
Three years after open-
ing her first Just a Cupcake
in Crystal River’s Heritage
Village, Lynn Coker re-
cently opened her second
cupcake bakery and café at
20001 E. Pennsylvania Ave. 

Coker, who lives halfway
between Crystal River and
Dunnellon, might look fa-
miliar to Dunnellon resi-
dents, because she was
the bakery manager of
Kash N Karry in Dunnel-
lon when the store opened

in the 1980s.
Don’t be fooled by the

name of the place. 
The menu boasts much

more than “just” cupcakes.
A half dozen fresh sand-
wich options, with sides,
round out the menu, and
all of the choices are pre-
pared with fresh ingredi-
ents. Trip Advisor ranks
her Crystal River location
among the top restaurants
in the area.

As far as the cupcakes go,
“I make different ones
every day, whatever I feel
like making,” said Coker. 

The choices June 25 in-
cluded Scotchy (butter-
scotch and caramel), Happy
Birthday, Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cup, Andes Mint Ex-
perience, Wedding, M&M
and chocolate.

Coker said Just a Cup-
cake will be open from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday, but
added that private parties
can be scheduled after
hours and the bakery plans
to get involved in the Dun-
nellon community by host-
ing events such as a brunch
with Santa. 

Delivery will be available
beginning in August and a
grand opening is planned

for October or November.
For information, call 352-

601-0047.
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WHAT’S 
HAPPENING

Man, 36, kills himself
at campground

A 36-year-old Miami
Dade man shot and
killed himself Wednes-
day, July 2, at the Rain-
bow Springs State Park
Campground, a Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office
report stated.

According to the
repor, authorities were
dispatched to the facil-
ity in reference to a
shooting. Upon arrival,
deputies observed a
white female, later
identified as the wife
of the victim, crying
hysterically while
straddling her late hus-
band’s body. Authori-
ties wrote she was
repeatedly crying “no”
and was kissing her
late husband’s hands.

The report stated
when asked what hap-
pend, the victim’s wife
said he shot himself.

The case is under in-
vestigation.

Tiger pride cheer
camp slated

The Dunnellon Pop
Warner Cheer organi-
zation will host a
cheer camp from 5 to 8
p.m. Saturday at Dun-
nellon High School.
The camp, open for
youths ages 5 to 14,
will be from 5 to 8 p.m.
and will cost $20 per
participant, who will
receive a T-shirt.

For information, call
Daneilya Hotaling at
352-209-9531.

Host families needed
for exchange students 

The EF Educational
Homestay program, a
nonprofit organization,
needs host families 
for 12 Chinese students,
ages 8 to 13, from July
17 to Aug. 2. During
their time here, the 
exchange students 
will attend classes at
Dunnellon Christian 
Academy.

Host families will
need to provide a bed,
meals and transporta-
tion. They will drop
them off at 8 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday for
school and field trips,
then pick them up at
5:30 p.m.

For information or to
register as a host fam-
ily, contact Pam Lange
at 352-274-3042 or email
pkelber@yahoo.com.

City will pursue state grant 
The city of Dunnellon is

making a push for a $650,000
Community Development
Block Grant for Economic De-
velopment through the De-

partment of Economic Oppor-
tunities (DEO) in an effort to
offset infrastructure costs to
lure a hotel developer to
build on the site behind the
Walgreens, according to City
Manager Eddie Esch.

The funding is based on the

number of full-time jobs cre-
ated by new businesses, Esch
said, and per the grant rules
those jobs must remain in ef-
fect for a certain period of
time. How long the timeframe
is and how many employees
the hotel would bring isn’t

known at this time, Esch said.
In addition, if the number of
jobs drops before the dead-
line of the grant rules ex-
pires, the hotel ownership
would be on the hook for re-
imbursing the state, not the
city.

What is known, a new hotel,
long proposed behind Wal-
greens on U.S. 41 and Brooks
Street, would impact the
city’s water system. The city
would not be able to provide
the proper water pressure
through its current system
based on standards 

Officials plan to use funds to update water system, lure hotel chain

Duke
plan
faces 

hurdles
Company wants
self-build option

for gas plant

The Florida Public
Service Commission
could decide by Sep-
tember whether Duke
Energy can build its
proposed natural gas
power plant in Citrus
County.

While the concept
has received strong
local support, several
entities are challeng-
ing the need for the 
$1.5 billion project, in-
cluding two other
power companies and
two large power users.

Last October, Duke
issued a request for
proposals for the proj-
ect. It received 12 sub-
mittals, including its
own “self-build” op-
tion. Seven projects
were involved from
five power companies
and all but one relied
on natural gas. 

None of the propos-
als actually met
Duke’s capacity re-
quirement. However,
they were evaluated
against Duke’s self-
build option, which
was determined to be
$282 million cheaper
than the next lowest
cost alternative.

Subsequently, in
May, Duke announced
plans to self-build a
“state of the art,” nat-
ural gas-fired plant in
Citrus County to sup-
ply 1,640 megawatts of
power in 2018. 

The company said

JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News
Lynn Coker, owner of Just a Cupcake, stands at the end
of the counter full of cupcakes at Just a Cupcake Bak-
ery and Café. Coker opened June 24, the second loca-
tion of her restaurant. For more photos, see Page 2.

Just a Cupcake opens Dunnellon location
JULIE MANCINI

For the Riverland News

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

See GRANT page 3

JULIE MACINI/For the Riverland News
Jim Bryan, who has been having his hair cut by Ray Wood since moving here in 1998, sits in
the barber chair recently for a haircut. Wood plans to retire in the near future, but he hasn’t de-
cided a date.

PAT FAHERTY
For the Riverland News

See DUKE page 9

Sabal Trail 
Transmission plans
to move forward
with proposed
pipeline./Page 9

ON THE INSIDE

In sitting down to
write about the his-
tory of Dunnellon I

had to think through
just what de-
fines history.
Does it have to
be 100 years
ago, 50 years,
yesterday? Or
can history ac-
tually be in the
future, but
hasn’t hap-
pened yet? 

This dilemma
comes to me when I
think of the looming re-
tirement of a longtime
pillar of the commu-
nity. From his humble
office, this gentleman
has participated in the
debates and decisions
affecting our little
hometown for genera-
tions. He has been on
the job plying his craft
so long, I can barely re-

member a day that he
was not there, and I am
no young man. 

Being such an in-
sightful person
on the goings-
on of the com-
munity, I truly
believe that
some people
actually do
business with
him just to gain
his insight on
the happenings
of the day. I

know I do on occasion. 
In today’s difficult

economy that makes a
strong statement. Most
of the longtime resi-
dents of Dunnellon
reading this will al-
ready realize I am writ-
ing about Woody the
Barber. Woody is an
icon of the community
and his retirement will

Jim Bryan walked
through the door and
took his rightful spot
in the chair in 
“Professor Ray
Wood’s College 
of Knowledge.”

“Haven’t seen you
in awhile,” Bryan
said to Wood on a re-
cent Tuesday morn-
ing. as he sat down in
the barber’s chair for
a haircut. “I’ve
missed you.”

Bryan moved to
Dunnellon from
Sumter County in
1998 and said he has
been coming to see
“Woody” the barber
ever since. “He was
the only one who
could cut my son’s
hair,” Bryan said, 
referring to his son
Shane, a tyke at the
time, who graduated
June 5 from Dunnel-
lon High.

Wood came to Dun-

nellon in 1961 from
North Carolina to
care for his parents. 

“I didn’t know what
I was going to be, but
I knew I wasn’t going
to be a sharecrop-
per,” he said, refer-
ring to his parents’
occupation. 

It was his parents
who encouraged
Wood to finish high
school and further
his education, which
he reported would
have been impossi-
ble had there not
been a baseball team
during high school.
Wood attended bar-
ber school in Jack-
sonville in 1962. 

“It got them off of
my butt,” Wood said
about his parents.

In September,
Wood, who lives in
Peaceful Acres in
Levy County, will be
married to his wife,
Brenda, for 50 years.

Barber has cut hair in
Dunnellon for 50 years Valuable education came

from sitting in barbershop

TALES OF TIME

JULIE MANCINI
For the Riverland News

See CUT page 11

Dwight
Porter

See TALES page 11



American Legion 
activities slated

American Legion
Wall-Rives Post No. 58
will be at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 6, with
dinner proceeding at 6.

The Women’s Auxil-
iary meetings will re-
sume in September.

Cub Pack No. 469
meets from 7 to 8 p.m.
Mondays.

Bingo is at 6 p.m.
Thursdays. Doors open
at 4. Smoking is not al-
lowed. Refreshments
are available. 

The indoor/outdoor
flea market will be at
7:30 a.m. Saturday, July
19. The pancake break-
fast will resume in 
September.

Kiwanis Club 
meets weekly

The Kiwanis Club of
Dunnellon meets at 8
a.m. Wednesdays at
Carmela’s Restaurant
with the exception of
the third Wednesday
monthly.

For information, con-
tact Ellie Pollock at
465-6803 for a reserva-
tion by the previous
Tuesday weekly.

Norm’s Clean Cuts 
accepting toys, food
Norm’s Clean Cuts

Barber Shop at 11941
Bostick St, Dunnellon
is a drop-off point for
the U.S. Marine Corps
annual Toys for Tots
drive as well as a drop-
off location for food do-
nations for Food 4 Kids
Inc., which provides
backpacks full of food
on the weekends for
needy children in the
area. Toy pickup is
available.

For information, call
465-3666.

Penno VFW Post 
plans events

Edward W. Penno
VFW Post 4864, 10199
Citrus Springs Blvd.,
Citrus Springs, an-
nounces the following
events.

Join us for darts at 1
p.m. Tuesdays and
bingo at 1 p.m. Mon-
days. $1 hot dogs are
available for lunch on

those days.
Plan to join us for

dinner from 5 to 6:30
p.m. Fridays. Tickets
are $8 each. 

The canteen is open
Sunday through Satur-
day at noon; and closes
at 8 p.m. or later Mon-
day through Saturday
except for meeting
nights, and 6 p.m. 
Sundays.

For information, call
465-4864.

Writers Group meets
first Saturday monthly

The Rainbow River
Writers Club meets at
1 p.m. the first Satur-
day monthly, except
January and July, at
the Dunnellon Public
Library, 30351 Robin-
son Road. All writers
of all genres are 
welcome. 

Writers hear and cri-
tique each other’s cre-
ative efforts, socialize
and talk shop as is the
tradition and custom of
all writers regardless of
time or place.

For information, visit
http://groups.yahoo.com
/group/wgdunnellon or
email waltersylvester@
yahoo.com.

TOPS welcomes 
members, visitors

TOPS (Taking Off
Pounds Sensibly) Chap-
ter 375 Rainbow Lakes
welcomes new mem-
bers and visitors. TOPS
has a new temporary
meeting time and 
location. 

For information, call
465-5807 or 465-7330.

Police collecting 
used cell phones

The Dunnellon Police
Department is collect-
ing cellular phones
with chargers for vic-
tims of Domestic Vio-
lence. The collected
phones are turned over
to domestic violence
shelters and provided
to victims to use to call
911 for any emergency.
Please drop off all un-
used cellular phones
along with the chargers
to the police depart-
ment, 12014 S. Williams
St. Dunnellon or at Re-
peat Boutique.
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 †If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 45 days of t he completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition. Fitting fees may apply. See store for details.  Bluetooth® is a 
 registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG. * Limited Time Discount. No other offers or discounts apply.  Discount does not apply to prior sales.
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 Dickey Richardson
 Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

 Inside  SEARS   Paddock Mall
 (352) 237-1665

 Rickey Richardson
 Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

 9570 SW Hwy 200  (Corner of Hwy 484 & 200)

 (352) 291-1467

 Inside

 CHECK QUALIFICATION – CALL

 352-291-1467

  Provider for most insurance companies

 WALK-INS WELCOME!
 Call for a

 FREE  demo today!
 Must present coupon. Any make or model. 

