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WHAT’S 
HAPPENING
Family fundraiser 

begins today
The Fort Family will

host a fundraiser from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today
through Saturday at
The Two Sisters in the
Historic Village.
Monies raised help to
purchase a van for the
family as well as offset
medical expenses for 
5-year-old Violet Fort.

Among the items
available will be devel-
opmental toys and
games, a 5-foot-by-10-
foot enclosed trailer, a
2006 Fleetwood Niag-
ara camper, a lift for
scooter/powerchair and
other various items. 

Jail Break 5K
run/walk slated

The Dunnellon Police
Department, in partner-
ship with BTY Fitness,
will host the inaugural
Dunnellon Jail Break
5K at 9 a.m. Saturday.
The event will begin at
Datesman Park at 12050
South Ohio St. The
event will benefit Spe-
cial Olympics Florida. 

To register, visit
www.active.com. Pre-
registered participants
will receive a Dunnel-
lon Jailbreak 5K logo
drawstring bag and race
shirt, along with other
goodies. Entry fee is $30
today and Friday; how-
ever, the fee will be $35
the day of the race.

For information, visit
www.active.com, like us
on Facebook “Dunnel-
lon Jail Break 5K,” or
call 465-8510.

Knights to host 
dinner dance

The Knights of
Columbus will sponsor
a Country Western
Dinner Dance, featur-
ing an “encore per-
formance” by the
Country Sunshine
Band, at 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday in the parish
hall of St. John the
Baptist Catholic
Church at 7525 U.S. 41. 

The evening in-
cludes a country style
dinner, cash bar, 50/50,
basket raffles and a
door prize. Tickets are
$15 per person and are
available at the church
office, from the
Knights or by calling
489-6221 for tickets/
table reservations. 

Motorcyclists killed in horrific wreck on Tiger Trail

More than eight hours
after two motorcyclists
were killed in a horrific
wreck Saturday night
along Southwest 180th
Avenue Road, employ-
ees with Rainbow
Springs State Park dis-
covered their bodies
Sunday morning along a

paved tram trail be-
tween the state’s tubing
entrance and the 
campground.

According to the
Florida Highway Patrol,
the bodies of Justin
William Richard, 22, of
Weeki Wachee, and Dou-
glas Scott Keller, 27, of
Citrus Springs, were dis-
covered in front of Dun-
nellon High School.

Both collided with trees
after being thrown from
their bikes. The impact
scattered pieces of the
motorcycles throughout
the area for several hun-
dred feet, according to
Sgt. Jamie Mulverhill
while investigating the
cause of the wreck. 

The report stated the
pair was traveling
southbound together at
a high rate of speed

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Two Florida Highway Patrol troopers survey the scene Sunday morning of a deadly
wreck that occurred Saturday night on Southwest 180th Avenue Road while an of-
ficial from the medical examiner’s office takes pictures of the crash site.

Bodies found hours after crash
JEFF BRYAN

Riverland News

See WRECK page 2

Feel the
beat at
benefit
CD release party
will raise funds

for woman

In describing the
personal health chal-
lenges of Charlene
Williams, a longtime
family friend, Taylor

Dane
Myers
said,
“Char-
lene
Williams
hasn’t
walked
through
fire
these
past few
years,
she’s
danced
through
it!”

The
commu-
nity of
Dunnel-
lon has

come together to help
the community am-
bassador as she faces
yet another health
challenge of a kidney
transplant and the
Dane Myers Band will
host a concert at 7:30
p.m. Friday at the
Historic Train Depot
in Dunnellon to help
defray costs associ-
ated with a 
transplant.

“This community of
friends rallied
around me with
cards, prayers, phone
calls and amazing
fundraisers of sup-
port,” Williams ex-
plained. “It was
awkward to be the re-
cipient of donations, I
prefer to help others.
It is very humbling.

“One moment I was
able to work an aver-
age of 50 hours per
week and volunteer at
many different events
and organizations and

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
ABOVE: A volunteer firefighter with the Rainbow Lakes Estates Fire Department looks over
the house of Ryce Noller, a fellow volunteer firefighter in Rainbow Lake Estates, on April 23
after a blaze at Noller’s home was brought under control. Thirty percent of the home was dam-
aged as fire had shot through the roof of the north side of the structure, gutting his guest bed-
room. BELOW: Noller peers into the window of what was the spare bedroom.

