
VOLUME 12, NUMBER 2
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2018Puzzles

Page A9
Classifieds

Page A10

INDEX
Stone Creek................A2
Rev. Snyder.................A3
Fairfield Village..........A6
Quail Meadow............A12

Marion County unveiled three new  
fire engines which were purchased 
with the one-cent sales tax enacted by 
voters less than two years ago.

According to a county news release, 
it’s just one cent out of nearly every 
dollar spent in Marion County, but the 
funds collected through the county’s 
penny sales tax have already pur-
chased important equipment for first 
responders and improved roadways 
across the county.

“The addition of these new engines 
to our Marion County Fire Rescue 

fleet is a vital capital investment for 
the health, safety and welfare of 
county residents,” said Kathy Bryant, 
chairman of the Marion County Com-
mission. 

“Residents approved the penny 
sales tax to advance public safety and 
transportation infrastructure and this 
is Your Penny At Work!”

Some of the largest and most recent 
penny sales tax investments have ar-
rived and will ready to hit the streets 
to assist in public health, safety and 
welfare efforts in the next few weeks. 

The cost for the new engines was ap-
proximately $429,000 each, fully cov-
ered by the penny sales tax.

Since the voter-approved penny 
sales tax launched in January 2017, 
$37.6 million has been collected. The 
four-year tax is applied to most pur-
chases (some items, such as groceries, 
are exempt), and funds only public 
safety and transportation infrastruc-
ture and equipment, not salaries or 
recurring costs. Find updates and 
photos of the penny sales tax projects 
at www.MarionSalesTax.org.

The national average price for regu-
lar unleaded gasoline hit their highest 
price point of 2018 on Saturday at 
$2.663 per gallon. 

This average is a half cent more 
than last week, 13 cents more than a 
month ago, and 28 cents more than 
last year. 

Gas prices have edged higher this 
week following the Energy Informa-
tion Administration’s (EIA) latest 
weekly report that showed gasoline 
stocks dropped by 1.1 million barrels 
last week. 

Additionally, demand for gasoline 
continues to remain robust at 9.2 mil-
lion barrels a day as the spring driving 
season kicks off, which saw demand 
measured at 9.25 million barrels a day 
at the same time in 2017. Drivers are 
likely to continue seeing prices in-
crease as stations across the country 
begin to switch over to the more ex-
pensive summer blend ahead of the 
busy driving season. 

“Supply and demand are the biggest 
factors driving the price at the pump,” 
said Josh Carrasco, spokesperson, 

AAA - The Auto Club Group. “More 
motorists on the roadways, tight sup-
ply, and record crude exports have the 
potential for higher prices as we head 
into the spring.” 

Florida gas prices decreased by 
nearly 3 cents compared to a week 
ago. On average, Florida motorists are 
paying 9 cents more for a gallon of un-
leaded regular than one month ago, 
and 19 cents more compared to last 
year. Sunday’s state average of $2.61 is 
just 6 cents below the highest price of 
2018. 

Gas prices had the most expensive 
start to April in four years, averaging 
$2.63 during the first 8 days of the 
month - an increase of 28 cents from 
April 2017.

]The most expensive gas price av-
erages in Florida are in West Palm 
Beach-Boca Raton ($2.74), Crest-
view-Fort Walton Beach ($2.72), and 
Fort Lauderdale ($2.69).

]The least expensive gas price av-
erages in Florida are in Tampa-St. Pe-
tersburg-Clearwater ($2.55), Orlando 
($2.55), Melbourne - Titusville ($2.56).

Nearly half of the workers living in 
Marion County leave the county for 
employment, with most commuting to 
Orange, Lake and Alachua counties, 
according to a new labor shed analysis 
of workforce and demographic char-
acteristics commissioned by Career-
Source Citrus Levy Marion. 

At the same time, the daily outflow 
of workers under age 55 is slowing, 

with slight declines both as a percent-
age and in total numbers, while there 
was little change in the number of 
workers 55 and older commuting for 
employment. 

The analysis highlights Marion 
County commuting patterns showing 
where workers work and where work-
ers live. It was prepared by the Flor-
ida Department of Economic 

Development’s Bureau of Labor Mar-
ket Statistics using 2015 annual Cen-
sus data – the latest available. The 
labor shed report is designed to help 
economic developers and existing or 
prospective businesses determine 
where a labor market draws its com-
muting workers. 

West Port High School’s Omega The-
atre Company presents the musical 
Once on This Island, April 18-22. Per-
formances are Wednesday through Sat-
urday at 7 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. at 
West Port High School’s Performing 
Arts Center, at 3733 SW 80th Ave. Tick-
ets are $12 and are available at the 
door or in advance at www.seatyour-
self.biz/wphs.

Created by the Tony Award-winning 
songwriting team of Lynn Ahrens and 
Stephen Flaherty, this highly original 
and theatrical Caribbean adaptation of 
the popular fairy tale, The Little Mer-
maid and Rosa Guy’s novella, My Love, 
My Love, won the Olivier Award and 
garnered eight Tony nominations for 
its Broadway run, including Best Musi-
cal, Book and Score. This beautiful 
musical tells the story of Ti Moune, a 
peasant girl who rescues and falls in 
love with a wealthy boy from the other 
side of the island. The gods who pre-
side over the island make a bet with 
one another over which is stronger, 
love or death, the stakes being Ti 
Moune’s life. Once on this Island is a 
story of love’s power to overcome prej-
udice. Shannon Singley, the show’s di-
rector said, “This show has been so 
refreshing to work on because it re-
minds me that the strength of the heart 
can get you wherever you want to go.”

The Marion County Center for the 
Arts is a magnet program for talented 
high school students in the performing 
and visual arts. Programs include Act-
ing and Technical Theatre, Dance, Two 
and Three-Dimensional Art, and In-
strumental and Vocal Music. MCCA of-
fers a winning combination of high 
quality arts education and outstanding 
academic education. For more infor-
mation, contact Laurie Reeder, MCCA 
Coordinator at 291-4000.

