
Citizen
S  U T H  M A R I O N

Serving S.R. 200 Communities & Businesses

FRIDAY, October 26, 2018  VOLUME 23 NUMBER 21  www.smcitizen.com

Early voting begins for mid-terms
Early Voting in Marion County 

began Thursday, Oct. 25 and will 
continue through Saturday, Nov. 
3 at nine Early Voting sites. 
Sites are open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the following locations: Election 
Center, 981 NE 16th St.; Dunnel-
lon Public Library, 20351 Robin-
son Road.; Reddick Community 
Center, 4345 NW 152nd St; Bel-
leview Public Library, 13145 SE 

HWY 484; Forest Public Li-
brary, 905 S HWY 314A; Silver 
Springs Shores Community 
Center, 590 Silver Road; Deputy 
Brian Litz Building, 9048 SW 
HWY 200; Freedom Public Li-
brary, 5870 SW 95th St; and The 
Villages Mulberry Center, 8445 
SE 156th Mulberry Lane.

Alternatively, voters have the 
option of voting by mail or on 

Election Day. The deadline to 
request a mail ballot is Hallow-
een, Oct. 31 and ballots must be 
received by our office no later 
than 7 p.m. Election Day to be 
counted. 

Election Day is Nov. 6. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. at 120 locations. Voters 
must vote in their home pre-
cinct and are required to show 

a current and valid photo and 
signature identification to vote.

Sample ballots have been 
mailed to voters to be received 
this week and are also available 
on our website. Locate early 
voting sites, request a mail bal-
lot, or find your assigned voting 
location by visiting VoteMarion.
com or calling us at 352-620-
3290.

Luncheon planned for 
Veterans Day.

November will be a 
good month for residents 
in Spruce Creek North 
community to show sup-
port for veterans and 
show compassion 
through the Human 
Touch Program. 

On Sunday, Nov. 11, be-
ginning at noon, SCN will 
honor our veterans.

If you have served in 
the U.S. Military at any 
time, please come so we 
can honor you.

If you have not served 
in the U.S. Military, 
please come to help us 
honor those who served.

The scouts will present 
the colors, missing man 
table will be explained, 
and there will be an in-
vocation and benedic-
tion. 

Whether you are a vet-
eran or just want to 
honor veterans you must 
sign up at the clubhouse.

A light lunch will be 
served so we need a 
count to provide enough 
food for everyone.

Our Human Touch pro-
gram is in desperate 
need of volunteers. 

If you want to help 

Some vets too proud 
to ask for help

Marion County is home to a whopping 45,000 
United States military veterans; each with 
their own unique stories of trials and tri-
umphs.

So why are their benefits identical? Well, 
they’re not!

According to Steve Jacobs, a veterans ser-
vices officer with the county, lack of communi-
cation is one of the reasons veterans don’t 
receive all the benefits they earned.

“They compare themselves to each other,” 
said Jacobs. “And the fact is, benefits can vary 
based on every aspect of your service.”

Jacobs explained deployments, occupations 
and even duty stations can tilt the scale that 
determines veterans’ benefits

Spouses and widowed spouses make up an-
other large chunk of people who tend to miss 
out on service-related entitlements.

Marion County Veterans Services depart-
ment bridges the gap between these residents 
and the organizations that aid them. Their 
team is comprised of several fulltime staff 
members and dozens of volunteers who serve 
an average of 50 people a day.

“We provide a wide variety of services,” said 
Jeffrey Askew, veterans services director. 
“Sometimes we can help with disability com-
pensation and income based pensions. There 
are also widow’s pensions and other benefits 
that people don’t necessarily know are avail-
able.”

Askew’s team regularly assists residents 
with Veterans Affairs health care registration. 
Once registered, local vets have access to 
Marion’s three VA clinics. Alternatively, they 
may seek health care at the VA hospital in 
Gainesville.

If you’re friends with a veteran and made it 
this far into the article, here’s one for you!

Vets, their families and even their friends 
may benefit from VA eyeglass clinics, which 
provide eyeglass prescriptions at significantly 

See BENEFITS/Page A26

Fall is for craft fairs
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Craft Fair at Circle Square Cultural Center, Saturday, Oct. 20. In the top pho-
to, Paulette Smith, left, and Betty Kirk holding gift baskets they created. In 
the bottom photo is a general view of woodwork for sale.See SPRUCE/Page A3

Spruce Creek 
North plans 

Veterans Day 
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T his past week I 
had to go to the 
mall. I know, I 

should know better, but I 
thought I could sneak in, 
get what I needed and 
sneak out again. So much 
for my thoughts.

I wanted to purchase 
several tie chains for my 
neckties and searched 
every jewelry store and 
nobody had them. Fi-
nally, I ordered three on-
line, which would be 
shipped free, (which al-
ways gets my attention) 
to the nearest store, 
which happened to be in 
the mall.

I do not like the mall 
and choose not to go 
there if I can help it. 
When in the mall, I am 
usually very nervous and 
get confused and do not 
know which way I am 
going. Once I get in, I am 
not quite sure how to get 
out again. Everything 
seems to be contrived to 
confuse a person like my-
self.

Looking down at the 
ground while walking I 
became rather confused 
and I happen to turn into 
an open door.

My mall savvy is not so-
phisticated in the least. 
The door I turned into 
happened to be for the 
store Victoria’s Secret. I 
do not know who Victoria 

is, I did not know what 
the store was all about, 
but when I got in the 
store, I discovered Victo-
ria’s Secret much to my 
great embarrassment.

That is exactly the rea-
son I do not like going 
into the malls. They have 
places like this that a 
gentleman, such as Yours 
Truly, should never 
enter.

I am not sure how I got 
out of that store, all I can 
remember was a great 
deal of hilarious laughter 
thrown in my direction 
from inside. I just hope 
they did not recognize 
me. They probably did 
not, because I had all my 
clothes on.

It has been a long time 
since that incident and 
now I had to go and pick 
up my order. I put to-
gether a plan to sneak in 
very quietly, pick up my 
order and tiptoe out as 
quietly as I came in.

You know what they 
say about well-laid plans! 
Whether mine was well 
laid or not, it blew up in 
my face.

I did slip into the mall 
and found the store 
where my order was. I 
picked them up and qui-
etly turned around and 
started for the door. How 
I got turned around is 
any man’s guess. Actu-

ally, I think I turned 
around too many times. 
For the next 15 minutes, 
I tried to find the way I 
came in so I could go out.

The trouble started 
when I hesitated. I 
stopped to try to get my 
bearings and in stopping 
a young woman ap-
proached me.

“How do you do today, 
sir,” she said most cheer-
fully.

I nodded and tried to 
get away as graciously as 
possible.

She would have none 
of it. “And how do you 
smell today, sir?”

Had I been in my right 
sense of mind, I would 
have told her I smelled 
with my nose. Being in a 
confused state of affairs, 
I had no quick come back 
for her. It was then that 
she introduced me to her 
product.

I must confess I am not 
up-to-date with all of the 
body lotions and per-
fumes that are available 
today. I shave in the 
morning, splash some af-
tershave on my face, rub 
some deodorant under 
my armpits and that is as 
far as I go.

This young woman 
took me for a potential 
customer of her body lo-
tions and ointments and 
perfumes. I suppose 

many people are con-
cerned with how they 
smell. I am not one of 
them.

My basic philosophy 
along this line is simply, 
if I cannot stand my own 
smell, I take a shower. I 
know when it is time to 
take a shower when I can 
smell myself.

She wanted to intro-
duce me to some body lo-
tions and ointments and 
perfumes that would 
make me smell alluring 
to anybody I met during 
the day.

Personally, I do not 
have a “Bucket List” but 
if I did, this would not be 
one of the items on it.

Trying to be polite, I 
informed the young 
woman I was late for an 
appointment and needed 
to get on right away.

“Oh,” she said very 
cheerfully, “this will not 
take long at all.”

With that said, and be-
fore I could process what 

she said, she began rub-
bing my face with body 
ointment or lotion of 
some sort. I froze and for 
a few moments, I could 
not even move. Even the 
little grey cells upstairs 
were shocked into a rare 
state of stillness.

“Now, you smell won-
derful.”

It was at that time I re-
tired with honor my gen-
tlemanly manners and 
started running as fast as 
I could run without 
drawing too much atten-
tion to myself.

I smelled that “fra-
grance” for three days in 
spite of the fact that I 
took 17 showers in the 
meantime.

Sometimes our focus is 
always on the outside. I 
like what Jesus said, 
“Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypo-

crites! for ye make clean 
the outside of the cup 
and of the platter, but 
within they are full of ex-
tortion and excess” (Mat-
thew 23:25).

It does not matter how 
good I smell on the out-
side if there is stench on 
the inside. I want to 
focus on my inside and 
make it as fresh as possi-
ble. That is the fragrance 
God smells.

Rev. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, PO Box 
831313, Ocala, FL 34483. 
He lives with his wife, 
Martha, in Silver Springs 
Shores. 

Call him at 1-866-552-
2543 or e-mail jamessny-
der2@att.net. His web site 
is www.jamessnyderministries.
com.
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Is it a fragrance or a stench? Out to Pastor
Rev. James Snyder

———n———

someone who cannot 
help themselves by driv-
ing to the doctor, picking 

up their groceries or 
would just like to sit and 
talk to some of our 
shut-in residents who 
can no longer drive to 
the grocery store, pick up 
their prescriptions, or 
get out to the functions 

provided by our commu-
nity. 

Please come to a meet-
ing which is held the 
third Thursday every 
month beginning 10:30 
a.m. or contact Cindy 352-
873-4549.

SPRUCE
Continued from Page A1

“It is too frequent to begin with God and end 
with the World. But He is the good man's Begin-
ning and End; his Alpha and Omega.”

— William Penn



Y ears ago Hal-
loween was 
strictly for 

children’s activities of 
dressing up in costumes 
and going from door to 
door for candy treats. 
Now, even adults get 
into the act wearing a 
costume and pretend-
ing to be other than 
what they really are. 

Halloween, next 
Thursday, is our day for 
this. But our politicians 
do this every day, espe-
cially leading up to 
Election Day Nov. 6.

Our travel down Pun 
Alley take us to some 
haunts and ghostly sto-
ries for Halloween; but 
beware of the politi-
cians who will continue 
their ghoulish activities 
for more than another 
week when you get to 
vote for the political 
joke of your choice.

Every Witchway
Halloween is the time 

for witchful thinking. 
Witches are flying sorcer-
ers who operate a fly-by-
night operation. On 
Halloween, they swoop 
through the air like 
scare-planes. To make 
themselves attractive, 
witches go to the boo-ty 
parlor to purchase some 

scare spray and mass-
scare-a.

Then they hop on their 
brooms and sweep 
through the skies. They 
avoid riding their brooms 
when they’re angry be-
cause they tend to fly off 
the handle. If their 
broom happens to break, 
they witch-hike or they 
call Uber or broom ser-
vice. A little-known fact 
is that witches them-
selves actually go trick-
or-treating and collecting 
goodies in their Wicca 
baskets.

Vampire Empire
Long ago, vampires 

sailed to the United 
States in blood vessels 
and set up their own 
terror-tories. They bred 
like crazy; it seems that 
there was a sucker born 
every minute. Some of 
them perfected their 
skills at blood-sucking 
by attending law school.

Three vampires went 
into a bar. A comely 
barmaid came over to 
take their orders. They 
flirted with her by tell-
ing her how much they 
liked her blood type. 
But she rebuffed them 
with the reply “O nega-
tive” and asked, “And 
what would you, er, gen-

tlemen like tonight?”
The first vampire 

said, “I’ll have a mug of 
blood.” The second 
vampire said, “I’ll have 
a mug of blood.” The 
third vampire shook his 
head at his companions 
and said, “I’ll have a 
glass of plasma.” The 
barmaid called out to 
the bartender, “Two 
bloods and a blood 
light!” Then they all 
toasted each other by 
shouting, “This blood’s 
for you!”

Vampires gather each 
fall deep in the forests 
of Transylvania. They 
sit around the vamp-
fire and reverently 
stand at attention and 
swear allegiance to the 
Draculation of Vein De-
pendence and the Bill 
of Frights.

Little Haunts
You don’t have to be 

concerned about day-
light saving time at Hal-
loween. The holiday is 
always on Green Witch 
Mean Time.

Ghosts have a lot of 
trouble dating because 
women can see right 
through them.

You always find 
ghouls and demons to-
gether because demons 
are a ghoul’s best 
friend.

Last Halloween Joan 
put on a pointy black 
hat and a long black 

dress covered with 100 
watt bulbs and went as 
The Lights Witch.

Speaking ill of the 
dead is a grave mistake.

On Halloween girls 
get to dress up in Mom-
my’s old clothes. Boys 
can’t wear Daddy’s old 
clothes because Dad-
dy’s still wearing them.

At bedtime all little 
witches love to hear the 
story of “Ghoul Deluxe 
and the Three Scares.”

Years ago, kids used 
chalk on Halloween. 
They’d mark up a man’s 
pants if he didn’t pay-
off. One kid liked it so 
much he became a tai-
lor when he grew up.

Spell Time
After a lifetime of 

hunching over her bub-
bling cauldron mutter-
ing incantations and 
concocting various en-
chanted brews, the 
witch finally came to 
the realization that she 
was no longer in her 
prime. In addition to 
the pronounced dowa-
ger’s hump she had de-
veloped, her arthritic 
feet were an almost 
constant source of pain 
and torment for her.

One evening as she 
began the tedious task 
of mincing up a fresh 
batch of bat tongues 
and newt eyes, an idea 
suddenly dawned upon 
her. If she had a 

smaller, more portable 
cutting board, she 
might just as easily pro-
cess these ingredients 
in her lap as she was 
comfortably seated be-
side her boiling caul-
dron. “Ah, yes,” She 
muttered to herself. “It 
would be nice to be 
able to sit for a spell.”

Halloween Night
There are many tales 

about Halloween night 
in Oak Run. Mountain 
lions wander in from 
the Green Way, coyotes 
prowl and owls keep 
track of every moving 
thing by repeatedly ask-
ing “who, who.” It will 
certainly be a time for 
staying indoors.
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It's Halloween on Pun AlleyPun Alley
Dick Frank

The College of Central 
Florida’s Business and 
Technology Department 
will host a special event 
about the high-wage, 
high-demand career op-
portunities in our com-
munity Wednesday, Nov. 
7, from 5:30-7:30 p.m., at 
the Webber Center, 3001 
S.W. College Road., 
Ocala. Doors open at 5 
p.m.

Participants will have 
an opportunity to net-

work with some of Oca-
la’s top employers such 
as Custom Window Sys-
tems, E-One, Lockheed 
Martin and R&L Global 
Logistics, as well as in-
teract with representa-
tives from career and 
technical programs in 
the Marion County 
schools, Marion Techni-
cal College and College 
of Central Florida. Infor-
mation will be presented 
from industry leaders 

about the state of Ocala’s 
economy and anticipated 
job opportunities. 

There is no charge to 
attend.  Refreshments 
and door prizes will be 
provided. For more in-
formation, contact Bon-
nie Hays at 352-854-2322, 
ext. 1855, or haysb@cf.
edu. 

For more information 
about CF, visit www.CF.
edu. 

Stay local event focuses 
on employers

Solid Waste holds 
monthly furniture 

collection
Marion County Solid 

Waste holds monthly 
furniture collection 
events at different recy-
cling centers through-
out the county to 
provide convenient lo-
cations for residents to 
bring their old furni-
ture. Solid Waste then 
transports the furniture 
to the landfill at no ad-
ditional cost.

———n———

———n———

Filler files
Nose news

Winter will soon be 
upon us and that means 
another season of cold, 
runny noses. But, fear 
not, says the Association 
of Mature American Citi-
zens. AMAC reports that 
a British company has 
come out with a new way 
to keep Jack Frost from 
nipping at your nose this 
year.  Aptly enough, it is 
called the NoseWarmer. 
The Nose Warmer Com-
pany offers a fashionable 
array of proboscis pro-
tectors and they ship 
worldwide for about $10 
a pop.

Honesty is best policy
Nebraska has a new 

campaign to attract tour-
ists.  It boasts print ads 
with headlines such as 
“Lucky for you there’s 
nothing to do here.”  Yet 
another advertisement 
brags that the state is 
“Famous for our flat, bor-
ing landscape,” accord-
ing to AMAC.  

