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Gas prices are on the rise once 
again, after declining for nearly two 
weeks. Florida gas prices declined 
early last week, then rose a total of 4 
cents on Thursday and Friday. Sun-
day’s state average of $2.53 is 4 cents 
less than a month ago, yet remains 26 
cents more than this time last year. 

]The most expensive gas price av-
erages in Florida are in West Palm 
Beach-Boca Raton ($2.65), Naples 
($2.59), and Miami ($2.58)

]The least expensive gas price av-
erages in Florida are in Punta Gorda 
($2.48), Jacksonville ($2.49), and Mel-
bourne-Titusville ($2.50)

“There are a few of factors that gave 
gas prices a boost, but this time it 
wasn’t crude oil,” said Mark Jenkins, 
spokesman, AAA - The Auto Club 
Group. “Gasoline supplies took a 
sharp dip last week, as exports rose 
and refineries began to switch from 
summer to winter blend gasoline. In 

addition, demand in the southeast - 
especially in Florida - is strong, as 
Americans hit the road for spring 
break.

“We also noticed strong gains in 
wholesale gasoline prices last week, 
which should signal additional in-
creases at the pump this week,” Jen-
kins continued. 

Wholesale gasoline prices climbed 
10-15 cents Wednesday-Friday. Based 
on current wholesale levels, prices at 

the pump could climb another nickel. 
Meanwhile, crude oil prices hov-

ered around the $60-$62 per barrel 
range, where they have remained for 
the past two weeks. Gasoline futures 
rose 5 cents last week. 

]National: the highest average 
price for gasoline was $2.67 on Feb. 6; 
the lowest was $2.49 on Jan. 3.

]Florida: the highest average price 
in was $2.68 on Feb. 8; the lowest was 
$2.44 on Jan. 2.

After showing declines, gas prices on the rise again

Two Ocala stores are among 
the Winn-Dixie stores slated to 
be closed, accoring to a list 
provided by the parent com-
pany.

The local stores include one 
near Quail Meadow at 4417 
NW Blitchton Road, Ocala, 
and another near On Top of 
the World at 8445 SW Highway 
200 #131, Ocala.

No date for the closings was 
announced.

Previous store closings an-
noounced include Toys-R-Us 
on SW College Road, just west 
of 27th Avenue, and Kmart on 
East Silver Springs Blvd. just 
east of NE 36th Avenue.

Winn Dixie
to close

Florida Governor Rick Scott 
has appointed Larry Metz to 
the state’s 5th District Judicial 
Court. Scott made the an-
nouncement from the state’s 
House of Representatives at 
its final session.

Metz served in the state 
House for eight years. This 
was his final session due to the 
state laws on term limits.

The 62-year old Metz had 
been the prime sponsor for 
several years of the sanctuary 
cities bill. It passed the House 
this year but was not taken up 
by the Senate.

Florida’s 5th Judicial Circuit 
covers five counties, including 
Marion.

Metz named
circuit judge

The debate over guns
BY DELPHINE HERBERT

Special to the Messenger

Stating that “we see the future and it is now” West Port 
student activists Maurice Gilbert and Afreka Ebanks are 
among the many Ocalans joining Parkland survivors and 
young people everywhere in militating for increased safety 
in all our public institutions through more stringent restric-
tions on the purchase and control of widely available weap-
ons of war and more mental health counseling and 
treatment. 

 Panelists before the overflow crowd at the March 9 Fri-
day Forum came up with concrete proposals for gun con-
trols and school safety as Beth McCall, chair of the Marion 
County School Board, Dr. Hal McSwain, pastor of the First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, and Henry De-
Geneste, former Superintendent of Police for the NY/NJ 
Port Authority also participated in the ongoing debate pred-
icated on individual rights guaranteed by the Second 
Amendment versus the State’s duty to ensure public safety.

No one disputed a responsible citizen’s right to own and 
bear arms for personal safety. However, Bruce Seaman, 
moderator, in his opening comments, pointed out that while 
other amendments in the Bill of Rights have been subject to 
change, absolutists will not accept any restraints on their 
perceived individual rights, choosing to find inviolable only 
the second portion of the Founding Fathers’ words: “A well 

Part of the large crowd at the Friday Forum.

Maurice Gilbert Afreka Ebanks

regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not 
be infringed.”

“We go with that knowledge in this discussion about guns ev-
erywhere, most particularly in the schools knowing that we 
have gone from Columbine to Sandy Hook and nothing 
changed . . . until Marjory Stoneman Douglas which has 
sparked a storm of controvery here in Florida and throughout 
the nation.” 

McCall began by reviewing current safety and budgetary 
concerns and sharing what is being done in the schools right 
now . She said 

the school board is working closely with the Sheriff, the Po-
lice Chief and other school officials in “shade” meetings not 
open to the public. 

Because the school board has not made any decisions about 
their options, McCall said that she can’t speak as a school 
board member but “as a grandmother and a private citizen I 

See GUNS on Page A3
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Many people smile occasionally; many smile 
often; but Bart Rich always smiled. I hon-
estly do not remember a time that I encoun-

tered Bart when he did not have that characteristic 
smile on his face. That is a rare gift.

That smile and friendly attitude are just two of the 
things that will be missed here in Fairfield Village 
since Bart passed away on March 3 after a relatively 
short battle with cancer. He was very active and very 
positive all that time.

That infectious smile might have been one of the 
first things that his lovely wife, Judy, noticed the first 
time she saw him at a karaoke club. She said the 
groups almost always sat in the same place; how-
ever, Judy noticed that this man whom she did not 
know kept sitting closer to her each time she went 
with friends. 

Finally they met and that was the beginning of the 
next chapter in both their lives.

Together, Bart and Judy have seven children and 
seven-grandchildren, 

Though they are very close, time together is not so 
frequent since most of the family still lives in their 
home state of Maine.

Bart graduated from South Portland High School 
and attended business college before joining the 
U.S. Army. His career was spent as a machinist with 
Pratt Whitney.

