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BY SPENCER L. REEDER
Special to the Messenger

Choral students from West Port High
School will be attending the Stetson Uni-
versity Choral Festival, a two-day festival
that promotes “healthy singing, spirited
rehearsals, and outstanding perform-
ances” for top high school singers. 

Nancy Atkinson, music instructor at
Marion County Center for the Arts at West
Port, said the festival is “a great opportu-
nity for high school singers to participate
with other serious young singers in a set-
ting much like what they would experi-
ence should they attend a fine music
school after graduation.

“The event, which takes place Oct. 5-6,

will be the fifth consecutive time Atkin-
son has taken West Port students.

This year the representatives from West
Port High School include Brandon Allen,
Krista Alvarado, Michael Arvay, Emily
Bullard, Ronte Hardy, Savannah Hirst, Jo-
hanna Ingram, Alura Law, Josh Matthews,
Ariana Santos, Alex Slay, and Marcus
Stadlmueller

These and other select students from all
over Central Florida together form a
choir that will perform at the university.
Students are given the opportunity not
only to perform in front of a distinct audi-
ence but also to work with Stetson Direc-
tor of Choral Activities Dr. Timothy Peter
and Associate Director Dr. Andrew Lar-
son. 

Both professionals have participated in
concerts worldwide, from the United
Kingdom to South Africa.

In addition, top students from the high
school choir will be chosen to participate
in a private vocal coaching with one of the
Stetson faculty members.

This year, the festival’s choir repertoire
will include “The Ground,” “The May
Night” and “My Good Lord’s Done Been
Here.” 

There will also be opportunities for
both an all-male and all-female choral
piece. 

Students will have intense, all-day re-
hearsals but will be able to take breaks to
also enjoy the Stetson University campus.

“Stetson is extremely friendly. The

music program is quite rigorous and our
students not only perform at an outstand-
ing level, they observe what top quality
musicians are capable of at the university
level,” Atkinson said. 

She added that many students choose to
attend Stetson after high school because
of their experiences at this workshop. 

For information, contact Nancy Atkin-
son at nancy.atkinson@marion.k12.fl.us or
visit the Stetson Choral Festival’s website
at http://www.stetson.edu/music/concert-
choir/choralfestival.php.

“We are very fortunate to have the out-
standing music program Stetson Univer-
sity’s School of Music provides our
community and the state,” Atkinson said. 

WPHS choral students to perform at Stetson

Honored at Fairfield
At one of FFV's "Sock Hops," Don and Carol Ouellette in the right corner join with others and thoroughly enjoy a night of
music, dancing, and laughing with many of the fun-loving neighbors in the Fairfield Village Clubhouse. Don is the subject of
part of the Fairfield Village column on Page 2.

Second of a series of stories based on
candidates’ appearance at a forum at the
main library recently.

BY JIM CLARK
Editor

Candidates for sheriff spoke to the au-
dience at a recent forum.

Going first was Dan Kuhn, currently
serving as undersheriff. He recently won
the Republican primary.

He is a former prosecutor and is a
sworn officer who, as he said, has had “an
opportunity to study at the highest level.”

He was asked about the budget, and
said he has the experience of discussions
with the County Commission. 

Kuhn said the Sheriff ’s Office “has
been streamlining,” and said there were
no layoffs, but the workforce was cut by at-
trition.

He said that to help with the budget a
chief of staff position was eliminated, but
to keep deputies they added two “line-
level” deputies when a captain retired.

The next question concerned privatiza-
tion, and said that “there are certain
things that don’t lend themselves” to out-
sourcing. He added that “you have to
make sure whoever you outsource to has
the same priorities.

Candidates
for sheriff
visit forum

Please see SHERIFF, Page 10

Once again the most popular stars are
bringing their special brand of music to
Silver Springs as the park announces its
early bookings for the 2013 Concert Se-
ries. 

While the park is just beginning to book
for the 2013 concert season, the acts al-
ready on the bill include Classic Rocker
Joan Jett, and country music favorites
Easton Corbin, Josh Turner, and Jamey
Johnson. 

The 2013 concert lineup is very exciting

Silver Springs beginning
to release concert details

Please see CONCERTS, Page 10

A look at Florida’s proposed constitutional amendments

Summary of Amendment (from
Division of Elections site):

Proposing an amendment to
the State Constitution to pro-
hibit laws or rules from com-
pelling any person or
employer to purchase, obtain,
or otherwise provide for
health care coverage; permit a
person or an employer to pur-
chase lawful health care serv-
ices directly from a health care
provider; permit a health care
provider to accept direct pay-
ment from a person or an em-
ployer for lawful health care
services; exempt persons, em-
ployers, and health care
providers from penalties and
taxes for paying directly or ac-
cepting direct payment for
lawful health care services;
and prohibit laws or rules
from abolishing the private
market for health care cover-

age of any lawful health care
service. Specifies that the
amendment does not affect
which health care services a

Title on ballot: Health Care
Services
Sponsor/Originator: Florida
Legislature
What it would do: This would
add an amendment to the state
constitution that attempts to
prohibit the government from
requiring individuals to pur-
chase health insurance.
If You Vote Yes: A “yes” vote
means you want the Florida
Constitution to include a provi-
sion that prohibits the govern-
ment from requiring you to
purchase health insurance.
If You Vote No: A “no” vote
means you do not want the
Florida Constitution to include
a provision that prohibits the
government from requiring you
to purchase health insurance.

Title on Ballot: Veterans Dis-
abled Due To Combat Injury;
Homestead Property Tax Dis-
count
Sponsor/Originator: Florida
Legislature
What it would do: This
amendment would allow cer-
tain disabled veterans, who
were not Florida residents prior
to entering military service, to
qualify for a discount on their
property taxes.
If You Vote Yes: A “yes” vote
means you want the state to
give a property tax discount to
disabled veterans who moved
to Florida after entering the mil-
itary.
If You Vote No: A “no” vote
means you do not want to ex-
tend the tax discount to dis-
abled veterans who moved to
Florida after entering the mili-
tary.

Amendment 1

See AMENDMENT 1, Page 3

Summary of Amendment (from
Division of Elections site):

Proposing an amendment to
Section 6 of Article VII and the
creation of Section 32 of Arti-
cle XII of the State Constitu-
tion to expand the availability
of the property discount on the
homesteads of veterans who
became disabled as the result
of a combat injury to include
those who were not Florida
residents when they entered
the military and schedule the
amendment to take effect Jan-
uary 1, 2013.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this amend-

ment will benefit older veter-
ans who were injured in
combat but did not live in
Florida at the time they en-
tered the military. They say
the property tax discount can

help with medical bills and

Amendment 2

See AMENDMENT 2, Page 3



Interfaith Alliance
The Interfaith Alliance of Marion County announces

that it is sponsoring a community conversation on the
“value of differences” – religious, ethnic and cultural -
at the First Congregational United Church of Christ on
Monday, Oct. 8, at 7 p.m. The church is at 7171 State Road
200.

“Marion County represents a one percent microcosm
of our country’s population with its citizenry reflecting
not only the ethnic complexion of the old South but also
the diversity introduced by streams of new residents of
European, Caribbean, Latin American, African and
Asian background . They include Muslims, Hindus, Bud-
dhists and Baha’i among others who are so enriching our
civic life. While The Interfaith Alliance strongly supports
first amendment rights of religious freedom and ex-
pression for all , we also wish to address the distinction
between mere tolerance of differences and the progres-
sive strengthening and acceptance of the rights of all seg-
ments of our society during the history of our young
nation,” according to Rev. Dr. Harold McSwain, Jr, pastor
of the host church who will moderate.

Panel participants include the Rev. Edward Bland,

pastor of the Greater Hopewell Missionary Baptist
Church; Larry Collins, member of the Islamic Center of
Ocala and vice president of The Interfaith Alliance;
Judge Sandra Edwards-Stephens of the Fifth Circuit
Court; Barbara Fitos, executive director of The Commu-
nity Foundation; Rabbi Ze’ev Harari of Temple Beth
Shalom; and Rev. Peggy Hostetler, pastor of the Oak-
brook Center for Spiritual Living.

The event is free and open to the public with a recep-
tion to follow in the adjacent community center.

For further information please visit http://TIAMarion-
County.org , email info@TIAMarionCounty.org or tele-
phone 352-873-9970.

Mishkan Congregation celebrates Holy Days 5773
Special services are held for many upcoming holy

days, those services include: 
Sukkot Feast of Tabernacles, Oct. 6, 11:30 a.m.
Simchat Torah  Joy of God’s Word, Oct. 13, 11:30 a.m. 
Thanksgiving celebration of all people Nov. 17, 11:30

a.m. 
Chanukah Celebration Dec. 8, 11:30 a.m. 
Tu-Be-Sheve New Year of the Trees, Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m.
Fasting with Esther Feb. 21 – 23, Break-the-fast at

Oneg, after 11:30 a.m  service. Fast only if you are able.
Purim Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m. everyone wear a costume.

Young people wear a character from the book of Esther.

Pesach, Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, search
for chametz after nightfall March 24. Passover cele-
brated Monday, March 25.

Shavuot Feast of Weeks, May 11, 11:30 a.m. 
Yom HaBikkurim, First Fruits, Harvest of Barley in Is-

rael. Yeshua was resurrected on that day. He is the first
fruits of the resurrection. 

The Mishkan Congregation meets at 6675 SE Mari-
camp Rd, Ocala, 352-687-4434.
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 Internal Medicine Associates Of Ocala
 Board Certifications in Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

 000CS7T

 Sharon Marques 
 M.D.

 Thomas Mohan 
 ARNP

 K.N. Reddy
 M.D.

 Connie L. Hartley 
 ARNP

 Herma Baker 
 FNP-BC

 OFFICE LOCATIONS:
 4840 S U.S. Hwy. 41, Dunnellon  (352) 489-5152
 1623 SW 1St Ave., Ocala  (352) 732-9844
 9401 SW Hwy. 200, Bldg. 500 Ste. 501 & 502, Ocala  (352) 854-9991

 Ask About 
 Weight Loss 
 Programs!!

 • High Blood Pressure  • Diabetes
 • Weight Loss  • Women’s Health
 • All Arthritic Problems  • Heart Disease
 • Lung Problems  • Complete Physicals

 Call For An Appt. Today!
 352-414-5312

 ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
 Free 

 Screenings!

 Inside Walmart
 Hwy. 200 & Corner 484, Ocala

 352-291-1467

 Inside Sears
 (Paddock Mall)

 352-237-1655

 Inside Crystal River Mall
 (Across from K-Mart)

 352-795-1484

 WALK-INS WALK-INS
 WELCOME! WELCOME!

 MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-5PM

 352-291-1467  Provider for most insurance companies

 Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost
 of 2 Miracle Ear digital hearing aids.

 If you have Federal Government Insurance with enrollment code #104, #105, #111, or #112, 
 

 
you are covered for hearing aids with no out of pocket expenses. 3 yr. warranty.

 If you have a basic plan, we have factory pricing for non-qualifiers.

 FREE HEARING AIDS
 Miracle Ear Hearing Aid Center

 is NOW Offering
 HEARING AIDS AT NO COST TO 

 
 

FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES!
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 CANADIAN     MEDS  00
0C
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 7380 SW 60th Ave., Ste #1, Ocala  237-0021

 Locally Owned and Operated

 NEW CUSTOMERS PRESENT THIS AD AND GET $10 OFF!
   WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.A. – Call for a FREE quote today
 WE MATCH COMPETITOR PRICES

 S ave up to 80% on prescription drugs
 Viagra • Advair • Plavix • Celebrex • Cymbalta • Cialis

 Many other drugs available

 YOU TRIED THE REST,  NOW TRY THE BEST!

 Former Owners of Spiced Apple in Fort Lauderdale

 O PEN  7 D AYS   A  W EEK
 Mon. thru Thur. 6 am - 8 pm Fri. & Sat. 6 am - 9 pm – Sun. 7 am - 3 pm
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 DEBIT
 CARDS

 Catering Available

 7947 Highway 40 West • 237-1250 N.W. 80th Ave

 N.W. 60th Ave
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 Breakfast Served 6am - 4pm Mon.-Sat. 
 7am - 3pm Sun.

 S LOW    ROASTED

 P RIME  R IB   FOR  T WO
 2 - 10oz. Cuts

 Veggies, Salad or Soup, Cornbread

 $ 24.95
 Sunday:  Best Breakfast & Lunch in Town

 P RIME  R IB
 Our Specialty 

 Served Every Day & Night
 4 Cuts:

 English Cut, Ma, Pa & Grandpa

 Slow 
 Roasted

 M ON .-S UN . 11-C LOSE

 Expires 
 10/13/12

 NEW

 Crossroads Crossroads
 Country Kitchen Country Kitchen

  You love it on Friday, so we added Tuesday
 Popular 
 Demand

 A LL  Y OU  C ARE   TO  E AT

 W HITEFISH  – C ATFISH
 11 am 

 to close
 Dine-in only

 NEW

 D OWN  H OME  C OUNTRY  B REAKFAST
 F ROM  3 E GG  S PECIALTY  O MELETTES  

 TO  D ELICIOUS  P ANCAKES  
 AND  B ELGIAN  W AFFLES
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Z 8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run

352-291-7626 • Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am - 2pm

Stop and visit us before you buy!  
We Guarantee Lowest Prices in Ocala!

Service Loaner Available. Please Just Ask
10% Discount to Veterans labor & parts

FREE pickup 
within 5 miles

8-V
T875

only
$619

6-V
P2000

only
$459

12-V
T1275

only
$619

6-V
T605

only
$509

New D & D
High-Speed

Motor
$499

Rebuilt High-Speed 
Motor $399

2012 Club Car
Precedent Gold 
Standard
• New Factory Body                                          
• All lights & turn signals                                 
• New 8 volt batteries
• New DOT tires                                                
• Fold down wind shield
• Rear view mirrors
• Automatic charger

$4,995
2009 Club Car Precedent

• New Factory Body   
• All lights & turn 

signals   
• New 8 volt batteries

• New DOT tires   
• Fold down wind 

shield
• Rear view mirrors

• Automatic charger
• One year warranty

$4,292
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When I was deciding
what might be an
appropriate sub-

ject for this week’s article, I
considered several differ-
ent topics. Saturday, Sept.
22 was the date for the Au-
tumnal Equinox—so that
was a possibility. 

What should I tell you?
The fact is that at 10:49
a.m., the end of summer
gave way to the beginning
of fall. All across the world
(except at the North and
South Poles) there was just
slightly over 12 hours of
daylight due to the fact that
the Earth’s axis at that time
is tilted neither toward nor
away from the sun making
the sun be directly over-
head at the Equator. Since
we are not at the Equator,
that might not be very rele-
vant, but it is interesting
that on that day the sun
rises Due East and sets
Due West. Some science
trivia.

Maybe there is some-
thing else that most of us
would notice today. I was
trying to make my way into
a local store, and I had to
fight my way through a
“swarm” of love bugs.

What is really important? Here is a good answer
Those pesky insects make
my skin crawl and my car
scream for a good carwash.
What can I find out about
the infestations each year?
Ok…another possibility.

The love bugs generally
appear in Central Florida
for about 2 to 3 weeks in
April/May and again in Au-
gust/September. They are a
species of black flies with a
red thorax and they make
quite a nuisance of them-
selves during their visits.
Contrary to an urban leg-
end, they are not an unfor-
tunate consequence of an
experiment at the Univer-
sity of Florida that was pur-
ported to have been to try
to control mosquitoes.
Good story; but not true.

Since neither of these
topics seemed to be of any
significant interest to most
people, I began thinking
about what is really worth-
while in our day to day life
in a community like Fair-
field Village. Not every
week has a social function
that would cause us to
gather, but we do visit and
stop to converse with each
other as we walk around
our community or as we
see each other outside
more often now with the
more temperate weather.
Friendship…that is what is
important. That makes a
difference in our lives.

On that note, several
names immediately
popped into my head as
very special people here in
our community. One name
in particular stands out as
someone that almost
everyone in Fairfield Vil-
lage knows, respects, and
values as a special friend.
That is Don Ouellette.

Always the active partic-
ipant in community affairs,
a long-time HOA board
member, a special repre-
sentative to the FMO of
Florida (Federation of
Manufactured Home Own-
ers), a wonderful conversa-
tionalist, terrific dancer,
and devoted husband to his
wife, Carol, and loving fa-
ther to 7 daughters, Don is
one of those special people
who never is at a loss for
words. He is one of the
most genuinely polite and
caring people I have ever
known. One thing that
characterizes Don is his
broad sunny smile and
quick wit.

Unfortunately, Don has
been fighting serious ill-
ness for some time now, but
he does not let that change
his love of life and joy in
even the smallest things. I
visited with Don recently
and had the opportunity to
tell him how much I value
him as a community leader
and even more as a friend. 

As we talked, he said, “I
love people and love being
able to do things to make
life better in any way that I
can.” I assured him that
everyone who knows him
can see and appreciate his

contributions and his opti-
mism. He continued, “I
have so many good friends
in Fairfield Village, and I
intend to be a part of as
many good times as I can. I
won’t give up. I have faith. I
love life…it is a beautiful
thing.” All this was said
with that broad, handsome
smile that is Don’s trade-
mark.

That smile, those twin-
kling almost mischievous
eyes, his love of life, his de-
sire to help others and to
be a vital part of the com-
munity, his devotion to his
family and friends…all
these things embodied in
one person made me real-
ize even more what is re-
ally important in life. 

