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 Famous Recipe ®  Chicken

 NOW OPEN
 SW S.R. 200 in front of Walmart

 Next to Bob Evans

 236-5337
 Try our convenient drive-thru.

 Coupons good at all Ocala locations.

 $ 4 49
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N  Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 2 JUMBO
 BREAST STRIPS

 1 SIDE & BISCUIT

 3 PC. OVEN ROASTED
 BREAST, THIGH, LEG OR BREAST, THIGH, WING

 1 SIDE

 3-Piece
 WING SNACK

 WITH BISCUIT

 $ 3 49

 2 PC.
 THIGH & LEG
 2 SIDES & BISCUIT

 Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 $ 3 99
 Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 $ 4 49

 New
  What’s For What’s For

 LUNCH? LUNCH?
 Our Monday Thru Friday Daily Lunch Specials  Our Monday Thru Friday Daily Lunch Specials 

 
 

Are Freshly Prepared Every Day Are Freshly Prepared Every Day
 Enjoy a lunch-sized portion of some of our favorite meals. Served from 11AM - 4PM

 3801 S.W. College Road, Ocala
 (352) 854-7870

 Store Hours: Sunday-Thursday 6am-10pm, Friday & Saturday 6am-11pm

 ©2004 CBOCS General Partnership

 Introducing Country House Salad - Plus Choice of Baked Potato or Soup Introducing Country House Salad - Plus Choice of Baked Potato or Soup
 Served Monday thru Friday from 11AM - 2PM. Our fresh green mix with grilled chicken tenderloin, hick ory 

 smoked bacon pieces, wedges of vine-ripened tomatoes, red onion, shredded Colby cheese and our own 
 sourdough croutons served with your choice of a Baked Potato with butter and sour cream or a cup of  soup.

 Wednesday
 CHICKEN POT PIE

 Freshly baked, loaded with chunks of chicken 
 breast and topped with a golden flaky crust

 Thursday
 TURKEY N’ DRESSING
 Tender, oven roasted turkey breast served with 

 savory dressing and choice of one vegetable

 Monday
 BAKED CHICKEN N’ DRESSING

 A tender, juicy chicken breast
 served with savory dressing
 and choice of one vegetable

 Tuesday
 MEATLOAF AND

 MASHED POTATOES
 A slice of homestyle meatloaf, mashed 
 potatoes and choice of one vegetable $ 5 99
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WEST MARION MESSENGER specialists, as they claim to
be, they don’t now the dis-
ease from a hole in the
ground. One did a two-day
nerve conduction study
then told me he new noth-
ing about neuropathy as he
was a brain specialist. Yea
right!

The sad part is you can’t
understand a great portion
of the doctors or office
help. 

Maybe they don’t under-
stand medicine. The worst
are those groups or indi-
vidual doctors who have
heir own lab and x-ray. I
was going to one family
doctor and the only thing
he wanted from me was to
do lab and x-ray work.
When you’re in an office
they are either on their
computer or writing but not
listening.

Apparently being cov-
ered for mistakes is more
important than giving good
quality care. 

There’s a difference of
opinion as to cortisone and
lidocaine shots for back or
joint pain. 

One doctor will do it
every month while others
only every three or more
months. What in the world
is happening to medicine
today?

I spent most of my life in
medicine in one capacity
or another and while med-
icine had a sense of re-
sponsibility in the past it’s
the dollar today. I’ve looked
five family doctors in the
eyes and said you’re fired
because they were so lack-
ing in ability.

Bill Ford
Ocala

LETTERS
continued from Page 8

Stone Creek

Which belt should I
wear? In fashion,
there are rules for

types of belts to be worn
with certain clothing, but at
the Stone Creek karate
class wearing a certain
color belt requires dedica-
tion and hard work.

Early in December, six
members of the karate
class were on their way to
earning a purple belt. In
order to earn this purple
belt, they had to demon-
strate kicks, punches,
blocks and a variety of com-
binations. 

Diane Badarak, Peggy
Clinton, Ken Drake, Deb-
bie Ford, Kathy Hodges,
and Mary Beth Neely
proved that hard work in-
deed pays off. Next stop is
the Brown Belt, which is
one level below the coveted
Black Belt.

The Stone Creek karate
class is open to all resi-
dents. 

They learn the classic
Korean karate of Tae Kwon
Do. The class is slightly
modified for residents of a
55+ community but the
weekly workout is chal-
lenging, both physically
and mentally.

Senior students of this
class can be seen helping
the beginners. Each belt
level must master more
complicated techniques,
while passing their knowl-
edge to the newer students.

For everyone’s safety,
there is no sparring in
class. According to instruc-
tor, Art Stalbow, “It is, how-
ever, one heck of a workout

Should I wear
the purple belt?

Patricia
Gizzi

for these seniors who are
getting younger with each
class.” If you are interested
in a karate class come and

try it out. The first class is
free. Art also teaches Tai
Chi, modern meditation
and gentle shape-up.

Congratulations to the
six members of the karate
class for their accomplish-
ment! 

Kneeling (left to right) Mary Beth Neely, Ken Drake, Debbie Ford. Standing — Kathy Hodges, Peggy Clinton,
Diane Bararak. 

Guests have already left, the
refrigerator is nearly empty and
decorations are finding their
way back to the attic. The holiday
frenzy is officially over and
you’re settling into the usual
schedule, perhaps with a little
less energy and a little more
weight than you set out with.
Looking for advice with some
post-holiday recovery? Let Mar-
ion County Parks and Recreation
help freshen up your start of the
new year.

Whether your choice is to
relax or to work back your en-
ergy levels this month, Parks and
Recreation can help you achieve
your goal with any of the follow-
ing outdoor recreation pro-
grams:

Kayak outings (Jan. 21 and 22):
learn kayaking basics, enjoy

stunning wildlife sightings or
paddle at your leisure on the
Rainbow, Silver or Ocklawaha
rivers. Kayaking equipment is
provided.

Eco tram tours (Jan.  26 and
29): take some time to unwind on
a motorized nature ride through
Sunnyhill Restoration Area or
Carney Island Recreation and
Conservation Area and take a
closer look at breathtaking land-
scapes and native wildlife.

Pre-registration and nominal
fees are required. For hours, fees
and more information on these
programs, visit www.marion-
countyfl.org/parks.htm. 

To learn more about Marion
County Parks and Recreation
programs, call 352-671-8560 or
visit the office (111 S.E. 25th Ave.,
Ocala).

Enjoy some time
at a county park

PHOTO BY CATHY DONOHUE

Time for a swim? Brrrrr
Members of the Ocala Palms Polar Bear Club took their annual plunge into the unheated pool on
New Year’s Day. Pictured in the front row, left to right, are Sharon Doniger, Donna Neal, Ellen Wal-
ters, and Ed Schneiderman. Second row, left to right, are Jim O’Halloran, Fred Walters, Ramonita
Cruz, Debbie Gerard, and Craig Cotton. Third row, left to right, are Warren Grund, Sue Grund, Neal
Cunningham, Cil Cunningham, Don Weiss, Jack Neal and Ramon Hernandez.

Ramon Hernandez gives himself a “thumbs-up!”

Angie Broughton also joined the group taking the plunge. 

The Marion County Growth
Management Department is ac-
cepting applications for small-
scale land use changes, or
amendments, to the county’s
Comprehensive Plan. Residents
who own 10 acres or less of land
and are interested in changing
its designated use, such as going
from rural to commercial use,
are eligible for the small-scale
amendment application. 

Per Florida Statute, the de-
partment may only accept up to
a total of 120 acres of small-scale
amendment applications in one
year. 

Applications will be accepted
until 4 p.m. on Feb. 3, 2012, or
until the 120-acre maximum is
reached, whichever comes first.

Application forms may be picked
up at Marion County Growth
Management or downloaded
from http://www.marioncoun-
tyfl.org/Planning/land_use.aspx. 

Growth Management hosts
small-scale amendment applica-
tion cycles periodically as part of
its activities to keep the county’s
Comprehensive Plan up to date.
The plan is Marion County’s key
guide for growth management
and provides the framework for
how the county will continue to
develop. For more information
about small-scale amendments,
contact Michael Kokosky at 352-
438-2600 or visit www.marion-
countyfl.org/growthmanagement.
htm. 

Applications available
for small-scale amendments
to Marion comprehensive plan

The Department of Veterans
Affairs announced today a
change in regulations regarding
payments for emergency care
provided to eligible Veterans in
non-VA facilities. 

“This provision helps ensure
eligible Veterans continue to get
the emergency care they need
when VA facilities are not avail-
able,” said Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.

The new regulation extends
VA’s authority to pay for emer-
gency care provided to eligible
Veterans at non-VA facilities
until the Veterans can be safely
transferred to a VA medical fa-
cility.

More than 100,000 Veterans
are estimated to be affected by
the new rules, at a cost of about
$44 million annually.

VA operates 121 emergency de-
partments across the country,
which provide resuscitative ther-
apy and stabilization in life-
threatening situations.  

They operate 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.  VA also has
46 urgent care units, which pro-
vide care for patients without
scheduled appointments who
need immediate medical or psy-
chiatric attention.

For more information about
emergency care in non-VA facili-
ties, visit www.nonvacare.va.gov.

VA changes emergency rules
for pay in other facilities



Girl Scouts of West Cen-
tral Florida (GSWCF) an-
nounces the start of the
2012 Girl Scout Cookie Pro-
gram throughout its eight-
county jurisdiction of
Citrus, Hernando, Hills-
borough, Marion, Pasco,
Pinellas, Polk and Sumter
counties.

Whichever your favorite
Girl Scout Cookie – Thin
Mints, Tagalongs, or
Samoas – the wait is over!
Through mid-March, thou-
sands of Girl Scouts will
take orders for your fa-
vorite Girl Scout Cookie va-
rieties, including
Do-Si-Dos, Dulce de
Leche, Samoas®, Taga-
longs®, Thank You Berry

Munch, Thin Mints, or Tre-
foils.

In celebration of Girl
Scouts’ 100th anniversary
in 2012, a new Girl Scout
Cookie is making its debut:
Savannah Smiles. Named
after the city in which Juli-
ette Gordon Low founded
Girl Scouts in 1912 – Sa-
vannah, Ga. – Savannah
Smiles is a lemon-flavored
cookie dusted in powdered
sugar that is sure to be-
come a fast favorite. 

Girl Scouts in west cen-
tral Florida will take pre-
orders through Jan. 27, and
those cookies will be deliv-
ered beginning Feb. 16. 

Friday, Feb. 24 marks the
start of booth sales, so keep

It’s January in our little
corner of Florida and
that means only one

thing, winter.  Of course
winter down here is noth-
ing like what our Northern
friends are experiencing,
but it does get a bit “de-
pressing” to have to wear
sweaters and socks with
sandals! It’s also sad to see
the brown, actually dor-
mant, bahia grass and the
lifeless hibiscus bushes
that so recently were in full
bloom.  And so, to cheer us
all up, I offer a little bit of
Jewish humor (that and
chicken soup cure almost
anything!) from some of the

classic Jewish comedians
who have delighted audi-
ences of all races and
creeds.

When most of us think of
Jewish humor, we think of
the comedians who played
the Borscht Belt, that is,
the resorts in the Catskills
of New York State where
Jews would go on vaca-
tions. The names read like
a litany of humor: Shecky
Greene, Danny Kaye, Red
Buttons, Totie Fields, Mil-
ton Berle, Henny Young-
man, Sid Ceasar, Jackie
Mason, Joan Rivers, Victor
Borge, Woody Allen, Lenny
Bruce, George Burns, Jack
Benny, Alan King, Mel
Brooks, Don Rickles, Rod-
ney Dangerfield and a host
of others. Many of these
comics were the masters of
the “one-liner” giving
comic relief to the all-suf-
fering Jewish mother who
wants only the best for her
children at all costs to the
plight of the Jewish people
itself being a minority in
America. Jewish humor is

funny because it roots for
the underdog and has him
coming out on top through
wit and wisdom. It pokes
fun of Jewish traditions
and folkways but on the
other hand, gives praise to
the various rituals it pokes
fun of. (Circumcision jokes
are a good example of this
genre.) As with any ethnic
group, understanding the
ethnic group helps you to
enjoy the humor especially
when Jews make fun of
themselves for some of the
things we like to do: buying
wholesale or looking for
bargains, eating Chinese
foods or wondering
whether the rabbi really
fasts all day on Yom Kip-
pur.  In the worst of times,
“this too shall pass” with a
bit of humor thrown in,
helped Jews to survive
through the ages. The
whole holiday of Purim is a
good example of this when
wicked Haman sought the
destruction of the Jews of
ancient Persia only to be
saved by Queen Esther.
Tomfoolery is the order of
the day and satire reigns
supreme. What could be
more fun?

I now would like to offer
a few of my favorite “one-
liners” with a couple of
other jokes for your enjoy-
ment: Doctor: You’ll live to
be 60! Patient: I am 60!
Doctor: What did I tell
you?

Doctor: Your check came
back!

Patient: So did my
arthritis!

Patient: I have a ringing
in my ears.

Doctors: Don’t answer it!
Why do Jewish divorces

cost so much? They’re
worth it!

My wife and I went to the
hotel where we spent our
wedding night.  This time I
went into the bathroom
and cried.

We always hold hands. If
I let go, she shops.

The Harvard School of
Medicine conducted a
study as to why Jewish
women like Chinese food
so much.  They discovered
that  “won ton” spelled
backwards was “not now”.

When the new State of
Israel was being estab-
lished, the Knesset (parlia-
ment) got together to try to
figure out how to build up

the country.  One member
pointed out that after any
war with the United States,
the U.S. would always
build up the country it de-
feated. Japan was cited as
an example. The sugges-
tion was made that Israel
should declare war on the
United States.  David Ben
Gurion, the prime minister,
scratched his head and
asked: “But what if we
win?”

The Arab heads of state
met with the president of
Israel and proposed a solu-
tion to their long-standing
animosity. If the Israelis
could produce a dog to
fight the Arabs’ dog, the
winner of the match would
be the ones to secure
peace in the Middle East.
Both sides had five years to
produce the dog for the
match and with much bom-
bastic behavior on both
sides, the battle was on.

After five years, the
Arabs engineered the most
ferocious attack dog ever
bred. Confident of victory,
they led him out to face his
Israeli adversary. To their
surprise and disappoint-
ment, the Israelis pro-

duced the longest dachs-
hund they had ever seen.
No contest there and the
Arabs were very sorry for
the Israelis. As they led
their monstrous beast out
to devour the dachshund, a
strange thing happened.
The Israeli dog opened its
mouth revealing sharp,
huge teeth and swallowed
the Arabs’ dog.  You see,
the Israelis had engi-
neered a crocodile in the
shape of a dachshund.
Now if there were only
peace in the Middle East.

The Bible tells us: “ A
merry heart doeth good
like a medicine, but a bro-
ken spirit dries up the
bones”. (Prob. 17:22 KJV)
or better translated: “A joy-
ful heart makes for good
health; despondency dries
up the bones”. (Jewish
Publication Society) And
on the bottom of the web
page where I found this
quote, I found an ad about
the signs of heart attacks!
And that was no joke!

Judi is a former teacher
and Jewish educator.  She
lives in Sun Valley with her
husband, Phil.
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classified

reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORSAdvertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.
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• Be at least 18 years of age. 
• Possess a valid driver’s license.

• Possess proof of liability 
insurance.

Routes are 7 days a week, 
early morning hours.

 OWN YOUR 
 OWN 

 BUSINESS

Email: mgaouette@chronicleonline.com 
or bring resume to: 

1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River

There are 
immediate 

opportunities for 
independent 

contractors to 
manage and grow 

single copy 
newspaper routes 

in Citrus and 
Marion Counties

Garage/
Yard Sales

Moving Sale in Ocala!
Daily noon-6pm or call 
for appt.352-237-8256

Furniture & misc!
5310 SW 86th Lane,
Majestic Oaks Sub.

General

LOOSE WEIGHT
GAIN ENERGY

Scientifically Based
nutritional  Program 
for weight manage-

ment, stress relief and 
energy increase

Call (352) 291-1943
for a free

Consultation
visit

http:\\PhilipConnie.gr
ateshapetoday.com

Sporting 
Goods

BROWNING SWEET 16 
SHOTGUN made in Bel-

gium mint condition 
90% or better $1200 

obo SERIOUS INQUIR-
IES ONLY MUST HAVE 
FL DRIVERS LICENSE 

352-598-5934

Wanted to Buy

Ca$h for Old Stuff

Jewelry, Military, 
Knives, Toys,

Tools, Magazines,
Coins & Iron Skillets

Call for Info
(352) 237-2478

or (352) 682-6003

Wanted to Buy

GUNS
WANTED

Collector  will Pay fair 
prices for your

Unwanted Fire Arms
(352) 873-7587

Clean out your closets, go 
through your garage, attack 
your attic and then use the 
classifieds to get rid of stuff 

you no longer use.
And the FREE listing means 

you have more money left over 
after the sale!

You can list any single 
item priced under $100 

for sale for FREE!

PUT THE POWER
AND CONVENIENCE

OF THE CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Just call and see how easy it is to
make money with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100

MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Real Estate 
For Sale

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate  advertis-
ing in this newspaper is
subject to Fair Housing 
Act which makes it ille-

gal to advertise “any
preference, limitation 

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 

status or national origin, 
or an intention, to make 
such preference, limita-
tion or  discrimination. “ 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18  living with par-
ents or legal  custodi-

ans,   pregnant women 
and people securing
custody of children

under 18. This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law.

