
swords and other items
used for those who would
stand guard over anyone
who would lie in state in
the capitol rotunda. See-
ing Friendship 7 and the
Wright Brothers’ airplane
in the Smithsonian could-
n’t eclipse the journey
through the basement of
the White House! 

Every child remembers
certain birthdays. I
looked forward to mine –
I was turning 10. My trip
to Washington was a
memory, but extremely

helpful in the study of
U.S. History in the fifth
grade. The last thing I ex-
pected on my birthday
was to have the an-
nouncement of the Presi-
dent being shot in Dallas
that afternoon. How
could this happen, and on
my birthday? I remem-
bered standing one early
evening watching his mo-
torcade passing down
West Broad Street in
Columbus when he was
President-elect Kennedy
in January, 1961. That
memory would be in-
grained for he was the
first President I had ever
seen. How could he be
dead?

The birthday celebra-
tion that evening was
weird. Family members
came into the house,
handed me a present,
gave me hugs and kisses,
and then went right into
the family room to join
those who were watching
television. I sat amid my
presents alone, everyone
in shock and quiet con-
versation about the
events of the day. I
opened the gifts without
fanfare, and soon joined
the rest of the family
watching TV. 

That weekend brought
more history to life.
While the family once
again gathered to watch
the funeral events on our
television, I told my fam-
ily about the cassion, the
horses, their harnesses,
and the rider-less horse.
It wasn’t long until Walter
Cronkite began a similar
and no more detailed ex-
planation than the one I
gave my family. They
asked where I had
learned about all that
stuff, and I reminded
them of our White House
tour. We mourned and ex-

perienced the same heav-
iness and sorrow that
many other people felt in
our nation and around
the world as our Presi-
dent was taken to Arling-
ton National Cemetery
for his final rest.

A few weeks later I
went to the Franklin
County Court House
where my Dad worked in
the County Treasurer’s
office. His boss, Newton
Thatcher, presented me
with a special gift. He
gave me a coin depicting
the likeness of President
Kennedy. He understood
that my birthday had
been less than happy and
felt that I deserved one of
the new coins. 

I’ve never celebrated a
birthday without the
memory of an assassina-
tion of a President. I’ve
added a half dollar to my
collection each year. I
still have “My Weekly
Reader”, “Life” and
“Look” magazines, and
the Columbus Dispatch
newspapers from that day
and memorable week.
Today I celebrate another
birthday and remember. 
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 VILLAGES
 COMPUTER & REPAIR

 • Computer Repair • Custom  Building • Computer Classes  • Free Diagnostics 
  • Data Recovery • Networking In Store Service or at Your Location

 FREE Service Calls
 to your house or business  with this ad

 7256 SW 62nd Ave., Suite 5, Ocala, FL 34476
 email: villagescomputer@yahoo.com

 Next to the neighborhood Storage on SR200 across from the Jasmine Plaza

 (352) 237-4852
 (MOBILE) 352-426-1639

Editor’s note:The South Marion Citi-
zen and West Marion Messenger invited
readers to share their memories of the
assassination of President John F.
Kennedy 50 years ago. One account is
printed here, the others are on Page 8.

Patty Waddell
I was 10 years old, a fifth grader in

Fort Worth, Texas. President and Mrs.
Kennedy flew into Fort Worth the day
before and spent the night at the Texas
Hotel downtown. There was to be a
breakfast with the Chamber of Com-
merce there that morning, and it was
understood that he would address
whatever crowd might gather outside
first. My mother took my sister and
brother and me to the hotel early on the
22nd. It was a drizzly morning, and I re-
call that though it was not too pleasant
waiting outside in the rain, I was ex-
cited. We had been studying our gov-
ernment in social studies, and I was
eager to see in person our President
and also Vice President Johnson and
Texas Governor Connolly. But to be hon-
est, my biggest wish was to see Jackie
Kennedy. 

There was quite a crowd that gath-
ered, and I don’t recall if it was because

we had gotten there very early, or if it
was because the crowd was generous,
but the three of us kids ended up front
so we could see. Soon the three VIPs
came outside, along with a lot of other
people - but alas, not Jackie. The one
thing I remember about his speech that
morning was that he said something to
the effect that Mrs. Kennedy was still
getting ready; and she took longer but
she always looked better than he did. 

Following his speech, he came down
to the crowd and straight to where we
were standing. He shook my hand, and
asked me why I wasn’t in school. I made
sure he knew the school had given me
permission to be there. He spoke to us
for a bit longer, and I recall thinking
that it felt like we were the only people
there. By that, I mean he gave us his full
attention for that couple of minutes.
When he moved on to others in the
crowd, Vice President Johnson and
Governor Connolly, who had followed
behind him, also shook my hand, but
they didn’t speak. 

Later that day at school, we were in
the classroom after lunch. Our teacher
had us open our books to read silently,
and she went out into the hall. This
seemed very odd to all of us, and soon

we realized many of the teachers were
in the hall. We felt something was up,
but had no idea what it could be. After
a bit, the teacher came back into the
room and called for me to come out.
When I got to the hall, she told me the
principal wanted to see me. Well, now I
was panicked. I could not think of any-
thing I had done to get sent to the prin-
cipal’s office; but, I figured it had to be
something bad - and that must be what
all the teachers were talking about in
the hall.

Once there, the principal, Miss
Walker, put me at ease. She knew I had
gone to hear the President speak that
morning, and she wanted to know what
I saw, heard and felt. After I told her my
story, she gently told me that he had
been assassinated. I felt like I had been
kicked in the gut. I couldn’t believe it.
After all, I had just seen him alive and
well. After we talked through it, she told
me school was being dismissed early,
and we all went home. I spent the next
few days glued to the television along
with my family like the rest of America. 

That may be more information that
you wanted to know, but once I started
typing, it just all kind of comes back. 

Wow - it is 50 years later and the mem-

ories are still so vivid. I now live in Oak
Run with my husband, Jim. 

FYI - his birthday is November 22nd.
Hmmm.. wonder if that is supposed to
mean anything…

FILE PHOTO

President and Mrs. Kennedy as they ar-
rived in Dallas on Nov.22, 1963.

On Nov. 22, 1963, this reader spoke to President Kennedy 

Marion students honor veterans

PHOTOS BY JIM CLARK

About 2,000 Marion County public school students gathered at Veterans Memorial Park on Nov. 11 for the annual cer-
emonies. Above, the A Cappella Ensemble from West Port High School was one of the groups singing for the crowd,
above, doing the National Anthem. Below, part of the crowd at the event.

Even though it’s not Thanksgiving yet,
the city of Ocala is ready to show off its
decorations on the newly renovated
Square.

The annual Light Up Ocala will take
place Saturday, Nov. 23, from 4 to 9:30
p.m. The public is invited.

Light Up Ocala
set for Saturday

The lead suspect in a Marion County
bank robbery case has been arrested in
Hillsborough County

Renita Mount Rayner of St. Peters-
burg is suspected of being the person
who, just before
1 p.m., on Tues-
day, Nov.12,
walked into the
Alarion Bank at
7605 S.W. State
Road 200 in
Ocala.

A security
camera caught
Rayner wearing
a brown wig and
a solid blue dress. Witnesses say Rayner
showed a bank teller a note and allowed
the teller to see the handle of a hand-
gun. Rayner got away with an undeter-
mined amount of cash.

There is a Marion County felony war-
rant issued for the arrest of Rayner. As
of Monday morning, she had not been
booked into the Marion County jail. 

Robbery
suspect
arrested

Rayner

JFK
continued from Page 10

Saturday, Nov. 23
African Violet Club to meet

African Violet Club of Ocala will meet on Saturday,
Nov. 23 at 10:30 a.m. at the Marion County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice Brian Litz Sheriff ’s Substation, 9048 S.W. State
Road 200, Ocala.

Sunday, Nov. 24
Barbershoppers to sing 

The Big Sun Barbershop Chorus Show is set for
Sunday, Nov 24, at 3 p.m. at Ocala West United
Methodist Church.

For tickets call 352-804-7464 or order online at big-
sunchorus.groupanizer.com

The church is at 9330 S.W. 105th St. Ocala 

Clock collectors offer items and assessments

If you have ever wondered what that old Grandfa-
ther’s clock that Aunt Millie owned is worth, mark
your calendar and set your watch for Sunday, Nov. 24,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The National Association of Watch and Clock Col-
lectors, Chapter 156, are hosting their annual Fall
Super Meeting Nov. 24 at the VFW Post 4781.

The event offers indoor mart tables for $5. A silent
auction featuring a variety of horological items will be
held. In addition many collectors will offer parts,
clocks and watches for sale during the event. 

Clock and watch assessment will also be offered.
Questions pertaining to clocks and watches will be an-
swered during the event.
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K Same Day Service   (most jobs)

 10% Discount to Veterans  l abor & parts excluding batteries

 LOWEST PRICES IN OCALA FREE pickup 
 within 5 miles

 • New Factory Body
 • New DOT tires
 • Fold down tinted
    wind shield
 • Automatic charger
 • Deluxe Lights Includes:

 Headlights, Turn Signals, Horn,
 Brake Lights, Tail Lights, Custom 
 Dash

 • Volt Meter
 • New 10” Mag Wheels
 • Folding Side Mirrors
 • Sunbrella

 2010 Club Car Remanufactured

 Garage Floor Mats
 Protects Against 
 Oil & Battery Acid

  $59

 $ 5,995

 L IMITED
 L IMITED

 OFFER OFFER

 • Floor Mat
 • Custom Seats
 • Pin Striping, Names
 • Speed 22-23 mph
 • Sand Box Cooler, Ball 

 Washer
 • Warranty

 All for Only

 $ 5,995

 8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run
 352-291-7626 •  Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am - 2pm

 OCALA GOLF CART OCALA GOLF CART OCALA GOLF CART

 AUTHORIZED DEALER Trojan/Electro

 2011 EZ GO RXV Have Fun With The Grandkids

 FLIP BACKSEAT $399

 Stop in for a chance to win a free set of batteries.
 Limit one set per customer. Battery options are T-605, T875 or T1275.

 Special promotion ends Nov. 22, 2013, 5pm.

 B UY , S ELL , T RADE , S ERVICE , M AINTENANCE  & M ORE

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classi-

fied reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORSAdvertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the
paper. Deadlines for cancellations are the
same as the deadlines for placing ads,
except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $5.12 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $5.12 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to West Marion Messenger 
office at 8810 SW SR 200, Unit 104, Ocala, FL 34481 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

WMM_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11
For your convenience, mail in with payments to West

Marion Messenger office at 20441 E Pennsylvania Ave,

Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call...

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

GROCERY GIRLS

We Shop at your
Favorite Super Mar-

ket
and Deliver To Your 
Home or Business
We also shop at

Pet Supermarkets,

Having a
Special Event?
Let us help. We

pick up and  deliver
your catering

Call (352) 426-8549
or Fax

(352) 861-1778

STUMP
GRINDING
CALL JIM FOR

FREE ESTIMATES
(800) 478-8679

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

WE BUY ANTIQUES
& OLD STUFF!

Jim & Sheila Reed
352-873-9910

or  352- 219-4134

Brand New
Queen Size Pillow Top 

Mattress Set $150.
Still in original Plastic.

(352) 484-4772

OAK RUN
Nice 2/2/1.5,

Golf, Pools, Activities,
Pets Considered
(585)610-5257

Just call and see how 
easy it is to make money 

with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100
MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Today’s
New Ads

OAK RUN
Nice 2/2/1.5,

Golf, Pools, Activities,
Pets Considered
(585)610-5257

WE BUY ANTIQUES
& OLD STUFF!

Jim & Sheila Reed
352-873-9910

or  352- 219-4134

SPRING HILL
CLASSES

LAST CLASS
OF 2013

COSMETOLOGY 
December 16TH

DAY & NIGHT 
SCHOOL

FULLTIME & PARTTIME
✂✂  ✂✂  ✂✂  ✂✂  ✂✂

BENE’S
International

School of Beauty
www.benes.edu

(727) 848-8415
(352) 263-2744
STATE APPROVED 
FOR VA TRAINING

On Friday, Nov. 15, there was lots of
activity in Fairfield Village as a
good number of neighbors read-

ied themselves for the community yard
sale on Saturday. The treasures were in
abundance, but the Friday weather was
not all that great. Granted the winds
from Wednesday had died down; but
the rain, though not excessive was con-
stant. Not the best 

One thing, however, was still as at-
tractive as it always is and “this” is the
home of Bart and Judy Rich that was
chosen as Home of the Month for No-
vember by community manager Rachel
Muse. Bart is our HOA president and
Judy is one of those multi-talented peo-
ple who always has a “project” in the
works. Congratulations to Bart and Judy
for being chosen for kudos.

