
Sholom Park’s Fun at 
the Park: Let’s Get 
Buggy! is from 1 to 4 
p.m., Sunday, Oct. 14.

A ladybug release 
highlights the festivities. 

Sholom Park’s Fun at 
the Park event will have 
all the excitement of live 
music, food trucks, 
games, education and 
great family-friendly 
fun, admission free. 

Guests will be invited 
to help Park staff re-
lease 10s of thousands of 
itsy-bitsy colorful lady-

bugs into the Sholom 
Park environment, 
where the harmless – 
yet mighty – spotted bee-
tles will begin hunting 
for their dinner. 

Ladybugs are one of 
nature’s “beneficial in-
sects” because they love 
eating aphids, spider 
mites, mealy bugs and 
the eggs of some other 
harmful insects. 

Sholom Park’s event 
will feature interactive 
outdoor stations featur-
ing good guy insects and 

animals that help us 
combat the bad-guy crit-
ters in gardens and 
landscapes every day.

Fun at the Park at-
tendees are encouraged 
to bring their lawn 
chairs or blankets. The 
event will be held rain 
or shine. Guests are in-
vited come in a “buggy” 
costume and bring along 
an adventurous spirit. 

No face masks are 
permitted. 

All Park rules apply at 
this event. 

Sholom Park’s Fun at 
the Park events provide 
family-friendly outdoor 
entertainment, live 
music, fun and activi-
ties, featuring special 
themes to make memo-
rable moments for ev-
eryone. 

In February 2017, larg-
er-than-life book charac-
ters, such as Curious 
George, the Berenstain 

Bears and Cat in the 
Hat, visited Park guests 
and encouraged literacy 
for all. 

In February 2018, fam-
ilies took a virtual jour-
ney around the world, 
where they were given 
mini passports and were 
encouraged to visit tents 
and booths where volun-
teers shared informa-
tion about China, 
Australia, Ireland, Great 
Britain and Egypt, open-
ing doors to many cul-
tures and values. 

Sholom Park is lo-
cated at 7110 SW 80th 
Ave.; Ocala, FL 34481. 

For more information, 
email info@sholompark.
org, call 352-873-0848, 
ext. 7650 or visit the 
park on the Internet at 
www.sholompark.org

Sholom Park is owned 
and operated by the 
Horticultural Arts & 
Park Institute, Inc.
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Fairfield Village correspondent Priscilla Barnett took pictures of signs around town. She wonders if the political signs in the top photo 
actually do any good. In the bottom left photo, closing the road seems a bit premature since it has not yet been built. That's a self-in-
flicted conundrum.  In the bottom left photo, the sign laments stupid minds hanging together.

‘Can't touch this’ sting nets 7 child sex offenders
MCSO Press Release

Local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies recently 
assisted the Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office in identifying 
and capturing offenders seek-
ing sex with children online. 

During Operation “Can’t 
Touch This,” each defendant 
made arrangements to have 
sex with a girl or boy in Marion 
County between the ages of 
13-15 years old. In reality, they 
were chatting with undercover 
law enforcement officers, not 
children. Seven men were ar-
rested during the operation, 
after they traveled to a location 

in Ocala to have sex with the 
child they thought they had 
been messaging online. In-
stead, law enforcement was 
waiting to put them in hand-
cuffs.

During the online interac-
tions with the suspects, all of 
them engaged in lewd conver-
sations with the “child” and de-
scribed the sexual acts they 
wished to do with them.

Some of the men sent inap-
propriate pictures to the un-
dercover officers as well. One 
of the suspects, Donald Willing-
ham, brought suspicious items 
to the meeting location, such as 
rope and a sleeping bag. 

Nathan Collins, 23, Anthony 
Michael Guiliani, 41, Nicholas 
Samuel Rogers, 25, and Chris-
topher Molinaro, 20, were ar-
rested.

They received the following 
charges: Soliciting a Child for 
Unlawful Sexual Conduct using 
Computer Services or Devices, 
Traveling to Meet a Minor to 
Commit an Unlawful Sex Act, 
and Unlawful Use of a Two-Way 
Communications Device. 

Geoffrey Johnson, 28, was 
chaged with Soliciting a Child 
for Unlawful Sexual Conduct 
using Computer Services or 
Devices through a Parent, 
Traveling to Meet a Minor to 

Commit an Unlawful Sex Act, 
and Unlawful Use of a Two-Way 
Communications Device.

Charles A. Smith, 34,  was 
charged with Soliciting a Child 
for Unlawful Sexual Conduct 
using Computer Services or 
Devices, Traveling to Meet a 
Minor to Commit an Unlawful 
Sex Act, and Transmission of 
Material Harmful to a Minor.

Donald Ambros Willingham, 
71, was charged with Soliciting 
a Child for Unlawful Sexual 
Conduct using Computer Ser-
vices or Devices through a 
Guardian, Traveling to Meet a 

See CAN'T/Page A12

Ocala Labor Day 
schedule

City of Ocala business 
offices will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 3, in obser-
vance of Labor Day. 
There will be no residen-
tial collection for sanita-
tion, yard waste or 
recycling routes Monday, 
Sept. 3.

Residential sanitation 
collection regularly 
scheduled for Monday, 
Sept. 3, through Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, will experi-
ence a one-day delay and 
will be collected Tues-
day, Sept. 4, through Fri-
day, Sept. 7.

Waste Pro recycling 
collection for city of 
Ocala residents regularly 
scheduled for Monday, 
Sept. 3, through Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, will take 
place Tuesday, Sept. 4, 
through Friday, Sept. 7.

For more information, 
please contact the city of 
Ocala Residential Sani-
tation Department at 352-
351-6697. 

City Waste 
Amnesty Day

The City of Ocala will 
conduct a special waste 
amnesty day Saturday, 
Sept. 15 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the corner of at 
NE 14th Street and NE 
Eighth Avenue.

Special waste consists 
of household hazardous 
waste and electronics. 
Neither of these types of 
waste is permitted to be 
picked up with the regu-
larly scheduled residen-
tial waste collection. 
Special waste from busi-
nesses will not be col-
lected.

Examples of hazardous 
waste items accepted: 

Lawn and garden 
chemicals, paint, paint 
thinners, gasoline and 
antifreeze, cleaning flu-

Minor to Commit an Un-
lawful Sex Act, and Un-
lawful Use of a Two-Way 
Communications Device.

“Wrong-doers are all 
around us, but these in-
dividuals are pure evil,” 
Sheriff Billy

Woods said. “We can-
not and will not set aside 
our relentless efforts of 
pursuing these preda-
tors who prey on our 
precious children. These 
evil-doers are now the 
prey and we are the 
hunters who will bring 
them to justice.”

We express our sincer-
est gratitude to Ocala 
Police Department, Clay 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Gainesville Police De-
partment, Florida De-
partment of Law 
Enforcement, Okaloosa 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Tallahassee Police De-
partment, and the Volu-

sia County Sheriff ’s 
Office. 

Also, the Flagler 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Manatee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Alachua 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Levy County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Chiefland Police 
Department, the U.S. 
Marshals and the state’s 
attorney’s office.

We are grateful to the 
following community 
partners for their sup-
port during the opera-
tion: FiberVision, 
Aaron’s Rental, Mojo’s 
Grill, Marco’s Pizza, Zax-
by’s, Latinos Y Mas, Wise 
Guys Pizza and DeLuca 
Toyota.

CAN'T
Continued from Page A1

ids, fluorescent bulbs, 
including compact fluo-
rescent lamps.

Also, used oil and fil-
ters, batteries (auto bat-
teries, rechargeable 

batteries and others), 
pool chemicals, aerosol 
cans, thermometers and 
thermostats.

Examples of elec-
tronic items accepted 
are battery chargers, 
computers, keyboards 
and monitors, small 
copiers, printers, an-
swering machines and 

fax machines.
Also, CD, DVD, Blu-

ray and MP3 players, 
stereos and televisions, 
cell phones, tablets, 
PDAs, scanners and 
cameras.

For information,  con-
tact the city Residential 
Sanitation Department 
at 352-351-6697.

BRIEFS
Continued from Page A1
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Sholom Park gets ‘buggy’



speech” argument does 
not apply the instant 
someone obtains a secu-
rity clearance. From 
that moment one cannot 
verbally divulge classi-
fied information, write 

articles or books preju-
dicial to classified infor-
mation or methods, 
make business and po-
litical decisions or give 
advice privately to polit-
ical or business leaders 
based on what they 
know from classified in-
formation. Everyone 
with a security clear-
ance already has, to one 

degree or another de-
pending on the level of 
access, forfeited a por-
tion of his or her free-
dom, especially their 
freedom to verbal or 
written communication. 
This is not a big leap. 
When one enters mili-
tary service he or she 
relegates control over a 
vast portion of his or her 

life. They in fact may be 
required to take human 
life or, if necessary, sac-
rifice theirs. The key to 
a lot of that is what in-
telligence is all about.

Finally, no one is enti-
tled to a security clear-
ance. Access to 
classified information is 
not a right. It is, how-
ever, a privilege with 

significant obligations 
and responsibilities at-
tendant to putting ser-
vice above self.

The result of the cur-
rent upheaval over the 
behavior of senior mem-
bers of the intelligence 
(CIA, NSA, DIA, etc.) 
and counter intelligence 
communities (the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investi-

gation) may be 
restructuring the entire 
apparatus so that politi-
cal and personal biases 
are minimized.

 — Dr. Earl Tilford is a 
military historian and 
fellow for the Middle East 
& terrorism with The 
Center for Vision & Val-
ues at Grove City College.
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Ad Call Toll Free
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Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Today’s
New Ads

LIFT CHAIR
RECLINER Best 

Memory foam, Brown, 
exc cond. paid $1200, 

sell $500.
352 419 4467

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 

ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

BENE’S
CAREER

ACADEMY

NOW
ENROLLING

for
MASSAGE
THERAPY

2 CAMPUSES

NEW PORT
RICHEY

� 727-848-8415 �
BROOKSVILLE
� 352-593-2259 �

www.benes.edu

US News and
World  Report

Massage Therapy
#4 Best Health

Support Job in ‘18
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Memory foam, Brown, 
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sell $500.
352 419 4467

LET US WORK

FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION

MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS

GET RESULTS!

German Shepherd 
Pups

UKC registered. 1 black 
& 1 bi-color female; Lg 

boned, classic old
type.

German import working 
line parents; HD x-rayed 
clear, genetically tested. 
FL vet cert. 10 weeks 
old. $800 352-586-3322 

or 727-491-0125

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

AUTO 
SWAP/

CORRAL
CAR SHOW

Sumter
County

Fairgrounds

SUMTER
SWAP
MEETS

SUN. Sept. 2nd
(727) 848-7171

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 

ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

FAMILY FEATURES 

Farm-fresh is what many families 
desire. Straight from the farm to 
your table is one of the best ways 

you can ensure you’re delivering a 
nutritious and delicious meal for family 
or friends. 

Wholesome meals can bring everyone 
together around the dinner table; even 
little ones can enjoy flaky, baked fish, 
a nutritious potato-based side dish and 
a trendy-twist on a farm-fresh beverage 
with these fun, flavorful recipes. 

Find more farm-fresh recipes at 
Culinary.net.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

DELIGHTFULLY BAKED FISH
When it comes to baking fish, flaky and 
fresh can make for a great combination. 
For a classic meal with a seasoned flare, 
try this delicious baked fish with lemon 
pepper seasoning and onions. Find more 
traditional, tasty recipes at USDA.gov. 

Baked Fish
Recipe courtesy of the United States 
Department of Agriculture
Servings: 4

 Nonstick cooking spray
1  pound fish fillets (whitefish, 

  trout or tilapia)
1  onion, sliced

1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4  teaspoon black pepper

2  teaspoons vegetable oil
1/4  teaspoon lemon pepper 

  seasoning (optional) 
Heat oven to 350 F.

Place 12-inch piece of foil on counter. 
Coat foil with nonstick cooking spray. 
Place fillets in middle of foil. If fillets 
have skin, place skin-side down. 

Spread sliced onions, salt, pepper and 
oil on top of fillets. Add lemon pepper 
seasoning, if desired. Fold foil over fish. 

Place foil pouch on baking sheet 
and place in oven. Bake fish 15-20 
minutes until fish reaches a minimum 
internal temperature of 145 F on a food 
thermometer and is flaky when tested  
with fork. 

Divide into four portions and serve. 

Farm-Fresh Festivities
Themed parties can be challenging, especially when you 
want everything to be perfect for your guests. Make your 
party simple and festive with these tips for planning your 
own farm-to-table gathering. 
Mason jars 
A farm-to-table classic, mason jars can be used for drinks 
or even to fill with flowers to make a beautiful, seasonal 
centerpiece for the table. Mason jars are clean, cute and 
easy to wash when the gathering is over. 
Rustic vibe
Adding some rustic decor can help spruce up your table or 
serve as an accessory for your farm-to-table dinner party. 
Also consider adding a bit of fall-flare with decorations 
such as pumpkins, squash and brightly colored leaves. 
Seasonal fare
It’s easy to get inspired with the variety of things you can 
find at your local farmers market. Ingredients like onions 
can be used in this Baked Fish recipe while a batch of 
locally sourced potatoes is the perfect foundation for a 
Fingerling Potato Salad. 

FROM FARM TO GLASS
Many may be surprised to learn that 
milk is one of the original farm-to-
table foods, typically arriving on 
grocery shelves in just two days 
(or 48 hours) from many family-
owned and operated dairy farms. 
For a trendy twist on the farm-fresh 
beverage kids already love, try this 
DIY flavored milk recipe as a tasty 
start to the morning. To learn about 
milk’s journey from farm to glass, 
visit MilkLife.com.

Chocolate Banana Milk
Servings: 1 

8  ounces fat free milk
1/2  large banana

1  teaspoon unsweetened 
  cocoa powder

Place 8 ounces milk, large banana 
and unsweetened cocoa powder 
in a blender and blend until just 
smooth. Enjoy!
Nutritional information per 
serving: 140 calories; 0 g fat; 0 g 
saturated fat; 5 mg cholesterol; 9 g 
protein; 29 g carbohydrates; 2 g fiber; 
105 mg sodium; 306 mg calcium 
(30% of daily value). 

A SENSATIONALLY 
SIMPLE SIDE DISH
When you’re looking for a 
delicious and nutritious side dish 
to complement any meal, look no 
further than this Fingerling Potato 
Salad. Made with nutrient-rich 
Wisconsin Potatoes and topped 
with a lemon dressing, this simple 
potato side packs plenty of flavor. 
Find more potato recipes at 
eatwisconsinpotatoes.com.

Fingerling Potato Salad
Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cook Time: 15 minutes
Servings: 6
 1 1/2  pounds mixed Wisconsin 

  fingerling potatoes
2  large lemons, divided
2  cups water
2  tablespoons coarse kosher 

  salt
3  tablespoons white balsamic 

  vinegar
3  tablespoons extra-virgin 

  olive oil
 1 1/2  teaspoons whole cumin 

  seeds
3/4  teaspoon whole coriander 

  seeds

 pepper, to taste
4  green onions, thinly sliced

1/3  cup chopped fresh dill
 salt, to taste

2  cups baby arugula
In large pot of boiling, salted water, 
cook potatoes until just tender when 
pierced with fork, about 15 minutes. 
Drain and cool slightly.

Slice one lemon into 1/8-inch-thick 
rounds. In small saucepan, combine 
sliced lemon, water and kosher 
salt; bring to boil. Reduce heat and 
simmer until lemon slices are tender, 
about 10 minutes. Drain lemons then 
coarsely chop. 

Cut remaining lemon in half and 
squeeze out 2 tablespoons juice. In 
small bowl, mix chopped lemons, 
lemon juice, white balsamic vinegar 
and oil. Coarsely crush cumin and 
coriander seeds using mortar and 
pestle. Mix seeds into lemon dressing. 
Season, to taste, with pepper.

Cut lukewarm potatoes in half 
lengthwise. Place in large, shallow 
bowl. Mix in green onions and dill. 
Pour lemon dressing over and toss 
to coat. Season, to taste, with salt 
and pepper. Add arugula and toss 
gently. Serve lukewarm or at room 
temperature.

TILFORD
Continued from Page A10

Please call 352-873-4781 
for further information.

Honor Guard: Our 
Honor Guard is avail-
able to provide military 
honors to a fallen vet-
eran. For further infor-
mation contact the Post 
at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
Post 4781, 9401 SW 
110th St. Telephone 352-
873-4781. You can also 
follow us on Facebook - 
Angela Santos Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 
4781.

School Days at Ft. 
King

The City of Ocala Rec-
reation and Parks De-
partment will host 

Marion County Public 
School Days at the Fort 
King National Historic 
Landmark, 3925 E Fort 
King St., Saturdays, 
Sept. 8 and 22 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, 
please contact the city 
of Ocala Recreation and 
Parks Department at 
352-368-5535.

Sunday, Sept. 16

Museum of History 

& Archaeology
MC Museum of His-

tory & Archaeology, P.O. 
Box 4383, Ocala, FL., 
34478 or call 352-236-
5245. 

The museum is lo-
cated at 307 SE 26th Ter, 
Ocala, FL 34471 All pro-
grams third Sunday of 
odd months, at 2 p.m. in 
Green Clover Hall. Re-
ception follows at East 

Hall. All programs ad-
mission free to mem-
bers, $5 to nonmembers. 
Individual and family 
memberships are avail-
able for sale at events. 

