
Chloe Cook, left, and Randy
Oram are the valedictorian
and salutatorian, respec-
tively, for the Dunnellon
High Class of 2014. 
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WHAT’S 
HAPPENING

22-year-old woman
charged with DUI

A 22-year-old Dunnel-
lon woman was charged
May 31 with driving

under the
influence
stemming
from a
March 28
wreck in
which
she
struck a
light pole
near the
old Dink-

ins Feed Store, a Dun-
nellon Police
Department arrest re-
port stated.

According to the re-
port, when authorities
arrived on scene, Na-
talie Samudio was in
the passenger side of
the vehicle being
tended to by Dustin
Dillard. Dillard told
law enforcement offi-
cials Samudio was a
passenger in the vehi-
cle and the driver and
another passenger had
fled the area on foot.
However, two witnesses
told authorities they
watched Dillard move
Samudio to the passen-
ger side of the vehicle
but they did witness
two passengers flee the
scene on foot.

The report stated
both Samudio and Dil-
lard were verbally abu-
sive to fire rescue and
EMS personnel, refus-
ing to answer questions
pertaining to their
mental and physical
state. In the report, Of-
ficer James Roberts
noted Samudio contin-
ued to be combative
with fire personnel 
and she was very er-
ratic with her emo-
tions. Roberts wrote in
the report Samudio 
required assistance
balancing herself and
walking to the ambu-
lance and could not 
determine for herself
the necessity of med-
ical treatment.

According to the re-
port, Samudio was re-
strained on a stretcher
and transported to
Ocala Regional Medical
Center for a blood test
and treatment of her in-
juries. The damage to
the light pole was esti-
mated at $4,000.

Samudio’s bond was
set at $500. According
to Marion County Jail
records, she posted
bond May 31.

DMS paraprofessional charged with DUI
A paraprofessional at

Dunnellon Middle School
was charged with driving
under the influence May
27, according to a Dunnel-
lon Police Department ar-
rest report.

According to the report,
Sara D. Humphrey, 37, was
also charged with driving
while her license was sus-
pended or revoked.
Humphrey is in her first
year at Dunnellon Middle,

a Marion County Public
School spokesman said.
She was hired by the dis-
trict in 2012, working at
Horizon Academy in Mar-
ion Oaks.

The report stated Offi-

cer Adam Robinson was
conducting traffic enforce-
ment in the area of Walnut
and Hale Streets, he ob-
served Humphrey driving
a red Ford car with an ex-
pired tag.

Upon making contact
with Humphrey, Robinson
observed her to have

droopy eyes, low, slurred
speech, constricted pupils,
which were slow to react
to changing light, and her
motor functions were slow
and inaccurate, the report
stated.

According to the report,
Robinson requestedSara D.

Humphrey

Police: 37-year-old snorted prescription medication

See CHARGED page 13
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Tina Billias, a resident since 2010, recently won a presti-
gious “Forum” magazine of the Florida Humanities Coun-
cil writing contest. She is a member of The Rainbow River
Writers Club, which meets monthly at the library.

Resident pens winning entry in writing contest

Winning a prestigious
“Forum” magazine of
the Florida Humanities
Council writing contest
was an unexpected sur-
prise for Tina Billias.

The novice writer de-
cided to enter the 250-
word writing contest
featured in the spring
issue of the magazine.

“I used to enter a lot
of contests for every-
thing until the stamps
(postage) got to be too
expensive,” Billias

said. “This one just
looked like a lot of fun.”

The only other con-
test Billias has won was
in the 1980s for writing
a story about a true in-
cident that happened in
West Palm Beach about
a girl who loved horses.
She submitted the story
to “FATE” magazine out
of the United Kingdom
and they published it.
She received a check
for $5 and three copies
of the magazine with
her story in it.

“It was wonderful
and the magazine went

all over the world,” she
remembered. 

Although she had nu-
merous avenues of cre-
ativity, writing has not
been her top priority
until she moved to Dun-
nellon in 2009 from
Lake Worth.

One small room in
her home is partially
filled with her paint-
ings, both completed
and those yet to be fin-
ished. Examples of her
art can be found dis-
played on the walls in
her home, leaned

DHS duo
earn top
accolades
Cook tabbed
valedictorian

You’ll have to excuse
Chloe Cook and Randy
Oram if they’re a bit nerv-
ous tonight when they lead
their classmates to Ned
Love Field at 7 p.m. for
Dunnellon High School’s
graduation ceremony.

The pair of seniors
earned valedictorian and
salutatorian honors, respec-
tively, for the Class of 2014.
For both, the accolades are
a culmination of four years
of hard work, dedication
and, most important, com-
mitment to academics.

“I’m excited, but nervous
to give a speech in front of
my whole class,” Cook said,
noting it was her goal to
earn the prestigious honor
since her freshman year.
“I’ve been keeping track of
it ever since.”

Why, though, is she so
nervous?

“I’m really bad at public
speaking,” said Cook, who
plans to enroll at the Uni-
versity of Florida in the fall
where she’ll pursue a de-
gree in mathematics with
hopes to begin a career in
Accenture science. 

“They analyze risks for in-
surance companies, based
on age, gender and informa-
tion such as that. It’s like
statistics,” she explained. “I
like math a lot, and there’s
not many math fields out
there. It’s more interesting,
more analytical.”

Throughout her four
years at Dunnellon, Cook
has been involved with Na-
tional Honor Society (NHS),
volunteered at Dunnellon

“But those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint.” — Isaiah 40:31,
Dunnellon Christian Academy Bible
verse for 2013-14

Perhaps an appropiately selected
verse for Dunnellon Christian Academy
this past year, as the school’s mascot is
aptly dubbed, the “Eagles.” So with
pride, joy and a small part bittersweet
for the administration, staff and parents,
Dunnellon Christian Academy proudly
will watch in earnest the seven Eagles
who took flight last Friday during gradu-
ation ceremonies for the Class of 2014.

More than 20 minutes before the start
of the festivities, the sanctuary at First

Baptist Church on Friday was quickly
filling up with family and friends to
watch as Michelle Suzanne Hobbs,

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Morgan Stephenson addresses her classmates during her valedictorian speech last
Friday during Dunnellon Christian Academy’s graduation ceremonies at First Baptist
Church of Dunnellon.

Dunnellon Christian Academy honors graduates

See ACCOLADES page 14

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

‘ Forum’ magazine selects Billias’ story as best
AUGIE SALZER

For the Riverland News

See CONTEST page 13

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Dana Waugh smiles as family and friends
snap pictures of the graduates entering
the sanctuary at the church.

See CHAPTER page 7

Natalie
Samudio 



It’s hard to believe it’s
already June. It only
seems like yes-

terday we had the
hustle and bustle of
Christmas. 

Many things
have happened in
the past few
months: the city
settling with Re-
gions Bank; the
new bicycle trail
bridge ribbon-cutting and
opening; Boomtown Days
have come and gone. Now
it’s time to look forward to
the kids getting out of
school, hot and lazy sum-
mer days with the dreams
of the cooler days of fall
with Jazz Up Dunnellon
and Victorian Holidays.

For now, we have to look
toward what we will be
doing for the month of
June. The Historic Village
will have its First Saturday
Village Market and the
American Legion is think-
ing about doing an indoor
Third Saturday Flea Mar-

ket. It’s a great idea. 
The chamber will host

its next breakfast
at 7:30 a.m. June 12
at Bentley’s
Restaurant. Dr.
Phil Geist, the area
director for the
Small Business De-
velopment Center
located at the Uni-
versity of North
Florida, will be the

guest speaker. He will
share information about
small business manage-
ment through marketing,

restructuring and building
your business into a thriv-
ing asset to the community.
He would love to share his
ideas with everyone. 

The breakfast is open to
all, members and nonmem-
bers alike. The cost is $8
per person, which includes
a buffet style breakfast,
taxes and tip. Bentley’s puts
on a great spread contain-
ing a wide variety of break-
fast items. 

Viola Soffe is president
of the Dunnellon Area
Chamber of Commerce. 

Editor’s Note: 
Friday marks the 70th
anniversary of the 
invasion of Europe 
by Allied Forces.

D-Day. It sounds
innocent
enough. Ask a

teenager about D-Day
and you
will get a
blank
stare.
Press
them
about the
issue
and they
may
guess it’s

a rock group, or
maybe a Silicon 
Valley start-up. H-
Hour debut album 
or second-generation 
software? 

It does not sound
like the moment in
time where the fate of
the free world hung in
the balance but at D-
Day it did. It very
much did. There is a
reason that Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower
spent those crucial
hours before the Nor-
mandy landing writing
a letter to the citizens
of the nations of the Al-
lied forces. A letter
about how he was re-
sponsible for the fail-
ure of the invasion of
Europe.  

It read: “Our land-
ings in the Cherbourg-
Havre area have failed
to gain a satisfactory
foothold and I have
withdrawn the troops.
My decision to attack
at this time and place
was based upon the
best information avail-
able. The troops, the
air and the navy did all
that bravery and devo-
tion to duty could do. If
any blame or fault is
attached to the attempt
it is mine alone.”

So there you have it.
That little bit of trivia
that we now have that
no one who partici-
pated at D-Day had.
That all-important
piece of data that they
could not know. That
nugget of information
that we so arrogantly
take for granted. It
worked. They did gain
a satisfactory foothold
and it eventually ex-
tended to Hitler’s
doorstep in Berlin.  

