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 $ 4,500 00

 Reconditioned E-Z-GO, 48v: A/C Drive Motor,  
 2 Passenger with Independent Front 

 Suspension, Head Lights, Brake Lights,  Horn, 
 Standard Canopy Top,  Custom Colors

 Looks Like New
 RECONDITIONED

 E-Z-GO RXVs

 FINANCING AVAILABLE

 GAS & ELECTRIC
 SALES – SERVICE – PARTS – RENTALS

 8585 SW Hwy. 200 • Ocala, FL 34481
   352-861-7433

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2013!

 A d v a n t a g e G o l f C a r s . c o m

 Base Price on New 2014 Gas or Electric Cars

 NEW 2014 E-Z-GO 
 RXV FREEDOM

 48v: A/C Drive Motor or 13 HP Gas Kawasaki 
 Engine, Both  Models Come Standard: 2 
 Passenger with Independent Front Suspension, 
 Head Lights, Tail Lights, Brake Lights, Horn, 
 Standard Canopy Top,  3 Year Limited Warranty

 $ 7,580 00
 +tax

         5975 Signature Dr. • Wildwood  11962 CR 101 • Palm Ridge Plaza - The Villages

 352-748-0222  352-259-8566 HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm

 +tax

 Factory Authorized
 E-Z Go Dealer

 Come
 Test Drive 

 One Today!

 Support 
 Breast 

 Cancer 
 Awareness

 000JJDFand 

Ellspermann named top principal in U.S.

West Port High School Principal Jayne Ellspermann
holds her award.

West Port administrator honored at surprise assembly

Jayne Ellspermann of West
Port High School in Ocala has
been named the 2015 Na-

tional Principal of the Year by the
National Association of Second-
ary School Principals (NASSP). 

The award was announced
Tuesday at a surprise assembly at
the school attended by Florida
Commissioner of Education Pam
Stewart, elected state and local of-
ficials, students, teachers, and
Ellspermann’s own family. The
announcement came as part of
NASSP’s celebration of  National
Principals Month.

During her 10 years as West
Port principal, Ellspermann has
developed a college-going culture
personalized for students. At West
Port, lunchtime is often “Power-
Hour,” a student-empowerment
initiative Ellspermann launched
giving students autonomy over an
hour of their school day for aca-
demic enrichment, open labs,
clubs, and other creative opportu-

nities. Three years of PowerHour
has produced a more personal-
ized and successful school envi-
ronment: course failure has
nearly disappeared, the gradua-
tion rate has jumped 15 points,
and participation in activities has
increased seven-fold to nearly
70%.

As well, West Port is an “A”
school and boasts the highest test
scores in the district. West Port
students can also graduate with
an associate’s degree before grad-
uating from high school thanks to
an on-campus college program
Ellspermann also spearheaded. 

A former law enforcement offi-
cer, Ellspermann joined Marion
County Public Schools 34 years
ago as a high school social studies
teacher. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from the
University of Georgia and a mas-
ter’s degree in education from the
University of Florida. 

“Jayne Ellspermann believes in

students and pushes them to suc-
ceed by convincing them the fu-
ture is theirs to control,” said
Superintendent George Tomyn of
Marion County Public Schools.
‘Make it a great day or not, the
choice is yours’ is the standard
mantra at WPHS,” he added.
“Ellspermann supports this stu-
dent-focused theme by developing
and leading dedicated teachers
who deliver outstanding instruc-
tion and guidance to West Port
students.” 

“Jayne Ellspermann simply sees
no limit to her students’ potential
nor to the school’s potential to
help them fulfill it,” said NASSP
Executive Director JoAnn Barto-
letti. “Her passion and focus on
personalization, academic rigor,
and collaborative leadership —
hallmarks of NASSP’s Breaking
Ranks framework for school im-
provement — keep her moving

Please see PRINCIPAL, Page 12

ever forward to find creative ways to ensure each student
in her school is known and well served.”

The search for this year’s national principal of the year
started in early 2014 as each state principals association
selected its state middle level and high school principals
of the year. From this pool of state winners, a panel of
judges selected three middle level and three high school
finalists. A separate panel then interviewed and rigor-
ously reviewed the finalists’ applications to select the na-
tional winner. Each finalist received a $1,500 grant, and
the national winner will receive an additional grant of
$3,000. The grants will be used to improve learning at the
school.

For more information about the Principal of the Year
program, please visit www.nassp.org/poy.

The National Association of Secondary School Princi-
pals (NASSP) is the leading organization of and national
voice for middle level and high school principals, assis-
tant principals, and all school leaders from across the
United States and more than 36 countries around the
world. The association connects and engages school lead-
ers through advocacy, research, education, and student
programs. NASSP advocates on behalf of all school lead-
ers to ensure the success of each student and strengthens
school leadership practices through the design and deliv-
ery of high quality professional learning experiences. Re-
flecting its long-standing commitment to student
leadership development, NASSP administers the Na-
tional Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society, Na-
tional Elementary Honor Society, and National
Association of Student Councils. 

PRINCIPAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MARION COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT PHOTOS

West Port Principal Jayne Ellspermann, escorted by Superintendent George Tomyn, walks down a hall
through a sea of high school students.

In addition to fighting fires, re-
sponding to car accidents, and
other medical emergencies,

your Marion County fire fighters
are sporting the color pink
throughout October in efforts to
fight breast and other cancers. 

Fire fighters exposed to car-
cinogens and other chemicals
while on the job are dispropor-
tionately diagnosed with breast
cancer – just one of many cancers
linked to the work fire fighters do.
With one in eight women diag-
nosed each year, an estimated
232,340 new cases of breast cancer
and 39,620 deaths will be reported
in 2013. Among all women af-
fected, 85 percent have no family
history. 

“Your fire fighters and para-
medics work hard to save lives
both on and off the job. They are
motivated to get involved for
many reasons, and often it’s be-
cause they have been personally

affected by the disease,” says
Ryan O’Reilly, a fire fighter and
paramedic with the Marion
County Fire Rescue and secretary
of the Professional Firefighters of
Marion County, IAFF Local 3169.
“We are supporting breast cancer
awareness and prevention by en-
couraging others to give so that no
breast cancer patient goes with-
out life-saving treatments or hav-
ing hope for a cure.”

According to Scott Chappell,
president of the Marion County
Firefighters Benevolence Fund,
the charitable foundation of the
local fire fighters association,
around $10,000 has been raised in
recent years to support families
affected by cancer, cancer re-
search, and provide free mammo-
grams to women who may not
otherwise be able to afford early
detection screenings. 

Last year alone, $3,500 was
raised in support of Michelle-O-

Gram, a local charity established
in the memory Michelle Stan-
dridge, the wife of a Marion
County fire fighter who lost her
battle to cancer. This charity not
only raises money to pay for mam-
mograms, but also helps negotiate
prices with radiology centers,
which allows women without in-
surance or the necessary funds to
obtain mammography testing as
well as breast ultrasounds. For
more information how you can
help, please visit
www.michelleogram.com.

This year, the benevolence fund
is also a sponsor of the Dancing
with the Angels Ball, an event to
help local women affected by
breast cancer. The formal dinner
and dance is on Saturday, Oct. 11,
beginning at 6 p.m. at the Ocala
Holiday Inn. For ticket informa-
tion please call (352) 236-2599

MARION COUNTY FIRE-RESCUE PHOTO

Marion County firefighters sport pink shirts during October.

Firefighters think pink during October

Please see PINK, Page 10

Sheriff Blair releases
free phone application

Marion County Sheriff Chris Blair an-
nounces MCSO’s new, free phone applica-
tion that will help keep our citizens more

in touch with what’s going on in our county.
Whether you’re looking for mug shots, locations
of sex offenders or breaking news alerts, this ap-
plication is a must-download for Marion County
residents.

The Marion County Sheriff ’s Office application
has information on missing persons, most
wanted, sex offenders, inmates and mug shots,
and even a section where citizens can commend
a deputy if they feel they went above and beyond
in the line of duty. You can submit a tip to Marion
County Crimestoppers through this app, either by
phoning it in or by text message.

One of the most important features of this app
is its ability to send out push notifications for
missing persons alerts and for breaking news.
This will allow the Sheriff ’s Office to immedi-
ately alert the community with information about
critical incidents in Marion County.

It is important to note that the money used to
purchase this application did not come out of the
taxpayer’s wallet. This phone app was paid for
with fine and forfeiture money seized from drug
dealers.

A video on how to use the app can be found on
the Sheriff ’s Facebook page. 

Costume rentals available
Do you have your Halloween costume yet? Tired of

dressing up as the same old ghost or witch every year?
Ocala Civic Theatre offers lots of great choices in the
Costume Shop! 

We have thousands of costumes, representing a
wide variety of eras and characters: pirates,
princesses, French maids, medieval kings, Wild West
cowboys, can-can dancers, gypsy fortunetellers, gang-
sters, nuns, and flappers, just to name a few. The The-
atre charges a reasonable rental fee and often is able
to include wigs, shoes, and accessories. 

Don’t wait until the night before Halloween to try to
scare up a costume – the deadline to rent a costume is
Oct. 28. Rentals are by appointment only. No walk-ins.
To make an appointment, call the Costume Shop at
(352) 236-2851, ext. 110, as soon as possible. 
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 OCALA EAST 352-861-2275
 3405 SW COLL EGE RD, STE 207  Col ours Plaza, next to Red Lobster

 OCALA WEST 352-671-2999
 11250 SW 93RD CT. RD.  Next to Chili’s

 CRYSTAL RIVER
 352-794-6155

 1122 N. SUNCOAST BLVD (US 19)
 A block and a half south of Ft. Island Trail

 INVERNESS
 352-419-7911

 3161-C E. GULF TO LAKE HWY
 1/2 mile east of Walmart

 BEVERLY HILLS
 352-527-0779
 4065 N. Lecanto Hwy

 Suite 400

 Digital ReSound Hearing Aids

 STARTING AT  ea.

 DURING THIS EVENT YOU’LL RE CEIVE:

 FREE • FREE • FREE • FR EE
 • Hearing Test • Surround Sound Demonstration • Trial For 30 Days • Gift Bag For The First 30 Appts.

 WEDNESDAY, OCT. 15 - WEDNESDAY, OCT. 22

 “Brilliant”
 It sounds so natural

 Introducing The Incredible . . .
 Resound LiNX ™

 More awareness
 With LiNX TM , you get a more natural sense of what’s going on around you. 
 You know which sounds are loudest, how close they are, and where they 
 come from. So you can react and respond naturally.

 More focus
 With greater awareness, you are able to focus on the voices and other sounds 
 you want to  hear, even in very difficult listening situations, like noisy restau -
 rants. LiNX™ Hearing Devices link directly to your iPad and iPhone.

 More freedom
 With LiNX TM , you can easily move from one place to another, because the hear -
 ing aids automatically adapt to provide you with the ultimate sense of under -
 standing and awareness. So hearing is easy and comfortable wherever you are.

 FREE DEMONSTRATIONS

 As featured on:

 In a recent independent study comparing premium products from six manufacturers, a panel of experien ced 
 hearing-aid wearers gave ReSound’s sound quality top rating.*                                                    *SenseLab hearing aid benchmark test

 FREE iPad Mini
 w/purchase of LiNX™ 7 or 9

 Getting Your Hearing Tested:   SMART

 Getting Your Hearing Tested For Free:

 BE A GENIUS!
 Get the smartest hearing aid in the world – ONLY AT NUTECH!

 w w w . n u t e c h h e a r i n g . c o m

 M-F 9:00 to 4:00 p.m.                             Sat. and Sun. Appt. Needed

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classi-

fied reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS
Advertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the
paper. Deadlines for cancellations are the
same as the deadlines for placing ads,
except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first
day it appears. We will not  be responsible for
more than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments
are made only for the portion of the ad that is
in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $5.12 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $5.12 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to West Marion Messenger 
office at 8810 SW SR 200, Unit 104, Ocala, FL 34481 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

WMM_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11

For your convenience, mail in with payments to West Marion Messenger

office at 20441 E Pennsylvania Ave, Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call...

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

CHRYSLER
2012 Town & Country 

Wheelchair van with 10’’
lowered floor, ramp and 
tie downs Call Tom for 

more info 352-325-1306

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE BUY RV’S,
TRUCKS, TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
& MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Mattress Liquidation  
50% - 80% OFF RETAIL 

WHY PAY MORE?
(352) 484-4772

OCALA
SUMMERGLEN
Community
Garage Sale

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sat. Oct. 25th, 2014

8am to 2pm

South Ocala
3bd/2 ba.  walk in

closets,  living/dining 
open floor plan, all tile 
floors, 2/1 also availa-

ble (352)572-9471
(954)931-5811

PRIME
FARM LAND

ROMEO FLORIDA
Two 40 Acre

Parcels
CALL 

(850)453-9958

★★ NOW ★★
ENROLLING

Cosmetology
Day & Night School

Barber
Night School

Massage
Day & Night  School

Nail & Skin Care
Day  School
Starts Weekly

Introducing
☛☛ NAILS

Night School 
Mn-Tues-Wed 5P-9P

☛☛ SKIN
Night School 

Mn-Tues-Wed 5P-9P

Campus Locations:
•NEW PORT RICHEY
•SPRING HILL
•BROOKSVILLE

352-293-2707
or 866-282-2383
www.benes.edu

★★ ★★ ★★
START A CAREER

IN A YEAR

RN
Seeks Room for Rent

with Bath
352-359-2122

DRIVERS:
$5,000.