When he retired, Bart and Judy headed south for 
the more favorable climate as did many of Bart’s fel-
low classmates. Bart organized a class reunion here 
in Florida for some twelve years. Several times, the 
group made use of the Fairfield Village Clubhouse 
for the gathering.

One time I attended and did a feature on that re-
union that drew in over 100 people. I have been to 
many class reunions, but I do not remember any one 
that was as congenial, warm, and thoroughly delight-
ful as the one Bart organized here. Of course, the de-
licious food that Judy put together with many of her 
own specialties was a hit as well. 

Bart, still loving his karaoke, put together a very 
entertaining evening for the group, and I heard over 
and over what a good job his friends said that he had 
done. 

One guy said to me, “You can always count on Bart 
to put together a great reunion.” Obviously, lots of 
people recognized Bart’s many talents

Bart’s ability to smile and move on even when 
things were a bit frustrating at times is, no doubt, 
why Bart could remain a leader and a “doer” when 
others might get angry and walk away from a proj-
ect. 

Bart always hung in and helped to get things done 
in our community.

During the 14 years that Bart and Judy have lived 
here in Fairfield Village, it would be difficult to 
name any other person who was always so active 
and engaged in making our community the best 
neighborhood it could be. He loved Fairfield Village 
and his neighbors.

Bart was very active with the HOA in past years 
during which time he served as President. He ac-
complished something that is a true benefit to all 

The man with the smile
Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

Bart Rich loved to entertain and won many contests.

Bart and Judy Rich loved going on cruises.

communities like ours when he went to the Florida 
Legislature in Tallahassee and was successful in re-
solving an issue with water rates. Had he not done 
what he did, we would be paying much higher rates. 
That was quite an important issue, and we all still 
thank him for those efforts.

Moving on to other areas of interest, Bart became 
very involved with the Fairfield Village Social Club 
and was still President at the time of his passing. He 
organized many events and continued to be success-
ful putting together not only outstanding social gath-
erings but also many very entertaining shows.

Along with the Social Club, Bart was very involved 
with the Fairfield Village Newsletter. He knew how 
to get advertisers and to keep them. It will be very 
hard to find a replacement with his enthusiasm and 
“know how.”

Anyone who knew Bart knew of his love for play-
ing billiards. He was instrumental in organizing the 
Fairfield Village Billiards Club that brings in excep-
tional players to join in. 

There are at least 4 active teams at the present 
time and his absence will leave a void for quite some 
time.

His love for billiards gave him the incentive to 
enter a pro-am billiards tournament held at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. As luck 
would have it for both of them, he was paired with 
Jeanette Lee, very highly regarded professional. The 
pair won the big tournament and the unique trophy 
signed by many of the pros is one of Bart’s posses-
sions that Judy treasures.

Other than going back home to Maine for visits, 
Bart and Judy loved going to the beach and on 
cruises. 

Often Bart was the winner in the karaoke contests 
that so many people enjoy on those cruises. His in-
fectious, almost mischievous grin could attract a 
crowd, and he could really sing.

I was at a local restaurant one night when Bart 
was entertaining. 

I could not help noticing that the diners would ac-
tually stop eating to enjoy his music. With the way 
we “seniors” like our food, I would say that was quite 
a testament to his charisma.

I started this piece mentioning Bart’s smile. That 
was one of his trademarks. 

We, here in Fairfield Village, will sorely miss that 
gentleman who epitomized our motto of “a lively 
place filled with lovely people.” Bart Rich was a 
“lively” man with a “lovely” smile that we will re-
member. Rest in peace.

Plans are being made for a memorial service and 
will be announced when completed.
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can tell you I am not for arming our teachers. I will 
never be for arming our teachers.” 
McCall says she gets nightmares thinking about dif-
ferent scenarios in which a teacher or a child might 
be mistaken for the shooter when split second deci-
sions must be made. 

The school board will make the final decision on 
how Marion County schools will be protected. How-
ever, McCall pointed out that she is only one among 
five. In order to voice your views about arming 
teachers, she asks that the public email school board 
members, write letters to the editor and appear at 
the next school board meeting which takes place at 
5:30 p.m. March 27 at 512 SE 3rd St., Ocala. If you 
want to address the board during the 30 minute tele-
vised portion you must fill out a form in advance. 
Check www.marionschools.net or telephone 352/671-
7703.

 McSwain, a member of the Sheriff ’s Citizen Advi-
sory Board, and DeGeneste, past chair of the group, 
both presented two simple first steps that can easily 
be achieved without violating the Second Amend-
ment. McSwain argued for limiting clip size while 
DeGeneste seeks to ban armor piercing rounds. Mc-
Swain also asked the audience to consider the in-
credible cost for liability insurance and the question 
of who would pay.

Holding up pictures of four fire arms. McSwain 
asked the audience to choose the assault rifle among 
them. To the uninitiated three looked like simple ri-
fles with which to shoot squirrels or deer, with the 
AR-15 appearing strikingly more fearsome.. Mc-
Swain said all four use the same bullets, have the 
same muzzle velocity and can fire the same number 
of rounds. 

So what is the definition of an assault rifle? He ar-
gued that “on a national or state level legislators can 
move very quickly to limit clip size. . .not the most 
important issue but a step that can easily be taken. 
There are limits on the type of fire arms that people 
can own. It is illegal to own a fully automatic weapon 
and yet a fully automatic weapon can look like any 
of these rifles right here. When you use the term as-
sault rifle or weapon be aware that it doesn’t have to 
do with the style . Semi automatic weapons are just 
as deadly across the board no matter what shape 
they come in.”

McSwain and DeGeneste maintained that a simple 
handgun is virtually useless against weapons of war, 
leading police to be among the very strongest voices 
against assault rifles for self-protection. 

