
NANCY KENNEDY
For the riverland news

Imagine you’re a 10-year-old 
boy walking into something 
called a children’s home.

The year before, from age 9 
to 10, you lived in eight foster 
homes — eight strange beds, 
eight unfamiliar families, eight 
new sets of house rules and 
family customs and ways of 
doing things.

But now you’re in a chil-
dren’s home, and you have your 
younger sister with you.

You’ve heard about group 
homes before, and you’re not 
sure if this place is the same 
thing.

“I was scared at first,” said 
David (not his real name). “But 
then it felt like a regular home, 
only bigger.”

After two and a half years, 
David and his sister are still at 
Covenant Children’s Home in 
Dunnellon, and for David, this 
is home. This is family — his 
family — with parents who love 
him.

“I don’t want to be adopted,” 
he said. “I’d rather stay here 
until I’m 18.”

l l l
Covenant Children’s Home 

(CCH) opened in 2009 as a 
Christian faith-based home for 
children in foster care, ages 6 
to 17.

The home can accommodate 
eight children at any one time, 
plus houseparents and any 
children they have.

Since opening, about 70 chil-
dren have called this their 

JULIE MANCINI/Riverland News
Vice chair Avis Marie Craig stands next to local businessman 
and former foster child Eddie Levin after she introduces him 
on July 19.
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Event starts 
at 3 p.m. 
at Post 58

riverland news

The Dunnellon 
Chamber & Business 
Association and the 
American Legion Post 
No. 58 will host a can-
didate forum at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, July 28, at 
the American Legion, 
10730 U.S. 41.

Candidates will have 
about 30 minutes to 
meet with the commu-
nity before they are 
each given an opportu-
nity to speak. After all 
of the candidates have 
spoken, there will be a 
brief intermission and 
then a question- 
and-answer session.

The candidates 
scheduled to appear 
include: Kathy Bryant 
and Michael Crimi, 
both of whom are Re-
publicans seeking the 
District 2 County Com-
mission seat; Eddie 
Leedy, a Republican 
vying for the District 4 
County Commission 
seat against incum-
bent Carl Zalak III, 
who will not be in at-
tendance; Donnie 
Prophet and Eric 
Ruben Cummings, 
both of whom are run-
ning for School Board 
Seat 3, which is cur-
rently held by Bobby 
James, who is not 
seeking re-election;  
Jane Moerlie and 
Nancy Thrower, who 
are seeking to unseat 
incumbent Angie 
Boynton, for School 
Board Seat 4, who will 
not be at the forum;  
Incumbent Kelly King 
as well as her opposi-
tion, Pete Anderson 
and Shelia Arnett, for 
School Board Seat 5;  
Sarah Ritterhoff  
Williams, the incum-
bent for County Court 
Judge 2;  County Court 
Judge 4 candidate 
Bryon Aven, while in-
cumbent Robert Landt 
will not attend the 
event.

 489-1767

 10710 S. US HWY. 41 • DUNNELLON  •  Just North of Walmart

 the name you can trust!

 Dr. Reynaldo Gonzalez
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JEFF BRYAN
riverland news

With the sale of the city’s 
utility system to Florida Gov-
ernmental Utility Authority 
(FGUA), the council agreed 
Monday to allow the agency to 
assume interim control of oper-

ations and management prior 
to the closing date. 

The agreement would con-
tract with FGUA to take over 
the operation and maintenance 
of the utility systems to ensure 
proper management and tech-
nical oversight, transitioning 
the employees from city em-

ployment to US Water employ-
ees beginning Aug. 13.

Since the closing is depend-
ing on clearing some title is-
sues and USDA/judicial bond 
approval or waiver, the city 
does not have a definite closing 
date, Bowne told the council in 
an email. 

“I can no longer recommend 
that we continue to oversee the 
utility the way we have been,” 
she explained. “Employees are 
in limbo and we have had sev-
eral resignations that have left 
the utility operation short of 
meter readers and repair 
techs.” 

The city will not incur any 
additional cost, per the deal.

Per the agreement:

n FGUA will provide pre-ac-
quisition utility management 
and operations to the city via a 
new interlocal agreement, 
which begins Aug. 13. Customer 
Service and Billing is excluded 
from the deal, but relief staff-
ing for two utility billing clerks 
will be provided separately by 
US Water via piggy back.
n City maintains ownership 

FGUA to assume interim control of utilities

Lightning 
decimates 

cypress tree
JEFF BRYAN

riverland news

Ed Starling wasn’t an 
hour removed from mow-
ing his neighbor’s yard 
Sunday in Rio Vista, the 
task cut short by another 
round of afternoon thun-
derstorms, when the 
81-year-old was staring out 
his window when it struck.

The “it” in this case was 
the lightning, which deci-
mated a tree in his neigh-
bor’s yard, no more than 75 
feet from where he had 
been mowing the lawn. The 
lightning strike sent 
chunks of lumber tumbling 
to the ground, even sending 
a few other pieces hurtling 
around the area.

“I’ve never seen anything 
like that in my life,” Star-
ling, 81, said about the tree 
that once stood between 80 
feet and 100 feet. “It 
brought it almost down to 
nothing. That was power-
ful.”

The strike even sent 
Starling scurrying away 
from the window.

“It was pretty bad,” he 
said, noting the strike cre-
ated a small fire that 
quickly extinguished itself 
afterward.

A week before, Starling’s 
home was hit by lightning, 
knocking out his cable tele-
vision receivers, one TV 
and his sprinkler pump 
timer.

“I lost all of it,” ex-
plained Starling, a life-long 

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
This Cypress tree was de-
stroyed by lightning Sunday 
in Rio Vista. It had stood be-
tween 80 feet and 100 feet.

Sale pending, but no closing date announced

See CONTROL/Page 9

Candidate 
forum  

Saturday

See FORUM/Page 9

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE

NANCY KENNEDY/For the Riverland News
A typical morning at Covenant Children’s Home: Kids who have been placed in foster care, as many 
as eight at a time from ages 6 to 17, gather in the kitchen while houseparent Angel Casiano cooks 
breakfast. Casiano, 27, and his wife, Rebecca, 26, have been mom and dad at the children’s home 
full-time since November 2017.

Covenant Children’s Home changing kids’ lives

See TREE/Page 9

The rain didn’t keep board 
members and guests of the Cove-
nant Children’s Home from 
breaking ground on its second 
house, the Hope House, in a cere-
mony last Thursday monring. 
The house is one of six houses the 
board members and directors 
hope to eventually build at the 
site in Citrus County just south of 
Dunnellon.

The event began with a state-
ment from Dr. Tony Oliverio, 
board chairman, who then intro-
duced Avis Marie Craig, vice 
chair. Craig introduced local busi-
nessman Eddie Levin, who spoke 
about the importance of good fos-
ter care. As a child, Levin spent a 
lot of time in foster care in New 
Orleans and was grateful for the 
stability it provided him.

“This will house six kids,” said 

Deborah Davis, director of opera-
tions at the Covenant Children’s 
Home. “Six kids is so much more 
doable,” she continued, citing that 
state guidelines are also chang-
ing. The current home currently 
can accommodate eight kids be-
tween the ages 6 to 18.

According to Gary Mock, trea-
surer on the home’s board, while 
there is enough to start the new 
home, about $200,000 more is 
needed to see it through to com-
pletion.

“We are super excited about 
the new house and very pleased 
with the good turnout today,” said 
Davis. Davis also said there is no 
timetable for completing the new 
home as it will depend on fi-
nances.

— Julie Mancini, Riverland News

Breaking ground

See BUILDING/Page 7
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 Tell Everyone 
 She Said Yes!
 The Riverland News would like to help you tell 

 everyone the great news. Use our easy online 
 form to submit your engagement announcement, 

 including a photo and we will publish it for
 all to share in your happiness.

 Visit RiverlandNews.com and 
 click the Submit News button 

 at the top of the page.
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 • LED 
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Deonath hosting 
show Saturday

JEFF BRYAN
RiveRland news

For Cote Deonath, the past 
six months have been a whole 
lot of shaking, rattling and roll-
ing as he has been traveling 
throughout most of the United 
States, keeping the legacy of 
Elvis Presley’s music, moves 
and life in the spotlight.

Now his travels will bring 
the Dunnellon-based, born and 
reared, Elvis Tribute Artist 
(ETA) closer to home, with a 
performance scheduled for 7 
p.m. Saturday at the Citrus 
County Auditorium for a brand 
new experience, fit for a king.

And in the words of Elvis 
Presley, “It’s Now or Never” 
for Deonath, who is entering 
uncharted territory for even 
himself, considering he’s per-
formed at events such as the 
Ultimate Elvis Competition in 
Memphis, Tennessee, during 
Elvis Week or the Tupelo Elvis 
Festival in Tupelo, Mississippi, 
the birthplace for the King of 
Rock ’n’ Roll. 

In his act Saturday, titled 
“Elvis: The Summer Festival,” 
the 20-year-old Deonath plans 
to recreate one of Presley’s 
most iconic performances – the 
Aug. 11, 1972, Las Vegas show, 
also dubbed ““Elvis: The Sum-
mer Festival.”

When Presley went to Vegas, 
he went a full month, Deonath 
explained, and did three shows 
a day, a matinee, evening and 
midnight show.

“He would pack out what be-
came known as ‘The Summer 
Festival,’” said Deonath, who 
secured victories in Elvis Festi-
vals in Branson, Missouri,  the 
Niagara Falls Canada ETA 
Contest and the Florida State 
Championship. “People would 
have to make reservations a 
year in advance, maybe a year-
and-a-half. No one really un-
derstood how big he was; but in 
Vegas, they did.”

So Deonath, along with Dou-
ble Trouble, an eight-piece 
tribute band from Jacksonville, 
began to formulate plans to 
re-create the Aug. 11, 1972, 
though the original festival 
began July 28, 1972.

“It’s kind of ironic, our con-

cert will be the same night he 
kicked off his time in Vegas.” 
Deonath said. “It’s a cool con-
cept that no one has had, or 
maybe touched on to re-create 
or maybe to make it come to 
life.”

So why choose a perfor-

mance almost 36 years old.
“Elvis was at his peak,” De-

onath exclaimed. “He just fin-
ished at Madison Square 
Garden, he sold out four shows 
there, when he got to Vegas. 
Elvis was definitely hitting his 
stride, his peak. He looked his 

best, sounded his best, per-
formed at his best. It was this 
year, like 1972, he was at his 
best; the glitz and glamour of 
the jumpsuits, the ‘Vegas 
Elvis.’”

And when Deonath means 
recreate the performance, it 

means the entire set list, all 26 
songs Presley crooned through-
out the two-hour show as well 
as “The Blue Swirl” jumpsuit.

“From the opening to the 
closing song, every single song 
Elvis did that night, we’re 
doing,” he said, noting Presley 
did several medleys of his 
early career hits. “It sounds 
like a lot, but in the grand 
scheme of things I think the 
crowd is going to want more of 
it.

“I think we can do it, I be-
lieve we can really pull it off 
and make it a fun event.”

In doing so, if it is successful, 
Deonath would love to see it 
become an annual event in In-
verness.

“We’d like to grow it and 
bring the full experience to In-
verness, Citrus County and the 
surrounding areas,” said Deon-
ath, who noted Presley’s con-
nection to Inverness and the 
area because of the film, “Fol-
low That Dream.”

“’Follow That Dream’ means 
the world to me, that’s the 
movie that got me into all of 
this. It’s a huge honor to be 
able to recreate one of Elvis’ 
shows and it means the world 
to me. It’s kind of like coming 
full circle; we’re brining a true 
Las Vegas headliner show to 
town.”

And while Deonath could 
have used tracks as opposed to 
a live band, having developed a 
connection with Double Trou-
ble, it made more sense be-
cause “you don’t get to feel that 
thunder, that rumble you got 
when you saw Elvis live.”. 

“They’ve been playing Elvis 
(music) for about 40 years, 
they’ve grown and changed, but 
I’ve been playing all over the 
state with them, so it just fell 
into place,” Deonath ex-
plained. “It was just there. 
You’re looking for a band that 
is really good and they kick 
butt, they go and they go hard. 
They do justice for (his) music.

“The band you can just feel it 
more, it gives it a different dy-
namic and with the artist that 
is singing, too. You can feel the 
energy in the room, it’s elec-
tric.”

Tickets are available at B&W 
Rexall Drugs, 214 U.S. 41, In-
verness, online at www.elvis-
thesummerfest.com, or at the 
door the night of the event.

Elvis Tribute Artist to rock Inverness

IF YOU GO …
n WHERE: Citrus County Auditorium, 3610 S. Florida Ave., Inverness, FL 34450.
n WHEN: 7 p.m. Saturday.
n COST: $20 per person.
n TICKETS: Are available at B&W Rexall Drugs, 214 U.S. 41, Inverness, online at www.elvisthesum-
merfest.com, or at the door the night of the event.

Special to the Riverland News
Cote Deonath, the Dunnellon-based, born and reared, Elvis Tribute Artist (ETA), will perform at 7 
p.m. Saturday at the Citrus County Auditorium for a brand new experience, fit for a king, “Elvis: The 
Summer Festival.”
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JEFF BRYAN
RiveRland news

Property owners 
eager to see a reduc-
tion in their TRIM no-
tice in the coming 
month could be in for a 
sticker shock, if the 
council opts to approve 
a budget based on the 
tentative 7 mills it ap-
proved Monday night at 
its council meeting.

