wife.

“Honey, I’ve lost all 
my credit cards. I’m 
here at the restaurant 
and I can’t find any 
credit cards in my wal-
let. Do you have any 
idea what I did with my 
credit cards?”

“I cut them all up."
“You did what?”
“You said you sup-

ported my plastic sur-
gery plan, didn’t you?”

“But, I thought...”
“You, thought what?”
Oh boy.
Dear reader: please 

disregard the first part 
of this column. If you 
happen to read my obit-
uary in next week’s 
newspaper, you will 
know that my lovely, vi-

vacious, eternally 
youthful wife did not 
disregard the first part 
and I’m currently Rest-
ing In Pieces.

I must confess that my 
hearing is good; it is my 
understanding that falls 
so far short. The only 
exercise I’m really good 
at is “jumping-to-con-
clusions.” 

This is common 
among many people 
who call themselves 
Christians. Their hear-
ing is good but their 
“doing” is not up to par.

The apostle James 
understood this truth 
quite well. He writes, 
“But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your 
own selves” (James 
1:22).

It is not so much what 
you hear that pays divi-
dends in life, but what 
you do.

The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellow-
ship. He lives with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage, in Ocala, 
34472. Call him at 352-
687-4240 or email james-
snyder2@att.net. The 
church website is www.
whatafellowship.com.
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 8075 SW Hwy. 200
 Ocala, FL • 352-304-8781
 2602 SW 19th Ave. Rd.

 Ocala, FL • 352-236-6809
 jerseymikes.com
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MASSAGE THERAPY
Specializing in Deep Tissue, Classic Swedish, Warm 

Bamboo and many other techniques to keep you well
Cupping, Dry Brushing

Fall Onto My Table!
$5 Off New Clients

with this ad

(352) 854-5969 / 207-4089
reikik8@gmail.com

8720 SW SR. 200 #3
Ocala, Fl 34481

Katlin Prendergast, LMT
MA# 47778, MM# 18951
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 CANINE DESIGN
 Pet Grooming Boutique

 $ 5 00  OFF
 FULL GROOMING

 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala • Dillon Plaza
 352-854-2350

 Kathy & Gabriel Naranjo, Owners
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 Medical Marijuana Use 
 in Marion County?

 Brief Lecture & Open 
 Discussion

 Medical Marijuana Use  Medical Marijuana Use 
 in Marion County? in Marion County?

 Brief Lecture & Open  Brief Lecture & Open 
 Discussion Discussion

 MONDAY
 OCT. 8

 6:00-7:00 P.M.

 CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT
 352-304-6433

 Brentwood at Fore Ranch
 Senior Living Community

 4511 SW 48th Ave., Ocala, FL 34474

 Dr. Josh Henry, MD will deliver a 
 brief lecture on the benefits of medical 

 “pot” and guide a Q & A session.
 Join us for light hors d’oeuvres and 

 refreshments.
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All Trips 
Escorted

352-840-0333
www.LauraKaneTravel.com

Call for our newsletter

#ST36723

DAY TRIPS:
10/20 Cedar Key Seafood Festival.................................$39
11/08 Run For Your Wife................................................$89
11/17 Winter Wondrettes................................................$99
12/03 Stetson Mansion in Deland..................................$99
12/20 Show Palace Christmas Special..........................$97

Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nts hotel, two $15 meal vouchers, $55 in freeplay.
*Inquire for holiday rates

Biloxi Ca$ino Tours

Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

Beau Rivage
$249 pp/dbl

Oct. 29-Nov. 01 & Dec. 03-06
Nov. 20-23 Thanksgiving*

Dec. 23-27 Christmas*
Gratuity for 

driver & hostess 
included!

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

Financial tip of the week: Pay attention

———n———

Dixie Echoes spread the Gospel through music

National Cheeseburger Day Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

Art classes announced
Oct. 3: Beginner Watercolor Basics 

 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.                               
Instructor: Susan Jane Donohoe
Cost: $35 plus $10 supply fee
Learn the basics of watercolor 

painting and how to control water-
color while working on specific proj-
ects.

Oct. 3: Intermediate Watercolor 
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.                               

Instructor: Susan Jane Donohoe
Cost: $45 plus $10 supply fee
This class is for students who have 

worked with watercolors but are ready 
to learn on a higher level.

Oct. 6: Pen and Ink Drawing Class 
10 a.m. – noon             

Instructor: Jan Obrebski
Cost: $25 - Please bring sketchbook, 

soft pencil and eraser.
Students will learn line & basic 

strokes, leading to tone building , tex-
ture & contrasts. Continuation classes 
leading to architectural, pets and 
landscapes will be available.

Oct. 17: Basket Weaving                                              
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.                               

Instructor: Meredith McCartan
Cost: $30 - plus $5 material fee
Students will learn three different 

weave patterns to construct a 8” x10” 

round basket. Please see tool list at 
registration.

Oct. 20           
Pendant Wire Sculpture           12:30 
p.m. - 3:30 p.m.                               

Instructor: Lynda Ryan
Cost: $55 includes all materials
Students will have enough supplies 

to complete a 2-inch project at home. 
Learn basic wire wrapping skills to 
complete a silver filled gemstone pen-
dant. Please bring flat nose, round pli-
ers and flush cutter.

Oct. 22-24: Stained Glass Beginners 
Night Light, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.                             

Instructor: Donna Josephson
Cost: $55 plus $22 supply fee
Beginner students will learn to cut 

glass, foil and solder in this three eve-
ning class.

Class sizes are limited. Times and 
fees vary. All materials are provided 
unless otherwise noted in the class de-
scription. Advance registration and 
payment by check or cash is recom-
mended. Call 352-445-8547. 

The Rainbow Springs artist Cooper-
ative is located at 20804 West Pennsyl-
vania Ave, Dunnellon,  and is open 
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.



Uniformed firefight-
ers from across the State 
of Florida will honor 
fallen firefighters with a 
pipes and drums display 
at the Ocala Downtown 
Square Thursday, Oct. 
11.

The event is sched-
uled from 8 to 9:30 p.m. 
and will include a short 
parade. Parade partici-
pants will make their 
way to the Downtown 
Square, where the fol-
lowing firefighters will 
be commemorated: Ste-
ven Terry, Hernando 
County Fire Rescue; Jef-
fery Atkinson, Tallahas-
see Fire Department; 
Daryel Richards, Holly-
wood Fire Rescue; Mi-
chael Camelo Jr., City of 
Cape Coral Fire Depart-
ment.  

Firefighters, active or 
retired, are encouraged 
to join the parade. Par-
ticipants will meet at the 
corner of SE Third Ave-
nue and Broadway at 7 
p.m. 

“For more than a de-

cade, men and women 
from around the State 
have united in down-
town Ocala to commem-
orate lives lost and 
delight passersby with a 
display of one the fire 
services oldest tradi-
tions – pipes and 
drums,” said Ocala Fire 
Rescue Chief Shane Al-
exander. “It is truly an 
honor to host this signifi-

cant ceremony in our 
city.” 

For more information 
about the Firefighter 
Memorial Celebration 
on the Square or The 
Florida Fallen Fire-
fighter Memorial, visit 
https://bit.ly/2pfVS1R or 
follow the Florida State 
Fire College on Face-
book at @FSFCOcala.
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Today’s
New Ads

RIVERFRONT AUC-
TION SATURDAY -

OCTOBER 6th -
10AM

AUCTION HELD ON 
SITE

At the End of
Mustang Drive,  
Dunnellon, FL

34432

PROPERTY
DETAILS

15Â± Acres offered 
in 2 parcels

Located directly on 
Withlacoochee

River

Includes lagoon
frontage

Parcel 1
5+/- Acres Offered 

ABSOLUTE to the last 
and highest bidder

Parcel 2
10+/- Acres - may be 
split into two tracts, 

5+/- Acres each

Auction Terms:
10% deposit due day 
of sale. Balance due 
at closing on or be-
fore 45 days. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

OTHER AUCTIONS

Frostproof
Real Estate Auction

SATUrday -
SEPT 29th - 10AM

Clermont
Commercial

Real Estate Auction
THURS -

OCT 4th - 10AM

Minneola
Restaurant Auction

THURS -
OCT 4th - 2PM

Ph: 813-321-5009
Saunders

Auctions.com

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

DUDLEY’S
� TUES. 9/24  8AM

OPEN AIR Furn., 
tools, household, 
Club car golfcart
� THURS  9/27  5

PM
Quality furn., art, 

jewelry, ParCar golf 
cart, Sleep Number 

beds & more!! 
dudleysauction.co

m
352-637-9588

4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 
Ab1667 Au2246

15% bp

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

RIVERFRONT
AUCTION

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 6th -

10AM

AUCTION HELD
ON SITE At the End 
of Mustang Drive,  

Dunnellon, FL
34432

PROPERTY
DETAILS

15Â± Acres offered 
in 2 parcels

Located directly on 
Withlacoochee

River

Includes lagoon
frontage

Parcel 1
5+/- Acres Offered 

ABSOLUTE to the last 
and highest  bidder

Parcel 2
10+/- Acres - may be 
split into two tracts, 

5+/- Acres each

Auction Terms:
10% deposit due day 
of sale. Balance due 

at closing on or
before 45 days. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

OTHER AUCTIONS

Frostproof
Real Estate

Auction
SAT - SEPT 29th -

10AM

Clermont
Commercial
Real Estate

Auction
THURS - OCT 4th -

10AM

Minneola
Restaurant

Auction
THURS - OCT 4th -

2PM

Ph: 813-321-5009
Saunders

Auctions.com

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

HONDA
2008 Accord EX-L

72,275 miles 
silver/black leather, 

automatic,
sunroof, $2,000 
352-358-0336

tacn@netscape.com

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

 10% Discount
 For New Clients

 Julie’s 
 Unique
 Hair Salon

 352.854.8444 8530 S W  103rd St. • Ocala

 Welc ome...

 Robin
 Our newest stylist!

 Call For Appointments

 00
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Proposed amendment would increase homestead 
property tax exemption; lower local revenues 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  This 
is the second story in a se-
ries that will continue 
over a period of weeks 
due to space constraints. 
This week is the first of 
the 13 proposed amend-
ments to the Florida Con-
stitution.

By DaviD Davis
Editor

C onstitutional 
Amendment 
No. 1 would 

change Article VII, Sec-
tion 6 and Article XII, 
Section 37. The ballot 
title states: Increased 
Homestead Property 
Tax Exemption would 
increase the homestead 
exemption by exempt-
ing the assessed valua-
tion of homestead 
property greater than 
$100,000 and up to 
$125,000 for all levies 
other than school dis-
trict levies. If passed, 
the amendment shall 
take effect Jan. 1, 2019. 

The full text of the 
proposed amendment is 

more than 1,000 words 
in length. The deadline 
for requesting mail-in 
ballots is 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 31.

Former County Com-
missioner Judy Johnson 
said at the Sept. 14 Fri-
day Forum meeting that 
every homeowner gets 
an exemption on the 
first $25,000. The next 
$25,000 is taxable to ev-
eryone. The valuation 
from $75,000 to $100,000 
is also exempt. The 
amendment would add 
a fourth exemption in 
the state constitution.

“All exemptions have 
to be in the constitution 
because that is where 
they were creat-ed,” she 
said.

The argument in 
favor of the proposal is 
that it would lessen the 
tax burden for about 65 
percent of the home-
owners in Florida and 
would result in a loss of 
about $650 million in 
revenue to local govern-
ments.

“Only people who 

have assessed valuation 
of more than $100,000 
would be eligible for 
this additional addi-
tion,” she said. “The 
school tax is exempted. 
They have made a con-
scious decision that 
they want to fully fund 
schools with local tax 
revenue.”

Another reason to 
vote in favor is that it 
will make home owner-
ship more affordable. It 
will help with tax bills, 
creates new incentives 
for home ownership 
and therefore stimu-
lates the economy. 

“Every time you build 
a new home, you also 
have things that go into 
that new home, so the 
economy is stimulated 
in more than one way,” 
she said. 

Folks arguing against 
the amendment say, 
“Wait a minute, local 
property taxes is the 
one tax reserved for 
city and county local 
government and the 
state cannot impose a 

property tax. If you de-
crease the amount of 
taxable value on which 
a city or county can as-
sess, you have reduced 
the amount of revenue 
available to your local 
government.”

In many cases, you re-
duce local revenue to 
the point of fewer pub-
lic services, reduced in-
frastructure and a 
change in the quality of 
life, Johnson said. “If 
your local government 
cannot generate enough 
revenue, you may not 
be able to have some of 
the things you may 
think of as being basic 
governmental services.”

She said this proposal 
is particularly import-
ant to those 14 counties 
that have reached the 
maximum millage rate 
of 10 mils, as stated in 
the constitution.

“Small counties have 
nowhere else to go for 
revenue sources,” she 
said. “The folks who 
argue against this 
amendment say small 

counties could be dra-
matically hurt by this 
amendment. And, they 
argue, Florida’s prop-
erty tax system is a 
mess already. Why 
would we want to in-
crease the mess we al-
ready have.” 

Johnson said to vote 
“yes” for an increase in 
property tax exemption 
to pay less tax.

“If you believe the 
taxes you currently pay 
are not outrageous and 
that you want to con-
tinue providing the 
local government re-
sources, you vote ‘no.’”

Amendments No. 1 
and No. 2 were placed 
on the ballot by the 
state Legislature.

Johnson encouraged 
voters to vote by mail so 
they can read the mea-
sures in the quiet of 
their homes and discuss 
the issues with spouses, 
friends or neighbors.

“The estimate is that 
if you go into the voting 
booth and have to read 
the titles of these, it will 

take you a half-hour to 
vote,” she said. “It’s 
going to be a long ballot. 
It’s go-ing to be an in-
volved ballot, so let’s do 
our homework.”

She suggested visiting 
website bereadytovote.
org, the official voter 
service initiative of the 
League of Women Vot-
ers of Florida Educa-
tion Fund. 

The proposed 
changes to the state 
constitution came from 
the Constitutional Revi-
sion Commission, which 
meets every 20 years, 
from the state Legisla-
ture, by citizen initia-
tives or the Taxation 
and Budget Reform 
Commission.

The Legislature can 
place anything it wants 
on the ballot with a 
three-fifths vote. 

The Legislature put 
three amendments on 
the ballot. They do not 
have to go through the 
governor or the Florida 
Supreme Court for ap-
proval.

SPCA has pets
Ms. Caroline is one of sev-

eral ladies dumped in the 
woods of Ocklawaha. She is 
a cuddle bug She wants to 
sit in your lap and purr. She 
is outgoing and trusting. She 
is a 5-month-old calico, and 
5 pounds of love waiting for 
you.

Jesse is a knee-high 40-50 
pound Black Mouth Cur. He 
is about 8 or 9 years old with 
a little arthritis, but other-
wise very healthy. He is pa-
tient, affectionate, loyal, not 
a barker. He is neutered 
with all his shots up to date. 
His mommy was in hospice 
and he stayed by her side. 
Can you give this loving dog 
a home?

Don’t forget Bunco is 
back. The date is Saturday, 
Nov. 3, at the Arbor Confer-
ence Center, Suites E 
through H. The doors open 
at 11:30 so you will have 
time for lunch. Tickets are 
$25 each. Jackie Ludmer 
will be pleased to answer 
any questions and take your 
order for tickets. Her num-
ber is 352-304-8124

If you are interested in 
becoming a member, we 
hold monthly meetings the 
third Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. We are located at 
the OZK building on 200 be-
fore the entrance to On Top 
Of The World on the second 
floor. All are welcome.

Ocala hosting parade 
to honor fallen 

Florida firefighters

arrangements, quilts, 
paintings, and a large 
assortment of holiday 
decorations will be on 
sale. Admission to this 
event is free and open to 
the public. No pets, 
please.

Compassion & 
Choices

Ocala Chapter of Com-
passion & Choices will 
have an interactive pre-
sentation about End-of-
Life Concerns at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 6, at Mas-
ter the Possibilities in 
Live Oak Hall by Lynda 
Spence, a member of 
the Extension Faculty in 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences for the Univer-
sity of Florida. This 

should be very interest-
ing so bring your family, 
friends and strangers. 
Register at masterthe-
possibilities.org or call 
352-854-3699.

Sunday, Oct. 7
Chamber Music 

Society
The Marion Chamber 

Music Society presents 
Ensemble D’Amore fea-
turing Ocala’s own 
Charles McGee (oboe) 
Sunday, Oct. 7. The 
group includes violins, 
viola, cello, clarinet and 
oboe. This concert 
marks the debut perfor-
mance of Ensemble 
D’Amore, performing 
works by Mozart and 
Puccini. The concert is 
at 3 p.m., at Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church, 
6455 SW SR 200, Ocala. 
The concert is spon-

sored in part by a grant 
from the Marion Cul-
tural Alliance. MCMS 
con-certs: Always Ex-
ceptional, Always Free. 
For more information 
call 352-867-1340 or visit 
us at marionchamber-
music.com.

Monday, Oct. 9
United Church of 

Christ
A Bereavement Sup-

port Group will start 
Monday, Oct. 9, from 
10:30 a.m. to noon at 
First Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
on 7171 SW State Road 
200 in Ocala. This group 
will meet for six consec-
utive weekly meetings. 
We’ll be using the excel-
lent program developed 
by Rev. Dr. Blair Stew-
art. His manual is avail-
able at Amazon, but 

purchase is not neces-
sary to participate. Cof-
fee and cake will be 
served. Participation is 
free and open to all. To 
RSVP and for more in-
formation please call 
Teddy at (352) 368-9927, 
email flaury@cox.net or 
visit facebook.com/Ocal-
aCongregationalChurch 
to see this event.

Saturday, Oct. 13
Lions Flee Market
The Ocala 200 Lions 

Club will be holding a 
Flea Market Oct. 13 
(rain date Oct. 20) from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bank of 
the Ozarks at 8375 SW 
Highway 200. There will 
be a variety of vendors 
on hand as well as food/
drink available for sale 
by the Dunnellon Lions 
Club. 

The Ocala 200 Lions 
Club will offer free dia-

betic screening during 
the same hours. 

You are invited to join 
us for this fundraising 
event. As always, all pro-
ceeds generated by the 
Lions Clubs will be used 
for community projects 
throughout the year. 

For more information, 
please call 352-861-2930. 

Sunday, Oct. 14
Challah cooking class

If you love challah 
(egg bread) or just want 
to see if you would love 
it, and we are sure you 
will, please join in at 
our first cooking class at 
Congregation Beth Sho-
lom.  It will be Sunday, 
Oct. 14 at 1:30 p.m. in 
Kellner Auditorium be-
hind the Synagogue at 
92 Civic Circle in Bev-
erly Hills. Everyone, 
Jewish or not, is invited 
to participate.

 Cost is only $10 per 
person, and you will 
learn the traditions of 
challah, learn how to 
bake the challah, and 
best part, will get to take 
it home and enjoy eating 
it. 

If any questions, or to 
reserve your place at 
the class, please call 
Sue Pellegrino at 352-
513-4167 as soon as pos-
sible.

Countryside Church 
Concert

Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church Concert 
Arts Series Oct. 14 at 3 
p.m. Donna Topp and 
Shirley Wang will give a 
4-handed piano perfor-
mance of light classical 
music. In addition, Shir-
ley, classical soprano, 
will sing selections 
Brahms, Faure and  

LANDING
Continued from Page A11

See CONCERT/Page A16



Golden Ocala Golf & 
Equestrian Club is set 
to host The 2018 Rob-
erts Cup Invitational, 
an annually renowned 
tournament that bears 
the name of the person 
who bought the 
1,200-plus-acre desti-
nation in receivership. 
It will run from Thurs-
day, Oct. 25, through 

Sunday, Oct. 28. 
 The Roberts Cup is a 

72-hole team event that 
includes: Three tour-
nament rounds (better 
ball of partners)

Mid-Amateur Divi-
sion (must be at least 
25 years old; open to 
Seniors)

Senior Division 
(must be at least 50 
years old)

Team entry fees are 
$1,100 for four rounds 
of golf, a tee gift, three 
breakfasts, two din-
ners, an awards lun-
cheon, a concert and 
guest speakers. Regis-
tration is open until 
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 
and must include an 
entry form and a re-
sume of playing 
achievements that are 
to be reviewed by a 
committee for selec-
tion. Interested parties 
can access entry forms 
at GoldenOcala.com/
Venue-and-Events/
Golf-Outings. Dues 
should be sent to 
Golden Ocala c/o Golf 
Director Ryan Gray — 
8300 NW 31st Lane 
Road, Ocala, FL 34482. 

The itinerary for The 
Roberts Cup is: 

Oct. 25 
Villa check-in and 

play registration; prac-
tice rounds at players’ 
convenience 

Oct. 26 
Breakfast from 6:30 

a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Round One Split Tee 

from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Lunch following play 
Evening concert 
Oct. 27 
Breakfast from 6:30 

a.m. to 9 a.m. 

Round 2 split tee 
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch and short 
game following play 

Players-only dinner 
with guest speakers at 
7 p.m. 

Oct. 28 
Breakfast from 6:30 

a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
Final round at 8:30 

a.m. 
Awards luncheon fol-

lowing play 
Player departure 
For more informa-

tion on The Roberts 
Cup, as well as to re-
serve Golden Ocala for 
a corporate golf event 
or fundraiser, contact 
Gray at Ryan.Gray@
GoldenOcala.com or 
(352) 402-4345. 

About Golden Ocala 
Golf & Equestrian Club

Golden Ocala is a 
1,200-plus-acre desti-
nation of champion-
ship golf and tennis, a 
world-class equestrian 
center, luxury living 
and much more — 
packaged into a one-of-
a-kind gated 
community and located 
among the rolling hills 
of North Central Flor-
ida, otherwise known 
as Horse Country. With 
a variety of elite mem-
berships and exclusive 
benefits, Golden Ocala 
is known as a premier 
venue for all occasions. 
It is located at 4090 
NW 84th Court in 
Ocala. Call (352) 629-
6229. Online at Golde-
nOcala.com.
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 Experts agree that increasing 
 awareness, education and
 support is the best way to 
 encourage early detection
 and life-saving outcomes.
 You can help raise
 awareness of the
 disease with
 advertising
 in this section. 

 To Secure
 Your Spot
 in Our
 Breast Cancer
 Awareness
 Section, Call
 (352) 564-2957.

