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 Communities
 That Are
 Just Right
 for You

 Call Today to Make Your Reservation at  (352) 563-5592.

 Wednesday, October 10, 2018
 9:00am - 2:00pm

 Lunch and Transportation Included

 FREE SENIOR TOURS
 Join us on our luxurious coach bus
 as we tour some of  the best senior 

 communities in Marion County.
 We take care of  all the details as you 
 visit with different communities in 
 the area and explore your future 

 home options.

 000UJ8E

 Diagnosed In More Than  2 Million 
 Patients Annually.  Routine Screening

 And Early Detection Is Key To Treatment.

 Ocala Office  352-746-2200 • 9401 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala, FL
 Lecanto Office   352-746-2200 • 525 N. Dacie Pt., Lecanto, FL

 www.dermatologyonline.com

 SUNCOAST DERMATOLOGY
 AND SKIN SURGERY CENTER  Board Certified American Board of Dermatology; American Society for Dermatology Surgery, Member Amer ican 

 Association of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Fellow American Society for MOHS Surgery

 Participating with: Medicare, BCBS,
 Cigna, Humana, Aetna, United 
 Healthcare (specific plans)

 From Left to Right: Margaret Collins, MD, 
 Ashton Wester, ARNP,  William Welton, MD, 
 Ralph Massullo, MD, Michael Wartels, MD, 
 Carla Bai ley,  PA,  Brian Bonomo, PA,
 Kristy Chatham, PA

 Skin Cancer
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13 proposed constitutional amendments

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
story will continue over a 
period of weeks due to 
space constraints. This 
week is an overview of 
the 13 proposed amend-
ments to the Florida Con-
stitution.

By DAVID DAVIS
Editor

Former Marion 
County Com-
missioner Judy 

Johnson presented pros 
and cons of the 13 con-
stitutional amendments 
on the Nov. 6 General 
Election Ballot to the 
Friday Forum, Friday, 
Sept. 14.

Johnson encouraged 
voters to vote absentee 
if they are eligible so 
they can read the mea-
sures in the quiet of 
their homes and discuss 
the issues with spouses, 
friends or neighbors.

“The estimate is that 
if you go into the voting 
booth and have to read 

the titles of these, it will 
take you a half-hour to 
vote,” she said. “It’s 
going to be a long ballot. 
It’s going to be an in-
volved ballot, so let’s do 

our homework.”
She suggested visiting 

website bereadytovote.
org, the official voter 
service initiative of the 
League of Women Voters 

of Florida Education 
Fund. 

To view the full text of 
the amendments, go to 
the Florida Division of 
Elections at https://dos.

elections.myflorida.com/
initiatives/.

There are a number of 
websites offering per-
spectives on the amend-
ments, including the 
Florida Chamber of 
Commerce and Ballot-
pedia.

The proposed changes 
to the state constitution 
came from the Constitu-
tional Revision Commis-
sion, which meets every 
20 years, from the state 
Legislature, by citizen 
initiatives or the Taxa-
tion and Budget Reform 
Commission. The Taxa-
tion and Budget Reform 
Committee did not ad-
vance any of the mea-
sures.

The Legislature can 
place anything it wants 
on the ballot with a 
three-fifths vote. The 
Legislature put three 
amendments on the bal-
lot. They do not have to 
go through the governor 
or the Florida Supreme 
Court for approval. 

The Citizen Initiative 
Petition Process must 
deal with a single sub-
ject, the title must be 75 
words or less, and con-
vince 8 percent of the 
voters who voted in the 
last presidential elec-
tion or 76,632 to sign a 
petition. The signatures 
are presented to the at-
torney general and the 
state Supreme Court for 
review. After review, 
766,200 valid voter sig-
natures.

“When you are consid-
ering each of these 
amendments, think 
about a couple of things. 
No. 1, does the issue rise 
to the level of the consti-
tution or is it something 
better dealt with or can 
be dealt with in statute. 
This is our basic gover-
nance document. We 
can make it improve 
Florida. We can make it 
hold Florida back,” she 
said.
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Former Marion County Commissioner Judy Johnson offers pro and con ar-
guments on the 13 amendments at the Friday Forum, Friday, Sept. 14, at the 
Golden Corral on College Road.

See AMENDMENT/Page A5

Former County Commissioner offers pro and con arguments

Woods warns seniors of cybercrimes 
By DAVID DAVIS

Editor

Marion County Sheriff 
Billy Woods spoke of 
cybercrimes and two 

proposed constitutional 
amendments on the November 
ballot during the SR 200 Coali-
tion meeting Monday, Sept. 10, 
at TimberRidge Building 5000.

He said criminals frequently 
change schemes. They realize 
one thing isn’t working, then 
move onto something else.

“It’s always been phone 
calls,” he told the audi-
ence. “Now it’s email. They 
have the capability on their 
phone for a number to show up 
that is not their number. Well, 
if they can do it through a 
phone, don’t you think they can 

do it through an email as 
well?”

He told them to report! Re-
port! Report! Law enforcement 
cannot respond if it doesn’t 
know about it. He also said to 
call the Better Business Bu-
reau and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

“If you get something that 
looks somewhat legit, call 
somebody else and verify. 
Call,” Woods said. “Make those 
phone calls. Be annoying. Tell 
us about it. Let us know. Crimi-
nals are geniuses. I’m going on 
30 years now in law enforce-
ment and if they applied what 
they do criminally to our world 
problems, we wouldn’t have 
cancer, the would have Nobel 
Peace Prizes; those inmates in 
my jail, holy mackerel, the in-

genuity that comes out of 
them is incredible.”

The sheriff said the two 
things retailers ask for is 
your telephone number and 
email address so that they 
can use it for promotional 
purposes through third-
party associates.

 “Technology is wonderful, 
but technology has a nega-
tive side as well,” he said.  

One man in the audience 
said he received a forged ca-
shier’s check in the mail to 
which Woods replied, “If you 
get a cashier’s check and it 
looks legit. Call the issuing 
bank.”

He said it’s incredible 
what criminals can do with a 
cellphone. They can set 

Marion County 
Sheriff Billy 
Woods speaks 
on a wide va-
riety of topics 
dealing with law 
enforcement 
Monday, Sept. 
10, at the SR 
200 Coalition in 
Building 5000 at 
TimberRidge.

MESSENGER 
PHOTO/

DAVID DAVIS

See WOODS/Page A2

music by our Worship 
Choir.  Our praise time 
includes a blend of famil-
iar hymns of the church 
as well as contemporary 
praise songs with a full 
praise band.  pastor 
David Bellows will pres-
ent a message of inspira-
tion.   

 Monday evening the 
men come together at 
6:30 p.m. for a Bible 
Study in the book of Ga-
latians.  

 Women who are inter-
ested in crafts meet 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 
to work on group and in-
dividual projects.

 Pastor Ray Westman 
leads a Small Group 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Sept. 26  at 4 p.m.  The 
group meets in our main 
building and takes an in-
depth look at the Sunday 
morning message with a 
video message by pastor 

HAPPENINGS
Continued from Page A11

David Bellows.
 Christ’s Church of 

Marion County is at 6768 
SW 80th St., off State 
Road 200. For more in-
formation on all our 
events or for directions 
visit our website at www.
ccomc.org or contact the 
church office at 352-861-
6182.

Saturday, Sept. 29

Arts and Crafts Show
Come visit many 

unique venders. Hand-
made items, gift ideas, 
raffle, bake sale, re-
freshments and much 
more from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, 
at Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church, 7768 SW 
State Road 200. Visit 
countrysideocala.org or 
call 352- 237-4633.

Kraft Bazaar
Saturday Sept. 29, 9 

a.m. - 1 p.m., Kraft Ba-
zaar, Sweetwater Oaks. 
Many Handmade, 

unique items.
Start your Christmas 

Shopping early, 3151 
NW 44th Ave. Ven-dors 
call Terri 513-253-9918 

Altar and Rosary 

Society
The Altar & Rosary 

Society of St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church 
will be holding a huge 
flea market Saturday, 
Sept. 29, in Father 
Stegeman Hall located 
at 7525 U.S. Hwy. 41 in 
Dunnellon, from 8 -1. 
Many items will be for 
sale including the fa-
mous jewelry boutique. 
Light refreshments will 
be available for a nomi-
nal fee.

Thursday, Sept. 
Sept. 20

Genealogical Society
The Marion County 

Genealogical Society 
will meet Thursday, 
Sept. 20, at 2 p.m. at the 

Marion County Public 
Library located at 2720 
E. Silver Springs Blvd. A 
brief business meeting 
will be followed by the 
September program. For 
information, contact 
Joel Swanson at 352-897-
0840 or president@mcg-
socala.org.

Friday, Sept. 21

September Soiree
Come join us for our 

September Soiree 
where you are sure to be 
entertained by our local 
talented artists who will 
be demonstrating and 
sharing their experi-
enced knowledge! We 
will be featuring 5 art-
ists from our artist 
RSAC which has over 40 
artists. They are: Lynda 
Ryan, Wire wrapping, 
Barrie Harding, Wood-
turning, June Johnson, 
Gourds, Susan Jones, 
Pottery and Bridget 
Hanley, Callligraplhy. 
The Soiree will be held 

Friday, Sept. 21, from 5-7 
p.m. at the Rainbow 
Springs Art Cooperative 
at 20804 W. Pennsylvania 
in Dunnellon. With a do-
nation of $10, receive 
five tickets for a draw-
ing, complimentary 
drinks and appetizers, 
plus a 10 percent dis-
count at checkout when 
you find that one-of a 
kind item you cannot do 
without.

Reserve tickets in ad-
vance by calling the 
Rainbow Springs Artist 
Cooperative for tickets 
at 352-445-8547 OR pick 
them up if you prefer at 
the Cooperative at 20804 
W. Pennsylvania Ave., 
from 10- 4 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday.

Friday, Sept. 28

GODScience
Dramatic chemical 

demonstrations are 
displayed in the GOD-
science program that 
will be presented at 

North Oak Baptist 
Church Sept. 28 at 6 
p.m. Stephen Wilson, 
founder and presenter 
of the GODscience 
ministry  received  his 
college education and 
graduated from Tampa 
Tech in 1988 and West-
ern Carolina Univer-
sity in 1994. It was in 
1997 that he founded 
and began the Miracle 
Of Science  an educa-
tional science program 
that has been pre-
sented in 800 plus pub-
lic schools, 350  
churches, Christian 
schools and camps. 
This exciting program 
is open to anyone who 
wishes to see the 
power of God dis-
played. North Oak 
Baptist Church is lo-
cated at the intersec-
tion of North Citrus 
Springs Boulevard and 
North Elkcam Boule-
vard in Citrus Springs. 
Call 352-489-1688 for 
more information.



phones so they cannot be turned off 
without the owner’s knowledge.

On the other hand, law enforce-
ment, with the appropriate warrants, 
can search the cellphones of murders, 
high-level drug dealers and others 
wanted for high crimes.

“We can track them and we can set 
them so they can’t be turned off. The 
only way to eliminate that is to re-
move the battery and the internal 
workings. It’s amazing what can be 
done with a phone – and very alarm-
ing.”

He said law enforcement has to 
jump through many hoops and fill out 
lots of paperwork to obtain warrants, 
“but I’m not going to down it because – 

is our judicial system perfect? Is our 
political system perfect? However, our 
judicial system and our political sys-
tem is the best there is on this planet 
Earth.”

 In response to a question about the 
off-duty Dallas police officer who shot 
and killed the occupant of that apart-
ment, the sheriff said although there 
are mechanisms in place, mistakes 
occur, but police officers are imper-
fect and make mistakes.

“I really can’t answer that question 
because there are so many guidelines 
and so many measures in place. But, if 
we keep adding measures, then who is 
going to have control of us? The bad 
people will.”

While he could not speak to the Dal-
las shooting, he said that when one of 
his officers enters a home or confronts 
someone for any other reason: Don’t 
resist!

“I can guarantee you – guarantee 

you that in every case where there has 
been a misuse of force or some type of 
shooting has happened, do you know 
what the solution is? Don’t resist! If a 
cop comes up to you and says do this: 
Do it!”

He said societal sentiment has 
shifted to place the blame where it 
doesn’t belong. 

Proposed amendments
The sheriff said it makes no sense to 

him to vote “no” on all of the proposed 
amendments as some groups urge.

“Don’t do that. That just like saying 
‘I’m not going to vote,’” he said.

Woods asked the audience to vote 
against Amendment No. 1 to increase 
the Homestead Property Tax exemp-
tion. The state Legislature added the 
proposal to increase the homestead 
exemption by exempting the assessed 
valuation of homestead property 
greater than $100,000 and up to 
$125,000 for all levies. School district 
tax levies are not included.

“All this legislation is doing is play-
ing a game. The Legislature is saving 
you money over here, but it’s going to 
force an increase over there. They are 
pushing it down to the lower level, 
which is us,” he said.

The sheriff said the exemption 
would not affect most people in the 
room he addressed. However, it would 
hurt when the county increases the 
millage rate on property taxes to 
make up for lost income.

“Roughly – these are rough numbers 
– this homestead exemption could im-
pact county budget by about $8 mil-
lion. For me, $3 million. That means I 
would have to cut somewhere or we’d 
have to find the money from other 
places.”

Amendment 10 titled, “State and 
Local Government Structure and Op-
eration” was placed on the ballot by 
the Constitution Revision Commis-
sion. 
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 is discovered through      worshiping together
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Somebody 
else wants it!
Got something special 

you no longer use?
Sell it in the Classifieds.

It may be just the
perfect item to fill
somebody else’s

need.

TOLL FREE 1-877-676-1403

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

DUDLEY’S
� TUES. 9/18  8AM

OPEN AIR Tools, 
hsehold, furn., 12FT 
enclosed alum trlr...

� THURS  9/20  5
PM

Quality furn., art, 
jewelry & more!! 

dudleysauction.co
m

352-637-9588
4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 

Ab1667 Au2246
15% bp

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

Bryan Brothers
Pressure

Cleaning, LLC
Professional Pressure 
Cleaning Services,

Free Estimates,
Residential/

Commercial Lic/Ins.
352-486-1141

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

Where’s Sherlock Holmes When You Need Him?
I like so many peo-

ple, love a good 
mystery. I have 

read all of the Sherlock 
Holmes stories, the Fa-
ther Brown stories and 
other good mystery nov-
els. I just like trying to 
solve a good mystery.

A good mystery does 
not reveal the mystery 
until the very end. All 
the way through the 
story, importance evi-
dence points to that per-
son and the other 
person and so forth. 
However, you must read 
the end of the story to 
find out the answer to 
the mystery.

Mysteries do not just 
exist in novels for short 
stories. In my case, mys-
teries are all through my 
life. I cannot manage 
one day without some 
kind of a mystery.

It is not because I am 
getting older either. As I 
remember my younger 
days, it too was filled 
with mysteries.