Sign-On Bonus!
Great Pay!

Consistent Freight, 
Great Miles on this
Regional Account. 
Werner Enterprises: 

1-855-975-4527

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

Just call and see how 
easy it is to make money 

with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100
MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

Bev and Fred McKarge.

More from Ocala Palms 100 Days of Summer

Charlie and Ruby Kaasper. Donna and Jack Neal.

Please use our e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com



It was a week when everything went
just the way I had planned. It is
hard to express your feelings when

something like this happens because it
rarely happens.

The infamous To-Do-List from the
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage
was completed to her ecstatic satisfac-
tion. That never happens. In fact, I fin-
ished it in time to have a little of “Me
Time.” I sat on the back porch with a
steaming hot cup of coffee and en-
joyed an evening with nothing to do. I
am not sure how long I sat there, but
my coffee was just as hot as it was on
my first sip. I do not know how my wife
does those things. I have never en-
joyed a cup of coffee more.

I had an appointment across town
and in traveling across town I never
hit one red light. I think that should go
into the Guinness book of records. It
has never happened to me before and
I was reveling in the deepest kind of
satisfaction I have ever known. I got to
my destination 20 minutes early. I love
early.

After paying all my bills for the week
and balancing my checkbook, I had
$100 left over. What in the world, do
you do with $100 left over after paying
all your bills? It did not take long to
come up with a solution. I decided to
take my wife out for supper on Friday
night at her favorite restaurant. It was
a glorious night on the town and the
service at the restaurant was superb.

Never have I enjoyed a more wonder-
ful time on the town. The steak was
done to a perfect T, just the way I like
it. The waitress kept my coffee cup
filled to the brim.

All through our meal, neither cell
phones rang nor did we receive a text
from anybody. Now seriously, how
often does that happen? I checked sev-
eral times to make sure my phone was
still on. I sat back and decided to enjoy
our anonymity. It is good to just chill
together.

As we came near the end of our de-
lectable evening repast, I was about to
mention to my wife what a tremendous
week we were having and then...

Then, I woke up. It was all just a
dream. A good dream, but a dream
nevertheless.

Why is it dreams never come true?
Why is it that my dream life is so much
superior to my actual life? No wonder
as a person gets older they want to
spend more time sleeping. I think I am
just about there.

For a brief moment, I experienced
what a perfect week would look like,
even if it was just in my dreams.

A perfect week is not when every-
thing goes our way, because, if every-
thing goes right then you know
something is wrong. Call it pessimism
if you will or maybe just a dash of real-
ity.

It is when things go wrong that I
begin to understand what life is all

about. I begin to understand that noth-
ing is perfect. And, if nothing is per-
fect, then neither am I. I like that. The
only perfect person at our residence is
my wife, and I have her word on that
and she never lies to me.

Demanding perfection is a rather
foolish thing. If I demand perfection
from someone, they in turn are going
to demand perfection from me. That is
more stress than I care to live with, es-
pecially at my age.

After over four decades of marital
bliss, I have made an astounding dis-
covery that has made my life so much
more pleasurable. It took me a long
time to come to this, but I sure am glad
I have. For many years, I was hard on
myself trying to be perfect in every-
thing I did. Then, I got married and all
of that went away. It was a struggle at
first, but I came to one astounding con-
clusion that has changed my life and
brought me to a point of chilling out
for the rest of my life.

In our home only one person needs
to be perfect. That one person is not
me. What a blessing it is to realize that
you are not perfect and you do not
have to live up to that standard of per-
fection. I can be goofy, make mistakes

and act silly and nobody cares. All
those years of trying to be perfect were
wasted.

Now I have come to the place where
I have acceded to the fact that my wife
is perfect. I gladly anoint her as Queen
Perfection in our humble Castle. All of
the burden now rests upon her. She
does not need to worry; I am there to
support her in that aura of perfection.

The nice thing about all of this is,
she does not need much help from me.
It is almost like I am retired for the
rest of my life with nothing else to do.
The burden of perfection does not rest
upon my shoulder. Oh yes, the check-
book. After looking at it while awake, I
discovered I was $100 overdrawn.

Solomon understood this when he
wrote, “All the ways of a man are clean
in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth
the spirits,” (Proverbs 16:2).

Everything does not have to go right
for me to rejoice in the goodness of the
Lord.

them, the likelihood that
medical marijuana will
be any different is slim
to none, per Strickling.

Suncoast officials say
that today’s marijuana
has the highest THC lev-
els ever seen—mari-
juana sold in pot shops
as “medicine” is testing
at THC levels in the mid
20% range, which is
much higher than mari-
juana sold on the street,
and dwarfs levels seen
nearly 40 years ago,
when the average THC
potency was 1.37%. Be-
cause marijuana users
can suffer from difficult
withdrawal symptoms,
such as irritability, de-
creased appetite and
anxiety, treatment can be
a critical first step—and
the number of people
seeking help will likely
grow as marijuana con-
tinues to be the illicit

drug of choice among
American teens and
adults, per Strickling.
Statistics show that daily
or almost daily mari-
juana use increased
from 5.1 million Ameri-
cans in 2007 to 7.6 mil-
lion in 2012. (2)

Strickling maintains
that the key to stemming
the rise of a potential
epidemic is by limiting,
rather than increasing,
access to drugs such as
marijuana. 

Furthermore, public
education about the po-
tential dangers of drug
abuse is critical. 

For people currently
struggling with addic-
tion, treatment is the
first step in helping them
to reclaim their lives
from substance abuse
and returning them to
being healthy and con-
tributing members of so-

ciety.
As a drug treatment fa-

cility (http://www.sun-
coastrehabcenter.com/?k
mas324) that accepts
clients from across the
nation, over 90 percent
of Suncoast’s clients
tried marijuana first be-
fore using other drugs,
and another 60 percent
list marijuana as being
used concurrently with
another drug of choice.

Suncoast’s medical
team designs treatment
programs to physically
address the malnutrition
created by drug abuse,
and the facility’s coun-
seling team tailors client
therapy to help provide
insight into the past—all
intended to help addicts
confront life better, and
without reverting to
drugs.

To learn more about
the Suncoast Rehabilita-
tion Center and its rehab
programs, visit
http://www.suncoastre-
habcen-
ter.com/?kmas324.

Suncoast Rehab Cen-
ter is in Spring Hill, with
a 76% success rate, Sun-
coast Rehab Center pro-
vides long-term
residential treatment, in-
tensive sauna detoxifica-
tion, life skills and
cognitive therapy and
counseling. 
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service . . . 10:30 am
 P ASTOR  

 D AVID  B ELLOWS

 000JFC
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $39 99

 With coupon. 

   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 8:00 am

 Rite II – 10:15 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary
 352-351-9727

 www.ctkaocala.org

 Anglican Church
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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 HANDYMAN
 Weekend Warrior

 “Let Me Do All Your Chores”
 • Home Maintenance/

 Repair
 • Lawn & Yard
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc.

 Very Dependable, Competent & Affordable
 Excellent, Local References.

 Reclaim Your Free Time!
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106
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 AC & APPLIANCE REPAIR

 FREE  ESTIMATES   ON  C ENTRAL  A IR  I NSTALLS

 Air Conditioning & Appliance Repair 

 24 Hours Service!    352-274-6141

 Save 
 Money 
 Call Me 
 First!

 10%  OFF ANY REPAIR
 Not valid with any other offers.

 Pioneer Repair Services, Inc.
 Lic. # CAC018927

 Doing Business for 35 Years

 Honest &                       Dependable

 000JG21

 COMPUTER REPAIR
 COMPUTER 

 PROBLEMS SOLVED
 Your home or business 7 days a 

 week. Microsoft certified engineer. 
 30+ years experience.

 • PC Repairs/Upgrades
 • Virus Removal
 • Router/Network Setup
 • New PC Installs

 Se habla español

 Tech Solutions of Ocala
 352-207-4435

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

   $ 30

  00
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

Ocala West United Methodist Church
9330 SW 105th St. • 845-9550

Furniture, many household items, great clothing sale & many unique items. Donations will be 
accepted at the PODS in the back of the church parking lot on Saturday, 8am ‘til noon Oct. 18. 

After that, all donations can be made at Stanfield Hall.
Please refrain from donating goods that are not operative or unsaleable merchandise.

All 
Proceeds 
donated to 
charities!

Thursday & Friday October 23 & 24, 8am - 4pm
Saturday Oct. 25, 8am - Noon

Unbelievable Bargains

ANNUAL

Junque20 YEAR TRADITION

 renroom@aol.com

 7380 SW 60th Ave.  (Airport Road) Ocala

 352-854-7022

 Readers’ Choice Winner
 ‘08, ‘09, ‘10, ‘11, ‘12, 2013

 PUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
 TO WORK FOR YOU

 TO SELL YOUR FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORIES
 • Location, Location, Location  • Same location for 20 years  • High-Traffic Store 
 • Over  100  new items daily  • Same location for 20 years  • Estate Liquidation

 One Piece to an Entire House

  000JJEE

 Renaissance
   Woman Boutique

 Fine  Plus Size  Consignments
 NOW ACCEPTING ITEMS

 Clothing • Purses • Shoes

 We Proudly Introduce . . .

 BENEFITS THAT PUT MORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET... QUICKER!

 Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm

 Don’t Forget To Check Out...

  6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104
 Ocala, Florida 34476 Ocala, Florida 34476

 Store Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-2 Store Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-2
 www.jandjjewelersocala.com www.jandjjewelersocala.com
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 Wicked  Deals Good

 10%  to  15% 
 OFF

 Fashion
 Jewelry

 Sterling Silver
 with colorful gems

 Nothing 
 Frightening 
 About Our 
 Prices!

 Jasmine Plaza •   352 -401-0001 Jasmine Plaza •  352 -401-0001
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Everyone is at risk for
breast cancer. The two
most important risk fac-
tors are being female
and getting older. Most
women diagnosed with
breast cancer have no
other known factors. To
help reduce your risk, be
sure to maintain a
healthy weight, eat a diet
rich in fruits and vegeta-
bles, exercise and limit
alcohol consumption. 

However, to help mini-
mize the effects of this
disease early detection is
key. 

Your professional fire
fighters encourage
everyone in this commu-
nity to participate in
breast cancer awareness
and prevention activi-
ties. 

For more information
regarding the Marion
County Firefighters
Benevolence Fund
fundraisers, please visit
MCFBF.org. 

PINK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

notice. We feel that young
people want to learn,
want to better themselves,
and only need the guid-
ance that a good school
and a good faculty can
provide.

Jayne Ellspermann has
put together an action
plan that provides the
proper leadership for our
students. We join others
in congratulating her on
her award. 

BEST
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

AMENDMENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

If everything goes right, something’s definitely wrong
Out to Pastor

Rev. James Snyder

Read the
classifieds

Sunday, Oct. 19
Chamber Music Society concert

The Marion Chamber Music Society
(MCMS) proudly presents “The Magic of
Strings” featuring internationally ac-
claimed DUO-B, husband and wife
cello and violin team, Dr. Philip and Hi-
rono Borter, on Sunday, Oct. 19 at 3 p.m.
at Queen of Peace Catholic Church
(6455 SW State Road 200 in Ocala). Ad-
mission is free.

Jazz Society to perform

The Ocala Jazz Society will be per-
forming on Sunday, Oct. 19 from 2 to 5
p.m. at VFW Post 4781 across from Oak
Run. 

The band performs on the third Sun-
day of each month, playing jazz, Big
Band, Dixieland and songs from the
past. $3 donation for Hospice, info:
352—237-0234.

Brunson to speak

Christ’s Church of Marion County will
host Drexel Brunson, PH.D., President
of Empower Resources International,

and former pastor of First Assembly of
God church in Ocala, as quest speaker.
Drexel is well known in our community,
having served on the Sheriff ’s Advisory
Board for Marion County. 

He has travelled internationally buld-
ing churches, schools and administrat-
ing humanitarian aid in countries
around the world. Everyone is welcome
to hear his inspirational message. 10:30
a.m.

Christ’s Church Of Marion County,
6768 SW 80th St. (off SR 200), Ocala, 352-
861-6182 or http://www.ccomc.org/

Monday, Oct. 20
Legion post to meet

The Ralph J Green American Legion
Post 354 will hold its monthly meeting
on Monday, Oct. 20 at 1 p.m. in the com-
munity room of the Sheriff ’s Brian Litz
Building, 9048 SW State Road 200.

Try to arrive early to enjoy light re-
freshments and comradeship with fel-
low veterans. 

For more information, please tele-
phone Commander Jerry Cassatt 352-
322-5966. 



Wednesday, Oct. 15
MOPS at College Road Baptist

Are you a Mother of preschoolers (birth to 5 years)
who would like to visit with other mothers while free
child care is provided?

If you need friendship, encouragement, support
and fun, come to College Road Baptist Church, 5010
SW Hwy. 200, Ocala every first and third Wednesday
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

We are inviting you to a MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) program. We all have times when we
need to get away. We hope we will see you there. Also,
visit us at Collegeroad.org for more information.

Thursday, Oct. 16
Air Force group to meet

The October meeting of the Red Tail Memorial
Chapter 136 of the Air Force Association will be held
on Thursday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Ocala Interna-
tional Airport Administration Building, 750 SW 60th
Ave., Ocala.

This will be our yearly awards meeting. Several
chapter awards will be presented.

If you care about educating people about the im-
portance of a strong Air Force please join us and help.