All panelists are against arming teachers because 
even trained, full time swat teams cannot prevail 
against a weapon capable of firing 100 rounds a min-
ute and penetrating armor, cars or even concrete 
walls

DeGeneste, repeatedly describing himself as an 

GUNS
Continued from Page A1

ex-cop for 25 years, said arming teachers is the 
worst thing he can think of and his daughter, a re-
tired deputy school superintendent in Fairfax 
County, Virginia, has told him he would no longer be 
her father if he ever recommended that position. 
Pointing out that that most mass shootings have oc-
curred in suburban or rural communities not in 
inner cities where schools have one way in and one 
way out, he used West Port as an example of how 
easily someone with an assault rifle could wreak di-
saster. An individual could drive up at 3 p.m. in a 
van with tinted windows and start shooting from 200 
yards away. Someone with a Glock at the school en-
trance wouldn’t have a chance. 

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, revered by 
conservative Second Amendment absolutists, wrote 
that the Constitution allows us to take into consider-
ation types of weapons according to deGeneste who 
says that no one needs a weapon of war in his home. 
A lifelong member of the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, the largest organization of its 
kind in the world, the ex-cop said its recommenda-
tions included reinstatement of bans on assault 
weapons, internet gun and ammo sales and high ca-
pacity magazines. The group also calls for stiffer pe-
nalities for illegal gun ownership, supports 
in-person transactions and opposes concealed carry 
permits.

 Ebanks said students are scared. Focus groups 
are addressing their issues, using videos and meet-
ings with administrators to form a platform on 
which students can voice their opinions and pro-
pose action. 

Local students, members of what Gilbert calls 
Generation eXcellence, are motivated in part be-
cause they lost friends at Parkland, Gilbert said. He 
wants to get them involved in the political process 
because numbers count and if they are loud enough 
their voices will be heard. 

Smart politicians will listen to the 70% of the 
American public who want gun controls rather than 
to the NRA in the person of Marion Hammer, the 
“real governor of Florida.” Gilbert was shocked to 
hear Deputy Superintendent of Schools Craig Ham 
advocate for arming teachers on MSNBC, saying 
such action would only cause confusion and likely 
lead to the detriment of everyone..

When Seaman pointed out that amazingly Talla-
hassee finally sent legislation to the Governor elimi-
nating bump stocks and raising the minimum age 
for gun ownership to 21, discussion turned largely to 
the need for mental health with Gilbert suggesting 
that the $67 million awarded to arm counselors, li-
brarians and coaches might better be invested in 
mental health.

Quoting his wife Annette Alber who feels that vio-
lence always begins with disenfranchisement, Mc-
Swain said “our community is wounded. Our civic, 
moral and ethical fiber has been stretched and torn. 

We need to provide safety for our youth and for each 
other but we are all responsible for doing so 
whether we are in favor of fire arms or not. “ Mc-
Swain asked when the NRA is going to show con-
cern for students not just for the “me” culture. 
“They need to know that they too have responsibili-
ties as well as rights and we need to repeatedly re-
mind them of that fact.”

An audience member opined that shooters are 
often bright misfits to whom nobody listened. Mc-
Call responded by citing a teacher who each Friday 
asked her students “who do you want to sit next to?” 
in order to identify those no one chose. She then 
placed them next to the most popular in order to 
teach kindness and compassion.

When asked if kids would know what to do if they 
saw something disturbing, Ebanks replied that 
there are counselors in her school but each carries 
about a 700 person load and they concentrate on ac-
ademic problems. Moreover many kids are afraid of 
being made fun of so they hesitate to voice their 
concerns. “We must find a way to change our cul-
ture,” Ebanks said. Gilbert concurred, adding that 
guidance counseling should be revamped to include 
mental and emotional success not just academic re-
quirements.

DeGeneste said that although we incarcerate 
more people than any other country in the world, 
we are not more mentally deranged than other peo-
ple. We just have more guns. We need national laws 
so that people living in places like Chicago with 
strict gun control laws can’t simply drive a few miles 
out of town to buy them. 

We also need to stop warehousing mental patients 
in our prison system in order to enrich the private 
prisons which proliferated after mental health facil-
ities were largely abolished in the 1980s.

When asked about promotion of values , Gilbert 
said that schools can only do so much and, with cy-
peractivity rampant, cultural changes can be ad-
dressed only when people feel open discussion is 
more welcome. 

 In conclusion, Seaman pointed out that once 
again Marion County must ask voters to approve a 
referendum in August to fund basic services for our 
school system because Tallahassee is not spending 
as much on education as it did in 2008 Gilbert sug-
gested that perhaps it’s because of leg.islators like 
State Rep. Elizabeth Porter who recently scoffed at 
Parkland’s democratic participation, saying: “The 
adults make the law because we have the age, we 
have the wisdom, and we have the experience.” To 
which Gilbert’s response is “We don’t have the years 
but we have the knowledge.”

Students are rallying at 4 p.m. Saturday, March 24, 
at the Ocala downtown square to promote a new 
way of thinking that will guarantee the safety of our 
public institutions. 
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An interesting aspect to people is there procliv-
ity toward hypocrisy. By that I mean we say 
one thing but we really do not mean it or it 

does not really apply to us personally.
I was complaining about this to the Gracious Mis-

tress of the Parsonage this past week.
“Why is it,” I said most curiously, “people really 

don’t mean what they say?”
She responded by saying, “I always mean what I 

say.”
Being the kind of husband that I am, I refused to 

contradict her reply. Therefore, I am not referring to 
her in these comments. People just don’t say what 
they mean.

For the past month, I’ve been having issues with 
shingles and nerve pain all the way down my right 
arm. It’s very painful and I hope it goes away soon. 
Let it be clear that pain and me are not friends. The 
sooner the pain leaves, the better it’s going to be for 
me.

But I digress. My condition has been a very clear 
focus of my life these days. After all, it’s my pain that 
I have to live with every day.

It happened just the other day when somebody 
that I was passing on my way into Publix said to me, 
“Hi, how you doing?”

People don’t say what they really mean
Well, I thought to myself, he asked so I begin to 

tell him about my condition and all of the aspects 
associated with it. Within a few moments I could tell 
he was not very much interested in how I was doing.

I continued with all of the details and then he 
suddenly looked at his watch and said, “That’s inter-
esting, but I am late for an appointment and I have 
to leave right now.”

