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BRIEFS

Drivers get a holiday gift; low gas prices
By Michael D. 

Bates
Citrus County Chronicle

G as prices con-
tinue to decline, 
just in time for 

the droves of Floridians 
hitting the road this 
week.

Floridians will find the 
lowest Thanksgiving gas 
prices in two years, ac-
cording to AAA-The Auto 
Club Group.  Prices 
dropped another 7 cents 
last week. At $2.50 per 
gallon, Sunday’s average 
price in Florida is the 
the lowest since January, 
and only 6 cents more 
than the lowest price this 
year ($2.44).

GasBuddy shows 
prices Monday in Citrus 

County ranging from 
$2.49 to $2.53.

AAA forecasts about 
2.8 million Floridians 
will travel this week for 
Thanksgiving. Of those, 
2.5 million will drive. By 
that time, the average 
price for gasoline is ex-
pected to be less than 
last year’s holiday, which 
was $2.47 per gallon.

“Americans can be 
thankful for strong oil 
production and supplies, 
which have set the table 
for some of the lowest 
gas prices of the year,” 
said AAA spokesman 
Mark Jenkins. “The state 
average should carve off 
another 5 cents before 
Thanksgiving.

See GAS/Page A26

Summerfield woman charge with 
first degree murder of inmate
Media 

Release
MCSO

Marion 
County Sheriff ’s 
Office Major 
Crimes Detec-
tive John Lightle 
arrested Jeniffer 
Lane Patrick, 24, and 
charged her with First 
Degree murder in the 
overdose death of fellow 
Marion County Jail in-
mate Lorraine Gardner, 
22, 

Patrick snuck a combi-
nation of heroin and fen-
tanyl into jail by hiding 
the narcotics in her va-
gina. She then provided 
it to Inmate Gardner, 
who overdosed and died 
soon after ingesting the 
narcotics.

On Friday, Sept. 7, Pat-
rick was booked into the 
Marion County Jail for 
multiple drug-related 
charges. She was strip 
searched and body 
scanned for any signs of 
contraband and then 

placed in a cell with sev-
eral other women, in-
cluding inmate Gardner.

According to surveil-
lance video of the cell, 
Patrick handed a small 
object (presumably nar-
cotics) to Gardner. Gard-
ner put the substance to 
her face and then began 
to show signs of physical 
distress. Ultimately, she 
became unresponsive 
and jail staff and medics 
made multiple attempts 
to resuscitate her, which 
were unsuccessful. Gard-
ner was pronounced de-
ceased and her death 
was later ruled as a re-
sult of Combined Drug 
Toxicity (heroin, fentanyl 
and valeryl fentanyl) by 
the Medical Examiner.

During his in-
vestigation, De-
tective Lightle 
discovered that 
Patrick had 
snuck the drugs 
into the jail. 
Surveillance 
video showed a 
baggie of narcot-

ics fall from Patrick’s 
pants while she was 
being transported for a 
second contraband check 
after Gardner’s death. 
Upon reviewing the 
phone calls between Pat-
rick and her boyfriend, 
Scott Derringer, made 
after Gardner’s death, 
Unified Drug Enforce-
ment Strike Team drug 
agents uncovered multi-
ple incriminating state-
ments made by both 
subjects in reference to 
the introduction of con-
traband and the murder.

Due to his involvement 
in this case, Derringer 
was charged with Solici-
tation to Possess         

Patrick Gardner Derringer

Happy Thanksgiving!
M y wife, Car-

men, and I 
wish all of you 

a happy Thanksgiving!
I hope that when ev-

eryone sits down at the 
dinner table for your an-
nual feast, whether that 
table is at a local home-
less shelter or in your 
own home, please count 
your blessings.

If you have more bless-
ings than you can count, 
then bless someone else. 

If you have more food 
than you can eat, then 
feed someone else. 

If you bless someone, 
it's the same as blessing 
your Creator and then 

God in turn blesses you.
God's blessings cannot 

be contained. Those 
blessings cannot be held 
within your chest.

God's blessings are 
those little lights that 
must shine. That little 
light must not be hidden 
under a bushel basket. 

God's blessings are lit-
tle lights in the sense 
that everyone can re-
ceive them whether the 
table at which you feast 
is your own or whether it 
belongs to a church or a 
charity.

Again, please have a 
happy Thanksgiving and 
pray in thankfulness.See MURDER/Page A26
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VFW plans 
event to aid 

cancer patient
Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 4781 is a non-
smoking facility.

Sunday, Dec. 2, we are 
hosting a benefit dinner 
for one of our auxiliary 
members who is suffer-
ing from Stage 4 can-
cer. All proceeds from 
this benefit will go di-
rectly to him to help de-
fray the costly medical 
expenses. He has been 
an active and supportive 
member of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and also 
the Moose for many 
years. Volunteers will 
serve pork loin, mashed 
potatoes with gravy, vege-
table, a side of apple-
sauce and 
dessert. Dinner will be 
served from 4 p.m. to 6 

PHOTO BY RON RATNER
Gas prices continue to fall at the pump in time for holiday travel.

See VFW/Page A20
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Kitty on the outside or a tree 
frog on the inside

Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

I thought, which is a dan-
gerous activity for me, 
that I had pulled one 

over on the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. It is a rare 
occasion when I actually do 
something like this.

At my age, I assume I could 
get away with something. I 
guess I am just not old 
enough.

Several weeks ago, I hap-
pened to look out the back 
window and saw a kitty walk-
ing across our backyard. A lit-
tle idea sneaked into my 
head. Maybe I could get some 
kitty treats and feed the kitty.

It is not that my wife does 
not like kitties; she just does 
not like them on our property. 
No way she would ever, and I 
mean ever, condone some 
kitty living on our property. 
However, my thought was, 
what if she does not know?

I have always heard that 
what your wife doesn’t know 
can’t hurt you. So, I put to-
gether a very sneaky plan.

I went and got a dish for the 
kitty as well as a bag of kitty 
food. I really thought I could 
pull this off.

On the back porch, I put the 
dish and filled it with kitty 
food. I pushed it to the side so 

that you could not see it from 
the window. I am not an ex-
pert when it comes to sneaky, 
I’m still an amateur.

Later that evening I hap-
pened to look out the window 
and there it was. A tiger like 
kitty had found the dish and 
was feasting upon the food. I 
knew I had to take things 
slow. I did not want to scare 
off the kitty.

I kept this up for several 
days, quite proud of myself 
that I was not caught yet. I 
thought there was a chance I 
wouldn’t get caught and I was 
living on that chance.

It was on a Thursday eve-
ning and I was looking out the 
porch door, watching the kitty 
eat when I heard somebody 
say, “What are you staring 
at?”

Immediately I recognized 
the voice and had to be very 
careful so that I did not trip up 
on anything.

“I’m just enjoying the back-
yard scenery. It looks so lovely 
in the evening shadows.”

I sighed very deeply hoping 
I had escaped being found out.

Eventually I was getting to 
the point where I could open 
the door very carefully and the 
kitty would not get scared and 

run away. I was not able to pet 
it yet, but that was in my plans.

Then one night something 
else happened that pleased 
me deeply. A second kitty 
joined the back-porch kitty 
diner. I really was ecstatic, but 
I had to keep myself calm be-
cause I did not want to give my 
secret away.

Around our house, keeping 
secrets does not really last 
long.

Everything was going fine 
until one night the kitty came 
to the porch glass door and 
started meowing. The knuckle-
head that I am, I meowed 
back.

At that precise moment, my 
wife happened to walk into the 
kitchen area where the glass 
porch door was. She heard me 
meow and said, “There better 
not be a kitty on our porch!”

Before I could respond, she 
came up to the door and there 
was the kitty meowing at her.

“I don’t want any old cat on 
our back porch.”

I wanted to reply, but I 
didn’t.

“I hope you’re not feeding 
it!”

Do I need to call a lawyer?
At that moment, she went up 

to the door to open it so that 

she could shoo the cat away 
and there on the inside of the 
door was the biggest tree frog I 
have ever seen. When she saw 
that, she screamed, the kitty 
ran, and the frog jumped in-
side our house.

It has been a long time since 
I have seen the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage danc-
ing.

It was all I could do from 
laughing hysterically. I tried to 
control it, but you know how 
that works. The more I tried to 
restrain my laughter the 
louder it got.

Where is my cellphone 
when I need it?

She ran, got a broom, came 
back and swept the frog out-
side. I haven’t seen that frog 
since.

So, being in a sense of hi-
larious insanity, I said, and I 
almost regret saying it, 
“Which do you want? The 
kitty or the frog?”

She looked at me holding 
her broom in a very danger-
ous way and finally she broke 
down laughing.

Life is full of choices. Some 
of our choices are not of our 
choosing. Sometimes it is 
choosing the better of the 
worse.

Since then we have had two 
kitties come to our back 
porch every evening to enjoy 
the kitty food that I put out 
there in the kitty dish. I have 
not seen the frog, but I sure 
have been thinking about 
that frog ever since.

“What are you smiling at?”
“Nothing, I’m just having a 

happy moment.”
“It better not have anything 

to do with that tree frog.”
Thinking about this I was 

reminded of what David said. 
“Blessed is the man whom 
thou choosest, and causest to 
approach unto thee, that he 
may dwell in thy courts: we 
shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of thy house, even of 
thy holy temple” (Psalm 65:4).

It is not important if you are 
a kitty or a frog only that God 
has chosen you. Live in that 
glory every day.

Rev. James L. Snyder is pas-
tor of the Family of God Fel-
lowship. He lives with the 
Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage in Ocala. Call him at 
1-866-552-2543 or email james-
snyder2@att.net. His website is 
www.jamessnyderministries.
com.

BIBLE TRIVIA
00

1. Which book of the Bible (KJV) mentions the word “thanksgiving” the 
most times at eight? Genesis, Nehemiah, Psalms, Isaiah

2. In 2 Timothy 3:1-2, what human qualities does Paul list as being signs of 
the last days? Adulterers, Sun worshippers, Renegades, Unthankful people

3. From Psalms 106:1, “O give thanks unto the Lord; for his ... endureth for-
ever”? Love, Good, Mercy, Spirit

4. In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In every thing give thanks: for this is the ... of 
God”? Power, Will, Gratitude, Travail

5. From Leviticus 22, a sacrifice of thanksgiving is most meaningful when 
it is ... ? Sincere, Often, At your own will, Extravagant

6. Where was Jonah when he prayed with the voice of thanksgiving? Fish’s 
belly, Aboard ship, In the wilderness, Mountaintop

 
ANSWERS: 1) Psalms; 2) Unthankful people; 3) Mercy; 4) Will; 5) At your 

own will; 6) Fish’s belly
Visit Wilson Casey’s new Trivia Fan Site at www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Take time to be thankful. Stores are 
closed for Thanksgiving on Pun Alley

Pun Alley
Dick Frank

Today, the day after Thanks-
giving, is always a frenzied ac-
tivity of shopping for supposed 
bargains at many different 
stores, starting from early 
morning to late in the day. But 
now many stores opened yes-
terday making Thanksgiving 
into just another holiday shop-
ping day. Monday continues 
with supposed online bargains 
for those who haven’t yet ob-
tained enough and those who 
were smart enough not to fight 
crowds. This whole stressful 
shopping holiday weekend 
gives us less time to be thank-
ful for our blessings and what 
we have. Take some time today 
for a little Pun Alley Thanks-
giving humor.

It’s A Sign
A small business owner was 

dismayed when a brand new 
corporate chain much like his 
own opened up next door and 
erected a sign which read 
BEST BLACK FRIDAY 
DEALS. He was horrified 
when another competitor 
opened up on his right, and 

announced its arrival with a 
larger sign, reading LOWEST 
BLACK FRIDAY PRICES. The 
small business owner pan-
icked, until he got an idea. He 
put the biggest sign of all over 
his own shop; it read MAIN 
ENTRANCE.

Remote Control
“Cash, check or charge?” the 

clerk asked after folding items 
the woman wished to pur-
chase. As she fumbled for her 
wallet the clerk noticed a re-
mote control for a television 
set in her purse. 

“Do you always carry your 
TV remote?” the clerk asked. 

“No,” she replied. “But my 
husband refused to come 
shopping with me, so I figured 
this was the most evil thing I 
could do to him.”

Five and Ten
The shoplifter at the linge-

rie shop gave police the slip.
Even time has no meaning 

at all to a lot of women shop-
pers on Black Friday. The wife 
left early in the morning and 

announced to her husband, 
“I’m going shopping. I’ll be 
back in about $750.00 or so.”

Glenn’s wife loves bargains. 
What a great shopper. One 
time she went out window 
shopping and came home with 
seven windows.

The teenage girl approached 
the sales clerk in the dress 
shop with a large bag. “My 
mother likes this outfit. May I 
exchange it?”

Nowadays if someone pays 
in cash you get suspicious; you 
figure his credit is no good. 

 “This hat,” she explained to 
her husband, “cost me nothing. 
It was marked down from $20 
to $10, so I bought it with the 
$10 I saved.

People are funny; they 
spend money they don’t have 
to buy things they don’t need 
to impress people they don’t 
like. 

Black Friday is a scam. You 
should be mad they over-
charge you 364 days a year.

If she used her library card 
the way she uses her credit 
cards she’d be the most bril-

liant woman in America. 
I went into a general store. 

They wouldn’t let me buy any-
thing specific.

I’ll be celebrating Black Fri-
day in my traditional way by 
completely ignoring it.

The Reward
A lady lost her handbag in 

the bustle of shopping at the 
mall. It was found by an honest 
little boy and returned to her. 
Looking in her purse, she com-
mented, “Hmmm.... That’s 
funny. When I lost my bag 
there was a $20 bill in it. Now 
there are twenty $1 bills.”

The boy quickly replied, 
“That’s right, lady. I knew you 
wouldn’t give me $20 for a re-
ward.”

Silver Transformer
A family from the forest was 

visiting a huge mall in Orlando 
the first time in their lives. 
The father and son were stroll-
ing around while the wife 
shopped. They were amazed 
by almost everything they saw, 
but especially by two shiny sil-

ver walls that could move 
apart and then slide back to-
gether again.

The boy asked, “Paw, what’s 
that?”

The father responded, “Son, 
I dunno. I ain’t never seen 
nothin’ like that in my whole 
life.”