The answer is repre-
sented by “The 3 F’s.”
Faith—-Family—-Friends. 

What more could we ask
for? That is what makes
life worthwhile, and it is
what keeps us going in the
good times and in the “not
so good” times that come to
all of us.

I appreciate the friend-
ship of Don Ouellette and
many other good people
who live in our community.
It is not a perfect place; but
when one looks at the rest
of the world, it is easy to
see that we are blessed in
our neighborhood known
as Fairfield Village be-
cause it really is …”a lively
place filled with lovely and
valued friends.” 

Priscilla
Geissal

FAIRFIELD
V I L LA GE

Don and his lovely wife Carol at one of FFV's Hawaiian
parties as they pose with Fairfield Village's painted
horse.

Religion

The state of Florida was
selected as the “Most Out-

standing State” in the Air
Force Association at the

national convention in
Washington, D.C. Florida

has 14 chapters with over
9,100 members statewide.

The local chapter is the
Red Tail Memorial Chapter

136. Shown from the left
are S. Sanford Schlitt (AFA

chairman of the board),
Mike Emig of Ocala (AFA
Florida state and region

president) and Justin
Faiferlick (AFA vice chair-

man of the board for field
operations). Florida was

selected for its strong
commitment to veteran is-

sues, supporting active
duty national guard and

reserves and its strong
support of STEM in our

schools and the Civil Air
Patrol. For more informa-

tion about the Air Force
Association call Mike Emig

352-854-8328. 

Air Force
Association

honored

Furniture collection
Marion County Solid

Waste’s monthly furniture
collection events are held
at varying recycling centers
throughout the county to
provide more convenient
locations for citizens to
bring their old furniture.
Solid Waste then transports
the furniture to the landfill. 

October and November
furniture collection event
closest to our area is as fol-
lows:

Oct. 13, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Orange Lake Recycling
Center, 18920 N.W. 53rd
Court Road, Orange Lake.                             

Nov. 10, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Wright Road Recycling
Center, 11190 N.W. 90th
Ave., Reddick. 



may allow veterans to stay
in their homes longer as
they age. It might also stim-
ulate the housing market
by persuading veterans to
move to Florida.

Arguments against:
Opponents say state and

local governments face
mounting budget shortfalls
in part because of dimin-
ished property tax returns
brought about by the col-
lapse of the housing mar-
ket. Schools and local
governments need to main-
tain the tax base or con-
sider cuts to public
services.

Should disabled veterans
who move to Florida get a 
property tax discount?

Amendment 2 relaxes
the eligibility require-
ments for an existing prop-
erty tax discount offered to
disabled veterans. Cur-
rently, disabled veterans
who meet the following
four requirements are eli-
gible for a property tax dis-
count commensurate with
the degree of their disabil-
ity: 1) current Florida resi-
dent; 2) 65 or older; 3)
disabled in combat; 4)
Florida resident when they
entered the military. If
passed, Amendment 2
would eliminate that
fourth eligibility require-
ment.

As an example of how
the current disability dis-
count works, a veteran eli-
gible for the discount with
a 50 percent disability can
claim 50 percent off the as-
sessed value of his home.
Roughly 1,200 veterans re-
ceived that discount in
2010, allowing them to sub-
tract, on average, $24,000
from their home’s value
before property taxes were
calculated.

This proposed amend-
ment would give that same
tax break to veterans, age
65 and older, who were dis-
abled in combat but living
in another state when they
entered the military so
long as they now claim
Florida residency. It is dif-
ficult to estimate how
many disabled veterans
would qualify for the dis-
count under the relaxed
standards, but the state es-
timates that the tax rev-
enues school districts and
local governments would
lose if Amendment 2
passes is roughly $15 mil-
lion combined over the
first three years.

State lawmakers say the
cost is worth it. “This bill
provides relief to our
state’s aging combat-in-
jured veterans,” state Sen.
Mike Bennett, R-Braden-
ton, said in a press release.
“Our older veterans made
great sacrifices for our
country, although many did
not live in the Sunshine
State at the time they en-
tered the military. As they
age and struggle with serv-
ice-related disabilities, this
bill will help alleviate their
financial challenges.”

The measure won unani-
mous approval in the state
Senate and House. There
is no known organized op-
position to the proposed
amendment. As with all
proposed amendments,
passage requires the ap-
proval by 60 percent or

more of the voters. If
passed, Amendment 2 goes
into effect on Jan. 1, 2013.

Current Law
Florida has a long his-

tory of offering property
tax breaks to its permanent
residents. One of those tax
breaks allows a home-
owner to claim a $50,000
tax exemption on their pri-
mary residence, what is
commonly known as a
homesteaded property.
That amount is subtracted
from the assessed value of
the home before property
taxes are calculated,
thereby reducing the tax
bill. This form of tax relief
is reserved for primary
residences, meaning the
owner must live in the
home the majority of the
year and not claim any
other residence as a pri-
mary residence.

Additionally, the state of-
fers several property tax
breaks to military veterans
disabled while in the serv-
ice:

Veterans of any age with
at least a 10 percent dis-
ability incurred while in
active military service (no
matter where they lived
when they entered the mil-
itary) can deduct $5,000
from the value of their
property before taxes are
calculated (in addition to
the $50,000 exemption of-
fered to all owners of
homesteaded property).

health care provider is re-
quired to perform or pro-
vide; affect which health
care services are permit-
ted by law; prohibit care
provided pursuant to gen-
eral law relating to work-
ers’ compensation; affect
laws or rules in effect as of
March 1, 2010; affect the
terms or conditions of any
health care system to the
extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the
effect of punishing a per-
son or an employer for pay-
ing directly for lawful
health care services or a
health care provider for
accepting direct payment
from a person or an em-
ployer for lawful health
care services; or affect any
general law passed by two-
thirds vote of the member-
ship of each house of the
Legislature, passed after
the effective date of the
amendment, provided
such law states with speci-
ficity the public necessity
justifying the exceptions
from the provisions of the
amendment. The amend-
ment expressly provides
that it may not be con-
strued to prohibit negoti-
ated provisions in
insurance contracts, net-
work agreements, or other
provider agreements con-
tractually limiting copay-
ments, coinsurance,
deductibles, or other pa-
tient charges.

Arguments for: 
Supporters of this pro-

posed amendment say the
federal government cannot
force people to purchase
health insurance, and this
amendment is an attempt
to protect Floridians from
that requirement in the
federal health care act
passed in 2010. They say
voting for this measure
would send a message that
Congress overstepped its

authority.

Arguments against: 
Opponents say that de-

spite its stated intention,
this proposed amendment
will not allow Floridians to
opt out of the requirement
that all Americans pur-
chase health insurance.
The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled on June 28, 2012, that
the federal requirement to
purchase insurance is con-
stitutional.

Should the state attempt to
ban governments from 
requiring the purchase 
of health insurance?

Amendment 1 is an at-
tempt to exempt Floridi-
ans from a provision in the
federal health care law
known as the “individual
mandate,” which requires
all Americans to have
health insurance by 2014
or face financial penalties.

The proposal also at-
tempts to exempt employ-
ers and health care
providers from penalties
or taxes that the govern-
ment might impose for fail-
ing to pay for health
insurance. In part, the pro-
posal reads, “Proposing an
amendment to the State
Constitution to prohibit
laws or rules from com-
pelling any person or em-
ployer to purchase, obtain,
or otherwise provide for
health care coverage.”

The amendment’s sup-
porters say the individual
mandate is an overreach of
federal authority. “This
proposed constitutional
amendment is about an in-
dividual’s right to make his
own health care decisions
without interference from
the federal government,”
former state Senate Presi-
dent Mike Haridopolos, R-
Merritt Island, told The
New American in January

2011. “It also sends a mes-
sage to Washington D.C.
that its one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to health care does-
n’t work.” Opponents say
the proposed amendment
is more about politics than
law. 

If Amendment 1 were to
pass, its legal standing and
significance remain ques-
tionable. Legal scholars
mostly agree that the fate
of the individual mandate
rests not with the states but
with the U.S. Supreme
Court, which ruled in June
2012 that the individual
mandate is constitutional.
Now that the nation’s high-
est court has ruled, the
passage or defeat of
Amendment 1 has no prac-
tical implications other
than to send a message that
a majority of Florida’s vot-
ers are either for or against
the individual mandate.

State lawmakers voted
largely along party lines in
deciding to place the pro-
posal on the ballot, with
Republicans voting for and
Democrats against. As with
all proposed amendments,
passage requires approval
from 60 percent or more of
the voters. 

History
Following his election in

2008, President Obama an-
nounced his intention to
establish a national health
care system that provides
access to health insurance
for every American. In
March 2010, he signed a
health care act into law
that, among other things,
required all Americans to
purchase insurance by
2014 or face a financial
penalty – the so-called in-
dividual mandate. 

Why the individual man-
date? 

Without it, the number of
premium-paying, healthy
policyholders may not
reach the critical mass
needed to cover the costs
associated with providing
care to every American.
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 *D0150, D0274, D1110. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse  to 
 pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any other service, examination, or treatment that is perfo rmed 
 as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee,  or 
 reduced fee services, examination, or treatment. Cosmetic dentistry is not recognized as a specialty  area 
 by the American Dental Association or the Florida Board of Dentistry. Some restrictions may apply.

 ADULTS & 
 CHILDREN 
 WELCOME

 CHECK UP and 
 CLEANINGS

 NEW PATIENTS
 & EMERGENCIES

 WELCOME
 Hablamos Español

 CALL
 TODAY 00

0C
S

S
E

 Most Insurances Accepted – 
 Accepting: Chase Health Advance And Care C redit

 5445 Commercial Way, Spring Hill
 CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON US 19

 352-596-9900
 Amir Akel, DMD 

 www.akeldental.com

 • SAME DAY
    APPOINTMENTS
 • DISCOUNT FOR
    CASH PAYING

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations Accommodations

 for Your Pet for Your Pet
 “Tour our unique “Tour our unique
 facility and you facility and you
 be the judge!” be the judge!”
 352-861-4566 352-861-4566

  Boarding             Grooming Boarding       Grooming

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com www.palmettokennels.com
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 Kennel
 Pet Sitting

 Kennel
 Grooming
 Pet Sitting

  Look for us Look for us Look for us
 on Facebook on Facebook on Facebook

 R AMUNNO  L AW  F IRM ,  P . A .
 Lorenzo Ramunno, Esq.
 Member of Florida Bar and New York Bar

 Wills and Estate Planning  •   Probate Law
 Trusts and Trust Administration  •  Real Estate Contracts

 Powers of Attorney • Pre-Marital Agreements
 We offer free consultations for Estate Planning

 Serving clients in Florida for 23 years.
 Call to schedule an appointment.
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 352-854-5570
 www.flprobate.net

 R
am

un
no

 L
aw

 F
irm

 MAIN OFFICE OFF HWY. 200
 Jasmine Professional Park

 7500 SW 61st Ave., #100 
 Ocala, FL 34476

 Annual Percentage Yield. Rates may vary depending on deposit amount and 
 availability. Certain restrictions and penalty for early withdrawal may apply.
 *Promotional incentives may be included to obtain yield.

 All bank accounts are FDIC insured to the legal limits - Call for complete details

 APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

 6 MONTH CD
 Insured & Guaranteed

 Ocala, FL

 671-5374

 3.76 %
 Better rates may be available on longer term

 Savings, IRA’s 401K’s including transfers

 000CSGL

 * APY

  Jasmine Plaza   •   352-401-0001 Jasmine Plaza  •  352-401-0001
 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476

 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2

 Reader’s Choice Winner • Jewelry Store 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
 www.jandjjewelersocala.com
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 All repairs done 
 on premises.

 B ATTERIES
 $ 8 00

 + tax

 Affordable New  Affordable New 
 & Estate Jewelry & Estate Jewelry

 352-622-3937
 museumeyecare@live.com

 Dr. James A. Muse
  Board Certified Board Certified

 Optometric Physician Optometric Physician

 Our commitment to personalized eyecare...

 Your eyes are our masterpiece.

 No Technicians,
 No Opticians,

 Just You and the Doctor

 Heath Brook Commons (next to Publix)
 5400 SW College Rd/Highway 200, Suite 106, Ocala, FL 34474

 Eyecare hours are:
 M  T TH F 8:30 -5:00; W 1:00-6:00

 Select Sat. are available

 Medicare,
 United Health Care,

 BC/BS Providers
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classified
reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORSAdvertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $5.12 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $5.12 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to West Marion Messenger 
office at 8810 SW SR 200, Unit 104, Ocala, FL 34481 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

WMM_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11

Vehicles 
Wanted
WE  BUY

ANY VEHICLE
In Any Condition

Tile, No Title, Bank Lien, 
No Problem, Don’t Trade 

it in. We Will Pay up to 
$25K Any Make, Any 

Model.  CALL A.J. 
813-335-3794/ 237-1892

Classic 
Vehicles

AUTO SWAP/
Corral CAR SHOW

Sumter County
Fairgrounds

SUMTER
SWAP MEETS

SUN. OCT. 7, 2012
1-800-438-8559

Carpet

1-888-CARPET-CARE
Clean-Repair-Stretch

$99 Specials

Painting

MIKE ANDERSON
PAINTING, Int./Ext.

& Pressure Washing

CALL a PROFESSIONAL   
(352) 464-4418

Real Estate 
For Sale

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate  advertis-
ing in this newspaper is
subject to Fair Housing 
Act which makes it ille-

gal to advertise “any
preference, limitation 

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 

status or national origin, 
or an intention, to make 
such preference, limita-
tion or  discrimination. “ 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18  living with par-
ents or legal  custodi-

ans,   pregnant women 
and people securing
custody of children

under 18. This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law.

Our readers are hereby
informed that all

dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 

complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 

1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone

number for the
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Vehicles 
Wanted

BUYING JUNK CARS
• Running or Not •

CASH PAID - $300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

Garage/
Yard Sales

HIDDEN LAKE
Sat. 6th & Sun. 7th

7am-Noon
Flooring, furniture, 

recreation and More.
7646 SW 102 Loop

Clean out your closets, go 
through your garage, attack 
your attic and then use the 
classifieds to get rid of stuff 

you no longer use.
And the FREE listing means 

you have more money left over 
after the sale!

You can list any single 
item priced under $100 

for sale for FREE!

PUT THE POWER
AND CONVENIENCE

OF THE CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Just call and see how easy it is to
make money with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100

MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Asked about juvenile crime, he
said that money is saved by housing
juvenile offenders on the same
property, but not the same building,
as the jail. He also mentioned the
WILA (work in lieu of arrest) pro-
gram which only has a recidivism of
8 percent.

Finally, he was asked about per-
sonal characteristics that would
benefit him in the job, and he said
he “cares about the community. You
have to have a servant’s heart.”

Running as a member of the Con-
stitution Party is Bernie DeCastro,
who has lived in the county since
1984 and runs a non-profit group
that “reduces crime by working with
people re-entering the community.
We’ve got to stop that vicious cycle.

Asked about the budget, he said
he has special business skills he
would bring to the job, and does the
same thing as the Sheriff ’s Office
“on a smaller scale every year.” He
said that leadership and integrity
were the important things on the
job.

He was asked about working with
the County Commission, and he said
he “hopes he has the ability to work
with the county commissioners. The
discussion centered on sheriff ’s ve-
hicles, and he emphasized that you
have to keep the deputies safe, not-
ing that “when you’re chasing some-
one at 80 mph,” the condition of tires
and transmission was important.

He criticized the federal govern-
ment, saying the “federal overreach
is becoming epidemic in America.”

Asked about the work farm, he
called it a “great idea,” and gave the
current MCSO “kudos” for the farm,
saying it is “therapeutic.” He said he
would try to expand it. 

SHERIFF
continued from Page 1

because Silver Springs continues to present
acts that have never performed at the park be-
fore. Also, this year, there will be at least three
night time shows, which is new to the series. 

Along with the exciting news about the 2013
Concert Series, there are other events still
scheduled in 2012 that bring value and excite-
ment for our guests. They include: The 5th An-
nual Fright Nights, (Fridays-Saturdays, now
through Oct. 27) featuring the Ocala Jaycees
40th Annual Haunted House and the 7th an-
nual All “General Motors” Auto Show on Oct. 6.
Also scheduled will be the 15th Annual
Corvette Show revving things up on Nov. 10 and
the spectacular 20th annual Festival of Lights
in December.

The “Bring A Friend Free Ticket” is back.
Guests purchasing the “All Access Silver Pass”
for only $49.99 receives a “Bring a Friend Free
Ticket”, along with free parking, plus free ad-
mission to all Silver Springs concerts, Festival
of Lights and all Special Events. It even in-
cludes a season pass to our water park, Wild
Waters! 

Concerts are included in Silver Springs’
daily price of admission of $33.99 for adults;
$25.99 for children (ages 3-10). Children two
and under are free. Silver Springs is east of
Ocala on State Road 40; exit 352 east off I-75 or
exit 268 west off I-95. For more information;
352-236-2121 or visit www.silversprings.com. 

Silver Springs is part of the Palace Enter-
tainment family of parks. Palace Entertain-
ment owns and operates 40 parks nationwide,
including water parks, family entertainment
centers, theme parks and animal parks. Palace
entertains 13 million guests annually and is
one of the largest park operators in the nation. 