In reality this is
probably our last
major opportunity to
thank those who par-
ticipated in D-Day.

So thanks each and
every one of you for
pulling off that near
impossible feat. 

I do not like to think
about what kind of
world I would have
been born into without
your service and 
sacrifice.
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 Expires 6/27/14

 352-489-4933

 Deb’s Natural Source

 • Whole food nutritional supplements 
 • Essential oils 

 • Herbal extracts 
 • Organic teas, coffees, 
 spices and flavorings 
 • Soaps & skin care

 352-586-0754
 3490 W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon

 Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-2
 Like us on Facebook for 
 more nutrition facts.

 The best in whole food nutrition

 Fresh Grain 
 Breads from 

 Sami’s Bakery
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 Dunnellon
 20170 E. Pennsylvania Ave.

 (352) 502-4337

 AUDIBEL HEARING 
 CENTERS

20132013

 Portions of the proceeds support TRADE-INS 
 ACCEPTED!

 Get $$$ for your old hearing aids

 Tired of hearing, but
 not understanding?

 We Have A Solution!

 Ocala
 2400 SW College Rd.

 (352) 533-4981

 WANTED:

 HUGE SAVINGS!
 Candidates selected will receive tremendous savings, due to their participation. 
 If your evaluation shows hearing improvement with the new instruments, you may 
 choose to retain them at terrific savings...  Get $1,000 OFF our best technology!
 Participants who choose to keep the hearing instruments will also receive 
 FREE  In-Office Maintenance  for the life of the hearing aids.

 0 %  FREE 
 FINANCING

 The only local area hearing company with the most effective Tinnitis therapy

 American Owned. American Operated.

 CURRENT
 HEARING AID WEARERS
 We do free speech discrimination 
 tests to determine if your current 
 hearing aids are actually helping 

 you understand
 (no matter where you

 purchased them)

 000IFDD

 Get a FREE Hearing Test

 & $1,000 OFF

 *Must have hearing loss

 Audibel Powered By:
 Technology

 30 CANDIDATES WITH HEARING LOSS
 to try new WIRELESS Technology in Hearing Aids

 Are you, or someone you know, struggling with hearing loss? We need 30 people 
 with difficulty hearing, especially in noisy situations, to evaluate the latest in wireless 
 instruments from  Audibel  powered by Starkey Technology. We will perform thorough 
 Hearing Consultations FREE of charge to ALL callers. We will then choose 30 
 qualified candidates for this program.
 Please call immediately to schedule your evaluation to determine if 
 you are a candidate for this program.
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A member of the Florida Press Association

352-489-2731
352-489-6593 (Fax)

The Riverland News serves Dunnellon and the surrounding areas: Blue
Cove, Chatmire, Hills of Ocala, Lake Tropicana, Rainbows End, Rainbow
Lakes Estates, All the Rainbow Springs Area, Rio Vista and Vogt Springs.

The Riverland News is delivered on Thursday to subscribers by our
carriers and mail. The newspaper is also available inside area stores
and at various boxes throughout the community. Local subscription rate

is $28 a year. Call for Florida and out-of-Florida rates.

The Riverland News is published in Dunnellon, FL by Citrus Publishing,
Inc., 1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429-5760.

CALL 489-2731
For Information On Display Advertising And

Business & Church Directory Ads.

CALL 888-852-2340 or 352-563-5655
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday,

or 7 to 10 a.m. Sundays
For Information On Subscriptions

TO SUBMIT NEWS ITEMS EMAIL TO:
editor@riverlandnews.com

NEWS DEADLINE IS NOON FRIDAY.

News items about happenings at area churches and clubs, school and
sporting activities, military promotions, announcement of births,

anniversaries, engagements, weddings, first and 90+ birthdays, and
similar community news items are accepted for publication.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT DUNNELLON, FL.
SECOND CLASS PERMIT #681-730

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

RIVERLAND NEWS,
20441 E. PENNSYLVANIA AVE.,DUNNELLON, FL 34432-6035

Chance 
to thank 
D-Day 
veterans
dwindling 

TALES 

OF TIME

CHAMBER CHAT

Chamber breakfast on tap June 12

Dwight
Porter

Viola Soffe



Israeli Scouts slated 
to perform June 22

A troupe of Israeli
Tzofim Scouts will per-
form at 7 p.m. June 22 in
Ocala at the First Con-
gregational Church at
7171 SW State Road 200
in Ocala. The perform-
ance will feature songs
in Hebrew, Yiddish and
English sung by the 16-
to 17-year-old Scouts
showcasing the diversity
and the uniqueness of
Israel. The program is
appropriate for all ages.
Tickets are $12 per per-
son and $11 for students.
For information or to
purchase tickets, call
Estelle at 352-861-2542.

Church to host 
Saturday Supper

The Third Saturday
Supper will be from 4:30
to 5:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 21, at the Commu-
nity Congregational
Christian Church at 9220
N. Citrus Springs Blvd.,
Citrus Springs in the De-
wain Farris Fellowship
Hall.

Adult tickets are $10
and children are $5.
Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door. 

For information, call
489-1260.

Church hosts new 
Bible study 

The Board of Christian
Education at First Con-
gregational Church is of-
fering a study named
“What’s So Amazing
About Grace” from author
Phillip Yancey at noon
Sundays through July 27.
This program offers all of
us an opportunity to see
grace and forgiveness in a
different light and offers a
perspective that can help
us on our faith journey.
The public is welcome.
First Congregational
Church is at 7171 SW
State Road 200.

For information, call
352-237-3035.

Women’s Bible 
study slated

New Women’s Cross
Denominational Bible
study called One Woman’s
Prayer meets at 7 p.m. the
third Monday monthly at
the Dunnellon Women’s
Club Clubhouse at 11756
Cedar St. Doors open at
6:30. For information,
check us out on Facebook
at One Woman’s Prayer.

Church hosts 
bingo weekly

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church hosts
bingo at 11:30 a.m. Tues-
days and 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays. Prizes up
to $250. Doors open at 10
a.m. Tuesdays and 4 p.m.
Wednesdays. The church
is at the corner of U.S.
41 and State Road 40.

Church men’s club 
to play horseshoes
The Men’s Club of St.

John the Baptist Catholic
Church will play horse-
shoes at 9 a.m. Saturdays
at the church.

Horseshoes will be
provided to anyone need-
ing them and instruc-
tions in pitching, scoring
and court maintenance
will be provided. The
public is welcome.

For information, call
489-5954.

Virginia Mayes 
Sheneman, 95

Virginia Mayes Shene-
man, 95, died on Friday,
May 23, 2014 at Munroe
Regional Medical Cen-
ter. She was born in 1918
in Mt. Washington, Mis-
souri to the late Proctor
and Anna Mayes.

In 1989 Virginia moved
to Rainbow Springs in
Dunnellon from Stone
Harbour, NJ and in 2005
moved to Ocala. She was
a former member of Holy
Faith Episcopal Church
in Dunnellon. Virginia
was nominated volun-

teer of the year after hav-
ing volunteered many
years at different organi-
zations including the
Marion County Judicial
Center as a receptionist. 

She is preceded in
death by her husband,
Donald Sheneman and
her daughter, Patricia
Burgess. Virginia is sur-
vived by her children,
Jim Heotis, Bradenton
and Bob Street, Fishers,
Indiana; her eight grand-
children; 11 great grand-
children; and two
g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d -
children. “We love you
and we will miss you

until we meet again”.   
Memorial services will

be 11 a.m. Saturday, May
31, 2014, at Holy Faith
Episcopal Church, 19924
West Blue Cove Dr., Dun-
nellon. The family
prefers in lieu of flowers
memorial contributions
can be made to Hospice
Legacy House, 9505 S.W.
110th Street Ocala, FL
34481. Expressions of
sympathy can be made
online at robertsof
dunnellon.com. Final
Arrangements has been
entrusted to Roberts 
Funeral Home of 
Dunnellon. 
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 Dunnellon
 Seventh-day

 Adventist Church
 Welcome To Our Services

 Hwy. 41 & Hwy. 40
 Saturday

 Sabbath School 9:30  AM
 Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00  AM

 Tuesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . 4:30  PM
 For more information:

 352-489-3455
 www.dunnellonsdachurch.com
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 489-2685

 Holy Faith
 Episcopal

 Church
 19924 W. Blue Cove Dr.

 Dunnellon
 T HE  R EV . J. J AMES  G ERHART

 Sunday Services
 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM

 Sunday School 9:45 AM
 “Godly Play”

 Healing Service
 1st Sunday Every Month

 Following 10:00 AM Service

 CR 484

 SR
 2

00

 Holy
 Faith  *
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 7525 S. Highway 41, Dunnellon
 352-489-3166

 Saturday Reconciliation . . . . 3:30  PM

 Saturday Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 Sunday . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 10:30  AM

 Sunday - Spanish............ . . . . . . Noon

 Mon. Thru Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM

 Holy Days . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 7:00  PM

 www.stjohncc.com

 MASSES

 Catholic Community of St. John the   Baptist
 Father Jean H. Desir, Pastor
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 THANK YOU  CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES

 CALL (352) 489-4844
 Owner Does The Work

 CLEANMASTER CLEANMASTER
 26 Years in Business

 Dryer-Vent 
 

 
Cleaning Specials

      $55   “Prevent Fires”

 Dryer-Vent  Dryer-Vent 
 

 
Cleaning Specials Cleaning Specials

      $55   “Prevent Fires”    $55  “Prevent Fires”

 Get Any 2 Services
 Same Day and SAVE!