House belonged to Rainbow Lakes Estates firefighter

Typically, Ryce Noller
consoles homeowners
who can only sit and
watch helplessly when
their home is ablaze.

But April 23 was any-
thing but a typical day for
the 10-year veteran of the
Rainbow Lakes Estate
Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Noller was taking ad-
vantage of a free training
session at the Florida
State Fire College in
Ocala when the call came
over the radio regarding
a residential structure
fire 3189 SW Ivy Place.
The address stood out all
too well for Noller: it was
his home.

By the time he arrived
on scene, Marion County
Fire Rescue crews had
the blaze well under con-
trol, but the damage had
already been done.

Thirty percent of his
longtime home had been
damaged as fire had shot
through the roof of the
north side of the struc-
ture, gutting his spare
bedroom.

The damage doesn’t
count the loss of docu-
ments, a computer and,
most important, the
memories.

As a veteran volunteer
firefighter, Noller said
when he arrives at the
scene of residential
blazes he’s always done
his best to empathize
with those homeowners.

“I’ve seen homeowners
in shock and disbelief,
and I’ve seen homeown-
ers who soak it in and
don’t say a word,” Noller
explained. “I’ve always
liked helping people. I’ve
always tried to do my
best.”

Noller couldn’t hide
his dismay when he did

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Joiner reins supreme as Queen of the Rainbow

One of the main at-
tractions Sunday dur-
ing Boomtown Days was
the historic Queen of
the Rainbow beauty
pageant. 

The return of the con-
test from its one-year
absence drew a solid
crowd of friends, family
and average spectators
to the main stage. The
lot was filled with peo-
ple and signs of support
for their favorite 
contestant. 

Ashely “Nicki”

Paden, the reining
Queen of the Rainbow,
served as master of cer-
emonies for this year’s
event, which featured
four contestants —
Kaitlyn Hanley, Savan-
nah Joiner, Katie Wal-
lace, and Ashlyn
Whelchel. Sponsors for
the girls were Duke En-
ergy, Kountry Girl
Salon, Stiche Niche,
and Tide Water
Drilling, respectively. 

Four judges were
tasked with the deci-
sion of awarding the
top prize: 

The title of Queen of

the Rainbow; a $500
cash prize; a tanning
certificate; a one-hour
photo session with Cre-
ations by Melissa; a
one-hour massage from
Rieck’s Chiropractic;
and a session with
Nails by Karen. 

The areas of competi-
tion included an inter-
view the morning of the
pageant with the
judges, a western dance
set to a rendition of
“Footloose” by Blake
Shelton, onstage ques-
tions, an evening gown

LAURA RILEY
For the Riverland News

PENNY LOFTON
Special to the Riverland News

See BENEFIT page 2

Taylor
Dane
Myers

Charlene
Williams

DHS junior captures top pageant honors

See QUEEN page 8

Savannah
Joiner
smiles 
and waves
to the
crowd 
Sunday
after the
Dunnellon
High 
junior was
crowned
Queen of
the 
Rainbow
during 
this year’s
pageant at
Boomtown
Days.
JULIE MANCINI/
For the 
Riverland News

See BLAZE page 3



when they failed to ne-
gotiate a slight curve to
the left for southbound
vehicles on the unlit
stretch of what is com-
monly referred to as
Tiger Trail or High
School Road. 

According to the re-
port, Richard went

through a wire fence
along the Rainbow
River State Park’s
tramway for tubers and
slammed into trees in-
side the fence line. The
impact of the collision
with the trees caused his
2005 Suzuki 1000 to
break into multiple
pieces. Richard was
wearing a helmet at the
time of the crash, the re-
port stated.

In addition, the report
stated, Keller struck a
wooden post and was
ejected from his 2004
Honda and struck a
stand of trees, which
caused his motorcycle to
also break into multiple
pieces. Richard was also
wearing his helmet, the
report stated.

There were no wit-
nesses, Mulverhill
added. 

now I can’t count on
what I can do every day
or week. I just take
each day as it comes.
Some days are good
and others not so
good.”