Well, okay, but after all, he asked the question I 
didn’t. If he wasn’t interested in how I was doing, 
why did he ask?

See how people say things they don’t really mean?
This happened to me several times with people I 

had never met before. The asked the question about 
how I was doing, when I began telling them how I 
was doing, they had no real interest in how I was 
doing.

That rather frustrated me. How I was doing was a 
very important aspect of my life and sharing my 
pain was someone else was something I wanted to 
do. However, nobody was interested in my pain.

It brought me down to a point of discouragement. 
I had to stay home for several days because of the 
condition I was in. I could not drive and so I stayed 
home.

Then something different opened up for me.
As I was sitting there, reveling in my displeasure 

and discomfort the telephone rang.
I answered the phone and it was somebody trying 

to sell me something. They began by saying, “Hello, 
how are you doing today?”

That is all I needed to hear. I began to tell him ex-
actly how I was doing with all of the pain and dis-
comfort I was experiencing. I went on and on even 

though several times he tried to interrupt my little 
speech. He asked and so I was telling.

Three minutes into my little speech, I heard the 
telephone go “click” and there was nobody on the 
other end of the line.

I sat back in my chair and smiled rather deeply. 
Why did this person asked me how I was doing if he 
wasn’t interested in it?

It was quite an afternoon, I’ll tell you that. I don’t 
know if the word got out that I was sick and at home, 
but the phone rang constantly all afternoon. Every-
body asked me, “Hello, how are you doing?” And, I 
told them how I was.

All that afternoon I dominated the conversation of 
every telephone solicitor that called. I never al-
lowed them to get a word in edge wise because they 
asked me how I was doing and I was going to tell 
them.

“What in the world,” she said as she walked to-
wards me, “are you all smiling about?”

“All afternoon,” I explained to her, “people were 
calling me asking me how I was. And so I spent all 
afternoon telling these people exactly how I was.” I 
then chuckled.

She just looked at me and then broke out laughing 
herself.

I found out the telemarketers are not really inter-
ested in “How you are.” All they’re interested in is 

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

See PASTOR on Page A5
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selling something I really don’t need. 
But I enjoyed the day telling them how 
I was doing.

That’s the way it is with most people 
today. They say one thing but they re-
ally do not mean it. They do not want 
to know how I am doing. It is just 
something they politely say when they 
do not know what else to say.

David understood this when he 
wrote, “They speak vanity every one 
with his neighbour: with flattering lips 
and with a double heart do they 
speak” (Psalm 12:2).

How often does this happen in our 
daily life.

Then David said this about himself, 
“My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and 
the meditation of my heart shall be of 
understanding” (Psalm 49:3).

As I was sitting in my chair nursing 
my pain, I came to at least one conclu-
sion. I am not going to ask people how 
they are unless I really want to know 
how they are. 

Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellowship, Ocala, FL 
34472. He lives with his wife in Silver 
Springs Shores. Phone 352-687-4240 or 
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The 
church web site is www.whatafellow-
ship.com.

PASTOR
Continued from Page A4

Happenings
Friday, March 23
Two-day Oak Trace sale

Oak Trace Villas will be having its 
semi-annual community yard sale on 
Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 
24 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oak Trace is 
on 103rd Street Road just south of 200. 

Saturday, March 24
The Landing Lites Pops Concert

The Landing Lites, resident chorus 
at Marion Landing, SW 65th Ave. Rd. 
(across from Queen of Peace R.C. 
Church), will present their annual 
Pops Concert on Saturday, March 24, 
at 7 p.m. The program includes 11 
popular numbers from Broadway, 
Movies, and the Great American Song-
book--including favorites such as 
“Razzle Dazzle,” “Aquarius/Let the 
Sunshine In,” “It Had to Be You,” and 
three outstanding medleys: (1) Phan-
tom of the Opera.   

Ed Lojeski’s 10 minute arrangement 
captures the essence of this award 
winning musical. (2) A Tribute to the 
Armed Services,  this selection high-
lights all of the official U.S. Millitary 
songs/hymns.  (3) An American Cele-
bration which features six of our coun-
try’s most celebrated patriotic songs.  
Topping all of these hits are 2 out-
standing soloists: (1) Multi-talented, 
pianist and arranger, Bob Cubbage 
will play a selection of jazz numbers; 
(2) Soprano Mary Mahoney, ,will per-
form four numbers: “If I Loved You,” 
“I’m Gonna Wash That  Man Right Out 
of My Hair,” “I Have Dreamed,” and “I 
Enjoy Being a Girl.”   Tickets for this 
program are $5 and may be purchased 
at the door.   

Saddle Oak Club annual yard sale

Saddle Oak Club annual yard sale 
will be Saturday, March 24, 7 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saddle Oak is on SR 200 across 
from Heathbrook/Publix.

Yard sale in Clubhouse and on Club-
house grounds by the community resi-
dents.  

Breakfast and Lunch will be served. 
There will also be a great bake sale.
The event will be held, rain or 

shine.

Worship service at TimberRidge
 
Countryside Presbyterian Church 

provides Christian Ministry to resi-
dents of TimberRidge Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, 9848 SW 110th 
St., Ocala and holds bimonthly wor-
ship services.

If you have a loved one, or friend at 
the TimberRidge Center you are in-
vited to attend our next service on Sat-
urday, March 24 at 10:15 a.m.

For further information, please call 
the church office at (352) 237-4633.

Countryside Open House

Countryside Presbyterian Church 
(USA), 7768 S.W. Hwy 200 is having an 
Open House on Saturday, March 24 
from 9 to 11 a.m.

You are invited to learn more about 
us, have a tour of our beautiful church 
and join us for coffee, donuts and fel-
lowship.

For further information, please call 
the church office at (352) 237-4633 or 
view our website at counrysideocala.
org.

Sunday, March 25
Chamber Music Society

The Marion Chamber Music Society 
presents Duo-B, featuring Ocala na-
tive Dr. Philip Borter and his wife Hi-
rono, playing cello and violin. The 
program is at Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church, 6455 West 200 on Sunday 
March 25 at 3 p.m. 