“That” is a big Happy Birthday to one
of our favorite people, Bob Roberts,
who celebrated his birthday on Nov. 14
(and again with a surprise party) on
Nov. 16. The fun-loving Bob is 95 years
old, but you would never suspect if you
did not know. Family came in to sur-
prise him on Wednesday, his actual
birthday, and then doubly surprised
him with a community gathering on Sat-
urday, Nov. 16 in the Fairfield Club-

house. There will be photos and more
about this event in next week’s column.

The “other” is that the community
wide yard sale will be pared down to 1
or 2 homes this coming weekend (Nov.
23) as several friends are going to com-
bine some things that did not make it
into the sale on the 16th. Come back to
our community and get the first look at
the new treasures up for sale in that
combined event. These are not “left-
overs”—these are some items that, be-
cause of weather or prior commitments,
neighbors were not able to get ready by
the day of the big sale.

I remind the West Marion community
that Fairfield Village is a “lively place
filled with lovely people” who love a
good birthday party, a good bargain, and
a good time seeing and chatting with
people from other neighborhoods/

Lots of activity in Fairfield Village

Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

Judy Rich's snowman
collection was a signifi-
cant part of FFV's com-

munity yard sale. At
right, Judy stands by the
Home of the Month sign

(her,husband, Bart, was
not available for the
photo) outside their

lovely home chosen for
November by Rachel
Muse, sFFV manager.

November 13th was an interna-
tionally recognized day. It was
World Kindness Day. It is

strange that we need an international
day to be kind when each day should be
a kindness day, but then we have dates
for so many things.

There is a Random Acts of Kindness
Foundation that gives suggestions on
how to be kind. Have you ever been the
recipient of a random act of kindness? I
have and it is so special. One day, my
husband and I were crossing a toll
bridge and when we came up to pay the
toll we were told that it had been paid.
So, we passed it on and paid the next
person’s toll. Unexpected kindnesses
are always wonderful.

Here at Stone Creek acts of kindness
abound. They may not be random but
they are happening all the time. My sis-
ter, Terry Quinn, is always making her
chicken soup for those who are ill. We
call on neighbors to see how they are or
just call them to tell them we are think-

ing of them.
The holiday season is upon us and

many Stone Creek charter clubs are be-
ginning their acts of kindness. The Book
Club is purchasing children’s books for
gift baskets to be given to Alpha House.
The Garden Club, for the fifth year, is
hosting a “Be a Santa to a Senior” tree
with 150 ornaments. These gifts will be
given to three nursing homes. It is Sen-
iors helping Seniors. The Veterans Club
will have its boxes out to collect toys for
disadvantaged children. The Vets re-
cently collected their fourth food dona-
tion of the year for Interfaith. On
Veterans Day they raised $2300 in a
silent auction. All of the proceeds will
go toward Veteran charities. Many indi-
vidual residents give of their time vol-

unteering at a host of agencies. While
these are not random acts of kindness,
they are kindnesses.

The Stone Creek Stitchers made
quilted blankets and lap afghans for the
“Be a Santa to a Senior” program. The
Stone Creek Knitting and Crochet
group made baby blankets for Alpha
House.

There are many quotes on kindness
but here are a few of my favorites. “Be

kind whenever possible. It is always
possible.” by ~Tenzin Gyatso, 14th
Dalai Lama. “ Kindness is the language
which the deaf can hear and the blind
can see.” by ~Mark Twain. “ Kindness,
like a boomerang, always returns.”
~Author Unknown. 

Do a random act of kindness and don’t
wait for a specific date to do it. It will
make you feel better and who knows
maybe you will also receive one. 

Kindness Day
Stone Creek

Patricia Gizzi
Items

from the
Stone
Creek

Stitchers.



Not mentioning any names, but
some person living in my house
can be a little tricky when it

comes to the usage of language. I may
be the “wordsmith” in our house but
she definitely is the “word butcher.”

A while back, we were having a little
discussion centering on one of my fa-
vorite topics, Apple Fritters. My motto:
An Apple fritter a day makes it all worth
living and two turns it into heaven.

In our discussion, I was reminding
the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage
that she made a promise that if I liked
an Apple Fritter I could eat an Apple
Fritter. I laid out my argument very
clear, at least I thought so, and encour-
aged her to follow suit.

She then disrupted the whole discus-
sion by insisting on evidence.

“When,” she said with a very suspi-
cious look on her face, “did I ever say if
you liked your Apple Fritter you could
eat your Apple Fritter?”

“Don’t you remember,” I said as con-
fidently as I could possibly muster at
the time, “we were at a restaurant and
our discussion centered on dessert.”

“I don’t remember such an occasion.”
I started to wiggle a little bit but I

knew if I could win this argument at this
point it would be a great win.

It is at times like this I wish I was a lit-

tle more like a politician who can say
something and it mean different things
to different people at different times.
Regardless of what they say at any par-
ticular time it can always be reinter-
preted the way a politician wants it any
particular time he needs it.

Let me point out very quickly that this
is in no way lying. In fact, I am not sure
what the definition of lying is anymore.
Nobody lies, they are just being misin-
terpreted. They can get anybody to be-
lieve anything if they rearrange the
truth in such a way it is no longer the
truth but it is not necessarily a lie.

“Don’t you remember we were talking
about dessert,” I said as calculatedly as
possible, “and you said a person should
be able to like what they eat and eat
what they like?”

She thought for a moment and then
responded, “I seem to recall a conver-
sation along that line but I do not recol-

lect that we were talking about Apple
Fritters. The words “Apple Fritters”
never came up in the conversation as I
remember it.”

“When I said that,” she said, looking
at me straight in the eye, “I did not have
Apple fritters on my mind. In fact, if the
truth were known, I had broccoli on my
mind at that moment.”

Many times what I hear is not really
what is being said and at times, what is
being said is not exactly what I hear, es-
pecially if my wife is doing the speak-
ing.

Only God says what He means and
means what He says. I like the encour-

agement he gives to Joshua. “There
shall not any man be able to stand be-
fore thee all the days of thy life: as I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Joshua
1:5 KJV).

Whatever God says He means and it
never changes its meaning from one
generation to the next. That is some-
thing I can really rely upon.

Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship, PO Box
831313, Ocala, FL 34483. He lives with
his wife, Martha, in Silver Springs
Shores. Call him at 1-866-552-2543 or e-
mail jamessnyder2@att.net. 

Commission. 
I never believed in it ei-

ther. I remember that the
Kennedys were doing
something about trying to
control the Mafia (John as
President and his brother
Bobby as the Attorney
General). I also don’t find
it coincidental that Bobby
was shot either. I do not
believe for one minute
that the Arabs had any-
thing to do with that ei-
ther.

Was the mafia involved
with JFK’s assassination?
Could the CIA have had
anything to do with it
(some people believe it
might be)? How about
Lyndon B Johnson, was
he involved? I couldn’t
believe that the Warren
Commission kept it quiet
for 50 years. I know some
people think it was a gov-
ernment cover-up. Other
people think it may have
had to do with the failed

Bay of Pigs invasion
(Cuba might have been
behind the assassina-
tion). Who knows? At
some point in time, I’d re-
ally like to know the
truth. 

My opinion of JFK was
that he was a war hero
and a very smart man. 

Norma E. Holecsko 
On November 22, of the

year that President John
F. Kennedy was shot – I
was a Graduate Student
at U.C.L.A. in Los Ange-
les, California. I had done
my student teaching at
area schools in the morn-
ing, and after a short
lunch break, I had begun
working in the Graduate
Research Library, as a
Typist. I had that position
from Sept. 1962 – Jan.
1965. This is how I earned
money to stay in college,
plus I babysat every
weekend – usually for
Hollywood Stars who
were always leaving their
children to make public
appearances, etc. Any-
way, I was taking an after-

noon break (about 4 p.m.)
in the Staff Room. There
were several students
studying and several
adults reading newspa-
pers. I was tired, so I was
just eating my lunch. One
of the elderly gentlemen
in the room was a retired
U.C.L.A. Professor and I
had spoke to him many
times before. He asked
me if I had heard about
the President. I said, “No,
what is it about the Presi-
dent that I should know.”
He answered, “He has
been shot and is dead!” At
first, I thought he must be
joking, but then I noticed
other people talking
about it, so I started lis-
tening. It was very quiet
in the room, and very se-
rious. I was a little in
shock, and went back to
work until 5:30 p.m. But
the school announced
what had happened and
sent us all home for the
day. As I walked home,
everyone seemed to be in
a daze, me included. I
passed by the Anglican
Chapel for students on
the way home from UCLA
and everyone was making
their way inside. We had
a very beautiful Memo-
rial Service put on by the
students and the Chap-
lains at U.C.L.A.

That night – everyone
was walking around town
– sort of not knowing what
to do – at a loss! My room-
mate at that time was the
Daughter of a Baptist
Minister of the Barean
Baptist Church in down-
town Los Angeles. She
had got us tickets to go to
a Salvation Army Concert

that night in downtown
Los Angeles, close to
where she lived. We had
to call to see if the concert
was cancelled. They al-
most did cancel it, but
changed the numbers to
All Patriotic Music – and
it was the most memo-
rable, fitting concert that
I could ever have at-
tended. I will never forget
that concert – It made a
very great impression on
me – and was a perfect
end to a very difficult day
for everyone. I was also
teaching in Long Beach,
California the year that
Robert Kennedy Jr. was
shot and that is still a very
vivid picture in my mind
of the TV coverage of
when he was shot. 

Bettie Kelley
She was teaching in her

second year, full of enthu-
siasm and optimism. The
class was 25 sophomore
English students, lively,
hormonal and much
more interested in next
weekend’s football game
than in the short story by
Ray Bradbury.

The weather had just
started turning cooler in
the suburban Rochester
area. Thanksgiving was
coming soon and there
was a snap in the air. 

Spirits were high.
It was during the third

period class that the mes-
sage came over the loud-
speaker, “President
Kennedy has been shot in
Dallas. His condition is
not known at this time.”
And the loudspeaker
went dead. As did the en-
tire class. Stunned, pale

and totally silent. And not
just the room, the entire
school of 1,500 students
had been struck mute.

The teacher was afraid
of an upheaval – after all,
young people sometimes
reacted violently to
abrupt change. What
should she do? She stood
by her open classroom
door watching other
teachers doing the same.
The young ones and the
seasoned teachers alike
didn’t know what to do.
And still no one talked.

About 15 minutes later
the loudspeaker broke
the silence. “President
Kennedy has died of his
wounds in Dallas. We will
bring further information
as we receive it. In the
meantime, continue with
your classes.”

We teachers knew, even
if the administrators did
not, that regular class-
rooms would not begin to
channel the emotion that
filled the rooms and halls.
By now quite a few young
people were blowing
their noses or openly cry-
ing. The girls spoke of
Caroline and John-John
almost as friends. The
boys stayed brave and
consoled the girls. And
they wanted to go home,
to be with their families,
to assure themselves that
the world was not com-
pletely mad. It took the
administration another
hour filled with frequent
loudspeaker directives to
line up the buses for an
early dismissal and in-
form radio and TV sta-
tions that our school
would join all the rest of
Rochester and area
schools in a 2-day shut-
down which became 3
and then 4 days as we and
the nation gathered

around our televisions in
the biggest outpouring of
national grief since Lin-
coln’s assassination
nearly 100 years before.

The young teacher is
long retired and in her
70s, the children in their
60s. They shared that one
still moment and then
went on with their lives.
Unfortunately those lives
have included Columbine
and Virginia Teach and
the Murrah Federal
Building and the other
horrors that have fol-
lowed. The Kennedy as-
sassination changed all of
us who lived it, stole out
innocence in a national
way, and prepared us to
hear the violence that has
come after.

The young teacher
would never be so young
again. 