Our readers are hereby
informed that all

dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 

complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 

1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone

number for the
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Inverness 
Homes

FOR SALE OR LEASE
2/2/1, enclosed porch,
Central Heat and Air

All  Kitchen Appliances 
$95.K (352) 742-2770

Inverness 
Homes

Have it all! Inverness 
Highlands, S.Carol 

Terrace. Huge 1 Fam-
ily. Major updates 

you’ll enjoy only in a 
new home. Owner 

down sized, will ne-
gotiate. In nature’s 

paradise this 4 bed-
room 3 bath on 2.8 

acres fits a family with 
children who love to 
play explorer. Own 
deep well (no water 

bills!), plus new 
whole-house water 
treatment system, 
16x34 in-ground 

screened pool with 
fountain and lights. 
New 2-zone energy 
efficient heat/cool; 

new full attic R-30 in-
sulation; new attic so-

lar fan; new 
ducts/vents; updated 

bathrooms, 2 new 
AirMaster air cleaning 
units to remove dust, 
pollen, mold spores. 
Majestic trees. Extra 
long concrete drive-
way. Watch the deer 
play from the lanai or 
living room window. 

Newer (2002) Timber-
line roof, ridge vents, 
7 solar tubs thru out 
the house. Two hot 

water heaters. Wired 
for generator. Com-

pletely chain link 
fenced. Corral your 
horses, park your 
boat or RV. ON

property 7 palm trees 
value $10K each.

Occupancy at fund-
ing. Approx. 2700 sq 
ft under air. $209,900. 
(Price below Estimate 
Zillow.com) Contact 
owner, 352-556-1510, 
352-238-6274 email: 
rosepub@excite.com

Inverness 
Homes

Have it all! Inverness
Over Flowing With 
Value!!! Highlands, 

S.Carol Terrace. Huge 
1 Family. Major up-
dates you’ll enjoy 

only in a new home. 
Owner down sized, 

will negotiate. In 
nature’s paradise this 
4 bedroom 3 bath on 
2.8 acres fits a family 

with children who 
love to play explorer. 
Own deep well (no 

water bills), plus new 
whole-house water 
treatment system, 
16x34 in-ground 

screened pool with 
fountain and lights. 
New 2-zone energy 
efficient heat/cool; 
new full attic R-30

insulation; new attic 
solar fan; new 

ducts/vents; updated 
bathrooms, 2 new 

AirMaster air cleaning 
units to remove dust, 
pollen, mold spores. 
Majestic trees. Extra 
long concrete drive-
way. Watch the deer 
play from the lanai or 
living room window. 

Newer (2002) Timber-
line roof, ridge vents, 
7 solar tubs thru out 
the house. Two hot 

water heaters. Wired 
for generator. Com-

pletely chain link 
fenced. Corral your 
horses, park your 
boat or RV. ON

property 7 palm trees 
value miniumn $10K 
each. Occupancy at 
funding. Approx. 2700 

sq ft under air. 
$212,500.

(Price below Estimate 
Zillow.com) Contact 
owner, 352-556-1510, 
352-238-6274 email: 
rosepub@excite.com

Homosassa 
Homes

Riverhaven Village, 
Homosassa, FL

GREAT LOCATION,
GREAT HOUSE,

GREAT NEIGHBOR-
HOOD! 2147 sf, 3/2 + 
lr/dr comb, den, sun-
room, inside laundry,
all appliances. blt. by 
Rusaw in 1989, well 

maintained, upgrades, 
move in ready.

Asking $160,000
all offers considered.

Realtors 3%
See visual tour: 

www.visualtour.com/sho
w.asp?t=2656780&prt=10

003&sk=13
Frank or Helen Harris, 

352-628-1434
email: hharris3 

@tampabay.rr.com

Sumter County 
Land

10 ACRES FOR 
SALE - SANTERRA
RANCHES - SUM-

TER COUNTY
Beautiful 10 acre vacant 

property in deed re-
stricted neighborhood 
of Santerra Ranches in 

Sumterville, Sumter 
County for Sale - Ma-

ture Oak trees and 
open pasture make a 

perfect atmosphere for 
your future home and 
barn..start living the 

Florida country lifestyle 
asking $110,000 Call 

George (954) 383-7109

Call 352-854-3986
TO PLACE YOUR AD IN

Recreation 
Vehicles

Infinity 99 M/Home
by 4 Winds, 35’ Triton 

V-10 gas, 44K mis. front  
rear a/c, Onan Gen. 

back up camera,
leveling jacks, TV, fully 

equipped incl tow bars 
& hitch + brks buddy, 
assisted for tow vech. 
all manuals for coach 
& appls. NON Smoker
incls hoses, sewer & 
electric hook-ups,

7 new NEW Goodyear 
tires, See at Oak Bend 

Village Route 40 W.
Dunnellon call for tour

(352) 465-6335 Was 
$22,500 Now $19,750

Vehicles 
Wanted

BUYING JUNK CARS
• Running or Not •

CASH PAID - $200 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE  BUY
ANY VEHICLE

Perfect Cond
or not .Titled,no title, no 

problem. Paying up 
to$25K any make, any 

model Call A.J. 
813-335-3794/ 531-4298

Cars

HYUNDAI
‘02, Santa Fe, 120K mi.

Good cond.
$2,200.

Call (352) 854-1194

Garage/
Yard Sales

Garage/
Yard Sales

  465-4629 465-4629 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.
 plus labor*

 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’
 SLIDING GARAGE   SLIDING GARAGE  SLIDING GARAGE 

 
 

SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows
 Custom Made   Custom Made  Custom Made 

 
 

for Your Screen Room for Your Screen Room for Your Screen Room

 ONSTRUCTION
 RAY RAY RAY C C C

 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 $ 695 $ 695 $ 695  * * *

 00
0A

B8
0

 Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com John M. Boyett, Jr.

 Financial Advisor 

 Free Investment Reviews
 352-237-2008 • 800-757-3129

 8441 SW Hwy. 200, Ste. 119 • Ocala Fl  34481
 www.edwardjones.com

 Member SIP C
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with something political. Let’s face it.
The political world is just one great big
party after another, usually, at someone
else’s expense. If I could go to a party
with somebody else sponsoring it and
paying for it, I guess I would go to.

Whenever somebody asks me which
political party I belong to I usually re-
spond by saying, “The birthday party.”
At a birthday party, at least you get to
eat cake and sometimes in the excite-
ment get a little bit on your face. At po-
litical parties, everybody is eating their
own words and ending up with egg on
their face.

If are going to have a party let’s make
it a birthday party where everybody is
invited and everybody gets a slice of
cake. Make that two slices of cake.

I suppose there would be a whole lot
of other words I could add to my list but
there is one word I am not going to ban
and that is God’s Word. There is noth-
ing more amazing to me than the rele-
vance of God’s word in my life today.
One word I love is, “Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall di-
rect thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

I am quite content to allow God have
the last word in my life. I have found it
to be amazingly true.

The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God Fellowship, PO
Box 831313, Ocala, FL 34483. He lives
with his wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at 352-687-
4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net.
The church web site is www.whatafel-
lowship.com. 

SNYDER
continued from Page 10

Saturday, Jan. 28
Rally for Life scheduled

Rally for Life will take place on Satur-
day, Jan. 28, from noon to 2 p.m. in front of
Ocala City Hall, 151 S.E. Osceola Ave. Park-
ing is available all around the building and
in government parking lots.

In the past this rally was held on the
Square, but this year has been moved to
City Hall. 

Keynote Speakers will be Sisters of Life
from New York, on the “The Dignity of the
Human Person” and “Building a Culture of
Life.”

Sunday, Jan. 29
Joy night at Christ’s Church

Join other Ocala area churches for an
evening of traditional and contemporary
music and worship through congrega-
tional singing of praise songs, solos and en-
sembles. 

Coffee and cookies follows. Everyone is
invited.

Christ’s Church of Marion County is at
6768 S.W. 80th Street, off State Road 200,
Ocala, 352-861-6182, www.ccomc.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Huge yard sale

Temple B’nai Darom will have a huge
yard sale on Jan. 31 starting at 8 a.m.

The sale will be at 49 Banyan Course,
Ocala.

Saturday, Feb. 4
An afternoon at Capone’s 

Join members from First Congregation
United Church of Christ on Saturday, Feb.
4 for lunch and show at Capone’s of
Kissimmee. 

Price includes bus transportation, buf-
fet lunch, gratuities, and a Broadway style
song, dance and comedy revue, set in
1930’s Chicago. 

Cost is $60 per person, $45 for children
under 12. For more information and tick-
ets, 352-873-3377.

Willie Nelson at Circle Square

Music icon and winner of 25 Grammy,
CMA and American Music Awards Willie
Nelson comes to the Circle Square Cul-
tural Center! 

Willie’s popular hits such as “Mama
Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be Cow-
boys”, “On The Road Again”, “Always On
My Mind” and many more classics are age-
less songs that span generations. With his
brilliant 6 decade career that speaks vol-
umes of his music’s relevance and per-
formance power, the 75 year old Willie
Nelson continues to sell out venues all
over the world! 

Don’t miss the legendary Willie Nelson
live in concert on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 7 p.m.
at the Circle Square Cultural Center, lo-
cated at 8395 S.W. 80th St. 

For more information on the 2012 enter-
tainment line-up including times, dates
and tickets, visit the website at www.CS-
CulturalCenter.com or call 352-854-3670.

Saturday, Feb. 18
Hospice trail ride

Hospice of Marion County, Inc. will hold
its 12th annual “Horses for Hospice” Trail
Ride on Sat., Feb. 18, on the Central
Florida Greenway at the Florida Horse
Park in Ocala. This year’s ride is in mem-
ory of Wayne Vaught, former Cross Florida
Greenway enthusiast and Trail Ride chair-
man. Registration begins at 8 a.m. and the
first ride leaves at 9:15 a.m. Riders travel
from as far as Jacksonville and Tampa to
spend 2-3 hours on the trail. Following the
ride, participants can enjoy lunch by
Tommy’s BBQ, live entertainment by Bor-
dertown, and door prizes.

Proceeds from this event will benefit Pa-
tient Care Programs. The minimum dona-
tion to ride is $30. Wagons are welcome;
$30 for driver and $10 per passenger.
Horse lovers who are unable to ride may
purchase a $10 ticket to enjoy lunch and
entertainment. For more information or to
register, call 352-854-5218. 

Ongoing
Interfaith retirement communities

Are you interested in learning how to or-
ganize food drives to help benefit Inter-
faith Emergency Services for 2012? Call
Craig Cotton at 352-351-8297 or Gary Nel-
son at 352-867-8901. Ocala Palms Food
Drive Coordinators will gladly share in-
formation on how to organize a food drive
the simple and easy way. Give us a call
today and help our area homeless, unem-
ployed and hurting families. 

HappeningsJewish January jokes

Judi
Siegal

As sales kick off, there’s a new Girl Scout cookie
an eye out at your favorite
businesses and stores and
take a box – or a dozen –
home with you! Also begin-
ning Feb. 24, visit
www.gswcf.org and search
for a Girl Scout Cookie
Booth by zip code using the
cookie booth locater sys-
tem. Cookie fans with
smart phones can down-
load the free Girl Scout
Cookie Locator (Kellogg)
app by calling **GSCOOK-
IES (**472665437) from
their phones, or by search-
ing for “Cookie Locator” in
the iPhone App Store or

Android Market Place. It’s
easier than ever to satisfy
your Girl Scout Cookie
cravings! 

Cookie booth sales end
Sunday, March 18.

For those who want to
support Girl Scouting in
their communities but
don’t want to enjoy the
cookies themselves,
GSWCF offers the Cookies
from Home Program. This
unique program is a way
for Girl Scouts to give back
to their communities: do-
nations of cookies through
the Cookies from Home

Program will be sent di-
rectly to our military
troops serving in combat
zones overseas through a
partnership with Support
Our Troops. Donations to
the Cookies from Home
Program may be made in
person through a Girl
Scout at anytime during
the Cookie Program,
through March 18.

Girl Scout Cookies are
not only an icon of Ameri-
can culture, but also the
world’s leading entrepre-
neurial program for girls.
Through the program, girls

practice useful life skills
such as planning, decision-
making and customer serv-
ice. During cookie
activities, girls are mem-
bers of a team working to-
wards a common goal, with
each girl striving to do her
personal best. 

For more information re-
garding purchasing Girl
Scout Cookies and sup-
porting Girl Scouting in
your area, visit
www.gswcf.org/cookies, or
call (800) 881-4475, ext.
1838. 

The six local Rotary clubs have joined forces to raise
funds for the Ocala Discovery Center, while providing a
good time for the children who are enjoying the Center
and who will continue to benefit from its programs. Feb.
11 is the date for the Rotary Discovery Fest, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., outside of the building at Tuscawilla Park.
There will be games, activities and great food for your
entire family. Tickets will be available at the gate. Chil-
dren get in for free if they are 5 years old or younger.
Tickets are only $5 for children between 6 and 12 years
and $10 if 13 years or older. 

The Ocala Discovery Center moved into the old Ar-

mory building in 2009 after the ground floor was reno-
vated. Now it’s time to renovate the second floor (which
was used as a basketball court and volleyball court when
the building originally opened in 1941) and to install an
elevator to allow access for the disabled. The new sec-
ond floor will provide space for traveling exhibits and
educational gatherings. Money raised during the Dis-
covery Fest will be added to the $20,000 already donated
by Rotarians early last year. For more information go to
www.mydiscoverycenter.org. 

Rotary is the world’s oldest service organization. The
Rotary Club of Ocala Southwest meets on Tuesday morn-
ings at 7:45 in Suite 240 at the West Marion Community
Hospital Doctors Office Building. Come and experience
Rotary while enjoying a tasty complimentary breakfast. 

Rotary Clubs join together for Discover Fest

Marion County Sheriff ’s Office is holding its annual
United Way Super Bowl Rib Sale on Friday, Feb. 3, from
noon-6 p.m. Tickets are available for $15 per slab and can
be picked up at the Sheriff ’s complex at 692 N.W. 30th
Ave. in Ocala.  Delivery is also available.

For tickets and more information call Judge Cochran
at 352-368-3594 or Jennifer Lowe at 352-368-3598.

Sheriff’s Office to sell ribs

 000A9HM



Dear EarthTalk: There
are a number of companies
out there now doing “en-
ergy audits” for the home,
after which they try to sell
you attic insulation and
other products and serv-
ices. Is this just a scam or
would it be wise for me to
look into this? — Bill
Richards., New York, NY

For the most part, com-
panies offering energy au-
dits are reputable and
legitimate and will help
you both save money and
reduce your carbon foot-
print if you follow their ad-
vice in regard to upgrading
things like insulation, win-
dows and appliances. “A
home energy assessment,
also known as a home en-
ergy audit, is the first step

to assess how much energy
your home consumes and
to evaluate what measures
you can take to make your
home more energy effi-
cient,” reports the U.S. De-
partment of Energy (DOE).
“An assessment will show

you problems that may,
when corrected, save you
significant amounts of
money over time.”

“During the assessment,
you can pinpoint where
your house is losing en-
ergy,” adds DOE. “Energy

assessments also deter-
mine the efficiency of your
home’s heating and cooling
systems (and) may also
show you ways to conserve
hot water and electricity.”

You can conduct your
own energy audit if you
know where to look for air
leaks (drafts), water waste
and other key areas of a
home’s inefficiencies. The

DOE’s energysavers.gov
website has guidelines to
help homeowners conduct
their own do-it-yourself

The first meeting of
the QMRPOA mem-
bers was held on

Monday, the 9th. This
board is also referred to as
the “REC” board, as in
recreation. The new offi-
cers for the year were in-
troduced: Lillian Carie,
president, Jim Carlson,
vice president, Theresa Yo-

ders, secretary, and Dave
Yoders, treasurer. In addi-
tion to the officers, Pat Tal-
ley, Terry McGill and
Benny Bachand will serve
as directors. It was decided
that the swimming pool
will be closed during Janu-
ary and February – it’s re-
ally too cold for outdoor
swimming.

Following the business
meeting John Walker, a fi-
nancial adviser from Ed-
ward Jones, made a
presentation on the finan-
cial outlook for 2012. He
expects the economy to
continue to expand, but the
pace is sluggish. Also
global worries will likely
persist during this year.
The Edward Jones advis-
ers expect the low interest
rates to continue through

the year and companies
are expected to continue to
grow earnings by about 10
percent in 2012. Did you
know that at an investment
rate of less than 1 percent
it will take more than 70
years to double the initial
investment? 

The Edward Jones advis-
ers suggest owning a diver-
sified portfolio with some
investment in companies
that pay 3 to 4 percent div-
idends. We were encour-
aged to review our
investments and, if neces-
sary, rebalance. Prepare
for the unexpected.

WARNING: Beware of
telephone scams! This
morning I received a call
from a young man claiming
to be my grandson. When I
questioned who he was, he

changed and claimed to be
my nephew (my only
nephew died last year). He
asked for $2,000, which of
course would be returned,
in order to get out of jail in
the Dominican Republic. I
immediately hung up the
phone! I checked the
phone number (area code
438) and found that it was
from a cell phone in Mon-
treal, Canada. Upon calling
the Marion County Sher-
iff ’s office, I was told that
this is a scam that has been
around for several years.
Since it is “international”
there isn’t anything the
local departments can do.
They said to spread the
word and warn others: if
you receive any calls of this
type, just hang up the
phone! 

Every year somebody,
who does not really
have a life, comes up

with words that should not
be used during the New
Year. I am not sure where
this started but it just goes
to show that there are a
whole lot of people who do
not have much to do.

Topping the list this year
of words not to be used is
the word “amazing.” Al-
legedly (which I think is
one word that should not
be used this year) 1,500
people voted to ban the

word “amazing.”
I think it is rather amaz-

ing that out of the
312,867,000 people living in
the United States, 1,500
people tell us what not to
say. Who are these 1,500
people? What do they have
against the word “amaz-
ing?” Have they ever seen
anything that was actually
amazing? 

Of all the words I would
like to see canceled during
this year, “amazing” is not
one of them.

A few words have come
to my attention that I
would like to eliminate for
the coming year. I know I
am only one person but by
Jehoshaphat, I am going to
have my say.

The first word I would
like to see banned would
be, “caucus.” I have no
idea what this word means.
Sure, I can look it up in the
dictionary and find out
what it is supposed to
mean, but when used in

the political arena, I am all
confused. It would surprise
me if some of the commen-
tators that use the word
knew exactly what it
means. After all, it takes all
their concentration to read
the teleprompter.