National gas prices climb; Florida drops

Sales tax allows county to unveil new fire engines

West Port sets
musical theater

Commuting is a way of life for many workers

See COMMUTE on Page A3
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Recently, Shalom Club of Stone Creek invited 
residents to a Seder meal. According to Cindy 
Stone many members worked very hard for 

the 65+ members and guests who came to the Seder 
meal. Primary cooks were George Kaufer who did 
the brisket. He cooked 55 pounds of brisket. Di and 
Harley Michelson who made the charoset (apple, 
nut, wine and cinnamon mixture), Larry Stone who 
did the green beans, and Gloria Salvaggio, Cindy 
Stone and Linda Wigler who did the rest of the orga-
nizing, buying and cooking. Aiding along the way 
were Ethel Delman, Gail Johnson, Iris Katz, Gigi 
Lyons, Sonia Ricks, Marcelle Schvimmer, Amy 
Schwartz, and Jane Siegel who literally shed blood 
for the Seder. She cut her finger badly, bandaged it, 
put back on plastic gloves, and kept working. 

The meal consisted of the following: Appetizer of 
hard boiled eggs, chopped liver or Gelfilte fish; 
chicken soup with Matzo balls; choice of entrée - 
brisket or chicken or salmon; sides included rose-
mary roasted potatoes, green beans almondine and 
kishka – cucumber salad; desserts included choco-
late dipped macaroons, thumbprint cookies and 
chocolate toffee matzo bites; beverages included 
decaf coffee, hot tea and ceremonial wine and 
water.

Cindy also gives double kudos to Ruth Stern who 
stayed until the very end to help scrub pots and 
clean the kitchen. Without her we would have been 
an hour longer. Lenore Winston helped set up for 

the Seder. Charles Salvaggio, Larry Stone and Steve 
Wigler, husbands, ran countless errands, shopped 
with us, cooked with us, and put up with us during 
this process! Chris Johnson worked on a Passover 
CD for the Seder. Teresa and Bob McCabe, Ed Katz, 
Ruth Stern and Jerry McCann ran the sound and 
handled the mikes for the Seder. A very special 
thank you to Beth Mueller from the Kitchen Club for 
all of her help and support.

R.O.T.C. cadets from Westport High School helped 
serve the meal. According to Cindy, the cadets were 
very helpful in making the event run smoothly. The 
cadets who gave of their service are: Amari Early, 
Jazmin Franklin, Markayla Franklin, Myla Franklin, 
Maya Glasso, Vianka Orozoo,and Adrian Snead.

The cost for the event was $22 for members of the 
club. So many people gave of their time and talent 
to make this holy day a special one for others

Ted Schvimmer, president of the Shalom Club, led 
the Seder in the prayers. 

Matzo is the staple of a Seder meal but according 
to Charles Passy, the Matzo isn’t your typical epicu-
rean delight. In its purest form, the unleavened 
bread, central to the Jewish holiday of Passover, 
consists of nothing more than flour and water. The 
finished product is known as the ‘bread of affliction’ 
has been compared with everything from toasted 
cardboard to hardtack.

Manischewitz which is the largest marketer of ko-
sher foods in North America now markets its s’mo-

Welcome to the Seder meal Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi

res-making kit. According to Manishewits, “Once you 
melt the marshmallows and the chocolate, you don’t 
miss the graham crackers that much.” Rabbi Elefant, 
an officer of OU Kosher has said, “Just because it’s 
the bread of affliction doesn’t mean you have to be 
afflicted when you eat it.”

The Matzo Project in Brooklyn, NY is a new com-
pany that is making a gourmet version of the Matzo 
with the addition of sea salt and sunflower oil in the 
dough. This allows for a lighter version. The com-
pany has also launched matzo chips packed aged 
like other bagged snacks in flavors including salt 
and cinnamon. They are hoping the matzo will be 
eaten all year long.

Thanks to the Shalom Club for giving the commu-
nity a delicious meal and knowledge about Passover 
and the Seder Meal. At the end of every Seder, they 
say, “Next year in Jerusalem.”

Read the
Classifieds
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The report’s detailed examination of commuting 
patterns for Marion County found that there were 
107,076 workers living in Marion County and 91,588 
workers employed in Marion County. Of those work-
ers who lived in the county, 48,888 or 45.7 percent 
were employed outside Marion County. 

Of the 91,588 people employed in Marion County, 
58,188 (63.5 percent) live and work here, while 33,400 
(36.5 percent) commute into the county for work. 

According to the report, Marion County had a net 
job flow loss of 15,488 workers – in other words, 
more workers leave Marion County for work than 
commute into the county. Marion County had the 
47th highest outflow rate among Florida’s 67 coun-
ties.

Rusty Skinner, CEO of CareerSource CLM, said 
that Marion County’s labor shed analysis “reinforces 
the need to be competitive, in terms of compensa-
tion, with similar businesses within a one hour com-
mute.”

Top destinations for Marion County workers em-
ployed outside the county are Orange County (5,665 
workers), Lake County (5,536 workers) and Alachua 
County (4,979 workers). Citrus County ranked sixth 
(2,107 workers) and Levy County was 17th (672 work-
ers).

Among workers leaving the county for jobs, 24 per-
cent (11,750) are 29 or younger, 51.1 percent (24,980) 
are age 30 to 54, and 24.9 percent (12,158) are 55 or 
older.

“One of our goals should focus on working with 

high school graduates and first time job seekers to 
retain their skills within our communities,” Skinner 
said. “This includes working with our school dis-
tricts and the College of Central Florida to develop 
short term, certificate and degree programs (both 
Associate and Bachelor) that focus on the skills sets 
that business needs.”

Skinner noted that CareerSource CLM, the public 
school districts and CF all have active intern and 
work experience programs that help first-time 
workers transition into the workforce. 