Mark Trout
The summer of 1963 ex-

panded my horizons be-
yond by home, church,
and city. My parents
planned our family vaca-
tion to visit Washington,
D.C. Besides the monu-
ments to Jefferson, Lin-
coln and Washington, we
visited the White House.
The tour included all the
regular rooms, but our
tour included the base-
ment! To a nine-year old,
going into the basement
of the White House was
really cool! I saw so many
items in storage since the
death and funeral of
William McKinnley: the
bier that would hold the
casket, the harnesses of
the horses that would
pull it, the saddle that
would hold the empty
boots turned backward in
the stirrups, and even
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 Accommodations
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 for Your Pet

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566
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 and you be the judge!”
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 COMPUTER REPAIR
 COMPUTER 

 PROBLEMS SOLVED
 Your home or business 7 days a 

 week. Microsoft certified engineer. 
 30 years experience.

 • PC Repairs/Upgrades
 • Virus Removal
 • Router/Network Setup
 • New PC Installs

 Se habla español

 Tech Solutions of Ocala
 207-4435

 david@techsolutionsofocala.com

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795
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 Starting at
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 Door Check-Up

 $  79 95

      Call for details.

 SPRINKLERS
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 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured
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 WINTERIZE YOUR LAWN
 Let us spray for insects 
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 HANDYMAN
 Weekend Warrior

 “Let Me Do All Your Chores”
 • Home Maintenance/

 Repair
 • Lawn & Yard
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc.

 Very Dependable, Competent & Affordable
 Excellent, Local References.

 Reclaim Your Free Time!
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Weekly Activities
 Wednesday Bible Study .  . 7:00 pm
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $ 39 99
 10% OFF  Repairs

 Call for details.   Expires 11/30/2013

• Lanai Enclosures
• Glass Window 
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• Acrylic Windows
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 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 8:00 am
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 352-351-9727
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  Jasmine Plaza   •   352-401-0001 Jasmine Plaza  •  352-401-0001
 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476

 www.jandjjewelersocala.com www.jandjjewelersocala.com
 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2
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 Wrap   It   Up Early Wrap   It   Up Early

 B UYING  G OLD  A ND  D IAMONDS

 B ATTERIES
 $ 8 00

 + tax

 14-k Gold      Diamonds      Sterling      Fashion  Jewelry 14-k Gold      Diamonds      Sterling      Fashion  Jewelry

 National Cremation Society

 Considering Cremation?
 REGISTER TO WIN A FREE CREMATION PLAN  *

 Come join the National 
 Cremation Society for a

 FREE Meal
 & Informational 
 Seminar
 on the benefits of
 pre-planning your 
 cremation.

 When the time comes wouldn’t 
 you prefer your loved ones 
 celebrate your legacy rather than 
 stress about making arrangements? 
 Give them the relief they’ll need 
 during a tough time.

 We’ll discuss:
 •  Affordable options and savings
 •  Veterans benefits
 •  Worldwide Away-From-Home 

 Protection
 •  And much more...

 RESERVATION REQUIRED
 Limited seating available.

 CALL NOW!

 1-352-319-6816
 First time attendees only please.

 *Free cremation does not include Travel Protection Plan.
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 $200
 Promotional Discount 

 to all Attendees

 Red Lobster
 3393 SW College Rd.
 Tue., Dec. 3, 11:00am

 Horse and Hounds
 6995 US Hwy. 27

 Tue., Dec. 3, 11:00am

 Mimi’s Café
 4414 SW College Rd.
 Wed., Dec. 4, 11:00am

 Oasis Restaurant
 7651 SW Hwy. 200

 Wed., Dec. 4, 3:30pm

 Red’s Restaurant       
 8411 N. SR 200

 Thu., Dec. 5, 10:00am

 Stone Creek Grill
 9676 SW 62nd Loop

 Thu., Dec. 5, 11:00am
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JFK
continued from Page 8

Please see JFK, Page 12

If you like your apple fritter, you can eat your apple fritter

Deadline
is Thursday

for next week’s
material

Out to Pastor

Dr. James Snyder



Thursday, Nov. 21
Air Force group to meet

The November meeting of the Red Tail Memorial
Chapter of the Air Force Association (AFA) will be
held on Thursday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m. at the Ocala In-
ternational Airport Administration Building, 750 S.W.
60th Ave., Ocala. A representative from Sam’s Club
will be attending and brief us on Specials that are
available to AFA members. For more information call
Mike Emig at 352-854-8328.

Comedian at Fellowship

Please join us Thursday evening, Nov. 21 at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church from 6 to 8 p.m. for a night of side-
splitting, good clean fun with comedian Justin
Fennell. Justin specializes in “slice of life” humor that
sees “the funny” in everyday family situations. Tickets
are $5 per person in advance from the church office,
and includes dinner followed by the show. Call 352-
629-5379 for more information. 

Friday, Nov. 22
Health farmers’ market vendors sought

The Marion County “Health Happens” Farmers’
Market is seeking vendors for its first Fall Celebra-
tion. The event will take place during the regular mar-

ket hours of 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 22, at the
McPherson Governmental Complex field, 601 S.E.
25th Ave.).

The celebration will include a corn boil, a toy drive,
a blood drive and special booths providing health in-
formation from community partners such as Tobacco
Free Florida and the Florida Department of Health in
Marion County. These will be offered in addition to
regular market goods, which include: fresh produce,
vegetables, seafood, honey, prepared meals for break-
fast and lunch, natural energy drinks, goat’s milk
soap, plants and more.

Vendors interested in selling at the Fall Celebration
may contact Brittney Bruner, Health and Wellness Co-
ordinator, at brittney.bruner@marioncountyfl.org or
352-438-2360. For updates and market information
straight to your newsfeed, “like” the “Health Hap-
pens” Farmers’ Market on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/healthhappensfarmersmarket.

Three-day theater performance

The OTOW Theatre Group presents “Murder on the
Rerun” on Friday Nov. 22, Saturday the 23rd and Sun-
day the 24th.

If you haven’t purchased tickets you may pay at the
door or call Anne at 352-732-0706.

Grieving for pets

If you’ve experienced the loss of a furry friend, join
Hospice of Marion County grief counselors for a free,
interactive workshop on Friday, Nov. 22 from 3:30-4:30
pm. Light refreshments will be served. There is no
registration fee, but please consider donating an ani-
mal toy or treat to kick-start our new Pet Peace of
Mind program, which keeps hospice patients and pets
together. RSVP to 352-854-5230. The event will be in
the Hospice Education Center (3231 S.W. 34th Ave. 

Saturday, Nov. 23
Worship at TimberRidge

Worship Service at TimberRidge Nursing and Re-

habilitation Center will take place on Saturday, Nov.
23 at 10:15 a.m. 

Countryside Presbyterian Church provides Chris-
tian Ministry to residents of TimberRidge Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center, 9848 S.W. 110th St., Ocala
and holds bimonthly worship services.

For further information, please call the church of-
fice at 352-237-4633.

Victorian Holiday snow slide

Six tons of fresh snow, from up north, will adorn this
year’s Victorian Holiday snow slide in Dunnellon’s
Historic Village on Saturday, Nov. 23 from 5 to 9 p.m.

Besides the snow slide, there will be thousands of
twinkling holiday lights as you stroll down West Penn-
sylvania Avenue to Cedar Street and then up to Wal-
nut and Chestnut Streets. Horse drawn carriage rides
will again circle the heart of the Victorian era village
of Dunnellon. Each of the Historic Village Shops will
be hosting musical entertainment and will also be
providing homemade refreshments. Food vendors
will be on hand to satisfy the more hearty appetites. 

Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Dun-
nellon Police Department’s “Shop with a Cop” Christ-
mas program. 

Tech Trek camp benefit set

The American Association of University Women is
sponsoring an 8th grader to go to Tech Trek camp at
the Univesity of Florida. To acquire the funds, we are
holding a silent auction at Stone Creek Grille. It will
be a Purse Palooza on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 1 p.m.
Lunch will be provided for $15. RSVP by Nov. 20. Call
Eileen at 352-854-5952.

Sub vets of Ocala yard sale

Nautilus Base Submarine Veterans of Ocala will
have a yard sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
23, at the Bank of the Ozarks parking lot on southwest
State Road 200. Our Model Submarine of the USS
Nautilus SSN 571 will be there.
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3650 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto - 352-527-5700
3600 S. Florida Ave., Inverness - 352-726-2993

7120 W. Grover Cleveland Blvd., Homosassa - 352-628-2716
3495 S. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River - 352-795-3149

4100 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Lecanto - 352-527-2558
4434 E. Arlington St., Inverness - 352-726-5888
3187 W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon - 352-489-9239

7298 S. Florida Ave., Floral City - 352-637-6600
5844 Carl G. Rose, Hernando - 352-341-1200

401 Tompkins St., Inverness - 352-726-2801
701 S.W. 7th Ave., Williston - 352-528-5560

1703 N. Florida Ave., Hernando - 352-560-6105
275 N.E. U.S. 19, Crystal River - 352-794-0270

1876 N. Florida Ave., Hernando - 352-726-2338

Visit www.citrusstampederodeo.com

ADULTS: 
$18 ($15 ADVANCE) 

CHILDREN 4-11 YRS.:
$7 ($5 ADVANCE)

CHILD 3 & UNDER:
FREE

Special Group Rate for 
10 Adult Tickets or more 

Friday Night Only
  Call (352) 564-4525

Cowboys, cowgirls 
and spectators, 

wear pink on Saturday 
night to support breast 
cancer awareness - a 

portion of the proceeds 
will benefit the CMH 

Cancer Resource Room

 John M. Boyett, Jr.

 Financial Advisor 

 Free Investment Reviews
 352-237-2008 • 800-757-3129
 8441 SW Hwy. 200, Ste. 119 • Ocala Fl  34481

 www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIP C

 000GG44

 Walk-Ins Welcome 854-6531 • Appointments Available
 6160 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala,  Suite 99 in the Jasmine Plaza

 “There really is a difference in salons . . 
 .”

 JAIME SILVA
 Master Stylist

 18 Years Experience

 854-6531
 by appointment

 please

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper
covering news of communities west of Ocala including Fore
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood,
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in
Ocala, Fla., 34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are hav-
ing trouble getting the paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and
S.R. 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432

• Editor - Jim Clark 390-6444
• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers 854-3986

• Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea 854-3986
• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean 352-564-2957 
• Regional Manager - John Provost 352-563-6363

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-390-6444 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be
received by Thursday the week before

publication. Mail and photos must be e-mailed
to editor@westmarionmessenger.com. All

contributions are subject to editing for clarity,
taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader
Ads

2 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday

ARIES (March 21 to
April 19) A project bene-
fits from your organiza-
tional skills that get it up
and running. Your suc-
cess leaves a highly favor-
able impression. Don’t be
surprised if you get some
positive feedback soon.

TAURUS (April 20 to
May 20) Spend time on
practical matters through
the end of the week. Then
begin shifting your focus
to more-artistic pursuits.
Resist being self-critical.
Feel free to create.

GEMINI (May 21 to
June 20) Restarting those
creative projects you had
set aside for a while will
help provide a much-
needed soothing balance
to your hectic life. Be-
sides, it will be like meet-
ing old friends again.

CANCER (June 21 to
July 22) A change in plans
could make it tough to
keep a  commitment. But
stay with it. You’ll get an
A-plus for making the ef-
fort to do what’s right and
not taking the easy way
out by running off.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Enthusiasm for a work-
place policy review is ad-
mirable. But be sure you
know who is really behind
the resistance to change
before pointing your fin-
ger at the wrong person.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) You can expect to have
to do a lot of work through
midweek. Devote the rest
of the week to checking
your holiday plans in case
some need to be adjusted
to accommodate changes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) Try to avoid signing on
the dotted line in the
early part of the week.
You need time to study is-
sues that weren’t fully ex-
plored. Later in the week
might be more favorable
for decision-making.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to
Nov. 21) A new develop-
ment could snarl travel
schedules or other holi-
day-linked projects. Some
flexibility might be called
for to deal with the prob-
lems before they get too
far out of hand.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
to Dec. 21) Relatives seek
your advice on a matter
you’d rather not be in-
volved in. If so, use that
sage Sagittarian tact to
decline the “offer,” so that
no one’s feelings are
needlessly hurt.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22
to Jan. 19) A shift in plan-
ning direction might help
you speed up your
progress toward achiev-
ing that long-planned
goal. Trusted colleagues
are ready to offer some
valuable support.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) An unexpected
demand for settlement of
an old loan could create
some pre-holiday anxiety.
But you might not really
owe it. Check your
records thoroughly .