The Sept. 16 program 
is the Historic Ocala 
Preservation Society 
presenting "The History 
of Ocala and of HOPS."

Nov. 18, 2018 Brian 
Stoothoff presents the 
History of "The Great 
Fire" and the City Fire 
and EMS services – 
135th Anniversary.

Ocala Jazz Society
The Ocala Jazz Soci-

ety invites you to join 
them Sunday, Sept. 16, 
from 2 - 5 p.m. for their 
monthly performance of 
Swing, Big Band, Dixie-
land, 50s and all your fa-
vorites.

We look forward to 
seeing you at the smoke-
free VFW Post 4781, 

9401 SW 110th Street, 
across from Oak Run. 
The band performs on 
the third Sunday of 
each month. A sug-
gested donation of $5 
for hospice is appreci-
ated. For more informa-
tion, please call 
352-237-0234 or email 
ocalajazzsociety@
yahoo.com.

German American 
Club of Marion 

County
The German Ameri-

can Club of Marion 
County will hold an Ok-
toberfest Sunday, Sept. 
16, at noon at Marion 
Oaks Community Cen-
ter. A bratwurst dinner 
will be served at 1 p.m. 
Please bring your own 
beverage. Music will be 
provided by Alpine Ex-
press. Lederhosen, dirn-
dle or dressy casual 

attire is requested. 
Tickets are $20 per 
member or $25 per non-
member and may be 
purchased by calling 
Mary Wisecup at 352-
789-6499.

Saturday, Sept. 22

Public Lands Day
National Public 

Lands Day at Silver 
Springs State Park at 9 
a.m., Sept. 22, at 5656 
East Silver Springs 
Blvd.

NPLD is the nation's 
largest, single-day vol-
unteer effort on public 
lands. We will spend the 
morning removing air 
potato, taking out inva-
sive plants, planting 
new additions to our 
gardens, painting step-
ping stones, picking up 
trash and performing 
other park projects.

For more information, 

please contact John 
Kilmer by email at john.
kilmer@floridadep.gov 
or call 352-236-7156.

Saturday, Nov. 10

Grace Episcopal 
Grace Episcopal Church 
Women will be holding 
their annual bazaar Sat-
urday, Nov. 10, from 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
church Parish Hall, 510 
SE Broadway Street, 
Ocala, FL. This one day 
event will offer a variety 
of crafts, jewelry, home-
made food items (baked 
goods, soups and more). 
Lunch will be served 
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
All proceeds from this 
event will help support 
local nonprofit missions 
benefiting women and 
children in Ocala. For 
more information 
please contact Elaine at 
352-347-2549.

VFW
Continued from Page A5



by Dr. Earl Tilford

 “The great thing is to get 
the true picture, whatever it 
is.”   —Winston Churchill, 
1940

There would be no 
current storm over secu-
rity clearances if all 
such access ended the 
day people leave gov-
ernment service. In that 
case President Donald 

Trump lifting former 
CIA director John Bren-
nan’s security clearance 
would be a non-issue. 
There are two reasons 
why high-ranking civil-
ian and military officials 
want their clearances 
and both involve access.

The first is access to 
power or perceived 
power. Inside the Belt-
way power is an aphro-
disiac few want to 

discard. Notice the 
number of retired se-
nior flag officers and 
discarded political cro-
nies like John Brennan 
hanging around Wash-
ington.

Retired senior mili-
tary officers join lobby 
groups like the Associa-
tion of the U.S. Army, 
the Air Force Associa-
tion, and Navy League. 
They congregate at the 
Army-Navy Club and 
cozy up to members of 
Congress. Some hope for 
presidential appoint-
ments when their politi-

cal interests coincide 
with prevailing political 
winds. Many are rela-
tively young and feel put 
out to pasture too early. 
Senior military officers 
and presidential ap-
pointees are used to 
being told by sycophan-
tic subordinates their 
thoughts and decisions 
are inerrant. Retired 
generals and admirals 
gravitate to think tank 
meetings held by the 
Council on Foreign Re-
lations and Center for 
Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies where 

they think their war col-
lege graduate degrees 
(and in some cases 
earned doctorates) legit-
imize their credentials 
among Washington’s pol-
icy elites. Security clear-
ances keep them “in the 
loop” in the intellectual 
stratosphere occupied 
by the policy Olympians 
of the swamp.

The second reason 
contains a “Part A” and 
a “Part B” which respec-
tively address political 
or personal self-service. 
There is no reason for 
retaining security clear-
ances for John Brennan, 
James Comey and al-
most everyone else on 
President Trump’s list 
of former civil servants 
be they CIA, FBI, White 
House advisors, or re-
tired flag officers. That 
others have in the past 
is not a reason and only 
perpetuates bad policy. 
Furthermore, using 
one’s clearance for par-
tisan political gain—es-
pecially if it is to 
de-legitimize a duly 
elected administra-
tion—is wrong and a 
blanket abuse of a secu-
rity clearance.

The Part B includes 
retired flag officers and 

former senior govern-
ment civilians who sit 
on boards of directors, 
particularly in defense 
industries. Imagine the 
advantage Lock-
heed-Martin and Gen-
eral Dynamics’ Bath 
Iron Works would have 
if the boards of directors 
knew whether or not the 
latest Russian or Chi-
nese air defense systems 
could detect stealth air-
craft like the F-35 or 
that supposedly unde-
tectable stealth naval 
vessels like the Zumwalt 
Class destroyers were, 
in fact, vulnerable. Cer-
tainly there should be 
an interface between 
government-funded and 
even privately funded 
defense research but it 
should be carefully con-
trolled and not depen-
dent on people hired for 
access. In fact, retired 
high-ranking civilian 
and military personnel 
are useful for their man-
agerial skills but they 
also are in demand for 
their access to informa-
tion.

Public service should 
be considered a special 
and honorable calling. 
The “freedom of 

When I was in 
high school, I 
played on the 

volleyball team. 
During one practice 

session, I forgot to bring 
my sneakers. 

During practice, I 
stepped forward to pro-
tect the player on the 
front line and when he 
jumped, he came down 
on my right foot. The 
consequence was he 
smashed my big toe.

Consequently, my toe-
nail on my right foot 
grew in crooked. It has 
been a painful thing 
ever since.

For years, I took care 
of it, but not too long ago 
I was doing more dam-
age than help and I did 
not know what to do 
about it.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage sug-
gested that I go have a 
pedicure.

Looking at her, I said 
rather sarcastically, “A 
pedicure is for girls.”

“Well, if you go to the 
doctor it will be about 
$300. A pedicure is 
around $25. Now,” she 
continued, “you do the 
math.”

Not far from us was a 
Nail Salon. I went to it 
at least five times before 
I finally went in. It was a 
very humiliating experi-
ence for me. After all, 
I’m not a “girl.”

When I went in, fi-
nally, I noticed they 
were not speaking En-
glish. 

It turned out to be 
some Vietnamese family 

running this nail salon. 
A very nice young lady 

came and said some-
thing to me that I could 
not understand. Then 
she pointed to my shoes 
and said something else 
I could not understand. 
I believe she wanted me 
to take off my shoes and 
socks.

As soon as I took off 
my shoes and socks, she 
pointed to my feet and 
said something and ev-
erybody looked at me 
and started laughing.

She said something in 
English that sounded 
like, “Too long.” Then 
everybody in the salon 
began to chuckle.

I honestly did not 
know what she meant. I 
did not know if my toe-
nails were too long or if 

I waited too long to 
come and get a pedi-
cure.

Then she started the 
process of a pedicure. I 
started feeling like a 
“girl.”

She was rather gra-
cious, and knew exactly 
what she was doing and 
did a wonderful job with 
the pedicure. She cut 
my toenails like they 
have never been cut be-
fore. And, there was no 
blood!

Every once in a while, 
she would say some-
thing in Vietnamese and 
everybody in the salon 
would look at me, then 
laugh. 

It began slowly to 
dawn on me that per-
haps she was making 
fun of my foot. Could it 

be she’s never seen a 
“non-girl foot?”

Then when they were 
laughing at one point, I 
thought of the money in-
volved. By coming to 
this nail salon, I was 
saving $275. It was then 
I began to laugh, and 
laugh very loud.

When I went to the 
checkout to pay for the 
pedicure the manager 
said to me, “Come back 
soon?” 

I just nodded my head 
thinking of the $275 I 
was saving. Going out 
the door, I found myself 
still laughing.

I was reminded of 
what David said. “Then 
was our mouth filled 
with laughter, and our 
tongue with singing: 
then said they among 

the heathen, The Lord 
hath done great things 
for them” (Psalm 126:2).

When I refuse to do 
something because of 
my pride, I discover that 
when I face up to my 
pride and not allow it to 
define me that I can dis-
cover joy.

The Rev. James L. Sny-
der is pastor of the Fam-
ily of God Fellowship, 
1471 Pine Road, Ocala, 
FL 34472. He lives with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage, in Ocala, 
Florida. Call him at 352-
687-4240 or email james-
snyder2@att.net. The 
church website is www.
whatafellowship.com.
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 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U
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S

   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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0T

P
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000U8MM

 $ 49 99
 Expires 08/31/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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0T

JN
E

 00
0U

9P
B

 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 000UBE2

 CLOCK REPAIR

 CLOCK
 DOC
 Makes 

 Housecalls
 Cliff

 352-246-2438
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 BLIND REPAIR

 I LOVE TO FIX BLINDS
 Verticals, honeycombs, solar, etc.

 Manual or motorized.
 I’ll beat anyone’s prices 

 and respond within 24 hours.

 Call 352-432-2212

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 CRC058138
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X
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 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 Starting at Starting at

 * * *

 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 P RIVACY
 S CREEN

 A VAILABLE

 71
11

85

 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION   Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

ADVERTISING

TO
ADVERTISE

Call
854-3986
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All Trips Escorted

352-840-0333
www.LauraKaneTravel.com

Call for our newsletter

#S
T3

67
23

*Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nts hotel, 
two $15 meal vouchers, $55 in freeplay.

Monthly Trips
Beau Rivage

$249 pp/dbl
CALL FOR DATES!

Biloxi Ca$ino Tours

Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

Gratuity for driver & hostess included!

Balcony Cabin for $3,994.00 per person
Includes round trip airfare, one night hotel in Vancouver, 
unlimited premium drink package, $150.00 onboard credit, 
unlimited WiFi, prepaid gratuities. All rates listed are per person 
double occupancy based on availability at time of booking.

Sails from Vancouver to Icy Straight Point 
– Hubbard Glacier – Juneau – Ketchikan 

– Inside Passage – Vancouver 

Mention this 
ad and Save 
$50.00
per person

7 Night   

Alaska Cruise 
July 27 – August 04, 2019 

Includes one pre cruise night in 
Vancouver & 7 night cruise

DAY TRIPS:
09/22 I Love A Piano......................................$99
10/18 Dames at Sea.......................................$97
10/20 Cedar Key Seafood Festival...............$39
11/08 Run For Your Wife...............................$89
11/17 Winter Wondrettes...............................$99

Includes bus to Orlando Airport, roundtrip airfare, 7 
night river cruise, port charges, taxes, shore 
excursions, beer, wine & soda during lunch & 
dinner, WiFi, gratuities for wait staff, tour guides & 
bus drivers. All rates listed are per person double 
occupancy based on availability at time of booking.

Paris & The Heart of Normandy
7 Night Cruise 

June 19-27, 2019

Book by 
8/31 Save 

$900

Rates start at $5,098.00 per person

Includes round trip transfers to cruise port, port charges, 
taxes, tip for drivers, tip for porter upon arrival at pier, 
gratuities onboard and one hour open bar cocktail party.
Rates are per person double occupancy based on availability at 
time of booking. Single rate starts at $898. 

May 09-12, 2019 
3 Nights / Thursday to Sunday

Sails from Port Canaveral to Nassau Bahamas

Mother’s Day Cruise

Harmony
of the Seas
Interior Cabin................................$589
Oceanview Cabin..........................$669
Central Park Balcony Cabin..........$678
Oceanview Balcony Cabin............$699

000UGDS - Page 1 - Composite

Ad#:000UGDS Date:08/29/18 Day:WED Size:3X10.5 Cust:70685 Salesperson:792
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 EXPAND YOUR LIVING AREA!

 Call for Details

 362-5277 362-5277

 It’s Like Adding An Extra Room!

 Rescreen Your Garage Door
 with White or Beige Privacy Screen

 C C
 C C

 CRC 058138

 OR OR OR

 Call 
 Today!

 16’x7’ Sliding Garage Screen Door

 Starting at Starting at
 $ 995 $ 995

 Installation prices 
 may vary.
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 1109 NE Eighth Ave., Ocala, FL  |  www.jewishocala.com
 Facebook 

 Temple Beth Shalom

 Be our guest this year
 for the High Holy Days!

 All Services Are Complimentary

 Contact Julie at 352-207-5385 or thsocalapresident@gmail.com

 September 9  7:30 PM - Erev Rosh Hashanah Oneg to follow

 September 10  9:30 AM - Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Tashlich to Follow

 September 11  9:30 AM - Rosh Hashanah Day 2

 September 18  7:00 PM - Kol Nidre

 September 19  9:30 AM - Yom Kippur
 4:00 PM - Yizkor Break the Fast to Follow

 Join us afterward for break the fast presented by our Sisterhood

Laughter in any other language 
is just not funny

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

———n———

I don’t know Sen. Mc-
Cain, but I knew one sol-
dier who endured as a 
prisoner of war. 

Bill survived. He came 
home and lived a pro-
ductive life. I don’t be-
lieve Bill was ever an 
ex-prisoner of war be-
cause he woke up each 
morning knowing that 
when he went to sleep 
that night, the soldier he 
once was returned to 
that prison camp in 
North Korea.

I strongly disagree 
with President Donald 
Trump who said at the 
Iowa Family Leadership 

Summit when modera-
tor Frank Luntz brought 
up McCain, who spent 
more than five years as a 
prisoner of war in Viet-
nam.

“He’s not a war hero,” 
Trump said. 

Immediately modify-
ing his original remarks, 
Trump said, “He’s a war 
hero ‘cause he was cap-
tured. I like people that 
weren’t captured, OK?”

“Perhaps he’s a war 
hero, but right now he’s 
said some very bad 
things about a lot of peo-
ple,” Trump said.

I don’t know Sen. Mc-
Cain, but he, Bill Nor-
wood and others who 
survived prisoner of war 
camps are real Ameri-
can war heroes.

MOLEHILLS
Continued from Page A8

The president’s adver-
saries may consider this 
unfair, but the institu-
tions Trump targets are 
best-served by not re-
sponding in kind. If the 
president says that the 
press can’t be trusted be-
cause it’s so biased, the 
press should react by 
being less biased rather 
than more. If he says that 
he’s being undone by a 
deep state conspiracy, 
former intelligence 

officials should be more 
restrained rather than 
less.

Brennan either doesn’t 
understand this dynamic 
or doesn’t care. He has 
threatened a lawsuit, and 
Trump has welcomed 
one. The president is 
happy for a war with the 
most unhinged represen-
tative of the intelligence 
community at hand, and 
John O. Brennan is play-
ing his role flawlessly.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

LOWRY
Continued from Page A8

———n———

The unwarranted storm over clearances

See TILFORD/Page A11



The Appleton Mu-
seum of Art, College of 
Central Florida, con-

tinues the monthly In-
spired Speakers Series 
with John Eblan Sun-

day, Sept. 23, at 2 p.m. 
These monthly presen-
tations feature individ-
uals who not only excel 
in their fields, but are 
also an inspiration to 
others. 

Eblan will discuss 
how he became a mod-
el-maker and highlight 

some of his past mod-
el-making projects for 
big-budget Hollywood 
films. Largely self-
taught, he has created 
incredibly detailed 
miniatures for “Pearl 
Harbor,” the “Star 
Wars” movies, “Attack 
of the Clones” and 

“Re-
venge of 
the 
Sith,” as 
well as 
“Indiana 
Jones 
and the 
King-
dom of 
the 
Crystal Skull” and 
“Star Trek.” In addi-
tion, he has built or 
overseen several fan-
tastic model builds for 
a number of high-end 
collectors around the 
world, including Kuhn 
Global.

Founder of the FX 
Company, Eblan is cur-
rently vice president of 
QMx FX Cinema Arts, 
leading the QMx shop. 
Eblan says, “There’s 
no doubt that what we 
do is work. But it’s in a 
really fun environ-
ment. We get to build 
spaceships and cool 

props all day. Every-
body here has the op-
portunity for creative 
input and collabora-
tion.”

Tickets are free for 
Appleton members and 
College of Central 
Florida students; $10 
for nonmembers. Ad-
vance reservation or 
purchase is recom-
mended at Appleton-
Museum.org or by 
calling Griselle Gonza-
lez at 352-291-4455, ext. 
1836.

Owned and operated 
by the College of Cen-
tral Florida, the Apple-
ton Museum of Art is 
located at 4333 E. Sil-
ver Springs Blvd., 
Ocala, east of down-
town on SR 40 (exit 352 
east off I-75 or exit 268 
west off I-95). Parking 
is free. For more infor-
mation, call 352-291-
4455 or visit 
AppletonMuseum.org.