For more information, call Mike Emig at 352-854-
8328.

Violinist at Young at Heart

College Road Baptist Church will have Betty Pip-
kins, violinist, for our Oct. 16 program, at noon. Please
bring a dish to share.

Everyone is welcome to join us. Bring friends and
neighbors for great fellowship.

Phone is 352-237-5741. Church is at 5010 College
Road (Hwy 200).

Friday, Oct. 17
Fish dinners at St. Jude

Our monthly fish dinner is Friday, Oct. 17, from 4:30
to 6 p.m. The menu includes fried or baked fish, cole
slaw, French fries, macaroni and cheese, and dessert.
Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children under the age
of 12. Tickets may be purchased at the door of our
Parish Hall at 443 Marion Oaks Drive.

French group to meet

Le Cercle Des Amis Français meets on the third Fri-
day of every month from 11 a.m. to noon at Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office Community Conference Room
located at 9048 Highway 200, about ¼ mile from Wal-
mart.

The club promotes all things French: language, cul-
ture and fun. You do not have to be a fluent speaker to
join the group. 

Guests are welcome at any meeting. Call Marie Mc-
Neil at 352-854-7397 for more information. Our next
meeting is Oct. 17.

Saturday, Oct. 18
Woman’s Club bazaar

The GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala will have a
Christmas/Holiday Bazaar fundraiser on Saturday,
Oct. 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Elks Club and
Lodge, 702 NE 25th Ave., Ocala. The 12 expected ven-
dors will offer a variety of items for sale such as hand-
bags, jewelry, arts and crafts, cosmetics, jams and
jellies, and specialty teas. Vendors will be providing a
gift or gift certificate for a silent auction. Come do
your holiday shopping with us!

The event is a fundraiser and proceeds will benefit
our many community service projects as well as pro-
vide scholarship funds. GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala
is a non-profit organization and is affiliated with the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, an interna-
tional organization dedicated to community service.
For vendor sponsorship or other information contact
via email to jdelk@marykay.com.

Lions yard sale at Bank of Ozarks

The Ocala 200 Lions Club is having a yard sale on
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Bank of

the Ozarks, State Road 200 in the Friendship Plaza.
Food will be available for purchase.

Arts and craft show

The Queen of Peace Council of Catholic Women will
host their annual Arts and Crafts Show on Saturday,
Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Local vendors will showcase one-of-a-kind art and
handmade items. Lunch will be available for pur-
chase. Proceeds will benefit numerous local entities.

Queen of Peace is at 6455 SW State Road 200, Ocala. 

Indoor yard sale at Joy

Joy Lutheran Church, located at SW State Road 200
at 83rd Place, Ocala, will have its annual Indoor Yard
Sale and Bake Sale on Saturday, Oct. 18 from 7:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in Swenson Hall. The public is invited to do-
nate such items as furniture, tools, gardening equip-
ment and sports related items. Kitchen and
housewares, linens, books, and craft supplies are also
welcome for donation. Please no clothes, shoes or
electronics.

Yard sale items may be brought to Swenson Hall on
Wednesday, Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. to noon, or anytime
during the day on Thursday or Friday, Oct. 16-17, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Baked goods should be brought on Fri-
day. Please have all baked goods wrapped for sale and
labeled, particularly if they contain nuts.

As usual there will be the “vintage” table for the
special treasures as well as a craft and quilt section.
Lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. Mark your calendar for this well-known favorite
community event and join us for a fun-filled day.

For more information call Edie Heinzen (854-7817)
in regards to the bake sale and Patty Corey (854-0660)
or Kathy Hoefer (237-6439) regarding the yard sale.

More on Page 10
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.
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 4511 SW 48th Avenue, Ocala, FL 34474

                     352-304-6433

 Assisted, Independent and Memory Care 

 Come by for a visit! Lunch is on us!

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations

 for Your Pet

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations

 for Your Pet

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566

 Boarding         Grooming Boarding         Grooming

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com 00

0J
F
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 Kennel
 Pet Sitting

 Kennel
 Grooming
 Pet Sitting

 Look for us
 on Facebook
 Look for us Look for us

 on Facebook on Facebook

 It is with great pleasure that  Foxfire Realty  proudly announces
 the appointment of  Martha Maclin-Reynolds  as a member
 of our experienced professional team
 of Realtors.

 “As we all agree, there is no substitute for 
 experience.”  Martha  brings with her over
 27 years of Real Estate experience. As a 
 guiding principle to her premium customer 
 service, Martha will always put your needs first.

 At  Foxfire Realty,  we are confident that should you 
 wisely choose Martha as your Realtor - 
 You have made an excellent choice!

 Whether buying or selling please 
 contact  Martha via cell:
 352-362-1399
 or email: 
 macreynolds@ameritech.net
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  (352) 291-0177   Fax: (352) 291-0199 (352) 291-0177
 11115 SW 93rd Court Rd., Unit #300, Ocala

 TENEMOS LOS PRECIOS MAS BAJOS

 Located on SW 200,
 next to Hungry Howies, 
 near Oak Run and IHOP

 CHECK OUT
 OUR PRICES 

 BEFORE
 FILLING

 ANYWHERE
 ELSE!

 Robins 
 Abraham,
 R.Ph, C.Ph

  (352) 291-0177   Fax: (352) 291-0199 (352) 291-0177
 11115 SW 93rd Court Rd., Unit #300, Ocala

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper
covering news of communities west of Ocala including Fore
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood,
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in
Ocala, Fla., 34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are hav-
ing trouble getting the paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and
S.R. 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432
• Editor - Jim Clark 390-6444

• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers 854-3986
• Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea 854-3986

• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean 352-564-2957 
• Advertising Sales - Paige Lefkowitz 352-564-2902 

• Manager - John Murphy 352-563-6363

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-390-6444 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be
received by Thursday the week before

publication. Mail and photos must be e-mailed
to editor@westmarionmessenger.com. All

contributions are subject to editing for clarity,
taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader
Ads

2 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday

ARIES (March 21 to
April 19) You could be
caught in a torrent of ad-
vice from well-meaning
friends and colleagues
this week. But remember,
Lamb, you are at your
best when you are your
own inimitable self.

TAURUS (April 20 to
May 20) Expect strong ef-
forts to get you to accept
things as they are and not
question them. But ignore
all that and continue your
inquiries until you’re sure
you have all the answers
you need.

GEMINI (May 21 to
June 20) Heavier than
usual family and work-
place duties compete for
your time this week. Try
to strike a balance so that
you’re not overwhelmed
by either. Pressures ease
by week’s end.

CANCER (June 21 to
July 22) It’s a good time
for the Moon Child to
show off your uniquely in-
spired approach to the
culinary skills — espe-
cially if they’re directed
toward impressing some-
one special.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
You might be happy about
the re-emergence of a
long-deferred deal. But
don’t pounce on it quite
yet. Time can change
things. Be sure the values
you looked for before are
still there.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) Try to rein in your crit-
ical attitude, even if
things aren’t being done
quite as you would prefer.
Remember: What you say
now could create an awk-
ward situation later on.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) Although you can ex-
pect on-the-job coopera-
tion from most of your
colleagues this week,
some people might insist
on knowing more about
your plans before they
can accept them.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to
Nov. 21) Creating another
way to do things is com-
mendable. But you could
find some resistance this
week from folks who
would rather stick with
the tried-and-true than
try something new.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
to Dec. 21) You usually
can keep your aim fo-
cused on your goal. But
you might need to make
adjustments to cope with
unsteadiness factors that
could arise over the
course of the week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22
to Jan. 19) News arrives
about a projected move.
Be prepared to deal with
a series of possible shifts,
including starting and fin-
ishing times, and how
much the budget will ac-
tually cover. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) A new relation-
ship needs time to de-
velop. Let things flow
naturally. It could be a dif-
ferent story with a work-
place situation, which
might require faster and
more focused attention.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to
March 20) Accept a com-
pliment without trying to
troll for any hidden rea-
son beyond what was
said. 

Happenings
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 S ENIOR S

 H ANDY  M AN
 Lawn &

 Yard Care
 Palm Tree Trims

 Pressure Washing
 Indoor Fix-it Repair

 Lair 352-445-3369
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West Marion Messenger
8810 W. State Road 200, suite 103,

Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com Opinion

Our principal

is the best

Acouple of years ago, the Citi-
zen and Messenger ran a
story after an interview with

some West Port High School stu-
dents who were going to graduate
with Associate Degrees from the
College of Central Florida a few
weeks before they would get their
high school diplomas.

The students’ knowledge and self-
assurance was evident during the
interview, and it was apparent that
they had been well-trained during
their high school years.

That tradition of graduating stu-
dents in this manner has continued
at West Port and the numbers have
grown. It’s a testament to the stu-
dents themselves, the faculty and
the administration.

When you walk around the West
Port campus, it’s easy to think
you’re at a small college facility.
Everything is de-
signed to bring
out the best in
the young peo-
ple who go to
class there.

It takes someone to pull all this
together, and in the case of West
Port that title belongs to Principal
Jayne Ellspermann.

Now in her 10th year, she has
built up the academics at this
school to a point where it is the
envy of many a person in the educa-
tional community.

Her work has not gone unnoticed.
Earlier this summer, she was
named the Florida Principal of the
Year, quite an honor in a state with
as many schools as the Sunshine
State boasts.

But the recognition did not end
there. This week she was named the
National Principal of the Year at a
surprise assembly at the school in
front of many students, faculty
members and local and state offi-
cials.

We believe it’s an honor well de-
served. 

She has shown that with the
proper motivation and guidance,
today’s young people can become
productive members of society.
When students graduate from West
Port, they know that they have
learned under the leadership of
someone who cares about them,
who wants to see them succeed in
all walks of life.

Other schools, whether in Marion
County or elsewhere, should take
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Amendment is

‘smokescreen’

The Florida Right to Medical Mar-
ijuana Initiative, Amendment 2,
is on the Nov. 4 ballot in the

State of Florida as an initiated consti-
tutional amendment. The measure,
upon voter approval, would legalize
medical marijuana, but its vague
wording prompted a recent Miami
Herald article to dub the amendment
a “smokescreen” that leaves doctors or
caregivers who are negligent in the
recommendations for marijuana use
without any liability in the case of any
mishaps (1)—a statement with which
Florida drug treatment center Sun-
coast Rehabilitation Center agrees.
Suncoast maintains that the amend-
ment is a thinly veiled attempt to fast
track the legalization of recreational
marijuana in Florida and is dedicated
to informing Florida citizens on the
dangers of marijuana and urges edu-
cated voting. Rather than legalizing
medical marijuana, Suncoast execu-
tives advise the use of non-psychoac-
tive substances that help individuals
in need while also keeping public
safety and health intact.

While Amendment 2 seems to have
garnered some Floridians’ support,
those who oppose the legalization
have cited concerns about seemingly
disturbing loopholes in the Amend-
ment:

   Amendment 2 does not require a
doctor’s prescription in order to ob-
tain marijuana because that would vi-
olate federal law; only a doctor’s
recommendation is needed, which is a
determination that an individual suf-
fers from an illness or condition that
the physician feels the use of mari-
juana would be appropriate for relief
of that symptom.

   Furthermore, the issue of liability
has been raised; doctors and physi-
cians and growers, dispensaries and
smokers - everyone within the mari-
juana distribution chain are granted
full civil and criminal immunity and
cannot be held liable for any mishaps.
Essentially, this erases any patient
protections that the current checks
and balances of the legal system offer. 

Suncoast Executive Director, Tammy
Strickling, maintains that the above
technicalities, when combined with
the lax parameters put in place by the
loosely-worded Amendment, allow for
marijuana to be “recommended” for
any possible condition—essentially
making the drug available to all ages
for any type of pain or discomfort.

“There is no age restriction in the
amendment, meaning that teens and
children will be able to legally pur-
chase pot without their parents’ con-
sent. People of any age can be labelled
a “qualifying patient” which simply
means that they have been diagnosed
with a debilitating medical condition
or some other condition, and any care-
giver can assist the child or teen in
getting and using the drug,” said
Strickling.

But Strickling poses yet another
troubling question: will the legaliza-
tion of marijuana act as an impetus for
yet another potential drug epidemic in
Florida, the original home of the pill
mill? As a state which has yet to en-
sure that the only people who have ac-
cess to drugs are those who truly need

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the

opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not neces-

sarily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to

the editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 352-854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community

name, including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be
printed; phone numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good
taste. Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed
on a space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per
month. The deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road
200, suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com.

Many years ago (back in the Dark
Ages) when I was in high
school, I took three years of

Spanish. My teacher was a member of
the religious order at Bergen Catholic
High School, at the time called the
Irish Christian Brothers. His name was
Brother Michael Herman Bradley.

I learned Spanish with an Irish
brogue. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not com-
plaining. In our senior year, we had
one of the parents bake a cake at the
end of the year and we honored him.
Brother Bradley, a crusty old veteran,
was visibly touched. We liked him and
were able to be glad to show him.

Unfortunately, Brother Bradley, who
was laughed at for his saying once,
when he was upset with us, “You’re
men now, kids,” wouldn’t have been
proud of me last Friday evening.

I went all over my cable television to
find the debate between Charlie Crist
and Rick Scott in the governor’s race. I
found it finally, but it was in Spanish.
Sadly, I understood only about one
word out of every 20 or so. I found
where it was supposed to be in Eng-
lish, online only, but I could not get it
to work. So I didn’t get to watch the de-
bate.