Williams was diag-
nosed with end stage
renal disease from IGA
nephropathy, an au-
toimmune disorder,
from a respiratory in-
fection that settled in
her kidneys and at-
tacked them. With her
kidneys working at only
37 percent total func-
tion, she soon began a
quick progression to
dialysis when the kid-
neys reached 11 per-
cent total function.

“Charlene has been
in an intense struggle
with her health for
quite some time and
her determination to
bettering herself and
her courage in pursu-
ing her recovery after
many heartbreaking
and undeserved finan-
cial and medical
mishaps is exemplary,”
said Myers, a young
singer and songwriter. 

His debut album,
“This Changes Every-
thing,” is titled so
partly because it’s
about those turning
points in peoples lives
where they commit to
bettering themselves
even against unsure
odds, doubt and the
ever-present fear of
failing.

“Ultimately, however,
it is this unswerving
commitment to our
path that allows us to
be made whole,” Myers
said. “Charlene’s strug-
gle embodies this.”

“Charlene has been
accepted for a trans-
plant, an obstacle that
she has been unable to
overcome for years,
and a turning point
which changes every-
thing.”

Williams’ daughter,
Alexis, told doctors at
the Miami Transplant
Institute that she would
like to be tested to be a
possible kidney donor
to her mother. 

“I refused to con-
sider this option for
the past year when any
of my children would
bring it up in conversa-
tion,” Williams ex-
plained. “I was
worried they may 
get my disease.”

However, doctors
have assured Williams
that IGA nephropathy
is not hereditary. They
also advised her that
because Alexis has 50
percent of her DNA the
anti-rejection medi-
cine needed would be
less and more likely a
better match.

“This incredible act
is more than some can
comprehend,”
Williams said.

What inspires a
young man to reach out
and help a fellow Dun-
nellon resident in
need?

“My musical inspira-
tion comes from stories
like Charlene’s, rela-
tionships and my life
experiences,” he ex-
plained. “I hope to cre-
ate really great music
that uplifts, inspires
and encourages as
many people as it can.
I hope to be recording
and touring full time
perpetuating messages
of love and hope each
day.”

As for Williams, it is

simply the way Dun-
nellon people live.

“We are a community
filled with compassion-
ate people who care
about others and want
to make a difference,”
she said. “I’ve been
blessed by friends that
I consider family, and
compassion from oth-
ers beyond measure.
Taylor is an example
that young people can
make a difference in
our lives and commu-
nities. I do not regret a
day. I refuse to stop liv-
ing. Dunnellon is my
home.”

Tickets for the event
are $10 each. They can
be purchased at Grum-
bles House, Shirt Solu-
tions or the Dunnellon
Police Department.
For an additional do-
nation, there will be
appetizers, pulled pork
sliders, veggie pizza, a
variety of salads, bev-
erages and mocha bars.
There will also be a
silent auction with a
variety of merchan-
dise. In addition to the
music, food and auc-
tion, there will be a
brief educational com-
ponent regarding be-
coming a living donor. 

For more about the
Dane Myers Band, visit
www.danemyersmusic.
com. 
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2 Years
Guaranteed!

$10,000 – $5,000 Minimum IRA
$500,000 Limit per Family

2.00
ASK about BEST RATES for shorter or longer term
Regular Savings or IRA/401K’s including transfers

FIRST AMERICAN TRUST of Central Florida, LLC provides financial services locating FDIC insured banks and other 
leading financial institutions offering best yields nationwide, insured and guaranteed. Certain restrictions and penalty 
for early withdrawals may apply. Percentage Yield (APY) – Fixed rate, tax-deferred annuities are not FDIC insured.