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper 
covering news of communities west of Ocala, including Fore 
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, 
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms, Golden Hills

Problems getting the Messenger? If your community is listed 
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are 
having trouble getting the paper from boxes around the State 
Road 40 and U.S. Highway 27 areas, call 854-3986.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in 
Ocala, Fla. 34477.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986      Fax 352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon FL 34432
Editor - David Davis (352) 854-3986

Circulation - Barbara Jaggers (352) 854-3986
Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea (352) 854-3986

Advertising Sales - Steve Luhrman (352) 854-3986

Manager - John Murphy (352) 563-6363
Deadline for news:

Thursday the week before publication

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader 
ads

2 p.m. Friday

Display Ads
5 p.m. Thursday

I want to get news
in the Messenger

Call Editor David Davis at
352-854-3986 or e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be 
received by Thursday the week before 

publication. All contributions are 
subject to editing for clarity, taste and 

style.

“The Office Wife” is a 
first novel for Stone 
Creek resident Mau-
reen Bel Cher.

Usually, I decide on 
the topic I will be writ-
ing for the week but 
there are times when 
someone will tell me 
about someone I should 
highlight in a story.  For 
this article, I got a call 
from Maureen saying 
she had read a recent 
article and asked about 
me writing an article 
on her new novel.  

I knew Maureen 
when she and her hus-
band Bill were Stone 
Creek ambassadors but 
didn’t put the last night 
with her first until I 
met Maureen and real-
ized I knew her.

Here is Maureen’s 
story about her writing.  
I presented questions 
and Maureen answers.

Q: As a romance 
writer, do you have a 
favorite romance au-
thor?  

A: “Actually, I don’t 
recall any particular 
romance novel that I 
have read, although I’m 
sure I did. Most of my 
life I enjoyed reading 
mysteries or novels 
that were crime based 
or had legal plots. As a 
young girl I read every 
Nancy Drew book I 
could find in our small 
town library and those 
my Mom would pur-
chase for me at the 

local A&P. As an adult 
reader, legal thrillers 
with romance within 
the story line are my go 
to novels. I enjoyed and 
read all of John Grish-
am’s novels and many 
of Michael Connelly’s, 
Patricia Cornwell’s, 
and D. W. Buffa’s.”

Q: What got you inter-
ested in writing?

A: “I guess the an-
swer to that question is 
I liked to express my-
self creatively and writ-
ing has been away for 
me to do that. When I 
was in grade school I 
had a pen pal and of 
course as a teenager I 
keep diary for a while. 
But my writing as adult 
took off both in college 
and the business 
world. In college, I had 

several required 
courses in business 
writing to satisfy my 
English require-
ment. But when select-
ing electives, I would 
enroll in creative writ-
ing courses whenever 
they were available 
and always looked for-
ward to them. Although 
I did a tremendous 
amount of business 
writing throughout my 
career but it was the 
creative writing that I 
enjoyed the most.”

Q: How did you de-
cide on your plot or 
theme?  How long did 
it take for you to finish 
your book once you 
began?

A: “It seems that I 
have always had a story 
line running through 

my head but "The 
Office Wife; Andrea›s 
Story" was one I've held 
onto for many years. 

In many aspects, 
Andrea's story is 
autobiographical. I had 
many of the same 
struggles in the mid 70s 
and early 80s when 
trying to make it as a 
single mom in a man's 
world and particularly 
one heavily dominated 
by men.

I did not want a job, I 
wanted a career. In 
those days, most 
women just had 
jobs. Andrea's 
experiences in part 
mirrored many of mine. 

The total time to 
write the book and 
work through the 
self-publishing piece 
was probably a little 
more than a year and a 
half. I started after my 
husband of 32 years 
passed away. But upon 
his death my passion 
for anything in life di-
minished and I shelved 
the project for a 
while. It was with the 
help of my hospice 
counselor I got back on 
track. We discussed the 
need for passion in 
one’s life. I told her 
that I loved to write 
and had manuscript sit-
ting unfinished on a 
shelf. With her guid-
ance I found my pas-
sion again and wrote 
"The Office Wife."

Q: What was your 
profession before you 
retired?

A: “Almost all of my 
work life I was involved 
at some level in busi-
ness management, 
human resource man-
agement, training and 
customer operations. 

At one time owned a 
home improvement 
and interior design 
business with my late 
husband.”  

Other comments 
from Maureen:

“Regarding writing 
and self-publishing, my 
first book taught me 
that the old adage, 
“You don’t know what 
you don’t know” rings 
loud ant true. I made a 
number of costly mis-
takes in the process 
but in the end based 
on the amount of 
money I had to work 
with I was happy with 
outcome. If I can re-
cover my cost with 
"The Office Wife," I will 
publish again. People 
always ask will you 
write a second book. 
My answer is always 
the same.  

Most likely I will 
write another book, be-
cause I can write for 
free but publishing it, 
well that’s another 
story.

There were a num-
ber of keys to what I 
didn’t know but a 
major one was not re-
alizing that before I 
put pen to paper I 
should have had a mar-
keting plan.  I wish I 
had done that in the 
beginning.  Now I’m 
trying to play catch 
up.”

Maureen is a trans-
plant from Southern 
California, but lived in 
Florida 22 years. She 
spent 17 of them in 
Ocala with last 7 in 
Stone Creek. 

Almost a year ago 
she met her partner 
Wilson Winter and they 
share a villa here in 
Pinebrook and spend 
time at his horse farm 
as well, at the Ocala 
Horse Complex where 
Wilson raises thor-
oughbreds.  Wilson and 
Maureen are on their 
way to a long car vaca-
tion and visiting the fa-
mous Saratoga race 
track in New York.

If you are still look-
ing for your "passion" 
be brave like Maureen 
and do it! You can pur-
chase "The Office Wife" 
on Amazon, or readers 
local to Ocala, may 
contact her at theof-
ficewife888@gmail.
com.
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 Private Car Service

 352-598-4481
 Licensed & Insured For Your Safety

 *Orlando -  MCO
 *Tampa -  TPA

 *Port Canaveral
 * Tampa Cruise Port
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‘The Office Wife’ Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

Appleton Inspired Speaker series features 
Hollywood miniature and model-maker John Eblan

Eblan

ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) With your Arian charm 
quotient at an almost all-
time high this week, plus all 
the facts to back you up, 
you just might win over the 
last doubters to your pro-
posal.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) You might be in line for 
that job change you applied 
for. But be advised that you 
could be called on to defend 
your qualifications against 
supporters of other appli-
cants.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Creating a new ap-
proach to an old idea is one 
way to get beyond that 
workplace impasse. No 
such problems in your per-
sonal life, where things con-
tinue to flow smoothly.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) Be more forthcoming 
about your feelings concern-
ing a proposed change ei-
ther in your workplace or in 
your personal life. Your 
opinions are valuable. Don’t 
keep them hidden.

LEO (July 23 to August 
22) A changing situation in 
your life needs more pa-
tience than you appear to 
be willing to offer. Allowing 
it to develop at its own pace 
is the wisest course you can 
take at this time.

VIRGO (August 23 to 
September 22) With more 
stability in your life -- on 
both personal and profes-
sional levels -- this could be 
a good time to strengthen 
relationships with both 
friends and colleagues.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) People have al-
ways relied on your integrity 
not only to get the job done, 
but to get it done right. So 
don’t be pressured by any-
one into cutting corners to 
save time.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) While others 
might get rattled over unex-
pected changes, your ability 
to adapt calmly and compe-
tently helps you make a 
positive impression during a 
crucial period.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) A 
changing environment might 
be daunting for some, but 
the adventurous Sagittarian 
takes it all in stride. A friend 
from the past could awaken 
some meaningful memories.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) With your 
self-assurance rising to full 
strength, the bold Goat should 
feel confident about opening 
up to new ventures as well as 
new relationships.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Reaching out to 
someone who has been un-
kind to you might not be easy. 
But in the long run it will 
prove to have been the right 
thing to do. A friend offers 
moral support.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Your keen insight 
once again helps you work 
through a seemingly insoluble 
problem in your workplace. 
The weekend offers a good 
chance to develop new rela-
tionships.

BORN THIS WEEK: You 
have a knack for finding de-
tails that others would over-
look. You would make a fine 
research scientist.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Maureen Bel Cher



Sunday, Sept. 2

You are invited:
Come and Worship 

with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m.  You can find 
us at: 9045 SW 60th Ave., 
Ocala. Our worship style 
is full of love, joy and 
faith as we worship God 
in a traditional way. 
Learn more about us 
and even view a sermon 
from our preaching min-
ister David Campbell on 
our website www.
swchristianchurch.com

Christ’s Church
If you are looking for a 

church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  

 As always, we begin 
each Lord’s day with 
Sunday School classes 
for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  
We offer five adult 
classes on a variety of 
topics. A synopsis of 
each class is available 
on our website.

Our Worship Service 
begins at 10:30 a.m. as 
we open with special 
music by our Worship 
Choir.  Our praise time 
includes a blend of fa-
miliar hymns of the 
church as well as con-
temporary praise songs 
with a full praise band. 
Pastor David Bellows 
will present a message 
of inspiration.   

Pastor Ray Westman 
leads a Small Group 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Sept. 5 at 4 p.m.  The 
group meets in our main 
building and takes an in-
depth look at the Sun-
day morning message 
with a video message by 
pastor David Bellows.

Saturday, Sept. 8, our 
Women’s Ministry is 
hosting a special “Wom-
en’s Fellowship Lun-
cheon” with special 
guest speaker Gaye Mar-
tin. All ladies are invited 
to join us at 10 a.m. for a 
special time of fellow-
ship and encourage-
ment, followed by lunch. 
Reservations are re-

quested by contacting 
the church office during 
regular office hours.

 Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is lo-
cated at 6768 SW 80th St.  
off State Road 200. For 
more information on all 
our events or for direc-
tions visit our website at 
www.ccomc.org or con-
tact the church office at 
352-861-6182. 

Thursday, Aug. 30

Bowlers Needed
Good Old Timers 

would like to add bowl-
ers to our (50-plus years) 
Senior Mixed League at 
Galaxy West Lanes, 1818 
SW 17th St., Ocala, 352-
732-0300. The organiza-
tional meeting date is 
noon, Thursday, Aug. 30. 
Bowling begins at noon, 
Thursday, Sept. 6. 
Weekly Dues: $13.00 

Perks: two free prac-
tice games a week; 20 
percent off food and 
beverage; practice 
games at league rates; 
cash pay out at end of 
season; 50/50 drawing 
weekly; fun, friends, so-
cialization and exercise.

For more information, 
contact secretary Jo Ann 
at 352-804-2586

Careers and College
The College of Central 

Florida and Marion 
County Public Schools 
present 2018 Careers 
and Colleges Expo 
Thursday, Aug. 30, from 
5:30-7:30 p.m., at the CF 
Gymnasium, 3001 S.W. 
College Road., Ocala. 
Representatives from 
more than 80 educa-
tional institutions, busi-
nesses, professional and 
government organiza-
tions, and the military 
will be on hand, sharing 
valuable information 
with area high school 
students and their fami-
lies. College-bound stu-
dents, as well as those 
interested in career ex-
ploration, will find valu-
able information at the 
expo. There is no charge 
to attend the event. For 
more information about 
CF, visit www.CF.edu. 

Saturday, September 1

Saturday, Sept. 1

Yoga
Sholom Park Yoga 9 

a.m. For more informa-
tion, call Ingrid, 352-854 
- 7950.

Beerfest
The second annual 

Nature Coast Beerfest is 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 1, at the Crys-
tal River Armory, 8551 
W Venable St Crystal 
River FL 34429. Call 
352-746-9596 for tickets. 
Cost for a general 
ad¬mission ticket is $20 
and $40 for VIP. The gen-
eral admission ticket 
will include unlimited 
beer sampling.

Craft beer enthusiasts 
can purchase a VIP 
ticket for $40 in ad-
vance, which will allow 
them access into the 
event 30-minutes before 
general admission. 
There will be more than 
40 craft beer vendors, 
cigar bar, food, music, si-
lent and live auctions 
benefiting Citrus County 
Blessings at The Crystal 
River Armory. Visit on-
line for more details at 
http://www.citrus953.
com/2018/07/30/6071/.

Monday, Sept. 3

Labor Day Picnic
Free Labor Day Picnic 

from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 3, at the 
American Legion Hall, 
516 NE Sanchez Ave., 
(Tuscawilla Park). Local 
unions and friends of 
labor sponsor the picnic. 
Join us as we celebrate 
working families with 
free food, entertainment 
and fun inside and out-
side of the air-condi-
tioned building. For 
more information, 
please call UAW at 352-
867-0888, Tuesday or 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 4

Rehearsal begins
The Central Florida 

Master Choir is looking 
for new members. Tues-
day evening rehearsals 

for Dec. 9, 14 and 16 con-
certs start Sept. 4 at 
Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church in Ocala. 
Major work will be Puc-
cini's Gloria Mass. Call 
Hal McSwain at 352-615-
7677 to schedule an au-
dition. cfmasterchoir.
com

Saturday, Sept. 8

Events at Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 

4781
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a non-
smoking facility.

Auxiliary Bingo Fund 
Raiser: Thanks to every-
one who participated in 
this event and we sin-
cerely hope you enjoyed 
the day and the camara-
derie. Thanks to all of 
the wonderful volun-
teers who worked and 
made the day flow so 
smoothly. Also, thanks to 
those who brought in 
the beautiful raffle do-
nations. We are ex-

tremely grateful to the 
many businesses for 
their generous dona-
tions and expressions of 
love, support and appre-
ciation for our veterans. 

n Saturday, Sept. 8: 
We will be cleaning up 
the grounds and build-
ing and need volunteers 
to assist with this proj-
ect. Please join us at 8 
a.m. and help with the 
beautification of our 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post.

n Wednesday, Sept. 12 
One-half roasted 
chicken dinner from 4 
p.m. – 6 p.m. for $7.

n Saturday, Sept. 22: 
POW/MIA program at 1 
p.m. with the North 
Marion Young Marines 
participating in this cer-
emony. This is open to 
the public and will be 
held in the hall. Please 
join us for this memorial 
ceremony.

n Saturday, Sept. 22: 
Taco Dinner returns 
from 4p.m. to 6 p.m. for 
$7.

n Monday: Bingo is 
played in the hall. Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and the 
games start at 11 a.m. 
The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Bar bingo is for mem-
bers and guests and be-
gins at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
and Friday lunch is 
served from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

n Second and Fourth 
Friday: Dinners are 
fried Alaskan Pollock 
(A.U.C.E.) or chicken 
with french fries, hush 
puppies and coleslaw. 
Dinner is $8 and served 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Public is invited. 

n Friday and Satur-
day: Enjoy entertain-
ment in the canteen 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

n Saturday: Breakfast 
is served from 8 a.m. to 
10 a.m. and prices range 
from $3.00 - $6.50. 
Breakfast is open to the 
public.

Hall Rental and Ca-
tering.
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 Carpet 
 Cleaning

  $18
 (3 room minimum)
 Dry Cleaning 

 or Steam

 Per 
 Room

 Tile &
 Grout

 Cleaning

 All kinds of Pressure 
 Cleaning Outside of 

 Homes

 Dryer-Vent
 Cleaning 
 Specials

 $50
 “Prevent 
   Fires”

 Pet
 Odors
 Gone!

 Furniture
 Cleaning

 $60
 1 Chair 

 Cleaned FREE

 Sofa
 and 

 Loveseat

 30 Years in Business

 NO ONE BEATS OUR PRICES

 Gutter 
 Cleaning

 Entire 
 House

 $50

 CLEANMASTER
 CALL 352-489-4844

 Owner Does The Work  00
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 THANK YOU
 CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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Happenings

EDITOR'S NOTE: I wrote this before 
Sen. John McCain's death and that is 
why I wrote of him in the present tense.

I want to write about Sen. John 
McCain and how brave he is, but 
I can’t. 

I don’t know the Arizona senator.
I don’t know how Sen. McCain’s 

years as a prisoner of war affected 
him, but I served for a time under a 
captain and commanding officer of 
an oiler who was a former prisoner 
of war. 

My commanding officer was a Navy 
pilot who was shot down over Viet-
nam. He was captured and held as a 
prisoner of war for about four years.

He returned to active duty and 
since he was a pilot, he needed expe-
rience on a large noncombatant be-
fore he could take command of a 
warship. He was a good man and a 
good commanding officer – unless 
something did not go according to 
plan or he was forced to deviate from 
his daily routine. Unfortunately, 
something always went wrong on the 
nearly 40-year-old ship.

I was responsible for maintaining 
the sound powered phone system, 
which is nothing more than an up-
graded version of two tin cans and a 
piece of string. The phones were gen-
erally very reliable, but nothing is 
sailor proof and the phones some-
times broke and when they did, he ei-
ther got frustrated or angry, ripped 
the phone from its socket, threw it 
overboard. He was fine after that and 
returned to his usual congenial self. 
However, someone was always close 
at hand to provide him a new phone.

He was still the commanding offi-
cer when I left the ship. I heard later 
that a lieutenant junior grade made a 
mistake on the bridge. The captain 

blew his stack and threw a cup of hot 
coffee at the young officer. That inci-
dent led to the captain’s retirement.

William (Bill) Norwood, of Cleve-
land, Tennessee, was a prisoner of 
war in Korea. He died earlier this 
year, but I got to know him well. After 
he returned from the war, he married 
Liz. She knew he was an ex-pow but 
married him anyway. Being Bill’s an-
chor was her calling and with her 
support, Bill went on to have a suc-
cessful corporate career. He and Liz 
raised two children without his past 
becoming an issue.