How dare Crist and Scott agree to a
debate that couldn’t be understood by
most Floridians? That was unforgive-
able to me, and shows their disdain for
the people of this great state.

I heard one broadcaster offer as an
excuse that “14 percent of Florida vot-
ers are Hispanic.” I’m sorry, but the
flip side is that 86 percent of Florida
voters are NOT Hispanic, yet they
were shut out in favor of the 14 per-
cent. 

I’m all for the Hispanic voters being

Note to Crist, Scott: We speak English

Among Friends

Jim Clark

able to share in the debate in their
own language, preferably with the SAP
button, but making it hard for English-
speaking American-bred people to lis-
ten to that same debate is just plain
wrong.

I also have to wonder why Adrian
Wyllie, the Libertarian candidate for
governor, is being excluded from the
debates. I don’t care about the polls
showing what percentage of votes he
would get … I care about fairness. Wyl-
lie is not some wild-eyed fringe candi-
date who will only get 100 votes total in
the state. He will get thousands of
votes this November, probably not
enough to win, but enough that future
candidates will have to take notice.

After the way Crist and Scott shut
me out of last week’s debate, I’m defi-
nitely considering voting for Wyllie.
People say that it will be a wasted vote,
but if enough of us do that, maybe the
political parties will get the message
that English-speaking Floridians
count, too.

And finally, I have to offer an apol-
ogy to Brother Bradley. Even though
it’s been 53 years since the late brother
had us open our Spanish books, I
should have been able to do better. 

Jim Clark is the editor of the West
Marion Messenger and the South Mar-
ion Citizen. 

Please see AMENDMENT, Page 10

Please see BEST, Page 10

Dominick and Margaret (Peggy) Marino’s home
has been chosen by FFV manager Rachel
Muse as the Home of the Month for October.

This was a very popular choice since many of the
Marino’s neighbors felt this couple deserve recogni-
tion not only for their home and yard, but also be-
cause they are such very good neighbors in all ways.

The comments I heard included, “They are always
so caring and helpful.” “Both Dominick and Peggy
will do anything to help their neighbors.” “They are
just always very nice and so friendly.”

The Marinos moved to Fairfield Village from Al-
bany, New York in September 2006 and they have al-
ways loved the community as it seems evident that
the community loves them as well.

Back in New York, Dominick owned a printing
company and Peggy worked for Fuji Film. They
loved their life there but did not like the cold
weather so they have always enjoyed the warm
weather here in Ocala.

Dominick has always been an avid gardener

which is evident with all the beautiful plants and
shrubs in his immaculate yard. Dominick often
shares his plants and “green thumb” with his neigh-
bors, and says that he does miss having his big veg-
etable garden that he had each year in New York.
He grew corn, tomatoes, and all kinds of vegetables,
along with strawberries and blackberries.

The Marinos are very proud of their family. They
have a daughter, son-in-law and two grandchildren
in Schenectady, New York; and a son, daughter-in-
law and two grandchildren, who live in Michigan.
The smiles of their faces as they spoke about their
family made in quite clear that this is a very loving
group of people. 

Both Dominick and Peggy are avid collectors. Do-
minick has a big collection of model airplanes hang-
ing from the ceiling in his special room. The antique
German helmets really caught my eye along with the
scale model of ill-fated Titanic. 

Peggy’s special passion is for porcelain dolls. Her
collection is very extensive and absolutely beautiful.
Many are on display in a lovely lighted cabinet and
still others are displayed especially in the dining
room. Peggy was always a big “Elvis” fan and she
continues that today with many different kinds of
“Elvis” memorabilia. The dolls and Elvis are kept
separate however—each with its own focus. 

As a special note, we would like to wish Dominick
and Peggy a Happy 49th anniversary. They were
married on October 9, 1965. From the smiles on their
faces it seems sure that they will celebrate many

more happy years together. Congratulations to an
exemplary couple.

It is because of such nice people as the Marinos
that Fairfield Village can continue to claim its repu-
tation as a “lively place filled with lovely people.” 

Fairfield’s Home of the Month chosen

Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

Dominick and Peggy Marino’s home was chosen as
the Fairfield Home of the Month.
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 Thanks so much for replacing our two front tires and rims due to premature wear and doing a front en d alignment. Everything about 

 your business says “We want your business and strive everyday to please our customers and to keep ou r business growing.”
 Again a big thank you and I WILL BE TELLING all my friends about you.  Sincerely, Jim and Debbie Campana
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Walked into the
bank today and a
notice said a hol-

iday was closing the
bank on Monday, October
13, 2014. The sign refer-
enced Christopher
Columbus, so which
president was that, what
year? Seems that this
guy was said to have Dis-
covered America on Oct.
12, 1492 and he was Ital-
ian to boot. ABC News
reports that Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray is ex-
pected to sign the resolu-
tion to name the second
Monday in October “In-
digenous Peoples Day”
which is the same day
our Government recog-
nizes Columbus Day in
America. The Italians
don’t like that change as
it is essentially Italian
Heritage Day as pro-
claimed by Ralph
Fascitelli, who is an Ital-
ian American who lives
in Seattle. 

OK, wait, it is coming
back to me … Columbus
Sailed the Ocean Blue in
14 hundred and 92. He
was not a president at
all, but another sailor
from another country
that landed on the

shores of what we call
America. That was not
mentioned in this article
except not only the Seat-
tle people wanted a
change but the Native
Americans also want
credit for Columbus Day
simply renaming it “Na-
tive Americans Day.” Ei-
ther way, hope you got
Columbus Day Sales at
retail stores, great deals
on furniture. 

Veterans Day is on
Nov. 11 and we already
started celebration of
our veterans here in the
Meadow. Quail Meadow,
I am proud to say, had a
great welcome to Veter-
ans Day yesterday, the
8th, with a photo taken
by Ron Mowrey who as-
sisted me so I could be in
the picture. Maryanne
Ellner and I have been
working with advertising
using the West Marion
Messenger to see how
many veterans live in
Quail Meadow. To date,
we have a list of 75 men
and women living here
who responded. Fifty-
one showed up yesterday
at the clubhouse to be a
part of the group photo.
After the group photo

was taken, we broke our
veterans down to photos
by service representa-
tion being Army, Air
Force, Navy (included
one Coast Guard), and
Marines. We thank all
those who attended this
event. I can say easily
that there was an instant
feeling of friendship and
social union associated
with this new group of
men and women that
will last a very long time
here in Quail Meadow.
Due to renovation in the
clubhouse, our next
meeting will not be until
Jan. 16, and the date will
be made official in the
Messenger by the end of
December.

Other happenings
going on in our Quail
Meadow is a welcome
back party held last Sat-
urday, Oct. 4, with 13 res-
idents. They met at the

clubhouse for ice cream
as well as other great
snacks and desserts
whipped up by Aileen,
Bev and Gracie who re-
ally know how to feed
friends. I was told that
the theme of the event
was .aughter, and as to a
good time was had by all,
can be seen in the photo
provided by Maryanne.

Back to QM business.
If you did not attend the
first informational meet-
ing, the final meeting re-
garding the merger will
be Thursday, Oct. 16 at 6
p.m. At the QRMPOA
Board meeting held on
Monday the 6th, interior
painting of the club-
house was discussed.
Colors are up on the
walls as samples for resi-
dents to see. Painting
will begin Oct. 20. The
color change is long
overdue and really
should look great. More
importantly, the board
announced one very spe-
cial meeting that all resi-
dents should attend as
voting will take place at
the annual meeting on
Dec. 11. This is dealing
with the merger of home-
owners into one solid as-
sociation to handle all
the QM property and
recreation business at
hand. We presently have
two boards and two or-
ganizations that handle
each of these areas. One
board handles recre-
ation and the other
board handles the prop-
erty. When you attend
the annual meeting a
homeowner will be
asked to vote on the
merger. We all want
Quail Meadow to be an
ideal community in Mar-
ion County. It takes your
vote and understanding
of what is taking place.
What is being explained
will be a benefit for
homeowners in Quail
Meadow. 
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 352-840-0333
 Email:  Laura@LauraKaneTravel.com

 Check out all our trips at:  
 www.LauraKaneTravel.com

 Call for our newsletter

 (352) 840-0333 Locally 
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          Group Cruises
 6 nights  - Caribbean Cruise -  Jan. 18, 2015

 5 nights  -  Cruise to Key West & Cozumel  -  April 11, 2015

 7 nights  - Alaska Cruise -  June 4, 2015

 7 nights  -  Cruise on the Oasis of the Seas  -  Oct. 24, 2015

 7 nights  - Eastern Caribbean Cruise -  Jan. 10, 2016

 *************************************************************************
 Multi-day Trips

 Two Day Mystery Trip -  Feb. 12-14, 2015

 Las Vegas for 3 nights -  coming in May

 Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta -  October 2015

 3 nights in Biloxi -  we go twice a month

 *************************************************************************
 Day Trips

 Dec. 02   - Mystery Day Trip
 Dec. 04   -  Isn’t it Romantic at the Winter Park Playhouse
 Dec. 06   - Singing Christmas Trees / First Baptist 

 Church Orlando   (only 6 seats left)
 Jan. 10   -  Caught in the Net, Early Bird Dinner Theatre
 Jan. 29   -  Crazy for You at the Show Palace

 *************************************************************************

 IP Resort $179 pp/dbl  • Beau Rivage $199 pp/dbl

 Biloxi
 Ca$ino Tours

 •  Includes $55 in freeplay & two breakfast vouchers
 • Ask about the 5 for $50 deal 
 • Tour Escort Janet Stefan
 • Deluxe motor coach/3 nts. hotel
 • Games played on the bus
 • Refreshments served on bus

 Nov. 3-6
 Dec. 8-11

 Call for Holiday Info

 Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 8:30 pm
 Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 9:30 pm 

 Closed on Sunday

  873-0223
 8602 SW  SR  200, 103rd St. Plaza
 Ocala, Florida   •     873-0223 •   873-0223
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 MEATBALLS

 SPAGHETTI &
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 WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS
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 $20.00 $20.00

 2 For  BAKED DISHES
 CHICKEN PARMIGIANA

 VEAL PARMIGIANA

 BAKED DISHES
 CHICKEN PARMIGIANA
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Quail Meadow

Richard Gunther

Celebration of veterans beginning in Quail Meadow

Thirteen Quail Meadow residents met at the clubhouse for pizza, ice cream, and other goodies prepared by
Aileen, Bev and Grace. Laughter was the Theme of this spur of the moment gathering. It was truly fun see-
ing the gang back together. Seated are Jack and Linda Lipsky, Bev and Norm DeschamBeault. Standing
from left are Brian and Grace Maguire (new residents), Aileen and Stew Trautman (far back), Karen Capper,
Maryanne Ellner, Carol Mowrey, Brooke Hamlin and Ron Mowrey.

Fifty One Veterans joined together yesterday for a
group photo. The group represented all branches of
the military service. This was a special day for every-
one as many residents never met their neighbors
with the veteran relationship in mind. This finalized
a six month search by me and Maryanne Ellner mak-
ing a list of over 75 Veterans. The group shown is our
Quail Meadow Marines. Standing from left are;
Royce Smith, Art Gugliami, Jack Linsky, Alan
Clemens, and Samuel Fargiorgio.

Seven Ladies went on the St. Johns River Tours
launching out of the Blackwater Inn at Astor Florida.
The cruise was excellent and so was the weather
today October 9th. Standing from left is Jeanne
Kane, Grace Maguire, Carol Sjogren, Dixie Marchant,
Nancy Lane, Charlotte Payne, and Pat Talley. Photo is
Courtesy of Captain Ernie of the Neptune Star.
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editor@westmarionmessenger.com
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Ocala Palms Operations, LLC
hosted "100 Days of Summer"
with a Grand Finale featuring

Felix DeNeau. DeNeau is well known
to captivate audiences by paying trib-
ute to the popular entertainer Dean
"Dino" Martin of the 1950-70s era. The
Grand Finale consisted of not only
popular songs and jokes of that era,
but audience participating with danc-
ing, singing along and skits. Mr. "Mar-
tin" serenaded several ladies who had
birthdays and couples celebrating
wedding anniversaries.  Earlier in the
summer, concerts included: (1) a
"beach" party with entertainer Jason

Webb of the Caribbean Chillers, who
bellowed out mainly Jimmy Buffet
songs; (2) a concert of the group North-
ern Sounds, who gave their rendition
of a variety of songs and (3) the Blue-
grass Swing singers known as Gator-
bone Trio.

Ocala Palms residents enjoyed not
only the above-named "free" concerts,
but numerous appetizers and bever-
ages were provided for them at each
concert. 

Compliments go out to Ocala Palms
Operations, LLC., Social Director Dee
Morgan, Clubhouse manager Justin
Sanford and the Ocala Palms Planning
Committee for organizing these events. 

Ocala Palms 100 Days of Summer

Felix DeNeau
as Dean Mar-
tin, Dee Mor-
gan and
Justin San-
ford.

Betty DeGeorge and Nancy Groth. Bob and Diane Volko.

Lew and Pat Peticca. Larry and Jan Miller
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Walked into the
bank today and a
notice said a hol-

iday was closing the
bank on Monday, October
13, 2014. The sign refer-
enced Christopher
Columbus, so which
president was that, what
year? Seems that this
guy was said to have Dis-
covered America on Oct.
12, 1492 and he was Ital-
ian to boot. ABC News
reports that Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray is ex-
pected to sign the resolu-
tion to name the second
Monday in October “In-
digenous Peoples Day”
which is the same day
our Government recog-
nizes Columbus Day in
America. The Italians
don’t like that change as
it is essentially Italian
Heritage Day as pro-
claimed by Ralph
Fascitelli, who is an Ital-
ian American who lives
in Seattle. 