While the boy and his father 
were watching, an ugly fat 
woman waddled up to the 
moving walls and pressed a 
button. The walls opened and 
the woman entered between 
them into a small room. The 
walls closed and the boy and 
his father watched the small 
circular number above the 
walls light up sequentially.

They continued to watch 
until it reached a high number 
and then the numbers began 
to light in the reverse order. 
Then the walls opened up 
again and a gorgeous, volup-
tuous 24 year-old blond 
woman stepped out.

The father, not taking his 
eyes off the young woman, said 
quietly to his son, “Boy, go git 
your Momma!”

The good thief
She left her wallet, containing $160, at a Walmart 

store in Clinton, Arkansas. She returned and re-
trieved the wallet but found that a thief had re-
moved the cash. But the crook turned out to be “a 
good thief” and, according to the Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens, a few days later anony-
mously dropped off an envelope at the police 
station. It contained the stolen cash and a note ad-
dressed: "To the lady that left her wallet at 
Walmart.” It read, in part, “please forgive me as I al-
ways strive to have integrity, and that day I failed 
miserably."

nnn

A hairy story
A six-month old baby girl in Japan has become 

something of an international celebrity after her 
mother posted photos of her sporting a full head of 
“lush” black hair. The Association of Mature Ameri-
can Citizens reports that “Baby Chanco,” as the in-
fant is known, has some 150,000 followers on 
Instagram. Her hair has been growing so fast and 
thick since her birth that her Mom has been taking 
her to a beauty parlor for frequent haircuts.

nnn

Fly me to the moon
Here’s a gift for newly-

weds that is truly out of 
this world: a titanium 
plaque etched with their 
names that will orbit the 
earth in space for a hun-
dred or more years. The 
AMAC says the Warp 
Space Company of Japan 
offers to launch the per-
sonalized commemora-
tive wedding plaques 
into space for $270 each. 

Interested? Email them 
for more information.

nnn

She doesn’t scare Texas 
A&M graduate Makenzie 
Noland showed off her 
unusual graduation pic-
tures on her Facebook 
page recently. The AMAC 
says the photos show that 
she is ready, willing and 
able to use her newly ac-
quired Wildlife & Fisher-
ies Sciences degree to 

land her dream job at a 
zoo. 

They show her in cap-
and-down romping with 
Big Tex, a nearly 14-foot 
alligator. She calls the 
gator “one of my best 
friends” at the local wild-

life sanctuary where she 
has been interning.Filler files
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It is time to say ‘no’ to colds and 
flu – or at least try

Health Corner
Patricia A. Woodbury RN MSN

Well, we can at least 
try!  Cold weather pre-
dicts the start of flu sea-
son.  Did you know why?  
Well it seems that low 
temperatures and vapor 
pressure reduce the size 
of virus-containing drop-
lets traveling through the 
air.  When the droplets 
shrink, they can remain 
airborne longer than in 
higher temperatures.  So, 
when a sick person 
coughs or sneezes, re-
leasing the virus, it is 
more likely to stay in the 
air and be inhaled by 
someone else.

Fall’s cooler weather 
does not mean you 

should hibernate but it 
should remind you to get 
your yearly flu vaccina-
tion and also make sure 
you are immunized 
against pneumonia.  Ac-
cording to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) up to 
85% of flu-related deaths 
and 70% of hospitaliza-
tions occur in people 
ages 65 and older.  Flu 
can worsen other medi-
cal conditions or lead to 
complications like bron-
chitis, sinus infections 
and pneumonia.

The seasonal flu stan-
dard vaccine for adults 
younger than 65, offers 

effective protection, how-
ever for those over 65 
and older there is a high-
dose vaccine (Fluzone) 
which is four times stron-
ger and induces a higher 
antibody response than 
the standard dose.

If you do get the flu 
symptoms of fever, body 
aches, headache, sore 
throat, cough and runny 
nose, contact your health 
care provider right away 
even if you have been im-
munized.  Antiviral med-
ications can lessen 
symptoms, lower compli-
cation risk and shorten 
the length of time you 
are sick.  The drugs are 

beneficial when taken 
within the first two days 
of symptoms.

The CDC recommends 
that adults ages 65 and 
older get two pneumonia 
vaccines PCV13 (Prevnar 
13) and PPSV23 (Pneu-
movax).  Unlike flu vac-
cines, the pneumonia 
vaccinations are usually 
given just once.  These 
vaccines are effective at 
preventing severe dis-
ease, hospitalizations, 
and death.  

The most common 
causes of pneumonia are 
viral or bacterial infec-
tions, often as a compli-
cation of a lingering cold, 

the flu or bronchitis.  
When body defenses are 
weakened by illness, old 
age, a recent bout of flu, 
or impaired immunity, 
the bacteria can work 
their way into the lungs 
and multiply to cause 
pneumonia.  

Once treatment is 
started, uncomplicated 
pneumonia can clear up 
within one to two weeks.  
Fatigue and a mild cough 
can linger for a month or 
more, so it may take lon-
ger to regain strength 
and feel well again.  This 
is definitely more time 
and effort than it would 
take to get vaccinated!

So try preventing in-
fections by avoiding 
close contact with sick 
people.  Wash your hands 
often with soap and 
water or an alco-
hol-based sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% al-
cohol.  Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose and 
mouth and clean and dis-
infect surfaces using 
products that kill germs.  
Antibacterial soaps are 
of no value and should 
not be used.

Source:  University of 
California, Berkeley, 
Health After 50, November 
2017.

———n———

Ocala's Biggest Holiday Office Party is Dec. 7
Golden Ocala Golf & 

Equestrian Club is in-
viting members and 
guests to join staff, fam-
ily and friends for ‘Oca-
la’s Biggest Holiday 
Office Party,’ otherwise 
known as OBHOP. The 
winter-inspired, cock-
tail-attired event will 
take place Friday, Dec. 
7, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
at the 77,000-square-
foot community club-
house at 4090 NW 84th 
Court. 

Tickets are $55 per 
person and include a 
cash bar, buffet, hot 
cocoa and cider 
bar, wine tasting, photo 
booth, DJ, dancing, for-
tuneteller and a visit 
with Santa

A portion of the pro-
ceeds for OBHOP will 
be donated to the Don 
Harrison Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization 
that supports local 
charities through fund-
raising and volunteer 
activities. The 501(c) (3) 
was formed in memory 
of a former decorated 
Marine who resided in 
Ocala and embodied 

the essence of charity. 
He is honored via a golf 
tournament at Golden 
Ocala every March, as 
he was a member and 
resident of the 
1,200-plus-acre commu-
nity. 

Additionally, Golden 
Ocala will collect gifts 
and/or personal items 
for the Arnette House 
during OBHOP. The 
nonprofit organization 
provides various forms 
of therapy to families in 
Marion, Lake, Sumter, 
Citrus and Hernando 
counties in memory of a 
North Central Florida 
teen who died of a drug 
overdose in 1979. The 
Arnette House’s wish 
list includes wallets for 
boys and small purses 
for girls, unisex, no-
show socks (black or 
white), cologne sets 
(Axe and Old Spice) for 
boys and body sprays/
lotions for girls (Cherry 
Blossom, Sweet Pea, 
etc.), sleep pants (small 
and medium for boys; 
medium and large for 
girls), skateboards for 
boys and adult coloring 

books with pencils for 
girls .

Also, Bicycle playing 
cards, Uno cards, $5 to 
$25 gift cards from Old 
Navy, Walmart, Aero-
postale, Hollister, 
American Eagle, Plato’s 
Closet and others.

This year, OBHOP 
will also include a First 
Responders Culinary 
Combat on the club-
house patio, during 
which executive chef 
Rick Alabaugh is sched-
uled to provide local 
firefighters, police offi-
cers and more with a 
secret ingredient. Par-
ticipants will then use 
that ingredient to make 
a main course meal to 
be judged by attendees 
based on taste. 

These main course 
meals will be made in 
addition to chef Ala-
baugh’s extensive buf-
fet menu of salad, 
cheese, soup, carving 
and dessert stations. 
Salads range from clas-
sic Greek, to Asian ca-
shew chicken, to 
caprese, to hearts of ro-
maine and more, while 

cheese ranges from 
cheddar, to smoke 
Gruyere, to port salute 
and more. Soups are 
listed as chicken torti-
lla and lentil sausage 
fennel, while entrees 
include garlic and 
thyme-rubbed prime 
rib and honey bour-
bon-glazed pork loin. 
Mini pastries, black-
berry cobbler and va-
nilla bean ice cream 
top off the dessert area. 

Tickets are required 
for this exclusive eve-
ning. To RSVP on or be-
fore Friday, Nov. 30, as 
well as obtain tickets 
and more information, 
call Golden Ocala at 
352-629-6229.

Golden Ocala is a 
1,200-plus-acre destina-
tion of championship 
golf and tennis, a 
world-class equestrian 
center, luxury living 
and much more — pack-
aged into a one-of-a-
kind gated community 
and located among the 
rolling hills of North 
Central Florida, other-
wise known as Horse 

Country. With a variety 
of elite memberships 
and exclusive benefits, 
Golden Ocala is known 
as a premier venue for 

all occasions. It is lo-
cated at 4090 NW 84th 
Court in Ocala. Call 
352-629-6229. Online at 
GoldenOcala.com. 

———n———

Bipartisan legislation introduced by congress-
man Neal Dunn, FL-02, addressing issues with 
the Coastal Barrier Resources maps will be voted 
on in the House this week. 

The Strengthening Coastal Communities Act of 
2018 makes technical corrections to the Coastal 
Barrier Resources maps that are adversely af-
fecting areas in Bay and Gulf counties. 

The Coastal Barrier Resources Act was signed 
into law in 1982 and works to preserve our na-
tion’s barrier islands by barring federal funds 
and financial assistance from being used there, 
which therefore disincentivizes development. 

Dr. Dunn’s legislation maintains these protec-
tions for our nation’s barrier islands, while sim-
ply providing for more precise digital maps to 
distinguish the CBRA zones. 

Co-sponsors of the legislation include 
Reps Thomas Rooney, FL-17, and Lisa Blunt 
Rochester, DE-At Large). 

The legislation is also supported by the Na-
tional Audubon Society.

Dunn’s strengthening 
Coastal Communities Act 

moves in the House
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T he anniversary of the end of 
the Great War—despite Pres-
ident Donald Trump visiting 

pan-European ceremonies in 
France—passed almost unnoticed in 
the United States. This is noteworthy 
because 4,000,000 Americans were 
mobilized for the war and about 
2,000,000 shipped to Europe, where 
50,585 were killed in combat and an-
other 200,000 suffered wounds. An-
other 100,000 American military 
personnel died from complications 
suffered by wounds and influenza. 
American combat deaths in World War 
I rank third only behind the American 
Civil War and the Second World War.

Indicative that Americans may be 
losing the historical significance of 
this war is that it’s the only major war 
in U.S. history not commemorated 
with a memorial in Washington, D.C. 
Certainly, the Great War had more sig-
nificance in Europe because not only 
did the body count soar into the tens 
of millions but also major historical 
shifts took place in Russia, Germany, 
and across Eastern Europe. Neverthe-
less, for Americans, involvement not 
only made this the “first” world war 
but also marked our inaugural experi-
ence involving significant military in-
tervention.

Time inexorably fades memories. 
For the elderly, or approaching el-
derly, among post-World War II baby 
boom generation the Great War was 
our grandfathers’ or great grandfa-
thers’ war. For Americans under 40, 
it’s as distant as the Civil War was for 
baby boomers at the same age. Ac-
cordingly, in popular culture, the 
Great War doesn’t carry the panache 
of the Korean War, with 1950s block-
buster movies like Bridges of Toko-ri 
starring William Holden and Pork 
Chop Hill featuring Gregory Peck. By 
comparison, movies produced about 
the war in Vietnam generated entire 
college classes studying the social sig-
nificance of movies from The Ugly 
American starring Marlon Brando to 
Apocalypse Now (same star), a genre 
of Sylvester Stallone Rambo movies, 
and Pennsylvania’s own reflective The 
Deer Hunter. World War I has Paths of 
Glory, a 1950s Stanley Kubrick epic 
staring Kurt Douglas and Adolfe Men-
jou bemoaning war’s futility, the 1941 

I ’m going on vacation for most 
of December. I wouldn’t say 
that if I believed anyone knows 

where I live. Just understand that I’m 
washing my hands of the paper until 
Christmas. 

Anyone who has complaints about 
the Citizen or Messenger, remember 
that Christmas is the time to be jolly, 
so keep it to yourselves until New 
Year’s Day and then resolve to be 
more forgiving for the rest of the 
year.

I haven’t visited my hometown in 
about two years, and I don’t know if I 
will this time or not because it de-
presses me. There is the old saying, 
“You can never go home again.” I say, 
“Who would ever want to?”

However, the states of Oklahoma 
and Texas finally go together to re-
place a 100-year-old bridge across 
the Red River at Carpenter’s Bluff. 
For those 100 years, the bridge was 
the only way to cross the river for 
hundreds of people who lived in Lib-
erty Bottom. The bridge was built (I 
think) by the MK&T Railroad. It was 
a scary old bridge about a half-mile 
long and open only to one-way traffic.

The old Carpenter’s Bluff Bridge is 
an iron bridge of an overhead truss 
design with a wood floor wide 
enough for horses, wagons, and 
Model Ts on the vehicular and a rail-
road track on the other. Each board 
creaked and rattled as we drove 
across in our old 1959 Buick with the 
big fins.

Freight trains used the bridge in 
the 1960s, and about every two 
weeks, engineers drove trains across 
that old bridge that linked the two 
states. After crossing into Oklahoma, 
the tracks must have sunk into the 
sandy loam soil because I don’t re-

member where they laid between the 
bridge until just before they entered 
my hometown, which was on a long, 
arcing curve.

There was an old woman in town 
whose monthly check went to the 
owner of a country store. The store 
owner, in turn, sold the old woman 
beer, liquor, and wine while her So-
cial Security check lasted. After that, 
she drank vanilla flavor and some-
times, she strained Mennen’s Skin 
Bracer through white bread and 
drank what was called, “Green Liz-
ard.”