 Make It Your 
 Business
 to Help Beat 
 Breast Cancer

 Advertising Deadline: Friday, September 28, 2018
 Publication Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018

 BREAST CANCER  AWARENESS
 A Special Section from
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 COMPUTER REPAIR
 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Suite S, Ocala

 352-861-1584

 SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS
 Looking to put more Pep in your PC’s step?

 Ask us about these PC upgrades and a   10% discount with this Ad
 Memory - Hard Drives - Solid State Drives - CPU’s - Video Cards - PC Cleanup

 BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL - IN-SHOP OR AT YOUR LOCATION

 W E  S ELL  A ND  S ERVICE  B RAND  N AMES , C USTOM  C OMPUTERS , 
 L APTOPS , M ACS  A ND  P ARTS 00

0U
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 HANDYMAN

 Have A Job? Call Me.
 352-454-6427

 G G entle
 G iant

 • Screen Repair
 • Flooring
 • Fencing
 • Tree Removal
 • Home Restoration

 00
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 Will Work With
 House Flippers

   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES
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 HANDYMAN

 • Home Maintenance/
 Repair

 • Lawn & Garden
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc....

 Weekend Warrior
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106

 “Let Me Do All 
 Your Chores”

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 CRC058138
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 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 Starting at Starting at

 * * *

 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 P RIVACY
 S CREEN

 A VAILABLE
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 BLIND REPAIR

 I LOVE TO FIX BLINDS
 Verticals, honeycombs, solar, etc.

 Manual or motorized.
 I’ll beat anyone’s prices 

 and respond within 24 hours.

 Call 352-432-2212 00
0U
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000UGSI

 $ 49 99
 Expires 09/30/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 10% OFF
 Completed

 Repairs

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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 PAINTING

 Eric: (352) 406-1232
 Alex: (352) 973-7317

 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • LICENSED & INSURED

 • Professional 
 Service

 • Satisfaction 
 Guarantee *FREE QUOTE*

 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION   Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

ADVERTISING

TO
ADVERTISE

Call
854-3986

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper 
covering news of communities west of Ocala, including Fore 
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, 
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms, Golden Hills

Problems getting the Messenger? If your community is listed 
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are 
having trouble getting the paper from boxes around the State 
Road 40 and U.S. Highway 27 areas, call 854-3986.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in 
Ocala, Fla. 34477.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986      Fax 352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon FL 34432
Editor - David Davis (352) 854-3986
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August unemployment rate drops 
The unemployment rate in the Ca-

reerSource Citrus Levy Marion region 
was 4.7 percent in August, down 0.2 
percentage point over the month and 
half a percent lower than the same 
time last year. 

The labor force was 200,461, an in-
crease of 1,819 over the year. The 
number of those with jobs was 191,065, 
up 2,835 compared to August 2017, and 
there were 9,396 unemployed, 1,016 
fewer than the same time last year. 

According to today’s release of the 
August employment summary by the 
Florida Department of Economic Op-
portunity, Levy County continues to 
hold the lowest jobless rate in the re-
gion at 4.1 percent, down 0.2 percent-
age point, followed by Marion County 
at 4.5 percent, down 0.2 percent, and 
Citrus County at 5.3 percent, a drop of 
0.3 percent. Florida’s not seasonally 
adjusted jobless rate – a measure that 
matches the way local rates are calcu-
lated – is 3.8 percent, a decrease of 0.2 
percentage point over the month and 
down from 4.3 percent a year ago.

Nonfarm employment in the Ocala/
Marion County metropolitan statisti-
cal area was 104,800 in August, an in-
crease of 3,100 jobs over the year for a 
job growth rate of 3.0 percent. 

The Homosassa Springs MSA’s non-
farm employment was 33,500, an in-
crease of 1,000 new jobs in nonfarm 
employment over the month for a 3.1 
percent job growth rate.

For the sixth consecutive month, the 

Ocala MSA had the fastest annual job 
growth rate compared to all other 
metro areas in the state in education 
and health services, at 5.9 percent. 
The Ocala MSA continued to post the 
third fastest annual job growth rate 
compared to other metros in manufac-
turing, at 7.2 percent.

Over the year, the Homosassa 
Springs metro continued to post the 
fastest job growth rate compared to all 
metros in government at 4.7 percent.

CareerSource CLM’s CEO Rusty 
Skinner said that in looking at the 
numbers, “what’s important to look at 
is the growth experienced over the 
year.”

“We should not stress about short-
term variations in the seasonally un-
adjusted numbers,” he said. “To gauge 
how well the economy is doing, we 
need to look at the picture from last 
year to this.”

Marion County’s labor force shrank 
by 1,427 over the month to 135,541, the 
number of those with jobs decreased 
by 1,026 to 129,437, and the number of 
unemployed fell by 401 to 6,104. Com-
pared to August 2017, when the unem-
ployment rate was 5.1 percent, the 
labor force has expanded by 1,871, fu-
eled by an increase of 2,577 in the 
number of employed and a drop of 706 
in the number of jobless.

Citrus County labor force grew by 
375 to 48,065, the number of employed 
rose by 493 to 45,457, while the num-
ber of unemployed fell by 118 to 2,608. 

Compared to August 2017, when the 
jobless rate was 5.9 percent, that’s an 
increase of 158 with jobs and a de-
crease of 238 unemployed.  

Levy County’s labor force remained 
virtually unchanged, slipping by 18 to 
16,855, the number of those with jobs 
rose by 17 to 16,171 and the number of 
unemployed decreased by 35 to 684. 
That’s an over-the-year increase of 100 
in the number of employed and drop 
of 72 in the number of jobless com-
pared to when the unemployment rate 
was 4.5 percent. 

According to the employment data 
for August, unemployment rates fell in 
64 counties and remained the same in 
three. 

Citrus County’s unemployment rate 
tied with Highlands County for the 
fourth highest rate among Florida’s 
counties, Marion County moved up 
two spots to reclaim the 12th highest 
rate and Levy County tied with six 
other counties with the 22nd highest 
rate.

Among the metro areas, the Homo-
sassa Springs/Citrus County MSA had 
the second highest rate behind The 
Village’s 5.5 percent and the Ocala 
MSA continued to hold the fifth high-
est rate.

The Ocala MSA’s nonfarm employ-
ment of 104,800 reflected an increase 
of 1,000 jobs over the month and 3,100 
compared to August 2017.  

In addition to education and health 
services (1,100 new jobs for a 5.9 per-

cent growth rate) and manufacturing 
(600 new jobs for a 7.2 percent growth 
rate), industries that grew faster in the 
Ocala metro area than statewide over 
the year were leisure and hospitality 
(700 new jobs, +5.6 percent growth 
rate); professional and business ser-
vices (400 jobs, +4.4 percent); trade, 
transportation and utilities (400 jobs, 
+1.7 percent); and government (100 
jobs, +0.7 percent). 

Industries losing jobs over the year 
were mining, logging and construction 
(-100); and financial activities (-100 
jobs). 

Information and other services 
were unchanged over the year.

In addition to the 3.1 percent over-
the-month job growth rate for the Ho-
mosassa Springs MSA, the metro area 
added 200 jobs compared to August 
2017 for an over-the-year rate increase 
of0.6 percent.

Nonfarm payroll employment in the 
Homosassa Springs MSA was 32,400, 
down 1,400 jobs over the month but an 
increase of 200 jobs (+0.6 percent) 
compared to July 2017.  

In July, the Homosassa Springs MSA 
posted the second fastest annual job 
growth rate compared to all other 
Florida metros in government at 3.1 
percent. In August, the metro’s 4.7 
percent in government was the state’s 
fastest rate among metros.

The region’s employment summary 
for September will be released Friday, 
Oct. 19.

Gist scarfs are on display
The work of artist 

Lauri Gist is on display  
through Friday, Oct. 19, 
in the upper level of 
the Dorothea Jerome 
Building at the College 
of Central Florida Cit-
rus Campus, 3800 S. 
Lecanto Highway, Le-
canto.  

Gist is a self-trained 
artist and ordained 
Unity Minister and 
started painting silks 
to help loosen up her 

oil techniques. She 
holds a dual Bachelor 
of Arts in Comparative 
Religion and Spiritual-
ity. 

She resides in Inver-
ness with her husband 
and creates custom de-
signed and hand-
painted silks, which 
help people manifest 
their dreams. 

“We have the power 
to draw to us that 
which we think, feel, 

say and do, and espe-
cially what we focus 
on,” said Gist. “These 
textiles have the abil-
ity to help us manifest 
the desires of our 
hearts.”  

The exhibit is free 
and may be viewed 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To learn about other 
events at CF, visit 
CF.edu. 

Roberts Cup Invitational 
is coming in October



Test your knowledge 
while enjoying socializ-
ing with friends. Come 
join us Tuesday, Oct. 9, 
in Kellner Auditorium 
at 92 Civic Circle, Bev-
erly Hills (behind Beth 
Sholom Synagogue 
Building) for our 
monthly trivia night. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Game begins at 7 p.m. 
Our previous Trivia 
Nights were very suc-
cessful. 

Cost is only $10 per 
person. There will be 
light snacks, water and 
iced tea provided. Feel 
free to BYOB! Prizes to 
first and second place 
teams will be a percent-
age of money taken 
in. An extra is a 50/50 
raffle.

Form your own team 
of 4 to 10 people. Don’t 
have a team? Let us 
know when you make 
your reservation and we 
will help you create one. 

For reservations or 
more information, con-
tact Sherry Wilson: 352-
270-3339, or email to: 
sherrywilson088@gmail.
com. Reservations sug-
gested by Sunday, Oct. 7.
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 LARGE GROUPS WELCOME        SHOTGUN STARTS AVAILABLE

 352-401-6940 •  2201 Northwest 21st St.

 Book Tee Times Online www.pineoaksocala.com
 Call For Your Tee Time

 COUPON REQUIRED

 WMM  RLN  SMC  Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10-15-18

 7-DAYS-A-WEEK 

 FOURSOME SPECIAL
 $ 80 00  Valid

 After 
 9AM

 Must have
 4 players.

 +tax

 All inclusive: 18 holes of golf, golf carts & hot dog lunch special

 COUPON REQUIRED

 2 PLAYER SPECIAL
 $ 40 00

 +tax

 Valid
 After 
 9AM

 Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10-15-18

 18 holes, 7 days a week. Includes 18 holes, 1 cart
 WMM  RLN  SMC
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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E
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) Your Aries charm helps 
persuade others to listen to 
your proposal. But it’s still a 
long way from acceptance, 
unless you can stand up to 
the tough questions that are 
set to follow.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) Plan to share a weekend 
getaway from all the pres-
sures of your hectic workaday 
world with a very special 
someone. You could be pleas-
antly surprised at what devel-
ops.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Your keen insight once 
again helps you handle a 
challenging situation with a 
clearer perception of what it’s 
really all about. What you 
learn helps you make a diffi-
cult decision.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) If you want to steer clear 
of getting involved in a new 
family dispute, say so. Your 
stand might cause hurt feel-
ings for some, but overall, 
you’ll be respected for your 
honesty.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Expect recognition for your 
efforts in getting a project 
into operation. Besides the 
more practical rewards, your 
Lion’s heart will be warmed 
by the admiration of your 
colleagues.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) Set aside time to 
rid yourself of clutter that 
might well be drawing down 
your creative energies. Con-
sider asking someone to help 
you decide what stays and 
what goes.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) A colleague 
could make a request that 
might place you in an awk-
ward position with co-work-
ers. Best advice: Share your 
concerns with an associate 
you can trust.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Your energy 
levels are way up, allowing 
you to take on the added 
challenge of a task you’ve 
been hoping to secure. Ex-
pect this move to lead to an 
important opportunity.

SAGITTARIUS (Novem-
ber 22 to December 21) Your 
continuing sense of confi-
dence in what you’ve set out 
to do gives encouragement to 
others. Expect to see more 
people asking to add their ef-
forts to yours.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) You might 
think it would be best to re-
ject a suggestion that others 
insist would be unworkable. 
But you might be surprised 
by what you find if you give it 
a chance.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Changing a de-
cision might disappoint some 
people, but the important 
thing is that you be honest 
with yourself. Don’t go ahead 
with anything you have 
doubts about.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) There could be 
some fallout from an emo-
tional confrontation that you 
really should deal with before 
moving on. Best to start fresh 
with a clean, clear slate.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your 
honesty not only helps you 
make decisions for yourself, 
but also helps others find the 
right choices for themselves.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Syndicate, Inc.

men who have fallen 
into the hands of our na-
tion’s foes. In the face of 
evils these brave people 
endure the grim burdens 
they are forced to bear.

“Please give them the 
courage and hope and 
never-failing confidence 
in you lord. We ask that 
the day will soon arrive 
when we can all cele-
brate their release and 
return home.

“Please give all of us 
who wait and hope in 
the face of every disap-
pointment, the will to 
persevere in and cause 
of peace and the wisdom 
to conquer hate with 
love, and every doubt 
with renewed faith.”

Unit Commander, re-
tired Navy Cdr. Roxanne 
D. Tweedy led North 
Marion Young Marines: 
YM Sgt. Ethan C. Scott, 
YM Lance Cpl. Leon 
Lam, YM Lance Cpl. 
Lincoln Lam, YM Lance 
Cpl. Mckenna Burke, 
YM Pfc. Logan Marti and 
YM Recruit Christopher 
Carter, set the “ceremo-
nial table for one” as 
Heidi Brown read the 
script. Adults present 
with the Young Marines 
were Kaitlynn Scott, 
Shannon Parsons and 
Mary French.

“The table before you 
is a place of honor. It is 
set for one. This table is 
our way of symbolizing 
the fact that members of 
our profession of arms 
are missing from our 
midst. They are com-
monly called POWs or 
MIAs, we call them 
“Brothers.” They are un-
able to be with us this 
evening and so we re-
member them.

“This Table set for one 
is small — Symbolizing 
the frailty of one pris-

oner alone against his 
oppressors. Remember!”

Tweedy rang a bell one 
time after Brown 
said, “remember.” 

“The Tablecloth is 
white — Symbolizing the 
purity of their intentions 
to respond to their coun-
try’s call to arms. Re-
member! 

“The single Red Rose 
displayed in a vase re-
minds us of the families 
and loved ones of our 
comrades-in-arms who 
keep the faith awaiting 
their return. Remember! 

“The Red Ribbon tied 
so prominently on the 
vase is reminiscent of 
the red ribbon worn 
upon the lapel and 
breasts of thousands 
who bear witness to 
their unyielding deter-
mination to demand a 
proper accounting of our 
missing. Remember! 

“The Candle, the can-
dle is lit — Symbolizing 
the upward reach of 
their unconquerable 
spirit. Remember!

“A Slice of Lemon is 
on the bread plate to re-
mind us of their bitter 
fate. Remember! 

“There is Salt upon 
the bread plate — Sym-
bolic of the families 
tears as they wait. Re-
member! 

“The Glass is inverted 
— They cannot toast 
with us this night. Re-
member!

“The Chair — The 
chair is empty. They are 
not here. Remember!

“Remember! — All of 
you who served with 
them and called them 
comrades, who de-
pended upon their might 
and aid, and relied upon 
them, for surely, they 
have not forsaken you. 
Remember!

“Remember! — Until 
the day they come home, 
Remember!”

MIA
Continued from Page A1

North Marion Young Marines stand at attention after setting the place setting on the ceremonial  "table for 
one" during the MIA/POW remembrance ceremony Saturday at VFW Post 4781.

A model of the Vietnam Women's Memorial at VFW 
Post 4781 Saturday.

Heidi Brown, left, Marygrace Felt and Barbara Priest 
at the MIA/POW remembrance ceremony Saturday 
at VFW Post 4781.

Heidi Brown salutes Young Marine Sgt. Ethan C. Scott after presenting him with a MIA/POW challenge coin 
Saturday in appreciation for participation in the MIA/POW remembrance ceremony at VFW Post 4781.

Photos contributed by Joyce Sample.

New trivia game 
in town

Monthly Trivia will 
usually take place on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month (next date: Nov. 
13).
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G enerally, when I have writ-
er's block as I professed to 
last week, it's because there 

is something else on my mind of 
which I do not want to write.

This week, I caved and am writing 
about the nomination process of Su-
preme Court nominee Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh — not about the judge — 
but the process.

I tried watching Senate hearings in 
years long gone. I don’t remember 
what they were about because they 
put me to sleep. They were dull. The 
governing body indeed was the 
world’s most deliberative body with 
its parliamentary proceedings 
steeped in rules and tradition. I do 
not know if there was mutual respect 
among senators in times past, but 
courtesy and decorum seemed to 
rule.

But all of that seemed to disappear 
within the first 10 seconds after the 
Senate Judicial Committee hearing 
of Judge Brett Kavanaugh was gav-
eled into session. 

When nomination hearings began, 
I thought I knew the outcome. The 
Judiciary Committee would pass Ka-
vanaugh’s nomination to the full Sen-
ate on a party line vote and he would 
then be confirmed by another vote 
along party lines.

Kavanaugh was not impressive, but 
it wasn’t necessary because the 
whole thing was just for show, I 
thought.

Nomination hearings are billed as  
job interviews. I would like to have 
an interview in which I could answer 
every question by saying, “it is prece-
dent” or “settled law.”

President Donald Trump made it 
clear during his campaign that he 
would nominate judges to the Su-
preme Court who would vote to over-

turn Roe v. Wade and like him or not, 
the president has made good, or 
tried, to make good on all of his 
promises. Also, the Republican Party 
has run on the promise of overturn-
ing Roe v. Wade for the past 40 years. 
Republicans now have the Senate, 
House of Representatives, White 
House and most out houses through-
out the land. So, why pretend? Just 
state your intentions, step back and 
dare Democrats to try to stop the pro-
cess.

Democrats might stop Kavanaugh, 
but they cannot stop all nominees 
and were I President Trump, every-
one on that list of 25 recommenda-
tions from the Federalist Society 
would be lined up one behind the 
other.

It didn’t surprise me that Demo-
crats opposed Kavanaugh’s nomina-
tion, but I thought they would at least 
wait until Sen. Chuck Grassley fin-
ished introductions.

Now enters Dr. Christine Blasy 
Ford who accused Kavanaugh of sex-
ual assault when they were in high 
school. For readers of the West Mar-
ion Messenger, she will testify tomor-
row. For readers of the South Marion 
Citizen, she testified yesterday. Two 
people’s names are going to be 
dragged through the mud and the 
whole affair would be funny if it was 
not so sad. 
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20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
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Your view

Senate nomination hearings
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

I read in the Florida Policy Institute 
brief that now 2.86 Million Floridians 
are UNINSURED.

They have no health insurance.
Over 2 million live below the poverty 

line.
Thank you Governor Scott who threw 

away Medicaid and brags about how 
many jobs he created.

It is ridiculous that we can have the 
Republican Party lower taxes on the 
wealthy, increase our national deficit 
and yet our own citizens who are not 
gazillionaires are thrown away and do 
not have health insurance.

Vote with your conscience in Novem-
ber, people.

Lynn Miller 
OTOW
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Trump is not 
benefiting 
from the 
economic 

boom
P resident Donald Trump is 

showing that it’s possible to 
preside over a period of 

peace and prosperity and still be nota-
bly unpopular.

Over the past several months, 
Trump has opened even more of a 
wedge between the largely benign ma-
terial conditions in the country and 
his own political standing, which is 
precarious and appears to be sliding 
backward. This isn’t how it’s supposed 
to work.

Republican politicos believed, rea-
sonably enough, that last year’s tax 
cuts would stoke growth and create a 
good-news backdrop for Republicans 
in the midterms. The substantive part 
of this theory has worked swimmingly, 
with headlines about middle-class in-
comes increasing over $61,000 for the 
first time, blue-collar jobs growing at 
their fastest clip in 30 years, and 
small-business confidence reaching 
an all-time high.

The only flaw is that the drumbeat 
of good news has coincided, lately, 
with a drop in Trump’s numbers. In 
much of the recent polling, he’s 
dipped back under 40 percent. He 
hasn’t done this with any spectacular 
misstep. What Trump has done, pre-
dictably, week after week, is mess up 
the easy stuff.

It’s not hard -- through gritted teeth 
and insincerely, if necessary -- to say 
the appropriate things about an Amer-
ican hero upon his passing.

It’s not hard to limit your tweets on 
the morning of Sept. 11, for just a few 
hours, to the topic of the anniversary 
of the attacks.

It’s not hard to avoid attacking your 
own attorney general in public, in an 
escalating fashion meant to inflict the 
greatest possible humiliation.

It’s not hard to avoid throwing 
around the word “TREASON” loosely 
or to muse about changing the libel 
laws to exact retribution on your crit-
ics.

Any president grapples with the fact 
that he can’t control events; Trump 
grapples with the fact that he can’t 
control himself. It’s not as though any 
one thing -- the Stormy Daniels affair, 
the Cohen plea deal, the securi-
ty-clearance controversy, the Omarosa 
book, etc., etc. -- is as consequential as 
it’s portrayed, but one damn thing 
after another adds up.

Trump has an amazing ability, 
through the force of his personality 
and his mediagenic provocations, to 
blot out the sun. He wouldn’t be presi-
dent without this quality. It’s just that, 
given the positive state of the country, 
less blotting and more sun are called 
for.

Some caveats: Presidential popular-
ity means something different in the 

See LOWRY/Page A11

Vote your conscience 

in November

age of Trump. He won 
election in 2016 with a fa-
vorable rating below 40 
percent in many polls, so 
a return to that level may 
be less debilitating for 
him than prior presi-
dents.

It’s not as though he’s 
creating controversies in 
an otherwise placid envi-
ronment. He is con-
fronted with an inflamed 
opposition, an extremely 
hostile press corps and a 
wide-ranging, aggressive 
special counsel investi-
gation.

Finally, it is still possi-
ble that garden-variety 
Republicans will find a 
way to distinguish them-
selves from Trump this 
year.

All that said, business 
is booming, and yet the 
president who is presid-
ing over the good times -- 
and signed the tax 
package that has boosted 
the recovery further -- 
isn’t enjoying their full 
political benefit.

An economic boom is a 
terrible thing to waste. 

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.
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That’s all I know. Ev-
erything else is merely 
speculation and by ev-
erything is all said and 
done, only a handful of 
people will know the 
truth.

I know one other 
thing. Senators often say 
they have to do or not do 
something for the Ameri-
can people, they owe it to 
the American people or 
the American people 
elected us to do our jobs. 

I say, Senator, don’t 
blame this mess on me.