Noting that Nebraska 
is “the least likely state” 
when it comes to attract-
ing tourists, State Tour-
ism Director John Ricks 
says “the new brand plat-
form is defined by hon-
esty. The overarching 
concept of honesty is 
rooted in a mindset that 
values transparency, pu-
rity and simplicity.” 

 She’s a big girl
It was Fat Bear Week 

at Alaska’s Katmai Na-
tional Park and Bead-
nose was the people’s 
choice for this year’s fat-
test bear competition, re-
ports AMAC. The park 
posted pictures of 12 
bears to choose from on 
its Web site and, Bead-
nose, whose estimated 
weight was figured to be 
409 pounds, took the hon-
ors.  The park put it this 
way when describing 
why Beadnose was se-
lected: “Her radiant rolls 
were deemed by the vot-
ing public to be this 
year’s most fabulous flab.  
Our chubby champ has a 
few more weeks to chow 
down on lingering 
salmon carcasses before 
she heads up the moun-
tains to dig herself a den 
and savor her victory.” 

Doggy beer
Next time you’re look-

ing for a treat for the 
family pooch, you might 
want to consider opening 
up a can of Good Boy 
Dog Beer. Don’t be 
alarmed, it’s non-alco-
holic and, in fact, might 
be good for him, to boot. 
It is the creation of Hous-
ton bar owners, Megan 
and Steve Long, who 
came up with the idea 
for the brew when their 
pet Rottweiler, Rocky, 
was having digestive 
problems. Rex got better, 
and the Longs got them-
selves a successful side-
line. Their dog beer is 
now available at 18 loca-
tions throughout Hous-
ton, two in Galveston and 
Katy, Texas. 



T he soulless 
white mask of 
Michael Myers 

might be the scariest 
thing I’ve ever seen in 
my life. It was in 1997 
that I read an article on 
slasher movies accom-
panied by a picture of 
Myers holding a huge 
knife. This happened to 
be right before I spent a 
week at my grandpar-
ents’ eerily quiet farm-
house, and I spent four 
sleepless nights expect-
ing The Shape to show 
up at any moment. It 
was only later that I 
came to respect John 
Carpenter and his 1978 
horror classic “Hallow-
een” for managing to 
scare me so effectively. 
Of course, Carpenter’s 
original was followed 
by several less-terrify-
ing sequels and the for-
gettable Rob Zombie 
reboot, so Michael and 
his mask have since lost 
their edge, but my hope 

was that resurrecting 
Myers for a new “Hal-
loween” film in 2018 
would make me scared 
all over again. For bet-
ter or worse, I am now 
less scared of Michael 
Myers than ever. 

 The new film is 
a follow-up to the first 
“Halloween”, but 
erases all franchise 
lore that came after, in-
cluding the twist of pro-
tagonist Laurie Strode 
(Jamie Lee Curtis) turn-
ing out to be Michael’s 
sister. She was just 
some teenager who sur-
vived Michael’s killing 
spree and was subse-
quently traumatized. 
Laurie’s life has com-
pletely fallen apart 
since that fateful night, 
as she’s lost two hus-
bands, custody of her 
daughter (played here 
as an adult by Judy 
Greer), and her mind in 
general. Michael, for 
his part, has been 

locked away in an asy-
lum where was studied 
at first by the iconic Dr. 
Loomis, and now by the 
oddly-obsessed Dr. Sar-
tain (Haluk Bilginer). 

A pair of journalists 
(Jefferson Hall and 
Rhian Rees) visit Mi-
chael right before he’s 
scheduled to be trans-
ferred to a new facility 
and basically taunt him 
with his old mask. Mi-
chael breaks free 
during the transfer 
(shocking, I know) and 
sets out on another kill-
ing spree, though he 
has to get his mask back 
first… He eventually 
makes his way back to 
his hometown of Had-
donfield, IL, where he 
picks off some lonely 
homeowners, incompe-
tent police officers, and 
his personal favorite, 
hedonistic teens. He 
eventually comes to tar-
get Allyson (Andi Mati-
chak), Laurie’s 

granddaughter. This 
gives Laurie all the 
more reason to lure Mi-
chael to her home in 
the woods, where the 
two can have a final 
showdown to attain clo-
sure after 40 years. 

The film is at its best 
when it plays as a com-
edy. It has fun referenc-
ing the original film 
and there are some 
laughs from minor 
characters who make 
stupid horror movie 
mistakes. There’s also 
an extended bit from 
Allyson’s babysitter 
friend (Virginia Gard-
ner) and her young 
charge (Jibrail Nan-
tambu). I can see where 
some viewers could be 
annoyed that the film 
just lets these two 
seemingly riff for sev-
eral minutes, but it’s a 
really funny riff that 
justifies its existence. 

Of course the bulk of 
the film is straight hor-
ror, and I’m sorry to say 
that it doesn’t pull it off 
too well. Michael is 
completely expected 
every time he shows up, 
and his victims are 
rarely likeable enough 
to curry interest in 
their survival. Even the 
mask is less scary this 
time around, its dis-
turbing pure whiteness 
replaced with a sort of 
flawed silver. The cli-
max in Laurie’s house 
is especially frustrating 
because it has been es-
tablished that Laurie 
has been preparing for 
this moment for 40 
years and you’d think 
she’d have a more pol-
ished defense in store 
for the stalker. One tac-

tic is a particularly un-
derwhelming slow 
burn, you can email me 
at rrg251@nyu.edu if 
you want to know what 
realistic alternative I 
would have used in-
stead. Although I en-
joyed some early parts 
of the new “Hallow-
een”, I can’t bring my-
self to recommend the 
film because in the end, 
it just isn’t that scary. 

Grade: C
“Halloween” is rated 

R for horror violence 
and bloody images, lan-
guage, brief drug use 
and nudity. Its running 
time is 105 minutes. 
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‘Halloween’ At the Movies
Bob Garver



Title: Where the Craw-
dads Sing

Author: Delia Owens
nnn

W ildlife scien-
tist Delia 
Owens’ first 

novel is at once a murder 
mystery, a coming-of-age 
narrative and a celebra-
tion of nature.

When she is only six 
Kya is abandoned by her 
troubled, abused 

mother. Her older broth-
ers and sisters drift away 
to start their own lives so 
Kya is left in the care of 
her drunken father who 
disappears for days on 
end. She can neither 
read nor count beyond 
29. To survive on her own 
in the hostile coastal 
marshes of North Caro-
lina, she fishes and sells 
her catch. One day she 
watches a young boy, 

Tate, fishing and when 
she gains the courage to 
approach him, he offers 
her friendship, teaches 
her to read, and brings 
her books.

Her only other help 
comes from Jumpin’ and 
Mabel from the black 
community who some-
times bring her clothing 
and canned goods.

Ridiculed by the com-
munity as the marsh girl 
or swamp trash Kya sel-
dom ventures into 
town. She combats her 
loneliness by collecting 
shells and feathers and 

by identifying various 
birds and insects.

When Tate leaves for 
college, she begins a re-
lationship with the 
town’s golden boy, ras-
cally, attractive Chase 
Andrews.

In her early twenties 
Kya is arrested for 
Chase’s death after he 
dies falling from a fire 
tower. Was it an accident 
or murder?

The story alternates 
between Kya’s life grow-
ing up in the marsh and 
the death investigation 
until the two story lines 

merge.
Owens deftly alter-

nates plotlines, which 
creates the anticipation 
of what is to come. Both 
Kya and the marsh are 
the main characters of 
this immersive and mov-
ing story of love and 
longing mixed with mys-
tery and suspense.

Because the characters 
are painted in broad 
strokes, this is not so 
much a naturalistic novel 
as a mythic one, rising 
from Kya’s deep connec-
tion to the place she calls 
home. 
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‘Where the Crawdads Sing’Bookmark
Pat Wellington

The Florida Depart-
ment of Health in Marion 
County is reminding all 
Floridians to get their flu 
shot as soon as possible, 
before the height of the 
upcoming flu season. 
Specifically, the depart-

ment recommends get-
ting the flu shot before 
Halloween, so the vac-
cine will have enough 
time to develop full ef-
fectiveness before the ac-
tive holiday season kicks 
into gear in November. It 

can take up to two weeks 
after vaccination for your 
body to develop protec-
tion against the flu.

“Getting your flu shot 
is quick and easy and 
will provide peace of 
mind as flu season ar-

rives,” said Florida De-
partment of Health in 
Marion County medical 
director Dr. Olu Ogun-
sanwo. “It’s one of the 
best ways to protect your-
self and loved ones this 
season.” 

The flu vaccine is rec-
ommended for everyone 
ages six months and 
older, including pregnant 
women. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention recommends a 
yearly flu vaccine be-

cause flu viruses evolve 
quickly, and last year’s 
vaccine may not protect 
against the current year’s 
flu strain. Even if the flu 
vaccine does not fully 

Stay flu-free; get your flu vaccine before Halloween

See FLU/Page A31
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T IME ran a story about my home-
town! Woohoo! Achille, a small 
farm town tucked away off the 

beaten path in Southeastern Oklahoma, 
made national news!

The news wasn’t the type I hoped it 
would be. It was about a small school try-
ing to accommodate a 12-year-old trans-
gender student in the seventh grade.

My sister couldn’t date until she was 16 
and even then, I had to chaperone when 
she dated an airman from Perrin Air Force 
Base in Sherman, Texas, so in my mind, 
allowing a child to identify as the opposite 
sex at an age before reaching adulthood is 
just plain wrong. It’s OK for a girl to be a 
“tomboy” to partake in “boyish” activities 
and it’s OK for a boy to be a “sissy” and en-
gage in “girlish” activities at home. It is not 
OK to send them to school. Wait until he 
or she is an adult and let hormones and ge-
netics work it out.

According to the story, a school district 
in southern Oklahoma was forced to shut 
down for two days after parents used a 
Facebook group to threaten violence 
against a transgender seventh-grade stu-
dent.

Superintendent Rick Beene closed 
Achille Public Schools after parents posted 
claims on a Facebook group “Achille ISD 
Parents Group” that the student, who 
identifies as a girl, was looking over the 
stalls in the girls’ bathroom.

“Heads up parents of 5th through 7th 
grade,” parent Jamie Crenshaw said in a 
now-deleted post. “The transgender is al-
ready using the girl’s bathroom. We have 
been told how the school has gone above 
and beyond to make sure he has his own 
restroom, yet he is still using the girls. RE-
ALLY… Looks like it’s going to be a long 
year.”

Beene would not confirm whether the 

alleged bathroom incident occurred.
The post set off reactions from other 

adults who referred to the 7th grade stu-
dent as “this thing” and “half-baked mag-
got.” One parent repeatedly referred to the 
student as “he” and suggested a “good 
sharp knife” stop the student. Another par-
ent said that their child should “whip his a 
— until he quits coming to school,” accord-
ing to the TIME story.

Beene told TIME he made the decision 
to close both the elementary schools, 
which houses kindergarten through eighth 
grade, and the high school on the advice of 
local law enforcement.

It’s not easy being different in a small 
town. Some of the boys teased me merci-
lessly because they thought my parents 
were wealthy. They were, but they weren’t 
then. I finally had a couple of fights and 
that was the end of that. I always knew we 
were poor when daddy moved us back to 
Achille, his hometown.

Then, there was the girl who moved to 
town when she was in the eighth grade. 
She – (gasp!) − smoked cigarettes! She 
wore oversized sunshades that were way 
too big for her face and wore flashy blue le-
otards, pantyhose or something on her 
legs. Peers teased her mercilessly and her 
family left town before the school year 
ended. And sure enough, another quick in-
ternet search showed that this family was 
also moving.

My hometown made 
national news, but 

not why I had hoped
Mountains 
from 
Molehills
By David Davis

I t’s Major League Baseball playoff 
season, as well as the run-up to 
the elections. Oh, the games peo-

ple play.
Way back when, in the early 20th cen-

tury, New York Giants manager John 
“Mugsy” McGraw was the first to utter 
an important life lesson for those who 
play either form of “Hardball” (thank 
you, Chris Matthews). “Nice guys,” he 
growled, “finish last.”

It’s wisdom the Democrats are only 
now allowing to penetrate their clue-
lessness. “Really?” they whimper in 
amazement. “It’s not enough to be righ-
teous?” Not when it’s self-righteous, 
which is what so many Americans per-
ceive them to be, along with sanctimo-
nious. Nor is it enough when the other 
team is governed by a mindset of “what-
ever it takes to win,” fair or foul. 

Back in John McGraw’s day, the cross-
town Yankees with Babe Ruth domi-
nated “America’s Pastime.” These days, 
in our other pastime, the Republicans 
succeed by being ruthless. They don’t 
really stand for the interests of the 
great bulk of Americans, opting instead 
to represent the wealthy few, who long 
ago realized, as Will Rogers declared, 
that we have “The best Congress that 
money can buy.” Actually, Mr. Rogers 
was only in the neighborhood. It’s re-
ally the best government money can 
buy. And even that’s not true, because, 
in many cases, it’s really a pretty use-
less one, which suits the GOP just fine. 
It keeps their rich patrons happy be-
cause they don’t want to be effectively 
regulated as they pursue their mon-
ey-grubbing ways.

The Democrats like to think they’re 
above all that sleaziness, which is to-
tally wrong for two reasons: First of all, 
the D’s scrounge for dollars as much as 
the R’s do. Besides, even if they were 
squeaky-clean, they actually need to be 
willing to roll around in the mud. Mi-
chelle Obama’s “When they go low, we 
go high” just won’t cut it, particularly 
when it comes across as being high and 
mighty.

A few Democrats are even saying so 
publicly, like former Attorney General 
Eric Holder, who got a rousing cheer 
with his “When they go low, we kick 
them.” He didn’t say where you kick 

THE 
RICH 

LOWRY
COLUMN
Civility 
is for 

suckers
I t’s doubtful that a former Amer-

ican presidential candidate has 
ever formally endorsed incivil-

ity before, but Hillary Clinton is ever 
full of surprises. In an interview on 
CNN, the erstwhile advocate of “if 
they go low, we go high” switched 
around to unapologetically call for 
going low.

“You cannot be civil with a political 
party,” she explained, “that wants to 
destroy what you stand for, what you 
care about.” She added that if Demo-
crats retake a house of Congress, well, 
then, “that’s when civility can start 
again.”

Clinton’s statement is yet more con-
firmation of the radical mood of the 
current Democratic Party, not just in 
blessing tactics that once would have 
been anathema to the mainstream, 
but questioning the legitimacy of core 
elements of our system. The party’s 
base is just a few steps from beginning 
to give up on our common national 
life.

Civility is a rather fundamental 
thing to throw under the bus. It is the 
basis of our political life, assuring that 
disagreements are settled within cer-
tain bounds and don’t escalate into 
blood feuds.

This doesn’t mean that there can’t 
be intense arguments, harsh condem-
nations, passionate controversies and 
partisan donnybrooks. These are all 
endemic to a free society and very 
healthy things. It does mean that there 
are certain widely accepted guard-
rails.

In the Brett Kavanaugh debate, the 
normal pressure points of the demo-
cratic process (rallies and demonstra-
tions, phone calls to congressional 
offices, online, print and TV advocacy) 
were deemed insufficient -- senators 
had to be berated in the hallways, 
chased out of restaurants and ha-
rassed at their homes.

Asked on CNN if the actions against 
her fellow senators went too far, Mazie 
Hirono stood by the harassment: “I 
think it just means that there are a lot 
of people who are very, very much mo-
tivated about what’s going on.”

But when you angrily confront 
someone, especially as part of a 
group, it carries an inescapable whiff 
of physical intimidation. When you 
shout Ted and Heidi Cruz out of a 
Washington restaurant, you aren’t try-
ing to convince them of anything, you 
are merely abusing them. When you 
yell at Senate hearings and floor 
votes, you aren’t influencing the pro-
cess, but disrupting it.

Our system of government is in-
creasingly held in low regard on the 
left. The 2016 election was somehow 
stolen, and the mechanism that gave 
Trump his victory, the Electoral Col-
lege, is illegitimate. The Senate, 

See LOWRY/Page A29
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Your view
Tax cuts

For years, the Demo-
crats constantly told us 
that the Bush tax cuts 
were “tax breaks for the 
wealthy.” This is despite 
the fact that the bottom 
rate decreased from 15 
percent to 10 percent 
and the number paying 
no federal income tax in-
creased from 25 percent 
to almost 50 percent, and 
many of those paying no 
federal income tax got 
refunds of money not 
paid in due to refund-
able tax credits! 