Setting a tentative 
millage rate is re-
quired by state law and 
submitted to the prop-
erty tax appraiser’s of-
fice, which releases the 
TRIM Notices. During 
the September budget 
proceedings, the coun-
cil could opt to lower 
the millage rate, but 
cannot increase it.

In June, the council 
previewed a pair of 
budget proposals, each 
one set at 6.5 and 6 
mills, respectively. In 
Fiscal Year 2017-18, 
city officials adopted a 
budget based on 6.5 
mills, allowing the city 
to collect $929,085 in ad 
valorem taxes. To col-
lect the same amount 
of ad valorem taxes, 
the council would have 
to approve a budget 
based 6.2591 mills, the 
rollback rate.
n If the city adopts a 

budget based on 7 
mills, the city would 
collect, $1,047,927, 
$110,916 last year for 
an increase of 11.84 
percent.
n If the city adopts a 

budget based on 6.5 
mills, the city would 
collect $973,075 or 
$36,064 more than last 
year, for a 3.85 percent 
increase.
n If the city adopts a 

budget based on 6 
mills, the city would 
collect $898,223, a loss 
of $38,788, or a de-
crease of 4.14 percent.

Overall, the general 
fund budget is tenta-
tively projected at 
$3.208 million.

In addition to the 
millage rates, property 
owners will continue to 
pay their annual fire 
assessment, and begin-
ning this fiscal year, 
the county’s 0.77 mill-
age rate for medical 
services will begin.

The city has sched-
uled its first budget 
hearing for 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 12, and 
its final hearing will be 
at 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 24.

For more coverage of 
Monday’s council meet-
ing, see the Aug. 2 edi-
tion of the Riverland 
News.

Council sets 
tentative 

millage rate

Two injured in wreck

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Remains of a bumper from a red Honda Civic lay in a grassy area along Southwest 102nd Street 
Road and U.S. 41 last Thursday as law enforcement officials investigated a two-vehicle wreck. In 
the back is a Chevrolet pickup truck that flipped, sending 26-year-old Jamie Brantley, of Inver-
ness, and his passenger, 31-year-old Jonathan Slaughter, of Dunnellon, to an area hospital.

BUSTER THOMPSON
FoR the RiveRland news

An Inverness man and his 
Dunnellon passenger were in-
jured last Thursday morning 
when a car struck their 
pickup truck at a Marion 
County intersection.

A little before 7 a.m., 
31-year-old Allison Pauline 
Costa, of Dunnellon, was driv-
ing a red Honda Civic on 
Southwest 102nd Street Road 
and stopped at the stop sign 
at the intersection with U.S. 

41, according to the Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP).

At the same time, 26-year-
old Jamie Brantley, of Inver-
ness, and his passenger, 
31-year-old Jonathan Slaugh-
ter, of Dunnellon, were travel-
ing southbound on U.S. 41 in 
a green Chevrolet pickup 
truck, approaching the inter-
section with Southwest 102nd 
Street Road.

While Brantley’s truck was 
passing through the intersec-
tion, Costa tried to turn onto 
the northbound lanes of U.S. 

41 but collided with the right 
side of the pickup truck, 
which overturned onto the 
southbound lanes of U.S. 41, 
according to FHP.

Brantley and Slaughter, 
who were both wearing seat-
belts, were transported to 
Ocala Regional Medical Cen-
ter with serious injuries. 
Costa, who was also wearing a 
seatbelt, wasn’t injured. 

FHP cited Costa with fail-
ing to yield. Alcohol is not 
considered a factor in the 
crash.

special to the RiveRland news

The Marion County Sheriff ’s 
Office Citizens Academy and 
Partnership (CAP) program, a 
free 13-week educational 

course about the operations of 
the Sheriff ’s Office, is currently 
accepting applications for 
classes beginning in September 
2018. 

Each week will focus on a dif-

ferent aspect of the agency, per-
sonnel, equipment, policies, 
and procedures.

* Marion County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice Multi-Purpose Room (692 
N.W. 30th Ave, Ocala) will host a 

class from 6 to 8:30 pm. Tues-
days beginning Sept. 18. This 
class is open to the public.

To apply for this program, 
visit the Marion County Sher-
iff ’s Office website at www.mar-

ionso.com to fill out an 
application. 

For questions or information, 
contact Caitlin Rath, volunteer 
coordinator, at crath@mari-
onso.com or call 352-369-6849. 

Registration open for September CAP classes
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Duke gas plant  
will generate  
power soon

If all goes according to 
plan, electric power 
from the Duke gas-

fired plant north of Crys-
tal River will begin 
supplying the Florida grid 
when the first unit goes 
into service in October. It 
will be followed in De-
cember by the second 
unit. Each unit has a gen-
erating capacity of 820 
megawatts.

As the gas plant goes 
into service, Duke plans 
to close the two oldest 
coal burning plants on the 
Crystal River site. The two 
newer coal plants on the 
site will continue operat-
ing.

Completion of this plant 
will add 1,640 megawatts 
of electric generating ca-
pacity to Duke’s Florida 
power system, far more 
than offsetting the loss of 
the two older coal plants, 
which have a combined 
generating capacity of 780 
megawatts.

Coincidentally, these 
two gas plants will almost 
exactly offset the two clos-
ing coal plants and the 
earlier closed nuclear 
generating plant. The 
combined output of these 
three plants was 1,640 
megawatts, or precisely 
the output of the two gas 
units now nearing con-
struction.

According to the Flor-
ida Public Service Com-
mission, the 1,640 
megawatts produced by 
the new gas fired plant is 
enough energy to power 
approximately 110,000 
residences

Combined with the gen-
erating capacity of the two 
newer coal-burning plants 
on the site, once the new 
gas plant is in service, the 
combined output of the 
units on the Crystal River 
site will put the site 
among the largest 10 gen-
erating sites in the coun-
try

As the plants near com-
pletion, the workforce re-
quired for construction is 
trending down. There are 
approximately 1,800 work-
ers currently on site, 
down from the peak of 
2,800, but still a sizeable 
construction force.

The plant’s workforce 
has been a major eco-
nomic shot in the arm for 

the western side of the 
county, where workers 
have rented living space, 
bought groceries, and pa-
tronized stores and 
restaurants.

There will be about 50 
to 75 permanent employ-
ees on the site to operate 
the gas plant, which is ap-
proximately the number 
of employees that now op-
erate the plants being 
closed, so the net number 
of employees will not sub-
stantially increase.

After construction is 
complete, about 200 con-
struction workers will still 
be on site through 2019 
completing work associ-
ated with such a large 
project, such as disman-
tling construction trailers, 
completing fencing, pav-
ing roads and working 
with performance testing.

The gas fired plants rep-
resent some of the latest 
technology in fossil-fueled 
power generation, emit-
ting substantially fewer 
pollutants than coal 
plants. According to Duke, 
the new plant will cut 
emission of sulfur and ni-
trogen oxides, two air pol-
lutants, by approximately 
90 percent compared with 
the two plants they are re-
placing. The two remain-
ing coal-burning plants 
have scrubbers, which 
substantially reduce emis-
sion of these gases.

While the plant is a 
more efficient generator 
of electricity than the 
units it replaces, the cost 
of the facility will in-
crease electric rates. In an 
order issued earlier this 
month, the state Public 
Service Commission ap-
proved cost recovery for 
the power plant.

When the first unit goes 
into service, residential 
customers will see a $3.69 
per 1,000 kilowatts rate in-
crease. When the second 
unit goes into service, 
rates will increase by an 
additional $2.30 per 1,000 
kilowatt hours.

Since the plant con-
struction started over two 
years ago, the major eco-
nomic impact of the plant 
on the county was the 
number of jobs construc-
tion provided.

— Citrus County  
Chronicle
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Educator, business owner  
seeks seat on school board
Editor’s Note: The Riverland 

News is giving each candidate in 
the Primary Election the opportu-
nity to present their election plat-
form. School Board member Nancy 
Thrower will square off against 
Angie Boynton and Jane Moerlie 
for School Board Seat District 4.

Dear voter: My name is 
Nancy Thrower 
and I’ve lived in 

Marion County for 28 
years. I’m an educator, 
small business owner 
and community volun-
teer. I’m running for the 
District 4 School Board 
seat. The other two can-
didates in this race are 
long-term incumbent, 
Angie Boynton, and Jane Moer-
lie.

My parents just celebrated 
their 59th wedding anniver-
sary! My father is a veteran 
and my sister and I were both 
born on F.E. Warren Air Force 
Base in Cheyenne, Wyo. My 
husband, Fred, and I are very 
proud of our three boys, who 
are all successful graduates of 
Marion County Public Schools.

I’m a passionate problem 
solver and you can count on me 
to be proactive. I was the first 
and only candidate in this race 
to qualify by petition card pro-
cess rather than paying more 

than $1,000 to get my name put 
on the ballot. I was also the 
first to officially qualify to 
have my name placed on the 
ballot. I like to save money and 
get things done!

I earned my bachelor’s de-
gree from Lake Erie College 
and graduate certificate in Ap-
plied Behavior Analysis from 

Penn State. I enjoy at-
tending and presenting 
at education, parent 
support and business 
related conferences 
and symposiums.

I worked my way up 
the old-fashioned way. 

First, as a classroom 
aide, vocational train-
ing assistant, then a 

high school teacher of special 
needs students, a district staff-
ing specialist and for the past 
14 years, a district behavior 
specialist. I work directly with 
parents, students, teachers, ad-
ministrators, other districts 
and agencies across the state. 
I’ve been to Tallahassee and 
Washington, D.C., several times 
to lobby on behalf of strength-
ening public education.

I was raised with a waste not, 
want not mentality and work 
ethic. I understand the com-
plexity of the education budget 
and I will continue to advocate 
for more local control of our 

education dollars.
I’m strong on discipline, citi-

zenship, vocational training 
and academic results. I’ve vol-
unteered to serve on the Code 
of Student Conduct Committee 
for several years.

Owning and managing a 
small residential real estate 
business makes me understand 
that local businesses want and 
need high school graduates 
that are ready for the work 
force, as college is not the only 
path to a successful life.

I love working with and sup-
porting Marion Therapeutic 
Riding Association (MTRA), 
The Agency for Persons with 
Disabilities, Transitions Life 
Center (TLC) and the Guardian 
Ad Litem Programs to help and 
protect our most vulnerable 
Marion County children.

Thank you for your support 
and you can count on me to 
continue to be visible, account-
able and communicative. After 
all, it’s about our kids, our fam-
ilies and our community.

I respectfully ask for your 
vote Tuesday, Aug. 28, or vote 
early, Aug. 18 to Aug. 24.  I’m 
very excited for the opportu-
nity to serve as your School 
Board representative!

Nancy Thrower candidate for 
Marion County School Board 
District 4.

GUEST COLUMNOTHER VOICES

Some heroes wear scuba gear
By now, I’m sure everyone 

has seen the video of the 
dynamic cave rescue of 

the 12 boys and their coach 
from the soccer team in 
Thailand. It was noth-
ing short of amazing. I 
don’t know about you, 
but the video gave me 
such anxiety. I could 
only imagine what they 
were going through. 
From beginning to end, 
it was every parent’s 
worst nightmare. 

The only thing I could really 
compare it to was the rescue of 
baby Jessica in 1987 when she 
fell into a well in her aunt’s 
backyard. Back then, we had 
no Internet or videos, so we all 
sat glued to our television sets 
and waited for whatever foot-
age they could provide. I re-
member cheering when she 
emerged from the hole in the 
ground. I cheered this time, 
too. 

I guess this excursion started 
out quite innocently, as most 
do. According to latestnewsnet-
work.com, the boys, ranging in 
age from 11 to 16, and their 
coach, 25, set out to explore the 
Tham Luang Nang Non cave 
system June 23 after going on a 
picnic following soccer prac-
tice. Heavy rain flooded a 
stream to the entrance of the 
cave, trapping the group, 
where they remained missing 
for nine days before they were 
found huddled inside the dark 

cave and surviving by drinking 
water dripping off the walls. 
Only planning on being gone 
for about an hour, the boys had 

brought no food. In fact, 
one of the boys, who 
turned 13 while in the 
hole, says he dreamed 
of fried chicken. Divers 
finally located them 
July 2, allowing emer-
gency crews to send 
them food and supplies.

The rescue operation 
became more urgent as 

heavy rainfall was on the way, 
and the flooding was set to get 
worse in the coming days. The 
extremely dangerous journey 
out of the caves had already re-
sulted in a former Thai Navy 
diver dying earlier in the week. 
Petty Officer Saman Gunan 
was providing oxygen tanks for 
the group when he lost con-
sciousness and could not be re-
vived. For more than a week, 
officials pumped millions of 
gallons of water out of the 
cave, trying to combat more 
heavy rains. They also had the 
worry of dwindling oxygen lev-
els.

The new operation included 
stashing tanks of air on the 
long route to safety, a process 
that took hours to set up be-
tween rescue missions. The 
first part of their journey was 
the toughest, involving long pe-
riods underwater to get 
through the narrow passages. 
The group had to do a mixture 

of walking, wading, climbing 
and diving to exit the cave. The 
children had never used diving 
equipment before and some 
had their first swimming les-
son while they were inside the 
cave.

An elite team of Thai Navy 
SEALs and British rescue div-
ers extracted the team from 
the darkness, where they had 
spent the last two weeks, 
through a labyrinth of tight 
passages. The operation moved 
quickly, raising hopes that all 
12 boys and their adult coach 
from the Wild Boars soccer 
team would be at the surface 
by the end of the week. “We are 
not sure if this is a miracle, a 
science, or what. All the Wild 
Boars are now out of the cave,” 
stated a member of the SEALs 
team.