One other thing, I keep 
hearing grownups 
lament about how bad 
kids are nowadays. Kids 
now aren't any worse 
now than when they 
were at any other time in 
history. But, if they are, 
maybe they've been 
watching the Senate on 
C-SPAN. 

MOLEHILLS
Continued from Page A6

Farm bill: Congress’ 
failure to act puts 
producers at risk  

By Cora Fox
Center for Rural Affairs

The current farm bill will expire on 
Sept. 30. Congress has a handful of days 
to make an important decision, and 
they have three options: to pass a final 
farm bill, extend the 2014 farm bill, or 
let the farm bill expire.

At this point, swift passage of a final 
farm bill before the Sept. 30 deadline 
seems unlikely. Yet, Congress has been 
unable to reach consensus. In the ab-
sence of a new farm bill, it is impera-
tive that lawmakers extend current 
legislation.

Farmers and ranchers across the 
country rely on important programs 
that will sunset without an extension of 
the 2014 farm bill. 

More than $1 billion in available fed-
eral funding for a host of programs will 
be inaccessible. Support for beginning 
farmers, veterans, conservation, local 
food production, more will be aban-
doned – and Congress is culpable. 

Ignorance might be bliss for law-
makers in D.C. – far removed from the 
producers who are struggling to make 
ends meet. But, failure to take action 
and extend the farm bill is a disser-
vice to America’s farmers and ranch-
ers. 

Congress must act responsibly, set 
aside differences, and recognize that 
an extension will give producers the 
stability they need while farm bill ne-
gotiations continue.

Established in 1973, the Center for 
Rural Affairs is a private, nonprofit orga-
nization working to strengthen small 
businesses, family farms and ranches, 
and rural communities through ac-
tion-oriented programs addressing social, 
economic and environmental issues.

———n———

Happenings
Friday, Sept. 28

GODScience
Dramatic chemical 

demonstrations are dis-
played in the GOD-
science program that will 
be presented at North 
Oak Baptist Church Sept. 
28 at 6 p.m. Stephen Wil-
son, founder and pre-
senter of the GODscience 
ministry  received  his 
college education and 
graduated from Tampa 
Tech in 1988 and Western 
Carolina University in 
1994. It was in 1997 that 
he founded and began 
the Miracle Of Science  
an educational science 
program that has been 
presented in 800 plus 
public schools, 350  
churches, Christian 
schools and camps. This 

exciting program is 
open to anyone who 
wishes to see the power 
of God displayed. North 
Oak Baptist Church is 
located at the intersec-
tion of North Citrus 
Springs Boulevard and 
North Elkcam Boule-
vard in Citrus Springs. 
Call 352-489-1688 for 
more information.

Saturday, Sept. 29
Arts and Crafts Show

Come visit many 
unique venders. Hand-
made items, gift ideas, 
raffle, bake sale, re-
freshments and much 
more from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, 
at Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church, 7768 SW 
State Road 200. Visit 
countrysideocala.org or 
call 352- 237-4633.

Kraft Bazaar
Saturday Sept. 29, 9 

a.m. - 1 p.m., Kraft Ba-
zaar, Sweetwater Oaks. 
Many Handmade, 
unique items.

Start your Christmas 
Shopping early, 3151 
NW 44th Ave. Ven-dors 
call Terri 513-253-9918 

Altar and Rosary 
Society

The Altar & Rosary 
Society of St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church 
will be holding a huge 
flea market Saturday, 
Sept. 29, in Father 
Stegeman Hall located 
at 7525 U.S. Hwy. 41 in 
Dunnellon, from 8 -1. 
Many items will be for 
sale including the fa-
mous jewelry boutique. 
Light refreshments will 
be available for a nomi-
nal fee.

Events at Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 4781

VFW Post 4781
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a 
non-smoking facility.

Monday:  Bingo is 
played in the hall. Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and the 
games start at 11 a.m. 
The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Weekly special for Mon-
day lunch will be posted 
and lunches are avail-
able to members & 
guests. Bar bingo is for 
members and guests and 
begins at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day and Friday lunch is 
served from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Tuesday – Sunday: 
Lunch is available from 
11 a.m. until ??  Please 
see the bartender for a 
delicious sandwich or 
pizza.

Wednesday, Oct. 3: 
Country Fried Steak w/
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy 
& Veggie for $6 and will 
be served from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m. Dinners are open 
to the public.

Second and Fourth 
Friday’s:  Dinners are 
fried Alaskan Pollock 
(A.U.C.E.) or chicken 
with french fries, hush 
puppies and coleslaw. 
Dinner is $8 and served 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Public is invited. 

Friday and Saturday: 
Enjoy entertainment in 
the canteen from 6 p.m. 

to 10 p.m.
Saturday: Breakfast is 

served from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and prices range 
from $3 - $6.50. Break-
fast is open to the pub-
lic.

Saturday, Oct. 27: Aux-
iliary Taco Dinner is 
served from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. for $7. This is open 
to the public.

Hall Renal and Cater-
ing: Please call 352-873-
4781 for further 
information.

Honor Guard: Our 
Honor Guard is avail-
able to provide military 
honors to a fallen vet-
eran. For further infor-
mation contact the Post 
at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
Post 4781, 9401 SW 110th 
St. Telephone 352-873-
4781. You can also follow 
us on Facebook - Angela 
Santos Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 4781.

Sunday, Sept. 30
Christ’s Church

If you are looking for a 
church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  

Sunday, Sept. 30 – 9:30 
a.m.:  We begin each 
Lord’s day with Sunday 
School classes for all 
ages at 9:30 a.m. We 
offer five adult classes 
on a variety of topics. A 
synopsis of each class is 
available on our web-
site. This week we are 
excited to begin a new 
study for Women titled 
“Breaking Through the 
Barrier of Unforgive-
ness” facilitated by Val-
erie DeSapio as well as 
a class for Men and 
Women titled “What We 
Believe” facilitated by 
pastor Ray Westman.

Sunday, Sept. 30 – 
10:30 a.m.: Our Worship 
Service opens with spe-
cial music by our Wor-
ship Choir. Our praise 
time includes a blend of 
familiar hymns of the 
church as well as con-
temporary praise songs 
with a full praise band.  
pastor David Bellows 
will present a message 
of inspiration.   

Monday, Oct. 1: Mon-
day evening the men 
come together at 6:30 
p.m. for a Bible Study in 
the book of Galatians.  

Tuesday, Oct. 2: 
Women who are inter-
ested in crafts meet 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 
to work on group and in-
dividual projects.

Wednesday, Oct. 3 – 4 
p.m.:  pastor Ray West-
man leads a Small 
Group. The group meets 
in our main building 
and takes an in-depth 
look at the Sunday 
morning message with a 
video message by pastor 
David Bellows.

Friday, Oct. 5 – 6:30 
p.m.:  We welcome the 
Southern Gospel Group 
– The Dixie Echoes to 
the stage. The concert 
begins at 6:30 p.m.; 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
There are no tickets re-
quired, and no admis-
sion charge.  We will 

receive a Love Offering 
for the group.

Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is lo-
cated at 6768 SW 80th 
Street off State Road 
200. For more informa-
tion on all our events or 
for directions visit our 
website at www.ccomc.
org or contact the 
church office at 352-861-
6182. 

Maranatha Baptist 
Church

Summer is over and 
schools are in session, 
which means the holi-
days will be here before 
we know it. This is a 
good time for learning 
and beginning some-
thing new? 

We, at Maranatha 
Baptist Church invite 
you to come to a service 
at Maranatha Baptist 
Church? We are a loving 
multicultural church, 
where all are welcomed. 
Come and experience a 
church family reception. 

Maranatha Baptist 
Church doctrine is to-
tally Bible-based. All 
ages are welcome.

Sunday                     9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. − Sunday 
School classes for all 
ages. 

10:45 a.m. − Adult 
morning worship ser-
vice and Junior Church 
for our children. 

6 p.m. − Evening ser-
vices.

Wednesday − 6:45 
p.m. prayer time and 
Bible study.

A nursery is provided 
for infants to 3 years old 
at all services.

Maranatha Baptist 
Church is located at 525 
Marion Oaks Trail. 
Please call: 352-347-5683 
for further information 
and/or directions to the 
church.  

This is also a re-
minder for you to mark 
your calendars for our 
Thanksgiving Eve, 
Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
2018, gospel group, 
River Jordan concert at 
7 p.m.          

Simchat Torah at 
Temple Beth Shalom

Temple Beth Shalom 
invites you to join Rabbi 
Harari and our mem-
bers as we celebrate 
Simchat Torah Sunday, 
Sept. 30 at 6 p.m. This 
celebration is child 
friendly, and children of 
all ages are welcome to 
attend.

Yizkor (Remembrance 
of the Dearly Departed) 
are Monday Oct. 1 at 10 
a.m. Shabbat Services 
are every Friday at 7:30 
p.m. and guests are al-
ways welcome to our ac-
tivities

To learn more, visit 
our website  www.jew-
ishocala.com or call Mil-
dred Olstein at 
352-694-4487 or Julie 
Rochlin at 352-207-5385. 
We are located at 1109 
NE Eighth Avenue, 
Ocala 34476

You are invited:
Come and Worship 

with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. You can find 
us at: 9045 SW 60th Ave-

nue in Ocala. Our wor-
ship style is full of love, 
joy and faith, as we wor-
ship God in a traditional 
way. You can learn more 
about us and even view 
a sermon from our 
preaching minister 
David Campbell on our 
website www.swchris-
tianchurch.com

Wednesday, Oct. 3
Cancer Awareness
A Shop Talk Cancer 

Awareness event will be 
held Wednesday, Oct. 3, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Ewers Century 
Center at the College of 
Central Florida Ocala 
Campus, 3001 S.W. Col-
lege Road.

“Wellness for Cancer 
Prevention and Sur-
vival” will feature three 
guest panelists. Dr. Ravi 
Sandrapaty, radiation 
oncologist and medical 
director at 21st Century 
Oncology, Dr. Rama 
Balaraman, medical on-
cologist/hematologist for 
Florida Cancer Affili-
ates/Ocala Oncology and 
Dr. David McFaddin, 
breast specialist and 
general surgeon at 
Ocala Breast and Gen-
eral Surgery, will pres-
ent on breast cancer 
prevention and treat-
ment.

There is no fee to at-
tend, and lunch is in-
cluded. Call 
352-854-2322, ext. 1236, 
or visit CF.edu/ShopTalk 
by Friday, Sept. 28, to re-
serve your seat.

The event is a collabo-
ration of CF, the Ocala 
Royal Dames for Cancer 
Research Inc. and Ocala 
Health.

Friday, Oct. 5

First Friday
The First Friday Art 

Walk returns to down-
town Ocala Friday, Oct. 5 
from 6 to 9 p.m. and will 
include the following 
performances and activ-
ities: 

6 to 9 p.m. – Live 
music by Chris Ryals on 
the main event stage lo-
cated at the downtown 
square near the gazebo. 

7 p.m. – Contemporary 
dance performance by 
West Port High School’s 
MCCA Dance Program.

8 p.m. – The Arts Dis-
trict Studio will present 
a zombie-themed dance 
performance. 

Free hands-on art ac-
tivities for all ages will 
be provided throughout 
the event by 98.5 KTK, 
Appleton Museum of 
Art, Art Army of Ocala, 
Discovery Center, Ka-
rate America Ocala, 
Marion County Public 
Library, the Ocala Chip-
pers and Painting with a 
Twist.

The First Friday Art 
Walk occurs from 6 to 9 
p.m. on the first Friday 
of each month from Sep-
tember through May an-
nually. Located within 
Ocala’s historic down-
town, event festivities 
include over 35 artist 
displays, live entertain-
ment, free family art ac-
tivities and extended 

shopping hours.
For more information, 

please contact the City 
of Ocala Cultural Arts 
Department at 352-629-
8447 or artwalk@ocalafl.
org or visit www.ocalafl.
org/artwalk. 

OWUMC Car Show
Car show and chicken 

barbecue dinner will be 
held at Ocala West 
United Methodist 
Church, Friday, Oct. 5, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

The car show will be 
held in the parking lot 
next to the pavilion. The 
Men’s Fellowship will be 
offering chicken barbe-
cue to eat in or take out 
prices: $ 8 for 1/2 barbe-
cue chicken dinner with 
baked beans, coleslaw 
and roll, $6 for ½ 
chicken only or ¼ 
chicken dinners. Boy 
Scout Troop 707 spon-
sored by OWUMC will 
sell hot dogs with chips 
and a drink for $ 4.

Ocala West UMC, 9330 
SW 105th St., Ocala, 352-
854-9550.

Timberline Farm’s 
Annual

Corn Maze Festival
Timberline Farm’s 9th 

Annual Corn Maze Festi-
val is back.

This October stop by 
the Farm where the en-
tire family can enjoy 
music, pony rides, face

painting, food and 
craft vendors and expe-
rience some ole country 
charm. The farm is open 
to the public from Oct. 5 
to Nov. 4.

Festival days are Fri-
day 4 p.m. – 8 p.m., Sat-
urday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
and Sunday noon – 8 
p.m. 

Tickets and location 
information is available 
at www.Timberline-
Farms.net or call 352-
454- 4113.

Each year the owner, 
Franco Almeida, dedi-
cates a portion of the 
proceeds to a charity; 
this year Timberline 
Farms has pledged to St. 
Theresa’s Soup Kitchen 
and the Marion County 
Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter.

Saturday, Oct. 6
Palm Cay Craft Fair
Palm Cay will conduct 

its craft fair Oct. 6, 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., which is open 
to the public at the Club-
house. There will be 
baked good sale going 
on at the same time and 
also a quilt raffle. The 
kitchen will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Buy hot dog and 
drink for lunch.

Craft Fair at Marion 
Landing

Saturday, Oct. 6, from 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the 
Marion Landing Life-
style Center, at SW 65th 
Ave. Road off SR 200, 
across from Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church. 
A wide array of hand-
crafted items including 
jewelry, handbags, floral 

See LANDING/Page A14



A10 Wednesday, september 26, 2018 West Marion Messenger Wednesday, september 26, 2018 A7West Marion Messenger

 00
0U

IO
E

 Thursday, Oct. 4 •  10 am to 8 pm
 Friday, Oct. 5 •  10 am to 6 pm

 Saturday, Oct. 6 •  10 am to 2 pm

 at Freedom Public Library
 5870 SW 95th St., Ocala

 It’s Time For
 The Friends 
 Semiannual 
 Book Sale

 It’s Time For It’s Time For
 The Friends  The Friends 
 Semiannual  Semiannual 
 Book Sale Book Sale

 This event is sponsored by the Friends of the Freedom Library. Consider 
 joining us by filling an application located at our membership table.

 00
0U

J4
E

 LIKE US on Friends of the Freedom Library Page

 With the upcoming holidays falling into view, now is the time to 
 consider buying newer reading material. 

 This sale will contain such items as:
 • Books  • Jigsaw Puzzles  • Videos 
 • Games  • Audiobooks  • CDs/DVDs

 Come See Our  Daily Specials!

The 11th Hour of Summer 
ends at Ocala Palms

Ocala Palms
Barbara Dedics

T alk about the 
eleventh hour 
before the first 

day of Fall set in, Ocala 
Palms & Country Club 
was able to get the last 
“100 Days of Summer” 
concerts in before the 
clock struck 12 mid-
night! Makes one won-
der if all the 
Cinderellas were able 

to make it home before 
they lost their glass slip-
pers! 

Some may have left 
them on the dance floor 
the way they were danc-
ing to the beat of the 
local musical group 
known as The Rainbow 
Connection.

Close to 20 years ago 
this musical combo, The 

Rainbow Connec-
tion, got its start right 
here at Ocala Palms. 
They have been per-
forming music from the 
big band era to the 50s - 
70s throughout Marion 
Country at various pub-
lic and private func-
tions. 

Originally, the group 
worked as a trio with 

Bob Brouillard on trum-
pet, Noel Brouillard at 
the keyboard and Dave 
Morgan on drums. Re-
cently they have added 
Rich Skrabar on bass. 
Their love of music and 
entertainment bringing 
their audiences music 
from those time periods 
is rewarding to them. 

Close to 200 residents 

and friends enjoyed the 
evening at the club-
house, singing, dancing 
and chatting with 
friends and neighbors. 
For some it was the first 
concert they had been 
to since they moved into 
the community. 

Let it be known to 
them, every year we 
meet and enjoy four dif-

ferent bands as we cele-
brate the “100 Days of 
Summer.” 

I don’t know about 
you, but I can’t believe 
with the temperatures 
we are having that 
someone didn’t look at 
the calendar incor-
rectly! 

Summer just can’t be 
over yet, can it?

Annie and Bill Haas

Fred and Ellen Walters

Barbara and Jerry Howton, and Mitz 
Maclay Briggs and Janet Greene Not identified

John and Debbie Cobb Linda and Chuck Curwick Fred and Ellen Walters

Patty Hall, Gary Shepard Rene Hopkins, Della Lastooka and Jean Tasillo Barbara Dedics, Sue Casels and Sharron Albert

Ron and Linda Holm

Shirley and Raymond DeBrauwere

Stephen and Linda Wurth

Shirley and Patricia Willer

See more photos, PALMS/Page A10

PALMS
Continued from Page A7 UF brain cancer 

investigators 
lead bold 
initiative

GAINESVILLE — The goal: 
achieving transformative im-
provement in long-term sur-
vival within the next decade 
for patients diagnosed with 
malignant brain tumors. To get 
there, University of Florida 
Health brain cancer experts 
are launching an exciting new 
venture with top peer institu-
tions from across the nation 
and Canada.

The new UF Health-led col-
laboration, called The Legacy 
Program in Brain Cancer, will 
officially launch in February 
2019 and bring together world-
wide neuro-oncology experts 
and a community of empow-
ered individuals who have 
been affected by brain cancer. 
Duane Mitchell, M.D., Ph.D., 
co-director of the Preston A. 
Wells, Jr. Center for Brain 
Tumor Therapy at the Univer-
sity of Florida, will publicly 
announce the initiative Sept. 
21 during the Biden Cancer 
Summit in Washington, D.C. 
Mitchell’s talk can be viewed 
live at 3:35 p.m. by visiting 
www.bidencancer.org/summit.

The focus of the collabora-
tion is to spur development of 
curative treatments for chil-
dren and adults with brain tu-
mors by harnessing the power 
of the body’s own immune sys-
tem, a treatment known as im-
munotherapy. It’s believed the 
upcoming initiative among 12 
distinguished institutions will 
be among the largest collective 
efforts focused on brain tumor 
immunotherapy worldwide.

“We’re excited about joint ef-
forts to bring forward immuno-
logic treatments and catalyze 
immunotherapy research for 
brain tumors,” said Mitchell, 
director of the UF Brain 
Tumor Immunotherapy Pro-
gram. “The Legacy Program is 
really designed to be a sus-
tained 10-year initiative to re-
frame the prospects of 
long-term survival for patients 
with brain cancer using immu-
notherapy.”

Currently, five-year survival 
for patients diagnosed with the 
most aggressive brain tumors 
ranges from less than 1 per-
cent to less than 10 percent. 
“These statistics are unaccept-
ably low and haven’t changed 
significantly in decades,” said 
Mitchell, co-leader of the Can-
cer Therapeutics and Host Re-
sponse research program at 
the UF Health Cancer Center.

The Legacy Program in-
volves translational research 
spanning from laboratory work 
to multiinstitutional clinical 
trials evaluating novel cancer 
immunotherapy approaches.

“The research leverages 
some of the best existing 
knowledge as well as identifies 
key gaps in our current under-
standing,” said Mitchell, who 
led a team that won a Top 10 
Clinical Research Achieve-
ment Award from the Clinical 
Research Forum in 2016 for 
identifying a new vaccine ap-
proach to treat glioblastoma, 
the deadliest of brain tumors, 
with average survival of less 
than 18 months.

That research, conducted at 

UF and Duke University, 
showed in a randomized and 
blinded pilot clinical trial that 
patients who received an en-
hanced cancer vaccine had al-
most double the overall 
survival compared with those 
in the control group in the 
study. Now, the team is advanc-
ing that discovery with a large, 
Phase II clinical trial currently 
underway to confirm the find-
ings.

In the five years since Mitch-
ell brought his program from 
Duke to the Evelyn F. and Wil-
liam L. McKnight Brain Insti-
tute of the University of 
Florida, he and William Fried-
man, M.D., co-director of the 
Preston A. Wells Jr. Center for 
Brain Tumor Therapy, have ac-
celerated the growth of the 
center to now include more 
than 80 clinical and research 
faculty and staff members.

“Dr. Mitchell and his team 
are leading the way in their 
vigorous pursuit of new treat-
ments for some of the most 
devastating diseases,” said 
David R. Nelson, M.D., interim 
senior vice president for 
health affairs at UF & presi-
dent of UF Health. “By com-
bining forces with other 
pioneers in their field through 
the new Legacy Program, they 
will offer new treatments — 
and hope — to patients facing 
truly grim prognoses. We are 
proud of the work being led by 
Dr. Mitchell, and we look for-
ward to watching the Legacy 
Program evolve.”

Since 2013, investigators 
within UF’s brain tumor cen-
ter have developed five novel 
immunotherapy treatments 
that are in active clinical trials 
at UF. Several of these trials 
are multiinstitutional, with 
personalized immunotherapy 
treatments generated at UF 
and then exported to treat-
ment centers elsewhere across 
the country. UF serves as the 
central coordinating facility 
and manufacturer of pa-
tient-specific treatments for 
these multicenter clinical tri-
als.

UF Health has one of the 
most comprehensive portfolios 
of clinical trials and research 
studies available for patients 
with brain tumors, Mitchell 
said.  Currently, the UF Health 
Cancer Center website lists 34 
actively enrolling clinical stud-
ies available for eligible brain 
tumor patients  (https://cancer.
ufl.edu/clinical-trials-2/find-a-
clinical-trial/brain-and-ner-
vous-system/).

This collaborative initiative 
of top institutions will elevate 
brain cancer immunotherapy 
research to the next level, 
Mitchell said. The UF team 
will join with 11 top brain 
tumor centers, with each con-
tributing specialized expertise 
to the collaboration going for-
ward.

“What’s unique about this 
consortia approach,” Mitchell 
said, “is that we’re really fo-
cused on translational re-
search, bridging that interface 
between lab discovery and 
clinical application."