Philip, earned his Doctorate in per-
formance from Eastman School of 
Music, and is currently assistant pro-
fessor of Music at Luther College, 
Iowa. Hirono is a member of the 
Dorian Summer Camp for strings fac-
ulty. Both have won numerous awards, 
and are touring performers, jointly as 
Duo-B, and in other chamber instru-
ment groupings as well.  As Duo-B, 
they have performed across America, 
Europe and Asia. 

Their program in Ocala will include 
Baroque, Romantic and Contempo-
rary selections. Marion Chamber 
music concerts are “Always Excep-
tional Always FREE.” For more infor-
mation please visit our website, www.
marionchambermusic.com or call 867-
1340. 

Monday, March 26
40 and 8 veterans to meet

The 40/8 veterans group will hold its 
monthly  meeting on Monday. March 
26 at 1 p.m. on the second floor of the 
Bank of The Ozarks building at the en-
trance of On Top of The World on 
State Road 200. Come early to enjoy 
light refreshments with fellow veter-
ans. Please remember to bring house-
hold supplies for the Fisher House in 
Gainesville.  

For further information telephone 
Jerry 352-322-5966.

Tuesday, March 27
Christian Women’s luncheon

Ocala Christian Women’s Connec-
tion invites you to the our “Spring 
Fling Quarter Auction” luncheon 
Tuesday, March 27 at the Hilton of 
Ocala from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  
The doors open at 11 a.m.  The special 
feature is our Spring quarter auction.  

See HAPPENINGS on Page A11



A6 Wednesday, March 21, 2018 West Marion Messenger

After spending several days in the Atlanta area 
last week, I won’t complain about the traffic in 
Ocala! I can’t believe I use to drive in that traf-

fic every day. However, there were many good things 
about my trip: Granddaughter Nicholle had a beau-
tiful wedding at Hightower Falls in Cedartown and 
granddaughter Tara gave birth to her son (6 weeks 
early). If you ever have the opportunity to visit the 
Cedartown, Georgia area, make a point to go to High-
tower Falls – it is a beautiful place in the middle of 
“nowhere”.

The March Ladies Luncheon was held on the 9th 
at the Iron Skillet Restaurant in Reddick. There 
were only twenty women in attendance, but they en-
joyed the outing. This was also a “farewell” lun-
cheon for Dottie Hefferon. Dottie is leaving our area 
and moving to Georgia to be near her family. We 
wish her well on this new chapter of her life. The 
April luncheon is scheduled for Friday, the 13th, at 
the Stone Creek restaurant.

Don’t be scammed by the latest phone call scam! 
The caller will say he/she is calling about the new 
Medicare card you should receive. You are then 
asked for your Social Security number, as well as 
other private information. DO NOT give them any 
info – just hang up the phone! Yes, new cards are 
going to be distributed, but you will not get a phone 
call asking for this information – the Social Security 
Administration already has this info and they never 
call asking you to verify your number.

After a few cold, frosty mornings, the grass has 
turned brown. You may be tempted to water your 
lawn every day, but this is not allowed by the county. 
Beginning on March 11th, the following restrictions 
were given: If your house number is an odd number, 
you may water on Wednesday and Saturday; even 

number addresses may water on Thursday and Sun-
day. These restrictions also apply to those who have 
wells! Let’s all follow these rules.

Attention all Bingo players – the games are held 
the second and fourth Tuesday each month, so that 
means the next game night is Tuesday, the 27th.

Mark your calendars for the Italian Night – April 

14. This will be a great evening with entertainment 
by Vinny B. Tickets are available from Grace Magu-
ire and Judi Hargraves.

A trip, a luncheon, and a new scam Quail Meadow
Carolyn Slocumb

Photos are of the Hightower Falls in Cedartown, Georgia.
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Ocala Palms resident 
Raymond deBrauwere 
celebrated his 90th birth-
day on March 14. A cele-
bration was held for 
close family members 
and friends at Chefs of 
Napoli on Saturday.

Raymond and Shirley deBrauwere also celebrated 
their 66th wedding anniversary.

Raymond is pictured here with his three sons, Bill, Scott and John.

Ocala
Palms:
90 years & 
60 years
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Guest columnOur view

Think twice before

raising the tax bar

Jim Clark
Editor

March: Pi, Patrick, brackets, baseball

Congress tanks,
but does it
really care?

BY LEE H. HAMILTON
Special to the Messenger

We’re at a watershed moment in 
American political history. Our Con-
gress — I’m talking about the people’s 
body, the institution created by our 
founders, and not just the men and 
women who currently inhabit it — is in 
deep trouble. And no one seems to be 
offering hope.

Its public standing is abysmal, occa-
sionally dropping into the single digits 
in polling. Very few people seem to re-
spect it, even on Capitol Hill. Small 
surprise, as the Pew Research Center 
reported the other day, that “More 
members of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives are choosing not to seek 
re-election to that body than at any 
time in the past quarter-century.” 
Since filing deadlines haven’t passed 
in most states that number is almost 
certain to grow.

Just as worrisome, power is shifting 
decisively to the President. The “bal-
ance of power” you read about in 7th-
grade civics? It’s a myth today. 
Co-equal branches? Not any more. 
Members of Congress over the years 
have delegated much of their power to 
other branches, especially the execu-
tive, so that they can escape account-
ability for tough choices. It allows 
them to focus more on getting re-
elected, and on the local and constitu-
ent interests that are their electoral 
bread and butter.

Here’s what may be the most dis-
couraging thing of all: there was a time 
when congressional leaders would 
forcefully defend the Congress. They 
don’t even bother to do that any more. 
In fact, it’s not unusual to find them 
defending their own leadership but 
criticizing the institution they lead.

To ponder what we can do about it is 
to confront a long list of daunting chal-
lenges. For starters, congressional 
leaders have abandoned two centuries 
of precedent, a traditional set of 
norms, customs and procedures that 
allowed a body representing the com-
plexities of the entire country to arrive 
at policy solutions that by and large 
spoke to the public good.