 In office only. One week only.

 FREE
 •HEARING TEST
 •BATTERY 

 REPLACEMENT
 •HEARING AID REPAIRS

 BATTERIES
 PREMIUM ZINC 

 BATTERIES

 99 ¢

 Limit 1 Coupon Per Visit. Limit 2 Packs Per Visit. 
 Must present coupon. One week only.

 0 %
 FINANCING
 ONE WEEK ONLY!

 12 MONTHS 
 SAME AS CASH

 Factory pricing for non-qualifiers

 FREE HEARING AIDS
 THAT’S RIGHT  YOU PAY ZERO$$

 Blue Cross Blue Shield
 Federal Insurance

 pays total cost of
 2 Miracle Ear

 Digital Hearing Aids
 Federal Government Insurance
 code #104, #105, #111, or #112.

 Empire State 
 Insurance Plan

 pays for total cost
 of 2 Miracle Ear

 Digital
 Hearing Aids

 New Location Inside Crystal River Mall (Next to K-Mart)

 FREE Service in Over 1,300 
 Miracle Ear Locations!

 Travel
 With
 Confidence...
 Miracle Ear Will Be There.

More than Just a Cupcake!

ABOVE: Wraps and sandwiches featuring fresh 
ingredients, such as this turkey wrap round out

the menu at Just a Cupcake Bakery and Café,
which opened June 24 on Pennsylvania Avenue.

RIGHT: A colorful selection of some of the 
cupcakes available at Just a Cupcake Bakery 

and Café features flavors such as Happy 
Birthday and Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup.

BOTTOM: Michaela Fraysier tries a 
Reese’s Peanut Butter cupcake after her lunch

June 25 at Just a Cupcake Bakery and Café. 
JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



A 34-year-old Ocala
man landed himself in
hot water with law en-
forcement authorities
over the Fourth of July
weekend after drifting
through the cool waters
of the Rainbow River.

According to a Dun-
nellon Police Depart-
ment arrest report,
Brandon T. Anderson
was charged with tam-
pering with evidence
and possession of mari-
juana, less than 20 grams
last Thursday while tub-
ing the Rainbow River.

The report stated offi-
cers with the agency’s
marine unit made con-
tact with Anderson 200
feet south of the city lim-
its on the river, and upon
doing so Anderson at-
tempted to conceal a
small plastic bag inside
his shorts. When he was
questioned about the
item, Anderson jumped
from his tube into the
water in an attempt to
destroy the contents of
the bag.

According to the repot,
after Anderson jumped
into the water the small
plastic bag, which con-
tained a green leafy sub-
stance, floated to the
surface behind him. The
plastic bag was retrieved
from the water.

The report stated Lt.
Sue Webb and Officer
Adam Robinson de-
tained Anderson and
brought him onto the
marine unit, transport-
ing him to Cpl. Mike
Miley, who took custody
of Anderson.

According to the re-
port, Miley conducted a
presumptive field test
on the green leafy sub-
stance in the bag, which
tested positive for mari-
juana. Anderson was
transported to the Mar-
ion County Jail. His
bond was set at $6,000.
He posted bond late July
3.

Woman, 22, 
faces charge

A 22-year-old Dunnel-
lon woman was charged
July 1 with uttering a
forged instrument, a
Dunnellon Police De-
partment arrest report
stated.

According to the re-
port, law enforcement
authorities were told by
Bank of America offi-
cials that Jalisa N. Mor-
ris attempted to utter a
forged check in the
amount of $493.45. After
her attempt, Morris left
the bank but left the
check and her Florida
identification at the 
location.

The report stated dur-
ing Officer Mike Anger’s
investigation Morris re-
turned to the bank at

which time she was
transported to the Dun-
nellon Police Depart-
ment for a post Miranda
interview.

According to the re-
port, Morris told author-
ities she had received
the check in the mail
after applying for a
cleaning job. The money,
she said, was to pur-
chase $200 in cleaning
supplies. Morris told au-
thorities it appeared
“odd” she received a
check in the mail. She
was asked if she had any
documentation such as
postage or the mailing
envelope from which
she received the check.
She told authorities no.

The report stated Mor-
ris admitted to attempt-
ing to utter the forged
check at Brannen Bank,
but was unsuccessful
after the teller advised
her she was not able to
cash the check. Morris
then said she drove to
Bank of America where
she uttered the forged
check, because she was
going through hard
times and needed the
extra money or else she
wouldn’t have uttered
the check.

Morris’ bond was set
at $2,000. She posted bail
July 3.
Man, 37, faces charge

Joseph P. Lannon, 37,
was charged July 6 with
driving while license sus-
pended, a habitual of-
fender, a Dunnellon
Police Department ar-
rest report stated.

According to the re-
port, Office Mike Anger
was conducting traffic
enforcement in the area
of the 12000 block of U.S.
41 when he observed
Lannon operating a blue
1995 Plymouth van. 

The report stated
Anger initiated a traffic
stop of the aforemen-
tioned vehicle at U.S. 41
and West Dunnellon
Road in Citrus County.
Lannon provided law en-
forcement authorities
with his personal infor-
mation, which was veri-
fied through the Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office
Teletype, which con-
firmed Lannon was a ha-
bitual traffic violator. 

According to the re-
port, shortly after placing
Lannon in the back of the
patrol vehicle, a Florida
Highway Patrol trooper
and a deputy arrived on
scene due to probable
cause to arrest Lannon
on charges of driving
while license was sus-
pended/revoked, uttering
a forged instrument and
providing false informa-
tion to a law enforcement
officer. Trooper Roberts
then transported Lannon
to the Marion County
Jail. His bond was set at
$5,000. 
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TAKING CARE OF OUR PATIENTS SINCE 1992
Bellam Medical Clinic

Rajendra P. Bellam MD
Board Certified Internal Medicine • Internal & General Medicine

Crystal Van Leeuwen, ARNP-C
EKG, Lab, Pap Test Done

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • www.BellamMedical.com

NEW PATIENTS & WALK-INS WELCOME
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Monday-Friday
447-3031
41 N. Inglis Ave., Inglis

Monday-Saturday
(352) 465-1199

20021 SW 111th Place., Dunnellon (Across from WalMart)

Hypertension
Gynecology

HOSPITAL PRIVILEGES: CITRUS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
SEVEN RIVERS REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Heart Disease
Women’s Health

Diabetes
Men’s Health

Arthritis
Physicals

Wellness Screening
Anxiety

Happy Holidays

THANK YOU CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES

CALL (352) 489-4844
Owner Does The Work

CLEANMASTER
26 Years in Business

Get Any 2 Services
Same Day and SAVE!

Gutter Cleaning
Entire House

Only $50

Pressure
Cleaning

• House  • Driveway 
• Pool Enclosure  • Roof
  FREE ESTIMATES!

Carpet Cleaning
$18

(3 room minimum)
Dry Cleaning or Steam

Per Room
Sofa
and 

Loveseat

Call for 
Details

Furniture
Cleaning

$60
1 Chair Cleaned FREE
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

Solution to puzzle 
on Page 10

established by the De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection

A g e n c y
( D E P ) .
But if the
city can
s e c u r e
t h e
g r a n t ,
the city
would be
able to
tie into

the city-owned Rain-
bow Springs Utility
System, it would be
able to provide
enough water pres-
sure per state stan-
dards and create
redundancy in both
the city and Rainbow
Springs systems, Esch
said.

“It’s a win-win-win
for everyone,” Esch
explained, noting by
creating the redun-
dancy in both systems
problems such as the
drop in pressure and
prolonged boil water
notice wouldn’t have
been necessary. “And
we get the hotel we
need to attract the
tourists.”

Esch said the city’s
sewer capacity would
not be negatively im-
pacted by the addition
of a hotel. The city’s
water system, how-
ever, is at near max ca-
pacity triggering the
need to tie into the
Rainbow Springs facil-
ity, Esch said. 

“That’s always been
the goal,” he said
about merging the two
systems. 

The grant, Esch ex-
plained, is not a
matching grant former
City Manager Lisa Al-
giere and the past City
Council had attempted
to secure to run a
water line from inside
the city to the Marion
County Airport. 

The City Council
heard the full presen-
tation at its workshop
Wednesday night. (See
the July 17 edition of
the Riverland News
for complete details.) 

GRANT
continued from page 1

Eddie Esch

Police: Man, 34,
faces multiple

charges
JEFF BRYAN

Riverland News

A member of the Florida Press Association

352-489-2731
352-489-6593 (Fax)

The Riverland News serves Dunnellon and the surrounding areas: Blue
Cove, Chatmire, Hills of Ocala, Lake Tropicana, Rainbows End, Rainbow
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Dane Myers Band jams at Depot

Photos by JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News
ABOVE: The Dane Myers Band, featuring longtime Dunnellon resi-
dent Taylor Dane Myers, played at the Historic Dunnellon Depot re-
cently as a fundraiser for the Dunnellon Christmas Parade, which is
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 6.
BELOW: Basist Joela Saintil plays the bass during the performance.

WE WANT YOUR NEWS
To submit news, email Editor Jeff Bryan at 

editor@riverlandnews.com. Photos must be high-
resolution images. Print photos can be scanned 
at our office at 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
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Proposed hotel
location not 
an ideal site

Diving right back in
As a young child, well into

my early 20s, I loved swim-
ming. I loved being in the

pool. Growing up, my friends and
I were lucky, or blessed
you could say, to have an
Olympic-sized swimming
pool in our town. 

That’s not to say I was a
great swimmer growing
up. I had two swim les-
sons, neither of which
paid many dividends. But
as a kid who spent many
days and countless hours
you either learned to sink
or swim. You could only
spend so much time in the shal-
low end while your friends ven-
tured off for the deeper spots of
the pool, or even better yet, the
diving boards.

So, as ugly as it was, I learned
how to swim and passed the
vaunted “test” to be able to use
the diving boards. We had to
swim the width of the 5-and-1/2
feet deep area of the pool without
assistance. And by swimming the
width of the pool, the doggy pad-
dle wasn’t going to cut it.

I was proud of that moment,
and I didn’t waste any time jump-
ing in line for the diving boards. I
went straight to the high dive. It,
at the time, seemed 100 feet

above the water. I’d probably feel
the same way today, only because
of my fear of heights. I toed the
edge of the board, looked down

and leaned forward. I
plummeted toward the
water as quickly as a 75-
pound sack of soaking
wet potatoes would. I
landed flat on my belly. It
stung, and knocked the
wind out of me. Needless
to say, I avoided the high
dive for a week and stuck
to the regular boards.

I never became profi-
cient at performing a

multitude of aerial tricks. I
lacked the athletic ability and the
fear of either cracking my head
on the board or landing flat on
my back or smacking the water
face first didn’t settle well with
my conscious.

Still, the pool was my second
home and I loved it. I loved the
sun, I loved gliding through the
water.

As an early teenager, my father
encouraged me to become a life-
guard. Why not? I could get paid
to hang out at the pool and work
on a tan? It seemed like a win-
win situation. 