 Gutter Cleaning
 Entire House

 Only   $50

 Pressure
 Cleaning

 • House  • Driveway 
 • Pool Enclosure  • Roof
   FREE ESTIMATES!

 Carpet Cleaning
 $18

 (3 room minimum)
 Dry Cleaning or Steam

 Per Room
 Sofa
 and 

 Loveseat

 Call for 
 Details

 Furniture
 Cleaning

 $60
 1 Chair Cleaned FREE
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R&L Auto Detailing

Call for Appt. 875-6484  6895 SW Hwy. 200 • 4 Miles West of I-75

... because your car deserves better.
Reg.$3995

SUMMER SPECIAL:  HAND WASH & WAX
WORLD CLASS SERVICE SINCE ‘94

Includes Windows, Vacuum Carpets, Wheel Treatment, Tire Shine & Door Jams

FREE
LOVEBUG 
REMOVAL!

 000HIQC

 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.
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 A Progressive
 Community of Faith

 in the Heart of
 Central Florida

 Sunday Worship  10:30 am
 Adult Bible Discussion  12:00 Noon

 ‘

 God
 is still 

 speaking,

 Jesus didn’t reject people.
     Neither do we.

 First Congregational
 United Church of Christ

 7171 SW SR  200, Ocala, FL
 352-237-3035
 uccocala.org

 Dr. H.W. McSwain, Jr.,
 Pastor

 Peace
 Lutheran Church
 Missouri Synod

 Rev. Terry L. McKee, Pastor

 Sunday School & Adult Bible 
 Class  9:00 A.M
 Sunday Worship Service

 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday Bible Study
 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday potluck & Bible 
 Study  6:30 PM
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 “The Church On The Hill”
 5 miles North of Dunnellon
 US Hwy 41 at Highway 40

 489-5881
 www.PeaceLutheranOnline.com

 Expires 8/31/13  Expires 8/31/13  Expires 8/31/13

 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED •  Free Estimates Licensed & Insured  100% Guaranteed

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Services
 Carpet & Upholstery

 Cleaning Services

 24 Hour Emergency Water Removal!!!  Carpet Dries Fast, 1-2 Hours

 • Tile & Grout
 • Carpet Stretching
 • Upholstery

 • Water Extraction
 • Air Duct
     Cleaning

 35%
 OFF

 TILE
 CLEANING

 Expires  6/30/14  Minimum charge applies.

 3 ROOMS
 & HALLWAY
  $ 65 00

 Expires  6/30/14  Minimum charge applies.

 CARPET 
 STRETCHING
 OR REPAIR

 25% OFF
 Expires  6/30/14 Minimum charge applies.

 Toll Free 866-443-1766    Local 352-503-2091
 www.ThuraClean.com

 Only

 30%
 OFF
 AREA RUG 
 CLEANING

 Expires  6/30/14  Minimum charge applies.

 coupon required  coupon required  coupon required  coupon required
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 Quiet Oaks

 11311 SW 95th Circle
 Near 484 off of SR 200
 behind Soapy’s Carwash

 352-861-2088  000IE7D

 Stop By For A Visit & See Why
 VOTED

 THE BEST
 AGAIN!

 LICENSE #AL9315

 Romeo Baptist 
 Church

 Sunday School    9:30 AM
 Worship     11:00 AM
 Disciple Training  5:00 PM

 Pastor 
 R.D. Hess

 (352) 489-1788
 Sunday

 (Nursery & Children’s Church Provided)

 Wednesday

 AWANA  6:30 PM
 Youth Group      6:30 PM
 Bible Study        7:00 PM
 8 1 / 2  Miles North of Dunnellon Off of 
 Highway 41, Left at Church Sign  on

  SW 5 th  Place
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  MKD-2982B-A-AD MKD-2982B-A-AD  Member SIPC Member SIPC

 You’re Invited  www.edwardjones.com www.edwardjones.com

 No Matter What Your Age,
 Chances Are You Want a

 Better Future.
 Our Financial Workshop: Your Source for Financial Education  is an easy 
 way to learn how to save, invest and work toward your financial goals. 
 Whether you are just starting out or want to learn something new, the 
 workshop will give you realworld strategies that are easy to follow.

 When:
 Four-Week Workshop Series Four-Week Workshop Series

 6.00 p.m. Tuesday, June 17 & 24, 6.00 p.m. Tuesday, June 17 & 24,
 July 1 & 8 July 1 & 8

 Where:
 Dunnellon Public Library Dunnellon Public Library

 20351 Robinson Rd. 20351 Robinson Rd.
 Dunnellon, FL 34431 Dunnellon, FL 34431

 Call today to reserve your seat for this event.

 Justin Yancey Justin Yancey
 Financial Advisor

 8960 SW Hwy. 200 Suite 3, Ocala, FL 34481
 352-237-2430
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 D UNNELLON
 F IRST  U NITED

 M ETHODIST  C HURCH
 21501 W. Highway 40

 Rev. Eddie Fulford,   Pastor
 Sunday

 Communion
 Worship Service  8:00 AM

 Praise Worship  9:30 AM

 Traditional Worship  11:00 AM
 Nursery At All Services

 Sunday School  9:30 AM & 11:00 AM

 “Building the Kingdom in Everything We Do”
 352-489-4026
 www.fumc-dunnellon.org  00
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 GATHERINGS
 A D IRECTORY   OF  A REA  C HURCHES

 “For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them.”    –
 Matthew 18:20

 711180

OBITUARYPost Honor Guard provides history of flag

Special to the Riverland News
The Dunnellon American Legion Post No. 58 Honor Guard provided a Me-
morial Day history/religious/patriotic flag folding ceremony May 25 at Light-
house Baptist Church of Citrus Springs. Pictured, from left are Ralph
Guckenberger, Capt. Eric Persons and Bob Anderson. 

CHURCH NEWS

Solution to puzzle 
on Page 14
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Until you can’t walk the walk
It looks as if my professional

career is over — no pro base-
ball, no pro basketball, no

nothing! As my dad would say, “If
the wee-wee test comes
pack positive for steroids
you don’t deserve to
play.” 

He was a basketball
coach for more than 50
years so he knew what
he was talking about.
Playing “dirty” was not
something he approved
of.

OK, my chances of
playing pro-anything are about
as good as the city getting paid
for the Greenlight Communica-
tions sale. My lack of ability to
connect a ball with a bat or
hoop and my recent intake of
steroids has put an end to any
dreams of winning a gold medal.
Stop laughing! I could have won
a gold medal in, um, well, let me
think. Do they give a gold medal
for chocolate-eating couch 
sitting?

So, I may not be in gold medal
form. I have set my aspirations
to a lower more achievable goal.
No, not the bronze, much lower
…  I want to be able to walk
again.

It’s been more than a year
since I have been able to take a
proper walk. I am now charter
president for the ministry of
silly walks. My right leg has

gone all wonky.
Have you ever had to walk by

a large puddle and two tight
spaces? It’s like that — a tiptoe,

mini-careful walk. Some-
times it feels like my foot
is glued to the ground.
The strangest part is that
I can walk in my bare
feet on uneven ground
without a problem. As
soon as I step on a
smooth surface I feel
like I am on ice.

It seems I have inher-
ited my mother’s

propensity for odd inflictions.
I have had three steroid shots

in four months. Luckily, there is
no pain involved with the leg
otherwise I would probably get
another shot. My shots were for
different parts of my body. 

My left foot, sounds like a
movie title, my right thumb and
recently my right shoulder.
Mainly, I have been dealing with
tendinitis. I will start therapy on
my leg next week.  

It dawned on me the other day
that I had three shots with three
different doctors. Not one of
them asked me if I have had a
shot recently and not one of
them told me the side effects of
steroids.

Yes, I could have asked that
question, but that would have
required that I have brain cells
left among the gray matter. Feel-

ing like I was off kilter I turned
on the computer and headed to
the one place that never lies —
the Internet. What a world we
live in. We get medical advice
from a nonhuman, anything
goes box of technology.

According to several
hypochondriac websites, the
side effects aren’t so pretty.

This explains so much of what
I have been experiencing. The
weight gain when I have no ap-
petite, my ability to sing bass —
I’m still off-key, the hair on my
chest, a neck like a linebacker
and my urge to “pick things up
and put them down.” I think I
was one shot away from “roid
rage” and a career in wrestling. 

While I have been lamenting
my physical limitations, I found
it funny my friend and editor-in-
chief lamented in last week’s
paper his dread of turning 40.

We should all chip in and buy
Jeff a wheelchair. 

The “poor old man” has writ-
ten a bucket list. Really?

Jeff there is plenty of time to
travel, get a tattoo of Mayor
Whitt’s face and go to concerts.
Hey, didn’t someone in town
play with the Tom Petty band? 

When you have difficulty
walking to all of these adven-
tures call me. 

Until then, when it comes to
complaining about getting old,
you are banned for life! 