COMPLETE DETAILS ARE IMPORTANT • APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

Free interest withdrawal anytime plus free 15% withdrawal in each year after 1st year. Total free
withdrawal at end of stated time period with no surrender charges or fees. Additional deposits accepted

during first 90 days after effective date. Employees Life Company (Mutual) Form No. SPD11-05-FL.
Rates offered are subject to change by the company.
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 Member A.I.P.B. & N.A.T.P.
 Florida Notary Public

 Payroll Service

 David J. Ratchford
 Bookkeeping & Tax Service

 1400 SW Valencia Heights Ave.
 Dunnellon, FL 34431-2025

 Phone / Fax: 352-465-0814
 Cell Phone: 352-220-7585

 Personal – Small Business – Corporate

 E-mail: beancount29@bellsouth.net
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 Pet Grooming Boutique

 8720 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala, Dillon Plaza
 352-854-2350

 Kathy & Gabriel Naranjo, Owners

 FULL GROOMING

 BRING IN THIS AD • OFFER EXPIRES 6/1/14

 00
0I

1M
Z

 LIVE IN CONCERT
 The Dane Myers Band

 To benefit Charlene Williams kidney fund

 FRIDAY, MAY 2 at 7:30
 Dunnellon Historic Train Depot,
 11123 N. Williams St. Dunnellon

 Tickets $10  •  Brand new CD on sale for $10

 Come at 6:30 for dinner

 Tickest available at Dunnellon Police Department, Shirt Solutions, 
 Grumbles House Antiques & Garden Shop and Ruthy Young Salon of Ocala.

 the name you can trust!
 celebrate your smile!

 FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE
 NOW OPEN!

 10710 S. US HWY. 41 • DUNNELLON
                489-1767  JUST NORTH
 OF WALMART

 GRAND OPENING PROMOTION
 • FREE X-RAYS  (0210)  AND EXAMS  (D0150)  - with initial visit
 • ADULT CLEANING  (D1110)  - ONLY $65
 • ON-SITE DENTAL LAB

BENEFIT
continued from page 1

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
A Florida Highway Patrol trooper surveys the tram path Sunday morning on Rain-
bow Springs State Park property where a deadly wreck occurred Saturday night.

WRECK
continued from page 1



arrive, holding his
hands to his head in
search of answers. 

“I kept the house
safe,” Noller said,
thankful his dog made it
out of the home safely.
“I use surge protectors,
LED bulbs, I try to keep
everything as energy-ef-
ficient as possible. I’m
dumbfounded as to how
this could have started.”

The state fire mar-
shal’s office is investi-
gating the cause of the
fire, said Jessica
Greene, spokeswoman
with Marion County
Fire Rescue. There is
no timetable for the in-
vestigation to be com-
pleted, she added.

Noller praised the ef-
forts of his comrades to
keep the damage under
control.

“I cannot thank them
enough for the job they
did,” he said.

Noller said he’d lived
in the house for more
than 10 years.

“It was a nice safe
place. It was built
solid,” he added. 
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 or  1-800-313-6324

 Prestige Home Centers, Inc.
 4300 SOUTH PINE AVE. (441) • OCALA
 Just one block north of Ocala’s Drive-In Theater
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 REPO SPECIAL!

 NOW IS THE 
 TIME TO BUY!

 LAND & HOME  $ 39 ,  900

 CALL FOR DIRECTIONS       MODEL 48D2F 28’X48’

 WE HAVE 6 REPOS IN THE OCALA AREA
 • SILVER SPRINGS • DUNNELLON • LEESBURG • SUMMERFIELD • LAKE PANASOFFKEE

 SINGLEWIDES
 from   $ 26,900

 DOUBLEWIDES
 from   $ 39,995
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 www.OcalaNational.com
 #400

 Located on Hwy 27 across from Golden Ocala
 4782 NW 80th Ave, Ocala, FL 34482

 For information & Tee Times
 352.629.7980

 Valid through May 31, 2014. Must present coupon.
 Offer may not be utilized with other offers. Tee times 

 may be made up to 4 days in advance of the date of play.

 $100   +tax

 SPRING SPECIAL
 for tee times any time of the day

 4
 PLAY
 FOR

 Includes greens fees & cart fees. 4-day advance tee 
 times. This offer may not be used with other offers.

 Offer expires May 31, 2014.