PISCES (Feb. 19 to
March 20) It’s a good time
to get into the social swim
and enjoy some well-
earned fun and games
with those closest to you
before you have to re-
sume more serious activi-
ties next week.

Happenings



Memories of JFK
Marcy Miller

I was a first year elementary school
teacher in central Ohio. There was a
knock on my classroom door that after-
noon. There stood one of the cooks from
the cafeteria with a sad look on her
face. The cooks must have had the TV
on as they were cleaning up after lunch
and heard the news. They went to each
classroom door and informed all the
teachers. That’s how I first heard the
unbelievable news about JFK being
shot.

Jim Miller
I was in the woods that fateful day. It

was snowing and I was out hunting with
my father. We carried walkie talkies,
like many hunters of the day did, as a
way to keep in contact with each other.
No cell phones back then. As I was try-
ing to reach my father, I picked up the
message that Kennedy had been shot.
My first reaction was incredible disbe-
lief. Of course later we learned that
JFK had died. 

Carol Mowrey 
It was my 16th birthday and I was in

class in high school when an an-
nouncement came over the loud
speaker that JFK was assassinated. The
rest of the day was quiet and uneventful
for me, just a sadness lay over the
neighborhood when I arrived home
from school.

Since it had been years since WWII
and not much in the way of horrible
events happened in the U.S., this news
was devastating to Americans. An un-
easiness prevailed, in light of the fact
that someone could actually reach and
assassinate our president. Shortly af-
terward, it was his brother. 

Corruption and murder have always
been here but somehow that day
opened the eyes of people everywhere
that it doesn’t always happen some-
where else.

9/11 had the same effect, but more in-
tensely even than the shooting of our
president. My husband was in NYC that
day and saw the second plane hit the
twin towers, while I tried, frantically
and constantly, to reach his cell phone
for over 4 hours.

Our country is changing and every
event puts us closer to a “different”
USA.

Jim Holbert
On November 22, 1963 I was 19 and in

Terre Haute, Indiana. I was applying
for a job and the radio made an an-
nouncement that President Kennedy
had been killed. The person that was
interviewing with and myself could not
believe it. We both thought that it was a
mistake. Being a history buff and also
just graduating from high school in 1962
I was aware of the assassination at-

tempts on both Teddy and Franklin
Roosevelt, and President Truman. But
we had not had a president killed since
McKinley in 1901. Driving home as I lis-
tened to the radio I pulled over started
to cry. I said to myself, why am I crying
I didn’t even know the man. Years later
I understood my feeling but that day I
did not, 

I was just in shock and disbelieve. I
had bought the book Profiles in
Courage that he wrote, but I had not
had a chance to read it, I did read it the
following month, I still have it in hard
back cover and I will never sell it. I have
read several books about him over the
years and I think that he would have
stopped Vietnam and not escalated it as
President Johnson and Nixon did. In
1968 the night when Bobby Kennedy
was killed, I did cry

Paulette Prudhon
November 22, 1963 was an unseason-

ably warm, sunny Friday with crisp un-
dertones in the Nation’s capital. It was
the perfect day to set out on a weekend
jaunt to my friend’s house on the
Chesapeake Bay. We were freshman
classmates at George Washington Uni-
versity needing a break.

Before we set off, we stopped at a deli
that was just around the corner from
the White House to purchase some
goodies for the road. My friend went in
and minutes later, she came rushing out
excitedly exclaiming that she thought
she heard on the store radio that Pres-
ident Kennedy had been shot. The few
folks walking about were as confused as
we were. We turned on the radio in the
car only to hear more confusion and
static. We were uncertain about what
had happened until we motored down
Pennsylvania Avenue toward the Capi-
tol on our way out of Washington. The
tragic answer was clear as we wit-
nessed every flag lining the streets
slowly slipping to half-staff — our Pres-
ident was gone. 

messengermessenger MESSENGER messengermessengermessengermessengermessengermessenger     Wednesday, November 20, 2013   5

 000GDH6

8 Wednesday, November 20, 2013     messengermessenger MESSENGER messengermessengermessengermessengermessengermessenger

West Marion Messenger
8810 W. State Road 200, suite 103,

Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com Opinion

Apples, oranges

and baseball

The naysayers are already com-
ing out of the woodwork when
it comes to fighting the sales

tax for a new baseball stadium.
There is only one argument that

we would agree with: The Yankees
have enough money to build the sta-
dium themselves, without any help
from the taxpayers. 

Unfortunately, that’s not the way
things are done, and anyone who has
followed any stadium project for any
sport anywhere in the country
should realize that.

After that, the arguments become
shallow.We’ll just address two.

First, people say we refused to
pass a tax to support schools and the
hospital. Using that argument is
wrong. Neither of those tax refer-
enda was revenue generating for the
county and the taxpayers. The
money would go in, and we wouldn’t
see it again. This
would be differ-
ent. In the long
run it would gen-
erate revenue in
taxes as people come to watch the
games, stay in a local hotel, etc.

The second is that both of those
ballot issues were property tax ini-
tiatives. That means that only Marion
County residents (renters would
probably face an increase) would be
paying the tax. The baseball pro-
posal is a sales tax. That means that
tourists who get off the highway and
eat in a restaurant would help pay
the tax. Visitors who stay in a lodging
facility would help pay the tax. Out-
of-county residents who shop in our
stores would help pay the tax. Again,
it would be revenue generating.

We’re willing to wager that some of
these naysayers are those who criti-
cize the area, calling it “Slow-cala.”
Here’s a chance to put us on the
sports map and provide an activity.
Why not do so?

Our Message

P U B L I S H E R :
G E R R Y  M U L L I G A N

R E G I O NA L M A NAG E R :
J O H N  P R O V O S T

E D I T O R :
J I M  C L A R K

MessengerW E S T  M A R I O N

Editorial

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the

opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not neces-

sarily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to

the editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 352-854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community

name, including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be
printed; phone numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good
taste. Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed
on a space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per
month. The deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road
200, suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com. Please see JFK, Page 10

Raymond R. Finn
I want to lead off by saying that at age

16 I had the honor of meeting both Pres-
idents Kennedy and Nixon in 1960 at
the Key Biscayne Hotel in Miami,
Florida. Sadly the hotel is no longer
there of course.

Mr. Nixon had a home on Key Bis-
cayne about half mile from the hotel,
which is why he was a frequent visitor.
At the time, my mom was the bever-
age/bar manager for the hotel.

Wednesday nights were “corn beef
and cabbage nights” which apparently
was one of President Nixon’s favorite
meals. When in Miami he showed up at
the hotel at least once a week for his fa-
vorite meal.

Preceding the presidential debates of
1960, President Nixon invited Presi-
dent Kennedy and staff to the Key Bis-
cayne to discuss the ground rules for
what turned out to be the first ever
presidential debates. It was during that
time that I had the honor and privilege
of meeting both men.

My band (The Vibrations) played for
Tricia Nixon’s 16th birthday, which was
held at the hotel. We were also the
house band for the Par-Tee lounge and
backed such noted musicians as Roy
Orbison, Joey Dee and the Starlighters,
and many more. We were also the fea-
tured band with Miami radio stations
WFUN and WQAM and played several
concerts during the Cuban missile cri-
sis so as to take minds off of the missile
crisis.

The band was having a practice when
we heard the unfortunate news about
President Kennedy. Needless to
say….we were all stunned. Who knows
what the future might have been had it
not happened. 

Christopher Moretto
I was seven years old when President

JFK was assassinated. I was home sick
from school that day.

I remember my Dad getting home at
noon that day. I asked him why he was
home from work so early, He said,
“President Kennedy was just assassi-
nated.” I was in shock. I remember we
turned on the TV and that is all we saw
on the television for the whole week. He
was my favorite president (and still is).
I remember that when he was killed the
press said that Camelot died. I didn’t
know what that meant at the time, I do
now. 

I remember the whirlwind of events
that took place pretty vividly. I am still
at a loss to think that it has never been
solved. I don’t buy for a minute that it
was all Lee Harvey Oswald that acted
alone in killing him. What a coinci-
dence that he was shot in police cus-
tody. Then comes the Warren

Brilliant ceremony

Each year, the Marion County
school system puts together a
Veterans Day program at the

Memorial Park, and buses in thou-
sands of local students as part of
their school day. This is teaching
children the importance of the day.

We note neighboring counties that
had no school on the holiday. We feel
that our children learned a lot more
about veterans by participating,
rather than taking the day off. That’s
what education is all about.
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 RESTAURANT

 7651 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala, FL 34476

 237-4598
 Mon-Sat. 6:30am-7pm

 Sun. 6:30am-3pm

 Come Check Out Our Daily Specials
 HAVE YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US! 237-4598
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 With peas/carrots, butternut squash soup or salad, dinner roll.  Drink & Dessert included.

 Turkey/Dressing
 w/Mashed Potatoes

 Sliced Ham
 w/Mashed Sweet Potatoes

 OR  $ 14 99

 Land/Home Financing - FHA Loans
 VA Loans - Buy For Loans 

 Home Only Loans - USDA Loans
 Equity Financing

 Alternative Income Financing

 352-622-6324  or
 1-800-313-6324

 Prestige Home Centers, Inc.
 4300 SOUTH PINE AVE. (441) • OCALA
 Just one block north of Ocala’s Drive-In Theater

 MODEL 
 CLOSEOUT
 Financing Available For People
 With Less Than Perfect Credit!

 We Also Have BANK-OWNED REPOSSESSED HOMES!
 Repos Available With Land or Without!
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 NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!!
 Including furniture packages  (on select models)
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 J&J SEAFOOD
 S.W. 7351 S.R. 200
 352.236.0199

 FRESH DAILY
 Jumbo Shrimp • Large Lobster Tails & Fish

 ALSO:  Clams  •  Conch  •  Squid  •  Oysters  •  Crawfish

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK – 
 Accepting Food Stamps

 •MARYLAND 
 CRAB CAKES
 • SALTED COD

 LIVE
 BLUE
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 SMOKED
 FISH DIP

 HADDOCK

  Taste  The   Best Taste  The   Best Taste  The  Best
 WEST MARION
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

What a beautiful sight on Monday
driving through our community
and seeing all the flags in the

yards and flying from permanent poles!
It’s great to see such a great reminder
of our freedom, with a special thank you
to all our veterans and current military
members who keep us free.

The Red Hot Fillies are going on a
“daycation” this Friday. We will be trav-
elling to the Hawthorne community for
a tour of the Island Grove Wine Com-
pany. We will meet at the clubhouse at
10:30 a.m. and carpool. Please let Pat
Talley or Carolyn Slocumb know if you
plan to go with us (we don’t want to
leave you).

The monthly Ladies Luncheon was
fabulous. The food and service at El
Toreo’s was outstanding. Twenty ladies
were with us this month. It was great
having some of our new residents join
us this month. We had four special
“princesses” this month: Maydaline
Bristol, Pat Hitchcock, Diane Thatcher,
and Carol Richardson. Next month’s
outing will be on Dec. 13 (Friday the
13th) at The Olive Garden. Please call
Maryanne Ellner if you plan to attend.

Today (Wednesday) is the last day to
get your tickets for the catered dinner

and auction which will be on Friday.
Dinner will begin at 6:30 and the auc-
tion will follow. Proceeds from the auc-
tion help with funding the special
events during the year.

History lesson for this week: Novem-
ber 19th was the 150th anniversary of
Abraham Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg
Address – “Four score and seven years
ago…” I’m sure many of us remember
memorizing that speech in school, and
probably can still recite the entire
speech. I will be forever grateful to my
7th grade teacher, Miss Forbes, for in-
stilling in me the desire to memorize fa-
mous poems, speeches, etc.

This week also marks the anniversary
of one of the saddest days in our country
– the assassination of President
Kennedy. Can you believe it was 50
years ago? On November 22, 1963, we

‘Daycation’ for the Fillies

Quail Meadow

Carolyn Slocumb

were shocked with the news coming
from Dallas. It didn’t seem possible that
we would witness such a tragedy in our
country. Regardless of your political af-
filiation, it was a very sad day in our
country. I’m sure most of us can recall
exactly where we were when we re-
ceived the news (I was living in Mait-

land, Florida and had gone to get a hair-
cut).