Yet, this word is em-
ployed in the process of de-
termining who will be the
nominee for the political
office of president of the
United States. I think it is
interesting that to get to the
White House every politi-
cian needs to start with a
Native American caucus.
Of all those objecting to
using this word, the Native
Americans should be the
loudest.

Another word I would
like to see banned for the
year is the word “polling.”
It seems no politician can
do anything without first
doing some polling. They
will spend millions of dol-
lars doing this polling. I
would not mind so much if

they did not call me on the
telephone and waste my
time. If everybody whom
they call on the telephone
in their polling was as sar-
castic as I am, I do not put
any faith in their polling at
all. Mr. Politician, call me
at your peril.

Contemporary politi-
cians would not know what
day of the week it was if it
was not for the latest poll.
Even though the Creator
gave each politician two
legs to stand on, they are
always switching from one
leg to the next. Now I know
why a politician has a left
foot and a right foot.

The only natural thing
that lives by polls is a pole-
cat. There may be some re-
semblance here.

The word “earmarks,” is
another one I would like to
see banned for this coming
year. A politician without
his or her earmarks is like
a skunk without his stink. If
you take a skunk, you are
going to have to put up with
his stink.

I guess the politician
needs to do something with
his or her ears for they cer-
tainly are not employed in
hearing anything from
their constituents. If a
politician insists on ear-
marks, I think we ought to
do some marking of their
ears.

When I was a youngster
in school, my teachers
found a wonderful use for
my ears. Whenever they
wanted me to do some-
thing, they would grab me
by the ears and jerk me
into the right direction.
Where are those teachers
when you really need
them? I would like to help
them with their ear jerking
operation. I know. Let’s call
it the Ear Jerking Opera-
tion (EJO).

One final word I would
like to see obliterated is
the word “party.” Espe-
cially when associated
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 AIRPORT SERVICE
 Door to Door

 Airport Service
        Seaports too

 Orlando, Tampa $75
 Port Canaveral $125

 Companion $25
 (352) 641-0651
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Winter Special
 • Will waive service call with repairs.
 • Offering freeze protection for your irrigation 

 system and backflow preventor.

 Licensed • 
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor

 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society

 WINNER 
 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 Call for 
 details!
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 LAWN/HOME
 Roy’s  Lawn 

 & Home Services
 • Full Property Maintenance
 • Painting
 • Sod Installations
 • Pressure Washing

 F REE  E STIMATES
 Lic/Ins

  352-342-4444 352-342-4444 352-342-4444
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 CLEANING SERVICES
 LET US   LET US  LET US 

 
 

SHOW YOU   SHOW YOU  SHOW YOU 
 

 
HOW HOW HOW

 IT’S DONE IT’S DONE IT’S DONE

 CLEANING CLEANING CLEANING
 That is That is That is

 10 Years experience
 References Available
 352-301-6214
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 PAINTING

 A-1 H OME  R EPAIR  I NC . A-1 H OME  R EPAIR  I NC . A-1 H OME  R EPAIR  I NC .
 Mike Semich

 40 Years Experience 
 • Interior and Exterior Painting 

 • Free Pressure Cleaning with Exterior Paint Job 
 • Free Furniture Moving 
 • Seniors 10% Discount 
 • Licensed and Insured

 (352) 895-6047
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 PLUMBING

 EPA Lead Certification #NAT-113266-1
 OSHA 10 #1216933

 Fla. Lic. #CFC1427666

 804-9165

 Associated P lumbing and Pipe

 From Bathroom Remodeling 
 to Fixing Leaky Faucets, 

 and installing 
 Bliss Walk-in Tubs

 Residential and Commercial

 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Rev. Matthew Walter
 Asst. Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 7:30 am

 Rite II – 8:50 & 11:15 am
 Children’s Church – 8:50 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary  C
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 Anglican Church
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 Residential
 & Restaurant

 Appliances

 352-286-7887
 • Washers
 • Dryers
 • Microwaves
 • Stoves
 • Ovens

 • Refrigerators
 • Water Heaters

 • Disposals
 • Freezers

 APPLIANCE SERVICES
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Weekly Activities
 Wednesday Bible Study . . 7:00 pm

 S ENIOR  P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 00
0A

7T
J

  465-4629 465-4629 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

 Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’
 SLIDING GARAGE   SLIDING GARAGE  SLIDING GARAGE 

 
 

SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR
 $ 695 $ 695 $ 695

 ONSTRUCTION
 RAY RAY RAY C C C

 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows

 Central Florida
 Screen Room & Window Medics,   Inc.

 Screen Rooms
 Acrylic & Glass Rooms

 Rescreens
 Broken Glass

 Replacement Windows
 Gutters

 Foggy Windows
 Cement

 Sliding Glass Door Repair
 Call & speak directly

 to the owner
 David Heath

 Comp. #5524 352 484-5697

 SCREENING
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger
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 is discovered through     worshiping together
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 For Peace of Mind

 Each Office is Independently
 Owned and Operated

 CALL

 MICHAEL PEACE
 REALTOR®

 (352) 789-3518 Cell            (352) 854-9717 Office
 (352) 547-2857 E-Fax

 mpeace@ellisonrealty.com

 www.ellisonrealty.com/michaelpeace

 ELLISON REALTY, INC.
 7621 SW Hwy. 200 • Ocala, FL 34476
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 Clip and Save

 Clip and Save
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 Grandfather 
 Clock

 352-873-7587

 GRANDFATHER CLOCK REPAIR

 Service and repairs
 43 years full time
 experience
 Specializing in 
 floor clocks.
 In Florida
 Jan., Feb., Mar., April
 (In Pennsylvania the other months)

  000A8OT

  Jasmine Plaza   •   352-401-0001 Jasmine Plaza  •  352-401-0001
 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476

 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2

 Reader’s Choice Winner • Jewelry Store 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
 www.jandjjewelersocala.com

 Affordable
 New &
 Estate

 Jewelry  00
0A

6W
U

 All repairs done on premises. All repairs done on premises. All repairs done on premises.

 B ATTERIES
 $ 8 00

 + tax

 BRING THIS COUPON FOR A 
 SPECIAL DISCOUNT

 Unique Lingerie, Inc.

 Are You Wearing th e
 Right Bra?

 (352) 629-5590  •  FAX : (352) 629-5597 
 M ARKET  S TREET  @ H EATHBROOK

 4414 SW C OLLEGE  R D ., S UITE  1930, O CALA
 WWW . UNIQUELINGERIEOCALA . COM

 UNIQUELINGERIE @ EMBARQMAIL . COM 00
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 C OME  I N  F OR  A FREE C ONSULTATION

Some amazing words for the new year

James
Snyder

Please see SNYDER, Page 11

Quail Meadow

Recreation board introduces new officers

Carolyn
Slocumb

John Walker and Bonnie D’Andrea, advisers from Ed-
ward Jones. 

Energy audits can help you save money in your home
EARTH
TALK

Please see EARTH, Page 5
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The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper covering
news of communities west of Ocala including Fore Ranch, Stone Creek,
Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow,
Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in Ocala, Fla.,
34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed above and
the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are having trouble getting the
paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and SR 27 areas, call 854-3986.

CONTACT INFORMATION
(352) 854-3986     Fax (352) 854-9277

8810 S.W. State Road 200, Suite 103, Ocala, FL 34481

• Editor - Jim Clark
• Circulation - Barbara Jaggers

• Inside Sales/Office Coordinator - Michel Northsea
• Advertising Sales - Tom Rapplean and Susie Mirabile

• Regional Manager - John Provost

Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at

352-854-3986 or send by e-mail to
editor@westmarionmessenger.com

Community news and photos must be received by
Friday the week before publication. Mail and photos

may be left at the Messenger office in Kingsland
Plaza. All contributions are subject to editing for

clarity, taste, and style.

Deadline for
Advertising

Classified Reader Ads
4 pm Friday

Display Ads
5 pm Thursday
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ARIES (March 21 to April
19) Guess what, Lamb?
You’re about to experience
a new perspective on a situ-
ation you long regarded
quite differently. What you
learn could open more op-
portunities later.

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) The Bold Bovine is
tempted to charge into a
new venture. But it might
be best to take things one
step at a time, so that you
know just where you are at
any given point.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) It’s a good time to go on
that fun getaway you’ve
been planning. You’ll re-
turn refreshed, ready and,
yes, even eager to tackle the
new challenge that awaits
you.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) The Moon Child loves to
fantasize about magical
happenings in the early
part of the week. But the
sensible Crab gets down to
serious business by week’s
end.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
What goes around comes
around for those lucky Leos
and Leonas whose acts of
generosity could be repaid
with opportunities to ex-
pand into new and exciting
areas of interest.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) Your concern about your
job responsibilities is com-
mendable. But you need to
take some quiet time to
share with someone who
has really missed being
with you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) Aspects favor getting out
and meeting new people.
And as a bonus, you might
find that some of your
newly made friends could
offer important business
contacts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov.
21) You might take pride in
wanting to do everything
yourself. But now’s a good
time to ask family members
to help with a demanding
personal situation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to
Dec. 21) Pay more attention
to the possibilities in that
workplace change. It could
show the way to make that
long-sought turn on your ca-
reer path.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to
Jan. 19) Your need to suc-
ceed might overwhelm obli-
gations to your loved ones.
Ease up on that workload
and into some well-de-
served time with family and
friends.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) Love rules for
amorous Aquarians who
can make good use of  their
ability to communicate feel-
ings. Don’t be surprised if
they’re reciprocated in
kind.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March
20) Fishing for compli-
ments? No doubt, you prob-
ably earned them. But it’s
best to let others believe
they were the ones who un-
covered the treasure you
really are.

BORN THIS WEEK:
Your good works flow from
an open, generous heart.
Nothing makes you happier
than to see others happy as
well.

© 2012 King Features
Synd., Inc. 

LeisureRead the
classifieds

Happenings
Wednesday, Jan. 18
Public bingo at the Moose

Each Wednesday beginning at 1 p.m., bingo
is played with opportunities to win big! Try
your luck while supporting the Lodge and it’s
charity andradite. Everyone is welcome, with a
variety of lunch selections. The lodge is at
10411 S.W. 110th St. Phone is 352-854-2200.

Thursday, Jan. 19
Air Force group to meet

The Red Tail Memorial Chapter 136 of the
Air Force Association (AFA) will hold its Janu-
ary meeting on Thursday, Jan. 19, at 7 p.m. at
the Ocala Airport Administration Building 750
SW 60th Ave., Ocala FL 34474.

Joe Lacey will present his power point on
Lockheed L-1011.

Everyone is welcome.

Judy Rogers sings at College Road

On Jan. 19, Young At Heart, College Road
Baptist Church, 5010 S.W. College Road, will
present Judy Rogers. She is a renowned Chris-
tian singer with comedy and inspiration. Join
us, with a dish to share, at noon. Start your new
year with conviction. If you need a ride call the
church office 352-237-5741. We look forward to
guests.

Saturday, Jan. 21
Circle Square Health, Wellness Expo

The 10th annual Health & Wellness Expo
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Circle
Square Cultural Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Come and see what Ocala has to offer in the
field of health care and learn the latest in med-
ical advances. This is a free event.

This year’s Expo is sponsored by On Top of
the World Communities and Munroe Regional
Medical Center (MRMC) and will feature vari-
ous services offered by the hospital, including
information on heart health, diabetes, stroke,
nutrition and more. Representatives from area
healthcare related agencies will also be on
hand to provide information and answer ques-
tions regarding your health. 

Additionally, The Ranch Fitness Center &
Spa and On Top of the World certified fitness
instructors will offer a variety of exercise
demonstrations throughout the day. 

Participate in the ZUMBA Fitness Jam on
The Town Square at Circle Square Commons
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.; a donation of $5 per

person will go towards the March of Dimes.
The Circle Square Cultural Center is at 8395

S.W. 80th St. For more information, visit the
website at www.CSCulturalCenter.com or call
352-854-3670.

Mega book sale scheduled

A mega book sale to benefit Sheltering
Hands Rescue, including used books, CD’s,
videos and crafts, will be Saturday, Jan. 21,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Winn Dixie, 8445 S.W.
State Road 200, Ocala.

Scandinavian Club of Marion County

The Scandinavian Club of Marion County in-
vites people of Danish, Finish, Icelandic, Nor-
wegian and Swedish decent to join us at our
next meeting on Jan. 21 at 11:30 a.m. in the
ballroom at the Ocala Hilton, 3600 S.W. 36th
Ave., in Ocala. The menu will be apple stuffed
pork loin with mashed potatoes and gravy, veg-
etables, salad and desert. 

The entertainment by Honey’s School of
Dance. The cost is $16 per person. Reserva-
tions and payment must be made in advance.
Payment must be received by Tuesday, Jan. 17.
Checks to be made out to Don Clauson and
mailed to Don Clauson, 5901 S.W. 86th Place
Ocala, FL 34476. For further details call Don
Clauson 352 861-1235 or Terry Rasmussen 352
347-8362. 

Sunday, Jan. 22
Jazz Society offers free music

The Ocala Jazz Society returns to the VFW
Post 4781, across from Oak Run, on the fourth
Sunday this month, 2 to 5 p.m.

The group plays more than jazz including fa-
vorite songs from past years. Dancing is en-
couraged.

For more info call Gladys at 352-854-8930.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
West Marion business group meets

The West Marion Business Association will
hold its regular meeting at the Southwest Dis-
trict Sheriff ’s Office on Tuesday, Jan. 24, from
5:30 to 6;30 p.m.

Gospel music at Joy Lutheran

Join us for an evening of praise and worship
at Joy Lutheran Church on Tuesday, Jan. 24 at
7 p.m. with Arizonans Dave Anderson and
Kelly Patten. The concerts these men present

includes gospel music, old-time Sunday school
songs, contemporary Christian music and sto-
ries of God’s grace and mercy including “The
Rescue Story” which has been heard by mil-
lions of people around the world.

A free-will offering will be asked at this
event.

Joy Lutheran Church is on Southwest State
Road 200 at 83rd Place, Ocala.

For further information, call 352-854-4509
ext. 221.

Saturday, Jan. 28
Moose Golf Tournament

Teams are being organized for a golf tourna-
ment on Saturday, Jan. 28, to raise money for
the Moose Lodge and its charitable endeavors.
A shotgun start begins at 8 a.m. Prizes and
awards for all participants followed by a
chicken feast. This event is for members,
friends and qualified signed up guests. For
pricing and more information call Joe Edel at
352-237-1485.

Saturday, Jan. 28
Camellia show scheduled

The Ocala Camellia Society will present its
annual camellia show on Saturday, Jan. 28, and
Sunday, Jan. 29, at the Pioneer Garden Club,
4331 E. Silver Springs Blvd., in Ocala.

Admission to the camellia show is free, and
there is plenty of free parking. 

The Annual Ocala Camellia Society Camel-
lia Show features award-winning blooms from
across the southeastern United States. 

On Jan. 28, you are invited to enter blooms
from 7 to 10 a.m. Judging will be from 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 or 1 p.m. 

The public is invited to view the show from 2
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. 

Camellia plants will be available from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, or until supply runs out. 

For more information, please call 352-595-
3365 or visit www.americancamellias.org and
look for the Ocala Camellia Society web page. 

More Happenings
on Page 11

 000A9GW
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One person, one vote? Not for nominees
Limit gambling

in Florida
A Florida Senate committee ap-

proved a gambling casino bill this
week, but that bill still has a long way
to go to pass, and then voters in various
counties would have to decide what
was going to happen.

We can tell you what will happen.
Just look at Atlantic City.

Undoubtedly there are some of you
out there who visited the Jersey Shore
(the place, not the television show)
when you were much younger. It was a
beach, a boardwalk filled with amuse-
ments of all types, those that you can
usually only find at a carnival nowa-
days. It was also a big convention cen-
ter, highlighted by Bert Parks singing
“There she is, Miss America.” It was a
great family place.

Then came a big move, when casinos
were approved for Atlantic City. After
that, there has been a lot written about
how different types of families moved
in … you know
what we mean.

The glitzy
casino area at-
tracted visitors
from far and wide, but people were
warned not to wander too far away
from the hotels and casinos … it was a
part of Atlantic City that no one wants
to visit.

Do we need that in Florida? We
think not.

It’s bad enough that we already have
some casinos operating under out-
dated treaties. It’s bad enough that the
Internet cafes have popped up in al-
most every shopping center. Even the
state lottery, which many people play,
can be listed as a racket.

We would prefer that the Legislature
go a different route – outlaw all casino-
type gambling in the state. Period.
Let’s not let anyone build the fancy ho-
tels and casinos.

If the treaties with Native Americans
become a problem, then make it
against the law to cross county lines for
gambling purposes. 

Cruise ship casinos? Fine. They go
outside the imaginary limit, which
puts them out of the reach of Florida
laws. But they’re not out of reach of the
laws when they finish gambling and
want to come back in. Could you re-
quire these people to show passports
and go through Customs to get back
into port? Could we make them “de-
clare” their winnings for IRS pur-
poses? Of course, that probably
wouldn’t be much, since the house
wins more than the gamblers. That
would make people think twice.

Gambling is an addiction, the same
as any other addiction. Don’t be fooled
by those who favor gambling because
they say it will be an economic boom.
The downside is a lot worse than the
money to be made.

For those who want the gambling be-
cause “it’s fun,” and they can afford it,
well, we’re pretty sure there are apart-
ments for rent and houses for sale in
New Jersey. You’ll enjoy it up there,
we’re sure, even if you have to buy
snow shovels. But remember, that roll
of the dice or that extra card in Black-
jack may not be exactly the numbers
you want.
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Editorial

Your Letters

Four-day week
Wow! Two unions fighting among them-

selves as to who should or should not get
pay cuts. Better the children should suf-
fer than cut anyone’s wages. What to do
with all the children who will have an
extra day off. 

I say get rid of all the school buses ex-
cept those for the handicapped and give
the kids some exercise by having them
walk to school. Take some of those driv-
ers and have them as school guards. The
money you save on the buses alone will
save the schools the money they want. 

Let’s get real here. We really do not
need these unions telling us how to spend
our tax dollars. Isn’t there anyone on the
School Board who can think for them-
selves. The economy is bad right now and
we need to save as much money as we
can. 