The first day of training to be-
come a life guard was brutal. The

instructor told us to jump in and
swim. The water was freezing. He
just paced back and forth and ob-
served the group. More than an
hour later, he allowed us a break.
I went to the bathroom ready to
toss my cookies. But as I watched
two guys who were top-notch, all-
state athletes in their own right
lose their breakfast, I realized I
needed to suck it up. 

We returned pool side. The in-
structor barked for us to jump
back in the pool and swim. I
thought I was going to die. My
arms felt like jelly, which at that
point, I realized how a jellyfish
made its way through the water.

After the three-hour training
session, the instructor explained
we’d begin the actual training the
following day. Monday was his
way of weeding out those who
wouldn’t be able to handle what
lay ahead. Of the eight of us who
made it through the first day, five
of us returned. The two all-state
caliber athletes didn’t return, it
was too much for them. I, in my
own sense of twisted amusement,
found it comical. I managed to
pass the physical challenges as
well as the actual written tests,
then jumped right into the chal-
lenge of become a certified Water
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It’s no secret Dun-
nellon has a need
for more bed space.

We need it, business
owners need it. The
hordes of tourists filter-
ing into the city on an
annual basis need it.

A new, cutting-edge,
state-of-the-art hotel, or
resort, could help allevi-
ate a lot of ailing Mom &
Pop businesses, the
backbone of the busi-
ness community.

City officials, who are
working in tandem with
the Ocala/Marion
County Chamber of Eco-
nomic Partnership, have
been diligently pushing
to rekindle the years-
long plan to build a 
new facility behind 
Walgreens. 

There are a lot of folks
who believe it’s a win-
win-win for the commu-
nity. Frankly, we’re
skeptical. We have our
doubts. We don’t see the
community as a whole
benefiting from a hotel
in the proposed locale,
and we have our 
reasons.

The location. Hon-
estly, we have a lot of
beautiful, scenic spots
throughout the city. The
best we can offer is be-
hind the Walgreens,
next to the railroad
tracks with an “amazing
view” of the back of sev-
eral storefronts? Most of
the restaurants in the
area of the proposed
hotel are national chain
restaurants, with about
two local Mom & Pop
businesses in the 
nearby vicinity. 

We cannot imagine
the logistical nightmare
if there would be an
emergency at the pro-
posed location. How ex-
actly would you bring in
the necessary fire
trucks and other vehi-
cles with the railroad
tracks abutting a good
portion of the hotel?
Emergency vehicles
aren’t easy to maneuver
in tight spaces. 

In addition, the city is
working toward acquir-
ing a $650,000 non-
matching Community
Development Block
Grant for Economic De-
velopment (CDGB-ED)
to help offset costs of in-
frastructure develop-
ment. The plan would
include tying into the
city-owned Rainbow
Springs Water Plant. Of-
ficials see it as a win-
win, because it would
provide redundancy for
the city’s water system.
It could, officials say,
prevent an outage such
as the recent incident,
which forced more than
1,200 residents there to
be on a boil water alert
for more than 48 hours.

Using taxpayer dol-
lars statewide to pro-
vide necessary
infrastructure for one
business, not to mention
serving the city’s water

system seems a waste of
taxpayers’ money.

Most of our Mom &
Pop businesses are lo-
cated along East and
West Pennsylvania Av-
enue. Let’s not forget we
have Blue Run Park, a
beautiful facility which
serves as a kayak/canoe
launch for those who
own their vessels. Blue
Run Park will also serve
as a key trailhead for
the cycling/walking trail,
which eventually, with
good planning and vi-
sioning, will make its
way into town. 

There are a multitude
of businesses eager to
see exactly how city offi-
cials will route the trail
into town, because as
they see it, it could be a
major boon to their cof-
fers. For many years
now, officials have
boasted about the im-
portance of promoting
the city as a walkable
community.

Putting a hotel along
U.S. 41 defeats most of
these purposes. It will
put more vehicles on
the road as tourists seek
out locations to launch
their kayaks, canoes or
bicycles. Then again,
what businesses might
benefit from serving as
a shuttle service for
those ecotourists who
want to take advantage
of our natural re-
sources? It negates pro-
moting the city as a
walkable community,
forcing officials to find
the necessary funding
for what could lead to
unnecessary road re-
pairs. Let’s not forget,
the city’s share of excise
gas taxes will signifi-
cantly dwindle in the
coming years. Most of
those who would likely
stay at a location along
U.S. 41 wouldn’t make
the trek the heart of our
business community
after a long day enjoy-
ing the river or riding
along the bicycle trail.
They’ll aim for quick,
easy and convenient. 

We shouldn’t overlook
Duke Energy’s plans of
building a natural gas
plant at its Crystal
River location, which
would likely tie into
Sabal Transmission’s
proposed pipeline. Both
projects would mean a
lot of contract workers
seeking short-term
housing. It wouldn’t
come as a surprise to
see those rooms filled
quickly with contract
workers instead of
tourists, putting the 
city and the business
community back at
square one.

Officials and the busi-
ness community, includ-
ing the Chamber of
Commerce, need to
open dialogue about
what would be best. If
not, then we’re going to
take steps backward in-
stead of forward. 

See OTHER page 5

A summer filled with reality 
Is reality television taking

over your summer? The Kar-
dashians are back in my liv-

ing room, as is Honey
Boo Boo, the Robertson
family and a bountiful
supply of dancers and
circus performers. 

Don’t be depressed
that all your favorite
scripted shows are gone
until the fall. Be happy
the network executives
are filling our summers
with reality TV. It’s a col-
orful change. 

I’m not sure why I enjoy this
genre of television so much. In
the case of the Kardashians, I
think I’m fascinated by their
lack of concern about money or
much of anything else. I live
precariously through them and
dream how life could be. If I
was rich, carefree, had a
mother who acted 25, a dad that
looks more and more like a
woman and a butt the size of
Miami. Kim spent more on her
wedding than I will spend in my
entire lifetime. 

“Duck Dynasty,” “My Big Red-
neck Wedding” and “Swamp
People” I watch for the laughs.
And you can’t tell me they don’t
make you chuckle. You cannot
make up people like that. 

Of course, I hate when all my
northern friends and relatives
think these shows describe
most of us rather than the 
minority. 

“Sister Wives,” “The Little
Couple” and “Escape from
Amish” are mesmerizing as
very few people I know have

four wives, are only 3 feet tall or
belong to an Amish community. 

“Marriage Boot Camp” gives
us all a lesson in what
not to do during your
wedded bliss. And
“Shark Tank” gives us
all hope that one day we
too can be millionaires
once we come up with a
winning concept. 

With “America’s Got
Talent” and “So You
Think You Can Dance”
it’s about enjoyment. I

love watching people perform
and sometimes making a fool of
themselves. Remember the
original reality show, “The Gong
Show?” I loved it then, and I
love it now.

“Last Comic Standing” is hi-
larious, especially after a few
drinks. 

I hate to admit that “The
Bachelor” is one of my favorite
shows. Not only does it have
love, it also has drama, emotion
and excitement. Plus, it makes
me appreciate my husband
more. “Bachelor in Paradise”
coming soon.

I’ve never gotten into the
“Real Housewife” franchise,
but I know they’re very popular.
There is nothing real or house-
wifey about a woman in 5-inch
heels and perfect hair and
make-up all the time. But who
are they kidding? Those women
never cook or clean. With all the
money they’re making, I’m sure
they have all the help they need
at their beck and call. 

The most provocative reality
show I’ve ever watched is this

new one with Tori Spelling. Not
only does she reveal all the de-
tails of her husband’s sordid af-
fair, but we see every moment of
her gut-wrenching pain and sor-
row. She cries more rivers than
Justin Timberlake’s hit song. 

People never seem to get
tired of “Big Brother” and the
“Real World”. It’s a bit voyeuris-
tic, but we like to watch a bunch
of people living together. Sort of
like “The Waltons” on acid. 

Have you ever watched
“Fashion Police” with Joan
Rivers? Do yourself a favor and
watch it just once. You will have
the best laugh of your entire
week. 

What about the show “What
Would You Do?” Don’t you love
sitting there judging people and
feeling sure that if you were
there you would speak up and
put a stop to the injustice being
done. There have been times in
life when I actually did speak
up, but most of the time I just
try to mind my own business. 

Wouldn’t it be cool to have
your life turned into a reality
show? To have cameras follow
you around 24 hours a day and
have every one of your secrets
revealed? People all around the
world could actually watch me
watching TV. They could eagerly
spy on me as I got ready for bed.
I know they’d be equally enter-
tained while I was clipping my
toenails or clipping coupons out
of the newspaper. 

OK, so maybe I’m not a reality
star. But the reality is that I’m a
star in the eyes of my family
and that’s truly all that matters. 

THE JERSEY GIRL

Audrey Beem
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O P I N I O N S  I N V I T E D

● The opinions expressed in Riverland News editorials are

the opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.

● Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or let-

ters do not necessarily represent the opinion of the edito-

rial board.

● Groups or individuals are invited to express their opin-

ions in a letter to the editor.

● All letters must be signed and include a phone number

and hometown, including letters sent via e-mail, Phone

numbers will not be printed or given out. We reserve the

right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good

taste.

● Letters to the editor must be no longer than 550 words,

and writers will be limited to two letters per month.

For Letters to the Editor, 
see Page 5 of today’s edition.

Jeff Bryan
Editor



Safety Instructor, which
then was a glorified
swimming instructor
who got paid more. 
Regretfully, I let those
certifications expire
years ago.

Since moving to
Florida in 2000, though,
I’ve barely found time to
get my toes wet.

But that’s changed in
recent weeks as my kids
and I have been fre-
quently visiting nearby
public pools in the area.
So much so, we agreed
buying a season pass
was the better bang for
the money. My kids are
smart like that.

They love the pool,
they love splashing
around, cannon balls
and attempting to dunk
each other. Now, Jackson
reminds me of me. He
swims well under water
at short distances. He
hasn’t quite got the han-
dle of swimming on top
of the water. Jayden is
still getting his feet wet,
pun intended, at becom-
ing comfortable in the
water. Before to long, I
expect he’ll take it too
like Jackson. Emma is
the brazen one who, if
she could, would jump
right into the deep end.

What humors the kids
more than anything is
seeing their dear old
dad take a nose dive off
the diving board, or him
tossing them into the
water and seeing how
big of a splash they can
make. Jackson was even
allowed to jump off the
board and into the deep
end, albeit with a life-
jacket on, but he thought
it was the coolest thing
in the world.

Through it all, I forgot
how relaxing being in
the pool can be and just
how much I’ve missed it
the past 14 years. How-
ever, I don’t envy the
lifeguards. It was always
a thankless job, attempt-
ing to enforce the rules,
make sure the children
are safe so everyone can
enjoy a fun-filled day. 

As a lifeguard, we had
a blast. We broke plenty
of rules in our day dur-
ing our breaks and when
the pool was closed. Dur-
ing our breaks or down
time waiting out thun-
derstorms, we honed our
skills at Spades, Hearts
and Gin Rummy. We
were rentless when it
came to the practical
jokes, whether it was
freezing one of the other
lifeguard’s towels in the
deepfreeze in the con-
cession stand or hosting
“rookie day” for first-
year lifeguards. We
spent a lot of time in the
off hours continuing the
practical jokes, or sim-
ply hanging out away
from the pool. Those are
the times I miss the
most. 

For my children, as we
frequent the pool, I hope
they learn to have just as
much fun as I did during
my youth. Whether they
become world-class
swimmers, or just learn
enough to enjoy their
days, it doesn’t matter. I
do hope they can create
plenty of summertime
memories in their youth
as I did.