I remember that one 
Christmas Eve when I 
was going to solve the 
mystery of Santa Claus. 
I heard about this mys-
terious person, but I had 
never seen him and this 
Christmas, I promised 
myself, I am going to see 
who this Santa Claus re-

ally is.
That night my parents 

sent me and my brother 
and sister to bed early 
because it was Christ-
mas Eve. We had our lit-
tle party around the 
Christmas tree and ad-
mired where all the 
Christmas gifts should 
be come morning.

Then at the strike of 
10 o’clock, we were sent 
to our bedrooms to 
await the coming of 
Santa Claus and the 
Christmas gifts. I de-
cided to stay up and 
just see how Mr. Santa 
Claus worked his mys-
tery on Christmas Eve.

Hiding in the shad-
ows, I could see my 
mother and father 
around the Christmas 
tree drinking some 
Christmas punch, 
talking and laughing. 
They seemed to be hav-
ing a good time. I was a 
little irritated because 
they were having a good 
time at my expense.

Then I heard my 

mother say, “Don’t you 
think it’s about time?”

My mother and father 
looked at each other 
and giggled one of those 
hilarious giggles. My fa-
ther said, “It sure is. 
Let’s go and get them.”

At the time, I really 
did not understand 
what he was talking 
about. What were they 
supposed to go and get? 
Why won’t they get out 
of the way so Santa 
Claus can come and do 
his “thing?”

They soon disap-
peared and I got excited 
because I figured the 
next person coming into 
the living room would 
be Santa Claus himself.

I faintly heard from 
the hall, “Shhhhhh, we 
don’t want to wake up 
the kids.”

Then I saw something 
I never anticipated my 
whole life. My mother 
and father came into 
the living room carrying 
Christmas gifts and 
carefully placed them 

under the Christmas 
tree. They made several 
trips and it was not long 
before the Christmas 
tree was loaded with all 
kinds of Christmas gifts.

I just could not be-
lieve my eyes. For 
years, my parents told 
us the tale of Santa 
Claus along with Ru-
dolph the Red Nose 
Reindeer. They told it 
in such a way that I be-
lieved every word. Now, 
before me was evidence 
that what they were 
telling me all these 
years presented as a 
mystery, was not a mys-
tery at all.

I just solved the big-
gest mystery in my life 
up to that point. My par-
ents were Santa Claus. 
It was hard for me to 
swallow that informa-
tion. It was not the mys-
tery I wanted to solve.

Now I had another 
mystery on my hands. 
Do I tell my brother and 
sister that I had solved 
the biggest mystery we 
had in our home?

To reveal the mystery 
to them would give me 
great satisfaction.

On the other hand, to 
reveal the mystery to 
them would greatly dis-
appoint them.

Now that I have 

solved that mystery, 
what do I do? Do I go 
for my satisfaction or do 
I protect my siblings 
from being disap-
pointed?

It was then that I had 
solved the biggest mys-
tery in life. That being, 
every mystery you solve 
presents a bigger mys-
tery you cannot solve. 
That seems to be the 
way of life.

I am glad I learned 
that when I was young 
because it has been 
beneficial to me down 
through the years. I 
have learned to live 
with mysteries with no 
desire to uncover those 
mysteries.

When I say, “no de-
sire,” I do not mean that 
literally. Yes, there have 
been many mysteries I 
have wanted to solve. 
But my biggest disci-
pline is to let a mystery 
be a mystery.

This is so helpful to 
me, especially since I 
became a husband.

Every husband knows 
that his wife, as won-
derful as she is, is a bas-
ket full of mysteries.

When I first got mar-
ried, I thought my job 
was to solve every one 
of those mysteries. I 
learned very quickly 

that solving a marital 
mystery, particularly on 
the feminine side, is 
rather a dangerous ven-
ture with no good marks 
behind it.

Some things are bet-
ter left in the mystery 
basket of life.

Paul understood this 
when he wrote, “And 
without controversy 
great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gen-
tiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into 
glory” (1 Timothy 3:16).

Some mysteries are 
too sacred to try to 
solve, rather we should 
rejoice in the mysteries 
associated with our Fa-
ther which art in 
heaven.

The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellow-
ship, 1471 Pine Road, 
Ocala, FL 34472. He lives 
with the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage, in 
Ocala, Florida. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or email 
jamessnyder2@att.net. 
The church website is 
www.whatafellowship.
com.

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

———n———
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Happenings
Saturday, Sept. 22

Crossroads Church
Our “Common 

Ground” Fellowship will 
be at Sonny’s BBQ on 
SR 484 Saturday, Sept. 
29, at 4 p.m.. Come and 
enjoy the food, fellow-
ship and fun.

We will be having our 
annual “Multicultural 
Day” Sunday, Oct. 14, 
from 5 - 7 p.m.. Come 
and enjoy the festivities 
and cultural foods.

Mondays – Monday 
Night Bible Study at 
6:30 p.m.

Tuesdays – Interces-
sory Prayer Meeting at 9 
a.m.

Wednesdays – Family 
Training Hour at 7 p.m.. 
This includes Cross-
roads Kids, Crossroads 
Nursery & Crossroads 
Youth Ministries.

Thursdays – Our 
Spanish “Estudio Bi-
blico” at 7 p.m.

Sunday Services – 
Sunday School, 8:30 
a.m.; Worship Services 
at 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and our 
Spanish Service at 1 
p.m.. Nursery Ministry 

provided for all ser-
vices.

Crossroads Church, 
8070 SW 60th Ave., south 
off SR 200. For more in-
formation, please call 
352-291-2080 or visit 
www.ourcrossroads.
church for up to date 
calendar events.

VFW Post 4781
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a non-
smoking facility.

Saturday, Sept. 22:  
POW/MIA ceremony at 1 
p.m. in recognition, 
honor and respect for 
POW’s and MIA’s. This is 
presented by the VFW 
Auxiliary and the North 
Marion Young Marines. 
We invite you to attend 
and everyone is wel-
come.

Saturday, Sept. 22: 
Taco Dinner returns 
from 4p.m. to 6 p.m. for 
$7.

Monday:  Bingo is 
played in the hall. Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and the 
games start at 11 a.m. 
The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Menu is available at the 

post. Bar bingo is for 
members and guests 
and begins at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday and Friday 
lunch is served from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Second and Fourth 
Friday’s: Dinners are 
fried Alaskan Pollock 
(A.U.C.E.) or chicken 
with french fries, hush 
puppies and coleslaw. 
Dinner is $8 and served 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Public is invited.  

Friday and Saturday: 
Enjoy entertainment in 
the canteen from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Saturday: Breakfast is 
served from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and prices range 
from $3 to $6.50. Break-
fast is open to the pub-
lic.

Hall Rental and Ca-
tering: Please call 352-
873-4781 for further 
information.

Honor Guard: Our 
Honor Guard is avail-
able to provide military 
honors to a fallen vet-
eran. For further infor-
mation contact the Post 
at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos VFW 

Post 4781, 9401 SW 110th 
St., telephone 352-873-
4781. You can also follow 
us on Facebook at An-
gela Santos VFW Post 
4781.

Fairy Tale Festival
Fairy Tale Festival, 

Saturday, Sept. 22, 1 to 4 
p.m.

Fairy tale fans can 
dress up as a favorite 
fairy tale character, me-
ander through the en-
chanted forest, dance 
around the maypole 
with the Greenwood 
Morris Dancers and 
enjoy a special Fairy 
Tale Remix provided by 
the Insomniac Theatre. 
Before leaving, check 
out the many fairy tale 
books and other re-
sources your public li-
brary has to offer.

 Children 10 years and 
younger must be accom-
panied by a parent or 
caregiver. The Fairy 
Tale Festival is spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the Ocala Public Library 
and is free and open to 
the public.

 For more information 

about these or other 
programs offered by the 
Marion County Public 
Library System, visit the 
library’s website at 
http://library.marion-
countyfl.org or call 352-
671-8551.

Public Lands Day
National Public Lands 

Day at Silver Springs 
State Park at 9 a.m., 
Sept. 22, at 5656 East Sil-
ver Springs Blvd.

NPLD is the nation’s 
largest, single-day vol-
unteer effort on public 
lands. We will spend the 
morning removing air 
potato, taking out inva-
sive plants, planting 
new additions to our 
gardens, painting step-
ping stones, picking up 
trash and performing 
other park projects.

For more information, 
please contact John 
Kilmer by email at john.
kilmer@floridadep.gov 
or call 352-236-7156.

Sunday, Sept. 23
Southwest Christian 

Church

Come and Worship 
with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. Find us at 
9045 SW 60th Avenue in 
Ocala. Our worship style 
is full of love, joy and 
faith, as we worship God 
in a traditional way. 
Learn more about us 
and even view a sermon 
from our preaching min-
ister David Campbell on 
our website:  www.
swchristianchurch.com

Christ’s Church
If you are looking for a 

church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  

 As always, we begin 
each Lord’s day with 
Sunday School classes 
for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  
We offer five adult 
classes on a variety of 
topics. A synopsis of 
each class is available 
on our website.

 Our Worship Service 
begins at 10:30 a.m. as 
we open with special 

See HAPPENINGS/Page A12
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 COMPUTER REPAIR
 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Suite S, Ocala

 352-861-1584

 SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS
 Looking to put more Pep in your PC’s step?

 Ask us about these PC upgrades and a   10% discount with this Ad
 Memory - Hard Drives - Solid State Drives - CPU’s - Video Cards - PC Cleanup

 BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL - IN-SHOP OR AT YOUR LOCATION

 W E  S ELL  A ND  S ERVICE  B RAND  N AMES , C USTOM  C OMPUTERS , 
 L APTOPS , M ACS  A ND  P ARTS 00
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000UGSI

 $ 49 99
 Expires 09/30/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 10% OFF
 Completed

 Repairs

 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U
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   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 CRC058138
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 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 Starting at Starting at

 * * *

 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 P RIVACY
 S CREEN

 A VAILABLE
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 HANDYMAN

 • Home Maintenance/
 Repair

 • Lawn & Garden
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc....

 Weekend Warrior
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106

 “Let Me Do All 
 Your Chores”

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95
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 PAINTING

 Eric: (352) 406-1232
 Alex: (352) 973-7317

 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • LICENSED & INSURED

 • Professional 
 Service

 • Satisfaction 
 Guarantee *FREE QUOTE*

 7
1
1
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION   Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger
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 Swinson Chiropractic
 & Total Health Center
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 Located on SR 200, 2 miles west of I-75, directly across from Publix, Heath Brook Commons

 Open M-F, Sat. by Appt • Medicare and most insurance accepted 840-0444 840-0444  www.swinsonchirofl.com

 In Pain?
 We Will See
  You Today!

 • Neck & Back Pain
 • Shoulder & Arm Pain
 • Pinched Nerves/

 Numbness

 • Migraines/Headaches
 • Low Back & Leg Pain
 • Disc Problems
 • Joint Pain

 • Dizziness
 • Auto Injuries
 • School & Sports 

 Physicals

 *Massage Therapy Available -  MM13191 •     *Decompression Therapy Available

 Includes consultation with doctor. All necessary X-Rays 
 (if necessary), complete initial examination, report of 

 doctors findings. Offer valid for new patients only. Must 
 present coupon before examination. Expires 9/30/18.

 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL  $ 55 Massage
 No Exams or X-Rays Included

 Offer valid for new patients only. 
 Must present coupon before examination. 

 Expires 9/30/18.

 $160
 Value

 New Patient Exam
 For Only  $ 35

 00
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A large crowd of 
75 to 80 neigh-
bors met with 

the Fairfield Village 
HOA Board of Directors 
for its September meet-
ing Thursday, Sept. 13, 
at 6 p.m. in the FFV 
clubhouse. 

The group was very 
interested in what Pres-
ident Sandi Ford and 
the other members of 
the HOA Board had to 
discuss with the commu-
nity.

The meeting started 
off with announcements 
about the continuing ne-
gotiations about the 
sound system that has 
never been ade-

quate. Talks have been 
continuing for extended 
periods with manage-
ment about that con-
cern. 

 Also, the board has 
had ongoing discussions 
with manager Mr. 
O’Donnell about electri-
cal issues in the club-
house kitchen that were 
supposed to have been 

addressed during the 
eight monthlong renova-
tions last year. 

These problems still 
exist and are real con-
cerns.

 Mr. O’Donnell did tell 
the HOA that road re-
pairs are due to begin 
“soon” so that is a plus 
that everyone was 
happy to hear.  The 

piece meal repairs have 
not been adequate but 
were supposedly done 
to help with the final 
repairs that will “soon” 
begin.

 The HOA voted to 
hire a very well recom-
mended attorney to rep-
resent the board. The 
vote was unanimous.

 There followed a 
lengthy discussion of 
some concerns about 
different prospectuses 
that have been used in 
the history of Fairfield 
Village. It seems that 
there are some serious 
concerns. There was a 
question and answer 
period during which 

those present were very 
respectful and very 
quiet so that all could 
hear what was being 
said and discussed.

 The HOA president, 
Sandi Ford, asked me to 
thank all those who 
came out to be a part of 
the discussion. 

She felt the evening 
was productive and she 
wants everyone to know 
that the HOA will keep 
the community updated 
as things unfold.  

She also encouraged 
anyone not a member to 
join the HOA because 
there is definite 
strength in numbers.

 Your reporter has 

been to many meetings 
when those present 
talked among them-
selves and made it diffi-
cult for others to hear. 

I must say that this 
meeting was one of the 
most polite and effi-
cient ones that I have 
ever attended.  

I am so proud of my 
community and the way 
that they showed their 
neighborhood camara-
derie and friendly 
spirit.

 I am proud to say I 
am a part of Fairfield 
Village, “the lively 
place filled with lovely, 
respectful and polite, 
people.”

PHOTO BY PRISCILLA GEISSEL 
The Fairfield Village HOA Board members are, left to right, Mary Dean, secretary; Sandi Ford, president; Nick Nickless, vice president; Sharon Altes, treasurer; Ed 
Glenney, trustee; Jim Neal, trustee; and Lillian Newhouse, trustee.

FFV HOA meeting draws a large crowd
Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

It combines three sepa-
rate proposals, so a vote 
for one is a vote for all 
three.

1. Requires legislature 
to retain the Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs 
and creates the Office of 
Domestic Security and 
Counterterrorism within 
the Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement.

2. Removes from coun-
ties the ability in their 
county charter to abol-
ish, change the term, 
transfer duties or elimi-
nate election of sheriffs, 
property appraisers, su-

pervisors of elections, 
tax collectors, and 
clerks of court in all 
counties.

3. Changes annual leg-
islative session start 
dates in even numbered 
years from March to 
January and removes 
the legislature’s authori-
zation to fix another 
date.

He said all county 
sheriffs, property ap-
praisers, supervisors of 
elections, tax collectors 
and clerks of court are 
pushing hard for this 
proposal.