Junque Sale

It is almost time for the community wide annual Junque Sale sponsored by the Men’s Fellow-
ship of Ocala West United Methodist Church. A large clothing sale will also be held by the 
Missions Committee of OWUMC. Donations Tuesday and Thursday are accepted at the Pods 
in the church parking lot from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 8 to noon Oct. 20. Don’t be shy, if 
you do not think your items are good enough to donate, do not worry the UMM fellowship is 
grateful for all donations. The results of this sale allow us to donate to approximately a dozen 
charities including the Florida Children’s Home, our Scout groups and the Salvation Army.
This year’s sale dates are Thursday, Oct. 25, and Friday, Oct. 26, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday, Oct. 27, 8 a.m. until noon. Please be sure to attend. Many amazing discoveries will 
await your discerning eyes. You will not be disappointed. Discover that hard to find Christ-
mas gift. Over 30 years of offering items at phenomenal prices. Ocala West United Methodist 
Church, 9330 SW 105th St., Ocala, 352-854-9550.



Thirty-four resi-
dents and 
guests enjoyed 

the monthly Ladies 
Luncheon. 

The food at Sammy’s 
in Jasmine Plaza was 
delicious, as always. 

Next month the gath-
ering will be at the Hil-
ton Hotel. Please let 
Grace Maguire know if 
you plan to attend.

The “love bugs” have 
arrived! Make sure you 
keep them washed off 
your cars – they can 
damage the paint. 

The best way to re-
move them is with soap 
and water. 

It is often said that 
the University of Flor-
ida introduced these 
critters to Florida, but 

that is not the truth. 
These bugs are na-

tive to Central Amer-
ica. The best guess as 
to how they got to us is 
that they were stow-
aways on a ship that 
anchored in Galveston 
or New Orleans 
around 1920. 

They migrated to 
Florida in 1947 and de-
cided they liked our 
state – so they stayed. 

The first sighting of 
these critters in Mar-
ion County was in 1966. 
Over the years they 
have migrated into 
Georgia and South 
Carolina. We used to 

be told that these pests 
ate mosquitoes, but 
this is not true. They 
will be gone in October 
but will return in May.

Last Tuesday was the 
Live and Learn pre-
sentation at the club-
house. 

This month the guest 
speaker was Attorney 
Michael J. Cooper. 

He spoke to us about 
wills, trusts, and how 
to prepare our legal 
papers for our estate. 

Cooper said Florida 
recognizes any legal 
will from any other 
state. 

Everyone needs a 

will. There were many 
questions regarding 
the difference in wills 
and trusts. 

Cooper stressed that 
if you attached a “list” 
of items you wish to be 
given to special peo-
ple, it should be stated 
in the will that the list 
is attached. 

A Will should be wit-
nessed by two people 
and notarized. 

The safe thing to do 
is to have an attorney 

prepare your legal pa-
pers.

Did you know we are 
getting fire hydrants in 
Quail Meadow? 

There is a large map 
in the clubhouse show-
ing the location of each 
hydrant. 

The map is near the 
bingo board. Will this 
lower our homeown-
er’s insurance? Call 
your agent for informa-
tion.
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Of love bugs, wills and trusts Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

Attorney Michael J. 
Cooper

Thirty-four residents and guests attended the Quail Meadows Ladies Luncheon at Sammy’s in Jasmine Plaza.

CG Auxiliary to hold boating certification class
The U.S. Coast Guard 

Auxiliary will present an 
About Boating Safely class 
at the Master the Possibili-
ties Education Center Room 
4, 8415 SW 80th Street, 
Ocala, FL  34481, Saturday, 
Oct. 20, from 8 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m. Cost for the course is 
$35.

Boaters who cruise Flor-
ida lakes, rivers or the wa-
ters of the Atlantic or Gulf 
coasts should have a State 
of Florida Boating Safety ID 
card, and the best way to ob-
tain the card is to take an 

About Boat-
ing Safely 
course 
taught by the 
U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxil-
iary. 

Our in-
structors 
have as-
sisted the 
U.S. Coast Guard at Station 
Yankeetown with patrols 
and search and rescue oper-
ations in the Gulf of Mexico 
so they are very familiar 
with the State and federal 

boating regulations. Some of 
the subjects covered in the 
course are:  navigation 
rules, operating your boat, 
proper trailering, anchor-
ing, docking, the right life 
vests and safety equipment, 

knots and 
lines, legal 
require-
ments, etc.

To early 
register for 
the course, 
go to www.
masterthe-
possibilities.
org, or call 

Dolores Spain at 352-854-
1041. 

The deadline for early 
registration is Oct. 19. 

If you are a boater new to 
Florida waters or would 

like a refresher course on 
State of Florida and federal 
boating regulations, or just 
boating safety in general, 
then this course is for you. 

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed volun-
teer component of the U.S. 
Coast Guard and supports 
the Coast Guard in nearly 
all its service missions. 

The Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 

For more information, 
please call Dolores Spain at 
352-854-1041

Fairfield Village’s Tom Smith is 95 
and is still going strong!

Fairfield Village
Priscilla Barnett

Tom Smith is one 
of those people 
who find some-

thing to smile about 
every single day.  He 
makes others smile with 
his contagious positive 
attitude.

There are some peo-
ple who have such mag-
netic personalities that 
others are attracted to 
them immediately.  This 
is certainly the case 
with one of Fairfield 
Village’s very special 
neighbors, Tom Smith.

Some time ago, 3 
friends of mine, Bar-
bara and Chris Obert 
and Paul Paxton told 
me that I needed to 
meet and interview a 
very special neighbor 
on their street.  They all 
agreed that he is “one 
of a kind” and everyone 
needs to meet him or at 
the very least know 
about him.  

Their consensus: the 
world needs more peo-
ple like their unique 
and lovable neighbor 
who, at the age of 95, 
still mows his lawn, 
does all his yard work, 
home maintenance, 
auto maintenance, 
housework, cooking and 
self-care.  And while 
doing this, he maintains 
a cheerful attitude and 
friendly demeanor with 
everyone, smiling and 
waving at passersby.

 I asked them to see if 
he would let me inter-
view him; they did; and 
early on a Monday 
morning, Chris Obert 
took me to Tom Smith’s 
front door and rang the 
doorbell. The man who 
answered was just 
about what I had imag-

ined — a live wire for 
sure! With a big grin on 
his face as he greeted 
us, Tom was obviously 
very much at ease and 
happy to have visitors.

 Chris left me with 
Tom to talk about this 
fascinating man’s day–
to-day life and what had 
brought him to our com-
munity.

 Tom was born in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, 
July 19, 1923. Sadly, his 
father died when Tom 
was 13 and his mother 
worked several jobs to 
care for her fam-
ily. Times were tough, 
and they all had to work 
together.  

 Tom did not mind 
working, but he did not 
like school. His truant 
officer offered to get 
him a work permit if he 
could pass a special 
test; so, he did, and he 
quit school before he 
was 15. He worked sev-
eral jobs; then he left 
home at 16 and went to 
work learning auto me-
chanics at Willy’s Ga-
rage. His uncle had 
offered to help him get 
into engineering, but 
Tom decided to stay 
with auto mechan-
ics. He told me he often 
wondered what would 
have happened if he 
had listened to his 
uncle. 

 Tom married at 20 
and made a new life for 
himself and his wife. 
He spent three years as 
a cook in the U.S. Army 
at Ft. Harrison, Ft. Mc-
Clellan, and Ft. Dix. He 
laughingly said it made 
perfect sense to put a 
mechanic in the kitchen 
back in those days.

 When he got out of 
the service, he opened 
his own garage, and 
then began playing gui-
tar in a band at night at 
what he called “honky 
tonks.” No bad places; 
just places where peo-
ple liked to hang out 
and play and hear 
music. The problem for 
him; however, was the 
hours. He couldn’t work 
all day and play guitar 
all night so that was 
hard. Finally, he had to 
give up the band but not 
his guitar.

Sadly his daughter 
developed polio at age 
11, and that devastated 
the family. She was hos-
pitalized for quite some 
time but finally got to 
come home with a por-
table iron lung. She did 
get to finish school at 
home and that was a 
happy day.

Tom’s wife died in 

1975 and his family 
stepped up to help with 
his daughter’s care. In 
the late 1970s, he was 
working in a garage 
with little to no heat 
and wound up with hav-
ing his feet frozen. Tom 
had remarried, and his 
wife convinced him to 
move to Florida to es-
cape the Indiana win-
ters. That sounded good 
to him, so they moved to 
North Ft. Myers.  

He opened his own 
shop, but he sold that 
two years later and 
worked from then on 
until retirement with 
Lake County Transmis-
sion. He stayed there 
and cared for his sec-
ond wife through a de-
bilitating illness. After 
her death, his son, who 
lives at On Top of the 
World convinced him to 
move to Ocala.

 Tom said, I found this 

house and I liked it, so I 
moved my tools and 
here I am. I sold every-
thing else and bought 
new furniture when I 
got here. “Got some 
great bargains too.”

 I asked about his 
family. Tom said his 
daughter passed away 
at age 37. His son and 
much of his family has 
been in law enforce-
ment both in Indiana 
and Florida. There are 
also family connec-
tions with the U.S. 
Navy and the FBI. This 
is quite the profes-
sional family.

 I asked Tom, “Think-
ing back over 95 years, 
what comes to your 
mind’s eye?”

 He said, “You know, I 
saw the days of the 
horse and buggy, the 
street cars, the trolley 
cars, those first cars. 
You know … I got my 

first car when I was 15. 
It was a Model T Ford. 
That was something!”

 I said, “That’s amaz-
ing. Living through so 
much history. Being 
right in the middle of it 
all.”

“Yes, I guess it is,” he 
said.

“By the way, what are 
your favorite things 
right now?” I asked.

 Without hesitation, 
Tom answered, “Play-
ing my guitar and 
drinking Mountain 
Dew.”

With that, I took my 
leave and told my new 
friend I would be back 
to visit again soon.  

Fairfield Village, “the 
lively place filled with 
lovely people” has a re-
ally special neighbor in 
our 95-year-old “lively” 
Tom Smith.

Tom Smith has always found joy making music with 
one of his many prized guitars. He finds time to play 
every day and still loves it.

———n———

Marion County children need help
No one should merely 

shake their head and sadly 
lament the horrific story of 
child abuse. Instead of pas-
sive despair, let these tragic 
incidents serve as a galva-
nizing call to action for us 
all to commit to ending vio-
lence and securing the 
safety and future of every 
child in Marion County.

Yes, we can end child 
abuse. We can stop it when 
we all become advocates for 
children.

For some of us, that advo-
cacy comes in a formal role. 
Teachers, child care work-
ers, health care providers 
and others who come into 
daily contact with children 
can be vigilant for signs of 
abuse and neglect. Their ac-
tions to report suspected 
abuse or to offer extra time 
and attention to fragile chil-
dren can do more than mak-
ing a difference. It can save 
lives.

Guardian ad Litem volun-
teers also put their passion 
for the well-being of chil-

dren into action. Assigned 
to watch over and advocate 
for abused and neglected 
children, GAL volunteers 
make sure kids don’t get lost 
in the overburdened legal 
and social service systems 
or languish in foster 
homes. Volunteers stay with 
children until their court 
case is closed and the child 
is placed in a safe, perma-
nent home.

For many abused chil-
dren, their GAL volunteer is 
the one constant adult pres-
ence in their lives.

Intense advocacy can 
break the cycle of abuse and 
neglect. When children 
grow up in homes where 
their only adult role models 
respond to them with vio-
lence and disregard for 
their needs, they repeat that 
cycle with their children. 
When a GAL volunteer in-
tercedes, it not only changes 
the course of one child’s 
life, it makes an impact for 
generations.

Your advocacy for chil-
dren not only will help end 
child abuse, but it will also 
improve our community for 
everyone who lives here. 
Children who are abused 
and do not get the support 
they need to heal are more 
likely than other kids to 
drop out of school, end up 
homeless, turn to crime, and 
rely as adults on social wel-
fare programs. When we 
work together to protect vul-
nerable children, it saves 
lives and tax dollars.

There are many 
life-threatening and incur-

able diseases that sadly af-
flict children. However, we 
have the cure for child 
abuse. It lies within each of 
us. Now is the time to act. 

If you are interested in 
making this cause, your 
cause, become a Guardian 
ad Litem volunteer. Contact 
Amarilys Ortega at 352-343-

2736 or email her at amari-
lys.ortega@gal.fl.gov. 

A free two days training is 
scheduled to begin Sept. 28, 
2018 in Ocala, Florida. 
Pre-registration is required 
as spaces are limited.

To learn more about the 
Guardian ad Litem Program 
visit GuardianadLitem.org.

Become an advocate for an abused or neglected child

With the Marion County Sheriff’s Office, District 200 office, 
annual Halloween party is just around the corner and volun-
teers are needed. 

This year’s event is Oct. 31 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the On Top 
of World Square, 8405 SW 90th St.

Volunteers are needed to assist with cooking, stuffing 
candy bags and working game booths. 

Those wishing to volunteer can stop by the Southwest 200 
office of call Glenda, 352-402-6060.

After Oct.1, bags of wrapped candy will be accepted for the 
annual event.

Sheriff’s office seeks 
volunteers for annual 

Halloween party



Thirty-four resi-
dents and 
guests enjoyed 

the monthly Ladies 
Luncheon. 

The food at Sammy’s 
in Jasmine Plaza was 
delicious, as always. 

Next month the gath-
ering will be at the Hil-
ton Hotel. Please let 
Grace Maguire know if 
you plan to attend.

The “love bugs” have 
arrived! Make sure you 
keep them washed off 
your cars – they can 
damage the paint. 

The best way to re-
move them is with soap 
and water. 

It is often said that 
the University of Flor-
ida introduced these 
critters to Florida, but 

that is not the truth. 
These bugs are na-

tive to Central Amer-
ica. The best guess as 
to how they got to us is 
that they were stow-
aways on a ship that 
anchored in Galveston 
or New Orleans 
around 1920. 

They migrated to 
Florida in 1947 and de-
cided they liked our 
state – so they stayed. 

The first sighting of 
these critters in Mar-
ion County was in 1966. 
Over the years they 
have migrated into 
Georgia and South 
Carolina. We used to 

be told that these pests 
ate mosquitoes, but 
this is not true. They 
will be gone in October 
but will return in May.

Last Tuesday was the 
Live and Learn pre-
sentation at the club-
house. 

This month the guest 
speaker was Attorney 
Michael J. Cooper. 

He spoke to us about 
wills, trusts, and how 
to prepare our legal 
papers for our estate. 

Cooper said Florida 
recognizes any legal 
will from any other 
state. 

Everyone needs a 

will. There were many 
questions regarding 
the difference in wills 
and trusts. 

Cooper stressed that 
if you attached a “list” 
of items you wish to be 
given to special peo-
ple, it should be stated 
in the will that the list 
is attached. 

A Will should be wit-
nessed by two people 
and notarized. 

The safe thing to do 
is to have an attorney 

prepare your legal pa-
pers.

Did you know we are 
getting fire hydrants in 
Quail Meadow? 

There is a large map 
in the clubhouse show-
ing the location of each 
hydrant. 

The map is near the 
bingo board. Will this 
lower our homeown-
er’s insurance? Call 
your agent for informa-
tion.
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Of love bugs, wills and trusts Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

Attorney Michael J. 
Cooper

Thirty-four residents and guests attended the Quail Meadows Ladies Luncheon at Sammy’s in Jasmine Plaza.

CG Auxiliary to hold boating certification class
The U.S. Coast Guard 

Auxiliary will present an 
About Boating Safely class 
at the Master the Possibili-
ties Education Center Room 
4, 8415 SW 80th Street, 
Ocala, FL  34481, Saturday, 
Oct. 20, from 8 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m. Cost for the course is 
$35.

Boaters who cruise Flor-
ida lakes, rivers or the wa-
ters of the Atlantic or Gulf 
coasts should have a State 
of Florida Boating Safety ID 
card, and the best way to ob-
tain the card is to take an 

About Boat-
ing Safely 
course 
taught by the 
U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxil-
iary. 

Our in-
structors 
have as-
sisted the 
U.S. Coast Guard at Station 
Yankeetown with patrols 
and search and rescue oper-
ations in the Gulf of Mexico 
so they are very familiar 
with the State and federal 

boating regulations. Some of 
the subjects covered in the 
course are:  navigation 
rules, operating your boat, 
proper trailering, anchor-
ing, docking, the right life 
vests and safety equipment, 

knots and 
lines, legal 
require-
ments, etc.

To early 
register for 
the course, 
go to www.
masterthe-
possibilities.
org, or call 

Dolores Spain at 352-854-
1041. 

The deadline for early 
registration is Oct. 19. 

If you are a boater new to 
Florida waters or would 

like a refresher course on 
State of Florida and federal 
boating regulations, or just 
boating safety in general, 
then this course is for you. 

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed volun-
teer component of the U.S. 
Coast Guard and supports 
the Coast Guard in nearly 
all its service missions. 

The Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 

For more information, 
please call Dolores Spain at 
352-854-1041

Fairfield Village’s Tom Smith is 95 
and is still going strong!

Fairfield Village
Priscilla Barnett

Tom Smith is one 
of those people 
who find some-

thing to smile about 
every single day.  He 
makes others smile with 
his contagious positive 
attitude.

There are some peo-
ple who have such mag-
netic personalities that 
others are attracted to 
them immediately.  This 
is certainly the case 
with one of Fairfield 
Village’s very special 
neighbors, Tom Smith.

Some time ago, 3 
friends of mine, Bar-
bara and Chris Obert 
and Paul Paxton told 
me that I needed to 
meet and interview a 
very special neighbor 
on their street.  They all 
agreed that he is “one 
of a kind” and everyone 
needs to meet him or at 
the very least know 
about him.  

Their consensus: the 
world needs more peo-
ple like their unique 
and lovable neighbor 
who, at the age of 95, 
still mows his lawn, 
does all his yard work, 
home maintenance, 
auto maintenance, 
housework, cooking and 
self-care.  And while 
doing this, he maintains 
a cheerful attitude and 
friendly demeanor with 
everyone, smiling and 
waving at passersby.

 I asked them to see if 
he would let me inter-
view him; they did; and 
early on a Monday 
morning, Chris Obert 
took me to Tom Smith’s 
front door and rang the 
doorbell. The man who 
answered was just 
about what I had imag-

ined — a live wire for 
sure! With a big grin on 
his face as he greeted 
us, Tom was obviously 
very much at ease and 
happy to have visitors.

 Chris left me with 
Tom to talk about this 
fascinating man’s day–
to-day life and what had 
brought him to our com-
munity.

 Tom was born in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, 
July 19, 1923. Sadly, his 
father died when Tom 
was 13 and his mother 
worked several jobs to 
care for her fam-
ily. Times were tough, 
and they all had to work 
together.  

 Tom did not mind 
working, but he did not 
like school. His truant 
officer offered to get 
him a work permit if he 
could pass a special 
test; so, he did, and he 
quit school before he 
was 15. He worked sev-
eral jobs; then he left 
home at 16 and went to 
work learning auto me-
chanics at Willy’s Ga-
rage. His uncle had 
offered to help him get 
into engineering, but 
Tom decided to stay 
with auto mechan-
ics. He told me he often 
wondered what would 
have happened if he 
had listened to his 
uncle. 

 Tom married at 20 
and made a new life for 
himself and his wife. 
He spent three years as 
a cook in the U.S. Army 
at Ft. Harrison, Ft. Mc-
Clellan, and Ft. Dix. He 
laughingly said it made 
perfect sense to put a 
mechanic in the kitchen 
back in those days.

 When he got out of 
the service, he opened 
his own garage, and 
then began playing gui-
tar in a band at night at 
what he called “honky 
tonks.” No bad places; 
just places where peo-
ple liked to hang out 
and play and hear 
music. The problem for 
him; however, was the 
hours. He couldn’t work 
all day and play guitar 
all night so that was 
hard. Finally, he had to 
give up the band but not 
his guitar.

Sadly his daughter 
developed polio at age 
11, and that devastated 
the family. She was hos-
pitalized for quite some 
time but finally got to 
come home with a por-
table iron lung. She did 
get to finish school at 
home and that was a 
happy day.

Tom’s wife died in 

1975 and his family 
stepped up to help with 
his daughter’s care. In 
the late 1970s, he was 
working in a garage 
with little to no heat 
and wound up with hav-
ing his feet frozen. Tom 
had remarried, and his 
wife convinced him to 
move to Florida to es-
cape the Indiana win-
ters. That sounded good 
to him, so they moved to 
North Ft. Myers.  

He opened his own 
shop, but he sold that 
two years later and 
worked from then on 
until retirement with 
Lake County Transmis-
sion. He stayed there 
and cared for his sec-
ond wife through a de-
bilitating illness. After 
her death, his son, who 
lives at On Top of the 
World convinced him to 
move to Ocala.

 Tom said, I found this 

house and I liked it, so I 
moved my tools and 
here I am. I sold every-
thing else and bought 
new furniture when I 
got here. “Got some 
great bargains too.”

 I asked about his 
family. Tom said his 
daughter passed away 
at age 37. His son and 
much of his family has 
been in law enforce-
ment both in Indiana 
and Florida. There are 
also family connec-
tions with the U.S. 
Navy and the FBI. This 
is quite the profes-
sional family.

 I asked Tom, “Think-
ing back over 95 years, 
what comes to your 
mind’s eye?”

 He said, “You know, I 
saw the days of the 
horse and buggy, the 
street cars, the trolley 
cars, those first cars. 
You know … I got my 

first car when I was 15. 
It was a Model T Ford. 
That was something!”

 I said, “That’s amaz-
ing. Living through so 
much history. Being 
right in the middle of it 
all.”

“Yes, I guess it is,” he 
said.

“By the way, what are 
your favorite things 
right now?” I asked.

 Without hesitation, 
Tom answered, “Play-
ing my guitar and 
drinking Mountain 
Dew.”

With that, I took my 
leave and told my new 
friend I would be back 
to visit again soon.  

Fairfield Village, “the 
lively place filled with 
lovely people” has a re-
ally special neighbor in 
our 95-year-old “lively” 
Tom Smith.

Tom Smith has always found joy making music with 
one of his many prized guitars. He finds time to play 
every day and still loves it.

———n———

Marion County children need help
No one should merely 

shake their head and sadly 
lament the horrific story of 
child abuse. Instead of pas-
sive despair, let these tragic 
incidents serve as a galva-
nizing call to action for us 
all to commit to ending vio-
lence and securing the 
safety and future of every 
child in Marion County.

Yes, we can end child 
abuse. We can stop it when 
we all become advocates for 
children.