Today, bills are often drafted outside 
the committee system, without careful 
deliberation, consideration, or even 
participation by most members. The 
leadership has accumulated more and 
more power, leaving ordinary mem-
bers out of the loop, especially in the 
all-important budget process.

We’re saddled with a Congress that 
affords special interest groups far too 
much power. Their representatives 
and lobbyists swarm over Capitol Hill 
to influence and cajole, write 
speeches, supply talking points, and 
funnel money and favors of all descrip-
tions to members. And because 
re-election is so expensive, Congress 
not only accepts all this, but seeks it 
out. Ordinary citizens have lost influ-
ence in the process.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for 
the Indiana University Center on Repre-
sentative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar, IU School of Global and Inter-
national Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice, IU School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. 

March is always one of my favor-
ite months because there is so 
much going on.

Last week, in four consecutive days, 
we had Pi day (remember your math, 
pi is 3.14); the Ides of March (not Julius 
Caesar’s favorite), a key biblical day 
(remember John 3:16) and St. Patrick’s 
Day.

Then there are my favorites, brack-
ets and baseball.

After the first day of the NCAA 
games, I was convinced that it was a 
waste of time to even bother to check. 
But then the results came in on Friday 
and I was in the 92nd percentile, with 
300,000 people-plus a few ahead of me.

I was shocked on Saturday night 
after all the results were in to find my-
self in the top 25,000, meaning I had 
passed about 300,000 people. I was in 
the 99th percentile. Heck, I rarely got 
that high on my standardized tests in 
school.

The picks that really helped were 
the two victories by Loyola of Chicago. 
I had seen them earlier in the year 
when they beat the Gators, and how 
can you pick against a school that has a 
98-year-old nun as a mascot.

But on Sunday it all went south, 
starting with Michigan State’s loss. I 
had picked them to win the whole 
thing. Then Xavier, Cincinnati and 
North Carolina lost. Now I’m in the 
89th percentile. Oh well, wait 'til next 
year.

Then there’s baseball. 
The regular season starts next 

Thursday, March 29. With it comes the 
fantasy leagues.

On the surface, the Florida Legis-
lature’s approval for a constitu-
tional amendment to be placed 

on the November ballot requiring a 
two-thirds vote of the Legislature to 
raise taxes rather than the usual ma-
jority sounds appealing. 

However, with Florida having one of 
the lowest tax burdens in the country, 
it has a growing list of unmet public 
education, transportation infrastruc-
ture, mental health, social services, 
and environmental preservation 
needs. This should cause voters to 
question whether constraining the 
Legislature’s taxing flexibility would 
do more harm than good.

When peeling back the super-major-
ity tax increase requirement, unin-
tended consequences are revealed 
that could handcuff the state’s capac-
ity to fiscally manage the changing cir-
cumstances and increasing needs of a 
growing state population.

Research shows that investors are 
reluctant to buy bonds from a state 
with reduced flexibility to raise reve-
nue. This generally results in lower 
bond ratings and higher interest pay-
ments making the cost of bond-fi-
nanced projects, such as new 
transportation infrastructure and pub-
lic buildings, more expensive.

With a super-majority making it 
more difficult to raise taxes, state law-
makers would be inclined to shift the 
cost of government to other taxpayers 
or local governments. Florida state 
lawmakers have already shifted signif-
icant costs to local governments that 
are fiscally underwritten by property 
owners.

Reduced flexibility to meet budget 
needs would place state trust funds at 
further risk, given the Legislature’s 
track record. Since 1992, the state’s Af-
fordable Housing trust fund has been 
raided 17 times totaling over $2 bil-
lion. Tens of millions of dollars have 
been shifted from the Florida Forever 
trust fund for other purposes, contrary 
to a constitutional amendment over-
whelmingly approved by Floridians in 
2014.

 By making it harder to raise taxes, 
budget cuts would almost certainly 
target those services whose recipients 
have little clout at the polls or few ad-
vocates in the Legislature, such as the 
elderly, the poor and the developmen-
tally disabled.A supermajority can be 
used by a small minority of lawmakers 
and special interest lobbyists to thwart 
the will of the majority by demanding 
narrow concessions or the inclusion of 
pet projects. This potential for a legis-
lative minority to hold the majority 
hostage carries the prospect of govern-
ment impasse or shutdown.

Citrus County Chronicle

I have tried playing these leagues in 
the past, but I usually don’t have the 
time to do it right. I hope to better ad-
just my schedules so that this summer 
I’ll have better chances of winning.

When picking my players, I will be 
going all in. During past years, I’ve 
made the mistake of picking some bor-
derline Mets. No more. This time I’ll 
be as ruthless as any general manager.

By the way, I am not a gambler. I only 
enter leagues that are free. I don’t care 
about prizes, I just want to put my 
baseball knowledge to the test.

Oh yes, you want a fantasy explana-
tion. Well, you have a certain amount 
of dollars to spend on your roster. The 
league assigns a value to each player, 
and you have to stay under budget. 
Then you set your lineup for each 
game.

Players earn points based on their 
performance in each game. Standings 
are based on points.

That’s why in some cases I’ll be root-
ing for some players other than those 
on the Mets. And that’s going to be 
tough to do.

Jim Clark is the editor of the West 
Marion Messenger and South Marion 
Citizen.
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ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19) Congratula-
tions, Lamb. This is the 
week to finish your proj-
ect and then bask in your 
well-earned approval. 
(And if you like, you also 
can say “bah” to all those 
detractors.)

TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20) The bold Bovine 
could find a new oppor-
tunity too intriguing to be 
ignored. But don’t charge 
into it. Go slowly so you 
see how things develop 
as you get more involved.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) You might try to 
soften your stand on that 
important issue. A little 
more flexibility actually 
could get you what you’re 
looking for. A new friend 
enters the picture mid-
week.

CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22) Your inner voice 
is on the mark when it 
advises you to tackle that 
family problem now! The 
sooner you’re able to 
come to terms with it, the 
better it will be for every-
one.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) 
Someone reveals import-
ant news about a long-
time associate. But 
before you decide how to 
deal with this informa-
tion, make sure it’s reli-
able, and not simply 
self-serving.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22) Some intensive 
soul-searching early in 
the week can help you 
reach a decision by 
week’s end that should 
please both you and the 
other person involved. 
Good luck.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22) The possibility of a 
career change is intrigu-
ing. Learn more about 
what it can offer and 
what it cannot. Weigh ev-
erything carefully. And 
ask questions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21) Work is your pri-
ority this week as you try 
to make up for lost time. 
Expect help from some-
one who cares about you. 
Things take a welcome 
turn by the weekend.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21) A health prob-
lem causes some anxiety 
early in the week. But 
prompt medical atten-
tion soon eases every-
one’s concerns. Enjoy an 
arts-filled weekend.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19) As much as you 
might resent it, a chang-
ing situation could re-
quire you to adjust your 
plans accordingly. The 
good news: An associate 
agrees to cooperate.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18) That old prob-
lem is finally resolved, 
just in time for you to 
take on a new work-re-
lated project. This one 
could be the super door-
opener you’ve been look-
ing for.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20) The early part 
of the week presents 
some difficult hurdles. 
But once you get over 
them, you can start to 
focus on matters that are 
more important to you.



A10 Wednesday, March 21, 2018 West Marion Messenger

Bet you can’t eat just one!
A few years ago, Lay’s Potato Chips threw down 

the gauntlet in a new advertising campaign: “Bet 
you can’t eat just one!”

 It was a clever slogan--and had a clever commer-
cial to match. I think the line resonated so much be-
cause it’s true. It’s quite difficult to eat just one 
chip.

Recently, the Lifestyle Office put Stone Creek res-
idents to the challenge as they celebrated National 
Potato Chip day. The day is celebrated across the 
U.S. on March 14. Americans should celebrate as 
Americans consume 1.2 billion pounds of potato 
chips each year. Chips are Americans favorite snack 
food.

It is said that Irish chef, George Crum invented 
potato chips in Saratoga Springs in 1853. It was day 
when a very picky customer kept sending his friend 
potatoes back to the kitchen. 

The customer complained that they were too 
thick and soggy. 

Crum solved the problem by slicing the potatoes 

so thin that they couldn’t be eaten with a fork. The 
customer was so pleased with the chef ’s crispy cre-
ation that they became a regular item on the restau-
rant’s menu.

 By the late 1870s, the term “Saratoga Chips” was 
being widely used as a standard menu item on train 
cars, hotel restaurants, and street carts. 

The name carried on into grocers when the chips 
were made in larger batches by bakeries. They 
shipped them by wagon to the restaurants and gro-
cers by the barrel, and the grocers would then sell 
to private families by the pound. Folks were in-
structed to bake the chips in a hot oven for a few 
minutes, and they would be as crisp as if fried that 
same day. 

“The Dayton, Ohio-based Mike-sell’s Potato Chip 

Company, founded in 1910, calls itself the “oldest 
potato chip company in the United States.” 

New England-based Tri-Sum Potato Chips, origi-
nally established in 1908 as the Leominster Potato 
Chip Company, in Leominster, Massachusetts, 
claims to be America’s first potato chip manufac-
turer. 

Flavored chips were introduced in the 1950s. Po-
tato Chip revenues are over $15 billion a year 
worldwide!”

Stone Creek residents were asked to come out 
and not eat just one but as many as they wanted. 
There were 11 different kinds of potato chips. Some 
thirty plus residents came out and tried new flavors 
but had favorites.

I stopped by to see what people’s favorites were 
and met Scot and Karen Snyder. 

Karen likes the dill potato chip and Scot’s favorite 
is barbeque. Mike and Terri Simpson had different 
likes. Terri is a fan of honey barbecue and Mike is a 
classic guy. I concur with Mike and I like the classic 
chip. 

Enjoy your chips even if not on National Potato 
Chip Day! 

Stone Creek
Patricia Gizzi
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Ladies, bring your quarters to get in on the fun 
with some wonderful offerings.  Our speaker is Ann 
Combs from Clermont sharing “Decisions, deci-
sions, decisions!”.  

Admission is $20.  Please RSVP for lunch and free 
childcare to Claudia at 228-2126 or Eve at 732-7053 
by Wednesday March 21.

Friday March 30
Beth Israel Passover Seder

Congregation Beth Israel of Ocala will hold a 
Passover Seder on Friday, March 30, at 6 p.m. at the 
Enrichment center of the First Congregational 
Church, 7171 SW Highway 200 in Ocala. 

The seder will be led by Rabbi Karen Allen who 
will interpret the Passover story with song, story 
and teaching. 

The seder is appropriate for all ages and families 
are encouraged to attend.

The Passover meal will include traditional favor-
ites such as homemade chicken soup with matza-
balls, gefilte fish, rotisserie chicken with vegetables 
and potatoes, desserts and beverages. The cost is 
$30 for members; $35 for non-members. Please 
make checks out to Congregation Beth Israel of 
Ocala. Contact Sonia Peterson, 352-307-3662 for res-
ervations and further information. Please R.S.V.P. by 
March 27.

Saturday, March 31
Brick City Beer and Wine Festival

The fifth annual Brick City Beer and Wine Festi-
val will be held Saturday, March 31 from 2 to 8 p.m. 
at Citizens’ Circle, 151 SE Osceola Ave.

The beer and wine tasting portion of the event 
will take place from 2 to 6 p.m. and will feature un-
limited sampling from more than 20 local and re-
gional craft beer and wine vendors, four food 
trucks, and crafts and sales vendors. New to this 
year’s event, “Kid’s Suds Saloon,” a soda tasting 
booth, will be available for guests ages 12 and under 
from 2 to 6 p.m.

From 2 to 6 p.m., live entertainment will be pro-
vided by local band, R-Style. From 6 to 8 p.m., event 
headliner, Nuthin’ Fancy, a Lynyrd Skynyrd tribute 
band, will perform. Beer will be available for pur-
chase during this time.