He said the third part 
is simple. The first ques-
tion, which would create 
the Office of Domestic 
Security and Counter-

terrorism within the 
Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement.

Woods said times are 
changing and states can 
no longer rely on the 
federal government for 
safety.

“We’re constantly 
being attacked in the 
United States and we 
can no longer rely solely 
on the federal govern-
ment. We as a state has 
to depend on ourselves 
to help protect us,” he 
said.

Law enforcement pri-
orities change to meet 
the needs of the time. A 
shift in priorities does 
not necessarily mean a 
budget increase. 

As for the Depart-

ment of Veterans’ Af-
fairs, he said the 
department exists, “But 
it can be taken away. 
This amendment puts 
it in the constitution, 
assuring the Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Af-
fairs is always there to 
take care of our veter-
ans in the state of Flor-
ida.”

Fourth, he said the 
amendment protects 
citizens’ rights to vote 
for their constitutional 
officers.

“What exists right 
now is the ability of a 
county government to 
change like Mi-
ami-Dade,” he said.

According to the Mi-
ami-Dade employee 

handbook, dated June 
2018, the Dade County 
electorate adopted the 
County Charter May 21, 
1957. The new charter 
formed the unique 
“metro” form of gov-
ernment, including a 
Board of County Com-
missioners with the 
power to levy taxes, 
create ordinances, 
commission districts 
and municipalities.

“They eliminated the 
office of sheriff. He is 
appointed. He is the 
only appointed sheriff 
in Florida,” he said. 
“The people don’t get 
to choose an elected 
sheriff and it applies 
to all five constitu-
tional governments.”

SHERIFF
Continued from Page A2

The work of artist 
Lauri Gist will be on 
display Monday, Sept. 
24, through Friday, Oct. 
19, in the upper level of 
the Dorothea Jerome 
Building at the College 
of Central Florida Cit-
rus Campus, 3800 S. Le-
canto Highway, Lecanto.  

The exhibit is free 
and may be viewed 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To learn about other 
events at CF, visit CF.
edu. 

CF displays 
Gist's painted 

silk scarfs

of obsolete provision; 
criminal statutes (Consti-
tution Revision Commis-
sion proposal)

1. Removes language 
related to ownership of 
real property rights.

2. Removes obsolete 
language regarding high 
speed rail, which was 
previously repealed.

3. Deletes provision 
that changes in a crimi-
nal statute will not affect 
prosecution or penalties 
for a crime committed 
before the amendment; 
retains current provision 
allowing prosecution of a 
crime committed before 
the repeal of a criminal 
statute.

AMENDMENT 12 Lob-
bying and Abuse of Office 
by Public Officers (Con-
stitution Revision Com-
mission proposal) 
Expands current restric-
tions on lobbying for 
compensation by former 
public officers from two 
years to six years. De-
fines public officers. Cre-
ates restrictions on 
lobbying for compensa-
tion by current public of-
ficers and former 

justices and judges. Pro-
vides exceptions. Prohib-
its abuse of a public 
position by public offi-
cers and employees to 
obtain a personal bene-
fit.

AMENDMENT 13 
Ends Dog Racing (Consti-
tution Revision Commis-
sion proposal)

Creates humane treat-
ment of animals as a fun-
damental value in 
Florida. Prohibits racing 
of and wagering on grey-
hound dogs after Decem-
ber 21 , 2020 . . Does not 
affect eligibility of cur-
rent licensed greyhound 
permit holders to con-
duct other pari-mutuel 
activities authorized by 
law.

PROPOSAL
Continued from Page A5

I realize hull numbers 
may not mean much to 
most readers, but they 
are important to me and 
maybe other retirees.

I retired as a senior 
chief (E-8) Interior Com-
munications Electrician 
about 26 years, longer 
than I was on active duty, 
but even so, my time in 
the Navy is still the big-
gest influence on my life. 

MOLEHILLS
Continued from Page A8

National Association 
of Manufacturers says 
that two-thirds of manu-
facturers plan to in-
crease worker training 
in the next year. This is 
so important because 
it’s only possible to 

achieve sustainable 
wage gains by increasing 
the productivity of work-
ers. And so far, despite 
the boom, productivity 
increases have still been 
lagging.

The encouraging news 
for blue-collar workers 
is welcome. But we 
should set our sights 
higher. Regaining what 
was lost in the aftermath 

of the financial crisis 
isn’t enough. The na-
tional priority should 
be, as Oren Cass of the 
Manhattan Institute ar-
gues in his forthcoming 
book “The Once and Fu-
ture Worker,” returning 
to a lost golden age of 
work, when labor force 
participation rates and 
wage growth were both 
reliably high.

The implicit Trump 
pledge in the 2016 cam-
paign was of jobs good 
and stable enough to 
make a decent living 
and raise a family. That 
should never be over-
promising in America. 

Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

LOWRY
Continued from Page A8
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 Experts agree that increasing 
 awareness, education and
 support is the best way to 
 encourage early detection
 and life-saving outcomes.
 You can help raise
 awareness of the
 disease with
 advertising
 in this section. 

 To Secure
 Your Spot
 in Our
 Breast Cancer
 Awareness
 Section, Call
 (352) 564-2957.

 Make It Your 
 Business
 to Help Beat 
 Breast Cancer

 Advertising Deadline: Friday, September 28, 2018
 Publication Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018

 BREAST CANCER  AWARENESS
 A Special Section from
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 F RIENDSHIP  B ARBERS

 Serving Ocala Over  22  Years
 (352) 854-1114
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 I N  F RONT  O F  O N  T OP  O F  T HE  W ORLD
 F RIENDSHIP  P LAZA

 L OCATED  N EXT  T O  D ARRELL ’ S  D INER

 Open: Mon.-Fri. at 6am
 Sat. & Sun. at 7am

 OPEN
 7 DAYS

 OPEN
 7 DAYS

 NOW HIRING
 BARBERS

 of Professional
 Hair Experience

 and Expanding

 Total Years
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The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper 
covering news of communities west of Ocala, including Fore 
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, 
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms, Golden Hills

Problems getting the Messenger? If your community is listed 
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are 
having trouble getting the paper from boxes around the State 
Road 40 and U.S. Highway 27 areas, call 854-3986.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in 
Ocala, Fla. 34477.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986      Fax 352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon FL 34432
Editor - David Davis (352) 854-3986

Circulation - Barbara Jaggers (352) 854-3986
Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea (352) 854-3986

Advertising Sales - Steve Luhrman (352) 854-3986

Manager - John Murphy (352) 563-6363
Deadline for news:

Thursday the week before publication

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader 
ads

2 p.m. Friday

Display Ads
5 p.m. Thursday

I want to get news
in the Messenger

Call Editor David Davis at
352-854-3986 or e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be 
received by Thursday the week before 

publication. All contributions are 
subject to editing for clarity, taste and 

style.

Bocce anyone?

A ccording to the 
Bocce rules, 
the word 

“bocce” is a plural of the 
word “boccia” meaning 
ball in Italian. Many be-
lieve the ancient Phoe-
nicians, Egyptians, 
Greeks, & Romans in-
vented an early form of 
bocce. One theory sug-
gests their soldiers 
played with rocks to 

pass the time in-be-
tween battles.

Where ever it started, 
it was further developed 
in Italy and brought to 
this country. I can re-
member my father and 
uncles playing wherever 
there was dirt. When I 
asked an uncle what 
kind of surface did he 
play on, he was con-
fused. They did not have 

courts as we do now or 
like the beautifully re-
finished courts that 
Stone Creek has. Over 
$20,000 was invested in 
new courts. 

The start of the fall 
bocce league began 
Monday, Sept. 10, at 4 
p.m. Wednesday has two 
leagues at 3 and 6 p.m. 
and that started Sept. 
12.

The Bocce Club pro-
vided instructions be-
fore the fall league for 

those who wanted to 
learn this game.  So if 
you don’t know how to 
play Bocce or would like 
a refresher course, you 
can email Michael Price 
at BocceTraining@
gmail.com with your 
name and e-mail for in-
formation.

Since Bocce is an Ital-
ian staple game in Italy 
and in many communi-
ties where Italian Amer-
icans live, the Italian 
American Club held a 

Bocce event.  68 mem-
bers and guests came 
out for a fun afternoon 
of food and then games 
of bocce.  It was a great 
afternoon meeting new 
members and sharing 
food.  

After lunch, John 
Morfit organized teams 
and teams played on 6 
courts.  For some of the 
members of the Italian 
American Club, it was 
their first time playing 
while others have 

played on Bocce 
League.

Many of the club 
members proudly wore 
their Italian American 
red shirts which were 
chosen by Vice Presi-
dent, Lois Morfit and 
her husband John who 
designed the logo.  Pres-
ident Tony Serrano wel-
comed the club 
members and organized 
the BBQ food for the 
event.  It was a wonder-
ful event enjoyed by all.

Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

PHOTOS BY PATRICIA GIZZI
In the top photos are Stone Creek Bocce League members playing the game; 
bottom left, Patty Serrano giving out tickets for the event; bottom center, Lois 
Morfit sells chances on guess the number of corks in the bottle; and in the bot-
tom right photo, Gladys and Don Bonomi relax on a bench.

ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) You might need to get 
more facts to help you work 
out those problems with your 
new project. As always, a 
friendly approach shows the 
charming Arian at his or her 
persuasive best.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) Information is what ener-
gizes ambition, and this is a 
good time for the ambitious 
Bovine to expand his or her 
range of knowledge and to 
be ready for the challenges 
that lie ahead.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) This is a good time to 
consider making some 
long-overdue decorating 
changes at home or in your 
workplace. A splash of color 
can help raise spirits, even on 
the grayest day.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) Learn more. Earn more. 
That’s the formula for Moon 
Children looking to expand 
their career horizons. Investi-
gate the best places to get 
those training courses you’ll 
need.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Your creative side helps gain 
attention for many of your 
ideas. But don’t neglect the 
practical aspects involved in 
implementing their move 
from paper to production. 
Good luck.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) A health problem 
should not be ignored. The 
sooner you check it out, the 
sooner you can deal with it 
and then move on. Some job 
advice comes from an un-
likely source.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) A relationship 
takes an unexpected shift 
that could leave you puzzled 
and hurt. Asking for an expla-
nation could help uncover 
the reason for this sudden 
turn of events.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Your busy 
schedule has drawn down 
much of your energy levels. 
Restore them by spending a 
well-earned time out enjoy-
ing the arts -- perhaps with 
that special someone.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) Make 
that presentation with confi-
dence. Remember: When you 
show you believe in yourself, 
it helps persuade others that 
you truly know what you’re 
doing.

CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) Although you 
usually prefer doing things 
on your own, a group effort 
might be advisable at this 
time. Try to keep an open 
mind about suggestions 
from colleagues.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) This could be a 
good time to reassess some 
of your recent decisions and 
see if any adjustments should 
be made based on facts that 
you might have just uncov-
ered.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) An emotionally 
charged situation creates un-
certainty about the future of 
your relationship. Best advice: 
Talk things out while there’s 
still time to reach a new un-
derstanding.

BORN THIS WEEK: You tend 
to act on matters of principle 
despite what others might 
advise.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc.



AMENDMENT 1: In-
creased Homestead 
Property Tax Exemption 
(Legislature proposal) 
Increases the home-
stead exemption by ex-
empting the assessed 
valuation of homestead 
property greater than 
$100,000 and up to 
$125,000 for all levies ex-
cept for school district 
tax levies.

AMENDMENT 2 Lim-
itations on Property Tax 
Assessments (Legisla-
ture proposal) Makes 
permanent the current 
property tax assessment 
limitations on specified 
non-homestead and 
business property (due 
to expire in 2019), Does 
not apply to school dis-
trict tax levies. The cap 
for assessment increases 
is limited to 10 percent 
per year.

AMENDMENT 3 Voter 
Control of Gambling in 
Florida (Citizen Initia-
tive) Requires that Flor-
ida voters have the 
exclusive right to deter-
mine whether to autho-
rize casino gambling and 
casino gambling can 
only be on the ballot 
through Citizen Petition 
Initiative. Defines ca-
sino gambling and clari-
fies that the amendment 
does not conflict with 
federal law regarding 
state/tribal compacts.

AMENDMENT 4 Vot-
ing Restoration Amend-
ment (Citizen Initiative) 
Restores voting rights to 
Floridians with felony 
convictions after they 
complete their sentence, 
including parole or pro-
bation. Does not apply to 

those convicted of mur-
der or sexual offenses 
who would continue to 
be permanently barred 
from voting unless the 
Governor and Cabinet 
sitting as the Clemency 
Board vote to restore 
their voting rights on a 
case by case basis.

AMENDMENT 5 Su-
permajority Vote Re-
quired to Impose, 
Authorize or Raise State 
Taxes or Fees (Legisla-
ture proposal) Prohibits 
legislature from impos-
ing, authorizing, or rais-
ing a state tax or fee 
except by a two-thirds 
vote of both the House 
and Senate and in a bill 
containing no other sub-
ject. It does not apply to 
fees or taxes imposed or 
authorized to be im-
posed by a county, mu-
nicipality, school board 
or special district.

AMENDMENT 6 
RIGHTS OF CRIME 
VICTIMS; JUDGES 
(Constitution Revision 
Commission proposal)

1. Creates constitu-
tional rights for victims 
of crimes. Authorizes 
victims and families to 
enforce their rights in 
criminal and juvenile 
cases.

2. Raises mandatory 
retirement age for 
judges from 70 to 75, 

with retirement to occur 
by the 75th birthday and 
deletes current authori-
zation to complete a ju-
dicial term if one-half of 
the term has been 
served by the time re-
tirement age is reached.

3. Requires judges and 
hearing officers to inde-
pendently interpret stat-
utes and rules instead of 
deferring to government 
agency interpretations.

AMENDMENT 7 First 
Responder and Military 
Member Survivor Bene-
fits; Public Colleges and 
Universities (Constitu-
tion Revision Commis-
sion proposal)

1. Grants mandatory 
payment of death bene-
fits and waiver of cer-
tain educational 
expenses to qualifying 
survivors of certain first 
responders (paid from 
local government reve-
nues) and military mem-
bers (paid from state 
general revenue) who 
die performing official 
duties.

2 Requires superma-
jority votes by university 
trustees and state uni-
versity system board to 
raise or impose all legis-
latively authorized fees. 
(Does not apply to tui-
tion)

3. Establishes existing 
state college system as a 

T wenty-five res-
idents enjoyed 
the First Fri-

day gathering. The 
“big” event was the 
surprise celebration of 
Lucy Chagnon’s 96th 
birthday. Her friends 
had a cake to share 
with everyone. Lucy is 
a very “spry” young 
lady who still loves to 
dance. Happy birthday, 
Lucy, and we are look-
ing forward to No. 97 
next year.