For some of us, that advo-
cacy comes in a formal role. 
Teachers, child care work-
ers, health care providers 
and others who come into 
daily contact with children 
can be vigilant for signs of 
abuse and neglect. Their ac-
tions to report suspected 
abuse or to offer extra time 
and attention to fragile chil-
dren can do more than mak-
ing a difference. It can save 
lives.

Guardian ad Litem volun-
teers also put their passion 
for the well-being of chil-

dren into action. Assigned 
to watch over and advocate 
for abused and neglected 
children, GAL volunteers 
make sure kids don’t get lost 
in the overburdened legal 
and social service systems 
or languish in foster 
homes. Volunteers stay with 
children until their court 
case is closed and the child 
is placed in a safe, perma-
nent home.

For many abused chil-
dren, their GAL volunteer is 
the one constant adult pres-
ence in their lives.

Intense advocacy can 
break the cycle of abuse and 
neglect. When children 
grow up in homes where 
their only adult role models 
respond to them with vio-
lence and disregard for 
their needs, they repeat that 
cycle with their children. 
When a GAL volunteer in-
tercedes, it not only changes 
the course of one child’s 
life, it makes an impact for 
generations.

Your advocacy for chil-
dren not only will help end 
child abuse, but it will also 
improve our community for 
everyone who lives here. 
Children who are abused 
and do not get the support 
they need to heal are more 
likely than other kids to 
drop out of school, end up 
homeless, turn to crime, and 
rely as adults on social wel-
fare programs. When we 
work together to protect vul-
nerable children, it saves 
lives and tax dollars.

There are many 
life-threatening and incur-

able diseases that sadly af-
flict children. However, we 
have the cure for child 
abuse. It lies within each of 
us. Now is the time to act. 

If you are interested in 
making this cause, your 
cause, become a Guardian 
ad Litem volunteer. Contact 
Amarilys Ortega at 352-343-

2736 or email her at amari-
lys.ortega@gal.fl.gov. 

A free two days training is 
scheduled to begin Sept. 28, 
2018 in Ocala, Florida. 
Pre-registration is required 
as spaces are limited.

To learn more about the 
Guardian ad Litem Program 
visit GuardianadLitem.org.

Become an advocate for an abused or neglected child

With the Marion County Sheriff’s Office, District 200 office, 
annual Halloween party is just around the corner and volun-
teers are needed. 

This year’s event is Oct. 31 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the On Top 
of World Square, 8405 SW 90th St.

Volunteers are needed to assist with cooking, stuffing 
candy bags and working game booths. 

Those wishing to volunteer can stop by the Southwest 200 
office of call Glenda, 352-402-6060.

After Oct.1, bags of wrapped candy will be accepted for the 
annual event.

Sheriff’s office seeks 
volunteers for annual 

Halloween party
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 Thursday, Oct. 4 •  10 am to 8 pm
 Friday, Oct. 5 •  10 am to 6 pm

 Saturday, Oct. 6 •  10 am to 2 pm

 at Freedom Public Library
 5870 SW 95th St., Ocala

 It’s Time For
 The Friends 
 Semiannual 
 Book Sale

 It’s Time For It’s Time For
 The Friends  The Friends 
 Semiannual  Semiannual 
 Book Sale Book Sale

 This event is sponsored by the Friends of the Freedom Library. Consider 
 joining us by filling an application located at our membership table.
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 LIKE US on Friends of the Freedom Library Page

 With the upcoming holidays falling into view, now is the time to 
 consider buying newer reading material. 

 This sale will contain such items as:
 • Books  • Jigsaw Puzzles  • Videos 
 • Games  • Audiobooks  • CDs/DVDs

 Come See Our  Daily Specials!

The 11th Hour of Summer 
ends at Ocala Palms

Ocala Palms
Barbara Dedics

T alk about the 
eleventh hour 
before the first 

day of Fall set in, Ocala 
Palms & Country Club 
was able to get the last 
“100 Days of Summer” 
concerts in before the 
clock struck 12 mid-
night! Makes one won-
der if all the 
Cinderellas were able 

to make it home before 
they lost their glass slip-
pers! 

Some may have left 
them on the dance floor 
the way they were danc-
ing to the beat of the 
local musical group 
known as The Rainbow 
Connection.

Close to 20 years ago 
this musical combo, The 

Rainbow Connec-
tion, got its start right 
here at Ocala Palms. 
They have been per-
forming music from the 
big band era to the 50s - 
70s throughout Marion 
Country at various pub-
lic and private func-
tions. 

Originally, the group 
worked as a trio with 

Bob Brouillard on trum-
pet, Noel Brouillard at 
the keyboard and Dave 
Morgan on drums. Re-
cently they have added 
Rich Skrabar on bass. 
Their love of music and 
entertainment bringing 
their audiences music 
from those time periods 
is rewarding to them. 

Close to 200 residents 

and friends enjoyed the 
evening at the club-
house, singing, dancing 
and chatting with 
friends and neighbors. 
For some it was the first 
concert they had been 
to since they moved into 
the community. 

Let it be known to 
them, every year we 
meet and enjoy four dif-

ferent bands as we cele-
brate the “100 Days of 
Summer.” 

I don’t know about 
you, but I can’t believe 
with the temperatures 
we are having that 
someone didn’t look at 
the calendar incor-
rectly! 

Summer just can’t be 
over yet, can it?

Annie and Bill Haas

Fred and Ellen Walters

Barbara and Jerry Howton, and Mitz 
Maclay Briggs and Janet Greene Not identified

John and Debbie Cobb Linda and Chuck Curwick Fred and Ellen Walters

Patty Hall, Gary Shepard Rene Hopkins, Della Lastooka and Jean Tasillo Barbara Dedics, Sue Casels and Sharron Albert

Ron and Linda Holm

Shirley and Raymond DeBrauwere

Stephen and Linda Wurth

Shirley and Patricia Willer

See more photos, PALMS/Page A10

PALMS
Continued from Page A7 UF brain cancer 

investigators 
lead bold 
initiative

GAINESVILLE — The goal: 
achieving transformative im-
provement in long-term sur-
vival within the next decade 
for patients diagnosed with 
malignant brain tumors. To get 
there, University of Florida 
Health brain cancer experts 
are launching an exciting new 
venture with top peer institu-
tions from across the nation 
and Canada.

The new UF Health-led col-
laboration, called The Legacy 
Program in Brain Cancer, will 
officially launch in February 
2019 and bring together world-
wide neuro-oncology experts 
and a community of empow-
ered individuals who have 
been affected by brain cancer. 
Duane Mitchell, M.D., Ph.D., 
co-director of the Preston A. 
Wells, Jr. Center for Brain 
Tumor Therapy at the Univer-
sity of Florida, will publicly 
announce the initiative Sept. 
21 during the Biden Cancer 
Summit in Washington, D.C. 
Mitchell’s talk can be viewed 
live at 3:35 p.m. by visiting 
www.bidencancer.org/summit.

The focus of the collabora-
tion is to spur development of 
curative treatments for chil-
dren and adults with brain tu-
mors by harnessing the power 
of the body’s own immune sys-
tem, a treatment known as im-
munotherapy. It’s believed the 
upcoming initiative among 12 
distinguished institutions will 
be among the largest collective 
efforts focused on brain tumor 
immunotherapy worldwide.

“We’re excited about joint ef-
forts to bring forward immuno-
logic treatments and catalyze 
immunotherapy research for 
brain tumors,” said Mitchell, 
director of the UF Brain 
Tumor Immunotherapy Pro-
gram. “The Legacy Program is 
really designed to be a sus-
tained 10-year initiative to re-
frame the prospects of 
long-term survival for patients 
with brain cancer using immu-
notherapy.”

Currently, five-year survival 
for patients diagnosed with the 
most aggressive brain tumors 
ranges from less than 1 per-
cent to less than 10 percent. 
“These statistics are unaccept-
ably low and haven’t changed 
significantly in decades,” said 
Mitchell, co-leader of the Can-
cer Therapeutics and Host Re-
sponse research program at 
the UF Health Cancer Center.

The Legacy Program in-
volves translational research 
spanning from laboratory work 
to multiinstitutional clinical 
trials evaluating novel cancer 
immunotherapy approaches.

“The research leverages 
some of the best existing 
knowledge as well as identifies 
key gaps in our current under-
standing,” said Mitchell, who 
led a team that won a Top 10 
Clinical Research Achieve-
ment Award from the Clinical 
Research Forum in 2016 for 
identifying a new vaccine ap-
proach to treat glioblastoma, 
the deadliest of brain tumors, 
with average survival of less 
than 18 months.

That research, conducted at 

UF and Duke University, 
showed in a randomized and 
blinded pilot clinical trial that 
patients who received an en-
hanced cancer vaccine had al-
most double the overall 
survival compared with those 
in the control group in the 
study. Now, the team is advanc-
ing that discovery with a large, 
Phase II clinical trial currently 
underway to confirm the find-
ings.

In the five years since Mitch-
ell brought his program from 
Duke to the Evelyn F. and Wil-
liam L. McKnight Brain Insti-
tute of the University of 
Florida, he and William Fried-
man, M.D., co-director of the 
Preston A. Wells Jr. Center for 
Brain Tumor Therapy, have ac-
celerated the growth of the 
center to now include more 
than 80 clinical and research 
faculty and staff members.

“Dr. Mitchell and his team 
are leading the way in their 
vigorous pursuit of new treat-
ments for some of the most 
devastating diseases,” said 
David R. Nelson, M.D., interim 
senior vice president for 
health affairs at UF & presi-
dent of UF Health. “By com-
bining forces with other 
pioneers in their field through 
the new Legacy Program, they 
will offer new treatments — 
and hope — to patients facing 
truly grim prognoses. We are 
proud of the work being led by 
Dr. Mitchell, and we look for-
ward to watching the Legacy 
Program evolve.”

Since 2013, investigators 
within UF’s brain tumor cen-
ter have developed five novel 
immunotherapy treatments 
that are in active clinical trials 
at UF. Several of these trials 
are multiinstitutional, with 
personalized immunotherapy 
treatments generated at UF 
and then exported to treat-
ment centers elsewhere across 
the country. UF serves as the 
central coordinating facility 
and manufacturer of pa-
tient-specific treatments for 
these multicenter clinical tri-
als.

UF Health has one of the 
most comprehensive portfolios 
of clinical trials and research 
studies available for patients 
with brain tumors, Mitchell 
said.  Currently, the UF Health 
Cancer Center website lists 34 
actively enrolling clinical stud-
ies available for eligible brain 
tumor patients  (https://cancer.
ufl.edu/clinical-trials-2/find-a-
clinical-trial/brain-and-ner-
vous-system/).

This collaborative initiative 
of top institutions will elevate 
brain cancer immunotherapy 
research to the next level, 
Mitchell said. The UF team 
will join with 11 top brain 
tumor centers, with each con-
tributing specialized expertise 
to the collaboration going for-
ward.

“What’s unique about this 
consortia approach,” Mitchell 
said, “is that we’re really fo-
cused on translational re-
search, bridging that interface 
between lab discovery and 
clinical application."

Junque Sale

It is almost time for the community wide annual Junque Sale sponsored by the Men’s Fellow-
ship of Ocala West United Methodist Church. A large clothing sale will also be held by the 
Missions Committee of OWUMC. Donations Tuesday and Thursday are accepted at the Pods 
in the church parking lot from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 8 to noon Oct. 20. Don’t be shy, if 
you do not think your items are good enough to donate, do not worry the UMM fellowship is 
grateful for all donations. The results of this sale allow us to donate to approximately a dozen 
charities including the Florida Children’s Home, our Scout groups and the Salvation Army.
This year’s sale dates are Thursday, Oct. 25, and Friday, Oct. 26, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday, Oct. 27, 8 a.m. until noon. Please be sure to attend. Many amazing discoveries will 
await your discerning eyes. You will not be disappointed. Discover that hard to find Christ-
mas gift. Over 30 years of offering items at phenomenal prices. Ocala West United Methodist 
Church, 9330 SW 105th St., Ocala, 352-854-9550.
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G enerally, when I have writ-
er's block as I professed to 
last week, it's because there 

is something else on my mind of 
which I do not want to write.

This week, I caved and am writing 
about the nomination process of Su-
preme Court nominee Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh — not about the judge — 
but the process.

I tried watching Senate hearings in 
years long gone. I don’t remember 
what they were about because they 
put me to sleep. They were dull. The 
governing body indeed was the 
world’s most deliberative body with 
its parliamentary proceedings 
steeped in rules and tradition. I do 
not know if there was mutual respect 
among senators in times past, but 
courtesy and decorum seemed to 
rule.

But all of that seemed to disappear 
within the first 10 seconds after the 
Senate Judicial Committee hearing 
of Judge Brett Kavanaugh was gav-
eled into session. 

When nomination hearings began, 
I thought I knew the outcome. The 
Judiciary Committee would pass Ka-
vanaugh’s nomination to the full Sen-
ate on a party line vote and he would 
then be confirmed by another vote 
along party lines.

Kavanaugh was not impressive, but 
it wasn’t necessary because the 
whole thing was just for show, I 
thought.

Nomination hearings are billed as  
job interviews. I would like to have 
an interview in which I could answer 
every question by saying, “it is prece-
dent” or “settled law.”

President Donald Trump made it 
clear during his campaign that he 
would nominate judges to the Su-
preme Court who would vote to over-

turn Roe v. Wade and like him or not, 
the president has made good, or 
tried, to make good on all of his 
promises. Also, the Republican Party 
has run on the promise of overturn-
ing Roe v. Wade for the past 40 years. 
Republicans now have the Senate, 
House of Representatives, White 
House and most out houses through-
out the land. So, why pretend? Just 
state your intentions, step back and 
dare Democrats to try to stop the pro-
cess.

Democrats might stop Kavanaugh, 
but they cannot stop all nominees 
and were I President Trump, every-
one on that list of 25 recommenda-
tions from the Federalist Society 
would be lined up one behind the 
other.

It didn’t surprise me that Demo-
crats opposed Kavanaugh’s nomina-
tion, but I thought they would at least 
wait until Sen. Chuck Grassley fin-
ished introductions.

Now enters Dr. Christine Blasy 
Ford who accused Kavanaugh of sex-
ual assault when they were in high 
school. For readers of the West Mar-
ion Messenger, she will testify tomor-
row. For readers of the South Marion 
Citizen, she testified yesterday. Two 
people’s names are going to be 
dragged through the mud and the 
whole affair would be funny if it was 
not so sad. 
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Your view

Senate nomination hearings
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

I read in the Florida Policy Institute 
brief that now 2.86 Million Floridians 
are UNINSURED.

They have no health insurance.
Over 2 million live below the poverty 

line.
Thank you Governor Scott who threw 

away Medicaid and brags about how 
many jobs he created.

It is ridiculous that we can have the 
Republican Party lower taxes on the 
wealthy, increase our national deficit 
and yet our own citizens who are not 
gazillionaires are thrown away and do 
not have health insurance.

Vote with your conscience in Novem-
ber, people.

Lynn Miller 
OTOW
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Trump is not 
benefiting 
from the 
economic 

boom
P resident Donald Trump is 

showing that it’s possible to 
preside over a period of 

peace and prosperity and still be nota-
bly unpopular.

Over the past several months, 
Trump has opened even more of a 
wedge between the largely benign ma-
terial conditions in the country and 
his own political standing, which is 
precarious and appears to be sliding 
backward. This isn’t how it’s supposed 
to work.

Republican politicos believed, rea-
sonably enough, that last year’s tax 
cuts would stoke growth and create a 
good-news backdrop for Republicans 
in the midterms. The substantive part 
of this theory has worked swimmingly, 
with headlines about middle-class in-
comes increasing over $61,000 for the 
first time, blue-collar jobs growing at 
their fastest clip in 30 years, and 
small-business confidence reaching 
an all-time high.

The only flaw is that the drumbeat 
of good news has coincided, lately, 
with a drop in Trump’s numbers. In 
much of the recent polling, he’s 
dipped back under 40 percent. He 
hasn’t done this with any spectacular 
misstep. What Trump has done, pre-
dictably, week after week, is mess up 
the easy stuff.

It’s not hard -- through gritted teeth 
and insincerely, if necessary -- to say 
the appropriate things about an Amer-
ican hero upon his passing.

It’s not hard to limit your tweets on 
the morning of Sept. 11, for just a few 
hours, to the topic of the anniversary 
of the attacks.

It’s not hard to avoid attacking your 
own attorney general in public, in an 
escalating fashion meant to inflict the 
greatest possible humiliation.

It’s not hard to avoid throwing 
around the word “TREASON” loosely 
or to muse about changing the libel 
laws to exact retribution on your crit-
ics.

Any president grapples with the fact 
that he can’t control events; Trump 
grapples with the fact that he can’t 
control himself. It’s not as though any 
one thing -- the Stormy Daniels affair, 
the Cohen plea deal, the securi-
ty-clearance controversy, the Omarosa 
book, etc., etc. -- is as consequential as 
it’s portrayed, but one damn thing 
after another adds up.

Trump has an amazing ability, 
through the force of his personality 
and his mediagenic provocations, to 
blot out the sun. He wouldn’t be presi-
dent without this quality. It’s just that, 
given the positive state of the country, 
less blotting and more sun are called 
for.

Some caveats: Presidential popular-
ity means something different in the 
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Vote your conscience 

in November

age of Trump. He won 
election in 2016 with a fa-
vorable rating below 40 
percent in many polls, so 
a return to that level may 
be less debilitating for 
him than prior presi-
dents.

It’s not as though he’s 
creating controversies in 
an otherwise placid envi-
ronment. He is con-
fronted with an inflamed 
opposition, an extremely 
hostile press corps and a 
wide-ranging, aggressive 
special counsel investi-
gation.

Finally, it is still possi-
ble that garden-variety 
Republicans will find a 
way to distinguish them-
selves from Trump this 
year.

All that said, business 
is booming, and yet the 
president who is presid-
ing over the good times -- 
and signed the tax 
package that has boosted 
the recovery further -- 
isn’t enjoying their full 
political benefit.

An economic boom is a 
terrible thing to waste. 

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

———n———
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That’s all I know. Ev-
erything else is merely 
speculation and by ev-
erything is all said and 
done, only a handful of 
people will know the 
truth.

I know one other 
thing. Senators often say 
they have to do or not do 
something for the Ameri-
can people, they owe it to 
the American people or 
the American people 
elected us to do our jobs. 

I say, Senator, don’t 
blame this mess on me.

One other thing, I keep 
hearing grownups 
lament about how bad 
kids are nowadays. Kids 
now aren't any worse 
now than when they 
were at any other time in 
history. But, if they are, 
maybe they've been 
watching the Senate on 
C-SPAN. 

MOLEHILLS
Continued from Page A6

Farm bill: Congress’ 
failure to act puts 
producers at risk  

By Cora Fox
Center for Rural Affairs

The current farm bill will expire on 
Sept. 30. Congress has a handful of days 
to make an important decision, and 
they have three options: to pass a final 
farm bill, extend the 2014 farm bill, or 
let the farm bill expire.

At this point, swift passage of a final 
farm bill before the Sept. 30 deadline 
seems unlikely. Yet, Congress has been 
unable to reach consensus. In the ab-
sence of a new farm bill, it is impera-
tive that lawmakers extend current 
legislation.

Farmers and ranchers across the 
country rely on important programs 
that will sunset without an extension of 
the 2014 farm bill. 

More than $1 billion in available fed-
eral funding for a host of programs will 
be inaccessible. Support for beginning 
farmers, veterans, conservation, local 
food production, more will be aban-
doned – and Congress is culpable. 

Ignorance might be bliss for law-
makers in D.C. – far removed from the 
producers who are struggling to make 
ends meet. But, failure to take action 
and extend the farm bill is a disser-
vice to America’s farmers and ranch-
ers. 

Congress must act responsibly, set 
aside differences, and recognize that 
an extension will give producers the 
stability they need while farm bill ne-
gotiations continue.

Established in 1973, the Center for 
Rural Affairs is a private, nonprofit orga-
nization working to strengthen small 
businesses, family farms and ranches, 
and rural communities through ac-
tion-oriented programs addressing social, 
economic and environmental issues.

———n———

Happenings
Friday, Sept. 28

GODScience
Dramatic chemical 

demonstrations are dis-
played in the GOD-
science program that will 
be presented at North 
Oak Baptist Church Sept. 
28 at 6 p.m. Stephen Wil-
son, founder and pre-
senter of the GODscience 
ministry  received  his 
college education and 
graduated from Tampa 
Tech in 1988 and Western 
Carolina University in 
1994. It was in 1997 that 
he founded and began 
the Miracle Of Science  
an educational science 
program that has been 
presented in 800 plus 
public schools, 350  
churches, Christian 
schools and camps. This 

exciting program is 
open to anyone who 
wishes to see the power 
of God displayed. North 
Oak Baptist Church is 
located at the intersec-
tion of North Citrus 
Springs Boulevard and 
North Elkcam Boule-
vard in Citrus Springs. 
Call 352-489-1688 for 
more information.

Saturday, Sept. 29
Arts and Crafts Show

Come visit many 
unique venders. Hand-
made items, gift ideas, 
raffle, bake sale, re-
freshments and much 
more from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, 
at Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church, 7768 SW 
State Road 200. Visit 
countrysideocala.org or 
call 352- 237-4633.

Kraft Bazaar
Saturday Sept. 29, 9 

a.m. - 1 p.m., Kraft Ba-
zaar, Sweetwater Oaks. 
Many Handmade, 
unique items.

Start your Christmas 
Shopping early, 3151 
NW 44th Ave. Ven-dors 
call Terri 513-253-9918 

Altar and Rosary 
Society

The Altar & Rosary 
Society of St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church 
will be holding a huge 
flea market Saturday, 
Sept. 29, in Father 
Stegeman Hall located 
at 7525 U.S. Hwy. 41 in 
Dunnellon, from 8 -1. 
Many items will be for 
sale including the fa-
mous jewelry boutique. 
Light refreshments will 
be available for a nomi-
nal fee.

Events at Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 4781

VFW Post 4781
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a 
non-smoking facility.

Monday:  Bingo is 
played in the hall. Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and the 
games start at 11 a.m. 
The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Weekly special for Mon-
day lunch will be posted 
and lunches are avail-
able to members & 
guests. Bar bingo is for 
members and guests and 
begins at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day and Friday lunch is 
served from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Tuesday – Sunday: 
Lunch is available from 
11 a.m. until ??  Please 
see the bartender for a 
delicious sandwich or 
pizza.