“The Newspaper built on Community Pride.”
Publisher � Gerry Mulligan

Sales Leader/Manager � John Murphy

Editor � Jeff Bryan

Member of the Florida Press Association
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TIME TO SMILE

Business has followed
city codes, laws

As the owners of Crock’s
Pub (not Croc’s), we have
made several attempts to
work with our neighbors.

The first was at the Dun-
nellon Police Department
with Chief (Joanne) Black
and Lt. Sue Webb serving as
mediators. On that attempt,
we (Crock’s) offered to pay a
third of the cost of a privacy
fence to help block some of
the noise. The fence could
be whatever height the
neighbors wanted as long 
as the city codes would
allow for it. That offer 
was rejected.

Most recently, we
(Crock’s) wanted to trim
some trees that were over-
hanging our screen enclo-
sure and were met with
opposition from the neigh-
bors. We offered to not only
trim the trees at our ex-
pense, but to remove the
unsightly pine trees and re-
place them with more ap-
pealing palm trees. At this
time, we also offered to in-
stall a privacy fence at the
edge of the parking lot to
help prevent people walk-
ing through their property
and ours. This traffic is
from Blue Cove and who
knows where else. I have
people coming through the
back of my property all the
time, even though I have
“No Trespassing” signs up
everywhere.

This offer was also re-
jected. At this time, we had
to have both Chief Black
and Code Enforcement in-
tervene so we could trim
the trees. Once they real-
ized they could not prevent
the tree trimming, they de-
cided that they would like a
fence on that corner after
all. We refused at this time,
due to their initial unwill-
ingness to cooperate with
us.

We have bands on the
deck once or twice a month.
Our bands are scheduled to
play from 2 to 6 p.m. So it
was a happy coincidence
that the band stopped when
our neighbors called the
mayor. The band turned
down the music each and
every time they were re-
quested by the police de-
partment. Our neighbors
are upset that the band was
not shut down as opposed
to being turned down. We
purposely schedule the
bands for these times to try
and be respectful of our
neighbors, by not starting
too early and not playing
late into the evenings.

Our neighbors have op-
posed our deck from the
time we applied for the per-
mits to build it. They are
upset we were allowed to
build and feel that it should
never have been allowed.
The deck was built to all
codes and ordinances in
place. We followed every
rule and did what was re-
quested of us. We spent a lot
of money building it and
have every intention of uti-
lizing it.

At this time, we are of the
belief that there is nothing
we will be able to do to sat-
isfy our neighbors. We have
tried in good faith to ap-
pease them and have been
met with nothing but oppo-
sition. They are upset the
city allowed us to build.
But, we have done nothing
wrong. 

We have a right to do
business, that includes a
successful business, which I
guess is what upsets them
the most.

I own my property, which
happens to be in the city,
and pay taxes the same as
my neighbors. 

We are not trying to be
disrespectful of our neigh-
bors, but we are tired of
being harassed.

They live next to a com-
mercial property, which has
been a bar far longer than
we have owned it. 

We have cleaned the bar
up from what it used to be,
getting rid of the undesir-
able business that used to
take place here. 

We have invested a lot of
money to clean up and im-
prove the property and the
building. By doing this we
have improved our busi-
ness. Isn’t this the reason
people go into business? I

mean the objective is to
make money, right?

I won’t apologize for
being a successful business
owner.

I see several options
here: 
�Our neighbors can buy

us out and I will move out of
Dunnellon, and take away
another  business from the
city.
�Our neighbors can

move.
�They can try harder to

come to a “Neighborly
Agreement.”

I don’t foresee any of us
going anywhere anytime
soon, so I think it’s time to
let it go.

Our deck is here, built to
all codes and ordinances
pertaining to a commercial
property.

We are not removing it
and I know we have no
plans to close the doors on
a thriving business.

Melody A. Crocker,
Owner/president
Crock’s Pub Inc.

Dunnellon is doing fine
I would like to respond to

Mr. (Paul) Cowan’s Letter to
the Editor, “What hap-
pened to our Dunnellon?” 

Just a little background
on the owners of Crocks
Bar and the Rodeo Grill
(the restaurant attached to
the bar: The Crockers came
to this town to start a busi-
ness. They purchased a
run-down bar that was
known to have multiple
problems. They followed
and complied with every
request by the city regard-
ing building codes, fire
exits and other issues too
many to detail.

They invested countless
dollars to bring a really
nice restaurant and bar to
our town. They always went
for the finest work and con-
sidered the requests of pa-
trons and the city about
how to make it a top-notch
place to meet friends and
have a good time.

One early issue was the
smoke in the bar filtering
into the restaurant. The
Crockers spent thousands
of dollars to keep the
restaurant smoke free and
continued improvements to
make the filters at the bar
work better.

The staff is very profes-
sional and makes sure
there are no “problems.”
On a regular basis, the
Crockers give back to the
community and charitable
organizations.

The patio is a beautiful
addition to this already
wonderful place. This was
no small undertaking, and
again all building codes,
fire codes and city rules
were followed. It is a pleas-
ure to patronize this estab-
lishment in our fair city.

The neighbors of Crock’s
have repeatedly harassed
the Crockers, calling the
police for noise violations
in the middle of the day. Of-
ficers, who could be doing
better things in our commu-
nity, have responded re-
peatedly and found no
violations. They have had
decibel meters to test how
loud the noise is with no 
violations. 

The juke box has a gover-
nor on it so the volume can-
not exceed a certain level
outside. Speakers are
turned toward the bar and
not to the back, to keep the
noise from going to the
back of the property. The
Crockers paid to have trees
trimmed that were posing
a threat to their property,
instead of waiting for the
damage to occur and seek
reparations from the
neighbors. They have re-
peatedly tried to be “good
neighbors,” but the resi-
dents in the area feel they
are “entitled” to run this
city, and disregard the laws
in effect for all entities of
this city. 

They did have a party on
May 18, but contrary to Mr.
Cowan’s “pull” with the
mayor, the band stopped
when they did because that
was the end of their 
session.

You may pay taxes, but I
assure you the Crocker’s
pay more than their fair
share. If you really want to

Kathleen
Wallace

You might be from Florida, if ...
THE JERSEY GIRL

They say Memorial Day is the
unofficial beginning of sum-
mer, but for us Floridians, it

signals the beginning of
high humidity, torrential
rain and bugs.

You no longer need to
watch the weather chan-
nel or pull up the radar on
your phone, unless a hur-
ricane is approaching. All
the days will be exactly
the same. Low 70s, high
90s with a 20 percent
chance of afternoon thunder
showers. 

You might be from Florida if you
know it’s more like an 80 percent
chance.

But don’t worry. The rain will
stop within the hour and it will be
hotter than ever when it’s over. 

My oldest daughter’s birthday is
at the end of June and growing up
I don’t think she ever had a cele-
bration that wasn’t interrupted
due to the afternoon downpour.
Many times, we had to move the
outdoor party under cover. 

These summer storms are fero-
cious and Florida is the lightning
capital of the world. I remember
the first summer we moved here
was rather scary. We’d never heard
claps of thunder that loud. 

As for hurricanes, we’ve been
extremely lucky except in 2004. 

You might be from Florida if you
exhibit a slight twitch when intro-
duced to anyone with the first
names of Charley, Frances, Ivan or
Jeanne. 

This is the time of the year when
nobody from Florida visits theme
parks or takes walks in the middle
of the day. This is the season that

separates true Floridians from the
imposters. The strong are sepa-
rated from the wimps. 

You might be from
Florida if you think any-
thing less than 95 degrees
is just warm.

All the water parks will
be filled to capacity and
very popular during the
next few months. 

We made the mistake
one year of going to Cy-
press Gardens in the mid-

dle of July. We were so miserable
we ended up at their water park,
which was next door and while the
kids played, my daughter and I sat
in the kiddie pool in our clothes. 

Later, walking to the parking lot
to locate our car, it was so hot our
clothes actually dried.

This is the time of the year when
we put as little as possible on our
bodies, and nothing but sandals on
our feet. 

You might be from Florida if
flip-flops are everyday wear, in-
cluding church.

And if you’re packing for a
weekend trip all you need is a duf-
fle bag to hold all your shorts and
bathing suits. 

You might be from Florida if de-
odorant, sunscreen and bug spray
become three of your most impor-
tant staples. 

Don’t dare venture outside un-
less you’re heading to the pool or
to your air-conditioned car. 

You might be from Florida if a
good parking space has nothing to
do with distance from the store
and everything to do with shade. 

The river will now consist of
wall to wall boaters, tubes and

rafts. 
The stores start making a small

fortune on ice, fans and sun-
glasses. 

You might be from Florida if ice
is a valid topic of conversation.

Right now fresh fruit is plenti-
ful. Watermelon, ice cream and
salads become our daily meals. 

This is the time of the year
when you can’t have an outing
without water, you can’t have a
children’s party without a sprin-
kler or slip-and-slide, and some-
times instead of food, you opt for 
a cold beverage. 

Spiders and scorpions start
crawling out of the woodwork and
along with birds chirping, it is
frogs croaking that awaken you.
Don’t even get me started on the
gnats and mosquitoes. 

You might be from Florida if an
alligator once walked through
your neighborhood or crept across
your lawn.

But I love this time of the year
when daylight sticks around
longer; when you don’t have to be
in your pajamas by 8 o’clock, be-
cause during these next few
months it’s late in the evening
when you start to see people ven-
turing out for a bike ride or to take
a stroll. It cools down a bit, but it’s
still hot enough for a dip in the
pool under the stars.