One-by-one, the boys had to 
be sedated and carried to am-
bulances that whisked them to 
evacuation helicopters and fi-
nally, on to the hospital. Now, 
they are all home. 

Also emerging from the cave 
was a doctor who had treated 
the 13 stranded people after 
they were found last Monday, 
and several navy SEAL divers 
who helped to carry out the 
complicated and precarious 
rescue operation. Dr. Richard 
Harris, an Australian anesthe-
tist who is also well-known as 
an expert cave diver, had been 
helping to treat the boys and 
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Some folks need  
to get a life

I moved to Rainbow 
Springs 6 and a half 
years ago when it was 
peaceful, pleasant, quiet, 
with friendly residents 
and laid-back lifestyle. 
During the past few 
years, I’ve watched the 
sad turn of events that 
made it far from the se-
rene community into 
which I moved. 

Several events con-
spired to precipitate my 
recent decision to relo-
cate just far enough away 
to be out of the mess it’s 
become and close enough 
to maintain my very good 
friendships and volun-

teer activities. 
I don’t need to reprise 

the controversy that has 
surrounded the commu-
nity during the last few 
years, since this current 
administration “took 
over” the POA Board of 
Directors. It’s been ap-
parent to anyone who 
reads the Riverland 
News, speaks with any-
one in and around Rain-
bow Springs, or spends 
any time at all on social 
media.

I was among those out-
spoken opponents of the 
recent decision to enter 
into an agreement to ren-
ovate the defunct club-
house. I won’t review 

See JERSEY/Page 5



RiveRland news
Thursday, July 26, 2018 | Page 5

 000U6J5

 SUNDAY: BEST BREAKFAST  &  LUNCH IN TOWN
 DOWN HOME COUNTRY BREAKFAST –  Served 6am-4pm  Mon.-Sat., 7am-3pm Sun.

                                                               FROM  3  EGG   SPECIALTY   OMELETTES   TO   DELICIOUS   PANCAKES   AND   BELGIAN   WAFFLES

 YOU TRIED THE REST,
 NOW TRY THE BEST!

 Prime Rib
 FOR TWO

 SLOW ROASTED

 $ 26 95

 Former Owners of 
 Spiced Apple in Fort Lauderdale

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
 Mon. thru Thurs. 6am-8pm 

 Fri. thru Sat. 6am - 9pm • Sun. 7am-3pm

 Salad or Soup,
 Veggies & 
 Cornbread

 7947 West Hwy. 40   237-1250
 Catering Available

 N.W. 80th Ave.

 N.W. 60th Ave.
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 SERVED EVERY DAY & NIGHT 11AM-CLOSE. ENGLISH CUT 
 ONLY. LARGER CUTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR AN
         UPCHARGE. CANNOT USE COUPON WITH 

                        THIS OFFER. DINE-IN ONLY.

 SOUTHERN STYLE 
 COOKING

 Famous Blue Plate Specials
 Monday:  Crossroad Chicken
 Tuesday:  Salisbury Steak
 Wednesday:  Italian
 Thursday:  Jumbo Pork Chop

 LUNCH
 1 side, soup or salad

 $ 8 95

 DINNER
 2 sides, soup or salad

 $ 9 95

 C OME   CHECK   OUT   OUR   OTHER   DAILY   SPECIALS !
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 Out on 
 the Town

 To enter, visit www.riverlandnews.com/contest
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 Your Hometown
 Funeral Home

 Still  owned and operated by the Roberts Family,
 continuing four generations of service to
 Marion and surrounding communities.

 Patty & Kevin Roberts-Owners

 Roberts Funeral Home of Dunnellon, LLC
 19939 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432

 www.robertsofdunnellon.com
 352-489-2429
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those reasons since it’s 
probably already pretty 
evident to most readers 
of this letter what they 
were. I did notice, how-
ever, that the acrimony 
that developed over the 
four — count ’em — four 
attempts to reprise that 
boondoggle resulted in 
a cadre of mean-spirited 
proponents who have 
stooped to levels I hav-
en’t seen since elemen-
tary school. 

Acquaintances of 
mine sharing my point 
of view have been ver-
bally assaulted, publicly 
maligned and even shot 
the proverbial finger in 
public by people they 
once considered, at the 
very least, friendly. I 
was maligned until I 
threatened to sue one of 
the offenders for slan-
der. But it became clear 
to many of us that any-
one who wrote a dis-
senting opinion on the 
so-called “community 
network” was at risk of 
vilification, insults, and 
deleted comments. 

Most recently, a dozen 
or so residents asking to 
review the ballots, 
which they have the 
right to do, were 
“outed” by Hugh 
Lochrane and his syn-
chophants with their 
names, addresses and 
phone numbers publicly 
posted on that same net-
work! That was a clearly 
gestapo-like attempt at 
intimidation.

But it took the cake 
when I learned that Mr. 
Lochrane, barely one 
day after I closed on my 
home, instructed a rep-
resentative of the CPA 
firm counting the votes 
to make sure my single 
vote was eliminated 
from the ballots, citing 
me personally, and al-
most as an afterthought, 
also instructing her to 
eliminate any other 
votes by recent sellers 
as well.

I am bemused that Mr. 
Lochrane was appar-
ently so threatened and 
angry by my public pos-
ture on this issue that 
he would immediately 
seek the opportunity to 
eliminate my one vote. 

Mr. Lochrane isn’t 
used to having his au-
thority or opinion chal-
lenged, no doubt the 
result of his years in a 
career where people 
were told what to do, 
when, where and how, 
and threatened with in-
subordination if they 
didn’t comply. Welcome 

back to the Real World, 
Hugh.

While I consider this 
silliness a back-handed 
complement, I had no 
idea that my opinion, 
and vote, was so import-
ant that some would ob-
viously be watching my 
every move, and pounce 
upon the opportunity to 
“delete” me, yet again, 
barely one day after I 
sold my home (which, by 
the way, was sold by an 
Ocala realtor in less 
than three weeks at a 
double-digit increase of 
my purchase price, ne-
gating the fear-mongers 
who claimed the de-
funct-golf course was 
hurting property val-
ues). 

I’m now in residence 
in a nearby town in a 
lovely, quiet neighbor-
hood with no POA/HOA. 
But although I may have 
moved, I haven’t “gone 
away.” I have many 
friends and volunteer 
activities in the Dunnel-
lon area, and don’t in-
tend to let those go. I’ve 
relocated, but I haven’t 
“left.” And it’s delight-
ful. 

Dunnellon is a terrific 
little town, even if Rain-
bow Springs has been 
spoiled for many of us.  

Some folks in RS re-
ally need to get a life. 
Give up the attempt to 
control the things and 
people you don’t care 
for because they don’t 
bow to your command. 
Lighten up. You’ll live a 
lot longer and happier if 
you do.

Hopefully, the good 
residents of Rainbow 
Springs will step up to 
the plate and elect some 
new POA BOD members 
who truly do represent 
them.  Some of the cur-
rent ones really, really 
need to go.

Kathryn Taubert, 
Formerly of  

Rainbow Springs

Truth versus  
alternate facts

In Lisa Schlei’s letter, 
she attempted to justify 
separating children at 
the boarder by falsely 
claiming it was an 
Obama era policy. She 
also believes that it was 
not made public until 
Trump exercised his au-
thority to do so, insinu-
ating it was purely 
political. 

Let me explain just 
how wrong those as-
sumptions are. 

First, Under Obama, 
children were separated 
from the adults only in 
cases where the family 
relationship could not 
be established, when 

child trafficking was 
suspected or there was 
not sufficient family de-
tention facilities avail-
able. In the latter case, 
it was customary to re-
lease the families with 
ankle bracelets.

The Obama adminis-
tration faced a surge of 
children crossing the 
boarder in 2014. Cecilia 
Munoz, Obama’s Domes-
tic Policy Council chief, 
told the N.Y. Times that 
“a multi-agency team 
was considering every 
possible idea, including 
separating families. In 
less than 5 minutes they 
concluded that was a 
bad idea.” Monuz said, 
“The morality of it was 
clear, that is not who we 
are.” Let that fact sink 
in.

It is the zero-tolerance 
policy instituted by Jeff 
Sessions and Trump 
that made separation, a 
policy used across the 
board. The resulting 
2,342 separations, be-
tween May 5 and June 9, 
ignited the uproar. 
Claiming any similari-
ties between Trump ver-
sus Obama era policies 
is total fabrication.

That explains why 
separating children was 
not an election issue, 
because it was not an 
issue until Trump made 
it so. And no, it has noth-
ing to do with any 
trumped up email scan-
dal either. 

Ms. Schlei further in-
serted that, it is the 
Democrats that “fight 
for the right to kill un-
born children.” That 
false battle cry is getting 
very annoying to say the 
least. Everyone, by now, 
realizes the abortion 
laws, in effect in this 
country, are from Re-
publican lawmakers, not 
Democrat.

While it is accepted 
that liberals are more 

supportive of woman’s 
rights than conserva-
tives, it is clear that in 
both parties, abortion 
rights are supported by 
the majority of women. 
Nobody likes abortion, 
period. It is a horrible 
option, but it is the law, 
and for several good 
reasons.

An estimated 68,000 
women die every year 
from back alley abor-
tions. If Roe v Wade gets 
overturned, abortions 
will not diminish to any 
appreciative degree, 
just will return to the 
clandestine horror show 
it was before medically 
assisted abortions was 
made legal.

The assertion that any 
asylum seekers are 
breaking the law be-
cause they do not cross 
at prescribed boarder 
points is also not true. 
By the rules set forth 
under the Geneva Con-
vention, of which the 
United States is a signa-
ture member, it clearly 
states we “cannot im-
pose penalties on refu-
gees who entered 
illegally in search of 
asylum.” (Article 31) 

Fox News has to share 
the blame for so many 
good people being so 
sadly misinformed. Ev-
eryone of these false 
talking points has been 
told over and over by 
that “fake news” organi-
zation and Donald 
Trump. Let the truth 
ring out.

To Steven Schlei, So-
cialism does not “repre-
sent a war on God and 
truth.” Done correctly 
with moderation, it is 
the enactment of the 
word of God told to us by 
Jesus. Your expressed 
view of socialism more 
closely depicts commu-
nism.

B. Charles Williams, 
Dunnellon

LETTERS
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ensure their safe re-
moval. Harris remained 
in the cave after the last 
boy left on Tuesday.

I was watching the 
“Today Show” the fol-
lowing morning as the 
humble British divers 
denied being heroes and 
stated they were just 
doing their job. Not all 
heroes wear capes, some 
wear scuba gear. I read 

that line on Facebook 
and just had to steal it.  

After hearing so much 
negativity lately, it was 
wonderful hearing some 
good news for a change. 
This amazing feat ap-
peared to unite the en-
tire world. I’m sure it 
will take a while before 
these boys are back to 
normal, physically and 
emotionally, but it feels 
darn good to witness an-
other miracle taking 
place.

God bless these he-
roes.

JERSEY
Continued from Page 4

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Fishing rodeo to 

benefit DHS football
For those who like fish-

ing in the Gulf of Mexico, 
there is a $2,000 reason to 
do so later this month.

The Dunnellon Football 
Booster Club is organizing 
its second annual Fishing 
Rodeo, scheduled for July 
28 and July 29. 

Entry is $150 per boat 
for four people. Additional 
people are $25 per person. 
Prizes, based on a mini-
mum of 50 boats, will 
range from $150 to a 
$2,000 top prize. Prizes 
for catches made by 
youngsters 12 and 
younger will also be hand-
ed-out.

Learn the rules and di-
visions during the manda-
tory captains meeting at 6 
p.m. July 27 at the Dun-
nellon Sports Complex, 
12214 Bridges Road. A 
barbeque dinner, auction 
and raffles will be avail-
able during the meeting.

Weigh-in on fishing 
days is from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, July 28, and 
noon to 2p.m. Sunday, 
July 29, is set for Captain 
Cove Outfitters, 39 W. 
State Road 40, Inglis.

For information, contact 
Ryan Townsend at 352-
266-6731 or email rslt@

bellsouth.net or contact 
Alan Beville at 863-528-
4004 or email texasaquat-
icalan@aol.com.

Families sought for 
exchange program
Educational Homestay 

Programs is seeking host 
families for Chinese stu-
dents who come into the 
Dunnellon area this sum-
mer for a two-week Edu-
cational Program. This 
summer’s program dates 
are Aug. 9 to Aug. 19. 

Students have English 
classes from 8 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day at North Oak Baptist 
Church and attend field 
trips daily with staff. Host 
families are needed for a 
ride to and from the 
church, meals and a loving 
atmosphere. 

Host families can use 
this as a reverse educa¬-
tional trip themselves; 
learning about China from 
the students they host. 

Students are covered by 
insurance and EF staff is 
on call 24 hours daily in 
case of any problems or 
concerns of any kind. 

For information, contact 
Jessica or St. John 
Peaster at 352-464-3788 
or 352-422-6266 or email 
EFDunnellon@gmail.com.
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 Peace
 Lutheran 
 Church
 Missouri Synod

 Rev. Terry L. McKee, Pastor

 Sunday School & Adult Bible 
 Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 A.M
 Sunday Worship Service
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M
 Wednesday Bible Study
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 A.M
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 “The Church On The Hill”
 5 miles North of Dunnellon

 7201 Hwy. 41 S

 352-489-5881
 www.PeaceLutheranOnline.com

 Hope Evangelical 
 Lutheran Church

 ELCA
 Chuck Erzkus,   Interim Pastor
 9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.