Well, at one point during one 
month, she ran out of money and 
credit at the grocery store and being 
of a not-so-sound mind, she heard the 
train whistle and got the idea that 
she would collect on her life insur-
ance and buy herself something to 
drink. She laid down in front of the 
train as it entered the town. Unfortu-
nately for her, a passerby saw what 
was happening and pulled the old 
woman from the path of the train and 
saved her life, thereby depriving her 
of the life insurance.

Maybe even more unfortunate was 
the town because after the railroad 
company removed the 100-plus rail-
road cars, it also took up the tracks.

That was the last train to stop in 
or even come near my hometown, 
which was just as unfortunate for 

See MOLEHILLS/Page A25

Vacation looms ahead

See LOWRY/Page A25
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Losing 
sight of the 
Great War
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LOWRY
COLUMN
No, Trump 

is not 
diminished

M idterm losses typically 
humble a sitting president 
of the United States, but 

Donald Trump is beyond humbling.
He is the most unbowed president 

ever to lose a house of Congress. Any-
one who thought Trump would be 
taken down a notch, even by a more 
stinging electoral rebuke, doesn’t 
know the man. He will remain the 
ringmaster of American politics until 
the day, presumably in January 2021 
or 2025, when he gets on Marine One 
for the last time.

He made the midterms about him, 
because, really, what else would he 
make them about? Trump will never 
lose his interest in airtime, or the rat-
ings. He boasted at a rally that, thanks 
to him, interest in the midterms was 
running higher than ever. And he was 
right.

Even if Democrats had a larger vic-
tory, on the scale of the Republican 
sweep in 1994, it would be impossible 
to imagine Trump getting upstaged. 

His 90-minute post-election Q&A in 
the East Room of the White House 
was expansive, combative, boastful, 
gripping, outlandish, conciliatory, 
amusing -- and unlike any postelection 
news conference we’ve ever seen 
(even without Trump mentioning, by 
the by, that he was firing his attorney 
general).

The press loved every minute of it, 
practically begging him to keep going. 
The perverse symbiotic relationship 
between Trump and the media, so key 
to the success of both, is alive and 
well.

According to Trump, the election 
wasn’t a “thumpin’” or “shellacking” 
-- George W. Bush’s and Barack 
Obama’s words for their own set-
backs -- it was a personal victory that 
had been blighted by some Republi-
cans not sufficiently embracing him. 
He proceeded to mock by name fel-
low Republicans who had lost, in an-
other presidential first.

Trump has legitimate bragging 
rights: The Republican showing in 
the Senate was strong. His political 
base is still there for him, and in 
many key statewide races, there for 
the candidate he endorsed and 
stumped for. His rallies are still a 
hot ticket. He now has a cadre of al-
lies, like newly elected Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, whom he basically cre-
ated.

Alienating traditional Republican 
voters in the suburbs, of course, comes 
with a real cost. For one thing, it 
hands Democrats a constituency 
spread throughout the country, as 
demonstrated by the GOP carnage in 
widely dispersed House races.

But, for Trump’s purposes, the 

Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis
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3 more horses test positive 
for West Nile virus

Even though weather is turning 
cooler outside, residents should con-
tinue to take precautions against 
mosquitoes when outdoors. Three 
Marion County horses tested posi-
tive for West Nile virus recently, 
meaning the mosquito-borne virus is 
active in the community. 

West Nile virus is a disease that 
can spread to people and animals 
through the bite of an infected mos-
quito. People typically develop 
symptoms two to 14 days after they 
are bitten. There is no specific treat-
ment for West Nile virus, and most 
mild infections are typically over-
come with little or no medical inter-
vention within a few weeks. Eighty 
percent of people infected show no 
symptoms, and up to 20 percent can 
show mild symptoms, such as body 
aches, vomiting and nausea. About 
one in 150 people infected develop 
serious illness, with symptoms such 
as neck stiffness, paralysis, vision 
loss and tremors; neurological ef-
fects may be permanent, and severe 
illness can lead to death. 

Marion County has been under a 
mosquito-borne illness advisory 
since May and remains under one 
due to ongoing mosquito activity. 
The advisory was originally issued 
due to an uptick in Eastern equine 
encephalitis (EEE) virus. EEE cases 
have decreased in recent months, 
and West Nile virus cases have in-
creased statewide. 

The state issues advisories to in-
form residents that they face an in-

creased risk of diseases spreading to 
humans from mosquitoes through 
mosquito bites. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, people most at risk for in-
fection with mosquito-borne virus 
include those who work outside or 
spend time doing outdoor recre-
ational activities because of added 
exposure to potentially infected 
mosquitoes.

“Take preventative actions when 
you are outdoors to avoid exposure 
to mosquitoes,” said Florida Depart-
ment of Health in Marion County 
Health Officer Mark Lander. “Drain 
standing water around your home or 
property, cover your skin with cloth-
ing or repellent and speak with your 
veterinarian about what vaccina-
tions may be available for your ani-
mals.” 

The department continues to con-
duct statewide surveillance for mos-
quito-borne illnesses, including West 
Nile virus, Eastern equine encepha-
litis, St. Louis encephalitis, malaria, 
chikungunya and dengue. For more 
information, visit www.floridahealth.
gov/%5C/diseases-and-conditions/
mosquito-borne-diseases. 

About the Florida Department of 
Health

The department, nationally ac-
credited by the Public Health Ac-
creditation Board, works to protect, 
promote and improve the health of 
all people in Florida through inte-
grated state, county and community 
efforts.

PHOTO BY RON RATNER
A groundbreaking ceremony for the Hilton Garden Inn in 
downtown Ocala was held in March. Hotelier Danny Gaekwad 
is developing the five-story, 107-room hotel off the downtown 
square. Construction is expected to take 15 to 18 months.

Hilton Garden Inn
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Rev. Signore to lead Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church

Our Redeemer Lu-
theran Church of Ocala 
installed its new pas-
tor-elect, the Rev. Joseph 
Signore III.

Pastor Signore was 
born and spent his youth 
in Blue Island, Illi-
nois. He graduated from 
Concordia Seminary of 
St. Louis and was or-
dained in June 2013. He 
served as vicar at Our 
Redeemer in 2011-12. He 
is married to his wife, 
Anna. The couple have 
two children, Daniel and 
Titus.

Pastor Signore most 
recently served at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Pomona, California, 
and we welcome him to 
beautiful Marion County.

Installation took place 
Nov. 11 at the church.

For additional infor-
mation, please contact 

churchoffice@ourre-
deemerocala.org or visit 
our website www.OurRe-
deemerOcala.org or call 

352-237-2233 and join us 
in welcoming pastor Si-
gnore.

The Rotary Club of Ocala Southwest donated the proceeds from the North 
Central Florida Pickleball Doubles Tournament at On Top of the World to the 
Ocala Domestic Violence Center at its meeting Nov.  13. In the photo are On 
Top of the World Pickleball Club leader Paul Brunner, Rotary Club president 
Daniel Lack and Ocala Domestic Violence Center volunteer coordinator Lisa 
Simmons.

Working to end domestic violence
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Mike Wolfe, Frank 
Fritz, and their team 
will return to Florida 
in January and they are 
interested in hunting 
for treasure in this 
area.

Mike and Frank are 
the hosts and pickers 
for the TV series Amer-
ican Pickers, a docu-
mentary series that 
explores the world of 
antique “picking” on 
History.

The show follows the 
pair as they hunt for 
America’s most valu-
able antiques. They are 
always excited to find 

sizable, unique collec-
tions and learn the in-
teresting

stories behind them.
As they hit the back 

roads from coast to 
coast, Mike and Frank 
are on a mission to re-
cycle and rescue forgot-
ten relics. Along the 
way, the Pickers want to 
meet characters with 
remarkable and excep-
tional items. The pair 
hopes to give histori-
cally significant objects 
a new lease on life, 
while learning a thing 
or two about Ameri-
ca’s past along the way.

Mike and Frank have 
seen a lot of rusty gold 
over the years and are 
always looking to dis-
cover something 
they’ve never seen be-
fore. They are ready to 
find extraordinary 
items and hear fasci-
nating tales about them.

American Pickers is 
looking for leads and 
would love to explore 
hidden treasures in the 
area. If you or someone 

you know has a large, 
private collection or ac-
cumulation of antiques 
that the Pickers can 
spend the better part of 
the day look-
ing through, send your 
name, phone number, 
location and descrip-
tion of the collection 
with photos to ameri-
canpickers@cineflix.
com or call 855-OLD-
RUST (653-7878).

T he “Fantastic 
Beasts” series 
exists as a way 

for J.K. Rowling to build 
on the extremely lucra-
tive Wizarding World 
franchise without con-
tinuing to shove Harry 
Potter down our throats. 

Taking place in the 
1920’s, the prequel series 
follows magical animal 
expert Newt Scamander 
(Eddie Redmayne) as he 
tries to go about caring 
for the wondrous crea-
tures without getting 
sucked into a major con-
flict in the wizarding 
community. But no mat-
ter how hard he tries, 
trouble always seems to 
find him. 

In 2016’s “Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to 
Find Them,” he acciden-
tally stumbled upon a 
plot to infiltrate the U.S. 
wizard government by 

evil European wizard 
Grindelwald (Johnny 
Depp). Grindelwald was 
arrested at the end of 
that film, but the opening 
moments of “The Crimes 
of Grindelwald” see him 
escape back to Europe so 
he can … commit crimes. 

Everybody wants a 
piece of Newt Scaman-
der. The British Ministry 
of Magic, where his 
brother Theseus (Callum 
Turner) works, wants 
him to take on a position 
with them, dangling bad-
ly-needed travel papers 
as bait. His old friends 
Jacob (Dan Fogler) and 
Queenie (Alison Sudol) 
play the role of intrusive 
houseguests. And Albus 
Dumbledore (Jude Law) 
wants him to go to Paris 
to make a move against 
Grindelwald without the 
Ministry’s consent. Newt 
initially refuses until he 

learns that his American 
love interest Tina (Kath-
erine Waterston) is also 
in Paris, and he desper-
ately wants to reconnect 
with her ever since she 
cut off communication 
after a newspaper article 
mistakenly identified 
him as the fiancé of Leta 
Lestrange (Zoe Kravitz), 
who is in fact engaged to 
Theseus, but is also his 
former girlfriend. 

Grindelwald, for his 
part, is rebuilding his 
empire. He still has the 
loyalty of about half the 
wizards in Europe, and 
he’s still in the ear of the 
extremely powerful, yet 
internally tormented 
Credence Barebone 
(Ezra Miller). 

Credence survived his 
apparent death in the 
first movie, and has since 
fled to Europe where 
he’s been working at a 

sideshow with his cursed 
friend Nagini (Claudia 
Kim) while he looks for 
answers about his family 
history. Grindelwald 
wants to use Credence to 
kill Dumbledore and 
Dumbledore needs peo-
ple like Newt to stop 
Grindelwald because 
they are unable to per-
sonally harm each other 
due to a bond in their 
shared past (officially it’s 
a spell, but there’s an un-
spoken emotional com-
ponent as well). Thus 
they need to find loop-
holes in order to move 
against one another. 

The film is really heavy 
on plot, with little room 
for fun along the way. I 
miss the sections of these 
movies where the char-
acters just babbled 
about, say, wizard candy 
for several minutes. We 
don’t even get much of 

the Fantastic Beasts this 
time around, outside of a 
scene where Newt goes 
home for a minute or two 
before being interrupted. 
I guess my favorite crea-
ture in the movie is a sort 
of lion/dragon hybrid, but 
they’re all so irrelevant 
that it’s hard to get ex-
cited about any of them, 
as the film has to throw 
more characters and ex-
position at us that I’ll 
have forgotten by the 
time the next movie rolls 
around. That’s this mov-
ie’s lot, it wants to set up 
things that will be excit-
ing and clever in future 
installments, but at the 
expense of being bloated 
and overwritten itself, 
thus decreasing interest 
in those future install-
ments and the franchise 
as a whole. 

There’s magic to be 

found in “Fantastic 
Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald.” The sets, 
costumes, special effects, 
and actors are all up to 
the standards of the Wiz-
arding World. But it’s the 
overstuffed script by J.K. 
Rowling herself that 
makes this an ultimately 
bland entry. I’ll see the 
future films, of course, 
but this franchise needs 
to turn itself around on 
the next film or else the 
whole series is going to 
get written off as a cre-
ative misfire. 

Grade: C
“Fantastic Beasts: The 

Crimes of Grindelwald” 
is rated PG-13 for some 
sequences of fantasy ac-
tion. Its running time is 
134 minutes. 

Contact Bob Garver at 
rrg251@nyu.edu. 

“Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes 
of Grindelwald”

At the Movies
Bob Garver

———n———

‘American Pickers’ to film in Florida

PRESS PHOTO
Frank Fritz, left, and Mike Wolfe star in "American 
Pickers."
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O ak Run cele-
brates with Hol-
iday Parties, 

Troubadours, Tree Trim-
ming. 

Dear readers, if you 
are still napping from 
too much turkey (it is a 
food that is supposed to 
make you sleepy), it is 
time to wake up and 
check out the activities. 
If you can’t find any-
thing to charge you up, 
then I guess you should 
just go back to your nap 
and miss all the fun. 
Dec. 1 is a busy one and 
I can’t wait. We have the 
Troubadours, tree trim 
and goodies at Palm 
Grove, doors open at 1 
p.m. and concert at 1:30 
p.m. John, my photogra-
pher and I will head to 
Art Club luncheon, take 

a couple pictures and 
then Palm Grove. The 
first Cabaret show is in 

evening. Another eve-
ning that sounds like 
fun, is Showcase with 

holiday music.  During 
the season there will be 
a Memory Tree in Palm 

Grove. (see details in ar-
ticle). Woodside neigh-
bors are having a party 
on Wednesday the 5th. 
Questions call Henry 
and Lillian Hanscom, 
our busy Oak Runners. 
Please don’t miss the ar-
ticle from Diane 
Church, regarding 
sleeping bags for the 
homeless, esp. children. 
It breaks your heart 
when you find they are 
looking for vinyl table 
cloths to be used as 
ground covering, for 
when they sleep. Please, 
open your hearts and 
help Diane in this great 
mission. I think you will 
enjoy the holidays big 
time if you give first! I 
guess, Oak Runners 
know how to give. The 
Hospice fund raiser to-

taled over $20,000 for 
Legacy House. The fol-
lowing words touched 
me as I thought of this 
wonderful season ap-
proaching:” Faith 
makes all things possi-
ble. Love makes all 
things easy. Hope makes 
all things work.” Anony-
mous. By the way dear 
friends, Joe and I be-
came great-grandpar-
ents. We are actually 
“step” but that is okay. I 
know we won’t hear the 
end of what a beautiful 
baby she is, from our 
son-in-law. I am sure I 
will see you around 
during the holidays. 
Peace, love and joy. 
Laura 

Oak Run
Laura Smith

Rest up from Thanksgiving because 
December is a busy month

See OAK/Page A21

PHOTO BY JOHN JIULIANTE
Theater-goers visit during a trip to see the play "1776."