Forty-two homeown-

ers attended the 
QMPOA meeting. 
There was much dis-
cussion on the needed 
repairs to the swim-
ming pool. These re-
pairs will be made 
after the pool closes in 
November. It was an-
nounced that we are 
still in need of some-
one to head up Bingo. 
As of now, there is no 
more bingo at the club-
house. If you are inter-
ested in helping with 
this, please contact 

one of the board mem-
bers.

The Rod and Gun 
club is getting ready 
for their first fishing 
trip. They are going to 
Ponce Inlet Saturday, 
Sept. 22, for a day of 
offshore fishing. Con-
tact Brian Maguire for 
more information.

We have a big event 
this Friday, Sept. 21, at 
the clubhouse. We are 

having a “Tropical” 
party! So, get out your 
Hawaiian shirts, flip 
flops, straw hats, etc. 
and come for a fun 
night. Tickets are re-
quired – so, if you hav-
en’t gotten your tickets, 
call Grace Maguire.

Do you remember 
what it was like one 
year ago? That’s when 
we were visited by 
Irma. Many of us lost 
power for a short pe-
riod of time and tree 
limbs were broken, 

causing some roof dam-
age. We have been very 
fortunate, so far, this 
year. However, the sea-
son isn’t over, so don’t 
let down your guard.

Have you filled out 
your “emergency” con-
tact information form? 
It was in the September 
Reporter. Please give 
your contact info to a 
friend, neighbor, or post 

it in an easy to see 
place in your home.

Sarah Tan was the 
winner of the “hidden” 
Liberty Bell contest. 
Watch for the October 
Reporter for the next 
contest. 

A big “thank you” to 
Steve and Jeanne Kane 
for all the work they do 
putting together the 
monthly Reporter.

Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb
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352-840-0333
www.LauraKaneTravel.com

Call for our newsletter

#ST36723

DAY TRIPS:
10/20 Cedar Key Seafood Festival.................................$39
11/08 Run For Your Wife................................................$89
11/17 Winter Wondrettes................................................$99
12/03 Stetson Mansion in Deland..................................$99
12/20 Show Palace Christmas Special..........................$97

Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nts hotel, two $15 meal vouchers, $55 in freeplay.
*Inquire for holiday rates

Biloxi Ca$ino Tours

Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

Beau Rivage
$249 pp/dbl

Oct. 15-18 • Oct. 29-Nov. 01
Nov. 20-23 Thanksgiving*

Dec. 03-06
Dec. 23-27 Christmas*

Gratuity for 
driver & hostess 

included!
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

Lucy Chagnon's big surprise
See photo,  Page 7

PHOTO BY CAROLYN SLOCUMB
Gus Schettini, Jeanne Kane, Steve Kane, Henry Pelletier and 
Linda Pelletier, left photo, and a group of Quail Meadow resi-
dents enjoying the First Friday evening events.

AMENDMENT
Continued from Page A1

constitutional entity; 
provides governance 
structure.

AMENDMENT 8 Re-
moved from ballot (Con-
stitution Revision 
Commission proposal)

AMENDMENT 9 Pro-
hibits Offshore Oil and 
Gas Drilling; Prohibits 
Vaping in Enclosed In-
door Spaces (Constitu-
tion Revision 
Commission proposal)

1. Prohibits drilling 
for exploration or ex-
traction of oil and natu-
ral gas beneath all 
state-owned waters be-
tween mean high water 
line and the state’s out-
ermost territorial 

boundaries (generally 10 
miles).

2. Adds use of va-
por-generating elec-
tronic devices to existing 
prohibition of tobacco 
smoking in closed in-
door spaces, with excep-
tions; permits more 
restrictive local vapor 
ordinances.

AMENDMENT 10 
State and Local Govern-
ment Structure and Op-
eration (Constitution

Revision Commission 
proposal)

1. Requires legislature 
to retain department of 
veterans’ affairs. Creates 
office of domestic secu-
rity and counterterror-

ism within department 
of law enforcement.

2. Removes from coun-
ties the ability in their 
county charter to abol-
ish, change term, trans-
fer duties or eliminate 
election of sheriffs, 
property appraisers, su-
pervisors of elections, 
tax collectors, and clerks 
of court in all counties.

3. Changes annual leg-
islative session start 
dates in even numbered 
years from March to Jan-
uary and removes the 
legislature’s authoriza-
tion to fix another date.

AMENDMENT 11 
Property rights; removal 

O ne thing about being in the 
military is that when there 
is nothing else to write 

about, there is always the Navy.
I attended a couple of years of col-

lege between graduating high school 
and entering the Navy. I was never in 
any danger of being drafted because 
my lottery draft number was in the 
300s and my eyesight was terrible. I 
joined for two reasons: one, is the 
owner of the cabinet shop where 
worked died; and secondly, a friend 
of mine who enlisted a year or two 
earlier came home on leave in his 
service dress blues and was flashing 
money. What he neglected to say was 
that he took out three month’s ad-
vance pay (it was called a dead 
horse). He also got a $50 bonus for di-
recting me to the recruiter’s office. 

I’ve never been known for fast 
thinking, which was best illustrated 
by my visit to the induction center in 
Dallas, Texas. The physical went very 
well. I only remember turning my 
head and coughing and the eye ex-
amine, which didn’t go so well.

After the eye exam, the doctor 
asked, “Are you sure you want to join 
the Navy?”

“Uh … yes,” I replied.
He looked at me and said, “OK 

then,” and stamped something on my 
health record.

Had I replied, “Uh … no,” he 
would have said, “OK” and classified 
me “4F” and sent me back home. 

Enlisting was the best career 
choice I could have ever made. The 
second-best thing was transferring to 
the Fleet Reserve after 20 years. I’d 
had enough. I was done, but I had a 
blast during my career. For me, being 
shipboard was like being in a big 
locker room. It was fun and I was 
never in any real danger, except 
maybe twice. The first time was a 
decoy mission into the Sea of Ok-

hotsk, a sea of the western Pacific 
Ocean, lying between the Kam-
chatka Peninsula on the east, the 
Kuril Islands on the southeast. It 
was in Soviet territorial waters. I 
never knew why we were there. I 
heard rumors it was connected to 
the SS Myaguez in May 1975. That 
was on my first ship, USS Halsey 
(DLG-23). It was later reclassified 
as a guided missile cruiser, which 
didn’t make it any bigger, but I 
think it had something to do with 
matching the Russian navy on 
paper.

The second time that could have 
been dangerous to me, was the Per-
sian Gulf War. My ship, USS Indepen-
dence (CV-62), was on station in the 
Arabian Sea from Aug. 12, 1990, to 
about Dec. 13, 1990, during Operation 
Desert Shield, the buildup phase be-
fore Operation Desert Storm. I 
earned more medals and ribbons in 
those few months than during the 
other 18 years of my career alto-
gether.

I feel guilty when someone thanks 
me for my service because that honor 
should be reserved for servicemen 
and servicewomen who were in 
harm’s way. 

During my career, I went on seven 
deployments and served aboard five 
ships: USS Halsey (DLG-23/CG-23), 
USS Coucal (ASR-8), USS Ashtabula 
(AO-51), USS George Philip (FFG-12) 
and USS Independence (CV-62.) 
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Your view

U.S. Navy: a cure for writer's block
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

By Louisa Barton

H ave you ever asked yourself, 
what is the fascination and 
genuine joy that happens 

when people are around draft horses, 
especially the Clydesdales?

Here is an explanation and then I 
am going to share some really exciting 
news with you too.

First of all, they are like big teddy 
bears and the bigger they get, the more 
gentle they seem to become. Of course, 
there are always exceptions, but usu-
ally they are quiet and sweet and they 
are actually bred to be that way. More 
often than not, they are calm and safe 
and rarely spooked by much. 

They are usually delighted to just 
quietly hang out, even in situations 
when most horses may be standing 
with eyes wide and nostrils flared. Not 
the draft, and with their largeness, 
they aren’t usually about to run off ei-
ther.

The draft rarely holds a grudge. He 
easily forgets and is willing to please 
you. Moments in training of frustration 
usually do not come back to haunt you 
in the future either with these gentle 
giants. They forget your mistakes quite 
easily.

Another reason the draft is loved by 
all, is because he is so powerful and 
there is so much beauty in that kind of 
power. Who is not impressed with the 
mighty gentle giants in all their glory?

The draft horse also has a particular 
mentality, different to other equine 
breeds. You usually know what to ex-
pect with most draft horses and they 
rarely surprise you like some other 
breeds.

They are also willing to learn and al-
though sometimes slow to pick up on 
new things, once they do get it, they 
are quite good at it. They are so quiet 
in their disposition that they are not 
always attentive making them slower 
learners, but with that, come so many 
benefits.

Even the youngest of draft horses 
just wants to please you, not normally 
flighty or ready to take off at high 
speeds with no desire to run away 
from in a field. They rarely avoid you 
either. In fact, they are usually as de-
lighted to see you as you are to see 
them.

Events and shows involving draft 
horses, are normally packed out with 
eager spectators trying to catch a 
glimpse or a quick touch or a photo 
with one of these gentle giants. Bud-
weiser Super Bowl commercials and 
Christmas ads are always the most 
popular and people will line up for 
hours just to see one up close.

If you are lucky enough to own one 
or just to love them, you are one of 
many, who have fallen in love with the 
gentle giant that is a big teddy bear at 
heart, the draft horse.
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The 
blue-collar 
recovery

T he economic recovery is re-
ally beginning to reach into 
Trump country. 

The president is famous for his ex-
travagant promises, involving, invari-
ably, the biggest and the best. The 
landscape is littered with examples, 
although he never promised to create 
blue-collar jobs at the fastest clip 
since 1984, something he achieved in 
the first half of 2018.

A labor market that has been rocky 
since the financial crisis, and hasn’t 
truly delivered for many workers for 
decades, is robust enough to reach all 
corners of the economy, including 
Trump areas that have recently been 
doing better than other parts of the 
country.

As the Brookings Institution ob-
serves, “goods-producing industries 
have been surging while services in-
dustries have seen their seasonally 
adjusted employment growth slow 
since 2016.” This is good news for 
smaller, more rural areas, which are 
now actually outpacing the growth 
rate in large urban areas. According 
to Jed Kolko of Indeed Hiring Lab, 
“job growth accelerated between 2016 
and ‘17 in counties that Trump won by 
at least 20 points.”

Several things are going on. As the 
labor market has tightened -- in June, 
there were 6.7 million job openings 
and 6.6 million unemployed Ameri-
cans -- it has benefited workers down 
the income scale.

The administration, for its part, has 
leaned into a pro-growth tax and de-
regulatory program meant to spur 
more investment and remove burdens 
on business. The goal has been to de-
feat fatalist predictions of a “secular 
stagnation” that supposedly meant 
that we could never realistically ex-
pect anything more than middling 
economic growth.

At the moment, the warnings are 
less of stagnation than of an alleged 
labor shortage that, according to 
CNBC, is nearing “epidemic propor-
tions.” This is exactly what we need. 
As Josh Barro of Business Insider 
points out, a tight labor market puts 
welcome upward pressure on wages 
and creates an incentive for workers 
to get more training and employers to 
provide it.

This dynamic still needs time to 
take hold. Wage growth, at least by tra-
ditional measures, has been surpris-
ingly sluggish given the low 
unemployment rate (the White House 
argues that wages are being mismea-
sured and underestimated). But in Au-
gust, encouragingly, average hourly 
wages increased 2.9 percent from a 
year ago, the biggest increase since 
June 2009. 

As for training, a report from the 
See LOWRY/Page A10

Why is everyone crazy 
about draft horses?

See PROPOSAL/Page A10

See MOLEHILLS/Page A10
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Ms. Senior United States returns home
Ocala Palms Golf & 

Country Club have sev-
eral artistic and talented 
friends and neighbors 
among their midst. Re-
cently one of those tal-
ented ladies has moved 
from Tennessee to the 
OP community. 

After traveling all over 
the country, Lauren 
Scott Monahan and her 
husband Buz have de-
cided to “come home” to 
the state where she was 
born. Although she and 
her siblings have lived 
in various parts of the 
country, four out of six 
have moved back to 
their home state so, to 
Lauren, it’s like “coming 
home to family.” She’s 
delighted to be able to 
be close and have the 
family connection once 
again.

Lauren was raised in 
a military family and 
lived at various loca-
tions where her father 

was stationed. She at-
tended high schools in 
Florida and Puerto 
Rico. A graduate of Uni-
versity of South Florida, 
she earned scholarships 
in volleyball and basket-
ball and graduated Cum 
Laude. She continued 
her athletic interest and 
love of football by be-
coming one of the origi-
nal Miami Dolphin Doll 
Cheerleaders. Her ca-
reer led her to events 
and festivals where she 
planned and promoted 
various activities at 
parks and recreation fa-
cilities encouraging ac-
tivities with seniors both 

in Florida and Tennes-
see.

Lauren’s achieve-
ments include being a 
private pilot, organist, 
pianist and singer. As a 
part of her musical 
training she studied at 
the Pablo Casals Conser-
vatory of Music in 
Puerto Rico. She has en-
tertained troops for the 
USO and is a member of 
the Florida Choral Soci-
ety.

In 1978 she enlisted in 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
and completed Officer 
Candidate School at 
Yorktown, Virginia. She 
served as an Ensign sta-

tioned at Pensacola, a 
legacy passed on by her 
father who was a com-
mander. 

After losing her first 
husband to heart dis-
ease, Lauren put her 
heart and soul into 
work, sports, flying and 
family. As she said, 
“when a door closes, an-
other opens to many 
other opportunities.” 

As good fate happens, 
while attending her 35th 
high school reunion in 
Puerto Rico, she once 
again met up with a for-
mer classmate. Almost 
like a fairy tale, she had 
been the cheerleader 
captain and he had been 
the football team cap-
tain. A year later, she 
and Buz Monahan tied 
the knot and have been 
happily married for 19 
years.

Lauren’s story doesn’t 

Ocala Palms
Barbara Dedics

See PALMS/Page A7

end there. 
Moving to Tennessee to 

be near Buz’s family was 
both challenging and re-
warding. She was em-
ployed at the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, coordinated 
Wreaths Across America, 
as well as many military 
events and activities. 

Additionally, she 
worked as superinten-
dent of Parks and Recre-
ation assisting senior 
centers and their activi-
ties. 

Also Lauren helped 
start the first senior cen-
ter facility in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. With her ef-
forts as director of the 
Frank E. Strang Senior 
Center, she raised the at-
tendance from a handful 
to over 6,000 active se-
niors. During the time of 
the Gatlinburg, Tennes-
see, fires a few years ago, 
she coordinated and 
managed volunteers and 
set up shelters for the 
rescued pets. She dedi-
cated many hours to help 
where it was needed the 
most. 

All the while, Lauren 
was encouraged to enter 
pageants over the years. 
Not only does she have 
the beauty, but the beau-
tiful voice as well. No 
wonder she has a num-
ber of trophies and 
awards for her accom-
plishments as Ms. Senior 
Puerto Rico, Ms. Senior 
Tennessee and other ti-
tles. She was crowned 
Ms. Senior United States 
2018 in December 2017. 
In that role, represents 
women age 60 and over. 
While pageantry is not 
her only interest, she 
likes the challenge and 
considers it a sideline 
hobby. 