 The Only Pet Store In Town

 *If We Don’t Carry Your Brand, Special Orders Are Available Every Week

 20372 E Pennsylvania Ave.,
 Ste. G, Dunnellon

 Sat. 9-5, Sun. 11-4
 Mon. - Fri. 9-6

 (352)   465-1515

 Your One Stop Shop
 For All Your Pets Needs

 VOTED BEST 
 GROOMING

 •  All Natural Pet Foods and Supplies
 •  Bagged and Bulk Bird Seed
 •  Tropical and Pond Fish
 •  Mice, Rats and Other Little Critters

 MONTHLY
 LOW COST PET 
 VACCINATION 

 CLINIC
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 •  Personal Styling Records Kept, 
 So Your Pup Always Looks Great

 •  Flea Shampoo, Conditioning,
   Deshedding, Nails Cut & Filed

 & Anal Sacs, All Done At
 No Extra Charge

 Grooming 7 Days A Week
 Dog & Cat Nutritionist On Staff

 SAVE $$$ ON PET SHOTS
 Low Cost Pet Shot Clinic • 1pm to 2:30pm
 Mar 15th, April 19th & May 17th

 Rabies: 1 Year, $10 • 3 Years, $25
 Cash, Credit or Debit • NO CHECKS Please
 All Dogs Must Be On Leashes! • All Cats Must Be In Carriers!

 000I3CK

 Gruff’s Tap & Grill  Fero & Sons Insurance

 The Riverland News  Perkins’ Dentistry, Inc.

 WRGO Radio  H. Michael Evans, P.A.

 Waste Management  Home Outfitter

 Rainbow River’s Canoe & Kayak  Ford of Ocala

 Avonelle Mackerell  Dennis Evans

 St. John the Baptist Catholic Church  Stitch Niche

 Rainbows End Golf & Country Club  Curt Bond Signs

 Caldwell Banker Riverland Realty

 The Dunnellon Area 

 Chamber of Commerce

 would like to thank the 

 following Boomtown Days 

 Sponsors:

 When it comes to Dunnellon, they don’t talk, they do!  
 Please visit our sponsors.

Solution to puzzle 
on Page 15

Judge dismisses
charges against man

A 56-year-old Dun-
nellon man who was
charged with driving
under the influence
and disorderly intoxi-
cation Jan. 25 at the
City Boat Ramp had
the charges dropped
Friday in court, a
Dunnellon Police 
Department spokes-
woman said.

According to the
spokeswoman,
Michael A. Burns’
charges were dropped
after the state attor-
ney’s office didn’t es-
tablish venue, forcing
the judge to dismiss
the case.

Man, 20, faces 
multiple charges

A 20-year-old Dun-
nellon faces several
charges after a Sun-
day altercation, a
Dunnellon Police re-
port stated.

According to the re-
port, Davin Sanders
was charged with bat-
tery (dating violence),
burglary to a con-
veyance (while occu-
pied), petit theft and
criminal mischief.

The report stated
Sanders stole a
woman’s phone from
her vehicle, then
threw it out of his
moving car. When the
victim questioned
Sanders about the
phone, the defendant
struck her with an
open fist, causing her
lip to bleed and swell.

Sanders’ bond was
set at $18,750. He
posted bail Monday
according to Marion
County Jail records.

NEWS NOTES BLAZE
continued from page 1

Community Thrift Shop celebration

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News

The Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop on Thursday hosted its grand reopening and ribbon-
cutting ceremony at its new location at 20359 E. Pennsylvania Ave. Participating in the cere-
mony, from left, Karen Keen, president; Eugene Thomas, chaplain, American Legion Post No.
58; Carmen Fisher, active member for 39 1/2 years; Mayor Nathan Whitt; Phyllis Knight, mem-
ber for 18 years; Annabelle Dobbs, former member and Chamber of Commerce representative;
Eileen Toney; Barbara Brown, members for 16 years; Betty Poole, vice president; and Joann Mc-
Cullough, past president and publicity chairwoman. Not pictured is Helen Park an 18-year mem-
ber and treasurer for 10 years. A blessing was offered by Eugene Thomas, chaplain at American
Legion Post No. 58.  The ceremonies were followed by coffee, lemonade, an assortment of fin-
ger food, desserts and door prizes. Those interested in volunteering during  a four-hour shift,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Saturday, should call Melissa Duke at 465-2337. 
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It’s urgent
we move
forward

Couple does it country way
Happy 10th anniversary

to my daughter, Mandy
and her husband, Luke. 

Every mother wishes
two things for her chil-
dren. First, they will be
happy and, second, they
will find somebody who
truly loves them. I think
Mandy has accom-
plished both. 