Wednesday, Oct. 3: 
Country Fried Steak w/
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy 
& Veggie for $6 and will 
be served from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m. Dinners are open 
to the public.

Second and Fourth 
Friday’s:  Dinners are 
fried Alaskan Pollock 
(A.U.C.E.) or chicken 
with french fries, hush 
puppies and coleslaw. 
Dinner is $8 and served 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Public is invited. 

Friday and Saturday: 
Enjoy entertainment in 
the canteen from 6 p.m. 

to 10 p.m.
Saturday: Breakfast is 

served from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and prices range 
from $3 - $6.50. Break-
fast is open to the pub-
lic.

Saturday, Oct. 27: Aux-
iliary Taco Dinner is 
served from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. for $7. This is open 
to the public.

Hall Renal and Cater-
ing: Please call 352-873-
4781 for further 
information.

Honor Guard: Our 
Honor Guard is avail-
able to provide military 
honors to a fallen vet-
eran. For further infor-
mation contact the Post 
at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
Post 4781, 9401 SW 110th 
St. Telephone 352-873-
4781. You can also follow 
us on Facebook - Angela 
Santos Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 4781.

Sunday, Sept. 30
Christ’s Church

If you are looking for a 
church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  

Sunday, Sept. 30 – 9:30 
a.m.:  We begin each 
Lord’s day with Sunday 
School classes for all 
ages at 9:30 a.m. We 
offer five adult classes 
on a variety of topics. A 
synopsis of each class is 
available on our web-
site. This week we are 
excited to begin a new 
study for Women titled 
“Breaking Through the 
Barrier of Unforgive-
ness” facilitated by Val-
erie DeSapio as well as 
a class for Men and 
Women titled “What We 
Believe” facilitated by 
pastor Ray Westman.

Sunday, Sept. 30 – 
10:30 a.m.: Our Worship 
Service opens with spe-
cial music by our Wor-
ship Choir. Our praise 
time includes a blend of 
familiar hymns of the 
church as well as con-
temporary praise songs 
with a full praise band.  
pastor David Bellows 
will present a message 
of inspiration.   

Monday, Oct. 1: Mon-
day evening the men 
come together at 6:30 
p.m. for a Bible Study in 
the book of Galatians.  

Tuesday, Oct. 2: 
Women who are inter-
ested in crafts meet 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 
to work on group and in-
dividual projects.

Wednesday, Oct. 3 – 4 
p.m.:  pastor Ray West-
man leads a Small 
Group. The group meets 
in our main building 
and takes an in-depth 
look at the Sunday 
morning message with a 
video message by pastor 
David Bellows.

Friday, Oct. 5 – 6:30 
p.m.:  We welcome the 
Southern Gospel Group 
– The Dixie Echoes to 
the stage. The concert 
begins at 6:30 p.m.; 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
There are no tickets re-
quired, and no admis-
sion charge.  We will 

receive a Love Offering 
for the group.

Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is lo-
cated at 6768 SW 80th 
Street off State Road 
200. For more informa-
tion on all our events or 
for directions visit our 
website at www.ccomc.
org or contact the 
church office at 352-861-
6182. 

Maranatha Baptist 
Church

Summer is over and 
schools are in session, 
which means the holi-
days will be here before 
we know it. This is a 
good time for learning 
and beginning some-
thing new? 

We, at Maranatha 
Baptist Church invite 
you to come to a service 
at Maranatha Baptist 
Church? We are a loving 
multicultural church, 
where all are welcomed. 
Come and experience a 
church family reception. 

Maranatha Baptist 
Church doctrine is to-
tally Bible-based. All 
ages are welcome.

Sunday                     9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. − Sunday 
School classes for all 
ages. 

10:45 a.m. − Adult 
morning worship ser-
vice and Junior Church 
for our children. 

6 p.m. − Evening ser-
vices.

Wednesday − 6:45 
p.m. prayer time and 
Bible study.

A nursery is provided 
for infants to 3 years old 
at all services.

Maranatha Baptist 
Church is located at 525 
Marion Oaks Trail. 
Please call: 352-347-5683 
for further information 
and/or directions to the 
church.  

This is also a re-
minder for you to mark 
your calendars for our 
Thanksgiving Eve, 
Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
2018, gospel group, 
River Jordan concert at 
7 p.m.          

Simchat Torah at 
Temple Beth Shalom

Temple Beth Shalom 
invites you to join Rabbi 
Harari and our mem-
bers as we celebrate 
Simchat Torah Sunday, 
Sept. 30 at 6 p.m. This 
celebration is child 
friendly, and children of 
all ages are welcome to 
attend.

Yizkor (Remembrance 
of the Dearly Departed) 
are Monday Oct. 1 at 10 
a.m. Shabbat Services 
are every Friday at 7:30 
p.m. and guests are al-
ways welcome to our ac-
tivities

To learn more, visit 
our website  www.jew-
ishocala.com or call Mil-
dred Olstein at 
352-694-4487 or Julie 
Rochlin at 352-207-5385. 
We are located at 1109 
NE Eighth Avenue, 
Ocala 34476

You are invited:
Come and Worship 

with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. You can find 
us at: 9045 SW 60th Ave-

nue in Ocala. Our wor-
ship style is full of love, 
joy and faith, as we wor-
ship God in a traditional 
way. You can learn more 
about us and even view 
a sermon from our 
preaching minister 
David Campbell on our 
website www.swchris-
tianchurch.com

Wednesday, Oct. 3
Cancer Awareness
A Shop Talk Cancer 

Awareness event will be 
held Wednesday, Oct. 3, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Ewers Century 
Center at the College of 
Central Florida Ocala 
Campus, 3001 S.W. Col-
lege Road.

“Wellness for Cancer 
Prevention and Sur-
vival” will feature three 
guest panelists. Dr. Ravi 
Sandrapaty, radiation 
oncologist and medical 
director at 21st Century 
Oncology, Dr. Rama 
Balaraman, medical on-
cologist/hematologist for 
Florida Cancer Affili-
ates/Ocala Oncology and 
Dr. David McFaddin, 
breast specialist and 
general surgeon at 
Ocala Breast and Gen-
eral Surgery, will pres-
ent on breast cancer 
prevention and treat-
ment.

There is no fee to at-
tend, and lunch is in-
cluded. Call 
352-854-2322, ext. 1236, 
or visit CF.edu/ShopTalk 
by Friday, Sept. 28, to re-
serve your seat.

The event is a collabo-
ration of CF, the Ocala 
Royal Dames for Cancer 
Research Inc. and Ocala 
Health.

Friday, Oct. 5

First Friday
The First Friday Art 

Walk returns to down-
town Ocala Friday, Oct. 5 
from 6 to 9 p.m. and will 
include the following 
performances and activ-
ities: 

6 to 9 p.m. – Live 
music by Chris Ryals on 
the main event stage lo-
cated at the downtown 
square near the gazebo. 

7 p.m. – Contemporary 
dance performance by 
West Port High School’s 
MCCA Dance Program.

8 p.m. – The Arts Dis-
trict Studio will present 
a zombie-themed dance 
performance. 

Free hands-on art ac-
tivities for all ages will 
be provided throughout 
the event by 98.5 KTK, 
Appleton Museum of 
Art, Art Army of Ocala, 
Discovery Center, Ka-
rate America Ocala, 
Marion County Public 
Library, the Ocala Chip-
pers and Painting with a 
Twist.

The First Friday Art 
Walk occurs from 6 to 9 
p.m. on the first Friday 
of each month from Sep-
tember through May an-
nually. Located within 
Ocala’s historic down-
town, event festivities 
include over 35 artist 
displays, live entertain-
ment, free family art ac-
tivities and extended 

shopping hours.
For more information, 

please contact the City 
of Ocala Cultural Arts 
Department at 352-629-
8447 or artwalk@ocalafl.
org or visit www.ocalafl.
org/artwalk. 

OWUMC Car Show
Car show and chicken 

barbecue dinner will be 
held at Ocala West 
United Methodist 
Church, Friday, Oct. 5, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

The car show will be 
held in the parking lot 
next to the pavilion. The 
Men’s Fellowship will be 
offering chicken barbe-
cue to eat in or take out 
prices: $ 8 for 1/2 barbe-
cue chicken dinner with 
baked beans, coleslaw 
and roll, $6 for ½ 
chicken only or ¼ 
chicken dinners. Boy 
Scout Troop 707 spon-
sored by OWUMC will 
sell hot dogs with chips 
and a drink for $ 4.

Ocala West UMC, 9330 
SW 105th St., Ocala, 352-
854-9550.

Timberline Farm’s 
Annual

Corn Maze Festival
Timberline Farm’s 9th 

Annual Corn Maze Festi-
val is back.

This October stop by 
the Farm where the en-
tire family can enjoy 
music, pony rides, face

painting, food and 
craft vendors and expe-
rience some ole country 
charm. The farm is open 
to the public from Oct. 5 
to Nov. 4.

Festival days are Fri-
day 4 p.m. – 8 p.m., Sat-
urday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
and Sunday noon – 8 
p.m. 

Tickets and location 
information is available 
at www.Timberline-
Farms.net or call 352-
454- 4113.

Each year the owner, 
Franco Almeida, dedi-
cates a portion of the 
proceeds to a charity; 
this year Timberline 
Farms has pledged to St. 
Theresa’s Soup Kitchen 
and the Marion County 
Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter.

Saturday, Oct. 6
Palm Cay Craft Fair
Palm Cay will conduct 

its craft fair Oct. 6, 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., which is open 
to the public at the Club-
house. There will be 
baked good sale going 
on at the same time and 
also a quilt raffle. The 
kitchen will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Buy hot dog and 
drink for lunch.

Craft Fair at Marion 
Landing

Saturday, Oct. 6, from 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the 
Marion Landing Life-
style Center, at SW 65th 
Ave. Road off SR 200, 
across from Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church. 
A wide array of hand-
crafted items including 
jewelry, handbags, floral 

See LANDING/Page A14



Test your knowledge 
while enjoying socializ-
ing with friends. Come 
join us Tuesday, Oct. 9, 
in Kellner Auditorium 
at 92 Civic Circle, Bev-
erly Hills (behind Beth 
Sholom Synagogue 
Building) for our 
monthly trivia night. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Game begins at 7 p.m. 
Our previous Trivia 
Nights were very suc-
cessful. 

Cost is only $10 per 
person. There will be 
light snacks, water and 
iced tea provided. Feel 
free to BYOB! Prizes to 
first and second place 
teams will be a percent-
age of money taken 
in. An extra is a 50/50 
raffle.

Form your own team 
of 4 to 10 people. Don’t 
have a team? Let us 
know when you make 
your reservation and we 
will help you create one. 

For reservations or 
more information, con-
tact Sherry Wilson: 352-
270-3339, or email to: 
sherrywilson088@gmail.
com. Reservations sug-
gested by Sunday, Oct. 7.
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 LARGE GROUPS WELCOME        SHOTGUN STARTS AVAILABLE

 352-401-6940 •  2201 Northwest 21st St.

 Book Tee Times Online www.pineoaksocala.com
 Call For Your Tee Time

 COUPON REQUIRED

 WMM  RLN  SMC  Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10-15-18

 7-DAYS-A-WEEK 

 FOURSOME SPECIAL
 $ 80 00  Valid

 After 
 9AM

 Must have
 4 players.

 +tax

 All inclusive: 18 holes of golf, golf carts & hot dog lunch special

 COUPON REQUIRED

 2 PLAYER SPECIAL
 $ 40 00

 +tax

 Valid
 After 
 9AM

 Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10-15-18

 18 holes, 7 days a week. Includes 18 holes, 1 cart
 WMM  RLN  SMC
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) Your Aries charm helps 
persuade others to listen to 
your proposal. But it’s still a 
long way from acceptance, 
unless you can stand up to 
the tough questions that are 
set to follow.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) Plan to share a weekend 
getaway from all the pres-
sures of your hectic workaday 
world with a very special 
someone. You could be pleas-
antly surprised at what devel-
ops.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Your keen insight once 
again helps you handle a 
challenging situation with a 
clearer perception of what it’s 
really all about. What you 
learn helps you make a diffi-
cult decision.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) If you want to steer clear 
of getting involved in a new 
family dispute, say so. Your 
stand might cause hurt feel-
ings for some, but overall, 
you’ll be respected for your 
honesty.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Expect recognition for your 
efforts in getting a project 
into operation. Besides the 
more practical rewards, your 
Lion’s heart will be warmed 
by the admiration of your 
colleagues.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) Set aside time to 
rid yourself of clutter that 
might well be drawing down 
your creative energies. Con-
sider asking someone to help 
you decide what stays and 
what goes.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) A colleague 
could make a request that 
might place you in an awk-
ward position with co-work-
ers. Best advice: Share your 
concerns with an associate 
you can trust.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Your energy 
levels are way up, allowing 
you to take on the added 
challenge of a task you’ve 
been hoping to secure. Ex-
pect this move to lead to an 
important opportunity.

SAGITTARIUS (Novem-
ber 22 to December 21) Your 
continuing sense of confi-
dence in what you’ve set out 
to do gives encouragement to 
others. Expect to see more 
people asking to add their ef-
forts to yours.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) You might 
think it would be best to re-
ject a suggestion that others 
insist would be unworkable. 
But you might be surprised 
by what you find if you give it 
a chance.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Changing a de-
cision might disappoint some 
people, but the important 
thing is that you be honest 
with yourself. Don’t go ahead 
with anything you have 
doubts about.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) There could be 
some fallout from an emo-
tional confrontation that you 
really should deal with before 
moving on. Best to start fresh 
with a clean, clear slate.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your 
honesty not only helps you 
make decisions for yourself, 
but also helps others find the 
right choices for themselves.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Syndicate, Inc.

men who have fallen 
into the hands of our na-
tion’s foes. In the face of 
evils these brave people 
endure the grim burdens 
they are forced to bear.

“Please give them the 
courage and hope and 
never-failing confidence 
in you lord. We ask that 
the day will soon arrive 
when we can all cele-
brate their release and 
return home.

“Please give all of us 
who wait and hope in 
the face of every disap-
pointment, the will to 
persevere in and cause 
of peace and the wisdom 
to conquer hate with 
love, and every doubt 
with renewed faith.”

Unit Commander, re-
tired Navy Cdr. Roxanne 
D. Tweedy led North 
Marion Young Marines: 
YM Sgt. Ethan C. Scott, 
YM Lance Cpl. Leon 
Lam, YM Lance Cpl. 
Lincoln Lam, YM Lance 
Cpl. Mckenna Burke, 
YM Pfc. Logan Marti and 
YM Recruit Christopher 
Carter, set the “ceremo-
nial table for one” as 
Heidi Brown read the 
script. Adults present 
with the Young Marines 
were Kaitlynn Scott, 
Shannon Parsons and 
Mary French.

“The table before you 
is a place of honor. It is 
set for one. This table is 
our way of symbolizing 
the fact that members of 
our profession of arms 
are missing from our 
midst. They are com-
monly called POWs or 
MIAs, we call them 
“Brothers.” They are un-
able to be with us this 
evening and so we re-
member them.

“This Table set for one 
is small — Symbolizing 
the frailty of one pris-

oner alone against his 
oppressors. Remember!”

Tweedy rang a bell one 
time after Brown 
said, “remember.” 

“The Tablecloth is 
white — Symbolizing the 
purity of their intentions 
to respond to their coun-
try’s call to arms. Re-
member! 

“The single Red Rose 
displayed in a vase re-
minds us of the families 
and loved ones of our 
comrades-in-arms who 
keep the faith awaiting 
their return. Remember! 

“The Red Ribbon tied 
so prominently on the 
vase is reminiscent of 
the red ribbon worn 
upon the lapel and 
breasts of thousands 
who bear witness to 
their unyielding deter-
mination to demand a 
proper accounting of our 
missing. Remember! 

“The Candle, the can-
dle is lit — Symbolizing 
the upward reach of 
their unconquerable 
spirit. Remember!

“A Slice of Lemon is 
on the bread plate to re-
mind us of their bitter 
fate. Remember! 

“There is Salt upon 
the bread plate — Sym-
bolic of the families 
tears as they wait. Re-
member! 

“The Glass is inverted 
— They cannot toast 
with us this night. Re-
member!

“The Chair — The 
chair is empty. They are 
not here. Remember!

“Remember! — All of 
you who served with 
them and called them 
comrades, who de-
pended upon their might 
and aid, and relied upon 
them, for surely, they 
have not forsaken you. 
Remember!

“Remember! — Until 
the day they come home, 
Remember!”

MIA
Continued from Page A1

North Marion Young Marines stand at attention after setting the place setting on the ceremonial  "table for 
one" during the MIA/POW remembrance ceremony Saturday at VFW Post 4781.

A model of the Vietnam Women's Memorial at VFW 
Post 4781 Saturday.

Heidi Brown, left, Marygrace Felt and Barbara Priest 
at the MIA/POW remembrance ceremony Saturday 
at VFW Post 4781.

Heidi Brown salutes Young Marine Sgt. Ethan C. Scott after presenting him with a MIA/POW challenge coin 
Saturday in appreciation for participation in the MIA/POW remembrance ceremony at VFW Post 4781.

Photos contributed by Joyce Sample.

New trivia game 
in town

Monthly Trivia will 
usually take place on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month (next date: Nov. 
13).



Golden Ocala Golf & 
Equestrian Club is set 
to host The 2018 Rob-
erts Cup Invitational, 
an annually renowned 
tournament that bears 
the name of the person 
who bought the 
1,200-plus-acre desti-
nation in receivership. 
It will run from Thurs-
day, Oct. 25, through 

Sunday, Oct. 28. 
 The Roberts Cup is a 

72-hole team event that 
includes: Three tour-
nament rounds (better 
ball of partners)

Mid-Amateur Divi-
sion (must be at least 
25 years old; open to 
Seniors)

Senior Division 
(must be at least 50 
years old)

Team entry fees are 
$1,100 for four rounds 
of golf, a tee gift, three 
breakfasts, two din-
ners, an awards lun-
cheon, a concert and 
guest speakers. Regis-
tration is open until 
Wednesday, Oct. 10, 
and must include an 
entry form and a re-
sume of playing 
achievements that are 
to be reviewed by a 
committee for selec-
tion. Interested parties 
can access entry forms 
at GoldenOcala.com/
Venue-and-Events/
Golf-Outings. Dues 
should be sent to 
Golden Ocala c/o Golf 
Director Ryan Gray — 
8300 NW 31st Lane 
Road, Ocala, FL 34482. 

The itinerary for The 
Roberts Cup is: 

Oct. 25 
Villa check-in and 

play registration; prac-
tice rounds at players’ 
convenience 

Oct. 26 
Breakfast from 6:30 

a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Round One Split Tee 

from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Lunch following play 
Evening concert 
Oct. 27 
Breakfast from 6:30 

a.m. to 9 a.m. 

Round 2 split tee 
from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch and short 
game following play 

Players-only dinner 
with guest speakers at 
7 p.m. 

Oct. 28 
Breakfast from 6:30 

a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
Final round at 8:30 

a.m. 
Awards luncheon fol-

lowing play 
Player departure 
For more informa-

tion on The Roberts 
Cup, as well as to re-
serve Golden Ocala for 
a corporate golf event 
or fundraiser, contact 
Gray at Ryan.Gray@
GoldenOcala.com or 
(352) 402-4345. 

About Golden Ocala 
Golf & Equestrian Club

Golden Ocala is a 
1,200-plus-acre desti-
nation of champion-
ship golf and tennis, a 
world-class equestrian 
center, luxury living 
and much more — 
packaged into a one-of-
a-kind gated 
community and located 
among the rolling hills 
of North Central Flor-
ida, otherwise known 
as Horse Country. With 
a variety of elite mem-
berships and exclusive 
benefits, Golden Ocala 
is known as a premier 
venue for all occasions. 
It is located at 4090 
NW 84th Court in 
Ocala. Call (352) 629-
6229. Online at Golde-
nOcala.com.

A4 Wednesday, september 26, 2018 West Marion Messenger

 Experts agree that increasing 
 awareness, education and
 support is the best way to 
 encourage early detection
 and life-saving outcomes.
 You can help raise
 awareness of the
 disease with
 advertising
 in this section. 

 To Secure
 Your Spot
 in Our
 Breast Cancer
 Awareness
 Section, Call
 (352) 564-2957.

 Make It Your 
 Business
 to Help Beat 
 Breast Cancer

 Advertising Deadline: Friday, September 28, 2018
 Publication Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018

 BREAST CANCER  AWARENESS
 A Special Section from
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 COMPUTER REPAIR
 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Suite S, Ocala

 352-861-1584

 SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS
 Looking to put more Pep in your PC’s step?

 Ask us about these PC upgrades and a   10% discount with this Ad
 Memory - Hard Drives - Solid State Drives - CPU’s - Video Cards - PC Cleanup

 BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL - IN-SHOP OR AT YOUR LOCATION

 W E  S ELL  A ND  S ERVICE  B RAND  N AMES , C USTOM  C OMPUTERS , 
 L APTOPS , M ACS  A ND  P ARTS 00
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 HANDYMAN

 Have A Job? Call Me.
 352-454-6427

 G G entle
 G iant

 • Screen Repair
 • Flooring
 • Fencing
 • Tree Removal
 • Home Restoration
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 Will Work With
 House Flippers

   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES
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 HANDYMAN

 • Home Maintenance/
 Repair

 • Lawn & Garden
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc....

 Weekend Warrior
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106

 “Let Me Do All 
 Your Chores”

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 CRC058138
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 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 Starting at Starting at

 * * *

 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 P RIVACY
 S CREEN

 A VAILABLE
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 BLIND REPAIR

 I LOVE TO FIX BLINDS
 Verticals, honeycombs, solar, etc.

 Manual or motorized.
 I’ll beat anyone’s prices 

 and respond within 24 hours.

 Call 352-432-2212 00
0U
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000UGSI

 $ 49 99
 Expires 09/30/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 10% OFF
 Completed

 Repairs

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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 PAINTING

 Eric: (352) 406-1232
 Alex: (352) 973-7317

 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • LICENSED & INSURED

 • Professional 
 Service

 • Satisfaction 
 Guarantee *FREE QUOTE*

 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION   Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

ADVERTISING

TO
ADVERTISE

Call
854-3986

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper 
covering news of communities west of Ocala, including Fore 
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, 
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms, Golden Hills

Problems getting the Messenger? If your community is listed 
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are 
having trouble getting the paper from boxes around the State 
Road 40 and U.S. Highway 27 areas, call 854-3986.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in 
Ocala, Fla. 34477.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986      Fax 352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon FL 34432
Editor - David Davis (352) 854-3986

Circulation - Barbara Jaggers (352) 854-3986
Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea (352) 854-3986

Advertising Sales - Steve Luhrman (352) 854-3986

Manager - John Murphy (352) 563-6363
Deadline for news:

Thursday the week before publication

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader 
ads

2 p.m. Friday

Display Ads
5 p.m. Thursday

I want to get news
in the Messenger

Call Editor David Davis at
352-854-3986 or e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be 
received by Thursday the week before 

publication. All contributions are 
subject to editing for clarity, taste and 

style.