As part of her being 
crowned Ms. Senior 
United States 2018, she 
will go to Las Vegas in 
November to compete 
with other ladies for the 
Ms. Senior USA/Universe 
title. The Ms. Senior 
USA/Universe organiza-
tion is based in Las Vegas 
and honors senior 

women over 60 years of 
age. Each and every lady 
in the competition is a 
volunteer somewhere in 
their community or state. 
Competition includes a 
private interview, talent 
contest, philosophy of 
life and evening gown 
presentation.

We at the Ocala Palms 
community will be cheer-
ing for Lauren in Novem-
ber. Best wishes for a 
safe flight and win.

Additionally, Lauren is 
available for appear-
ances in the Ocala area. 
She has quite a selection 
of several Broadway 
style songs and if your or-
ganization is having a 
special event, she will be 
happy to help.

PALMS
Continued from Page A6

Ocala Palms resident 
Lauren Scott Monahan is 
Ms. Senior United States 
2018.

Lauren Scott Monahan, Ms. Senior United States 
2018, she will go to Las Vegas in November to 
compete with other ladies for the Ms. Senior USA/
Universe title. 

Lucy Chagnon's birthday surprise

The First Friday gath-
ering turned out to be 
a big surprise  and a 
celebration of Lucy Cha-
gnon’s 96th birthday. 

PHOTO BY 
CAROLYN SLOCUMB

Human beings are not born once 
and for all on the day their 
mothers give birth to them, but 
... life obliges them over and 
over again to give birth to them-
selves.

 — Gabriel García Márquez
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Ms. Senior United States returns home
Ocala Palms Golf & 

Country Club have sev-
eral artistic and talented 
friends and neighbors 
among their midst. Re-
cently one of those tal-
ented ladies has moved 
from Tennessee to the 
OP community. 

After traveling all over 
the country, Lauren 
Scott Monahan and her 
husband Buz have de-
cided to “come home” to 
the state where she was 
born. Although she and 
her siblings have lived 
in various parts of the 
country, four out of six 
have moved back to 
their home state so, to 
Lauren, it’s like “coming 
home to family.” She’s 
delighted to be able to 
be close and have the 
family connection once 
again.

Lauren was raised in 
a military family and 
lived at various loca-
tions where her father 

was stationed. She at-
tended high schools in 
Florida and Puerto 
Rico. A graduate of Uni-
versity of South Florida, 
she earned scholarships 
in volleyball and basket-
ball and graduated Cum 
Laude. She continued 
her athletic interest and 
love of football by be-
coming one of the origi-
nal Miami Dolphin Doll 
Cheerleaders. Her ca-
reer led her to events 
and festivals where she 
planned and promoted 
various activities at 
parks and recreation fa-
cilities encouraging ac-
tivities with seniors both 

in Florida and Tennes-
see.

Lauren’s achieve-
ments include being a 
private pilot, organist, 
pianist and singer. As a 
part of her musical 
training she studied at 
the Pablo Casals Conser-
vatory of Music in 
Puerto Rico. She has en-
tertained troops for the 
USO and is a member of 
the Florida Choral Soci-
ety.

In 1978 she enlisted in 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
and completed Officer 
Candidate School at 
Yorktown, Virginia. She 
served as an Ensign sta-

tioned at Pensacola, a 
legacy passed on by her 
father who was a com-
mander. 

After losing her first 
husband to heart dis-
ease, Lauren put her 
heart and soul into 
work, sports, flying and 
family. As she said, 
“when a door closes, an-
other opens to many 
other opportunities.” 

As good fate happens, 
while attending her 35th 
high school reunion in 
Puerto Rico, she once 
again met up with a for-
mer classmate. Almost 
like a fairy tale, she had 
been the cheerleader 
captain and he had been 
the football team cap-
tain. A year later, she 
and Buz Monahan tied 
the knot and have been 
happily married for 19 
years.

Lauren’s story doesn’t 

Ocala Palms
Barbara Dedics

See PALMS/Page A7

end there. 
Moving to Tennessee to 

be near Buz’s family was 
both challenging and re-
warding. She was em-
ployed at the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, coordinated 
Wreaths Across America, 
as well as many military 
events and activities. 

Additionally, she 
worked as superinten-
dent of Parks and Recre-
ation assisting senior 
centers and their activi-
ties. 

Also Lauren helped 
start the first senior cen-
ter facility in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. With her ef-
forts as director of the 
Frank E. Strang Senior 
Center, she raised the at-
tendance from a handful 
to over 6,000 active se-
niors. During the time of 
the Gatlinburg, Tennes-
see, fires a few years ago, 
she coordinated and 
managed volunteers and 
set up shelters for the 
rescued pets. She dedi-
cated many hours to help 
where it was needed the 
most. 

All the while, Lauren 
was encouraged to enter 
pageants over the years. 
Not only does she have 
the beauty, but the beau-
tiful voice as well. No 
wonder she has a num-
ber of trophies and 
awards for her accom-
plishments as Ms. Senior 
Puerto Rico, Ms. Senior 
Tennessee and other ti-
tles. She was crowned 
Ms. Senior United States 
2018 in December 2017. 
In that role, represents 
women age 60 and over. 
While pageantry is not 
her only interest, she 
likes the challenge and 
considers it a sideline 
hobby. 

As part of her being 
crowned Ms. Senior 
United States 2018, she 
will go to Las Vegas in 
November to compete 
with other ladies for the 
Ms. Senior USA/Universe 
title. The Ms. Senior 
USA/Universe organiza-
tion is based in Las Vegas 
and honors senior 

women over 60 years of 
age. Each and every lady 
in the competition is a 
volunteer somewhere in 
their community or state. 
Competition includes a 
private interview, talent 
contest, philosophy of 
life and evening gown 
presentation.

We at the Ocala Palms 
community will be cheer-
ing for Lauren in Novem-
ber. Best wishes for a 
safe flight and win.

Additionally, Lauren is 
available for appear-
ances in the Ocala area. 
She has quite a selection 
of several Broadway 
style songs and if your or-
ganization is having a 
special event, she will be 
happy to help.

PALMS
Continued from Page A6

Ocala Palms resident 
Lauren Scott Monahan is 
Ms. Senior United States 
2018.

Lauren Scott Monahan, Ms. Senior United States 
2018, she will go to Las Vegas in November to 
compete with other ladies for the Ms. Senior USA/
Universe title. 

Lucy Chagnon's birthday surprise

The First Friday gath-
ering turned out to be 
a big surprise  and a 
celebration of Lucy Cha-
gnon’s 96th birthday. 

PHOTO BY 
CAROLYN SLOCUMB

Human beings are not born once 
and for all on the day their 
mothers give birth to them, but 
... life obliges them over and 
over again to give birth to them-
selves.

 — Gabriel García Márquez



AMENDMENT 1: In-
creased Homestead 
Property Tax Exemption 
(Legislature proposal) 
Increases the home-
stead exemption by ex-
empting the assessed 
valuation of homestead 
property greater than 
$100,000 and up to 
$125,000 for all levies ex-
cept for school district 
tax levies.

AMENDMENT 2 Lim-
itations on Property Tax 
Assessments (Legisla-
ture proposal) Makes 
permanent the current 
property tax assessment 
limitations on specified 
non-homestead and 
business property (due 
to expire in 2019), Does 
not apply to school dis-
trict tax levies. The cap 
for assessment increases 
is limited to 10 percent 
per year.

AMENDMENT 3 Voter 
Control of Gambling in 
Florida (Citizen Initia-
tive) Requires that Flor-
ida voters have the 
exclusive right to deter-
mine whether to autho-
rize casino gambling and 
casino gambling can 
only be on the ballot 
through Citizen Petition 
Initiative. Defines ca-
sino gambling and clari-
fies that the amendment 
does not conflict with 
federal law regarding 
state/tribal compacts.

AMENDMENT 4 Vot-
ing Restoration Amend-
ment (Citizen Initiative) 
Restores voting rights to 
Floridians with felony 
convictions after they 
complete their sentence, 
including parole or pro-
bation. Does not apply to 

those convicted of mur-
der or sexual offenses 
who would continue to 
be permanently barred 
from voting unless the 
Governor and Cabinet 
sitting as the Clemency 
Board vote to restore 
their voting rights on a 
case by case basis.

AMENDMENT 5 Su-
permajority Vote Re-
quired to Impose, 
Authorize or Raise State 
Taxes or Fees (Legisla-
ture proposal) Prohibits 
legislature from impos-
ing, authorizing, or rais-
ing a state tax or fee 
except by a two-thirds 
vote of both the House 
and Senate and in a bill 
containing no other sub-
ject. It does not apply to 
fees or taxes imposed or 
authorized to be im-
posed by a county, mu-
nicipality, school board 
or special district.

AMENDMENT 6 
RIGHTS OF CRIME 
VICTIMS; JUDGES 
(Constitution Revision 
Commission proposal)

1. Creates constitu-
tional rights for victims 
of crimes. Authorizes 
victims and families to 
enforce their rights in 
criminal and juvenile 
cases.

2. Raises mandatory 
retirement age for 
judges from 70 to 75, 

with retirement to occur 
by the 75th birthday and 
deletes current authori-
zation to complete a ju-
dicial term if one-half of 
the term has been 
served by the time re-
tirement age is reached.

3. Requires judges and 
hearing officers to inde-
pendently interpret stat-
utes and rules instead of 
deferring to government 
agency interpretations.

AMENDMENT 7 First 
Responder and Military 
Member Survivor Bene-
fits; Public Colleges and 
Universities (Constitu-
tion Revision Commis-
sion proposal)

1. Grants mandatory 
payment of death bene-
fits and waiver of cer-
tain educational 
expenses to qualifying 
survivors of certain first 
responders (paid from 
local government reve-
nues) and military mem-
bers (paid from state 
general revenue) who 
die performing official 
duties.

2 Requires superma-
jority votes by university 
trustees and state uni-
versity system board to 
raise or impose all legis-
latively authorized fees. 
(Does not apply to tui-
tion)

3. Establishes existing 
state college system as a 

T wenty-five res-
idents enjoyed 
the First Fri-

day gathering. The 
“big” event was the 
surprise celebration of 
Lucy Chagnon’s 96th 
birthday. Her friends 
had a cake to share 
with everyone. Lucy is 
a very “spry” young 
lady who still loves to 
dance. Happy birthday, 
Lucy, and we are look-
ing forward to No. 97 
next year.

Forty-two homeown-

ers attended the 
QMPOA meeting. 
There was much dis-
cussion on the needed 
repairs to the swim-
ming pool. These re-
pairs will be made 
after the pool closes in 
November. It was an-
nounced that we are 
still in need of some-
one to head up Bingo. 
As of now, there is no 
more bingo at the club-
house. If you are inter-
ested in helping with 
this, please contact 

one of the board mem-
bers.

The Rod and Gun 
club is getting ready 
for their first fishing 
trip. They are going to 
Ponce Inlet Saturday, 
Sept. 22, for a day of 
offshore fishing. Con-
tact Brian Maguire for 
more information.

We have a big event 
this Friday, Sept. 21, at 
the clubhouse. We are 

having a “Tropical” 
party! So, get out your 
Hawaiian shirts, flip 
flops, straw hats, etc. 
and come for a fun 
night. Tickets are re-
quired – so, if you hav-
en’t gotten your tickets, 
call Grace Maguire.

Do you remember 
what it was like one 
year ago? That’s when 
we were visited by 
Irma. Many of us lost 
power for a short pe-
riod of time and tree 
limbs were broken, 

causing some roof dam-
age. We have been very 
fortunate, so far, this 
year. However, the sea-
son isn’t over, so don’t 
let down your guard.

Have you filled out 
your “emergency” con-
tact information form? 
It was in the September 
Reporter. Please give 
your contact info to a 
friend, neighbor, or post 

it in an easy to see 
place in your home.

Sarah Tan was the 
winner of the “hidden” 
Liberty Bell contest. 
Watch for the October 
Reporter for the next 
contest. 

A big “thank you” to 
Steve and Jeanne Kane 
for all the work they do 
putting together the 
monthly Reporter.

Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb
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All Trips 
Escorted

352-840-0333
www.LauraKaneTravel.com

Call for our newsletter

#ST36723

DAY TRIPS:
10/20 Cedar Key Seafood Festival.................................$39
11/08 Run For Your Wife................................................$89
11/17 Winter Wondrettes................................................$99
12/03 Stetson Mansion in Deland..................................$99
12/20 Show Palace Christmas Special..........................$97

Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nts hotel, two $15 meal vouchers, $55 in freeplay.
*Inquire for holiday rates

Biloxi Ca$ino Tours

Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

Beau Rivage
$249 pp/dbl

Oct. 15-18 • Oct. 29-Nov. 01
Nov. 20-23 Thanksgiving*

Dec. 03-06
Dec. 23-27 Christmas*

Gratuity for 
driver & hostess 

included!
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

Lucy Chagnon's big surprise
See photo,  Page 7

PHOTO BY CAROLYN SLOCUMB
Gus Schettini, Jeanne Kane, Steve Kane, Henry Pelletier and 
Linda Pelletier, left photo, and a group of Quail Meadow resi-
dents enjoying the First Friday evening events.

AMENDMENT
Continued from Page A1

constitutional entity; 
provides governance 
structure.

AMENDMENT 8 Re-
moved from ballot (Con-
stitution Revision 
Commission proposal)

AMENDMENT 9 Pro-
hibits Offshore Oil and 
Gas Drilling; Prohibits 
Vaping in Enclosed In-
door Spaces (Constitu-
tion Revision 
Commission proposal)

1. Prohibits drilling 
for exploration or ex-
traction of oil and natu-
ral gas beneath all 
state-owned waters be-
tween mean high water 
line and the state’s out-
ermost territorial 

boundaries (generally 10 
miles).

2. Adds use of va-
por-generating elec-
tronic devices to existing 
prohibition of tobacco 
smoking in closed in-
door spaces, with excep-
tions; permits more 
restrictive local vapor 
ordinances.

AMENDMENT 10 
State and Local Govern-
ment Structure and Op-
eration (Constitution

Revision Commission 
proposal)

1. Requires legislature 
to retain department of 
veterans’ affairs. Creates 
office of domestic secu-
rity and counterterror-

ism within department 
of law enforcement.

2. Removes from coun-
ties the ability in their 
county charter to abol-
ish, change term, trans-
fer duties or eliminate 
election of sheriffs, 
property appraisers, su-
pervisors of elections, 
tax collectors, and clerks 
of court in all counties.

3. Changes annual leg-
islative session start 
dates in even numbered 
years from March to Jan-
uary and removes the 
legislature’s authoriza-
tion to fix another date.