Among the 33,400 Marion County workers living 
outside the county, the top origin counties are Citrus 
County (3,687 workers), Lake County (2,644 workers) 
and Orange County (2,193 workers).

Of those workers commuting into Marion County, 
25.1 percent are 29 or younger, 51.3 percent (17,119) 
are 30 to 54, and 23.7 percent (7,903) are 55 or older.

Other key findings:
]In terms of average wages, 21,412 (43.8 percent) 

of those leaving the county earn $15,012-$39,996 and 
28.9 percent (14,153) earn $39,997 or more; 43.3 per-
cent of those commuting into Marion County (14,462) 
earn $15,012-$39,996 and 28.4 percent (9,473) earn 
$39,997 or more. 

]Of those working outside Marion County, 12.9 
percent (6,330) are employed in “goods producing” 
industries such as mining, construction and manu-

facturing; 28.9 percent (14,112) in “trades, transpor-
tation and utilities”; and 58.2 percent (28,446) in 
“other services” which covers a wide array of ser-
vices including dry cleaning and laundry, adminis-
tering religious activities, personal and pet care, 
equipment and machinery repair and dating ser-
vices. Among workers commuting into Marion 
County, 14.3 percent (4,780) are employed in “goods 
producing” industries; 35 percent (11,698) in “trade, 
transportation and utilities”; and 50.7 percent 
(16,922) in “other services.”

]Workers employed in Marion County are clus-
tered in the healthcare and social assistance indus-
tries (17.6 percent) along with retail trade (16 
percent). Workers living in Marion County are con-
centrated in healthcare and social assistance (17 
percent) and retail trade (14.7 percent).

For a copy of the Marion County labor shed re-
port, visit the business resource links page or news 
releases page at careersourceclm.com.

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion is the local, 
business-led nonprofit that brings together citizens, 
businesses, educational providers, and economic 
development and public partners to develop pro-
grams supporting high-quality education/training 
and employment services to meet regional work-
force needs. 

COMMUTE
Continued from Page A1

After any holiday the Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage and myself enjoy taking a day or 
two off and just relax. We like to sit around 

and tell stories.
My wife usually starts by saying, “Hey, remember 

the time when…” And she goes on with a story that I 
had forgotten about. When she’s done, we laugh to-
gether.

Then it’s my turn and I begin, “Hey, do you re-
member the time when…” And I go on and tell a 
story that she may have forgotten about, I really 
don’t know. When I’m finished, we laugh together as 
though it was the funniest thing we’ve heard all day.

It’s just our way of relaxing and unwinding after a 
holiday. Holidays are very busy times for us, we like 
them, but they do take a little bit out of us. It seems 
that the older we get, the more it takes out of us. I’m 
not exactly sure what that means. Just don’t tell me 

what it means!
We usually go on with our stories until we’re too 

tired to tell a story or to laugh.
This last holiday the Gracious Mistress of the Par-

sonage came up with a story I had long ago forgot-
ten. In fact, I’m not sure the details of her story 
matched the truth, but who am I to contradict her.

“Remember the time,” she said rather soberly, 
“when the Easter Bunny got away?”

I had to stop and think a little bit because it was 
not in any of my memory files.

Then she began to unwind the story.
As it goes, according to her recollection, I was 

going to do a little magic trick for the children be-
fore they were dismissed from the morning service. 
I was going to pull a little bunny out of a hat. I prac-
ticed for quite a bit and thought I had everything 
covered.

I should know by now that the time you know you 
got everything covered there’s one little bit that de-
fies your observation.

I had all of the children come up front so that they 
could see the wonderful magic trick I had in store 
for them. I began by telling them the story of the res-
urrection of Jesus.

According to my wife, I was in the middle of tell-
ing them the story when in the back of the congrega-
tion Mrs. Steward screamed, “There’s a rat in the 
church.” She jumped on top of the pew and did her 
famous afraid dance. You don’t want to see it. All 
the while she was screaming, “Rat, rat, rat.”

The Easter Bunny that got away Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

See PASTOR on Page A11
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Happenings
Friday, April 13
Sheriff’s Foundation spaghetti dinner

Marion County Sheriff ’s Office Foundation spa-
ghetti dinner includes  salad, spaghetti with meat 
sauce, bread sticks and dessert and drink.

It will be Friday April 13, from 4-7 p.m. at the 
Sheriff ’s Office  complex, main entrance,  first 
building on the right after the gate in the multi pur-
pose room, 700 NW 30th Ave., Ocala.

Tickets are available for an $8 donation.
Contact Caitlin Rath at 352-369-6849.

Civic Theatre golf tournament

The 27th annual golf tournament to benefit Ocala 
Civic Theatre returns on Friday, April 13.

The tournament will be held at the beautiful Can-
dler Hills Golf Club at 8137 SW 90th Terrace Road. 
Registration begins at 11 a.m. The tournament be-
gins with a 1:00 p.m. shotgun start. 

The cost is $85 per player, which includes a deli 
box lunch, on-course water and sodas, free range 
balls, greens fees, a cart, goodie bags, and more than 
50 on-course and door prizes, with awards immedi-
ately following the tournament. (A discount is avail-
able for Candler Hills Golf Club members.) 

Men and women are both welcome to play. No 
professionals will be allowed. Players may create 
their own foursome, or the Theatre will be happy to 
assist.

There are opportunities to contribute as a corpo-
rate, scorecard, hole, raffle, or door prize sponsor. 
Sponsors will be recognized at the tournament, and 
a sponsor listing also will be displayed in the The-
atre lobby during the run of Mamma Mia! from May 
17 through June 17. Ford/Lincoln of Ocala will spon-
sor the Hole-In-One prizes. Sponsors who donate 
$100 or more will receive a certificate for future 
play at Candler Hills Golf Club. 

For more information or to become a sponsor, 
please contact Ocala Civic Theatre Executive Direc-
tor Mary Britt at (352) 236-2851, ext. 104.