August unemployment rate drops 
The unemployment rate in the Ca-

reerSource Citrus Levy Marion region 
was 4.7 percent in August, down 0.2 
percentage point over the month and 
half a percent lower than the same 
time last year. 

The labor force was 200,461, an in-
crease of 1,819 over the year. The 
number of those with jobs was 191,065, 
up 2,835 compared to August 2017, and 
there were 9,396 unemployed, 1,016 
fewer than the same time last year. 

According to today’s release of the 
August employment summary by the 
Florida Department of Economic Op-
portunity, Levy County continues to 
hold the lowest jobless rate in the re-
gion at 4.1 percent, down 0.2 percent-
age point, followed by Marion County 
at 4.5 percent, down 0.2 percent, and 
Citrus County at 5.3 percent, a drop of 
0.3 percent. Florida’s not seasonally 
adjusted jobless rate – a measure that 
matches the way local rates are calcu-
lated – is 3.8 percent, a decrease of 0.2 
percentage point over the month and 
down from 4.3 percent a year ago.

Nonfarm employment in the Ocala/
Marion County metropolitan statisti-
cal area was 104,800 in August, an in-
crease of 3,100 jobs over the year for a 
job growth rate of 3.0 percent. 

The Homosassa Springs MSA’s non-
farm employment was 33,500, an in-
crease of 1,000 new jobs in nonfarm 
employment over the month for a 3.1 
percent job growth rate.

For the sixth consecutive month, the 

Ocala MSA had the fastest annual job 
growth rate compared to all other 
metro areas in the state in education 
and health services, at 5.9 percent. 
The Ocala MSA continued to post the 
third fastest annual job growth rate 
compared to other metros in manufac-
turing, at 7.2 percent.

Over the year, the Homosassa 
Springs metro continued to post the 
fastest job growth rate compared to all 
metros in government at 4.7 percent.

CareerSource CLM’s CEO Rusty 
Skinner said that in looking at the 
numbers, “what’s important to look at 
is the growth experienced over the 
year.”

“We should not stress about short-
term variations in the seasonally un-
adjusted numbers,” he said. “To gauge 
how well the economy is doing, we 
need to look at the picture from last 
year to this.”

Marion County’s labor force shrank 
by 1,427 over the month to 135,541, the 
number of those with jobs decreased 
by 1,026 to 129,437, and the number of 
unemployed fell by 401 to 6,104. Com-
pared to August 2017, when the unem-
ployment rate was 5.1 percent, the 
labor force has expanded by 1,871, fu-
eled by an increase of 2,577 in the 
number of employed and a drop of 706 
in the number of jobless.

Citrus County labor force grew by 
375 to 48,065, the number of employed 
rose by 493 to 45,457, while the num-
ber of unemployed fell by 118 to 2,608. 

Compared to August 2017, when the 
jobless rate was 5.9 percent, that’s an 
increase of 158 with jobs and a de-
crease of 238 unemployed.  

Levy County’s labor force remained 
virtually unchanged, slipping by 18 to 
16,855, the number of those with jobs 
rose by 17 to 16,171 and the number of 
unemployed decreased by 35 to 684. 
That’s an over-the-year increase of 100 
in the number of employed and drop 
of 72 in the number of jobless com-
pared to when the unemployment rate 
was 4.5 percent. 

According to the employment data 
for August, unemployment rates fell in 
64 counties and remained the same in 
three. 

Citrus County’s unemployment rate 
tied with Highlands County for the 
fourth highest rate among Florida’s 
counties, Marion County moved up 
two spots to reclaim the 12th highest 
rate and Levy County tied with six 
other counties with the 22nd highest 
rate.

Among the metro areas, the Homo-
sassa Springs/Citrus County MSA had 
the second highest rate behind The 
Village’s 5.5 percent and the Ocala 
MSA continued to hold the fifth high-
est rate.

The Ocala MSA’s nonfarm employ-
ment of 104,800 reflected an increase 
of 1,000 jobs over the month and 3,100 
compared to August 2017.  

In addition to education and health 
services (1,100 new jobs for a 5.9 per-

cent growth rate) and manufacturing 
(600 new jobs for a 7.2 percent growth 
rate), industries that grew faster in the 
Ocala metro area than statewide over 
the year were leisure and hospitality 
(700 new jobs, +5.6 percent growth 
rate); professional and business ser-
vices (400 jobs, +4.4 percent); trade, 
transportation and utilities (400 jobs, 
+1.7 percent); and government (100 
jobs, +0.7 percent). 

Industries losing jobs over the year 
were mining, logging and construction 
(-100); and financial activities (-100 
jobs). 

Information and other services 
were unchanged over the year.

In addition to the 3.1 percent over-
the-month job growth rate for the Ho-
mosassa Springs MSA, the metro area 
added 200 jobs compared to August 
2017 for an over-the-year rate increase 
of0.6 percent.

Nonfarm payroll employment in the 
Homosassa Springs MSA was 32,400, 
down 1,400 jobs over the month but an 
increase of 200 jobs (+0.6 percent) 
compared to July 2017.  

In July, the Homosassa Springs MSA 
posted the second fastest annual job 
growth rate compared to all other 
Florida metros in government at 3.1 
percent. In August, the metro’s 4.7 
percent in government was the state’s 
fastest rate among metros.

The region’s employment summary 
for September will be released Friday, 
Oct. 19.

Gist scarfs are on display
The work of artist 

Lauri Gist is on display  
through Friday, Oct. 19, 
in the upper level of 
the Dorothea Jerome 
Building at the College 
of Central Florida Cit-
rus Campus, 3800 S. 
Lecanto Highway, Le-
canto.  

Gist is a self-trained 
artist and ordained 
Unity Minister and 
started painting silks 
to help loosen up her 

oil techniques. She 
holds a dual Bachelor 
of Arts in Comparative 
Religion and Spiritual-
ity. 

She resides in Inver-
ness with her husband 
and creates custom de-
signed and hand-
painted silks, which 
help people manifest 
their dreams. 

“We have the power 
to draw to us that 
which we think, feel, 

say and do, and espe-
cially what we focus 
on,” said Gist. “These 
textiles have the abil-
ity to help us manifest 
the desires of our 
hearts.”  

The exhibit is free 
and may be viewed 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To learn about other 
events at CF, visit 
CF.edu. 

Roberts Cup Invitational 
is coming in October



Uniformed firefight-
ers from across the State 
of Florida will honor 
fallen firefighters with a 
pipes and drums display 
at the Ocala Downtown 
Square Thursday, Oct. 
11.

The event is sched-
uled from 8 to 9:30 p.m. 
and will include a short 
parade. Parade partici-
pants will make their 
way to the Downtown 
Square, where the fol-
lowing firefighters will 
be commemorated: Ste-
ven Terry, Hernando 
County Fire Rescue; Jef-
fery Atkinson, Tallahas-
see Fire Department; 
Daryel Richards, Holly-
wood Fire Rescue; Mi-
chael Camelo Jr., City of 
Cape Coral Fire Depart-
ment.  

Firefighters, active or 
retired, are encouraged 
to join the parade. Par-
ticipants will meet at the 
corner of SE Third Ave-
nue and Broadway at 7 
p.m. 

“For more than a de-

cade, men and women 
from around the State 
have united in down-
town Ocala to commem-
orate lives lost and 
delight passersby with a 
display of one the fire 
services oldest tradi-
tions – pipes and 
drums,” said Ocala Fire 
Rescue Chief Shane Al-
exander. “It is truly an 
honor to host this signifi-

cant ceremony in our 
city.” 

For more information 
about the Firefighter 
Memorial Celebration 
on the Square or The 
Florida Fallen Fire-
fighter Memorial, visit 
https://bit.ly/2pfVS1R or 
follow the Florida State 
Fire College on Face-
book at @FSFCOcala.
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Today’s
New Ads

RIVERFRONT AUC-
TION SATURDAY -

OCTOBER 6th -
10AM

AUCTION HELD ON 
SITE

At the End of
Mustang Drive,  
Dunnellon, FL

34432

PROPERTY
DETAILS

15Â± Acres offered 
in 2 parcels

Located directly on 
Withlacoochee

River

Includes lagoon
frontage

Parcel 1
5+/- Acres Offered 

ABSOLUTE to the last 
and highest bidder

Parcel 2
10+/- Acres - may be 
split into two tracts, 

5+/- Acres each

Auction Terms:
10% deposit due day 
of sale. Balance due 
at closing on or be-
fore 45 days. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

OTHER AUCTIONS

Frostproof
Real Estate Auction

SATUrday -
SEPT 29th - 10AM

Clermont
Commercial

Real Estate Auction
THURS -

OCT 4th - 10AM

Minneola
Restaurant Auction

THURS -
OCT 4th - 2PM

Ph: 813-321-5009
Saunders

Auctions.com

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

DUDLEY’S
� TUES. 9/24  8AM

OPEN AIR Furn., 
tools, household, 
Club car golfcart
� THURS  9/27  5

PM
Quality furn., art, 

jewelry, ParCar golf 
cart, Sleep Number 

beds & more!! 
dudleysauction.co

m
352-637-9588

4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 
Ab1667 Au2246

15% bp

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

RIVERFRONT
AUCTION

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 6th -

10AM

AUCTION HELD
ON SITE At the End 
of Mustang Drive,  

Dunnellon, FL
34432

PROPERTY
DETAILS

15Â± Acres offered 
in 2 parcels

Located directly on 
Withlacoochee

River

Includes lagoon
frontage

Parcel 1
5+/- Acres Offered 

ABSOLUTE to the last 
and highest  bidder

Parcel 2
10+/- Acres - may be 
split into two tracts, 

5+/- Acres each

Auction Terms:
10% deposit due day 
of sale. Balance due 

at closing on or
before 45 days. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

OTHER AUCTIONS

Frostproof
Real Estate

Auction
SAT - SEPT 29th -

10AM

Clermont
Commercial
Real Estate

Auction
THURS - OCT 4th -

10AM

Minneola
Restaurant

Auction
THURS - OCT 4th -

2PM

Ph: 813-321-5009
Saunders

Auctions.com

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

HONDA
2008 Accord EX-L

72,275 miles 
silver/black leather, 

automatic,
sunroof, $2,000 
352-358-0336

tacn@netscape.com

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

 10% Discount
 For New Clients

 Julie’s 
 Unique
 Hair Salon

 352.854.8444 8530 S W  103rd St. • Ocala

 Welc ome...

 Robin
 Our newest stylist!

 Call For Appointments

 00
0U
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Proposed amendment would increase homestead 
property tax exemption; lower local revenues 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  This 
is the second story in a se-
ries that will continue 
over a period of weeks 
due to space constraints. 
This week is the first of 
the 13 proposed amend-
ments to the Florida Con-
stitution.

By DaviD Davis
Editor

C onstitutional 
Amendment 
No. 1 would 

change Article VII, Sec-
tion 6 and Article XII, 
Section 37. The ballot 
title states: Increased 
Homestead Property 
Tax Exemption would 
increase the homestead 
exemption by exempt-
ing the assessed valua-
tion of homestead 
property greater than 
$100,000 and up to 
$125,000 for all levies 
other than school dis-
trict levies. If passed, 
the amendment shall 
take effect Jan. 1, 2019. 

The full text of the 
proposed amendment is 

more than 1,000 words 
in length. The deadline 
for requesting mail-in 
ballots is 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 31.

Former County Com-
missioner Judy Johnson 
said at the Sept. 14 Fri-
day Forum meeting that 
every homeowner gets 
an exemption on the 
first $25,000. The next 
$25,000 is taxable to ev-
eryone. The valuation 
from $75,000 to $100,000 
is also exempt. The 
amendment would add 
a fourth exemption in 
the state constitution.

“All exemptions have 
to be in the constitution 
because that is where 
they were creat-ed,” she 
said.

The argument in 
favor of the proposal is 
that it would lessen the 
tax burden for about 65 
percent of the home-
owners in Florida and 
would result in a loss of 
about $650 million in 
revenue to local govern-
ments.

“Only people who 

have assessed valuation 
of more than $100,000 
would be eligible for 
this additional addi-
tion,” she said. “The 
school tax is exempted. 
They have made a con-
scious decision that 
they want to fully fund 
schools with local tax 
revenue.”

Another reason to 
vote in favor is that it 
will make home owner-
ship more affordable. It 
will help with tax bills, 
creates new incentives 
for home ownership 
and therefore stimu-
lates the economy. 

“Every time you build 
a new home, you also 
have things that go into 
that new home, so the 
economy is stimulated 
in more than one way,” 
she said. 

Folks arguing against 
the amendment say, 
“Wait a minute, local 
property taxes is the 
one tax reserved for 
city and county local 
government and the 
state cannot impose a 

property tax. If you de-
crease the amount of 
taxable value on which 
a city or county can as-
sess, you have reduced 
the amount of revenue 
available to your local 
government.”

In many cases, you re-
duce local revenue to 
the point of fewer pub-
lic services, reduced in-
frastructure and a 
change in the quality of 
life, Johnson said. “If 
your local government 
cannot generate enough 
revenue, you may not 
be able to have some of 
the things you may 
think of as being basic 
governmental services.”

She said this proposal 
is particularly import-
ant to those 14 counties 
that have reached the 
maximum millage rate 
of 10 mils, as stated in 
the constitution.

“Small counties have 
nowhere else to go for 
revenue sources,” she 
said. “The folks who 
argue against this 
amendment say small 

counties could be dra-
matically hurt by this 
amendment. And, they 
argue, Florida’s prop-
erty tax system is a 
mess already. Why 
would we want to in-
crease the mess we al-
ready have.” 

Johnson said to vote 
“yes” for an increase in 
property tax exemption 
to pay less tax.

“If you believe the 
taxes you currently pay 
are not outrageous and 
that you want to con-
tinue providing the 
local government re-
sources, you vote ‘no.’”

Amendments No. 1 
and No. 2 were placed 
on the ballot by the 
state Legislature.

Johnson encouraged 
voters to vote by mail so 
they can read the mea-
sures in the quiet of 
their homes and discuss 
the issues with spouses, 
friends or neighbors.

“The estimate is that 
if you go into the voting 
booth and have to read 
the titles of these, it will 

take you a half-hour to 
vote,” she said. “It’s 
going to be a long ballot. 
It’s go-ing to be an in-
volved ballot, so let’s do 
our homework.”

She suggested visiting 
website bereadytovote.
org, the official voter 
service initiative of the 
League of Women Vot-
ers of Florida Educa-
tion Fund. 

The proposed 
changes to the state 
constitution came from 
the Constitutional Revi-
sion Commission, which 
meets every 20 years, 
from the state Legisla-
ture, by citizen initia-
tives or the Taxation 
and Budget Reform 
Commission.

The Legislature can 
place anything it wants 
on the ballot with a 
three-fifths vote. 

The Legislature put 
three amendments on 
the ballot. They do not 
have to go through the 
governor or the Florida 
Supreme Court for ap-
proval.

SPCA has pets
Ms. Caroline is one of sev-

eral ladies dumped in the 
woods of Ocklawaha. She is 
a cuddle bug She wants to 
sit in your lap and purr. She 
is outgoing and trusting. She 
is a 5-month-old calico, and 
5 pounds of love waiting for 
you.

Jesse is a knee-high 40-50 
pound Black Mouth Cur. He 
is about 8 or 9 years old with 
a little arthritis, but other-
wise very healthy. He is pa-
tient, affectionate, loyal, not 
a barker. He is neutered 
with all his shots up to date. 
His mommy was in hospice 
and he stayed by her side. 
Can you give this loving dog 
a home?

Don’t forget Bunco is 
back. The date is Saturday, 
Nov. 3, at the Arbor Confer-
ence Center, Suites E 
through H. The doors open 
at 11:30 so you will have 
time for lunch. Tickets are 
$25 each. Jackie Ludmer 
will be pleased to answer 
any questions and take your 
order for tickets. Her num-
ber is 352-304-8124

If you are interested in 
becoming a member, we 
hold monthly meetings the 
third Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. We are located at 
the OZK building on 200 be-
fore the entrance to On Top 
Of The World on the second 
floor. All are welcome.

Ocala hosting parade 
to honor fallen 

Florida firefighters

arrangements, quilts, 
paintings, and a large 
assortment of holiday 
decorations will be on 
sale. Admission to this 
event is free and open to 
the public. No pets, 
please.

Compassion & 
Choices

Ocala Chapter of Com-
passion & Choices will 
have an interactive pre-
sentation about End-of-
Life Concerns at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 6, at Mas-
ter the Possibilities in 
Live Oak Hall by Lynda 
Spence, a member of 
the Extension Faculty in 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences for the Univer-
sity of Florida. This 

should be very interest-
ing so bring your family, 
friends and strangers. 
Register at masterthe-
possibilities.org or call 
352-854-3699.

Sunday, Oct. 7
Chamber Music 

Society
The Marion Chamber 

Music Society presents 
Ensemble D’Amore fea-
turing Ocala’s own 
Charles McGee (oboe) 
Sunday, Oct. 7. The 
group includes violins, 
viola, cello, clarinet and 
oboe. This concert 
marks the debut perfor-
mance of Ensemble 
D’Amore, performing 
works by Mozart and 
Puccini. The concert is 
at 3 p.m., at Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church, 
6455 SW SR 200, Ocala. 
The concert is spon-

sored in part by a grant 
from the Marion Cul-
tural Alliance. MCMS 
con-certs: Always Ex-
ceptional, Always Free. 
For more information 
call 352-867-1340 or visit 
us at marionchamber-
music.com.

Monday, Oct. 9
United Church of 

Christ
A Bereavement Sup-

port Group will start 
Monday, Oct. 9, from 
10:30 a.m. to noon at 
First Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
on 7171 SW State Road 
200 in Ocala. This group 
will meet for six consec-
utive weekly meetings. 
We’ll be using the excel-
lent program developed 
by Rev. Dr. Blair Stew-
art. His manual is avail-
able at Amazon, but 

purchase is not neces-
sary to participate. Cof-
fee and cake will be 
served. Participation is 
free and open to all. To 
RSVP and for more in-
formation please call 
Teddy at (352) 368-9927, 
email flaury@cox.net or 
visit facebook.com/Ocal-
aCongregationalChurch 
to see this event.

Saturday, Oct. 13
Lions Flee Market
The Ocala 200 Lions 

Club will be holding a 
Flea Market Oct. 13 
(rain date Oct. 20) from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bank of 
the Ozarks at 8375 SW 
Highway 200. There will 
be a variety of vendors 
on hand as well as food/
drink available for sale 
by the Dunnellon Lions 
Club. 

The Ocala 200 Lions 
Club will offer free dia-

betic screening during 
the same hours. 

You are invited to join 
us for this fundraising 
event. As always, all pro-
ceeds generated by the 
Lions Clubs will be used 
for community projects 
throughout the year. 

For more information, 
please call 352-861-2930. 

Sunday, Oct. 14
Challah cooking class

If you love challah 
(egg bread) or just want 
to see if you would love 
it, and we are sure you 
will, please join in at 
our first cooking class at 
Congregation Beth Sho-
lom.  It will be Sunday, 
Oct. 14 at 1:30 p.m. in 
Kellner Auditorium be-
hind the Synagogue at 
92 Civic Circle in Bev-
erly Hills. Everyone, 
Jewish or not, is invited 
to participate.

 Cost is only $10 per 
person, and you will 
learn the traditions of 
challah, learn how to 
bake the challah, and 
best part, will get to take 
it home and enjoy eating 
it. 

If any questions, or to 
reserve your place at 
the class, please call 
Sue Pellegrino at 352-
513-4167 as soon as pos-
sible.

Countryside Church 
Concert

Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church Concert 
Arts Series Oct. 14 at 3 
p.m. Donna Topp and 
Shirley Wang will give a 
4-handed piano perfor-
mance of light classical 
music. In addition, Shir-
ley, classical soprano, 
will sing selections 
Brahms, Faure and  

LANDING
Continued from Page A11
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O nly in the 
United States, 
would there be 

a National Cheese-
burger Day! 

It is a nonofficial cele-
bration on Sept. 
18.  Americans eat 14 
billion cheeseburgers a 
year. This may be the 
reason why we cele-
brate this day.

According to some 
sites, the exact origin of 
the modern-day ham-
burger remains a mys-
tery. The most 
well-known is Louis 
Lassen who introduced 
a hamburger steak sand-
wich in his New Haven, 
Connecticut, restaurant 
in 1990. Others claim 
that ‘Hamburger Char-
lie’ Nagreen actually in-
vented the dish at a 
Wisconsin’s Outgamie 
County Fair in 1885 and 
yet still others claim 

that it was the Menches 
brothers who did it at an 
1885 fair in New York. 

Whomever discovered, 
it is delicious food en-
joyed by many.

All of us have favorite 
burger places but I was 
surprised to find out 
that most people like 
Five Guys Burger even 
over other fast food 
places. A few more in-
teresting facts about the 
cheese on hamburgers 
are the types of cheese 
used. 66 percent of 
Americans like Ameri-
can cheese on their 
burgers, 65 percent like 
cheddar, 43 percent like 
Swiss, 40 percent like 
Pepper Jack and 31 per-
cent like provolone. 

Thanks to the Life-
style Office, Stone Creek 
residents were invited 
to celebrate the holiday 
at a cheeseburger social. 
The event included 
grilled cheeseburgers, 
toppings, chips and 
drinks. 88 residents took 
part in the celebration. 
Thanks to Mary Ann 

Blaine, our new assis-
tant lifestyle assistant, 
who took the pictures of 
the event. Here’s to 

cheeseburgers when-
ever you enjoy them and 
with your favorite 
cheese!

Christ’s Church of 
Marion County wel-
comes The Dixie 
Echoes to the concert 
stage Friday evening, 
Oct. 5 at 6:30 p.m.  

Doors will open at 
5:30 p.m. There are no 
tickets required, no 
admission charge; 
however, we will 
receive a love offering 
for the group during 
the concert.