AMENDMENT 11 
Property rights; removal 

O ne thing about being in the 
military is that when there 
is nothing else to write 

about, there is always the Navy.
I attended a couple of years of col-

lege between graduating high school 
and entering the Navy. I was never in 
any danger of being drafted because 
my lottery draft number was in the 
300s and my eyesight was terrible. I 
joined for two reasons: one, is the 
owner of the cabinet shop where 
worked died; and secondly, a friend 
of mine who enlisted a year or two 
earlier came home on leave in his 
service dress blues and was flashing 
money. What he neglected to say was 
that he took out three month’s ad-
vance pay (it was called a dead 
horse). He also got a $50 bonus for di-
recting me to the recruiter’s office. 

I’ve never been known for fast 
thinking, which was best illustrated 
by my visit to the induction center in 
Dallas, Texas. The physical went very 
well. I only remember turning my 
head and coughing and the eye ex-
amine, which didn’t go so well.

After the eye exam, the doctor 
asked, “Are you sure you want to join 
the Navy?”

“Uh … yes,” I replied.
He looked at me and said, “OK 

then,” and stamped something on my 
health record.

Had I replied, “Uh … no,” he 
would have said, “OK” and classified 
me “4F” and sent me back home. 

Enlisting was the best career 
choice I could have ever made. The 
second-best thing was transferring to 
the Fleet Reserve after 20 years. I’d 
had enough. I was done, but I had a 
blast during my career. For me, being 
shipboard was like being in a big 
locker room. It was fun and I was 
never in any real danger, except 
maybe twice. The first time was a 
decoy mission into the Sea of Ok-

hotsk, a sea of the western Pacific 
Ocean, lying between the Kam-
chatka Peninsula on the east, the 
Kuril Islands on the southeast. It 
was in Soviet territorial waters. I 
never knew why we were there. I 
heard rumors it was connected to 
the SS Myaguez in May 1975. That 
was on my first ship, USS Halsey 
(DLG-23). It was later reclassified 
as a guided missile cruiser, which 
didn’t make it any bigger, but I 
think it had something to do with 
matching the Russian navy on 
paper.

The second time that could have 
been dangerous to me, was the Per-
sian Gulf War. My ship, USS Indepen-
dence (CV-62), was on station in the 
Arabian Sea from Aug. 12, 1990, to 
about Dec. 13, 1990, during Operation 
Desert Shield, the buildup phase be-
fore Operation Desert Storm. I 
earned more medals and ribbons in 
those few months than during the 
other 18 years of my career alto-
gether.

I feel guilty when someone thanks 
me for my service because that honor 
should be reserved for servicemen 
and servicewomen who were in 
harm’s way. 

During my career, I went on seven 
deployments and served aboard five 
ships: USS Halsey (DLG-23/CG-23), 
USS Coucal (ASR-8), USS Ashtabula 
(AO-51), USS George Philip (FFG-12) 
and USS Independence (CV-62.) 
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Your view

U.S. Navy: a cure for writer's block
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

By Louisa Barton

H ave you ever asked yourself, 
what is the fascination and 
genuine joy that happens 

when people are around draft horses, 
especially the Clydesdales?

Here is an explanation and then I 
am going to share some really exciting 
news with you too.

First of all, they are like big teddy 
bears and the bigger they get, the more 
gentle they seem to become. Of course, 
there are always exceptions, but usu-
ally they are quiet and sweet and they 
are actually bred to be that way. More 
often than not, they are calm and safe 
and rarely spooked by much. 

They are usually delighted to just 
quietly hang out, even in situations 
when most horses may be standing 
with eyes wide and nostrils flared. Not 
the draft, and with their largeness, 
they aren’t usually about to run off ei-
ther.

The draft rarely holds a grudge. He 
easily forgets and is willing to please 
you. Moments in training of frustration 
usually do not come back to haunt you 
in the future either with these gentle 
giants. They forget your mistakes quite 
easily.

Another reason the draft is loved by 
all, is because he is so powerful and 
there is so much beauty in that kind of 
power. Who is not impressed with the 
mighty gentle giants in all their glory?

The draft horse also has a particular 
mentality, different to other equine 
breeds. You usually know what to ex-
pect with most draft horses and they 
rarely surprise you like some other 
breeds.

They are also willing to learn and al-
though sometimes slow to pick up on 
new things, once they do get it, they 
are quite good at it. They are so quiet 
in their disposition that they are not 
always attentive making them slower 
learners, but with that, come so many 
benefits.

Even the youngest of draft horses 
just wants to please you, not normally 
flighty or ready to take off at high 
speeds with no desire to run away 
from in a field. They rarely avoid you 
either. In fact, they are usually as de-
lighted to see you as you are to see 
them.

Events and shows involving draft 
horses, are normally packed out with 
eager spectators trying to catch a 
glimpse or a quick touch or a photo 
with one of these gentle giants. Bud-
weiser Super Bowl commercials and 
Christmas ads are always the most 
popular and people will line up for 
hours just to see one up close.

If you are lucky enough to own one 
or just to love them, you are one of 
many, who have fallen in love with the 
gentle giant that is a big teddy bear at 
heart, the draft horse.
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The 
blue-collar 
recovery

T he economic recovery is re-
ally beginning to reach into 
Trump country. 

The president is famous for his ex-
travagant promises, involving, invari-
ably, the biggest and the best. The 
landscape is littered with examples, 
although he never promised to create 
blue-collar jobs at the fastest clip 
since 1984, something he achieved in 
the first half of 2018.

A labor market that has been rocky 
since the financial crisis, and hasn’t 
truly delivered for many workers for 
decades, is robust enough to reach all 
corners of the economy, including 
Trump areas that have recently been 
doing better than other parts of the 
country.

As the Brookings Institution ob-
serves, “goods-producing industries 
have been surging while services in-
dustries have seen their seasonally 
adjusted employment growth slow 
since 2016.” This is good news for 
smaller, more rural areas, which are 
now actually outpacing the growth 
rate in large urban areas. According 
to Jed Kolko of Indeed Hiring Lab, 
“job growth accelerated between 2016 
and ‘17 in counties that Trump won by 
at least 20 points.”

Several things are going on. As the 
labor market has tightened -- in June, 
there were 6.7 million job openings 
and 6.6 million unemployed Ameri-
cans -- it has benefited workers down 
the income scale.

The administration, for its part, has 
leaned into a pro-growth tax and de-
regulatory program meant to spur 
more investment and remove burdens 
on business. The goal has been to de-
feat fatalist predictions of a “secular 
stagnation” that supposedly meant 
that we could never realistically ex-
pect anything more than middling 
economic growth.

At the moment, the warnings are 
less of stagnation than of an alleged 
labor shortage that, according to 
CNBC, is nearing “epidemic propor-
tions.” This is exactly what we need. 
As Josh Barro of Business Insider 
points out, a tight labor market puts 
welcome upward pressure on wages 
and creates an incentive for workers 
to get more training and employers to 
provide it.

This dynamic still needs time to 
take hold. Wage growth, at least by tra-
ditional measures, has been surpris-
ingly sluggish given the low 
unemployment rate (the White House 
argues that wages are being mismea-
sured and underestimated). But in Au-
gust, encouragingly, average hourly 
wages increased 2.9 percent from a 
year ago, the biggest increase since 
June 2009. 

As for training, a report from the 
See LOWRY/Page A10

Why is everyone crazy 
about draft horses?

See PROPOSAL/Page A10

See MOLEHILLS/Page A10
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Bocce anyone?

A ccording to the 
Bocce rules, 
the word 

“bocce” is a plural of the 
word “boccia” meaning 
ball in Italian. Many be-
lieve the ancient Phoe-
nicians, Egyptians, 
Greeks, & Romans in-
vented an early form of 
bocce. One theory sug-
gests their soldiers 
played with rocks to 

pass the time in-be-
tween battles.

Where ever it started, 
it was further developed 
in Italy and brought to 
this country. I can re-
member my father and 
uncles playing wherever 
there was dirt. When I 
asked an uncle what 
kind of surface did he 
play on, he was con-
fused. They did not have 

courts as we do now or 
like the beautifully re-
finished courts that 
Stone Creek has. Over 
$20,000 was invested in 
new courts. 

The start of the fall 
bocce league began 
Monday, Sept. 10, at 4 
p.m. Wednesday has two 
leagues at 3 and 6 p.m. 
and that started Sept. 
12.

The Bocce Club pro-
vided instructions be-
fore the fall league for 

those who wanted to 
learn this game.  So if 
you don’t know how to 
play Bocce or would like 
a refresher course, you 
can email Michael Price 
at BocceTraining@
gmail.com with your 
name and e-mail for in-
formation.

Since Bocce is an Ital-
ian staple game in Italy 
and in many communi-
ties where Italian Amer-
icans live, the Italian 
American Club held a 

Bocce event.  68 mem-
bers and guests came 
out for a fun afternoon 
of food and then games 
of bocce.  It was a great 
afternoon meeting new 
members and sharing 
food.  

After lunch, John 
Morfit organized teams 
and teams played on 6 
courts.  For some of the 
members of the Italian 
American Club, it was 
their first time playing 
while others have 

played on Bocce 
League.

Many of the club 
members proudly wore 
their Italian American 
red shirts which were 
chosen by Vice Presi-
dent, Lois Morfit and 
her husband John who 
designed the logo.  Pres-
ident Tony Serrano wel-
comed the club 
members and organized 
the BBQ food for the 
event.  It was a wonder-
ful event enjoyed by all.

Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

PHOTOS BY PATRICIA GIZZI
In the top photos are Stone Creek Bocce League members playing the game; 
bottom left, Patty Serrano giving out tickets for the event; bottom center, Lois 
Morfit sells chances on guess the number of corks in the bottle; and in the bot-
tom right photo, Gladys and Don Bonomi relax on a bench.

ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) You might need to get 
more facts to help you work 
out those problems with your 
new project. As always, a 
friendly approach shows the 
charming Arian at his or her 
persuasive best.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) Information is what ener-
gizes ambition, and this is a 
good time for the ambitious 
Bovine to expand his or her 
range of knowledge and to 
be ready for the challenges 
that lie ahead.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) This is a good time to 
consider making some 
long-overdue decorating 
changes at home or in your 
workplace. A splash of color 
can help raise spirits, even on 
the grayest day.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) Learn more. Earn more. 
That’s the formula for Moon 
Children looking to expand 
their career horizons. Investi-
gate the best places to get 
those training courses you’ll 
need.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Your creative side helps gain 
attention for many of your 
ideas. But don’t neglect the 
practical aspects involved in 
implementing their move 
from paper to production. 
Good luck.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) A health problem 
should not be ignored. The 
sooner you check it out, the 
sooner you can deal with it 
and then move on. Some job 
advice comes from an un-
likely source.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) A relationship 
takes an unexpected shift 
that could leave you puzzled 
and hurt. Asking for an expla-
nation could help uncover 
the reason for this sudden 
turn of events.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Your busy 
schedule has drawn down 
much of your energy levels. 
Restore them by spending a 
well-earned time out enjoy-
ing the arts -- perhaps with 
that special someone.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) Make 
that presentation with confi-
dence. Remember: When you 
show you believe in yourself, 
it helps persuade others that 
you truly know what you’re 
doing.

CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) Although you 
usually prefer doing things 
on your own, a group effort 
might be advisable at this 
time. Try to keep an open 
mind about suggestions 
from colleagues.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) This could be a 
good time to reassess some 
of your recent decisions and 
see if any adjustments should 
be made based on facts that 
you might have just uncov-
ered.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) An emotionally 
charged situation creates un-
certainty about the future of 
your relationship. Best advice: 
Talk things out while there’s 
still time to reach a new un-
derstanding.

BORN THIS WEEK: You tend 
to act on matters of principle 
despite what others might 
advise.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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 COMPUTER REPAIR
 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Suite S, Ocala

 352-861-1584

 SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS
 Looking to put more Pep in your PC’s step?

 Ask us about these PC upgrades and a   10% discount with this Ad
 Memory - Hard Drives - Solid State Drives - CPU’s - Video Cards - PC Cleanup

 BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL - IN-SHOP OR AT YOUR LOCATION

 W E  S ELL  A ND  S ERVICE  B RAND  N AMES , C USTOM  C OMPUTERS , 
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000UGSI

 $ 49 99
 Expires 09/30/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 10% OFF
 Completed

 Repairs

 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U
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   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 CRC058138
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 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 Starting at Starting at

 * * *

 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 P RIVACY
 S CREEN

 A VAILABLE
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 HANDYMAN

 • Home Maintenance/
 Repair

 • Lawn & Garden
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc....

 Weekend Warrior
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106

 “Let Me Do All 
 Your Chores”

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95
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 PAINTING

 Eric: (352) 406-1232
 Alex: (352) 973-7317

 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • LICENSED & INSURED

 • Professional 
 Service

 • Satisfaction 
 Guarantee *FREE QUOTE*
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1
1
1

8
5

 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION   Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger
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 Swinson Chiropractic
 & Total Health Center
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 Located on SR 200, 2 miles west of I-75, directly across from Publix, Heath Brook Commons

 Open M-F, Sat. by Appt • Medicare and most insurance accepted 840-0444 840-0444  www.swinsonchirofl.com

 In Pain?
 We Will See
  You Today!

 • Neck & Back Pain
 • Shoulder & Arm Pain
 • Pinched Nerves/

 Numbness

 • Migraines/Headaches
 • Low Back & Leg Pain
 • Disc Problems
 • Joint Pain

 • Dizziness
 • Auto Injuries
 • School & Sports 

 Physicals

 *Massage Therapy Available -  MM13191 •     *Decompression Therapy Available

 Includes consultation with doctor. All necessary X-Rays 
 (if necessary), complete initial examination, report of 

 doctors findings. Offer valid for new patients only. Must 
 present coupon before examination. Expires 9/30/18.

 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL  $ 55 Massage
 No Exams or X-Rays Included

 Offer valid for new patients only. 
 Must present coupon before examination. 

 Expires 9/30/18.

 $160
 Value

 New Patient Exam
 For Only  $ 35

 00
0U

0J
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A large crowd of 
75 to 80 neigh-
bors met with 

the Fairfield Village 
HOA Board of Directors 
for its September meet-
ing Thursday, Sept. 13, 
at 6 p.m. in the FFV 
clubhouse. 

The group was very 
interested in what Pres-
ident Sandi Ford and 
the other members of 
the HOA Board had to 
discuss with the commu-
nity.

The meeting started 
off with announcements 
about the continuing ne-
gotiations about the 
sound system that has 
never been ade-

quate. Talks have been 
continuing for extended 
periods with manage-
ment about that con-
cern. 

 Also, the board has 
had ongoing discussions 
with manager Mr. 
O’Donnell about electri-
cal issues in the club-
house kitchen that were 
supposed to have been 

addressed during the 
eight monthlong renova-
tions last year. 

These problems still 
exist and are real con-
cerns.