CONCERTS
continued from Page 1

Please use our e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com

AMENDMENT 1
continued from Page 1

AMENDMENT 2
continued from Page 1

More next

week



Thursday, Oct. 4
Support for caregivers

A Caregivers Support Group meets at 10 a.m. in the li-
brary of the Queen of Peace Catholic Church on State
Road 200 each first and third Thursday of the month. All
in need of information, comfort and support are wel-
come to attend. Call Catherine at 352-873-0829 for more
details.

Friday Oct. 5
Back to Back Solid Gold at Moose

A local favorite is providing music with guitar, saxo-
phone and voice to entertain at the West Marion Moose
Lodge, Oct. 5 and 6 (Friday and Saturday). Solid Gold
plays all the old time favorites specializing in all the
songs we grew up with. Solid Gold is also great dance

music. Dinners are from 5 to 8 p.m., fish or shrimp Friday
and spaghetti dinner on Saturday, entertainment and
dancing 6 until 10 p.m.

West Marion Moose Lodge 2356, open for members
and qualified guests is at 10411 S.W. 110th St., one mile
north of State Road 200 across from Oak Run entrance.
Phone is 352-854-2200.

Dinner and concert

“Durant,” 2008 MCA Awards Group of the Year, six
young people who share a passion for music and praise
and will perform their unique gospel concert after a light
dinner is served. A love offering will be taken. 6:30 p.m.

Christ’s Church of Marion County is at 6768 S.W. 80th
St. (off State Road 200), Ocala. Call 352-861-6182 or
www.ccomc.org.

Saturday, Oct. 6
Quarterly reading of deceased vets

Members of the Daughters of the American Revolution
will read the names of local veterans who have passed
away during the previous three months when the Quar-

terly Memorial Reading takes place at the Ocala-Marion
County Veterans Park on Saturday, Oct. 6, at 10 a.m.
Those members are Tevis Fitzpatrick, Jean Brown, Bev-
erly Fritz, Trish Kilgore, Sonja Wheelis, and Roberta
Abraben. 

The Colors will be posted and retired by Belleview
High School ROTC, and the gun salute performed by
members of Marion County Sheriff ’s Office. Kevin Chris-
tian, of the Marion County School System, will perform
two songs during the ceremony. 

Among others taking part in the ceremony will be
event organizer Wilbur Julius, Marion County Veterans
Services Director Jeffrey Askew, and Undersheriff Dan
Kuhn.

Lions Club holding pancake breakfast

The Ocala 200 Lions Club is holding a pancake break-
fast and outside yard sale on Saturday, Oct. 6, at the Lions
Clubhouse, 20826 S.W. Walnut St., Dunnellon.

Breakfast is from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and the $5 dona-
tion includes juice, sausage, pancakes and coffee. For
coffee only, the cost is $1. 

This event takes place the first Saturday of the month
from September until June. All proceeds benefit local
charities.

Chess Club to meet

The chess club that formed at the Freedom Public Li-
brary meets the first Saturday of the month, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Grab your board and chess pieces and come on down.
Interested persons are invited to attend for a rousing

game of chess.
It’s your move! For more information, call Ron at 352-

873-2276.

Kingdom of the Sun band two-day concert

The Kingdom of the Sun Concert Band announces its
October concert series, “You Can’t Stop the Beat” sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 6 at 2 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 7, at 3
p.m., at the Marion Technical Institute, 1614 S.E. Fort
King St., Ocala.

All performances are free and open to the public.
Musical selections include: “Stevie Wonder in Con-

cert;” ”Selections from Hairspray;” ”American Overture
for Band;” George & Ira Gershwin’s “Someone to Watch
Over Me,” featuring vocalist Marcia Muncaster; “Fluta
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 Senior Expo
 Presented by the Heart of Florida Chapter 
 of the Florida State Guardianship Association.

 Friday, October 5, 2012, 9AM-2PM
 Central Florida College 
 Ewers Center Klein Hall 
 Admission is free.

 Senior Expo Sponsors:
 • Better at Home 
 • Concordis Senior Living 
 • D&B Hearing Solutions 
 • Hawthorne Village
 • Home Instead Senior Care 
 • Hospice of Marion County 
 • Quiet Oaks Assisted Living 
 • Windsor of Ocala 

 What is a Guardian?
 Governor Scott has proclaimed October as Florida 
 Guardianship Month. 

 Well just what is a Guardian?
 Great question – we hear that often. Professional guardians 
 are nationally certified and are appointed by the court to 
 care for: 
 • Persons who are unable to care for themselves 
 • Persons who may be vulnerable or exploited by those around them 
 • Persons who have no others willing or able to care for them

 Guardians are required to ensure that their wards reside in the “least restrictive 
 protected environment ”including, if possible, their own home. Guardians 
 secure and protect assets, pay bills, ensure proper medical, mental and dental 
 care. Guardians report regularly to the court with plans of care for each of their 
 wards and status of the ward’s assets. 
 Guardians ensure that each of 
 their wards is treated with respect 
 and dignity. If you would like more 
 information, please call our local 
 “Heart of Florida Guardianship 
 chapter” at 352 307-6900. 
 This notice has been sponsored by the Heart of Florida chapter of the Florida 
 State Guardianship Association.

 PAINTING

 352-875-7433
 875-7041

 Interior & Exterior
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 22 Yrs. of Excellent Local References

 • Painting     • Carpentry
 • Wall Repairs & Textures

 • Popcorn Removal & Repairs
 • Stucco Repairs
 • Prompt Service

 A L  C AS T ANO

  P AINTING ,    I NC . P AINTING ,   I NC .

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS
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 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 ONSTRUCTION
 RAY  RAY RAYCCC

 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION
 Crayconst.com Crayconst.com Crayconst.com

 “Trade in

 your old vinyl 

 windows for   

 acrylic or

    glass”

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING   16’ x 7’ SLIDING  16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE GARAGE GARAGE
 SCREEN SCREEN SCREEN
 DOOR DOOR DOOR

 Florida Window Medics,  Inc.
 Screen Rooms
 Acrylic & Glass Rooms
 Rescreens
 Broken Glass

 Replacement Windows
 Gutters
 Foggy Windows
 Cement

 Sliding Glass Door Repair
 Call & speak directly

 to the owner
 David Heath
 Comp. #5524

 352 484-5697

 WINDOW REPAIRS

 000CSW9

   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD   �   INSTALLING NEW
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES
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 VILLAGES
 COMPUTER & REPAIR (352) 237-4852     email: villagescomputer@yahoo.com

 Next to the neighborhood Storage on SR200 across from the Jasmine Plaza

 • Computer Repair • Custom  Building • Computer Classes  • Free Diagnostics 
  • Data Recovery • Networking In Store Service or at Your Location

 FREE Service Calls
 to your house or business  with this ad

 7256 SW 62nd Ave., Suite 5, Ocala, FL 34476

 John M. Boyett, Jr.

 Financial Advisor 

 Free Investment Reviews
 352-237-2008 • 800-757-3129

 8441 SW Hwy. 200, Ste. 119 • Ocala Fl  34481
 www.edwardjones.com

 Member SIP C

 000CM85
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 PLUMBING

 EPA Lead Certification #NAT-113266-1
 OSHA 10 #1216933

 Fla. Lic. #CFC1427666

 804-9165

 Associated P lumbing and Pipe

 From Bathroom Remodeling 
 to Fixing Leaky Faucets, 

 and installing 
 Bliss Walk-in Tubs

 Residential and Commercial

  R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS
 • Operates in conjunction with
   your garage door
 • Gives privacy, heat reduction
   and air circulation

 • 80% protection from UV rays
 • Can be operated in a power failure
 • Will fit arched doorways

 TRANSFORM   TRANSFORM  TRANSFORM 
 

 
YOUR GARAGE YOUR GARAGE YOUR GARAGE

 GARAGE DOORS

 352-347-9198
 STEVE GRINDLE’S

 High quality PVC 
 screen available in  6 

 attractive colors.

 www.RetractScreen.com
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed • 
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2012

 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $ 39 95
 Call for details

 Balentine’s
 Landscaping, Inc.

 (352) 873-4888
 Bruce Balentine

 �  Licensed & Insured  �

 Professional Landscape 
 Design & Installation

 Landscape Maintenance 
 Sodding

 FREE ESTIMATES  00
0C
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 LANDSCAPING

 000CHIZ

 Price includes Golf Cart & Tax
 coupon good 09/12/2012 - 10/14/2012

 (not valid with others offers)

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up of 

 entire
 sprinkler system!

   $ 30
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 LAWN/HOME
 Roy’s  Lawn 

 & Home Services
 • Tree Trimming
 • Sod Installations
 • Pressure Washing

 F REE  E STIMATES
 Lic/Ins

  352-342-4444 352-342-4444 352-342-4444

 CERAMIC TILE

 Lawson Tile
     • Floors
  • Walls

 • Tub & Shower Remodel
 • Back Splash
 Reasonable Rates

 34 years Experience

 (352) 229-5548
 Licensed & Insured
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger
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 Fred Harper

 MEDICARE
 OPTIONS

 Which Plans work
 best for you? A  Senior  Helping Seniors!

 An experienced agent can help you decide 
 which plan works best for your needs.
 352-615-2427 • HARPER4807@YAHOO.COM

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper covering
news of communities west of Ocala including Fore Ranch, Stone Creek,
Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow,
Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in Ocala, Fla.,
34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed above and
the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are having trouble getting the
paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and SR 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
(352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 854-9277

8810 S.W. State Road 200, Suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481

• Editor - Jim Clark
• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers

• Inside Sales/Office Coordinator - Michel Northsea
• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean and Susie Mirabile

• Regional Manager - John Provost

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-854-3986 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com

Community news and photos must be received by
Friday the week before publication. Mail and photos

may be left at the Messenger office in Kingsland
Plaza. All contributions are subject to editing for

clarity, taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader Ads
4 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday

OK, I know they say
that “time flies,” but
did September have

supersonic speed? It feels
like we just celebrated
Labor Day and now it’s
time for Oktoberfest. The
celebration this year will
be on Monday, Oct. 15, with
a meal of brats, hot dogs,
sauerkraut, baked beans,
and other side dishes. Fol-
lowing the meal we will
have our yearly auction.
You are asked to bring a
wrapped gift to donate for

Getting into October and the fall weather
this event. Tickets are still
available from Kathy Voss
and Theresa Yoders. 

Now that the nights are
getting a little cool, the
water in the pool is not
warm enough for some of
us. However, it is still open
and refreshing for many.
For those who want to ex-
ercise inside, Mary
Zdarsky’s classes began on
Oct. 1. They meet every
Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday at 9 a.m.

Mark your calendars
with some of the upcoming
events: The first Friday
poolside gathering is this
Friday, the 5th.

The Ladies Luncheon for
October will be at The Attic
on Friday, the 12th. Please
make your reservations
with Marion Gartman or
Pat Tobin.

The Red Hot Fillies will
be going to Circle Square at
On Top of the World on Sat-
urday, the 13th. This is the
Junior League Autumn Gift
Market and craft fair.
Check the QM Reporter for
more details.

Have you noticed the

“new” driveway at the
clubhouse? It appears to
have corrected the prob-
lem of the standing water.
Even after the heavy rains
of the past few weeks,
there is no standing water
at the end of the drives.

If you are a “walker” and
like to take a walk at night,
please use a flashlight
and/or have on reflective
clothing. It’s getting dark
earlier and without lights
on our streets, it’s very
hard to see someone walk-
ing – especially if you are
wearing dark clothing.

The mystery of what is
going into the old Barbizon
Restaurant building
(which was an Eckerd’s
earlier) has been solved. A

Dollar Tree store will be
the new occupant. The
store is set to open on Mon-
day, Oct. 8. 

If you haven’t yet regis-
tered to vote, you have
until Oct. 9. You can regis-
ter at any tax collectors lo-
cation i.e. Jasmine Plaza or
any library. Early voting
begins Oct. 27 and ends on
Nov. 3. This can be done at
the Supervisor of Elections
office, or any Marion
County library. The hours
for early voting are: Oct. 27
and 28 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Oct. 29 to Nov. 2 – 7 a.m. to 7
p.m.; and the final day Nov.
3, the hours will be from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. The Quail
Meadow Clubhouse will
once again be used as a vot-

ing precinct on the regular
Election Day – Nov. 6. 

Just as I was completing
this article, the news of the
death of Andy Williams
came across my computer.
I’m sure many of us have
danced to and/or sung to
his rendition of Moon
River. The Iowa-born
Williams began singing
professionally as a boy
with his three older broth-
ers in the 1930s. He went
solo when the quartet

broke up in the early 50s. A
popular feature of
Williams’ TV program was
the annual Christmas
show, on which he would
be surrounded by his own
family members. Williams
said he never tired of
singing “Moon River,”
whose melody he consid-
ered “beautiful” and
whose lyrics he called
“timeless.” Too bad we
don’t have music like this
today! 

Carolyn
Slocumb

QUAIL
MEADO W

Marion County Public
Schools is the first Florida
school district to offer a
new mobile app to stu-
dents, parents, employees,
and others seeking school
information.

The district is customiz-
ing and testing the app
now. The free app, called
School Connect, is avail-
able in the Apple and An-
droid app stores to users of
smart phones and other
app-enabled devices. 

Once users download the
free app, they can choose
to receive “push” notifica-
tions from any school. Sim-
ilar to text messages, these
notifications can be imme-
diate in case of an emer-
gency. In the future, they
may also remind sub-
scribers about early re-
lease days, events, athletic
competitions, club meet-
ings, and other district and
school functions.

The app, provided free to
the district and users at no
taxpayer expense, links to
the Parent Portal with stu-
dent grades, school lunch
menus, school addresses
and contact information,
school web sites, and edu-
cation-related resources. It
also provides GPS mapping
and navigation links and
multiple language options
including Spanish. 

The app was created by
School Connect, an Okla-
homa-based mobile app
developer for K-12 school
systems. Within 24 hours of
its initial launch in October
2011, School Connect was a
Top 25 free app at the
Apple store. To date, the
app is available in 93
school districts in eight
states including Florida.

The app will enhance
Marion County Public
Schools’ efforts to improve
communications with par-
ents, students, employees,
and other stakeholders. 

Mobile app offered by schools
For more information,

contact my office directly
or scan the QR code above.
You can also visit
www.schoolconnectapps.co
m for more details. 

Read the

classifieds

Happenings

Please see HAPPENINGS, Page 5
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� Among Friends �

� On Point �

Taking up a cause in the future
Amendments
are long and
complicated

Last week we told you that voting
early might be the answer to
avoid long lines on Election

Day. The main culprit, we noted, was
the choice of yes or no on the 11 pro-
posed amendments to the Florida
Constitution.

When you get your ballot, you’ll see
that the last amendment is No. 12.
However, Amendment 7 was stricken
from the ballot by the courts and is
covered by No. 8, hence the total of 11
on the ballot.

Each week, we’re going to add our
own assessment of the amendments
published that week.

Amendment 1 is, in our opinion, a
waste of time. If it passes, it says that
Floridians can-
not be forced to
purchase health
care, as man-
dated by Oba-
macare.

However, the Supreme Court has
already ruled that the mandate is
constitutional, and that would super-
sede state law, so it doesn’t really mat-
ter if this amendment passes or not.

The only way that people would not
be required to take part in the insur-
ance would be to elect a Republican
president and Senate, along with the
House of Representatives, and then
have Obamacare repealed.

Some people think that’s possible,
but we doubt it. In our minds, a Rom-
ney win is still possible, but a change
in the Senate is far more unlikely.

Amendment 2 involves a tax break
for veterans, giving an extra home-
stead exemption to disabled vets who
did not live here when they joined the
military.

It’s hard to find fault with some-
thing like this, but read carefully the
part about the financial impact, and
ask yourself if the state can handle
any more loss of tax revenue. We
think not.

No one should be against helping
veterans, especially disabled vets, but
the question is how much we are will-
ing to bear financially. We’ll stay neu-
tral on this one, but advise you to
think it over carefully.

Next week we’ll take on some more.
There are other exemption requests
to be covered down the road. Stay
tuned. 
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Editorial

Guest column

Supporting schools or
supporting education?

BY JIM FLYNN

An indicator of our cultural decline
is loose use of what is left of the
English language. Editorials and

letters to editors about voter rejection of
the tax referenda on the August primary
ballot exemplified confusion about the
difference between “schools” and “edu-
cation.” “School” is an institution at
which instruction is provided. 

Confusion occurs when we express con-
cern about what’s wrong with our schools.
Most citizens care about the current state
of public education. Even our least edu-
cated citizens know education is instruc-
tion which passes on knowledge, or
training intended to develop skills.
Knowledge and training were passed
down for centuries without benefit of
today’s campuses, staffs, and political hi-
erarchies. 

Voters didn’t support the schools/edu-
cation referenda on the August primary
ballot because American taxpayers have
caught on that the public education hier-
archy is first and foremost a self-interest
organization. 

In the not distant past education think
tanks suggested children couldn’t learn
without balanced nutrition. School lunch
programs became learning necessities.
Some time later, after satisfaction that
lunches were enhancing academic
achievement, elite thinkers suggested the
negative effects of poverty could and
should be mitigated by school breakfast
programs. 

Despite the benefits of meals and social
services provided at schools, public edu-
cation is in dismal condition, which is ex-
acerbated by our weak economy and our
national epidemic of dysfunctional fami-
lies. 