Don’t make our children walk to school,
heaven forbid. Maybe if they go to their
neighborhood school they wouldn’t have
to walk so far.

Pat Lee
Ocala

Ocala medicine:
incompetent, and lacking

Some 45 years ago when I was living
here and after studying medicine I be-
came a financial and medical auditor for
Blue Cross and Medicare. I audited hos-
pital and doctor medicine as well as fi-
nances and discovered more
Medicare/Blue Cross frauds than you
have fingers and toes. Now Medicare
fraud is rampant and when I report them
nothing happens. Representative Cliff
Stearns is a joke, when he says he wants
to uncover Medicare fraud. Right this
minute I know of three physicians prac-
ticing fraud and I can do nothing about it
even when it’s reported. One of my physi-
cians told me he knows of doctors fraud-
ing Medicare. Boy has it changed. I’ve
closed one hospital and saw that many
physicians are not in practice now be-
cause of malpractice.

Medicine in this area is suffering, liter-
ally. Doctors can do three things, operate
if qualified, and that’s a very big if, pre-
scribe medication for pain, usually oxy-
codone, vicodin, tramadol or whatever,
and whatever is a big word. My wife and I
have outstanding cardiologists, urologists,
back surgeon and gastroenterologists. Be-
yond that forget it. There’s not a good neu-
rologist, pain management or orthopedic
doctor in the area. Add to that a number
of questionable ophthalmologists and a
large x-ray group and it’s a nightmare.
One so called back surgeon operated on
my wife and really botched the job and
he’s from the same group where a doctor
told me I had no back problem, but was
countermanded by two real specialists.
So far I’ve yet to find a qualified orthope-
dist here.

I have peripheral neuropathy, not dia-
betes related and after seeing six neurol-
ogists and three pain managementReader Opinions Invited

� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the opinions
of the editorial board of the newspaper.

� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not necessar-
ily represent the opinion of the editorial board.

� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to the
editor and guest columns.

� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community name,

including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be printed; phone
numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good taste.
Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed on a
space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per week. The
deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road 200,
suite 104, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com.
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8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run
352-291-7626 • Mon. - Fri. 9am-5pm, Sat. 9am - 2pm

Thank You for your business, we strive to make our customers satisfied.

Sale on all Trojan Batteries
6-V

Power
Trans

 only
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only
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8-V
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only
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only
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HOME OF THE GREAT DEALS

We Buy Golf Carts!
Free Pick-up

within 10 miles

Starting at
$4,995

COME TAKE A DRIVE!

Utility 4x4Utility 4x4
and gas and gas 
availableavailable

Back seat only $449

2012 
Club
Car

 K ELLEAN  K AI  T RUESDELL ,  J . D .,  LL . M .
 LL.M. ~ Masters Degree in Estate Planning / University of Miami School of Law  (352) 873-4141

 Wills, Pour-Over Wills, Revocable & Irrevocable Trusts,
 Health & Financial Powers of Attorney,

 The Truesdell Living Will, Pre-Need Guardian Affidavits, 
 DNRs, Trust Funding & Administration, Probate, 

 Guardianship, Asset Protection,
 Medicaid Qualification for Health Care,

 Recent Law Changes, and more.

 000A9FJ

 F LORIDA  E STATE  P LANNING ,
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 W EDNESDAY  • F EBRUARY  8, 2012 • 10:00  AM
 R ESERVATIONS  R EQUIRED  – N O  C OST  – N O  O BLIGATION

 Kellean Kai Trusdell, J.D., LL.M  Attorney & Counselor at Law
 KELLEANTRUESDELL.COM

 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue

 Ocala, FL 34482

Jim Clark
Editor

Let’s say you’re a Michele Bachmann
fan, you want here to be the Repub-
lican nominee for president in 2012.

You’re looking forward to voting for her in
the Florida presidential primary on Jan.
31.

But wait. There’s a problem. She
dropped out of the presidential race after
the Iowa caucuses because of a low finish.

So, in effect, the few voters in Iowa have
disenfranchised you as a voter in Florida.
Iowa is forcing its way upon other states
when it comes to the primary.

Now admittedly, it’s highly unlikely that
there were too many Bachmann support-
ers wandering around Florida. But it’s the
principle of the thing … should the people
in Iowa be telling you who to vote for.

All this came to mind this week with a
story that the Republican National Com-
mittee is “punishing” Florida for having
an early primary, or at least a panel wants
it to do that. The group wants to cut the
number of Florida delegates in half, and
is evidently relegating the Florida dele-
gation to some “less than desirable” ho-
tels at the convention site.

And where is the convention? Why, it’s
in Tampa, which the last time I looked
was still in Florida.

You ask why the delegates can’t just
drive in to the Tampa Bay Times Forum
(it used to be the St. Pete Times Forum,
but the newspaper changed its name)
from home on the day of the convention.
Sorry, but there are rules that require the
delegates to stay in a designated hotel. So
even if a delegate lives a couple of miles
from the downtown convention site in
Tampa, he has to stay in the hotel.

Oh yes. If the sanctions are approved,
the Florida delegates will also lose some

floor space and possibly some VIP passes.
Goodness, what’s this world coming to? A
cut in VIP passes?

And what is a “less than desirable”
hotel? What’s less desirable for them may
be more than enough for the delegates. I
once stayed in a very nice motel out on
Dale Mabry near the stadium. Of course, it
didn’t have room service or an in-room
bar, but I can live without those things.

Many delegates at both conventions ev-
idently can’t.

I’ve advocated this before … why can’t
we have just one national primary day to
let the voters decide (what a concept!) who
the nominees will be? Then we could do
away with these wild parties, otherwise
known as conventions, and states like
Iowa and New Hampshire would not have
a disproportionate influence on the
choice of a candidate.

That probably won’t happen. There are
too many back room decisions to be made
by both parties to give up these events.

Just make sure you stay away from the
Tampa area the week of Aug. 27. There
will be a big convention there, and lots of
crowds, but I just thought of something.
Isn’t that the heart of hurricane season?

Jim Clark is the editor of the West Mar-
ion Messenger. He can be reached at 352-
854-3986 or at
editor@westmarionmessenger.com.

Please see LETTER, Page 12

home energy assessments.
For instance, DOE recom-
mends that homeowners
make a list of obvious air
leaks, such as through gaps
along baseboards or at the
edges of flooring and at
wall and ceiling junctures.
The potential energy sav-
ings from reducing drafts
in a home can be as high as
30 percent per year, re-
ports DOE. (The DOE web-
site also provides
information on other ways
to save money and re-
sources through less obvi-
ous things such as outdoor
landscaping. It also posts
guidelines for energy-effi-
cient designing and remod-
eling.)

You should also check
the filters on heating and
cooling equipment to see if
they need to be changed so
as to keep your furnace
and air conditioners func-
tioning at maximum effi-
ciency. And if these or
other appliances over 15
years old consider replac-
ing them with newer mod-
els that meet federal
EnergyStar efficiency cri-

teria. Also, swapping out
older incandescent bulbs
in light fixtures with
higher efficiency compact
fluorescent or LED bulbs
will save money and en-
ergy.

A professional energy
auditor with dedicated as-
sessment tools and the
knowledge of how to use
them will in all likelihood
carry out a more compre-
hensive assessment than
you can do yourself. “Thor-
ough assessments often
use equipment such as
blower doors, which meas-
ure the extent of leaks in
the building envelope, and
infrared cameras, which
reveal hard-to-detect areas
of air infiltration and miss-
ing insulation.”

If you are concerned
about enlisting a for-profit
firm that upsells its own
energy efficiency upgrade
services based on a “free”
energy audit, check with
your utility to see whether
it offers unbiased, inde-
pendent energy audit serv-
ices (which it may do for
free or for a nominal cost).
The assessor from your
utility may be able to rec-
ommend window and door
replacement companies,
heating and cooling spe-
cialists and other vendors

nearby that do reputable
work to make your home is
not only energy efficient
but warmer in the winter
and cooler in the summer.

CONTACTS: DOE En-
ergy Savers, www.ener-
gysavers.gov; EnergyStar,
www.energystar.gov.

Dear EarthTalk: What’s
the story with Echinacea?
Many herb teas contain it,
and many people swear by
it as a cold remedy. But I’ve
also seen headlines saying
that the herb has no me-
dicinal value whatsoever.
Can you set the record
straight?
— Arlene Hixson, Port-
land, ME

Echinacea, also known
as purple coneflower, has
gained popularity in recent
years as a nutritional sup-
plement that proponents
believe is helpful in staving
off the common cold and
shortening its duration.
But given the variation be-
tween dosages and formu-
lations—such herbs are not
regulated as medical drugs
by the U.S Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and
so makers have little in-
centive to standardize—it’s
hard to get definitive an-
swers as to Echinacea’s ef-
fectiveness.

Historically, Native
Americans relied on the
root of Echinacea to numb
toothache pain and treat
dyspepsia as well as snake,
insect and spider bites.
While some modern day
folks rely on Echinacea
just based on this anec-
dotal evidence, scientific
studies have verified that
the herb can be effective.
To wit, a 2008 University of
Connecticut review of 14
different clinical trials of
Echinacea use found that
taking the supplement re-
duced the chances of get-
ting a cold by 31 percent,
and helped people get over
cold and flu symptoms a
day and a half earlier than
those who didn’t take it.

Researchers initially
thought Echinacea’s effec-
tiveness was due to its im-
mune-boosting traits, but
they now believe instead
that the herb works more
as an anti-inflammatory
agent. A 2009 University of
British Columbia study

found that typical commer-
cially available Echinacea
preparations are effective
in reducing the body’s pro-
duction of inflammatory
proteins in human
bronchial cells. In layman’s
terms, this means that
Echinacea can help lessen
the annoying symptoms of
common colds, the flu and
other respiratory ailments.
Furthermore, the study
found that Echinacea is
just as effective in reduc-
ing bronchial inflamma-
tion whether it is
consumed before or after a
viral infection sets in, indi-
cating that taking moder-
ate doses on a regular basis
during cold season can
help prevent some
bronchial irritation if and
when cold symptoms
begin.

Interestingly, though, a
2010 study of 719 partici-
pants in Wisconsin focus-
ing on illness duration and
severity found that the du-
ration of the common cold
could be shortened by tak-

ing a pill of some sort,
whether Echinacea or a
placebo with no active in-
gredients. But this study
merely underscored the
importance of psychologi-
cal factors in fighting ill-
ness and did not say that
Echinacea isn’t effective.

Given the lack of FDA
oversight of herbs, differ-
ent formulations may con-
tain vastly different
amounts of Echinacea. A
2004 evaluation of 19 dif-
ferent Echinacea brands
by the non-profit Con-
sumers Union and pub-
lished in Consumer
Reports found that the
amount of Echinacea actu-
ally present in supple-
ments varied considerably
from brand to brand—and
even in some cases from
bottle to bottle of the same
brand. The magazine rec-
ommended a few brands as
“best picks,” including
Spring Valley, Origin and
Sundown, all which fea-
tured high concentrations
of Echinacea and reliable

dosage amounts from pill
to pill.

Before taking the Echi-
nacea plunge, beware that
the herb can cause allergic
reactions in some people
and may interact nega-
tively with some common
medications. Researchers
warn that anyone with au-
toimmune disease or a
handful of other illnesses
should not take Echinacea
without first consulting
with their doctor.

CONTACTS: FDA,
www.fda.gov; Consumers
Union, www.consumer-
sunion.org.

EarthTalk® is written
and edited by Roddy
Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trade-
mark of E - The Environ-
mental Magazine
(www.emagazine.com).
Send questions to: earth-
talk@emagazine.com.
Subscribe:
www.emagazine.com/sub-
scribe. Free Trial Issue:
www.emagazine.com/trial. 

EARTH
continued from Page 3

PHOTO COURTESY USDA

Companies offering energy audits are generally reputable and legitimate and will
help you both save money and reduce your carbon footprint if you follow their ad-
vice. Pictured: A home energy auditor inspects a water heater. 

PHOTO COURTESY ISTOCK

Echinacea has gained popularity in recent years as a
remedy for the common cold. But because it is not reg-
ulated as a medical drug by the FDA — and given the
variation between dosages and formulations available
to consumers — it is difficult to get definitive answers
as to its effectiveness.
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 Lorenzo Ramunno, Esq.
 Member of Florida Bar and New York Bar

 Wills and Estate Planning  •   Probate Law
 Trusts and Trust Administration  •  Real Estate Contracts

 Powers of Attorney • Pre-Marital Agreements
 We offer free consultations for Estate Planning

 Serving clients in Florida for 23 years.
 Call to schedule an appointment.
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 MAIN OFFICE OFF HWY. 200
 Jasmine Professional Park

 7500 SW 61st Ave., #100 
 Ocala, FL 34476

 352-622-3937
 museumeyecare@live.com

 Dr. James A. Muse
  Board Certified Board Certified

 Optometric Physician Optometric Physician

 Our commitment to personalized eyecare...

 Your eyes are our masterpiece.

 No Technicians,
 No Opticians,

 Just You and the Doctor

 Heath Brook Commons (next to Publix)
 5400 SW College Rd/Highway 200, Suite 106, Ocala, FL 34474

 Eyecare hours are:
 M  T TH F 8:30 -5:00; W 1:00-6:00

 Select Sat. are available

 Medicare,
 United Health Care,

 BC/BS Providers
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 RENEWED   �   SURFACES
 We Specialize In Repairing Your Concrete Not Just Coloring Over It!! 
 WE MAKE YOUR CONCRETE LOOK GOOD!

 By Re-Surfacing Your Concrete!
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patio’s  �  Garages  �  Entrance Ways

 �   Non Skid Protection  �    Many Colors!  �   Easy to Keep Clean
 �   Mildew & Oil Resistant   �   Commercial Grade Quality

 NEW CONCRETE

   �    352-237-2796     �
 Family Owned & Operated 

 Since 1972
 Licensed & Insured #3803

 Dependable

 • We Install New or Replace Old Slabs
 • Driveways - Drive Extensions   • Patios - Walkways

 �   Total Concrete Service  �

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction 000A93F

 Ocala’s Only 4-Star Ocala’s Only 4-Star
 Accommodations Accommodations

 for Your Pet for Your Pet
 “Tour our unique “Tour our unique
 facility and you facility and you
 be the judge!” be the judge!”
 352-861-4566 352-861-4566

  Boarding             Grooming Boarding       Grooming

 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala 10411 SW 105th Street • Ocala
 www.palmettokennels.com www.palmettokennels.com
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 Kennel
 Pet Sitting

 Kennel
 Grooming
 Pet Sitting
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 352-347-9198
 STEVE GRINDLE’S

 R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS
 • Operates in conjunction with 

 your garage door.
 • Motorized with remote control
 • Gives privacy, heat reduction 

 and air circulation

 • 80% protection from UV rays
 • Can be operated in a power 

 failure
 • Keeps pests & bugs out
 • Will fit arched doorways

 High quality PVC screen available in  6 attractive colors.
 G ARAGE  D OOR  R EPAIR  

 8 Years Experience ~ Licensed and Insured
 www.RetractScreen.com

  TRANSFORM YOUR GARAGE TRANSFORM YOUR GARAGE TRANSFORM YOUR GARAGE

 0009XKN

 732-GOLF
         (4653)

 Open to 
 the Public 

 $ 5 00  OFF
 Current Rate with coupon 
 and Tee Time Reservation

 Our Low Current 
 18 Hole Rates
 $ 35 00

 Before 11:00
 $ 30 00

 After 11:00
 $ 20 00

 After 2:30

 ©

 ©

 Just 1 mile west of I-75 on US 27 (Exit 354)

 Expires 12/31/11

 Expries 12/31/11
 Rates subject to change.

         18 Hole 

 Championship Course

 Dress Code:
     Collared Shirt Required 

                 NO Jeans

 GOLF OUTINGS
 WELCOME!

COMPLIMENTARY SENIOR ESTATE 
PROTECTION WORKSHOP

SEATING IS LIMITED — CALL IN ADVANCE FOR RESERVATIONS 
RESERVE YOUR FREE SEAT TODAY

LUNCH IS PROVIDED!

1-800-995-1238
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2012
Time: 12:30 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Location: Golden Corral

2111 SW College Road, Ocala, Fl

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE
Mary Holevinski, Registered Representative

200 White Road, Suite 204, Little Silver, NJ 07739

Securities offered through Madison Avenue Securities, Inc. (“MAS”), Member of NASD & SIPA

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED:
• Wills vs. Living Trusts
• Medicare Parts A, B & D
• Estate Taxes
• Estate Tax Saving Techniques
• Durable Powers of Attorney
• Living Wills
• Health Care Proxy
• Proper Asset Titling
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Potentially Increase Your Income & Defer Taxes
• Medicaid Planning
• Guardianship

 0009P1H

 park & ride from the mall

 F ° L ° O ° R ° I ° D ° A
 Admission $3

 Children under 12   FREE

Fairfield Village

In an earlier article I
told you about Louise,
our wonderful neigh-

bor with all the treasures
from around the world. I
promised a “follow-up arti-
cle” about her many talents
as well, and I always try to
keep my word.

This fabulous lady can
sew or create so many dif-
ferent kinds of things that I
was totally blown away by
her talent. 

Since I could never re-
ally do justice in describ-
ing all the things that she
can create, my hope is that
the photographs accompa-
nying this short piece will
speak for themselves about
the extent of her abilities
as well as the beauty of the
pieces.

Let me hasten to say that
Louise, who is originally
from Rhode Island, comes
from a family of 11 very tal-
ented and successful sib-
lings. 

She does not brag about
this; I found out by asking

some very (almost probing)
questions.

Louise went to college to
become an educator and
she met and married her
husband when she was a
teacher in Germany. As
was mentioned in the ear-
lier article, Louise gave
her husband a beautiful
grandfather clock as a wed-
ding gift. 

He, in turn, gave her a
Pfaff sewing machine
made there in Germany in
June of 1959. From that day
to this, that sewing ma-
chine is one of Louise’s
special treasures, and she
really puts it to use. 