When those cuts were 
scheduled to expire, we 
found out what they al-
ready knew. They said 
we couldn’t allow them 
all to expire since that 
would harm those with 
lower income. 

If the cuts benefited 
primarily “the wealthy” 
why not let them all ex-

pire.” Those whose are 
not benefiting from the 
tax cuts wouldn’t be 
harmed if they expired. 

Now they are at it 
again. The tax cuts are 
being characterized as 
the “tax breaks for the 
wealthy” and tax breaks 
for “wealthy corpora-
tions.” They focus on the 
tax rate decreasing from 
39.6 percent to 37 per-
cent and totally ignore 
the other tax cuts. 

Only estimates are 
available since numbers 
for 2017 are not yet avail-
able and 2018 numbers 
won’t be available for an-
other year. 

It is estimated that in 
2018 the top 1 percent 
will pay 43 percent of 
Federal income tax, up 
from 38 percent in 2017. 
The share of the top 20 
percent will increase 
from 83.6 percent to 86.9 
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percent. The top 1 per-
cent will have 15.9 per-
cent of the total income 
and will pay 43.3 percent 
of federal income taxes. 
(How is that fair?) Any 
tax cut that is fair will al-
ways give a significant 
cut in taxes to those who 
pay a significant portion 
of the taxes!

The benefits from the 
corporate tax cuts are al-
ready becoming evident 
but there is not enough 
space here to address 
that aspect. Just look at 
the economy and job 
market. 

Why would the left 
perpetuate this story of 
“tax breaks” for the 
wealthy?” Because it 
sounds good to the other 
99 percent. That trans-
lates to votes form those 
who don’t take the time 
to do some research. The 
real answer resides in a 
quote form George Ber-
nard Shaw. 

“A government which 
robs Peter to pay Paul 
can always depend on 

the support of Paul.” 
How long will it before 

the 99 percent decide 
that the 1 percent should 
pay all of the income 
taxes?!

Thomas Strayer
Stone Creek 

nnn

Elected versus 
appointed 

superintendents 
“A board doesn’t run a 

company; it runs the 
CEO.” (Holman W. Jen-
kins, The Wall Street 
Journal 10-3-18).

Florida and Alabama 
are the last holdouts that 
elect a school superin-
tendent. The Marion 
County School System 
has a budget of nearly 
500 million and 6,000 em-
ployees. Would anyone in 
their right mind elect a 
CEO to manage a public 
company of this size?

The school board is re-
sponsible for the educa-

tion of the citizens’ 
children and answers to 
the voters. According to 
the organizational chart 
of the school system, the 
superintendent is the 
CEO but does not report 
to the board. There is no 
means to resolve differ-
ences between the board 
and the elected superin-
tendent. The result is a 
dysfunctional organiza-
tion with poor outcomes.    

In 2016 the elected su-
perintendent was chosen 
in the primary by less 
than 5.5 percent of the 
population of Marion 
County. The superinten-
dent is chosen by and 
from a very limited pop-
ulation rather than 
searching the country for 
the best qualified person 
with a successful track 
record.

Phillip Hyde
Oak Run

nnn
Until about a decade 

ago, I was very much in 
favor of an elected super-

See VIEW/Page A28

intendent. But then 
something happened to 
change my mind.

I was the editor of a 
weekly newspaper in 
Chiefland, in Levy 
County. Chiefland is a 
football town. The team 
had a down season, but 
in the spring game had 
looked good, defeating a 
team that would go on to 
win a state title.

But shortly after that 
game, the coach was 
summoned to the super-
intendent’s office and 
fired.

Fans were outraged. 
They packed a School 
Board meeting, demand-
ing that the decision be 
reversed. But the attor-
ney informed them that 
the board had no control 
over personnel as the su-
perintendent sat in stony 
silence during the long, 
loud fray.

The decision stood. 
The only explanation 
that was ever offered was 
that he ”wanted to go in a 



W hen Cherry-
wood resident 
Mary Ham-

blen was a child, and 
grew up learning Ger-
man, along with English, 
in her Nebraska home, 
she probably didn’t have 
in mind then that one 
day she would be teach-
ing her mother’s native 
language to residents in 
North Central Florida. 
But that’s exactly what 
she’s doing weekly 
through Master the Pos-
sibilities. 

In fact, Mary teaches 
three classes at the life-
long learning center, 
which is located at 8415 
SW 80th Street in the 
community known as On 
Top of the World. The 
three classes include 
“German Made Easy,” 

“Intermediate German,” 
and “German: Advanced 
Level.” 

In German Made Easy, 
students learn just 
enough German to get by 
when traveling to Ger-
many, Austria, and Swit-
zerland. Basic words 
along with correct pro-
nunciation, like “Hello, 
how are you,” “My name 
is…,” and “Excuse me,” 
are just a few of the com-
mon expressions Mary 
teaches, along with help-
ful travel tips and cul-
tural orientation. 

Intermediate German 
is for those more serious 
in learning the language, 
allowing students to ex-
pand on their speaking, 
reading, and writing 
skills. A considerable 
amount of the class in 

conducted in German.
German: Advanced 

Level emphasizes pro-
nunciation, conversation, 
reading, and some gram-
mar. This class is more 
conversational and is 
conducted entirely in 
German.

Why do people sign up 

for one of Mary’s classes? 
She says that sometimes 
learning a new language 
is on someone’s bucket 
list. In addition, accord-
ing to Mary, learning an-
other language is good 
for brain stimulation and 
training. Her classes gen-
erally range from three 

students to twelve and 
are held over a six-week 
period. 

While most students 
are retirees, and many of 
those are from On Top of 
the World, she has others 
attending as well. And 
most attend to prepare 
for European travel 

packages that focus on 
Germany and the imme-
diate surrounding areas, 
where the language of 
High German is univer-
sal.

If you’re interested in 
learning German or 
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A linguist in our midstCherrywood
Mary Busha

October trivia players, The Masterminds.

See LINGUIST/Page A26



I t is true that glu-
cose, that form of 
sugar that circu-

lates in your blood, is 
fuel for cancer cells; but, 
healthy cells need glu-
cose too. The rapid 
growth of cancer cells 
means they need more 
fuel than normal cells. 
However, we do not have 
a way of keeping glucose 
from cancer cells and di-
recting it only to healthy 
cells. If you limit your 
carbohydrate intake, 
your body can convert 
protein into the glucose 
it needs. 

The research, so far, 
does not show that 
avoiding sugar can lower 
your risk of getting can-

cer. Overdoing high-
sugar foods and drinks 
could increase the risk 
of cancer, but not for the 
reasons you probably 
hear about. Big surges in 
blood sugar from large 
amounts of carbohy-
drates raises blood 
sugar and prompts the 
pancreas to secrete and 
extra amount of insulin 
to handle it. Research 
now suggests that it is 
the elevated insulin lev-
els, rather than high 
blood sugar alone that 
stimulate cancer cell 
growth.

Excess calories from 
any source can lead to 
unhealthy weight gain, 
and foods and drinks 

high in added sugars 
tend to be a primary ve-
hicle for concentrated 
calories. Too much body 
fat raises the risk of at 
least 11 different can-
cers by increasing insu-
lin resistance and 
insulin levels, promoting 
inflammation and boost-
ing estrogen production. 
The American Institute 
for Cancer Research 
recommends limiting 
foods and drinks high in 
added sugars. That is not 
because of any direct ef-
fect of sugar on cancer 
risk but to support a 
healthy weight and to 
make room for  a variety 
of cancer-protective food 
like vegetables, fruits, 

whole grains and beans.
Karen Collins, MS, RD 

suggests the following 
strategies to limit sug-
ars.

Avoid those added sug-
ars form sugar-sweet-
ened soda, fruit drinks, 
sports or energy drinks, 
super-sweet tea and cof-
fee laden with sugary 
syrup. Refresh with 
plain water or try un-
sweetened flavored 
sparkling water or water 
infused with berries or 
cucumber for variety.

Swap sweets and 
baked goods for nutri-
ent-rich nuts, fruit or 
veggies with hummus. 
Switch the ice cream 
habit to a bowl of fruit 

with just a dollop of ice-
cream.

Choose unsweetened 
cooked cereal or ready-
to-eat options, like 
shredded wheat, with 6 
grams or less of added 
sugars. Sprinkle with 
some cinnamon if you 
need some sweetness.

Get plain unsweet-
ened yogurt and add 
fresh or frozen fruit. 
Commercial fruit yo-
gurt usually is the 
equivalent of putting 
jam in yogurt.

Watch your condi-
ments. Bottled salad 

dressing, barbecue 
sauce, ketchup, and 
spaghetti sauce may 
have two to 3 teaspoons 
of added sugars per 
two-tablespoon serving. 
Find those that have 
less added sugars or 
make your own.

Remember trim 
added sugars as part of 
a healthful daily diet 
pattern.

Source:  Environmen-
tal Nutrition, The News-
letter of Food, Nutrition 
& Health, June 2018.
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Sugar and the risk of cancer Health Corner
Patricia A. Woodbury RN MSN

———n———

You can tell how healthy a man is by what he takes two at a time — stairs or pills.

— Evan Esar
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D ear readers, I 
had a first this 
week. On the 

second day of the open-
ing of the new restau-
rant, starts with a pie, we 
had dinner. I know you 
are saying to yourself, 
well big deal. The reason 
I am even mentioning it 
is so many places open, 
friends talk about it and 
it closes. We never get 
there, so for me it is a big 
deal. We really liked 
Cortney, our waitress 
who did a nice job of rec-
ommending couple menu 
items. Don’t worry I am 
not going to start getting 
into the restaurant cri-
tiquing business and not 
copying a journalist from 
another paper, “tell them 
Laura sent you.” 

We saw “Oklahoma!” 
Sunday. It was a full 
house and enjoyed the 

play. Kudos to all those 
PACOR members who 
put so much into present-

ing a play for our enjoy-
ment. Pancake breakfast 
is tomorrow, Saturday. 

This is such a busy week 
for me, not sure I will get 
to pancakes. Saturday 

night is the Fright Night 
Dance and I have had 
several folks say, “wait 
till you see what we are 
doing.” Sounds like a fun 
night. 

I hope you are plan-
ning on taking part in the 
Hospice Fund Raiser. 
Nov. 9 is the dance, with 
some great entertain-
ment this year and then 
Saturday is the walk. All 
monies go right to Legacy 
House, which is down 
the street from Oak Run. 

I don’t think you can 
live here for any length 
of time and become fa-
miliar with Legacy 
House. It is not a place 
any of us look forward to 
but when it happens it is 
a place of caring and 
comfort. I have a couple 
tables, so I hope to see 
many of you there. 

Singles Club was look-

ing for officers and their 
meeting was Oct. 25. If 
they didn’t get a full 
slate, why not step up 
and offer to serve. 

If you are looking for 
some fun, why not the 
Showcase of Stars, Fri-
day 26. They are not fea-
turing comedy. They 
show is always free, you 
don’t need tickets. 

When I hear of some-
thing unpleasant in Oak 
Run, it makes me sad but 
then something great 
happens, and I give 
thanks for those folks 
who are make us proud 
to be part of this commu-
nity. 

Our Reach Out is a ser-
vice club and they do so 
much for fellow resi-
dents. They accept do-
nations for all their 
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Annual Arts & Craft Fair Nov. 3 
at Palm Grove

Oak Run
Laura Smith

Reach Out president David Unverfehrt presents a $1,000 check to Interfaith 
CEO Karla Grimsley and Mary Garrepy. 

See OAK/Page A14



transporting of residents 
to various medical ap-
pointments, etc. What do 
they do with these mon-
ies? They turn around 
and donate to local char-
ities. Please see the pic-
ture of officers 
presenting a check for 
$1,000 to Karla Grimsey, 
of Interfaith Emergency. 
Thank you, all Reach 
Out members. If you 
want to be involved call 
and offer your service as 
they can always use 
more volunteers. 

Have you heard some-
one say, “there was an 
angel on my shoulder” 
or “my guardian angel?” 
Well I read this the other 
day and thought it was 
beautiful. “Angels are 
the guardians of hope 
and wonder, the keepers 
of magic and dreams.” 
Author unknown. Don’t 
you think we need more 
hope, wonder, magic and 
dreams these days? 
Please have a wonderful 

week. Peace, joy and 
faith. Laura

Big Red Bus
The Big red bus will 

be at the Palm Grove 
parking lot Thursday, 
Nov. 1, from 8 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Please remember to 
bring your photo ID and 
to drink extra fluids be-
fore and after donating. 
All blood types needed, 
let your inner hero shine 
thru!

Arts & Craft Fair
Fair will be held Nov. 

3 at Palm Grove from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. There will 
be a great variety of gift 
and home decoration 
items to choose from. 
Royal Oaks will be cater-
ing breakfast and lunch 
items for your purchase. 
Be sure to bring cash as 
some vendors do not ac-
cept checks. This is a 
great time to purchase 
some gifts for your holi-
days. 

Ballroom Dance Club
Just a reminder that 

the annual meeting for 
the election of the 2019 

B.D.C. Officers will be 
held at the Palm Grove 
Club Sunday, Nov. 11, at 
3 p.m. All interested par-
ties are encouraged to 
attend this important 
meeting to nominate and 
elect the Officers to con-
tinue the Club through 
next year. Meeting is 
open to all Oak Run resi-
dents who are interested 
in joining the Club and 
participating in our ac-
tivities. 

Also mark your calen-
dars for our Gala Christ-
mas dance at Palm 
Grove Dec. 9, 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Dinner catered by 
Royal Oaks and Music by 
“The Keichers”. Details 
to follow. FMI Call Larry 
Bridge, 854-1037.

BOCCE
The Oak Run Bocce 

League is open to all 
Oak Run Residents (and 
their guests).  We have 
leagues playing on mul-
tiple days and 
times. Anyone interested 
in joining a league 
should call Bocce Presi-
dent Rick Kamasa at 
352-237-2354.   

New England Club 
Holiday Party 

Time for the New En-
gland Club Yankee 
Swap celebration to 
start off this holiday sea-
son and we know you 
will not want to miss this 
one. Come join us for an-
other fun filled eve-
ning on Nov. 3 at 5:30 in 
the Orchid Club with 
food from Pasta 
Faire. (Chicken cordon 
bleu or chicken Parme-
san, roasted potatoes, 
green beans). Be ready 
to choose your meal 
when buying tickets. 
Ticket sales will be Oct. 
22 from 10 to 12 (one day 
only) in the Orchid Club. 
Price will be $15 for 
members and $21 for 
guests. Final date for 
registering is Oct. 29. 
(Bring a wrapped $10 
value gift per person. No 
food please).

For more information 
contact Steve Stazak 861-
1223 or Andy Butler 854-
8069

Hoofin’ It for Hospice
Our Dance is sched-

uled for Friday, Nov. 9, at 
Palm Grove from 6 to 10 
p.m. We will

have both entertain-
ment and dancing for 
your evening pleasure. 
We will be entertained 
by Mark Raisch, a 
crooner who has been 
well received here in 
Oak Run before, and 
Cindy Moody who sings 
a variety of songs includ-
ing Patsy Cline. Before, 
between and after Mark 
and Cindy, I will do some 
DJ’ing for your dancing 
pleasure. Bring money 
that evening because we 
will have both a 50/50 
and raffle(s). All the 
monies raised will go di-
rectly to Legacy House 
of Hospice of Marion 
County. Tickets are a $20 
donation and will go on 
sale Monday, Oct. 29, at 
the Orchid Club Lobby 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Please 
make checks out to 
“Hospice of Marion 
County.” 

Dress is casual; no 
shorts please.

Our Walk is scheduled 
for Saturday, Nov. 10, 
also at Palm Grove. Reg-

istration will begin at 8 
a.m. and our walk will 
begin shortly afterward. 
Following your return 
from a stroll through our 
lovely countryside, you 
will be provided with ba-
gels, pastries, fruit, cof-
fee and such.

Please collect as much 
as you can and bring 
them with you that day. 
Please contact Damian 
at 854-4840 for any fur-
ther information or de-
tails.

Renaissance Women
Meeting:  Sunday, Oct. 

28, at 2 p.m. in the Island 
Club. There will be a 
speaker at this meeting 
and a 50/50 to benefit In-
terfaith. Reminder, wear 
your name tag and bring 
your checkbook.

Dinner at ROGC: 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, at 5 
p.m. Call Pat G. 854-7549 
or Gerry 873-6868.