We wouldn’t be surprised to hear a se-
rious suggestion from Washington that
public education could be further im-
proved by dinners at school. Three nutri-
tious meals accompanied by after school
tutoring and counseling may yet be con-
sidered remedies for lack of parental in-
spiration, supervision, and literacy. Think
tanks, colleges of education, and their po-
litical patrons will continue to come up
with suggestions in the name of educa-
tional improvements, accompanied by ap-
peals for additional funding - as always. 

U.S. Department of Education, bureau-
crats are working currently on a goal of
“common standards” for all states, even
though several federal laws prohibit
Washington from mandating, directing, or
controlling any state’s education agency
or school curriculum. 

Education bureaucrats see federal laws
as temporary inconveniences which in-
terfere with their control agenda and the
interests of their self-serving professional
organizations. We wouldn’t be surprised
if the Department of Education requested
authority to classify their deliberations as
top secret.

Is public education really so self-inter-
ested? Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft,
who has invested $4 billion in U.S. educa-
tion projects says: “Most people don’t re-
alize how bad the situation has become.”
We’ve never had a system that identifies
great teaching, so we can pass on the
skills to others. Educator organizations
cringe at the prospect of evaluation.

Should we believe Bill Gates’ observa-
tions and experience as a benefactor of
public education or the Department of
Education, which seeks to dictate all as-
pects of public education as quietly as
possible? Mr. Gates’ interest is self-
funded, and not self-serving. 

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the opinions

of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not necessar-

ily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to the

editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community name,

including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be printed; phone
numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good taste.
Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed on a
space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per week. The
deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road 200,
suite 104, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com.
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 “We chose FPC of Ocala because 
 of the wide diversity of ages and 
 ministries and because of our new 
 church’s generous commitment to 
 local and international mission”
 ~ OTOW residents from Michigan

 Welcome to the
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 CHURCH OF OCALA
 511 SE 3rd St 

 (In historic district. Stay on SR 
 200 into town and then turn 

 right on 3rd St.)

 Faithfully serving 
 Jesus Christ in 

 Marion Co. and the 
 world since 1857 
 and still growing!

 629-7561
 www.fpcocala.org
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 Christ Anglican Church
 950 N.W. 70th Street (SR 326)

 Ocala, Florida 34475
 352-351-8059

 www.cac-ocala.org

 Service  &  Sunday School
 10:00 a.m.
 Visitors Are

 Always Welcom e
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Weekly Activities
 Wednesday Bible Study . . 7:00 pm
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 CARDS AND GIFTS

 Best Selection of Greeting Cards in Marion 
 County - Always 50% Off

 S TORE  352-854-1970  • F AX  352-854-6186
 M ON . - S AT . 8:30 AM  - 5:00 PM

 8449 SW SR  200, O CALA
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 Charlie Green
 Pastor

 351-1106
 1700 NW 60th Ave.

 Ocala
 www.newlifeocala.com

 Sunday 
 10:30am

 Wednesday 
 7:00pm

 is discovered through      worshiping together
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 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Rev. Matthew Walter
 Asst. Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 7:30 am

 Rite II – 8:50 & 11:15 am
 Children’s Church – 8:50 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary  C
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Jim Clark

Editor

Newspaper people, at least those
who work for reputable organiza-
tions, have some rules and stan-

dards to follow. One of those states that
employees shouldn’t get involved in back-
ing any political causes or candidates, no
bumper stickers, etc.

That’s a good rule. You generally want
your newspaper people to be neutral in
coverage, and keep opinions to the opin-
ion pages.

But I guarantee that the moment I’m
finished working at a newspaper, I’m
going to take up a cause, pushing for a fed-
eral law change and a state constitutional
amendment.

My amendment would read as follows:
The Do-Not-Call Registry shall apply to
all politicians and political causes.

Let’s face it, we can’t count on our leg-
islators to expand the do-not-call list,
since they are the biggest violators.

I have to admit, when I answer the
phone at home now, if it’s a recording, I
hang up after about five words. My wife’s
a little more patient. She’ll listen for a
while before hanging up. But it’s annoy-
ing when we’re sitting there watching a
TV show or eating dinner (or both), and
we have to interrupt our train of thought
to answer the phone.

When you derail my train of thought, it’s
very hard for me to get back on track.

So I definitely want to stop the phone

calls, which obviously are going to persist
until Nov. 6 (during the primary I re-
ceived a call just an hour before the polls
were supposed to close).

I wanted to put another rule into place,
so that when the Caller ID says “blocked”
or “unknown,” I just simply do not an-
swer. But then I discovered that the cell
phones of some people I know come
across as “unknown,” so I really can’t do
that. Evidently Caller ID has not kept up
with the cell phone boom. 

Besides, some of these political calls
come in with Caller ID numbers with out-
of-state area codes, making them look le-
gitimate.

So for now, I’ll just live with it. But be
forewarned, politicians. If I ever retire,
I’ll be out on the corner getting petitions
signed to expand the do-not-call list. I’m
coming after you, and I don’t think I’ll
have any trouble getting it passed.

Jim Clark is the editor of the West Mar-
ion Messenger. 

tion,” featuring the KOS flute section; and, fea-
turing the KOS clarinet section, “Pie in the
Face Polka,” from the motion picture The
Great Race, among others. 

For information, call 352-624-9291 or visit
http://kingdomofthesunband.org. Donations
are cheerfully accepted.

Palm Cay Craft Fair 

On Oct. 6, Palm Cay will conduct its craft fair,
which is open to the public.

The fair will be from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
clubhouse. 

There will be a baked good sale going on at
the same time and also a quilt raffle. 

The kitchen will be open from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. to buy a hot dog and drink for lunch. 

Vendors wanted by church

Crossroads Church, 8070 S.W. 60th Ave., will
host a yard sale on Saturday, Oct. 6, 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. 

Families and vendors can rent a space, the
size of two parking spaces for $10. Tables are
available for an additional $5. Call 352-509-
4141 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to save a place.

Two-day yard sale at garden club site

The Pioneer Garden Club will conduct its
annual indoor yard sale on Oct. 6-7 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. each day. 

There will be clothes, toys, household items,
kitchen goods and plant, among other things.

The site is the Pioneer Garden Club, 4331 E.
Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala. Website is pio-
neergardenclub.org.

Yoga at Sholom Park

Come and join us for a beautiful yoga class in
the peace park, which begins promptly at 9
a.m.

For further information, call Ingrid at 352-
854-7950.

Saturday, Oct. 6
Blessing of the animals

The seventh annual blessing of the animals
will take place at Joy Lutheran Church on Sat-
urday, Oct. 6 at 1:30 p.m. in the Memorial Gar-
den.

Pastor Ed Holloway will conduct the service.
The public is welcome to bring their dogs, cats,
horses, sheep, birds, and etc. to receive the
blessing. Owners must be able to control their
pets.

Joy Lutheran Church is at 7045 S.W. 83rd
Place at State Road 200, Ocala. For more in-
formation call 352-854-4509 ext 221.

Sunday, Oct. 7
Annual historic home tour

The Historic Ocala Preservation Society’s
annual historic home tour, featuring the 100th
anniversary of one home, will be Sunday, Oct.
7, from noon to 5 p.m. The Tour will be cen-
tered around Bryant Park.

For ticket information, call 352-351-1861.

Monday, Oct. 8
Twirlers to teach square dance

Fun and friendship set to music is what
square dancing is. The Ocala Twirlers club is
starting a beginners’ class for new dancers on
Oct. 8 at 12:45 p.m.

The club meets at Ocala West United
Methodist Church, 9330 S.W. 105th St., west-
bound just past Pine Run. The church is about
a half-mile from the intersection.

Call Tom Warren at 352-237-6416 or Norm
Barnes at 352-873-1734 for information

Tuesday, Oct. 9
Candidate forums scheduled

Candidate forums will be held on Tuesday,
Oct. 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the Circle Square Cultural
Center, 8395 S.W. 80th St., Ocala.

Candidates for Marion County races (com-
mission seats for districts 1,3,5; sheriff, super-
visor of elections, and superintendent of
schools) have accepted the League’s invitation

to participate in this forum hosted by the Mar-
ion County League of Women Voters. The event
is open to the public.

Woman’s Clubs to meet

The GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala Day
Group will meet Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 11:45 a.m. at
the Elks Club, 702 N.E. 25th Ave., Ocala, for
lunch, a program and a business meeting. The
speaker will be Dyer Michell. a retired health
care professional, who will discuss the refer-
endum on the November ballot concerning a
bond issue for the Munroe Regional Medical
Center. 

Luncheon reservations are requested.
Please call Mary Knight at 352-347-3975 by
Thursday night, the 4th. All women in the area
are welcome.

The GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala Evening
Group will meet Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. at the
Elks Lodge, 702 N.E. 25th Ave., Ocala, for a pro-
gram and business meeting.

In observance of National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, the speakers will be Hayley
Creasey of Ocala Health System and represen-
tatives of Advanced Imaging Centers and
Michelle-O-Gram. 

Reservations are not necessary. All ladies
are invited to attend.

Thursday, Oct. 11 
Federal retirees to gather

The National Association of Retired Federal
Employees, Chapter 2279 of Ocala, and their
spouses, will meet at the Olive Garden Restau-
rant, Oct. 11, at 1 p.m. for lunch and a meeting
afterward. 

This month a representative of Blue Cross,
Blue Shield will be the speaker.

Any members in the area are welcomed. 

Saturday, Oct. 13
Flying Wallendas at Circle Square 

Celebrate the change of the seasons with Cir-
cle Square Commons on Saturday, Oct. 13, from
4 to 9 p.m. with the famed Flying Wallendas, a
tribute to the queen of Country music Shania
Twain, amazing jugglers, delicious food, tal-
ented craft vendors and a pumpkin patch!

HAPPENINGS
continued from Page 4

Read the

classifieds

Please use our e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com

Human trafficking
conference set

Women at Risk Interna-
tional presents a confer-
ence on human trafficking
Saturday, Oct. 6, from 9 a.m.
to noon at College Road
Baptist Church, 5010 S.W.
State Road 200, Ocala.

The conference is free,
but you should register on-
line at careconferenceo-
cala.eventbrite.com or by
calling 352-875-5084.

Guest speakers include
representatives from the
Florida Coalition Against
Human Trafficking and the
Marion County Sheriff ’s
Office Human Trafficking
Task Forrce.
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FAMILY FEATURES 

C
ookouts provide the

perfect opportunity to

gather friends and family

in the backyard for

quality time to celebrate

the season. When hosting, look to

delicious, wholesome ingredients and

recipes everyone will love. One great

go-to food that never disappoints is

the Wisconsin potato, and with five

varieties to choose from, these hearty

vegetables are easy to add to all your

favorite dishes. 

Get the facts about potatoes: 
Wisconsin potatoes offer a variety of

health benefits. In fact, one medium

potato (5.3 ounces with skin) contains:

� Only 110 calories, zero fat and

no gluten

� 45 percent of the daily value for

vitamin C, 10 percent of B6 and

8 percent of fiber

� As much or more potassium

(620mg) as spinach, broccoli 

or a banana

Find more health information, 

as well as recipes and purchasing 

and prepara tion tips, at

www.EatWisconsinPotatoes.com. 

Grilled Yellow Potato Planks
Prep Time: 15 minutes | Grill Time: 20 minutes
Servings: 4

3 tablespoons olive oil
1 clove garlic, minced
2 teaspoons finely chopped fresh 

rosemary leaves
1/2 teaspoon salt

1 1/2 pounds (about 4) unpeeled yellow 
potatoes, cut into 1/2-inch-thick slices

Preheat grill. 
Combine oil, garlic, rosemary and salt in dish.

Add potato slices and turn until well coated. 
Grill potatoes for 8 minutes or until soft. Turn

and continue grilling 10 minutes longer or until
cooked through. 

Remove from grill and serve.

Nutrition Facts: Calories: 280; Fat: 11g;
Cholesterol: 0mg; Sodium: 310mg; Vitamin C:
37% daily value; Fiber: 4g; Protein: 4g;
Potassium: 718mg

Know your varieties
There are five different types of
Wisconsin potatoes. Use this guide 
to purchase the right potato for your
favorite dishes:

� Russet — Best used for baked
dishes, or when making French 
fries or mashed potatoes; available
year-round.

� Round white — Great for casse -
roles, gratins, soups, salads or
roasted; available year-round.

� Round red — Best boiled, steamed,
roasted or served in salads; available
late summer to early fall.

� Yellow flesh — Can be baked,
mashed or roasted; available from
late summer to early spring.

� Blue and purple — Great for baked
dishes, microwaved or steamed;
available in the fall.

Grilled Potato Kabobs 
with Lemon Herb Drizzle
Prep Time: 20 minutes | Grill Time: 10 minutes
Servings: 6

Lemon-Herb Drizzle
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil

3 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons chopped fresh herbs (such as basil, 

rosemary, marjoram and sage)
1/2 teaspoon sea salt, or to taste

Juice of 1 fresh lemon
Freshly ground black pepper to taste

Potato Kabobs
1 pound russet potatoes, scrubbed
1 (12 ounce) package precooked chicken sausage, 

sliced 1/4-inch-thick on the diagonal
2 ears fresh corn, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 zucchini, sliced 1/4-inch-thick on the diagonal

Heat olive oil in small saucepan until very hot; remove from
heat and stir in garlic. Let cool, then stir in herbs, salt, lemon
juice and pepper; set aside. 

Place potatoes in medium microwave-safe bowl and cover
with lid or plastic wrap. If using plastic wrap, make sure
plastic wrap is not touching any ingredients and poke one
small hole in cover to vent. 

Microwave on high for 10 to 12 minutes or until potatoes
are tender (cooking time may vary depending on micro -
wave). Use oven mitts to carefully remove from microwave. 

When cool enough to handle, cut into large chunks.
Thread potatoes, sausage and vegetables on skewers. Grill
over medium-high heat for about 10 minutes, turning
frequently and brushing with a little of herb mixture during
the last few minutes of cooking. Remove from grill and
place on platter; drizzle with remaining herb mixture. 

Nutrition Facts: Calories: 340; Fat: 18g; Cholesterol: 55mg;
Sodium: 680mg; Vitamin C: 200% daily value; Fiber: 4g;
Protein: 15g; Potassium: 682mg

Cookout Potatoes
Prep Time: 30 minutes | Grill Time: 60 minutes
Servings: 8

Non-stick cooking spray
1 medium onion, halved and thinly sliced

1 1/2 pounds Yukon gold potatoes, very thinly sliced
1 1/3 cups shredded low-fat sharp cheddar cheese

1/3 cup real bacon bits
1/3 cup chopped bell pepper (any color)
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt

Spray 9 x 9 x 2-inch foil pan liberally with nonstick cooking
spray. Place half the onions, potatoes, cheese, bacon bits,
bell pepper and garlic salt in pan. Repeat layers. Cover
tightly with foil; grill over medium heat for 1 hour, rotating
pan occasionally to avoid hot spots.

Nutrition Facts: Calories: 140; Fat: 2.5g; Cholesterol: 10mg;
Sodium: 370mg; Vitamin C: 45% daily value; Fiber: 1g;
Protein: 10g; Potassium: 720mg

ARIES (March 21 to April
19) Although you love being
the focus of attention, it’s a
good idea to take a few
steps back right now to just
watch the action. What you
see can help with an up-
coming decision.

TAURUS (April 20 to
May 20) “Caution” contin-
ues to be your watchword
this week, as a former col-
league tries to reconnect
old links. There are still
some dark places that need
to be illuminated.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) Making a good first im-
pression is important. Re-
vealing your often hidden
sense of humor can help
you get through some of the
more awkward situations.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) Taking that Cancer
Crab image too seriously?
Lighten up. Instead of com-
plaining about your prob-
lems, start resolving them.
A friend would be happy to
help.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) A
widening distance between
you and that special person
needs to be handled with
honesty and sensitivity.
Don’t let jealousy create an
even greater gap between
you two.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) Congratulations. Your
handling of a delicate fam-
ily matter rates kudos. But
no resting on your laurels
just yet. You still have to re-
solve that on-the-job prob-
lem.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) You might surprise
everyone by being unusu-
ally impulsive this week.
But even level-headed Li-
bras need to do the unex-
pected now and then. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov.
21) A period of turmoil
gives way to a calmer, more
settled environment. Use
this quieter time to patch
up neglected personal
and/or professional rela-
tionships.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
to Dec. 21) A new relation-
ship could create resent-
ment among family and
friends who feel left out of
your life. Show them you
care by making more time
for them.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to
Jan. 19) Concentrate on
completing all your unfin-
ished tasks before dead-
line. You’ll then be able to
use this freed-up time to
research new career op-
portunities.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) You’re right to try
to help colleagues resolve
their heated differences.
But keep your objectivity
and avoid showing any fa-
voritism ‘twixt the two
sides.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to
March 20) Your personal
life continues to show pos-
itive changes. Enjoy this
happy turn of events, by all
means. But be careful not
to neglect your workplace
obligations.

BORN THIS WEEK:
People of all ages look to
you for advice and encour-
agement. You would make
an excellent counselor.

© 2012 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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FAMILY FEATURES 

C
ookouts provide the

perfect opportunity to

gather friends and family

in the backyard for

quality time to celebrate

the season. When hosting, look to

delicious, wholesome ingredients and

recipes everyone will love. One great

go-to food that never disappoints is

the Wisconsin potato, and with five

varieties to choose from, these hearty

vegetables are easy to add to all your

favorite dishes. 