OK, wait, it is coming
back to me … Columbus
Sailed the Ocean Blue in
14 hundred and 92. He
was not a president at
all, but another sailor
from another country
that landed on the

shores of what we call
America. That was not
mentioned in this article
except not only the Seat-
tle people wanted a
change but the Native
Americans also want
credit for Columbus Day
simply renaming it “Na-
tive Americans Day.” Ei-
ther way, hope you got
Columbus Day Sales at
retail stores, great deals
on furniture. 

Veterans Day is on
Nov. 11 and we already
started celebration of
our veterans here in the
Meadow. Quail Meadow,
I am proud to say, had a
great welcome to Veter-
ans Day yesterday, the
8th, with a photo taken
by Ron Mowrey who as-
sisted me so I could be in
the picture. Maryanne
Ellner and I have been
working with advertising
using the West Marion
Messenger to see how
many veterans live in
Quail Meadow. To date,
we have a list of 75 men
and women living here
who responded. Fifty-
one showed up yesterday
at the clubhouse to be a
part of the group photo.
After the group photo

was taken, we broke our
veterans down to photos
by service representa-
tion being Army, Air
Force, Navy (included
one Coast Guard), and
Marines. We thank all
those who attended this
event. I can say easily
that there was an instant
feeling of friendship and
social union associated
with this new group of
men and women that
will last a very long time
here in Quail Meadow.
Due to renovation in the
clubhouse, our next
meeting will not be until
Jan. 16, and the date will
be made official in the
Messenger by the end of
December.

Other happenings
going on in our Quail
Meadow is a welcome
back party held last Sat-
urday, Oct. 4, with 13 res-
idents. They met at the

clubhouse for ice cream
as well as other great
snacks and desserts
whipped up by Aileen,
Bev and Gracie who re-
ally know how to feed
friends. I was told that
the theme of the event
was .aughter, and as to a
good time was had by all,
can be seen in the photo
provided by Maryanne.

Back to QM business.
If you did not attend the
first informational meet-
ing, the final meeting re-
garding the merger will
be Thursday, Oct. 16 at 6
p.m. At the QRMPOA
Board meeting held on
Monday the 6th, interior
painting of the club-
house was discussed.
Colors are up on the
walls as samples for resi-
dents to see. Painting
will begin Oct. 20. The
color change is long
overdue and really
should look great. More
importantly, the board
announced one very spe-
cial meeting that all resi-
dents should attend as
voting will take place at
the annual meeting on
Dec. 11. This is dealing
with the merger of home-
owners into one solid as-
sociation to handle all
the QM property and
recreation business at
hand. We presently have
two boards and two or-
ganizations that handle
each of these areas. One
board handles recre-
ation and the other
board handles the prop-
erty. When you attend
the annual meeting a
homeowner will be
asked to vote on the
merger. We all want
Quail Meadow to be an
ideal community in Mar-
ion County. It takes your
vote and understanding
of what is taking place.
What is being explained
will be a benefit for
homeowners in Quail
Meadow. 
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          Group Cruises
 6 nights  - Caribbean Cruise -  Jan. 18, 2015

 5 nights  -  Cruise to Key West & Cozumel  -  April 11, 2015

 7 nights  - Alaska Cruise -  June 4, 2015

 7 nights  -  Cruise on the Oasis of the Seas  -  Oct. 24, 2015

 7 nights  - Eastern Caribbean Cruise -  Jan. 10, 2016

 *************************************************************************
 Multi-day Trips

 Two Day Mystery Trip -  Feb. 12-14, 2015

 Las Vegas for 3 nights -  coming in May

 Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta -  October 2015

 3 nights in Biloxi -  we go twice a month

 *************************************************************************
 Day Trips

 Dec. 02   - Mystery Day Trip
 Dec. 04   -  Isn’t it Romantic at the Winter Park Playhouse
 Dec. 06   - Singing Christmas Trees / First Baptist 

 Church Orlando   (only 6 seats left)
 Jan. 10   -  Caught in the Net, Early Bird Dinner Theatre
 Jan. 29   -  Crazy for You at the Show Palace

 *************************************************************************

 IP Resort $179 pp/dbl  • Beau Rivage $199 pp/dbl

 Biloxi
 Ca$ino Tours

 •  Includes $55 in freeplay & two breakfast vouchers
 • Ask about the 5 for $50 deal 
 • Tour Escort Janet Stefan
 • Deluxe motor coach/3 nts. hotel
 • Games played on the bus
 • Refreshments served on bus

 Nov. 3-6
 Dec. 8-11

 Call for Holiday Info

 Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 8:30 pm
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 Closed on Sunday
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Quail Meadow

Richard Gunther

Celebration of veterans beginning in Quail Meadow

Thirteen Quail Meadow residents met at the clubhouse for pizza, ice cream, and other goodies prepared by
Aileen, Bev and Grace. Laughter was the Theme of this spur of the moment gathering. It was truly fun see-
ing the gang back together. Seated are Jack and Linda Lipsky, Bev and Norm DeschamBeault. Standing
from left are Brian and Grace Maguire (new residents), Aileen and Stew Trautman (far back), Karen Capper,
Maryanne Ellner, Carol Mowrey, Brooke Hamlin and Ron Mowrey.

Fifty One Veterans joined together yesterday for a
group photo. The group represented all branches of
the military service. This was a special day for every-
one as many residents never met their neighbors
with the veteran relationship in mind. This finalized
a six month search by me and Maryanne Ellner mak-
ing a list of over 75 Veterans. The group shown is our
Quail Meadow Marines. Standing from left are;
Royce Smith, Art Gugliami, Jack Linsky, Alan
Clemens, and Samuel Fargiorgio.

Seven Ladies went on the St. Johns River Tours
launching out of the Blackwater Inn at Astor Florida.
The cruise was excellent and so was the weather
today October 9th. Standing from left is Jeanne
Kane, Grace Maguire, Carol Sjogren, Dixie Marchant,
Nancy Lane, Charlotte Payne, and Pat Talley. Photo is
Courtesy of Captain Ernie of the Neptune Star.
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BY BARB DEDICS

Ocala Palms Operations, LLC
hosted "100 Days of Summer"
with a Grand Finale featuring

Felix DeNeau. DeNeau is well known
to captivate audiences by paying trib-
ute to the popular entertainer Dean
"Dino" Martin of the 1950-70s era. The
Grand Finale consisted of not only
popular songs and jokes of that era,
but audience participating with danc-
ing, singing along and skits. Mr. "Mar-
tin" serenaded several ladies who had
birthdays and couples celebrating
wedding anniversaries.  Earlier in the
summer, concerts included: (1) a
"beach" party with entertainer Jason

Webb of the Caribbean Chillers, who
bellowed out mainly Jimmy Buffet
songs; (2) a concert of the group North-
ern Sounds, who gave their rendition
of a variety of songs and (3) the Blue-
grass Swing singers known as Gator-
bone Trio.

Ocala Palms residents enjoyed not
only the above-named "free" concerts,
but numerous appetizers and bever-
ages were provided for them at each
concert. 

Compliments go out to Ocala Palms
Operations, LLC., Social Director Dee
Morgan, Clubhouse manager Justin
Sanford and the Ocala Palms Planning
Committee for organizing these events. 

Ocala Palms 100 Days of Summer

Felix DeNeau
as Dean Mar-
tin, Dee Mor-
gan and
Justin San-
ford.

Betty DeGeorge and Nancy Groth. Bob and Diane Volko.

Lew and Pat Peticca. Larry and Jan Miller
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Our principal

is the best

Acouple of years ago, the Citi-
zen and Messenger ran a
story after an interview with

some West Port High School stu-
dents who were going to graduate
with Associate Degrees from the
College of Central Florida a few
weeks before they would get their
high school diplomas.

The students’ knowledge and self-
assurance was evident during the
interview, and it was apparent that
they had been well-trained during
their high school years.

That tradition of graduating stu-
dents in this manner has continued
at West Port and the numbers have
grown. It’s a testament to the stu-
dents themselves, the faculty and
the administration.

When you walk around the West
Port campus, it’s easy to think
you’re at a small college facility.
Everything is de-
signed to bring
out the best in
the young peo-
ple who go to
class there.

It takes someone to pull all this
together, and in the case of West
Port that title belongs to Principal
Jayne Ellspermann.

Now in her 10th year, she has
built up the academics at this
school to a point where it is the
envy of many a person in the educa-
tional community.

Her work has not gone unnoticed.
Earlier this summer, she was
named the Florida Principal of the
Year, quite an honor in a state with
as many schools as the Sunshine
State boasts.

But the recognition did not end
there. This week she was named the
National Principal of the Year at a
surprise assembly at the school in
front of many students, faculty
members and local and state offi-
cials.

We believe it’s an honor well de-
served. 

She has shown that with the
proper motivation and guidance,
today’s young people can become
productive members of society.
When students graduate from West
Port, they know that they have
learned under the leadership of
someone who cares about them,
who wants to see them succeed in
all walks of life.

Other schools, whether in Marion
County or elsewhere, should take
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Amendment is

‘smokescreen’

The Florida Right to Medical Mar-
ijuana Initiative, Amendment 2,
is on the Nov. 4 ballot in the

State of Florida as an initiated consti-
tutional amendment. The measure,
upon voter approval, would legalize
medical marijuana, but its vague
wording prompted a recent Miami
Herald article to dub the amendment
a “smokescreen” that leaves doctors or
caregivers who are negligent in the
recommendations for marijuana use
without any liability in the case of any
mishaps (1)—a statement with which
Florida drug treatment center Sun-
coast Rehabilitation Center agrees.
Suncoast maintains that the amend-
ment is a thinly veiled attempt to fast
track the legalization of recreational
marijuana in Florida and is dedicated
to informing Florida citizens on the
dangers of marijuana and urges edu-
cated voting. Rather than legalizing
medical marijuana, Suncoast execu-
tives advise the use of non-psychoac-
tive substances that help individuals
in need while also keeping public
safety and health intact.

While Amendment 2 seems to have
garnered some Floridians’ support,
those who oppose the legalization
have cited concerns about seemingly
disturbing loopholes in the Amend-
ment:

   Amendment 2 does not require a
doctor’s prescription in order to ob-
tain marijuana because that would vi-
olate federal law; only a doctor’s
recommendation is needed, which is a
determination that an individual suf-
fers from an illness or condition that
the physician feels the use of mari-
juana would be appropriate for relief
of that symptom.

   Furthermore, the issue of liability
has been raised; doctors and physi-
cians and growers, dispensaries and
smokers - everyone within the mari-
juana distribution chain are granted
full civil and criminal immunity and
cannot be held liable for any mishaps.
Essentially, this erases any patient
protections that the current checks
and balances of the legal system offer. 

Suncoast Executive Director, Tammy
Strickling, maintains that the above
technicalities, when combined with
the lax parameters put in place by the
loosely-worded Amendment, allow for
marijuana to be “recommended” for
any possible condition—essentially
making the drug available to all ages
for any type of pain or discomfort.

“There is no age restriction in the
amendment, meaning that teens and
children will be able to legally pur-
chase pot without their parents’ con-
sent. People of any age can be labelled
a “qualifying patient” which simply
means that they have been diagnosed
with a debilitating medical condition
or some other condition, and any care-
giver can assist the child or teen in
getting and using the drug,” said
Strickling.

But Strickling poses yet another
troubling question: will the legaliza-
tion of marijuana act as an impetus for
yet another potential drug epidemic in
Florida, the original home of the pill
mill? As a state which has yet to en-
sure that the only people who have ac-
cess to drugs are those who truly need

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the

opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not neces-

sarily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to

the editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 352-854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community

name, including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be
printed; phone numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good
taste. Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed
on a space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per
month. The deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road
200, suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com.

Many years ago (back in the Dark
Ages) when I was in high
school, I took three years of

Spanish. My teacher was a member of
the religious order at Bergen Catholic
High School, at the time called the
Irish Christian Brothers. His name was
Brother Michael Herman Bradley.

I learned Spanish with an Irish
brogue. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not com-
plaining. In our senior year, we had
one of the parents bake a cake at the
end of the year and we honored him.
Brother Bradley, a crusty old veteran,
was visibly touched. We liked him and
were able to be glad to show him.

Unfortunately, Brother Bradley, who
was laughed at for his saying once,
when he was upset with us, “You’re
men now, kids,” wouldn’t have been
proud of me last Friday evening.

I went all over my cable television to
find the debate between Charlie Crist
and Rick Scott in the governor’s race. I
found it finally, but it was in Spanish.
Sadly, I understood only about one
word out of every 20 or so. I found
where it was supposed to be in Eng-
lish, online only, but I could not get it
to work. So I didn’t get to watch the de-
bate.

How dare Crist and Scott agree to a
debate that couldn’t be understood by
most Floridians? That was unforgive-
able to me, and shows their disdain for
the people of this great state.

I heard one broadcaster offer as an
excuse that “14 percent of Florida vot-
ers are Hispanic.” I’m sorry, but the
flip side is that 86 percent of Florida
voters are NOT Hispanic, yet they
were shut out in favor of the 14 per-
cent. 