 Citrus Springs
 Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

 Casual Service
 Sunday Services

 Spoken Holy communion 
 Worship 8:00 a.m.

 Christian Education 9:00 a.m.
 Sung Holy Communion 

 Worship 10:00am

 Information:
 489-5511

 Go To Our Web Page
 hopelutheranelca.com
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 7525 S. Highway 41, Dunnellon
 352-489-3166

 Saturday Reconciliation . . . . . . 3:30  PM

 Saturday Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 10:30  AM

 Sunday - Spanish............ . . . 12:15  PM

 Mon. Thru Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM

 Holy Days . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 7:00  PM

 www.stjohncc.com

 MASSES

 Catholic Community of
 St. John the   Baptist

 Father Jean H. Desir, Pastor
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 A Progressive
 Community of Faith

 in the Heart of
 Central Florida

 Sunday Worship  10:30 am
 Adult Bible Discussion  12:00 Noon

 ‘

 God
 is still 

 speaking,

 Jesus didn’t reject people.
     Neither do we.

 First Congregational
 United Church of Christ

 7171 SW SR  200, Ocala, FL
 352-237-3035
 uccocala.org

 Dr. H.W. McSwain, Jr.,
 Pastor
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 11251 S.W. Highway 484
 (1.3 Miles West of State Road 200)

 352-465-7272
 Sunday    (Sept. - May)

 8:00 A.M. & 10:00 A.M.
 Sunday    (June, July, Aug)

 9:00 A.M.
 Food Pantry

 1st Wednesday    9am-Noon
 (Except Holidays)

 Weekday Groups:
 Tues. 6:30 P.M.  Cub Scout Pack 508
 2nd Sat 8:00 A.M.  Fellowship Breakfast 

 at IHOP

 Episcopal
 Church

 of the Advent

 Rev. William Barrett
 adventepiscopal.net
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 Holy Faith
 Episcopal

 Church
 19924 W. Blue Cove Dr.

 Dunnellon
 T HE  R EV . J. J AMES  G ERHART

 CR 484
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 www.holyfaithepiscopal.com

 489-2685

 Sunday Service
 9:00 AM

 Healing Service
 1st Sunday Every Month

 Following 10:00 AM Service

 352-489-3455 352-489-3455

 The Dunnellon 
    Seventh-Day 

 Adventist Church
 Welcomes the Community 

 to Worship with us at
 Welcomes the Community 

 to Worship with us at
 7620 S. US Hwy 41, 
 Dunnellon, FL 34432

 Services: Saturday 
 Sabbath School

 9:15 A.M.
 Divine Worship

 11:00 A.M.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting

 10:30 A.M.
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 D UNNELLON
 F IRST  U NITED

 M ETHODIST  C HURCH
 21501 W. Highway 40

 Rev. Eddie Fulford,   Pastor
 Sunday

 Communion
 Worship Service  8:00 AM

 Praise Worship  9:30 AM

 Traditional Worship  11:00 AM
 Nursery At All Services

 Sunday School  9:30 AM & 11:00 AM

 “Building the Kingdom in Everything We Do”

 352-489-4026
 www.fumcdunnellon.org  00

0T
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 GATHERINGS
 A D IRECTORY   OF  A REA  C HURCHES

 “For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them.”    –
 Matthew 18:20

 711180

OUT TO PASTOR

Apple fritter:  
The fruit of choice
Most people in 

America pride 
themselves on 

the ability to make 
their own choices.

“Freedom of 
Choice,” is the cry you 
hear all around 
our country 
these days. Yet, 
most people do 
not have the 
freedom of 
choice they 
think they have. 
Somebody is in-
fluencing the 
choices they 
make without them re-
alizing they are being 
influenced.

That is called mar-
keting.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
and I were watching 
television the other 
night, trying to watch 
a favorite TV program. 
Finally, from an end of 
the room that was not 
my end, came an exas-
perated sigh. I tried to 
ignore it, but you know 
how that works.

It was in the middle 
of some commercials 
and so I turned to her 
and said, “What’s got 
you in such pain to-
night?”

“These commer-
cials,” she moaned so 
painfully, “I can’t 
stand all these com-
mercials!”

I responded as 
cheerfully as I could, 
“Well, my dear, some-
body has to pay for our 
television viewing 
privilege.”

I felt a cold yet burn-
ing stare in my direc-
tion.

“Can’t they run 
those lousy commer-
cials when I’m not 
watching TV?”

Commercials are a 
way in which manu-
facturing companies 
influence our choices. 
Every product has 100 
different companies 
marketing the same 
product. The same 
company makes the 
same product, but 
sells it under a differ-
ent name.

There are two cate-
gories of products. 
There is the name 
brand, which cost a 
fortune. Then there is 
the generic brand, 
which is only a frac-
tion of what the name 
brand cost. It is the 
same product, made 
by the same company, 
but advertised by dif-
ference venues.

This is where choice 
comes in.

Some people choose 
the high-priced prod-
uct because they think 
it is better.

Some of us choose 
the low-price product 
because we know bet-
ter.

One night as we 
were watching televi-
sion, it seemed most of 
the commercials had 
to do with dieting of 
some kind. There 
were high calorie 
diets, low-carb diets 
and diets that really 
did not make sense to 
me.

Watching all of those 
dieting commercials, I 
did not see one that I 
would diet for.

Anybody can lose 
weight; it is all a mat-
ter of choice. Person-
ally, I do not plan to 
lose any sleep because 
I cannot lose weight. I 

think it is going to be 
rather funny if when 
we go to heaven every-
body is fat. Wouldn’t 
that be something? We 
plummet ourselves al-
most to death trying to 

lose weight and 
get to heaven 
and everybody 
is fat.

My wife is a 
great one for 
fruit and vege-
tables. Every 
day of our life 
is fruit and veg-
etables. To mix 

things up a little bit 
one day it will be veg-
etables and fruit.

She prepares the 
fruit and then invites 
me to make a choice. I 
am sure she did not 
see all of this in any 
television commer-
cial; at least I hope 
she hasn’t. She is 
proud of the display of 
fruit choices she has 
for me.

Actually, and do not 
tell her I said this, but 
my fruit of choice is 
the humble Apple frit-
ter. It has everything 
my heart desires and a 
few things my body de-
sires, too.

I like what David 
said, “Delight thyself 
also in the LORD; and 
he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart” 
(Psalms 37:4 KJV).

It is all a matter of 
choice, that is, making 
the right choice.

The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the 
Family of God Fellow-
ship in Ocala. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or 
email jamessnyder2@
att.net.

RiveRland news

The Rainbow Springs Artist 
Cooperative has announced an 
Open Call to artists for the 
fourth annual Rainbow Springs 
Art Festival, which will be from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
17, in the Historic District on 
West Pennsylvania Avenue and 

Cedar Street. 
All artists are invited to show 

and sell their original work in 
a variety of mediums including 
paint, pottery, sculpture, glass, 
metal, fabric, woodworking, 
and photography. Emerging 
and established artists are en-
couraged to submit photos of 
their original designs for re-

view. The goal of the festival is 
to showcase pieces that feature 
Central Florida’s art commu-
nity. 

The festival is an outdoor 
venue with 10-foot-by-10-foot 
booth spaces for artists with 
their own tent. The event will 
be rain or shine. All artwork is 
for sale, with the proceeds 

going directly to the artist. 
Deadline to register is Sept. 28. 
All artists will be notified by 
Oct. 15, if accepted into the ex-
hibition.  

Spaces are expected to fill 
quickly so be sure to reserve 
yours today. Applications can 
be picked up from The Rain-
bow Springs Artist Cooperative 

at 20804 W. Pennsylvania Ave., 
which is open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Saturday 
or call 352-445-8547.

For information or to be-
come a member of the Rain-
bow Springs Art, visit www.
rainbowspringsart.com or 
email RSACOOP2016@gmail.
com.

Artists sought for annual show 

Rev. James 
Snyder

Knights, parishioners fill shipping container

AUGIE SALZER/Riverland News
The Knights of Columbus Council No. 8510 and the parishioners of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
(SJBCC) are sponsoring and filling a 40-foot shipping container, which will be shipped to Caphaitain, 
Haiti, to help three churches there. The container arrived at the church recently and the members had 
two hours to fill it with clothes, furniture and necessities before it departed to the port of Miami where 
it will be loaded on a container ship bound for Haiti. The container will arrive at the north port of Haiti 
and Father Jean Desir, pastor at the church, plans to meet the ship and distribute the goods.

OBITUARY

Lois Zawacki, 87
Lois Zawacki, 87, 

died Sunday, July 15, 
2018, at home under 
the care of Hospice.

Born Feb. 12, 1931, 
in Johnsonburg, 
Penn., she moved to 
Dunnellon from 
Grand Prairie, 
Texas, in 2014 to live 
with her daughter.

Survivors include 
her daughter, Kerri 
Laney, Dunnellon; 
three grandchildren; 
and seven 
great-grandchildren.

A memorial ser-
vice will be at 10 
a.m. Saturday, July 
28, at Hope Evangeli-
cal Lutheran 
Church, Citrus 
Springs.

CHURCH NEWS
Church offers  

pantry services
The Church of the Ad-

vent, in partnership with 
Interfaith Emergency Ser-
vices, offers an emergency 
food pantry at its facility, 
which operates from 9 
a.m. to noon the first 
Wednesday monthly. 

In addition to emer-
gency food assistance, re-
ferrals to other 
government and nonprofit 
agencies for non-food re-
lated needs or services will 
be available. 

Interfaith Emergency 
Services requires clients 
register and provide photo 
identification as well as 
proof of Social Security 
numbers for all members 
of their family seeking as-
sistance. To help expedite 
service, come prepared 

with the appropriate docu-
mentation. 

The Episcopal Church of 
the Advent is at 11251 SW 
County Road 484.

Church hosts  
bingo weekly

St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church hosts 
bingo at 11:30 a.m. Tues-
days and 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays. 

Prizes up to $250. Doors 
open at 10 a.m. Tuesdays 
and 4 p.m. Wednesdays.

The church is at the cor-
ner of U.S. 41 and State 
Road 40.

Women’s Bible  
study slated

Women’s Cross Denomi-
national Bible study called 
One Woman’s Prayer 
meets at 7 p.m. the first 

and third Monday monthly 
at the Dunnellon Women’s 
Club Clubhouse at 11756 
Cedar St. Doors open at 
6:30. 

For information, check 
us out on Facebook at One 
Woman’s Prayer.

Baptist church hosts 
‘Holy Hoops’

First Baptist Church of 
Dunnellon will host “Holy 
Hoops,” basketball under 
the lights, at 7 p.m. Fri-
days. 

Games will feature 
5-on-5 basketball, where 
short games are played, 
teams are rotated and 
there will be breaks every 
30 minutes. 

First Baptist Church is 
at 20831 Powell Road. 

For information, call the 
church office at 489-2730.
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 Carpet 
 Cleaning

  $18
 (3 room minimum)
 Dry Cleaning 

 or Steam

 Per 
 Room

 Tile &
 Grout

 Cleaning

 All kinds of Pressure 
 Cleaning Outside of 

 Homes

 Dryer-Vent
 Cleaning 
 Specials

 $50
 “Prevent 
   Fires”

 Pet
 Odors
 Gone!

 Furniture
 Cleaning

 $60
 1 Chair 

 Cleaned FREE

 Sofa
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 Loveseat

 30 Years in Business

 NO ONE BEATS OUR PRICES

 Gutter 
 Cleaning

 Entire 
 House

 $50

 CLEANMASTER
 CALL 352-489-4844
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 CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES
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 Ranked 3rd Best Ranked 3rd Best
 9-Hole Course in Florida 9-Hole Course in Florida

 352-489-4566
 Located off Hwy. 41 across from

 Rainbow Springs State Park entrance
 20650 SW 80th Place Rd., Dunnellon

 www.rainbowsendgolfclub.com

 • PLAY CARDS AVAILABLE • BEER/WINE/FOOD • WALK ANYTIME • NO TEE TIMES

 NIGHT GOLF
 Saturday
 July 28

 Saturday or Sunday

 $ 20 00
 Includes Cart!

 $ 40 00
 Player

 Bring Your Own
 4-Person Team
 Scramble Event 

 Format for 9 Holes
 Includes: Cookout dinner, 
 golf & cart fees and night 
 golf glow balls & supplies. 

 Dinner at 7:30 pm & 
 shotgun golf at 8:30 pm.

 Optional 9 Hole Skins 
 Game at 5 PM $10  Plus Tax

 Golf
 All

 Day

 R AINBOW ’ S  E ND R AINBOW ’ S  E ND Golf Club Golf Club

 ORGANIC HEALTH FOODS
 D EB ’ S  N ATURAL  S OURCE

 352-586-0754
 (Look for the Peace Sign)

 3490 West Dunnellon Rd.
 Dunnellon, FL 34433

 Organic Pantry Items • Whole Food Supplements • Essential Oils

 00
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M

 • Protects & Heals
 the GI Tract & Lining
 (Leaky Gut Syndrome)

 • Fights Infection
 SPECIALTY TEAS

 To Fight Ailments
 (Cholesterol, Blood Sugar,
 Weight, Sleep Problems)

 SPROUTED FLOURS

 C OLOSTRUM
 NOW OFFERING Your One Stop Shop

 for Patterns, Yarn, 
 Accessories,

 Gifts & Gift Ideas!

 facebook.com/ViolasEmporium

 00
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 Grand Re-Opening
 plus   30% OFF Sale!