The world might have
changed since I was a
kid, but there are some
things that won’t, like hy-
peractive kids scream-
ing “cannonball” from
the side of a pool before
a thunderous splash and
laughter. 

Family endures 
tubing nightmare

We started our two-
hour tubing trip at the
state park site on South-
west 180th Avenue at
about 10 a.m. 

We paid $22 for tubes
and the adventure
began. We were only to
watch for a steel Christ-
mas tree on the right and
the exit ramp would be
on the left. 

After about an hour
into this trip, I was notic-
ing the lack of any kind
of water-safety craft. 

People were drifting
under piers and getting
stuck, one man slipped
out of his tube and
couldn’t get back on it.
One of the residents had
to help him back on his
tube.

Nobody was patrolling
the river, I guess they
were too busy patrolling
the boat ramp in 
Dunnellon. 

As we approached the
exit ramp, I noticed my
lady friend was too far
over on the river to
reach this ramp. 

You have to picture 40
people converging on a
10-foot ramp all at once
with inner tubes in 2
mph current. It kind of
looked like a cattle drive
across the Rio Grande
river. I looked back and
saw she was going down
the river, there was no
way of returning because
of the strong current. 

Does this mean she
has to float for another
two hours? No ropes, no
nets, nobody in charge at
the ramp. She finally got
close to shore and
grabbed a tree branch —

big mistake. It was full of
wasps that swarmed her
and stung her more than
60 times.

Her screams for help
went unanswered. Peo-
ple on the ramp were
screaming call 911, no-
body had a phone, no
two-way radios or a first-
aid box.

Finally a young man
and his girlfriend, or sis-
ter, made it to her with a
surfboard and paddled
her to the ramp that was
still full of people fight-
ing the current trying to
get us this thing. 

I personally pulled two
young girls up the ramp.
A young woman ran to
the office to get a wheel-
chair. They had to go
look for it and ques-
tioned if they really
needed to call 911. 

Finally, an EMS crew
showed up and checked
her vitals when two men
pulled up in a $30,000
Kubota ATV and put her
in the back seat, never
asking if she was with
someone. They just
drove off leaving us to
walk back, not knowing
if she would be OK.

If this facility was
owned by the private
sector, it would be shut
down in a heartbeat, for
the thousands of dollars
that are collected daily
on tubers. You would
think the state would be
able to spend some
money on safety.

May God bless the
young man and woman
who saved my lady.
Please let us know who
you are.

Bill Mittel,
Dunnellon

President has not 
done proper job

Editor’s Note: This let-
ter is in response to the
letter by Patricia Hess in
the July 3 edition.

President Obama has
done this country no fa-
vors. The middle class is
disappearing due partly
to Obama care. It has
caused so many busi-
nesses to hire only part-
time employees, because
they cannot afford to pay
for health care for their
employees.

Obama is not full-
African-American, he is
biracial. We have yet to

have an African-Ameri-
can president.

I am not a racist since I
have donated to the cam-
paign to get Dr. Ben Car-
son to run for president
in 2016. He has been a
pediatric neurosurgeon
and appears to have to
have the brains to run
our country better than
our current present. He
is also an African-Ameri-
can.

Weapons of mass de-
struction were probably
removed from Iraq be-
fore we got into the war,
but they did find gases
buried in Iraq that could
certainly be considered
weapons of mass 
destruction.

If President Obama
was in office for anyone
but himself he could con-
sider the health of our
country and our econ-
omy, and quit flying all
the time costing “the tax
payers” hundreds of
thousands of dollars
each time for the benefit
of himself and his family
instead of staying in the
White House doing his
job.

Doesn’t he trust his
subordinates to travel
and do the job more
often than they and save
a lot of money?

Please stay at home
President Obama and do
the job intended for you
and not go over the
heads of Congress to run
our country. President
Obama is not our czar or
our king.

As for the article by
Rev. James Snyder, right
on reverend, I agree with
you whole heartedly.

Miriam Lapham,
Dunnellon
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 Deb’s Natural Source

 • Whole food nutritional supplements 
 • Essential oils 

 • Herbal extracts 
 • Organic teas, coffees, 
 spices and flavorings 
 • Soaps & skin care

 352-586-0754
 3490 W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon

 Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-2
 Like us on Facebook for 
 more nutrition facts.

 The best in whole food nutrition

 Fresh Grain 
 Breads from 

 Sami’s Bakery
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 “There really is a difference in salons . . .”

 Nelly Has Relocated

 854-6531  Walk-Ins Welcome

 6160 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala,  Suite 99 in the Jasmine Plaza

 FOURTEEN YEARS EXPERIENCE

 Come See Nelly DeJesus

 000IQ3X

 Classes

 Improves coordination & flexability
 *   Also Available By Appt: Yoga Therapy-

    R eiki- I onic  detox foot baths
 *  Thursday Yoga Classes 6:15-7:15, Dunnellon • 352-322-0365

 Lowers blood pressure - Promotes weight loss

 MONDAY
 Rainbow River Club 
 12450 San Jose Blvd. 

 Dunnellon

 WEDNESDAY
 C .M. Hospital Annex

 602 Grace Street
 Inverness

 All classes 6:15-7:15

 c o-ed, all ages, no exp. 

 needed

 Bring a yoga mat

 or large towel
 Info & questions

 352-445-3815

 The Only Pet Store In Town

 *If We Don’t Carry 
 Your Brand, Special 
 Orders Are Available 

 Every Week

 20372 E Pennsylvania Ave.,
 Ste. G, Dunnellon

 Sat. 9-5, Sun. 11-4 • Mon. - Fri. 9-6
 (352)   465-1515

 VOTED BEST GROOMING
 000IJIG

 Grooming 7 Days A Week • Dog & Cat Nutritionist On Staff

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OTHER
continued from page 4



Imust confess to a se-
vere case of poverty. I
never took a vow of

poverty; it just
seems to have
worked out that
way for me. I am
so poor the
church mice have
packed their bags
and moved on. If I
knew where they
moved to, I might
join them.

Being poor can
have its advantages, but I
have yet to run across
any.

I am so poor I am not
able to pay attention, es-
pecially when watching
some television program
with the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage.
This has caused no small
problem with my wife.

We love an evening of un-
winding before the TV
watching some of our fa-

vorite programs.
I must confess
those programs
are getting fewer
and fewer each
year. Soon we are
going to have to
go back to read-
ing books.

Together we
will be watching
a program, and

when I say “we,” I do it
with certain modifica-
tions. My wife will get up
and go to the kitchen for
something and when she
returns, she asks me a
question, “What 
happened?”

I look at her with one
of my infamous quizzical

Baptist church plans 
anniversary bash

Riverland Baptist
Church will celebrate its
30th anniversary with a
“homecoming” celebra-
tion Sunday after its
10:45 a.m. worship serv-
ice.

The church, which
was founded in 1984, will
offer a sermon, music,
memories, recognition
and presentations. Cake
and ice cream will be of-
fered to all following the
morning service.

Sunday school for all
ages begins at 9:45 a.m.,
followed by the morning
service at 10:45 as well
as with an evening serv-
ice at 6 p.m.A nursery
will be provided.

The public is 
welcome.

For bus service or in-
formation, call 352-489-
6171. Riverland Baptist
is at 19455 SW 61st St.,
Dunnellon.

Donations sought 
for program

The Altar & Rosary
Society of St. John the
Baptist Catholic
Church is collecting
new and gently used
children’s clothing for
youths, ages 6 to 18, for
its upcoming “Clothe
the Children” drive,
which will be Thurs-
day, Aug. 7, in the
church pavilion at the
corner of State Road
40 and U.S. 41. 

All donations can be
brought to the church
office. For informa-
tion, call 489-5954.

Baptist church 
plans annual VBS
First Baptist Church of

Dunnellon will host its
annual Vacation Bible
School from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. July 14 to 18 at its
facilities at 20831 Powell
Road. The event is free
and open to all children
in prekindergarten
through sixth grade.

This year’s theme is
“Journey to Unchartered
Territory, Agency D3.”
Kids will enjoy music,
Bible stories, games,
crafts and lunch with no
charge. 

For information or to
register, call 489-2730.
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 Peace
 Lutheran Church
 Missouri Synod

 Rev. Terry L. McKee, Pastor

 Sunday School & Adult Bible 
 Class  9:00 A.M
 Sunday Worship Service

 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday Bible Study
 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday potluck & Bible 
 Study  6:30 PM
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 “The Church On The Hill”
 5 miles North of Dunnellon
 US Hwy 41 at Highway 40

 489-5881
 www.PeaceLutheranOnline.com

 D UNNELLON
 F IRST  U NITED

 M ETHODIST  C HURCH
 21501 W. Highway 40

 Rev. Eddie Fulford,   Pastor
 Sunday

 Communion
 Worship Service  8:00 AM

 Praise Worship  9:30 AM

 Traditional Worship  11:00 AM
 Nursery At All Services

 Sunday School  9:30 AM & 11:00 AM

 “Building the Kingdom in Everything We Do”
 352-489-4026
 www.fumc-dunnellon.org  00
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 7525 S. Highway 41, Dunnellon
 352-489-3166

 Saturday Reconciliation . . . . 3:30  PM

 Saturday Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 Sunday . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 10:30  AM

 Sunday - Spanish............ . . . . . . Noon

 Mon. Thru Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM

 Holy Days . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 7:00  PM

 www.stjohncc.com

 MASSES

 Catholic Community of St. John the   Baptist
 Father Jean H. Desir, Pastor
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 DUNNELLON PODIATRY CENTER, P.A .

 Medical and Surgical Treatment of 
 • Foot and Ankle • Bunions • Hammertoes • Fractures • Infections 

 • Heel Pain  • Arthroscopic and Endoscopic Procedures  
 • Diagnostic Ultrasound and X-ray on Premises

 Stacy Lynn Witfill D.P.M.
 Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery

 11786 Cedar Street (CR 40)
 (Next to the Women’s Club) 489-6621

 Most Insurance Accepted
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 489-2685

 Holy Faith
 Episcopal

 Church
 19924 W. Blue Cove Dr.

 Dunnellon
 T HE  R EV . J. J AMES  G ERHART

 Summer Service
 9:00 AM

 Healing Service
 1st Sunday Every Month

 Following 9:00 AM Service

 CR 484

 SR
 2

00
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 Faith  *
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 Dunnellon
 Seventh-day

 Adventist Church
 Welcome To Our Services

 Hwy. 41 & Hwy. 40
 Saturday

 Sabbath School 9:30  AM
 Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00  AM

 Tuesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . 4:30  PM
 For more information:

 352-489-3455
 www.dunnellonsdachurch.com
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 Romeo Baptist 
 Church

 Sunday School    9:30 AM
 Worship     11:00 AM
 Disciple Training  5:00 PM

 Pastor 
 R.D. Hess

 (352) 489-1788
 Sunday

 (Nursery & Children’s Church Provided)

 Wednesday

 AWANA  6:30 PM
 Youth Group      6:30 PM
 Bible Study        7:00 PM
 8 1 / 2  Miles North of Dunnellon Off of 
 Highway 41, Left at Church Sign  on

  SW 5 th  Place
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 A Progressive
 Community of Faith

 in the Heart of
 Central Florida

 Sunday Worship  10:30 am
 Adult Bible Discussion  12:00 Noon

 ‘

 God
 is still 

 speaking,

 Jesus didn’t reject people.
     Neither do we.