Their courtship hap-
pened quite by acci-
dent. Luke began
working with my hus-
band, Russell, and we all
thought he was a cute kid.
“Kid” being the operative word
as he was years younger than
my two daughters. 

Russell’s jobs would often
take him out of town, so Luke
began spending nights with us
so they could leave bright and
early the next morning. We had
no idea he and my oldest
daughter were beginning to
see each other in a new light. 

It became obvious when
Luke no longer wanted to go
out of town and away from
Mandy, and it became even
more obvious when the four of
us went to New Smyrna Beach

for the weekend and he made
his feelings clear. 

The funniest thing about that
weekend was Russell
snoring so loudly that 
I, Mandy and Luke all
ended up sleeping in
the king-sized bed in
the second bedroom,
with me in the middle
of course.

Their relationship
was quite unusual. Most
couples go to the
movies, out to eat and

dancing. Those two would
spend their time hunting, fish-
ing and riding dirt bikes. Fun
to them was mud bogging, arm
wrestling or being in the
woods. 

The best buddies were insep-
arable back then. I never saw
two people spend so much
time together. They soon
moved in together and the rest
is history. 

They have so much in com-
mon. Besides outdoor sports,
the twosome love socializing
with friends, eating out and
sleeping in. They’re both huge
fans of “Sons of Anarchy” and
“Duck Dynasty.” They dislike

reading, shopping and dressing
up. They share two speeds —
slow and extremely slow.
They’re a perfect match. 

Now, I’m not saying they
don’t argue. They’re normal
like the rest of us, and even
though they have a lot in com-
mon they are complete oppo-
sites in many ways. 

Luke loves beer, Mandy hates
it. Mandy is easy going. Luke
likes things to be perfect. And
even though they both have a
great sense of humor, Mandy is
loud and raucous, Luke is
more subdued. 

Their wedding was also very
unconventional. It was out-
doors on a farm beside a lake.
The guests sat on hay bales
and ate smoked mullet dip. 
At the reception, they had 
barbeque. 

The popular couple invited
269 guests to their wedding
and 250 showed up. Yep, it was
wall-to-wall people, but every-
one had a great time. We
danced until our feet hurt. 

I have to admit my daughter
looked beautiful and cleaned

“The Newspaper built on Community Pride.”
Publisher � Gerry Mulligan
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Editor � Jeff Bryan
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GUEST COLUMN THE JERSEY GIRL

As many of you know,
I am a positive, for-
ward-thinking per-

son. I am an
eternal optimist. 

However, with
all due respect, I
feel that I must
immediately ad-
dress the con-
stant, petty,
personal attacks
by this paper, its
editor and others.

While some
were throwing potential
City Manager Eddie Esch
under the bus, he was al-
most single-handedly sav-
ing Dunnellon from
financial collapse. 

Also, while some chose
to throw myself and our
City Council under the
bus, we were diligently
working with our city
staff, police, fire and pub-
lic works departments
along with many positive,
forward-thinking citizens
and, if you didn’t know or
have forgotten, let’s re-
view the first year-and-a-
half of my administration.

First, and foremost, no
more blank checks. I am
specifically speaking of
the removal of the previ-
ous city manager and at-
torney. Also, we removed
the red-light cameras
most of you were against.
More important, thanks to
the cooperation of Re-
gions Bank and the state,
we found a workable reso-
lution to the Greenlight
Communications enter-
prise, which was no small
feat. 

We are working with the
Marion and Citrus County
Commissions to expedite
the hiking/biking trail
connections and found
grant funding to bring the
trail into town at Blue
Run Park. We have en-
hanced enforcement of
the laws on the Rainbow
and Withlacoochee rivers
in the city. 

Just recently, we
proudly shared in the
opening of a wonderful
new Boys & Girls Club fa-
cility. More important, we
are listening. 

We hear your concerns
and we are working on ad-
dressing all of them, one
step at a time.

I must also address the
fact that the editor of this
paper chooses to tell me
the positions I should
take. That’s not journal-
ism, period. That is called
an opinion, and you know
what they say about opin-
ions. Specifically, my posi-
tion as a board member
on the Rainbow River
Conservation is, as I un-
derstand, not OK with the
editor. 