Get the facts about potatoes: 
Wisconsin potatoes offer a variety of

health benefits. In fact, one medium

potato (5.3 ounces with skin) contains:

� Only 110 calories, zero fat and

no gluten

� 45 percent of the daily value for

vitamin C, 10 percent of B6 and

8 percent of fiber

� As much or more potassium

(620mg) as spinach, broccoli 

or a banana

Find more health information, 

as well as recipes and purchasing 

and prepara tion tips, at

www.EatWisconsinPotatoes.com. 

Grilled Yellow Potato Planks
Prep Time: 15 minutes | Grill Time: 20 minutes
Servings: 4

3 tablespoons olive oil
1 clove garlic, minced
2 teaspoons finely chopped fresh 

rosemary leaves
1/2 teaspoon salt

1 1/2 pounds (about 4) unpeeled yellow 
potatoes, cut into 1/2-inch-thick slices

Preheat grill. 
Combine oil, garlic, rosemary and salt in dish.

Add potato slices and turn until well coated. 
Grill potatoes for 8 minutes or until soft. Turn

and continue grilling 10 minutes longer or until
cooked through. 

Remove from grill and serve.

Nutrition Facts: Calories: 280; Fat: 11g;
Cholesterol: 0mg; Sodium: 310mg; Vitamin C:
37% daily value; Fiber: 4g; Protein: 4g;
Potassium: 718mg

Know your varieties
There are five different types of
Wisconsin potatoes. Use this guide 
to purchase the right potato for your
favorite dishes:

� Russet — Best used for baked
dishes, or when making French 
fries or mashed potatoes; available
year-round.

� Round white — Great for casse -
roles, gratins, soups, salads or
roasted; available year-round.

� Round red — Best boiled, steamed,
roasted or served in salads; available
late summer to early fall.

� Yellow flesh — Can be baked,
mashed or roasted; available from
late summer to early spring.

� Blue and purple — Great for baked
dishes, microwaved or steamed;
available in the fall.

Grilled Potato Kabobs 
with Lemon Herb Drizzle
Prep Time: 20 minutes | Grill Time: 10 minutes
Servings: 6

Lemon-Herb Drizzle
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil

3 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons chopped fresh herbs (such as basil, 

rosemary, marjoram and sage)
1/2 teaspoon sea salt, or to taste

Juice of 1 fresh lemon
Freshly ground black pepper to taste

Potato Kabobs
1 pound russet potatoes, scrubbed
1 (12 ounce) package precooked chicken sausage, 

sliced 1/4-inch-thick on the diagonal
2 ears fresh corn, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 zucchini, sliced 1/4-inch-thick on the diagonal

Heat olive oil in small saucepan until very hot; remove from
heat and stir in garlic. Let cool, then stir in herbs, salt, lemon
juice and pepper; set aside. 

Place potatoes in medium microwave-safe bowl and cover
with lid or plastic wrap. If using plastic wrap, make sure
plastic wrap is not touching any ingredients and poke one
small hole in cover to vent. 

Microwave on high for 10 to 12 minutes or until potatoes
are tender (cooking time may vary depending on micro -
wave). Use oven mitts to carefully remove from microwave. 

When cool enough to handle, cut into large chunks.
Thread potatoes, sausage and vegetables on skewers. Grill
over medium-high heat for about 10 minutes, turning
frequently and brushing with a little of herb mixture during
the last few minutes of cooking. Remove from grill and
place on platter; drizzle with remaining herb mixture. 

Nutrition Facts: Calories: 340; Fat: 18g; Cholesterol: 55mg;
Sodium: 680mg; Vitamin C: 200% daily value; Fiber: 4g;
Protein: 15g; Potassium: 682mg

Cookout Potatoes
Prep Time: 30 minutes | Grill Time: 60 minutes
Servings: 8

Non-stick cooking spray
1 medium onion, halved and thinly sliced

1 1/2 pounds Yukon gold potatoes, very thinly sliced
1 1/3 cups shredded low-fat sharp cheddar cheese

1/3 cup real bacon bits
1/3 cup chopped bell pepper (any color)
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt

Spray 9 x 9 x 2-inch foil pan liberally with nonstick cooking
spray. Place half the onions, potatoes, cheese, bacon bits,
bell pepper and garlic salt in pan. Repeat layers. Cover
tightly with foil; grill over medium heat for 1 hour, rotating
pan occasionally to avoid hot spots.

Nutrition Facts: Calories: 140; Fat: 2.5g; Cholesterol: 10mg;
Sodium: 370mg; Vitamin C: 45% daily value; Fiber: 1g;
Protein: 10g; Potassium: 720mg

ARIES (March 21 to April
19) Although you love being
the focus of attention, it’s a
good idea to take a few
steps back right now to just
watch the action. What you
see can help with an up-
coming decision.

TAURUS (April 20 to
May 20) “Caution” contin-
ues to be your watchword
this week, as a former col-
league tries to reconnect
old links. There are still
some dark places that need
to be illuminated.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) Making a good first im-
pression is important. Re-
vealing your often hidden
sense of humor can help
you get through some of the
more awkward situations.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) Taking that Cancer
Crab image too seriously?
Lighten up. Instead of com-
plaining about your prob-
lems, start resolving them.
A friend would be happy to
help.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) A
widening distance between
you and that special person
needs to be handled with
honesty and sensitivity.
Don’t let jealousy create an
even greater gap between
you two.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) Congratulations. Your
handling of a delicate fam-
ily matter rates kudos. But
no resting on your laurels
just yet. You still have to re-
solve that on-the-job prob-
lem.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) You might surprise
everyone by being unusu-
ally impulsive this week.
But even level-headed Li-
bras need to do the unex-
pected now and then. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov.
21) A period of turmoil
gives way to a calmer, more
settled environment. Use
this quieter time to patch
up neglected personal
and/or professional rela-
tionships.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22
to Dec. 21) A new relation-
ship could create resent-
ment among family and
friends who feel left out of
your life. Show them you
care by making more time
for them.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to
Jan. 19) Concentrate on
completing all your unfin-
ished tasks before dead-
line. You’ll then be able to
use this freed-up time to
research new career op-
portunities.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) You’re right to try
to help colleagues resolve
their heated differences.
But keep your objectivity
and avoid showing any fa-
voritism ‘twixt the two
sides.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to
March 20) Your personal
life continues to show pos-
itive changes. Enjoy this
happy turn of events, by all
means. But be careful not
to neglect your workplace
obligations.

BORN THIS WEEK:
People of all ages look to
you for advice and encour-
agement. You would make
an excellent counselor.

© 2012 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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West Marion Messenger
8810 W. State Road 200, suite 104,

Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail
editor@westmarionmessenger.com Opinion

� Among Friends �

� On Point �

Taking up a cause in the future
Amendments
are long and
complicated

Last week we told you that voting
early might be the answer to
avoid long lines on Election

Day. The main culprit, we noted, was
the choice of yes or no on the 11 pro-
posed amendments to the Florida
Constitution.

When you get your ballot, you’ll see
that the last amendment is No. 12.
However, Amendment 7 was stricken
from the ballot by the courts and is
covered by No. 8, hence the total of 11
on the ballot.

Each week, we’re going to add our
own assessment of the amendments
published that week.

Amendment 1 is, in our opinion, a
waste of time. If it passes, it says that
Floridians can-
not be forced to
purchase health
care, as man-
dated by Oba-
macare.

However, the Supreme Court has
already ruled that the mandate is
constitutional, and that would super-
sede state law, so it doesn’t really mat-
ter if this amendment passes or not.

The only way that people would not
be required to take part in the insur-
ance would be to elect a Republican
president and Senate, along with the
House of Representatives, and then
have Obamacare repealed.

Some people think that’s possible,
but we doubt it. In our minds, a Rom-
ney win is still possible, but a change
in the Senate is far more unlikely.

Amendment 2 involves a tax break
for veterans, giving an extra home-
stead exemption to disabled vets who
did not live here when they joined the
military.

It’s hard to find fault with some-
thing like this, but read carefully the
part about the financial impact, and
ask yourself if the state can handle
any more loss of tax revenue. We
think not.

No one should be against helping
veterans, especially disabled vets, but
the question is how much we are will-
ing to bear financially. We’ll stay neu-
tral on this one, but advise you to
think it over carefully.

Next week we’ll take on some more.
There are other exemption requests
to be covered down the road. Stay
tuned. 

Our Message
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Editorial

Guest column

Supporting schools or
supporting education?

BY JIM FLYNN

An indicator of our cultural decline
is loose use of what is left of the
English language. Editorials and

letters to editors about voter rejection of
the tax referenda on the August primary
ballot exemplified confusion about the
difference between “schools” and “edu-
cation.” “School” is an institution at
which instruction is provided. 

Confusion occurs when we express con-
cern about what’s wrong with our schools.
Most citizens care about the current state
of public education. Even our least edu-
cated citizens know education is instruc-
tion which passes on knowledge, or
training intended to develop skills.
Knowledge and training were passed
down for centuries without benefit of
today’s campuses, staffs, and political hi-
erarchies. 

Voters didn’t support the schools/edu-
cation referenda on the August primary
ballot because American taxpayers have
caught on that the public education hier-
archy is first and foremost a self-interest
organization. 

In the not distant past education think
tanks suggested children couldn’t learn
without balanced nutrition. School lunch
programs became learning necessities.
Some time later, after satisfaction that
lunches were enhancing academic
achievement, elite thinkers suggested the
negative effects of poverty could and
should be mitigated by school breakfast
programs. 

Despite the benefits of meals and social
services provided at schools, public edu-
cation is in dismal condition, which is ex-
acerbated by our weak economy and our
national epidemic of dysfunctional fami-
lies. 

We wouldn’t be surprised to hear a se-
rious suggestion from Washington that
public education could be further im-
proved by dinners at school. Three nutri-
tious meals accompanied by after school
tutoring and counseling may yet be con-
sidered remedies for lack of parental in-
spiration, supervision, and literacy. Think
tanks, colleges of education, and their po-
litical patrons will continue to come up
with suggestions in the name of educa-
tional improvements, accompanied by ap-
peals for additional funding - as always. 

U.S. Department of Education, bureau-
crats are working currently on a goal of
“common standards” for all states, even
though several federal laws prohibit
Washington from mandating, directing, or
controlling any state’s education agency
or school curriculum. 

Education bureaucrats see federal laws
as temporary inconveniences which in-
terfere with their control agenda and the
interests of their self-serving professional
organizations. We wouldn’t be surprised
if the Department of Education requested
authority to classify their deliberations as
top secret.

Is public education really so self-inter-
ested? Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft,
who has invested $4 billion in U.S. educa-
tion projects says: “Most people don’t re-
alize how bad the situation has become.”
We’ve never had a system that identifies
great teaching, so we can pass on the
skills to others. Educator organizations
cringe at the prospect of evaluation.

Should we believe Bill Gates’ observa-
tions and experience as a benefactor of
public education or the Department of
Education, which seeks to dictate all as-
pects of public education as quietly as
possible? Mr. Gates’ interest is self-
funded, and not self-serving. 

Reader Opinions Invited
� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the opinions

of the editorial board of the newspaper.
� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not necessar-

ily represent the opinion of the editorial board.
� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to the

editor and guest columns.
� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community name,

including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be printed; phone
numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good taste.
Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed on a
space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per week. The
deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road 200,
suite 104, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com.
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 “We chose FPC of Ocala because 
 of the wide diversity of ages and 
 ministries and because of our new 
 church’s generous commitment to 
 local and international mission”
 ~ OTOW residents from Michigan

 Welcome to the
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 CHURCH OF OCALA
 511 SE 3rd St 

 (In historic district. Stay on SR 
 200 into town and then turn 

 right on 3rd St.)

 Faithfully serving 
 Jesus Christ in 

 Marion Co. and the 
 world since 1857 
 and still growing!

 629-7561
 www.fpcocala.org
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 Christ Anglican Church
 950 N.W. 70th Street (SR 326)

 Ocala, Florida 34475
 352-351-8059

 www.cac-ocala.org

 Service  &  Sunday School
 10:00 a.m.
 Visitors Are

 Always Welcom e
 The Only Church of the True

 1928 Book of Common Prayer
 (Episcopal) 00

0C
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2

 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Weekly Activities
 Wednesday Bible Study . . 7:00 pm

 S ENIOR  P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS
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 CARDS AND GIFTS

 Best Selection of Greeting Cards in Marion 
 County - Always 50% Off

 S TORE  352-854-1970  • F AX  352-854-6186
 M ON . - S AT . 8:30 AM  - 5:00 PM

 8449 SW SR  200, O CALA
 F RIENDSHIP  C ENTER

 P OST  O FFICE   • F AX  • C OPIES
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 Charlie Green
 Pastor

 351-1106
 1700 NW 60th Ave.

 Ocala
 www.newlifeocala.com

 Sunday 
 10:30am

 Wednesday 
 7:00pm

 is discovered through      worshiping together
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 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Rev. Matthew Walter
 Asst. Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 7:30 am

 Rite II – 8:50 & 11:15 am
 Children’s Church – 8:50 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary  C
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Jim Clark

Editor

Newspaper people, at least those
who work for reputable organiza-
tions, have some rules and stan-

dards to follow. One of those states that
employees shouldn’t get involved in back-
ing any political causes or candidates, no
bumper stickers, etc.

That’s a good rule. You generally want
your newspaper people to be neutral in
coverage, and keep opinions to the opin-
ion pages.

But I guarantee that the moment I’m
finished working at a newspaper, I’m
going to take up a cause, pushing for a fed-
eral law change and a state constitutional
amendment.

My amendment would read as follows:
The Do-Not-Call Registry shall apply to
all politicians and political causes.

Let’s face it, we can’t count on our leg-
islators to expand the do-not-call list,
since they are the biggest violators.

I have to admit, when I answer the
phone at home now, if it’s a recording, I
hang up after about five words. My wife’s
a little more patient. She’ll listen for a
while before hanging up. But it’s annoy-
ing when we’re sitting there watching a
TV show or eating dinner (or both), and
we have to interrupt our train of thought
to answer the phone.

When you derail my train of thought, it’s
very hard for me to get back on track.

So I definitely want to stop the phone

calls, which obviously are going to persist
until Nov. 6 (during the primary I re-
ceived a call just an hour before the polls
were supposed to close).

I wanted to put another rule into place,
so that when the Caller ID says “blocked”
or “unknown,” I just simply do not an-
swer. But then I discovered that the cell
phones of some people I know come
across as “unknown,” so I really can’t do
that. Evidently Caller ID has not kept up
with the cell phone boom. 

Besides, some of these political calls
come in with Caller ID numbers with out-
of-state area codes, making them look le-
gitimate.

So for now, I’ll just live with it. But be
forewarned, politicians. If I ever retire,
I’ll be out on the corner getting petitions
signed to expand the do-not-call list. I’m
coming after you, and I don’t think I’ll
have any trouble getting it passed.

Jim Clark is the editor of the West Mar-
ion Messenger. 

tion,” featuring the KOS flute section; and, fea-
turing the KOS clarinet section, “Pie in the
Face Polka,” from the motion picture The
Great Race, among others. 

For information, call 352-624-9291 or visit
http://kingdomofthesunband.org. Donations
are cheerfully accepted.

Palm Cay Craft Fair 

On Oct. 6, Palm Cay will conduct its craft fair,
which is open to the public.

The fair will be from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
clubhouse. 

There will be a baked good sale going on at
the same time and also a quilt raffle. 

The kitchen will be open from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. to buy a hot dog and drink for lunch. 

Vendors wanted by church

Crossroads Church, 8070 S.W. 60th Ave., will
host a yard sale on Saturday, Oct. 6, 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. 

Families and vendors can rent a space, the
size of two parking spaces for $10. Tables are
available for an additional $5. Call 352-509-
4141 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to save a place.

Two-day yard sale at garden club site

The Pioneer Garden Club will conduct its
annual indoor yard sale on Oct. 6-7 from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. each day. 

There will be clothes, toys, household items,
kitchen goods and plant, among other things.

The site is the Pioneer Garden Club, 4331 E.
Silver Springs Blvd., Ocala. Website is pio-
neergardenclub.org.

Yoga at Sholom Park

Come and join us for a beautiful yoga class in
the peace park, which begins promptly at 9
a.m.

For further information, call Ingrid at 352-
854-7950.

Saturday, Oct. 6
Blessing of the animals

The seventh annual blessing of the animals
will take place at Joy Lutheran Church on Sat-
urday, Oct. 6 at 1:30 p.m. in the Memorial Gar-
den.

Pastor Ed Holloway will conduct the service.
The public is welcome to bring their dogs, cats,
horses, sheep, birds, and etc. to receive the
blessing. Owners must be able to control their
pets.

Joy Lutheran Church is at 7045 S.W. 83rd
Place at State Road 200, Ocala. For more in-
formation call 352-854-4509 ext 221.

Sunday, Oct. 7
Annual historic home tour

The Historic Ocala Preservation Society’s
annual historic home tour, featuring the 100th
anniversary of one home, will be Sunday, Oct.
7, from noon to 5 p.m. The Tour will be cen-
tered around Bryant Park.

For ticket information, call 352-351-1861.

Monday, Oct. 8
Twirlers to teach square dance

Fun and friendship set to music is what
square dancing is. The Ocala Twirlers club is
starting a beginners’ class for new dancers on
Oct. 8 at 12:45 p.m.