I’m all for the Hispanic voters being

Note to Crist, Scott: We speak English

Among Friends

Jim Clark

able to share in the debate in their
own language, preferably with the SAP
button, but making it hard for English-
speaking American-bred people to lis-
ten to that same debate is just plain
wrong.

I also have to wonder why Adrian
Wyllie, the Libertarian candidate for
governor, is being excluded from the
debates. I don’t care about the polls
showing what percentage of votes he
would get … I care about fairness. Wyl-
lie is not some wild-eyed fringe candi-
date who will only get 100 votes total in
the state. He will get thousands of
votes this November, probably not
enough to win, but enough that future
candidates will have to take notice.

After the way Crist and Scott shut
me out of last week’s debate, I’m defi-
nitely considering voting for Wyllie.
People say that it will be a wasted vote,
but if enough of us do that, maybe the
political parties will get the message
that English-speaking Floridians
count, too.

And finally, I have to offer an apol-
ogy to Brother Bradley. Even though
it’s been 53 years since the late brother
had us open our Spanish books, I
should have been able to do better. 

Jim Clark is the editor of the West
Marion Messenger and the South Mar-
ion Citizen. 

Please see AMENDMENT, Page 10

Please see BEST, Page 10

Dominick and Margaret (Peggy) Marino’s home
has been chosen by FFV manager Rachel
Muse as the Home of the Month for October.

This was a very popular choice since many of the
Marino’s neighbors felt this couple deserve recogni-
tion not only for their home and yard, but also be-
cause they are such very good neighbors in all ways.

The comments I heard included, “They are always
so caring and helpful.” “Both Dominick and Peggy
will do anything to help their neighbors.” “They are
just always very nice and so friendly.”

The Marinos moved to Fairfield Village from Al-
bany, New York in September 2006 and they have al-
ways loved the community as it seems evident that
the community loves them as well.

Back in New York, Dominick owned a printing
company and Peggy worked for Fuji Film. They
loved their life there but did not like the cold
weather so they have always enjoyed the warm
weather here in Ocala.

Dominick has always been an avid gardener

which is evident with all the beautiful plants and
shrubs in his immaculate yard. Dominick often
shares his plants and “green thumb” with his neigh-
bors, and says that he does miss having his big veg-
etable garden that he had each year in New York.
He grew corn, tomatoes, and all kinds of vegetables,
along with strawberries and blackberries.

The Marinos are very proud of their family. They
have a daughter, son-in-law and two grandchildren
in Schenectady, New York; and a son, daughter-in-
law and two grandchildren, who live in Michigan.
The smiles of their faces as they spoke about their
family made in quite clear that this is a very loving
group of people. 

Both Dominick and Peggy are avid collectors. Do-
minick has a big collection of model airplanes hang-
ing from the ceiling in his special room. The antique
German helmets really caught my eye along with the
scale model of ill-fated Titanic. 

Peggy’s special passion is for porcelain dolls. Her
collection is very extensive and absolutely beautiful.
Many are on display in a lovely lighted cabinet and
still others are displayed especially in the dining
room. Peggy was always a big “Elvis” fan and she
continues that today with many different kinds of
“Elvis” memorabilia. The dolls and Elvis are kept
separate however—each with its own focus. 

As a special note, we would like to wish Dominick
and Peggy a Happy 49th anniversary. They were
married on October 9, 1965. From the smiles on their
faces it seems sure that they will celebrate many

more happy years together. Congratulations to an
exemplary couple.

It is because of such nice people as the Marinos
that Fairfield Village can continue to claim its repu-
tation as a “lively place filled with lovely people.” 

Fairfield’s Home of the Month chosen

Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

Dominick and Peggy Marino’s home was chosen as
the Fairfield Home of the Month.

 8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run
 352-291-7626 •  Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

  OCALA GOLF CART OCALA GOLF CART OCALA GOLF CART

 Same Day Service   (most jobs)

 Ocalagolfcart.com

 10% Discount to Veterans  l abor & parts excluding batteries

 BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE  •  SERVICE FREE pickup 
 within 5 miles
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 Trade-Ins Wanted Trade-Ins Wanted Trade-Ins Wanted
 (Includes Automobiles)

 Back Seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $399
 Mag Wheels
 10in only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $399
 Garage Floor Mat . . . . . . . . . . . . . $49
 New Tires  8in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39 95

 The Sleekline  ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES

 Maintenance
 Special   $ 59 95

 Maintenance Maintenance
 Special   $ 59 95 Special  $ 59 95

 Rainy 
 Day 

 Comfort

  6-V   6 PACK .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 469
 8-V   6 PACK .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $ 569
 6-V T605 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  on ly

 $ 559
 8-V T875 .  .  .  .  .  .  on ly  $669
 12-V T1275 .  .  on ly  $669
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 BATTERIES BATTERIES BATTERIES

 Club Car Precedent  The Phantom

 I just wanted to give all of you a BIG THANK YOU for your OUTSTANDING customer service after the sal e!!!
 Thanks so much for replacing our two front tires and rims due to premature wear and doing a front en d alignment. Everything about 

 your business says “We want your business and strive everyday to please our customers and to keep ou r business growing.”
 Again a big thank you and I WILL BE TELLING all my friends about you.  Sincerely, Jim and Debbie Campana

 starting at
 $ 5,495 $ 5,495 $ 5,495

 EZ-GO RXV 



Wednesday, Oct. 15
MOPS at College Road Baptist

Are you a Mother of preschoolers (birth to 5 years)
who would like to visit with other mothers while free
child care is provided?

If you need friendship, encouragement, support
and fun, come to College Road Baptist Church, 5010
SW Hwy. 200, Ocala every first and third Wednesday
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

We are inviting you to a MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) program. We all have times when we
need to get away. We hope we will see you there. Also,
visit us at Collegeroad.org for more information.

Thursday, Oct. 16
Air Force group to meet

The October meeting of the Red Tail Memorial
Chapter 136 of the Air Force Association will be held
on Thursday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Ocala Interna-
tional Airport Administration Building, 750 SW 60th
Ave., Ocala.

This will be our yearly awards meeting. Several
chapter awards will be presented.

If you care about educating people about the im-
portance of a strong Air Force please join us and help.

For more information, call Mike Emig at 352-854-
8328.

Violinist at Young at Heart

College Road Baptist Church will have Betty Pip-
kins, violinist, for our Oct. 16 program, at noon. Please
bring a dish to share.

Everyone is welcome to join us. Bring friends and
neighbors for great fellowship.

Phone is 352-237-5741. Church is at 5010 College
Road (Hwy 200).

Friday, Oct. 17
Fish dinners at St. Jude

Our monthly fish dinner is Friday, Oct. 17, from 4:30
to 6 p.m. The menu includes fried or baked fish, cole
slaw, French fries, macaroni and cheese, and dessert.
Cost is $8 for adults and $4 for children under the age
of 12. Tickets may be purchased at the door of our
Parish Hall at 443 Marion Oaks Drive.

French group to meet

Le Cercle Des Amis Français meets on the third Fri-
day of every month from 11 a.m. to noon at Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office Community Conference Room
located at 9048 Highway 200, about ¼ mile from Wal-
mart.

The club promotes all things French: language, cul-
ture and fun. You do not have to be a fluent speaker to
join the group. 

Guests are welcome at any meeting. Call Marie Mc-
Neil at 352-854-7397 for more information. Our next
meeting is Oct. 17.

Saturday, Oct. 18
Woman’s Club bazaar

The GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala will have a
Christmas/Holiday Bazaar fundraiser on Saturday,
Oct. 18, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Elks Club and
Lodge, 702 NE 25th Ave., Ocala. The 12 expected ven-
dors will offer a variety of items for sale such as hand-
bags, jewelry, arts and crafts, cosmetics, jams and
jellies, and specialty teas. Vendors will be providing a
gift or gift certificate for a silent auction. Come do
your holiday shopping with us!

The event is a fundraiser and proceeds will benefit
our many community service projects as well as pro-
vide scholarship funds. GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala
is a non-profit organization and is affiliated with the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, an interna-
tional organization dedicated to community service.
For vendor sponsorship or other information contact
via email to jdelk@marykay.com.

Lions yard sale at Bank of Ozarks

The Ocala 200 Lions Club is having a yard sale on
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Bank of

the Ozarks, State Road 200 in the Friendship Plaza.
Food will be available for purchase.

Arts and craft show

The Queen of Peace Council of Catholic Women will
host their annual Arts and Crafts Show on Saturday,
Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the parish hall. 

Local vendors will showcase one-of-a-kind art and
handmade items. Lunch will be available for pur-
chase. Proceeds will benefit numerous local entities.

Queen of Peace is at 6455 SW State Road 200, Ocala. 

Indoor yard sale at Joy

Joy Lutheran Church, located at SW State Road 200
at 83rd Place, Ocala, will have its annual Indoor Yard
Sale and Bake Sale on Saturday, Oct. 18 from 7:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in Swenson Hall. The public is invited to do-
nate such items as furniture, tools, gardening equip-
ment and sports related items. Kitchen and
housewares, linens, books, and craft supplies are also
welcome for donation. Please no clothes, shoes or
electronics.

Yard sale items may be brought to Swenson Hall on
Wednesday, Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. to noon, or anytime
during the day on Thursday or Friday, Oct. 16-17, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Baked goods should be brought on Fri-
day. Please have all baked goods wrapped for sale and
labeled, particularly if they contain nuts.

As usual there will be the “vintage” table for the
special treasures as well as a craft and quilt section.
Lunch will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. Mark your calendar for this well-known favorite
community event and join us for a fun-filled day.

For more information call Edie Heinzen (854-7817)
in regards to the bake sale and Patty Corey (854-0660)
or Kathy Hoefer (237-6439) regarding the yard sale.

More on Page 10
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.
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 4511 SW 48th Avenue, Ocala, FL 34474

                     352-304-6433

 Assisted, Independent and Memory Care 

 Come by for a visit! Lunch is on us!

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations

 for Your Pet

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations

 for Your Pet

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566

 Boarding         Grooming Boarding         Grooming

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com 00

0J
F

24

 Kennel
 Pet Sitting

 Kennel
 Grooming
 Pet Sitting

 Look for us
 on Facebook
 Look for us Look for us

 on Facebook on Facebook

 It is with great pleasure that  Foxfire Realty  proudly announces
 the appointment of  Martha Maclin-Reynolds  as a member
 of our experienced professional team
 of Realtors.

 “As we all agree, there is no substitute for 
 experience.”  Martha  brings with her over
 27 years of Real Estate experience. As a 
 guiding principle to her premium customer 
 service, Martha will always put your needs first.

 At  Foxfire Realty,  we are confident that should you 
 wisely choose Martha as your Realtor - 
 You have made an excellent choice!

 Whether buying or selling please 
 contact  Martha via cell:
 352-362-1399
 or email: 
 macreynolds@ameritech.net
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  (352) 291-0177   Fax: (352) 291-0199 (352) 291-0177
 11115 SW 93rd Court Rd., Unit #300, Ocala

 TENEMOS LOS PRECIOS MAS BAJOS

 Located on SW 200,
 next to Hungry Howies, 
 near Oak Run and IHOP

 CHECK OUT
 OUR PRICES 

 BEFORE
 FILLING

 ANYWHERE
 ELSE!

 Robins 
 Abraham,
 R.Ph, C.Ph

  (352) 291-0177   Fax: (352) 291-0199 (352) 291-0177
 11115 SW 93rd Court Rd., Unit #300, Ocala

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper
covering news of communities west of Ocala including Fore
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood,
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in
Ocala, Fla., 34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are hav-
ing trouble getting the paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and
S.R. 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432
• Editor - Jim Clark 390-6444

• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers 854-3986
• Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea 854-3986

• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean 352-564-2957 
• Advertising Sales - Paige Lefkowitz 352-564-2902 

• Manager - John Murphy 352-563-6363

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-390-6444 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be
received by Thursday the week before

publication. Mail and photos must be e-mailed
to editor@westmarionmessenger.com. All

contributions are subject to editing for clarity,
taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader
Ads

2 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday

ARIES (March 21 to
April 19) You could be
caught in a torrent of ad-
vice from well-meaning
friends and colleagues
this week. But remember,
Lamb, you are at your
best when you are your
own inimitable self.

TAURUS (April 20 to
May 20) Expect strong ef-
forts to get you to accept
things as they are and not
question them. But ignore
all that and continue your
inquiries until you’re sure
you have all the answers
you need.

GEMINI (May 21 to
June 20) Heavier than
usual family and work-
place duties compete for
your time this week. Try
to strike a balance so that
you’re not overwhelmed
by either. Pressures ease
by week’s end.

CANCER (June 21 to
July 22) It’s a good time
for the Moon Child to
show off your uniquely in-
spired approach to the
culinary skills — espe-
cially if they’re directed
toward impressing some-
one special.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
You might be happy about
the re-emergence of a
long-deferred deal. But
don’t pounce on it quite
yet. Time can change
things. Be sure the values
you looked for before are
still there.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) Try to rein in your crit-
ical attitude, even if
things aren’t being done
quite as you would prefer.
Remember: What you say
now could create an awk-
ward situation later on.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) Although you can ex-
pect on-the-job coopera-
tion from most of your
colleagues this week,
some people might insist
on knowing more about
your plans before they
can accept them.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to
Nov. 21) Creating another
way to do things is com-
mendable. But you could
find some resistance this
week from folks who
would rather stick with
the tried-and-true than
try something new.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
to Dec. 21) You usually
can keep your aim fo-
cused on your goal. But
you might need to make
adjustments to cope with
unsteadiness factors that
could arise over the
course of the week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22
to Jan. 19) News arrives
about a projected move.
Be prepared to deal with
a series of possible shifts,
including starting and fin-
ishing times, and how
much the budget will ac-
tually cover. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) A new relation-
ship needs time to de-
velop. Let things flow
naturally. It could be a dif-
ferent story with a work-
place situation, which
might require faster and
more focused attention.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to
March 20) Accept a com-
pliment without trying to
troll for any hidden rea-
son beyond what was
said. 