Monthly Lun-
cheon: Thursday, Nov. 
15, at 11:30 a.m. at Sea-
grass Waterfront Restau-
rant, 10386 Halls River 
Road, Homosassa. Call 
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History of the ‘Great Fire of Ocala’

Brian Stoothoff presents the “History of ‘The Great 
Fire’ and the City of Ocala Fire & EMS services – 
135th Anniversary of the Thanksgiving event that 
created the Brick City” Nov. 18. 
Stoothoff is a former Ocala Fire Rescue assistant 
chief who retired in 2014 after 30 years of service. 
He worked his way up through the ranks as fire 
equipment operator, captain, battalion chief, public 
education specialist and OFR public information 
officer.
All programs are scheduled on third Sunday of odd 
months at 2 p.m. in Green Clover Hall. A reception 
follows at East Hall. Admission is free to members 
and $5 to nonmembers. Individual and family mem-
berships are available. 
The next in the series of programs presented by 
the Marion County Museum of History & Archaeol-
ogy, 307 SE 26th Terrace, Ocala. For more informa-
tion, please call 352-236-5245. 

Former OFR assistant 
chief to make 
presentation
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Airport Terminal 
groundbreaking is Oct. 29
The City of Ocala will 

host a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the con-
struction of the General 
Aviation Terminal at 
the Ocala International 
Airport Monday, Oct. 29, 
at 10 a.m. at the current 
terminal site located at 
1770 SW 60th Ave.

According to city 
staff, the new, 17,500 
square foot General 
Aviation Terminal will 
include office space for 
Sheltair Aviation, the 
airport’s fixed-base op-
erator, airport adminis-
tration, a large 
restaurant with meet-
ing rooms, three car 
rental service areas, 
and additional office 
space for future ten-
ants. The new terminal 
is expected to open in 
December 2019.

Funding for construc-

tion of the new termi-
nal was made possible 
through grants received 
from the Florida De-
partment of Transpor-
tation and the Federal 
Aviation Administra-
tion, airport funds and 
the city of Ocala’s part-
nership with Sheltair 
Aviation. The approxi-
mate cost for this proj-
ect is $6.1 million.  

“The General Avia-
tion Terminal is the 
central hub of activity 
at the Ocala Interna-
tional Airport,” said 
Matt Grow, Ocala Inter-
national Airport Direc-
tor. “The current 
General Aviation Ter-
minal, constructed in 
1962, has served its 
purpose well. However, 
the new terminal will 
make a great first im-
pression for aviators 

and guests arriving at 
the Ocala International 
Airport for business or 
pleasure. Sheltair Avia-
tion already provides 
outstanding customer 
service and this new 
state-of-the-art facility 
will only further en-
hance that experience 
by bringing together 
many of the aviation 
services currently 
spread throughout the 
airport property.”

This event is free and 
open to the public. 
Members of the media 
are encouraged to at-
tend. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. 

For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Matt Grow, Ocala Inter-
national Airport Direc-
tor, at mgrow@ocalafl.
org or visit www.ocalaa-
irport.com. 

County breaks ground 
on fire station

Marion County Board of County 
Commissioners and Fire Rescue 
proudly announce the ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the new Roll-
ing Greens Fire Station 28 at 5907 
Cherry Road, Ocala.

This 7,700-square-foot facility 
more appropriately accommo-
dates the growing response needs 
of its surrounding areas, while 
serving as a back up to four 
nearby stations.

The 30 personnel housed will in-
clude dual-certified firefighter/
paramedics, firefighter/emergency 
medical technicians as well as 
EMTs and paramedics totaling 10 

personnel per 24-hour shift. The 
new station will also be assigned a 
fire engine and an emergency res-
cue transport unit.

Thanks to funding from Marion 
County’s Penny sales tax, all $2.1 
million necessary for this project 
has been allocated without requir-
ing any portion of the county’s 
general fund.

The new facility underscores the 
county’s commitment to promot-
ing public safety and to the strate-
gic goal of fiscal responsibility.

For more information, contact 
Marion County Public Relations at 
352-438-2300.

An architectural drawing of Marion County Fire Rescue Station 28 at 5907 
Cherry Road. 

The Appleton Museum 
of Art, College of Central 
Florida, will host a spe-
cial event, “Honoring 
Your Service: The Apple-
ton Salutes Veterans,” 
Sunday, Nov. 18, noon-5 
p.m.  

Join us in a celebration 
honoring those who 
bravely served, or are 
now serving, our country. 
This event is free for Ap-
pleton members, CF stu-
dents, active-duty 
military and veterans (all 
with valid ID); included 
with admission fee for 
nonmembers.

In the Galleries, noon-5 
p.m.: See an exhibition 
of vintage military prints 
from our permanent col-
lection, as well as other 

special military-inspired 
displays, including a 
prisoner of war/missing 
in action table. A map, 
available at the Visitor 
Services desk, will guide 
guests to other mili-
tary-themed works of art 
on display throughout 
the galleries. 

In the Art Lab, noon-5 
p.m.: Join us for a special 
art-making activity that is 
appropriate for all ages 
and abilities.

In the Auditorium, 2 
p.m.: Brooke King, U.S. 
Army veteran, professor, 
poet, author

From the American 
Revolution to the current 
conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, veteran Brooke 
King will discuss the 

often unnoticed gallantry 
and courage of American 
women on the battle-
field. She will discuss 
and read from her an-
thology titled, “It’s My 
Country Too: Women’s 
Military Stories from the 
American Revolution to 
Afghanistan.” A video of 
oral histories from local 
veterans and a presenta-
tion on famous veterans 
will play before and after 
the 2 p.m. talk. 

Owned and operated 
by the College of Central 
Florida, the Appleton 
Museum of Art is located 
at 4333 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd. Parking is free. 

For more information, 
call 352-291-4455 or visit 
AppletonMuseum.org.

Appleton Museum will host 
‘Honoring Your Service’ salute 

to veterans

Oct. 20, 2018, at Circle 
Square Commons, On 
Top of The World the 
third annual Presenta-
tion of “A Halloween 
Thriller” will be per-
formed. It’s an intergen-
erational theater and 
dance production per-
formed by Stone Creek, 
On Top of The World, and 
Oak Run residents along 
with students from local 
dance schools.

There will be bats, 
vampires, girls from the 
grave, super heroes and 
last but not least, zom-
bies dancing to 

“Thriller.”  
The show is created 

and directed by Cheri 
Irwin. It is a fun filled, 
multi-community event 
that brings families, 
friends and neighbors to-
gether.

There is no admission 
fee, however, donations 
to benefit Ocala Domes-
tic Violence and Sexual 
Assault Center will be 
welcome. Last year over 
800 people turned out 
and more are expected 
this year so get there 
early.

Entertainer GNARLY 

CHARLIE starts the 
show at 6 p.m. followed 
by “A Halloween 
Thriller” at 7 p.m. in Cir-
cle Square Com-
mons, 8405 SW 80 Street, 
Ocala.

For more information 
contact Cheri Irwin at 
(352) 291-2791 irwin-
home33@aol.com

A Halloween Thriller
‘Evelina’s Scary Night’ 
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Oak Run in Halloween costume
Photos by Ron Ratner
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Public Library events
Dunnellon Public 

Library
Construction Junc-

tion 
Saturday, Oct. 6, 2 p.m.

Spooktacular Story 
Time, Wednesday, Oct. 
31, 11 a.m.

Wear costumes and 
come to the library for 
a special trick-or-treat-
ing opportunity and 
not-so-spooky stories. 

Forest Public 

Library
Family Flicks, Sat-

urday, Oct. 13, 2 p.m., 
Movies for the whole 
family! Anyone 
younger than age 13 
must be accompanied 
by an adult. Call 352-

438-2540 for details 
about movie being 
shown.

A Night at the Li-
brary 
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 5-7 
p.m. 
Friends of the Forest 
Public Library are 
having an open house! 
Spend an evening of 
family fun at this 
membership drive 
event.

Trunk or Treat, Sat-
urday, Oct. 27, 4 p.m., 
Lots of fun with games, 
clowns, face painting 
and candy! Presented 
in conjunction with 
Forest Community 
Center.

Marion Oaks Family 
Story Time 

Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 

Read, sing and play. 
Fun for the entire fam-

ily, from infants to 
grandparents! 

Pumpkin Party! Satur-
day, Oct. 6, noon, 

BOOtastic Trick-or-
Treat 

Friday, Oct. 19, 6-8 p.m. 
Join in the communi-

ty-wide holiday festivi-
ties with games, music, 

food and more! Pre-
sented in conjunction 

with Marion Oaks 
Community Center.

Spooktacular Story 
Time 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, 
4:30 p.m. Wear cos-
tumes and come to the 
library for a special 
trick-or-treating op-
portunity and not-so-
spooky stories. 
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Happenings
Friday, Oct. 26

Tot Shabbat
Temple Beth Shalom 

invites you to join Rabbi 
Harari and our youngest 
family members as we 
celebrate Tot Shabbat 
Oct. 26 at 6:30 p.m. Fol-
lowing a pizza snack, tots 
and their adults attend a 
service of music and sto-
rytelling geared toward 
the young. 

A traditional Shabbat 
Service (children are al-
ways welcome) follows at 
7:30 p.m. this and every 
Friday.

To learn more, visit our 
website:  www.jewisho-
cala.com or call Mildred 
Olstein at 352-694-4487 or 
Julie Rochlin at 352-207-
5385. Our address is 1109 
NE Eighth Avenue, 
Ocala.

Oak Trace
Oak Trace is having its 

semiannual yard sale 
Friday, Oct. 26, and Sat-
urday, Oct. 27, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Oak Trace is located 
off SW Hwy 200 on 103rd 
Street Road. Look for 
signs.

Audubon Society
Marion Audubon Soci-

ety will present a pro-
gram about owls Friday 
Oct. 26, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Marion Oaks Public 
Library, 294 Marion Oaks 
Lane, Ocala. All skill lev-
els are welcome. There 
will be a short walk after 
the program. If you have 
them bring binoculars 
and a field guide. Wear 
appropriate clothing and 
footwear. Marion Audu-
bon Society is a 501c3 or-
ganization and donations 
are welcome. Visit online 
at www.marioncoun-
tyaudubon.com.

Florida Center for the 
Blind

Florida Center for the 
Blind announces its fifth 
Annual Dining in the 
Dark event Friday, Oct. 
26, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the 
Hilton of Ocala at 3600 
SW 36th Ave.

Guests will walk and 
dine in total darkness to 
experience the same 
challenges faced every 
day by blind and visually 
impaired persons. SWAT 
teams of the Marion 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
and Ocala Police De-
part¬ment will escort 
guests into the darkness 
and serve the meals 
using night vision gog-
gles. 

For more information, 
please contact Florida 
Center for the Blind, 
1411 Ne 22nd Ave. Ocala; 
call 352-873-4700; email 
ad¬ministrator@flblind.
org; or visit online at 
www.flblind.org.

War of the Worlds
War of the Worlds, Fri-

day, Oct. 26. An enhanced 
readers’ theater experi-
ence. Welcome gathering 
at 7 p.m. Event begins at 
7:30 p.m.

Celebrating the 80th 
anniversary of this mas-
terpiece’s radio debut, 
the Art Center Theatre is 
pleased to bring this 
time-honored classic to 

its stage with our own 
twist.

Admission to this fund-
raising event is free. 
There will also be raffles, 
beverages and baked 
goods available for pur-
chase, and Art Center 
Staff to accept your 
tax-deductible donation 
and issue receipts. 

Art Center of Citrus 
County, 2644 N Annapolis 
Ave. Hernando, FL 
34442. For more informa-
tion, please call 352-746-
7606 or go to website 
artcenterofcitruscounty.
org

Oak Trace Yard Sale
Oak Trace is having its 

semiannual yard sale 
Friday, Oct. 26, and Sat-
urday, Oct. 27, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Oak Trace is located 
off SW Hwy 200 on 103rd 
St. Road Look for signs.

Saturday, Oct. 27
Audubon Society 

membership
Marion Audubon Soci-

ety will have a member-
ship program about 
Marion Audubon com-
munity involvement Sat-
urday, Oct. 27, from 10:30 
– 11:30 a.m. in the Main 
Marion County Public Li-
brary, 2720 E Silver 
Springs Blvd., Ocala, FL 
34470.

Join us and learn about 
what Marion Audubon is 
doing for the community 
and meet the new board 
members. Bring ideas of 
activities you would like 
to see us do and what 
committee on which you 
want to volunteer. Guest 
speaker Judy Greenberg 
will talk about the up-
coming Christmas Bird 
Count.

There will be snacks 
and refreshments. Mar-
ion Audubon Society is a 
501c3 organization and 
donations are welcome. 
For more information, 
please visit www.marion-
countyaudubon.com or 
like us on Facebook at 
“Marion Audubon Soci-
ety.”

Sunday, Oct. 28
Christ’s Church

If you are looking for a 
church home where 
Christ is first, you won’t 
want to miss the services 
at Christ’s Church of 
Marion County this 
week.  

Sunday, Oct. 28 – 9:30 
a.m.: We begin each 
Lord’s day with Sunday 
School classes for all 
ages at 9:30 a.m. We offer 
five adult classes on a 
variety of topics. A syn-
opsis of each class is 
available on our website.  

Sunday, Oct. 28 – 10:30 
a.m.: Our Worship Ser-
vice opens with special 
music by our Worship 
Choir. Our praise time 
includes a blend of fa-
miliar hymns of the 
church as well as con-
temporary praise songs 
with a full praise band. 
Pastor David Bellows 
will present a message 
of inspiration. Special 
guest missionary in the 
service will be Roger 
Munchian of “Rescued 
Not Arrested” Prison 

Ministry.
Monday, Oct. 29: Mon-

day evening the men 
come together at 6:30 
p.m. for a Bible Study in 
the book of Galatians.  

Tuesday, Oct. 30: 
Women who are inter-
ested in crafts meet 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 
to work on group and in-
dividual projects.

Wednesday, Oct. 31: 
Pastor Ray Westman 
leads a Small Group at 4 
p.m. The group meets in 
our main building and 
takes an in-depth look at 
the Sunday morning 
message with a video 
message by pastor David 
Bellows.

Christ’s Church of 
Marion County is located 
at 6768 SW 80th Street 
off State Road 200. For 
more information on all 
our events or for direc-
tions visit our website at 
www.ccomc.org or con-
tact the church office at 
352-861-6182. 

Crossroads Church
Common Ground min-

istry will be meeting at 
El Torreo restaurant 
Saturday, Oct. 27, at 4 
p.m. All are invited to at-
tend.

Our annual “Trunk or 
Treat” activity will be 
held Wednesday, Oct. 31, 
from 7 – 8:30 p.m. All 
children welcome and 
bring a bag to hold your 
candy.

Crossroads Church 
will be assisting the an-
nual “Walk for life” 
sponsored by the Wom-
en’s Pregnancy Center 
will be held at Wachilla 
Park Saturday, Nov. 3, at 
9 a.m. Every dollar 
raised helps to give hope 
to women and men fac-
ing an unplanned preg-
nancy and share truth 
with thousands in the 
year ahead.

Monday: Monday 
Night Bible Study at 6:30 
p.m.

Tuesday: Intercessory 
Prayer Meeting at 9 a.m.

Wednesday: Family 
Training Hour at 7 p.m. 
This includes Cross-
roads Kids, Crossroads 
Nursery and Crossroads 
Youth Ministries.

Thursday: Our Span-
ish “Estudio Biblico” at 
7 p.m.

Sunday Services: Sun-
day School, 8:30 a.m.; 
Worship Services at 9 
a.m., 11 a.m. and our 
Spanish Service at 1 
p.m. Nursery Ministry 
provided for all services.

Crossroads Church, 
8070 SW 60th Ave., south 
off SR 200. For more in-
formation, please call 
352-291-2080 or see our 
new website at www.
ourcrossroads.church 
for up to date calendar 
events.

You are invited
Come and Worship 

with Southwest Chris-
tian Church, Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. You can find 
us at 9045 SW 60th Ave. 
in Ocala. Our worship 
style is full of love, joy 
and faith, as we worship 
God in a traditional way. 

You can learn more 
about us and even view 
a sermon from our 
preaching minister 

David Campbell on our 
website at www.swchris-
tianchurch.com

Countryside 
Presbyterian

Join with Countryside 
Presbyterian, 7768 
Southwest Highway 200, 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 28, 
us to learn about “The 
Mystery of Oak Island.”

