
Stone Creek clubs have been busy 
raising money for worthy causes. 
The Culture Vulture Club had the 
Jazz Band of the College of Central 
Florida Music Department come to 
Stone Creek to perform. Gail and 
Chris Johnson were instrumental in 
bringing the Jazz Band to Stone 
Creek. The performance raised 
$1,200 for the college. Most of the 
money was raised from the sale of 
tickets but several residents made a 
donation in lieu of purchasing tick-
ets along with funds raised from the 
raffle where half the funds were ear-
marked for the college. Two of the 
winners gave back their winnings.

Paul Benito, president of the club 
said, “Donations demonstrates how 
highly our residents value the Col-
lege of Central Florida’s contribu-
tion to local arts and culture.”  

Sixty-plus residents enjoyed a 
night of great music, appetizers and 
desserts. Beverly Wiggins, vice presi-
dent of the group was in charge of 
food for the event. During intermis-

sion, residents and the band got to 
mingle over food.

The Veterans Association had their 
food drive and it was completed Sat-
urday, April 21, with the delivery of 
four very full pickup truckloads of 
food and hygiene products. Mark 
Cole, Rich Trench, Rick Hiney, Dan 
Manetzke and Lee Jette were the 
veterans who delivered the food. 
There were approximately 2,380 
pounds of needed foodstuffs and hy-
giene products delivered and the 
process went very smoothly, again 
proving "Many hands make short 
work."

Thanks to the residents of Stone 
Creek for their continued generosity 
to the greater Ocala Community.
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 FACELIFT SPECIALIST
 Surgical or Non-Surgical

 STOP Wasting Money 
 on Temporary Fillers

 Breakthrough Long-Term Filler by Local #1 Bellafill Injector

 YOU ARE INVITED
 FACIAL BEAUTY

 SOCIAL MIXER SEMINAR

 Tuesday, May 15th @ 1pm

 HILTON OCALA
 3600 SW 36th Ave., Ocala

 LUNCH IS SERVED

 Call Now – Limited Seating!
 888-875-3223

 Rich Castellano, M.D.
 Founder, Medical Director
 WSJ Bestselling Author

 www.ImageLift.com
 youtube.com/imagelift  •  facebook.com/imagelift

 Patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel payment, or be reimb ursed for 
 payment for any other service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within  72 hours of 

 responding to ad for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

 Grand Prize Raffle (up to $1200 value)

 Results are typical and do vary.

Messenger
Postal Patron

U.S. Postage Paid
PRSRT STD

ECRWSS
Permit #91
Lecanto, FL

WEST MARION

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES & BUSINESSES BETWEEN SR 200 AND US 27

 Diagnosed In More Than  2 Million 
 Patients Annually.  Routine Screening

 And Early Detection Is Key To Treatment.

 Ocala Office  352-746-2200 • 9401 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala, FL
 Lecanto Office   352-746-2200 • 525 N. Dacie Pt., Lecanto, FL

 www.dermatologyonline.com

 SUNCOAST DERMATOLOGY
 AND SKIN SURGERY CENTER  Board Certified American Board of Dermatology; American Society for Dermatology Surgery, Member Amer ican 

 Association of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Fellow American Society for MOHS Surgery

 Participating with: Medicare, BCBS,
 Cigna, Humana, Aetna, United 
 Healthcare (specific plans)

 From Left to Right: Margaret Collins, MD, 
 Ashton Wester, ARNP,  William Welton, MD, 
 Ralph Massullo, MD, Michael Wartels, MD, 
 Carla Bai ley,  PA,  Brian Bonomo, PA,
 Kristy Chatham, PA

 Skin Cancer
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Ready or not, here I am
Hello.
My name is David 

Davis, your new editor. 
“New” is not the correct 
word, because I’m getting up 
in years. Maybe current is a 
better adjective, but that’s not 
right either, because there are 
many, many topics on which I 
am not current. How about if I 
say, “ready or not, here I am.”

I am transitioning from my 
post as editor of the Chiefland 
Citizen and Cedar Key Bea-
con. I expect the move will be 
complete by the end of May. 
In the meantime, I hope to get 
as many mistakes out of the 
way as possible. And, as much 
as possible, I hope you all will 
grant me peace. Also, I hope 
all correspondents stay.

The Citizen and Messenger 
will not be the same under my 
editorship, if for no other rea-
son because I am different. 
But for right now, I’m just try-
ing to hang on for dear life. 
So, for the time being, let’s get 
to know each other.

I grew up in a small town in 
Southeastern Oklahoma that, 
compared to the Walmart 
parking lot, is very small. 

At one time, Achille was the 
first entry in map indexes. 
Now, it’s in the top 10 returns 
from an internet search. It’s 
the first return that is not 
about Greece. 

Per highway signage, my 
hometown is 12 miles South 
of the county seat State High-
way 78, but many a stranger 

usually found 
themselves 
making a 
U-turn at a 
farmhouse 
about 1 1/2 
miles beyond 
main street, 
[State Highway 
75A, which 

dead ends at Highway 78.
Achille was a farm town in 

a part of the state once known 
as “Little Dixie” when cotton 
was still king. Like many 
other rural towns, it began 
dying after World War II. I’m 
66, and it has been on life sup-
port my whole life.

In the 1960s, when I was a 
teenager, old men sat in 
benches and chairs in front of 

the pool hall. Red Man or 
Beechnut chewing tobacco 
juice stained their gray whis-
kers and rivulets of brown 
spittle discolored the side-
walk. 

When he wasn’t busy, Har-
vey Rochelle sometimes stood 
behind the large plate glass 
window of his barbershop to 
look at the spit and whittlers, 
swap pocketknives or play 
dominoes. Sometimes he 
waved at the old men, and oc-
casionally they waved back 
and often, one of them gazed 
admiringly across the street 
at Harvey and declared that 
Harvey was the “best thumb-
less barber in the State of 
Oklahoma.” Harvey lost the 
thumb on his right hand when 

his car was hit by a train. 
I enrolled in college after 

high school. I wanted to write, 
but about what, I didn’t know 
because it was a big world be-
yond my parking lot-size 
hometown. I joined the Navy 
two years later with the idea 
of making it a career if I liked 
it at all. I did like it and re-
tired 20 years later. At some 
point in those 20 years, I dis-
covered community newspa-
pers.

My newspaper career 
began in 1994 in Balch 
Springs, Texas; then Tallulah, 
Louisiana; Ponca City, Okla-
homa; Cleveland, Tennessee; 
Chiefland and now here.

Davis

On Saturday, May 12, 
between 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m., the FFV Social 
Club is sponsoring a 
Mother’s Day Breakfast 
in the clubhouse to 
honor all those special 
ladies in our community.

There will be a deli-
cious menu of pancakes, 
sausage, eggs, fruit, fruit 
juice, coffee, and cham-
pagne cocktail.

To make things even 
more special, the gentle-
men of the community 
will be serving the la-
dies.  Of course, the 
gents will enjoy break-
fast as well, and  they 
will only pay the nomi-
nal charge of $3.

There is a sign-up 
sheet in the clubhouse 
with a deadline of 
Wednesday, May 9, be-
cause food does have to 

be planned.  We hope no 
one forgets to go by and 
sign the list.

There will be a prize 
given to the “Mom with 
the most kids.”   Wonder 
who that might be?

Speaking of mothers 
and their special day 
made me stop to remem-
ber how much I miss my 
own mom even though 
she went to Heaven 
some 12 years ago.  

No one ever takes the 
place of that special 
person in our hearts, 
and those of us who are 
moms ourselves should 
recognize how much our 
adult children still 
count on us whether we 
see them often or not.  

I am so blessed with 
the connection that I 

PHOTO BY RON RATNER

Sinkholes at Fore Ranch
Several sinkholes have opened up at Fore Ranch, a development off State Road 200 in the area of 
West Marion Community Hospital. Some homes have been evacuated. Testing is still underway.

Marion County Public Safety 
Communications introduces a 
new countywide feature, which 
allows residents to text 911 
during emergencies, when call-
ing is not practical or possible. 

Individuals who are deaf, 
hard of hearing, and/or speech 
impaired will have a signifi-
cantly easier method of commu-
nicating with emergency 

operators. Additionally, people 
can text 911 in situations where 
remaining quiet is paramount 
to their safety and security.