Bill did have his quirks. For exam-
ple, he could not go to church be-
cause he felt claustrophobic. He had 
terrible nightmares that forced Liz to 
sleep in a separate bedroom because 
Bill was afraid he would hurt her. 
When she heard him still fighting 
that long-ago war in those awful 
dreams, she got up out of her bed, 
went to his room and watched over 
him until the fighting ended for one 
more night.

How anyone survived the brutal 
treatment meted out by the North 
Koreans, or in Sen. McCain’s case, 
the North Vietnamese, is a mystery to 
me. It seems they clung to little 
things: an ideal, a memory, a belief. 
Bill, who enlisted when he was 17 
years old, held on to a vision of his 
mother praying.

West Marion Messenger
20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave.

Dunnellon, FL 34432; or e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com Opinion

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the

opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not neces-

sarily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to

the editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 352-854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community

name, including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be
printed; phone numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good
taste. Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed
on a space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per
month. The deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters by e-mail to editor@westmarionmessenger.com.

Your view

McCain: an American hero
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

M artin County, located along 
Florida’s southeast coast, ad-
opted the term “Lost Sum-

mer” in 2013 to describe the disaster 
caused by discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee into coastal communities. 
Posted signs warned against swimming, 
fishing, or otherwise coming in contact 
with the water that was covered in 
“guacamole-thick” algae. The moniker 
was unfortunately applicable again in 
2016 and now again in 2018.

On Florida’s west coast, red tide has 
killed nearly 1,100 manatees over the 
last 23 years, and because blooms now 
occur so frequently, they are no longer 
characterized as “unusual mortality 
events” for these protected marine 
mammals. The organism that causes 
red tide is naturally-occurring. The 
input of human-generated pollution 
into our coastal waters, which causes 
that organism to “bloom” and wreak 
havoc, is far from natural. The same is 
true for the various algae blooms that 
have occurred in the Indian River La-
goon in recent years, resulting in the 
deaths of manatees, dolphins, fish and 
sea birds, and the loss of tens of thou-
sands of acres of vitally-important sea-
grass.

Florida’s waters are in crisis, and we 
need leaders who will protect our natu-
ral environment. Too many of our deci-
sion-makers and residents continue to 
be in denial about our state’s long-run-
ning addiction to growth at any cost and 
the toll it takes on our environment. 
Politicians have won election and 
re-election by campaigning on lower 
taxes and reduced oversight, but they 
have neglected the need to protect and 
invest in our natural environment. Too 
often, voters make decisions without 
having properly researched candidates, 
or they fail to vote at all. Until more cit-
izens engage in their democracy and 
vote with the future in mind, Floridians 
can expect continued Lost Summers 
and lost opportunities to fix our ailing 
waterways.

Dr. Tripp has been Save the Manatee 
Club’s Director of Science and Conserva-
tion since May 2008. She received her 
Ph.D. in Veterinary Medical Sciences 
from the University of Florida, where she 
conducted research on manatee physiol-
ogy.
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How to lose to 
Trump in one 

easy step
J ohn Brennan may not know it, 

but he is acting in a drama 
scripted and produced by Don-

ald J. Trump.
As Eli Lake of Bloomberg percep-

tively observed, President Trump isn’t 
trying to silence Brennan by revoking 
his security clearance, as the former 
CIA director’s defenders insist, but ele-
vate him as a foil. 

Trump couldn’t hope for a better 
poster boy for the so-called deep state 
than a former CIA director who imme-
diately began to sound like a commen-
tator for MSNBC upon leaving 
government — and, indeed, signed up 
as a commentator for MSNBC.

It has been the usual practice of for-
mer top intelligence professionals to 
keep their political opinions, and espe-
cially their wild-eyed rants, to them-
selves. They understand that, having 
been entrusted with some of the most 
sensitive powers of the United States 
government, they should show forbear-
ance and restraint lest they undermine 
the reputations of their institutions. 

Brennan has had no such compunc-
tion. Granted, he’s acted under provo-
cation. Trump has goaded him on 
Twitter and launched extraordinary 
broadsides against the work of U.S. in-
telligence agencies. 

Trump often sounds like the guy pop-
ping off down at the end of the bar, and 
he’s transformed Brennan into the guy 
down at the other end of the bar. 

Advantage: Trump. The president al-
ways benefits from the fact that his 
brand depends on violating norms, 
whereas if his opponents are baited 
into violating norms in return, they di-
minish themselves and their cause.

In a notorious tweet, Brennan ac-
cused the president of “nothing short of 
treason” for his craven performance at 
a joint press conference with Vladimir 
Putin in Helsinki.

This was the first time on record that 
a prominent elected official ever com-
mitted treason -- which usually involves 
giving away the nation’s secrets or com-
promising intelligence assets -- at a 
public event extensively covered by the 
international media.

What did Brennan mean by his 
charge? He apparently doesn’t know. 
Pressed by Rachel Maddow of MSNBC, 
Brennan explained, incoherently, that 
“I said it was nothing short of treason-
ous. I didn’t mean that he committed 
treason.” Oh. Asked point-blank if he 
thinks that the president is serving the 
Russian government, he said that “I 
scratch my head a lot,” not the usual 
standard for alleging that someone 
committed a capital offense. 

Brennan’s conceit has made him the 
ideal target for Trump, since even some 
of the former intelligence officials who 
oppose the revocation of his security 
clearance are uncomfortable with how 
he has conducted himself.

See LOWRY/Page A10

Civic disengagement 
partially to blame for 

red tides, lost 
summers

See MOLEHILLS/Page A10

SAVE THE 
MANATEE
Dr. Katie Tripp

See VFW/Page A11



Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-
coat is live onstage 
Sept. 6 - 30 at Ocala 
Civic Theatre.

The beloved Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical 
celebrates its 50th anni-
versary this year! This 
humorous reimagining 
of the biblical saga of 
Joseph (José Rivera) 
takes him from trials 
and tribulations to tri-
umph. Told by a charis-
matic Narrator (Megan 
Wager), the timeless 
tale begins “way, way 
back many centuries 
ago, not long after the 
Bible began.” 

Old Testament patri-
arch Jacob (J. P. Lee-
mans) is a sheep farmer 

in the land of Canaan. 
This “fine example of a 
family man” has half a 
dozen wives (Brittany 
Beall, Claudia Durrett-
Cook, Ashlyn Gibbs, 
Megan Hilt, Myla 
Minassian, Shelby Ran-
dle) and 12 sons – but 
his favorite son is 
charming young Joseph. 
To make it abundantly 
clear that Joseph is “the 
special one,” Jacob 
gives him a dazzling 
coat of many colors.

Not surprisingly, the 
lavish gift doesn’t go 
over well with Joseph’s 
11 brothers: Reuben 
(James Taylor), Simeon 
(Caleb Velez-Rager), 
Levi (Gregg Bleam), 
Naphtali (Deion How-

ard), Is-
sachar 
(Joshua 
Plante), 
Asher 
(Matthew 
Minas-
sian), 
Dan 
(Guill-
ermo Tor-
res), 
Zebulun 
(Landon 
Williams), Gad (John 
Aleman), Benjamin 
(Robert Gradler), and 
Judah (Cordel Miner). 
The brothers are jeal-
ous of their father’s ob-
vious favoritism and 
sick of hearing about 
Joseph’s dreams, which 
seem to prophesy their 

brother 
rising 
even far-
ther 
above 
them. So 
they sell 
him to a 
traveling 
group of 
Ishmael-
ites, fake 
Joseph’s 
death, 

and tell their father that 
his golden boy was 
killed in a wrestling 
match with a goat.

In Egypt, Joseph is 
sold into slavery to the 
rich and powerful Poti-
phar (Tom Ferreira). 
But after an unfortu-
nate incident with the 
seductively scheming 
Mrs. Potiphar (Shelby 
Randle), Joseph is 
thrown into jail. He is 
unjustly imprisoned 
alongside a butler (Tom 
Ferreira) and a baker 
(Gregg Bleam), whose 
mystifying dreams Jo-
seph correctly inter-
prets. 

When Pharaoh 
(Joshua Plante) himself 
is disturbed by “a run of 
crazy dreams,” his ser-
vant recommends a 
young prisoner with a 
knack for dream-decod-
ing. Talk about using 
your talents wisely: Jo-
seph’s gift makes him 
invaluable to the El-
vis-like ruler of Egypt, 
saves the land from 
famine, and miracu-
lously reunites him 
with his long-lost family. 
It truly is “the story of a 
boy whose dream came 
true.”

Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s catchy pop score 
features a variety of 
musical styles from 
country to calypso, 
disco to rock. Fun and 
family-friendly, it’s an 
amazing Technicolor 
dream of a show!

Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-
coat is directed and 
choreographed by Dan-
iel Haley. Music direc-
tor is Shane Bass. Stage 
manager is Faith Dona-

hue. Set design is by 
Timothy J. Dygert. Cos-
tume design is by Eryn 
Brooks Brewer. Light-
ing design is by Philip 
Lupo. 

There will be 22 pub-
lic performances from 
Sept. 6-30, 2018. Re-
serve your tickets for 
opening night and join 
us Thursday, Sept. 6 at 7 
p.m. for a reception an 
hour before the pre-
miere performance. De-
licious refreshments 
are catered by Honey-
Baked Ham, and beer 
and wine are available 
for purchase. Come cel-
ebrate the excitement 
of opening night!

Tickets go on sale 
Aug. 13 at $27 for adults 
and $13 for full-time 
students (school ID re-
quired for college stu-
dents). Group rates are 
available as well. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, 
call 352-236-2274 or go 
to www.ocalacivicthe-
atre.com.

The Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office intro-
duces a new program 
designed to assist hear-
ing-impaired drivers in-
teract with our 
deputies. Statistics 
show that nearly 3 mil-
lion Floridians have 
some form of hearing 
loss. Realizing the po-
tential for miscommuni-
cation during a traffic 
stop between the deputy 

and the driver, MCSO 
has designed a commu-
nication card to assist 
with this.

MCSO provides the 
hearing-impaired 
driver with a special 
sticker to place on the 
rear of their vehicle 
which alerts the deputy 
to the fact that the 
driver is hearing-im-
paired. A visor card is 
also provided for the 
driver to keep in the car 
with them to present to 
the deputy during a traf-
fic stop. This visor card 
uses pictures and 
phrases that both the 
deputy and the driver 
may point to to better 
communicate. The new 
program will help en-
sure that the driver 
knows the reason for the 
traffic stop and ensure 
the deputy knows how 
best to help the driver. 

Citizens may pick up the 
cards at any one of our 
district offices.

Marion County Sher-
iff, Billy Woods said, “My 
goal is the safety of both 
my deputies and the citi-
zens we serve. I love 
Marion County and, I be-
lieve this is just one 
more way to ensure that 
we provide our citizens 
with the best service 
and quality of life they 
deserve.”

Timberline Farm’s 
ninth annual Corn 
Maze Festival is back. 
This October stop by 
the Farm, where the 

entire family can enjoy 
music, pony rides, face 
painting, food and 
craft vendors and ex-
perience some ole 

country charm. The 
farm is open to the 
public from Oct. 5 to 
Nov. 4. 

Festival days are Fri-
day, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; and Sunday noon 
– 8 p.m. 

Tickets and location 
information is avail-
able on the website 
www.TimberlineFarms.
net or call 352-454- 
4113.

Each year the owner, 
Franco Almeida, dedi-
cates a portion of the 
proceeds to a charity; 
this year Timberline 
Farms has pledged to 
St. Theresa’s Soup 
Kitchen and the Mar-
ion County Juvenile 
Detention Center.

L ast Tues-
day, Aug. 
21, was a very 

busy day at the club-
house when the Red 
Hot Fillies met in the 
afternoon to discuss 
what we would do 
about Red Hat meet-
ings. It was decided 
that we would tempo-
rarily discontinue 
meetings. The group 
has gotten very small 
and everyone who par-
ticipates is involved in 
other activities, such as 
the Ladies Luncheon.

Tuesday evening, we 
were honored to have 
Detective Tanya Rodri-

guez from the Marion 
County Sheriff ’s De-
partment with us. Her 
presentation on 
“scams” was very infor-
mative. She stressed 
the importance of 
being very cautious 
when giving personal 
information to anyone – 
especially when you 
are approached by an 
anonymous phone 
caller. Also, do not an-
swer your door, espe-
cially at night, if you 
are not expecting any-
one. Always report any 
suspicious activity to 
the sheriff ’s office. If 
you see any unusual ac-

tivity, please report it 
by calling 911 or 732-
9111.

The next event Tues-
day evening was the 
Bingo meeting. No one 
volunteered to be in 
charge of Bingo, so 
therefore – the game 
will not be played at 
the clubhouse until fur-
ther notice.

The Interfaith collec-
tion box in the club-
house is empty! We are 
a very caring and giv-
ing community, so 
please donate non-per-
ishable food items, 
soap, shampoo, tooth-
paste, etc. to this proj-
ect. Mary Zdarsky 
delivers the items to In-
terfaith every Tuesday.

The Social committee 
is busy making plans 

for the next several 
months. The next plan-
ning meeting will be 
Tuesday, Sept. 4, at 2 
p.m. The meeting is at 
the clubhouse. If you 
would like to assist 
with this group, please 
come to this meeting. 
The next party will be 
the Tropical Party on 
Sept. 21. Tickets, for a 
$6 donation, are avail-
able from Grace Magu-
ire and Judi Hargraves.

The “First Friday” 
gathering will be on 
Sept. 7. Poppi, R Music 
for You, will not be with 
us this month, but Joan 
Christopher will pro-
vide CD music for your 
dancing/listening en-
joyment.

Monday is Labor 
Day, the last major holi-

day of summer. In 1882, 
Matthew Maguire, a ma-
chinist, first proposed 
the holiday while serv-
ing as secretary of the 
CLU (Central Labor 
Union) of New York. 
Others argue that it was 
first proposed by Peter 
J. McGuire of the Amer-
ican Federation of 
Labor in May 1882, after 
witnessing the annual 
labor festival held in 
Toronto, Canada. Ore-
gon was the first state to 
make it a holiday in 
1887. By the time it be-
came a federal holiday 
in 1894, 30 states offi-
cially celebrated Labor 
Day. All U.S. states, the 
District of Columbia, 
and the territories have 
made it a statutory holi-
day.
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
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 SUNDAY: BEST BREAKFAST  &  LUNCH IN TOWN
 DOWN HOME COUNTRY BREAKFAST –  Served 6am-4pm  Mon.-Sat., 7am-3pm Sun.

                                                               FROM  3  EGG   SPECIALTY   OMELETTES   TO   DELICIOUS   PANCAKES   AND   BELGIAN   WAFFLES

 YOU TRIED THE REST, NOW TRY THE BEST!

 Former Owners of 
 Spiced Apple in Fort Lauderdale

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
 Mon. thru Thurs. 6am-8pm 

 Fri. thru Sat. 6am - 9pm • Sun. 7am-3pm

 7947 West Hwy. 40   237-1250
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 SOUTHERN STYLE 
 COOKING

 C OME   CHECK   OUT   OUR   OTHER   DAILY   SPECIALS !

 — COUPON —

 $ 26 95

 SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB FOR TWO
 Salad or soup; 2 veggies each and corn bread
 Served everyday & nite 11am-close
 English cut only. Can not be used with other coupons

 Sunset Special
 FRI & SAT  ONLY

 10% OFF
 EXCLUDES AYCE

 4PM-9PM - CANNOT BE 
 COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 

 COUPON. EXPIRES 9/16/18

 Famous Blue 
 Plate Specials

 Sunrise Special
 MOM - FRI   ONLY

 15% OFF
 CAN NOT BE USED WITH 

 EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
 6AM-10AM - CANNOT BE 

 COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
 COUPON. EXPIRES 9/16/18

 Sunrise 
 Special

 10% OFF
 3PM-8PM - CANNOT BE 

 COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
 COUPON. EXPIRES 9/16/18

 MON - THURS  ONLY

 WED. 8/29  -  S icilian Trio Combo
 THURS. 8/30 -  S outhern Style 

 Fried Chicken
 LUNCH

 1 SIDE, SOUP OR SALAD
 $ 8 95

 DINNER
 2 SIDES, SOUP 

 OR SALAD

 $ 9 95

 000U8UI

QM needs a bingo leader  Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

Marion County Sheriff's 
detective Tanya Rodri-
guez speaks on scams at 
Quail Meadow. 

Timberline Farm’s Annual 
Corn Maze Festival is set

MCSO implements impaired 
hearing driver program

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

Never get into a 
wrestling match 
with a pig. You 
both get dirty, 

and the pig likes 
it.

 — JOHN MCCAIN

———n———

H ow Sweet the Married Life of Ocala Palms 
couples continues ....

As a continuation of the celebration of 
longtime marriages, the couples this week recalled 
their vows of over 50 plus years ago. What an accom-
plishment and an example to everyone. While so 

many marriages do not last as long it’s not how they 
begin when vows are said, but sadly circumstances 
beyond one’s control sometimes can’t be helped. 

To all the couples who have truly reached mile-
stones, and in fact to all couples celebrating anni-
versaries this year, it is a pleasure to meet so many 

who have reached the 50-plus “Golden Years.” Con-
gratulations to all.