T wenty crafts 
men and women 
from Cherry-

wood and beyond filled 
the Clubhouse main hall 
on Saturday, Nov. 17. 
From woodworkers to 
candle makers, from 
photographers to knit-
ters, from basket weavers 
to greeting card makers, 
and many other crafters 
in between, Christmas 
shoppers and others en-
joyed the countless 
handmade gift options 
available that day.

The fall craft sale ran 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
there was never a dull 
moment. Besides the 
vendors, browsers and 
shoppers were able, for a 
nominal fee, to purchase 
lunch items and pur-
chase raffle tickets for a 
variety of door prizes. 

The Crochet and Knit-

ting Club once again of-
fered a bake sale and 
raffled off a handmade 
blanket and matching 
doll. Carol Torri was the 
winner of the afghan and 
doll. Proceeds from the 
bake sale and raffle 
which amounted to $225 
will go to purchase sup-
plies for the club for fu-
ture donations of 
handmade articles by the 
ladies. The craft table of 
handmade items by the 
club made $237, which 
will go to benefit our 
local Interfaith Food 
Bank. 

In addition, Cherry-
wood resident and orga-
nizer Sarah Blair made 
an extra gift basket con-
taining items amounting 
to approximately $200. 
Lee Riley was the win-
ner of this basket.  

Sandee Spencer was in 

charge of the lunch items 
for the day, with help 
from Michele and Lee 
Riley, Sandee’s husband, 
and her daughter Cheryl. 

Two craft shows are 
held each year here at 
Cherrywood. So, crafters, 
replenish your supplies 
and gear up for next 
spring’s show!

You know you’re 
getting old …
My husband, Bob, and 

I, and our rescue dog, 
Missy, took an 8-day driv-
ing vacation to Fort 
Worth last week, there-
fore no article last week. 
We went to visit a son 
and his family. While 
Mom and Dad were out, 
Bob and I stayed with 
our 11-year-old Texan 
granddaughter who loves 
to play games. I’m a 

game lover too. Bob, not 
so much, but we did talk 
him into playing with us. 

One of the games was 
“Five Second Rule: Just 
Spit It Out!” I never be-
fore realized how fast 
five seconds can go by 
until I tried naming 
three items depending 
on the category on the 
cards I drew. One of 
mine was to name three 
famous cowboys. Some-
how I was able to spit out 
Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, 
and Hopalong Cassidy 
before my five seconds 
were up, but just barely.

My granddaughter 
gave me a quizzical look 
and then said, “Who are 
they?” Before I could an-
swer, she stated, “I would 
have said Romo, Elliot, 
and Prescott!” And then I 

gave her a quizzical look, 
until I realized she was 
naming three famous 
Dallas Cowboys. Talk 
about a generation gap. 
How about two genera-
tions?!?

I was impressed, how-
ever, that she knew her 
football.

Are You Ready? 
Thankfully, I’m not 

going to have to offer tips 
to prepare for hurri-
canes any longer, since 
the official hurricane 
season is coming to a 
close at the end of this 
month. Now the question 
applies to something 
that’s just around the 
corner, Christmas. In 
fact, it’s a mere month 
and a couple of days 
away. 

So, are you ready? I’m 
certainly not. It seems 
the occasion pounces out 
of nowhere. It was just 
October, wasn’t it? And 
now the Christmas sea-
son and all it entails is 
upon us.

Cherrywood Travel is 
offering a couple of ways 
to help you prepare, both 
in the way of shopping 
and of getting into the 
spirit of the holiday. On 
Wednesday, December 
12, they are sponsoring a 
shopping trip to the 
Tampa Premium Outlets. 
The fee for the ride down 
and back is $39. Lunch 
will be on your own. 

From Adidas to Yankee 
Candle and a ton of 
stores and eateries in 

A successful Cherrywood 
Craft Show and Sale

Mary Busha
Cherrywood

See READY/Page A18
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Spruce Creek North honors 
community veterans

Patricia Bonay
Spruce Creek North

On Sunday, Nov. 11, about 98 residents came out to the clubhouse to honor 
our veterans. Scouts from Troop 439 of Ocala presented the colors and led the 
group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Gigi Derolf explained the “Missing Man Ta-

ble” and read how “TAPS” at military funerals was established.
All enjoyed a light lunch with cake for desert.  A very special Thank You to the 
young scouts of Troop 439 who did a fantastic job.

B ecause of the 
Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New 

Year holidays falling so 
close to the monthly 
breakfast. Jan. 26 will be 
our next breakfast with 
Jean.

Just a reminder of all 
Tuesday night bingo 
players. Tickets are sold 
from 5-6:15 pm. Games 
start at 6:30.

Bingo is open to all, 
please come join us for a 
night of fun.
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between, the mall is 
fairly new and has over 
100 stores. There’s even 
a Godiva Chocolatier. 
Okay, now I’m really 
tempted to make the trip.

The Show Palace Din-
ner Theatre in Hudson, 
Florida, is hosting a 
Christmas Special on 
Thursday, December 20. 
The holiday gala boasts 
dazzling costumes, dance 
numbers, and a wonder-
ful holiday song list. Ac-
cording to producers, 
this Christmas show sells 
out every year. The price 
for this trip is $97. To 
find out what this cost in-
cludes and/or to make 
reservations for this 
event or the trip to the 
Tampa outlet stores, con-
tact Laura Kane at 352-
840-0333.

Christmas at 
Cherrywood

The Cherrywood 
Christmas Open House 
Party is scheduled for 
Friday, December 7. The 
event will run from 6:30-
9:30 at the Clubhouse.

Those attending are 
asked to bring a Christ-
mas dessert or a savory 
snack to share. Egg nog, 
holiday punch, and lem-
onade will also be 
served. 

Besides festive foods 
and fun fellowship, par-
ticipants will enjoy door 
prizes, a 50/50 raffle, and 
a Chinese Auction. Those 
desiring to take part in 
the Auction should bring 
a new wrapped gift ($10 
value) and let Jennifer 
know, in advance, that 
you will be participating.

Toys for Tots at 
Cherrywood

“Toys for Tots” collects 
new and unwrapped toys 
for children ages infant 
to 13 years to be distrib-
uted throughout commu-
nities to children who 
might not otherwise re-

ceive toys at Christmas. 
This program, sponsored 
by the Marine Corps Re-
serve, has been in opera-
tion since 1947. 

A large labeled box is 
set up at the Clubhouse 
for collecting our gifts of 
toys. In addition, mone-
tary donations can be 
made through their web-
site at www.toysfortots.
org where it states that 
over 97% of donations go 
directly to the mission of 
providing toys, books, 
and other gifts to less for-
tunate children. The 3% 
spent on support princi-
pally covers fundraising 
expenses. “Not one do-
nated dollar goes to sala-
ries or any other 
manpower costs,” say 
their officials.

To date, through Toys 
for Tots, over 500 million 
toys have been distrib-
uted to over 251 million 
children. They believe 
that every child deserves 
a little Christmas. It ap-
pears this organization is 
staying true to its        

See TOTS/Page A24

READY
Continued from Page A16

Donald Slimm, left, and Joyce Stacer were among the 20 craftsmen and women 
at the Cherrywood Craft Show and Sale Saturday, Nov. 17 in the main hall of the 
clubhouse.
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Happenings
Veterans Helping Veterans

Veterans Need You! Veterans Helping 
Veterans assists veterans and their 
families with food, clothing and other 
personal needs. We are looking for 
variously skilled volunteers to help in the 
resource center. Hours and days at your 
convenience. Call Anthony or Linda at 352-
433-2320 ext. 100 and leave a message for a 
return call.

United Way VITA Program
United Way of Marion County is 

looking for volunteers who are inter-
ested in preparing income taxes for 
free through the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program. No experi-
ence necessary and free certification 
training is provided by IRS certified 
instructors.

Certified volunteers will provide 
free income tax assistance to Marion 
County residents at six VITA sites lo-
cated in Ocala and surrounding areas 
in Marion County.

Informational sessions will be held 
at United Way of Marion County lo-
cated at 1401 NE Second Street, Ocala, 
FL 34470 Thursday, Nov. 15, from 1 to 2 
p.m. and repeated from 6 – 7 p.m. For 
more information or to register, con-
tact Doug MacPhail at 352-355-1225 or 
dmacphail@uwmc.org.

Wednesday. Nov. 21
Thanksgiving Eve Service

Joy Lutheran Church will have a 
special Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, Nov. 21, at 6:45 p.m. Pas-
tor Art will deliver an inspiring mes-
sage of gratitude. The Bell Choir and 
the Vocal Choir will sing the praises 
of thanksgiving.  

All are welcome to participate so 
start the holiday weekend off by at-
tending and bring a friend and be 
thankful for your blessings.

Joy Lutheran Church is located on 
SR 200 at 7045 SW 83rd Place, Ocala. 
For more information contact the 
church office at 352-854-4509 ext.2.

Thursday, Nov. 22
Free Thanksgiving Dinner

Free Thanksgiving Day dinner, Nov. 
22, from 1 to 3 p.m. and open to the en-
tire community served by St. John’s 
United Methodist Church. This is to-
tally free to anyone reading these 
words. We’re located at 12390 W High-
way 328, Ocala, FL 34482. Bring your 
family, friends and neighbors to join us 
for a Thanksgiving Dinner with all the 
trimmings, fellowship and fun, we just 
need you. Come join our family.

Please call Deb Laliberte at 608-831-
2532 for free reservations so we’re 
sure to have plenty of food.

The Turkey awaits!

Saturday, Nov. 24
Dunnellon Victorian Holiday

The Dunnellon Historic Merchants 
will host their annual Victorian Holi-
day event, Saturday, Nov. 24, from 2 to 
8 p.m.

The afternoon events, from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m. includes a special appearance 
of the “Soccer Collies.” Watch the dogs 
play soccer and then visit with your fa-
vorite player. Pony rides and a petting 
zoo will be offered on the Lions Club 
property at the corner of Walnut and 
Cedar streets. Across the street, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus will chat with visitors 
and pose for photos. 

Later in the afternoon, 4 to 6 p.m. the 
Romeo Elementary school chorus will 
move from porch to porch along West 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Cedar Street 
and Walnut Street singing Christmas 
carols.

The Nature Coast Dulcimer Players, 
keyboard player Michael Fonzi, Bob 
Cubbage on the piano and jazz singer 
Valerie Levy, along with Christian 
music artist Lisa Marie are scheduled 
to entertain.

Food vendors, craft vendors and 
shops in the area will be open. Special 

holiday music and Christmas lights 
will add sparkle to the event. The Vic-
toria Holiday event includes West 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Cedar Street 
and Walnut Street.

Sunday, Nov. 25
Countryside Presbyterian

“The Star of the Christmas Night” 
will be the lecture theme of Country-
side Presbyterian Church’s Fourth 
Sunday Lecture Series Nov. 25, at 3 
p.m. Perhaps you remember going to a 
planetarium years ago and seeing such 
an astronomy planetarium show at the 
historic Hayden Planetarium in New 
York City or in cities around America.

The Sunday afternoon lecture will 
present this astronomy style program 
up on the big screens and fascinate 
you with how the ancients looked up at 
the stars in wonder, how three scholars 
came from the East to see a mysteries 
star of wonder deciding that it meant 
the birth of a king.

Adults, young people of all ages will 
enjoy this fascinating subject. Be a 
part of this program welcoming in the 
Christmas season. There is no cost or 
tickets needed, a free will offering will 
be received.

Crossroads Church
We will be beginning our annual 

“Buy A Tree, Change A Life” ministry 
Friday, Nov. 23. All profits from the 
selling of our Christmas trees will be 
given to children’s ministries, both 
here and around the world.

Candlelight Service will be held 
Monday, Dec. 24, at 6:30 p.m. to cele-
brate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Watchnight Service will be held 
Monday, Dec. 31, at 9 p.m. – 12 a.m.  We 
will be worshiping and praying in the 
New Year.

Mondays – Monday Night Bible 
Study at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesdays – Intercessory Prayer 
Meeting at 9 a.m.

Wednesdays – Family Training Hour 
at 7 p.m.  This includes Crossroads 
Kids, Crossroads Nursery & Cross-
roads Youth Ministries.

Thursdays – Our Spanish “Estudio 
Biblico” at 7 p.m.

Sunday Services – Sunday School, 
8:30 a.m.; Worship Services at 9 a.m., 
11 a.m. and our Spanish Service at 1 
p.m.  Nursery Ministry provided for all 
services.

We will be beginning our annual 
“Buy A Tree, Change A Life” ministry 
Friday, Nov. 23. All profits from the 
selling of our Christmas trees will be 
given to children’s ministries, both 
here and around the world.

Candlelight Service will be held 
Monday, Dec. 24, at 6:30 p.m. to cele-
brate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Watchnight Service will be held 
Monday, Dec. 31, at 9 p.m. - midnight 
We will be worshiping and praying in 
the New Year.

Crossroads Church, 8070 SW 60th 
Ave., south off SR 200. For more infor-
mation, please call 352-291-2080 or 
visit online at www.ourcrossroads.
church for up to date calendar events.

Christ's Church
If you are looking for a church home 

where Christ is first, you won’t want to 
miss the services at Christ’s Church of 
Marion County this week.  

Sunday, Nov. 25 – 9:30 a.m.: We begin 
each Lord’s day with Sunday School 
classes for all ages at 9:30 a.m. We offer 
five adult classes on a variety of topics. 
A synopsis of each class is available on 
our website.  