This World Archaeol-
ogy Day event will be 
presented by Dr. Ed Ten-
hor who will present on 
the big screens, photos of 
the digs on Oak Island 
over the past 222 years. 
He will show how 17 
treasure companies have 
dug into the island look-
ing for that elusive for-
tune supposedly buried 
there many centuries 
ago. 

Oak Island, 660 feet off 
the coast of Nova Scotia 
has been the site of trea-
sure hunting since 1795 
and it is still going on, 
witness the program, 
“The Mystery of Oak Is-
land” on the History 
Channel. 

On the large screens 
we will explore Oak Is-
land itself, examine the 
history, the treasure 
search, the findings thus 
far, and then take a guess 
about the answer to the 
mystery. Dr. Tenhor will 
explore with the audi-
ence eight of the possible 
sources of that treasure 
and provide the latest 
timeline and list of possi-
ble historic figures who 
could have been involved 
in the underground tun-
nels for take home. 

The public is invited to 
the monthly lecture. No 
tickets needed.

Dr. Tenor has done 
many lectures at Master 
the Possibilities and sur-
rounding area.

Fellowship Baptist 
Church

Trunk or Treat at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church: 
Sunday, Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Fun, food and 
prizes, all Free. Fellow-
ship Baptist Church is 
located in Ocala at 10500 
N U.S. Highway 27, 7 1/2 
miles west of I-75 (Exit 
354) at the junction of 
464B, across from the BP 
station. Please call 352-
629-5379 for more infor-
mation.

Tuesday, Oct. 30
Sisterhood of 

Survivors
The Sisterhood of Sur-

vivors Breast Cancer 
Support Group will be 
meeting Tuesday, Oct. 30, 
at 1 p.m. at Ocala West 
Methodist Church, 9330 
SW 105th St. Room 235 
(Chapel). Look for sign/
pink balloons once on 
church grounds. We will 
have open discussion 
1-1:30 and Lori, from All 
About You, a woman’s 
boutique for breast can-
cer, will join us at 1:30. 
Contact Donna Baisley at 
860-508-5255 for more in-
formation.

Wednesday, Oct. 31

College Road Baptist 

Church
College Road Baptist 

Church is holding a Fam-
ily Fun Festival at the 
church, 5010 SW College 
Road (SR 200) across 
from Ocala VW/Porsche 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, from 
5 p.m. until 8 p.m. Join us 
for a safe and friendly at-
mosphere where chil-
dren will have an 
opportunity to dress up 
in costumes, get an ap-
propriate amount of 
treats and snacks, be im-
pressed by seven theme 
decorated rooms and 
enjoy an entertaining 
family friendly good 
time. Event will be held 
indoors, rain or shine. 
Contact the church office 
at 352-237-5741 with in-
quiries.

Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church

Our Redeemer Lu-
theran Church will hold 
its annual Trunk or Treat 
event Oct. 31 from 6 - 8 
p.m. Candy, popcorn and 
trinkets will be offered. 
Bring the children to a 
safe place to enjoy Hal-
loween. Located at 5200 
SW College Road.

Thursday, Nov. 1  
Master The 
Possibilities

Compassion and 
Choices, Ocala Chapter 
presents “Integrated 
Health Care at the End 
of Life – What Can It 
Look Like?” from 1 - 2.30 
p.m. in Live Oak Hall. 
Register at masterthe-
possibilities.org 

Dr. Solberg, chief of the 
Division of Geriatric 
Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Florida, College of 
Medicine (UF Health 
Shands) has developed a 
program that integrates 
the care of older patients 
from the outpatient 
clinic to the hospital and 
to the Skilled Nursing 
Facility. 

He will discuss con-
cepts of care while focus-
ing on quality of life and 
assurance that the 
wishes of the patient are 
respected while provid-
ing communication in 
transitions of care and 
prompt response to 
health changes.

Friday, Nov. 2
Audubon Society

Marion Audubon Soci-
ety Nature Walk 8:30 
a.m., Friday, Nov. 2, at 
Fort King National His-
toric Landmark Park, 
3925 E Fort King St. Join 
us and learn the basics of 
North America’s fastest 
growing outdoor hobby 
“birdwatching.” All skill 
levels welcome. Meet at 
the picnic table. There 
will be a an approxi-
mately 1-mile walk. If 
you have them, bring bin-
oculars, a field guide, 
water and insect repel-
lent. Wear appropriate 
clothing and footwear. 
Marion Audubon is a 
501c3 organization. Do-
nations are welcome. 
Visit www.marioncoun-
tyaudubon.com on the in-
ternet.

Saturday, Nov. 3
Ocala Palms Bazaar
Ocala Palms Arts & 

Craft Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 3. 
Bake sale and lunches 
available for purchase.

Marion Landing 
Indoor Fall Sale

Marion Landing will 
be holding its annual 
Fall Sale Saturday, Nov. 
3, from 8 a.m. to noon in 
the Lifestyle Center.  
Jewelry, books, home-
made baked goods, 
plants, sports equipment 
and tools,  household 
items and giftware. 8601 
SW 65th Avenue Road 
(off SR200). Free admis-
sion, open to the public. 
No pets, please.

Ocala Palms Bazaar
Ocala Palms Arts & 

Craft Bazaar, Saturday, 
Nov. 3, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Bake sale and 
lunches are available for 
purchase

Yoga in Sholom Park
Saturday, Nov. 3, Yoga 

in Sholom Park. Join us 
at 9 a.m. for the last ses-
sion of the season.

For more information, 
please call Ingrid at 352-
854-7950.

Palm Cay             
Community Yard Sale

Palm Cay Community 
Yard Sale Saturday, Nov. 
3, from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 
8085 SW 106th Place, 
Ocala off SR 200. Open to 
the public. Shop for the 
holidays! In the club 
house there will be 
doughnuts and coffee for 
sale in the morning and a 
hot dog lunch will be for 
sale from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

St. John Lutheran 
Church

St John Lutheran 
Church is having its sec-
ond Arts and Crafts show 
at 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Nov. 
3, at 1915 SE Lake Weir 
Ave., Ocala, 34471. In ad-
dition to a variety of arts 
and crafts, there will be a 
bake sale, delicious 
lunch and door prizes. 
All proceeds go to the 
church, school and mis-
sions. Thank you for 
making last year’s show 
such a success. We look 
forward to seeing you 
again.

Queen of Peace 
Catholic Women

The Queen of Peace 
Council of Catholic 
Women will be sponsor-
ing an Arts & Craft Show 
Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018, in 
the Parish Hall of Queen 
of Peace Catholic 
Church. The show runs 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
will feature local artist 
show-casing their one-of-
kind art, jewelry, crafts 
and more!  Lunch will be 
available to purchase. 
Queen of Peace is lo-
cated at 6455 SW SR 200, 
Ocala.

See HAPPENINGS/Page A22



Death Café
Death Café Ocala 

meets at 2 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. in the Freedom Li-
brary, 5870 SE 95th St., 
Ocala, Monday, Nov. 5, 
and Jan. 7, 2019. For 
more information, please 
call Teddy at 352-368-
9927 or Kat at 352-557-
3075.

Tuesday, Nov. 6
Compassion and 

Choices
This workshop will de-

scribe the Life Stage 
Planning Process to en-
courage participants to 
create a personal end of 
life care plan. It will in-
clude a description of 
the complete range of 
Humane end of life care 
choices with and outside 
of medical supervision. 
We will explore the four 
major documents needed 
to express one’s end of 
life preferences with em-
phasis on personal advo-
cacy. There is a $5 supply 
fee payable to the in-
structor the day of class 
to purchase a book on 
which the series of 3 
classes is based. If two 
are from the same house-
hold, they can share the 
printed book.

Workshop style classes 
are three consecutive 
weeks on a Tuesday from 
1-3 pm in Classroom 4.  
Register at masterthe-
possibilities.org

County Growth 
Services

Marion County Growth 
Services will host a sec-
ond public meeting to 
gather input on its Evalu-
ation and Appraisal Re-
port for the county’s 
comprehensive plan at 
5:30 p.m., Nov. 6. The 
hourlong meeting will be 
held at the Freedom Pub-
lic Library, 5870 SW 95th 
St. Ocala.

 Attendees will be 
given updates about 
the EAR process as it 
relates to changes in 
state requirements, re-
sponses to public input 
gathered at the previous 
public meeting, and pro-
posed changes to the fu-
ture land use and 
transportation elements 
of our local comprehen-
sive plan.

 To learn more about 
this event, contact Mar-
ion County Growth Ser-
vices at 352-438-2683.

OaSN
The Autism Behavioral 

Education Program is a 
United Way funded pro-
gram that assists autism 
families (with an intake 
form on file completed 
after 8-1-2018 AND resid-
ing in Marion County) by 
offering a seminar that 
provides a core under-
standing of Applied Be-
havioral Analysis and 
ways that it can assist 
your child with autism 
(up to age 19) with behav-
ioral management, life & 
social skills. Child care 
for all children in your 
family is provided for 
this required seminar to 
participate in this pro-

gram.
Our next ABA Informa-

tion Seminar is Nov 3, at 
the OaSN Multi-Use Fa-
cility, 7634 SW 60th Ave-
nue, Ocala, FL 34473 
from 9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

Child care is provided. 
Registration is manda-
tory and may be done on-
line at https://www.
jotform.com/oasnopa/au-
tism-behavioral-educa-
tion-program.

For information, 
please contact Danielle 
Sanchez, program coor-
dinator, at dsanchez@
oasn.info or call 352-462-
0168 between 9 a.m. and 
3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

Friday, Nov. 9
Mental Health 

Wellness
Coming to Marion Fun-

damentals Senior Social 
Club Friday, Nov. 9, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to do 
mental wellness screen-
ings.

The National Alliance 
on Mental Illness is a na-
tional grassroots organi-
zation. NAMI Marion 
County is a local affiliate 
whose mission is to en-
sure a quality life for 
people affected by men-
tal illness. There are 
NAMI affiliates in all 
states.

Mental Wellness Now: 
Help & Hope is a pro-
gram funded by United 
Way of Marion County. 
The focus is to offer peo-
ple with limited access to 
mental health services 
an opportunity to have a 
mental wellness screen-
ing. For those people 
who score high on the 
screening, indicating a 
possible mental health 
challenge, we will have 
an LCSW with Meridian 
Behavioral Health Ser-
vices available for fur-
ther discussion via 
telehealth equipment.

It can take up to seven 
years for a person to seek 
treatment for a mental 
illness. Senior citizens 
have been documented 
to have a higher percent-
age of mental health 
challenges due to aging, 
sickness, medications, 
family isolation and 
such. We want to help.

We look forward to see-
ing you Nov. 9. For ques-
tions, please feel free to 
contact Shawnee by call-
ing 352-480-4090 or visit 
www.namiocala.org on 
the internet or in person 
at 2123 SW Highway 484, 
Ocala, FL. 34473

Country Road Quilters
Country Road Quilters 

of Ocala presents “Bright 
Country Nights, Big City 
Lights,” Nov. 9-10, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Quilt Turning and Ap-
praisals by Brenda 
Grampsas

Lecture by Molly Wad-
dell “What Catches the 
Judge’s Eye”

More than 250 quilts on 
display, vendors, oppor-
tunity quilt, silent auc-
tion, raffle baskets, 
challenge quilts, door 
prizes, boutique. Admis-
sion is $8. Our new venue 
is Circle Square Cultural 
Center, 8395 SW 80th St., 
Ocala, FL 34481. For 
more information, please 
visit www.crqocala.com

Saturday, Nov. 10
Grace Episcopal 

Bazaar
Grace Episcopal 

Church Women will be 
holding their annual ba-
zaar Saturday, Nov. 10, 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
church Parish Hall, 510 
SE Broadway Street, 
Ocala, FL. This one day 
event will offer a variety 
of crafts, jewelry, home-
made food items (baked 
goods, soups and more). 
Lunch will be served 
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. All 
proceeds from this event 
will help support local 
nonprofit missions bene-
fiting women and chil-
dren in Ocala. For more 
information please con-
tact Elaine at 352-347-
2549.

Spruce Creek Preserve 
Art and Craft Fair
Spruce Creek Preserve 

Art and Craft Fair Satur-
day, Nov. 10, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on SR 200 3 
miles west of CR 484 
(gatehouse entrance). 
Free admission and free 
craft drawing every 20 
minutes. Also, a bake 
sale and lunch is avail-
able between 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. Also raffling a 
handmade Quilt

Saddle Oak Craft Fair
Annual Craft Fair at 

Saddle Oak Club on State 
Road 200, across from 
Publix in Heath Brook 
Commons Ocala, Satur-
day, Nov. 10, from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Enjoy coffee 
and doughnuts from 8 to 
10 a.m., and soup and 
sandwiches from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., while shopping 
for handmade crafts and 
bake sale items.

Trilogy at Ocala 
Preserve

Trilogy at Ocala Pre-
serve is hosting the sec-
ond Annual Holiday 
Bazaar this year in the 
Grand Living Room at 
the Clubhouse Nov. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Free admission and free 
parking.

All items are hand-
crafted locally and in-
clude holiday items, 
jewelry, decorator 
pieces, clothing, food and 
much more. There will 
also be community 
groups providing in-
for-mation about their 
services and mission. 
The Humane Society will 
be there with very adopt-
able and lovable dogs. A 
collection box will be 
available for those who 
wish to do-nate dog or 
cat food.

After shopping relax 
with a drink and a bite to 
eat at Salted Brick.

Sheltering Hands, an 
organization that is im-
proving the lives of cats 
through humane care, 
spay/neuter, adoptions, 
education and support 
services, is our choice 
charity of this year’s Ba-
zaar.

Trilogy at Ocala Pre-
serve is located on High-
way 27 approximately 2 
miles west of Inter-state 
75. Follow the signs to 
the Clubhouse (Oak 
House).

Marion Civic Chorale

The Marion Civic Cho-
rale community chorus 
announced its 2018 Vet-
erans Day Concert se-
ries. The Chorale will 
sing traditional patriotic 
favorites as well as pres-
ent inspirational pieces 
to honor veterans. The 
dates and locations are:

— Nov. 10, Oxford As-
sembly of God, 12114 N 
US HWY 301, Oxford.

— Nov. 11, Countryside 
Presbyterian Church, 
7768 SW Highway 200, 
Ocala.

Interns from several 
Marion County high 
schools have joined the 
Chorale this year. Also 
performing are The Vil-
lages Charter School Ele-
mentary Honors Choir 
and The Villages High 
School Chamber Singers.

Concerts are free to 
the public and begin at 3 
p.m. Donations to help 
fund the Grat L. Rosazza 
music scholarship are 
greatly appreciated. New 
members are always wel-
come.

Contact President@
marionchorale.org or 
visit www.marionchorale.
org, for more informa-
tion.

Sunday, Nov. 11
Marion Chamber 

Music Society
Sunday, Nov. 11, The 

Marion Chamber Music 
Society presents Matiti-
ahu Braun and Holly 
Small, Violin and Piano 
Duo. This Orlando based 
duo will perform works 
by Mozart, Sibelius, 
Shostakovich and more. 
The concert is at 3 p.m., 
at Queen of Peace Catho-
lic Church, 6455 SW SR 
200, Ocala. MCMS con-
certs: Always Excep-
tional, Always Free. For 
more information call 
867-1340 or visit us at 
marionchambermusic.
com.

Kingdom of the Sun 
Concert

Following is the infor-
mation for the upcoming 
Kingdom of the Sun Con-
cert Sunday, Nov. 11.

Kingdom of the Sun 
Concert Band with Les 
Muncaster conducting 
presents the Seventh An-
nual

Veterans Light the 
Stars Sunday, Nov. 11, at 
6:30 p.m. at Ocala/Marion 
County Veterans’ Memo-
rial Park, 2601 SE Ft. 
King Street, Ocala. Rain 
Date is Monday, Nov. 12.

Bring family, friends, 
blankets, lawn chairs and 
join us for this very spe-
cial evening of music, 
fireworks and good old 
American spirit. 
Bleacher seating is avail-
able. For information 
please call 352-624-9291.

Saturday, Nov. 17
Interfaith 

Thanksgiving
Saturday, Nov. 17, at 3 

p.m. at First Congrega-
tional United Church of 
Christ on 7171 SW S.R. 
200 in Ocala, there will 
be an Interfaith Thanks-
giving Service with the 
Islamic Center, Temple 
Beth Shalom, Congrega-
tion Beth Israel and St.
Mark’s United Methodist 

Church. Followed by a 
multicultural dinner to-
gether. This event is open 
to the public. An RSVP 
for the dinner is neces-
sary at 352-368-9927, on 
Eventbrite or facebook.
com/OcalaCongregation-
alChurch.