Ocala Palms couples 
celebrate marriage

Gregg and Sandi Gates, 50 yearsJerry and Jackie Cason, 60 years

In the photo to the right,
Leo and Diane Sorenson, 50 years

Katie and Brian Browne, 50 years Marty and Chip Hurst, 55 years

 Ron and Bette Stewart, 50 years  Sharron and Lee Albert, 56 years

Bob and Judy Duby, 50 years Harry and Toni Lee, 56 years

‘Therefore shall a man leave his fa-
ther and mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh.’

— Genesis 2:24

Ocala Palms
Barbara Dedics



Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-
coat is live onstage 
Sept. 6 - 30 at Ocala 
Civic Theatre.

The beloved Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical 
celebrates its 50th anni-
versary this year! This 
humorous reimagining 
of the biblical saga of 
Joseph (José Rivera) 
takes him from trials 
and tribulations to tri-
umph. Told by a charis-
matic Narrator (Megan 
Wager), the timeless 
tale begins “way, way 
back many centuries 
ago, not long after the 
Bible began.” 

Old Testament patri-
arch Jacob (J. P. Lee-
mans) is a sheep farmer 

in the land of Canaan. 
This “fine example of a 
family man” has half a 
dozen wives (Brittany 
Beall, Claudia Durrett-
Cook, Ashlyn Gibbs, 
Megan Hilt, Myla 
Minassian, Shelby Ran-
dle) and 12 sons – but 
his favorite son is 
charming young Joseph. 
To make it abundantly 
clear that Joseph is “the 
special one,” Jacob 
gives him a dazzling 
coat of many colors.

Not surprisingly, the 
lavish gift doesn’t go 
over well with Joseph’s 
11 brothers: Reuben 
(James Taylor), Simeon 
(Caleb Velez-Rager), 
Levi (Gregg Bleam), 
Naphtali (Deion How-

ard), Is-
sachar 
(Joshua 
Plante), 
Asher 
(Matthew 
Minas-
sian), 
Dan 
(Guill-
ermo Tor-
res), 
Zebulun 
(Landon 
Williams), Gad (John 
Aleman), Benjamin 
(Robert Gradler), and 
Judah (Cordel Miner). 
The brothers are jeal-
ous of their father’s ob-
vious favoritism and 
sick of hearing about 
Joseph’s dreams, which 
seem to prophesy their 

brother 
rising 
even far-
ther 
above 
them. So 
they sell 
him to a 
traveling 
group of 
Ishmael-
ites, fake 
Joseph’s 
death, 

and tell their father that 
his golden boy was 
killed in a wrestling 
match with a goat.

In Egypt, Joseph is 
sold into slavery to the 
rich and powerful Poti-
phar (Tom Ferreira). 
But after an unfortu-
nate incident with the 
seductively scheming 
Mrs. Potiphar (Shelby 
Randle), Joseph is 
thrown into jail. He is 
unjustly imprisoned 
alongside a butler (Tom 
Ferreira) and a baker 
(Gregg Bleam), whose 
mystifying dreams Jo-
seph correctly inter-
prets. 

When Pharaoh 
(Joshua Plante) himself 
is disturbed by “a run of 
crazy dreams,” his ser-
vant recommends a 
young prisoner with a 
knack for dream-decod-
ing. Talk about using 
your talents wisely: Jo-
seph’s gift makes him 
invaluable to the El-
vis-like ruler of Egypt, 
saves the land from 
famine, and miracu-
lously reunites him 
with his long-lost family. 
It truly is “the story of a 
boy whose dream came 
true.”

Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s catchy pop score 
features a variety of 
musical styles from 
country to calypso, 
disco to rock. Fun and 
family-friendly, it’s an 
amazing Technicolor 
dream of a show!

Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-
coat is directed and 
choreographed by Dan-
iel Haley. Music direc-
tor is Shane Bass. Stage 
manager is Faith Dona-

hue. Set design is by 
Timothy J. Dygert. Cos-
tume design is by Eryn 
Brooks Brewer. Light-
ing design is by Philip 
Lupo. 

There will be 22 pub-
lic performances from 
Sept. 6-30, 2018. Re-
serve your tickets for 
opening night and join 
us Thursday, Sept. 6 at 7 
p.m. for a reception an 
hour before the pre-
miere performance. De-
licious refreshments 
are catered by Honey-
Baked Ham, and beer 
and wine are available 
for purchase. Come cel-
ebrate the excitement 
of opening night!

Tickets go on sale 
Aug. 13 at $27 for adults 
and $13 for full-time 
students (school ID re-
quired for college stu-
dents). Group rates are 
available as well. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, 
call 352-236-2274 or go 
to www.ocalacivicthe-
atre.com.

The Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office intro-
duces a new program 
designed to assist hear-
ing-impaired drivers in-
teract with our 
deputies. Statistics 
show that nearly 3 mil-
lion Floridians have 
some form of hearing 
loss. Realizing the po-
tential for miscommuni-
cation during a traffic 
stop between the deputy 

and the driver, MCSO 
has designed a commu-
nication card to assist 
with this.

MCSO provides the 
hearing-impaired 
driver with a special 
sticker to place on the 
rear of their vehicle 
which alerts the deputy 
to the fact that the 
driver is hearing-im-
paired. A visor card is 
also provided for the 
driver to keep in the car 
with them to present to 
the deputy during a traf-
fic stop. This visor card 
uses pictures and 
phrases that both the 
deputy and the driver 
may point to to better 
communicate. The new 
program will help en-
sure that the driver 
knows the reason for the 
traffic stop and ensure 
the deputy knows how 
best to help the driver. 

Citizens may pick up the 
cards at any one of our 
district offices.

Marion County Sher-
iff, Billy Woods said, “My 
goal is the safety of both 
my deputies and the citi-
zens we serve. I love 
Marion County and, I be-
lieve this is just one 
more way to ensure that 
we provide our citizens 
with the best service 
and quality of life they 
deserve.”

Timberline Farm’s 
ninth annual Corn 
Maze Festival is back. 
This October stop by 
the Farm, where the 

entire family can enjoy 
music, pony rides, face 
painting, food and 
craft vendors and ex-
perience some ole 

country charm. The 
farm is open to the 
public from Oct. 5 to 
Nov. 4. 

Festival days are Fri-
day, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; and Sunday noon 
– 8 p.m. 

Tickets and location 
information is avail-
able on the website 
www.TimberlineFarms.
net or call 352-454- 
4113.

Each year the owner, 
Franco Almeida, dedi-
cates a portion of the 
proceeds to a charity; 
this year Timberline 
Farms has pledged to 
St. Theresa’s Soup 
Kitchen and the Mar-
ion County Juvenile 
Detention Center.

L ast Tues-
day, Aug. 
21, was a very 

busy day at the club-
house when the Red 
Hot Fillies met in the 
afternoon to discuss 
what we would do 
about Red Hat meet-
ings. It was decided 
that we would tempo-
rarily discontinue 
meetings. The group 
has gotten very small 
and everyone who par-
ticipates is involved in 
other activities, such as 
the Ladies Luncheon.

Tuesday evening, we 
were honored to have 
Detective Tanya Rodri-

guez from the Marion 
County Sheriff ’s De-
partment with us. Her 
presentation on 
“scams” was very infor-
mative. She stressed 
the importance of 
being very cautious 
when giving personal 
information to anyone – 
especially when you 
are approached by an 
anonymous phone 
caller. Also, do not an-
swer your door, espe-
cially at night, if you 
are not expecting any-
one. Always report any 
suspicious activity to 
the sheriff ’s office. If 
you see any unusual ac-

tivity, please report it 
by calling 911 or 732-
9111.

The next event Tues-
day evening was the 
Bingo meeting. No one 
volunteered to be in 
charge of Bingo, so 
therefore – the game 
will not be played at 
the clubhouse until fur-
ther notice.

The Interfaith collec-
tion box in the club-
house is empty! We are 
a very caring and giv-
ing community, so 
please donate non-per-
ishable food items, 
soap, shampoo, tooth-
paste, etc. to this proj-
ect. Mary Zdarsky 
delivers the items to In-
terfaith every Tuesday.

The Social committee 
is busy making plans 

for the next several 
months. The next plan-
ning meeting will be 
Tuesday, Sept. 4, at 2 
p.m. The meeting is at 
the clubhouse. If you 
would like to assist 
with this group, please 
come to this meeting. 
The next party will be 
the Tropical Party on 
Sept. 21. Tickets, for a 
$6 donation, are avail-
able from Grace Magu-
ire and Judi Hargraves.

The “First Friday” 
gathering will be on 
Sept. 7. Poppi, R Music 
for You, will not be with 
us this month, but Joan 
Christopher will pro-
vide CD music for your 
dancing/listening en-
joyment.

Monday is Labor 
Day, the last major holi-

day of summer. In 1882, 
Matthew Maguire, a ma-
chinist, first proposed 
the holiday while serv-
ing as secretary of the 
CLU (Central Labor 
Union) of New York. 
Others argue that it was 
first proposed by Peter 
J. McGuire of the Amer-
ican Federation of 
Labor in May 1882, after 
witnessing the annual 
labor festival held in 
Toronto, Canada. Ore-
gon was the first state to 
make it a holiday in 
1887. By the time it be-
came a federal holiday 
in 1894, 30 states offi-
cially celebrated Labor 
Day. All U.S. states, the 
District of Columbia, 
and the territories have 
made it a statutory holi-
day.
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.
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 SUNDAY: BEST BREAKFAST  &  LUNCH IN TOWN
 DOWN HOME COUNTRY BREAKFAST –  Served 6am-4pm  Mon.-Sat., 7am-3pm Sun.

                                                               FROM  3  EGG   SPECIALTY   OMELETTES   TO   DELICIOUS   PANCAKES   AND   BELGIAN   WAFFLES

 YOU TRIED THE REST, NOW TRY THE BEST!

 Former Owners of 
 Spiced Apple in Fort Lauderdale

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
 Mon. thru Thurs. 6am-8pm 

 Fri. thru Sat. 6am - 9pm • Sun. 7am-3pm

 7947 West Hwy. 40   237-1250
 Catering Available

 N.W. 80th Ave.

 N.W. 60th Ave.
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 SOUTHERN STYLE 
 COOKING

 C OME   CHECK   OUT   OUR   OTHER   DAILY   SPECIALS !

 — COUPON —

 $ 26 95

 SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB FOR TWO
 Salad or soup; 2 veggies each and corn bread
 Served everyday & nite 11am-close
 English cut only. Can not be used with other coupons

 Sunset Special
 FRI & SAT  ONLY

 10% OFF
 EXCLUDES AYCE

 4PM-9PM - CANNOT BE 
 COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 

 COUPON. EXPIRES 9/16/18

 Famous Blue 
 Plate Specials

 Sunrise Special
 MOM - FRI   ONLY

 15% OFF
 CAN NOT BE USED WITH 

 EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
 6AM-10AM - CANNOT BE 

 COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
 COUPON. EXPIRES 9/16/18

 Sunrise 
 Special

 10% OFF
 3PM-8PM - CANNOT BE 

 COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER 
 COUPON. EXPIRES 9/16/18

 MON - THURS  ONLY

 WED. 8/29  -  S icilian Trio Combo
 THURS. 8/30 -  S outhern Style 

 Fried Chicken
 LUNCH

 1 SIDE, SOUP OR SALAD
 $ 8 95

 DINNER
 2 SIDES, SOUP 

 OR SALAD

 $ 9 95

 000U8UI

QM needs a bingo leader  Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

Marion County Sheriff's 
detective Tanya Rodri-
guez speaks on scams at 
Quail Meadow. 

Timberline Farm’s Annual 
Corn Maze Festival is set

MCSO implements impaired 
hearing driver program

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

Never get into a 
wrestling match 
with a pig. You 
both get dirty, 

and the pig likes 
it.

 — JOHN MCCAIN

———n———

H ow Sweet the Married Life of Ocala Palms 
couples continues ....

As a continuation of the celebration of 
longtime marriages, the couples this week recalled 
their vows of over 50 plus years ago. What an accom-
plishment and an example to everyone. While so 

many marriages do not last as long it’s not how they 
begin when vows are said, but sadly circumstances 
beyond one’s control sometimes can’t be helped. 

To all the couples who have truly reached mile-
stones, and in fact to all couples celebrating anni-
versaries this year, it is a pleasure to meet so many 

who have reached the 50-plus “Golden Years.” Con-
gratulations to all.

Ocala Palms couples 
celebrate marriage

Gregg and Sandi Gates, 50 yearsJerry and Jackie Cason, 60 years

In the photo to the right,
Leo and Diane Sorenson, 50 years

Katie and Brian Browne, 50 years Marty and Chip Hurst, 55 years

 Ron and Bette Stewart, 50 years  Sharron and Lee Albert, 56 years

Bob and Judy Duby, 50 years Harry and Toni Lee, 56 years

‘Therefore shall a man leave his fa-
ther and mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh.’

— Genesis 2:24

Ocala Palms
Barbara Dedics



Sunday, Sept. 2

You are invited:
Come and Worship 

with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m.  You can find 
us at: 9045 SW 60th Ave., 
Ocala. Our worship style 
is full of love, joy and 
faith as we worship God 
in a traditional way. 
Learn more about us 
and even view a sermon 
from our preaching min-
ister David Campbell on 
our website www.
swchristianchurch.com

Christ’s Church
If you are looking for a 

church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  

 As always, we begin 
each Lord’s day with 
Sunday School classes 
for all ages at 9:30 a.m.  
We offer five adult 
classes on a variety of 
topics. A synopsis of 
each class is available 
on our website.

Our Worship Service 
begins at 10:30 a.m. as 
we open with special 
music by our Worship 
Choir.  Our praise time 
includes a blend of fa-
miliar hymns of the 
church as well as con-
temporary praise songs 
with a full praise band. 
Pastor David Bellows 
will present a message 
of inspiration.   

Pastor Ray Westman 
leads a Small Group 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Sept. 5 at 4 p.m.  The 
group meets in our main 
building and takes an in-
depth look at the Sun-
day morning message 
with a video message by 
pastor David Bellows.

Saturday, Sept. 8, our 
Women’s Ministry is 
hosting a special “Wom-
en’s Fellowship Lun-
cheon” with special 
guest speaker Gaye Mar-
tin. All ladies are invited 
to join us at 10 a.m. for a 
special time of fellow-
ship and encourage-
ment, followed by lunch. 
Reservations are re-

quested by contacting 
the church office during 
regular office hours.

 Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is lo-
cated at 6768 SW 80th St.  
off State Road 200. For 
more information on all 
our events or for direc-
tions visit our website at 
www.ccomc.org or con-
tact the church office at 
352-861-6182. 

Thursday, Aug. 30

Bowlers Needed
Good Old Timers 

would like to add bowl-
ers to our (50-plus years) 
Senior Mixed League at 
Galaxy West Lanes, 1818 
SW 17th St., Ocala, 352-
732-0300. The organiza-
tional meeting date is 
noon, Thursday, Aug. 30. 
Bowling begins at noon, 
Thursday, Sept. 6. 
Weekly Dues: $13.00 

Perks: two free prac-
tice games a week; 20 
percent off food and 
beverage; practice 
games at league rates; 
cash pay out at end of 
season; 50/50 drawing 
weekly; fun, friends, so-
cialization and exercise.

For more information, 
contact secretary Jo Ann 
at 352-804-2586

Careers and College
The College of Central 

Florida and Marion 
County Public Schools 
present 2018 Careers 
and Colleges Expo 
Thursday, Aug. 30, from 
5:30-7:30 p.m., at the CF 
Gymnasium, 3001 S.W. 
College Road., Ocala. 
Representatives from 
more than 80 educa-
tional institutions, busi-
nesses, professional and 
government organiza-
tions, and the military 
will be on hand, sharing 
valuable information 
with area high school 
students and their fami-
lies. College-bound stu-
dents, as well as those 
interested in career ex-
ploration, will find valu-
able information at the 
expo. There is no charge 
to attend the event. For 
more information about 
CF, visit www.CF.edu. 

Saturday, September 1

Saturday, Sept. 1

Yoga
Sholom Park Yoga 9 

a.m. For more informa-
tion, call Ingrid, 352-854 
- 7950.

Beerfest
The second annual 

Nature Coast Beerfest is 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 1, at the Crys-
tal River Armory, 8551 
W Venable St Crystal 
River FL 34429. Call 
352-746-9596 for tickets. 
Cost for a general 
ad¬mission ticket is $20 
and $40 for VIP. The gen-
eral admission ticket 
will include unlimited 
beer sampling.

Craft beer enthusiasts 
can purchase a VIP 
ticket for $40 in ad-
vance, which will allow 
them access into the 
event 30-minutes before 
general admission. 
There will be more than 
40 craft beer vendors, 
cigar bar, food, music, si-
lent and live auctions 
benefiting Citrus County 
Blessings at The Crystal 
River Armory. Visit on-
line for more details at 
http://www.citrus953.
com/2018/07/30/6071/.

Monday, Sept. 3

Labor Day Picnic
Free Labor Day Picnic 

from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 3, at the 
American Legion Hall, 
516 NE Sanchez Ave., 
(Tuscawilla Park). Local 
unions and friends of 
labor sponsor the picnic. 
Join us as we celebrate 
working families with 
free food, entertainment 
and fun inside and out-
side of the air-condi-
tioned building. For 
more information, 
please call UAW at 352-
867-0888, Tuesday or 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 4

Rehearsal begins
The Central Florida 

Master Choir is looking 
for new members. Tues-
day evening rehearsals 

for Dec. 9, 14 and 16 con-
certs start Sept. 4 at 
Countryside Presbyte-
rian Church in Ocala. 
Major work will be Puc-
cini's Gloria Mass. Call 
Hal McSwain at 352-615-
7677 to schedule an au-
dition. cfmasterchoir.
com

Saturday, Sept. 8

Events at Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 

4781
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a non-
smoking facility.