Recycle Trashy Fashion Show

The Ocala On Top of the World Lions will be pre-
senting its 5th RecycleTrashy Fashion Show on Fri-
day April 13, at the Circle Square Cultural Center. 
Door will open at 5 p.m. with dinner at 6 and the 
show starts at 7. Dinner will be catered again this 
year by Southern Pig and Cattle Co.11, with enter-
tainment provided by Ron Hackling. Lots of beauti-
ful baskets for the silent auction as well as  50/50. 
Come and enjoy a fun filled night and help the Lions 
help our local entities, such as Interfaith, the Chil-
dren’s Backpack program, Arnette House, and Flor-
ida Center for the Blind just to name a few. 
Residents can purchase tickets at the Recreation 
Building Monday, Wednesdsy and Fridays from 8 to 
10 a.m. Non-residents can contact Lions Charlene 
Czopek at 352-857-8765 or Estelle Michelson at 352-
861-7358, Tickets are $25. 

103rd Street car cruise anniversary

On Friday, April 13 from 6 to 8 p.m., the 103rd 
Street car cruise will celebrates its 10th year.We will 
also be celebrating us reaching twenty thousand 
pounds of food donated to the Salvation Army Pan-
try. It will be a special evening for our cruisers,spon-
sors and all who attend the event at the Big Lots 
parking lot. For more info call Sid at 489-7379.

Saturday, April 14
Palm Cay yard sale

On April 14, Palm Cay will hold a community yard 
sale starting at 8 a.m.

Hot dog and asusage lunch available at 10.

100 years of Leonard Bernstein

The Ocala Symphony Orchestra closes the 2017-
2018 season with Subscription Concert 5: 100 Years 
of Leonard Bernstein on Saturday, April 14 at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, April 15 at 3 p.m. 

Lobby doors and the Reilly’s full bar open one 
hour and a half before each performance, and guests 
are invited to join us for a Chat with Matt one hour 
prior to each show. Tickets start at $15. Student tick-
ets are available for $10. The Reilly Arts Center is at 
500 NE 9th St., Ocala. Tickets can be purchased at 
www.ReillyArtsCenter.com, or by calling the box of-
fice at (352) 351-1606 during box office hours. Tickets 
can also be purchased in person at the Reilly Arts 

See HAPPENINGS on Page A5
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HAPPENINGS
Continued from Page A4

Center box office. Box office hours are 
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.. Group rates are available for 
this show.

One of the first world-class conduc-
tors to have been born and educated 
in America, Leonard Bernstein left a 
lasting impact on the world of orches-
tral music. Join Maestro Wardell, 
guest soprano Anna Feucht, and the 
OSO in celebrating his legacy with 
some of his greatest works: Candide 
Overture, the powerful Jeremiah Sym-
phony, and his incredible movie score, 
On the Waterfront. Ryan Kirk (An-
thony in Sweeney Todd) returns to the 
Reilly to join Anna Feucht as they per-
form your favorite duets from West 
Side Story!

Sponsored by the Convention & Visi-
tors Bureau of Marion County.

Supported by the Ocala Municipal 
Arts Commission.

Breakfast at Ocala West

Ocala West UMC’s community wide 
breakfast prepared by the men’s fel-
lowship will be held from 7:30-9:30 
a.m. on Saturday,April 14 and is still 
only $6 for all you care to eat.

A varied selection awaits everyone 
ham, sausage, scrambled eggs, French 

toast, waffles, pancakes, corned beef 
hash, biscuits and gravy, fruit cup, 
juice and coffee. Breakfast proceeds 
benefit the many charities supported 
by the OWUMC men’s fellowship.

Ocala West United Methodist 
Church,  9330 SW 105th St., Ocala (352) 
854-9550.

Sunday. April 15
Jazz Society to play

The Ocala Jazz Society invites you to 
join them on Sunday, April 15, from 2 
to 5 p.m. for their monthly perfor-
mance of Swing, Big Band, Dixieland, 
50’s and all your favorites.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
smoke free VFW Post 4781, 9401 SW 
110th Street, across from Oak Run.  
The band performs on the third Sun-
day of each month. $3 donation for 
Hospice is appreciated.  info: 352-237-
0234, ocalajazzsociety@yahoo.com

Thursday, April 19
Genealogical Society meeting

The Marion County Genealogical 
Society will meet Thursday April 19, 
at 2 p.m. at the Marion County Public 

Library, 2720 E. Silver Springs Blvd. in 
Ocala.  A brief business meeting will 
be followed by the March program 
“German Genealogy” by Kathy Stick-
ney.

For further information, contact 
Joel Swanson at (352)897-0840 or presi-
dent@mcgsocala.org.

Tuesday, April 24
Christian women to meet

Ocala Christina Women’s Connec-
tion invites you to the our “Girl 
Power” luncheon April 24 at the Hil-
ton of Ocala from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 
p.m.  The doors open at 11 a.m.  The 
special feature is DIY For Girls by Ace 
Hardware.  Our speaker is Nancy Self 
sharing “Hanging On!”.  Admission is 
$20.  Please RSVP for lunch and free 
childcare to Claudia at 228-2126 or 
Eve at 732-7053 by Wednesday, April 
18.

 
Saturday, April 28
Walk for Parkinson

The Marion County Mind and Mo-

tion for Parkinson network is hosting a 
Walk for Parkinson event on Saturday, 
April 28 at Sholom Park.

Registration opens at 9:30 a.m., and 
the Walk starts at 10:30.

It is more than just a walk. April is 
National Parkinson’s Awareness 
month, and the Walk highlights move-
ment as a symbol of hope and progress 
towards finding a cure. The Walk is 
used to raise awareness and funds for 
research and education, and all pro-
ceeds from sponsors and walkers will 
be given to the Parkinson’s Founda-
tion via the Parkinson Association of 
Central Florida, a 501(c)3 Corporation.