Marion County emergency 
telecommunicators address 
texts and calls to 911 through 
the same user interface. How-
ever, individuals in emergency 
situations should call 911 if they 
can and text if they cannot.                                           

Marion County is now the 
26th county in Florida to fully 
implement text-to-911. Marion 
County’s residents and visitors 
may text 911 via any major wire-
less provider.

For more information, contact 
Public Safety Communications 
at 352-671-8460, or visit www.

County launches text-to-911

See TEXT on Page A2

Celebrating moms 
in Fairfield Village

See MOMS, Page A12

have with my son, my 
daughter, and their fam-
ilies.  When I think 
about it, I realize that I 
need to remember what 
my mom was still doing 
for me even when she 
was 85 and I was 65.  We 
never outgrow our need 
for support and encour-
agement; and, often our 
moms are the best at of-
fering those things.  

My son and daughter 
are in their early 50’s 
and life can be very 
complicated in their 
professional worlds.  I 
try to be aware and sup-
portive of what they 
have to do profession-
ally and with their fami-
lies every day.  

Their careers are to-
tally different from what 
mine was, but the crux 
of the matter is still the 
same.  I take time to lis-
ten when they want to 
talk, but I try not to offer 
too much in the way of 
advice because I realize 
that my frame of refer-
ence is very different in 
many ways.  However, 
the basic concept of sup-
port and encouragement 
remains the same.

I would love to be able 
to have a conversation 
again with my mom, and 
I do feel like she is 
there supporting me in 
the things that are my 
“retirement” life.  Mary 
Morris’s retirement 

years were full of all 
kinds of fun activities, 
travel, and volunteer-
ing; but she still made 
time for all of her fam-
ily, and she never 
failed in her love and 
encouragement for all 
of us.

So, this coming Sun-
day, when we pay spe-
cial attention to our 
moms, let’s remember 
how very special all 
our loved ones are and 
take the time to let 
them know that.

Fairfield Village 
would like to wish all 
mothers everywhere a 
fantastic Mother’s Day.  

Enjoy your special 
day.   

MOMS
Continued from Page A1

Fairfield Village
Priscilla Barnett

Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

Stone Creek Community 
Outreach is busy helping others

Happy Mother's Day



This is a very import-
ant week for the postal 
workers in Marion 
County. This is the week 
of the annual food drive 
for Interfaith Ministries. 
Quail Meadow has al-
ways been a huge sup-
porter of this food drive. 
The mail carriers pro-
vide plastic bags which 
can be left on your mail-
box (not on the ground) 
on the final day of the 
project (Saturday). How-
ever, here in QM, we are 
provided collection con-
tainers that are in the 

clubhouse this week. It 
is really a huge help to 
the carriers when we 
put our canned goods in 
these containers. In this 
way, the donations can 
be picked up during the 
week, and it doesn’t 
make such a time con-
suming job for our them 
on the official day of the 
drive. This year, the 
drive is on Saturday, 
May 12th (day before 
Mother’s Day). You can 
begin placing your dona-
tions in the clubhouse 
now. There will be vol-

unteers col-
lecting the 
donations 
on Saturday, 
so don’t be 
alarmed 
when you 
see some-
one other 
than your regular car-
rier picking up your do-
nations.

As this article is being 
written, I am reminded 
that today (5/3) is the Na-
tional Day of Prayer. 
There will be activities 
all day on the City 
Square. This is an an-
nual event involving 
many of the churches in 
the Ocala/Marion County 
area.

This is a busy week in 
QM: Friday, 5/11, is the 
Ladies Luncheon at the 
Ocean Buffet. All ladies 
of QM and their guests 
are invited to join the 
group for lunch at 11:30. 
Please call Sue Church 

by Thursday if you plan 
to attend.

The Rod & Gun Club 
will meet Saturday at 10 
AM in the clubhouse. 
The response to this 
group has been great. 
Contact Steve Kane for 
more information.

Did you have some 
Mexican food on Satur-
day? That was Cinco de 
Mayo. This day com-
memorates the Mexican 
army’s victory over 
French forces at the Bat-
tle of Puebla on May 5, 
1862. This is not Mexi-
can Independence Day – 
that is September 15th. 
This is not a national 

A2 Wednesday, May 9, 2018 West Marion Messenger

 000TNJ2

 00
0T

D
R

W

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 A11West Marion Messenger

 000TLS0

 * SATELLITE TV * SATELLITE INTERNET * HDTV ANTENNAS *

 AREAS LARGEST SELECTION OF HDTV ANTENNAS

 $ 499 99  Installed Your Choice!

 WWW.HDGATOR.COM
 INTERNATIONAL SATELLITE & ANTENNA SERVICE 6160 SW Hwy 200 Ste 112, 3 Miles West of I-75 in the Jasmi ne Plaza

 Ask how to integrate with the Hopper to get Gainesville locals in Marion County
 (352) 237-3811

 HDTV ANTENNA SALE

 Includes Free Standard Installation with Antenna Amplifier, Up to 100 Feet 
 Solid Copper RG 6 Coax Cable, Bonded to Common Ground Per National

 Electric Code and connected to one TV or up to 4 TVs on a Pre-Wired Home.

marioncountyfl.org.
Things to consider 

about text-to-911:
]Always provide your 

exact location and the 
nature of the emergency.

]Remember to si-
lence your phone if you 

are in a dangerous situ-
ation.

]Avoid using abbrevi-
ations, jargon or slang.

]Do not send emojis, 
photos or videos.

]Do not send a group 
text.

TEXT
Continued from Page A1

Postal carriers food drive is this week
Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

See QUAIL, Page A3

Ridge Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center, 9848 SW 110th Street, 
and holds bimonthly worship ser-
vices.

If you have a loved one or 
friend at the TimberRidge Cen-
ter, you are invited to attend our 
next service on Saturday, May 26 
at 10:15 a.m. For further informa-
tion, please call the church office 
at 352-237-4633.

Sunday, May 27
Last Sunday Comedy

Get all the month’s laughs in 
before Monday gets you! Your 
host, Tom Schmitz, will be joined 
by nationally recognized comedi-
ans on Sunday, May 27, 2018 at 
7:30 p.m.. Don’t miss featured co-
median Doug Canney and head-
liner Danny Johnson as they take 
the stage for a night of laughs! 
Lobby doors and the Reilly’s full 
bar open at 6:30 p.m.. Tickets are 
$10. The Reilly Arts Center is lo-

cated at 500 NE 9th Street, Ocala, 
FL 34470. Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.ReillyArtsCenter.
com, or by calling the box office 
at (352) 351-1606 during box office 
hours. Tickets can also be pur-
chased in person at the Reilly 
Arts Center box office. Box office 
hours are Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Tickets will 
also be available at the door on 
the night of the show.

Tuesday, May 29
Christian women to meet

Ocala Christian Women’s Con-
nection invites you to the our 
“King of the Jungle” luncheon 
May 29 at the Hilton of Ocala 
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  
The doors open at 11 a.m.  The 
special feature is Hilton’s own 
Chef Randall and “Lessons from 
the Legend.”  Our speaker is Shir-
ley Solid from Merritt Island 
sharing “Clothesline junkie finds 

peace in the spin cycle of life.”  
Admission is $20.  Please RSVP 
for lunch and free childcare to 
Claudia at 228-2126 or Eve at 732-
7053 by Monday May 21. Our color 
theme for this month is Animal 
Print Parade. 

CHURCH
Continued from Page A1

Meet Marcia Morris, 
M.D., Sunday, June 24, at 
2 p.m. at Headquar-
ters-Ocala Public Li-
brary, 2120 E. Silver 
Springs Blvd., 
Ocala, phone 352-671-
8551.

Dr. Morris is the au-
thor of “A Parents Guide 
to Mental Health and 
Wellness for College Stu-
dents.”

College students are 
experiencing, anxiety, 
depression, alco-
hol-abuse, and other 
mental health issues at 
alarming rates in a land-
scape of growing aca-
demic, social and 
financial pressures. 

As a college mental 
health psychiatrist for 
over two decades and a 

mother of two 20-some-
things, Marcia Morris 
has witnessed the ways 
these problems can de-
rail students from their 
goals, while parent in-
terventions at critical 
junctures can help stu-
dents get back on track 
and her book offers “The 
Campus Cure.”

This program is spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the Ocala Public Library 
and is free and open to 
the public. Books will be 
available for purchase 
and signing. Light re-
freshments provided fol-
lowing the program.