Auxiliary Bingo Fund 
Raiser: Thanks to every-
one who participated in 
this event and we sin-
cerely hope you enjoyed 
the day and the camara-
derie. Thanks to all of 
the wonderful volun-
teers who worked and 
made the day flow so 
smoothly. Also, thanks to 
those who brought in 
the beautiful raffle do-
nations. We are ex-

tremely grateful to the 
many businesses for 
their generous dona-
tions and expressions of 
love, support and appre-
ciation for our veterans. 

n Saturday, Sept. 8: 
We will be cleaning up 
the grounds and build-
ing and need volunteers 
to assist with this proj-
ect. Please join us at 8 
a.m. and help with the 
beautification of our 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post.

n Wednesday, Sept. 12 
One-half roasted 
chicken dinner from 4 
p.m. – 6 p.m. for $7.

n Saturday, Sept. 22: 
POW/MIA program at 1 
p.m. with the North 
Marion Young Marines 
participating in this cer-
emony. This is open to 
the public and will be 
held in the hall. Please 
join us for this memorial 
ceremony.

n Saturday, Sept. 22: 
Taco Dinner returns 
from 4p.m. to 6 p.m. for 
$7.

n Monday: Bingo is 
played in the hall. Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and the 
games start at 11 a.m. 
The kitchen is open 
from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Bar bingo is for mem-
bers and guests and be-
gins at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
and Friday lunch is 
served from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

n Second and Fourth 
Friday: Dinners are 
fried Alaskan Pollock 
(A.U.C.E.) or chicken 
with french fries, hush 
puppies and coleslaw. 
Dinner is $8 and served 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Public is invited. 

n Friday and Satur-
day: Enjoy entertain-
ment in the canteen 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

n Saturday: Breakfast 
is served from 8 a.m. to 
10 a.m. and prices range 
from $3.00 - $6.50. 
Breakfast is open to the 
public.

Hall Rental and Ca-
tering.
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 Carpet 
 Cleaning

  $18
 (3 room minimum)
 Dry Cleaning 

 or Steam

 Per 
 Room

 Tile &
 Grout

 Cleaning

 All kinds of Pressure 
 Cleaning Outside of 

 Homes

 Dryer-Vent
 Cleaning 
 Specials

 $50
 “Prevent 
   Fires”

 Pet
 Odors
 Gone!

 Furniture
 Cleaning

 $60
 1 Chair 

 Cleaned FREE

 Sofa
 and 

 Loveseat

 30 Years in Business

 NO ONE BEATS OUR PRICES

 Gutter 
 Cleaning

 Entire 
 House

 $50

 CLEANMASTER
 CALL 352-489-4844
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 THANK YOU
 CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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Happenings

EDITOR'S NOTE: I wrote this before 
Sen. John McCain's death and that is 
why I wrote of him in the present tense.

I want to write about Sen. John 
McCain and how brave he is, but 
I can’t. 

I don’t know the Arizona senator.
I don’t know how Sen. McCain’s 

years as a prisoner of war affected 
him, but I served for a time under a 
captain and commanding officer of 
an oiler who was a former prisoner 
of war. 

My commanding officer was a Navy 
pilot who was shot down over Viet-
nam. He was captured and held as a 
prisoner of war for about four years.

He returned to active duty and 
since he was a pilot, he needed expe-
rience on a large noncombatant be-
fore he could take command of a 
warship. He was a good man and a 
good commanding officer – unless 
something did not go according to 
plan or he was forced to deviate from 
his daily routine. Unfortunately, 
something always went wrong on the 
nearly 40-year-old ship.

I was responsible for maintaining 
the sound powered phone system, 
which is nothing more than an up-
graded version of two tin cans and a 
piece of string. The phones were gen-
erally very reliable, but nothing is 
sailor proof and the phones some-
times broke and when they did, he ei-
ther got frustrated or angry, ripped 
the phone from its socket, threw it 
overboard. He was fine after that and 
returned to his usual congenial self. 
However, someone was always close 
at hand to provide him a new phone.

He was still the commanding offi-
cer when I left the ship. I heard later 
that a lieutenant junior grade made a 
mistake on the bridge. The captain 

blew his stack and threw a cup of hot 
coffee at the young officer. That inci-
dent led to the captain’s retirement.

William (Bill) Norwood, of Cleve-
land, Tennessee, was a prisoner of 
war in Korea. He died earlier this 
year, but I got to know him well. After 
he returned from the war, he married 
Liz. She knew he was an ex-pow but 
married him anyway. Being Bill’s an-
chor was her calling and with her 
support, Bill went on to have a suc-
cessful corporate career. He and Liz 
raised two children without his past 
becoming an issue.

Bill did have his quirks. For exam-
ple, he could not go to church be-
cause he felt claustrophobic. He had 
terrible nightmares that forced Liz to 
sleep in a separate bedroom because 
Bill was afraid he would hurt her. 
When she heard him still fighting 
that long-ago war in those awful 
dreams, she got up out of her bed, 
went to his room and watched over 
him until the fighting ended for one 
more night.

How anyone survived the brutal 
treatment meted out by the North 
Koreans, or in Sen. McCain’s case, 
the North Vietnamese, is a mystery to 
me. It seems they clung to little 
things: an ideal, a memory, a belief. 
Bill, who enlisted when he was 17 
years old, held on to a vision of his 
mother praying.
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Your view

McCain: an American hero
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

M artin County, located along 
Florida’s southeast coast, ad-
opted the term “Lost Sum-

mer” in 2013 to describe the disaster 
caused by discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee into coastal communities. 
Posted signs warned against swimming, 
fishing, or otherwise coming in contact 
with the water that was covered in 
“guacamole-thick” algae. The moniker 
was unfortunately applicable again in 
2016 and now again in 2018.

On Florida’s west coast, red tide has 
killed nearly 1,100 manatees over the 
last 23 years, and because blooms now 
occur so frequently, they are no longer 
characterized as “unusual mortality 
events” for these protected marine 
mammals. The organism that causes 
red tide is naturally-occurring. The 
input of human-generated pollution 
into our coastal waters, which causes 
that organism to “bloom” and wreak 
havoc, is far from natural. The same is 
true for the various algae blooms that 
have occurred in the Indian River La-
goon in recent years, resulting in the 
deaths of manatees, dolphins, fish and 
sea birds, and the loss of tens of thou-
sands of acres of vitally-important sea-
grass.

Florida’s waters are in crisis, and we 
need leaders who will protect our natu-
ral environment. Too many of our deci-
sion-makers and residents continue to 
be in denial about our state’s long-run-
ning addiction to growth at any cost and 
the toll it takes on our environment. 
Politicians have won election and 
re-election by campaigning on lower 
taxes and reduced oversight, but they 
have neglected the need to protect and 
invest in our natural environment. Too 
often, voters make decisions without 
having properly researched candidates, 
or they fail to vote at all. Until more cit-
izens engage in their democracy and 
vote with the future in mind, Floridians 
can expect continued Lost Summers 
and lost opportunities to fix our ailing 
waterways.

Dr. Tripp has been Save the Manatee 
Club’s Director of Science and Conserva-
tion since May 2008. She received her 
Ph.D. in Veterinary Medical Sciences 
from the University of Florida, where she 
conducted research on manatee physiol-
ogy.
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How to lose to 
Trump in one 

easy step
J ohn Brennan may not know it, 

but he is acting in a drama 
scripted and produced by Don-

ald J. Trump.
As Eli Lake of Bloomberg percep-

tively observed, President Trump isn’t 
trying to silence Brennan by revoking 
his security clearance, as the former 
CIA director’s defenders insist, but ele-
vate him as a foil. 

Trump couldn’t hope for a better 
poster boy for the so-called deep state 
than a former CIA director who imme-
diately began to sound like a commen-
tator for MSNBC upon leaving 
government — and, indeed, signed up 
as a commentator for MSNBC.

It has been the usual practice of for-
mer top intelligence professionals to 
keep their political opinions, and espe-
cially their wild-eyed rants, to them-
selves. They understand that, having 
been entrusted with some of the most 
sensitive powers of the United States 
government, they should show forbear-
ance and restraint lest they undermine 
the reputations of their institutions. 

Brennan has had no such compunc-
tion. Granted, he’s acted under provo-
cation. Trump has goaded him on 
Twitter and launched extraordinary 
broadsides against the work of U.S. in-
telligence agencies. 

Trump often sounds like the guy pop-
ping off down at the end of the bar, and 
he’s transformed Brennan into the guy 
down at the other end of the bar. 

Advantage: Trump. The president al-
ways benefits from the fact that his 
brand depends on violating norms, 
whereas if his opponents are baited 
into violating norms in return, they di-
minish themselves and their cause.

In a notorious tweet, Brennan ac-
cused the president of “nothing short of 
treason” for his craven performance at 
a joint press conference with Vladimir 
Putin in Helsinki.

This was the first time on record that 
a prominent elected official ever com-
mitted treason -- which usually involves 
giving away the nation’s secrets or com-
promising intelligence assets -- at a 
public event extensively covered by the 
international media.

What did Brennan mean by his 
charge? He apparently doesn’t know. 
Pressed by Rachel Maddow of MSNBC, 
Brennan explained, incoherently, that 
“I said it was nothing short of treason-
ous. I didn’t mean that he committed 
treason.” Oh. Asked point-blank if he 
thinks that the president is serving the 
Russian government, he said that “I 
scratch my head a lot,” not the usual 
standard for alleging that someone 
committed a capital offense. 

Brennan’s conceit has made him the 
ideal target for Trump, since even some 
of the former intelligence officials who 
oppose the revocation of his security 
clearance are uncomfortable with how 
he has conducted himself.

See LOWRY/Page A10

Civic disengagement 
partially to blame for 

red tides, lost 
summers

See MOLEHILLS/Page A10

SAVE THE 
MANATEE
Dr. Katie Tripp

See VFW/Page A11



The Appleton Mu-
seum of Art, College of 
Central Florida, con-

tinues the monthly In-
spired Speakers Series 
with John Eblan Sun-

day, Sept. 23, at 2 p.m. 
These monthly presen-
tations feature individ-
uals who not only excel 
in their fields, but are 
also an inspiration to 
others. 

Eblan will discuss 
how he became a mod-
el-maker and highlight 

some of his past mod-
el-making projects for 
big-budget Hollywood 
films. Largely self-
taught, he has created 
incredibly detailed 
miniatures for “Pearl 
Harbor,” the “Star 
Wars” movies, “Attack 
of the Clones” and 

“Re-
venge of 
the 
Sith,” as 
well as 
“Indiana 
Jones 
and the 
King-
dom of 
the 
Crystal Skull” and 
“Star Trek.” In addi-
tion, he has built or 
overseen several fan-
tastic model builds for 
a number of high-end 
collectors around the 
world, including Kuhn 
Global.

Founder of the FX 
Company, Eblan is cur-
rently vice president of 
QMx FX Cinema Arts, 
leading the QMx shop. 
Eblan says, “There’s 
no doubt that what we 
do is work. But it’s in a 
really fun environ-
ment. We get to build 
spaceships and cool 

props all day. Every-
body here has the op-
portunity for creative 
input and collabora-
tion.”

Tickets are free for 
Appleton members and 
College of Central 
Florida students; $10 
for nonmembers. Ad-
vance reservation or 
purchase is recom-
mended at Appleton-
Museum.org or by 
calling Griselle Gonza-
lez at 352-291-4455, ext. 
1836.

Owned and operated 
by the College of Cen-
tral Florida, the Apple-
ton Museum of Art is 
located at 4333 E. Sil-
ver Springs Blvd., 
Ocala, east of down-
town on SR 40 (exit 352 
east off I-75 or exit 268 
west off I-95). Parking 
is free. For more infor-
mation, call 352-291-
4455 or visit 
AppletonMuseum.org.
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“The Office Wife” is a 
first novel for Stone 
Creek resident Mau-
reen Bel Cher.

Usually, I decide on 
the topic I will be writ-
ing for the week but 
there are times when 
someone will tell me 
about someone I should 
highlight in a story.  For 
this article, I got a call 
from Maureen saying 
she had read a recent 
article and asked about 
me writing an article 
on her new novel.  

I knew Maureen 
when she and her hus-
band Bill were Stone 
Creek ambassadors but 
didn’t put the last night 
with her first until I 
met Maureen and real-
ized I knew her.

Here is Maureen’s 
story about her writing.  
I presented questions 
and Maureen answers.

Q: As a romance 
writer, do you have a 
favorite romance au-
thor?  

A: “Actually, I don’t 
recall any particular 
romance novel that I 
have read, although I’m 
sure I did. Most of my 
life I enjoyed reading 
mysteries or novels 
that were crime based 
or had legal plots. As a 
young girl I read every 
Nancy Drew book I 
could find in our small 
town library and those 
my Mom would pur-
chase for me at the 

local A&P. As an adult 
reader, legal thrillers 
with romance within 
the story line are my go 
to novels. I enjoyed and 
read all of John Grish-
am’s novels and many 
of Michael Connelly’s, 
Patricia Cornwell’s, 
and D. W. Buffa’s.”

Q: What got you inter-
ested in writing?

A: “I guess the an-
swer to that question is 
I liked to express my-
self creatively and writ-
ing has been away for 
me to do that. When I 
was in grade school I 
had a pen pal and of 
course as a teenager I 
keep diary for a while. 
But my writing as adult 
took off both in college 
and the business 
world. In college, I had 

several required 
courses in business 
writing to satisfy my 
English require-
ment. But when select-
ing electives, I would 
enroll in creative writ-
ing courses whenever 
they were available 
and always looked for-
ward to them. Although 
I did a tremendous 
amount of business 
writing throughout my 
career but it was the 
creative writing that I 
enjoyed the most.”

Q: How did you de-
cide on your plot or 
theme?  How long did 
it take for you to finish 
your book once you 
began?

A: “It seems that I 
have always had a story 
line running through 

my head but "The 
Office Wife; Andrea›s 
Story" was one I've held 
onto for many years. 

In many aspects, 
Andrea's story is 
autobiographical. I had 
many of the same 
struggles in the mid 70s 
and early 80s when 
trying to make it as a 
single mom in a man's 
world and particularly 
one heavily dominated 
by men.

I did not want a job, I 
wanted a career. In 
those days, most 
women just had 
jobs. Andrea's 
experiences in part 
mirrored many of mine. 

The total time to 
write the book and 
work through the 
self-publishing piece 
was probably a little 
more than a year and a 
half. I started after my 
husband of 32 years 
passed away. But upon 
his death my passion 
for anything in life di-
minished and I shelved 
the project for a 
while. It was with the 
help of my hospice 
counselor I got back on 
track. We discussed the 
need for passion in 
one’s life. I told her 
that I loved to write 
and had manuscript sit-
ting unfinished on a 
shelf. With her guid-
ance I found my pas-
sion again and wrote 
"The Office Wife."

Q: What was your 
profession before you 
retired?

A: “Almost all of my 
work life I was involved 
at some level in busi-
ness management, 
human resource man-
agement, training and 
customer operations. 

At one time owned a 
home improvement 
and interior design 
business with my late 
husband.”  

Other comments 
from Maureen:

“Regarding writing 
and self-publishing, my 
first book taught me 
that the old adage, 
“You don’t know what 
you don’t know” rings 
loud ant true. I made a 
number of costly mis-
takes in the process 
but in the end based 
on the amount of 
money I had to work 
with I was happy with 
outcome. If I can re-
cover my cost with 
"The Office Wife," I will 
publish again. People 
always ask will you 
write a second book. 
My answer is always 
the same.  

Most likely I will 
write another book, be-
cause I can write for 
free but publishing it, 
well that’s another 
story.

There were a num-
ber of keys to what I 
didn’t know but a 
major one was not re-
alizing that before I 
put pen to paper I 
should have had a mar-
keting plan.  I wish I 
had done that in the 
beginning.  Now I’m 
trying to play catch 
up.”

Maureen is a trans-
plant from Southern 
California, but lived in 
Florida 22 years. She 
spent 17 of them in 
Ocala with last 7 in 
Stone Creek. 

Almost a year ago 
she met her partner 
Wilson Winter and they 
share a villa here in 
Pinebrook and spend 
time at his horse farm 
as well, at the Ocala 
Horse Complex where 
Wilson raises thor-
oughbreds.  Wilson and 
Maureen are on their 
way to a long car vaca-
tion and visiting the fa-
mous Saratoga race 
track in New York.

If you are still look-
ing for your "passion" 
be brave like Maureen 
and do it! You can pur-
chase "The Office Wife" 
on Amazon, or readers 
local to Ocala, may 
contact her at theof-
ficewife888@gmail.
com.
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‘The Office Wife’ Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

Appleton Inspired Speaker series features 
Hollywood miniature and model-maker John Eblan

Eblan

ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) With your Arian charm 
quotient at an almost all-
time high this week, plus all 
the facts to back you up, 
you just might win over the 
last doubters to your pro-
posal.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) You might be in line for 
that job change you applied 
for. But be advised that you 
could be called on to defend 
your qualifications against 
supporters of other appli-
cants.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Creating a new ap-
proach to an old idea is one 
way to get beyond that 
workplace impasse. No 
such problems in your per-
sonal life, where things con-
tinue to flow smoothly.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) Be more forthcoming 
about your feelings concern-
ing a proposed change ei-
ther in your workplace or in 
your personal life. Your 
opinions are valuable. Don’t 
keep them hidden.