For 52½ years, the Pfaff
sewing machine has
worked beautifully with
only one trip to the “shop,”
although Louise had a bit
of a problem finding the
right bobbins for a time.
Now she says she has
plenty so she has no prob-
lems. For sure she has put
that gift to good use and
coupled it with handwork
that she does to make some
totally gorgeous creations.

Please enjoy the photos
which show just a very few
of the kinds of things that
this extremely talented
and versatile creative de-
signer has made. Louise is
really one of Fairfield Vil-
lage’s treasures and an-
other reason we can boast
about being “…a lively
place filled with lovely
people.” 

Fairfield’s ‘treasure’ lady is multi-talented

Priscilla
Geissal

Louise’s beautiful smile is
as warm as she is when
she wears one of her
scarves.  More photos,
Page 7.

Louise’s wedding gift in June 1959 has served her well for 52 1⁄2 years.

The stitchery is as beautiful on both sides as Louise makes sure that both sides are
just as neat. See photo below.

Wearing one of
Louise’s sweaters
or vests feels like
something really
special...they are
gorgeous. See
photos below.

Wearing one of
Louise’s sweaters
or vests feels like
something really
special...they are
gorgeous.
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 Dr. James A. Muse
  Board Certified Board Certified

 Optometric Physician Optometric Physician

 Our commitment to personalized eyecare...

 Your eyes are our masterpiece.

 No Technicians,
 No Opticians,

 Just You and the Doctor

 Heath Brook Commons (next to Publix)
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 • Motorized with remote control
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 732-GOLF
         (4653)

 Open to 
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 $ 5 00  OFF
 Current Rate with coupon 
 and Tee Time Reservation

 Our Low Current 
 18 Hole Rates
 $ 35 00

 Before 11:00
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 After 11:00
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 Just 1 mile west of I-75 on US 27 (Exit 354)

 Expires 12/31/11

 Expries 12/31/11
 Rates subject to change.

         18 Hole 
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 Dress Code:
     Collared Shirt Required 

                 NO Jeans

 GOLF OUTINGS
 WELCOME!

COMPLIMENTARY SENIOR ESTATE 
PROTECTION WORKSHOP

SEATING IS LIMITED — CALL IN ADVANCE FOR RESERVATIONS 
RESERVE YOUR FREE SEAT TODAY

LUNCH IS PROVIDED!

1-800-995-1238
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2012
Time: 12:30 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Location: Golden Corral

2111 SW College Road, Ocala, Fl

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE
Mary Holevinski, Registered Representative

200 White Road, Suite 204, Little Silver, NJ 07739

Securities offered through Madison Avenue Securities, Inc. (“MAS”), Member of NASD & SIPA

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED:
• Wills vs. Living Trusts
• Medicare Parts A, B & D
• Estate Taxes
• Estate Tax Saving Techniques
• Durable Powers of Attorney
• Living Wills
• Health Care Proxy
• Proper Asset Titling
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Potentially Increase Your Income & Defer Taxes
• Medicaid Planning
• Guardianship
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Fairfield Village

In an earlier article I
told you about Louise,
our wonderful neigh-

bor with all the treasures
from around the world. I
promised a “follow-up arti-
cle” about her many talents
as well, and I always try to
keep my word.

This fabulous lady can
sew or create so many dif-
ferent kinds of things that I
was totally blown away by
her talent. 

Since I could never re-
ally do justice in describ-
ing all the things that she
can create, my hope is that
the photographs accompa-
nying this short piece will
speak for themselves about
the extent of her abilities
as well as the beauty of the
pieces.

Let me hasten to say that
Louise, who is originally
from Rhode Island, comes
from a family of 11 very tal-
ented and successful sib-
lings. 

She does not brag about
this; I found out by asking

some very (almost probing)
questions.

Louise went to college to
become an educator and
she met and married her
husband when she was a
teacher in Germany. As
was mentioned in the ear-
lier article, Louise gave
her husband a beautiful
grandfather clock as a wed-
ding gift. 

He, in turn, gave her a
Pfaff sewing machine
made there in Germany in
June of 1959. From that day
to this, that sewing ma-
chine is one of Louise’s
special treasures, and she
really puts it to use. 

For 52½ years, the Pfaff
sewing machine has
worked beautifully with
only one trip to the “shop,”
although Louise had a bit
of a problem finding the
right bobbins for a time.
Now she says she has
plenty so she has no prob-
lems. For sure she has put
that gift to good use and
coupled it with handwork
that she does to make some
totally gorgeous creations.

Please enjoy the photos
which show just a very few
of the kinds of things that
this extremely talented
and versatile creative de-
signer has made. Louise is
really one of Fairfield Vil-
lage’s treasures and an-
other reason we can boast
about being “…a lively
place filled with lovely
people.” 

Fairfield’s ‘treasure’ lady is multi-talented

Priscilla
Geissal

Louise’s beautiful smile is
as warm as she is when
she wears one of her
scarves.  More photos,
Page 7.

Louise’s wedding gift in June 1959 has served her well for 52 1⁄2 years.

The stitchery is as beautiful on both sides as Louise makes sure that both sides are
just as neat. See photo below.

Wearing one of
Louise’s sweaters
or vests feels like
something really
special...they are
gorgeous. See
photos below.

Wearing one of
Louise’s sweaters
or vests feels like
something really
special...they are
gorgeous.
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One person, one vote? Not for nominees
Limit gambling

in Florida
A Florida Senate committee ap-

proved a gambling casino bill this
week, but that bill still has a long way
to go to pass, and then voters in various
counties would have to decide what
was going to happen.

We can tell you what will happen.
Just look at Atlantic City.

Undoubtedly there are some of you
out there who visited the Jersey Shore
(the place, not the television show)
when you were much younger. It was a
beach, a boardwalk filled with amuse-
ments of all types, those that you can
usually only find at a carnival nowa-
days. It was also a big convention cen-
ter, highlighted by Bert Parks singing
“There she is, Miss America.” It was a
great family place.

Then came a big move, when casinos
were approved for Atlantic City. After
that, there has been a lot written about
how different types of families moved
in … you know
what we mean.

The glitzy
casino area at-
tracted visitors
from far and wide, but people were
warned not to wander too far away
from the hotels and casinos … it was a
part of Atlantic City that no one wants
to visit.

Do we need that in Florida? We
think not.

It’s bad enough that we already have
some casinos operating under out-
dated treaties. It’s bad enough that the
Internet cafes have popped up in al-
most every shopping center. Even the
state lottery, which many people play,
can be listed as a racket.

We would prefer that the Legislature
go a different route – outlaw all casino-
type gambling in the state. Period.
Let’s not let anyone build the fancy ho-
tels and casinos.

If the treaties with Native Americans
become a problem, then make it
against the law to cross county lines for
gambling purposes. 

Cruise ship casinos? Fine. They go
outside the imaginary limit, which
puts them out of the reach of Florida
laws. But they’re not out of reach of the
laws when they finish gambling and
want to come back in. Could you re-
quire these people to show passports
and go through Customs to get back
into port? Could we make them “de-
clare” their winnings for IRS pur-
poses? Of course, that probably
wouldn’t be much, since the house
wins more than the gamblers. That
would make people think twice.

Gambling is an addiction, the same
as any other addiction. Don’t be fooled
by those who favor gambling because
they say it will be an economic boom.
The downside is a lot worse than the
money to be made.

For those who want the gambling be-
cause “it’s fun,” and they can afford it,
well, we’re pretty sure there are apart-
ments for rent and houses for sale in
New Jersey. You’ll enjoy it up there,
we’re sure, even if you have to buy
snow shovels. But remember, that roll
of the dice or that extra card in Black-
jack may not be exactly the numbers
you want.
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Editorial

Your Letters

Four-day week
Wow! Two unions fighting among them-

selves as to who should or should not get
pay cuts. Better the children should suf-
fer than cut anyone’s wages. What to do
with all the children who will have an
extra day off. 

I say get rid of all the school buses ex-
cept those for the handicapped and give
the kids some exercise by having them
walk to school. Take some of those driv-
ers and have them as school guards. The
money you save on the buses alone will
save the schools the money they want. 

Let’s get real here. We really do not
need these unions telling us how to spend
our tax dollars. Isn’t there anyone on the
School Board who can think for them-
selves. The economy is bad right now and
we need to save as much money as we
can. 

Don’t make our children walk to school,
heaven forbid. Maybe if they go to their
neighborhood school they wouldn’t have
to walk so far.

Pat Lee
Ocala

Ocala medicine:
incompetent, and lacking

Some 45 years ago when I was living
here and after studying medicine I be-
came a financial and medical auditor for
Blue Cross and Medicare. I audited hos-
pital and doctor medicine as well as fi-
nances and discovered more
Medicare/Blue Cross frauds than you
have fingers and toes. Now Medicare
fraud is rampant and when I report them
nothing happens. Representative Cliff
Stearns is a joke, when he says he wants
to uncover Medicare fraud. Right this
minute I know of three physicians prac-
ticing fraud and I can do nothing about it
even when it’s reported. One of my physi-
cians told me he knows of doctors fraud-
ing Medicare. Boy has it changed. I’ve
closed one hospital and saw that many
physicians are not in practice now be-
cause of malpractice.

Medicine in this area is suffering, liter-
ally. Doctors can do three things, operate
if qualified, and that’s a very big if, pre-
scribe medication for pain, usually oxy-
codone, vicodin, tramadol or whatever,
and whatever is a big word. My wife and I
have outstanding cardiologists, urologists,
back surgeon and gastroenterologists. Be-
yond that forget it. There’s not a good neu-
rologist, pain management or orthopedic
doctor in the area. Add to that a number
of questionable ophthalmologists and a
large x-ray group and it’s a nightmare.
One so called back surgeon operated on
my wife and really botched the job and
he’s from the same group where a doctor
told me I had no back problem, but was
countermanded by two real specialists.
So far I’ve yet to find a qualified orthope-
dist here.

I have peripheral neuropathy, not dia-
betes related and after seeing six neurol-
ogists and three pain managementReader Opinions Invited

� The opinions expressed in West Marion Messenger editorials are the opinions
of the editorial board of the newspaper.

� Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or letters do not necessar-
ily represent the opinion of the editorial board.

� Groups or individuals are invited to express their opinions in letters to the
editor and guest columns.

� Persons wishing to contact the editor should call 854-3986.
� All letters must be signed and include a phone number and community name,

including letters sent via e-mail. Names and communities will be printed; phone
numbers will not be published or given out.

� We reserve the right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good taste.
Not all contributons are printed.

� Letters longer than 350 words may be regarded as columns and printed on a
space-available basis, and writers will be limited to one contribution per week. The
deadline is one week prior to each Wednesday’s issue.

� Send letters to: The West Marion Messenger Editor, 8810 S.W. State Road 200,
suite 104, Ocala, FL 34481; or e-mail editor@westmarionmessenger.com.
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8810 SW SR 200 - Suite 107, Kingsland Plaza • Across from Pine Run
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Thank You for your business, we strive to make our customers satisfied.
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 LL.M. ~ Masters Degree in Estate Planning / University of Miami School of Law  (352) 873-4141

 Wills, Pour-Over Wills, Revocable & Irrevocable Trusts,
 Health & Financial Powers of Attorney,

 The Truesdell Living Will, Pre-Need Guardian Affidavits, 
 DNRs, Trust Funding & Administration, Probate, 

 Guardianship, Asset Protection,
 Medicaid Qualification for Health Care,

 Recent Law Changes, and more.
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 Kellean Kai Trusdell, J.D., LL.M  Attorney & Counselor at Law
 KELLEANTRUESDELL.COM

 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue

 Ocala, FL 34482

Jim Clark
Editor

Let’s say you’re a Michele Bachmann
fan, you want here to be the Repub-
lican nominee for president in 2012.

You’re looking forward to voting for her in
the Florida presidential primary on Jan.
31.

But wait. There’s a problem. She
dropped out of the presidential race after
the Iowa caucuses because of a low finish.

So, in effect, the few voters in Iowa have
disenfranchised you as a voter in Florida.
Iowa is forcing its way upon other states
when it comes to the primary.

Now admittedly, it’s highly unlikely that
there were too many Bachmann support-
ers wandering around Florida. But it’s the
principle of the thing … should the people
in Iowa be telling you who to vote for.

All this came to mind this week with a
story that the Republican National Com-
mittee is “punishing” Florida for having
an early primary, or at least a panel wants
it to do that. The group wants to cut the
number of Florida delegates in half, and
is evidently relegating the Florida dele-
gation to some “less than desirable” ho-
tels at the convention site.

And where is the convention? Why, it’s
in Tampa, which the last time I looked
was still in Florida.

You ask why the delegates can’t just
drive in to the Tampa Bay Times Forum
(it used to be the St. Pete Times Forum,
but the newspaper changed its name)
from home on the day of the convention.
Sorry, but there are rules that require the
delegates to stay in a designated hotel. So
even if a delegate lives a couple of miles
from the downtown convention site in
Tampa, he has to stay in the hotel.

Oh yes. If the sanctions are approved,
the Florida delegates will also lose some

floor space and possibly some VIP passes.
Goodness, what’s this world coming to? A
cut in VIP passes?

And what is a “less than desirable”
hotel? What’s less desirable for them may
be more than enough for the delegates. I
once stayed in a very nice motel out on
Dale Mabry near the stadium. Of course, it
didn’t have room service or an in-room
bar, but I can live without those things.

Many delegates at both conventions ev-
idently can’t.

I’ve advocated this before … why can’t
we have just one national primary day to
let the voters decide (what a concept!) who
the nominees will be? Then we could do
away with these wild parties, otherwise
known as conventions, and states like
Iowa and New Hampshire would not have
a disproportionate influence on the
choice of a candidate.

That probably won’t happen. There are
too many back room decisions to be made
by both parties to give up these events.

Just make sure you stay away from the
Tampa area the week of Aug. 27. There
will be a big convention there, and lots of
crowds, but I just thought of something.
Isn’t that the heart of hurricane season?

Jim Clark is the editor of the West Mar-
ion Messenger. He can be reached at 352-
854-3986 or at
editor@westmarionmessenger.com.

Please see LETTER, Page 12

home energy assessments.
For instance, DOE recom-
mends that homeowners
make a list of obvious air
leaks, such as through gaps
along baseboards or at the
edges of flooring and at
wall and ceiling junctures.
The potential energy sav-
ings from reducing drafts
in a home can be as high as
30 percent per year, re-
ports DOE. (The DOE web-
site also provides
information on other ways
to save money and re-
sources through less obvi-
ous things such as outdoor
landscaping. It also posts
guidelines for energy-effi-
cient designing and remod-
eling.)

You should also check
the filters on heating and
cooling equipment to see if
they need to be changed so
as to keep your furnace
and air conditioners func-
tioning at maximum effi-
ciency. And if these or
other appliances over 15
years old consider replac-
ing them with newer mod-
els that meet federal
EnergyStar efficiency cri-

teria. Also, swapping out
older incandescent bulbs
in light fixtures with
higher efficiency compact
fluorescent or LED bulbs
will save money and en-
ergy.

A professional energy
auditor with dedicated as-
sessment tools and the
knowledge of how to use
them will in all likelihood
carry out a more compre-
hensive assessment than
you can do yourself. “Thor-
ough assessments often
use equipment such as
blower doors, which meas-
ure the extent of leaks in
the building envelope, and
infrared cameras, which
reveal hard-to-detect areas
of air infiltration and miss-
ing insulation.”

If you are concerned
about enlisting a for-profit
firm that upsells its own
energy efficiency upgrade
services based on a “free”
energy audit, check with
your utility to see whether
it offers unbiased, inde-
pendent energy audit serv-
ices (which it may do for
free or for a nominal cost).
The assessor from your
utility may be able to rec-
ommend window and door
replacement companies,
heating and cooling spe-
cialists and other vendors

nearby that do reputable
work to make your home is
not only energy efficient
but warmer in the winter
and cooler in the summer.

CONTACTS: DOE En-
ergy Savers, www.ener-
gysavers.gov; EnergyStar,
www.energystar.gov.

Dear EarthTalk: What’s
the story with Echinacea?
Many herb teas contain it,
and many people swear by
it as a cold remedy. But I’ve
also seen headlines saying
that the herb has no me-
dicinal value whatsoever.
Can you set the record
straight?
— Arlene Hixson, Port-
land, ME

Echinacea, also known
as purple coneflower, has
gained popularity in recent
years as a nutritional sup-
plement that proponents
believe is helpful in staving
off the common cold and
shortening its duration.
But given the variation be-
tween dosages and formu-
lations—such herbs are not
regulated as medical drugs
by the U.S Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and
so makers have little in-
centive to standardize—it’s
hard to get definitive an-
swers as to Echinacea’s ef-
fectiveness.

Historically, Native
Americans relied on the
root of Echinacea to numb
toothache pain and treat
dyspepsia as well as snake,
insect and spider bites.
While some modern day
folks rely on Echinacea
just based on this anec-
dotal evidence, scientific
studies have verified that
the herb can be effective.
To wit, a 2008 University of
Connecticut review of 14
different clinical trials of
Echinacea use found that
taking the supplement re-
duced the chances of get-
ting a cold by 31 percent,
and helped people get over
cold and flu symptoms a
day and a half earlier than
those who didn’t take it.

Researchers initially
thought Echinacea’s effec-
tiveness was due to its im-
mune-boosting traits, but
they now believe instead
that the herb works more
as an anti-inflammatory
agent. A 2009 University of
British Columbia study

found that typical commer-
cially available Echinacea
preparations are effective
in reducing the body’s pro-
duction of inflammatory
proteins in human
bronchial cells. In layman’s
terms, this means that
Echinacea can help lessen
the annoying symptoms of
common colds, the flu and
other respiratory ailments.
Furthermore, the study
found that Echinacea is
just as effective in reduc-
ing bronchial inflamma-
tion whether it is
consumed before or after a
viral infection sets in, indi-
cating that taking moder-
ate doses on a regular basis
during cold season can
help prevent some
bronchial irritation if and
when cold symptoms
begin.