 First Congregational
 United Church of Christ

 7171 SW SR  200, Ocala, FL
 352-237-3035
 uccocala.org

 Dr. H.W. McSwain, Jr.,
 Pastor

 GATHERINGS
 A D IRECTORY   OF  A REA  C HURCHES

 “For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them.”    –
 Matthew 18:20

 711180

 Expires 8/31/13  Expires 8/31/13  Expires 8/31/13

 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED •  Free Estimates Licensed & Insured  100% Guaranteed

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Services
 Carpet & Upholstery

 Cleaning Services

 24 Hour Emergency Water Removal!!!  Carpet Dries Fast, 1-2 Hours

 • Tile & Grout
 • Carpet Stretching
 • Upholstery

 • Water Extraction
 • Air Duct
     Cleaning

 35%
 OFF

 TILE
 CLEANING

 Expires  7/31/14  Minimum charge applies.

 3 ROOMS
 & HALLWAY
  $ 65 00

 Expires  7/31/14  Minimum charge applies.

 CARPET 
 STRETCHING
 OR REPAIR

 25% OFF
 Expires  7/31/14 Minimum charge applies.

 Toll Free 866-443-1766    Local 352-503-2091
 www.ThuraClean.com

 Only

 30%
 OFF
 AREA RUG 
 CLEANING

 Expires  7/31/14  Minimum charge applies.

 coupon required  coupon required  coupon required  coupon required
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 BATTERIES BATTERIES BATTERIES

 ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES
 8” Tires/Rims

 NEW $39 50

 6V-CR220 . . . . $518
 8V-CR165 . . . . $589

 12V-GC150 . . . $599
 8V-T875 . . . . . $659

 2012
 Refurbished

 Club Car
 $5,600

 352-462-7030

 Flip Back Seat  
 $299 00

 18 mo. warranty with core

 GOLF CARTS GOLF CARTS GOLF CARTS

 Good running, used carts also available

 2484 W. Dunnellon Road
 (Hwy. 488) Dunnellon, FL
 (6/10 of a mile west of US 41)

 6V  12 month warranty   $459

 SUNSHINE STATE GOLF CARTS

 5185 A W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon
 (352)  489-8040

  TERMITES? TERMITES? TERMITES?
 • Get a fast, honest answer
 • Scheduling done within 24 hours
 • Reasonable prices without high pressure sales
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 Ask 
 about our 
 affordable 
 lawn spray

 STAR              TERMITE
 & PEST CONTROL

  China House China House China House  D INING  T O  G O   OR  E AT -I N
 (352) 522-0008
 (Next to Subway)
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 11352 N. Williams St.   (Sweetbay Plaza)

 Please  Call    (352) 489-9763

 China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet
 Lunch  $6.95
 Dinner $9.35

Thrift shop donates to local food pantries

Summertime in Dunnellon doesn’t always
mean “the living is easy” as local food
pantries are well aware. Donations tend to
be down and, yet, demand remains high.
Knowing this, the Dunnellon Community
Thrift Shop women voted recently to give
$500 checks to each of the local church
food pantries. First United Methodist
Church’s Pastor Eddie Fulford mentioned
their shelves were almost bare and this
check will certainly help fill them again.

Dale Meehan the food pantry coordinator
at Holy Faith Episcopal Church and Sandy
Zak and Walter Fleck, the food pantry co-
ordinators at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church, thanked the volunteers for their
years of support, which continues to help
them feed the hungry in this community.
ABOVE: Presenting the check from volun-
teers, from left, are Carmen Fisher and
Miller Schaedel to Eddie Fulford, pastor at
First United Methodist Church.

Presenting a check on behalf of the Thrift Shop are volunteers, from left, Beverly Carroll
and Tess Lemnios to Dale Meehan, Holy Faith Episcopal food pantry coordinator.

Presenting a check from Thrift Shop volunteers, from left, are: Mitch Tyre and Kris Tyre
to Sandy Zak and Walter Fleck, St. John’s the Baptist Catholic Church food pantry 
coordinators.

Photos by Joann McCullough

CHURCH NOTES

Geri Cook Davis, 79
On Friday, June 27,

2014, Geri entered
Heaven’s gate to join
her Lord Jesus and be
reunited with her
mother, Millie
and her hus-
band, John. Geri
was born March
4, 1935. It was
immediately ob-
vious that she
was a unique
personality. By
age 19 she was a
dancer and cho-
r e o g r a p h e r
working in Las Vegas
and at the Latin Quar-
ter in New York, danc-
ing behind headliners
such as Frank Sinatra,
Mae West, Jerry Lewis,
Lena Horne and Ertha
Kitt. Geri owned and
worked in businesses
from a travel agency
and yacht club to a
paralegal. From riding
an ostrich and an air
balloon in Africa to div-
ing in Brazil, Geri lived
every day of her life
with gusto and with the
joy of things to come.
Her enduring legacy is
the charity she helped
found and worked tire-
lessly for in Dunnellon,
CIA (Christian in Ac-

tion) which helps fami-
lies in need for toi-
letries and clothing.

Left behind to mourn
her passing and cele-
brate her life are her

adoring (step)
daughter, Angie;
two goddaugh-
ters, Niko and
Charlene; three
very special
friends, Dar-
lene Wendt,
Robbie Kellum
and Susan Le-
Brun; and many
cousins and

friends too numerous
to list.

Geri was a bright star
in the lives of all who
knew her and her light
will continue as a beau-
tiful memory to all of us
who love her.

A memorial service
will be 2 p.m. Saturday,
July 12, 2014, at the
Second New Bethel
Missionary Baptist
Church in Dunnellon.
In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions would be appreci-
ated to Christian in
Action, P.O. box 151,
Dunnellon, FL 34430.
Expressions of sympa-
thy can be made online
with Roberts Funeral
Home of Dunnellon.

OBITUARY

Geri Cook
Davis

Have a blessed day;
fire me if you dare

OUT TO PASTOR

Rev. James
Snyder

See PASTOR page 10
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FAMILY FEATURES 

T
his summer season, make it easier to get your 
good going with new delicious flavors and recipes.
Whether you’re greeting the day with brunch 
or celebrating an afternoon outside with a tasty

barbecue, there’s no better time for enjoying healthy and
nutritious food with family and friends. As you work to
prepare a spread of your favorite mouthwatering entrees 
and appetizers, look for new ways to incorporate healthy
ingredients that deliver on both flavor and nutrition.

Honey, which is rising in popularity both as a natural
sweetener and an ingredient in everyday foods and recipes, is
a perfect flavor with indulgent taste. Pairing the sweet nectar
of honey with a nutrient-rich nut, such as almonds, creates
richly decadent recipes that are as healthy as they are tasty.
Plus, products featuring honey’s subtle sweetness make them
versatile and appealing whether you are craving something
sweet or savory.

With a variety of honey flavored products available, such
as Honey Roasted Chipotle Snack Almonds, Hint of Honey
Vanilla Almond Breeze® Almondmilk and Honey Mustard
Nut Thins, Blue Diamond’s new line of honey flavored
products are versatile enough for a wide range of dishes.

For additional recipes that capture the sweetness of honey
and rich nutty flavors of almond, visit www.bluediamond.com. 

Summer Veggie Stuffed Portabellas
Servings: 4–6 
Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 25 minutes

2 tablespoons buttery spread or butter
1 cup onion, chopped
2 cups curly green kale, torn in small pieces 

1/2 cup tomato, chopped
1/2 cup bell pepper, chopped
1/2 cup zucchini, chopped
1/2 cup sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
30 Blue Diamond Honey Mustard Nut Thins, crushed

1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
4–6 small portabella mushrooms (about 4–6 inches wide)
1/4 cup Blue Diamond Honey Roasted Chipotle 

Almonds, chopped

Melt butter in large skillet over medium heat. Add onion 
and cook for 10 minutes. Add kale, tomato, bell pepper and
zucchini; cook and stir for eight to 10 minutes more. Stir 
in cheese, Blue Diamond Honey Mustard Nut Thins and
garlic salt. 

Remove stems from mushrooms and scrape out dark gills
with spoon. Fill with vegetable mixture and sprinkle with
chopped Blue Diamond Honey Roasted Chipotle Almonds. 

Grill over medium heat for about seven minutes or until
mushrooms are soft. 

Option: Add diced, grilled chicken and stuff into larger
mushrooms to turn this side into a main dish. 

Steakhouse Cheese 
and Almond Spread
Servings: 5 
Prep time: 10 minutes

1 block (8 ounces) 1/3 less fat cream 
cheese, softened

1/2 cup sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
1/4 cup Blue Diamond Hint of Honey 

Almond Breeze
1 teaspoon steak seasoning blend
2 garlic cloves 
2 green onions, sliced 

1/4 cup Blue Diamond Honey Roasted 
Chipotle Almonds, chopped

Blue Diamond Honey Mustard 
Nut Thins

Fresh cut vegetables

Puree cream cheese, cheddar cheese, Blue
Diamond Hint of Honey Almond Breeze,
seasoning and garlic in food processor. Add
green onions and pulse until finely chopped. 

Transfer to small bowl and sprinkle with Blue
Diamond Honey Roasted Chipotle Almonds.
Serve with Blue Diamond Honey Mustard Nut
Thins and vegetables. 

Spread may be prepared one day ahead and
stored tightly covered in refrigerator. 

Option: Crumble crisp, cooked bacon over top
just before serving.

Mango Date Smoothies 
Servings: 2
Prep time: 5 minutes

1 cup ripe mango, peeled, pitted 
and diced 

3/4 cup Blue Diamond Hint of Honey 
Vanilla Almond Breeze

3/4 cup vanilla frozen Greek yogurt
1/4 cup Blue Diamond Honey Roasted 

Vanilla or Honey Roasted 
Cinnamon Almonds, chopped

4 large Medjool dates, pitted
1 pinch allspice

Place all ingredients in blender and process 
until smooth. 

Bee-musing Facts about Honey and Almonds
� Honey bees pollinate one-third of the world’s food supply, including almonds. 

� Since 1976, Blue Diamond, the world’s largest almond processing and market -
ing company, has helped fund research in more than 70 projects focused on
enhancing the health of honey bees while improving crop production. 

� Every spring, more than a million colonies of honey bees are placed in
California almond orchards to pollinate the crops.

Source: Blue Diamond
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The Florida Sheriffs
Youth Ranches is pro-
viding a free weeklong
day camp that allows
children to participate
in various outdoor ac-
tivities and develop
positive esteem. “Har-
mony in the Streets” is
a community program
for boys and girls that
emphasizes respect for
others and promotes
healthy relationships
with local law enforce-
ment officers.

The Harmony in the
Streets day camp will
be held July 21-25, from
9 am to 4 pm at Silver
Springs State Park. A
maximum number of 60
children can partici-
pate in the program.
Funding for this local
program is provided by
dedicated individuals,
community based
groups, and a strong
commitment from Mar-
ion County Sheriff
Chris Blair.

The mission of the
Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches is to prevent
juvenile delinquency
and develop lawful,
productive citizens
through a broad range
of family-centered serv-
ices. Since 1957, the
Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches has served
thousands of boys, girls,
and their families.

This charitable, non-
profit corporation was
founded by the Florida
Sheriffs Association
and operates four resi-
dential child-care cam-
puses and two Youth
Camps. Additionally, it
provides community-
based services and
family counseling to as
many of Florida’s neg-
lected, troubled chil-
dren as funds will
permit. Voluntary con-
tributions are the pri-
mary source of
funding, especially
thoughtful gifts made
through special be-
quests in wills and
trusts.

The Florida Sheriffs
Youth Ranches, Inc. is
nationally accredited
by the Council on Ac-
creditation of Services
for Families and Chil-
dren, Inc. and the
American Camp Asso-
ciation. For more in-
formation, please visit
www.youthranches.org
or contact your local
Sheriff. 