Sunday, Nov. 25 – 10:30 a.m.: Our 
Worship Service opens with a special 
by our Worship Choir entitled "Blessed 
Be You Name." Our praise time in-
cludes a blend of familiar hymns of the 
church as well as contemporary praise 
songs with a full praise band. Pastor 
David Bellows will present a message 
of inspiration.  

Monday, Nov. 26: Monday evening 
the men come together at 6:30 p.m. for 
a Bible study utilizing the study book 

“The Attributes of God” by Dr. Steven 
J. Lawson

Tuesday, Nov. 27: Women who are in-
terested in crafts meet Tuesday morn-
ing at 9:30 to work on group and 
individual projects.

Thursday, Nov. 29: The Kingsmen 
Quartet will be in concert at 6:30 p.m.  
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.  There is 
no admission charge and no tickets are 
required.  We will receive a love offer-
ing for the group.

Christ’s Church of Marion County is 
located at 6768 SW 80th Street off State 
Road 200. For more information on all 
our events or for directions visit our 
website at www.ccomc.org or contact 
the church office at 352-861-6182. 

Saturday, Dec. 1
Craft Show

The Altar & Rosary Society of St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church 
Christmas Craft Show is Saturday, Dec. 
1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Father Stege-
man Hall. The church is located on the 
corner of Hwy. 41 and Hwy 40, north of 
Dunnellon. Over 30 crafters will be 
there along with several new skilled 
artisans who will be selling a wide va-
riety of hand made goods. Food will be 
available for a nominal price. For 
more information please call Janice at 
489-1184.

Freedom Chess Club
The Freedom Library Chess Club 

will meet from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 1. The Library is located at 
5870 SW 95th Street. All players are 
welcome! Call 873-2276 for informa-
tion.

Kingdom of the Sun
    Kingdom of the Concert Band 

under the direction of Les Muncaster 
perform "A Christmas Wish" Saturday, 
Dec. 1 at 2 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 2, at 3 
p.m. in the Marion Technical Institute, 
1614 SE Ft, King St. Performances are 
free to the public. Donations are ac-
cepted. For information, please call 
624-9291 or visit http://kingdomofthe-
sunband.org on the internet.

Fight for Freedom
The City of Ocala Recreation and 

Parks Department will host the third 
annual ‘A Fight for Freedom: Attack on 
Fort King’ Saturday, Dec. 1 and Sun-
day, Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Fort King National Historic Landmark, 
3925 E Fort King St.

This two-day event will include a 
re-enactment of Osceola’s attack on 
Fort King and the demise of Indian 
Agent Wiley Thompson, an event that 
led to the start of the Second Seminole 
War. The event will also include a Sem-
inole village and soldiers’ encamp-
ment to show what life was like back in 
the 1830s. Those in attendance will ex-
perience time-period crafts, tradi-
tional skills workshops, food, drinks 
and games, such as tomahawk throw-
ing. Live cannon demonstrations will 
also take place throughout the event.  

Admission to this event is $5 per per-
son. Veterans, active military and chil-
dren ages five and under are free.

Guests are encouraged to park at the 
Duke Energy power line field located 
between NE 43rd Avenue and NE 44th 
Avenue on the north side of E Fort 
King Street, approximately a quar-
ter-mile east of the Fort. Free shuttles 
and trams will be running continu-
ously throughout the event for pickups 
and drop-offs. A special tram will be 
available for handicapped or disabled 
guests only.  

For more information, please con-
tact the City of Ocala Recreation and 
Parks Department at 352-368-5533 or 
visit www.facebook.com/fortkingocala. 

Ugly Sweater
Registration is now underway for the 

fifth annual Ugly Sweater 5K and 
1-Mile Fun Walk, which is scheduled 
for 8 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 1, at Blue Run 
Park at 19680 E. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Dunnellon.

Fees are $25 now through Friday, 
Nov. 25, for the 5K, and $30 the week 

leading up to the race. Cost is $20 for 
the 1-Mile Fun Walk through the day of 
the event. 

Proceeds benefit the Dunnellon 
High School athletics programs.

Awards will be given to the top male 
and female finishers as well as the 
male and female master’s division 
winners (50 and older) as well as the 
top three placers in 7 and younger, 8 to 
10, 11 to 14, 15 to 19, 20 to 24, 25 to 30, 
31 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 
54, 55 to 59, 60 to 64, 65 to 69, 70 to 74 
and 75 and older. In addition, the first 
300 participants to complete the event 
will receive a custom finisher medal.

Registration forms are available at 
the Dunnellon Chamber & Business 
Association office at 20500 E. Pennsyl-
vania Ave., or the Riverland News of-
fice at 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., or 
register online at runsignup.com/Race/
FL/Dunnellon/UglySweater5Kand-
MileFunWalkRun.

For information about the event, 
visit Rainbow River Runners on Face-
book.

Sunday, Dec. 2
Advent at Joy Lutheran Church
The new church year begins on Ad-

vent Sunday, Dec. 2. Advent is the time 
of expectant waiting and preparation 
for the celebration of the Nativity of 
Jesus at Christmas.  The term is a ver-
sion of the Latin word “coming.”

During Advent there will be the 
usual Sunday worship services of 8:15 
a.m. and 11 a.m.

On Wednesday each week there will 
be a brief 2 p.m. service without com-
munion.  We will continue our Wednes-
day evening casual service at 6:45 p.m. 
service with communion. The theme 
for the Wednesday evenings will be 
“Praying with the Saints.”

All are welcome to attend the Advent 
services.  Joy Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 7045 SW 83rd Place at SR 200, 
Ocala.  For more information call (352) 
854-4509 ext. 2.

Hanukkah Observance
12-foot  Menorah to Light Up Ocala 

as Part of World’s Largest Hanukkah 
Observance

Chabad of Ocala and The Villages to 
light up one of 15,000 public Menorahs 
worldwide, symbolizing universal mes-
sage of religious freedom. A Communi-
ty-wide celebration  will take place on  
Sunday, Dec. 2,  5 p.m., the  first  night 
of the eight-day holiday at The Ocala 
City Square – downtown, Ocala. The 
ceremony, organized by Chabad-
Lubavitch Rabbi Yossi Hecht will fea-
ture  prominent community officials , 
latkes, doughnuts, chocolate Gelt, 
music, dancing, A & C for the kids and 
more!  

New Jersey and Friends
The next meeting of the New Jersey 

& Friends Club will be 1 p.m., Dec. 3 at 
VFW Post 4252, S. R. 200 in Hernando. 
Following the business meeting, Karen 
will lead the members in a session of 
the Holiday Trivia Challenge. On Dec. 
12 at 1 p.m., our monthly luncheon will 
be at the Plantation Inn, Fort Island 
Trail in Crystal River. Guests are al-
ways welcome at our meetings and 
other activities. For information on 
club activities, please call Stella at 352-
270-8427. For membership informa-
tion, call Tony at 352-746-9455. Merry 
Christmas, Happy New Year and best 
wishes to all for a wonderful Holiday 
Season.

Wednesday, Dec. 5
Car Menorah Parade

To celebrate the 2018 Hanukkah sea-
son, The Chabad House of Ocala & The 
Villages  will be having a first time 
ever  Car Menorah Parade on Wednes-
day, Dec. 5 at 4 p.m., departing from 
The Chabad House traveling through 
Lake Sumter Landing culminating at 
The Sheriff Annex on CR 466.

For more information or to have 

See HAPPENINGS/Page A20
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your car join the parade visit www.
ourchabad.org/carparade or call 352-
330-4466 (Menorahs are limited).

Friday, Dec. 7
OWUMC Car Show

Car Show and chicken barbecue 
dinner will be at Ocala West United 
Methodist Church, Friday, Dec. 7, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the parking lot 
next to the pavilion. The Men’s Fel-
lowship is offering chicken barbecue 
to eat in or take out prices: $8 for 1/2 
chicken dinner with baked beans, 
coleslaw, and roll; $6 for ½ chicken 
only or ¼ chicken dinners. Boy 
Scout Troop 707, sponsored by 
OWUMC, is selling hot dogs with 
chips and a drink for $4. Ocala West 
UMC is located at 9330 SW 105TH St. 
For information, please call 352-854-
9550.

Santa Over the Rainbow
Santa Over the Rainbow 2018, Fri-

day, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 7 - 9. 
Dec. 14 - 16, join us for food, music 
and lights. Admission is $ 2.

Santa arrives at 7 p.m. via his pon-
toon sleigh boat. A photo with Santa 
is $2.

Join us for a light display only 
Dec. 26 – 27 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 8
Ocala 200 Lions Club

The Ocala 200 Lions Club will be 
holding a Flea Market Saturday, 
Dec. 8, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Bank 
of the Ozarks at 8375 SW Hwy 200, 
Ocala. There will be a variety of ven-
dors on hand as well as food/drink 
available for sale by the Dunnellon 
Lions Club. The Ocala 200 Lions 
Club will also be offering free dia-
betic (blood sugar) screening during 
the same hours. You are invited to 
join us for this fundraising event. As 
always, all proceeds generated by 
the Lions Clubs will be used for 
community projects throughout the 
year. For more information, pleae 
call 352-861-2730. 

Ocala Lions Club
The 25th Memorial Ocala Lions 

Club Golf Tournament is Saturday, 
Dec. 8, at Ocala Golf Club. All pro-
ceeds go to various community char-
ities including “Kidsight” which 
screens for eye problems in pre-K 
and kindergarten children. For infor-
mation or to register, please call at 
Garry Adel 895-1084 or Barry Fies at 
362-7713.

Tuesday, Dec. 11
Ocala Christian Women Connec-

tion
Ocala Christian Women's Connection 

invites all ladies to join us for our 
"Glitz and Glam" Luncheon Dec. 11 at 
the Hilton of Ocala from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.  The price is $22. Our feature 
will be Deb's Adornments with many 
beautiful jewelry and clothing items 
for sale just in time for Christmas 
shopping. Deb Richards from Orange 
City, Florida, is our speaker. Deb will 
share her story "Mirror, Mirror on the 
Wall." Come and enjoy the fun in your 
Christmas bling. For reservations and 
free childcare please, RSVP to Claudia 
at 288-2136 or Eve at 732-7053 by Mon-
day, Dec. 3. 

Thursday, Dec. 13
Altar & Rosary Society

The Altar & Rosary Society of St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Dunnellon on the corner of Hwy. 40 
and 41 is sponsoring a “Clothe the 
Children” drive Thursday, Dec. 13, 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the church hall. 
Clothing will be distributed to families 
in need free. For more info, call Judie 
at 489-5954.

Thursday, Dec. 20
Geneological Society

The Marion County Genealogical 
Society will meet Thursday, Dec. 20, 
at 2 p.m. at the Marion County Pub-
lic Library located at 2720 E. Silver 
Springs Blvd. in Ocala. A brief busi-
ness meeting will be followed by the 
Holiday Party. For further informa-
tion, contact Joel Swanson at 352-
897-0840 or president@mcgsocala.
org.

Ongoing
Prostate Cancer Support

The Prostate Cancer Support 
Group meets each month at 5 p.m. in 
the West Marion West Marion Hospi-
tal on the fourth Tuesday. Every 
month a doctor or other licensed 
medical professional speaks to any-
one else who is interested.

The nonprofit group’s goal is to 
bring education and awareness to 
husbands, wives or caregivers the 
importance of early detection, treat-
ment options and treatment con-
cerns such as side effects and life 
after cancer. For more information, 
please call Steve Austin at 352-812-

0406.

Kabbalat Shabbat
Holy Hour-Happy Hour Tradi-

tional Edition is the first Friday of 
every month at 7 p.m. Kabbalat 
Shabbat is followed by a delicious 
traditional themed buffet and cock-
tails including challah, geffilte fish, 
salads, chicken matzah ball soup 
and brisket. RSVP at www.ourch-
abad.org/happyhour. 

Shabbat @ Chabad: every Shabbat 
at 10 a.m. followed by a delicious 
kiddish-lunch.

Torah & Tea: study the weekly 
Torah portion Wednesday from 7 – 8 
p.m. 

For more information, please con-
tact Rabbi Yossi Hecht by calling 
352-330-4466 on the internet at www.
OurChabad.org.

ESL Program
The ESL program at College Road 

Baptist Church, 5010 SW College 
Road, meets each Wednesday at 6 
p.m. This is a weekly one-hour class. 
Students practice using their En-
glish speaking skills in an informal, 
friendly environment. 

Contact ESL Director Janet Smith 
at 352 854-6981. 

Rainbow Springs Artists
Artists and fine craftsmen are 

sought by the Rainbow Springs Art-
ist Cooperative located at 20804 W. 
Pennsylvania Ave. in the heart of 
Dunnellon’s historic district. Once 
juried in to the cooperative, artists 
and fine craftsmen will be able to 
exhibit and sell their work in our 
display space. We also have a large 
area for teaching children and/or 
adult art classes. Additional infor-
mation may be obtained by contact-
ing June Johnson, Director, at 
352-465-3717.

Sisterhood of Survivors
The Breast Cancer SOS (Sister-

hood of Survivors) support group 
meets at Ocala West Methodist 
Church, 9330 SW 105th Street, Rm. 
235 (chapel). 

We meet the last Tuesday of each 
month at 1 p.m. to offer a caring con-
cern to those involved with the bat-
tle of breast cancer. We will share 
experiences, be informed and edu-
cated on treatments and medica-
tions available during our journey 
with breast cancer. We shall over-
come! So, come one and all to our 
meetings and share interesting ses-
sions each month. Any questions call 
Elsa Flescher at 352-209-2661.

Happenings (Continued from Page 19

p.m. for a $7 donation. If you are un-
able to attend this benefit dinner and 
would like to donate, please see a bar-
tender at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

Monday: Bingo is played in the hall 
and is open to the public. Doors open 
at 9 a.m. and the games start at 11 
a.m. The kitchen is open from 11 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m. Weekly special for Monday 
lunch will be posted and lunches are 
also available to members and 
guests. Bar bingo is for members and 
guests and begins at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
and Friday lunch is served from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tuesday - Sunday: Lunch is avail-
able from 11 a.m. until ?? Please see 
the bartender for a delicious sandwich 
or pizza.

Wednesday:  Dinner is served from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. for a $7 donation and is 
open to the public. Wednesday night 
dinner tickets MUST BE PUR-
CHASED IN ADVANCED and tickets 
are available in the canteen.