Happenings
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 Yard Care
 Palm Tree Trims

 Pressure Washing
 Indoor Fix-it Repair

 Lair 352-445-3369



It was a week when everything went
just the way I had planned. It is
hard to express your feelings when

something like this happens because it
rarely happens.

The infamous To-Do-List from the
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage
was completed to her ecstatic satisfac-
tion. That never happens. In fact, I fin-
ished it in time to have a little of “Me
Time.” I sat on the back porch with a
steaming hot cup of coffee and en-
joyed an evening with nothing to do. I
am not sure how long I sat there, but
my coffee was just as hot as it was on
my first sip. I do not know how my wife
does those things. I have never en-
joyed a cup of coffee more.

I had an appointment across town
and in traveling across town I never
hit one red light. I think that should go
into the Guinness book of records. It
has never happened to me before and
I was reveling in the deepest kind of
satisfaction I have ever known. I got to
my destination 20 minutes early. I love
early.

After paying all my bills for the week
and balancing my checkbook, I had
$100 left over. What in the world, do
you do with $100 left over after paying
all your bills? It did not take long to
come up with a solution. I decided to
take my wife out for supper on Friday
night at her favorite restaurant. It was
a glorious night on the town and the
service at the restaurant was superb.

Never have I enjoyed a more wonder-
ful time on the town. The steak was
done to a perfect T, just the way I like
it. The waitress kept my coffee cup
filled to the brim.

All through our meal, neither cell
phones rang nor did we receive a text
from anybody. Now seriously, how
often does that happen? I checked sev-
eral times to make sure my phone was
still on. I sat back and decided to enjoy
our anonymity. It is good to just chill
together.

As we came near the end of our de-
lectable evening repast, I was about to
mention to my wife what a tremendous
week we were having and then...

Then, I woke up. It was all just a
dream. A good dream, but a dream
nevertheless.

Why is it dreams never come true?
Why is it that my dream life is so much
superior to my actual life? No wonder
as a person gets older they want to
spend more time sleeping. I think I am
just about there.

For a brief moment, I experienced
what a perfect week would look like,
even if it was just in my dreams.

A perfect week is not when every-
thing goes our way, because, if every-
thing goes right then you know
something is wrong. Call it pessimism
if you will or maybe just a dash of real-
ity.

It is when things go wrong that I
begin to understand what life is all

about. I begin to understand that noth-
ing is perfect. And, if nothing is per-
fect, then neither am I. I like that. The
only perfect person at our residence is
my wife, and I have her word on that
and she never lies to me.

Demanding perfection is a rather
foolish thing. If I demand perfection
from someone, they in turn are going
to demand perfection from me. That is
more stress than I care to live with, es-
pecially at my age.

After over four decades of marital
bliss, I have made an astounding dis-
covery that has made my life so much
more pleasurable. It took me a long
time to come to this, but I sure am glad
I have. For many years, I was hard on
myself trying to be perfect in every-
thing I did. Then, I got married and all
of that went away. It was a struggle at
first, but I came to one astounding con-
clusion that has changed my life and
brought me to a point of chilling out
for the rest of my life.

In our home only one person needs
to be perfect. That one person is not
me. What a blessing it is to realize that
you are not perfect and you do not
have to live up to that standard of per-
fection. I can be goofy, make mistakes

and act silly and nobody cares. All
those years of trying to be perfect were
wasted.

Now I have come to the place where
I have acceded to the fact that my wife
is perfect. I gladly anoint her as Queen
Perfection in our humble Castle. All of
the burden now rests upon her. She
does not need to worry; I am there to
support her in that aura of perfection.

The nice thing about all of this is,
she does not need much help from me.
It is almost like I am retired for the
rest of my life with nothing else to do.
The burden of perfection does not rest
upon my shoulder. Oh yes, the check-
book. After looking at it while awake, I
discovered I was $100 overdrawn.

Solomon understood this when he
wrote, “All the ways of a man are clean
in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth
the spirits,” (Proverbs 16:2).

Everything does not have to go right
for me to rejoice in the goodness of the
Lord.

them, the likelihood that
medical marijuana will
be any different is slim
to none, per Strickling.

Suncoast officials say
that today’s marijuana
has the highest THC lev-
els ever seen—mari-
juana sold in pot shops
as “medicine” is testing
at THC levels in the mid
20% range, which is
much higher than mari-
juana sold on the street,
and dwarfs levels seen
nearly 40 years ago,
when the average THC
potency was 1.37%. Be-
cause marijuana users
can suffer from difficult
withdrawal symptoms,
such as irritability, de-
creased appetite and
anxiety, treatment can be
a critical first step—and
the number of people
seeking help will likely
grow as marijuana con-
tinues to be the illicit

drug of choice among
American teens and
adults, per Strickling.
Statistics show that daily
or almost daily mari-
juana use increased
from 5.1 million Ameri-
cans in 2007 to 7.6 mil-
lion in 2012. (2)

Strickling maintains
that the key to stemming
the rise of a potential
epidemic is by limiting,
rather than increasing,
access to drugs such as
marijuana. 

Furthermore, public
education about the po-
tential dangers of drug
abuse is critical. 

For people currently
struggling with addic-
tion, treatment is the
first step in helping them
to reclaim their lives
from substance abuse
and returning them to
being healthy and con-
tributing members of so-

ciety.
As a drug treatment fa-

cility (http://www.sun-
coastrehabcenter.com/?k
mas324) that accepts
clients from across the
nation, over 90 percent
of Suncoast’s clients
tried marijuana first be-
fore using other drugs,
and another 60 percent
list marijuana as being
used concurrently with
another drug of choice.

Suncoast’s medical
team designs treatment
programs to physically
address the malnutrition
created by drug abuse,
and the facility’s coun-
seling team tailors client
therapy to help provide
insight into the past—all
intended to help addicts
confront life better, and
without reverting to
drugs.

To learn more about
the Suncoast Rehabilita-
tion Center and its rehab
programs, visit
http://www.suncoastre-
habcen-
ter.com/?kmas324.

Suncoast Rehab Cen-
ter is in Spring Hill, with
a 76% success rate, Sun-
coast Rehab Center pro-
vides long-term
residential treatment, in-
tensive sauna detoxifica-
tion, life skills and
cognitive therapy and
counseling. 
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Classes for all ages

 Worship Service . . . 10:30 am
 P ASTOR  

 D AVID  B ELLOWS

 000JFC
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $39 99

 With coupon. 

   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 8:00 am

 Rite II – 10:15 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary
 352-351-9727

 www.ctkaocala.org

 Anglican Church
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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 HANDYMAN
 Weekend Warrior

 “Let Me Do All Your Chores”
 • Home Maintenance/

 Repair
 • Lawn & Yard
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc.

 Very Dependable, Competent & Affordable
 Excellent, Local References.

 Reclaim Your Free Time!
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106
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 AC & APPLIANCE REPAIR

 FREE  ESTIMATES   ON  C ENTRAL  A IR  I NSTALLS

 Air Conditioning & Appliance Repair 

 24 Hours Service!    352-274-6141

 Save 
 Money 
 Call Me 
 First!

 10%  OFF ANY REPAIR
 Not valid with any other offers.

 Pioneer Repair Services, Inc.
 Lic. # CAC018927

 Doing Business for 35 Years

 Honest &                       Dependable

 000JG21

 COMPUTER REPAIR
 COMPUTER 

 PROBLEMS SOLVED
 Your home or business 7 days a 

 week. Microsoft certified engineer. 
 30+ years experience.

 • PC Repairs/Upgrades
 • Virus Removal
 • Router/Network Setup
 • New PC Installs

 Se habla español

 Tech Solutions of Ocala
 352-207-4435

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

   $ 30
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

Ocala West United Methodist Church
9330 SW 105th St. • 845-9550

Furniture, many household items, great clothing sale & many unique items. Donations will be 
accepted at the PODS in the back of the church parking lot on Saturday, 8am ‘til noon Oct. 18. 

After that, all donations can be made at Stanfield Hall.
Please refrain from donating goods that are not operative or unsaleable merchandise.

All 
Proceeds 
donated to 
charities!

Thursday & Friday October 23 & 24, 8am - 4pm
Saturday Oct. 25, 8am - Noon

Unbelievable Bargains

ANNUAL

Junque20 YEAR TRADITION

 renroom@aol.com

 7380 SW 60th Ave.  (Airport Road) Ocala

 352-854-7022

 Readers’ Choice Winner
 ‘08, ‘09, ‘10, ‘11, ‘12, 2013

 PUT OUR EXPERIENCE 
 TO WORK FOR YOU

 TO SELL YOUR FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORIES
 • Location, Location, Location  • Same location for 20 years  • High-Traffic Store 
 • Over  100  new items daily  • Same location for 20 years  • Estate Liquidation

 One Piece to an Entire House

  000JJEE

 Renaissance
   Woman Boutique

 Fine  Plus Size  Consignments
 NOW ACCEPTING ITEMS

 Clothing • Purses • Shoes

 We Proudly Introduce . . .

 BENEFITS THAT PUT MORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET... QUICKER!

 Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm

 Don’t Forget To Check Out...

  6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104
 Ocala, Florida 34476 Ocala, Florida 34476

 Store Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-2 Store Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-2
 www.jandjjewelersocala.com www.jandjjewelersocala.com
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 Wicked  Deals Good

 10%  to  15% 
 OFF

 Fashion
 Jewelry

 Sterling Silver
 with colorful gems

 Nothing 
 Frightening 
 About Our 
 Prices!

 Jasmine Plaza •   352 -401-0001 Jasmine Plaza •  352 -401-0001
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Everyone is at risk for
breast cancer. The two
most important risk fac-
tors are being female
and getting older. Most
women diagnosed with
breast cancer have no
other known factors. To
help reduce your risk, be
sure to maintain a
healthy weight, eat a diet
rich in fruits and vegeta-
bles, exercise and limit
alcohol consumption. 

However, to help mini-
mize the effects of this
disease early detection is
key. 

Your professional fire
fighters encourage
everyone in this commu-
nity to participate in
breast cancer awareness
and prevention activi-
ties. 

For more information
regarding the Marion
County Firefighters
Benevolence Fund
fundraisers, please visit
MCFBF.org. 

PINK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

notice. We feel that young
people want to learn,
want to better themselves,
and only need the guid-
ance that a good school
and a good faculty can
provide.

Jayne Ellspermann has
put together an action
plan that provides the
proper leadership for our
students. We join others
in congratulating her on
her award. 

BEST
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

AMENDMENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

If everything goes right, something’s definitely wrong
Out to Pastor

Rev. James Snyder

Read the
classifieds

Sunday, Oct. 19
Chamber Music Society concert

The Marion Chamber Music Society
(MCMS) proudly presents “The Magic of
Strings” featuring internationally ac-
claimed DUO-B, husband and wife
cello and violin team, Dr. Philip and Hi-
rono Borter, on Sunday, Oct. 19 at 3 p.m.
at Queen of Peace Catholic Church
(6455 SW State Road 200 in Ocala). Ad-
mission is free.

Jazz Society to perform

The Ocala Jazz Society will be per-
forming on Sunday, Oct. 19 from 2 to 5
p.m. at VFW Post 4781 across from Oak
Run. 

The band performs on the third Sun-
day of each month, playing jazz, Big
Band, Dixieland and songs from the
past. $3 donation for Hospice, info:
352—237-0234.

Brunson to speak

Christ’s Church of Marion County will
host Drexel Brunson, PH.D., President
of Empower Resources International,

and former pastor of First Assembly of
God church in Ocala, as quest speaker.
Drexel is well known in our community,
having served on the Sheriff ’s Advisory
Board for Marion County. 

He has travelled internationally buld-
ing churches, schools and administrat-
ing humanitarian aid in countries
around the world. Everyone is welcome
to hear his inspirational message. 10:30
a.m.

Christ’s Church Of Marion County,
6768 SW 80th St. (off SR 200), Ocala, 352-
861-6182 or http://www.ccomc.org/

Monday, Oct. 20
Legion post to meet

The Ralph J Green American Legion
Post 354 will hold its monthly meeting
on Monday, Oct. 20 at 1 p.m. in the com-
munity room of the Sheriff ’s Brian Litz
Building, 9048 SW State Road 200.

Try to arrive early to enjoy light re-
freshments and comradeship with fel-
low veterans. 

For more information, please tele-
phone Commander Jerry Cassatt 352-
322-5966. 
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 OCALA EAST 352-861-2275
 3405 SW COLL EGE RD, STE 207  Col ours Plaza, next to Red Lobster

 OCALA WEST 352-671-2999
 11250 SW 93RD CT. RD.  Next to Chili’s

 CRYSTAL RIVER
 352-794-6155

 1122 N. SUNCOAST BLVD (US 19)
 A block and a half south of Ft. Island Trail

 INVERNESS
 352-419-7911

 3161-C E. GULF TO LAKE HWY
 1/2 mile east of Walmart

 BEVERLY HILLS
 352-527-0779
 4065 N. Lecanto Hwy

 Suite 400

 Digital ReSound Hearing Aids

 STARTING AT  ea.