Interestingly, though, a
2010 study of 719 partici-
pants in Wisconsin focus-
ing on illness duration and
severity found that the du-
ration of the common cold
could be shortened by tak-

ing a pill of some sort,
whether Echinacea or a
placebo with no active in-
gredients. But this study
merely underscored the
importance of psychologi-
cal factors in fighting ill-
ness and did not say that
Echinacea isn’t effective.

Given the lack of FDA
oversight of herbs, differ-
ent formulations may con-
tain vastly different
amounts of Echinacea. A
2004 evaluation of 19 dif-
ferent Echinacea brands
by the non-profit Con-
sumers Union and pub-
lished in Consumer
Reports found that the
amount of Echinacea actu-
ally present in supple-
ments varied considerably
from brand to brand—and
even in some cases from
bottle to bottle of the same
brand. The magazine rec-
ommended a few brands as
“best picks,” including
Spring Valley, Origin and
Sundown, all which fea-
tured high concentrations
of Echinacea and reliable

dosage amounts from pill
to pill.

Before taking the Echi-
nacea plunge, beware that
the herb can cause allergic
reactions in some people
and may interact nega-
tively with some common
medications. Researchers
warn that anyone with au-
toimmune disease or a
handful of other illnesses
should not take Echinacea
without first consulting
with their doctor.

CONTACTS: FDA,
www.fda.gov; Consumers
Union, www.consumer-
sunion.org.

EarthTalk® is written
and edited by Roddy
Scheer and Doug Moss
and is a registered trade-
mark of E - The Environ-
mental Magazine
(www.emagazine.com).
Send questions to: earth-
talk@emagazine.com.
Subscribe:
www.emagazine.com/sub-
scribe. Free Trial Issue:
www.emagazine.com/trial. 

EARTH
continued from Page 3
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Companies offering energy audits are generally reputable and legitimate and will
help you both save money and reduce your carbon footprint if you follow their ad-
vice. Pictured: A home energy auditor inspects a water heater. 

PHOTO COURTESY ISTOCK

Echinacea has gained popularity in recent years as a
remedy for the common cold. But because it is not reg-
ulated as a medical drug by the FDA — and given the
variation between dosages and formulations available
to consumers — it is difficult to get definitive answers
as to its effectiveness.
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The West Marion Messenger is a free community newspaper covering
news of communities west of Ocala including Fore Ranch, Stone Creek,
Fairfield Village, Ocala Palms, Timberwood, Falls of Ocala, Quail Meadow,
Foxwood Farms and Golden Hills.

Postmaster: Entered as Third Class Matter at the post office in Ocala, Fla.,
34477.

Problems getting the Messenger: If your community is listed above and
the Messenger is not delivered to you or you are having trouble getting the
paper from boxes around the S.R. 40 and SR 27 areas, call 854-3986.
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Deadline for news:
Friday 1 p.m. the week before publication.

Member of the Community Papers of Florida

I want to get news
in the Messenger.
Call editor Jim Clark at
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ARIES (March 21 to April
19) Guess what, Lamb?
You’re about to experience
a new perspective on a situ-
ation you long regarded
quite differently. What you
learn could open more op-
portunities later.

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) The Bold Bovine is
tempted to charge into a
new venture. But it might
be best to take things one
step at a time, so that you
know just where you are at
any given point.

GEMINI (May 21 to June
20) It’s a good time to go on
that fun getaway you’ve
been planning. You’ll re-
turn refreshed, ready and,
yes, even eager to tackle the
new challenge that awaits
you.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22) The Moon Child loves to
fantasize about magical
happenings in the early
part of the week. But the
sensible Crab gets down to
serious business by week’s
end.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
What goes around comes
around for those lucky Leos
and Leonas whose acts of
generosity could be repaid
with opportunities to ex-
pand into new and exciting
areas of interest.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22) Your concern about your
job responsibilities is com-
mendable. But you need to
take some quiet time to
share with someone who
has really missed being
with you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.
22) Aspects favor getting out
and meeting new people.
And as a bonus, you might
find that some of your
newly made friends could
offer important business
contacts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov.
21) You might take pride in
wanting to do everything
yourself. But now’s a good
time to ask family members
to help with a demanding
personal situation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to
Dec. 21) Pay more attention
to the possibilities in that
workplace change. It could
show the way to make that
long-sought turn on your ca-
reer path.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to
Jan. 19) Your need to suc-
ceed might overwhelm obli-
gations to your loved ones.
Ease up on that workload
and into some well-de-
served time with family and
friends.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to
Feb. 18) Love rules for
amorous Aquarians who
can make good use of  their
ability to communicate feel-
ings. Don’t be surprised if
they’re reciprocated in
kind.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March
20) Fishing for compli-
ments? No doubt, you prob-
ably earned them. But it’s
best to let others believe
they were the ones who un-
covered the treasure you
really are.

BORN THIS WEEK:
Your good works flow from
an open, generous heart.
Nothing makes you happier
than to see others happy as
well.

© 2012 King Features
Synd., Inc. 

LeisureRead the

classifieds
Happenings

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Public bingo at the Moose

Each Wednesday beginning at 1 p.m., bingo
is played with opportunities to win big! Try
your luck while supporting the Lodge and it’s
charity andradite. Everyone is welcome, with a
variety of lunch selections. The lodge is at
10411 S.W. 110th St. Phone is 352-854-2200.

Thursday, Jan. 19
Air Force group to meet

The Red Tail Memorial Chapter 136 of the
Air Force Association (AFA) will hold its Janu-
ary meeting on Thursday, Jan. 19, at 7 p.m. at
the Ocala Airport Administration Building 750
SW 60th Ave., Ocala FL 34474.

Joe Lacey will present his power point on
Lockheed L-1011.

Everyone is welcome.

Judy Rogers sings at College Road

On Jan. 19, Young At Heart, College Road
Baptist Church, 5010 S.W. College Road, will
present Judy Rogers. She is a renowned Chris-
tian singer with comedy and inspiration. Join
us, with a dish to share, at noon. Start your new
year with conviction. If you need a ride call the
church office 352-237-5741. We look forward to
guests.

Saturday, Jan. 21
Circle Square Health, Wellness Expo

The 10th annual Health & Wellness Expo
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Circle
Square Cultural Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Come and see what Ocala has to offer in the
field of health care and learn the latest in med-
ical advances. This is a free event.

This year’s Expo is sponsored by On Top of
the World Communities and Munroe Regional
Medical Center (MRMC) and will feature vari-
ous services offered by the hospital, including
information on heart health, diabetes, stroke,
nutrition and more. Representatives from area
healthcare related agencies will also be on
hand to provide information and answer ques-
tions regarding your health. 

Additionally, The Ranch Fitness Center &
Spa and On Top of the World certified fitness
instructors will offer a variety of exercise
demonstrations throughout the day. 

Participate in the ZUMBA Fitness Jam on
The Town Square at Circle Square Commons
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.; a donation of $5 per

person will go towards the March of Dimes.
The Circle Square Cultural Center is at 8395

S.W. 80th St. For more information, visit the
website at www.CSCulturalCenter.com or call
352-854-3670.

Mega book sale scheduled

A mega book sale to benefit Sheltering
Hands Rescue, including used books, CD’s,
videos and crafts, will be Saturday, Jan. 21,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Winn Dixie, 8445 S.W.
State Road 200, Ocala.

Scandinavian Club of Marion County

The Scandinavian Club of Marion County in-
vites people of Danish, Finish, Icelandic, Nor-
wegian and Swedish decent to join us at our
next meeting on Jan. 21 at 11:30 a.m. in the
ballroom at the Ocala Hilton, 3600 S.W. 36th
Ave., in Ocala. The menu will be apple stuffed
pork loin with mashed potatoes and gravy, veg-
etables, salad and desert. 

The entertainment by Honey’s School of
Dance. The cost is $16 per person. Reserva-
tions and payment must be made in advance.
Payment must be received by Tuesday, Jan. 17.
Checks to be made out to Don Clauson and
mailed to Don Clauson, 5901 S.W. 86th Place
Ocala, FL 34476. For further details call Don
Clauson 352 861-1235 or Terry Rasmussen 352
347-8362. 

Sunday, Jan. 22
Jazz Society offers free music

The Ocala Jazz Society returns to the VFW
Post 4781, across from Oak Run, on the fourth
Sunday this month, 2 to 5 p.m.

The group plays more than jazz including fa-
vorite songs from past years. Dancing is en-
couraged.

For more info call Gladys at 352-854-8930.

Tuesday, Jan. 24
West Marion business group meets

The West Marion Business Association will
hold its regular meeting at the Southwest Dis-
trict Sheriff ’s Office on Tuesday, Jan. 24, from
5:30 to 6;30 p.m.

Gospel music at Joy Lutheran

Join us for an evening of praise and worship
at Joy Lutheran Church on Tuesday, Jan. 24 at
7 p.m. with Arizonans Dave Anderson and
Kelly Patten. The concerts these men present

includes gospel music, old-time Sunday school
songs, contemporary Christian music and sto-
ries of God’s grace and mercy including “The
Rescue Story” which has been heard by mil-
lions of people around the world.

A free-will offering will be asked at this
event.

Joy Lutheran Church is on Southwest State
Road 200 at 83rd Place, Ocala.

For further information, call 352-854-4509
ext. 221.

Saturday, Jan. 28
Moose Golf Tournament

Teams are being organized for a golf tourna-
ment on Saturday, Jan. 28, to raise money for
the Moose Lodge and its charitable endeavors.
A shotgun start begins at 8 a.m. Prizes and
awards for all participants followed by a
chicken feast. This event is for members,
friends and qualified signed up guests. For
pricing and more information call Joe Edel at
352-237-1485.

Saturday, Jan. 28
Camellia show scheduled

The Ocala Camellia Society will present its
annual camellia show on Saturday, Jan. 28, and
Sunday, Jan. 29, at the Pioneer Garden Club,
4331 E. Silver Springs Blvd., in Ocala.

Admission to the camellia show is free, and
there is plenty of free parking. 

The Annual Ocala Camellia Society Camel-
lia Show features award-winning blooms from
across the southeastern United States. 

On Jan. 28, you are invited to enter blooms
from 7 to 10 a.m. Judging will be from 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 or 1 p.m. 

The public is invited to view the show from 2
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. 

Camellia plants will be available from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, or until supply runs out. 

For more information, please call 352-595-
3365 or visit www.americancamellias.org and
look for the Ocala Camellia Society web page. 

More Happenings

on Page 11
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Dear EarthTalk: There
are a number of companies
out there now doing “en-
ergy audits” for the home,
after which they try to sell
you attic insulation and
other products and serv-
ices. Is this just a scam or
would it be wise for me to
look into this? — Bill
Richards., New York, NY

For the most part, com-
panies offering energy au-
dits are reputable and
legitimate and will help
you both save money and
reduce your carbon foot-
print if you follow their ad-
vice in regard to upgrading
things like insulation, win-
dows and appliances. “A
home energy assessment,
also known as a home en-
ergy audit, is the first step

to assess how much energy
your home consumes and
to evaluate what measures
you can take to make your
home more energy effi-
cient,” reports the U.S. De-
partment of Energy (DOE).
“An assessment will show

you problems that may,
when corrected, save you
significant amounts of
money over time.”

“During the assessment,
you can pinpoint where
your house is losing en-
ergy,” adds DOE. “Energy

assessments also deter-
mine the efficiency of your
home’s heating and cooling
systems (and) may also
show you ways to conserve
hot water and electricity.”

You can conduct your
own energy audit if you
know where to look for air
leaks (drafts), water waste
and other key areas of a
home’s inefficiencies. The

DOE’s energysavers.gov
website has guidelines to
help homeowners conduct
their own do-it-yourself

The first meeting of
the QMRPOA mem-
bers was held on

Monday, the 9th. This
board is also referred to as
the “REC” board, as in
recreation. The new offi-
cers for the year were in-
troduced: Lillian Carie,
president, Jim Carlson,
vice president, Theresa Yo-

ders, secretary, and Dave
Yoders, treasurer. In addi-
tion to the officers, Pat Tal-
ley, Terry McGill and
Benny Bachand will serve
as directors. It was decided
that the swimming pool
will be closed during Janu-
ary and February – it’s re-
ally too cold for outdoor
swimming.

Following the business
meeting John Walker, a fi-
nancial adviser from Ed-
ward Jones, made a
presentation on the finan-
cial outlook for 2012. He
expects the economy to
continue to expand, but the
pace is sluggish. Also
global worries will likely
persist during this year.
The Edward Jones advis-
ers expect the low interest
rates to continue through

the year and companies
are expected to continue to
grow earnings by about 10
percent in 2012. Did you
know that at an investment
rate of less than 1 percent
it will take more than 70
years to double the initial
investment? 

The Edward Jones advis-
ers suggest owning a diver-
sified portfolio with some
investment in companies
that pay 3 to 4 percent div-
idends. We were encour-
aged to review our
investments and, if neces-
sary, rebalance. Prepare
for the unexpected.

WARNING: Beware of
telephone scams! This
morning I received a call
from a young man claiming
to be my grandson. When I
questioned who he was, he

changed and claimed to be
my nephew (my only
nephew died last year). He
asked for $2,000, which of
course would be returned,
in order to get out of jail in
the Dominican Republic. I
immediately hung up the
phone! I checked the
phone number (area code
438) and found that it was
from a cell phone in Mon-
treal, Canada. Upon calling
the Marion County Sher-
iff ’s office, I was told that
this is a scam that has been
around for several years.
Since it is “international”
there isn’t anything the
local departments can do.
They said to spread the
word and warn others: if
you receive any calls of this
type, just hang up the
phone! 

Every year somebody,
who does not really
have a life, comes up

with words that should not
be used during the New
Year. I am not sure where
this started but it just goes
to show that there are a
whole lot of people who do
not have much to do.

Topping the list this year
of words not to be used is
the word “amazing.” Al-
legedly (which I think is
one word that should not
be used this year) 1,500
people voted to ban the

word “amazing.”
I think it is rather amaz-

ing that out of the
312,867,000 people living in
the United States, 1,500
people tell us what not to
say. Who are these 1,500
people? What do they have
against the word “amaz-
ing?” Have they ever seen
anything that was actually
amazing? 

Of all the words I would
like to see canceled during
this year, “amazing” is not
one of them.

A few words have come
to my attention that I
would like to eliminate for
the coming year. I know I
am only one person but by
Jehoshaphat, I am going to
have my say.

The first word I would
like to see banned would
be, “caucus.” I have no
idea what this word means.
Sure, I can look it up in the
dictionary and find out
what it is supposed to
mean, but when used in

the political arena, I am all
confused. It would surprise
me if some of the commen-
tators that use the word
knew exactly what it
means. After all, it takes all
their concentration to read
the teleprompter.

Yet, this word is em-
ployed in the process of de-
termining who will be the
nominee for the political
office of president of the
United States. I think it is
interesting that to get to the
White House every politi-
cian needs to start with a
Native American caucus.
Of all those objecting to
using this word, the Native
Americans should be the
loudest.

Another word I would
like to see banned for the
year is the word “polling.”
It seems no politician can
do anything without first
doing some polling. They
will spend millions of dol-
lars doing this polling. I
would not mind so much if

they did not call me on the
telephone and waste my
time. If everybody whom
they call on the telephone
in their polling was as sar-
castic as I am, I do not put
any faith in their polling at
all. Mr. Politician, call me
at your peril.

Contemporary politi-
cians would not know what
day of the week it was if it
was not for the latest poll.
Even though the Creator
gave each politician two
legs to stand on, they are
always switching from one
leg to the next. Now I know
why a politician has a left
foot and a right foot.

The only natural thing
that lives by polls is a pole-
cat. There may be some re-
semblance here.

The word “earmarks,” is
another one I would like to
see banned for this coming
year. A politician without
his or her earmarks is like
a skunk without his stink. If
you take a skunk, you are
going to have to put up with
his stink.

I guess the politician
needs to do something with
his or her ears for they cer-
tainly are not employed in
hearing anything from
their constituents. If a
politician insists on ear-
marks, I think we ought to
do some marking of their
ears.

When I was a youngster
in school, my teachers
found a wonderful use for
my ears. Whenever they
wanted me to do some-
thing, they would grab me
by the ears and jerk me
into the right direction.
Where are those teachers
when you really need
them? I would like to help
them with their ear jerking
operation. I know. Let’s call
it the Ear Jerking Opera-
tion (EJO).

One final word I would
like to see obliterated is
the word “party.” Espe-
cially when associated
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 AIRPORT SERVICE
 Door to Door

 Airport Service
        Seaports too

 Orlando, Tampa $75
 Port Canaveral $125

 Companion $25
 (352) 641-0651
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Winter Special
 • Will waive service call with repairs.
 • Offering freeze protection for your irrigation 

 system and backflow preventor.