 Wed., Aug. 1st
 from 10am to 3pm
 Join us at our new location:
 18755 SW 60th Street
 Dunnellon, FL 34432

 Just 6 miles north off 
 Walmart off Hwy. 41

 Call for directions
 or see website for map.

 (352) 465-8000
 www.ViolasEmporium.com

 ViolasEmporium@gmail.com

home, some staying a 
week, others staying sev-
eral years. The average 
stay is six to nine months.

Covenant Children’s 
Home is the first of five 
planned homes to be built 
on the 20-acre property. 
Hope House will be the 
second home, with 
groundbreaking set for 
July 19.

“With so many children 
entering into foster care 
every day, I could fill all 
five houses by the end of 
the week,” said CCH Ex-
ecutive Director Jody 
Davis.

l l l
A typical day at CCH is 

anything but typical since 
there could be one child 
living there, or three, or 
eight.

“We get a lot of sibling 
groups,” Davis said. “Last 
year we had all little kids 
and then we had a house 
full of middle schoolers 
and teenagers. Up until 
recently it was all girls 
and one boy and then we 
got a call for four boys. 
You never know from one 
day to the next.”

Davis said the comings 
and goings can be difficult 
on the kids, especially on 
the ones who stay for long 
periods of time.

Sometimes they don’t 
understand or can’t pro-
cess why some of the kids 
get to go home or they get 
adopted or go to live with 
Grandma and they don’t.

When kids arrive, most 
of them come with emo-
tional baggage and few 
belongings.

Most come from homes 
where they have been ne-
glected. Many lack basic 
hygiene skills.

“They know video 
games and McDonald’s,” 
Davis said.

Some hoard their food 
in their rooms because 
they’re used to not know-
ing when they’ll eat again.

“All these kids need is a 
chance,” Davis said. “A 
kid who comes here and 
stays here gets to be a kid 
and part of a family. 
That’s very important. 
The houseparents never 
refer to these kids as ‘fos-

ter kids.’ They say, ‘my 
kids, our kids,’ and, ‘We’re 
a family.’”

l l l
It’s Friday morning and 

Angel Casiano just took a 
pan of cinnamon rolls out 
of the oven.

“My job is being a full-
time dad,” he said.

Casiano, 27, and his 
wife, Rebecca, 26, have 
been the CCH housepar-
ents since November 
2017. Prior to that they 
were the house’s week-
end parents.

They have a daughter, 
Zaylee, who’s 4.

“When we first started, 
we had six kids -- two 
15-year-olds, a 13-year-
old, 12-, 11- and an 8-year-
old,” Casiano said. “It 
changes every day and 
you’re always on your 
toes. These kids keep you 
active. They keep you 
running.”

Casiano worked as a 
plumber in Ocala before 
becoming a professional 
dad.

“I grew up without a 
dad...but I had a grandfa-
ther who was the closest 
thing to a father to me 
until he passed away 
when I was 7,” he said. 
“My mother remarried 
when I was 15, and that 
was hard. I kinda pushed 
my stepdad away. But no 
matter how hard I 
pushed, he was there 
when I needed him.

“So, when kids come 

here and some of them 
don’t have a father figure, 
I try to show them what a 
dad is,” he said.

Rebecca Casiano, born 
and raised in Dunnellon, 
grew up with a mom and 
stepdad and two brothers. 
She also has an adopted 
sister and a stepsister, 
plus her biological father 
has three children.

“I always had stability 
in the home,” she said, 
“and I’ve always loved 
kids. I was a pageant di-
rector of Queen of the 
Rainbow here in town, 
and my mom and I 
founded the Boomtown 
Babies. So, kids have al-
ways been my thing.”

She added, “But being a 
mom to (as many as) eight 
kids is wild. I never in my 
wildest dreams ever 
planned this.”

l l l
On a typical day, at least 

during the summer, every-
one is up by 8 or 8:30 a.m.

It’s not rigid -- it’s a fam-
ily.

There’s breakfast and 
chores, showers and laun-
dry -- sometimes as many 
as eight loads a day.

Groceries are provided 
by various sources: local 
food pantries, the Com-
munity Food Bank, the 
Annie Johnson Center.

“We go to the store for 
things like milk, eggs and 
perishable items, lunch 
meat and cheese,” Mrs. 
Casiano said. “We use be-

tween nine to 12 gallons 
of milk a week and at 
least 100 eggs.”

Everyone hangs out to-
gether during the day, 
watching TV, playing 
board games, playing in 
the yard, maybe going to 
the YMCA or riding bikes 
on the nearby trail, going 
bowling or swimming 
somewhere.

“We’re a regular home 
but with kids from all dif-
ferent families,” she said. 
“But when they’re here, 
we’re a family. We eat as a 
family and on Sunday we 
go to church as a family -- 
we do everything as a 
family.

“The biggest thing with 
foster children is making 
them feel ‘normal,’ so 
they have their friends 
over if they want, just like 
any other family...our 
number-one goal, the 
whole reason we’re doing 
this, is to make a differ-
ence in the lives of chil-
dren, and I think we’re 
doing that. Some of the 
kids who leave here come 
back just to hang out. We 
keep contact with the kids 
and try to uphold a rela-
tionship, when we can,” 
she said. “We try to be a 
safe haven when they 
come here and also when 
they leave, if they need 
us.”

l l l
In the months since the 

Casianos have lived at 
Covenant Children’s 

Home, they’ve learned to 
live with broken hearts.

“You see kids that come 
in with maybe a few 
things stuffed in a trash 
bag,” Mrs. Casiano said. 
“They don’t know a nor-
mal bedtime; they’ve 
never played board 
games, they’ve never 
eaten vegetables. And 
then you become close 
with them and you cry 
when they leave. I don’t 
think anyone can do this 
job the right way without 
having some kind of 
heartfelt attachment to-
ward these kids.”

Angel Casiano said 
every child who comes 
to them, the first thing 
he says is, “You’re mine, 
and I will treat you as 
my own.”

“We do not warehouse 
kids here; we love and 
we nurture and we cher-
ish -- my daughter, too,” 
Mrs. Casiano said. “She 
cries and misses the 
kids that have left and 
then she says, ‘When am 
I getting new brothers 
and sisters?’”  

l l l
The need for foster 

care in Florida is great, 
far greater than the 
number of available fos-
ter beds, especially in 
Citrus County.

Covenant Children’s 
Home could have been 
built as one large facil-
ity. It would’ve been less 
costly than building sev-

eral houses. It has taken 
the CCH board quite a 
while to raise funds for 
Hope House, and the 
money raised, about 
$200,000, doesn’t cover 
the cost of furnishing it 
or staffing it.

“We keep our numbers 
small so we can make a 
difference, and that’s 
what sets us apart,” Jody 
Davis said. “If there’s 
six or seven kids, you 
can make a family. You 
can go to church to-
gether and ball games 
together, get involved 
with soccer and go to 
their games — these are 
things most of these kids 
never had.

“We could house 15 or 
20 kids,” he said, “you 
can give them ‘three 
hots and a cot,’ but you 
can’t make a difference 
in their lives.”

Contact Nancy Ken-
nedy at 352-564-2927 or 
nkennedy@chronicle 
online.com.

JULIE MANCINI/Riverland News
The board of directors on the Covenant Children’s Home along with two of the current foster children, break 
ground on the new home on July 19.

BUILDING
Continued from Page 1

CCH FACT BOX
Covenant Children’s 

Home, a faith-based group 
home for kids in foster care 
ages 6-17, always needs peo-
ple who are willing to serve 
in a variety of ways, not all 
involving direct contact with 
kids.

Current and ongoing needs 
include:
n Mentors — Developing 

a positive role model relation-
ship with a child by acting as 
an aunt, uncle or grandpar-
ent, taking the child for an 
ice cream or a movie, etc.
n Tutors — Helping kids 

with homework, school proj-
ects, etc. Many of the kids 
come at least one grade level 
behind their peers and lack 
basic skills in reading, writ-
ing and/or math.

Household chores and light 
maintenance: cleaning, cook-
ing, yard work, etc.

Donations: Covenant Chil-
dren’s Home is a nonprofit or-
ganization that is funded 
through private donations 
from individuals and 
churches, plus fundraising 
events such as the annual 
Fore the Kids Golf Tourna-
ment Sept. 15 at Juliette 
Falls in Dunnellon.

Giving as little as $10 a 
month can cover everything 
from school supplies and 
clothing to birthday presents 
for a child having a birthday 
as well as everyday expenses. 
Donate online or learn more 
about Covenant Children’s 
Home at cchfl.org.  
Call 352-489-2565.
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.
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 5420 S. US Hwy 41 • Dunnellon
 1 1 ⁄ 2  Mi. N of 40 on Hwy 41
 352-489-6141  balysautosales.com

 “We work with our customers”   BUY HERE, PAY HERE

 2006
 Pontiac Montana
 Extended Mini Van.

 $2,995

 BALY’S AUTO SALES, LLC
 Monday - Friday

 11am-6pm
 Closed Saturday
 Sun. 11am-3pm

 Dunnellon Neighbors Since 2004!

 BIG SUN
 REALTY

 Jerry & Kathy Iredale

 www.bigsunrealty.com
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 Realtors

 Cell: (352) 895-7117
 jerryi4homes@gmail.com

JEFF BRYAN
RiveRland news

Two-and-a-half years ago, 
Brigette Smith thought she 
could make a difference in the 
lives of others; so the emer-
gency room nurse and former 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
reserves made the decision to 
run for County Commission.

In the five-candidate race 
and with 1 1/2 months of cam-
paigning, Smith garnered 19 
percent of the votes.

“I considered it a complete 
win,” she said.

But as she’s watched the po-
litical scene unfold in that 
span, she believed if she 
wanted to make a difference, 
Smith had to do so at the state 
level. So instead of vying for a 
spot on the County Commis-
sion, she’s challenging incum-

bent, Rep. Charlie Stone 
(R-Ocala) for his District 22 
seat in the state House of Rep-
resentatives. District 22 en-
compasses Southwestern 
Marion County, residents west 
of State Road, and Levy 
County.

“State is where you’re going 
to be running legislation, 
where you’re sponsoring bills 
and supporting them,” Smith 
explained her reason for seek-
ing a state seat versus a 
county seat. “You have your 
hand in multiple pots. With 
the bureaucracy, it’s very hard 
to get somethings done.”

While she’s campaigning 
about several issues, two key 
areas Smith is focused on are 
Common Core and veteran’s 
care.

“Why are politicians writing 
standards?” she asked about 

Common Core. “Why Common 
Core?”

Smith believes state law-
makers should turn to school 
district superintendents and 
ask them to write the stan-
dards, because it is the school 
districts that are required to 
teach them. 

“Let’s rewrite the stan-
dards,” she said, noting her 
now 20-year-old daughter 
graduated cum laude, despite 
writing at an eight- or ninth-
grade level. “How do you 
graduate cum laude when 
you’re writing at a level that 
low? We’re testing two stan-
dardized tests.”

Smith wants to see the state 
expand its care of veterans 
and provide additional ser-
vices.

“I champion a veteran’s fos-
ter care program, take them 

out of the facility they’re in 
and put them in a foster home, 
with access to medical care,” 
said Smith, a married 
mother of three daugh-
ters and one grand-
daughter. 

“I truly don’t think 
Tallahassee is focusing 
on everyday issues, 
real issues for real 
people,” she said about 
current lawmakers. 
“I’m going to represent 
the people; if lawmakers are 
proposing a bill and it’s good 
for the people, you can be a 
voice for the people. You can-
not fix something if you don’t 
start a dialogue about it.”

While Smith knows her op-
ponent has more name recog-
nition and a larger war chest, 
she said she’s kept her name 
in the public eye since her ini-
tial run for office. Her cam-
paign is complete grassroots, 
she added.

“I’ve put myself out there; 
never stopped, I kept putting 
my name out there,” she ex-

plained. “I’m not a $6 
million man like Char-
lie Stone. I can stretch 
a dollar. You do what 
you have to do; I can-
not break into political 
action field committee. 
All donations are from 
every day people, rang-
ing from $20 to $100. It 
boosts your confi-

dence.
“I take advantage of every 

opportunity I can to get my 
name out there more. My 
Facebook page is open to the 
public. I’m the only candidate 
answering real life questions, 
so they can get to know you.”

One aspect of her endeavor 
she understands with having 
her name on the ballot.

“I have a right to complain, 
at least, I can complain about 
the issues,” she quipped. 

Nurse, Army veteran vies for state office
Smith seeks to oust incumbent in August primary

Brigette 
Smith

Editor’s note: This is the second in a series on out-
door water activities available in northwest Florida.
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From movie set to glistening jewel, Wakulla Springs has a deep history 

Wakulla’s  sparkling gem 
Lynda Kinsey/WakullaNews

Photo courtesy of Sean Ogden
The historic lodge at Wakulla Springs. 

P  
eople travel from all over the world to 
visit Wakulla Springs. Edward Ball 
Wakulla Springs State Park is home to 
one of the largest and deepest freshwa-
ter springs in the world and features an 

abundance of wildlife, including alligators, deer, 
and manatees.

According to the Florida Spring Institute, it is the 
largest spring basin in terms of depth and volume 
and provides the source of water for the Wakulla 
River.

Several of the early Tarzan movies were filmed 
at Wakulla Springs as was the 1950s classic “Crea-
ture from the Black Lagoon.”