Don’t forget the Interfaith collection
box in the clubhouse. They are in need
of non-perishable foods and personal
hygiene items. Quail Meadow residents
have always been very generous con-
tributors to this cause. 

Sue Church, Diane Thatcher and Sheri Provost.

Above, Maydaline Bristol
and  Pat Hitchcock. At
left, Carol Richardson.
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What a beautiful sight on Monday
driving through our community
and seeing all the flags in the

yards and flying from permanent poles!
It’s great to see such a great reminder
of our freedom, with a special thank you
to all our veterans and current military
members who keep us free.

The Red Hot Fillies are going on a
“daycation” this Friday. We will be trav-
elling to the Hawthorne community for
a tour of the Island Grove Wine Com-
pany. We will meet at the clubhouse at
10:30 a.m. and carpool. Please let Pat
Talley or Carolyn Slocumb know if you
plan to go with us (we don’t want to
leave you).

The monthly Ladies Luncheon was
fabulous. The food and service at El
Toreo’s was outstanding. Twenty ladies
were with us this month. It was great
having some of our new residents join
us this month. We had four special
“princesses” this month: Maydaline
Bristol, Pat Hitchcock, Diane Thatcher,
and Carol Richardson. Next month’s
outing will be on Dec. 13 (Friday the
13th) at The Olive Garden. Please call
Maryanne Ellner if you plan to attend.

Today (Wednesday) is the last day to
get your tickets for the catered dinner

and auction which will be on Friday.
Dinner will begin at 6:30 and the auc-
tion will follow. Proceeds from the auc-
tion help with funding the special
events during the year.

History lesson for this week: Novem-
ber 19th was the 150th anniversary of
Abraham Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg
Address – “Four score and seven years
ago…” I’m sure many of us remember
memorizing that speech in school, and
probably can still recite the entire
speech. I will be forever grateful to my
7th grade teacher, Miss Forbes, for in-
stilling in me the desire to memorize fa-
mous poems, speeches, etc.

This week also marks the anniversary
of one of the saddest days in our country
– the assassination of President
Kennedy. Can you believe it was 50
years ago? On November 22, 1963, we

‘Daycation’ for the Fillies

Quail Meadow

Carolyn Slocumb

were shocked with the news coming
from Dallas. It didn’t seem possible that
we would witness such a tragedy in our
country. Regardless of your political af-
filiation, it was a very sad day in our
country. I’m sure most of us can recall
exactly where we were when we re-
ceived the news (I was living in Mait-

land, Florida and had gone to get a hair-
cut).

Don’t forget the Interfaith collection
box in the clubhouse. They are in need
of non-perishable foods and personal
hygiene items. Quail Meadow residents
have always been very generous con-
tributors to this cause. 

Sue Church, Diane Thatcher and Sheri Provost.

Above, Maydaline Bristol
and  Pat Hitchcock. At
left, Carol Richardson.



Memories of JFK
Marcy Miller

I was a first year elementary school
teacher in central Ohio. There was a
knock on my classroom door that after-
noon. There stood one of the cooks from
the cafeteria with a sad look on her
face. The cooks must have had the TV
on as they were cleaning up after lunch
and heard the news. They went to each
classroom door and informed all the
teachers. That’s how I first heard the
unbelievable news about JFK being
shot.

Jim Miller
I was in the woods that fateful day. It

was snowing and I was out hunting with
my father. We carried walkie talkies,
like many hunters of the day did, as a
way to keep in contact with each other.
No cell phones back then. As I was try-
ing to reach my father, I picked up the
message that Kennedy had been shot.
My first reaction was incredible disbe-
lief. Of course later we learned that
JFK had died. 

Carol Mowrey 
It was my 16th birthday and I was in

class in high school when an an-
nouncement came over the loud
speaker that JFK was assassinated. The
rest of the day was quiet and uneventful
for me, just a sadness lay over the
neighborhood when I arrived home
from school.

Since it had been years since WWII
and not much in the way of horrible
events happened in the U.S., this news
was devastating to Americans. An un-
easiness prevailed, in light of the fact
that someone could actually reach and
assassinate our president. Shortly af-
terward, it was his brother. 

Corruption and murder have always
been here but somehow that day
opened the eyes of people everywhere
that it doesn’t always happen some-
where else.

9/11 had the same effect, but more in-
tensely even than the shooting of our
president. My husband was in NYC that
day and saw the second plane hit the
twin towers, while I tried, frantically
and constantly, to reach his cell phone
for over 4 hours.

Our country is changing and every
event puts us closer to a “different”
USA.

Jim Holbert
On November 22, 1963 I was 19 and in

Terre Haute, Indiana. I was applying
for a job and the radio made an an-
nouncement that President Kennedy
had been killed. The person that was
interviewing with and myself could not
believe it. We both thought that it was a
mistake. Being a history buff and also
just graduating from high school in 1962
I was aware of the assassination at-

tempts on both Teddy and Franklin
Roosevelt, and President Truman. But
we had not had a president killed since
McKinley in 1901. Driving home as I lis-
tened to the radio I pulled over started
to cry. I said to myself, why am I crying
I didn’t even know the man. Years later
I understood my feeling but that day I
did not, 

I was just in shock and disbelieve. I
had bought the book Profiles in
Courage that he wrote, but I had not
had a chance to read it, I did read it the
following month, I still have it in hard
back cover and I will never sell it. I have
read several books about him over the
years and I think that he would have
stopped Vietnam and not escalated it as
President Johnson and Nixon did. In
1968 the night when Bobby Kennedy
was killed, I did cry

Paulette Prudhon
November 22, 1963 was an unseason-

ably warm, sunny Friday with crisp un-
dertones in the Nation’s capital. It was
the perfect day to set out on a weekend
jaunt to my friend’s house on the
Chesapeake Bay. We were freshman
classmates at George Washington Uni-
versity needing a break.

Before we set off, we stopped at a deli
that was just around the corner from
the White House to purchase some
goodies for the road. My friend went in
and minutes later, she came rushing out
excitedly exclaiming that she thought
she heard on the store radio that Pres-
ident Kennedy had been shot. The few
folks walking about were as confused as
we were. We turned on the radio in the
car only to hear more confusion and
static. We were uncertain about what
had happened until we motored down
Pennsylvania Avenue toward the Capi-
tol on our way out of Washington. The
tragic answer was clear as we wit-
nessed every flag lining the streets
slowly slipping to half-staff — our Pres-
ident was gone. 
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West Marion Messenger
8810 W. State Road 200, suite 103,

Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com Opinion

Apples, oranges

and baseball

The naysayers are already com-
ing out of the woodwork when
it comes to fighting the sales

tax for a new baseball stadium.
There is only one argument that

we would agree with: The Yankees
have enough money to build the sta-
dium themselves, without any help
from the taxpayers. 

Unfortunately, that’s not the way
things are done, and anyone who has
followed any stadium project for any
sport anywhere in the country
should realize that.

After that, the arguments become
shallow.We’ll just address two.

First, people say we refused to
pass a tax to support schools and the
hospital. Using that argument is
wrong. Neither of those tax refer-
enda was revenue generating for the
county and the taxpayers. The
money would go in, and we wouldn’t
see it again. This
would be differ-
ent. In the long
run it would gen-
erate revenue in
taxes as people come to watch the
games, stay in a local hotel, etc.

The second is that both of those
ballot issues were property tax ini-
tiatives. That means that only Marion
County residents (renters would
probably face an increase) would be
paying the tax. The baseball pro-
posal is a sales tax. That means that
tourists who get off the highway and
eat in a restaurant would help pay
the tax. Visitors who stay in a lodging
facility would help pay the tax. Out-
of-county residents who shop in our
stores would help pay the tax. Again,
it would be revenue generating.

We’re willing to wager that some of
these naysayers are those who criti-
cize the area, calling it “Slow-cala.”
Here’s a chance to put us on the
sports map and provide an activity.
Why not do so?

Our Message

P U B L I S H E R :
G E R R Y  M U L L I G A N

R E G I O NA L M A NAG E R :
J O H N  P R O V O S T

E D I T O R :
J I M  C L A R K

MessengerW E S T  M A R I O N

Editorial

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the

opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not neces-

sarily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to

the editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 352-854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community

name, including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be
printed; phone numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good
taste. Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed
on a space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per
month. The deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road
200, suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com. Please see JFK, Page 10

Raymond R. Finn
I want to lead off by saying that at age

16 I had the honor of meeting both Pres-
idents Kennedy and Nixon in 1960 at
the Key Biscayne Hotel in Miami,
Florida. Sadly the hotel is no longer
there of course.

Mr. Nixon had a home on Key Bis-
cayne about half mile from the hotel,
which is why he was a frequent visitor.
At the time, my mom was the bever-
age/bar manager for the hotel.

Wednesday nights were “corn beef
and cabbage nights” which apparently
was one of President Nixon’s favorite
meals. When in Miami he showed up at
the hotel at least once a week for his fa-
vorite meal.

Preceding the presidential debates of
1960, President Nixon invited Presi-
dent Kennedy and staff to the Key Bis-
cayne to discuss the ground rules for
what turned out to be the first ever
presidential debates. It was during that
time that I had the honor and privilege
of meeting both men.

My band (The Vibrations) played for
Tricia Nixon’s 16th birthday, which was
held at the hotel. We were also the
house band for the Par-Tee lounge and
backed such noted musicians as Roy
Orbison, Joey Dee and the Starlighters,
and many more. We were also the fea-
tured band with Miami radio stations
WFUN and WQAM and played several
concerts during the Cuban missile cri-
sis so as to take minds off of the missile
crisis.

The band was having a practice when
we heard the unfortunate news about
President Kennedy. Needless to
say….we were all stunned. Who knows
what the future might have been had it
not happened. 

Christopher Moretto
I was seven years old when President

JFK was assassinated. I was home sick
from school that day.

I remember my Dad getting home at
noon that day. I asked him why he was
home from work so early, He said,
“President Kennedy was just assassi-
nated.” I was in shock. I remember we
turned on the TV and that is all we saw
on the television for the whole week. He
was my favorite president (and still is).
I remember that when he was killed the
press said that Camelot died. I didn’t
know what that meant at the time, I do
now. 

I remember the whirlwind of events
that took place pretty vividly. I am still
at a loss to think that it has never been
solved. I don’t buy for a minute that it
was all Lee Harvey Oswald that acted
alone in killing him. What a coinci-
dence that he was shot in police cus-
tody. Then comes the Warren

Brilliant ceremony

Each year, the Marion County
school system puts together a
Veterans Day program at the

Memorial Park, and buses in thou-
sands of local students as part of
their school day. This is teaching
children the importance of the day.

We note neighboring counties that
had no school on the holiday. We feel
that our children learned a lot more
about veterans by participating,
rather than taking the day off. That’s
what education is all about.



Thursday, Nov. 21
Air Force group to meet

The November meeting of the Red Tail Memorial
Chapter of the Air Force Association (AFA) will be
held on Thursday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m. at the Ocala In-
ternational Airport Administration Building, 750 S.W.
60th Ave., Ocala. A representative from Sam’s Club
will be attending and brief us on Specials that are
available to AFA members. For more information call
Mike Emig at 352-854-8328.

Comedian at Fellowship

Please join us Thursday evening, Nov. 21 at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church from 6 to 8 p.m. for a night of side-
splitting, good clean fun with comedian Justin
Fennell. Justin specializes in “slice of life” humor that
sees “the funny” in everyday family situations. Tickets
are $5 per person in advance from the church office,
and includes dinner followed by the show. Call 352-
629-5379 for more information. 

Friday, Nov. 22
Health farmers’ market vendors sought

The Marion County “Health Happens” Farmers’
Market is seeking vendors for its first Fall Celebra-
tion. The event will take place during the regular mar-

ket hours of 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 22, at the
McPherson Governmental Complex field, 601 S.E.
25th Ave.).

The celebration will include a corn boil, a toy drive,
a blood drive and special booths providing health in-
formation from community partners such as Tobacco
Free Florida and the Florida Department of Health in
Marion County. These will be offered in addition to
regular market goods, which include: fresh produce,
vegetables, seafood, honey, prepared meals for break-
fast and lunch, natural energy drinks, goat’s milk
soap, plants and more.

Vendors interested in selling at the Fall Celebration
may contact Brittney Bruner, Health and Wellness Co-
ordinator, at brittney.bruner@marioncountyfl.org or
352-438-2360. For updates and market information
straight to your newsfeed, “like” the “Health Hap-
pens” Farmers’ Market on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/healthhappensfarmersmarket.