Second & Fourth Friday’s: Dinners 
are fried Alaskan Pollock or chicken 
with French fries, hush puppies and 
coleslaw. Dinner is $8 and served from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Public is invited. 

Friday & Saturday: Enjoy entertain-
ment in the canteen from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. 

Saturday: Breakfast is served from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. and prices range from 
$3 - $6.50. Breakfast is open to the pub-
lic.

Taco Dinner:   Due to Thanksgiving 
and the upcoming activities in Novem-
ber, there will be no taco dinner. 
Happy Thanksgiving!

Hall Rental & Catering: Please call 
352-873-4781 for further information.

Honor Guard: Our Honor Guard is 
available to provide military honors to 
a fallen veteran. For further informa-
tion contact the Post at 352-873-4781. 

Angela S. Santos Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 4781, 9401 SW 110th St. Tele-
phone 352-873-4781. You can also fol-
low us on Facebook - Angela Santos 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4781.

VFW
Continued from Page A1
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From the ORHA 
Board

Oak run’s elections for 
the 2019 ORHA board of 
directors will be held in 
the card room of the Or-
chid Club on Saturday, 
Jan.12, 2019. The Janu-
ary Donut Drop-In will 
take place in the Orchid 
Club Auditorium at the 
same time.

Also, in the audito-
rium, residents of neigh-
borhoods one thru 
twelve will gather to vote 
for their new neighbor-
hood names.

Volunteers are needed 
during the election to act 
as tellers, vote counters, 
greeters, parking valets 
(bring your golf cart). 
Lunch will be provided. 
Please contact Bob Ro-
urke, Election Commit-
tee Chairperson at: (419) 
345-3452, or e-mail truck-
trout1@gmail.com.

Oak Run’s Bridge 
Clubs

We have three Bridge 
Clubs in Oak Run, two 
for Party Bridge and one 
for Duplicate. 

Party Bridge meets at 9 
a.m. Thursday mornings 
at the Island Club and 6 
p.m. Friday evenings at 
the Orchid Club’s Card 
Room. No partner is re-
quired. It’s only 50 cents 
per person and we have 
small prizes.

Duplicate Bridge is 
played at the Island Club 
Wednesday evenings. 
Please arrive by 5:45 p.m. 
for a prompt start at 6 
p.m. You do need a part-
ner for duplicate which 
can usually be arranged. 
The facilities are for Oak 
Run residents.

We look forward to 
having you join us. 
Please feel free to call 
Fran at 808-725-9362.

Oak Run Women’s 
Golf Association 
Several of our girls re-

cently enjoyed a fun day 
of golf at the Continental 
Golf and Country Club 

Invitational.
Our Bump Day at The 

Preserve at Spruce 
Creek was the first day of 
cool, brisk, breezy 
weather that we’ve had 
in many, many months.  

It was a most enjoyable 
day of golf!  

It’s amazing to hear the 
assortment of names 
some of the girls give to 
their golf balls.  

A friendly reminder to 
all current, social and 
past members: the dead-
line for signing up and 
turning in payment for 
our Christmas/Holiday 
Party is Nov. 29.  

This annual event is 
being held at The Citrus 
Hills Golf and Country 
Club on Dec.13.  

Any questions, please 
give Linda Noel a call.

Hoofin’ It for 
Hospice

Well Oak Runners, you 
went and did it again. 
Yep, you made our an-
nual Hoofin’ Fundraiser 
another success with al-
most $22,000. in dona-
tions. 

You guys/gals are awe-
some! We want to thank 
each of you who partici-
pated in this year’s fund-
raiser. 

We are blown away by 
your generosity each 
year. Red and I, along 
with Ingrid and Andrew 
Crane, have been doing 
this Hoofin’ fundraiser 
for many years now. 

The four of us together 
are a team who are privi-
leged and honored to be 
a part of this fantastic 
event. 

We are so blessed to 
have Hospice of Marion 
County and specifically 
Legacy House right out-
side our main gate to be 
there for our end-of-life 
experience. We have sev-
eral people who help us 
each year. We wish to 
thank Ted Warner,

Veronica and Gary An-
drews, Helen Routte, 
Marian and John Mowen, 
Val and Steve Stazak, Flo

and Ed Feltman, Ted 
Stazak and Kevin Wilder 
for pitching in. Love you 
and Oak Run. God Bless, 
Damien and team.

Give Back to The 
Community

The GBC is a club that 
works very hard trying to 
help the homeless, kids 
living in forester homes, 
sheriff ranch and the 
Ocala forest. They need 
used comforters to make 
into sleeping bags. They 
also need vinyl table 
cloths to make into 
ground covers. Yarn and 
material are always 
needed.  Please call 
Diane Church 352-873-
3471.

Troubadours
Troubadours would 

like all our Oak Run 
community to know we 
will be singing our 
Christmas concert on 
Saturday, December 1st 
in the Palm Grove Club-
house as part of the Am-
bassadors Trim the Tree 
event. 

The doors will open at 
1 p.m. with the concert 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. It 
is a free event with 
punch and cookies being 
served. Let the Trouba-
dours get this holiday 
season off to a good start 
and Come Celebrate 
Christmas

Royal Oaks 
Women’s 18 Hole 

Golf League
Low Net winners on 

November 13 
were:  Group I - Tied for 
first were Marj Sibley 
and Joanne Welch; 
Group II - 1st Sylvia Zap-
pia, 2nd Bea Terry; 
Group III - 1st Mary 
Stimson, 2nd Patty 
Dougherty.  Sylvia Zap-
pia was closest to 
pin.   ROWGO welcomes 
all Oak Run Women in-
terested in joining our 
League.  Contact the Pro 
Shop at 352-861-1818.

Oak Run Bocce 
The Oak Run Bocce 

club will hold its annual 
mid-season tournament 
on Friday Dec. 7 at 9 a.m. 
with a rain date Satur-
day, Dec. 8. Registration 
will begin at 8:15 a.m. 
and all league players 
are eligible to partici-
pate. There will be cof-

fee and donuts available 
for players and specta-
tors. Any questions can 
be directed to Rick Ka-
masa at 237-2354.   

Royal Oaks Lady 
Niners

Senior Discount was 
the game played on No-
vember 15th.  This meant 
that each golfer got to de-
duct extra strokes off 
their score depending on 
their age.  

The strokes off ranged 
from 1 to 4.  In Flight A, 
Debbie Bloss won.  Lisa 
Juhasz was second and 
Roseann Lavacca third.  
In Flight B, there was a 
three-way tie for first 
place between Marsha 
Shannon, Ginger Drake 
and Janet Tully.  Sue 
Conner won the closest 
to the pin contest on the 
6th hole.          

All Oak Run ladies are 
welcome to play with us 
on Mondays.  There is a 
signup sheet in the 
Locker Room with tee 
time and contact infor-

mation.

Hospice Light and 
Love Ornament

Commemorate a 
loved one, especially 
one who served in the 
military, with a Hospice 
of Marion County 35th 
Anniversary holiday or-
nament. 

In addition to receiv-
ing a beautiful pewter 
ornament for your 
home, a lovely die-cut 
Dove or Star inscribed 
with your loved one’s 
name will be hung on a 
memory tree displayed 
in Palm Grove over the 
holidays. Ordering bro-
chures will be available 
at the memory tree in 
Palm Grove or you can 
pick one up from Da-
mian or Audrey Ro-
mano at 854-4840. This 
is a meaningful way of 
remembering those 
who filled our lives 
with Light and Love.

Italian-America 
Club

We will be hosting our 
annual holiday party on 
Thurs, Dec. 13 at Palm 
Grove from 5:30-9:30 p.m.

The entertainment will 
be Al Sutphen, “Solid 
Gold” musician. The fes-
tive meal to be provided 
by Royal Oaks.

Menu to include cr-
ab-stuffed cod, chicken 
Romano and their fabu-
lous prime rib station! 
Included will be salad, 
rolls/butter, orange- 
glazed carrots, garlic 
roasted potato and coffee 
with strawberry short-
cake for dessert. 

BYOB!
We will subsidize the 

member price in appre-
ciation of your support 
for our club. Cost for 
members, $15 and $28 for 
guests $28.

Door prizes and 50/50 
will also be available. 
Ticket sales will be in 
the Orchid Club card 
room Monday, Nov. 26, 
from 9:30-11 a.m. The 

OAK
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final day to purchase 
tickets will be Dec. 3.

For more information, 
MI: call RoseAnn 873-
7646.  

We look forward to 
sharing this evening with 
you! Happy and healthy 
holidays to each of you 
from the board of offi-
cers!

Woodside
The Christmas party at 

the Orchid club is 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, from 
5:30 to 9 p.m.  

Dinner catered by 
Royal Oaks and will con-
sist of garden salad, 
chicken Romano, pot 
roast, honey glazed car-
rots, garlic roasted pota-
toes, carrot cake, rolls 
coffee and tea. The price 
is $18. Ticket sales will 
be at the Orchid Club 
Lobby on Nov. 28 and 
Nov. 29 from 10 a.m.to 
noon both days. 

Nicki B will supply 
beautiful music for our 
enjoyment.  

Of course, there will 
be a 50/50 and BYOB. 
Come and join other 
Woodside residents and 
friends.   

We will have a great 
time together as we 
close out the 2018 year.  

Questions contact 
Henry or Lillian 
Hanscom 873-1939.

Ambassadors
The Ambassador 

Committee is thankful 
that we can offer a vari-
ety of events for Oak 
Run residents through-
out the year. 

Winter is a very busy 
time for all Oak Run 
clubs and organiza-
tions, and we have 
many events planned 
which we hope will pro-
vide something for ev-
eryone!

Following is a short 
run down of entertain-
ment opportunities 
planned for you in the 
next few months. 

Please watch this 
space, our bulletin 
boards, the newsletter, 

the website and Chan-
nel 12 for details on 
each event.

December starts out 
with a free event, Trim 
a Tree with the Trouba-
dours on Saturday,

Dec. 1 from 1-3 p.m. 
Troubadours perform 
at 1:30 p.m.  

“Take A Chance” 
drawing tickets can be 
purchased at that time. 
The drawing will take 
place during the Randy 
Riggle Nostalgia Show. 
Recipients of Take A 
Chance items do not 
need to be present and 
will be called to claim 
their item.

Tickets for our New 
Year’s Eve gala event 
will be sold during the 
December Donut Drop 
In and Pancake Break-
fast. 

In addition, at the 
Donut Drop In, resi-
dents can reserve ta-
bles for the Feb. 2, 2019 
White Elephant Sale. 

January brings the 
Annual Black and 
White Ball. 

The Ball is another 
popular Oak Run event. 
It gives us all an oppor-
tunity to “dress up” and 
enjoy an evening out 
after the holidays. 

Ticket sales for the 
Ball will be in Decem-
ber and early January. 

The Ambassadors is 
an all-volunteer group 
that plans various 
events and dances that 
are open to all Oak Run 
Residents, and guests. 

You are invited to our 
December planning 
workshop in the card 
room from 9-10 Dec. 13 
or stop by one of the 
ticket sale tables to find 
out how you can help 
with some of the events.

Stay tuned
 Stay tuned for Len Te-

itler’s, Do You Remem-
ber?

 Featuring the Oct. 25, 
2018 Showcase of Stars 
Fun Night  with the 
debut of songwriter and 
host Ron Manford. Video 
follows FYI daily from 
Nov.16 to Nov. 30 on 
Channel 12. 

Renaissance 
Women

Renaissance Women
Meeting:  Sunday, Nov. 

25, 2 p.m. in the Island 
Club; 50/50 to benefit In-
terfaith.  

Reminder: wear name 
tag and bring $ for raffle 
if you wish to partici-
pate; Joyce Kane will be 
the speaker for the No-
vember meeting. 

Lunch at ROGC: Fri-
day, Nov. 30, 11:30 a.m. 
Call Geraldine 585-737-
8711 or Annmarie 237-
9838.

Dinner at ROGC: First 
Wednesday of each 
month at 5 p.m. Call Pat 
G. 854-7549 or Gerry 873-
6868.

Movies: Call Peg 274-
9640 for details.

Membership: Call Pa-
tricia 445-7428.

Our Holiday Luncheon 
will be held on Monday, 
Dec. 10, noon, at the Hil-
ton, Ocala. 

RSVP by Dec 3 to Glo-
ria at 570-606-7107. We 
are open to all ladies of 
Oak Run. There are 
never any dues; new 
members are always wel-
come!

Mah Jongg
“Say Eng Look,” Oak 

Run’s Chinese Mah Jongg 
Club

Play Rummy Chinese 
style – learn Chinese 
Mah Jongg!

Oak Run men and 
women have been play-
ing the Chinese version 
of one of America’s most 
popular table games 
twice a week, in the Or-
chid Club Card Room:  
Thursdays 2-5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

There are now 3 varia-
tions of this game you 
may choose to learn with 
more to come!  

Newcomers are always 
welcome, and lessons are 
available. 

Since up to five can 
play using one set, you 
need not own one. 

However, if you do 
have a Mah Jongg set, 
please bring it with you, 
but you don’t need a card 
or money to play. 

While we all enjoy 
the game, the social di-
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mension is just as im-
portant, so the 
atmosphere is always 
friendly and re-
laxed.  Open to all Oak 
Run residents and their 
overnight guests. For 
more information, please 
contact Susan at 237-
3686.

Showcase of Stars
The Palm Grove, on 

Dec. 15 at 7 p.m., and 
they are featuring holi-
day songs. 

It is a fun night and 
free admission, with 
door prizes. Also, the 
popular 50/50.

Oak Run Library
The Friends of the Li-

brary will hold their fifth 
FOL meeting Friday, 
Dec. 7, at 1 p.m. at the 
Orchard Club.  

Music will be provided 
during the Luncheon 
and Basket Raffle Draw-
ing.  

The library will be 
closed from 1-3 p.m., for 
our scheduled librarians 
to enjoy the festivities. 

The monthly book sale 
will be held on Saturday, 
December 8, from 8-9:30 
AM at the Orchid Club.  
Hardback books and 
DVD’s are priced 2/$1.  
Paperbacks are 10 cents 
each.  Stop by the Donut 
Drop-in and enjoy coffee 
and a donut.