The networks are even smart
enough to put most of our shows
on hiatus for the summer season. 

So turn off that solar heat, crank
up the air conditioner and ladies,
get out your razors. Load up those
beach bags and get ready to sweat. 

Oh yeah, Florida summer is
here! 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RIVER VIEWS

Audrey Beem

See LETTERS page 12
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DUNNELLON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2014
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Blake RyanMuscott

DUNNELLON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2014

Rachel Elizabeth Loy,
Robert Edwin Loy III,
Richard Earl Keesler III,
April Faith Stephens, Mor-
gan Hope Stevens and
Dane Diane Waugh were
set to receive their 
diplomas.

But as parents milled
about, prepping cameras
and greeting other fami-
lies and friends, the Ea-
gles’ seven graduates
lingered in a back room,
donning their caps and
gowns for a moment 13
years in the making. This
year’s class had been to-
gether since the seventh
grade, when the Stephen-
son twins, Morgan and
April, joined the school. 

Most of the graduates
plan to attend college or a
technical school in the
fall, but for the moment
their sights were set on
the evening’s “Pomp &
Circumstances,” if you
will. None showed signs of
nerves, instead they
smiles and joked as they
waited for their moment.

“I’m not nervous, be-
cause we’ve been waiting
on this moment for 13
years,” said Waugh, the

class’s salutatorian who
delivered the evening’s
opening prayer. “We’ve al-
most all been together
during this time.”

The graduates pointed
to a mission trip to Gold
Coast in South Florida as
a bonding moment for the
seven of them. There, they
helped with various tasks
on a daily basis during the
weeklong excursion, led

by former teacher Ed-
uardo Acevedo. 

Acevedo, who left the
school two years ago for
the Miami area, made the
return trip Friday night as
a request by the students
to provide a special bless-
ing upon their graduates.
It was a moment he was
elated to be a part of, he
told them.

Acevedo offered advice,

three main points, to his
former students. Among
the points, he told them to
remember a preschool
song, “Be Careful Little
Hands” and to “be sure to
listen and apply God’s
word every day.”

“If you remember those
lyrics, trust me this will
help you so much,” he ex-
plained. “Be aware of the
path you’re on. Be mindful

and watchful of where you
are and who you’re
around.”

Morgan Stephens, the
class valedictorian, then
addressed her classmates,
family and friends as well
as the staff of Dunnellon
Christian Academy. She
thanked those involved for
their support and efforts
in helping achieve and
reach their goal of 

graduating.
“Some say this is the

best years of our life
ahead of us,” she told the
crowd. “And now it’s time
to take our first leap of
faith.”

That first leap involves
moving into the ranks of
adulthood, where they’ll
move off to college or at-
tend technical schools.

“This is where the road
forks,” Morgan Stephens
said. “This marks the clos-
ing of one chapter of our
lives, and the start of the
next chapter.”

The Rev. Russ Randall
addressed the graduates.
He, too, provided three
points for them to take
with them.

“Face your fears,” he
said, referencing 
2 Timothy. 

“Failure is one small
event that does not define
us,” he noted, citing
Philippians 3:12-13.

“Follow your faith,” he
explained, quoting Win-
ston Churchill and encour-
aging the students “to
never give up on our
dreams,” their personal
savior and each other.

He encouraged them to
be beacons of light, pro-
viding each student with a
bookmark and a glowstick.

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Pastor Russ Randall of the First Baptist Church of Dunnellon addresses the Dunnellon Christian
Academy Class of 2014 graduates during commencement ceremonies.

CHAPTER
continued from page 1
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 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $39 99

 With coupon. 
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 Member A.I.P.B. & N.A.T.P.
 Florida Notary Public

 Payroll Service

 David J. Ratchford
 Bookkeeping & Tax Service

 1400 SW Valencia Heights Ave.
 Dunnellon, FL 34431-2025

 Phone / Fax: 352-465-0814
 Cell Phone: 352-220-7585

 Personal – Small Business – Corporate

 E-mail: beancount29@bellsouth.net

 KEN - HANDY
HANDYMAN  LLC

 • Cabinets
 • Counter Tops
 • Drywall 
 • Painting
 • Tile

 (352) 465-2631
 License #L04000014330

 HANDYMAN
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 • Coat & Seal Pavers
 • Roof and Driveway Coatings
 • Ranch & Farm Fences
 • Wall & Ceiling Texture
 • Gutter Cleaning
 • Popcorn Ceiling Repairs

 PAUL GLENN’S
 Complete Painting 
 & Pressure Cleaning

 PAINTING

  489-5098 Quality Work for Less
 Free Estimates  43 Years Experience
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   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES

 GREG’S ALUMINUM
 “Pleasing people in Marion County

 since 1982”
 • Pool Enclosure Rescreens

 • Vinyl & Acrylic Windows
 • Garage Door Screens

 • Vinyl Ceilings & Much More

 465-0371
 746-6663

 Lic. & Ins.   Comp #2038 - MC3656

 ALUMINUM 
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 DUNNELLON  •  MARION  •  CITRUS

 489-3917
 Licensed & Insured #CAC1813249

 Specializing In System Change-outs

 We Service All Brands

 Maintenance Agreements

 Comfort Club Discounts

 24 Hour Emergency Service
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 BBB RATING

 A+

 AC AND HEATING

 711178

 DIAL-A-PRO RIVERLAND  For Your
 Professional

 Needs...

 The Only Pet Store In Town

 *If We Don’t Carry Your Brand, Special Orders Are Available Every Week

 20372 E Pennsylvania Ave.,
 Ste. G, Dunnellon

 Sat. 9-5, Sun. 11-4
 Mon. - Fri. 9-6

 (352)   465-1515

 Your One Stop Shop
 For All Your Pets Needs

 VOTED BEST 
 GROOMING

 •  All Natural Pet Foods and Supplies
 •  Bagged and Bulk Bird Seed
 •  Tropical and Pond Fish
 •  Mice, Rats and Other Little Critters

 MONTHLY
 LOW COST PET 
 VACCINATION 

 CLINIC

 000IFS
E

 •  Personal Styling Records Kept, 
 So Your Pup Always Looks Great

 •  Flea Shampoo, Conditioning,
   Deshedding, Nails Cut & Filed

 & Anal Sacs, All Done At
 No Extra Charge

 Grooming 7 Days A Week
 Dog & Cat Nutritionist On Staff

 SAVE $$$ ON PET SHOTS
 Low Cost Pet Shot Clinic • 1pm to 2:30pm
 Mar 15th, April 19th & May 17th

 Rabies: 1 Year, $10 • 3 Years, $25
 Cash, Credit or Debit • NO CHECKS Please
 All Dogs Must Be On Leashes! • All Cats Must Be In Carriers!

Call Darlene
352-489-2731

Family hosts luncheon for DCA grad

Special to the Riverland News
Dana Waugh, a Dunnellon Christian Academy graduate, was recently given a
graduation luncheon by her great-grandmother, Sally Waugh, and her grand-
mother, Sylvia Waugh, at her great-grandmother’s house. Pictured, from left,
Dana Waugh, the guest of honor; Michelle Hobbs; Sally Waugh; and Susan
Waugh, aunt; Ali Carameros; and Hannah Waugh, sister. Not pictured is Sylvia
Waugh, grandmother; Helene Greenwood, great aunt; and Bobbi Waugh, mother. 

WE WANT 
YOUR NEWS

The Riverland News
seeks community news 
announcments such as
first birthdays, births, 
engagements, weddings
and anniversaries. To sub-
mit news, email Jeff Bryan
at editor@riverlandnews.
com. Photos must be 
high-resolution images. 

ON THE WEB
Visit the Riverland News online at www.riverlandnews.com.
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Rainbow’s End Golf Course
hosted The First Tee of Greater
Ocala’s Spring Season Finale
on Saturday, May 24. Approxi-
mately 38 youth throughout
the county competed in sev-
eral age divisions. Dunnellon
was well represented in the
event, featuring eight players
in the field. Entry fee is $15 per
player. For information about
The First Tee of Greater Ocala,
call 362-2258 or visit www.
MarionJuniorGolf.com.

Clockwise from above left:
Paxton Suarez carries his

golf clubs as he walks toward
the fifth hole during his
round.

Benjamin Law pulls his
clubs behind him as he walks
along the first fairway. Law
won his age group of 8- to 10-
year-old boys, posting an
even-par 36 during his round.

Paxton Suarez blasts out of
the bunker on the sixth hole. 

Benjamin Law chips onto
the fourth hole during his
nine-hole match.. 

Shelby Smith watches the
flight of her tee shot on the
first hole.  Smith placed 
third in her age group of 
8- to 10-year-old girls.
Photos by JEFF BRYAN/
Riverland News
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Romeo Elementary School
hosted its annual Field Day for
students Thursday and Friday. On
Thursday, third- through fifth-
graders enjoyed annual Field Day
activities as they counted down
the days to the end of the school
year. Pupils in kindergarten
through second grade had their
Field Day activities Friday. The
final day of the 2013-14 school 
year for Marion County Public
Schools was Wednesday.