You may donate via the website’s 
Walk tab at MindAndMotion.org, or at 
the event. Whether you take part as a 
team or as an individual, you will have 
the opportunity to move with many 
others who share in the journey to 
help beat Parkinson’s. For Companies 
or Corporations interested in sponsor-
ship, contact pw444paw@gmail.com.

Kickoff Speakers are Annette 
Nieves, MD, Monroe Movement Disor-
der Clinic and Megan Willard, Re-
gional Director, Parkinson’s 
Foundation.

MORE ON PAGE A10
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We all know that life can be cel-
ebrated in many and varied 
ways. Recently that was shown 

by 2 distinctly different (and yet simi-
lar) events in Fairfield Village.

The first of these was the “memo-
rial” or, as I prefer to call it, “the cele-
bration of the life” of Bart Rich. 

Attended by a total of over 100 of 
Bart’s many friends, the ceremony 
could have been described in many 
ways; however, the ones that immedi-
ately come to this writer’s mind in-
clude: celebratory, respectful, 
thoughtful, friendly, sad, loving, nostal-
gic, melancholy, and endearing.

All those words could easily be ap-
plied to various parts of the service 
put together by Bart’s loving wife and 
dear friends. 

There was beautiful music by the 
Prayer and Praise Group that meets 
monthly in the FFV Clubhouse. There 
were moving and lovely solos by David 
Farwell including “How Great Thou 
Art” and “It is Well with my Soul.”

There was a very interesting ac-
count of Bart’s life read by Lil Oliver. 
There were individual personal trib-
utes by many of Bart’s closest friends 

Jan and Tim Osborn fed each other bites of their “wedding cake” that was their 
surprise by the Scarlet Ladies as part of their pool party on Thursday, March 29.

Fairfield Villagers celebrate life in two separate ways
Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

See FFV on Page A7
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Canada’s lovely Sandy Farwell thoroughly enjoyed 
playing the Hawaiian greeter in her tropical attire 
when the Scarlet Ladies and their guests delighted 
in a springtime pool party on March 29.

Bart Rich had lots of memorabilia that his wife, Judy, 
displayed at his memorial service in the Fairfield 
Village Clubhouse. On display were several newspa-
per articles written about him by FFV correspondent 
Priscilla Barnett.

and neighbors. These were sincere and touching. 
However, the most totally overwhelming tribute was 
presented by Judy Rich when she played a mixed 
tape of several of Bart’s recorded solos.

The music was lovely and quite a reminder of 
what a great voice Bart had and how he loved to ser-
enade. The totally mesmerizing moments came 
when Bart’s last song played was “I’ll be Seeing 
You.” There was not a dry eye in the house because 
it was so easy to visualize Bart singing directly to 
Judy.

The event ended with Judy’s visiting with friends 
and thanking them for coming. Visitors enjoyed look-
ing at 5 tables displaying memorabilia important to 
Bart and to his wife and friends.

This writer was humbled to see that 2 articles that 
I had written for the West Marion Messenger about 
Bart’s talent and his life in general (one written in 
2011 and the other immediately after his passing) 
were part of what was on display along with many 
awards and important photos and souvenirs from 
Bart’s life and career.

In all honesty, the time between 2 and 4 on Satur-
day, March 31, could not have been better spent for 
those of us who respected and cared about a gentle-
man who tried very hard to be a servant of God, a 
devoted husband and father, and a friend to and for 
his community.

Personally, I am sure you are at peace, Bart Rich. 
We, your friends and neighbors, are as well because 

FFV
Continued from Page A6

we believe that a life lived honestly will be rewarded 
in Heaven. 

The other recent celebration was held on Thurs-
day, March 29, in the FFV Clubhouse and around the 
pool just adjacent and beyond the French doors 
leading out to area around the pool where the um-
brelled tables featured paper lanterns and Hawai-
ian decorations as the Scarlet Ladies gathered for 
an event before most of our Canadian “snowbirds” 

See FFV on Page A11
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Guest columnOur view

Governor's race
ready to roll

Jim Clark
Editor

What about the next 20,000 years?

For every story that says that we 
in Florida are doomed because 
the seas are rising, there are 

other stories to counter this argument.
Consider this story:
“The Arctic Ocean is warming up, 

icebergs are growing scarcer and in 
some places the seals are finding the 
water too hot, according to a report to 
the Commerce Department yesterday 
from Consulafft, at Bergen, Norway.

“Reports from fishermen, seal hunt-
ers and explorers all point to a radical 
change in climate conditions and hith-
erto unheard-of temperatures in the 
Arctic zone. Exploration expeditions 
report that scarcely any ice has been 
met as far north as 81 degrees 29 min-
utes. Soundings to a depth of 3,100 me-
ters showed the gulf stream still very 
warm. Great masses of ice have been 
replaced by moraines of earth and 
stones, the report continued, while at 
many points well known glaciers have 
entirely disappeared.

“Very few seals and no white fish are 
found in the eastern Arctic, while vast 
shoals of herring and smelts which 
have never before ventured so far 
north, are being encountered in the 
old seal fishing grounds.”

Cause for alarm? Are we all going to 
drown after being swept out to sea? Oh 
wait! That story was published in the 
Washington Post and picked up by the 
Associated Press in ... drum roll please 
... 1922.

I didn’t know Al Gore was that old.
There’s more. A search of the Inter-

net turns up an old map that shows 
what Florida used to look like. But 
there was a sudden change, particu-
larly in the Gulf, that drastically 
shrank the land mass of Florida and 
changed the look of the peninsula.

But don’t start building a dock in 
your landlocked lot in Marion County. 
That geological change took place 
about 20,000 years ago.

Somehow I don’t think I’ll make it to 

the next one.
There are two sides, at least, to every 

story. The problem is that the rab-
ble-rousers are louder, and everyone 
thinks they are aways right.

Are humans the problem, though? 
Could be. Consider this. About 20 years 
ago, I was living and working in Ponte 
Vedra Beach. It was an unincorporated 
area governed by the St. Johns County 
Commission. But it had its own qua-
si-governmental body called a Munici-
pal Service District.