Editor’s Note: This is
opinion piece on behalf
of Andrea Grover,
spokeswoman for
the Sabal Trail
Transmission,
LLC (www.sabal
trail.com) Proj-
ect.

After holding
more than 50
open houses and
public meetings
in communities
along the pipeline route,
and hearing from gov-
ernment officials, public
agencies, landowners,
community organiza-
tions and key stakehold-
ers, the Sabal Trail
natural gas pipeline is
moving forward.

The Sabal Trail under-
ground pipeline is a 474-
mile, open-access
natural gas pipeline that
will bring additional af-
fordable, clean natural
gas supplies to Florida,
while increasing the di-
versity and reliability of
the region’s energy deliv-
ery system and positively
impacting the economy
in the Southeast region
of the United States,
specifically Alabama,
Georgia and Florida.

Construction of the
pipeline is scheduled to
begin in mid-2016, with
an in-service date of
May 2017. Currently,
various re-routes are
being evaluated, includ-
ing those suggested by
individual landowners,
homeowners associa-
tions, and other inter-
ested parties that
participated in the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC)
Scoping Meetings, as
well as right-of-way
agents, environmental
team members, and en-
gineering design and
construction team mem-
bers. Following the
FERC Scoping Meet-
ings, Sabal Trail filed
its Draft Resource Re-
ports to the FERC in
June 2014. And, as the
project moves forward,
Sabal Trail is commit-
ted to keeping this line
of communication open
as we continue to work
with landowners, gov-
ernment agencies and
community leaders to

refine the Sabal Trail
project.

As you might imagine,
interstate natu-
ral gas pipelines
are extensively
regulated and
monitored by
federal and state
regulatory agen-
cies. FERC is the
lead federal
agency responsi-
ble for pipeline
construction,

and it is conducting a
thorough review of the
project, evaluating the
need and overall im-
pacts of the construc-
tion. The FERC scoping
process and the permit-
ting processes of other
federal and state agen-
cies provides the public
with multiple opportu-
nities to comment on
the proposed pipeline
project. 

It is also important to
note that because the
pipeline is an interstate
line, it will be regulated
by the U.S. Department
of Transportation, Of-
fice of Pipeline Safety.
The Sabal Trail
pipeline will be con-
structed and operated
to meet or exceed all
federal safety require-
ments and regulations.
The project will utilize
both tried-and-true
methods, as well as the
latest proven technolo-
gies, and it will be moni-
tored 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. Once com-
plete, it will be one of
the safest natural gas
pipelines in North
America. 

In addition to safety,
minimizing the impact
on the environment is a
top priority of ours, and
an extensive environ-
mental review is being
conducted to ensure that

environmental impacts
are minimal. FERC is
evaluating environmen-
tal impacts and will sum-
marize its findings in
either an Environmental
Assessment or an Envi-
ronmental Impact State-
ment. This report will
not only consider the
local wildlife and their
habitat, but will stretch
beyond that and exam-
ine all potential impacts
on important geographic
features, including Rain-
bow Springs, karst ter-
rain and the aquifer.
FERC’s final determina-
tions on the project will
be based on this environ-
mental analysis.

The construction of
the natural gas pipeline
can also have a signifi-
cant economic impact
for the state and the
counties along the
pipeline route. In addi-
tion to the immediate
impact of construction
jobs and the economic
activity associated with a
large construction proj-
ect, the pipeline will also
generate considerable
tax revenue in each
county it crosses and
permanent jobs in oper-
ations and monitoring of-
fices. And, as an
open-access pipeline, it
is possible for future
economic development
to occur along the entire
pipeline path, with natu-
ral gas supplying the
project’s energy needs.

Building Sabal Trail is
a long process. We look
forward to becoming a
part of the community,
and we encourage all
stakeholders to join us
as we ensure the safety
of the project and work
to minimize the impact
on landowners, 
communities and the 
environment. 

building a natural
gas plant was the
most cost-effective
option to serve fu-
ture demand, provide
system-wide reliabil-
ity and meet a 2018
in-service timeline.

As proposed, the
plant will be located
on 400 acres near the
existing Crystal
River Energy Com-
plex. It will get natu-
ral gas through the
proposed Sabal Trail
pipeline or an exist-
ing pipeline. It will
take advantage of
power transmission
lines and other infra-
structure at the 
complex.

Duke also main-
tains it has a financ-
ing advantage over
the other bidders.

The plant will be
built in two phases.
The first 820-
megawatt phase is
scheduled to come on
line by May 1 2018,
with the second
phase by Dec. 1 2018.
By comparison,
Duke’s four coal-
fired plants at the
Crystal River com-
plex produce 2,290
megawatts, while the
retired nuclear plant
averaged 860
megawatts.

Construction and
related activities are
expected to add sev-
eral million dollars
to the local economy.
An estimated 600 to
700 construction jobs
will be created dur-
ing the height of the
project. Once con-
struction is com-
plete, at least 40
permanent workers
will be needed to op-
erate the plant. 

Calpine Corp., a na-
tional wholesale
power company, owns
a natural gas plant in
Auburndale. It pro-
posed selling the out-
put of that facility,
508 megawatts, and
offered a free option
to sell the plant to

Duke during the
third year of the
arrangement for 
$300 million.

In filings with the
commission, Calpine
stated it believes
Duke and its cus-
tomers will be better
served by purchasing
the Auburndale plant
to avoid having to
build that capacity.

NRG Florida LP op-
erates a turbine gas
power plant south-
east of Orlando that
is interconnected
with Duke Energy. It
objects to Duke’s
plan as a retail elec-
tric customer that
would be affected by
the availability of
power and rates it
would have to pay.

The effect on cus-
tomer rates is also a
concern of the
Florida Industrial
Power Users Group
and White Springs
A g r i c u l t u r a l  
Chemicals.

The commission
has scheduled a hear-
ing on the proposed
plant for Aug. 26-27
and Sept. 3. Issues to
be considered will in-
clude overall need,
cost effectiveness,
the need for fuel di-
versity and energy
conservation or re-
newable sources.

Contact Chronicle
reporter Pat Faherty 
at 352-564-2924 or 
pfaherty@chronicle
online.com. 
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 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured
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 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!
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 PLUMBING

 Dunnellon Plumbing Supply
 �  Faucets
 �  Well Pumps

 2728 W. Dunnellon Rd. • 489-0690
 Open to the public

 �  Sprinklers
 �  Drain Fields

 �  Tanks
 �  Water Heaters
 �  Water 

 Conditioners

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.
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custom acrylic & 
 

 
glass windows.

 Beat 

 The Price 

 Increase!

 KEN - HANDY
HANDYMAN  LLC

 • Cabinets
 • Counter Tops
 • Drywall 
 • Painting
 • Tile

 (352) 465-2631
 License #L04000014330

 HANDYMAN
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 Member A.I.P.B. & N.A.T.P.
 Florida Notary Public

 Payroll Service

 David J. Ratchford
 Bookkeeping & Tax Service

 1400 SW Valencia Heights Ave.
 Dunnellon, FL 34431-2025

 Phone / Fax: 352-465-0814
 Cell Phone: 352-220-7585

 Personal – Small Business – Corporate

 E-mail: beancount29@bellsouth.net
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95
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 DUNNELLON  •  MARION  •  CITRUS

 489-3917
 Licensed & Insured #CAC1813249

 Specializing In System Change-outs

 We Service All Brands

 Maintenance Agreements

 Comfort Club Discounts

 24 Hour Emergency Service
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 �

 �

 �

 �
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 BBB RATING

 A+

 AC AND HEATING

   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES

 • Coat & Seal Pavers
 • Roof and Driveway Coatings
 • Ranch & Farm Fences
 • Wall & Ceiling Texture
 • Gutter Cleaning
 • Popcorn Ceiling Repairs

 PAUL GLENN’S
 Complete Painting 
 & Pressure Cleaning

 PAINTING

 Quality Work for Less  •  Free Estimates
 43 Years Experience  00
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  Jimmy Glenn 352-209-6228

9533 N. Citrus Springs Blvd., Citrus Springs  • 352-489-4477
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www.AspireSalonAndSpa.net

Local Citrus Springs Bone Cancer Patient

FUND RAISER
100% of the proceeds will benefit this local lady!

Sat., July 19
10 am - 4 pm
Raffle • Face Painting
BBQ • Mini Massages
Manicures • Haircuts

MA2826/MM29248

 “Where Quality And Price Meet”
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 CAC035472 - LIC. & INS.

  465-5353
 www.dunnellonair.com

 AIR CONDITIONING

 Replacement
 Specialists
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 CARPET CLEANING
 Countryside

 Superior Carpet, 
 Upholstery & Tile 

 Cleaning
 352-307-4100

 711178

 DIAL-A-PRO RIVERLAND  For Your
 Professional

 Needs...
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $39 99

 With coupon. 

 11928 N. Williams St.
 Dunnellon, FL (Triangle Building)

 352-489-1002
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 COMPUTER SERVICE

 PCs -N- Parts
 Free Diagnostics

 Computer Sales
 and Service

 Virus Removal/
 PC Tune-up Special

 CALL TODAY!

 GREG’S ALUMINUM
 “Pleasing people in Marion County

 since 1982”
 • Pool Enclosure Rescreens

 • Vinyl & Acrylic Windows
 • Garage Door Screens

 • Vinyl Ceilings & Much More

 465-0371
 746-6663

 Lic. & Ins.   Comp #2038 - MC3656

 ALUMINUM 
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 PAINTING

 352-465-6631

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”  00
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DUKE
continued from page 1

OPEN HOUSE

■ Duke Energy has
scheduled an open
house on its pro-
posed natural gas
plant from 3 to 7
p.m. today at the 
Plantation on Crystal
River, 9301 W. Fort
Island Trail, Crystal
River. The event is
free and open to the
public. An informal
format will 
enable people to
come and go and in-
teract with subject-
matter experts. Light
refreshments will be
served.

Sabal Trail Pipeline
moving forward

GUEST COLUMN

Andrea

Grover

Sheriff’s office
in ‘Harmony’
with youth

Special to the Riverland News



looks and respond,
“Where?”

She then explains she is
talking about what hap-
pened on the TV program
while she was away. I then
tell her, “I’m sorry, I
wasn’t paying attention.”

This seems to be a
source of real frustration
for her.

“If you can’t afford to
pay attention,” she will
say sarcastically while
rolling her eyes, “couldn’t
you at least rent some at-
tention some time?”

I tried explaining to her
that old age is making me
a little more forgetful.
She, however, is not buy-
ing it, so there goes my in-
come stream. 

For me, watching televi-
sion is not an obsession; it
is more like a distraction.
I do not follow every little
bit on the television
screen. For me it is not a
matter of life or death, it
is just a matter of recre-
ation. I know that nothing
on TV is real. We can be in
the middle of the next
program and I do not real-
ize that the first program
has ended. Talk about
confusing!

When something does
catch my attention, boy
does it have my attention.

“Did you,” I ask my
wife, “hear that?”

Then it is role reversal
in prime time. I will not
say she acts like me, just
that it comes pretty close
to it. Not quite Oscar ma-
terial, but close.

“What?” She said with a
very confused look on her
face.

So I had to explain the
news story that I just hap-
pened to catch. I do not
know all of the details, I
was not paying that much
attention, just that some-
one was fired from their
job for saying to a cus-
tomer, “Have a blessed
day.”

I have met many cus-
tomer service people that
said things that I would
want them to be fired
from, but this has never
been on my list.