Clockwise from above left: 
Romeo teacher Joceyln Sanchez

shows her students how to mane-
vuer a scooter with the assistance
of George Rodriguez as students
look on.

Jessica Twedy, foreground,
cruises along a scooter in style.

Sarah Hicks takes pictures of
the day’s festivities.

Eric Sanchez tries to block the
stream of water as Xena Thomp-
son sprays him while he waits for
his turn in the next activity. 

First-grader Leslie Zepeda, back
right, leaps into the air as she and
classmates celebrate defeating
the boys in a tug-of-war contest.

Second-grader Kathryn Vannoy
smiles as she prepares to drench a
classmate.
Photos by JEFF BRYAN/
Riverland News

Soaking
up the
end of
school



Riverland News, Thursday, June 5, 2014  � 11

Fun andGAMES
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get along,” try bringing your fam-
ily for some very good music and
food, and meet your neighbors.

The Crockers have met with
some of the neighbors in the pres-
ence of the police department
and have even offered to buy at
least one home because the resi-
dent was upset with the business. 

With so many businesses strug-
gling to stay open in Dunnellon,
shouldn’t we be happy that a busi-
ness is thriving? They provide
good paying jobs to their employ-
ees and have helped them in
more ways than most people
would ever expect an employer to
do.

Stop harassing these hard
working people and get to know
them. You might just be surprised.
Mel and Ed, keep up the good
work and don’t let a few cranky
people get you down.

Beth Wear,
Dunnellon 

Are city officials still 
missing the point?

The mayor: You’ll notice water
is not making money.”

The facts: The audit report for
the fiscal year ending Sept. 30,
2013 shows a combined net loss of
$1,893,733 for the water/sewer
funds. However, if you take into

account the $4,803,919 that was
transferred out to cover other city
expenses (namely Greenlight), the
water/sewer business actually
shows a profit of $2,910,186. 

Take it a step further and add
back the non-cash entry for depre-
ciation in the amount of $1,137,559
and the water/sewer business con-
tributed a total of $4,047,745 cash
to the city coffers.

Take it one more step and dis-
regard the $314,513 for “Profes-
sional Services” (probably legal
fees and rate studies) and you get
a total of $4,362,258 generated by
the water/sewer business.

And the mayor is trying to tell
us that water is not making
money?

The mayor: “We’re taking in
less money because there was
less irrigation this winter because
of the rain.”

The facts: Total water/sewer
charges for service in previous
fiscal year was $2,309,806. Total
charges for most recent year were
$2,585,855. That is an increase of
$276,049. The city is taking in
more money, not less. According
to the mayor, “conservation
works.” What really works is high
water/sewer rates and surcharges.
It almost sounds like the mayor is
setting the stage for raising water/
sewer rates again for the next fis-
cal year.

Mr. Esch: (speaking to the audit
recommendation about proper

controls on the pooled cash pro-
cedures): “ ... the aforementioned
checks and balances were put
into place shortly after Lisa Al-
giere’s departure last June.”

Response: If those new proce-
dures were put into place last
June, then why weren’t they con-
sidered when the audit report
was done sometime after Septem-
ber? An even better question
would be to ask the finance man-
ager why such controls were not
put in place years ago to prevent
the Greenlight overspending?

The finance manager: (refer-
ring to the $1.4M “borrowed” from
water/sewer funds in fiscal year
2012-13): The $1,478,429 trans-
ferred in 2012 was originally done
as an “interfund loan;” however,
the amount in the 2013 audit re-
flects the funds actually being
transferred since Greenlight
would not be able to pay back the
loan.

Response: The city finance
manager has taken it upon herself
to completely disregard Resolu-
tion 2012-29: “That an interfund
loan from the Enterprise Water &
Sewer Utility Reserve Funds to
the Enterprise Greenlight Com-
munications Fund in the sum of
$1,478,430 is authorized at .01 per
anum to be paid in its entirety by
2017.” In addition to the city
owing Regions Bank $3.3 million,
they also should repay all the
money taken from the water/

sewer funds. If all this money ($4.8
million) were replaced, we would
not need the high water rates and
surcharge.

Officials try to minimize the fact
that the city is in debt to the tune
of $17 million. Given an estimated
population of 1,800 that comes out
to about $9,500 for every man,
woman and child. Assuming there
are about 980 taxpaying house-
holds it comes out to about $19,000
per household. Don’t worry folks,
your city government is taking
care of you. They have everything
under control. Great things are
happening. There will be a great
bike trail and even a recycled
water project.

Hugh Lochrane,
Dunnellon

Organization thanks all 
for part in cleanup efforts
Rainbow River Conservation

Inc. organized another successful
spring Rainbow River Cleanup on
Saturday, May 17, and would like
to thank all who took part. The
trash collected from the river this
year included swim fins, a 6-inch
pipe several feet long, a tangle of
fishing line and several lawn
chairs along with the usual cans
and bottles. 

The turn out for this year’s
cleanup was great, with more than
150 people taking part.

The Board of Directors would
like to thank all of our members

and friends who volunteered for
this effort. A special “thanks” goes
to those businesses that helped
support the cleanup, and a very
special “thanks” to Swampy’s Bar
and Grill for providing the hot
dogs and buns.

Boat usage and handling: Rain-
bow River Club, Marion County
Parks Department (KP Hole), Mar-
ion County Sheriff’s Department
River Watch, Rainbow River
Canoe and Kayak and the Dunnel-
lon Police Department river pa-
trol.

Support: Riverland News,
Ocala Star-Banner, Citrus County
Chronicle, Marion County Sher-
iff’s Underwater Recovery Team
and Affordable Marine (sodas and
ice). A special thanks to Rio Vista
Homeowners’ Association for its
help and support of their mem-
bers.

The following local businesses
generously provided the many
prizes that were awarded: Citrus
Grill, Swampy’s Bar & Grill,
Singing River Tours, The Blue
Gator at Angler’s Resort, Rainbow
River Canoe and Kayak, Thor and
Fran Siegfried Therapeutic Mas-
sage.

As vice president of Rainbow
River Conservation, I appreciate
all the support to keep our river
clean throughout the year.

Jerry Rogers,
Vice President, RRC
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Riverland News
MONDAY, 2:00 P.M.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

CANCELLATIONS

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Advertisements may be cancelled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for the
dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

All ads require prepayment. We accept

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Riverland News. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $8.20 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $8.20 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to Riverland News
office at 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD

RLN_CLASS_AD_FORM_3_9_11

463-0612   RIV
Zawadzki, John J.  2014-CP-0741  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File No.: 2014-CP-0741
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHN J. ZAWADZKI

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of JOHN J. ZAWADZKI, deceased, whose 
date of death was November 20, 2013, is pending in the  Circuit Court for
MARION County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 110 NW 1st 
Avenue, Ocala, FL 34475. The names and addresses of the personal represent-
ative and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is June 5, 2014
Personal Representative:

/s/ Donald L. Cassidy
1875 SW 61st Lane Road, Ocala, Florida 34471

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ LORENZO RAMUNNO,  Florida Bar No. 765813
RAMUNNO LAW FIRM PA, 7500 SW 61st Avenue, Suite 100, Ocala, FL 34476
Telephone: (352) 854-5570  Fax: (352) 854-9267
E-Mail: ramunnolaw@gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail:ramunnolaw34476@gmail.com  Ramunnolawfirm.com
Published: June 5 & 12, 2014.

464-0605  RIV
6/27 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 06/27/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
1 G 1 Z J 5 7 7 8 9 4 1 9 2 1 0 8  
2009 CHEVROLET
1HGCR2F35SEA136238
4 A 3 A A 4 6 G 9 2 E 1 2 6 0 8 2  
2002 MITSUBISHI
Publish: June 5, 2014.

465-0605  RIV
6/17 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE

The following vehicle will 
be sold at public sale, 
free of all prior liens, per 
Fl Stat 713.78 at 10:00 
AM on June 17, 2014 at 
Cash Towing, 2017 NE 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala 
FL 34470, phone 
352-286-6039. No titles, 
as is, cash only.

2005 Chev
1G1JC12F557207316.
Interested parties, con-
tact State Filing Service
772-595-9555.
Published June 5, 2014.

462-0605  RIV
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

Accurate Services
located at 18 Juniper 
Loop Drive, Ocala, FL 
34480, in the County of 
Marion, intends to regis-
ter the said name with 
the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida De-
partment of State, Talla-
hassee, FL.

Dated at Ocala, FL, this 
28 day of May, 2014.

/s/ Lawrence Stabile
Owner

Publish: June 5, 2014.

Kitchen looking tired?
Re-Face not Replace!
KITCHEN SOLUTIONS
**(352) 794-3747**

STUMP
GRINDING
CALL JIM FOR

FREE ESTIMATES
(800) 478-8679

$100,000. + Closing 
Cost will get you this 

2,100 Sq. Ft.,
3BR, 3½BA, Fully Furn. 
Condo in Citrus Hills
Call 352-419-5268

10.2’ Bass Tender
trailer, 3.3 Mercury 

motor, trolling
motor, used once, 

canopy, battery, etc. 
exc. cond. everything 
included except the 

fish. $1800. obo 
(305)335-9911

Dunnellon area

WE BUY RV’S,
TRUCKS, TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
& MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE  BUY ANY VEHICLE
In Any Condition,
Title, No Title, Bank 
Lien, No Problem, 

Don’t Trade it in. We 
Will Pay up to $25K

Any Make, Any Model 
813-335-3794, Call AJ 

813-458-0584

CHRYSLER
2012 Town & Country 

Wheelchair van with 10’’
lowered floor, ramp and 
tie downs Call Tom for 

more info 352-325-1306

COMPANION CARE
PROVIDED

Mature Man & Wife 
one or both
Dunnellon to

Rainbow Lakes Area
Call Jim & Sherry
(352) 465-3752

Comfort Works, Inc.
Air Conditioning and 
Heating Service, Res/ 
Com (352) 400 - 8361

Lic# CAC1817447

Rainbow Springs
GOLFVIEW CONDO

2BR, 2Bath, Fully Furn
Incl. utilities, $1,200 mo 
3 mo. min, no smoking 
no pets, 1st, last, sec. 