Ocala Jazz Festival
The Ocala Jazz Society 

invites you to join them 
on Sunday, Nov. 18, from 
2 - 5 p.m. for their 
monthly performance of 
Swing, Big Band, Dixie-
land, 50s and all your fa-
vorites. We look forward 
to seeing you at the 
smoke free VFW Post 
4781, 9401 SW 110th 
Street, across from Oak 
Run. The band performs 
on the third Sunday of 
each month. A suggested 
donation of $5 for Hos-
pice is appreciated. For 
more information, please 
email ocalajazzsociety@
yahoo.com, or call 352-
237-0234.

Tuesday, Nov. 20
Maranatha Baptist 

Church
Mark your calendars 

for our Thanksgiving 
Concert Tuesday, Nov. 20, 
with the gospel group, 
River Jordan concert at 7 
p.m. Come and enjoy this 
wonderful group as they 
worship our Lord in 
song.

Ongoing
Kabbalat Shabbat
Holy Hour-Happy 

Hour Traditional Edition 
is the first Friday of 
every month at 7 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat is fol-
lowed by a delicious tra-
ditional themed buffet 
and cocktails including 
challah, geffilte fish, sal-
ads, chicken matzah ball 
soup and brisket. RSVP 
at www.ourchabad.org/
happyhour. 

Shabbat @ Chabad: 
every Shabbat at 10 a.m. 
followed by a delicious 
kiddish-lunch.

Torah & Tea: study the 
weekly Torah portion 
Wednesday from 7 – 8 
p.m. 

For more information, 
please contact Rabbi 
Yossi Hecht by calling 
352-330-4466 on the inter-
net at www.OurChabad.
org.

Oak Run Bridge
We have three bridge 

clubs in Oak Run, two for 
Party Bridge and one for 
Duplicate. Party Bridge 
meets at 9 a.m. Thursday 
mornings at the Island 
Club and 6 p.m. Friday at 
the Orchid Club’s Card 
Room. No partner is re-
quired. It’s only 50 cents 
per person and we have 
small prizes. Duplicate 
Bridge is played at the 
Island Club Wednesday 
evenings. Please arrive 
by 5:45 p.m. for a prompt 
start at 6 p.m. You do 
need a partner for dupli-
cate which can usually 
be arranged.

We look forward to 
having you join us. 
Please feel free to call 
Fran at 808-725-9362. 

ESL Program
The ESL program at 

College Road Baptist 
Church, 5010 SW College 
Road, meets each 
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LifeSouth Community 
Blood Centers is located 
at 1607 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd., Ocala, FL., 34470. 

For more information, 
please call 352-622-3544 
or visit the center Mon-
day, Thursday and Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; or Satur-
day and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

 Friday, Oct. 26
The Centers
3300 SW 34th Ave. 

Ocala, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 29, Hobby 

Lobby, 2400 SW College 
Road, Ocala, 11:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 30
Palm Garden of Ocala, 

2700 SW 34th St., Ocala, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 31, Pe-
terson & Smith Equine 
Hospital, 4747 SW 60th 
Ave., Ocala, 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 1, Can-
terfield of Ocala, 9589 
SW SR 200 Ocala, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 2, Deluca 
Toyota, 1719 SW College 
Road Ocala, 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 4
Gander Outdoors
3970 SW 3rd St. Ocala

HAPPENINGS
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Wednesday at 6 p.m. This 
is a weekly one-hour 
class. Students practice 
using their English 
speaking skills in an in-
formal, friendly environ-
ment. Contact ESL 
Director Janet Smith at 
352 854-6981. 

Rainbow Springs 
Artists

Artists and fine crafts-
men are sought by the 
Rainbow Springs Artist 
Cooperative located at 
20804 W. Pennsylvania 
Ave. in the heart of Dun-
nellon’s historic district. 
Once juried in to the co-
operative, artists and 
fine craftsmen will be 
able to exhibit and sell 
their work in our display 
space. We also have a 
large area for teaching 
children and/or adult art 
classes. Additional infor-
mation may be obtained 
by contacting June John-
son, Director, at 352-465-
3717.

Sisterhood of 
Survivors

The Breast Cancer 
SOS (Sisterhood of Survi-
vors) support group 
meets at Ocala West 
Methodist Church, 9330 
SW 105th Street, Rm. 235 
(chapel). 

We meet the last Tues-
day of each month at 1 
p.m. to offer a caring con-
cern to those involved 
with the battle of breast 
cancer. We will share ex-
periences, be informed 
and educated on treat-
ments and medications 
available during our 
journey with breast can-
cer. We shall overcome! 
So, come one and all to 
our meetings and share 
interesting sessions each 
month. Any questions 
please call Elsa Flescher 
at 352-209-2661.
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Gloria 570-606-7107.
Lunch at ROGC: Call 

Annmarie 237-9838.
Ethnic Lun-

cheon: Postponed until 
further notice.

Movies: Call Peg 274-
9640 for details.

Membership: Call Pa-
tricia 445-7428.

We are open to all Oak 
Run ladies. Never any 
dues; new members are 
always welcome!

Mah Jongg Club
“Say Eng Look,” Oak 

Run’s Chinese Mah 
Jongg Club

Play Rummy with 
tiles: Learn Chinese 
Mah Jongg! Oak Run 
men and women play 
the Chinese version of 
one of America’s most 
popular table games 
twice a week in the Or-
chid Club Card Room 
Thursdays 2-5 p.m. and 
Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

There are now three 
variations of this game 
you may choose to learn 
with more to come! New-
comers are always wel-
come, and lessons are 
available. Since up to 
five can play using one 
set, you need not own 
one. However, if you do 
have a Mah Jongg set, 
please bring it with you, 
but you don’t need a 
card or money to 
play. While we all enjoy 
the game, the social di-
mension is just as im-
portant, so the 
atmosphere is always 
friendly and re-
laxed. Open to all Oak 
Run residents and their 

overnight guests.

Royal Oaks Women’s 
18 Hole Golf League
On Oct. 16 only holes 

starting with “T” and 
“F” were counted. In 
Group I Marj Sibley was 
first, Noreen Dygert, 
second. In Group II Bea 
Terry was first, Chris Or-
ndorff, second. In Group 
III Sylvia Zappia was 
first, Kathy Kollar, sec-
ond.  

ROWGO welcomes all 
Oak Run Women inter-
ested in joining our 
League. Contact the Pro 
Shop at 352-861-1818.  

Singles Club Meeting
Are you interested in 

running for an office? If 
you are, call Roger Ja-
nuchowski or Flo Welsh 
to submit your name. 
Our elections will be 
held Thursday, Oct. 25, 
during our regular meet-
ing at the Orchid Club. 
Don’t forget to bring 
your donations for Inter-
faith Services.

On Saturday, Oct. 27, 
we will begin selling 
tickets for our annual 
Holiday Dinner at Stone

Creek. Once again 
ticket prices will be $25 
and $29 per person. You 
can also get a jump on 
your dues for next year 
at same time. Just be 
sure you have separate 
checks. Look for us in 
the Orchid Club Lobby 
from 8 – 10 a.m.

Tune in
Tune in to Len Te-

itler’s “Do You Remem-
ber?” narrated by Anna 
Boodee and featuring 
the Sept. 27, “Acoustic 
Jam Club-Live.” This en-
tertainment will be 

shown in two parts. 
Part one will follow 

FYI daily at 9 a.m., 1 
p.m. and 7 p.m. from Oct. 
26 to Nov. 2

Reach Out pays 

it forward
As a resident of Oak 

Run, have you utilized 
the services of Reach 
Out, Neighbors Helping

Neighbors? Have you 
ever wondered what 
happens to the stipends 
that you donate for these 
services? When you are 
driven to a medical or 
dental appointment, you 
gave your transporter 
$10, if you were going 
west of I-75 and $20 east 
of I-75. If you called 
Reach Out because you 
had an issue with your 
computer or needed a 
minor home repair, you 
gave a donation to the 
person solving that prob-
lem. Those collected 
monies are then given to 
local nonprofit organiza-
tions.

This past week a 
check for $1,000 was pre-
sented to Interfaith 
Emergency Services 
CEO Carla Grims-
ley. When Reach Out 
helps Oak Run resi-
dents, this is then payed 
forward to benefit oth-
ers. Reach Out needs 
your help to continue to 
do this.

Please consider volun-
teering your services. 
Call president David Un-
verfehrt at 618-204-9399 
for more information.

Ambassadors
Tickets for the Fall 

Harvest Time Dance on 
Nov. 17 can be pur-
chased at tomorrow’s

Pancake Breakfast 
and at the Nov. 10 Donut 
Drop in. The dance will 
be at the Palm

Grove from 7-11 p.m. 
Entertainer for this 
dance is Anthony Mone-
rio. In the spirit of the 
season, nonperishable 
food items are being col-
lected to be donated to 
the Community Food 
Bank.

The Ambassador com-
mittee is still in the pro-
cess of collecting items 
for our “Take a Chance” 
event. Chances are $1 
each and will be sold at 
the Donut Drop-In and 
Pancake Breakfast in 
November. Chance items 
will be on display during 
these ticket sales, and 
the drawing will be held 
at the Randy Riggle Nos-
talgia show Dec. 1. You 
can also purchase tick-
ets to the Randy Riggle 
Show at these events 
Nov. 10 and 17. Spend 
New Year’s Eve with 
neighbors and friends at 
the Ambassador’s an-
nual New Year’s Eve 
Party at the Palm Grove 
from 8:30 - 12:30 p.m. 
Dec. 31. A delicious 
array of appetizers will 
be served and there will 
be a Champagne Foun-
tain to toast in the Year. 
Watch this space and the 
November and Decem-
ber newsletter for fur-
ther information.

Well folks, enjoy this 
nice fall weather. Peace. 
Laura Smith csjtpq2@
gmail.com. 

———n———

RUN
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The Villages VA 
Clinic to offer drive
thru flu shot clinic
Drive-thru flu shot clinics are scheduled Saturday, 

Oct. 27, and Nov. 17 from 1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Vil-
lages Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic at 8900 SE 
165th Mulberry Lane, 32162). 

The drive-thru flu clinic is available for enrolled 
veterans only. Please ensure you have your Veteran 
Identification Card. 

In an effort to reduce the impact of the seasonal 
flu and connected illness, enrolled/eligible veterans 
may obtain a seasonal flu vaccination at all North 
Florida/South Georgia Veteran Health System facili-
ties.

Many people suffer severe consequences from the 
flu. It is very important for every veteran to get his 
or her flu shot. The flu shot is the only measure of 
protection from the influenza virus. If you have not 
had your flu shot yet for the year, ensure you receive 
one as soon as possible. 

If you received the flu shot outside of the VA or for 
more information on flu vaccine sites, please call 
the flu hotline at 1-800-324-8387, ext. 103358. Flu 
shots are also available at regularly scheduled pri-
mary care appointments.  
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Oak Run Pumpkin Tree



Members of the Bel-
leview High School In-
teract Club, a high 
school service club of 
Rotary Clubs in Marion 
County, will meet at the 
school with members of 
both the Ocala Rotary 
Club and the Belleview 
Rotary Club on the day 
designated as “World 
Polio Day” Oct. 24, and 
the 27th anniversary of 
Rotary International’s 
effort to help eradicate 
polio from the world, to 
demonstrate how easy a 
polio immunization is. 
A few drops in the 
mouth of a child is all 
that is required, and 
then the child’s index 
finger will be marked 
with a purple dye to sig-
nify they have been im-
munized.

In honor of World 
Polio Day, which is 
widely recognized Oct. 
24, the two local Rotary 
Clubs, as well as the 
Belleview High School 
Interact Club are join-
ing nearly 35,000 Ro-
tary Clubs and 1.2 
million members 
around the world as 
part of Rotary’s 27-year 
mission to eradicate 
the crippling childhood 
disease polio. 

The Ocala Rotary 
Club just raised nearly 
$3,000 in its most recent 
effort to address this 

plague. The money is 
used for vaccinations in 
Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Nigeria. 

“Our club has been 
made contributions for 
polio vaccinations 
worldwide for over 25 
years,” Ocala Rotary 
Club president Al For-
mella said. “We’ve just 
reached $3,000 this 
year as additional sup-
port.”

World Polio Day fol-
lows a succession of 
significant develop-
ments that have made 
2018 one of the most 
important years in the 
history of the polio 
eradication initiative. 
The message to world 
leaders is clear: sup-
port the final push to 
achieve eradication 
now while the goal has 
never been closer or 
face the potential con-
sequences of a new 
polio pandemic that 
could disable millions 
of children within a de-
cade. Polio is now non-
existent in every 
country in the world, 
thanks to the immuni-
zation program, except 
Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Nigeria, with a pos-
sible flareup in another 
country.

Since 1985, Rotary 
Clubs throughout the 
world have contributed 

nearly $1.2 billion and 
countless volunteer 
hours to the protection 
of more than 2 billion 
children in 122 coun-
tries. The disease re-
mains endemic in three 
countries -- Afghanistan, 
Nigeria and Pakistan − 
although other countries 
remain at risk for im-
ported cases. In order for 
a country to be classified 
as “polio free” there 
must not be a reported 
new case in the country 
for at least three years.

A highly infectious dis-
ease, polio causes paral-
ysis and is sometimes 
fatal.  As there is no cure, 
the best protection is 
prevention. For as little 
as US 60 cents worth of 
vaccine, a child can be 
protected against this 
crippling disease for life.  
After an international in-
vestment of more than 

US $9 billion, and the 
successful engagement of 
over 200 countries and 20 
million volunteers, polio 
could be the first human 
disease of the 21st cen-
tury to be eradicated.

Rotary International is 
an international service 
organization whose 
stated purpose is to bring 
together business and 
professional leaders in 
order to provide humani-
tarian services, encour-
age high ethical 
standards in all voca-
tions, and help build 
goodwill and peace in 
the world with over 
34,000 clubs and 1.2 mil-
lion members. The Ocala 
Rotary Club was founded 
May 1, 1919, is the sixth 
oldest Rotary Club in the 
State of Florida, and 
meets every Monday for 
lunch at the College of 
Central Florida. In response to Hurri-

cane Michael and the 
overwhelming generosity 
of people who want to 
help, Florida Goodwills 
have established a re-
sponse plan to bring 
much needed support 
and aide to the commu-
nities that have been di-
rectly and critically 
affected by Hurricane 
Michael.  

In order to help 
streamline the antici-
pated donations of cloth-
ing, shoes and household 
goods, the Red Cross has 
partnered with Goodwill 
Industries to accept and 
manage donated goods. 
People who would like to 
donate items can visit 
any Goodwill store or do-
nation center throughout 
Florida and designate 
their donation to Hurri-
cane Michael relief ef-
forts. The Goodwills will 
process the donations 
earmarked for Hurri-
cane Michael and pro-
vide material goods and/
or funding to those af-
fected by Hurricane Mi-
chael in the affected 
areas. In some cases, 
storm victims will re-
ceive vouchers that they 
can redeem for selected 
items in Goodwill loca-
tions throughout Florida.

While Goodwill can ac-
cept almost anything, for 
this effort we are focus-
ing on clothing, shoes, 
towels, linens and other 
household goods.  For 
Goodwill donation loca-
tions, visit www.goodwill.
org/donate-and-shop/do-
nate-stuff. If people 
would like to make mon-
etary donations to Hurri-

cane Michael relief 
efforts, please visit www.
redcross.org. 

“We are grateful to our 
donors and shoppers 
who want to help people 
whose lives were devas-
tated by this storm. This 
partnership between 
Goodwill and the Red 
Cross ensures that dona-
tions will do the most 
good for survivors of 
Hurricane Michael,” said 
Goodwill Industries-Sun-
coast President and CEO 
Deborah A. Passerini.  
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Goodwill helps 
those affected 

by Michael

Save the date and join Hospice of Marion 
County Nov. 5 at 10 a.m. as we celebrate 35 years of 
serving our community with exceptional, compas-
sionate end-of-life care. 

During this “Good Morning, Marion County” 
styled program, you’ll enjoy interactive discus-
sions with David Elliott M.D., HMC’s first medical 
director; Picky Pares, M.D. and Mery Lossada, 
M.D. as they share anecdotal stories of the past, 
along with present and future outlook. The event 
also features a mini fashion show of clothing avail-
able at the Hospice Thrift Stores, modeled by 
store volunteers, as well a small parade of pets 
that volunteer with our Pet Therapy program. 
Door prizes and light refreshments will be 
served. All the festivities will be held in The El-
liott Center, 3231 SW 34th Ave., Ocala. 