Meet the author 
at the library

Read the news

Mama was my 
greatest teacher, a 
teacher of compas-
sion, love and fear-
lessness. 

If love is sweet as a 
flower, then my 
mother is that sweet 
flower of love. 

— Stevie Wonder



The City of Ocala will 
host the first of several 
Town Hall meetings 
Monday, May 14 at 6 
p.m. at the Lillian Bry-
ant Community Center 
located at 2200 NW 17th 

Pl.
At this meeting, resi-

dents will have an op-
portunity to ask 
questions and engage 
with Ocala Mayor Kent 
Guinn and City Council 

President Matt Wardell 
on a variety of topics in-
cluding current proj-
ects, public safety and 
the vision for Ocala’s fu-

ture. Residents are en-
couraged to attend and 
participate in the con-
versation. This meeting 
is free and open to the 

public. 
Information regarding 

upcoming Town Hall 
meetings will be an-
nounced in the coming 

weeks.
For more information, 

please contact the City 
Manager’s Office at 352-
401-3977
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To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm

Deadline Friday 4pm

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

Today’s
New Ads

Sofa Recliner
Lazy Boy - MUST SELL

Like new Floral
pattern w/ 4 controls 

on ea. side. Orig. 
$2800, asking $1500

352 342 9338

YOU/WE PICK
Peaches/Blueberri

es

� (352) 457-3028
�

6 mi. S. of Wildwood 
on Hwy. 301

“Like” Shady Brook 
Peaches on FB

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

West Marion 
Messenger
Classifieds 

Get Results!

� � � � � � �

TAKE THE NEXT 
STEP IN YOUR 

CAREER!

Centurion of FL
has

 Director of Nursing
(RN) & Health

Services
Administrator

positions available 
at our Ocala  FL 

Dept. of
Corrections
locations.
FT/PT/PRN,

RN & LPN shifts also 
available!

Apply online at
www.mhm

careers.com
or contact Katie H. 
at 703-245-9047

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

LAMP
Tiffany Style Brass Slag 

Glass Lamp.
Art Nouveau. $99 

352-513-5777

DUDLEY’S
� TUES. 5/8  8AM
OPEN AIR Furn., 
tools, hsehold ++

� THURS  5/10 4 PM
Costume Jewelry
Gen. Auction   5

PM
Quality furn., art,

jewelry + 2 jet skis...
dudleysauction.co

m
352-637-9588

4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 
Ab1667 10% bp

Sofa Recliner
Lazy Boy - MUST SELL

Like new Floral
pattern w/ 4 controls 

on ea. side. Orig. 
$2800, asking $1500

352 342 9338

RENTALS AVAILABLE 
55+ Community
Short and Long

Term

Ocala Palms
Realty Corp

352-732-5000

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 
children under the age 

of 18  living with
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free tele-

phone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS

Up to $1,000. &
MORE

� (352) 342-7037 �

ALL INCLUSIVE

HOME REPAIR

*30YRS EXP. as a 
Lisc. & Ins. Con-

tractor. Retired for 
6yrs. Started back 

in 2015.

MOLD REMOVAL 
WATER DAMAGE 

SPECIALIST!

•Kitchens & Baths
•Custom walk-in

showers
•Int. & Ext.
Painting
•Plumb & Electric
•Shingle & Metal

Roofing
•Flooring / Tile 
•Concrete Slabs

Call Scott @
(352) 232-8385

Bryan Brothers
Pressure

Cleaning, LLC
Professional Pressure 

Cleaning
Services  Free

Estimates
Residential/

Commercial Lic/Ins.
352-486-1141

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE
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 Swinson Chiropractic Swinson Chiropractic
 & Total Health Center & Total Health Center

 Open M-F, Sat. by Appt
 Medicare and most insurance accepted

 Dr. D. L. Swinson
 Chiropractic Physician
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 • Neck & Back Pain
 • Shoulder & Arm Pain
 • Pinched Nerves/
   Numbness
 • Migraines/Headaches

 • Neck & Back Pain • Neck & Back Pain
 • Shoulder & Arm Pain • Shoulder & Arm Pain
 • Pinched Nerves/ • Pinched Nerves/
   Numbness   Numbness
 • Migraines/Headaches • Migraines/Headaches

 • Low Back & Leg Pain
 • Disc Problems
 • Joint Pain
 • Dizziness
 • Auto Injuries

 • Low Back & Leg Pain • Low Back & Leg Pain
 • Disc Problems • Disc Problems
 • Joint Pain • Joint Pain
 • Dizziness • Dizziness
 • Auto Injuries • Auto Injuries

 *Massage Therapy Available  -  MM13191

 *Decompression Therapy Available

 In Pain?
 We Will See You Today!

 School & Sports Physicals 

 Exam & X-Ray for only $29.95  Exam & X-Ray for only $29.95 
  $110 value   $110 value 

 YOUR EVALUATION INCLUDES : Consultation with the Doctor, Complete 
 examination, X-Rays (if necessary), Report of all the Doctor’s findings

 (OUR NO RISK POLICY) The patient & any person responsible for payments, has a right to refuse to pay , cancel payment or 
 be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a re sult of & within 72 hours 

 of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service examination  or treatment. NP only.
 Not valid for PI or WC. May not be applied toward existing accounts.

 Must present at first visit

 840-0444 840-0444
 Located on SR 200, 2 miles west of I-75, directly

  across from Publix, Heath Brook Commons
 Located on SR 200, 2 miles west of I-75, directly Located on SR 200, 2 miles west of I-75, directly

  across from Publix, Heath Brook Commons  across from Publix, Heath Brook Commons

 swinsonchiropracticcenter.com
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 5010 SW College Rd.
 Ocala

 1.7 miles west of I-75

 352-237-5741

 SUNDAY WORSHIP
 9:30 AM & 11 AM

 SPANISH WORSHIP
 10:30 AM

 WEDNESDAYS - 6:30 PM
 FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

 Find out more at
 www.collegeroad.org

 Dr. Alan Cotney

 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES
 Sunday School

 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service
 10:30 am

 P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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Dealing with Tuesday, the worst day of the week
The worst day of the week for me is 

Monday. That means that I’m starting 
a new week and usually I have to start 
from scratch.

It was Tuesday morning and I was a 
little down, drinking my coffee rather 
slowly and the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage looked at me and said 
quite sternly, “What’s wrong with 
you?”

It is a simple question and deserves 
a simple answer.

Tuesday is not really Monday, which 
is a little better. However, Tuesday is 
not Wednesday either. Tuesday is a 
very slow day in my week and, do not 
quote me here, but I think there are at 
least 30 hours on Tuesday.

No matter what I do on Tuesday, it 
has nothing whatsoever to do with get-
ting me to the weekend. Not only is 
this the slowest day of the week, but it 
is the least productive.

If I do not do very much on Monday, 
I can always blame the fact that it’s 
Monday and I am just getting started. 
Tuesday I can’t say that. Monday 

should prepare me for Tuesday and 
Tuesday should be the most produc-
tive day of my week. Either, I’m not 
using Monday as I should or, Tuesday 
is just a bad day for me.

“I can get more done on Tuesday 
than any day of the week,” she 
boasted.

She is the most talented multitasker 
I have ever known. She can handle up 
to a dozen projects simultaneously. 
Get her going, and she does not know 
how to stop.

On Monday, I can say I worked hard 
over the weekend and deserve to take 
a little bit of a rest. Nobody would 
worry about that not even my wife.

But Tuesday? There is no excuse I 
have ever made that justifies not 
doing something on a Tuesday, I know 
because I have tried everyone on my 
wife.

It could be that as you get older your 
brain does not function as much as 
when you were younger. I wonder if 
that is a good excuse?

“Oh,” I could say to my wife, “I’m 

getting older now and my brain 
doesn’t function as it once did. I got to 
slow down a little bit.”

She could look at me and say, “Your 
brain never functioned as long as I’ve 
known you. It has nothing whatsoever 
to do with how old you are. It has ev-
erything to do with a nonfunctioning 
brain.”

I have a lot of guilt on a Tuesday. I 
should be doing things, but I just can-
not get the focus on what I should be 
doing. I’m looking down the week and 
I vaguely see Saturday approaching.

At least on Wednesday the week is 
half over. Monday means a new week 
has started, but Tuesday does not 
mean anything.