(352) 489-2412

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Bankruptcy
Auction-

Friday, June 13th @ 
10am. Online & 

Onsite. 10950 N. Ken-
dall Dr., 2nd Fl, Mi-

ami, FL 33176. Office 
Furniture & Equip-
ment, Cubicles, 

Computers/Laptops, 
Phone System & 

more! 
www.moeckerauctions.c

om,
(800)840-BIDS. 

13%-15%BP (3% cash 
discount), $100 ref. 
cash dep. Subj. to 
confirm. Case No.: 

14-18517-LMI, 
AB-1098, AU-3219, 

Eric Rubin

DUNNELLON
★★MOVING SALE★★

Blue Cove,
19961 Ibis Ct,
June 6, 7; 8-2;

Tools, adult tricycle, 
everything.

GOT ROACHES? 
GOT BED BUGS? 
Kill them ALL with 

Harris Famous 
Roach & Bedbug 

products.
Available at:

ACE HARDWARE of 
Dunnellon

11582 N Williams St.
Dunnellon, Fl
352-489-2430

and
BROOKS RANCH & 

FARM SUPPLY
5304 S Hwy 41
Dunnellon, Fl
352-465-2772

Treadmill, Proform
515 TX $400.

Sole E20 Elliptical
Machinine $600

Like New
(843) 469-3204

BRING YOUR
FISHING POLE!

INVERNESS, FL

55+ park on lake w/5 
piers, clubhouse and 

much more! Rent
incl. grass cutting     
and your water

�� 1 bedroom, 1 bath  
@$425

Pets considered and
section 8 is accepted.

Call 800-747-4283
For Details!

DUNNELLON/488
Extra Clean 2/2, Shed

$530 mo. 1st, last, Dep 
(352) 795-6970

DUDLEY’S
AUCTION

�� THURSDAY 6-5-14
 Estate Adventure 

Auction 3pm
Outside 6pm

inside tools, Quality 
Furniture &

Appliances, office 
furniture, jewelry,

“99” Ford Crown Vic, 
tools, new items and 

so much more.
**********************

call for info 637-9588
dudleysauction.com

4000 S Florida Ave 
(US41S) Inverness

Ab1667 10% bp 
cash/ck.

BRAND NEW
Queen Size Pillow Top 

Mattress Set $150.
Still in Original Plastic.

(352) 484-4772

KITCHEN TABLE
hutch, side table,
4 chairs, all wood, 
painted design on 
top. $400. 489-6856

CITRUS SPRINGS
Saturday, June 7, 

8a.m .to 1p.m
Hope Lutheran

9425 N Citrus Springs 
Blvd.

LET US
WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL
TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Riverland 
News

Classifieds 
Get Results!

AIRLINE
CAREERS

Start here - Get 
trained as FAA certi-
fied Aviation Techni-

cian. Financial aid for 
qualified students. 
Housing and Job 

placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute 

of Maintenance 
844-210-3935

TRAIN FROM HOME

MEDICAL BILLING, 
ACCOUNTING 

ASS’T, CUSTOMER 
SERVICE, NO
EXPERIENCE 

NEEDED. HS/GED 
NEEDED TO APPLY. 

Sullivan and 
Cogliano Training 

Centers. 
1-800-451-0709

NOW
ENROLLING

Cosmetology
Day & Night School

Barber
Night School

Massage
Day & Night  School

Nail & Skin Care
Day  School
Starts Weekly
Night School 

Mon-Tues-Wed
5:00PM-9:00PM

Campus Locations: 
NEW PORT RICHEY

SPRING HILL
BROOKSVILLE

(727) 848-8415
www.benes.edu

START A CAREER
IN A YEAR

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

RIVERL AND
NEWS

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

Averitt Express
New Pay increase 

for Reginal Drivers!  
40 to 46 CPM + Fuel 

Bonus! Also,
Post - Training Pay

increase for
Students!

(Depending on 
Domocile) Get Home 

EVERY Week  +
Excellent Benefits
CDL-A Required 

888-362-8608
Apply at 

AverittCareers.com 
Equal Opportunity 

Employer -
Females, minorities, 
protected veterans 

and indivdiuals with 
disabilities are
encouraged to

apply.

DRIVERS
Driver Trainees 

Needed NOW! Become 
a driver for Werner En-
terprises. Earn $800 per 

week! Local CDL
Training. 

(1-877)214-3624

FULL ROOFING 
CREWS

and a Repair Man
must have valid DL

truck & tools
call (352) 794-1013

Simply advertise in the Classifieds 
and get results quickly!

How To Make
Your Car Disappear...

CALL

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

www.riverlandnews.com

Advertising Sales 
Assistant

FT  with Benefits

Seeking individual 
with strong

customer service 
and computer skills, 

who can work in
a fast-pace team
environment with 
co-workers and

outside customers.  
Will be responsible 

for generating
reports using MS
Excel and help to 

coordinate special 
events. At times, 
must be able to 

work independently 
to prioritize tasks

assigned by many 
different team

members.
Attention to detail 
and accuracy are 

key components to 
this position.

Email resume to: 
djkamlot@chroni-

cleonline.com
Apply in person

at: 1624 N Meadow-
crest Blvd, Crystal

River, FL 34429
Drug Screen

required for final 
candidate EOE

FULL TIME
Advertising Sales 
Representative

Base Salary plus 
Commission

Service existing
customers and

prospect for new
Meet monthly sales 
goals. Sales experi-

ence a plus, but
will train. Need to
be organized and 

have strong
computer skills

Excellent customer 
service skills, always 
with a genuine smile
Work in a fabulous 
team environment
Must have valid FL 

DL and reliable
vehicle

Email resume to: 
djkamlot@chroni-

cleonline.com
Apply in person

at: 1624 N Meadow-
crest Blvd, Crystal

River, FL 34429
Drug Screen

required for final 
candidate EOE

Today’s
New Ads

CITRUS SPRINGS
Saturday, June 7, 

8a.m .to 1p.m
Hope Lutheran

9425 N Citrus Springs 
Blvd.

GOT ROACHES? 
GOT BED BUGS? 
Kill them ALL with 

Harris Famous 
Roach & Bedbug 

products.
Available at:

ACE HARDWARE of 
Dunnellon

11582 N Williams St.
Dunnellon, Fl
352-489-2430

and
BROOKS RANCH & 

FARM SUPPLY
5304 S Hwy 41
Dunnellon, Fl
352-465-2772

PEAS
Conch

Black Eye
Purple Hull & Zipper

Pea Pickers Needed

Vicky (352) 322-0701
(352) 465-8313

STUMP
GRINDING
CALL JIM FOR

FREE ESTIMATES
(800) 478-8679

PEAS
Conch

Black Eye
Purple Hull & Zipper

Pea Pickers Needed

Vicky (352) 322-0701
(352) 465-8313

REWARD
For Lost

Man’s Brown Wallet
Rainbow Lake Est. 

Dunnellon Area
(352) 322-3470

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

RIVERL AND
NEWS

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

RIVERL AND
NEWS

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!



against another piece
or hidden behind the
easel holding the cur-
rent work in progress.
The rest of the room
has numerous books
piled up, musical in-
struments that she
plays and many, many
vinyl record albums
neatly stored on
shelves.

“I’m torn between
doing art, my music and
writing,” Billias said. “I
also play the guitar,
piano and used to sing
professionally.”

But it was her love of
reading that started her
receiving the “Forum”
magazine and the start
of a writing career.

“I got on their email
list and ordered talking
books about Cracker
Days and Apalachi-
cola,” she said. “I can’t
afford to be a member,
but they still send me
the magazine.”

Since she “reads con-
stantly,” she also
spends a lot of her time
at the Dunnellon Public
Library. About a year
ago, Billias read in the
Riverland News about
the new Rainbow River
Writing Club starting
and decided to attend.

“I saw the notice in
the Riverland and got
so excited that there
was some sort of group
I would truly be inter-
ested in,” Billias said.
“I love the group. It in-
spires me to be a much
tighter writer. I also
enjoy closing my eyes
and listening to them
read.”

One of the require-
ments of the writing
group is to write some-
thing and print it to be
shared at their monthly
meetings at the Dunnel-
lon Public Library. Bil-
lias had a problem with
that obligation since
she isn’t a good typist,
but the group allows
her to just read her
work.

“I’m the worst typist.
I only use two fingers,”
she said. “So I just
write on scraps of
paper and then try to
find them to put it all
together.”      