My wife then asked the
question I was thinking.
“What is wrong with
telling someone to have a
blessed day?”

I could not figure it out.
It is like at Christmastime
some places do not want
their employees to say to
the customer, “Merry
Christmas.” The reason-
ing is, it might offend

someone. What about us
who are offended when
somebody does not say
Merry Christmas to us?
This matter of being of-
fended can go both ways.
There should be an equal
offended person law.
There is a law for every-
thing else.

I just would like to meet
the person who is of-
fended by somebody say-
ing to them, “Have a
blessed day.”

Later that evening I was
watching a new crime/de-
tective story on TV and all
of a sudden, I heard some
words that were offensive.
They were saying curse
words that I have never
heard on TV before. I
have always believed that
if you have to use curse
words, it is because your
vocabulary is drastically
lacking in intellectual re-
sponses to the world
around you.

Here is my dilemma.
Why can you say curse
words on TV, which every-
body knows is scripted,
but you cannot say, “Have
a blessed day,” without
getting fired?

If I was in business I
would want my employees
to greet my clients with a
cheerful, “Have a blessed
day” and not some awful

curse words.
I was complaining

about this to a friend of
mine who explained to
me that curse words on
television are considered
“literary license.” Who is
paying for that license I
am wondering.

All of this has to do with
the PC syndrome in our
country today. The prob-
lem is what was PC yester-
day is no longer PC today.
Who knows what tomor-
row’s PC will be.

What I cannot accept is
the fact that being crude
and rude is PC and saying
something nice is not.
Have we reverted to the
caveman mentality? Is
being nice no longer ac-
ceptable behavior?

I like what David says,
“Bless the LORD, O my
soul: and all that is within
me, bless his holy name”
(Psalms 103:1).

Perhaps the reason peo-
ple are offended by that
phrase is because they
know that only God has
the power to bless. If I am
being blessed by God, I
am going to turn around
and bless people around
me.

So, for those offended
by that phrase let me say,
“Have a blessed day. And
fire me if you dare.”

10 � Riverland News, Thursday, July 10, 2014  

Riverland News
MONDAY, 2:00 P.M.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

CANCELLATIONS

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Advertisements may be cancelled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for the
dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

All ads require prepayment. We accept

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Riverland News. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

400-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

ROBERTS FUNERAL 
HOMES-

BRUCE CHAPEL WEST
located at 6241 South-
west State Road 200, 
Ocala, FL 34476, in the 
County of Marion, in-
tends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Tallahassee, 
FL, this 30th day of June, 
2014.

/s/ Wendy Russell
Wiener, Esq.

Owner’s Representative
Stonemor Florida LLC/

Stonemor Florida
Subsidiary LLC

Published July 10, 2014.

495-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

Absolute Auto Finders
located at 1735 NE 2nd 
St., Ocala, FL 34470, in 
the County of Marion, 
intends to register the 
said name with the Divi-
sion of Corporations of 
the Florida Department 
of State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Ocala, FL, this 
30 day of June, 2014.

/s/ Nick John Capolupo
Owner

Publish: July 10, 2014.

496-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

GOOD SHEPHERD
MEMORIAL GARDENS

located at 5050 South-
west 20th Street, Ocala, 
FL 34474, in the County 
of Marion, intends to 
register the said name 
with the Division of Cor-
porations of the Florida 
Department of State, 
Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Tallahassee, 
FL, this 30th day of June, 
2014.

/s/ Wendy Russell
Wiener, Esq.

Owner’s Representative
Stonemor Florida LLC/

Stonemor Florida
Subsidiary LLC

Published July 10, 2014.

497-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

ROBERTS CREMATORY
located at 606 South-
west 2nd Avenue, 
Ocala, FL 34474, in the 
County of Marion, in-
tends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Tallahassee, 
FL, this 30th day of June, 
2014.

/s/ Wendy Russell
Wiener, Esq.

Owner’s Representative
Stonemor Florida LLC/

Stonemor Florida
Subsidiary LLC

Published July 10, 2014.

498-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

ROBERTS
FUNERAL HOMES

located at 606 South-
west 2nd Avenue, 
Ocala, FL 34474, in the 
County of Marion, in-
tends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Tallahassee, 
FL, this 30th day of June, 
2014.

/s/ Wendy Russell
Wiener, Esq.

Owner’s Representative
Stonemor Florida LLC/

Stonemor Florida
Subsidiary LLC

Published July 10, 2014.

499-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

ROBERTS FUNERAL 
HOMES-

BRUCE CHAPEL EAST
located at 2739 South-
east Maricamp Road, 
Ocala, FL 34471, in the 
County of Marion, in-
tends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, FL.

Dated at Tallahassee, 
FL, this 30th day of June, 
2014.

/s/ Wendy Russell
Wiener, Esq.

Owner’s Representative

Stonemor Florida LLC/
Stonemor Florida

Subsidiary LLC
Published July 10, 2014.

401-0710  RIV
7/25 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

DAVID TAYLOR RECOV-
ERY gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and in-
tent to sell these 
vehicle(s) at 2024 NW 
57th St., Ocala, FL 34475, 
pursuant to subsection 
713.78 of the Florida 
Statutes. DAVID TAYLOR 
RECOVERY reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and/or all bids.
Sale 7/25/2014 @ 9AM

2007 Suzuki, VIN# 
KL5JD56Z37K544959
Published July 10, 2014.

402-0710  RIV
7/28 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Sale:

D & D TOWING OF 
OCALA gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) at 4125 NE 

403-0710  RIV
7/28 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 07/28/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 

404-0710  RIV
7/28 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 08/10/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
2 T 1 B U 4 E E 3 D C 1 1 4 3 1 9  
2013 TOYOTA
Publish: July 10, 2014.

Florida Statutes.
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
K N A L D 1 2 4 3 4 5 0 2 0 0 1 4  
2004 KIA
Publish: July 10, 2014.

Jacksonville Rd., Ocala, 
FL 34479-2427, pursuant 
to subsection 713.78 of 
the Florida Statues.
D & D TOWING OF 
OCALA reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and/or all bids.
SALE: 7/28/2014 @ 9AM

1999 FORD VIN # 
1FAFP53U3XG166117

2005 TOYT VIN # 
2T1KR32EX5C425330
Published July 10, 2014.

472-0710  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE

NON-RESIDENT NOTICE
CAUSE NUMBER 2014-PF-3881

405-0717   RIV
King Sr., Paul D.  2014-CP-908  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File No.: 2014-CP-908
IN RE: ESTATE OF PAUL D. KING, SR.

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of PAUL D. KING, SR., deceased, whose 
date of death was May 1, 2014, is pending in the  Circuit Court for MARION 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 110 NW 1st Avenue, 
Ocala, FL 34475. The names and addresses of the personal representative and 
the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is July 10, 2014
Personal Representative:

/s/ TAMBRIA ANN KING
2410 Murray Circle Archdale, North Carolina 27263

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ LORENZO RAMUNNO,  Florida Bar No. 765813
RAMUNNO LAW FIRM PA, 7500 SW 61st Avenue, Suite 100, Ocala, FL 34476
Telephone: (352) 854-5570  Fax: (352) 854-9267
E-Mail: ramunnolaw@gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail:ramunnolaw34476@gmail.com  Ramunnolawfirm.com
Published July 10 & 17, 2014.

490-0710  RIV
Kelly, Gary K.  2014CP993  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014CP993
IN RE: ESTATE OF GARY K. KELLY a/k/a GARY KENT KELLY,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of GARY K. KELLY a/k/a GARY KENT KELLY, 
deceased, whose date of death was May 4, 2014, File Number 2014CP993 is 
pending in the Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate Division, the 
address of which is P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478.  The names and ad-
dresses of the Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is July 3, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ DAVID B. KELLY
16600 S.W. 22nd Terrace Road, Ocala, Florida 34473

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ ROBERT J. REYNOLDS Florida Bar No. 0021415
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A. 8810 S.W. Highway 200, Suite 122, Ocala, Florida 34481
Published  July 3 & 10, 2014.

493-0710  RIV
Jarosz, Joseph P.  2014CP958  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014CP958
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOSEPH P. JAROSZ,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of JOSEPH P. JAROSZ, deceased, whose 
date of death was May 23, 2014, File Number 2014CP958, is pending in the Cir-
cuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 
P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478-1030.  The names and addresses of the Per-
sonal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney are set forth 
below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is July 3, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ JOSEPH W. JAROSZ
61 Highland Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ Joel O. Parker, Esq.  Florida Bar No. 0070201
BRETTY & REYNOLDS, P.A.8810 S.W. Highway 200, Suite 122, Ocala, Florida 34481
Published July 3 & 10, 2014.

IN THE Probate and Family COURT FOR CUMBERLAND COUNTY, AT CROSSVILLE

MELISSA DILLON, Mother/Petitioner
VS
RICHARD DILLON, Father/Respondent

IN THE MATTER OF; BRICE ALEXANDER DILLON (dob 05-22-2007)
BRIANNA ARIELLE DILLON (dob 09-15-2010)

IN THIS CAUSE, IT APPEARING FROM THE Affidavit by Melissa Dillon, WHICH IS 
SWORN TO, THAT THE DEFENDANT, Richard Dillon, IS A NON-RESIDENT OF THE 
STATE OF TENNESSEE, IT IS ORDERED BY ME THAT PUBLICATION BE MADE FOR 
FOUR SUCCESSIVE WEEKS, AS REQUIRED BY LAW, IN THE RIVERLAND NEWS, A 
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED IN MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA, NOTIFYING SAID 
NON-RESIDENT DEFENDANT TO FILE AN ANSWER WITH PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY,
Matthew Edwards, WHOSE ADDRESS IS 69 East First Street, Suite #203, Crossville, 
TN 38555, WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE LAST DATE OF PUBLICATION, EXCLUSIVE OF 
SAID LAST DATE OF PUBLICATION, OR A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AND THE CAUSE SET FOR HEARING EX PARTE AS TO said Respondent.

THIS 4TH DAY OF JUNE, 2014.
/s/ SUE TOLLETT, CLERK AND MASTER
/s/ Donna Davenport, Deputy Clerk

Published June 19, 26, July 3 & 10, 2014.

Driver Trainees 
Needed NOW!

Become a driver for 
Werner Enterprises.

Earn $800 per week!
Local CDL Training. 

1-877-214-3624

NAPA Auto Parts
Inglis

Is Looking for

F/T Exp. Counter 
Sales Person
Apply in Person

NAPA
Inglis, 24 Hwy 19

or Dunnellon
11473 N. Williams St.

AIRLINE CAREERS

BEGIN HERE-
Get FAA approved  

Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. 

Housing and Financial 
Aid for qualified

students.
Job placement

assistance available. 
CALL AIM 

1-866-362-6497

OWN YOUR
own Medical Alert

Company.
Be the 1st and Only 

Distributor in your 
area!

Unlimited $ return. 
Small investment

required.
Call toll free 

1-844-225-1200.

TRAIN FROM HOME

MEDICAL BILLING, 
ACCOUNTING 

ASS’T, CUSTOMER 
SERVICE,

NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED. HS/GED 

NEEDED TO APPLY.
Sullivan and Cogliano 

Training Centers.
1-800-451-0709

WANT A CAREER

Operating Heavy 
Equipment?

Bulldozers, Back-
hoes, Excavators.