I was sitting in my chair drinking 
some coffee when my wife comes up 
and saw me and asked me, “Do you 
have anything to do?”

Since my brain functioning was lim-
ited because of my age, I quickly re-
sponded, “No.”

Before I realized what I had said, I 
was in deep trouble. My wife said, 

“Good, you can help me with some 
chores today.”

As she led me to the garage, I 
thought of the Scripture, “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor de-
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in 
the grave, whither thou goest” (Eccle-
siastes 9:10).

The weekend cannot come soon 
enough for me!

The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor 
of the Family of God Fellowship, 1471 
Pine Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He lives 
with his wife, Martha, in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him at 352-687-
4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. 
The church web site is www.whatafel-
lowship.com.

Out to Pastor
Rev.James Snyder

holiday, but rather a 
day to celebrate Mexi-
can heritage, freedom, 
and liberty; it’s also a 
good excuse to enjoy 
some good Mexican food 
and a Margarita. 

Mother’s Day is Sun-
day, May 13th. What a 
wonderful time to 
honor our mothers who 
are still with us, or 
spend time remember-
ing those who have 
passed away. You are 
truly blessed if you still 
have your Mother. Do 
you know why we cele-
brate this day?  In 1912, 
West Virginia was the 
first state to officially 
adopt Mother’s Day as 
a day to honor all moth-
ers. Then in 1914, Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson 

signed a Joint Congres-
sional resolution estab-
lishing a national 
Mother’s Day. Anna Jar-
vis is credited with the 
success of designating a 
day to honor all moth-
ers. Ironically, she 
never had children of 
her own. She often ex-
pressed dismay over 
the commercialization 
of the day. She once 
said, “I wanted it to be 
a day of sentiment, not 
profit”. Today, many na-
tions around the world 
celebrate Mother’s Day 
– they followed our tra-
dition. A group of sec-
ond grade students 
were asked what ingre-
dients are used to make 
a “mother” – one child 
answered, “God makes 

mothers out of clouds 
and angel hair and ev-
erything nice in the 
world and one dab of 
mean”. I think we could 
all agree with this an-
swer.

Reminder: The QM 
Derby is May 18th. Tick-
ets must be purchased 
by May 15th. Contact 
Judi Hargraves or Grace 
Maguire for tickets – no 
tickets will be available 
at the door.

I wish to express my 
“thanks” to Jim Clark 
who is retiring from The 
Messenger, for his years 
as editor of this excel-
lent newspaper. We will 
miss your editorials. It 
was a pleasure working 
with you.

QUAIL
Continued from Page A2

Marion Stormwater Photo 
Contest deadline is May 25

Marion County: 
Enter the 15th annual 
Stormwater calendar 
photo contest

Deadline for entries 
is May 25.

The office of the 
County Engineer’s 
Stormwater Manage-
ment section reminds 
residents of the 15th 
annual Stormwater 
calendar photo con-
test. The calendar’s 
theme is “The Color of 
Water” and will show-
case Marion County’s 
beautiful water re-
sources using photos 
with water as a domi-
nant feature.

All photos must have 
been taken in Marion 

County and must de-
pict images associated 
with this year’s theme. 
Images must be sub-
mitted via email or CD. 
Submissions should in-
clude the photogra-
pher’s name, contact 
information, location 
of photo, and a brief 
description of each 
photo submitted (for 
example “shoreline at 
Lake Weir”). A maxi-
mum of two entries al-
lowed per person.

Photo quality and 
resolution must meet 
size, design and pub-
lishing standards (a 
minimum of 300 dots 
per inch, or dpi). By 
submitting a photo-

graph, photographers 
give Marion County the 
right to use the images 
in any future print, 
broadcast or digital 
media.

Entries are due by 5 
p.m. Friday, May 25, 
and may be emailed to 
stormwater@marion-
countyfl.org or deliv-
ered to Zach 
Rountree at the Office 
of the County Engi-
neer, 412 SE 25th Ave., 
Ocala, FL 34471. Win-
ning selections will be 
chosen by stormwater 
staff in June and pub-
lished in the 
2019 stormwater calen-
dar. For more informa-
tion, call 352-671-8686.

City to host town meeting to discuss vision for the future

a special interest, talent or skill you’d like to de-
velop? Could you make the world a little better be-
cause you’re here? Can you do something kind for 
others? Carve your place in your world? Can you 
take time for fun, adventure, discovery, and self-de-
velopment? I’d say that the best way to predict the 
future is to take hold of the reins, and build that best 
future you can for yourself.

Dream. Fantasize. Use your imagination. What are 
the best things in life you’ve enjoyed so far? Do you 
have hopes or ideas you’d like to steer your life to-
wards? Set some personal goals, and lay some plans 
on your calendar. Life is almost unlimited possibili-
ties. Make it the good life that you deserve!

By Bob Denny, Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
(retired) Please address your comments to bob.
denny8@gmail.com., or phone 386 454 4950.

DENNY
Continued from Page A8

fits. We don’t see a lot of over-
lap there, and we wager you 
don’t either.

However, one of the sections 
of proposal P6003 is interesting 
— it would require the Legisla-
ture to provide for the promo-
tion of civic literacy in public 
education. 

Actually, we think civic liter-
acy should be required of ev-

eryone, and particularly those 
in state-level positions. But we 
don’t think the Constitution 
should be amended to provide 
for it.

Here are the takeaways: 
First, if a proposal does not 
speak to the basic governing of 
the state, the structure and 
function of Florida’s govern-
ment, and the basic law of the 

state, it should not be consid-
ered for inclusion in the Consti-
tution. Second, any proposal to 
amend the Florida Constitution 
— even those offered by the 
CRC —should be considered on 
its own and not bundled.

When you vote in November, 
anticipate a lengthy and confus-
ing ballot. Just say no.

CRC
Continued from Page A8
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 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
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 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
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 Expires 5/31/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35

 00
0T

JN
E

 00
0T

JN
E

 $ 995 $ 995 $ 995

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 F REE  G ARAGE
 S CREEN  D OOR

 C HECK -U P

 F REE  G ARAGE
 S CREEN  D OOR

 C HECK -U P

 CRC058138

 00
0S

Q
X

6

 352  362-5277

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR
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 *Installation may vary.

 C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS C ALL  F OR  D ETAILS

 Rescreen Your Doors to
 Make Them Look New Again!

 00
0T

C
D

H

 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service
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 HANDYMAN

 • Home Maintenance/
 Repair

 • Lawn & Garden
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc....

 Weekend Warrior
 Contact  Wayne Green
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 Your Chores”
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Happenings
Friday, May 11
Tribute to John Denver
On Friday, May 11, at 7:30 p.m., Ted Vigil returns 

to the Reilly Arts Center for a special tribute to John 
Denver. Tickets start at $10. The Reilly Arts Center 
is at 500 NE 9th St., Ocala. 

Tickets can be purchased at www.ReillyArtsCen-
ter.com, or by calling the box office at (352) 351-1606 
during box office hours. Tickets can also be pur-
chased in person at the Reilly Arts Center box of-
fice. Box office hours are Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Group rates are available for 
this show.

Ted performs all of John Denver’s greatest hits in-
cluding Take Me Home Country Roads, Leaving on 
a Jet Plane, and Rocky Mountain High.

What lives in Sholom Park

What lives at Sholom Park? Join us for an over-
view of animal life, Florida-friendly plants of spe-
cial interest and time to discuss items such as 
Spanish moss and other popular items. Enjoy Q&A 
with Maxine Hunter from the University of Florida/
Institute of Food and Animal Sciences May 11 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the pavilion. The park is lo-
cated at 7110 SW 80th Ave,, 34481. For more infor-
mation, please call 352-873-0848, ext. 7650, or email 
info@sholompark.org. Visit the park on the internet 
at www.sholompark.org

Saturday, May 12
Ocala 200 Lions Club Flea Market and Diabetic 

Screening
 
The Ocala 200 Lions Club will be holding a Flea 

Market May 12 from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bank 
of the Ozarks - 8375 SW Highway 200, Ocala.  There 
will be a variety of vendors on hand as well as food 
available for sale by the Dunnellon Lions Club.  The 
Ocala 200 Club will also be holding a diabetic 
screening during those hours.  You are invited to 
join us for our fundraising event and flea market 

sales as well as the diabetic screening.  As always, 
all proceeds generated by the Lions Clubs will be 
used for community projects throughout the year.  
Rain Date: May 19.  For more information call: 352-
861-2730.