The historic Lodge at Wakulla Springs State Park 
was built in the 1930s by Edward Ball. The soda 
fountain in the Lodge’s gift shop is the world’s lon-
gest continuous marble counter.

Enjoy swimming, 
guided river boat 
tours, bird 
watching, 
picnicking, 
concessions, 
nature trails, 
snorkeling, diving 
and more.

 Admission to the 
park is $6 per 
vehicles with two 
to eight people, $4 
per single 
occupant vehicle 
or $2 per 
pedestrian, 
bicyclists, or extra 

From 
Tallahassee, take 
U.S. Highway 
319 south to 
State Road 267, 
about 20 

Boat tours are 
$8 per adult, 
and $5 per 
child 12 and 
under.

The park is open from 8 a.m. 
until sundown, 365 days a 
year.

Swimming area opens at 9.

850-561-7276     u    floridastateparks.org/park/Wakulla-Springs

compiled by Erin Hill/Wakulla News

u u uu

NEWS NOTES

Country Quilters 
meet Mondays

The Country Quilters 
of Dunnellon meet at 
12:30 p.m. Mondays at 
the First United Meth-
odist Church on West 
State Road 40. 

The group makes 
Quilts of Valor, quilts for 
children at the Romeo 
school and pillow cases 
for the Shands chil-
dren’s cancer center.

There are classes on 
new techniques and lots 
of fun!  All are welcome.

For information, call 
Laura Rutkowski at 
465-0527.

TOPS Club  
welcomes all

The local Dunnellon 
TOPS Chapter 443 
meets Thursdays at the 
Dunnellon Women’s 
Club at 11756 Cedar St. 
Weigh-in begins at 4 
p.m., with the meeting 
starting at 4:15 and 
ending at 5:15. It is an 
informing, fun, and en-
courages your weight 
loss efforts.

TOPS “Snow Birds” 
members, that would 
like to meet with us 
while in our area, are 
always welcome.

For information,  
call Jeri Jenkins at  
352-566-0742.

Norm’s Clean Cuts 
accepts toys, food
Norm’s Clean Cuts 

Barber Shop at 11941 
Bostick St, Dunnellon is 
a drop-off point for the 
U.S. Marine Corps an-
nual Toys for Tots drive 
as well as a drop-off lo-
cation for food donations 
for Food 4 Kids Inc., 
which provides back-
packs full of food on the 
weekends for needy chil-
dren in the area. Toy 
pick-up is available.

For information, call 
465-3666.

Prayer gatherings 
Mondays at library
The city of Dunnellon 

will be the topic of 
prayer for those gather-
ing at Mondays in the 
large meeting room of 
the Dunnellon Public Li-
brary. 

The prayer time  
is from 11:45 a.m. to  
1 p.m.

WE WANT YOUR NEWS
The Riverland News welcomes 

community news and church 
event information as well as birth 
announcements, first birthdays, 
engagements and anniversary an-
nouncements. Email information  
as well as high-resolution images to  
editor@riverlandnews.com.
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 SCREEN ROOMS
 BEST

 VALUE
 $$

 Custom Exteriors
 of Central Florida, Inc.

 • Window Rooms - Vinyl, Acrylic & Glass
 • Sliding Screen Garage Doors  $ 895 00

 • Seamless Gutters, Concrete & Decks
 • Patio Covers • Siding & Soffit

 COMPLETE ALUMINUM & VINYL -  Sales & Service
 352-489-1294

 Family Owned & Operated Since 1989            Lic. RX0066464  00
0U
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   •    352-237-2796    •
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  •  Pool Decks  •  Patios  •  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  •   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  •   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   •   SURFACES

 00
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3

 DUNNELLON  •  MARION  •  CITRUS

 489-3917
 Licensed & Insured #CAC1813249

 Specializing In System Change-outs

 We Service All Brands

 Maintenance Agreements

 Comfort Club Discounts

 24 Hour Emergency Service

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 BBB RATING

 A+

 AC AND HEATING

 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Call for details
 352-237-5731

 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Licensed/Fully Insured
 Marion Comp #7085
 Sumter Comp #2899

 Lake Comp #21151

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  9 Years Strong In

 Readers’ Choice!

 Seasonal Special

 000U0JK

 $ 49 99
 Expires 07/31/18

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays and Rotors to the Correct

 Spray Pattern Unless is Leaking or Broken
 • Complete System Inspection
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 TREE SERVICE/LANDSCAPING

 highmaintenancetreeservice.com
 • Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding • Land Clearing

 • Bucket Truck • Crane Service • Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

 Certified Arborist Certified Arborist Certified Arborist

 Storm Season 
 is upon us!! 

 Call for 
 your FREE 

 Evaluation!!

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #15692 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

 $ 35
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 BLIND REPAIR

 I LOVE TO FIX BLINDS
 Verticals, honeycombs, solar, etc.

 Manual or motorized.
 I’ll beat anyone’s prices 

 and respond within 24 hours.

 Call 352-432-2212

 KEN - HANDY
HANDYMAN  LLC

 • Cabinets
 • Counter Tops
 • Drywall 
 • Painting
 • Tile
 (352) 465-3216

 License #L04000014330

 HANDYMAN
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 “Where Quality And Price Meet”
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 CAC035472 - LIC. & INS.

 465-5353
 www.dunnellonair.com

 AIR CONDITIONING

 Replacement
 Specialists

 GREG’S ALUMINUM
 “Pleasing people in Marion County

 since 1982”
 • Pool Enclosure Rescreens

 • Vinyl & Acrylic Windows
 • Garage Door Screens

 • Vinyl Ceilings & Much More

 465-0371
 746-6663

 Lic. & Ins.   Comp #2038 - MC3656

 ALUMINUM 
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 PAINTING

 352-465-6631

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”  00

0U
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 HANDYMAN

 Mac’s Handyman
 ALL Home Repairs • Free Estimates

 One Call Does It ALL!!!
 (352) 209-0288

 Email: 
 macshandyman@hotmail.com

 00
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 711178

 DIAL-A-PRO RIVERLAND  For Your
 Professional

 Needs...

In state races, Rep. 
Charlie Stone, the in-
cumbent, and his chal-
lenger, Brigitte Smith, 
both Republican candi-
dates, seeking the seat 
for the House of Repre-
sentative District 22 will 
be on hand, while guber-
natorial candidates Tim-
othy Devine, Kyle 
Gibson, John Joseph 
Cercadante and Dary 
Richardson will be 

there; and Jeffrey Duane 
Porter will be the lone 
Commissioner of Agri-
culture candidate at the 
forum.

On the national stage, 
Brandon Peters, a Dem-
ocrat, opposing Bob 
Backleff in the primary 
for the chance to run 
against incumbent Rep. 
Neal Dunn, Republican, 
in the November Gen-
eral Election is sched-
uled to appear.

For information, call 
489-2320 or email  
dunnellonchamber 
commerce@gmail.com.

FORUM
Continued from Page 1

Florida resident.
Fellow neighbor, 

George Mott, wasn’t 
peering through a win-
dow, but was in his 
home office when he 
heard what he de-
scribed as a loud 
“crack.”

“When that thing hit, 
I almost came out of my 
chair,” the 88-year-old 
said. “It was like a 
sharp crack. That’s 
about the way it was. 
You can count the sec-
onds between the light-
ning and thunder and it 
was almost instanta-
neous.”

Mott hadn’t given the 
strike much thought 
until he had come out-
side later to make a 
trip to the store when 
he saw the damaged 
tree.

“Pieces went every-
where,” he said. “Most 
of it fell right at the 
base of the tree, but 
there were some pieces 
that just scattered.”

It’s not the first time 
Mott has seen lightning 

strike a tree, but not 
like what happened 
Sunday. He recalled a 
drive into Inverness 
when he was at the in-
tersection of U.S. 41 
and Independence 
Highway when he saw a 
giant flash.

“‘What the hell was 
that?’” Mott recalled 
asking himself when he 
looked in the rearview 
mirror. “The lightning 
just split the side of the 
tree, but it didn’t strike 
it like this one did on 
the top of it.”

TREE
Continued from Page 1

related responsibilities.
n FGUA will enter into 

agreements with both GSG 
and USWWT corresponding to 
the interlocal agreement.
n The city will provide vehi-

cles/equipment for use by US 
Water. The city will enter into 
a lease agreement with US 
Water under terms equivalent 
to FGUA’s ($10 per year, per 
vehicle; operation and main-
tenance and insurance will be 
paid by US Water.
n The term of the pact will 

be for180 days, but can be ex-
tended by mutual agreement.
n The interlocal agreement 

automatically terminates 
upon acquisition of the system 

by the FGUA.
n The city pays a monthly 

fee of $92,044 to FGUA, with 
the first month prorated 
amount at $56,414).
n The monthly amount cov-

ers the following:
l USWWT & GSG agree-

ments — $81,118.
l FGUA misc. (travel, legal, 

insurance, etc.) — $5,000.
l Minor R&R — $5,926.
“During this time, there re-

ally has not been adequate 
technical oversight or techni-
cal administrative check and 
balance with the omission of 
an experienced, qualified 
Utilities Director.”

Of course, Bowne pointed 
out, no one ever envisioned 
the transition taking this long.

“This is an almost immedi-
ate resolve to that particular 
problem ensuring quality 

management of the systems 
with the rates remaining the 
same,” she said.

According to Steve Spratt, 
FGUA system manager, 

FGUAs assumption of man-
agement and operations of 
the utility in advance of clos-
ing will ease the transition in 
a couple of ways:
n By bringing in strength-

ened resources to support the 
current city employees, who 
will transfer to the FGUA’s 
contractor, system improve-
ments can be advanced re-
sulting in less deferred 
maintenance existing when 
FGUA does become the 
owner.

“The sooner we begin man-
aging, operating and main-
taining the system, the earlier 
we can begin preventing 
emergency repairs, improving 
service response times and 
system reliability,” Spratt 
said.

Getting more detailed fa-
miliarity with the system will 

allow FGUA to refine its capi-
tal improvement plans prior 
to closing.
n Transferred city employ-

ees, who know the system 
well, will get a jump on cross 
training and becoming famil-
iar with the FGUA team and 
practices, which hopefully 
will reduce their stress and 
anxiety while waiting to 
close.

“As I believe the city admin-
istrator will attest, the FGUA 
has been lending consider-
able assistance to the city 
with a variety of urgent needs 
prior to this point,” Spratt ex-
plained. “With this arrange-
ment, she and the council will 
have the benefit of a more ro-
bust utility management and 
operations team available to 
better serve their customers 
on a 24/7 basis.”

CONTROL
Continued from Page 1

Farewell reception
The council will host a speical 

farewell reception from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 8, to cele-
brate retirees Richard Grabbe, who 
has served the city for 37 years, and 
Gary Beans, who has served the 
city for 18 years, In addition, the 
city will recognize the years of ser-
vice of its utility department em-
ployees: Julio Granados, Buddy 
Morris, Mike Taylor and Cody Mea-
ger.

Members of the public are invited 
and encouraged to attend the event, 
which will be at City Hall, 20750 
River Drive.

RSVP by Aug. 3 by contacting Lo-
retta Barton at 465-8500, ext. 1008, 
or email or lbarton@dunnellon.org.

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Bark was shredded off 
the tree, where a scorch 
mark shows where the 
lighning strike exited it.

Chamber hosts ribbon cutting for real estate school

JULIE MANCINI/Riverland News
Members and volunteers of the Dunnellon Chamber and Business Association welcomed Dr. Joe Ponds 
of Joe Ponds Real Estate School, to the DCBA on July 11 with a ribbon cutting at the DCBA office. The 
school offers online real estate training courses for all 50 states. For information, visit jpres.org.

Special to the RiveRland newS

OCALA — United Way of Marion 
County is seeking volunteers to be 
placed in targeted, kindergarten 
classrooms in 16 elementary 
schools for the 2018-19 school year 
to assist students in building criti-
cal literacy skills. 

Volunteer commitment consists 
of a 30 minute session during the 
school day, once or twice a week 
for 25 weeks throughout the 
school year. ReadingPals are 

paired with one struggling student 
to work with for the length of the 
program. Books, training materi-
als and background screening will 
be provided.  

New this school year, additional 
ReadingPals will be needed for 
group reading opportunities in 
the voluntary pre-kindergarten 
classrooms.

ReadingPals is made possible 
by United Way of Marion County 
with additional grant funding pro-
vided by Carol and Barney Bar-

nett, in partnership with the 
Children’s Movement of Florida. 
Since its inception in 2012, 1,108 
volunteers have served 1,127 Mar-
ion County children and more 
than 32,000 books have been dis-
tributed.

Multiple volunteer training ses-
sions will be offered starting in 
mid-July through August in 
United Way of Marion County’s 
Bonnie Heath Community Room 
(1401 NE 2nd St., Ocala) and at On 
Top of the World, Master the Pos-
sibilities (Circle Square Com-
mons, 8415 SW 80th St., Ocala). 
For information or to register, con-
tact Jan Hathaway at 352-732-9696 
ext. 212 or jhathaway@uwmc.org.

ReadingPal volunteers sought 
Readers will be placed in one of 
16 area elemementary schools
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 Wow, 80, Happy Birthday!
 The Riverland News would like 

 to help you tell everyone the 
 great news. Use our easy online 
 form to submit your milestone 

 birthday announcement, 
 including a photo 

 and we will publish it for all 
 to share in your happiness.