Her unusual tech-
nique is working for
her as she managed to
win out of the more
than 400 entries into
the micro-fiction con-
test. The story had to
start with the sentence
“They named the gator
…” and not be more
than 250 words. The
prize for the winning
story was $1,000.

“I named my gator
Big Mouth and the story
was exactly 250 words,”

she said smiling. “I’m
just happy to be 
published.”   

Augie Salzer is a 
correspondent for the
Riverland News. 
Email her at augie@
thingsintown.com. 

Humphrey’s insurance
card and driver’s license.
After confirming her
name, Robinson asked
Humphrey if there was
anything she wished to tell
him about her driver’s li-
cense to which she re-
sponded, “I didn’t pay a
couple of tickets.” Robin-
son then asked her if she
knew what happened if
traffic citations weren’t
paid to which Humphrey
said, “They suspend your
license.” Humphrey told
authorities she was aware
her license plate and driv-
er’s license weren’t valid. 

Robinson requested
Humphrey to exit the ve-
hicle and advised her he
observed several signs of
impairment. Robinson
asked Humphrey if there
was anything in the vehi-
cle to which she said,
“probably a couple of
straws, Xanax and mor-
phine,” which she has

prescriptions for, the re-
port stated.

According to the report,
Robinson found four bot-
tles of pills, which were
recently filled, but a large
number were missing.
When asked about the
pills, Humphrey told
Robinson she had taken
one Xanax approximately
30 minutes prior to the
traffic stop and insuf-
flated — snorted — a
crushed up pill.

The report stated
Robinson asked
Humphrey to participate
in field sobriety exer-
cises, which she agreed to
do. In the report, Robin-
son wrote Humphrey
failed five tests. While
participating in the fin-
ger-to-nose exercise,
Robinson observed
Humphrey to have a blue
powdery substance in her

nasal passage, indicative
of the insufflation of pre-
scription medication,
which she admitted to.

According to the report,
Humphrey was trans-
ported to the Dunnellon
Police Department,
where she consented to a
lawful test of her breath.
The test results showed
0.000 percent and 0.000
percent. She was then
transported to the Marion
County Jail, where
Humphrey provided a
sample of her urine.

Humphrey’s bond was
set at $500. She posted
bail last Thursday.

According to Kevin
Christian, spokesman for
the school district, the
impact of this arrest on
Humphrey’s job is yet to
be determined, but she
does not drive as part of
her job for the district. 
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 NEW PATIENTS &
 WALK-INS WELCOME

 Taking Care Of Our Patients Since 1992

 Bellam Medical Clinic
 Rajendra P. Bellam MD

 Board Certified Internal Medicine
 Internal & General Medicine

 Crystal Van Leeuwen, ARNP-C

 EKG, Lab, Pap Test Done
       MEDICARE, MEDICAID & 

       MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
       www.BellamMedical.com
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 Monday-Friday
 447-3031

 41 N. Inglis Ave., Inglis

 Monday-Saturday
 (352) 465-1199

 11011 N. Williams St., Dunnellon (Hwy. 41)   Across from WalMart

 Hypertension
 Women’s Health
 Arthritis
 Gynecology
 Wellness Screening

 Diabetes
 Physicals
 Heart Disease
 Men’s Health
 Anxiety

 HOSPITAL PRIVILEGES: CITRUS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
 SEVEN RIVERS REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 00
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 ESPRESSO • CAPPUCCINO • LATTES
 FRAPPES • SMOOTHES • CAKES • CUPCAKES

 BEER • WINE • MIMOSA

 BOULEVARD
 BISTRO

 9576 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
 Citrus Springs

 352-897-5155
 Tuesday - Saturday 7:00am-4:00pm

 Breakfast & Lunch
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 DUNNELLON PODIATRY CENTER, P.A .

 Medical and Surgical Treatment of 
 • Foot and Ankle • Bunions • Hammertoes • Fractures • Infections 

 • Heel Pain  • Arthroscopic and Endoscopic Procedures  
 • Diagnostic Ultrasound and X-ray on Premises

 Stacy Lynn Witfill D.P.M.
 Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery

 11786 Cedar Street (CR 40)
 (Next to the Women’s Club) 489-6621

 Most Insurance Accepted

 000I4Q7

CHARGED
continued from page 1

Martial arts students win state titles

Special to the Riverland News
Sepulveda’s Ata Martial Arts had three of its students capture state
championships during a recent tournament. Those who won titles,
from left, Randal Van Valkenburgh, creative forms; Jessica Norcross,
creative weapons, extreme form and extreme weapons; and Katelyn
Van Valkenburgh, creative weapons. Six students will compete for
district championships in an upcoming tournament.

CONTEST
continued from page 1

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Mayor Nathan Whitt, left, presents Tina Billias with a
proclamation recognizing her winning entry in “Forum.”



Host families needed
for exchange students 

The EF Educational
Homestay program, a
nonprofit organiza-
tion, needs of host
families for 12 Chinese
students, ages 8 to 13,
from July 17 to Aug. 2.
During their time
here, the exchange
students will attend
classes at Dunnellon
Christian Academy.

Host families will
need to provide a bed,
meals and transporta-
tion. They will drop
them off at 8 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday for
school and field trips,
then pick them up at
5:30 p.m.

EF staff registers
you and tries to get you
in contact with your
student before they ar-
rive here. High school
students can earn up
to 45 hours community
service hours. 

In addition, there
will be a host family
meeting at 6 p.m.
Thursday, June 12, at
the Dunnellon Public
Library.

For information or
to register as a host
family, contact Pam
Lange at 352-274-3042
or email pkelber@
yahoo.com.

Dunnellon resident 
to speak at event

Citrus County Coun-
cil’s Environment and
Natural Resources
Committee will host
“Tipping Points,” a se-
ries of presentations
pertaining to the envi-
ronment and water sup-
ply. Dunnellon resident
Jon Brainard, education
chairman for the Suwa-
nee-St. Johns Sierra
Club, will share a Pow-
erPoint presentation
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, June 21, at the
Central Ridge Library
in Beverly Hills. The
presentation will focus
on seven important 
issues, from the value 
of trees to climate
change and springs/
water issues.

For information, 
visit www.CitrusCounty
Council.org.

Elementary School,
served as president of
Tigers to Cubs, early
childhood education,
Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) among
other programs and
clubs.

Knowing she’ll make
the trek to the stadium,
the speech, the walk
across the stage for her
diploma, it all hasn’t set-
tled in yet for Cook.

“I still feel like I’m
going to have to go back
to (high) school,” she
said, noting the senior
class’s final day a week
ago “didn’t feel like last
day of school. I don’t
think it’s really clicked
yet.”

When it came to choos-
ing a university, it wasn’t
about who has the best
football, basketball or
baseball program, it was
about selecting an insti-
tution best suited for 
academics.

“I’m very excited about
attending Florida, be-
cause it’s life on my
own,” Cook explained. “I
wanted to go to a top
school. I don’t really care
about football. It was
more about the educa-
tion. I spent a lot of time

comparing programs and
Florida has what I con-
sider the best.”

Oram considers it an
“honor” to address his
classmates, parents,
friends, faculty and staff.
However, the potential
size of the crowd isn’t lost
on the University of
Florida-bound teen.

“It’s not nearly as
nerve-wracking as my
eighth-grade graduation,”
he explained, noting he
was about one of 35 stu-
dents required to make a
graduation speech. “Still,
that’s a lot of people. I
hope I can make them
happy with my speech.”

Oram plans to pursue a
career in mechanical en-
gineering while at
Florida. After obtaining
his bachelor’s degree, he
will work toward getting
both his master’s degree
and doctorate. His dream
would be to earn a
chance to do his graduate
studies at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT).

“I’d like work with
NASA or another space
agency,” he said. “Specif-
ically, I’d like to work
with the rover program,
but that’s eight years
away. A lot could change
between now and then,”

He said his interest in
robotics stems from his

involvement with the
Dunnellon High Robotics
Club in which he served
as president this past
year. Prior to that, he was
heavily involved with the
school’s television pro-
duction program.

“I’m doing it now
mainly as a hobby,” he
said of video production.
“But a majority of time
here at Dunnellon High, I
was heavily involved with
it. I really loved it, but I
really got hooked in ro-
botics, the design, the
competition.”

Oram described Cook
as a young woman  who
“works extra hard” to
achieve her goals.

“She’s really deserving
of the honor as valedicto-
rian,” he said. “She’s
very intelligent, very
driven.”

Cook echoed Oram’s
sentiments.

“He’s really driven,
too,” she said. “He’s
wanted salutatorian
since his freshman year. I
know he had dropped to
fourth place once and
then he moved ahead be-
cause of his drive. He
wanted it really badly.” 
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 (352) 522-0008
 (Next to Subway)
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 11352 N. Williams St.   (Sweetbay Plaza)

 Please  Call    (352) 489-9763

 China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet
 Lunch  $6.95
 Dinner $9.35

 5185 A W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon
 (352)  489-8040

  TERMITES? TERMITES? TERMITES?
 • Get a fast, honest answer
 • Scheduling done within 24 hours
 • Reasonable prices without high pressure sales
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 Ask 
 about our 
 affordable 
 lawn spray

 STAR              TERMITE
 & PEST CONTROL

 000IERX

Puzzle answers on Page 3

ACCOLADES
continued from page 1

SPORTS BRIEFS
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