The club meets at Ocala West United
Methodist Church, 9330 S.W. 105th St., west-
bound just past Pine Run. The church is about
a half-mile from the intersection.

Call Tom Warren at 352-237-6416 or Norm
Barnes at 352-873-1734 for information

Tuesday, Oct. 9
Candidate forums scheduled

Candidate forums will be held on Tuesday,
Oct. 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the Circle Square Cultural
Center, 8395 S.W. 80th St., Ocala.

Candidates for Marion County races (com-
mission seats for districts 1,3,5; sheriff, super-
visor of elections, and superintendent of
schools) have accepted the League’s invitation

to participate in this forum hosted by the Mar-
ion County League of Women Voters. The event
is open to the public.

Woman’s Clubs to meet

The GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala Day
Group will meet Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 11:45 a.m. at
the Elks Club, 702 N.E. 25th Ave., Ocala, for
lunch, a program and a business meeting. The
speaker will be Dyer Michell. a retired health
care professional, who will discuss the refer-
endum on the November ballot concerning a
bond issue for the Munroe Regional Medical
Center. 

Luncheon reservations are requested.
Please call Mary Knight at 352-347-3975 by
Thursday night, the 4th. All women in the area
are welcome.

The GFWC Woman’s Club of Ocala Evening
Group will meet Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. at the
Elks Lodge, 702 N.E. 25th Ave., Ocala, for a pro-
gram and business meeting.

In observance of National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, the speakers will be Hayley
Creasey of Ocala Health System and represen-
tatives of Advanced Imaging Centers and
Michelle-O-Gram. 

Reservations are not necessary. All ladies
are invited to attend.

Thursday, Oct. 11 
Federal retirees to gather

The National Association of Retired Federal
Employees, Chapter 2279 of Ocala, and their
spouses, will meet at the Olive Garden Restau-
rant, Oct. 11, at 1 p.m. for lunch and a meeting
afterward. 

This month a representative of Blue Cross,
Blue Shield will be the speaker.

Any members in the area are welcomed. 

Saturday, Oct. 13
Flying Wallendas at Circle Square 

Celebrate the change of the seasons with Cir-
cle Square Commons on Saturday, Oct. 13, from
4 to 9 p.m. with the famed Flying Wallendas, a
tribute to the queen of Country music Shania
Twain, amazing jugglers, delicious food, tal-
ented craft vendors and a pumpkin patch!

HAPPENINGS
continued from Page 4

Read the

classifieds

Please use our e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com

Human trafficking
conference set

Women at Risk Interna-
tional presents a confer-
ence on human trafficking
Saturday, Oct. 6, from 9 a.m.
to noon at College Road
Baptist Church, 5010 S.W.
State Road 200, Ocala.

The conference is free,
but you should register on-
line at careconferenceo-
cala.eventbrite.com or by
calling 352-875-5084.

Guest speakers include
representatives from the
Florida Coalition Against
Human Trafficking and the
Marion County Sheriff ’s
Office Human Trafficking
Task Forrce.



Thursday, Oct. 4
Support for caregivers

A Caregivers Support Group meets at 10 a.m. in the li-
brary of the Queen of Peace Catholic Church on State
Road 200 each first and third Thursday of the month. All
in need of information, comfort and support are wel-
come to attend. Call Catherine at 352-873-0829 for more
details.

Friday Oct. 5
Back to Back Solid Gold at Moose

A local favorite is providing music with guitar, saxo-
phone and voice to entertain at the West Marion Moose
Lodge, Oct. 5 and 6 (Friday and Saturday). Solid Gold
plays all the old time favorites specializing in all the
songs we grew up with. Solid Gold is also great dance

music. Dinners are from 5 to 8 p.m., fish or shrimp Friday
and spaghetti dinner on Saturday, entertainment and
dancing 6 until 10 p.m.

West Marion Moose Lodge 2356, open for members
and qualified guests is at 10411 S.W. 110th St., one mile
north of State Road 200 across from Oak Run entrance.
Phone is 352-854-2200.

Dinner and concert

“Durant,” 2008 MCA Awards Group of the Year, six
young people who share a passion for music and praise
and will perform their unique gospel concert after a light
dinner is served. A love offering will be taken. 6:30 p.m.

Christ’s Church of Marion County is at 6768 S.W. 80th
St. (off State Road 200), Ocala. Call 352-861-6182 or
www.ccomc.org.

Saturday, Oct. 6
Quarterly reading of deceased vets

Members of the Daughters of the American Revolution
will read the names of local veterans who have passed
away during the previous three months when the Quar-

terly Memorial Reading takes place at the Ocala-Marion
County Veterans Park on Saturday, Oct. 6, at 10 a.m.
Those members are Tevis Fitzpatrick, Jean Brown, Bev-
erly Fritz, Trish Kilgore, Sonja Wheelis, and Roberta
Abraben. 

The Colors will be posted and retired by Belleview
High School ROTC, and the gun salute performed by
members of Marion County Sheriff ’s Office. Kevin Chris-
tian, of the Marion County School System, will perform
two songs during the ceremony. 

Among others taking part in the ceremony will be
event organizer Wilbur Julius, Marion County Veterans
Services Director Jeffrey Askew, and Undersheriff Dan
Kuhn.

Lions Club holding pancake breakfast

The Ocala 200 Lions Club is holding a pancake break-
fast and outside yard sale on Saturday, Oct. 6, at the Lions
Clubhouse, 20826 S.W. Walnut St., Dunnellon.

Breakfast is from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and the $5 dona-
tion includes juice, sausage, pancakes and coffee. For
coffee only, the cost is $1. 

This event takes place the first Saturday of the month
from September until June. All proceeds benefit local
charities.

Chess Club to meet

The chess club that formed at the Freedom Public Li-
brary meets the first Saturday of the month, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Grab your board and chess pieces and come on down.
Interested persons are invited to attend for a rousing

game of chess.
It’s your move! For more information, call Ron at 352-

873-2276.

Kingdom of the Sun band two-day concert

The Kingdom of the Sun Concert Band announces its
October concert series, “You Can’t Stop the Beat” sched-
uled for Saturday, Oct. 6 at 2 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 7, at 3
p.m., at the Marion Technical Institute, 1614 S.E. Fort
King St., Ocala.

All performances are free and open to the public.
Musical selections include: “Stevie Wonder in Con-

cert;” ”Selections from Hairspray;” ”American Overture
for Band;” George & Ira Gershwin’s “Someone to Watch
Over Me,” featuring vocalist Marcia Muncaster; “Fluta
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 Senior Expo
 Presented by the Heart of Florida Chapter 
 of the Florida State Guardianship Association.

 Friday, October 5, 2012, 9AM-2PM
 Central Florida College 
 Ewers Center Klein Hall 
 Admission is free.

 Senior Expo Sponsors:
 • Better at Home 
 • Concordis Senior Living 
 • D&B Hearing Solutions 
 • Hawthorne Village
 • Home Instead Senior Care 
 • Hospice of Marion County 
 • Quiet Oaks Assisted Living 
 • Windsor of Ocala 

 What is a Guardian?
 Governor Scott has proclaimed October as Florida 
 Guardianship Month. 

 Well just what is a Guardian?
 Great question – we hear that often. Professional guardians 
 are nationally certified and are appointed by the court to 
 care for: 
 • Persons who are unable to care for themselves 
 • Persons who may be vulnerable or exploited by those around them 
 • Persons who have no others willing or able to care for them

 Guardians are required to ensure that their wards reside in the “least restrictive 
 protected environment ”including, if possible, their own home. Guardians 
 secure and protect assets, pay bills, ensure proper medical, mental and dental 
 care. Guardians report regularly to the court with plans of care for each of their 
 wards and status of the ward’s assets. 
 Guardians ensure that each of 
 their wards is treated with respect 
 and dignity. If you would like more 
 information, please call our local 
 “Heart of Florida Guardianship 
 chapter” at 352 307-6900. 
 This notice has been sponsored by the Heart of Florida chapter of the Florida 
 State Guardianship Association.

 PAINTING

 352-875-7433
 875-7041

 Interior & Exterior
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 22 Yrs. of Excellent Local References

 • Painting     • Carpentry
 • Wall Repairs & Textures

 • Popcorn Removal & Repairs
 • Stucco Repairs
 • Prompt Service

 A L  C AS T ANO

  P AINTING ,    I NC . P AINTING ,   I NC .

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 00
0C

S
T

Z

 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 ONSTRUCTION
 RAY  RAY RAYCCC

 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION
 Crayconst.com Crayconst.com Crayconst.com

 “Trade in

 your old vinyl 

 windows for   

 acrylic or

    glass”

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING   16’ x 7’ SLIDING  16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE GARAGE GARAGE
 SCREEN SCREEN SCREEN
 DOOR DOOR DOOR

 Florida Window Medics,  Inc.
 Screen Rooms
 Acrylic & Glass Rooms
 Rescreens
 Broken Glass

 Replacement Windows
 Gutters
 Foggy Windows
 Cement

 Sliding Glass Door Repair
 Call & speak directly

 to the owner
 David Heath
 Comp. #5524

 352 484-5697

 WINDOW REPAIRS

 000CSW9

   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD   �   INSTALLING NEW
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES
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 VILLAGES
 COMPUTER & REPAIR (352) 237-4852     email: villagescomputer@yahoo.com

 Next to the neighborhood Storage on SR200 across from the Jasmine Plaza

 • Computer Repair • Custom  Building • Computer Classes  • Free Diagnostics 
  • Data Recovery • Networking In Store Service or at Your Location

 FREE Service Calls
 to your house or business  with this ad

 7256 SW 62nd Ave., Suite 5, Ocala, FL 34476

 John M. Boyett, Jr.

 Financial Advisor 

 Free Investment Reviews
 352-237-2008 • 800-757-3129

 8441 SW Hwy. 200, Ste. 119 • Ocala Fl  34481
 www.edwardjones.com

 Member SIP C

 000CM85
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 PLUMBING

 EPA Lead Certification #NAT-113266-1
 OSHA 10 #1216933

 Fla. Lic. #CFC1427666

 804-9165

 Associated P lumbing and Pipe

 From Bathroom Remodeling 
 to Fixing Leaky Faucets, 

 and installing 
 Bliss Walk-in Tubs

 Residential and Commercial

  R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS
 • Operates in conjunction with
   your garage door
 • Gives privacy, heat reduction
   and air circulation

 • 80% protection from UV rays
 • Can be operated in a power failure
 • Will fit arched doorways

 TRANSFORM   TRANSFORM  TRANSFORM 
 

 
YOUR GARAGE YOUR GARAGE YOUR GARAGE

 GARAGE DOORS

 352-347-9198
 STEVE GRINDLE’S

 High quality PVC 
 screen available in  6 

 attractive colors.

 www.RetractScreen.com
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed • 
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2012

 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $ 39 95
 Call for details

 Balentine’s
 Landscaping, Inc.

 (352) 873-4888
 Bruce Balentine

 �  Licensed & Insured  �

 Professional Landscape 
 Design & Installation

 Landscape Maintenance 
 Sodding

 FREE ESTIMATES  00
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 LANDSCAPING

 000CHIZ

 Price includes Golf Cart & Tax
 coupon good 09/12/2012 - 10/14/2012

 (not valid with others offers)

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up of 

 entire
 sprinkler system!

   $ 30
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 LAWN/HOME
 Roy’s  Lawn 

 & Home Services
 • Tree Trimming
 • Sod Installations
 • Pressure Washing

 F REE  E STIMATES
 Lic/Ins

  352-342-4444 352-342-4444 352-342-4444

 CERAMIC TILE

 Lawson Tile
     • Floors
  • Walls

 • Tub & Shower Remodel
 • Back Splash
 Reasonable Rates

 34 years Experience

 (352) 229-5548
 Licensed & Insured
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger
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 Fred Harper

 MEDICARE
 OPTIONS

 Which Plans work
 best for you? A  Senior  Helping Seniors!

 An experienced agent can help you decide 
 which plan works best for your needs.
 352-615-2427 • HARPER4807@YAHOO.COM

The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper covering
news of communities west of Ocala including Fore Ranch, Stone Creek,
Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow,
Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in Ocala, Fla.,
34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed above and
the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are having trouble getting the
paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and SR 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
(352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 854-9277

8810 S.W. State Road 200, Suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481

• Editor - Jim Clark
• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers

• Inside Sales/Office Coordinator - Michel Northsea
• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean and Susie Mirabile

• Regional Manager - John Provost

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-854-3986 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com

Community news and photos must be received by
Friday the week before publication. Mail and photos

may be left at the Messenger office in Kingsland
Plaza. All contributions are subject to editing for

clarity, taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader Ads
4 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday

OK, I know they say
that “time flies,” but
did September have

supersonic speed? It feels
like we just celebrated
Labor Day and now it’s
time for Oktoberfest. The
celebration this year will
be on Monday, Oct. 15, with
a meal of brats, hot dogs,
sauerkraut, baked beans,
and other side dishes. Fol-
lowing the meal we will
have our yearly auction.
You are asked to bring a
wrapped gift to donate for

Getting into October and the fall weather
this event. Tickets are still
available from Kathy Voss
and Theresa Yoders. 

Now that the nights are
getting a little cool, the
water in the pool is not
warm enough for some of
us. However, it is still open
and refreshing for many.
For those who want to ex-
ercise inside, Mary
Zdarsky’s classes began on
Oct. 1. They meet every
Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday at 9 a.m.

Mark your calendars
with some of the upcoming
events: The first Friday
poolside gathering is this
Friday, the 5th.

The Ladies Luncheon for
October will be at The Attic
on Friday, the 12th. Please
make your reservations
with Marion Gartman or
Pat Tobin.

The Red Hot Fillies will
be going to Circle Square at
On Top of the World on Sat-
urday, the 13th. This is the
Junior League Autumn Gift
Market and craft fair.
Check the QM Reporter for
more details.

Have you noticed the

“new” driveway at the
clubhouse? It appears to
have corrected the prob-
lem of the standing water.
Even after the heavy rains
of the past few weeks,
there is no standing water
at the end of the drives.

If you are a “walker” and
like to take a walk at night,
please use a flashlight
and/or have on reflective
clothing. It’s getting dark
earlier and without lights
on our streets, it’s very
hard to see someone walk-
ing – especially if you are
wearing dark clothing.

The mystery of what is
going into the old Barbizon
Restaurant building
(which was an Eckerd’s
earlier) has been solved. A

Dollar Tree store will be
the new occupant. The
store is set to open on Mon-
day, Oct. 8. 

If you haven’t yet regis-
tered to vote, you have
until Oct. 9. You can regis-
ter at any tax collectors lo-
cation i.e. Jasmine Plaza or
any library. Early voting
begins Oct. 27 and ends on
Nov. 3. This can be done at
the Supervisor of Elections
office, or any Marion
County library. The hours
for early voting are: Oct. 27
and 28 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Oct. 29 to Nov. 2 – 7 a.m. to 7
p.m.; and the final day Nov.
3, the hours will be from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. The Quail
Meadow Clubhouse will
once again be used as a vot-

ing precinct on the regular
Election Day – Nov. 6. 

Just as I was completing
this article, the news of the
death of Andy Williams
came across my computer.
I’m sure many of us have
danced to and/or sung to
his rendition of Moon
River. The Iowa-born
Williams began singing
professionally as a boy
with his three older broth-
ers in the 1930s. He went
solo when the quartet

broke up in the early 50s. A
popular feature of
Williams’ TV program was
the annual Christmas
show, on which he would
be surrounded by his own
family members. Williams
said he never tired of
singing “Moon River,”
whose melody he consid-
ered “beautiful” and
whose lyrics he called
“timeless.” Too bad we
don’t have music like this
today! 

Carolyn
Slocumb

QUAIL
MEADO W

Marion County Public
Schools is the first Florida
school district to offer a
new mobile app to stu-
dents, parents, employees,
and others seeking school
information.

The district is customiz-
ing and testing the app
now. The free app, called
School Connect, is avail-
able in the Apple and An-
droid app stores to users of
smart phones and other
app-enabled devices. 

Once users download the
free app, they can choose
to receive “push” notifica-
tions from any school. Sim-
ilar to text messages, these
notifications can be imme-
diate in case of an emer-
gency. In the future, they
may also remind sub-
scribers about early re-
lease days, events, athletic
competitions, club meet-
ings, and other district and
school functions.

The app, provided free to
the district and users at no
taxpayer expense, links to
the Parent Portal with stu-
dent grades, school lunch
menus, school addresses
and contact information,
school web sites, and edu-
cation-related resources. It
also provides GPS mapping
and navigation links and
multiple language options
including Spanish. 

The app was created by
School Connect, an Okla-
homa-based mobile app
developer for K-12 school
systems. Within 24 hours of
its initial launch in October
2011, School Connect was a
Top 25 free app at the
Apple store. To date, the
app is available in 93
school districts in eight
states including Florida.

The app will enhance
Marion County Public
Schools’ efforts to improve
communications with par-
ents, students, employees,
and other stakeholders. 

Mobile app offered by schools
For more information,

contact my office directly
or scan the QR code above.
You can also visit
www.schoolconnectapps.co
m for more details. 

Read the

classifieds

Happenings

Please see HAPPENINGS, Page 5



may allow veterans to stay
in their homes longer as
they age. It might also stim-
ulate the housing market
by persuading veterans to
move to Florida.