 Visit RiverlandNews.com 
 and click the Submit News button 

 at the top of the page.
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Salami-Babs
Recipe courtesy of The Beef Checkoff
Yield: 8 kebabs
 6  ounces beef salami or summer sausage, cut into 3/4-inch chunks
 8  bamboo skewers (8 inches long)
 4  ounces cheese (cheddar or swiss), cut into 1/2-inch chunks
 16  small broccoli florets
 4  baby carrots, cut in half crosswise
Thread pieces of meat onto skewers, alternating with cheese, broccoli and carrots. 
Arrange on plate and serve. 

Note: To prevent choking, children should be seated while eating, especially when a recipe 
involves toothpicks; encouraged to take their time and thoroughly chew their food; and 
should be carefully supervised. When serving young children, cut any circular-shaped 
foods like grapes, carrots or hot dogs into thin, coin-shaped slices or long, thin strips.

Fried Bologna Cups

FAMILY FEATURES 

Of the many challenges parents face daily, encouraging healthy 
eating habits for their children can be one of the most vexing. 
While the consumption of nutritious foods like vegetables 
is good for kids while they’re young, it can also serve an 

important role in encouraging lifelong healthy habits. 
One strategy for achieving that goal is to pair familiar foods with 

vegetables and prepare them in interesting ways. This tactic – pairing 
foods kids already enjoy with the foods you want them to start eating 
willingly – is called “associative conditioning,” and can help encourage 
children to try the new food, according to research conducted by 
Elizabeth Capaldi-Phillips and Devina Wadhera and published in the 
“Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.”  

For example, prepared beef products like hot dogs, deli roast beef, 
salami and summer sausage provide sources of nutrients like protein, 
zinc and vitamin B12. In addition to the direct benefits, these meats can 
also be used in recipes like Green Bean Twists and Salami-Babs to help 
encourage the consumption of vegetables. 

Easy-to-make recipes such as Jerky Trail Mix, Fried Bologna Cups 
and Beefy Lettuce Cups also provide simple snacking solutions for kids 
that include the nutritional benefits of both beef and veggies. 

Find more family-friendly recipes and tips to encourage nutritious 
eating habits from the North American Meat Institute, a contractor of 
The Beef Checkoff, at meatpoultrynutrition.org.

With an abundance of prepared-in-advance snacks available that likely come 
along with unnecessary salts and sugars, it can be difficult to encourage kids 
to eat snacks with healthier ingredients. 

Quick recipes that include beef and veggies may not be the first snack 
idea that comes to mind for kids (or parents), but it’s not impossible to 
instill better decision-making in the kitchen. Skip the chips and improve 
your children’s snack habits with these simple ideas for influencing 
healthier decisions: 

n Enhance the visual appeal of foods by 
piercing them with decorative toothpicks.

n Offer a variety of colorful foods on a plate.
n Create color contrasts with foods on a 

plate or in a bowl.
n Arrange foods in an orderly way using 

a bento box or divided plate that helps 
keep them separate.

n Involve kids in preparing their meals.
n Pair nutritious foods, like fruits and 

vegetables, with well-liked or familiar foods.

Recipe courtesy of The Beef Checkoff
Yield: 4 cups
 1 1/2  cups kettle corn with no  
   added sugars
 1  cup mini unsalted  
   pretzels
 1/2  cup unsalted,  
   dry-roasted peanuts
 1/2  cup beef jerky, broken  
   or chopped into  
   1/4-inch bits
 1/2  cup golden raisins
In large bowl, stir kettle corn, pretzels, 
peanuts, beef jerky and raisins 
together. Seal in sandwich bags or 
serve in bowl.

Green Bean Twists
Recipe courtesy of  
The Beef Checkoff
Yield: 16 twists
 8  ultra-thin slices roast  
   beef, about  
   2 ounces, cut in
   half lengthwise 
 16  green beans,  
   trimmed, blanched  
   and chilled
Wrap one slice roast beef 
around each bean, creating 
spiral, arrange on plate and 
serve.

Fried Bologna Cups
Recipe courtesy of The Beef Checkoff
Yield: 8 bologna cups
  Vegetable oil spray
 8  slices beef bologna

Potato-Vegetable Filling (enough for one bologna cup):
 1/4  cup mixed vegetables
 1/4  cup mashed potatoes
 1  tablespoon grated cheddar cheese

Apple Salad Filling (enough for one bologna cup):
 3  tablespoons chopped apple
 2  teaspoons minced celery
 1  teaspoon golden raisins
 2  teaspoons light mayonnaise
 1  teaspoon plain, low-fat yogurt
Spray large, nonstick skillet with vegetable oil spray. Set skillet over 
medium heat and lay bologna slices in pan, as many as will fit in one 
layer. Let bologna fry until it cups. Transfer cups to serving plate and 
fry remaining bologna in same fashion.

To make Potato-Vegetable Filling: In small, microwave-safe bowl, 
stir together vegetables and potatoes; microwave until hot. 

To make Apple Salad Filling: In small bowl, stir apple, celery, 
raisins, mayonnaise and yogurt. 

Spoon desired filling into each cup. For cups with Potato-Vegetable 
Filling, top with grated cheese.

Beefy Lettuce Cups
Recipe courtesy of  
The Beef Checkoff
Yield: 8 lettuce cups
 8  ounces corned beef,  
   chopped
 1/2  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped water  
   chestnuts
 2  tablespoons unsalted,  
   dry-roasted cashew  
   pieces
 2  tablespoons teriyaki  
   sauce 
 8  butter lettuce leaves
In medium bowl, stir together 
corned beef, carrots, water 
chestnuts, cashew pieces and 
teriyaki sauce. Spoon onto 
lettuce leaves and serve.

6 Strategies to Encourage  
Nutritious Snacking

Jerky Trail Mix

Green Bean Twists and Beefy Lettuce Cups

Jerky Trail Mix

Salami-Babs
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SAR004143

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm
Deadline Monday 2pm

To Place a Classified
Ad Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm
Deadline Monday 2pm

7168-0826   RIV
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of:

Lindsey’s Towing & Recovery
located at 8820 SW 40th Ave., Ocala, FL 34476, in the County of Marion, intends 
to register the said name with the Division of Corporations of the Florida Depart-
ment of State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Ocala, Florida, this 16 day of July, 2018.
John Mark Lindsey, Owner

Rhonda Sue Lindsey, Owner
Published July 26, 2018.

7177-0726   RIV
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida Statutes.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the undersigned, desiring to engage in business 
under the fictitious name of:

Sacred Dreams Farm
located at 6020 NW 2nd Ave., Ocala, FL 34475, in the County of Marion, intends 
to register the said name with the Division of Corporations of the Florida Depart-
ment of State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Ocala, Florida, this 19 day of July, 2018.
Shree Dawn West, Owner

Henry Dee West, Owner
Published July 26, 2018.

7169-0726   RIV
8/1  Board of Directors bi-monthly meeting

The Early Learning Coalition of the Nature Coast, a United Way supported or-
ganization, will be facilitating the Board of Directors bi-monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, August 1, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting will be at the Early Learn-
ing Coalition of the Nature Coast’s main office, 382 N Suncoast Blvd. Crystal 
River, FL. 34429. Please contact Coalition Staff at 352-563-9939, ext. 263 if you 
have any questions.
Public participation is welcome.

Published July 26, 2018.

7170-0726   RIV  ( 8/9 sale(s)  2002 Dodge )
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:  BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC. gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles on 08/09/2018, 09:00 am at 1901 
NW MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL 34475-5007, pursuant to subsection 
713.78 of the Florida Statutes. BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC reserves the right 
to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

3B7HA18N62G102603   2002 DODGE
Published July 26, 2018.

7171-0726   RIV  ( 8/14 sale(s)  2003 Chevrolet)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:  BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC. gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles on 08/14/2018, 09:00 am at 1901 
NW MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL 34475-5007, pursuant to subsection 
713.78 of the Florida Statutes. BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC reserves the right 
to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

2G1WF55K439410366  2003 CHEVROLET
Published July 26, 2018.

7172-0726   RIV  ( 8/15 sale(s)  1999 & 2001 Chryslers)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:  BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC. gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles on 08/15/2018, 09:00 am at 1901 
NW MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL 34475-5007, pursuant to subsection 
713.78 of the Florida Statutes. BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC reserves the right 
to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

1C4GP64L4XB605445    1999 CHRYSLER
1C8GJ25301B261319    2001 CHRYSLER

Published July 26, 2018.

7173-0726   RIV  ( 8/19 sale(s)  2009 Nissan)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:  BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC. gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and intent to sell these vehicles on 08/19/2018, 09:00 am at 1901 
NW MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL 34475-5007, pursuant to subsection 
713.78 of the Florida Statutes. BIG JOE’S TOWING SERVICE INC reserves the right 
to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

1N4AL21E19N413603   2009 NISSAN
Published July 26, 2018.

7179-0726   RIV  ( 8/14 sale )   NOTICE OF SALE
ROBERT’S TOWING & RECOVERY, LLC, gives Notice of Foreclosure of Lien and in-
tent to sell the following vehicle on 08/14/18 9:00 am at 1030 N.E. 95th St. 
Ocala, FL 34479, pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the Florida Statutes. ROBERT’S
TOWING & RECOVERY, LLC, reserves the right to accept or reject any and/or all 
bids.

2017 KIA    VIN:  3KPFK4A75HE059796
Published July 26, 2018.

7180-0726   RIV ( 8/13 sale )     NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
Mom’s Towing, Inc. gives notice of Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell these 
vehicles on 8/13/2018 at 1:00 PM at 1675 SE 180th Avenue, Silver Springs, FL 
34488  pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the Florida Statutes.  Mom’s Towing, Inc. 
reserves the right to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

3FEHF25H7VMA06305    1997 FORD F250
1G3WH12M0SD316938   1995 OLDSMOBILE CUTLASS SUPREME SL

Published July 26, 2018.

7181-0726   RIV ( 8/13 sale )     NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
Mom’s Towing, Inc. gives notice of Foreclosure of Lien and intent to sell these 
vehicles on 8/13/2018 at 1:00 PM at 1675 SE 180th Avenue, Silver Springs, FL 
34488  pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the Florida Statutes.  Mom’s Towing, Inc. 
reserves the right to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

3B7HC13Y7YG144962     2000 DODGE RAM 1500
Published July 26, 2018.

7135-0705   RIV
Simpson, Novlet E.   17CA000971AX   Notice of Action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

Case No. 17CA000971AX

Branch Banking and Trust Company
Plaintiff,

vs.
Novlet E. Simpson a/k/a N. Simpson, et al,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION - CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO:     Frank Authur Simpson a/k/a Frank A. Simpson
Last Known Address: 15765 SW 37th Cir, Ocala, FL  34473

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the 
following property in Marion County, Florida:

LOT 5, BLOCK 833, MARION OAKS UNIT FIVE, AS PER PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK O, PAGES 81 THROUGH 106, PUBLIC RECORDS OF MARION COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on Jeffrey Seiden, Esquire, Brock & Scott, PLLC., the 
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is 1501 N.W. 49th Street, Suite 200, Ft. Laud-
erdale, FL. 33309, within thirty (30) days of the first date of publication on or be-
fore,  and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on 
the Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be en-
tered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED on July 5, 2018.
David Ellspermann, As Clerk of the Court

(COURT SEAL)
By: N. Hernandez, As Deputy Clerk

Published July 19 & 26, 2018.                     17-F01634

7174-0802   RIV
Oliva, Sixto   422013CA003135CAAXXX   Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:   422013CA003135CAAXXX

RONEN, LLC,
Plaintiff,

v.
SIXTO OLIVA, et al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE is hereby given that David R. Ellspermann, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of Marion County, Florida, will on August 20, 2018, at 11:00 a.m. ET, via the 
online auction at www.marion.realforeclose.com in accordance with Chapter 
45, F.S., offer for sale and sell to the highest and best bidder for cash, the follow-
ing described property situated in Marion County, Florida, to wit:

COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 13 
SOUTH, RANGE 22 EAST, MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA; THENCE EAST 380.00 FEET 
FOR THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE EAST 281.00 FEET TO THE NE 
CORNER OF THE WEST 1/2 OF THE NW 1/4 OF THE NE 1/4; THENCE SOUTH 452.00 
FEET; THENCE WEST 281.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 452.00 FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. EXCEPT ROAD RIGHT OF WAY.

Property Address:   852 East Highway 329, Citra, Florida 32113

pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure entered in a case pending in 
said Court, the style and case number of which is set forth above.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be enti-
tled only to a return of the deposit paid.  The Purchaser shall have no further re-
course against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to 

7178-0802   RIV
Denton, Mark   18 CA 998 AX   Notice of Action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO.: 18 CA 998 AX

PARK TREE INVESTMENTS 19, LLC,
Plaintiff,

MARK DENTON, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
(Publish in RIVERLAND NEWS)

TO: AMY M. DENTON
Last Known Address:  10826 Cory Lake Drive, Tampa, FL 33647

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclosure a mortgage on the 
following property located in Marion County, Florida:

LOT 29, BLOCK Q, HERITAGE HILLS REPLAT, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK F, PAGE 129, PUBLIC RECORDS OF MARION COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.

including the buildings, appurtenances, and fixtures located thereon.

Property Address:     809 NE 23rd Avenue, Ocala, FL 34470.

filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, 
if any, to it on HARRIS S. HOWARD, ESQ., of HOWARD LAW GROUP, Plaintiff’s at-
torney, whose address is 450 N. Park Road, #800, Hollywood, Florida 33021 on or 
before _________, 2018 (no later than 30 days from the date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice of Action) and file the original with the Clerk of this Court ei-
ther before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a 
default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint or 
petition filed herein.