Countryside Annual Picnic

Countryside Presbyterian Church will hold its An-
nual Picnic Saturday, May 12, at noon at Silver 
Springs State Park. Lunch will consist of hamburg-
ers hot dogs, potato salad, coleslaw, rolls, bottled 
water, ice tea and dessert. 

Admission to the park is $8 per vehicle. For infor-
mation, please call the church office at 352-237-4633.

Letter carriers food drive
On Saturday, May 12 letter carriers throughout 

Marion County will participate in the 26th annual 
National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) Na-
tional Food Drive to “Stamp Out Hunger.”

This annual effort has become the largest one-day 
food drive in the nation’s history, resulting in more 
than a half billion pounds of food to local food 
banks, pantries and shelters in all 50 states. Last 
year in Marion County, 113,243 pounds of nonperish-
able food was collected and donated to Interfaith 
Emergency Services for distribution to the Salva-
tion Army, Brothers Keeper, St. Theresa’s Catholic 
Church, the Help Agency of the Forest and other 
local food banks. The Ocala Post Office was ranked 
first in the nation in their union member category 
for the ninth year for the community’s outstanding 
effort in supporting this program. In Marion County 
alone, more than 1.9 million pounds of food has 
been collected. 

Postal customers are asked to hang a food dona-
tion on their mailbox before their letter carrier de-
livers the mail on Saturday, May 12, and the carrier 
will do the rest. Collection barrels will also be set 
up at all Post Office branches to accommodate those 
with Post Office Boxes.

For individuals interested in volunteering for the 
collection and unloading/loading, please call Tina 
Reid at 629-8868 ext.210. Service hours for high 

school students are available. 
United Way of Marion County, Interfaith Emer-

gency Services, USPS, the National Rural Letter 
Carriers Association, United Food and Commercial 
Workers Union and AFL-CIO have partnered with 
the NALC to help stamp out hunger. 

Breakfast at Ocala West

Ocala West UMC’s community wide breakfast pre-
pared by the men’s fellowship will be held from 
7:30-9:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 12 and is only $6 for 
all you care to eat.

A varied selection awaits everyone ham, sausage, 
scrambled eggs, French toast, waffles, pancakes, 
corned beef hash, biscuits and gravy, fruit cup, juice 
and coffee. Breakfast proceeds benefit the many 
charities supported by the OWUMC men’s fellow-
ship.

Ocala West United Methodist Church, 9330 SW 
105th St., Ocala (352) 854-9550.

Discovery Center exhibit

The Discovery Center’s newest exhibit, Tropical 
Odyssey, will open to the public Saturday, May 12 
and will be on display through Saturday, July 28 at 
the Discovery Center, 701 NE Sanchez Ave.

Tropical Odyssey is an interactive maze and ex-
hibit, educating guests on butterfly farming and con-
servation efforts in the rainforest. This exhibit will 
also feature a butterfly zipline, a life-size spider 
web for children to play on, a giant walk-through 
caterpillar, interactive cocoons and more.

A special grand opening event will be held Satur-
day, May 12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will feature a 
live butterfly release, face painting, refreshments 
and more. Guided tours of the exhibit will take 
place at 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. Admission 
to this event is $6 per person or $20 for a family of 
four.

The exhibit is open Tuesdays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

See HAPPENINGS on Page A5

ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19) Although you 
might prefer moving for-
ward at a steady pace, it 
might be a good idea to 
stop and reassess your 
plans. You could find a 
good reason to make a 
change at this time.

TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20) Just when you 
thought you had every-
thing planned to the 
smallest detail, you get 
some news that could 
unsettle things. But a 
timely explanation helps 
put it all back on track.

GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20) Home and work 
continue to compete for 
your attention. But you 
handle it well by giving 
each its proper due. 
Someone you trust offers 
valuable advice. Listen 
to it.

CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22) Unsettling news 
creates a difficult but not 
impossible situation. 
Continue to follow your 
planned routine, but 
keep your mind open to 
a possible change down 
the line.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22) Lick your wounded 
pride if you like, but it’s 
a better idea to find out 
why your suggestions 
were rejected. What you 
learn could help you 
deal with an upcoming 
situation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22) Feeling a bit 
listless? No wonder. You 
might be pushing too 
hard to finish everything 
on your to-do list. Cutting 
it down could help get 
your energy levels up.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.  
22) Taking time out of 
your busy schedule might 
be the best way to handle 
that sensitive private 
matter. It will help reas-
sure everyone involved 
about your priorities.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21) Insist on full dis-
closure by all parties be-
fore agreeing to be part 
of a “great deal.” What 
you learn should help 
you decide whether to go 
with it or not.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22 to Dec. 21) Your deci-
sion to protect the secret 
that was entrusted to you 
might irk some people. 
But it also wins you the 
admiration of those who 
value trust and loyalty.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19) Creative activ-
ities take on a practical 
approach as you realize 
you might be able to mar-
ket your work. Ask for 
advice from someone ex-
perienced in this area.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18) If  you’re sud-
denly a bit unsure about 
your decision, ask 
trusted colleagues and/or 
friends or family mem-
bers for suggestions that 
could help resolve your 
doubts.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20) A workplace 
situation could get tormy.

But stay on course 
until there’s a solution 
that meets with every-
one’s approval, and 
things can finally calm 
down.



Justify won the 144th Kentucky 
Derby at Churchill Downs in Louis-
ville Saturday on the muddiest track 
in the history of the race. I watched 
on TV as the 3-year-old bested the 
field of 20 horses. When it was over, 
the winner did not have a speck of 
mud on him. 

My stated goal today is to prove I 
know nothing about horse racing, and 
I will show it if you continue read-
ing. In fact, my knowledge of horses is 
small; my daddy raised Shetlands. In 
the 1950s, he owned 100 of them. His 
prize was a stud named, Ivan some-
thing, something, something. 

I remember writing his full name 
on sheets of paper torn from my Big 
Chief notebook, taping them together 
end to end. His registered name was 
longer than the little stallion was 
high. Of course, I was in the first 
grade then and printed in huge let-
ters, but Ivan had a long name (that is 
a lie.) Out of all those little ponies, 
the only ones I remember are Penny, 
Molly, her foal Polly, sired by Ivan 
(That is the truth.)

The $500 paid for Ivan pales com-
pared to the million-dollar thorough-
breds in the Kentucky Derby. 
However, daddy loved his little po-
nies, and it nearly broke his heart 
when the bottom fell out of the mar-
ket, and he was forced to sell them at 
auction for a little bit of nothing, a 
far-cry from the estimated $2 million 
payouts for the top five Derby win-
ners. Justify won an estimated $1.24 
million as the winner. Good Magic 
earned $400,000 for second-place and 
Audible, who came in third, won 
$200,000. Instilled Regard took home 
$100,000 for fourth place and My Boy 

Jack came in fifth and took away 
$60,000.

Of the 20 horses in the field Satur-
day, I understand that 12 of them had 
connections to Marion County. I 
would have thought the odds would 
favor Marion County, but Audible 
was the top finisher of those with 
local ties. 

Justify’s win was historic for an-
other reason: he was the first 3-year-
old to win the Derby without running 
a race as a 2-year-old. His maiden 
race was Feb. 18, which makes him 
the first horse since Apollo did it in 
1882. They talked about Justify 
breaking a 136-year-old curse. Lift-
ing an evil boils down to the jocky 
and horse having talent, de-
sire, skill and good fortune.

I hope Justify does not turn out 
like Johnny Manziel. He too, enjoyed 
success at an early age, then let it all 
go to his head and has done nothing 
since leaving Texas A&M for the Na-
tional Football League. That is not 
likely to happen to Justify because 
he has more “horse sense” than 
Johnny Football. That is not likely of 
because the horse has a better sup-
port sytem to keep him focused on 
the other two legs of the Triple 
Crown. 

I hope I met my goal and proved to 
all of you that I know absolutely 
nothing about horse racing. 
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 352-840-0333
 Email:  Laura@LauraKaneTravel.com

 www.LauraKaneTravel.com

 Locally Owned

 Call for our newsletter

 *************************************************************************

 *************************************************************************

 *Includes deluxe motor coach, 3 nights hotel, two meal vouchers, 
 $55 in freeplay,  with extra two casino visits optional.