I remember covering one meeting 
where the MSD was being berated by 
residents because of flooding caused 
by a heavy storm.

Sorry, folks, but you’re the problem. 
Call it a creation by God or just forces 
of nature, whatever you wish, barrier 
islands, which include Jacksonville 
Beach, Ponte Vedra Beach, St. Augus-
tine Beach among others, were created 
to provide a barrier to protect the 
mainland from the ocean.

Nature never intended for people to 
live there. But they paved over the 
swamps that absorbed the ocean water.

And now they wonder why it floods 
in Beachside communities.

So the next time you drive on one of 
the Beachside communities in the 
rain, and the road floods, don’t yell at 
the government, yell at yourself.

And make sure that you pack up 
enough supplies for the next big 
change in Florida’s coastline. It could 
happen. It could be a once in a 20,000-
year cycle event.

Jim Clark is the editor of the West 
Marion Messenger. 

Florida will again be in the spot-
light this November when Elec-
tion Day rolls around.

Gov. Rick Scott is term-limited out of 
the Statehouse, but his fans needn’t 
worry. He’ll likely be on the ballot, fac-
ing what will probably be the toughest 
fight of his political career, when he 
tries to unseat longtime Sen. Bill Nel-
son, the incumbent Democrat.

This could turn out to be the key bat-
tleground as the Republicans seek to 
retain control of the U.S. Senate. The 
Republicans have been looking to this 
race for a long time, but the emergence 
of anti-Trump forces across the coun-
try could make it one of the most vital 
to the makeup of Congress.

In the past, this seat has been con-
sidered safe for the Democrats as Nel-
son, the only Democrat elected 
statewide, dominated previous elec-
tions. However, the entrance of the 
popular Scott as a challenger has put 
this race in the spotlight.

There are drawbacks for the gover-
nor as he tries to unseat the three-term 
senator. Scott’s ties with President 
Trump, once considered a plus, now 
could be a negative. He has broken 
with the administration on offshore 
drilling and gun control.

His two victories as governor were 
close, over Alex Sink in 2010 and Char-
lie Crist in 2014.

His approval rating is listed as 58 
percent, while Nelson’s is 51 percent, 
figures that are closer than they seem, 
considering the margin for error in the 
polls.

You can expect a barrage of ads, par-
ticularly on television, from both par-
ties. And they won’t be pretty. The 
negative ads will probably dominate 
for months.

The Trump role in the campaign will 
be an unknown. It’s impossible to pre-
dict where Trump will stand between 
now and November.

Then there’s money. This will be an 
expensive campaign, and the self-
made millionaire Scott will have the 
luxury of spending a lot of his own 
money, as he did in both his gubernato-
rial campaigns, giving the Republicans 
a likely advantage in the fund-raising 
category.

We hope that the candidates will re-
member Marion County and its grow-
ing population. We hosted a 
presidential campaign visit from Pres-
ident Trump in 2016 ... with only one 
state to worry about, we hope we will 
see a lot more of the candidates this 
summer and fall, and that events will 
be open to the general public, not just 
the fat-cat fund-raisers.

So get ready for a seven-month bat-
tle. It should be fun.

BY LEE H. HAMILTON
Special to the Messenger

For the most part, we Americans 
value expertise. We want our physi-
cians to possess knowledge and expe-
rience. We want our lawyers to know 
the law inside out. We want our clergy-
men, our engineers, our farmers to 
bring the kind of proficiency and skill 
to their work that comes only with fa-
miliarity and practice.

So here’s a question. Why is it that 
the more expertise politicians' gain in 
their field, the more we deride them?

Politicians may disappoint us, frus-
trate us, or even anger us. They cer-
tainly make mistakes. But here’s the 
thing: we cannot solve our problems at 
any level — local, state or federal — 
without skilled politicians. They’re in-
dispensable to the system. And the 
craft of politics requires certain char-
acteristics. Not every politician pos-
sesses them, but the good ones —  and 
there are plenty of good politicians — 
strive for them.

First, they’re attuned to the moods of 
the people and to shifts in public opin-
ion. They have faith in this country 
and its future, and they often hold a vi-
sion for what its success will look like. 
They believe it can make progress.

They also know that progress will 
not come easily. They understand 
they’ll face setbacks, failure, and hard-
ship, but they persevere in the Ameri-
can way of governing because it can 
make a lot of things possible. They are 
pragmatic, and prepared to adjust, 
compromise, and improvise in order to 
move policy in the direction they’d like 
to see it go.

They’re comfortable holding author-
ity and responsibility, and because 
they recognize that they share these 
burdens with others, they respect their 
colleagues. 

They try to be civil with them, since 
they understand the dynamic nature of 
politics — that you don’t have perma-
nent enemies or allies and that your 
foe one day may be a comrade the 
next.

Finally, good politicians understand 
that politics consists of a lot more than 
running for election. In the end, poli-
tics is about striving to make the world, 
or at least this country, better.

I don’t want to suggest that I think all 
politicians possess these qualities, or 
that any politician enjoys them all. Yet 
these characteristics are what mastery 
of the craft demands, and they come 
only with time and experience. Any 
politician who displays them deserves 
the same respect we’d give any spe-
cialist who has acquired the knowl-
edge, skill, and insight demanded by a 
complicated, demanding, and mean-
ingful profession.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for 
the Indiana University Center on Repre-
sentative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar, IU School of Global and Inter-
national Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice, IU School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 
years.

Indispensible
craft of the
politician
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ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19) A little wool-
gathering is OK. But 
don’t let that dreamy 
state linger beyond mid-
week, when you’ll want 
to take on new workplace 
responsibilities.

TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20) Love rules the 
week for single Bovines 
seeking romance. At-
tached pairs also find 
new joy in their relation-
ships. Friday should 
bring news about a busi-
ness opportunity.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Home becomes the 
center of a new social 
whirl, as you show your 
talent for hosting great 
parties. You can expect 
to impress a lot of people 
who’ve never seen this 
side of you.

CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22) The Moon Child 
might have to raise those 
powers of persuasion a 
notch to get a still-wary 
colleague to agree to go 
along. Find more facts to 
back up your position.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) 
Hold off trying to fix the 
blame for an apparent 
mishandling of a work 
situation. A full investi-
gation could reveal sur-
prising facts on how and 
why it really happened.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22) Your ability to find 
details others might 
overlook gives you an ad-
vantage in assessing a 
possibly too-good-to-be-
true offer. A trusted col-
league has advice.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22) Expect to be called 
on once again to act as 
peacemaker in a 
long-simmering dispute 
that suddenly flares up. 
Offer advice, but be care-
ful to stay out of the fray.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21) Your organiza-
tional skills help you line 
up your priorities so that 
you get things done with-
out added pressure. The 
weekend could hold a 
special surprise.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21) New ventures 
are favored. But don’t 
launch yours before re-
checking all facts and 
sources. Also, be sure 
you can rely on support 
from certain people.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19) Don’t be pushed 
into renegotiating an 
agreement, even though 
it might help avoid a po-
tential impasse. Get legal 
advice before you sign or 
agree to anything.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18) Helping others is 
what Aquarians do so 
well. But this time, some-
one wants to help you. 
Expect to hear some 
news that will both sur-
prise and delight you.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20) Things go so 
swimmingly that you’re 
tempted to take on more 
tasks. Best advice: Finish 
what you have now, then 
enjoy a well-earned re-
laxing weekend.

BORN THIS WEEK: 
Your understanding of 
human nature helps you 
make wise decisions that 
are appreciated by all. 
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HAPPENINGS
Continued from Page A5

Tuesday-Friday, May 1-4
Bonsai Exhibit

    The Marion Bonsai Society and 
OTOW Master the Possibilities are 
hosting the annual bonsai exhibit at 
the Master the Possibilities lobby, 8415 
SW 80th St., Ocala. 

 The exhibit is free and runs from 
Tuesday afternoon, May 1 through 
noon Friday, May 4.  Specific times 
are: 3-4 p.m. Tuesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday, and 9 a.m. 
to noon Friday.  

Over 30 trees are on display by ap-
proximately 10 exhibitors.  The age of 
trees vary from about 3 to over 30 

years.
   Two one-hour workshops are avail-

able for $5 (free for OTOW residents). 
The first is “Basics of the Living Art of 
Bonsai” by Peter Wood at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 2.  

Peter will present basic horticulture 
and artistic principals of bonsai. 

 The second is “The Living Art of 
Bonsai – Demonstration” by artist 
David VanBuskirk at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 3.  

David will create a bonsai tree from 
nursery stock material. 

]To register for these classes go to 
www.masterthepossibilities.org or call 
(352) 854-3688.

Michelle Morley, Florida 5th Circuit 
Court Judge in Sumter County who co-
chairs the Eldercaring Coordination 
Project sponsored by the Florida 
chapter of the Association of Family 
and Conciliation Courts, will discuss a 
ground-breaking new dispute resolu-
tion option when she addresses the 
April 13 Friday Forum to be held at 
the Golden Corral, 2111 SW State 
Road 200, Ocala. 

Moderator will be LeeAnn Mack-
ey-Barnes, Chief Assistant Public De-
fender in the 5th Circuit , and 
candidate for judge in group 3.

Our increasingly complicated family 
associations can sometimes give rise 
to high conflict court cases as compet-
ing forces try to deal with the care  of 

our elder population.  
Eldercaring Coordination focuses 

on reducing the level of conflict in 
families so that family members are 
able to more productively work with 
others in their support system to pro-
vide legal advice, guidance and care.  

The pilot project is intended to com-
plement, not replace, other services 
such as mediation, financial manage-
ment, individual or family therapy and 
medical, psychological or psychiatric 
evaluations.

Judge Morley’s numerous affilia-
tions include membership on the Flor-
ida Judicial Qualifications 
Commission and the Florida Supreme 
Court Guardianship Work Group.  

Judge to speak at Friday Forum
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left to return to the 
North.

The friendly group 
gathered at 6 p.m. and 
those arriving were met 
by Sandy Farwell who 
placed beautiful leis of 
tropical flowers around 
the necks of those attend-
ing. Lovely tropical 
music was being played 
in the background but 
not so loud as to inter-
fere with friendly con-
versation.

Sandy met each one 
with a traditional Hawai-
ian greeting and a huge 
smile. She carried this 
off in her uniquely 
friendly way while she 
modeled tropical attire 
including a grass skirt. It 
was delightful!

Two long tables of food 
were set up just inside 
one of the doorways to 
the Clubhouse from the 
pool area. They were 
beautifully decorated as 
well as full of delicious 
homemade treats con-
tributed by Sharyn Ben-
nett, Loretta Zang, Cathy 
Leady, and Peggy Adams.

The surprise of the 
evening was a profes-
sionally decorated cake 
topped with the words, 

“Congratulations, Jan 
and Tim.” This came 
quite unexpectedly to 
the newly married cou-
ple Jan and Tim Osborn 
who had not had a wed-
ding cake when they re-
cently married right 
here in Ocala in a very 
simple service.

The delighted couple 
expressed their surprise 
and obvious pleasure in 
this show of “celebra-
tion” of new life to-
gether. The words to 
describe this kind of 
honoring might include: 
friendly, joyful, hopeful, 
and enduring, as well as 
“celebratory.” 

Good wishes for a 

happy life together were 
expressed by many of 
those enjoying the pool 
party. Lots of smiles and 
laughter accompanied 
the sharing of bites of 
the cake by the couple. 

The only thing missing 
was the often times 
messy faces of the bridal 
couple after the bites of 
cake. Jan and Tim were 
quite neat with their 
feeding each other the 
beautiful and delicious 
white cake trimmed in 
yellow and green.