“Hands On Training” 
& Certifications

Offered.
National Average 

18-22 Hourly!
Lifetime Job
Placement

Assistance. VA
Benefits Eligible!
1-866-362-6497

DUDLEY’S
AUCTION

TWO AUCTIONS
7-10 Estate Adven-
ture Auction  3pm 

outside rows of treas-
ure, tools, household, 
6pm Pontoon Boat, 
Diving equip, Estate 

Furniture,  new &
decorator items,

7-12 Auction: 11am
44’ - 1984 Aluminum 

Hull Houseboat
Lake Beresford Yacht 
Club  1961 Hontoon 

Rd, DeLand, FL 32720 
************************

call for info 637-9588
dudleysauction.com
4000 S Florida Ave 
(US41S) Inverness

Ab1667 10% bp 
cash/ck.

BRAND NEW
Queen Size Pillow Top 

Mattress Set $150.
Still in Original Plastic.

(352) 484-4772

BRING YOUR
FISHING POLE!

INVERNESS, FL

55+ park on lake w/5 
piers, clubhouse and 

much more! Rent
incl. grass cutting     
and your water

�� 1 bedroom, 1 bath  
$425.

2 bedroom, 1 bath
$475. - $525.

Pets considered and
section 8 is accepted.

Call 800-747-4283
For Details!

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

NC Mountains
near Lake Lure. 

New log cabin on 
1.59 acres, huge 

covered porches, 
vaulted ceilings,

EZ to finish, $74,900, 
add’l acreage

available. 
828-286-1666

WE BUY RV’S,
TRUCKS, TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
& MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE BUY ALL AUTOS
with or without titles
☛☛ ANY CONDITION

Cindy (813) 505-6939

CADILLAC
1990, Sedan DeVille, 

4.5,  4 door, V-8,
new tires, brakes,

fuel injectors,
air compressor,

batteries, original 
paint, no rust,

$2,400 obo
352-547-0768
770-778-8163

CHRYSLER
2012 Town & Country 

Wheelchair van with 10’’
lowered floor, ramp and 
tie downs Call Tom for 

more info 352-325-1306

Care Giver Available
in-home health care, 

doctor’s appts, er-
rands, companion, 

hskping, Former EMT
ref’s (843) 469-3204

Comfort Works, Inc.
Air Conditioning and 
Heating Service, Res/ 
Com (352) 400 - 8361

Lic# CAC1817447

Kitchen looking tired?
Re-Face not Replace!
KITCHEN SOLUTIONS
**(352) 794-3747**

STUMP
GRINDING
CALL JIM FOR

FREE ESTIMATES
(800) 478-8679

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

Puzzle answers on Page 3

PASTOR
continued from page 6



leave a void in the so-
cial fabric of the com-
munity that is likely
never to be replaced. 

I’m not sure when
Woody gave me my
first cut, but if I had to
guess a time, I would
say I was about 8. He
has given me trims for
school pictures, Little
League games, my
first date , my wedding
— I wish I had sought
out his insight on that
one — and even that
time in the 1980s that,
for no apparent rea-
son, I went out and got
a perm, all the while
participating in lively
debates on the events
of the day. 

My most rewarding
moment in Woody’s
“office” was watching
him give my son a
haircut when he was a
tiny tyke. Woody had
to prop him up on a
stool to be high
enough to work on
him and my boy was
unsure of the whole
situation and not to-
tally happy about it.
By the time Woody
was finished, the
fighting had stopped,
my boy was relaxed
and his hair was
trimmed. I definitely
got the impression
that he had done that
job before. 

Woody is a master of
his craft, and he gives
a good haircut also. A
friend asked me what
I would do when
Woody retires and
after a little contem-
plation I decided I
have many choices. 

I can let it grow
long, shave my head
or get it done at Wal-
mart. All poor choices
compared to stopping
in at Woody’s. 

So Mr. Woody, enjoy
your retirement; you
deserve it. Perhaps
sometimes when I’m
out that way I’ll stop
into Peaceful Acres
and give you eight
bucks to listen to what
you have to say about
what’s going on.  

They raised three chil-
dren, two sons and a
daughter. Their one
granddaughter is in the
fifth grade at Yankee-
town School.

Wood opened his shop
in Dunnellon in 1965
and moved to his cur-
rent location in the CVS
shopping center in 1974.
In the half century he
has cut hair, the cost of
a haircut in his chair
has gone from $1.50 
to $8. 

For the past 20 years,
Chris Polter has also
cut hair in Wood’s Bar-
ber Shop. Wood now
works Tuesdays and
Thursdays, while for
the past three years an-
other barber, Wallace,
comes in to work the
other days. Wood does
not claim to be the best
barber around. 

“You ain’t got to be
good. You just got to get
people to like you,” he
said.

Wood boasts that in
the 50 years he has been
cutting hair in Dunnel-
lon, he recalls one fam-
ily, the Roland family,
for whom he has cut five
generations of hair. 

“A customer starts out
as a customer,” said
Wood. “But you get to
know them 10, 20, 30
years; then they get to
be a friend.”

This is not the only
wisdom Wood has
learned during his
years of barbering in
Dunnellon.

Not only has he
learned all kinds of
things from his cus-
tomers, he has im-
parted wisdom to the
countless men who
have sat in his chair.
And there is a certifi-
cate on the wall to
prove it.

It states, “Wood’s Col-
lege of Knowledge: Sto-
ries and Factual
Information courtesy of
Professor Ray Wood.
Student’s input appre-
ciated.” Sure enough,
even though Wood was
not especially excited
about attending school,

he believes, “You can
learn something every
day if you want to. A
man who thinks he’s too
smart to learn anything
has got a problem.”

A steady stream of
customers came in on
this recent Tuesday
morning. Most of the
time, two or three peo-
ple waited for their
turn in Woody’s chair.
Occasionally, there
would be a little break
between customers. No
topic of conversation
was off limits. As cus-
tomers sat in the chair,
each and every one of
them received some-
thing more than a hair-
cut from Wood.

There was a lot of talk
about the power plant,
as many of Wood’s cus-
tomers either work
there or have retired
from there. 

“I had a chance to
work at Florida Power,”
said Wood, adding light-
heartedly, “All of my
friends have been re-
tired for 20 years.”

There was a lot of talk
about the value of good
neighbors, especially

when his neighbor, “old
Buck” sat down for his
trim. 

“If I hit the lottery I’d
still stay where I’m at,”
Wood said. “I got good
neighbors.”

There was a lot of talk
about women and how
to live with them. The
thread of this conversa-
tion was that the best
way to handle women is
to just say, “Yes,
ma’am.” One customer
reported that if his wife
retired, he would have
to get a job because he
can’t live with her 24/7.
Another, married for 63
years, talked about how
he guessed he’d proven
everyone wrong who
had said his marriage
wouldn’t last.

Real estate, stock
tips, aging, veterans’
benefits — the conver-
sations ebbed and
flowed and changed as
customers came and
went. Plenty of “do you
remember that time
when …  ?” was sprin-
kled in for good meas-
ure among the stories,
wisdom and good times.

“If I had the chance to

do it over, probably
not,” said Wood of the
profession. He might
have taken that job at
the power plant, or
maybe he and Brenda
would have opened a
fried chicken restau-
rant. “Everybody says
Brenda cooks the best
fried chicken they ever
ate.”

But those who visit
Woody for a few min-
utes in his “college of
knowledge” have differ-
ent ideas. Retired from
Florida Power, Rick
Ashman has been get-

ting his hair cut in
Woody’s chair since
1974. “I can remember
only one time, during
an outage in North Car-
olina, that I got a hair-
cut without you,” he
said to Wood.

Wood said he has a
retirement date in
mind, but he is not will-
ing to share it. “Don’t
plan too far ahead or
your plans change,” he
said. 

In the meantime, his
philosophy is simple:
“Every day is a wonder-
ful day.” 
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For More Information Call 352-563-6363 

Citrus County 
Auditorium

3610 S Florida Ave, 
Inverness, FL 

000IOSY

www.chronicleonline.com/healthylivingshow

• Audibel Hearing Aid Center
• Meridien Research
• Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute
• Solar Lights and More

• Citrus County Jazzercise
• Tri-County Hearing
• HPH Hospice
• Global Natural Weight

Photos by JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News
ABOVE: Ray Wood, “Woody” to his customers, takes a break between customers on the morning of
June 5. Wood has been cutting hair in Dunnellon since 1965. BELOW: There is a certificate on the
wall to prove it. It states, “Wood’s College of Knowledge: Stories and Factual Information courtesy of
Professor Ray Wood. Student’s input appreciated.” 

CUT
continued from page 1

TALES
continued from page 1



Friends of the Dunnel-
lon Public library have
begun to remove alien
invasive pest plants on
the 11-acre grounds sur-
rounding the library
building. The grounds
had about 15 exotic, in-
vasive plant species
listed by the Florida Ex-
otic Pest Plant Council.
Many of the pesky plants
are prohibited by the
Florida Department of
Agriculture. Others are
listed as noxious weeds.

As invasive plants are
removed, volunteers
have been planting na-
tive species to restore
some of the biodiversity
that was displaced by
the aggressive, exotic
species. By mid-June,
the Friends of Dunnel-
lon Public Library had
planted 129 plants na-
tive to Central Florida.
The 33 different species
include palms, the coon-
tie cycad, canopy and
understory trees,
shrubs, wildflowers,
ground covers and na-

tive grasses.
After a period of estab-

lishment, all the native
plants will adapt to natu-
ral rainfall so will need
no supplemental irriga-
tion. All are resistant to
native insect pests and
diseases so will need no
chemical insecticides or
fungicides. Having
evolved in Florida, these
natives are well suited to
the hot, wet summers
and relatively mild win-
ters. The library is in
cold zone 8b and heat
zone 10. Zone 8b aver-
ages about 10 to 15 frosty
mornings each winter
and has one or two
harder, longer freezes.
The native plants are
frost hardy and adapted
to torrid summers with
torrential afternoon
rains.

The soil in the plant-
ing beds has been
amended with organic
vegetative material,
finely milled yard waste
from Central Landfill in
Citrus County. Sandland,
a landfill site in Holder
hauled the decaying ma-

terial in a 33-cubic-yard
capacity dump truck.
This humus was spread
over the planting beds
and tilled in with a ro-
totiller. It will help re-
tain soil moisture and
slowly release nutrients
to the growing plants.
They will need no other
chemical fertilizers.

To protect the soil
from temperature fluc-
tuations the Friends
first spread shed oak
leaves over the new
plants root zones. Any
organic, decorative top
mulch helps reduce
evaporation and deter
weed seed from sprout-
ing. Rocks are not good
as they absorb heat and
can cook delicate plant
feeder roots. Gary Lep-
inett of Citrus Springs
raked and hauled a 6
cubic yard trailer of
pine needles for the
Friends to use as an at-
tractive top mulch.
Friends Jan Salter,
Roberts Teeny, Diane
Campbell and a reader,
RomarIngco spread the
huge load of Pine nee-

dles around the plants
and tree trunks.

The grounds at Dun-
nellon Public Library
are exceptional in their
area. There is a large
proportion of natural
forest left after the
building, parking lot

and drainage retention
areas were developed.
Friends of Dunnellon
Public Library plan to
restore the park-like
grounds with native
plants. The restoration
may take several years.
It will be a benefit to

wildlife, birds and but-
terflies as well as the
citizens visiting the 
library. 

For information or to
volunteer, contact Jane
Weber at 352-249-6899 or
email jweber12385@
gmail.com. 
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Friends of the Libary removing invasive plants from grounds

Special to the Riverland News
Librarian Nancy Pettus and members of the Friends of Dunnellon Public Li-
brary move pine needles to use as decorative top mulch on the native plant
beds at the 11-acre library grounds

Special to the Riverland News
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