 Biloxi Ca$ino Tour

 Gratuity for  driver & hostess  included!

 Pick Up at Cracker Barrel on Hwy. 200

 JuLY 16-19
 Beau Rivage  $249   pp/dbl

 D AY  T RIPS  & M ORE :
 5/31  Honky Tonk Angels / Winter Park Playhouse . . . . . . . . $99
 6/05  Starlite Luncheon Cruise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $95
 6/14  Savannah Sipping Society / Early Bird Theatre . . . . $89
 8/22  Mystery Day Trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99
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Dunnellon, FL 34432; or e-mail
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W E S T M A R I O N

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the

opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not neces-

sarily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to

the editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 352-854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community

name, including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be
printed; phone numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good
taste. Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed
on a space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per
month. The deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters by e-mail to editor@westmarionmessenger.com.

Guest columnOur view

Constitutional 
revisions were 

mishandled

David Davis
Editor

This week, I hope to prove I 
know nothing of horseracing

ISSUE: Glut of ballot proposals from 
the Constitution Revision Commission

OUR OPINION: Just say no to all of 
them.

Florida is unusual in lots of ways, 
but one way that’s particularly rele-
vant right now is our openness to 
amending the state’s Constitution. 
Proposals to alter the Constitution — 
Florida’s basic governing document — 
can be placed on the ballot by 
legislative action, citizen initiative, or 
the Constitution Revision Commission 
(CRC), among other alternatives.

The CRC was established with the 
1968 revision of the Florida Constitu-
tion. Meeting every 20 years, the CRC 
is charged with reviewing the Consti-
tution and proposing changes for voter 
consideration.

The current CRC’s 37 members have 
been trooping around the state, hold-
ing hearings and gathering input. The 
commission has now put forth eight 
proposals to be placed on the Novem-
ber ballot. To pass, an amendment 
must be approved by at least 60 per-
cent of the vote.

That’s the civics lesson. Here’s the 
reality of what’s happening.

Those eight proposals being offered 
by the CRC would make nearly two 
dozen changes to state law. The CRC 
has done what’s called “bundling” — 
combining multiple items into one 
proposal. The CRC is allowed to do 
that, although citizen initiatives must 
be certified as single-subject by the 
state Supreme Court before being al-
lowed on the ballot.

Voters should view this bundling as 
a devious effort to hide political agen-
das. For something as serious as 
amending the state’s basic governing 
document, voters should be given the 
opportunity to evaluate each proposal 
on its own.

Some CRC members have actually 
defended the practice of bundling, 
saying each proposal has a common 
theme. 

They’ve done it with straight faces, 
too. They should be ashamed.

For example, the proposal P6004 
would amend the Constitution to pro-
hibit oil and gas drilling in coastal wa-
ters, AND it would prohibit vaping in 
enclosed indoor workplaces. Offshore 
drilling and indoor vaping share a 
theme? Really?

And then there’s P6002, which 
deals with university boards of 
trustees, the state college system, 
and the rights of certain first re-
sponders’ survivors to death bene-

Best part 
of today

BY BOB DENNY

What will be the best part of your 
day?

I’ll bet that I can guess what will be 
the best thing that happens to you 
today. What do you think it will be? 
Can you ever know what will be the 
best part of your day? How much of 
the future can we see? How can I pos-
sibly know more about what your fu-
ture will bring than you think you 
know? Well, my answer: The best part 
of your day is the almost unlimited 
opportunities, right there in front of 
you, in every moment of your life. The 
trick is to recognize them, and use 
them to make your life what it can be!

Nobody has a perfect life. I wasn’t a 
very happy child. But I saw other 
kids, and other families, that were 
happy. I realized that happiness is 
possible. I studied psychology, read 
positive thinking books, had some 
counseling, made friends, and im-
proved my life. One day, I passed a 
youth counseling center, and realized 
that having traveled a path from lone-
liness and sadness to self-develop-
ment and a better life for myself, I 
could help others. I began a 15-year 
career counseling with troubled teen-
agers. Then I found an opportunity to 
teach college psychology, to help oth-
ers learn how to build better, happier 
lives for themselves, for 10 years. I re-
alized that I could reach even more 
folks by writing my book on “Happi-
ness is Looking for You!” Life pro-
vided the opportunities, and they 
were there for me to use. 

When you really think about it, you 
may find that you have almost unlim-
ited opportunities. They’re every-
where. But if you don’t spot them, or 
recognize them for what you could do 
with them, then they’re gone. How 
many wonderful opportunities slip by 
us each day, without our even seeing 
the possibilities? What are a few op-
portunities life is bringing to you? Go 
“opportunity hunting!” Step outside 
and enjoy the day. Take a walk. Call a 
friend. Take up a hobby or an interest 
you’d like to develop. Spend more 
time with friends. Share interests and 
ideas. A group gathering or festival? 
Try sketching. What about a sport 
you’re interested in? Read a book, 
newspaper, magazine.

If opportunities abound for you to 
make a better, happier, more mean-
ingful life for yourself are spotted, 
recognized, and put to use, then your 
life can be better than you ever imag-
ined. Life gives us chances, opportu-
nities, and possibilities. But as with 
all things in life, it’s not so much what 
happens to you, but what you do with 
it. Every moment of your life is filled 
with branches in that life path, and 
they offer you opportunities to make 
the most of what you’ve got to work 
with. What’s the best way to predict 
your future? Decide what you want, 
and build that future you want. And 
what do you really want? What is your 
life about? What’s your purpose? 
What are your special gifts to offer 
the world? Would you like to have the 
best life you can, to make the most of 
what you’ve got to work with? Is there 

See DENNY on Page A10

See CRC on Page A10

Sunday, May 13
Concert at Countryside

Award-winning students from the 
Capitano Music Studio, Aleigh Pa-
pagno and Johnny Couch, will present 
a concert at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 13, 
at the Countryside Presbyterian 
Church. 7768 SW Highway 200, Ocala. 
Classics will include piano and cello 
compositions from Bach, Mozart, Bee-
thoven, Faure, Chopin, Copland, as 
well as an original arrangement from 
“The Firebird” by Johnny Couch that 
will be performed by The Ocala SDA 
Church Wind and String Ensemble. 
GayLyn Capitano will accompany on 
several selections. Free concert. 352-
237-4633.    

Congregation Beth Israel of Ocala

Come celebrate Mother’s Day with 
Congregation Beth Israel of Ocala as 
we honor that very important woman 
in our lives. Bring your mother, grand-
mother or friends on Sunday, May 13 
at 12:30 p.m. to the Candler Commu-
nity Center at OTOW. We will be serv-
ing a delicious lunch buffet of bagels, 
cream cheese, whitefish, egg and tuna 

salad, veggies, beverages and desserts. 
In addition there will be musical en-
tertainment provided by our talented 
trio of Judys as well as stories, comedy 
and a special Mother’s Day bingo! The 
public is invited to attend. The cost is 
$18 per person and part of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to Kimberly 
Center. For reservations contact Bri-
ana @ 352.854-2747 or Lois @353.291-
1308.

Congregation Beth Israel of Ocala is 
a progressive, liberal and inclusive 
Jewish community serving Ocala for 
almost a decade.

Christ’s Church

If you are looking for a church home 
where Christ is first, you won’t want to 
miss the services at Christ’s Church of 
Marion County this week.  On Sunday, 
May 13, our worship service will open 
with special music by our Worship 
Choir and a message of inspiration by 
Pastor David Bellows.  During the ser-
vice we will honor all women present 
as we celebrate Mother’s Day.

 Pastor Ray Westman leads a Small 
Group on Wednesday afternoon at 
4:00 p.m..  The group meets in the 
Chapel of our main building and takes 

an in-depth look at the Sunday morn-
ing message with a video message 
from Pastor David Bellows.  

 Christ’s Church of Marion County is 
located at 6768 SW 80th Street – just 
off State Road 200.  For more informa-
tion on all our events or for directions 
visit our website at www.ccomc.org or 
contact the church office at (352) 861-
6182. 

Monday, May 14
Ocala town hall meeting

The City of Ocala will host the first 
of several Town Hall meetings Mon-
day, May 14, at 6 p.m., at the Lillian 
Bryant Community Center located at 
2200 NW 17th Pl.