Three-day theater performance

The OTOW Theatre Group presents “Murder on the
Rerun” on Friday Nov. 22, Saturday the 23rd and Sun-
day the 24th.

If you haven’t purchased tickets you may pay at the
door or call Anne at 352-732-0706.

Grieving for pets

If you’ve experienced the loss of a furry friend, join
Hospice of Marion County grief counselors for a free,
interactive workshop on Friday, Nov. 22 from 3:30-4:30
pm. Light refreshments will be served. There is no
registration fee, but please consider donating an ani-
mal toy or treat to kick-start our new Pet Peace of
Mind program, which keeps hospice patients and pets
together. RSVP to 352-854-5230. The event will be in
the Hospice Education Center (3231 S.W. 34th Ave. 

Saturday, Nov. 23
Worship at TimberRidge

Worship Service at TimberRidge Nursing and Re-

habilitation Center will take place on Saturday, Nov.
23 at 10:15 a.m. 

Countryside Presbyterian Church provides Chris-
tian Ministry to residents of TimberRidge Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center, 9848 S.W. 110th St., Ocala
and holds bimonthly worship services.

For further information, please call the church of-
fice at 352-237-4633.

Victorian Holiday snow slide

Six tons of fresh snow, from up north, will adorn this
year’s Victorian Holiday snow slide in Dunnellon’s
Historic Village on Saturday, Nov. 23 from 5 to 9 p.m.

Besides the snow slide, there will be thousands of
twinkling holiday lights as you stroll down West Penn-
sylvania Avenue to Cedar Street and then up to Wal-
nut and Chestnut Streets. Horse drawn carriage rides
will again circle the heart of the Victorian era village
of Dunnellon. Each of the Historic Village Shops will
be hosting musical entertainment and will also be
providing homemade refreshments. Food vendors
will be on hand to satisfy the more hearty appetites. 

Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Dun-
nellon Police Department’s “Shop with a Cop” Christ-
mas program. 

Tech Trek camp benefit set

The American Association of University Women is
sponsoring an 8th grader to go to Tech Trek camp at
the Univesity of Florida. To acquire the funds, we are
holding a silent auction at Stone Creek Grille. It will
be a Purse Palooza on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 1 p.m.
Lunch will be provided for $15. RSVP by Nov. 20. Call
Eileen at 352-854-5952.

Sub vets of Ocala yard sale

Nautilus Base Submarine Veterans of Ocala will
have a yard sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
23, at the Bank of the Ozarks parking lot on southwest
State Road 200. Our Model Submarine of the USS
Nautilus SSN 571 will be there.
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3650 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto - 352-527-5700
3600 S. Florida Ave., Inverness - 352-726-2993

7120 W. Grover Cleveland Blvd., Homosassa - 352-628-2716
3495 S. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River - 352-795-3149

4100 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Lecanto - 352-527-2558
4434 E. Arlington St., Inverness - 352-726-5888
3187 W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon - 352-489-9239

7298 S. Florida Ave., Floral City - 352-637-6600
5844 Carl G. Rose, Hernando - 352-341-1200

401 Tompkins St., Inverness - 352-726-2801
701 S.W. 7th Ave., Williston - 352-528-5560

1703 N. Florida Ave., Hernando - 352-560-6105
275 N.E. U.S. 19, Crystal River - 352-794-0270

1876 N. Florida Ave., Hernando - 352-726-2338

Visit www.citrusstampederodeo.com

ADULTS: 
$18 ($15 ADVANCE) 

CHILDREN 4-11 YRS.:
$7 ($5 ADVANCE)

CHILD 3 & UNDER:
FREE

Special Group Rate for 
10 Adult Tickets or more 

Friday Night Only
  Call (352) 564-4525

Cowboys, cowgirls 
and spectators, 

wear pink on Saturday 
night to support breast 
cancer awareness - a 

portion of the proceeds 
will benefit the CMH 

Cancer Resource Room

 John M. Boyett, Jr.

 Financial Advisor 

 Free Investment Reviews
 352-237-2008 • 800-757-3129
 8441 SW Hwy. 200, Ste. 119 • Ocala Fl  34481

 www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIP C

 000GG44

 Walk-Ins Welcome 854-6531 • Appointments Available
 6160 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala,  Suite 99 in the Jasmine Plaza

 “There really is a difference in salons . . 
 .”

 JAIME SILVA
 Master Stylist

 18 Years Experience

 854-6531
 by appointment

 please

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper
covering news of communities west of Ocala including Fore
Ranch, Stone Creek, Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood,
Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow, Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in
Ocala, Fla., 34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed
above and the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are hav-
ing trouble getting the paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and
S.R. 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Office (352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 489-6593

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432

• Editor - Jim Clark 390-6444
• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers 854-3986

• Inside Sales/Office Coord. - Michel Northsea 854-3986
• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean 352-564-2957 
• Regional Manager - John Provost 352-563-6363

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-390-6444 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com
Community news and photos must be
received by Thursday the week before

publication. Mail and photos must be e-mailed
to editor@westmarionmessenger.com. All

contributions are subject to editing for clarity,
taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader
Ads

2 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday

ARIES (March 21 to
April 19) A project bene-
fits from your organiza-
tional skills that get it up
and running. Your suc-
cess leaves a highly favor-
able impression. Don’t be
surprised if you get some
positive feedback soon.

TAURUS (April 20 to
May 20) Spend time on
practical matters through
the end of the week. Then
begin shifting your focus
to more-artistic pursuits.
Resist being self-critical.
Feel free to create.

GEMINI (May 21 to
June 20) Restarting those
creative projects you had
set aside for a while will
help provide a much-
needed soothing balance
to your hectic life. Be-
sides, it will be like meet-
ing old friends again.

CANCER (June 21 to
July 22) A change in plans
could make it tough to
keep a  commitment. But
stay with it. You’ll get an
A-plus for making the ef-
fort to do what’s right and
not taking the easy way
out by running off.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Enthusiasm for a work-
place policy review is ad-
mirable. But be sure you
know who is really behind
the resistance to change
before pointing your fin-
ger at the wrong person.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) You can expect to have
to do a lot of work through
midweek. Devote the rest
of the week to checking
your holiday plans in case
some need to be adjusted
to accommodate changes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) Try to avoid signing on
the dotted line in the
early part of the week.
You need time to study is-
sues that weren’t fully ex-
plored. Later in the week
might be more favorable
for decision-making.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to
Nov. 21) A new develop-
ment could snarl travel
schedules or other holi-
day-linked projects. Some
flexibility might be called
for to deal with the prob-
lems before they get too
far out of hand.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
to Dec. 21) Relatives seek
your advice on a matter
you’d rather not be in-
volved in. If so, use that
sage Sagittarian tact to
decline the “offer,” so that
no one’s feelings are
needlessly hurt.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22
to Jan. 19) A shift in plan-
ning direction might help
you speed up your
progress toward achiev-
ing that long-planned
goal. Trusted colleagues
are ready to offer some
valuable support.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) An unexpected
demand for settlement of
an old loan could create
some pre-holiday anxiety.
But you might not really
owe it. Check your
records thoroughly .

PISCES (Feb. 19 to
March 20) It’s a good time
to get into the social swim
and enjoy some well-
earned fun and games
with those closest to you
before you have to re-
sume more serious activi-
ties next week.

Happenings



Not mentioning any names, but
some person living in my house
can be a little tricky when it

comes to the usage of language. I may
be the “wordsmith” in our house but
she definitely is the “word butcher.”

A while back, we were having a little
discussion centering on one of my fa-
vorite topics, Apple Fritters. My motto:
An Apple fritter a day makes it all worth
living and two turns it into heaven.

In our discussion, I was reminding
the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage
that she made a promise that if I liked
an Apple Fritter I could eat an Apple
Fritter. I laid out my argument very
clear, at least I thought so, and encour-
aged her to follow suit.

She then disrupted the whole discus-
sion by insisting on evidence.

“When,” she said with a very suspi-
cious look on her face, “did I ever say if
you liked your Apple Fritter you could
eat your Apple Fritter?”

“Don’t you remember,” I said as con-
fidently as I could possibly muster at
the time, “we were at a restaurant and
our discussion centered on dessert.”

“I don’t remember such an occasion.”
I started to wiggle a little bit but I

knew if I could win this argument at this
point it would be a great win.

It is at times like this I wish I was a lit-

tle more like a politician who can say
something and it mean different things
to different people at different times.
Regardless of what they say at any par-
ticular time it can always be reinter-
preted the way a politician wants it any
particular time he needs it.

Let me point out very quickly that this
is in no way lying. In fact, I am not sure
what the definition of lying is anymore.
Nobody lies, they are just being misin-
terpreted. They can get anybody to be-
lieve anything if they rearrange the
truth in such a way it is no longer the
truth but it is not necessarily a lie.

“Don’t you remember we were talking
about dessert,” I said as calculatedly as
possible, “and you said a person should
be able to like what they eat and eat
what they like?”

She thought for a moment and then
responded, “I seem to recall a conver-
sation along that line but I do not recol-

lect that we were talking about Apple
Fritters. The words “Apple Fritters”
never came up in the conversation as I
remember it.”

“When I said that,” she said, looking
at me straight in the eye, “I did not have
Apple fritters on my mind. In fact, if the
truth were known, I had broccoli on my
mind at that moment.”

Many times what I hear is not really
what is being said and at times, what is
being said is not exactly what I hear, es-
pecially if my wife is doing the speak-
ing.

Only God says what He means and
means what He says. I like the encour-

agement he gives to Joshua. “There
shall not any man be able to stand be-
fore thee all the days of thy life: as I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Joshua
1:5 KJV).

Whatever God says He means and it
never changes its meaning from one
generation to the next. That is some-
thing I can really rely upon.

Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship, PO Box
831313, Ocala, FL 34483. He lives with
his wife, Martha, in Silver Springs
Shores. Call him at 1-866-552-2543 or e-
mail jamessnyder2@att.net. 

Commission. 
I never believed in it ei-

ther. I remember that the
Kennedys were doing
something about trying to
control the Mafia (John as
President and his brother
Bobby as the Attorney
General). I also don’t find
it coincidental that Bobby
was shot either. I do not
believe for one minute
that the Arabs had any-
thing to do with that ei-
ther.

Was the mafia involved
with JFK’s assassination?
Could the CIA have had
anything to do with it
(some people believe it
might be)? How about
Lyndon B Johnson, was
he involved? I couldn’t
believe that the Warren
Commission kept it quiet
for 50 years. I know some
people think it was a gov-
ernment cover-up. Other
people think it may have
had to do with the failed

Bay of Pigs invasion
(Cuba might have been
behind the assassina-
tion). Who knows? At
some point in time, I’d re-
ally like to know the
truth. 

My opinion of JFK was
that he was a war hero
and a very smart man. 

Norma E. Holecsko 
On November 22, of the

year that President John
F. Kennedy was shot – I
was a Graduate Student
at U.C.L.A. in Los Ange-
les, California. I had done
my student teaching at
area schools in the morn-
ing, and after a short
lunch break, I had begun
working in the Graduate
Research Library, as a
Typist. I had that position
from Sept. 1962 – Jan.
1965. This is how I earned
money to stay in college,
plus I babysat every
weekend – usually for
Hollywood Stars who
were always leaving their
children to make public
appearances, etc. Any-
way, I was taking an after-

noon break (about 4 p.m.)
in the Staff Room. There
were several students
studying and several
adults reading newspa-
pers. I was tired, so I was
just eating my lunch. One
of the elderly gentlemen
in the room was a retired
U.C.L.A. Professor and I
had spoke to him many
times before. He asked
me if I had heard about
the President. I said, “No,
what is it about the Presi-
dent that I should know.”
He answered, “He has
been shot and is dead!” At
first, I thought he must be
joking, but then I noticed
other people talking
about it, so I started lis-
tening. It was very quiet
in the room, and very se-
rious. I was a little in
shock, and went back to
work until 5:30 p.m. But
the school announced
what had happened and
sent us all home for the
day. As I walked home,
everyone seemed to be in
a daze, me included. I
passed by the Anglican
Chapel for students on
the way home from UCLA
and everyone was making
their way inside. We had
a very beautiful Memo-
rial Service put on by the
students and the Chap-
lains at U.C.L.A.