Travel
The following report is 

a good example of the 
great trips your ORHA 
Travel Committee pro-
vides for our resident’s 
year-in and year-out.  

Read the brochures, 
look in the Citizen every 
week for announcements 
and check the Travel 
bulletin boards at the Or-
chid Club and the Palm 
Grove.  

Call our trip hosts, join 
with neighbors and enjoy 
your life in Oak Run. 

On Sunday, Nov 11 a 
bus full of 40 Oak Run-
ners went to the Alham-
bra Dinner Theater near 
Jacksonville to see the 
musical "1776."  This pro-
duction is based on the 

events at the Continental 
Congress in 1776 that led 
to the signing of the Dec-
laration of Indepen-
dence. Samuel Adams 
and Benjamin Franklin 
are shown as leaders of 
the effort to defy the 
King of England. This 
often rowdy and humor-
ous but accurate depic-
tion of the effort made 
for a great evening. The 
theater is set up almost 
like theater-in-the-round 
and every table had a re-
markable view of the 
stage from tiered levels.   
Everyone had a great 
time and appreciated 
our trip hosts Bob and 
Cindy Kocher. 

2018 Annual Club 
Championship 
Tournament

ROMGA just con-
cluded its three-day Club 
Championship on Nov. 5, 
7 and 9. 

Forty players took to 
the course in an attempt 

See ROMGA/Page A23
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to become low gross 
champion and were 
setup in flights playing 
from the White, Gold and 
Red tees.

Each day there were 
winners for low net 
scores and a daily run-
ning total for low gross 
scores in all flights. With 
a shotgun start at 8 a.m. 
on Friday, score cards 
turned in around noon, 
lunch at the club house, 
and final scores posted, 
winners declared.

The low gross cham-
pion is Ron Reeve with 
rounds of 78, 79, and 78 
for a three-day total of 
235.

2018 ROMGA Club 
Champion: Ron Reeve – 
235.

Thanks to Jim Hessel 
and Bob Juhasz for 
chairing this event and 
to John Terry and Golf 
Genius for keeping track 
of the scoring. Top four 
places by flights.

White Tees: Low Gross 
– first, Ron Reeves - 235; 
second Don Guertin - 
244; third, Mick Shaffer - 
250; fourth, Darryl 
Bennett - 251.

Gold Tees: Low Gross - 
first, Steve Jones - 242; 
second, Emile Guay - 
247; third, Bob Parizek - 
249; fourth, Herman 
Gerkens - 251.

Red Tees: Low Gross – 
first, Jim Connelly - 253; 
second, Ray Thomas - 
268; third, Vince Con-

nolly - 275; fourth,  John 
Wargo - 280.

The ROMGA elected 
club officers for the 2019 
season are President - 
Jim Hessel;

Vice president, Bob Ju-
hasz; treasurer, John De 
Salvo; and secretary, Lee 
Chamberlain. The next 
ROMGA tournament is 
the December Ender on 
Friday, Dec.14.

Chairmen: Don Guer-
tin; Manny Gonzalez

For more information, 
please email ROMGA 
secretary Lee Chamber-
lain at Lchamberlain@
centurylink.net

Well folks, Keep giving 
thanks, and with a smile. 
Laura Smith csjtpq2@
gmail.com.

ROMGA
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“The unthankful heart, like my finger in the sand, 
discovers no mercies; but let the thankful heart 
sweep through the day, and as the magnet finds the 
iron, so it will find in every hour some heavenly 
blessings.”                    – Henry Ward Beecher

Cherrywood raffle winner

Carol Torry is the happy winner of an afghan and doll. The Crochet and 
Knitting Club offered a bake sale and raffled the blanket and matching doll 
at the Cherrywood Craft Show and Sale Saturday, Nov. 17 in the main hall of 
the clubhouse.
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mission.
Cherrywood’s dona-

tions will be picked up 
sometime during the first 
week of December. Keep 
these children in mind if 
you’re shopping between 
now and the end of the 
month. 

2019 Around the 
Corner

Not only do five sec-
onds go by fast, but so do 
days, weeks, and months. 
Someone way back when 
told me that the older I 
get, it will seem like time 
speeds up. I couldn’t 
agree more. Didn’t we 
just begin 2018? 

With that said, the so-
cial committee at Cher-
rywood is planning their 
New Year’s Eve Party to 
bring in 2019. 

Tickets, which are $6 
per resident, are avail-
able in the office the last 
week of this month. 

Finger foods will be 
served from 8:30-9:30 
p.m. Music, provided by 
the Jody Beggs Band, 
will begin at 9 p.m. Resi-

dents are encouraged to 
bring your favorite mid-
night-toasting beverage 
to bring in the New Year. 

Parting Words
“Let us remember that, 

as much has been given 
us, much will be ex-
pected from us, and that 
true homage comes from 
the heart as well as from 
the lips, and shows itself 
in deeds.” Theodore 
Roosevelt (1858-1919)

“When I started count-
ing my blessings, my 
whole life turned 
around.” Willie Nelson 
(1933-)

“Remember God’s 
bounty in the year. 
String the pearls of His 
favor. Hide the dark 
parts, except so far as 
they are breaking out 
in light! Give this one 
day to thanks, to joy, to 
gratitude!”

Henry Ward Beecher 
(1813-1887)

Your comments, 
questions, and sugges-
tions pertaining to this 
column will be grate-
fully received and re-
spectfully considered 
when you write to me, 
Mary Busha, at: your-
timetowrite@gmail.
com.

TOTS
Continued from Page A18 OTOW Lions honor veterans

By Estelle Clark
0TOW Lions Club

T he On Top of the 
World Lions 
again presented 

a very successful Veter-
ans Day program to more 
than 250 veterans and 
residents. They were 
treated to a program that 
included a slide show of 
pictures of OTOW Veter-
ans, a video clip of shows 
that entertainer Bob 
Hope made on some of 
his Christmas Shows he 
made to the overseas 
troops. 

The guest speaker 
Richard Pastucha from 
the Department of Vet-
eran Affairs, State of 
Florida. He shared news 
of some changes the VA 
is making to speed up re-
quests for assistance. He 
invited veterans to visit 
his office in the Villages 
for more information.

On Top of the World 
General Manager Ly-
nette Vermillion made a 
presentation at the pro-
gram. She stated that 
Veterans Day is a time to 
honor our veterans for 
their Service to their 
County. Mrs. Vermillion 
and Robert Colen then 
presented an illustration 
and plans for the Veter-
ans Memorial Park that 
On Top of the World is 

building in honor veter-
ans at OTOW. 

This has been a very 
busy time for OTOW 
Lions, we had the honor 
of volunteering at the 
Special Olympics bowl-
ing competition recently 
and the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, the annual 
Christmas tree will be 
put up in the recreation 
building lobby with cut 
out tags and a child’s age 
on it.  

Residents have always 
been most generous in 
helping us with gifts for 
underprivileged chil-
dren. The unwrapped 
toys will be given to Toys 

4 Tots, donated clothing 
will be distributed to var-
ious children’s organiza-
tions our Lions Club 
serves. Closing date for 
toys and clothes is Dec. 
22. We thank you in ad-
vance for your support. 

OTOW Lions are al-
ways busy giving back to 
the community, collect-
ing food for Interfaith, 
helping with glasses and 
surgeries, collecting 
items for our veterans at 
the Ritz Veterans Home 
and Veterans Helping 
Veterans, Our resident 
Emergency Health 
Forms, (a Community 
Service project), support-

ing the Domestic Vio-
lence Agency, Arnett 
House, the Food for Kids 
project and many more. 

We always welcome 
residents from the On 
Top of the World commu-
nities to come see what 
we are all about.

 We meet the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of 
the month. We will be 
changing our meeting 
room so for more infor-
mation please contact 
our Membership Chair 
Estelle Clark Michelson 
at 352-861-7358.

Where there is a need 
there is a Lion.

PHOTO BY LION FRAN CALHOUN
On Top of the World Lions again presented a very successful Veterans Day pro-
gram to more than 250 veterans and residents. 
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movie Sergeant York 
with Gary Cooper in the 
starring role, and the 
1965 semi-epic Blue 
Max focused on a ficti-
tious German air ace 
depicted by George 
Peppard.

Indeed, the Great 
War’s significance in 
American history, while 
subtle, is nevertheless 
real. Socially, its impact 
on roles of women and 
African-Americans in 
American society was 
enormous. With mil-
lions of men leaving 
home, women stepped 
into jobs in manufac-
turing and agriculture. 
American women also 
deployed to Europe 
where they served as 
doctors, nurses, ambu-
lance drivers, and 
translators. This ex-
panded role for women 
arguably played a part 
in passage of the 19th 
Amendment in 1920 
granting female suf-
frage.

For the first time in 
American history, Afri-
can-Americans played a 
numerically significant 
role in war. Despite 
generally accepted no-
tions of white suprem-
acy, 400,000 black 
soldiers served in the 
Great War, albeit in al-
most entirely segre-

gated units. Many 
returned home deter-
mined to end Jim Crow. 
While the role Afri-
can-Americans played 
in the Second World 
War proved more signif-
icant, the black soldiers 
who came back to 
America, particularly 
the southern states, 
were more determined 
and active in defying 
the established order 
despite the post-war ex-
plosion in the Ku Klux 
Klan as the nation’s 
largest “fraternal” orga-
nization numbering 
over five million by 
1926.

Involvement in the 
Great War changed gov-
ernment policies by ex-
panding the federal 
domain during the Wood-
row Wilson administra-
tion, along with the 
concept many Americans 
had of the nation’s larger 
role on the world stage. 
It also prepared the pub-
lic for the large growth 
Washington’s social pro-
grams and economic reg-
ulatory power during the 
Great Depression; some-
thing that set the stage 
for harnessing industry 
to support the “Arsenal 
of Democracy” funda-
mental to victory in the 
Second World War.

Additionally, because 
of U.S. involvement in 
the Great War, in the 
years that followed the 
American public became 
more attuned to the rise 

of dictators in Italy, Rus-
sia, and Germany, along 
with the militarized Jap-
anese empire’s expan-
sion into Asia. These 
events fostered a signifi-
cant public debate 
during the late 1930s 
over whether the United 
States should be involved 
in the affairs of Europe 
and Asia before it was 
settled by the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor.

While America’s role 
in the Great War went 
without much notice 
other than highly 
charged media declara-
tions over President 
Trump’s interaction 
with European leaders 
commemorating the 
event, the fact remains 
that across the nation 
the significance of No-
vember 11, 1918 went 
largely unacknowl-
edged on November 11, 
2018.

Simply put, World 
War I doesn’t resonate 
with Americans to the 
same degree as more 
recent conflicts. That’s 
worth the cautionary 
note that a people igno-
rant of their past defile 
their present and risk 
destroying their future.

 

—Dr. Earl Tilford is a 
military historian and 
fellow for the Middle 
East & terrorism with 
The Center for Vision & 
Values at Grove City 
College.
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GOP’s strength in Flor-
ida, Ohio and Iowa sug-
gests that, all things 
being equal, key pieces 
of his 2016 electoral 
map are still ripe for 
the picking in 2020.

Losing the House is a 
blow, not so much be-
cause it stalls Trump’s 
congressional agenda 
(there wasn’t going to 
be much of one), but be-
cause he now has an 
adversary with sub-
poena power.

Investigative conflict 
looms. The subject mat-
ter will be most unwel-
come to Trump, 
including his tax re-
turns and his busi-
nesses. The fight won’t 
be. It will be high-
stakes combat of the 
sort that he thrives on, 
the more intense, peril-
ous and dramatic, the 
better. Because he will 
be at the center of it.

Trump’s genius at 
keeping our interest is 
undimmed, whether we 
are appalled, energized 
or entertained. He’s so 
far avoided a fate worse 
than electoral setbacks 
– getting tuned out.

Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.
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us kids who lived in 
town because it just 
gave us one less thing 

to do. Never again 
could we put pennies 
on the tracks and wait 
for a train to run over 
them.

I still get depressed 
when I visit my home-
town.

MOLEHILLS
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Just in time for 
Thanksgiving, today’s 
release of the region’s 
employment numbers 
offers plenty of eco-
nomic good news to 
feast on.

While the October un-
employment rate in the 
CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion region was 
unchanged over the 
month at 3.7, it was 
down nearly a full per-
centage point com-
pared to the same time 
last year. 

The labor force was 
202,179, representing a 
slight expansion of 316 
over the month, the 
number of those work-
ing increased by 309 to 
194,611 while the num-
ber of unemployed re-
mained virtually 
unchanged at 7,568, an 
increase of just 7.

But it is the compari-

son to October 2017 that 
shows the strength of 
the region’s economic 
recovery, according to 
Kathleen Woodring, Ca-
reerSource CLM’s exec-
utive vice president.

Over the year, the re-
gion’s labor force ex-
panded by 4,204, the 
number of workers in-
creased by 5,759 and 
the number of jobless 
dropped by 1,555. 

According to today’s 
release of the October 
employment summary 
by the Florida Depart-
ment of Economic Op-
portunity, Levy County 
continues to hold the 
lowest jobless rate in 
the region at 3.3 per-
cent, Marion County’s 
rate is unchanged at 3.6 
percent, and Citrus 
County’s rate is also un-
changed from the previ-
ous month at 4.3 
percent. Florida’s not 
seasonally adjusted 
jobless rate – a mea-
sure that matches the 
way local rates are cal-
culated – remains at 3.0 
percent, a decrease of 
0.9 percentage point 

over the year.
Citrus County’s labor 

force grew by 228 to 
48,591, the number of 
employed rose by 224 to 
46,486 and the number 
of unemployed re-
mained virtually un-
changed, increasing by 
4 to 2,105. Compared to 
October 2017, when the 
jobless rate was 5.2 per-
cent, that’s an increase 
of 1,268 in the number 
of those with jobs and a 
decrease of 387 unem-
ployed.  

Levy County’s labor 
force expanded by 88 to 
17,265, the number of 
those with jobs in-
creased by 482 to 
16,702, and the number 
of unemployed edged 
up by 6 to 563. That’s an 
over-the-year increase 
of 240 employed and 
drop of 101 unemployed 
when the rate was 3.9 
percent. 