 Mr. O’Donnell did tell 
the HOA that road re-
pairs are due to begin 
“soon” so that is a plus 
that everyone was 
happy to hear.  The 

piece meal repairs have 
not been adequate but 
were supposedly done 
to help with the final 
repairs that will “soon” 
begin.

 The HOA voted to 
hire a very well recom-
mended attorney to rep-
resent the board. The 
vote was unanimous.

 There followed a 
lengthy discussion of 
some concerns about 
different prospectuses 
that have been used in 
the history of Fairfield 
Village. It seems that 
there are some serious 
concerns. There was a 
question and answer 
period during which 

those present were very 
respectful and very 
quiet so that all could 
hear what was being 
said and discussed.

 The HOA president, 
Sandi Ford, asked me to 
thank all those who 
came out to be a part of 
the discussion. 

She felt the evening 
was productive and she 
wants everyone to know 
that the HOA will keep 
the community updated 
as things unfold.  

She also encouraged 
anyone not a member to 
join the HOA because 
there is definite 
strength in numbers.

 Your reporter has 

been to many meetings 
when those present 
talked among them-
selves and made it diffi-
cult for others to hear. 

I must say that this 
meeting was one of the 
most polite and effi-
cient ones that I have 
ever attended.  

I am so proud of my 
community and the way 
that they showed their 
neighborhood camara-
derie and friendly 
spirit.

 I am proud to say I 
am a part of Fairfield 
Village, “the lively 
place filled with lovely, 
respectful and polite, 
people.”

PHOTO BY PRISCILLA GEISSEL 
The Fairfield Village HOA Board members are, left to right, Mary Dean, secretary; Sandi Ford, president; Nick Nickless, vice president; Sharon Altes, treasurer; Ed 
Glenney, trustee; Jim Neal, trustee; and Lillian Newhouse, trustee.

FFV HOA meeting draws a large crowd
Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

It combines three sepa-
rate proposals, so a vote 
for one is a vote for all 
three.

1. Requires legislature 
to retain the Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs 
and creates the Office of 
Domestic Security and 
Counterterrorism within 
the Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement.

2. Removes from coun-
ties the ability in their 
county charter to abol-
ish, change the term, 
transfer duties or elimi-
nate election of sheriffs, 
property appraisers, su-

pervisors of elections, 
tax collectors, and 
clerks of court in all 
counties.

3. Changes annual leg-
islative session start 
dates in even numbered 
years from March to 
January and removes 
the legislature’s authori-
zation to fix another 
date.

He said all county 
sheriffs, property ap-
praisers, supervisors of 
elections, tax collectors 
and clerks of court are 
pushing hard for this 
proposal.

He said the third part 
is simple. The first ques-
tion, which would create 
the Office of Domestic 
Security and Counter-

terrorism within the 
Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement.

Woods said times are 
changing and states can 
no longer rely on the 
federal government for 
safety.

“We’re constantly 
being attacked in the 
United States and we 
can no longer rely solely 
on the federal govern-
ment. We as a state has 
to depend on ourselves 
to help protect us,” he 
said.

Law enforcement pri-
orities change to meet 
the needs of the time. A 
shift in priorities does 
not necessarily mean a 
budget increase. 

As for the Depart-

ment of Veterans’ Af-
fairs, he said the 
department exists, “But 
it can be taken away. 
This amendment puts 
it in the constitution, 
assuring the Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Af-
fairs is always there to 
take care of our veter-
ans in the state of Flor-
ida.”

Fourth, he said the 
amendment protects 
citizens’ rights to vote 
for their constitutional 
officers.

“What exists right 
now is the ability of a 
county government to 
change like Mi-
ami-Dade,” he said.

According to the Mi-
ami-Dade employee 

handbook, dated June 
2018, the Dade County 
electorate adopted the 
County Charter May 21, 
1957. The new charter 
formed the unique 
“metro” form of gov-
ernment, including a 
Board of County Com-
missioners with the 
power to levy taxes, 
create ordinances, 
commission districts 
and municipalities.

“They eliminated the 
office of sheriff. He is 
appointed. He is the 
only appointed sheriff 
in Florida,” he said. 
“The people don’t get 
to choose an elected 
sheriff and it applies 
to all five constitu-
tional governments.”

SHERIFF
Continued from Page A2

The work of artist 
Lauri Gist will be on 
display Monday, Sept. 
24, through Friday, Oct. 
19, in the upper level of 
the Dorothea Jerome 
Building at the College 
of Central Florida Cit-
rus Campus, 3800 S. Le-
canto Highway, Lecanto.  

The exhibit is free 
and may be viewed 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To learn about other 
events at CF, visit CF.
edu. 

CF displays 
Gist's painted 

silk scarfs

of obsolete provision; 
criminal statutes (Consti-
tution Revision Commis-
sion proposal)

1. Removes language 
related to ownership of 
real property rights.

2. Removes obsolete 
language regarding high 
speed rail, which was 
previously repealed.

3. Deletes provision 
that changes in a crimi-
nal statute will not affect 
prosecution or penalties 
for a crime committed 
before the amendment; 
retains current provision 
allowing prosecution of a 
crime committed before 
the repeal of a criminal 
statute.

AMENDMENT 12 Lob-
bying and Abuse of Office 
by Public Officers (Con-
stitution Revision Com-
mission proposal) 
Expands current restric-
tions on lobbying for 
compensation by former 
public officers from two 
years to six years. De-
fines public officers. Cre-
ates restrictions on 
lobbying for compensa-
tion by current public of-
ficers and former 

justices and judges. Pro-
vides exceptions. Prohib-
its abuse of a public 
position by public offi-
cers and employees to 
obtain a personal bene-
fit.

AMENDMENT 13 
Ends Dog Racing (Consti-
tution Revision Commis-
sion proposal)

Creates humane treat-
ment of animals as a fun-
damental value in 
Florida. Prohibits racing 
of and wagering on grey-
hound dogs after Decem-
ber 21 , 2020 . . Does not 
affect eligibility of cur-
rent licensed greyhound 
permit holders to con-
duct other pari-mutuel 
activities authorized by 
law.

PROPOSAL
Continued from Page A5

I realize hull numbers 
may not mean much to 
most readers, but they 
are important to me and 
maybe other retirees.

I retired as a senior 
chief (E-8) Interior Com-
munications Electrician 
about 26 years, longer 
than I was on active duty, 
but even so, my time in 
the Navy is still the big-
gest influence on my life. 

MOLEHILLS
Continued from Page A8

National Association 
of Manufacturers says 
that two-thirds of manu-
facturers plan to in-
crease worker training 
in the next year. This is 
so important because 
it’s only possible to 

achieve sustainable 
wage gains by increasing 
the productivity of work-
ers. And so far, despite 
the boom, productivity 
increases have still been 
lagging.

The encouraging news 
for blue-collar workers 
is welcome. But we 
should set our sights 
higher. Regaining what 
was lost in the aftermath 

of the financial crisis 
isn’t enough. The na-
tional priority should 
be, as Oren Cass of the 
Manhattan Institute ar-
gues in his forthcoming 
book “The Once and Fu-
ture Worker,” returning 
to a lost golden age of 
work, when labor force 
participation rates and 
wage growth were both 
reliably high.

The implicit Trump 
pledge in the 2016 cam-
paign was of jobs good 
and stable enough to 
make a decent living 
and raise a family. That 
should never be over-
promising in America. 

Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

LOWRY
Continued from Page A8
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phones so they cannot be turned off 
without the owner’s knowledge.

On the other hand, law enforce-
ment, with the appropriate warrants, 
can search the cellphones of murders, 
high-level drug dealers and others 
wanted for high crimes.

“We can track them and we can set 
them so they can’t be turned off. The 
only way to eliminate that is to re-
move the battery and the internal 
workings. It’s amazing what can be 
done with a phone – and very alarm-
ing.”

He said law enforcement has to 
jump through many hoops and fill out 
lots of paperwork to obtain warrants, 
“but I’m not going to down it because – 

is our judicial system perfect? Is our 
political system perfect? However, our 
judicial system and our political sys-
tem is the best there is on this planet 
Earth.”

 In response to a question about the 
off-duty Dallas police officer who shot 
and killed the occupant of that apart-
ment, the sheriff said although there 
are mechanisms in place, mistakes 
occur, but police officers are imper-
fect and make mistakes.

“I really can’t answer that question 
because there are so many guidelines 
and so many measures in place. But, if 
we keep adding measures, then who is 
going to have control of us? The bad 
people will.”

While he could not speak to the Dal-
las shooting, he said that when one of 
his officers enters a home or confronts 
someone for any other reason: Don’t 
resist!

“I can guarantee you – guarantee 

you that in every case where there has 
been a misuse of force or some type of 
shooting has happened, do you know 
what the solution is? Don’t resist! If a 
cop comes up to you and says do this: 
Do it!”

He said societal sentiment has 
shifted to place the blame where it 
doesn’t belong. 

Proposed amendments
The sheriff said it makes no sense to 

him to vote “no” on all of the proposed 
amendments as some groups urge.

“Don’t do that. That just like saying 
‘I’m not going to vote,’” he said.

Woods asked the audience to vote 
against Amendment No. 1 to increase 
the Homestead Property Tax exemp-
tion. The state Legislature added the 
proposal to increase the homestead 
exemption by exempting the assessed 
valuation of homestead property 
greater than $100,000 and up to 
$125,000 for all levies. School district 
tax levies are not included.

“All this legislation is doing is play-
ing a game. The Legislature is saving 
you money over here, but it’s going to 
force an increase over there. They are 
pushing it down to the lower level, 
which is us,” he said.

The sheriff said the exemption 
would not affect most people in the 
room he addressed. However, it would 
hurt when the county increases the 
millage rate on property taxes to 
make up for lost income.

“Roughly – these are rough numbers 
– this homestead exemption could im-
pact county budget by about $8 mil-
lion. For me, $3 million. That means I 
would have to cut somewhere or we’d 
have to find the money from other 
places.”

Amendment 10 titled, “State and 
Local Government Structure and Op-
eration” was placed on the ballot by 
the Constitution Revision Commis-
sion. 
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 is discovered through      worshiping together
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Somebody 
else wants it!
Got something special 

you no longer use?
Sell it in the Classifieds.

It may be just the
perfect item to fill
somebody else’s

need.

TOLL FREE 1-877-676-1403

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

DUDLEY’S
� TUES. 9/18  8AM

OPEN AIR Tools, 
hsehold, furn., 12FT 
enclosed alum trlr...

� THURS  9/20  5
PM

Quality furn., art, 
jewelry & more!! 

dudleysauction.co
m

352-637-9588
4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 

Ab1667 Au2246
15% bp

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

Bryan Brothers
Pressure

Cleaning, LLC
Professional Pressure 
Cleaning Services,

Free Estimates,
Residential/

Commercial Lic/Ins.
352-486-1141

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

Where’s Sherlock Holmes When You Need Him?
I like so many peo-

ple, love a good 
mystery. I have 

read all of the Sherlock 
Holmes stories, the Fa-
ther Brown stories and 
other good mystery nov-
els. I just like trying to 
solve a good mystery.

A good mystery does 
not reveal the mystery 
until the very end. All 
the way through the 
story, importance evi-
dence points to that per-
son and the other 
person and so forth. 
However, you must read 
the end of the story to 
find out the answer to 
the mystery.

Mysteries do not just 
exist in novels for short 
stories. In my case, mys-
teries are all through my 
life. I cannot manage 
one day without some 
kind of a mystery.

It is not because I am 
getting older either. As I 
remember my younger 
days, it too was filled 
with mysteries.

I remember that one 
Christmas Eve when I 
was going to solve the 
mystery of Santa Claus. 
I heard about this mys-
terious person, but I had 
never seen him and this 
Christmas, I promised 
myself, I am going to see 
who this Santa Claus re-

ally is.
That night my parents 

sent me and my brother 
and sister to bed early 
because it was Christ-
mas Eve. We had our lit-
tle party around the 
Christmas tree and ad-
mired where all the 
Christmas gifts should 
be come morning.

Then at the strike of 
10 o’clock, we were sent 
to our bedrooms to 
await the coming of 
Santa Claus and the 
Christmas gifts. I de-
cided to stay up and 
just see how Mr. Santa 
Claus worked his mys-
tery on Christmas Eve.

Hiding in the shad-
ows, I could see my 
mother and father 
around the Christmas 
tree drinking some 
Christmas punch, 
talking and laughing. 
They seemed to be hav-
ing a good time. I was a 
little irritated because 
they were having a good 
time at my expense.

Then I heard my 

mother say, “Don’t you 
think it’s about time?”

My mother and father 
looked at each other 
and giggled one of those 
hilarious giggles. My fa-
ther said, “It sure is. 
Let’s go and get them.”

At the time, I really 
did not understand 
what he was talking 
about. What were they 
supposed to go and get? 
Why won’t they get out 
of the way so Santa 
Claus can come and do 
his “thing?”

They soon disap-
peared and I got excited 
because I figured the 
next person coming into 
the living room would 
be Santa Claus himself.

I faintly heard from 
the hall, “Shhhhhh, we 
don’t want to wake up 
the kids.”

Then I saw something 
I never anticipated my 
whole life. My mother 
and father came into 
the living room carrying 
Christmas gifts and 
carefully placed them 

under the Christmas 
tree. They made several 
trips and it was not long 
before the Christmas 
tree was loaded with all 
kinds of Christmas gifts.

I just could not be-
lieve my eyes. For 
years, my parents told 
us the tale of Santa 
Claus along with Ru-
dolph the Red Nose 
Reindeer. They told it 
in such a way that I be-
lieved every word. Now, 
before me was evidence 
that what they were 
telling me all these 
years presented as a 
mystery, was not a mys-
tery at all.

I just solved the big-
gest mystery in my life 
up to that point. My par-
ents were Santa Claus. 
It was hard for me to 
swallow that informa-
tion. It was not the mys-
tery I wanted to solve.

Now I had another 
mystery on my hands. 
Do I tell my brother and 
sister that I had solved 
the biggest mystery we 
had in our home?

To reveal the mystery 
to them would give me 
great satisfaction.

On the other hand, to 
reveal the mystery to 
them would greatly dis-
appoint them.

Now that I have 

solved that mystery, 
what do I do? Do I go 
for my satisfaction or do 
I protect my siblings 
from being disap-
pointed?

It was then that I had 
solved the biggest mys-
tery in life. That being, 
every mystery you solve 
presents a bigger mys-
tery you cannot solve. 
That seems to be the 
way of life.

I am glad I learned 
that when I was young 
because it has been 
beneficial to me down 
through the years. I 
have learned to live 
with mysteries with no 
desire to uncover those 
mysteries.

When I say, “no de-
sire,” I do not mean that 
literally. Yes, there have 
been many mysteries I 
have wanted to solve. 
But my biggest disci-
pline is to let a mystery 
be a mystery.

This is so helpful to 
me, especially since I 
became a husband.