LEO (July 23 to August 
22) A changing situation in 
your life needs more pa-
tience than you appear to 
be willing to offer. Allowing 
it to develop at its own pace 
is the wisest course you can 
take at this time.

VIRGO (August 23 to 
September 22) With more 
stability in your life -- on 
both personal and profes-
sional levels -- this could be 
a good time to strengthen 
relationships with both 
friends and colleagues.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) People have al-
ways relied on your integrity 
not only to get the job done, 
but to get it done right. So 
don’t be pressured by any-
one into cutting corners to 
save time.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) While others 
might get rattled over unex-
pected changes, your ability 
to adapt calmly and compe-
tently helps you make a 
positive impression during a 
crucial period.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) A 
changing environment might 
be daunting for some, but 
the adventurous Sagittarian 
takes it all in stride. A friend 
from the past could awaken 
some meaningful memories.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) With your 
self-assurance rising to full 
strength, the bold Goat should 
feel confident about opening 
up to new ventures as well as 
new relationships.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Reaching out to 
someone who has been un-
kind to you might not be easy. 
But in the long run it will 
prove to have been the right 
thing to do. A friend offers 
moral support.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Your keen insight 
once again helps you work 
through a seemingly insoluble 
problem in your workplace. 
The weekend offers a good 
chance to develop new rela-
tionships.

BORN THIS WEEK: You 
have a knack for finding de-
tails that others would over-
look. You would make a fine 
research scientist.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Maureen Bel Cher



by Dr. Earl Tilford

 “The great thing is to get 
the true picture, whatever it 
is.”   —Winston Churchill, 
1940

There would be no 
current storm over secu-
rity clearances if all 
such access ended the 
day people leave gov-
ernment service. In that 
case President Donald 

Trump lifting former 
CIA director John Bren-
nan’s security clearance 
would be a non-issue. 
There are two reasons 
why high-ranking civil-
ian and military officials 
want their clearances 
and both involve access.

The first is access to 
power or perceived 
power. Inside the Belt-
way power is an aphro-
disiac few want to 

discard. Notice the 
number of retired se-
nior flag officers and 
discarded political cro-
nies like John Brennan 
hanging around Wash-
ington.

Retired senior mili-
tary officers join lobby 
groups like the Associa-
tion of the U.S. Army, 
the Air Force Associa-
tion, and Navy League. 
They congregate at the 
Army-Navy Club and 
cozy up to members of 
Congress. Some hope for 
presidential appoint-
ments when their politi-

cal interests coincide 
with prevailing political 
winds. Many are rela-
tively young and feel put 
out to pasture too early. 
Senior military officers 
and presidential ap-
pointees are used to 
being told by sycophan-
tic subordinates their 
thoughts and decisions 
are inerrant. Retired 
generals and admirals 
gravitate to think tank 
meetings held by the 
Council on Foreign Re-
lations and Center for 
Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies where 

they think their war col-
lege graduate degrees 
(and in some cases 
earned doctorates) legit-
imize their credentials 
among Washington’s pol-
icy elites. Security clear-
ances keep them “in the 
loop” in the intellectual 
stratosphere occupied 
by the policy Olympians 
of the swamp.

The second reason 
contains a “Part A” and 
a “Part B” which respec-
tively address political 
or personal self-service. 
There is no reason for 
retaining security clear-
ances for John Brennan, 
James Comey and al-
most everyone else on 
President Trump’s list 
of former civil servants 
be they CIA, FBI, White 
House advisors, or re-
tired flag officers. That 
others have in the past 
is not a reason and only 
perpetuates bad policy. 
Furthermore, using 
one’s clearance for par-
tisan political gain—es-
pecially if it is to 
de-legitimize a duly 
elected administra-
tion—is wrong and a 
blanket abuse of a secu-
rity clearance.

The Part B includes 
retired flag officers and 

former senior govern-
ment civilians who sit 
on boards of directors, 
particularly in defense 
industries. Imagine the 
advantage Lock-
heed-Martin and Gen-
eral Dynamics’ Bath 
Iron Works would have 
if the boards of directors 
knew whether or not the 
latest Russian or Chi-
nese air defense systems 
could detect stealth air-
craft like the F-35 or 
that supposedly unde-
tectable stealth naval 
vessels like the Zumwalt 
Class destroyers were, 
in fact, vulnerable. Cer-
tainly there should be 
an interface between 
government-funded and 
even privately funded 
defense research but it 
should be carefully con-
trolled and not depen-
dent on people hired for 
access. In fact, retired 
high-ranking civilian 
and military personnel 
are useful for their man-
agerial skills but they 
also are in demand for 
their access to informa-
tion.

Public service should 
be considered a special 
and honorable calling. 
The “freedom of 

When I was in 
high school, I 
played on the 

volleyball team. 
During one practice 

session, I forgot to bring 
my sneakers. 

During practice, I 
stepped forward to pro-
tect the player on the 
front line and when he 
jumped, he came down 
on my right foot. The 
consequence was he 
smashed my big toe.

Consequently, my toe-
nail on my right foot 
grew in crooked. It has 
been a painful thing 
ever since.

For years, I took care 
of it, but not too long ago 
I was doing more dam-
age than help and I did 
not know what to do 
about it.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage sug-
gested that I go have a 
pedicure.

Looking at her, I said 
rather sarcastically, “A 
pedicure is for girls.”

“Well, if you go to the 
doctor it will be about 
$300. A pedicure is 
around $25. Now,” she 
continued, “you do the 
math.”

Not far from us was a 
Nail Salon. I went to it 
at least five times before 
I finally went in. It was a 
very humiliating experi-
ence for me. After all, 
I’m not a “girl.”

When I went in, fi-
nally, I noticed they 
were not speaking En-
glish. 

It turned out to be 
some Vietnamese family 

running this nail salon. 
A very nice young lady 

came and said some-
thing to me that I could 
not understand. Then 
she pointed to my shoes 
and said something else 
I could not understand. 
I believe she wanted me 
to take off my shoes and 
socks.

As soon as I took off 
my shoes and socks, she 
pointed to my feet and 
said something and ev-
erybody looked at me 
and started laughing.

She said something in 
English that sounded 
like, “Too long.” Then 
everybody in the salon 
began to chuckle.

I honestly did not 
know what she meant. I 
did not know if my toe-
nails were too long or if 

I waited too long to 
come and get a pedi-
cure.

Then she started the 
process of a pedicure. I 
started feeling like a 
“girl.”

She was rather gra-
cious, and knew exactly 
what she was doing and 
did a wonderful job with 
the pedicure. She cut 
my toenails like they 
have never been cut be-
fore. And, there was no 
blood!

Every once in a while, 
she would say some-
thing in Vietnamese and 
everybody in the salon 
would look at me, then 
laugh. 

It began slowly to 
dawn on me that per-
haps she was making 
fun of my foot. Could it 

be she’s never seen a 
“non-girl foot?”

Then when they were 
laughing at one point, I 
thought of the money in-
volved. By coming to 
this nail salon, I was 
saving $275. It was then 
I began to laugh, and 
laugh very loud.

When I went to the 
checkout to pay for the 
pedicure the manager 
said to me, “Come back 
soon?” 

I just nodded my head 
thinking of the $275 I 
was saving. Going out 
the door, I found myself 
still laughing.

I was reminded of 
what David said. “Then 
was our mouth filled 
with laughter, and our 
tongue with singing: 
then said they among 

the heathen, The Lord 
hath done great things 
for them” (Psalm 126:2).

When I refuse to do 
something because of 
my pride, I discover that 
when I face up to my 
pride and not allow it to 
define me that I can dis-
cover joy.

The Rev. James L. Sny-
der is pastor of the Fam-
ily of God Fellowship, 
1471 Pine Road, Ocala, 
FL 34472. He lives with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage, in Ocala, 
Florida. Call him at 352-
687-4240 or email james-
snyder2@att.net. The 
church website is www.
whatafellowship.com.
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 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U

E
D

S

   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction

 00
0T

P
S
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000U8MM

 $ 49 99
 Expires 08/31/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 000UBE2

 CLOCK REPAIR

 CLOCK
 DOC
 Makes 

 Housecalls
 Cliff

 352-246-2438
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 BLIND REPAIR

 I LOVE TO FIX BLINDS
 Verticals, honeycombs, solar, etc.

 Manual or motorized.
 I’ll beat anyone’s prices 

 and respond within 24 hours.

 Call 352-432-2212

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 CRC058138

 00
0T

X
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 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR GARAGE SCREEN DOOR

 Starting at Starting at

 * * *

 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 P RIVACY
 S CREEN

 A VAILABLE

 71
11

85

 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION   Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

ADVERTISING

TO
ADVERTISE

Call
854-3986
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All Trips Escorted

352-840-0333
www.LauraKaneTravel.com

Call for our newsletter

#S
T3

67
23

*Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nts hotel, 
two $15 meal vouchers, $55 in freeplay.

Monthly Trips
Beau Rivage

$249 pp/dbl
CALL FOR DATES!

Biloxi Ca$ino Tours

Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

Gratuity for driver & hostess included!

Balcony Cabin for $3,994.00 per person
Includes round trip airfare, one night hotel in Vancouver, 
unlimited premium drink package, $150.00 onboard credit, 
unlimited WiFi, prepaid gratuities. All rates listed are per person 
double occupancy based on availability at time of booking.

Sails from Vancouver to Icy Straight Point 
– Hubbard Glacier – Juneau – Ketchikan 

– Inside Passage – Vancouver 

Mention this 
ad and Save 
$50.00
per person

7 Night   

Alaska Cruise 
July 27 – August 04, 2019 

Includes one pre cruise night in 
Vancouver & 7 night cruise

DAY TRIPS:
09/22 I Love A Piano......................................$99
10/18 Dames at Sea.......................................$97
10/20 Cedar Key Seafood Festival...............$39
11/08 Run For Your Wife...............................$89
11/17 Winter Wondrettes...............................$99

Includes bus to Orlando Airport, roundtrip airfare, 7 
night river cruise, port charges, taxes, shore 
excursions, beer, wine & soda during lunch & 
dinner, WiFi, gratuities for wait staff, tour guides & 
bus drivers. All rates listed are per person double 
occupancy based on availability at time of booking.

Paris & The Heart of Normandy
7 Night Cruise 

June 19-27, 2019

Book by 
8/31 Save 

$900

Rates start at $5,098.00 per person

Includes round trip transfers to cruise port, port charges, 
taxes, tip for drivers, tip for porter upon arrival at pier, 
gratuities onboard and one hour open bar cocktail party.
Rates are per person double occupancy based on availability at 
time of booking. Single rate starts at $898. 

May 09-12, 2019 
3 Nights / Thursday to Sunday

Sails from Port Canaveral to Nassau Bahamas

Mother’s Day Cruise

Harmony
of the Seas
Interior Cabin................................$589
Oceanview Cabin..........................$669
Central Park Balcony Cabin..........$678
Oceanview Balcony Cabin............$699

000UGDS - Page 1 - Composite

Ad#:000UGDS Date:08/29/18 Day:WED Size:3X10.5 Cust:70685 Salesperson:792
Last Edited By:CDECKELMANN Pub:WEST MARION MESSENGER Tag Line: Color

Info:

 00
0U

E
IN

 EXPAND YOUR LIVING AREA!

 Call for Details

 362-5277 362-5277

 It’s Like Adding An Extra Room!

 Rescreen Your Garage Door
 with White or Beige Privacy Screen

 C C
 C C

 CRC 058138

 OR OR OR

 Call 
 Today!

 16’x7’ Sliding Garage Screen Door

 Starting at Starting at
 $ 995 $ 995

 Installation prices 
 may vary.

 00
0U
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 1109 NE Eighth Ave., Ocala, FL  |  www.jewishocala.com
 Facebook 

 Temple Beth Shalom

 Be our guest this year
 for the High Holy Days!

 All Services Are Complimentary

 Contact Julie at 352-207-5385 or thsocalapresident@gmail.com

 September 9  7:30 PM - Erev Rosh Hashanah Oneg to follow

 September 10  9:30 AM - Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Tashlich to Follow

 September 11  9:30 AM - Rosh Hashanah Day 2

 September 18  7:00 PM - Kol Nidre

 September 19  9:30 AM - Yom Kippur
 4:00 PM - Yizkor Break the Fast to Follow

 Join us afterward for break the fast presented by our Sisterhood

Laughter in any other language 
is just not funny

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

———n———

I don’t know Sen. Mc-
Cain, but I knew one sol-
dier who endured as a 
prisoner of war. 

Bill survived. He came 
home and lived a pro-
ductive life. I don’t be-
lieve Bill was ever an 
ex-prisoner of war be-
cause he woke up each 
morning knowing that 
when he went to sleep 
that night, the soldier he 
once was returned to 
that prison camp in 
North Korea.

I strongly disagree 
with President Donald 
Trump who said at the 
Iowa Family Leadership 

Summit when modera-
tor Frank Luntz brought 
up McCain, who spent 
more than five years as a 
prisoner of war in Viet-
nam.

“He’s not a war hero,” 
Trump said. 

Immediately modify-
ing his original remarks, 
Trump said, “He’s a war 
hero ‘cause he was cap-
tured. I like people that 
weren’t captured, OK?”

“Perhaps he’s a war 
hero, but right now he’s 
said some very bad 
things about a lot of peo-
ple,” Trump said.

I don’t know Sen. Mc-
Cain, but he, Bill Nor-
wood and others who 
survived prisoner of war 
camps are real Ameri-
can war heroes.

MOLEHILLS
Continued from Page A8

The president’s adver-
saries may consider this 
unfair, but the institu-
tions Trump targets are 
best-served by not re-
sponding in kind. If the 
president says that the 
press can’t be trusted be-
cause it’s so biased, the 
press should react by 
being less biased rather 
than more. If he says that 
he’s being undone by a 
deep state conspiracy, 
former intelligence 

officials should be more 
restrained rather than 
less.

Brennan either doesn’t 
understand this dynamic 
or doesn’t care. He has 
threatened a lawsuit, and 
Trump has welcomed 
one. The president is 
happy for a war with the 
most unhinged represen-
tative of the intelligence 
community at hand, and 
John O. Brennan is play-
ing his role flawlessly.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

LOWRY
Continued from Page A8

———n———

The unwarranted storm over clearances

See TILFORD/Page A11



speech” argument does 
not apply the instant 
someone obtains a secu-
rity clearance. From 
that moment one cannot 
verbally divulge classi-
fied information, write 

articles or books preju-
dicial to classified infor-
mation or methods, 
make business and po-
litical decisions or give 
advice privately to polit-
ical or business leaders 
based on what they 
know from classified in-
formation. Everyone 
with a security clear-
ance already has, to one 

degree or another de-
pending on the level of 
access, forfeited a por-
tion of his or her free-
dom, especially their 
freedom to verbal or 
written communication. 
This is not a big leap. 
When one enters mili-
tary service he or she 
relegates control over a 
vast portion of his or her 

life. They in fact may be 
required to take human 
life or, if necessary, sac-
rifice theirs. The key to 
a lot of that is what in-
telligence is all about.

Finally, no one is enti-
tled to a security clear-
ance. Access to 
classified information is 
not a right. It is, how-
ever, a privilege with 

significant obligations 
and responsibilities at-
tendant to putting ser-
vice above self.

The result of the cur-
rent upheaval over the 
behavior of senior mem-
bers of the intelligence 
(CIA, NSA, DIA, etc.) 
and counter intelligence 
communities (the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investi-

gation) may be 
restructuring the entire 
apparatus so that politi-
cal and personal biases 
are minimized.

 — Dr. Earl Tilford is a 
military historian and 
fellow for the Middle East 
& terrorism with The 
Center for Vision & Val-
ues at Grove City College.
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Today’s
New Ads

LIFT CHAIR
RECLINER Best 

Memory foam, Brown, 
exc cond. paid $1200, 

sell $500.
352 419 4467

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 

ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

BENE’S
CAREER

ACADEMY

NOW
ENROLLING

for
MASSAGE
THERAPY

2 CAMPUSES

NEW PORT
RICHEY

� 727-848-8415 �
BROOKSVILLE
� 352-593-2259 �

www.benes.edu

US News and
World  Report

Massage Therapy
#4 Best Health

Support Job in ‘18

BENE’S
CAREER

ACADEMY

NOW
ENROLLING

for
MASSAGE
THERAPY

2 CAMPUSES

NEW PORT
RICHEY

� 727-848-8415 �
BROOKSVILLE
� 352-593-2259 �

www.benes.edu

US News and
World  Report

Massage Therapy
#4 Best Health

Support Job in ‘18

LIFT CHAIR
RECLINER Best 

Memory foam, Brown, 
exc cond. paid $1200, 

sell $500.
352 419 4467

LET US WORK

FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION

MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS

GET RESULTS!

German Shepherd 
Pups

UKC registered. 1 black 
& 1 bi-color female; Lg 

boned, classic old
type.

German import working 
line parents; HD x-rayed 
clear, genetically tested. 
FL vet cert. 10 weeks 
old. $800 352-586-3322 

or 727-491-0125

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

AUTO 
SWAP/

CORRAL
CAR SHOW

Sumter
County

Fairgrounds

SUMTER
SWAP
MEETS

SUN. Sept. 2nd
(727) 848-7171

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 

ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

FAMILY FEATURES 

Farm-fresh is what many families 
desire. Straight from the farm to 
your table is one of the best ways 

you can ensure you’re delivering a 
nutritious and delicious meal for family 
or friends. 