Other refreshments 
included homemade 
sliders, fresh fruits, 
chips, dip, homemade 
pies and cakes along 

with delightful tropical 
drinks (loaded or virgin) 
mixed in a blender right 
there on the spot by 
Sandy Farwell and 
Sharyn Bennett. 

To say that this final 
entertaining fun event 
of the season presented 
by the Scarlet Ladies 
was a success would be 
an understatement.

As with most gather-
ings that happen in the 
Fairfield Village Club-
house, this one turned 
out to be even more 
“lively” and “lovely” 
than some might be. 

The consensus was 
that this particular kind 
of social event should 

become a regular for 
this group of ladies who 
enjoy entertaining as 
much as they enjoy rais-
ing money for their ser-
vice projects that help 
many disadvantaged 
families in the Ocala 
area each year.

Cathy Leady and her 
Scarlets” are, indeed, a 
very active and socially 
responsible group of la-
dies. Though they are 
not a “red hat group” or 
a “Gone with the Wind” 
spinoff, the ladies enjoy 
many commonalities 
with each of these two 
highly recognizable 
names. 

These ladies have a 

really enjoyable time for 
themselves while being 
sure to remember those 
not so fortunate as they 
are. 

In closing, may I re-
mind readers of my orig-
inal premise.

“Life surely is meant 
to be enjoyed, appreci-
ated, and celebrated on 
a regular basis.”

From Fairfield Vil-
lage, “the lively place 
filled with lovely, (and 
celebrating) people,” we 
hope that all of us in 
Central Florida are ap-
preciating and “making 
the most” of this beauti-
ful Florida spring 
weather. Enjoy!

FFV
Continued from Page A7

Who steals my purse…
Women can be particu-

larly protective when it 
comes to their handbags; 
AMAC reports, when a 
woman going through a 
security scanner before 
boarding a train recently 
in China, her protective 
instincts apparently got 
the better of her. When 
the security guard told 
her to put her handbag 
through the X-Ray ma-
chine she placed it on 
the belt and crawled into 
the machine.
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Are you ready for some good Ital-
ian food and great entertain-
ment? If so, come join us on 

Saturday night at 6 for a super fun 
night. Tickets are required and will 
not be sold at the door. This is neces-
sary because the meal is being catered 
and the caterer prepares only enough 
food for the number of reservations 
we have before the night of the event. 
Vinny B will entertain us with his im-
personation of Dean Martin. 

The Social committee is working 
hard on planning events for the re-
mainder of this year, and also next 
year! If you have suggestions for this 
group, please contact Joan Christo-
pher or Mary Zdarsky. The May social 
will be a Derby party on the 18th – 
more info on this event next week.

The QM Rod & Gun Club is off to a 
good start. The next meeting will be 
this Saturday, the 14th, at 10 a.m. La-
dies, this club is for you, as well as the 
men of QM. There is quite a bit of in-
terest in a fishing trip, so come to this 
meeting to get more details. The dis-
cussion on charter boat fishing out of 
Daytona is still ongoing. Also, they 
now have portable pistol target stands, 
so are no longer dependent on the out-
door range stands at the Ocala Na-

tional Forest. Last month several 
members and a guest went to the 
range, and afterwards had breakfast 
at the Silver Springs Restaurant. The 
membership has increased to 22 resi-
dents.

Ladies – don’t forget that this Friday, 
the 13th, is the luncheon at the Stone 
Creek Grill. Meet at the restaurant at 
11:30 a.m. Please call Grace Maguire 
for reservations.

Did you know the pool is open? Sev-
eral people have been brave enough 
to get into the water – it still felt “cool” 
to me when I stuck my foot in the 
other day. However, go to the pool and 
enjoy the refreshing water.

All property owners should have re-
ceived the bi-annual census request 
form in the mail. Please fill out the 
form and return it to the QMPOA box 
in the clubhouse, or mail it to Sentry 
Management. This information is re-
quired in order for us to remain a 55+ 
community.

Italian food and entertainment

Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

It was enough to bring the whole 
congregation to their feet yelling, 
“Where’s the rat?”

There was such a rumpus in the 
church auditorium that we really 
couldn’t go forward with the service. I 
didn’t know what to do because we 
had not taken the offering. Whatever 
happens after the offering is okay.

At this point I couldn’t get the atten-
tion of the children because they were 
standing on top of the pew looking 
backward, wondering where in the 
world the rat was or where it came 
from.

I got one of my elders to go back and 
try to take care of the situation. I 
never had a rat in the church before.

After a few minutes my elder found 
the “rat” and caught him. The “rat” 
turned out to be the little bunny I was 
supposed to have in the hat that I was 
going to surprise the children with.

How that Bunny got out of the box 
where I put him is still something that 
puzzles me to this day.

The elder held up the little white 
bunny and told everybody, “It’s okay, 
it’s not a rat, it’s a little bunny. A little 
bunny can hurt nobody.”

All of the congregation, including 

Mrs. Steward, sat down in their pew 
and laughed and laughed while clap-
ping their hands for the elder who 
saved the day. I was even laughing and 
clapping myself.

I didn’t know what to do now that my 
magic trick was out the window, it was 
hard to get the attention of the little 
ones. I finally dismissed them to their 
classes.

I can’t remember what my sermon 
was that day, but I do remember there 
was a lot of chuckling throughout my 
sermon. I’m not sure anybody was 
even listening to my sermon. I was 
tempted to preach the sermon the 
next Sunday, but it wasn’t Easter Sun-
day. I could keep it until next year, 
which is probably what I did.

Sometimes things are not always 
what they seem to be. The challenge is 
in the midst of turmoil to find what is 
really true.

Perhaps this is what Solomon was 
thinking of when he said, “There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12).

There’s a big difference between a 
bunny and a rat. Sometimes we con-
fuse the two and in that confusion, we 
cause alarm. I want to be able to dif-
ferentiate between the Bunny element 
and the rat element in my life so that I 
can have peace and tranquility.

PASTOR
Continued from Page A3