That night – everyone
was walking around town
– sort of not knowing what
to do – at a loss! My room-
mate at that time was the
Daughter of a Baptist
Minister of the Barean
Baptist Church in down-
town Los Angeles. She
had got us tickets to go to
a Salvation Army Concert

that night in downtown
Los Angeles, close to
where she lived. We had
to call to see if the concert
was cancelled. They al-
most did cancel it, but
changed the numbers to
All Patriotic Music – and
it was the most memo-
rable, fitting concert that
I could ever have at-
tended. I will never forget
that concert – It made a
very great impression on
me – and was a perfect
end to a very difficult day
for everyone. I was also
teaching in Long Beach,
California the year that
Robert Kennedy Jr. was
shot and that is still a very
vivid picture in my mind
of the TV coverage of
when he was shot. 

Bettie Kelley
She was teaching in her

second year, full of enthu-
siasm and optimism. The
class was 25 sophomore
English students, lively,
hormonal and much
more interested in next
weekend’s football game
than in the short story by
Ray Bradbury.

The weather had just
started turning cooler in
the suburban Rochester
area. Thanksgiving was
coming soon and there
was a snap in the air. 

Spirits were high.
It was during the third

period class that the mes-
sage came over the loud-
speaker, “President
Kennedy has been shot in
Dallas. His condition is
not known at this time.”
And the loudspeaker
went dead. As did the en-
tire class. Stunned, pale

and totally silent. And not
just the room, the entire
school of 1,500 students
had been struck mute.

The teacher was afraid
of an upheaval – after all,
young people sometimes
reacted violently to
abrupt change. What
should she do? She stood
by her open classroom
door watching other
teachers doing the same.
The young ones and the
seasoned teachers alike
didn’t know what to do.
And still no one talked.

About 15 minutes later
the loudspeaker broke
the silence. “President
Kennedy has died of his
wounds in Dallas. We will
bring further information
as we receive it. In the
meantime, continue with
your classes.”

We teachers knew, even
if the administrators did
not, that regular class-
rooms would not begin to
channel the emotion that
filled the rooms and halls.
By now quite a few young
people were blowing
their noses or openly cry-
ing. The girls spoke of
Caroline and John-John
almost as friends. The
boys stayed brave and
consoled the girls. And
they wanted to go home,
to be with their families,
to assure themselves that
the world was not com-
pletely mad. It took the
administration another
hour filled with frequent
loudspeaker directives to
line up the buses for an
early dismissal and in-
form radio and TV sta-
tions that our school
would join all the rest of
Rochester and area
schools in a 2-day shut-
down which became 3
and then 4 days as we and
the nation gathered

around our televisions in
the biggest outpouring of
national grief since Lin-
coln’s assassination
nearly 100 years before.

The young teacher is
long retired and in her
70s, the children in their
60s. They shared that one
still moment and then
went on with their lives.
Unfortunately those lives
have included Columbine
and Virginia Teach and
the Murrah Federal
Building and the other
horrors that have fol-
lowed. The Kennedy as-
sassination changed all of
us who lived it, stole out
innocence in a national
way, and prepared us to
hear the violence that has
come after.

The young teacher
would never be so young
again. 

Mark Trout
The summer of 1963 ex-

panded my horizons be-
yond by home, church,
and city. My parents
planned our family vaca-
tion to visit Washington,
D.C. Besides the monu-
ments to Jefferson, Lin-
coln and Washington, we
visited the White House.
The tour included all the
regular rooms, but our
tour included the base-
ment! To a nine-year old,
going into the basement
of the White House was
really cool! I saw so many
items in storage since the
death and funeral of
William McKinnley: the
bier that would hold the
casket, the harnesses of
the horses that would
pull it, the saddle that
would hold the empty
boots turned backward in
the stirrups, and even
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 Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations

 for Your Pet

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations

 for Your Pet

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566

 “Tour our unique facility 
 and you be the judge!”

 352-861-4566

 Boarding         Grooming Boarding         Grooming

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com 00

0G
G
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 Kennel
 Pet Sitting

 Kennel
 Grooming
 Pet Sitting

 Look for us
 on Facebook
 Look for us Look for us

 on Facebook on Facebook
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 COMPUTER REPAIR
 COMPUTER 

 PROBLEMS SOLVED
 Your home or business 7 days a 

 week. Microsoft certified engineer. 
 30 years experience.

 • PC Repairs/Upgrades
 • Virus Removal
 • Router/Network Setup
 • New PC Installs

 Se habla español

 Tech Solutions of Ocala
 207-4435

 david@techsolutionsofocala.com

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 RAY RAY RAYCCC
 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 Crayconst.com Crayconst.com Crayconst.com

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE
 SCREEN
 DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING  16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE GARAGE
 SCREEN SCREEN
 DOOR DOOR

 00
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 Garage Screen

 Door Check-Up

 $  79 95

      Call for details.

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

   $ 30

  00
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 5185 A W. Dunnellon Rd.
 Dunnellon

 (352)  489-8040
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 TERMITE & PEST 
 CONTROL

 STAR

 WINTERIZE YOUR LAWN
 Let us spray for insects 
 and strengthen roots,
 so grass comes back 
 strong in the spring!
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 HANDYMAN
 Weekend Warrior

 “Let Me Do All Your Chores”
 • Home Maintenance/

 Repair
 • Lawn & Yard
 • Pressure Washing
 • Painting, Etc.

 Very Dependable, Competent & Affordable
 Excellent, Local References.

 Reclaim Your Free Time!
 Contact  Wayne Green

 at  352-875-6106

 00
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Weekly Activities
 Wednesday Bible Study .  . 7:00 pm

 S ENIOR  P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $ 39 99
 10% OFF  Repairs

 Call for details.   Expires 11/30/2013

• Lanai Enclosures
• Glass Window 

Replacement
• Acrylic Windows
• Screen Room

0
0
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WINDOW INSTALL

352-587-2735

CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL 
CONTRACTOR

 license # 1330701

 71
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger

 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 8:00 am

 Rite II – 10:15 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary
 352-351-9727

 www.ctkaocala.org

 Anglican Church
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 is discovered through      worshiping together
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1
1
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  Jasmine Plaza   •   352-401-0001 Jasmine Plaza  •  352-401-0001
 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476

 www.jandjjewelersocala.com www.jandjjewelersocala.com
 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2

 All repairs done on premises.
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 Wrap   It   Up Early Wrap   It   Up Early

 B UYING  G OLD  A ND  D IAMONDS

 B ATTERIES
 $ 8 00

 + tax

 14-k Gold      Diamonds      Sterling      Fashion  Jewelry 14-k Gold      Diamonds      Sterling      Fashion  Jewelry

 National Cremation Society

 Considering Cremation?
 REGISTER TO WIN A FREE CREMATION PLAN  *

 Come join the National 
 Cremation Society for a

 FREE Meal
 & Informational 
 Seminar
 on the benefits of
 pre-planning your 
 cremation.

 When the time comes wouldn’t 
 you prefer your loved ones 
 celebrate your legacy rather than 
 stress about making arrangements? 
 Give them the relief they’ll need 
 during a tough time.

 We’ll discuss:
 •  Affordable options and savings
 •  Veterans benefits
 •  Worldwide Away-From-Home 

 Protection
 •  And much more...

 RESERVATION REQUIRED
 Limited seating available.

 CALL NOW!

 1-352-319-6816
 First time attendees only please.

 *Free cremation does not include Travel Protection Plan.

 000GOP7

 $200
 Promotional Discount 

 to all Attendees

 Red Lobster
 3393 SW College Rd.
 Tue., Dec. 3, 11:00am

 Horse and Hounds
 6995 US Hwy. 27

 Tue., Dec. 3, 11:00am

 Mimi’s Café
 4414 SW College Rd.
 Wed., Dec. 4, 11:00am

 Oasis Restaurant
 7651 SW Hwy. 200

 Wed., Dec. 4, 3:30pm

 Red’s Restaurant       
 8411 N. SR 200

 Thu., Dec. 5, 10:00am

 Stone Creek Grill
 9676 SW 62nd Loop

 Thu., Dec. 5, 11:00am
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JFK
continued from Page 8

Please see JFK, Page 12

If you like your apple fritter, you can eat your apple fritter

Deadline

is Thursday

for next week’s

material

Out to Pastor

Dr. James Snyder
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K Same Day Service   (most jobs)

 10% Discount to Veterans  l abor & parts excluding batteries

 LOWEST PRICES IN OCALA FREE pickup 
 within 5 miles

 • New Factory Body
 • New DOT tires
 • Fold down tinted
    wind shield
 • Automatic charger
 • Deluxe Lights Includes:

 Headlights, Turn Signals, Horn,
 Brake Lights, Tail Lights, Custom 
 Dash

 • Volt Meter
 • New 10” Mag Wheels
 • Folding Side Mirrors
 • Sunbrella

 2010 Club Car Remanufactured

 Garage Floor Mats
 Protects Against 
 Oil & Battery Acid

  $59

 $ 5,995

 L IMITED
 L IMITED

 OFFER OFFER

 • Floor Mat
 • Custom Seats
 • Pin Striping, Names
 • Speed 22-23 mph
 • Sand Box Cooler, Ball 

 Washer
 • Warranty

 All for Only

 $ 5,995

 8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run
 352-291-7626 •  Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am - 2pm

 OCALA GOLF CART OCALA GOLF CART OCALA GOLF CART

 AUTHORIZED DEALER Trojan/Electro

 2011 EZ GO RXV Have Fun With The Grandkids

 FLIP BACKSEAT $399

 Stop in for a chance to win a free set of batteries.
 Limit one set per customer. Battery options are T-605, T875 or T1275.

 Special promotion ends Nov. 22, 2013, 5pm.

 B UY , S ELL , T RADE , S ERVICE , M AINTENANCE  & M ORE

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classi-

fied reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORSAdvertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the
paper. Deadlines for cancellations are the
same as the deadlines for placing ads,
except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $5.12 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $5.12 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to West Marion Messenger 
office at 8810 SW SR 200, Unit 104, Ocala, FL 34481 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

WMM_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11
For your convenience, mail in with payments to West

Marion Messenger office at 20441 E Pennsylvania Ave,

Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call...

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

GROCERY GIRLS

We Shop at your
Favorite Super Mar-

ket
and Deliver To Your 
Home or Business
We also shop at

Pet Supermarkets,

Having a
Special Event?
Let us help. We

pick up and  deliver
your catering

Call (352) 426-8549
or Fax

(352) 861-1778

STUMP
GRINDING
CALL JIM FOR

FREE ESTIMATES
(800) 478-8679

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

WEST MARION
MESSENGER

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

WE BUY ANTIQUES
& OLD STUFF!

Jim & Sheila Reed
352-873-9910

or  352- 219-4134

Brand New
Queen Size Pillow Top 

Mattress Set $150.
Still in original Plastic.

(352) 484-4772

OAK RUN
Nice 2/2/1.5,

Golf, Pools, Activities,
Pets Considered
(585)610-5257

Just call and see how 
easy it is to make money 

with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100
MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Today’s
New Ads

OAK RUN
Nice 2/2/1.5,

Golf, Pools, Activities,
Pets Considered
(585)610-5257

WE BUY ANTIQUES
& OLD STUFF!

Jim & Sheila Reed
352-873-9910

or  352- 219-4134

SPRING HILL
CLASSES

LAST CLASS
OF 2013

COSMETOLOGY 
December 16TH

DAY & NIGHT 
SCHOOL

FULLTIME & PARTTIME
✂✂  ✂✂  ✂✂  ✂✂  ✂✂

BENE’S
International

School of Beauty
www.benes.edu

(727) 848-8415
(352) 263-2744
STATE APPROVED 
FOR VA TRAINING

On Friday, Nov. 15, there was lots of
activity in Fairfield Village as a
good number of neighbors read-

ied themselves for the community yard
sale on Saturday. The treasures were in
abundance, but the Friday weather was
not all that great. Granted the winds
from Wednesday had died down; but
the rain, though not excessive was con-
stant. Not the best 

One thing, however, was still as at-
tractive as it always is and “this” is the
home of Bart and Judy Rich that was
chosen as Home of the Month for No-
vember by community manager Rachel
Muse. Bart is our HOA president and
Judy is one of those multi-talented peo-
ple who always has a “project” in the
works. Congratulations to Bart and Judy
for being chosen for kudos.