Arguments against:
Opponents say state and

local governments face
mounting budget shortfalls
in part because of dimin-
ished property tax returns
brought about by the col-
lapse of the housing mar-
ket. Schools and local
governments need to main-
tain the tax base or con-
sider cuts to public
services.

Should disabled veterans
who move to Florida get a 
property tax discount?

Amendment 2 relaxes
the eligibility require-
ments for an existing prop-
erty tax discount offered to
disabled veterans. Cur-
rently, disabled veterans
who meet the following
four requirements are eli-
gible for a property tax dis-
count commensurate with
the degree of their disabil-
ity: 1) current Florida resi-
dent; 2) 65 or older; 3)
disabled in combat; 4)
Florida resident when they
entered the military. If
passed, Amendment 2
would eliminate that
fourth eligibility require-
ment.

As an example of how
the current disability dis-
count works, a veteran eli-
gible for the discount with
a 50 percent disability can
claim 50 percent off the as-
sessed value of his home.
Roughly 1,200 veterans re-
ceived that discount in
2010, allowing them to sub-
tract, on average, $24,000
from their home’s value
before property taxes were
calculated.

This proposed amend-
ment would give that same
tax break to veterans, age
65 and older, who were dis-
abled in combat but living
in another state when they
entered the military so
long as they now claim
Florida residency. It is dif-
ficult to estimate how
many disabled veterans
would qualify for the dis-
count under the relaxed
standards, but the state es-
timates that the tax rev-
enues school districts and
local governments would
lose if Amendment 2
passes is roughly $15 mil-
lion combined over the
first three years.

State lawmakers say the
cost is worth it. “This bill
provides relief to our
state’s aging combat-in-
jured veterans,” state Sen.
Mike Bennett, R-Braden-
ton, said in a press release.
“Our older veterans made
great sacrifices for our
country, although many did
not live in the Sunshine
State at the time they en-
tered the military. As they
age and struggle with serv-
ice-related disabilities, this
bill will help alleviate their
financial challenges.”

The measure won unani-
mous approval in the state
Senate and House. There
is no known organized op-
position to the proposed
amendment. As with all
proposed amendments,
passage requires the ap-
proval by 60 percent or

more of the voters. If
passed, Amendment 2 goes
into effect on Jan. 1, 2013.

Current Law
Florida has a long his-

tory of offering property
tax breaks to its permanent
residents. One of those tax
breaks allows a home-
owner to claim a $50,000
tax exemption on their pri-
mary residence, what is
commonly known as a
homesteaded property.
That amount is subtracted
from the assessed value of
the home before property
taxes are calculated,
thereby reducing the tax
bill. This form of tax relief
is reserved for primary
residences, meaning the
owner must live in the
home the majority of the
year and not claim any
other residence as a pri-
mary residence.

Additionally, the state of-
fers several property tax
breaks to military veterans
disabled while in the serv-
ice:

Veterans of any age with
at least a 10 percent dis-
ability incurred while in
active military service (no
matter where they lived
when they entered the mil-
itary) can deduct $5,000
from the value of their
property before taxes are
calculated (in addition to
the $50,000 exemption of-
fered to all owners of
homesteaded property).

health care provider is re-
quired to perform or pro-
vide; affect which health
care services are permit-
ted by law; prohibit care
provided pursuant to gen-
eral law relating to work-
ers’ compensation; affect
laws or rules in effect as of
March 1, 2010; affect the
terms or conditions of any
health care system to the
extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the
effect of punishing a per-
son or an employer for pay-
ing directly for lawful
health care services or a
health care provider for
accepting direct payment
from a person or an em-
ployer for lawful health
care services; or affect any
general law passed by two-
thirds vote of the member-
ship of each house of the
Legislature, passed after
the effective date of the
amendment, provided
such law states with speci-
ficity the public necessity
justifying the exceptions
from the provisions of the
amendment. The amend-
ment expressly provides
that it may not be con-
strued to prohibit negoti-
ated provisions in
insurance contracts, net-
work agreements, or other
provider agreements con-
tractually limiting copay-
ments, coinsurance,
deductibles, or other pa-
tient charges.

Arguments for: 
Supporters of this pro-

posed amendment say the
federal government cannot
force people to purchase
health insurance, and this
amendment is an attempt
to protect Floridians from
that requirement in the
federal health care act
passed in 2010. They say
voting for this measure
would send a message that
Congress overstepped its

authority.

Arguments against: 
Opponents say that de-

spite its stated intention,
this proposed amendment
will not allow Floridians to
opt out of the requirement
that all Americans pur-
chase health insurance.
The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled on June 28, 2012, that
the federal requirement to
purchase insurance is con-
stitutional.

Should the state attempt to
ban governments from 
requiring the purchase 
of health insurance?

Amendment 1 is an at-
tempt to exempt Floridi-
ans from a provision in the
federal health care law
known as the “individual
mandate,” which requires
all Americans to have
health insurance by 2014
or face financial penalties.

The proposal also at-
tempts to exempt employ-
ers and health care
providers from penalties
or taxes that the govern-
ment might impose for fail-
ing to pay for health
insurance. In part, the pro-
posal reads, “Proposing an
amendment to the State
Constitution to prohibit
laws or rules from com-
pelling any person or em-
ployer to purchase, obtain,
or otherwise provide for
health care coverage.”

The amendment’s sup-
porters say the individual
mandate is an overreach of
federal authority. “This
proposed constitutional
amendment is about an in-
dividual’s right to make his
own health care decisions
without interference from
the federal government,”
former state Senate Presi-
dent Mike Haridopolos, R-
Merritt Island, told The
New American in January

2011. “It also sends a mes-
sage to Washington D.C.
that its one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to health care does-
n’t work.” Opponents say
the proposed amendment
is more about politics than
law. 

If Amendment 1 were to
pass, its legal standing and
significance remain ques-
tionable. Legal scholars
mostly agree that the fate
of the individual mandate
rests not with the states but
with the U.S. Supreme
Court, which ruled in June
2012 that the individual
mandate is constitutional.
Now that the nation’s high-
est court has ruled, the
passage or defeat of
Amendment 1 has no prac-
tical implications other
than to send a message that
a majority of Florida’s vot-
ers are either for or against
the individual mandate.

State lawmakers voted
largely along party lines in
deciding to place the pro-
posal on the ballot, with
Republicans voting for and
Democrats against. As with
all proposed amendments,
passage requires approval
from 60 percent or more of
the voters. 

History
Following his election in

2008, President Obama an-
nounced his intention to
establish a national health
care system that provides
access to health insurance
for every American. In
March 2010, he signed a
health care act into law
that, among other things,
required all Americans to
purchase insurance by
2014 or face a financial
penalty – the so-called in-
dividual mandate. 

Why the individual man-
date? 

Without it, the number of
premium-paying, healthy
policyholders may not
reach the critical mass
needed to cover the costs
associated with providing
care to every American.
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 *D0150, D0274, D1110. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse  to 
 pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any other service, examination, or treatment that is perfo rmed 
 as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee,  or 
 reduced fee services, examination, or treatment. Cosmetic dentistry is not recognized as a specialty  area 
 by the American Dental Association or the Florida Board of Dentistry. Some restrictions may apply.

 ADULTS & 
 CHILDREN 
 WELCOME

 CHECK UP and 
 CLEANINGS

 NEW PATIENTS
 & EMERGENCIES

 WELCOME
 Hablamos Español

 CALL
 TODAY 00
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 Most Insurances Accepted – 
 Accepting: Chase Health Advance And Care C redit

 5445 Commercial Way, Spring Hill
 CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON US 19

 352-596-9900
 Amir Akel, DMD 

 www.akeldental.com

 • SAME DAY
    APPOINTMENTS
 • DISCOUNT FOR
    CASH PAYING

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations Accommodations

 for Your Pet for Your Pet
 “Tour our unique “Tour our unique
 facility and you facility and you
 be the judge!” be the judge!”
 352-861-4566 352-861-4566

  Boarding             Grooming Boarding       Grooming

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com www.palmettokennels.com
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 Kennel
 Pet Sitting

 Kennel
 Grooming
 Pet Sitting

  Look for us Look for us Look for us
 on Facebook on Facebook on Facebook

 R AMUNNO  L AW  F IRM ,  P . A .
 Lorenzo Ramunno, Esq.
 Member of Florida Bar and New York Bar

 Wills and Estate Planning  •   Probate Law
 Trusts and Trust Administration  •  Real Estate Contracts

 Powers of Attorney • Pre-Marital Agreements
 We offer free consultations for Estate Planning

 Serving clients in Florida for 23 years.
 Call to schedule an appointment.
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 352-854-5570
 www.flprobate.net
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 MAIN OFFICE OFF HWY. 200
 Jasmine Professional Park

 7500 SW 61st Ave., #100 
 Ocala, FL 34476

 Annual Percentage Yield. Rates may vary depending on deposit amount and 
 availability. Certain restrictions and penalty for early withdrawal may apply.
 *Promotional incentives may be included to obtain yield.

 All bank accounts are FDIC insured to the legal limits - Call for complete details

 APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

 6 MONTH CD
 Insured & Guaranteed

 Ocala, FL

 671-5374

 3.76 %
 Better rates may be available on longer term

 Savings, IRA’s 401K’s including transfers

 000CSGL

 * APY

  Jasmine Plaza   •   352-401-0001 Jasmine Plaza  •  352-401-0001
 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476

 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2

 Reader’s Choice Winner • Jewelry Store 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
 www.jandjjewelersocala.com

 00
0C

R
V

N

 All repairs done 
 on premises.

 B ATTERIES
 $ 8 00

 + tax

 Affordable New  Affordable New 
 & Estate Jewelry & Estate Jewelry

 352-622-3937
 museumeyecare@live.com

 Dr. James A. Muse
  Board Certified Board Certified

 Optometric Physician Optometric Physician

 Our commitment to personalized eyecare...

 Your eyes are our masterpiece.

 No Technicians,
 No Opticians,

 Just You and the Doctor

 Heath Brook Commons (next to Publix)
 5400 SW College Rd/Highway 200, Suite 106, Ocala, FL 34474

 Eyecare hours are:
 M  T TH F 8:30 -5:00; W 1:00-6:00

 Select Sat. are available

 Medicare,
 United Health Care,

 BC/BS Providers
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classified
reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORSAdvertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $5.12 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $5.12 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to West Marion Messenger 
office at 8810 SW SR 200, Unit 104, Ocala, FL 34481 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

WMM_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11

Vehicles 
Wanted
WE  BUY

ANY VEHICLE
In Any Condition

Tile, No Title, Bank Lien, 
No Problem, Don’t Trade 

it in. We Will Pay up to 
$25K Any Make, Any 

Model.  CALL A.J. 
813-335-3794/ 237-1892

Classic 
Vehicles

AUTO SWAP/
Corral CAR SHOW

Sumter County
Fairgrounds

SUMTER
SWAP MEETS

SUN. OCT. 7, 2012
1-800-438-8559

Carpet

1-888-CARPET-CARE
Clean-Repair-Stretch

$99 Specials

Painting

MIKE ANDERSON
PAINTING, Int./Ext.

& Pressure Washing

CALL a PROFESSIONAL   
(352) 464-4418

Real Estate 
For Sale

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate  advertis-
ing in this newspaper is
subject to Fair Housing 
Act which makes it ille-

gal to advertise “any
preference, limitation 

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 

status or national origin, 
or an intention, to make 
such preference, limita-
tion or  discrimination. “ 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18  living with par-
ents or legal  custodi-

ans,   pregnant women 
and people securing
custody of children

under 18. This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law.

Our readers are hereby
informed that all

dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 

complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 

1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone

number for the
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Vehicles 
Wanted

BUYING JUNK CARS
• Running or Not •

CASH PAID - $300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

Garage/
Yard Sales

HIDDEN LAKE
Sat. 6th & Sun. 7th

7am-Noon
Flooring, furniture, 

recreation and More.
7646 SW 102 Loop

Clean out your closets, go 
through your garage, attack 
your attic and then use the 
classifieds to get rid of stuff 

you no longer use.
And the FREE listing means 

you have more money left over 
after the sale!

You can list any single 
item priced under $100 

for sale for FREE!

PUT THE POWER
AND CONVENIENCE

OF THE CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Just call and see how easy it is to
make money with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100

MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Asked about juvenile crime, he
said that money is saved by housing
juvenile offenders on the same
property, but not the same building,
as the jail. He also mentioned the
WILA (work in lieu of arrest) pro-
gram which only has a recidivism of
8 percent.

Finally, he was asked about per-
sonal characteristics that would
benefit him in the job, and he said
he “cares about the community. You
have to have a servant’s heart.”

Running as a member of the Con-
stitution Party is Bernie DeCastro,
who has lived in the county since
1984 and runs a non-profit group
that “reduces crime by working with
people re-entering the community.
We’ve got to stop that vicious cycle.

Asked about the budget, he said
he has special business skills he
would bring to the job, and does the
same thing as the Sheriff ’s Office
“on a smaller scale every year.” He
said that leadership and integrity
were the important things on the
job.

He was asked about working with
the County Commission, and he said
he “hopes he has the ability to work
with the county commissioners. The
discussion centered on sheriff ’s ve-
hicles, and he emphasized that you
have to keep the deputies safe, not-
ing that “when you’re chasing some-
one at 80 mph,” the condition of tires
and transmission was important.

He criticized the federal govern-
ment, saying the “federal overreach
is becoming epidemic in America.”

Asked about the work farm, he
called it a “great idea,” and gave the
current MCSO “kudos” for the farm,
saying it is “therapeutic.” He said he
would try to expand it. 

SHERIFF
continued from Page 1

because Silver Springs continues to present
acts that have never performed at the park be-
fore. Also, this year, there will be at least three
night time shows, which is new to the series. 

Along with the exciting news about the 2013
Concert Series, there are other events still
scheduled in 2012 that bring value and excite-
ment for our guests. They include: The 5th An-
nual Fright Nights, (Fridays-Saturdays, now
through Oct. 27) featuring the Ocala Jaycees
40th Annual Haunted House and the 7th an-
nual All “General Motors” Auto Show on Oct. 6.
Also scheduled will be the 15th Annual
Corvette Show revving things up on Nov. 10 and
the spectacular 20th annual Festival of Lights
in December.

The “Bring A Friend Free Ticket” is back.
Guests purchasing the “All Access Silver Pass”
for only $49.99 receives a “Bring a Friend Free
Ticket”, along with free parking, plus free ad-
mission to all Silver Springs concerts, Festival
of Lights and all Special Events. It even in-
cludes a season pass to our water park, Wild
Waters! 

Concerts are included in Silver Springs’
daily price of admission of $33.99 for adults;
$25.99 for children (ages 3-10). Children two
and under are free. Silver Springs is east of
Ocala on State Road 40; exit 352 east off I-75 or
exit 268 west off I-95. For more information;
352-236-2121 or visit www.silversprings.com. 

Silver Springs is part of the Palace Enter-
tainment family of parks. Palace Entertain-
ment owns and operates 40 parks nationwide,
including water parks, family entertainment
centers, theme parks and animal parks. Palace
entertains 13 million guests annually and is
one of the largest park operators in the nation. 

CONCERTS
continued from Page 1

Please use our e-mail

editor@westmarionmessenger.com

AMENDMENT 1
continued from Page 1

AMENDMENT 2
continued from Page 1

More next

week



Interfaith Alliance
The Interfaith Alliance of Marion County announces

that it is sponsoring a community conversation on the
“value of differences” – religious, ethnic and cultural -
at the First Congregational United Church of Christ on
Monday, Oct. 8, at 7 p.m. The church is at 7171 State Road
200.

“Marion County represents a one percent microcosm
of our country’s population with its citizenry reflecting
not only the ethnic complexion of the old South but also
the diversity introduced by streams of new residents of
European, Caribbean, Latin American, African and
Asian background . They include Muslims, Hindus, Bud-
dhists and Baha’i among others who are so enriching our
civic life. While The Interfaith Alliance strongly supports
first amendment rights of religious freedom and ex-
pression for all , we also wish to address the distinction
between mere tolerance of differences and the progres-
sive strengthening and acceptance of the rights of all seg-
ments of our society during the history of our young
nation,” according to Rev. Dr. Harold McSwain, Jr, pastor
of the host church who will moderate.

Panel participants include the Rev. Edward Bland,

pastor of the Greater Hopewell Missionary Baptist
Church; Larry Collins, member of the Islamic Center of
Ocala and vice president of The Interfaith Alliance;
Judge Sandra Edwards-Stephens of the Fifth Circuit
Court; Barbara Fitos, executive director of The Commu-
nity Foundation; Rabbi Ze’ev Harari of Temple Beth
Shalom; and Rev. Peggy Hostetler, pastor of the Oak-
brook Center for Spiritual Living.

The event is free and open to the public with a recep-
tion to follow in the adjacent community center.

For further information please visit http://TIAMarion-
County.org , email info@TIAMarionCounty.org or tele-
phone 352-873-9970.

Mishkan Congregation celebrates Holy Days 5773
Special services are held for many upcoming holy

days, those services include: 
Sukkot Feast of Tabernacles, Oct. 6, 11:30 a.m.
Simchat Torah  Joy of God’s Word, Oct. 13, 11:30 a.m. 
Thanksgiving celebration of all people Nov. 17, 11:30

a.m. 
Chanukah Celebration Dec. 8, 11:30 a.m. 
Tu-Be-Sheve New Year of the Trees, Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m.
Fasting with Esther Feb. 21 – 23, Break-the-fast at

Oneg, after 11:30 a.m  service. Fast only if you are able.
Purim Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m. everyone wear a costume.