For over 50 years, 
The Dixie Echoes have 
been delivering the 
gospel message in song 
across America 
through their spiritu-
ally uplifting music 
ministry. Considered to 
be one of the pioneer 
gospel groups, the 
Dixie Echoes have re-
turned to their roots 
singing around two mi-
crophones with just a 
piano. Respected 
among their peers and 
industry leaders alike, 
the Dixie Echoes are 
one of the premiere 
groups in gospel 
music. 

Since the Dixie 
Echoes formed in 1960, 
they have released 

nearly 70 albums and 
have had numerous 
top 10 singles. They 
have been honored 
with six members in-
ducted into the South-
ern Gospel Music 
Association Hall of 
Fame: J.G. Whitfield 
(1997), Dale Shelnut 
(2001), Jack Toney 
(2005), Billy Todd 
(2009), Tim Riley 
(2013), and Randy 
Shelnut (2017). 

The Dixie Echoes 
have performed 
throughout the United 
States, Mexico and 
Canada at well-known 
venues such as the Na-
tional Quartet Conven-
tion, Gospel Jubilee 
Cruise, the Brumley 
Sing, Memphis Quartet 
Show, Dollywood, Sil-
ver Dollar City, and 
Carnegie Hall as well 
as churches, fairs and 
on television. The 
Dixie Echoes have ap-
peared on such pro-
grams as TBN, INSP 
and are most notably 
remembered for their 
regular appearances 
on the nationally syn-
dicated television 

show, The Gospel Sing-
ing Jubilee which 
aired in the late 1960s 
and 70s. 

Although each indi-
vidual presents his 
own musical styling, 
the members collec-
tively share the com-
mon goal of doing 
everything they can to 
expose the audience to 
the power of a mean-
ingful song. With argu-
ably the best line-up of 
talent ever, the Dixie 
Echoes present the 
gospel message with a 
touch of class and ex-
cellence. 

Over the last 50 years 
God has trusted the 
Dixie Echoes with the 
purpose of telling ev-

eryone they can about 
Him. To do this He has 
provided talented men 
with a dedication to 
this grand style of 
music. In the timeless 
tradition of the States-
men Quartet and the 
Blackwood Brothers 
Quartet, the Dixie 
Echoes will continue 
to sing songs in such a 
manner that no one 
can miss a single word, 
not one distraction 
from hearing what the 
songwriter wanted to 
share.

 Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is 
located at 6768 SW 80th 
Street in Ocala – just 
off State Road 200.  For 
more information or 

directions, contact the 
church at 352-861-6182 

or visit our website at 
www.ccomc.org.

E njoying a ca-
sual evening at 
home, reclin-

ing in my favorite easy 
chair reading, while the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage was chatting 
on the telephone. I sel-
dom pay attention to 
phone conversations. 
After all, I only get one 
side of the conversa-
tion, which may be mis-
leading at the very best. 
I’ve been caught in that 
trap before with some 
pretty dire conse-
quences. I am not going 
to get caught again, if I 
can help it.

Then an odd phrase 
caught my attention: 
“plastic surgery.” My 
ears perked up and I 
heard my wife say, “I 
certainly agree with 
that article and I’m 
going to do some plastic 
surgery myself.”

Well, you can imagine 
what thoughts were rac-
ing through my head. 
When she hung up the 
telephone, I queried 
her about it.

In my book, plastic 
surgery is a big step.

“You do support me 

in this plastic surgery 
plan, don’t you?”

There are times to 
disagree with your 
spouse, but as a hus-
band for over 45 years, I 
have never discovered 
that time. Forcing a 
smile, I nodded in the 
affirmative and told her 
she had my full support 
in whatever she de-
cided.

I had to admit that 
the “time” had finally 
come to our humble 
abode. Who am I to 
fight it? I go by this 
motto, “He who smiles 
and agrees with his 
spouse lives to smile 
another day.”

I plan to smile until 
the day I die.

I never really thought 
about plastic surgery, 
but perhaps my wife 
was right. Perhaps she 
could use a little face-
lift. For me to get a face-
lift, the surgeon would 
need a huge construc-
tion crane. Then comes 
the awkward part, what 
do they do with my face 
after it was lifted?

Women, more than 
men, are a little sensi-

tive about their appear-
ance. For a man, 
“appearance” means he 
showed up. A woman 
has an altogether differ-
ent approach to the 
term “appearance.”

Some women look in 
the mirror and see 
where some improve-
ments could be made. 
For example, they see 
bags under their eyes 
that could not get 
through the airport car-
ry-on luggage size re-
quirement.

Then there is the 
problem with their 
nose, which could stand 
a little tweaking. For all 
practical purposes, one 
of those double chins 
has to go. Moreover, 
what woman couldn’t 
use a tummy tuck and 
other snippings of the 
flesh?

Believe me; I never 
would have brought it 
up, but if that makes my 
wife happy, then what-
ever it costs, we can put 
it on a credit card. The 
only problem with put-
ting something like this 
on a credit card is that 
by the time you pay it 
off you need another 
procedure.

But, she is worth it in 
my checkbook. I have 
no compunction what-

soever of writing out 
that check.

Each day I checked 
the appointment calen-
dar hanging on our re-
frigerator to find out 
when she would be 
going in for the surgery. 
Day after day, I looked, 
but could never find any 
appointment.

I supposed she was a 
little sensitive about the 
whole thing and did not 
want it staring at her 
day after day on the ap-
pointment calendar. 
Whatever the reason, 
she had my silent sup-
port, for all it was worth. 
I am sure she would do 
the same for me. That is 
what marriage is all 
about. Supporting one 
another in the develop-
ments of life, whatever 
that development might 
be.

I decided to tuck this 
little bit in the back of 
my mind and, however it 
developed would be all 
right with me.

One day this week, I 
went to the Slurp N’ 
Burp Café for a quiet 
lunch. The issue was far 
from my mind as I en-
joyed a delicious lunch. 
As I finished my last cup 
of coffee, the waitress 
brought my bill and I 
pulled my wallet out to 

pay for it.
In searching my wal-

let for a credit card I 
discovered, much to my 
chagrin, that there were 
no credit cards to be 
found. Somehow, I had 
lost my credit cards. 
Perhaps, in the morning 
when I was getting 
dressed they dropped 
out of my wallet as I was 
placing it in my trousers.

The problem with that 
theory was that all the 
other cards in my wallet 
were intact.

Fortunately, I had my 
cellphone and called 
my wife.

“Honey, I’ve lost all 
my credit cards. I’m 
here at the restaurant 
and I can’t find any 
credit cards in my wal-
let. Do you have any 
idea what I did with my 
credit cards?”

“I cut them all up."
“You did what?”
“You said you sup-

ported my plastic sur-
gery plan, didn’t you?”

“But, I thought...”
“You, thought what?”
Oh boy.
Dear reader: please 

disregard the first part 
of this column. If you 
happen to read my obit-
uary in next week’s 
newspaper, you will 
know that my lovely, vi-

vacious, eternally 
youthful wife did not 
disregard the first part 
and I’m currently Rest-
ing In Pieces.

I must confess that my 
hearing is good; it is my 
understanding that falls 
so far short. The only 
exercise I’m really good 
at is “jumping-to-con-
clusions.” 

This is common 
among many people 
who call themselves 
Christians. Their hear-
ing is good but their 
“doing” is not up to par.

The apostle James 
understood this truth 
quite well. He writes, 
“But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your 
own selves” (James 
1:22).

It is not so much what 
you hear that pays divi-
dends in life, but what 
you do.

The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellow-
ship. He lives with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage, in Ocala, 
34472. Call him at 352-
687-4240 or email james-
snyder2@att.net. The 
church website is www.
whatafellowship.com.
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 8075 SW Hwy. 200
 Ocala, FL • 352-304-8781
 2602 SW 19th Ave. Rd.

 Ocala, FL • 352-236-6809
 jerseymikes.com

 10/4/18
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MASSAGE THERAPY
Specializing in Deep Tissue, Classic Swedish, Warm 

Bamboo and many other techniques to keep you well
Cupping, Dry Brushing

Fall Onto My Table!
$5 Off New Clients

with this ad

(352) 854-5969 / 207-4089
reikik8@gmail.com

8720 SW SR. 200 #3
Ocala, Fl 34481

Katlin Prendergast, LMT
MA# 47778, MM# 18951
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 CANINE DESIGN
 Pet Grooming Boutique

 $ 5 00  OFF
 FULL GROOMING

 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala • Dillon Plaza
 352-854-2350

 Kathy & Gabriel Naranjo, Owners
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 Medical Marijuana Use 
 in Marion County?

 Brief Lecture & Open 
 Discussion

 Medical Marijuana Use  Medical Marijuana Use 
 in Marion County? in Marion County?

 Brief Lecture & Open  Brief Lecture & Open 
 Discussion Discussion

 MONDAY
 OCT. 8

 6:00-7:00 P.M.

 CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT
 352-304-6433

 Brentwood at Fore Ranch
 Senior Living Community

 4511 SW 48th Ave., Ocala, FL 34474

 Dr. Josh Henry, MD will deliver a 
 brief lecture on the benefits of medical 

 “pot” and guide a Q & A session.
 Join us for light hors d’oeuvres and 

 refreshments.
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All Trips 
Escorted

352-840-0333
www.LauraKaneTravel.com

Call for our newsletter

#ST36723

DAY TRIPS:
10/20 Cedar Key Seafood Festival.................................$39
11/08 Run For Your Wife................................................$89
11/17 Winter Wondrettes................................................$99
12/03 Stetson Mansion in Deland..................................$99
12/20 Show Palace Christmas Special..........................$97

Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nts hotel, two $15 meal vouchers, $55 in freeplay.
*Inquire for holiday rates

Biloxi Ca$ino Tours

Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

Beau Rivage
$249 pp/dbl

Oct. 29-Nov. 01 & Dec. 03-06
Nov. 20-23 Thanksgiving*

Dec. 23-27 Christmas*
Gratuity for 

driver & hostess 
included!

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

Financial tip of the week: Pay attention

———n———

Dixie Echoes spread the Gospel through music

National Cheeseburger Day Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

Art classes announced
Oct. 3: Beginner Watercolor Basics 

 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.                               
Instructor: Susan Jane Donohoe
Cost: $35 plus $10 supply fee
Learn the basics of watercolor 

painting and how to control water-
color while working on specific proj-
ects.

Oct. 3: Intermediate Watercolor 
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.                               

Instructor: Susan Jane Donohoe
Cost: $45 plus $10 supply fee
This class is for students who have 

worked with watercolors but are ready 
to learn on a higher level.

Oct. 6: Pen and Ink Drawing Class 
10 a.m. – noon             

Instructor: Jan Obrebski
Cost: $25 - Please bring sketchbook, 

soft pencil and eraser.
Students will learn line & basic 

strokes, leading to tone building , tex-
ture & contrasts. Continuation classes 
leading to architectural, pets and 
landscapes will be available.

Oct. 17: Basket Weaving                                              
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.                               

Instructor: Meredith McCartan
Cost: $30 - plus $5 material fee
Students will learn three different 

weave patterns to construct a 8” x10” 

round basket. Please see tool list at 
registration.

Oct. 20           
Pendant Wire Sculpture           12:30 
p.m. - 3:30 p.m.                               

Instructor: Lynda Ryan
Cost: $55 includes all materials
Students will have enough supplies 

to complete a 2-inch project at home. 
Learn basic wire wrapping skills to 
complete a silver filled gemstone pen-
dant. Please bring flat nose, round pli-
ers and flush cutter.

Oct. 22-24: Stained Glass Beginners 
Night Light, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.                             

Instructor: Donna Josephson
Cost: $55 plus $22 supply fee
Beginner students will learn to cut 

glass, foil and solder in this three eve-
ning class.

Class sizes are limited. Times and 
fees vary. All materials are provided 
unless otherwise noted in the class de-
scription. Advance registration and 
payment by check or cash is recom-
mended. Call 352-445-8547. 

The Rainbow Springs artist Cooper-
ative is located at 20804 West Pennsyl-
vania Ave, Dunnellon,  and is open 
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.



involved in the pro-
cess,” Cummings said. 
“When children are at 
home doing homework, 
parents know if their 
kids understand the in-
formation.”

He said, “I am for 
homework, but I’m not 
for a whole lot of home-
work, because it’s going 
to allow us to under-
stand where our kids 
are in the system.”

Wilson just said, “I 
think it was a really 
bad idea,” to get rid of 
homework.

Boynton said most 
parents want home-
work for their children.

Thrower said, “I 
didn’t like it, but I know 
it’s important. I think 
the intent was to re-
place traditional home-
work with more 
reading. We all know 
that reading is power. 

We need to be able to 
read contracts, so we 
don’t get ripped off – 
there are just so many 
reasons to know how to 
read and read well.”

She said it is crucial 
for families to read to-
gether with their chil-
dren.

“Appropriate home-
work is great, but it 
needs to be for prac-
tice. Kids should not 
be bringing home 
homework they don’t 
know how to do be-
cause many parents 
work nights and kids 
need to know how to 
do it on their own,” she 
said.

Arnett said that she 
agreed with the others, 
but added, “I think it 
should be to reinforce 
skills they have al-
ready learned. I don’t 
think we should give 
them homework for the 
sake of giving them 
homework. I don’t 
think we should be giv-

ing them a lot of busy 
work, but a few min-
utes at home so the 
parents can be en-
gaged in what their 
children are learning. 
The parents can see 
what’s going on. Read-
ing is fundamental. Re-
member “Fraggle 
Rock?” Reading is fun-
damental. We used to 
hear that all the time 
and we’ve gotten away 
from that.”

She said the superin-
tendent had a fantastic 
idea that parents read 
with their children 20 
minutes nightly. 

 “Even if they have 
homework, they still 
need to be reading with 
their kids,” she said.

King also said she 
agreed that students 
need homework, but 
“teachers need auton-
omy in the classroom. 
Reading is essential, 
but so is math. I’m not 
saying bombard our 
students with tons and 

tons of homework but 
there does need to be a 
balance. Parents need 
to know what’s going on 
in their students’ class-
room. They need to see 
what they’re working 
on. It also teaches stu-
dents responsibility 
and organization.”
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 Communities
 That Are
 Just Right
 for You

 Call Today to Make Your Reservation at  (352) 563-5592.

 Wednesday, October 10, 2018
 9:00am - 2:00pm

 Lunch and Transportation Included

 FREE SENIOR TOURS
 Join us on our luxurious coach bus
 as we tour some of  the best senior 

 communities in Marion County.
 We take care of  all the details as you 
 visit with different communities in 
 the area and explore your future 

 home options.
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Carriers needed
The South Marion Citi-

zen has two routes avail-
able and is looking for 
people available to work 
Thursday afternoon and 
Friday morning. 

One route available is 
along Southwest 103rd 
Avenue and includes JB 
Ranch, Spruce Creek 
North, Whispering Pines 
and Bahia Oaks.

Reliable transporta-
tion is required. These 
routes provide supple-
mental income.

For more info call the 
South Marion Citizen, 
352-816-6972. 

Bus tour highlights 
senior care 

communities 
Residents faced with 

the ever-changing needs 
of growing older are in-
vited to learn of some of 
the various options 
available to them in 
Marion County by taking 
a tour of two local se-
nior-care communities 
Wednesday, Oct. 10.

The South Marion Cit-
izen event is free and 
includes lunch, trans-
portation by bus and 
guided tours of Pacifica 
Senior Living Ocala and 
Canterfield of Ocala

As people grow older, 
they have different 
needs, including non-
medical in-home care, 
independent living with 
companionship, as-
sisted living with skilled 
health care services and 
even memory care, as 
needed by those suffer-
ing with Alzheimer’s 
disease.

The facilities toured 
provide different types 
and degrees of services.

Midway through the 
tour, a free lunch will be 
provided by Canterfield 
of Ocala. Advanced 
Physical Therapy will 

See BUS/Page A16

give an educational pre-
sentation.

Due to limited bus 
seating, interested par-
ties must make reserva-
tions in advance by 
calling 352-563-5592 be-
fore Friday Oct. 5.

Those taking the tour 
will meet at 9 a.m. in the 
parking lot of the Stee-
plechase Plaza on State 
Road 200 in the area of 
Save a Lot and Bealls 
Outlet. The bus will leave 
at 9:30 a.m. and return 
around 2 p.m.

BUS
Continued from Page A1

MIA/POWs remembered
By DaviD Davis

Editor

O n Sept. 21, the 
stark black and 
white banner 

symbolizing America’s 
Missing in Action and 
Prisoners of War flew 
over the White House 
and other locations 
across the country. 

President Donald 
Trump stated in a proc-
lamation that, “We do 
this, each year, to recog-
nize those who have suf-
fered the horrors of 
enemy captivity, those 
who have still not re-
turned from war, and 
the families who have 
yet to lay their loved 
ones to rest with the 
honor and dignity they 
deserve.”

Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 4781 Auxiliary 
President Marygrace 
Felt said the auxiliary 
unit holds the ceremony 
every year if possible. 
This year, it was held 

Saturday, Sept. 22, to 
allow the North Marion 
Young Marines to partic-

ipate.
The president stated, 

“Throughout American 

history, the men and 
women of our Armed 
Forces have selflessly 
served our country, mak-
ing tremendous sacri-
fices to defend our 
liberty. On National 
POW/MIA Recognition 
Day, we honor all Ameri-
can prisoners of war 
and express our deep 
gratitude for the cour-
age and determination 
they exemplified while 
enduring terrible hard-
ships. We also pay trib-
ute to those who never 
returned from the bat-
tlefield and to their fam-
ilies, who live each day 
with uncertainty about 
the fate of their loved 
ones. These families are 
entitled to the knowl-
edge that their loved 
ones still missing and 
unaccounted for will 
never be forgotten.”

Felt said they keep a 
table with a single place 
setting in the foyer of 
the Angela Santos VFW. 
Most of the members 

know the significance of 
the table, but some 
guests do not know and 
throw candy wrappers 
and other debris on the 
table adorned with the 
plain white tablecloth.

“It’s a sacred table,” 
she said. “For those who 
don’t know, we will in-
form them today with 
the ceremony.”

According to the De-
fense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency, there 
are still 54 Floridians 
listed as Prisoners of 
War, Missing in Action 
and Killed in Action/
Body not Recovered in 
Vietnam; 157 from the 
Korean War; and 915 
from Word War II. The 
total number of Ameri-
cans not recovered after 
WWII is 72,884.

The ceremony began 
with chaplain Barbara 
Priest offering the open-
ing prayer. She ex-
pressed “our great 
concern for our country-

VFW, Young Marines hold ceremony Saturday 

School board candidates support homework
By DaviD Davis

Editor

After hearing all 
six candidates 
for the Marion 

County School Board 
say they favored home-
work, the questioner 
replied that she felt 
slighted when her 
child was with a 
teacher all day and at 
night.

“I can’t have my 
child to myself because 
he’s too busy doing 
homework that he 
doesn’t need to do be-
cause he already 

knows the informa-
tion,” the questioner 
said. “He has already 
proven it based on his 
grades, and yet, he has 
to set there and write 
this stupid homework 
that’s unnecessary 
when I could be with 
my child doing family 
things. If you all think 
they need homework, 
then it needs to be re-
vamped because every 
child does not need 
homework.”

She said students 
who cannot do the 
work and their parents 
cannot help them are 

frustrated and it is psy-
chologically damaging.

That was among the 
questions asked of 
school board candi-
dates engaged in run-
off elections. The 
question was asked 
during a political 
forum in Dunnellon 
Tuesday, Sept. 18, at 
the American Legion 
hall. 

Eric Cummings and 
Ed Wilson are vying for 
District 3. In the Au-
gust Primary, Wilson 
finished with 28,192 
(43.22 percent) of the 
vote to Cummings’ 

21,531 (33.01 percent). 
Donnie Prophet fin-
ished third with 15,505 
(23.77 percent) votes. 

Incumbent Angie 
Boynton barely held 
off Nancy Thrower in 
District 4. Boynton fin-
ished the Primary with 
18,401 (27.84 percent) 
to Thrower’s 32,544 
(49.24 percent) of the 
vote. Jane Moerlie fin-
ished in third with 
15,154 (22.93 percent) 
of the vote count.

Incumbent Kelly 
King and Shelia Arnett 
finished the Primary 
Election in a virtual 

dead heat with 25,032 
(37.95 percent) voting 
for her and 24,500 
(37.15 percent) casting 
ballots for Arnett. 

On the question of 
homework, Cummings 
said it is part of the 
process.

“Everyone who has 
gone to school; you all 
had homework 
whether you wanted to 
do it or not. Homework 
is not just beneficial 
for the student, but it 
is beneficial for the 
parent at home to be 

See SCHOOL/Page A16
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North Marion Young Marines prepare to set the "ta-
ble for one" Saturday during the MIA/POW remem-
brance ceremony at VFW Post 4781.

Gershwin, Montsalvatge 
and Moszkowski, accom-
panied by Donna. Donna 
will play piano selections 
from Gershwin, Chopin 
and Faure. Concert free, 
offering taken. For infor-
mation, please call 352-
237-4633.

Wednesday, Oct. 17
Tobacco Free

Tobacco Free Florida.
com, AHEC Suwanne 
River and Florida 
Health will host a “Quit 
Your Way” program at 
the Marion Oaks Recre-
ation & Fitness Center. 
This is a group quit pro-
gram – in-person option 
of Tobacco Free Flori-
da’s Quite Your Way ser-
vices. Pre-registration is 
required by calling toll 
free 1-866-341-2730. This 
is a two-hour Tools to 
Quit Group taking place 

CONCERT
Continued from Page A14

Wednesday, Oct. 17, at 
5:30 p.m.  You must be 18 
years of age or older to 
participate. If medically 
appropriate you can re-
ceive free nicotine re-
placement patches, gum 
or lozenges. 

United Church of 
Christ

The First Congrega-
tional United Church of 
Christ has a Church ser-
vice at Timber Ridge Re-
habilitation and Nursing 
Center at 9848 S.W. 110th 
Street, Ocala, 34481, Sat-
urday, Oct. 13, at 10:15 
a.m. We bring music, a 
message, and friendly 
faces to chat with the res-
idents. This is your op-
portunity to bring cheer 
to the residents and their 
participation in singing 
the old favorites and to 
bring them love.

For more information, 
please call Don Fitch at 
352-637-1138 or visit face-
book.com/OcalaCongre-
gationalChurch.               