Wholesome meals can bring everyone 
together around the dinner table; even 
little ones can enjoy flaky, baked fish, 
a nutritious potato-based side dish and 
a trendy-twist on a farm-fresh beverage 
with these fun, flavorful recipes. 

Find more farm-fresh recipes at 
Culinary.net.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

DELIGHTFULLY BAKED FISH
When it comes to baking fish, flaky and 
fresh can make for a great combination. 
For a classic meal with a seasoned flare, 
try this delicious baked fish with lemon 
pepper seasoning and onions. Find more 
traditional, tasty recipes at USDA.gov. 

Baked Fish
Recipe courtesy of the United States 
Department of Agriculture
Servings: 4

 Nonstick cooking spray
1  pound fish fillets (whitefish, 

  trout or tilapia)
1  onion, sliced

1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4  teaspoon black pepper

2  teaspoons vegetable oil
1/4  teaspoon lemon pepper 

  seasoning (optional) 
Heat oven to 350 F.

Place 12-inch piece of foil on counter. 
Coat foil with nonstick cooking spray. 
Place fillets in middle of foil. If fillets 
have skin, place skin-side down. 

Spread sliced onions, salt, pepper and 
oil on top of fillets. Add lemon pepper 
seasoning, if desired. Fold foil over fish. 

Place foil pouch on baking sheet 
and place in oven. Bake fish 15-20 
minutes until fish reaches a minimum 
internal temperature of 145 F on a food 
thermometer and is flaky when tested  
with fork. 

Divide into four portions and serve. 

Farm-Fresh Festivities
Themed parties can be challenging, especially when you 
want everything to be perfect for your guests. Make your 
party simple and festive with these tips for planning your 
own farm-to-table gathering. 
Mason jars 
A farm-to-table classic, mason jars can be used for drinks 
or even to fill with flowers to make a beautiful, seasonal 
centerpiece for the table. Mason jars are clean, cute and 
easy to wash when the gathering is over. 
Rustic vibe
Adding some rustic decor can help spruce up your table or 
serve as an accessory for your farm-to-table dinner party. 
Also consider adding a bit of fall-flare with decorations 
such as pumpkins, squash and brightly colored leaves. 
Seasonal fare
It’s easy to get inspired with the variety of things you can 
find at your local farmers market. Ingredients like onions 
can be used in this Baked Fish recipe while a batch of 
locally sourced potatoes is the perfect foundation for a 
Fingerling Potato Salad. 

FROM FARM TO GLASS
Many may be surprised to learn that 
milk is one of the original farm-to-
table foods, typically arriving on 
grocery shelves in just two days 
(or 48 hours) from many family-
owned and operated dairy farms. 
For a trendy twist on the farm-fresh 
beverage kids already love, try this 
DIY flavored milk recipe as a tasty 
start to the morning. To learn about 
milk’s journey from farm to glass, 
visit MilkLife.com.

Chocolate Banana Milk
Servings: 1 

8  ounces fat free milk
1/2  large banana

1  teaspoon unsweetened 
  cocoa powder

Place 8 ounces milk, large banana 
and unsweetened cocoa powder 
in a blender and blend until just 
smooth. Enjoy!
Nutritional information per 
serving: 140 calories; 0 g fat; 0 g 
saturated fat; 5 mg cholesterol; 9 g 
protein; 29 g carbohydrates; 2 g fiber; 
105 mg sodium; 306 mg calcium 
(30% of daily value). 

A SENSATIONALLY 
SIMPLE SIDE DISH
When you’re looking for a 
delicious and nutritious side dish 
to complement any meal, look no 
further than this Fingerling Potato 
Salad. Made with nutrient-rich 
Wisconsin Potatoes and topped 
with a lemon dressing, this simple 
potato side packs plenty of flavor. 
Find more potato recipes at 
eatwisconsinpotatoes.com.

Fingerling Potato Salad
Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cook Time: 15 minutes
Servings: 6
 1 1/2  pounds mixed Wisconsin 

  fingerling potatoes
2  large lemons, divided
2  cups water
2  tablespoons coarse kosher 

  salt
3  tablespoons white balsamic 

  vinegar
3  tablespoons extra-virgin 

  olive oil
 1 1/2  teaspoons whole cumin 

  seeds
3/4  teaspoon whole coriander 

  seeds

 pepper, to taste
4  green onions, thinly sliced

1/3  cup chopped fresh dill
 salt, to taste

2  cups baby arugula
In large pot of boiling, salted water, 
cook potatoes until just tender when 
pierced with fork, about 15 minutes. 
Drain and cool slightly.

Slice one lemon into 1/8-inch-thick 
rounds. In small saucepan, combine 
sliced lemon, water and kosher 
salt; bring to boil. Reduce heat and 
simmer until lemon slices are tender, 
about 10 minutes. Drain lemons then 
coarsely chop. 

Cut remaining lemon in half and 
squeeze out 2 tablespoons juice. In 
small bowl, mix chopped lemons, 
lemon juice, white balsamic vinegar 
and oil. Coarsely crush cumin and 
coriander seeds using mortar and 
pestle. Mix seeds into lemon dressing. 
Season, to taste, with pepper.

Cut lukewarm potatoes in half 
lengthwise. Place in large, shallow 
bowl. Mix in green onions and dill. 
Pour lemon dressing over and toss 
to coat. Season, to taste, with salt 
and pepper. Add arugula and toss 
gently. Serve lukewarm or at room 
temperature.

TILFORD
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Please call 352-873-4781 
for further information.

Honor Guard: Our 
Honor Guard is avail-
able to provide military 
honors to a fallen vet-
eran. For further infor-
mation contact the Post 
at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 
Post 4781, 9401 SW 
110th St. Telephone 352-
873-4781. You can also 
follow us on Facebook - 
Angela Santos Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 
4781.

School Days at Ft. 
King

The City of Ocala Rec-
reation and Parks De-
partment will host 

Marion County Public 
School Days at the Fort 
King National Historic 
Landmark, 3925 E Fort 
King St., Saturdays, 
Sept. 8 and 22 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, 
please contact the city 
of Ocala Recreation and 
Parks Department at 
352-368-5535.

Sunday, Sept. 16

Museum of History 

& Archaeology
MC Museum of His-

tory & Archaeology, P.O. 
Box 4383, Ocala, FL., 
34478 or call 352-236-
5245. 

The museum is lo-
cated at 307 SE 26th Ter, 
Ocala, FL 34471 All pro-
grams third Sunday of 
odd months, at 2 p.m. in 
Green Clover Hall. Re-
ception follows at East 

Hall. All programs ad-
mission free to mem-
bers, $5 to nonmembers. 
Individual and family 
memberships are avail-
able for sale at events. 

The Sept. 16 program 
is the Historic Ocala 
Preservation Society 
presenting "The History 
of Ocala and of HOPS."

Nov. 18, 2018 Brian 
Stoothoff presents the 
History of "The Great 
Fire" and the City Fire 
and EMS services – 
135th Anniversary.

Ocala Jazz Society
The Ocala Jazz Soci-

ety invites you to join 
them Sunday, Sept. 16, 
from 2 - 5 p.m. for their 
monthly performance of 
Swing, Big Band, Dixie-
land, 50s and all your fa-
vorites.

We look forward to 
seeing you at the smoke-
free VFW Post 4781, 

9401 SW 110th Street, 
across from Oak Run. 
The band performs on 
the third Sunday of 
each month. A sug-
gested donation of $5 
for hospice is appreci-
ated. For more informa-
tion, please call 
352-237-0234 or email 
ocalajazzsociety@
yahoo.com.

German American 
Club of Marion 

County
The German Ameri-

can Club of Marion 
County will hold an Ok-
toberfest Sunday, Sept. 
16, at noon at Marion 
Oaks Community Cen-
ter. A bratwurst dinner 
will be served at 1 p.m. 
Please bring your own 
beverage. Music will be 
provided by Alpine Ex-
press. Lederhosen, dirn-
dle or dressy casual 

attire is requested. 
Tickets are $20 per 
member or $25 per non-
member and may be 
purchased by calling 
Mary Wisecup at 352-
789-6499.

Saturday, Sept. 22

Public Lands Day
National Public 

Lands Day at Silver 
Springs State Park at 9 
a.m., Sept. 22, at 5656 
East Silver Springs 
Blvd.

NPLD is the nation's 
largest, single-day vol-
unteer effort on public 
lands. We will spend the 
morning removing air 
potato, taking out inva-
sive plants, planting 
new additions to our 
gardens, painting step-
ping stones, picking up 
trash and performing 
other park projects.

For more information, 

please contact John 
Kilmer by email at john.
kilmer@floridadep.gov 
or call 352-236-7156.

Saturday, Nov. 10

Grace Episcopal 
Grace Episcopal Church 
Women will be holding 
their annual bazaar Sat-
urday, Nov. 10, from 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
church Parish Hall, 510 
SE Broadway Street, 
Ocala, FL. This one day 
event will offer a variety 
of crafts, jewelry, home-
made food items (baked 
goods, soups and more). 
Lunch will be served 
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
All proceeds from this 
event will help support 
local nonprofit missions 
benefiting women and 
children in Ocala. For 
more information 
please contact Elaine at 
352-347-2549.

VFW
Continued from Page A5



Sholom Park’s Fun at 
the Park: Let’s Get 
Buggy! is from 1 to 4 
p.m., Sunday, Oct. 14.

A ladybug release 
highlights the festivities. 

Sholom Park’s Fun at 
the Park event will have 
all the excitement of live 
music, food trucks, 
games, education and 
great family-friendly 
fun, admission free. 

Guests will be invited 
to help Park staff re-
lease 10s of thousands of 
itsy-bitsy colorful lady-

bugs into the Sholom 
Park environment, 
where the harmless – 
yet mighty – spotted bee-
tles will begin hunting 
for their dinner. 

Ladybugs are one of 
nature’s “beneficial in-
sects” because they love 
eating aphids, spider 
mites, mealy bugs and 
the eggs of some other 
harmful insects. 

Sholom Park’s event 
will feature interactive 
outdoor stations featur-
ing good guy insects and 

animals that help us 
combat the bad-guy crit-
ters in gardens and 
landscapes every day.

Fun at the Park at-
tendees are encouraged 
to bring their lawn 
chairs or blankets. The 
event will be held rain 
or shine. Guests are in-
vited come in a “buggy” 
costume and bring along 
an adventurous spirit. 

No face masks are 
permitted. 

All Park rules apply at 
this event. 

Sholom Park’s Fun at 
the Park events provide 
family-friendly outdoor 
entertainment, live 
music, fun and activi-
ties, featuring special 
themes to make memo-
rable moments for ev-
eryone. 

In February 2017, larg-
er-than-life book charac-
ters, such as Curious 
George, the Berenstain 

Bears and Cat in the 
Hat, visited Park guests 
and encouraged literacy 
for all. 

In February 2018, fam-
ilies took a virtual jour-
ney around the world, 
where they were given 
mini passports and were 
encouraged to visit tents 
and booths where volun-
teers shared informa-
tion about China, 
Australia, Ireland, Great 
Britain and Egypt, open-
ing doors to many cul-
tures and values. 

Sholom Park is lo-
cated at 7110 SW 80th 
Ave.; Ocala, FL 34481. 

For more information, 
email info@sholompark.
org, call 352-873-0848, 
ext. 7650 or visit the 
park on the Internet at 
www.sholompark.org

Sholom Park is owned 
and operated by the 
Horticultural Arts & 
Park Institute, Inc.
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BRIEFS Signs of the times

Fairfield Village correspondent Priscilla Barnett took pictures of signs around town. She wonders if the political signs in the top photo 
actually do any good. In the bottom left photo, closing the road seems a bit premature since it has not yet been built. That's a self-in-
flicted conundrum.  In the bottom left photo, the sign laments stupid minds hanging together.

‘Can't touch this’ sting nets 7 child sex offenders
MCSO Press Release

Local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies recently 
assisted the Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office in identifying 
and capturing offenders seek-
ing sex with children online. 

During Operation “Can’t 
Touch This,” each defendant 
made arrangements to have 
sex with a girl or boy in Marion 
County between the ages of 
13-15 years old. In reality, they 
were chatting with undercover 
law enforcement officers, not 
children. Seven men were ar-
rested during the operation, 
after they traveled to a location 

in Ocala to have sex with the 
child they thought they had 
been messaging online. In-
stead, law enforcement was 
waiting to put them in hand-
cuffs.

During the online interac-
tions with the suspects, all of 
them engaged in lewd conver-
sations with the “child” and de-
scribed the sexual acts they 
wished to do with them.

Some of the men sent inap-
propriate pictures to the un-
dercover officers as well. One 
of the suspects, Donald Willing-
ham, brought suspicious items 
to the meeting location, such as 
rope and a sleeping bag. 

Nathan Collins, 23, Anthony 
Michael Guiliani, 41, Nicholas 
Samuel Rogers, 25, and Chris-
topher Molinaro, 20, were ar-
rested.

They received the following 
charges: Soliciting a Child for 
Unlawful Sexual Conduct using 
Computer Services or Devices, 
Traveling to Meet a Minor to 
Commit an Unlawful Sex Act, 
and Unlawful Use of a Two-Way 
Communications Device. 

Geoffrey Johnson, 28, was 
chaged with Soliciting a Child 
for Unlawful Sexual Conduct 
using Computer Services or 
Devices through a Parent, 
Traveling to Meet a Minor to 

Commit an Unlawful Sex Act, 
and Unlawful Use of a Two-Way 
Communications Device.

Charles A. Smith, 34,  was 
charged with Soliciting a Child 
for Unlawful Sexual Conduct 
using Computer Services or 
Devices, Traveling to Meet a 
Minor to Commit an Unlawful 
Sex Act, and Transmission of 
Material Harmful to a Minor.

Donald Ambros Willingham, 
71, was charged with Soliciting 
a Child for Unlawful Sexual 
Conduct using Computer Ser-
vices or Devices through a 
Guardian, Traveling to Meet a 

See CAN'T/Page A12

Ocala Labor Day 
schedule

City of Ocala business 
offices will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 3, in obser-
vance of Labor Day. 
There will be no residen-
tial collection for sanita-
tion, yard waste or 
recycling routes Monday, 
Sept. 3.

Residential sanitation 
collection regularly 
scheduled for Monday, 
Sept. 3, through Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, will experi-
ence a one-day delay and 
will be collected Tues-
day, Sept. 4, through Fri-
day, Sept. 7.

Waste Pro recycling 
collection for city of 
Ocala residents regularly 
scheduled for Monday, 
Sept. 3, through Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, will take 
place Tuesday, Sept. 4, 
through Friday, Sept. 7.

For more information, 
please contact the city of 
Ocala Residential Sani-
tation Department at 352-
351-6697. 

City Waste 
Amnesty Day

The City of Ocala will 
conduct a special waste 
amnesty day Saturday, 
Sept. 15 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the corner of at 
NE 14th Street and NE 
Eighth Avenue.

Special waste consists 
of household hazardous 
waste and electronics. 
Neither of these types of 
waste is permitted to be 
picked up with the regu-
larly scheduled residen-
tial waste collection. 
Special waste from busi-
nesses will not be col-
lected.

Examples of hazardous 
waste items accepted: 

Lawn and garden 
chemicals, paint, paint 
thinners, gasoline and 
antifreeze, cleaning flu-

Minor to Commit an Un-
lawful Sex Act, and Un-
lawful Use of a Two-Way 
Communications Device.

“Wrong-doers are all 
around us, but these in-
dividuals are pure evil,” 
Sheriff Billy

Woods said. “We can-
not and will not set aside 
our relentless efforts of 
pursuing these preda-
tors who prey on our 
precious children. These 
evil-doers are now the 
prey and we are the 
hunters who will bring 
them to justice.”

We express our sincer-
est gratitude to Ocala 
Police Department, Clay 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Gainesville Police De-
partment, Florida De-
partment of Law 
Enforcement, Okaloosa 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Tallahassee Police De-
partment, and the Volu-

sia County Sheriff ’s 
Office. 

Also, the Flagler 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Manatee County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Alachua 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Levy County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Chiefland Police 
Department, the U.S. 
Marshals and the state’s 
attorney’s office.

We are grateful to the 
following community 
partners for their sup-
port during the opera-
tion: FiberVision, 
Aaron’s Rental, Mojo’s 
Grill, Marco’s Pizza, Zax-
by’s, Latinos Y Mas, Wise 
Guys Pizza and DeLuca 
Toyota.

CAN'T
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ids, fluorescent bulbs, 
including compact fluo-
rescent lamps.

Also, used oil and fil-
ters, batteries (auto bat-
teries, rechargeable 

batteries and others), 
pool chemicals, aerosol 
cans, thermometers and 
thermostats.

Examples of elec-
tronic items accepted 
are battery chargers, 
computers, keyboards 
and monitors, small 
copiers, printers, an-
swering machines and 

fax machines.
Also, CD, DVD, Blu-

ray and MP3 players, 
stereos and televisions, 
cell phones, tablets, 
PDAs, scanners and 
cameras.

For information,  con-
tact the city Residential 
Sanitation Department 
at 352-351-6697.
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Sholom Park gets ‘buggy’