“That” is a big Happy Birthday to one
of our favorite people, Bob Roberts,
who celebrated his birthday on Nov. 14
(and again with a surprise party) on
Nov. 16. The fun-loving Bob is 95 years
old, but you would never suspect if you
did not know. Family came in to sur-
prise him on Wednesday, his actual
birthday, and then doubly surprised
him with a community gathering on Sat-
urday, Nov. 16 in the Fairfield Club-

house. There will be photos and more
about this event in next week’s column.

The “other” is that the community
wide yard sale will be pared down to 1
or 2 homes this coming weekend (Nov.
23) as several friends are going to com-
bine some things that did not make it
into the sale on the 16th. Come back to
our community and get the first look at
the new treasures up for sale in that
combined event. These are not “left-
overs”—these are some items that, be-
cause of weather or prior commitments,
neighbors were not able to get ready by
the day of the big sale.

I remind the West Marion community
that Fairfield Village is a “lively place
filled with lovely people” who love a
good birthday party, a good bargain, and
a good time seeing and chatting with
people from other neighborhoods/

Lots of activity in Fairfield Village

Fairfield Village

Priscilla Barnett

Judy Rich's snowman
collection was a signifi-
cant part of FFV's com-

munity yard sale. At
right, Judy stands by the
Home of the Month sign

(her,husband, Bart, was
not available for the
photo) outside their

lovely home chosen for
November by Rachel
Muse, sFFV manager.

November 13th was an interna-
tionally recognized day. It was
World Kindness Day. It is

strange that we need an international
day to be kind when each day should be
a kindness day, but then we have dates
for so many things.

There is a Random Acts of Kindness
Foundation that gives suggestions on
how to be kind. Have you ever been the
recipient of a random act of kindness? I
have and it is so special. One day, my
husband and I were crossing a toll
bridge and when we came up to pay the
toll we were told that it had been paid.
So, we passed it on and paid the next
person’s toll. Unexpected kindnesses
are always wonderful.

Here at Stone Creek acts of kindness
abound. They may not be random but
they are happening all the time. My sis-
ter, Terry Quinn, is always making her
chicken soup for those who are ill. We
call on neighbors to see how they are or
just call them to tell them we are think-

ing of them.
The holiday season is upon us and

many Stone Creek charter clubs are be-
ginning their acts of kindness. The Book
Club is purchasing children’s books for
gift baskets to be given to Alpha House.
The Garden Club, for the fifth year, is
hosting a “Be a Santa to a Senior” tree
with 150 ornaments. These gifts will be
given to three nursing homes. It is Sen-
iors helping Seniors. The Veterans Club
will have its boxes out to collect toys for
disadvantaged children. The Vets re-
cently collected their fourth food dona-
tion of the year for Interfaith. On
Veterans Day they raised $2300 in a
silent auction. All of the proceeds will
go toward Veteran charities. Many indi-
vidual residents give of their time vol-

unteering at a host of agencies. While
these are not random acts of kindness,
they are kindnesses.

The Stone Creek Stitchers made
quilted blankets and lap afghans for the
“Be a Santa to a Senior” program. The
Stone Creek Knitting and Crochet
group made baby blankets for Alpha
House.

There are many quotes on kindness
but here are a few of my favorites. “Be

kind whenever possible. It is always
possible.” by ~Tenzin Gyatso, 14th
Dalai Lama. “ Kindness is the language
which the deaf can hear and the blind
can see.” by ~Mark Twain. “ Kindness,
like a boomerang, always returns.”
~Author Unknown. 

Do a random act of kindness and don’t
wait for a specific date to do it. It will
make you feel better and who knows
maybe you will also receive one. 

Kindness Day
Stone Creek

Patricia Gizzi
Items

from the
Stone
Creek

Stitchers.



swords and other items
used for those who would
stand guard over anyone
who would lie in state in
the capitol rotunda. See-
ing Friendship 7 and the
Wright Brothers’ airplane
in the Smithsonian could-
n’t eclipse the journey
through the basement of
the White House! 

Every child remembers
certain birthdays. I
looked forward to mine –
I was turning 10. My trip
to Washington was a
memory, but extremely

helpful in the study of
U.S. History in the fifth
grade. The last thing I ex-
pected on my birthday
was to have the an-
nouncement of the Presi-
dent being shot in Dallas
that afternoon. How
could this happen, and on
my birthday? I remem-
bered standing one early
evening watching his mo-
torcade passing down
West Broad Street in
Columbus when he was
President-elect Kennedy
in January, 1961. That
memory would be in-
grained for he was the
first President I had ever
seen. How could he be
dead?

The birthday celebra-
tion that evening was
weird. Family members
came into the house,
handed me a present,
gave me hugs and kisses,
and then went right into
the family room to join
those who were watching
television. I sat amid my
presents alone, everyone
in shock and quiet con-
versation about the
events of the day. I
opened the gifts without
fanfare, and soon joined
the rest of the family
watching TV. 

That weekend brought
more history to life.
While the family once
again gathered to watch
the funeral events on our
television, I told my fam-
ily about the cassion, the
horses, their harnesses,
and the rider-less horse.
It wasn’t long until Walter
Cronkite began a similar
and no more detailed ex-
planation than the one I
gave my family. They
asked where I had
learned about all that
stuff, and I reminded
them of our White House
tour. We mourned and ex-

perienced the same heav-
iness and sorrow that
many other people felt in
our nation and around
the world as our Presi-
dent was taken to Arling-
ton National Cemetery
for his final rest.

A few weeks later I
went to the Franklin
County Court House
where my Dad worked in
the County Treasurer’s
office. His boss, Newton
Thatcher, presented me
with a special gift. He
gave me a coin depicting
the likeness of President
Kennedy. He understood
that my birthday had
been less than happy and
felt that I deserved one of
the new coins. 

I’ve never celebrated a
birthday without the
memory of an assassina-
tion of a President. I’ve
added a half dollar to my
collection each year. I
still have “My Weekly
Reader”, “Life” and
“Look” magazines, and
the Columbus Dispatch
newspapers from that day
and memorable week.
Today I celebrate another
birthday and remember. 
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 VILLAGES
 COMPUTER & REPAIR

 • Computer Repair • Custom  Building • Computer Classes  • Free Diagnostics 
  • Data Recovery • Networking In Store Service or at Your Location

 FREE Service Calls
 to your house or business  with this ad

 7256 SW 62nd Ave., Suite 5, Ocala, FL 34476
 email: villagescomputer@yahoo.com

 Next to the neighborhood Storage on SR200 across from the Jasmine Plaza

 (352) 237-4852
 (MOBILE) 352-426-1639

Editor’s note:The South Marion Citi-
zen and West Marion Messenger invited
readers to share their memories of the
assassination of President John F.
Kennedy 50 years ago. One account is
printed here, the others are on Page 8.

Patty Waddell
I was 10 years old, a fifth grader in

Fort Worth, Texas. President and Mrs.
Kennedy flew into Fort Worth the day
before and spent the night at the Texas
Hotel downtown. There was to be a
breakfast with the Chamber of Com-
merce there that morning, and it was
understood that he would address
whatever crowd might gather outside
first. My mother took my sister and
brother and me to the hotel early on the
22nd. It was a drizzly morning, and I re-
call that though it was not too pleasant
waiting outside in the rain, I was ex-
cited. We had been studying our gov-
ernment in social studies, and I was
eager to see in person our President
and also Vice President Johnson and
Texas Governor Connolly. But to be hon-
est, my biggest wish was to see Jackie
Kennedy. 

There was quite a crowd that gath-
ered, and I don’t recall if it was because

we had gotten there very early, or if it
was because the crowd was generous,
but the three of us kids ended up front
so we could see. Soon the three VIPs
came outside, along with a lot of other
people - but alas, not Jackie. The one
thing I remember about his speech that
morning was that he said something to
the effect that Mrs. Kennedy was still
getting ready; and she took longer but
she always looked better than he did. 

Following his speech, he came down
to the crowd and straight to where we
were standing. He shook my hand, and
asked me why I wasn’t in school. I made
sure he knew the school had given me
permission to be there. He spoke to us
for a bit longer, and I recall thinking
that it felt like we were the only people
there. By that, I mean he gave us his full
attention for that couple of minutes.
When he moved on to others in the
crowd, Vice President Johnson and
Governor Connolly, who had followed
behind him, also shook my hand, but
they didn’t speak. 

Later that day at school, we were in
the classroom after lunch. Our teacher
had us open our books to read silently,
and she went out into the hall. This
seemed very odd to all of us, and soon

we realized many of the teachers were
in the hall. We felt something was up,
but had no idea what it could be. After
a bit, the teacher came back into the
room and called for me to come out.
When I got to the hall, she told me the
principal wanted to see me. Well, now I
was panicked. I could not think of any-
thing I had done to get sent to the prin-
cipal’s office; but, I figured it had to be
something bad - and that must be what
all the teachers were talking about in
the hall.

Once there, the principal, Miss
Walker, put me at ease. She knew I had
gone to hear the President speak that
morning, and she wanted to know what
I saw, heard and felt. After I told her my
story, she gently told me that he had
been assassinated. I felt like I had been
kicked in the gut. I couldn’t believe it.
After all, I had just seen him alive and
well. After we talked through it, she told
me school was being dismissed early,
and we all went home. I spent the next
few days glued to the television along
with my family like the rest of America. 

That may be more information that
you wanted to know, but once I started
typing, it just all kind of comes back. 

Wow - it is 50 years later and the mem-

ories are still so vivid. I now live in Oak
Run with my husband, Jim. 

FYI - his birthday is November 22nd.
Hmmm.. wonder if that is supposed to
mean anything…

FILE PHOTO

President and Mrs. Kennedy as they ar-
rived in Dallas on Nov.22, 1963.

On Nov. 22, 1963, this reader spoke to President Kennedy 

Marion students honor veterans

PHOTOS BY JIM CLARK

About 2,000 Marion County public school students gathered at Veterans Memorial Park on Nov. 11 for the annual cer-
emonies. Above, the A Cappella Ensemble from West Port High School was one of the groups singing for the crowd,
above, doing the National Anthem. Below, part of the crowd at the event.

Even though it’s not Thanksgiving yet,
the city of Ocala is ready to show off its
decorations on the newly renovated
Square.

The annual Light Up Ocala will take
place Saturday, Nov. 23, from 4 to 9:30
p.m. The public is invited.

Light Up Ocala
set for Saturday

The lead suspect in a Marion County
bank robbery case has been arrested in
Hillsborough County

Renita Mount Rayner of St. Peters-
burg is suspected of being the person
who, just before
1 p.m., on Tues-
day, Nov.12,
walked into the
Alarion Bank at
7605 S.W. State
Road 200 in
Ocala.

A security
camera caught
Rayner wearing
a brown wig and
a solid blue dress. Witnesses say Rayner
showed a bank teller a note and allowed
the teller to see the handle of a hand-
gun. Rayner got away with an undeter-
mined amount of cash.

There is a Marion County felony war-
rant issued for the arrest of Rayner. As
of Monday morning, she had not been
booked into the Marion County jail. 

Robbery
suspect
arrested

Rayner

JFK
continued from Page 10

Saturday, Nov. 23
African Violet Club to meet

African Violet Club of Ocala will meet on Saturday,
Nov. 23 at 10:30 a.m. at the Marion County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice Brian Litz Sheriff ’s Substation, 9048 S.W. State
Road 200, Ocala.

Sunday, Nov. 24
Barbershoppers to sing 

The Big Sun Barbershop Chorus Show is set for
Sunday, Nov 24, at 3 p.m. at Ocala West United
Methodist Church.

For tickets call 352-804-7464 or order online at big-
sunchorus.groupanizer.com

The church is at 9330 S.W. 105th St. Ocala 

Clock collectors offer items and assessments

If you have ever wondered what that old Grandfa-
ther’s clock that Aunt Millie owned is worth, mark
your calendar and set your watch for Sunday, Nov. 24,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The National Association of Watch and Clock Col-
lectors, Chapter 156, are hosting their annual Fall
Super Meeting Nov. 24 at the VFW Post 4781.

The event offers indoor mart tables for $5. A silent
auction featuring a variety of horological items will be
held. In addition many collectors will offer parts,
clocks and watches for sale during the event. 

Clock and watch assessment will also be offered.
Questions pertaining to clocks and watches will be an-
swered during the event.
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