 Licensed • 
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor

 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society

 WINNER 
 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 Call for 
 details!
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 LAWN/HOME
 Roy’s  Lawn 

 & Home Services
 • Full Property Maintenance
 • Painting
 • Sod Installations
 • Pressure Washing

 F REE  E STIMATES
 Lic/Ins

  352-342-4444 352-342-4444 352-342-4444
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 CLEANING SERVICES
 LET US   LET US  LET US 

 
 

SHOW YOU   SHOW YOU  SHOW YOU 
 

 
HOW HOW HOW

 IT’S DONE IT’S DONE IT’S DONE

 CLEANING CLEANING CLEANING
 That is That is That is

 10 Years experience
 References Available
 352-301-6214
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 PAINTING

 A-1 H OME  R EPAIR  I NC . A-1 H OME  R EPAIR  I NC . A-1 H OME  R EPAIR  I NC .
 Mike Semich

 40 Years Experience 
 • Interior and Exterior Painting 

 • Free Pressure Cleaning with Exterior Paint Job 
 • Free Furniture Moving 
 • Seniors 10% Discount 
 • Licensed and Insured

 (352) 895-6047
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 PLUMBING

 EPA Lead Certification #NAT-113266-1
 OSHA 10 #1216933

 Fla. Lic. #CFC1427666

 804-9165

 Associated P lumbing and Pipe

 From Bathroom Remodeling 
 to Fixing Leaky Faucets, 

 and installing 
 Bliss Walk-in Tubs

 Residential and Commercial

 Christ 
 the King 

 The Rev. Donald J. Curran, 
 Rector

 Rev. Matthew Walter
 Asst. Rector

 Services:
 Rite I – 7:30 am

 Rite II – 8:50 & 11:15 am
 Children’s Church – 8:50 am

 3801 US N. Hwy 441 
 in Living Waters 
 Worship Center’s 
 South Sanctuary  C
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 Anglican Church
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 Residential
 & Restaurant

 Appliances

 352-286-7887
 • Washers
 • Dryers
 • Microwaves
 • Stoves
 • Ovens

 • Refrigerators
 • Water Heaters

 • Disposals
 • Freezers

 APPLIANCE SERVICES
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 6768 SW 80th Street
 Ocala 34476

 352-861-6182
 www.ccomc.org

 S UNDAY  S ERVICES

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 am
 Worship Service . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Weekly Activities
 Wednesday Bible Study . . 7:00 pm

 S ENIOR  P ASTOR  
 D AVID  B ELLOWS

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS
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  465-4629 465-4629 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

 Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’
 SLIDING GARAGE   SLIDING GARAGE  SLIDING GARAGE 

 
 

SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR
 $ 695 $ 695 $ 695

 ONSTRUCTION
 RAY RAY RAY C C C

 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows

 Central Florida
 Screen Room & Window Medics,   Inc.

 Screen Rooms
 Acrylic & Glass Rooms

 Rescreens
 Broken Glass

 Replacement Windows
 Gutters

 Foggy Windows
 Cement

 Sliding Glass Door Repair
 Call & speak directly

 to the owner
 David Heath

 Comp. #5524 352 484-5697

 SCREENING
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 DIAL•A•PRO
 For Your Professional Needs For Your Professional Needs

 WEST MARION    Messenger WEST MARION   Messenger
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 is discovered through     worshiping together
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 For Peace of Mind

 Each Office is Independently
 Owned and Operated

 CALL

 MICHAEL PEACE
 REALTOR®

 (352) 789-3518 Cell            (352) 854-9717 Office
 (352) 547-2857 E-Fax

 mpeace@ellisonrealty.com

 www.ellisonrealty.com/michaelpeace

 ELLISON REALTY, INC.
 7621 SW Hwy. 200 • Ocala, FL 34476
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 Clip and Save

 Clip and Save
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 Grandfather 
 Clock

 352-873-7587

 GRANDFATHER CLOCK REPAIR

 Service and repairs
 43 years full time
 experience
 Specializing in 
 floor clocks.
 In Florida
 Jan., Feb., Mar., April
 (In Pennsylvania the other months)

  000A8OT

  Jasmine Plaza   •   352-401-0001 Jasmine Plaza  •  352-401-0001
 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476 6160 SW SR 200 Unit 104 • Ocala, Florida 34476

 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2 STORE HOURS: TUES.-FRI. 10-5 • SAT. 10-2

 Reader’s Choice Winner • Jewelry Store 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
 www.jandjjewelersocala.com

 Affordable
 New &
 Estate

 Jewelry  00
0A
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 All repairs done on premises. All repairs done on premises. All repairs done on premises.

 B ATTERIES
 $ 8 00

 + tax

 BRING THIS COUPON FOR A 
 SPECIAL DISCOUNT

 Unique Lingerie, Inc.

 Are You Wearing th e
 Right Bra?

 (352) 629-5590  •  FAX : (352) 629-5597 
 M ARKET  S TREET  @ H EATHBROOK

 4414 SW C OLLEGE  R D ., S UITE  1930, O CALA
 WWW . UNIQUELINGERIEOCALA . COM

 UNIQUELINGERIE @ EMBARQMAIL . COM 00
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 C OME  I N  F OR  A FREE C ONSULTATION

Some amazing words for the new year

James
Snyder

Please see SNYDER, Page 11

Quail Meadow

Recreation board introduces new officers

Carolyn
Slocumb

John Walker and Bonnie D’Andrea, advisers from Ed-
ward Jones. 

Energy audits can help you save money in your home
EARTH
TALK

Please see EARTH, Page 5



Girl Scouts of West Cen-
tral Florida (GSWCF) an-
nounces the start of the
2012 Girl Scout Cookie Pro-
gram throughout its eight-
county jurisdiction of
Citrus, Hernando, Hills-
borough, Marion, Pasco,
Pinellas, Polk and Sumter
counties.

Whichever your favorite
Girl Scout Cookie – Thin
Mints, Tagalongs, or
Samoas – the wait is over!
Through mid-March, thou-
sands of Girl Scouts will
take orders for your fa-
vorite Girl Scout Cookie va-
rieties, including
Do-Si-Dos, Dulce de
Leche, Samoas®, Taga-
longs®, Thank You Berry

Munch, Thin Mints, or Tre-
foils.

In celebration of Girl
Scouts’ 100th anniversary
in 2012, a new Girl Scout
Cookie is making its debut:
Savannah Smiles. Named
after the city in which Juli-
ette Gordon Low founded
Girl Scouts in 1912 – Sa-
vannah, Ga. – Savannah
Smiles is a lemon-flavored
cookie dusted in powdered
sugar that is sure to be-
come a fast favorite. 

Girl Scouts in west cen-
tral Florida will take pre-
orders through Jan. 27, and
those cookies will be deliv-
ered beginning Feb. 16. 

Friday, Feb. 24 marks the
start of booth sales, so keep

It’s January in our little
corner of Florida and
that means only one

thing, winter.  Of course
winter down here is noth-
ing like what our Northern
friends are experiencing,
but it does get a bit “de-
pressing” to have to wear
sweaters and socks with
sandals! It’s also sad to see
the brown, actually dor-
mant, bahia grass and the
lifeless hibiscus bushes
that so recently were in full
bloom.  And so, to cheer us
all up, I offer a little bit of
Jewish humor (that and
chicken soup cure almost
anything!) from some of the

classic Jewish comedians
who have delighted audi-
ences of all races and
creeds.

When most of us think of
Jewish humor, we think of
the comedians who played
the Borscht Belt, that is,
the resorts in the Catskills
of New York State where
Jews would go on vaca-
tions. The names read like
a litany of humor: Shecky
Greene, Danny Kaye, Red
Buttons, Totie Fields, Mil-
ton Berle, Henny Young-
man, Sid Ceasar, Jackie
Mason, Joan Rivers, Victor
Borge, Woody Allen, Lenny
Bruce, George Burns, Jack
Benny, Alan King, Mel
Brooks, Don Rickles, Rod-
ney Dangerfield and a host
of others. Many of these
comics were the masters of
the “one-liner” giving
comic relief to the all-suf-
fering Jewish mother who
wants only the best for her
children at all costs to the
plight of the Jewish people
itself being a minority in
America. Jewish humor is

funny because it roots for
the underdog and has him
coming out on top through
wit and wisdom. It pokes
fun of Jewish traditions
and folkways but on the
other hand, gives praise to
the various rituals it pokes
fun of. (Circumcision jokes
are a good example of this
genre.) As with any ethnic
group, understanding the
ethnic group helps you to
enjoy the humor especially
when Jews make fun of
themselves for some of the
things we like to do: buying
wholesale or looking for
bargains, eating Chinese
foods or wondering
whether the rabbi really
fasts all day on Yom Kip-
pur.  In the worst of times,
“this too shall pass” with a
bit of humor thrown in,
helped Jews to survive
through the ages. The
whole holiday of Purim is a
good example of this when
wicked Haman sought the
destruction of the Jews of
ancient Persia only to be
saved by Queen Esther.
Tomfoolery is the order of
the day and satire reigns
supreme. What could be
more fun?

I now would like to offer
a few of my favorite “one-
liners” with a couple of
other jokes for your enjoy-
ment: Doctor: You’ll live to
be 60! Patient: I am 60!
Doctor: What did I tell
you?

Doctor: Your check came
back!

Patient: So did my
arthritis!

Patient: I have a ringing
in my ears.

Doctors: Don’t answer it!
Why do Jewish divorces

cost so much? They’re
worth it!

My wife and I went to the
hotel where we spent our
wedding night.  This time I
went into the bathroom
and cried.

We always hold hands. If
I let go, she shops.

The Harvard School of
Medicine conducted a
study as to why Jewish
women like Chinese food
so much.  They discovered
that  “won ton” spelled
backwards was “not now”.

When the new State of
Israel was being estab-
lished, the Knesset (parlia-
ment) got together to try to
figure out how to build up

the country.  One member
pointed out that after any
war with the United States,
the U.S. would always
build up the country it de-
feated. Japan was cited as
an example. The sugges-
tion was made that Israel
should declare war on the
United States.  David Ben
Gurion, the prime minister,
scratched his head and
asked: “But what if we
win?”

The Arab heads of state
met with the president of
Israel and proposed a solu-
tion to their long-standing
animosity. If the Israelis
could produce a dog to
fight the Arabs’ dog, the
winner of the match would
be the ones to secure
peace in the Middle East.
Both sides had five years to
produce the dog for the
match and with much bom-
bastic behavior on both
sides, the battle was on.

After five years, the
Arabs engineered the most
ferocious attack dog ever
bred. Confident of victory,
they led him out to face his
Israeli adversary. To their
surprise and disappoint-
ment, the Israelis pro-

duced the longest dachs-
hund they had ever seen.
No contest there and the
Arabs were very sorry for
the Israelis. As they led
their monstrous beast out
to devour the dachshund, a
strange thing happened.
The Israeli dog opened its
mouth revealing sharp,
huge teeth and swallowed
the Arabs’ dog.  You see,
the Israelis had engi-
neered a crocodile in the
shape of a dachshund.
Now if there were only
peace in the Middle East.

The Bible tells us: “ A
merry heart doeth good
like a medicine, but a bro-
ken spirit dries up the
bones”. (Prob. 17:22 KJV)
or better translated: “A joy-
ful heart makes for good
health; despondency dries
up the bones”. (Jewish
Publication Society) And
on the bottom of the web
page where I found this
quote, I found an ad about
the signs of heart attacks!
And that was no joke!

Judi is a former teacher
and Jewish educator.  She
lives in Sun Valley with her
husband, Phil.
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TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMFriday at 4:00 pm  is the deadline for classified

reader ads.

DEADLINES

CANCELLATIONS

All ads require prepayment. We accept:

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORSAdvertisements may be canceled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for
the dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the West Marion Messenger. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.
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• Be at least 18 years of age. 
• Possess a valid driver’s license.

• Possess proof of liability 
insurance.

Routes are 7 days a week, 
early morning hours.

 OWN YOUR 
 OWN 

 BUSINESS

Email: mgaouette@chronicleonline.com 
or bring resume to: 

1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River

There are 
immediate 

opportunities for 
independent 

contractors to 
manage and grow 

single copy 
newspaper routes 

in Citrus and 
Marion Counties

Garage/
Yard Sales

Moving Sale in Ocala!
Daily noon-6pm or call 
for appt.352-237-8256

Furniture & misc!
5310 SW 86th Lane,
Majestic Oaks Sub.

General

LOOSE WEIGHT
GAIN ENERGY

Scientifically Based
nutritional  Program 
for weight manage-

ment, stress relief and 
energy increase

Call (352) 291-1943
for a free

Consultation
visit

http:\\PhilipConnie.gr
ateshapetoday.com

Sporting 
Goods

BROWNING SWEET 16 
SHOTGUN made in Bel-

gium mint condition 
90% or better $1200 

obo SERIOUS INQUIR-
IES ONLY MUST HAVE 
FL DRIVERS LICENSE 

352-598-5934

Wanted to Buy

Ca$h for Old Stuff

Jewelry, Military, 
Knives, Toys,

Tools, Magazines,
Coins & Iron Skillets

Call for Info
(352) 237-2478

or (352) 682-6003

Wanted to Buy

GUNS
WANTED

Collector  will Pay fair 
prices for your

Unwanted Fire Arms
(352) 873-7587

Clean out your closets, go 
through your garage, attack 
your attic and then use the 
classifieds to get rid of stuff 

you no longer use.
And the FREE listing means 

you have more money left over 
after the sale!

You can list any single 
item priced under $100 

for sale for FREE!

PUT THE POWER
AND CONVENIENCE

OF THE CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Just call and see how easy it is to
make money with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100

MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Real Estate 
For Sale

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate  advertis-
ing in this newspaper is
subject to Fair Housing 
Act which makes it ille-

gal to advertise “any
preference, limitation 

or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 

status or national origin, 
or an intention, to make 
such preference, limita-
tion or  discrimination. “ 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18  living with par-
ents or legal  custodi-

ans,   pregnant women 
and people securing
custody of children

under 18. This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law.

Our readers are hereby
informed that all

dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 

complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 

1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone

number for the
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Inverness 
Homes

FOR SALE OR LEASE
2/2/1, enclosed porch,
Central Heat and Air

All  Kitchen Appliances 
$95.K (352) 742-2770

Inverness 
Homes

Have it all! Inverness 
Highlands, S.Carol 

Terrace. Huge 1 Fam-
ily. Major updates 

you’ll enjoy only in a 
new home. Owner 

down sized, will ne-
gotiate. In nature’s 

paradise this 4 bed-
room 3 bath on 2.8 

acres fits a family with 
children who love to 
play explorer. Own 
deep well (no water 

bills!), plus new 
whole-house water 
treatment system, 
16x34 in-ground 

screened pool with 
fountain and lights. 
New 2-zone energy 
efficient heat/cool; 

new full attic R-30 in-
sulation; new attic so-

lar fan; new 
ducts/vents; updated 

bathrooms, 2 new 
AirMaster air cleaning 
units to remove dust, 
pollen, mold spores. 
Majestic trees. Extra 
long concrete drive-
way. Watch the deer 
play from the lanai or 
living room window. 

Newer (2002) Timber-
line roof, ridge vents, 
7 solar tubs thru out 
the house. Two hot 

water heaters. Wired 
for generator. Com-

pletely chain link 
fenced. Corral your 
horses, park your 
boat or RV. ON

property 7 palm trees 
value $10K each.

Occupancy at fund-
ing. Approx. 2700 sq 
ft under air. $209,900. 
(Price below Estimate 
Zillow.com) Contact 
owner, 352-556-1510, 
352-238-6274 email: 
rosepub@excite.com

Inverness 
Homes

Have it all! Inverness
Over Flowing With 
Value!!! Highlands, 

S.Carol Terrace. Huge 
1 Family. Major up-
dates you’ll enjoy 

only in a new home. 
Owner down sized, 

will negotiate. In 
nature’s paradise this 
4 bedroom 3 bath on 
2.8 acres fits a family 

with children who 
love to play explorer. 
Own deep well (no 

water bills), plus new 
whole-house water 
treatment system, 
16x34 in-ground 

screened pool with 
fountain and lights. 
New 2-zone energy 
efficient heat/cool; 
new full attic R-30

insulation; new attic 
solar fan; new 

ducts/vents; updated 
bathrooms, 2 new 

AirMaster air cleaning 
units to remove dust, 
pollen, mold spores. 
Majestic trees. Extra 
long concrete drive-
way. Watch the deer 
play from the lanai or 
living room window. 

Newer (2002) Timber-
line roof, ridge vents, 
7 solar tubs thru out 
the house. Two hot 

water heaters. Wired 
for generator. Com-

pletely chain link 
fenced. Corral your 
horses, park your 
boat or RV. ON

property 7 palm trees 
value miniumn $10K 
each. Occupancy at 
funding. Approx. 2700 

sq ft under air. 
$212,500.

(Price below Estimate 
Zillow.com) Contact 
owner, 352-556-1510, 
352-238-6274 email: 
rosepub@excite.com

Homosassa 
Homes

Riverhaven Village, 
Homosassa, FL

GREAT LOCATION,
GREAT HOUSE,

GREAT NEIGHBOR-
HOOD! 2147 sf, 3/2 + 
lr/dr comb, den, sun-
room, inside laundry,
all appliances. blt. by 
Rusaw in 1989, well 

maintained, upgrades, 
move in ready.

Asking $160,000
all offers considered.

Realtors 3%
See visual tour: 

www.visualtour.com/sho
w.asp?t=2656780&prt=10

003&sk=13
Frank or Helen Harris, 

352-628-1434
email: hharris3 

@tampabay.rr.com

Sumter County 
Land

10 ACRES FOR 
SALE - SANTERRA
RANCHES - SUM-

TER COUNTY
Beautiful 10 acre vacant 

property in deed re-
stricted neighborhood 
of Santerra Ranches in 

Sumterville, Sumter 
County for Sale - Ma-

ture Oak trees and 
open pasture make a 

perfect atmosphere for 
your future home and 
barn..start living the 

Florida country lifestyle 
asking $110,000 Call 

George (954) 383-7109

Call 352-854-3986
TO PLACE YOUR AD IN

Recreation 
Vehicles

Infinity 99 M/Home
by 4 Winds, 35’ Triton 

V-10 gas, 44K mis. front  
rear a/c, Onan Gen. 

back up camera,
leveling jacks, TV, fully 

equipped incl tow bars 
& hitch + brks buddy, 
assisted for tow vech. 
all manuals for coach 
& appls. NON Smoker
incls hoses, sewer & 
electric hook-ups,

7 new NEW Goodyear 
tires, See at Oak Bend 

Village Route 40 W.
Dunnellon call for tour

(352) 465-6335 Was 
$22,500 Now $19,750

Vehicles 
Wanted

BUYING JUNK CARS
• Running or Not •

CASH PAID - $200 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE  BUY
ANY VEHICLE

Perfect Cond
or not .Titled,no title, no 

problem. Paying up 
to$25K any make, any 

model Call A.J. 
813-335-3794/ 531-4298

Cars

HYUNDAI
‘02, Santa Fe, 120K mi.

Good cond.
$2,200.