At this meeting, residents will have 
an opportunity to ask questions and 
engage with Ocala Mayor Kent Guinn 
and City Council President Matt 
Wardell on a variety of topics includ-
ing current projects, public safety and 
the vision for Ocala’s future. Resi-
dents are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the conversation. This 
meeting is free and open to the public. 

Information regarding upcoming 
Town Hall meetings will be an-

nounced in the coming weeks.
For more information, please con-

tact the City Manager’s Office at 352-
401-3977.

Tuesday, May 15 
Dementia Workshop

Learn the legal, financial and medi-
cal “ins and outs” caregivers need to 
know. Identify up to fifty essential 
documents, find helpers, discover fi-
nancial resources, and learn the steps 
to take now to meet the coming chal-
lenges of a dementia patient and their 
family. The workshop and materials 
are FREE but space is limited so be 
sure to register ASAP by email to 
markcroftocala@gmail.com or call 
352-861-8788 Mark Croft. The Work-
shop is May 15, 6 P.m. to 7:30 P.m. at 
Freedom Library 5870 SW 95th St, 
Ocala, FL 34476. The workshop seeks 
to educate and link caregivers to re-
sources thereby reducing the stress 
and enhancing the skills of caregivers. 
All questions are welcome. No per-
sonal information is solicited.

See HONOR, Page A7
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Thur., May 17
Honor Marion Coun-

ty’s fallen officers

On May 17, Marion 
County residents will 
have an opportunity to 
honor local heroes who 
have made the ultimate 
sacrifice.

County leaders and 
staff will join represen-
tatives from various 
local agencies and resi-
dents for the annual 
Fallen Officer Memorial 
ceremony at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 17, at the 
McPherson Governmen-
tal Complex, 601 SE 25th 
Ave., Ocala.

The ceremony will in-
clude remarks from 
local law enforcement 
leaders, a flyover by air 
units representing mul-
tiple agencies, and a 21-
gun salute. 
Representatives from 
all local law enforce-
ment agencies will have 
various roles at the 
event. All residents are 
welcome to attend.

For more information, 
contact Marion County 
Sheriff ’s Office Public 
Information Director 
Paul Bloom, at 352-368-
3527.

Sat., May 19
Use of drones discus-

sion

 Saturday, May 19 at 2 
p.m., “Drones, the good, 
the bad and the ugly” an 
event about the use of 
drones around the 
world.

First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 
7171 SW State Road 200, 
Ocala. For more infor-
mation call (352)368-
9927.

Crossroads Church 
cookout

Our Senior’s ministry 
will be hosting a cookout 
Saturday, May 19, at 6:30 

p.m.  Meat will be pro-
vided.  Please bring a 
desert to share. 

Christ’s Church

If you are looking for a 
church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the ser-
vices at Christ’s Church 
of Marion County this 
week.  On Sunday, May 
20, our worship service 
will open with special 
music by our Worship 
Choir and a message of 
inspiration by Pastor 
David Bellows.  

Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is lo-
cated at 6768 SW 80th 
Street off State Road 
200. For more informa-
tion on all our events or 
for directions visit our 
website at www.ccomc.
org or contact the 
church office at 352-861-
6182. 

Sun., May 20
A History of the Dixie 

Highway

 The Marion County 
Museum of History and 
Archaeology presents a 
program Sunday, May 
20, at 2 p.m. at Green 
Clover Hall 319 SE 26th 
Ter, McPherson Govern-
mental Complex prop-
erty, 307 SE 26th Ter, 
Ocala, FL 34471. Follow-
ing will be a reception 
with refreshments and 
tours at the museum. 

Mon., May 21

Legion post to meet

American Legion, Post 
354, Ocala, monthly 
meeting, Monday May 
21, 12:45 – 2 p.m. at the 
Southwest Marion Sher-
iff ’s Office, Auxiliary 
Room , 9048 S.R. #200,  
in the Auxiliary Room, 
directly across from 
Martin’s Cars. Join us 
for coffee, cake and 
doughnuts. All branches 
of military newspapers 
will be available for at-
tendees.

Our guest speaker, 
Amy Richerson, will 
bring important infor-
mation about ‘Free Cap-
tion Phones for People 
with Hearing losses.

Also, a 50/50 drawing... 
and free drawings from 
our Local Merchant 
Gifts. 

Additional info: con-
tact Allen Jones; Phone/
Text (352) 817-0224 * E=-
mail: DrJones9000@
gmail.com.

Tue., May 22
Queen of Peace Movie 

Night

In addition to the free 
movie “Dunkirk,” enjoy 
fun, food and friends at 
Queen of Peace, Parish 
Hall, 6455 SW State Rd 
200, door opens at 12:30, 
movie starts promptly at 
12:45 p.m.

Intermission and light 
lunch at 1:30 p.m. Movie 
resumes at 2 p.m. 

Thur., May 24

Rainbow Springs Gar-
den Club

The Rainbow Springs 
Garden Club will meet 
the fourth Thursday, 
May 24, at 1 p.m. at the 
Dunnellon Masonic 
Lodge 136, 20751 Powell 
Road. Guest Speaker 
Laura Perdomo’s topic 
will be “African Violets – 
Everything you need to 
know to grow them.” 
With over a decade of 
experience and as in-
ventor of a patented 
self-watering wicking 
pot for African violets 
(and other house plants), 
Laura has much to 
share with us, including 
other unique and spe-
cialty plants that thrive 
indoors. She teaches 
classes at The Peacock 
Cottage, her plant shop 
in Ocala, and offers 
trouble-shooting service 
for her customers. We’re 
sure you will find much 
to interest you at the 
May meeting. 

Rainbow Springs Gar-
den Club is open to ev-
eryone in the 
surrounding areas. Visi-
tor fee is $5. Door prizes 
awarded; sign in to be 
included in the draw-
ings. (Parking, entrance, 

and handicapped ramp 
is behind the building.

Memorial Day, Viet-
nam Wall

Marion County Veter-
ans Services will host a 
four-day event, May 25 
to 28,  honoring fallen, 
missing, and imprisoned 
U.S. service members at 
Ocala/Marion County 
Veterans Memorial 
Park, 2601 SE Fort King 
St., Ocala, in observa-
tion of Memorial Day.

On May 24, a mobile 
Vietnam memorial wall 
will be transported 
through downtown 
Ocala, along with a mo-
torcycle escort, as it 
makes its way to the 
park for the 10 a.m. 
opening ceremony on 
May 25.

Each day, the public 
will have the opportu-
nity to appreciate differ-
ent military traditions 
and ceremonies. Veter-
ans Memorial Park will 
feature a variety of 
static displays, which in-
clude military vehicles 
and aircraft. Veterans 
Services has also coor-
dinated a flyover on Me-
morial Day, May 28.

Live music, food ven-

dors, and limited seat-
ing will be available 
during select portions of 
the event.

The memorial and 
other displays will be 
accessible to the public 
24-hours a day from May 
25 to 28. For further de-
tails and a complete 
event schedule, please 
contact Marion County 
Veterans Services at 
352-671-8422 or visit 
www.marioncountyFL.
org/VeteransServices. 

Fri., May 25
Crossroads Church 

Family Fun Night

We will have a “Fam-
ily Fun Night” Friday, 
May 25, from 5-9 p.m. We 
will have bounce 
houses, slides, volleyball 
and many other things 
for families of all ages.

Sat., May 26
Countryside at Timber 

Ridge
 
Countryside Presbyte-

rian Church provides 
Christian Ministry to 
residents of Timber-
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 SUNDAY: BEST BREAKFAST  &  LUNCH IN TOWN
 DOWN HOME COUNTRY BREAKFAST –  Served 6am-4pm  Mon.-Sat., 7am-3pm Sun.

                                                               FROM  3  EGG   SPECIALTY   OMELETTES   TO   DELICIOUS   PANCAKES   AND   BELGIAN   WAFFLES

 YOU TRIED THE REST,
 NOW TRY THE BEST!

 Prime Rib
 FOR TWO

 SLOW ROASTED  $ 26 95

 Former Owners of 
 Spiced Apple in Fort Lauderdale

 DINE-IN ONLY. CANNOT BE USED WITH 
 ANY OTHER COUPON. ONE COUPON FOR 
 UP TO FOUR PEOPLE. EXPIRES 6/9/18.