RSVP to Jessica McCune at: jmccune@hospiceofmar-
ion.com or call 352-854-5231 to reserve your seat.

“November is National Hospice and Palliative 
Care month which makes this celebration even 
more special, sharing how we have grown and im-
pacted the lives of our community over the years,” 
said Hospice of Marion County CEO Mary Ellen 
Poe.

Initially licensed as Ocala Hospice in 1983, Dr. 
Elliott was the first volunteer medical director. 
Since then, Hospice of Marion County has added 
medical directors, four of whom are board certi-
fied in Hospice and Palliative Care Medicine. The 
organization’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Lossada, 
recently earned Fellow status with the American 
Academy of Hospice and Palliative Care Medicine. 

HMC’s team of dedicated professionals serve pa-
tients wherever they call home–a private home, 
assisted living facility, nursing home or in one of 
our three hospice houses.

Hospice turns 35 Florida Senate Dis-
trict 12 candidates 
Gary McKechnie and 
Dennis Baxley debated 
at a meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Ocala 
Southwest Oct. 16. 
The Rotary Club meets 
every Tuesday at 7:45 
a.m. in room 240 of the 
Medical Plaza (Quick-
Care) building of West 
Marion Community 
Hospital. Residents, 
business owners and 
workers are invited to 
attend and learn how 
Rotarians are people 
of action.

Local Rotarians fight to end polio



reduced prices.
Whatever your 

needs, this team of 
trained professionals 
is here to help.

“I really enjoy 
what I do, because 
we make a differ-
ence here,” said 
Daisy Diaz, veterans 
services supervisor 
with the county. 
“When we find out 
what they qualify for 
and help change 
their quality of life; 
that’s the biggest joy 
of mine.”

Working with non-
profits and volun-
teers from the 
community allows 
this department to 
connect veterans 
with resources out-
side of the govern-
ment.

Veterans Services 
also has on-site 
chaplains who con-
sult veterans seeking 
mental health re-
sources.

“Many veterans are 
too proud to ask for 
help,” said Askew, a 
retired sailor. “Or 
they are afraid it may 
hinder their careers. 
But the help is there 
and can be very ef-
fective. They just 
have to reach out, so 
we can connect them 
with mental health 
professionals.”

The first step is the 
hardest; let your 
friends at Veterans 
Services do the rest. 
Give us a call at 352-
671-8422 to explore 
your benefits.
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would like to check out 
the myriad of other of-
ferings through Master 
the Possibilities, you 
can pick up one of their 
catalogs at Freedom Li-
brary or go to their 
website: www.Master-
thePossibilities.org. 

Veteran’s Club
As November 11 ap-

proaches, the day offi-
cially set aside as the 
United States public 
holiday to honor all 
who have served in all 
branches of America’s 
armed forces, Cherry-
wood’s Veteran’s Club is 
gearing up for a busy 
month. 

First, their regular 
monthly meeting will 
be held on Thursday, 
November 1, at 2 p.m. 
at the Clubhouse. Their 
guest speaker, Pat Ga-
briel from the 200 Coa-
lition, will update those 
attending the meeting 
on current construction 
projects on the SW 200 
corridor. All Cherry-
wood residents are in-
vited. 

Next, the club is plan-
ning a celebration on 
the 11th at the Club-
house beginning at 3 
p.m. to honor veterans 
and is free for all resi-
dents. Following, from 
4-7 p.m., will be a 
Happy Hour where 
hors d’oeuvres and bev-
erages, including lem-
onade, iced tea, and 
draft beer will be 
served. Tickets for the 
Happy Hour are $8 per 
person and are avail-
able through Jennifer. 

In addition, they will 
offer a Lottery Basket 
with cash and lottery 
tickets, three Chinese 
raffle baskets, and a 
50/50. 

In addition, a food 
drive will be held on 
Thursday, November 
15, at 11 a.m. when resi-
dents can leave dona-
tions of food by their 
mailboxes for pick up. 
Or if they prefer, from 
November 11-15 resi-
dents can bring do-
nated food items to the 
Clubhouse to leave in a 
designated box in the 
main hall.

All donations will go 
to Ocala’s Veterans 
Helping Veterans, a pri-
vate, non-profit organi-
zation formed in 1997 
for the purpose of as-
sisting veterans with all 
kinds of needs. Vets 
Helping Vets evaluates 
and assesses the needs 
of veterans in order to 
assist them in referrals 
to the VA and other 
agencies. They provide 
financial assistance 
when funds are avail-
able, and the program 
maintains and runs a 
scheduled transporta-
tion service to the VA 
Hospital in Gainesville.

Partially funded by 
the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, primarily 
for administrative 
costs, all other ex-
penses are funded by 
direct tax-deductible 
donations. Marion 
County Veterans Help-
ing Veterans, Inc. is lo-
cated at 1527 NE Eighth 
Ave., Ocala, Florida, 
34480. The phone num-
bers are 352-433-2320 
and 352-433-2339.

Garden Club

Garden club members 
meet once a month on 
each first Wednesday. 
Their next gathering is 
scheduled for Novem-
ber 7 at the Clubhouse 
at 10:15 a.m. Cherry-
wood residents with an 
interest in gardening of 
any kind are welcome 
to attend. Just show up 
with a beverage if you 
wish and join the oth-
ers for an hour of 
“flower talk.” 

Sunday Singles 
Dinners

All Cherrywood sin-
gles are invited to meet 
on Sundays at 3:45 p.m. 
in the Clubhouse park-
ing lot to join others for 
dinner at a local restau-
rant. The group is still 
looking for someone to 
schedule dinner loca-
tions. If interested, call 
Jennifer at the Club-
house at 352-237-1675.

Books and Baubles 
Sale

It’s not too early to 
mark your calendars 
for Freedom Public Li-
brary’s holiday books 
and baubles sale on 
Saturday, November 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
This event is hosted by 
Friends of the Library 
who will hold their next 
meeting on Monday, No-
vember 5 at 10 a.m. 
Those interested in 
joining are invited to 
attend.

Also meeting early in 
November is their book 
club, As the Page Turns. 
The book discussed on 
Tuesday, November 6, 
at 2:30 p.m. will be 
“Killers of the Flower 
Moon” by David Grann. 

Everyone is welcome.

Early Voting 
Continues

Freedom Library will 
hold 2018 general elec-
tion early voting for 
registered voters 
through Saturday, No-
vember 3, from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 

You Ready?
As relief efforts con-

tinue in Florida’s pan-
handle, we are still not 
out of the woods when 
it comes to the possibil-
ities of hurricanes in 
our area. From now 
through the end of No-
vember, when the offi-
cial hurricane season 
ends, the threat is ever 
present. While we do 
not need to live in fear, 
we do need to be pre-
pared, as we have sug-
gested for weeks. I 
recently stumbled upon 
a couple more tips to 
consider for disaster 
preparedness. 

There is a distinct 
possibility that if a 
storm hits our area, we 
may be required to wait 
in line for various com-
modities. That could 
pose a problem for 
those of us who find it 
hard to stand for long 
periods of time. In that 
case, we need to be 
able to let a responder 
or relief worker know 
we cannot wait in long 
lines for items like 
water, food, or other as-
sistance. We are en-
couraged to practice 
how to explain clearly 
and briefly why we 
need help. We may even 
want to write the expla-
nation ahead of time 
and have it ready to 

share.
Do you have a disabil-

ity and use power-de-
pendent equipment? If 
so, you are eligible for 
“priority reconnection 
service” through our 
utility company. To get 
placed on their priority 
reconnection list, con-
tact SECO for more in-
formation. Their 
number to call is 352-
793-3801. 

Parting Words
Quotes to ponder and 

perhaps apply by Amer-
ican financier and later 
an advisor to two presi-
dents, Bernard Baruch 
(1870-1965):

“Age is only a number, 
a cipher for the re-
cords. A man can’t re-
tire his experience. He 
must use it. Experience 
achieves more with less 
energy and time.”

“One of the secrets of 
a long and fruitful life 
is to forgive everybody 
everything every night 
before you go to bed.”

“During my eighty-
seven years I have wit-
nessed a whole 
succession of techno-
logical revolutions. But 
none of them has done 
away with the need for 
character in the indi-
vidual or the ability to 
think.”

Your comments, ques-
tions, and suggestions 
pertaining to this col-
umn will be gratefully 
received and respectfully 
considered when you 
write to me, Mary 
Busha, at: 
yourtimetowrite@

gmail.com.

LINGUIST
Continued from Page A10

———n———

BENEFITS
Continued from Page A1
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“Highwaymen” artist, 
Curtis Arnett, to speak  
The Ocala Art Group 

is hosting a lecture by 
acclaimed artist Curtis 
Arnett, one of the origi-
nal Florida Highway-
men, Wednesday, Nov. 
14, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the auditorium of the 
Appleton Museum of 
Art, 4333 E. Silver 
Springs Blvd, Ocala, FL 
34470.

Arnett is one of the 
youngest of 26 Afri-
can-American artists 
who traveled the high-
ways of I-95 and A1A de-
cades ago, who later 
became known as The 
Highwaymen. 

They sold their Flor-
ida landscape paintings 
inexpensively which 
today are widely sought 
after for their historical 
value.  

Many of these paint-

ings can be found on 
public display in banks, 
office buildings and pri-
vate homes throughout 
Florida and the United 
States. 

You won’t want to miss 
this program that will in-
clude a history of Ar-
nett’s life, his journey as 
one of the Florida High-
waymen and a demon-
stration of his art. This 
event will undoubtedly 
excite and inspire artists 
as well as art enthusiasts. 

The program is free to 
members of the Ocala 
Art Group and the Apple-
ton Museum of Art. 

If you are not a mem-
ber, you may join before 
the program. Please con-
tact Richard Woy at 352-
598-9069 or woyzus@cs.
com for more informa-
tion.

The 5th Annual Critter 
Trail 5K Walk/Run will 
be held at Silver Springs 
State Park on Saturday, 
Nov. 17, at 9:30 a.m. Run-
ner’s package pickup be-
gins at 8 a.m. The 
fundraiser is sponsored 
by the Friends of Silver 
Springs State Park, a 
501c3 nonprofit Citizen’s 
Support Organization. 
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available, please 
contact 5kfsssp@gmail.
com for details.

The race will begin at 
the Silver Springs Board-
walk and run through 
trails within the 
park. Marked trails will 
guide you through the 
race which you may 
choose to run, walk or 
stroll. A virtual runner’s 
option is offered. Chil-
dren 12 and under are 
half price. Dogs on leash 
are welcome. For Race 
details and to Register 

online, please go 
to https://runsignup.com/
Race/FL/SilverSprings/
CritterTrail5k. This is a 
fundraiser in the park 
and for the park. All 
monies stay local and 
will be used to aid the 
Silver Springs State Park 
in its mission to con-

serve, protect and en-
hance this pristine park 
and its diverse habitats 
which improves the visi-
tor’s experience. Enter 
through the Silver 
Springs Entrance, off Sil-
ver Springs Blvd (S.R. 40) 
and east of S.R. 35. The 
address is 5656 East Sil-

ver Springs Blvd, Silver 
Springs, FL 34488. 

For more information 
about the park and the 
friends, please 
visit  www.FloridaState-
Parks.org/Silver-
Springs and www.
TheFriendsofSilver-
Springs.org.

Critter Trail 5K 
Run/Walk



different direction.” And 
the program did. The fol-
lowing season the Indi-
ans went 1-9, and it has 
taken until this year for 
the team to become a 
state contender again.

The superintendent 
wisely didn’t run again 
and the Chiefland princi-
pal won the job. How-
ever, a good coach and an 
honorable man had been 
run out of town.

After that, I vowed I 
would never again vote 
for a dictatorship. The 
superintendent must be 
controlled by someone, 
not just by the voters 
every four years.

Yes, it is disturbing 
that we have one board 
member that most of us 
do not want running the 
system. But it takes three 
board members to hire 

and fire a superinten-
dent.

This is not intended to 
be a knock on Heidi 
Maier, who is a person I 
respect (I wouldn’t want 
her job). But I see all 
sorts of pitfalls in having 
an elected school boss.

The city manager runs 
Ocala, and we don’t elect 
him. The county adminis-
trator runs the county, 
and we don’t elect him. 
Why should the School 
Board be different?

I urge a vote of “yes” 
for an appointed super-
intendent Nov. 6.

Jim Clark
Ocala

nnn
The movement to 

change from an elected 
school superintendent to 
one hired by our school 
board is not a criticism of 
the current school Su-
perintendent Heidi 
Maier. It’s about an orga-
nizational structure for 
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the Marion County 
school system that will 
provide more account-
ability, more likely result 
in hiring the best quali-
fied person for the job 
and remove political dis-
tractions and campaign 
politics from our schools.

Making a change is 
hard and some people 
want to vote for the su-
perintendent. They think 
a change takes their vote 
away. But it doesn’t. Vot-
ers are still electing the 
school board that hires 
the superintendent just 
as we elect a county com-
mission that hires a 
county administrator 
based on a close exam-
ination of the appli-
cants. The citizens of 
Marion County will hold 
the school board ac-
countable for the super-
intendent it hires, the 
terms of that hire, and 
the performance of the 
superintendent.

Having the school 
board hire a superinten-
dent allows for a search 
locally, around the state, 
and nationwide for the 
best qualified candi-
dates. Depending on an 
elected superintendent 
being qualified for the 
job is taking a huge gam-
ble with the future of 
our children. You are 
just hoping someone lo-
cally has the qualifica-
tions to do the job. You 
can have someone 
elected in a popularity 
contest who has never 
led and/or managed a 
half-billion dollar a year 
business.

Some voters see the 
higher salary as a rea-
son to vote against an 
appointed superinten-
dent. But the school sys-
tem can lose more 
money than the salary 
difference if an elected 
superintendent fails to 
perform because Marion 

County is stuck with that 
superintendent until the 
next election and this 
can go on for several 
election cycles. 

You can never manage 
your way out of a crisis 
without vision. Let’s 
show we have some of 
that vision by voting 
“Yes” on “Referendum 
on Appointed Superin-
tendent” at the bottom of 
our ballots.

Jane Moerlie 
Ocala

nnn

Free
I can find a cardboard 

box, and living in Flor-
ida, I’m sure I can find 
some limestone rocks to 
put in it all for free, al-
though it would have no 
value. I am 83 years old, 
and when I was young, I 
got a job that paid 35 
cents an hour, but that 
was OK! I could buy a 

milkshake for 20 cents, 
an ice cream sundae 
with all the fixings for 25 
cents. A high salary was 
$5,000 a year. A brand-
new car was about $2.500 
and a house could cost 
about $40,000. Then the 
politicians and union 
bosses said, “Vote for me 
and I will get you a pay 
raise” (of course with 
someone else’s money). 
You got the raise, but ev-
erything went up more 
than what you received. 
This continued through-
out the years until we got 
to where we are today. 
Now we have someone 
running for Governor of 
Florida that is going to 
GIVE us FREE health 
care. If you believe that, 
you are as dumb as that 
FREE box of rocks we 
started off with.      

Jack Koehler
Dunnellon

———n———
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them, but use your imagi-
nation. Even Hillary 
Clinton, who personified 
her party’s inner sancti-
mony when she ran for 
president, caused a few 
gasps when she declared, 
“You cannot be civil with 
a political party that 
wants to destroy what 
you stand for.” 

Some liberals probably 
got the vapors when she 
said that, but she was 
taught a bitter lesson by 

Donald Trump, who now 
occupies the White 
House, riding a crest 
through the hateful gut-
ters of his campaign and 
his dangerous presi-
dency. Hillary’s superior 
qualifications amounted 
to nothing. Time for 
Trump’s enemies to 
learn some hard lessons 
from him. 

Democrats have 
evolved from work-
ing-class champions to 
effete snobs. Too many 
don’t understand that 
cheap shots work in cam-
paigns, the kind the 

other side puts out con-
stantly in their TV ads. 
Cheap shots are expen-
sive. It costs a lot to con-
duct oppo research and 
then distort it in TV 
spots. The liberals need 
to accept that the only 
way for a candidate to set 
up shop inside the Belt-
way is to hit his or her 
opponent below the belt. 
Just like the conserva-
tives do. 

Bob Franken is an 
Emmy Award-winning 
reporter. (c) 2018 Bob 
Franken Distributed by 
King Features Syndicate.