 DURING THIS EVENT YOU’LL RE CEIVE:

 FREE • FREE • FREE • FR EE
 • Hearing Test • Surround Sound Demonstration • Trial For 30 Days • Gift Bag For The First 30 Appts.

 WEDNESDAY, OCT. 15 - WEDNESDAY, OCT. 22

 “Brilliant”
 It sounds so natural

 Introducing The Incredible . . .
 Resound LiNX ™

 More awareness
 With LiNX TM , you get a more natural sense of what’s going on around you. 
 You know which sounds are loudest, how close they are, and where they 
 come from. So you can react and respond naturally.

 More focus
 With greater awareness, you are able to focus on the voices and other sounds 
 you want to  hear, even in very difficult listening situations, like noisy restau -
 rants. LiNX™ Hearing Devices link directly to your iPad and iPhone.

 More freedom
 With LiNX TM , you can easily move from one place to another, because the hear -
 ing aids automatically adapt to provide you with the ultimate sense of under -
 standing and awareness. So hearing is easy and comfortable wherever you are.

 FREE DEMONSTRATIONS

 As featured on:

 In a recent independent study comparing premium products from six manufacturers, a panel of experien ced 
 hearing-aid wearers gave ReSound’s sound quality top rating.*                                                    *SenseLab hearing aid benchmark test

 FREE iPad Mini
 w/purchase of LiNX™ 7 or 9

 Getting Your Hearing Tested:   SMART

 Getting Your Hearing Tested For Free:

 BE A GENIUS!
 Get the smartest hearing aid in the world – ONLY AT NUTECH!

 w w w . n u t e c h h e a r i n g . c o m

 M-F 9:00 to 4:00 p.m.                             Sat. and Sun. Appt. Needed

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classi-

fied reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS
Advertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the
paper. Deadlines for cancellations are the
same as the deadlines for placing ads,
except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first
day it appears. We will not  be responsible for
more than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments
are made only for the portion of the ad that is
in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $5.12 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $5.12 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to West Marion Messenger 
office at 8810 SW SR 200, Unit 104, Ocala, FL 34481 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

WMM_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11

For your convenience, mail in with payments to West Marion Messenger

office at 20441 E Pennsylvania Ave, Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call...

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767

CHRYSLER
2012 Town & Country 

Wheelchair van with 10’’
lowered floor, ramp and 
tie downs Call Tom for 

more info 352-325-1306

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE BUY RV’S,
TRUCKS, TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
& MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Mattress Liquidation  
50% - 80% OFF RETAIL 

WHY PAY MORE?
(352) 484-4772

OCALA
SUMMERGLEN
Community
Garage Sale

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sat. Oct. 25th, 2014

8am to 2pm

South Ocala
3bd/2 ba.  walk in

closets,  living/dining 
open floor plan, all tile 
floors, 2/1 also availa-

ble (352)572-9471
(954)931-5811

PRIME
FARM LAND

ROMEO FLORIDA
Two 40 Acre

Parcels
CALL 

(850)453-9958

★★ NOW ★★
ENROLLING

Cosmetology
Day & Night School

Barber
Night School

Massage
Day & Night  School

Nail & Skin Care
Day  School
Starts Weekly

Introducing
☛☛ NAILS

Night School 
Mn-Tues-Wed 5P-9P

☛☛ SKIN
Night School 

Mn-Tues-Wed 5P-9P

Campus Locations:
•NEW PORT RICHEY
•SPRING HILL
•BROOKSVILLE

352-293-2707
or 866-282-2383
www.benes.edu

★★ ★★ ★★
START A CAREER

IN A YEAR

RN
Seeks Room for Rent

with Bath
352-359-2122

DRIVERS:
$5,000.

Sign-On Bonus!
Great Pay!

Consistent Freight, 
Great Miles on this
Regional Account. 
Werner Enterprises: 

1-855-975-4527

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

Just call and see how 
easy it is to make money 

with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100
MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

Bev and Fred McKarge.

More from Ocala Palms 100 Days of Summer

Charlie and Ruby Kaasper. Donna and Jack Neal.

Please use our e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com
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 $ 4,500 00

 Reconditioned E-Z-GO, 48v: A/C Drive Motor,  
 2 Passenger with Independent Front 

 Suspension, Head Lights, Brake Lights,  Horn, 
 Standard Canopy Top,  Custom Colors

 Looks Like New
 RECONDITIONED

 E-Z-GO RXVs

 FINANCING AVAILABLE

 GAS & ELECTRIC
 SALES – SERVICE – PARTS – RENTALS

 8585 SW Hwy. 200 • Ocala, FL 34481
   352-861-7433

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2013!

 A d v a n t a g e G o l f C a r s . c o m

 Base Price on New 2014 Gas or Electric Cars

 NEW 2014 E-Z-GO 
 RXV FREEDOM

 48v: A/C Drive Motor or 13 HP Gas Kawasaki 
 Engine, Both  Models Come Standard: 2 
 Passenger with Independent Front Suspension, 
 Head Lights, Tail Lights, Brake Lights, Horn, 
 Standard Canopy Top,  3 Year Limited Warranty

 $ 7,580 00
 +tax

         5975 Signature Dr. • Wildwood  11962 CR 101 • Palm Ridge Plaza - The Villages

 352-748-0222  352-259-8566 HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm

 +tax

 Factory Authorized
 E-Z Go Dealer

 Come
 Test Drive 

 One Today!

 Support 
 Breast 

 Cancer 
 Awareness

 000JJDFand 

Ellspermann named top principal in U.S.

West Port High School Principal Jayne Ellspermann
holds her award.

West Port administrator honored at surprise assembly

Jayne Ellspermann of West
Port High School in Ocala has
been named the 2015 Na-

tional Principal of the Year by the
National Association of Second-
ary School Principals (NASSP). 

The award was announced
Tuesday at a surprise assembly at
the school attended by Florida
Commissioner of Education Pam
Stewart, elected state and local of-
ficials, students, teachers, and
Ellspermann’s own family. The
announcement came as part of
NASSP’s celebration of  National
Principals Month.

During her 10 years as West
Port principal, Ellspermann has
developed a college-going culture
personalized for students. At West
Port, lunchtime is often “Power-
Hour,” a student-empowerment
initiative Ellspermann launched
giving students autonomy over an
hour of their school day for aca-
demic enrichment, open labs,
clubs, and other creative opportu-

nities. Three years of PowerHour
has produced a more personal-
ized and successful school envi-
ronment: course failure has
nearly disappeared, the gradua-
tion rate has jumped 15 points,
and participation in activities has
increased seven-fold to nearly
70%.

As well, West Port is an “A”
school and boasts the highest test
scores in the district. West Port
students can also graduate with
an associate’s degree before grad-
uating from high school thanks to
an on-campus college program
Ellspermann also spearheaded. 

A former law enforcement offi-
cer, Ellspermann joined Marion
County Public Schools 34 years
ago as a high school social studies
teacher. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from the
University of Georgia and a mas-
ter’s degree in education from the
University of Florida. 

“Jayne Ellspermann believes in

students and pushes them to suc-
ceed by convincing them the fu-
ture is theirs to control,” said
Superintendent George Tomyn of
Marion County Public Schools.
‘Make it a great day or not, the
choice is yours’ is the standard
mantra at WPHS,” he added.
“Ellspermann supports this stu-
dent-focused theme by developing
and leading dedicated teachers
who deliver outstanding instruc-
tion and guidance to West Port
students.” 

“Jayne Ellspermann simply sees
no limit to her students’ potential
nor to the school’s potential to
help them fulfill it,” said NASSP
Executive Director JoAnn Barto-
letti. “Her passion and focus on
personalization, academic rigor,
and collaborative leadership —
hallmarks of NASSP’s Breaking
Ranks framework for school im-
provement — keep her moving

Please see PRINCIPAL, Page 12

ever forward to find creative ways to ensure each student
in her school is known and well served.”

The search for this year’s national principal of the year
started in early 2014 as each state principals association
selected its state middle level and high school principals
of the year. From this pool of state winners, a panel of
judges selected three middle level and three high school
finalists. A separate panel then interviewed and rigor-
ously reviewed the finalists’ applications to select the na-
tional winner. Each finalist received a $1,500 grant, and
the national winner will receive an additional grant of
$3,000. The grants will be used to improve learning at the
school.

For more information about the Principal of the Year
program, please visit www.nassp.org/poy.

The National Association of Secondary School Princi-
pals (NASSP) is the leading organization of and national
voice for middle level and high school principals, assis-
tant principals, and all school leaders from across the
United States and more than 36 countries around the
world. The association connects and engages school lead-
ers through advocacy, research, education, and student
programs. NASSP advocates on behalf of all school lead-
ers to ensure the success of each student and strengthens
school leadership practices through the design and deliv-
ery of high quality professional learning experiences. Re-
flecting its long-standing commitment to student
leadership development, NASSP administers the Na-
tional Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society, Na-
tional Elementary Honor Society, and National
Association of Student Councils. 

PRINCIPAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MARION COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT PHOTOS

West Port Principal Jayne Ellspermann, escorted by Superintendent George Tomyn, walks down a hall
through a sea of high school students.

In addition to fighting fires, re-
sponding to car accidents, and
other medical emergencies,

your Marion County fire fighters
are sporting the color pink
throughout October in efforts to
fight breast and other cancers. 

Fire fighters exposed to car-
cinogens and other chemicals
while on the job are dispropor-
tionately diagnosed with breast
cancer – just one of many cancers
linked to the work fire fighters do.
With one in eight women diag-
nosed each year, an estimated
232,340 new cases of breast cancer
and 39,620 deaths will be reported
in 2013. Among all women af-
fected, 85 percent have no family
history. 

“Your fire fighters and para-
medics work hard to save lives
both on and off the job. They are
motivated to get involved for
many reasons, and often it’s be-
cause they have been personally

affected by the disease,” says
Ryan O’Reilly, a fire fighter and
paramedic with the Marion
County Fire Rescue and secretary
of the Professional Firefighters of
Marion County, IAFF Local 3169.
“We are supporting breast cancer
awareness and prevention by en-
couraging others to give so that no
breast cancer patient goes with-
out life-saving treatments or hav-
ing hope for a cure.”

According to Scott Chappell,
president of the Marion County
Firefighters Benevolence Fund,
the charitable foundation of the
local fire fighters association,
around $10,000 has been raised in
recent years to support families
affected by cancer, cancer re-
search, and provide free mammo-
grams to women who may not
otherwise be able to afford early
detection screenings. 

Last year alone, $3,500 was
raised in support of Michelle-O-

Gram, a local charity established
in the memory Michelle Stan-
dridge, the wife of a Marion
County fire fighter who lost her
battle to cancer. This charity not
only raises money to pay for mam-
mograms, but also helps negotiate
prices with radiology centers,
which allows women without in-
surance or the necessary funds to
obtain mammography testing as
well as breast ultrasounds. For
more information how you can
help, please visit
www.michelleogram.com.

This year, the benevolence fund
is also a sponsor of the Dancing
with the Angels Ball, an event to
help local women affected by
breast cancer. The formal dinner
and dance is on Saturday, Oct. 11,
beginning at 6 p.m. at the Ocala
Holiday Inn. For ticket informa-
tion please call (352) 236-2599

MARION COUNTY FIRE-RESCUE PHOTO

Marion County firefighters sport pink shirts during October.

Firefighters think pink during October

Please see PINK, Page 10

Sheriff Blair releases
free phone application

Marion County Sheriff Chris Blair an-
nounces MCSO’s new, free phone applica-
tion that will help keep our citizens more

in touch with what’s going on in our county.
Whether you’re looking for mug shots, locations
of sex offenders or breaking news alerts, this ap-
plication is a must-download for Marion County
residents.

The Marion County Sheriff ’s Office application
has information on missing persons, most
wanted, sex offenders, inmates and mug shots,
and even a section where citizens can commend
a deputy if they feel they went above and beyond
in the line of duty. You can submit a tip to Marion
County Crimestoppers through this app, either by
phoning it in or by text message.

One of the most important features of this app
is its ability to send out push notifications for
missing persons alerts and for breaking news.
This will allow the Sheriff ’s Office to immedi-
ately alert the community with information about
critical incidents in Marion County.

It is important to note that the money used to
purchase this application did not come out of the
taxpayer’s wallet. This phone app was paid for
with fine and forfeiture money seized from drug
dealers.

A video on how to use the app can be found on
the Sheriff ’s Facebook page. 

Costume rentals available
Do you have your Halloween costume yet? Tired of

dressing up as the same old ghost or witch every year?
Ocala Civic Theatre offers lots of great choices in the
Costume Shop! 

We have thousands of costumes, representing a
wide variety of eras and characters: pirates,
princesses, French maids, medieval kings, Wild West
cowboys, can-can dancers, gypsy fortunetellers, gang-
sters, nuns, and flappers, just to name a few. The The-
atre charges a reasonable rental fee and often is able
to include wigs, shoes, and accessories. 

Don’t wait until the night before Halloween to try to
scare up a costume – the deadline to rent a costume is
Oct. 28. Rentals are by appointment only. No walk-ins.
To make an appointment, call the Costume Shop at
(352) 236-2851, ext. 110, as soon as possible. 
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