Call (352) 854-1194

Garage/
Yard Sales

Garage/
Yard Sales

  465-4629 465-4629 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.
 plus labor*

 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’ 16’ x 7’
 SLIDING GARAGE   SLIDING GARAGE  SLIDING GARAGE 

 
 

SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR SCREEN DOOR

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows Acrylic & Glass Windows
 Custom Made   Custom Made  Custom Made 

 
 

for Your Screen Room for Your Screen Room for Your Screen Room

 ONSTRUCTION
 RAY RAY RAY C C C

 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 $ 695 $ 695 $ 695  * * *

 00
0A

B8
0

 Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com Crayconst@msn.com John M. Boyett, Jr.

 Financial Advisor 

 Free Investment Reviews
 352-237-2008 • 800-757-3129

 8441 SW Hwy. 200, Ste. 119 • Ocala Fl  34481
 www.edwardjones.com

 Member SIP C
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with something political. Let’s face it.
The political world is just one great big
party after another, usually, at someone
else’s expense. If I could go to a party
with somebody else sponsoring it and
paying for it, I guess I would go to.

Whenever somebody asks me which
political party I belong to I usually re-
spond by saying, “The birthday party.”
At a birthday party, at least you get to
eat cake and sometimes in the excite-
ment get a little bit on your face. At po-
litical parties, everybody is eating their
own words and ending up with egg on
their face.

If are going to have a party let’s make
it a birthday party where everybody is
invited and everybody gets a slice of
cake. Make that two slices of cake.

I suppose there would be a whole lot
of other words I could add to my list but
there is one word I am not going to ban
and that is God’s Word. There is noth-
ing more amazing to me than the rele-
vance of God’s word in my life today.
One word I love is, “Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall di-
rect thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

I am quite content to allow God have
the last word in my life. I have found it
to be amazingly true.

The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God Fellowship, PO
Box 831313, Ocala, FL 34483. He lives
with his wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at 352-687-
4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net.
The church web site is www.whatafel-
lowship.com. 

SNYDER
continued from Page 10

Saturday, Jan. 28
Rally for Life scheduled

Rally for Life will take place on Satur-
day, Jan. 28, from noon to 2 p.m. in front of
Ocala City Hall, 151 S.E. Osceola Ave. Park-
ing is available all around the building and
in government parking lots.

In the past this rally was held on the
Square, but this year has been moved to
City Hall. 

Keynote Speakers will be Sisters of Life
from New York, on the “The Dignity of the
Human Person” and “Building a Culture of
Life.”

Sunday, Jan. 29
Joy night at Christ’s Church

Join other Ocala area churches for an
evening of traditional and contemporary
music and worship through congrega-
tional singing of praise songs, solos and en-
sembles. 

Coffee and cookies follows. Everyone is
invited.

Christ’s Church of Marion County is at
6768 S.W. 80th Street, off State Road 200,
Ocala, 352-861-6182, www.ccomc.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Huge yard sale

Temple B’nai Darom will have a huge
yard sale on Jan. 31 starting at 8 a.m.

The sale will be at 49 Banyan Course,
Ocala.

Saturday, Feb. 4
An afternoon at Capone’s 

Join members from First Congregation
United Church of Christ on Saturday, Feb.
4 for lunch and show at Capone’s of
Kissimmee. 

Price includes bus transportation, buf-
fet lunch, gratuities, and a Broadway style
song, dance and comedy revue, set in
1930’s Chicago. 

Cost is $60 per person, $45 for children
under 12. For more information and tick-
ets, 352-873-3377.

Willie Nelson at Circle Square

Music icon and winner of 25 Grammy,
CMA and American Music Awards Willie
Nelson comes to the Circle Square Cul-
tural Center! 

Willie’s popular hits such as “Mama
Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be Cow-
boys”, “On The Road Again”, “Always On
My Mind” and many more classics are age-
less songs that span generations. With his
brilliant 6 decade career that speaks vol-
umes of his music’s relevance and per-
formance power, the 75 year old Willie
Nelson continues to sell out venues all
over the world! 

Don’t miss the legendary Willie Nelson
live in concert on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 7 p.m.
at the Circle Square Cultural Center, lo-
cated at 8395 S.W. 80th St. 

For more information on the 2012 enter-
tainment line-up including times, dates
and tickets, visit the website at www.CS-
CulturalCenter.com or call 352-854-3670.

Saturday, Feb. 18
Hospice trail ride

Hospice of Marion County, Inc. will hold
its 12th annual “Horses for Hospice” Trail
Ride on Sat., Feb. 18, on the Central
Florida Greenway at the Florida Horse
Park in Ocala. This year’s ride is in mem-
ory of Wayne Vaught, former Cross Florida
Greenway enthusiast and Trail Ride chair-
man. Registration begins at 8 a.m. and the
first ride leaves at 9:15 a.m. Riders travel
from as far as Jacksonville and Tampa to
spend 2-3 hours on the trail. Following the
ride, participants can enjoy lunch by
Tommy’s BBQ, live entertainment by Bor-
dertown, and door prizes.

Proceeds from this event will benefit Pa-
tient Care Programs. The minimum dona-
tion to ride is $30. Wagons are welcome;
$30 for driver and $10 per passenger.
Horse lovers who are unable to ride may
purchase a $10 ticket to enjoy lunch and
entertainment. For more information or to
register, call 352-854-5218. 

Ongoing
Interfaith retirement communities

Are you interested in learning how to or-
ganize food drives to help benefit Inter-
faith Emergency Services for 2012? Call
Craig Cotton at 352-351-8297 or Gary Nel-
son at 352-867-8901. Ocala Palms Food
Drive Coordinators will gladly share in-
formation on how to organize a food drive
the simple and easy way. Give us a call
today and help our area homeless, unem-
ployed and hurting families. 

HappeningsJewish January jokes

Judi
Siegal

As sales kick off, there’s a new Girl Scout cookie
an eye out at your favorite
businesses and stores and
take a box – or a dozen –
home with you! Also begin-
ning Feb. 24, visit
www.gswcf.org and search
for a Girl Scout Cookie
Booth by zip code using the
cookie booth locater sys-
tem. Cookie fans with
smart phones can down-
load the free Girl Scout
Cookie Locator (Kellogg)
app by calling **GSCOOK-
IES (**472665437) from
their phones, or by search-
ing for “Cookie Locator” in
the iPhone App Store or

Android Market Place. It’s
easier than ever to satisfy
your Girl Scout Cookie
cravings! 

Cookie booth sales end
Sunday, March 18.

For those who want to
support Girl Scouting in
their communities but
don’t want to enjoy the
cookies themselves,
GSWCF offers the Cookies
from Home Program. This
unique program is a way
for Girl Scouts to give back
to their communities: do-
nations of cookies through
the Cookies from Home

Program will be sent di-
rectly to our military
troops serving in combat
zones overseas through a
partnership with Support
Our Troops. Donations to
the Cookies from Home
Program may be made in
person through a Girl
Scout at anytime during
the Cookie Program,
through March 18.

Girl Scout Cookies are
not only an icon of Ameri-
can culture, but also the
world’s leading entrepre-
neurial program for girls.
Through the program, girls

practice useful life skills
such as planning, decision-
making and customer serv-
ice. During cookie
activities, girls are mem-
bers of a team working to-
wards a common goal, with
each girl striving to do her
personal best. 

For more information re-
garding purchasing Girl
Scout Cookies and sup-
porting Girl Scouting in
your area, visit
www.gswcf.org/cookies, or
call (800) 881-4475, ext.
1838. 

The six local Rotary clubs have joined forces to raise
funds for the Ocala Discovery Center, while providing a
good time for the children who are enjoying the Center
and who will continue to benefit from its programs. Feb.
11 is the date for the Rotary Discovery Fest, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., outside of the building at Tuscawilla Park.
There will be games, activities and great food for your
entire family. Tickets will be available at the gate. Chil-
dren get in for free if they are 5 years old or younger.
Tickets are only $5 for children between 6 and 12 years
and $10 if 13 years or older. 

The Ocala Discovery Center moved into the old Ar-

mory building in 2009 after the ground floor was reno-
vated. Now it’s time to renovate the second floor (which
was used as a basketball court and volleyball court when
the building originally opened in 1941) and to install an
elevator to allow access for the disabled. The new sec-
ond floor will provide space for traveling exhibits and
educational gatherings. Money raised during the Dis-
covery Fest will be added to the $20,000 already donated
by Rotarians early last year. For more information go to
www.mydiscoverycenter.org. 

Rotary is the world’s oldest service organization. The
Rotary Club of Ocala Southwest meets on Tuesday morn-
ings at 7:45 in Suite 240 at the West Marion Community
Hospital Doctors Office Building. Come and experience
Rotary while enjoying a tasty complimentary breakfast. 

Rotary Clubs join together for Discover Fest

Marion County Sheriff ’s Office is holding its annual
United Way Super Bowl Rib Sale on Friday, Feb. 3, from
noon-6 p.m. Tickets are available for $15 per slab and can
be picked up at the Sheriff ’s complex at 692 N.W. 30th
Ave. in Ocala.  Delivery is also available.

For tickets and more information call Judge Cochran
at 352-368-3594 or Jennifer Lowe at 352-368-3598.

Sheriff’s Office to sell ribs
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 Famous Recipe ®  Chicken

 NOW OPEN
 SW S.R. 200 in front of Walmart

 Next to Bob Evans

 236-5337
 Try our convenient drive-thru.

 Coupons good at all Ocala locations.

 $ 4 49
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N  Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 2 JUMBO
 BREAST STRIPS

 1 SIDE & BISCUIT

 3 PC. OVEN ROASTED
 BREAST, THIGH, LEG OR BREAST, THIGH, WING

 1 SIDE

 3-Piece
 WING SNACK

 WITH BISCUIT

 $ 3 49

 2 PC.
 THIGH & LEG
 2 SIDES & BISCUIT

 Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 $ 3 99
 Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 Limit 2 - Exp. 1/27/12

 $ 4 49

 New
  What’s For What’s For

 LUNCH? LUNCH?
 Our Monday Thru Friday Daily Lunch Specials  Our Monday Thru Friday Daily Lunch Specials 

 
 

Are Freshly Prepared Every Day Are Freshly Prepared Every Day
 Enjoy a lunch-sized portion of some of our favorite meals. Served from 11AM - 4PM

 3801 S.W. College Road, Ocala
 (352) 854-7870

 Store Hours: Sunday-Thursday 6am-10pm, Friday & Saturday 6am-11pm

 ©2004 CBOCS General Partnership

 Introducing Country House Salad - Plus Choice of Baked Potato or Soup Introducing Country House Salad - Plus Choice of Baked Potato or Soup
 Served Monday thru Friday from 11AM - 2PM. Our fresh green mix with grilled chicken tenderloin, hick ory 

 smoked bacon pieces, wedges of vine-ripened tomatoes, red onion, shredded Colby cheese and our own 
 sourdough croutons served with your choice of a Baked Potato with butter and sour cream or a cup of  soup.

 Wednesday
 CHICKEN POT PIE

 Freshly baked, loaded with chunks of chicken 
 breast and topped with a golden flaky crust

 Thursday
 TURKEY N’ DRESSING
 Tender, oven roasted turkey breast served with 

 savory dressing and choice of one vegetable

 Monday
 BAKED CHICKEN N’ DRESSING

 A tender, juicy chicken breast
 served with savory dressing
 and choice of one vegetable

 Tuesday
 MEATLOAF AND

 MASHED POTATOES
 A slice of homestyle meatloaf, mashed 
 potatoes and choice of one vegetable $ 5 99
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WEST MARION MESSENGER specialists, as they claim to
be, they don’t now the dis-
ease from a hole in the
ground. One did a two-day
nerve conduction study
then told me he new noth-
ing about neuropathy as he
was a brain specialist. Yea
right!

The sad part is you can’t
understand a great portion
of the doctors or office
help. 

Maybe they don’t under-
stand medicine. The worst
are those groups or indi-
vidual doctors who have
heir own lab and x-ray. I
was going to one family
doctor and the only thing
he wanted from me was to
do lab and x-ray work.
When you’re in an office
they are either on their
computer or writing but not
listening.

Apparently being cov-
ered for mistakes is more
important than giving good
quality care. 

There’s a difference of
opinion as to cortisone and
lidocaine shots for back or
joint pain. 

One doctor will do it
every month while others
only every three or more
months. What in the world
is happening to medicine
today?

I spent most of my life in
medicine in one capacity
or another and while med-
icine had a sense of re-
sponsibility in the past it’s
the dollar today. I’ve looked
five family doctors in the
eyes and said you’re fired
because they were so lack-
ing in ability.

Bill Ford
Ocala

LETTERS
continued from Page 8

Stone Creek

Which belt should I
wear? In fashion,
there are rules for

types of belts to be worn
with certain clothing, but at
the Stone Creek karate
class wearing a certain
color belt requires dedica-
tion and hard work.

Early in December, six
members of the karate
class were on their way to
earning a purple belt. In
order to earn this purple
belt, they had to demon-
strate kicks, punches,
blocks and a variety of com-
binations. 

Diane Badarak, Peggy
Clinton, Ken Drake, Deb-
bie Ford, Kathy Hodges,
and Mary Beth Neely
proved that hard work in-
deed pays off. Next stop is
the Brown Belt, which is
one level below the coveted
Black Belt.

The Stone Creek karate
class is open to all resi-
dents. 

They learn the classic
Korean karate of Tae Kwon
Do. The class is slightly
modified for residents of a
55+ community but the
weekly workout is chal-
lenging, both physically
and mentally.

Senior students of this
class can be seen helping
the beginners. Each belt
level must master more
complicated techniques,
while passing their knowl-
edge to the newer students.

For everyone’s safety,
there is no sparring in
class. According to instruc-
tor, Art Stalbow, “It is, how-
ever, one heck of a workout

Should I wear
the purple belt?

Patricia
Gizzi

for these seniors who are
getting younger with each
class.” If you are interested
in a karate class come and

try it out. The first class is
free. Art also teaches Tai
Chi, modern meditation
and gentle shape-up.

Congratulations to the
six members of the karate
class for their accomplish-
ment! 

Kneeling (left to right) Mary Beth Neely, Ken Drake, Debbie Ford. Standing — Kathy Hodges, Peggy Clinton,
Diane Bararak. 

Guests have already left, the
refrigerator is nearly empty and
decorations are finding their
way back to the attic. The holiday
frenzy is officially over and
you’re settling into the usual
schedule, perhaps with a little
less energy and a little more
weight than you set out with.
Looking for advice with some
post-holiday recovery? Let Mar-
ion County Parks and Recreation
help freshen up your start of the
new year.

Whether your choice is to
relax or to work back your en-
ergy levels this month, Parks and
Recreation can help you achieve
your goal with any of the follow-
ing outdoor recreation pro-
grams:

Kayak outings (Jan. 21 and 22):
learn kayaking basics, enjoy

stunning wildlife sightings or
paddle at your leisure on the
Rainbow, Silver or Ocklawaha
rivers. Kayaking equipment is
provided.

Eco tram tours (Jan.  26 and
29): take some time to unwind on
a motorized nature ride through
Sunnyhill Restoration Area or
Carney Island Recreation and
Conservation Area and take a
closer look at breathtaking land-
scapes and native wildlife.

Pre-registration and nominal
fees are required. For hours, fees
and more information on these
programs, visit www.marion-
countyfl.org/parks.htm. 

To learn more about Marion
County Parks and Recreation
programs, call 352-671-8560 or
visit the office (111 S.E. 25th Ave.,
Ocala).

Enjoy some time
at a county park
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Time for a swim? Brrrrr
Members of the Ocala Palms Polar Bear Club took their annual plunge into the unheated pool on
New Year’s Day. Pictured in the front row, left to right, are Sharon Doniger, Donna Neal, Ellen Wal-
ters, and Ed Schneiderman. Second row, left to right, are Jim O’Halloran, Fred Walters, Ramonita
Cruz, Debbie Gerard, and Craig Cotton. Third row, left to right, are Warren Grund, Sue Grund, Neal
Cunningham, Cil Cunningham, Don Weiss, Jack Neal and Ramon Hernandez.

Ramon Hernandez gives himself a “thumbs-up!”

Angie Broughton also joined the group taking the plunge. 

The Marion County Growth
Management Department is ac-
cepting applications for small-
scale land use changes, or
amendments, to the county’s
Comprehensive Plan. Residents
who own 10 acres or less of land
and are interested in changing
its designated use, such as going
from rural to commercial use,
are eligible for the small-scale
amendment application. 

Per Florida Statute, the de-
partment may only accept up to
a total of 120 acres of small-scale
amendment applications in one
year. 

Applications will be accepted
until 4 p.m. on Feb. 3, 2012, or
until the 120-acre maximum is
reached, whichever comes first.

Application forms may be picked
up at Marion County Growth
Management or downloaded
from http://www.marioncoun-
tyfl.org/Planning/land_use.aspx. 

Growth Management hosts
small-scale amendment applica-
tion cycles periodically as part of
its activities to keep the county’s
Comprehensive Plan up to date.
The plan is Marion County’s key
guide for growth management
and provides the framework for
how the county will continue to
develop. For more information
about small-scale amendments,
contact Michael Kokosky at 352-
438-2600 or visit www.marion-
countyfl.org/growthmanagement.
htm. 

Applications available
for small-scale amendments
to Marion comprehensive plan

The Department of Veterans
Affairs announced today a
change in regulations regarding
payments for emergency care
provided to eligible Veterans in
non-VA facilities. 

“This provision helps ensure
eligible Veterans continue to get
the emergency care they need
when VA facilities are not avail-
able,” said Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.

The new regulation extends
VA’s authority to pay for emer-
gency care provided to eligible
Veterans at non-VA facilities
until the Veterans can be safely
transferred to a VA medical fa-
cility.

More than 100,000 Veterans
are estimated to be affected by
the new rules, at a cost of about
$44 million annually.

VA operates 121 emergency de-
partments across the country,
which provide resuscitative ther-
apy and stabilization in life-
threatening situations.  

They operate 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.  VA also has
46 urgent care units, which pro-
vide care for patients without
scheduled appointments who
need immediate medical or psy-
chiatric attention.

For more information about
emergency care in non-VA facili-
ties, visit www.nonvacare.va.gov.

VA changes emergency rules
for pay in other facilities
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