Tickets for this event are $35 per person and can 
be purchased at www.brickcitybeerfest.com. A $15 
general admission ticket is available for those wish-
ing to attend the event and concert, but not sample 
alcoholic beverages from 2 to 6 p.m. Admission is 
free for children ages 12 and under. This event is 
rain or shine and coolers will not be permitted. 
Tickets are non-refundable.

This annual event is hosted by the Ocala-Silver 
Springs Rotary Club and the Ocala-Sunset Rotary. 
Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Inter-
faith Emergency Services. Last year, at the fourth 
annual Brick City Beer and Wine Festival, partner-
ing rotary clubs raised approximately $30,000 for 
Kimberly’s Center for Child Protection. The pre-

senting sponsors for this event are CBC National 
Bank and Hotel Development and Management 
Group (HDG).

For more information, visit www.brickcitybeer-
fest.com or email brickcitybeerfest@gmail.com. 

Friday, April 6
Medical myths, lies and half-truths

True or false:  Eight glasses of water a day are 
mandatory for staying hydrated.  Vitamin C protects 
you from catching a cold.  Frequent snacking is the 
quickest way to sabotage a diet.  Natural foods are 
always better for you.

What all these nuggets of medical wisdom have in 
common are myths, half-truths, and misconceptions.  
In this information age when supposedly accurate 
medical advice is as close as the click of a computer 
mouse, myths still surround us.

This lecture by Pat Wellington is intended to in-
crease your ability to recognize medical misinfor-
mation and make use of what is reliable and 
evidence-based. I’ll end with news you can use—
tips for health and nutrition.

One hour  April 6, On Top of the World at Live Oak 
Hall  1-2 p.m. To register call 861-9751.

Saturday, April 7
Queen of Peace golf tourney

The Queen of Peace Catholic Church is having its 
Annual Charity Golf Tournament hosted by Knights 

See HAPPENINGS on Page A12

HAPPENINGS
Continued from Page A5
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of Columbus, Council 9649 at Stone Creek Golf Club 
on Saturday, April 7,  (Rain delay date is Saturday, 
April 14). Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. followed 
by a shotgun start at 8 a.m. Registration fee is $65 
per person and includes complimentary morning 
coffee and donuts, golfers buffet lunch, and golf 
with cart. Par 3 Hole-in-One prizes include a top 
prize of $10,000 or 2 round trip airline tickets to any 
city in the continental U.S or an IPad. During the 
event, there will be a putting contest, a longest drive 
challenge and a closest to the pin challenge.  Pro-
ceeds will permit the Knights to continue their sup-
port of local Marion County charities. For 
tournament details and registration form, contact 
Fred Roberts on or before March 30, by email at 
froberts7@cfl.rr.com.

Yoga at Freedom Library

Saturday, April 7, Yoga at the Freedom Public Li-
brary at 10:30 a.m. This is the final session for the 
year.

For more information, call Ingrid at 854-7950.

Suunday, April 8
Masyter Choir spring concert

The Central Florida Master Choir will present its 
2018 spring concert, “Ein deutsches Requiem” by 
Johannes Brahms, on Sunday, April 8, at 3 p.m. at 

the Countryside Presbyterian Church on SR 200. It 
will be under the direction of Dr. Harold W. Mc-
Swain and accompanied by GayLyn Capitano and 
tympanist Craig Lilly. The second half will include 
secular music, such as “The Entertainer” and “Mis-
ter Sandman”. 

As so many people do year after year, make this 
concert a part of your spring tradition. Come, enjoy, 
and give generously via a “free-will offering” in 
order to help maintain excellence in the musical 
arts in Central Florida.

Also on Sunday, April 15, at 3 p.m. at the Dunnel-
lon Presbyterian Church.  Friday, April 20, at 7 p.m. 
at the Reilly Arts Center.

Friday, April 13
Sheriff’s Foundation spaghetti dinner

Marion County Sheriff ’s Office Foundation spa-
ghetti dinner includes  salad, spaghetti with meat 
sauce, bread sticks and dessert and drink.

It will be Friday April 13, from 4-7 p.m. at the 
Sheriff ’s Office  complex, main entrance,  first 
building on the right after the gate in the multi pur-
pose room, 700 NW 30th Ave., Ocala.

Tickets are available for an $8 donation.
Contact Caitlin Rath at 352-369-6849.

Saturday, April 14
Palm Cay yard sale

On April 14, Palm Cay will hold a community yard 
sale starting at 8 a.m.

Hot dog and asusage lunch available at 10.

100 years of Leonard Bernstein

The Ocala Symphony Orchestra closes the 2017-
2018 season with Subscription Concert 5: 100 Years 
of Leonard Bernstein on Saturday, April 14 at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday, April 15 at 3 p.m. 

Lobby doors and the Reilly’s full bar open one 
hour and a half before each performance, and 
guests are invited to join us for a Chat with Matt one 
hour prior to each show. Tickets start at $15. Stu-
dent tickets are available for $10. The Reilly Arts 
Center is at 500 NE 9th St., Ocala. Tickets can be 
purchased at www.ReillyArtsCenter.com, or by call-
ing the box office at (352) 351-1606 during box office 
hours. Tickets can also be purchased in person at 
the Reilly Arts Center box office. Box office hours 
are Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.. 
Group rates are available for this show.

One of the first world-class conductors to have 
been born and educated in America, Leonard Bern-
stein left a lasting impact on the world of orchestral 
music. Join Maestro Wardell, guest soprano Anna 
Feucht, and the OSO in celebrating his legacy with 
some of his greatest works: Candide Overture, the 
powerful Jeremiah Symphony, and his incredible 
movie score, On the Waterfront. Ryan Kirk (Anthony 
in Sweeney Todd) returns to the Reilly to join Anna 
Feucht as they perform your favorite duets from 
West Side Story!

Sponsored by the Convention & Visitors Bureau 
of Marion County.

Supported by the Ocala Municipal Arts Commis-
sion.
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