Marion County’s 
labor force experi-
enced no change over 
the month, remaining 
at 136,323; the number 
of those with jobs rose 
by 3 to 131,423 and the 

number of unemployed 
fell by 3 to 4,900. Com-
pared to October 2017, 
when the jobless rate 
was 4.5 percent, there 
were 4,251 more em-
ployed and 1,067 fewer 
unemployed.

Nonfarm employment 
in the Ocala metropoli-
tan statistical area was 
105,600, an increase of 
800 jobs over the month 
and 4,000 more than a 
year ago, for a 3.9 per-
cent annual job growth 
gain. Nonagricultural 
employment in the Ho-
mosassa Springs MSA, 
which covers all of Cit-
rus County, was 34,000, 
an increase of 300 jobs 
compared to September 
and 1,000 more over the 
year, for a 3 percent 
growth rate.

Woodring said the re-
port highlights several 
positives for the region:

n The Homosassa 
Springs MSA had the 
fastest annual job 
growth rate compared 
to all metro areas in the 
state in state govern-
ment at 6.7 percent, 
adding 300 new jobs.

n The Ocala MSA 
continued to hold the 
second fastest annual 
job growth rate com-
pared to all metro 
areas in the state in ed-
ucation and health ser-
vices, at 5.9 percent, 
adding 1,100 jobs.

n The Ocala MSA tied 
for second fastest an-
nual job growth rate in 
trade, transportation 
and utilities at 3.9 per-
cent. An increase of 900 
new jobs.

n The Ocala MSA had 
the state’s third fastest 
annual job growth rate 
in leisure and hospital-
ity at 8.1 percent, a gain 
of 1,000 new jobs.

All grew faster in the 
Ocala metro area than 
statewide over the year, 
as did manufacturing at 
6% (+500 jobs) and pro-
fessional and business 
services at 4.4 % (+400 
jobs). Mining, logging 
and construction, at 4.3 
percent (+300 jobs) also 
gained over the year.

Financial activities 
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Jenkins said Florida’s 
average price should 
eventually reach $2.35 
before fully adjusting to 
recent oil and wholesale 
gas price declines.

However, there is po-
tential for oil prices to 
rise in December, de-
pending on how markets 
respond to possible 
OPEC oil production cuts 
and sanctions against 
Iranian oil exports.”

GAS
Continued from Page A1

Detention Facility and 
Possession of Heroin on 
Sept. 7 and a grand jury 
handed down the charge 
of First Degree Murder 
for Patrick on Monday, 
Nov. 19. 

She is currently being 
held in the Marion 
County Jail on no bond.

MURDER
Continued from Page A1

Feast of economic good news 
to gobble in time for Thanksgiving

See JOBS/Page A27
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Marion 
County 
Sheriff ’s 
Office 
(MCSO) 
Major 
Crimes 
Detec-
tive 
Steve Ju-
liano ar-
rested 21-year old Citra 
resident Nicholas An-
thony Sardo, 21, for 
having sex with a min-
iature male pony 
named Jackie G. 

Several witnesses 
came forward and re-
ported this activity, and 
Sardo confessed to the 
crime.

On Oct. 16, a witness 
came forward and re-
ported to Detective Ju-
liano that she had 
witnessed Sardo having 
sex with Jackie G in a 
pasture on a family 
member’s property 
three days earlier. 

Another witness came 
forward saying she saw 
it as well, and she ap-
proached Sardo about 
what she had seen. 

Sardo immediately 
admitted to her that he 
had sex with the horse 

and also gave the same 
admission to Detective 
Juliano. 

Sardo added that he 
had sex with the horse 
four times during the 
course of a week, and 
that he used a condom 

each time because he 
didn’t want to get a dis-
ease from the horse. 

Additionally, Sardo 
told Detective Juliano 
that he knew he was 
wrong for what he did 
and that he was a sick 

man.
Sardo was arrested 

and charged with four 
counts of Bestiality/
Sexual Contact with an 
Animal, and he’s cur-
rently being held in the 
Marion County Jail. 

One of Sardo’s family 
members is the owner 
of the horse and the 
horse is currently 
under their care. 

Stipulations of Sar-
do’s future contact with 
the horse could be de-
termined by a judge in 
the near future.

and other services each 
lost 100 jobs compared 
to October 2017, while 
information and govern-
ment industries were 
unchanged.

According to the em-
ployment data for Octo-
ber, unemployment 
rates remained un-
changed in 35 counties, 
rose in 17 and fell in 15. 
The county with the 
highest unemployment 
rate in the state was 
Hendry County at 5.4 
percent. Citrus County 
again tied with Sumter 
County for the third 
highest rate, Marion 
County again tied with 
Miami-Dade County, but 
nudged up two spots to 
claim the 10th highest 
rate and Levy County 
tied with four other 
counties with the 20th 
highest rate.

Among the metro 
areas, Homosassa 
Springs/Citrus County 
MSA again tied with 
The Villages for the 
highest rate and the 
Ocala MSA tied with Mi-
ami-Miami Beach-Kend-
all for the fifth highest 
rate.

The region’s employ-
ment summary for No-
vember will be released 
on Friday, Dec. 21.

CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion is a member 
of CareerSource Florida 
and a proud partner of 
the American Job Center 
network. CareerSource 
Citrus Levy Marion is an 
equal opportunity em-
ployer/program. Auxil-
iary aids and services 
are available upon re-
quest to individuals with 
disabilities and in Span-
ish. All voice telephone 
numbers listed above 
may be reached by per-
sons using TTY/TDD 
equipment via the Flor-
ida Relay Service at 711. 
If you need accommoda-
tions, please call 800-434-
5627, ext. 7878 or e-mail 
accommodations@ca-
reersourceclm.com 
<mailto:accommoda-
tions@careersourceclm.
com. Please make re-
quest at least three busi-
ness days in advance.

JOBS
Continued from Page A26
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MCSO closes 1982 murder case
Marion County Sher-

iff ’s Office Major Crimes 
detectives have closed 
the 1982 homicide case 
of Rosie Hill (DOB: 
01/13/1962) after serial 
killer Samuel Little 
(AKA Samuel McDowell) 
confessed to her murder. 

Little, 78, is currently 
serving three life sen-
tences without the possi-
bility of parole for the 
violent deaths of three 
California women he 
murdered in the 1980s. 

Since his incarcera-
tion, Little has provided 
information on more 
than 90 murders that 
he’s committed during 
his travels across the na-
tion, including Rosie 
Hill in Ocala.

On Monday, Aug. 16, 
1982, at approximately 6 
p.m., Rosie Hill’s re-
mains were discovered 

in a 
wooded 
area off 
County 
Road 326 
in the vi-
cinity of a 
hog pen. 

During 
the inves-
tigation, 
it was de-
termined 
that 
Rosie 
was ei-
ther 
strangled 
or suffo-
cated by 
her at-
tacker. 

Several witnesses 
came forward saying 
that Rosie left a bar with 
an unknown male and 
was not seen again. The 
witnesses gave a de-

scription of the suspect 
and his vehicle, which 
matched Little’s. 

In December 1982, Lit-
tle was arrested for the 
attempted murder, ag-
gravated assault and 
rape of two prostitutes 
in Pascagoula, Missis-
sippi. 

MCSO detectives in-
terviewed Little there 
and he claimed that he 
did not know Rosie and 
he invoked his right to 
an attorney. MCSO de-
tectives did not have 
enough evidence at the 
time to charge Little 
with Rosie’s murder and 
ultimately, he was never 
charged in the Pasca-
goula case. 

In 1983, Little was ar-
rested and ultimately ac-
quitted, in Alachua 
County for the homicide 
of Patricia Mounts. After 

his acquittal, Little con-
tinued his killing spree 
and ended up in the 
state of California, 
where he was arrested 
in 2012 for three homi-
cides that occurred in 
the late 1980s.

As a result of the Cali-
fornia trials, Samuel Lit-
tle received three life 
sentences and in 2013, 
several law enforcement 
agencies from around 
the country, including 
the MCSO, met to dis-
cuss unsolved murders, 
specifically those involv-
ing females in the 70s 
and 80s. 

On Oct. 9, MCSO Major 
Crimes Detective Ser-
geant Michae Mongelu-
zzo traveled to the Wise 
County Jail in Decatur, 
Texas, where Little was 
incarcerated. 

During their inter-

view, Little confessed to 
killing Rosie Hill and 
dumping her body. 

Additionally, Little 
told Sgt. Mongeluzzo that 
he killed Rosie because 
God put him on this 
earth to do it.

Due to his three life 
sentences and recent in-
dictment in the state of 
Texas for murder, MCSO 
and the State Attorney’s 
Office for the Fifth Judi-
cial District will not be 
pursuing murder 
charges against Little in 
the death of Rosie Hill. 

Little was recently ex-
tradited from California, 
and has been charged 
with the 1994 murder of 
Denise Christie Broth-
ers that occurred in 
Odessa, Texas. 

He is currently being 
held in the Ector County 
Jail in Odessa.

Hill

Little

Sardo arrested for having sex with a pony

Sardo

“Love is the 
answer. But 
while you're 
waiting for the 
answer, sex 
raises some 
pretty good 
questions.”

– Woody Allen
Miniature male pony, Jackie G.
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Hospice of Marion County names new CEO 
After a decade at the 

helm of the county’s only 
not-for-profit hospice, 
Mary Ellen Poe is retir-
ing from Hospice of Mar-
ion County Dec. 7. After a 
national search, Rick 
Bourne was selected by 
the board of directors as 
her replacement and be-
gins his position as CEO 
December 3.

Hailing from Minne-
sota, Bourne brings a 
30-plus-year career in 
healthcare, including 20 
years in post-acute and 
end-of-life care. He has 
served as President/CEO 
of four home health care 
organizations in Minne-
sota, Wisconsin and Mon-
tana. During his tenure, 
he served multiple coun-
ties, oversaw hundreds 
of employees and man-
aged large budgets. 

“His experience, as 
well his innovative ap-
proach, is certain to be 
an asset to the growth of 
HMC,” board president 
Diana Holder said. “Rick 
is very communi-
ty-minded and plans to 
become active in service 
organizations, meeting 
and collaborating with 
local leaders. This will-
ingness to become part 
of our community was a 
key element in our selec-
tion.”

During his onsite in-
terview, Bourne was im-
pressed with the 
reputation and integrity 
HMC has earned, as well 
as the warm reception he 
received during an in-
tense multi-day inter-
view process with board 
members and staff exec-
utives. “I am honored to 

be join-
ing an 
outstand-
ing orga-
nization 
such as 
Hospice 
of Marion 
County,” 
he said 
after his 

selection. “I look forward 
to collaborating with the 
board of directors, lead-
ership team, staff and all 
the communities of Mar-
ion County to continue to 
provide excellent end of 
life and ancillary ser-
vices for all those with 
needs.” 

Mission-focused, he 
brings experience in de-
veloping vision and stra-
tegic plans, while 
coordinating efforts with 
senior leaders to align 

efforts and achieve goals. 
Stepping into her role, 

Bourne has the unquali-
fied support of Poe.

“I am so proud to have 
served as CEO of Hos-
pice of Marion County 
and celebrating its 35th 
anniversary,” Poe said. 
“The changes in health 
care over the last 10 
years have been signifi-
cant but we’ve been in 
lockstep with guidelines, 
regulations and innova-
tions all along the way, 
and are well-positioned 
for the future. I have 
every confidence that 
Rick will have a positive 
impact on the organiza-
tion, the employees and 
the community, continu-
ing the great tradition 
laid down by our found-
ers and my predecessor.” 

Poe and her husband 

Norm enjoy living in 
Marion County and in-
tend to remain active in 
the community.

About Hospice of Mar-
ion County (HMC): A not-
for-profit locally 
operated hospice, HMC 
has provided compas-
sionate end-of-life care 
for patients and their 
families since 1983. Pa-
tients may receive ser-
vices in their own home, 
assisted living facility. 
nursing home or in one 
of our three hospice 
houses. A comprehensive 
hospice model, HMC is 
the county’s third largest 
health care company and 
earned Deemed Status 
designation from the 
Joint Commission, the 
national gold standard 
for quality health care.

Bourne

“Life is all 
memory ex-
cept for the 
one present 
moment that 
goes by so 
quick you can 
hardly catch 
it going.”

– Tennessee 
Williams
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ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) Keep your feelings to your-
self as you work through an 
awkward circumstance. Com-
plaining is useless, and also 
unwise since your words could 
come back to haunt you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) A sudden flash of Bovine 
practicality shows you how 
you might be able to turn your 
artistic pursuits into a profit-
able venture. A spouse or part-
ner offers some sage advice.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) Be prepared with several 
“Plan Bs” that you might have 
to use as backups just in case 
you encounter some trouble-
some complications with your 
carefully constructed schedule.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) You might think you’ll 
never have a free moment 
again with the demands of the 
workplace piling on. Cheer up. 
The pressure eases as holiday 
time nears. An old friend 
brings good news.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Your Leonine pride might 
make it difficult to offer an 
apology to a co-worker you 
unintentionally offended. But 
a quick and sincere “I’m sorry” 
could prevent problems down 
the line.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) This is a good time 
to tackle those backed-up 
chores that have kept you from 
moving into other and poten-
tially more worthwhile proj-
ects. A personal matter needs 
your attention.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) You usually have 
no problem rushing to the de-
fense of someone you perceive 
as being treated unjustly. But 
perceptions could be deceiving 
this week. Check the facts be-
fore you act.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Before you 
point fingers at who might be 
to blame for the unexpected 
change in your plans, take a 
few moments to reflect on how 
this turn of events might be a 
blessing in disguise.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) You seek 
out advice in the first part of 
the week. But be careful not to 
let counsel from others over-
shadow your own sense of per-
ception. Things become 
clearer by the week’s end.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) The trusted 
colleagues you relied on earlier 
continue to offer support with 
your project. But you take 
more control, and by the 
week’s end, you should be in 
full command.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Rely on your 
practical side while exploring 
investment possibilities. Cau-
tion is still your watchword in 
these matters. Your social life 
takes a gratifying turn by the 
week’s end.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) An already confus-
ing situation appears to grow 
murkier during the first part 
of the week. But it all starts to 
clear by the week’s end. Plan to 
spend the weekend with some-
one special.

BORN THIS WEEK: You 
have a passion for life that in-
spires others to follow your ex-
ample. You could be a 
motivational speaker.

(c) 2018 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
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