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
 Mon. thru Thurs. 6am-8pm 

 Fri. & Sat. 6am-9pm • Sun. 7am - 3pm

 Veggies, Salad or Soup, Cornbread

 7947 West Hwy. 40   237-1250
 Catering Available

 N.W. 80th Ave.

 N.W. 60th Ave.
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 SERVED EVERY DAY & NIGHT 11AM-CLOSE. ENGLISH CUT ONLY. LARGER CUTS ARE 
 AVAILABLE FOR AN UPCHARGE. CANNOT USE COUPON WITH THIS OFFER. DINE-IN ONLY.

 ENTREE 
 ONLY 

 SUNSET SPECIAL COUPON

 15% OFF
 Every Entree on Our Menu & Special Board 

 MON.-THURS. 
 4-8 PM

 CANNOT BE USED WITH ANY 
 OTHER COUPON.
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0T

M
M

M

 $ 15 95 S urf & Turf
 9 oz. Prime Rib
 & Our Famous
 Crab Cake

 Mother’s
 Day Special

 Includes Soup or Salad, and 
 Two Sides. Home Baked

 Mother’s Day Cake!

 12169 S. Williams St., Dunnellon •  (352) 465-1818

 Carmela’s
 (Not Just Italian)

 • Stuffed Baked 
 Grouper

 • Prime Rib
 • Roast Fresh Turkey 

 with all the fixins

 • Filet Mignon
 • Chicken Cordon Bleu

 Regular menu available 

 Open Mother’s Day 
 Reservations 12-6pm
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 Out on 
 the Town

 Enter to
 Win $25

 Restaurant
 Gift Card!

 To enter, visit www.westmarionmessenger.com/contest
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

HONOR
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will have an opportunity to honor local 
heroes who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice.

County leaders and staff will join 
representatives from various local 
agencies and residents for the annual 
Fallen Officer Memorial ceremony at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, May 17, at the 
McPherson Governmental Complex, 
601 SE 25th Ave., Ocala.

The ceremony will include remarks 
from local law enforcement leaders, a 
flyover by air units representing multi-
ple agencies, and a 21-gun salute. Rep-
resentatives from all local law 
enforcement agencies will have vari-
ous roles at the event. All residents are 
welcome to attend.

For more information, contact Mar-
ion County Sheriff ’s Office Public In-
formation Director Paul Bloom, at 
352-368-3527.

Saturday, May 19
Use of drones discussion

 Saturday, May 19 at 2 p.m., “Drones, 
the good, the bad and the ugly” an 
event about the use of drones around 

the world. First Congregational United 
Church of Christ, 7171 SW State Road 
200, Ocala. For more information call 
(352)368-9927.

Crossroads Church cookout
Our Senior’s ministry will be hosting 

a cookout Saturday, May 19, at 6:30 
p.m.  Meat will be provided.  Please 
bring a desert to share. 

Christ’s Church

If you are looking for a church home 
where Christ is first, you won’t want to 
miss the services at Christ’s Church of 
Marion County this week.  On Sunday, 
May 20, our worship service will open 
with special music by our Worship 
Choir and a message of inspiration by 
Pastor David Bellows. Christ’s Church 
of Marion County is located at 6768 SW 
80th Street off State Road 200. For 
more information on all our events or 
for directions visit our website at www.
ccomc.org or contact the church office 
at 352-861-6182. 
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 * SATELLITE TV * SATELLITE INTERNET * HDTV ANTENNAS *

 AREAS LARGEST SELECTION OF HDTV ANTENNAS

 $ 499 99  Installed Your Choice!

 WWW.HDGATOR.COM
 INTERNATIONAL SATELLITE & ANTENNA SERVICE 6160 SW Hwy 200 Ste 112, 3 Miles West of I-75 in the Jasmi ne Plaza

 Ask how to integrate with the Hopper to get Gainesville locals in Marion County
 (352) 237-3811

 HDTV ANTENNA SALE

 Includes Free Standard Installation with Antenna Amplifier, Up to 100 Feet 
 Solid Copper RG 6 Coax Cable, Bonded to Common Ground Per National

 Electric Code and connected to one TV or up to 4 TVs on a Pre-Wired Home.
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 ROBERT J. BRILL 
 M.D.

   Friday, May 11, 2018 ~ A7www.smcitizen.com

 HIRE THE 
 HEAVYWEIGHTS!

 DECCA REAL ESTATE   Lists & Sells more homes in  Oak Run  than the next 10 Challengers  COMBINED!

 REAL ESTATE CORPORATION
 352-854-8787 •  www.DeccaRealEstate.com

 000TKC8

 Steve Rudminas 
 875-8310

 strudmin2@cs.com
 DECCA Real Estate’s 

 Agent of the Year for 2017

 Audrey Magliocca 
 433-3399

 audrey@deccacable.com

 HELP!

 Listings needed....

 Help me 

 help YOU!!!

 Tina McCune 
 “Gets Results!”

 352-239-0010
 or

 813-363-0526

 TEAM #1

 Partners
 Pat & Charlie

 299-6688
 207-9588

 We are your “Oak Run Specialists”
 We Live, Work & Play Here!

 The Perfect Place to Live,
 the PERFECT Time to Buy!

 Marketing your Home Nationwide, 
 on the Internet, 

 where over 93% of buyers are looking!

 www.CharlieandPat.com
 patamc_oakrun@gmail.com

 Call Mercy today 
 for all your 

 real estate needs.

 Mercy Reyes-Rubin
 (305) 439-8406

 mercyrubinrealtor@gmail.com

 Honesty, Integrity, 
 and Knowledge 

 are the signature traits of
 MERCY.

 The Simpson Sales Team
 Peggy & Jim
 352-208-6554

 The Serago-Lane Team
 Lou Serago 804-0159
 Lois Lane 789-4516
 Visit our website at:

 homesforsaleocalafl.com

 THE GOTTFRIED GIRLS
 Shirley ~ 216-4655

 shirleysellsocala@gmail.com
 Tammi ~ 216-5741

 tammifrommiami1@gmail.com

 We’ve sold them all, we need MORE!!

 MLS# 531907 ~ 8370 SW 108th Loop
 SOLD & CLOSED in 60 days!

 MLS# 534585 ~ 8510 SW 108th Place Rd
 Listed & Sold in 14 days!

 MLS# 535333 ~ 10812 SW 81st Court Rd
 Listed & Sold in 2 Days!

 MLS# 528892 ~ 11597 SW 69th Circle
 Pending!

 MLS# 527190 ~ 10817 SW 91st Terrace
 Asking $110,000

 Needs some TLC only $76.82/SF 

 NEW TO THE MARKET!

 RARE 3-BEDROOM FIND!

 Augusta, 3/2/2, 1,752 SF. 
 Enclosed lanai PLUS Bird-caged 

 Courtyard. Open living room 
 and dining room. 

 KING Size Master Bath 
 with tub & step-in shower.
 Move in Ready TODAY!
 $168,800 MLS#534915

 Charleston 2/2/1.5. 
 Great kitchen with lots of cabinets. 

 King Size Master Bedroom with 
 walk-in closet and

  on-suite bath. 
 Roof 2008. AC 2015.

  $108,800 MLS#535146

 Lovely Tahiti on the golf course. 2/2/2 w/den 
 on 14th Fairway in Eagle’s Point. Soaring ceilings, 

 split bedrooms, spacious sitting area in master.
  $232,500 MLS#534935

 This 3/2/2 Augusta sits on Royal Oaks
  GC 1st tee. Home boasts soaring ceilings,

 wood laminate floors, screened lanai.
 $179,900 MLS#534516

 SPACIOUS DORAL GREAT ROOM

 LEXINGTON MODEL IN OAK RUN!

 Soaring cathedral ceilings. 2/2 + Den. 
 Split floor plan. New Roof April 2018! 

 Exterior painted April 2018! 
 Covered lanai with screens.

 $159,900 MLS#535284

 3/2/2, 1,557 SF living. 
 Large open kitchen w/breakfast nook. 

 Vinyl enclosed lanai. 
 New A/C 2014. Roof 2015. 

 Located on a quiet loop.
 $135,900 MLS#526090

 Formal Doral. Great location. 
 Ultra-clean. Close to main clubhouse. 

 Maintained lot.
 $174,900 MLS#532758

 LOTS OF PRIVACY IN BACK!  Happy Mother’s  Happy Mother’s 
 Day! Day!

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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