FRANKEN
Continued from Page A8

The updated TIME story 
stated that for the second 
time in less than two years, 
Brandy Rose is planning to 
move her family to a new 
town, saying she no longer 
feels safe in Achille because 
of violent threats against her 
12-year-old transgender 
daughter, Maddie.

The TIME article stated 

that two years ago, the same 
concerns drove the family 
from Sherman, Texas, where 
Maddie experienced “hor-
rendous” school bullying 
after she transitioned. Some 
students had forced Maddie 
into the boys’ bathroom and 
taunted her to commit sui-
cide, Rose said.

Sherman, with a popula-
tion of 41,000, is about 30 
miles south of Achille.

According to TIME , the 
family moved to Achille in 

2017 to give Maddie a “fresh 
start.” Now the family is 
moving again — this time to 
Houston, seeking “a more 
open, diverse community for 
people like my daughter” — 
as Rose fears for Maddie’s 
safety in the small town 
where she became the center 
of a firestorm.

I’m just going to end on 
this: A small town of fewer 
than 500 people is not the 
place to find a fresh start if 
you’re different.

which confirmed Kava-
naugh and gives small, 
red states the same rep-
resentation as large, blue 
states, is also illegiti-
mate. Finally, the Su-
preme Court, now home 
to two Trump-appointed 
justices, is illegitimate as 
well.

That’s a lot of illegiti-
macy, all stemming from 
one lost presidential 
election. Imagine if Dem-
ocrats lose another? The 
fact is that if you believe 
an institution is legiti-
mate only if you control 
it or it works in your 
favor, you never truly be-
lieved in its legitimacy to 
begin with.

Perhaps the Demo-
cratic fever will pass if 

the party gains some 
power again, as Clinton 
suggested in her re-
marks. But it’s notable 
enough that one of our 
major parties is showing 
signs of contemplating a 
divorce from our system 
as it currently exists.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2018 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

LOWRY
Continued from Page A8

MOLEHILLS
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“All my life I've been taught how to die, but no 
one ever taught me how to grow old.”

— Billy Graham
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Dear Voters: The time 
is now to make your final 
decision about who will 
be your next School 
Board Member in Dis-
trict 4. Many of you vote 
by mail. Early Voting be-
gins Oct. 25 and extends 
to Nov. 3. The run-off be-
tween me and the long-
time incumbent of 
District 4 is Tuesday, 
Nov. 6. 

We just missed getting 
the 50 percent, plus-one 
vote needed in the Pri-
mary election to avoid 
this run off. I earned 

more than 49 percent of 
your votes. Thank you to 
all who voted for me. I 
need you one more time! 

What schools are in 
District 4? 

District 4 includes Ev-
ergreen Elementary, 
Oakcrest Elementary, 
Vanguard High School, 
Ft. King Middle School, 
Hillcrest School, where 
I’ve worked for 14 years, 
Ward-Highlands Elemen-
tary, Maplewood Ele-
mentary. District 4 also 
includes the depart-
ments of School Social 

Workers, School Psychol-
ogists and Exceptional 
Student Education (ESE) 

Think of the positive 
impact a school board 
member can have on the 
success of this very chal-
lenging District! 

I am ready. I worked 
my way up, starting as a 
teacher’s aide at North 
Marion High School. 
Then, I became a teacher 
of students with Special 
Needs (ESE) at North 
Marion. 

This is my 21st year 
working as a special 

needs educator in Mar-
ion County Public 
Schools and my 14th year 
working in District 4 at 
Hillcrest School as its 
Behavior Specialist. I’m 
in classrooms every day. 
I ride school busses. I 
meet as a team with 
school staff, parents, 
community agencies and 
other school depart-
ments to problem solve 
very difficult situations 
before things get out of 
hand so teachers can 
teach. 

I’ve seen and experi-

enced firsthand what 
works and what doesn’t 
work. It’s all about build-
ing relationships with 
schools, families and our 
community. It comes 
down to visibility, ac-
countability and commu-
nication. District 4 wants 
all the help it can get. 
They need leadership 
from their school board 
member. Our community 
deserves a school board 
member that makes bud-
get and policy decisions 
based on direct experi-
ence with the issues. And 

to me, the only way to 
provide that leadership 
is to show up, roll up my 
sleeves and get to work. 
But first, I need you to 
vote for Nancy Thrower 
for Marion County 
School Board- District 4. 

Nancy Thrower is a 
candidate for Marion 
County School Board 
District 4.

Thrower makes final pitch for school board

Broadband 
policy 

leaves rural 
areas out 

Connectivity is the de-
fining aspect of our 21st 
century economy. Ac-
cess to broadband inter-
net offers the best in 
education, health care 
and economic develop-
ment. Unfortunately for 
many, the best isn’t 
available.

More than 24 million 
Americans lack broad-
band access. This in-
cludes 31 percent of 
households in rural 
areas, but only 2 per-
cent in urban. Over, 19 
million of 25 million 
households without 
broadband are in rural 
areas. 

Old fashioned data 
collection guarantees 
this will continue. 

The Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
collects data on broad-
band service at the cen-
sus block level, of which 
there are 11,078,297. In 
rural areas, these blocks 
can stretch for hun-
dreds of square miles. 
Nationwide, 3,200 cen-
sus blocks are larger 
than the District of Co-
lumbia.

In a census block, if 
one household has ac-
cess, the entire block is 
reported as “served.” 
Providers may report an 
area as “served” if they 
could provide access 
without “an extraordi-
nary commitment of re-
sources.”

This means the num-
ber of “served” areas is 
frequently overstated. 
States are unable to ac-
curately invest resources 
in broadband develop-
ment because they are 
relying on erroneous 
data. Improving this pro-
cess is the most import-
ant step we can take to 
improve availability in 
rural areas.

We are in the midst of 
a digital revolution, and 
millions of rural Ameri-
cans are being left be-
hind. A closer look shows 
the problem isn’t always 
money – it comes back to 
policy. Now is the time 
for lawmakers to think 
innovatively and act 
swiftly to ensure rural 
America isn’t left out.

By Johnathan Hladik
Center for Rural 

Affairs
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protect against the flu, it 
may reduce the severity 
of symptoms and the risk 
of complications. Accord-

ing to the CDC, last 
year’s record-breaking 
flu season resulted in 
80,000 deaths in the 
United States, which is 
the highest number of 
deaths from the flu in 
over three decades. 

People at higher risk 
for flu-related complica-

tions include children 
less than 5, adults over 
the age of 65, people with 
compromised immune 
systems, pregnant 
women and people who 
have existing medical 
conditions, such as 
asthma and obesity. Get-
ting vaccinated if you are 

healthy helps to protect 
our most vulnerable pop-
ulations.

Visit FluFreeFlorida.
com for a flu shot loca-
ter, and visit www.flor-
idahealth.gov/floridaflu 
for more information on 
influenza and influen-
za-like illness in Florida.  

About the Florida De-
partment of Health

The department, na-
tionally accredited by 
the Public Health Ac-
creditation Board, works 
to protect, promote and 
improve the health of all 
people in Florida 
through integrated state, 

county and community 
efforts.

Follow us on Face-
book, Instagram and 
Twitter at @HealthyFla. 
For more information 
about the Florida De-
partment of Health 
please visit www.Flor-
idaHealth.gov.

FLU
Continued from Page A6

Boynton makes final pitch for school board
My name is Angie 

Boynton, Marion County 
School Board vice chair-
woman and candidate 
for School Board District 
4. I believe that my past 
and current experiences 
have prepared me to be 
your school board repre-
sentative.

The most important re-
sponsibility of school 
boards is developing and 
adopting policies, curric-
ulum and the budget, 
overseeing facilities is-
sues, adopting collective 
bargaining agreements 
and working with our 
community to improve 

student achievement
My experiences are 

certified school board 
member, Mad Dad’s fi-
nance director, chair-
woman of the Board for 
PACE Center for Girls, 
tutor and my church. My 
other experiences in-
clude Marion County Cit-
izen Academy, Ocala 
Police Citizens Academy 
and the Leadership Insti-
tute Campaign Training 
Course. 

In my capacity as for-
mer Republican Execu-
tive Committee vice 
chairwoman, Florida 
Federation Republican 

Women – Board, mem-
ber-at-large, National 
Federation of Republi-
can Women Outreach Di-
versity Committee chair, 
Marion County School 
Board Race Relations 
Task Force Alternate and 
American Red Cross Ad-
visory Board.

I represent Marion 
County on the Florida 
School Board Associa-
tion, Board of Directors, 
Finance, Advocacy, Leg-
islative and vice-chair 
Multicultural Diversity 
Committees. 

I am a member, and 
hold credentials, from 

the National Associa-
tions of Tax Profession-
als, Florida Chapter of 
NATP, National Direc-
tory of Registered Tax 
Return Preparers & Pro-
fessionals Ltd., National/
Florida Associations of 
Notary Publics, Marion 
County Republican Party 
Precinct 004, Republican 
Federated Women’s 
Ocala/Marion Club, and 
Florida First Student 
Task.

No student or adult 
should feel unsafe or un-
able to focus in school. I 
introduced several pro-
grams to reduce expul-

sions and alternative 
placement schools, with 
positive behavior modifi-
cation: School Board 
Students Programs 
(drugs and alcohol and 
dating and sexual harass-
ment).

I introduced and as-
sured several School 
Board policies, School 
Board committees (par-
ent involvement and bal-
anced scorecard) and 
audited: finance budget, 
IEP schools and em-
ployee disciplinary 
guidelines.

Florida State Assess-
ments has four schools in 

our county on the list as 
Turnaround Schools. If 
my child has a school is 
scheduled to close or 
charter, the voice says 
our children are “slow to 
learn-poverty-non-disci-
pline.”

What about creating an 
innovative new elemen-
tary school for turn-
around schools 
elementary as a sin-
gle-sex school (all girls or 
all boys)? 

It is important to pro-
vide children significant 
opportunities to receive 
a fair, equitable and 

See BOYNTON/Page A32



The Appleton Museum 
of Art, College of Central 
Florida, will host a spe-
cial event, “P.R.A.D.O. on 
the Patio,” Friday, Nov. 9, 
6-9 p.m. 

This event is held in 
combination with the ex-
hibition “La Diaspora: 
Keepers of Heritage,” on 
view through Jan. 20, fea-
turing work by members 
of Puerto Rican Arts Di-
aspora Orlando. This 
event is sponsored in 
part by Marion Cultural 

Alliance. 
Celebrate Puerto Rico 

and the arts at the Apple-
ton with live music by 
Ritmo Latino and salsa 
dancing under the stars, 
led by the College of 
Central Florida’s Salsa 
Club. The evening will 
be complemented by au-
thentic Puerto Rican 
cuisine and traditional 
Puerto Rican beverages. 
Mix, mingle, or chal-
lenge your friends to a 
round of dominoes, corn 
hole or cards. Love 
dressing up? Don’t be 
afraid to wear something 
festive!

Tickets are $20 for Ap-
pleton members and $25 
for nonmembers and are 

limited. 
Purchasing tickets in 

advance is strongly rec-
ommended. Tickets can 
be purchased online at 
www.AppletonMuseum.
org or by phone; contact 
Griselle Gonza-
lez-Vazquez at 352-291-
4455, ext. 1836. 

Owned and operated 
by the College of Central 
Florida, the Appleton 
Museum of Art is located 
at 4333 E. Silver Springs 
Blvd., Ocala, east of 
downtown on SR 40 (exit 
352 east off I-75 or exit 
268 west off I-95). Park-
ing is free. 

For more information, 
call 352-291-4455 or visit 
AppletonMuseum.org.

Janet Smith, ESL director for Col-
lege Road Baptist Church was recently 
recognized by the Florida Baptist Con-
vention in Jacksonville where she was 
presented the 2018 Lillian Isaacs 
Ladle Award. The award has been 
given annually since 2006 and is 
named in memory of Dr. Lillian Isaacs 
who pioneered literacy missions for 
Southern Baptists. Smith founded the 

College Road Baptist Church ESL pro-
gram in 2004.  At the time, Florida had 
suffered a series of hurricanes in the 
region and College Road Baptist 
Church was responding to the work-
force needs of the horse industry and 
local businesses. Approximately 950 
students from 39 countries have come 
through the doors of CRBC. The ESL 
program is now in its 15th year.
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high-quality education,  
and to close educational 
achievement gap. There 
is differences how girls 
and boys learn. 

Our students deserve 
to grow up in a society 
that takes their educa-
tion seriously and build 
their character and de-
veloping self-confidence.

I will continue to use a 
commonsense approach 
for our community with 
all issues presented to 
the Board. 

Thank you for support-
ing me.

My name is Angie 
Boynton, please vote for 
me on Nov. 6 for the Mar-
ion County School Board 
District 4.

BOYNTON
Continued from Page A31

Appleton features Puerto 
Rican artists

Marc Johnson of Florida Baptist Convention, left, Janet Smith and College Road 
Baptist Church pastor Rogney Paz. Smith was recognized by the Florida Baptist 
Convention her work in teaching English as a Second Language.

Smith recognized by Florida 
Baptist Convention

Free, local service 
helps in reviewing your 
Medicare plan options 
for 2019

Did you know that 
those with Medicare 
health and drug plans 
can make changes each 
year—things like cost, 
coverage, drug formu-
laries and which provid-
ers and pharmacies are 
in their networks? If 
you have been waiting 
to make changes to your 
Medicare Prescription 

Drug or Medicare Ad-
vantage plan, wait no 
more! The Open Enroll-
ment Period (OEP) is 
the time to make any 
necessary adjustments 
to your plan to ensure 
that you have the best 
coverage complement 
your health needs for 
2019.

SHINE is a program 
of the Florida Depart-
ment of Elder Affairs 
and is operated locally 
through Elder Options. 

Specially-trained 
SHINE counselors help 
educate and empower 
Medicare beneficiaries, 
their families, and care-
givers to understand 
their health care op-

tions so they can make 
the best decisions for 
their individual needs.

Reviewing benefits 
and evaluating health 
care options each year 
is vitally important for 

beneficiaries.  For more 
information, please call 
1-800-262-2243. 

For a listing of SHINE 
counseling sites and en-
rollment events, visit 
www.floridashine.org.

Evaluating Medicare Benefits
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ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) You enjoy the attention 
early in the week, but it might 
be a good idea to opt for some 
privacy by week’s end so that 
you can have more time to con-
sider an upcoming decision.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) You unearth some surpris-
ing facts. Now you need to con-
sider how to use them to your 
advantage. Meanwhile, it might 
be best to keep what you’ve 
learned secret for now.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) A comment by a colleague 
piques your curiosity to know 
more. Best advice: You’ll find 
people more likely to offer in-
formation if you’re discreet 
when making your inquiries.

CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) Your energy levels begin to 
rise by midweek. This allows 
you to catch up with your 
heavy workload and still have 
plenty of get-up-and-go to go 
out on the town this weekend.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
You’re probably roaring your 
head off about a perceived 
slight from a longtime critic. Ig-
nore it. That person might just 
be trying to goad you into 
doing something you might 
later regret.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) The early part of the 
week is open to spontaneity. 
Then it’s time to settle into your 
usual routine to get all your 
tasks done. A personal situation 
could require more attention 
from you.

LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) A meeting of the 
minds on a workplace project 
might well develop into some-
thing more personal for Li-
brans looking for romance. 
Aspects also are favorable for 
platonic relationships.

SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) A more-positive 
mood might be difficult to as-
sume in light of a recent prob-
lem involving the health of 
someone special. But by week’s 
end, your emotional barometer 
should start to rise.

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) Look for a 
changed attitude from a former 
adversary once he or she real-
izes you have your colleagues’ 
full support. Now you can refo-
cus your energies on that work-
place project.

CAPRICORN (December 
22 to January 19) This time, a 
difference of opinion might not 
be resolved in your favor. But 
be patient. It could all ulti-
mately work out to your advan-
tage, as new information begins 
to develop.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) A tug of war de-
velops between the artistic 
Aquarian’s creative aspect and 
his or her practical side. Best 
advice: Prioritize your schedule 
so you can give appropriate 
time to both.

PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) You could be enter-
ing a career phase awash with 
job-related demands. But avoid 
being swamped by the overflow 
and, instead, keep treading 
water as you deal with de-
mands one by one.

BORN THIS WEEK: You 
are an exceptionally loyal per-
son, and you’re respected for 
your ability to keep the secrets 
entrusted to you.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., 
Inc.
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