Every husband knows 
that his wife, as won-
derful as she is, is a bas-
ket full of mysteries.

When I first got mar-
ried, I thought my job 
was to solve every one 
of those mysteries. I 
learned very quickly 

that solving a marital 
mystery, particularly on 
the feminine side, is 
rather a dangerous ven-
ture with no good marks 
behind it.

Some things are bet-
ter left in the mystery 
basket of life.

Paul understood this 
when he wrote, “And 
without controversy 
great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gen-
tiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into 
glory” (1 Timothy 3:16).

Some mysteries are 
too sacred to try to 
solve, rather we should 
rejoice in the mysteries 
associated with our Fa-
ther which art in 
heaven.

The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellow-
ship, 1471 Pine Road, 
Ocala, FL 34472. He lives 
with the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage, in 
Ocala, Florida. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or email 
jamessnyder2@att.net. 
The church website is 
www.whatafellowship.
com.

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

———n———
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Happenings
Saturday, Sept. 22

Crossroads Church
Our “Common 

Ground” Fellowship will 
be at Sonny’s BBQ on 
SR 484 Saturday, Sept. 
29, at 4 p.m.. Come and 
enjoy the food, fellow-
ship and fun.

We will be having our 
annual “Multicultural 
Day” Sunday, Oct. 14, 
from 5 - 7 p.m.. Come 
and enjoy the festivities 
and cultural foods.

Mondays – Monday 
Night Bible Study at 
6:30 p.m.

Tuesdays – Interces-
sory Prayer Meeting at 9 
a.m.

Wednesdays – Family 
Training Hour at 7 p.m.. 
This includes Cross-
roads Kids, Crossroads 
Nursery & Crossroads 
Youth Ministries.

Thursdays – Our 
Spanish “Estudio Bi-
blico” at 7 p.m.

Sunday Services – 
Sunday School, 8:30 
a.m.; Worship Services 
at 9 a.m., 11 a.m. and our 
Spanish Service at 1 
p.m.. Nursery Ministry 

provided for all ser-
vices.

Crossroads Church, 
8070 SW 60th Ave., south 
off SR 200. For more in-
formation, please call 
352-291-2080 or visit 
www.ourcrossroads.
church for up to date 
calendar events.

VFW Post 4781
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a non-
smoking facility.

Saturday, Sept. 22:  
POW/MIA ceremony at 1 
p.m. in recognition, 
honor and respect for 
POW’s and MIA’s. This is 
presented by the VFW 
Auxiliary and the North 
Marion Young Marines. 
We invite you to attend 
and everyone is wel-
come.

Saturday, Sept. 22: 
Taco Dinner returns 
from 4p.m. to 6 p.m. for 
$7.

Monday:  Bingo is 
played in the hall. Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and the 
games start at 11 a.m. 
The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Menu is available at the 

post. Bar bingo is for 
members and guests 
and begins at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday and Friday 
lunch is served from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Second and Fourth 
Friday’s: Dinners are 
fried Alaskan Pollock 
(A.U.C.E.) or chicken 
with french fries, hush 
puppies and coleslaw. 
Dinner is $8 and served 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Public is invited.  

Friday and Saturday: 
Enjoy entertainment in 
the canteen from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Saturday: Breakfast is 
served from 8 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and prices range 
from $3 to $6.50. Break-
fast is open to the pub-
lic.

Hall Rental and Ca-
tering: Please call 352-
873-4781 for further 
information.

Honor Guard: Our 
Honor Guard is avail-
able to provide military 
honors to a fallen vet-
eran. For further infor-
mation contact the Post 
at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos VFW 

Post 4781, 9401 SW 110th 
St., telephone 352-873-
4781. You can also follow 
us on Facebook at An-
gela Santos VFW Post 
4781.

Fairy Tale Festival
Fairy Tale Festival, 

Saturday, Sept. 22, 1 to 4 
p.m.

Fairy tale fans can 
dress up as a favorite 
fairy tale character, me-
ander through the en-
chanted forest, dance 
around the maypole 
with the Greenwood 
Morris Dancers and 
enjoy a special Fairy 
Tale Remix provided by 
the Insomniac Theatre. 
Before leaving, check 
out the many fairy tale 
books and other re-
sources your public li-
brary has to offer.

 Children 10 years and 
younger must be accom-
panied by a parent or 
caregiver. The Fairy 
Tale Festival is spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the Ocala Public Library 
and is free and open to 
the public.

 For more information 

about these or other 
programs offered by the 
Marion County Public 
Library System, visit the 
library’s website at 
http://library.marion-
countyfl.org or call 352-
671-8551.

Public Lands Day
National Public Lands 

Day at Silver Springs 
State Park at 9 a.m., 
Sept. 22, at 5656 East Sil-
ver Springs Blvd.

NPLD is the nation’s 
largest, single-day vol-
unteer effort on public 
lands. We will spend the 
morning removing air 
potato, taking out inva-
sive plants, planting 
new additions to our 
gardens, painting step-
ping stones, picking up 
trash and performing 
other park projects.

For more information, 
please contact John 
Kilmer by email at john.
kilmer@floridadep.gov 
or call 352-236-7156.

Sunday, Sept. 23
Southwest Christian 

Church

Come and Worship 
with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. Find us at 
9045 SW 60th Avenue in 
Ocala. Our worship style 
is full of love, joy and 
faith, as we worship God 
in a traditional way. 
Learn more about us 
and even view a sermon 
from our preaching min-
ister David Campbell on 
our website:  www.
swchristianchurch.com

Christ’s Church
If you are looking for a 

church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  

 As always, we begin 
each Lord’s day with 
Sunday School classes 
for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  
We offer five adult 
classes on a variety of 
topics. A synopsis of 
each class is available 
on our website.

 Our Worship Service 
begins at 10:30 a.m. as 
we open with special 

See HAPPENINGS/Page A12
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13 proposed constitutional amendments

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
story will continue over a 
period of weeks due to 
space constraints. This 
week is an overview of 
the 13 proposed amend-
ments to the Florida Con-
stitution.

By DAVID DAVIS
Editor

Former Marion 
County Com-
missioner Judy 

Johnson presented pros 
and cons of the 13 con-
stitutional amendments 
on the Nov. 6 General 
Election Ballot to the 
Friday Forum, Friday, 
Sept. 14.

Johnson encouraged 
voters to vote absentee 
if they are eligible so 
they can read the mea-
sures in the quiet of 
their homes and discuss 
the issues with spouses, 
friends or neighbors.

“The estimate is that 
if you go into the voting 
booth and have to read 

the titles of these, it will 
take you a half-hour to 
vote,” she said. “It’s 
going to be a long ballot. 
It’s going to be an in-
volved ballot, so let’s do 

our homework.”
She suggested visiting 

website bereadytovote.
org, the official voter 
service initiative of the 
League of Women Voters 

of Florida Education 
Fund. 

To view the full text of 
the amendments, go to 
the Florida Division of 
Elections at https://dos.

elections.myflorida.com/
initiatives/.

There are a number of 
websites offering per-
spectives on the amend-
ments, including the 
Florida Chamber of 
Commerce and Ballot-
pedia.

The proposed changes 
to the state constitution 
came from the Constitu-
tional Revision Commis-
sion, which meets every 
20 years, from the state 
Legislature, by citizen 
initiatives or the Taxa-
tion and Budget Reform 
Commission. The Taxa-
tion and Budget Reform 
Committee did not ad-
vance any of the mea-
sures.

The Legislature can 
place anything it wants 
on the ballot with a 
three-fifths vote. The 
Legislature put three 
amendments on the bal-
lot. They do not have to 
go through the governor 
or the Florida Supreme 
Court for approval. 

The Citizen Initiative 
Petition Process must 
deal with a single sub-
ject, the title must be 75 
words or less, and con-
vince 8 percent of the 
voters who voted in the 
last presidential elec-
tion or 76,632 to sign a 
petition. The signatures 
are presented to the at-
torney general and the 
state Supreme Court for 
review. After review, 
766,200 valid voter sig-
natures.

“When you are consid-
ering each of these 
amendments, think 
about a couple of things. 
No. 1, does the issue rise 
to the level of the consti-
tution or is it something 
better dealt with or can 
be dealt with in statute. 
This is our basic gover-
nance document. We 
can make it improve 
Florida. We can make it 
hold Florida back,” she 
said.

MESSENGER PHOTO/DAVID DAVIS
Former Marion County Commissioner Judy Johnson offers pro and con ar-
guments on the 13 amendments at the Friday Forum, Friday, Sept. 14, at the 
Golden Corral on College Road.

See AMENDMENT/Page A5

Former County Commissioner offers pro and con arguments

Woods warns seniors of cybercrimes 
By DAVID DAVIS

Editor

Marion County Sheriff 
Billy Woods spoke of 
cybercrimes and two 

proposed constitutional 
amendments on the November 
ballot during the SR 200 Coali-
tion meeting Monday, Sept. 10, 
at TimberRidge Building 5000.

He said criminals frequently 
change schemes. They realize 
one thing isn’t working, then 
move onto something else.

“It’s always been phone 
calls,” he told the audi-
ence. “Now it’s email. They 
have the capability on their 
phone for a number to show up 
that is not their number. Well, 
if they can do it through a 
phone, don’t you think they can 

do it through an email as 
well?”

He told them to report! Re-
port! Report! Law enforcement 
cannot respond if it doesn’t 
know about it. He also said to 
call the Better Business Bu-
reau and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

“If you get something that 
looks somewhat legit, call 
somebody else and verify. 
Call,” Woods said. “Make those 
phone calls. Be annoying. Tell 
us about it. Let us know. Crimi-
nals are geniuses. I’m going on 
30 years now in law enforce-
ment and if they applied what 
they do criminally to our world 
problems, we wouldn’t have 
cancer, the would have Nobel 
Peace Prizes; those inmates in 
my jail, holy mackerel, the in-

genuity that comes out of 
them is incredible.”

The sheriff said the two 
things retailers ask for is 
your telephone number and 
email address so that they 
can use it for promotional 
purposes through third-
party associates.

 “Technology is wonderful, 
but technology has a nega-
tive side as well,” he said.  

One man in the audience 
said he received a forged ca-
shier’s check in the mail to 
which Woods replied, “If you 
get a cashier’s check and it 
looks legit. Call the issuing 
bank.”

He said it’s incredible 
what criminals can do with a 
cellphone. They can set 

Marion County 
Sheriff Billy 
Woods speaks 
on a wide va-
riety of topics 
dealing with law 
enforcement 
Monday, Sept. 
10, at the SR 
200 Coalition in 
Building 5000 at 
TimberRidge.
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music by our Worship 
Choir.  Our praise time 
includes a blend of famil-
iar hymns of the church 
as well as contemporary 
praise songs with a full 
praise band.  pastor 
David Bellows will pres-
ent a message of inspira-
tion.   

 Monday evening the 
men come together at 
6:30 p.m. for a Bible 
Study in the book of Ga-
latians.  

 Women who are inter-
ested in crafts meet 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 
to work on group and in-
dividual projects.

 Pastor Ray Westman 
leads a Small Group 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Sept. 26  at 4 p.m.  The 
group meets in our main 
building and takes an in-
depth look at the Sunday 
morning message with a 
video message by pastor 

HAPPENINGS
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David Bellows.
 Christ’s Church of 

Marion County is at 6768 
SW 80th St., off State 
Road 200. For more in-
formation on all our 
events or for directions 
visit our website at www.
ccomc.org or contact the 
church office at 352-861-
6182.

Saturday, Sept. 29

Arts and Crafts Show
Come visit many 

unique venders. Hand-
made items, gift ideas, 
raffle, bake sale, re-
freshments and much 
more from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, 
at Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church, 7768 SW 
State Road 200. Visit 
countrysideocala.org or 
call 352- 237-4633.

Kraft Bazaar
Saturday Sept. 29, 9 

a.m. - 1 p.m., Kraft Ba-
zaar, Sweetwater Oaks. 
Many Handmade, 

unique items.
Start your Christmas 

Shopping early, 3151 
NW 44th Ave. Ven-dors 
call Terri 513-253-9918 

Altar and Rosary 

Society
The Altar & Rosary 

Society of St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church 
will be holding a huge 
flea market Saturday, 
Sept. 29, in Father 
Stegeman Hall located 
at 7525 U.S. Hwy. 41 in 
Dunnellon, from 8 -1. 
Many items will be for 
sale including the fa-
mous jewelry boutique. 
Light refreshments will 
be available for a nomi-
nal fee.

Thursday, Sept. 
Sept. 20

Genealogical Society
The Marion County 

Genealogical Society 
will meet Thursday, 
Sept. 20, at 2 p.m. at the 

Marion County Public 
Library located at 2720 
E. Silver Springs Blvd. A 
brief business meeting 
will be followed by the 
September program. For 
information, contact 
Joel Swanson at 352-897-
0840 or president@mcg-
socala.org.

Friday, Sept. 21

September Soiree
Come join us for our 

September Soiree 
where you are sure to be 
entertained by our local 
talented artists who will 
be demonstrating and 
sharing their experi-
enced knowledge! We 
will be featuring 5 art-
ists from our artist 
RSAC which has over 40 
artists. They are: Lynda 
Ryan, Wire wrapping, 
Barrie Harding, Wood-
turning, June Johnson, 
Gourds, Susan Jones, 
Pottery and Bridget 
Hanley, Callligraplhy. 
The Soiree will be held 

Friday, Sept. 21, from 5-7 
p.m. at the Rainbow 
Springs Art Cooperative 
at 20804 W. Pennsylvania 
in Dunnellon. With a do-
nation of $10, receive 
five tickets for a draw-
ing, complimentary 
drinks and appetizers, 
plus a 10 percent dis-
count at checkout when 
you find that one-of a 
kind item you cannot do 
without.

Reserve tickets in ad-
vance by calling the 
Rainbow Springs Artist 
Cooperative for tickets 
at 352-445-8547 OR pick 
them up if you prefer at 
the Cooperative at 20804 
W. Pennsylvania Ave., 
from 10- 4 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday.

Friday, Sept. 28

GODScience
Dramatic chemical 

demonstrations are 
displayed in the GOD-
science program that 
will be presented at 

North Oak Baptist 
Church Sept. 28 at 6 
p.m. Stephen Wilson, 
founder and presenter 
of the GODscience 
ministry  received  his 
college education and 
graduated from Tampa 
Tech in 1988 and West-
ern Carolina Univer-
sity in 1994. It was in 
1997 that he founded 
and began the Miracle 
Of Science  an educa-
tional science program 
that has been pre-
sented in 800 plus pub-
lic schools, 350  
churches, Christian 
schools and camps. 
This exciting program 
is open to anyone who 
wishes to see the 
power of God dis-
played. North Oak 
Baptist Church is lo-
cated at the intersec-
tion of North Citrus 
Springs Boulevard and 
North Elkcam Boule-
vard in Citrus Springs. 
Call 352-489-1688 for 
more information.