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court at Marion County, Florida on this 19 
day of July, 2018.

DAVID R. ELLSPERMANN
CLERK OF COURT

(COURT SEAL)
BY: N. Hernandez, Deputy Clerk

Published July 26 & August 2, 2018.

7163-0726   RIV
Eichenberg Jr., George W.   2018-CP-965   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2018-CP-965

IN RE: ESTATE OF
GEORGE W. EICHENBERG, JR.,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

7175-0802   RIV
Masten, Richard L.   2018-CP-1157   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.: 2018-CP-1157
IN RE: ESTATE OF
RICHARD L. MASTEN,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of RICHARD L. MASTEN, deceased, whose 
date of death was May 23, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court for Marion 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 110 NW 1st Ave, Ocala 
FI 34475. The names and addresses of the personal representative and the per-
sonal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA STAT-
UTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is July 26, 2018.
Personal Representative:

Stephen Masten
590 Mannix Road  Peru, NY 12972

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ Lorenzo Ramunno, Esq. Florida Bar No. 765813
RAMUNNO LAW FIRM PA,  7500 SW 61st Avenue, Suite 100, Ocala, FL 34476
Telephone:(352) 854-5570  Fax:(352) 854-9267  E-Mail: ramunnolaw@gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail: ramunnolaw34476@gmail.com  www.ramunnolawfirm.com

Published July 26 & August 2, 2018.

7176-0802   RIV
Henry, Anne Marie   2018-CP-1169   Notice to Creditors

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION
File Number:  2018-CP-1169

IN RE: ESTATE OF
ANNE MARIE HENRY,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of ANNE MARIE HENRY, deceased, whose 
date of death was January 27, 2018, File Number 2018-CP-1169, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of 
which is P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478-1030.  The names and addresses of 
the Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is July 26, 2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ THOMAS J. HENRY
2707 East 65th Street, Apt. 1  Brooklyn, New York 11234

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ JOEL O. PARKER, Florida Bar No. 0070201
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A.  20093 East Pennsylvania Ave.
P.O. Drawer 2480  Dunnellon, Florida 34430

Published July 26 & August 2, 2018.

participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordinator for Marion 
County, Kristina Valdez, at (352) 401-6796, at least 7 days before your sched-
uled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the 
time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
impaired, call 711.

SUBMITTED on this 18th day of July, 2018
.

SIROTE & PERMUTT, P.C.
/s/ Kathryn I. Kasper, Esq.

Anthony R. Smith, Esq.  FL Bar #157147
Kathryn I. Kasper, Esq.  FL Bar #621188

Attorneys for Plaintiff

OF COUNSEL:  Sirote & Permutt, P.C.
1201 S. Orlando Ave., Suite 430  Winter Park, FL 32789
Toll Free:  (800) 826-1699  Facsimile:  (850) 462-1599

Published July 26 & August 2, 2018.

The administration of the estate of George W. Eichenberg, Jr., deceased, 
whose date of death was April 21, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court for Mar-
ion County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 110 NW 1st Avenue 
#1, Ocala, Florida, 34475. The names and addresses of the personal representa-
tive and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this notice is July 19, 2018.
Personal Representative:

Joanne Eichenberg
c/o K. Wade Boyette, Jr., Esquire

Attorney for Personal Representative:
K. Wade Boyette, Jr. Esquire  Florida Bar Number: 0977111
BOYETTE, CUMMINS & NAILOS, PLLC
8564 E. County Road 466, Suite 306 The Villages, FL  32162
Telephone: 352-775-4739  Fax:  352-775-4749
Email: wboyette@bcnlawfirm.com  jgerkey@benlawfirm.com

Published July 19 & 26, 2018.

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

Lung Cancer?
And Age 60+?
You And Your
Family May Be

Entitled To
Significant Cash 

Award. Call  
855-259-0557

for  Information.
No Risk. No Money 

Out Of Pocket.

Part time, Janitor
Citrus County 

Chronicle,
Crystal River,

Florida

The Citrus County 
Chronicle is seeking a 

part time Janitor
responsible for
cleaning and

sanitizing offices, 
meeting rooms,

bathrooms, break 
room and public 

areas.

Fill out an application 
at The Chronicle, 

1624 N Meadowcrest 
Blvd, Crystal River, FL

34429 or email
resume to

djkamlot@chroni-
cleonline.com

Final applicant must 
undergo

background and 
drug screens.

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYER.

CLEAN UP CREW

For local power 
plant. FT Hrs. & some 
OT may be required.

Must pass bkgrd. 
check & drug 

screening.

Email resume to:
sloan.salerno@

brace.com
and call

(850) 673-9871

AVIATION
Grads work with 
JetBlue, United,
Delta and Others

Start here with hands 
on training for FAA

certification. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call
Aviation  Institute
of   Maintenance

888-242-2649

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

DUDLEY’S
� TUES. 7/24  8AM
OPEN AIR ‘69 Star 

boat gheenoe
Tools, furn. house-

hold, & more!
� THURS 7/26   5 PM

‘89 Jeep Coman-
chee; ‘89 Ford F-250 

Art, Quality furn.,
jewelry, lots of misc.

� FRI 7/27   9AM
Onsite Auction 6610 

S. Palmer Ave., 
Homosassa. Furn., 

tools, mowers, wood
working shop, kayak, 

art & antiques
dudleysauction.com

352-637-9588
4000 S. FL Ave., Inv. 

Ab1667 10% bp

STANDARD
POODLE PUPPY

Beautiful
16 week old Boy

Has all shots,
on Heartguard.
Call to discuss
352-238-5832 or 

352-573-0457

Don’t Miss This 
One!

Only $182,900.
New cabin in

Western NC Mtns
w/views, fpl, vault

ceilings. 2 bed/2 bath 
on 1.57 pvt acres.

828-286-2981

Lake Property
Foreclosure Resale

Originally sold for: 
$91,900

Liquidation Price: 
$29,900

Upscale Community
Watch Video: www. 

LakeLots
Closeout.com
877-712-3650

Florida Waterfront 
Marketing, LLC.

LET US

WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL

TOLL FREE

1-877-676-1403

Riverland 

News

Classifieds 

Get Results!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or Not 

TOP $$$$$ PAID
� (352) 771-6191 �

POUR-IT CONCRETE 
Const. LLC

Full Concrete service 
** Free estimates **
33 yrs exp.  Large or 
small, we pour it all.
Jeff  636-485-9159

Grady Cross
Roofing, LLC

Residential &
Commercial

New Construction & 
Reroofs

Shingles & Metal
Experts

Free Estimates
Licensed&Insured 

CCC1331118
PH: 352-208-2417

STUMP
GRINDING

CALL JIM FOR
FREE ESTIMATES

(218) 289-3767
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 AS SHOWN 
 $ 49,200*     BASE PRICE 

 $ 47,495

 *INCLUDES SET-UP, HURRICANE ANCHORING, 2 SETS OF STEPS, SKIRTING. 
 A/C WITH HEAT INSTALLED, DELIVERY UP TO 50 MILES. 7-YEAR WARRANTY AVAILABLE.

 M-F 9-6, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
 Visit: PrestigeHomes.net

 SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR BECON SCORES 575 AND HIGHER

 CALL FOR AN 
 APPOINTMENT

  Out of 
 Area

 1825 Hwy. 41 North, Inverness, FL 34450
 ( Across from Inverness Middle School )

           352-726-4009 • 1-800-841-0592

 FROM 
 FACTORY

 TO YOU

 FROM 
 FACTORY

 TO YOU

 Largest Selection of Homes Under $60,000

 $ 33,904 FROM FACTORY TO YOU! FROM FACTORY TO YOU!
 Homes Starting from

 48’x28’

 PEYTON

 THE ONE STOP SHOP
 WE DO IT ALL! WELL, SEPTIC, POWER, PERMITS, 

 CLEARING AND SITE PREP.

 AS SHOWN 
 $ 66,475*     BASE PRICE 

 $ 58,795

 GAIL

 40’x24’  THE ONE STOP SHOP
 WE DO IT ALL! WELL, SEPTIC, POWER, PERMITS, 

 CLEARING AND SITE PREP.

 High School Football
 Preview 2018

 Tell your special football player
 or cheerleader in your life how
 much you care. Print an inspiring
 message in our annual keepsake tab.

 Ad Deadline: Tues., Aug. 14, 2018
 Publication Date: Fri., Aug. 24, 2018

 2 col. X 5”
 (3.222”x5”)

 2 col. X 3”
 (3.222”x3”)

 2 col. X 2”
 (3.222”x2”)

 Call 
 Lori Driver
 564-2931
 to reserve

 your space.

 2 col. x5”
 $ 89.00
 2 col. x3”
 $ 75.00
 2 col. x2”
 $ 49.00

 00
0U

59
T

‘Wine Down Wednesday’

JULIE MANCINI/Riverland News
Purple Sage Café owner Sandy Highfield laughs July 11 as she shares a sto-
ry with a patron about how she and her husband, Crofton, met during the 
restaurant’s Wine Down Wednesday wine tasting event. The patrons were 
served four different wines with food served to pair with each type of wine. 
The Highfields plan to offer another wine tasting event this fall.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Poetry Society  
meets monthly

The Dunnellon Poetry 
Society meets at 2 p.m. the 
third Sunday monthly at 
the Rainbow Springs Artist 
Cooperative, 20804 W. 
Pennsylvania Ave.

Poets will read as many 
as three pages of their own 
original work.  If time and 
material allow, an addi-
tional round of readings 
will take place.  A donation 
of $3 per attendee will be 
contributed to the Rainbow 
Springs Artist Cooperative.

For information about 
the group and its events, or 
to confirm attendance, visit 
www.facebook.com/dunnel-
lonpoetry or email Bob 
Wright, the host and coor-
dinator, at dunnellonpo-
etry@gmail.com.

Library Friends  
to host sale

The Friends of the Dun-
nellon Public Library invite 
the public to celebrate their 
inner elf at our Christmas 
in July book sale from  
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 30  
to Aug. 4. 

Everything in the book-
store will be half price all 
week.

The Friends of the Li-
brary bookstore is inside 
the Dunnellon Public Li-
brary at 20351 Robinson 
Road.

All proceeds from the 
Friends Bookstore are 
given to the Dunnellon 
Public Library for the pur-
chase of books and periodi-
cals, as well to support 
programming of interest to 

the community.
For information, call 

438-2530.

Civic Association  
to host Unity Day

The South Dunnellon 
Civic Association, in con-
junction with Citrus 
County Parks and Recre-
ation, will host a Unity Day 
Family Fun Day from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 4, at Eugene Martin 
Park on South U.S. 41 be-
hind Scally’s Auto Shop.

The event will feature 
entertainment, games, in-
formation booths and ven-
dors. 

For information, call 
Randy Campbell at 208-
1862; Joanne Jones at 804-
7031; or Marie Friend at 
813-495-0116.

Habitat for Humanity 
seeks volunteers

Habitat for Humanity of 
Marion County has 13 
families who need homes 
and is in need of volun-
teers who know their way 
around a hammer.

Habitat for Humanity 
will host an orientation for 
construction volunteers at 
2 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 15, 
at its construction ware-
house at 2515 NW 10th St, 
Ocala. Come and hear 
about our construction vol-
unteers who partner to-
gether to build an 
affordable and safe home 
for a family that never 
dreamed of owning a 
home.

To find out more about 
this orientation event, con-
tact Brittney Fish, volun-

teer coordinator, at Bfish@
habitatocala.org or call 
352-351-4663. 

Outdoor expo  
slated Aug. 18

93.7 K COUNTRY and 
WIND-FM 92.5/95.5 will 
host the Outdoor Expo 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 18 at the 
Southeastern Livestock 
Pavilion, 2232 NE Jack-
sonville Road, Ocala.

The event is free and 
open to the public. Guests 
can shoot air guns, try ar-
chery or casting, take a 
photo with a live alligator, 
and learn about camping 
in bear country. Hear from 
Aaron Phillips, extreme 
survivalist and local guide 
who appeared on Discov-
ery Channel’s “Naked and 
Afraid.”

The first 50 children 
will receive a free fishing 
pole, courtesy of Toomey 
Tools. Additional give-
aways include Luke Bryan 
concert tickets and Lynyrd 
Skynyrd concert tickets.

For information, visit 
www.937kcountry.com or 
www.windfm.com.

CareGiver Support 
Group to meet

The local CareGiver 
Support Group meets at 
noon the first and third 
Thursdays monthly at the 
Dunnellon Public Library. 

The group shares infor-
mation and access to re-
sources that can help care 
givers be more effective. 

For information, email 
rhenton584@aol.com.
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 © 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real  Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Coldwell Banker®, the Coldwell Banker Logo and “We  Never Stop Moving” are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC

 Wilbur Vanwyck
 Broker/ R ealtor ®

 A COLDWELL BANKER
 PREMIER OFFICE

 View all of 
 our homes at

 www.riverlandrealty.com

 REAL ESTATE SALES,  RENTALS
 & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

 11824 N Williams Street, Dunnellon, FL 34432
 Phone: (352) 489-4511  •  Fax: (352) 489-9976

 RIVERLAND
 REALTY

 A COLDWELL BANKER PREMIER OFFICE

 WHEN BUYING, SELLING OR RENTING 
 CALL DUNNELLON, FLORIDA’S 

 # 1 REAL ESTATE OFFICE

 SERVING THE REAL ESTATE NEEDS OF 
 DUNNELLON, FLORIDA & SURROUNDING 

 COMMUNITIES SINCE 1988