Young people wear a character from the book of Esther.

Pesach, Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, search
for chametz after nightfall March 24. Passover cele-
brated Monday, March 25.

Shavuot Feast of Weeks, May 11, 11:30 a.m. 
Yom HaBikkurim, First Fruits, Harvest of Barley in Is-

rael. Yeshua was resurrected on that day. He is the first
fruits of the resurrection. 

The Mishkan Congregation meets at 6675 SE Mari-
camp Rd, Ocala, 352-687-4434.
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 Internal Medicine Associates Of Ocala
 Board Certifications in Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

 000CS7T

 Sharon Marques 
 M.D.

 Thomas Mohan 
 ARNP

 K.N. Reddy
 M.D.

 Connie L. Hartley 
 ARNP

 Herma Baker 
 FNP-BC

 OFFICE LOCATIONS:
 4840 S U.S. Hwy. 41, Dunnellon  (352) 489-5152
 1623 SW 1St Ave., Ocala  (352) 732-9844
 9401 SW Hwy. 200, Bldg. 500 Ste. 501 & 502, Ocala  (352) 854-9991

 Ask About 
 Weight Loss 
 Programs!!

 • High Blood Pressure  • Diabetes
 • Weight Loss  • Women’s Health
 • All Arthritic Problems  • Heart Disease
 • Lung Problems  • Complete Physicals

 Call For An Appt. Today!
 352-414-5312

 ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
 Free 

 Screenings!

 Inside Walmart
 Hwy. 200 & Corner 484, Ocala

 352-291-1467

 Inside Sears
 (Paddock Mall)

 352-237-1655

 Inside Crystal River Mall
 (Across from K-Mart)

 352-795-1484

 WALK-INS WALK-INS
 WELCOME! WELCOME!

 MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-5PM

 352-291-1467  Provider for most insurance companies

 Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost
 of 2 Miracle Ear digital hearing aids.

 If you have Federal Government Insurance with enrollment code #104, #105, #111, or #112, 
 

 
you are covered for hearing aids with no out of pocket expenses. 3 yr. warranty.

 If you have a basic plan, we have factory pricing for non-qualifiers.

 FREE HEARING AIDS
 Miracle Ear Hearing Aid Center

 is NOW Offering
 HEARING AIDS AT NO COST TO 

 
 

FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES!
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 7380 SW 60th Ave., Ste #1, Ocala  237-0021

 Locally Owned and Operated

 NEW CUSTOMERS PRESENT THIS AD AND GET $10 OFF!
   WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.A. – Call for a FREE quote today
 WE MATCH COMPETITOR PRICES

 S ave up to 80% on prescription drugs
 Viagra • Advair • Plavix • Celebrex • Cymbalta • Cialis

 Many other drugs available

 YOU TRIED THE REST,  NOW TRY THE BEST!

 Former Owners of Spiced Apple in Fort Lauderdale

 O PEN  7 D AYS   A  W EEK
 Mon. thru Thur. 6 am - 8 pm Fri. & Sat. 6 am - 9 pm – Sun. 7 am - 3 pm
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 DEBIT
 CARDS

 Catering Available

 7947 Highway 40 West • 237-1250 N.W. 80th Ave

 N.W. 60th Ave
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 Breakfast Served 6am - 4pm Mon.-Sat. 
 7am - 3pm Sun.

 S LOW    ROASTED

 P RIME  R IB   FOR  T WO
 2 - 10oz. Cuts

 Veggies, Salad or Soup, Cornbread

 $ 24.95
 Sunday:  Best Breakfast & Lunch in Town

 P RIME  R IB
 Our Specialty 

 Served Every Day & Night
 4 Cuts:

 English Cut, Ma, Pa & Grandpa

 Slow 
 Roasted

 M ON .-S UN . 11-C LOSE

 Expires 
 10/13/12

 NEW

 Crossroads Crossroads
 Country Kitchen Country Kitchen

  You love it on Friday, so we added Tuesday
 Popular 
 Demand

 A LL  Y OU  C ARE   TO  E AT

 W HITEFISH  – C ATFISH
 11 am 

 to close
 Dine-in only

 NEW

 D OWN  H OME  C OUNTRY  B REAKFAST
 F ROM  3 E GG  S PECIALTY  O MELETTES  

 TO  D ELICIOUS  P ANCAKES  
 AND  B ELGIAN  W AFFLES
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Z 8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run

352-291-7626 • Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am - 2pm

Stop and visit us before you buy!  
We Guarantee Lowest Prices in Ocala!

Service Loaner Available. Please Just Ask
10% Discount to Veterans labor & parts

FREE pickup 
within 5 miles

8-V
T875

only
$619

6-V
P2000

only
$459

12-V
T1275

only
$619

6-V
T605

only
$509

New D & D
High-Speed

Motor
$499

Rebuilt High-Speed 
Motor $399

2012 Club Car
Precedent Gold 
Standard
• New Factory Body                                          
• All lights & turn signals                                 
• New 8 volt batteries
• New DOT tires                                                
• Fold down wind shield
• Rear view mirrors
• Automatic charger

$4,995
2009 Club Car Precedent

• New Factory Body   
• All lights & turn 

signals   
• New 8 volt batteries

• New DOT tires   
• Fold down wind 

shield
• Rear view mirrors

• Automatic charger
• One year warranty

$4,292

 000CMF4

When I was deciding
what might be an
appropriate sub-

ject for this week’s article, I
considered several differ-
ent topics. Saturday, Sept.
22 was the date for the Au-
tumnal Equinox—so that
was a possibility. 

What should I tell you?
The fact is that at 10:49
a.m., the end of summer
gave way to the beginning
of fall. All across the world
(except at the North and
South Poles) there was just
slightly over 12 hours of
daylight due to the fact that
the Earth’s axis at that time
is tilted neither toward nor
away from the sun making
the sun be directly over-
head at the Equator. Since
we are not at the Equator,
that might not be very rele-
vant, but it is interesting
that on that day the sun
rises Due East and sets
Due West. Some science
trivia.

Maybe there is some-
thing else that most of us
would notice today. I was
trying to make my way into
a local store, and I had to
fight my way through a
“swarm” of love bugs.

What is really important? Here is a good answer
Those pesky insects make
my skin crawl and my car
scream for a good carwash.
What can I find out about
the infestations each year?
Ok…another possibility.

The love bugs generally
appear in Central Florida
for about 2 to 3 weeks in
April/May and again in Au-
gust/September. They are a
species of black flies with a
red thorax and they make
quite a nuisance of them-
selves during their visits.
Contrary to an urban leg-
end, they are not an unfor-
tunate consequence of an
experiment at the Univer-
sity of Florida that was pur-
ported to have been to try
to control mosquitoes.
Good story; but not true.

Since neither of these
topics seemed to be of any
significant interest to most
people, I began thinking
about what is really worth-
while in our day to day life
in a community like Fair-
field Village. Not every
week has a social function
that would cause us to
gather, but we do visit and
stop to converse with each
other as we walk around
our community or as we
see each other outside
more often now with the
more temperate weather.
Friendship…that is what is
important. That makes a
difference in our lives.

On that note, several
names immediately
popped into my head as
very special people here in
our community. One name
in particular stands out as
someone that almost
everyone in Fairfield Vil-
lage knows, respects, and
values as a special friend.
That is Don Ouellette.

Always the active partic-
ipant in community affairs,
a long-time HOA board
member, a special repre-
sentative to the FMO of
Florida (Federation of
Manufactured Home Own-
ers), a wonderful conversa-
tionalist, terrific dancer,
and devoted husband to his
wife, Carol, and loving fa-
ther to 7 daughters, Don is
one of those special people
who never is at a loss for
words. He is one of the
most genuinely polite and
caring people I have ever
known. One thing that
characterizes Don is his
broad sunny smile and
quick wit.

Unfortunately, Don has
been fighting serious ill-
ness for some time now, but
he does not let that change
his love of life and joy in
even the smallest things. I
visited with Don recently
and had the opportunity to
tell him how much I value
him as a community leader
and even more as a friend. 

As we talked, he said, “I
love people and love being
able to do things to make
life better in any way that I
can.” I assured him that
everyone who knows him
can see and appreciate his

contributions and his opti-
mism. He continued, “I
have so many good friends
in Fairfield Village, and I
intend to be a part of as
many good times as I can. I
won’t give up. I have faith. I
love life…it is a beautiful
thing.” All this was said
with that broad, handsome
smile that is Don’s trade-
mark.

That smile, those twin-
kling almost mischievous
eyes, his love of life, his de-
sire to help others and to
be a vital part of the com-
munity, his devotion to his
family and friends…all
these things embodied in
one person made me real-
ize even more what is re-
ally important in life. 

The answer is repre-
sented by “The 3 F’s.”
Faith—-Family—-Friends. 

What more could we ask
for? That is what makes
life worthwhile, and it is
what keeps us going in the
good times and in the “not
so good” times that come to
all of us.

I appreciate the friend-
ship of Don Ouellette and
many other good people
who live in our community.
It is not a perfect place; but
when one looks at the rest
of the world, it is easy to
see that we are blessed in
our neighborhood known
as Fairfield Village be-
cause it really is …”a lively
place filled with lovely and
valued friends.” 

Priscilla
Geissal

FAIRFIELD
V I L LA GE

Don and his lovely wife Carol at one of FFV's Hawaiian
parties as they pose with Fairfield Village's painted
horse.

Religion

The state of Florida was
selected as the “Most Out-

standing State” in the Air
Force Association at the

national convention in
Washington, D.C. Florida

has 14 chapters with over
9,100 members statewide.

The local chapter is the
Red Tail Memorial Chapter

136. Shown from the left
are S. Sanford Schlitt (AFA

chairman of the board),
Mike Emig of Ocala (AFA
Florida state and region

president) and Justin
Faiferlick (AFA vice chair-

man of the board for field
operations). Florida was

selected for its strong
commitment to veteran is-

sues, supporting active
duty national guard and

reserves and its strong
support of STEM in our

schools and the Civil Air
Patrol. For more informa-

tion about the Air Force
Association call Mike Emig

352-854-8328. 

Air Force
Association

honored

Furniture collection
Marion County Solid

Waste’s monthly furniture
collection events are held
at varying recycling centers
throughout the county to
provide more convenient
locations for citizens to
bring their old furniture.
Solid Waste then transports
the furniture to the landfill. 

October and November
furniture collection event
closest to our area is as fol-
lows:

Oct. 13, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Orange Lake Recycling
Center, 18920 N.W. 53rd
Court Road, Orange Lake.                             

Nov. 10, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Wright Road Recycling
Center, 11190 N.W. 90th
Ave., Reddick. 
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BY SPENCER L. REEDER
Special to the Messenger

Choral students from West Port High
School will be attending the Stetson Uni-
versity Choral Festival, a two-day festival
that promotes “healthy singing, spirited
rehearsals, and outstanding perform-
ances” for top high school singers. 

Nancy Atkinson, music instructor at
Marion County Center for the Arts at West
Port, said the festival is “a great opportu-
nity for high school singers to participate
with other serious young singers in a set-
ting much like what they would experi-
ence should they attend a fine music
school after graduation.

“The event, which takes place Oct. 5-6,

will be the fifth consecutive time Atkin-
son has taken West Port students.

This year the representatives from West
Port High School include Brandon Allen,
Krista Alvarado, Michael Arvay, Emily
Bullard, Ronte Hardy, Savannah Hirst, Jo-
hanna Ingram, Alura Law, Josh Matthews,
Ariana Santos, Alex Slay, and Marcus
Stadlmueller

These and other select students from all
over Central Florida together form a
choir that will perform at the university.
Students are given the opportunity not
only to perform in front of a distinct audi-
ence but also to work with Stetson Direc-
tor of Choral Activities Dr. Timothy Peter
and Associate Director Dr. Andrew Lar-
son. 

Both professionals have participated in
concerts worldwide, from the United
Kingdom to South Africa.

In addition, top students from the high
school choir will be chosen to participate
in a private vocal coaching with one of the
Stetson faculty members.

This year, the festival’s choir repertoire
will include “The Ground,” “The May
Night” and “My Good Lord’s Done Been
Here.” 

There will also be opportunities for
both an all-male and all-female choral
piece. 

Students will have intense, all-day re-
hearsals but will be able to take breaks to
also enjoy the Stetson University campus.

“Stetson is extremely friendly. The

music program is quite rigorous and our
students not only perform at an outstand-
ing level, they observe what top quality
musicians are capable of at the university
level,” Atkinson said. 

She added that many students choose to
attend Stetson after high school because
of their experiences at this workshop. 

For information, contact Nancy Atkin-
son at nancy.atkinson@marion.k12.fl.us or
visit the Stetson Choral Festival’s website
at http://www.stetson.edu/music/concert-
choir/choralfestival.php.

“We are very fortunate to have the out-
standing music program Stetson Univer-
sity’s School of Music provides our
community and the state,” Atkinson said. 

WPHS choral students to perform at Stetson

Honored at Fairfield
At one of FFV's "Sock Hops," Don and Carol Ouellette in the right corner join with others and thoroughly enjoy a night of
music, dancing, and laughing with many of the fun-loving neighbors in the Fairfield Village Clubhouse. Don is the subject of
part of the Fairfield Village column on Page 2.

Second of a series of stories based on
candidates’ appearance at a forum at the
main library recently.

BY JIM CLARK
Editor

Candidates for sheriff spoke to the au-
dience at a recent forum.

Going first was Dan Kuhn, currently
serving as undersheriff. He recently won
the Republican primary.

He is a former prosecutor and is a
sworn officer who, as he said, has had “an
opportunity to study at the highest level.”

He was asked about the budget, and
said he has the experience of discussions
with the County Commission. 

Kuhn said the Sheriff ’s Office “has
been streamlining,” and said there were
no layoffs, but the workforce was cut by at-
trition.

He said that to help with the budget a
chief of staff position was eliminated, but
to keep deputies they added two “line-
level” deputies when a captain retired.

The next question concerned privatiza-
tion, and said that “there are certain
things that don’t lend themselves” to out-
sourcing. He added that “you have to
make sure whoever you outsource to has
the same priorities.

Candidates
for sheriff
visit forum

Please see SHERIFF, Page 10

Once again the most popular stars are
bringing their special brand of music to
Silver Springs as the park announces its
early bookings for the 2013 Concert Se-
ries. 

While the park is just beginning to book
for the 2013 concert season, the acts al-
ready on the bill include Classic Rocker
Joan Jett, and country music favorites
Easton Corbin, Josh Turner, and Jamey
Johnson. 

The 2013 concert lineup is very exciting

Silver Springs beginning
to release concert details

Please see CONCERTS, Page 10

A look at Florida’s proposed constitutional amendments

Summary of Amendment (from
Division of Elections site):

Proposing an amendment to
the State Constitution to pro-
hibit laws or rules from com-
pelling any person or
employer to purchase, obtain,
or otherwise provide for
health care coverage; permit a
person or an employer to pur-
chase lawful health care serv-
ices directly from a health care
provider; permit a health care
provider to accept direct pay-
ment from a person or an em-
ployer for lawful health care
services; exempt persons, em-
ployers, and health care
providers from penalties and
taxes for paying directly or ac-
cepting direct payment for
lawful health care services;
and prohibit laws or rules
from abolishing the private
market for health care cover-

age of any lawful health care
service. Specifies that the
amendment does not affect
which health care services a

Title on ballot: Health Care
Services
Sponsor/Originator: Florida
Legislature
What it would do: This would
add an amendment to the state
constitution that attempts to
prohibit the government from
requiring individuals to pur-
chase health insurance.
If You Vote Yes: A “yes” vote
means you want the Florida
Constitution to include a provi-
sion that prohibits the govern-
ment from requiring you to
purchase health insurance.
If You Vote No: A “no” vote
means you do not want the
Florida Constitution to include
a provision that prohibits the
government from requiring you
to purchase health insurance.

Title on Ballot: Veterans Dis-
abled Due To Combat Injury;
Homestead Property Tax Dis-
count
Sponsor/Originator: Florida
Legislature
What it would do: This
amendment would allow cer-
tain disabled veterans, who
were not Florida residents prior
to entering military service, to
qualify for a discount on their
property taxes.
If You Vote Yes: A “yes” vote
means you want the state to
give a property tax discount to
disabled veterans who moved
to Florida after entering the mil-
itary.
If You Vote No: A “no” vote
means you do not want to ex-
tend the tax discount to dis-
abled veterans who moved to
Florida after entering the mili-
tary.

Amendment 1

See AMENDMENT 1, Page 3

Summary of Amendment (from
Division of Elections site):

Proposing an amendment to
Section 6 of Article VII and the
creation of Section 32 of Arti-
cle XII of the State Constitu-
tion to expand the availability
of the property discount on the
homesteads of veterans who
became disabled as the result
of a combat injury to include
those who were not Florida
residents when they entered
the military and schedule the
amendment to take effect Jan-
uary 1, 2013.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this amend-

ment will benefit older veter-
ans who were injured in
combat but did not live in
Florida at the time they en-
tered the military. They say
the property tax discount can

help with medical bills and

Amendment 2

See AMENDMENT 2, Page 3
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