Well, whether it’s OK
with this newspaper and
its editor or not, I am a
conservationist, both fis-
cally and environmentally,
and I am for conservation
of the Rainbow River. 

It should be protected,
as it is one of the largest
and most spectacular
springs in the world. I be-
lieve we can all agree
about that. Therefore, I
am on the board of the
conservation group
tasked with protecting 
the Rainbow River for 
a reason. 

All political agendas
aside, my hope is that our
spring and rivers are pro-
tected for my children
and grandchildren to
enjoy long after I’m gone.

All of that is “old busi-
ness,” and I for one will
not live in a world of petty
insults and personal at-
tacks any more than I will
live in the past. Let’s
move onto exciting, posi-
tive, forward-thinking

“new business”.
To that end, the most re-

cent, exciting “new busi-
ness” is that our
neighbors to the
south on the Cit-
rus County Com-
mission have
voted unani-
mously to fund en-
gineering for the
final connection to
the Withlacoochee
Rails to Trails. 

This trail con-
nection is being some-
what underestimated in
that the two trails it will
connect, the Withla-
coochee State Forest Trail
and the Cross-Florida
Greenway, generated ap-
proximately $65 million in
revenue last year from
visitors of these two trails.

Dunnellon will now be-
come the hub for the esti-
mated 1.5 million hikers
and bicyclists who used
these two trails just last
year. This means a new
revenue stream for our
local businesses, a more
hikeable-bikeable com-
munity, and moves Dun-
nellon into a prosperous
future built around our
cultural, historical her-
itage and, of course, eco-
tourism.

To foster this growing
new economy, we have
reached out to the Marion
County Chamber and Eco-
nomic Partnership and
the Dunnellon Chamber
of Commerce to promote
a synergy between the two
organizations.

The CEP, through,
Kevin Sheilley, its presi-
dent, has started a dia-
logue with, Beverly
Leisure, Chamber execu-
tive director, and Viola
Soffe, president, who will
provide a new avenue of
business attraction and
retention previously un-
available to our city. The
CEP is very clear that
they do not have mem-
bers, they have partners,
and partners expect a re-
turn on their investment.
This level of accountabil-
ity is crucial to Dunnellon
as we move forward into
this new economy. I com-
mend our Chamber of
Commerce for embracing
this opportunity, and I
truly believe that our city
will be the “rising tide
that lifts all of our ships”.

More “new business,”
we should all be excited
about is the upcoming
presentation from the
Marion County Visitors
and Convention Bureau
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 7, at City Hall. 

Loretta Shaffer, execu-
tive director of the VCB
will give an in-depth pres-
entation into the poten-
tial for Dunnellon within
the Marion County
Tourism Development
Plan. 

Once she has given her
presentation and has
taken questions, I invite
everyone to bring your vi-
sion of Dunnellon in the
next 10, 20 and even 50
years. How would you
like to see Dunnellon for
your children and grand-
children? 

Please come with posi-
tive, forward-thinking
ideas and be ready to
move on to “new busi-
ness,” a wonderful future
for Dunnellon.

Please come to the City
Council Workshop at 7
p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at
City Hall with your vision
for Dunnellon’s future. I
look forward to seeing
you there.

Nathan Whitt is the
mayor of the city of 
Dunnellon. Email him 
at nwhitt@dunnellon.org. 

Audrey Beem

Nathan Whitt

Mayor’s shenanigans 
at event uncalled for

I’m writing this letter in re-
sponse to the recent shenani-
gans of the Dunnellon mayor at
the Americana Music Festival
this past weekend. During his
performance, the mayor asked
if anyone in the crowd was
from your newspaper. He
asked a few times and when no
one replied he said, “this next
song is for The Riverland
News, it’s called ‘Scapegoat.’”

I’m not sure why the mayor
chose to talk about your paper
during his performance. My
neighbors and I were rather
puzzled and felt it inappropri-
ate.

I’ve heard the mayor speak
about mending fences many
times before but it seems he’s
got a splinter under his skin. 

Your paper does an outstand-
ing job at supporting our com-
munity. I’m a subscriber and
share the paper with my family
in New York. Your paper re-
ports good news, supports com-
munity events, supports our
children and athletes and
shares the news that is perti-
nent to our city. 

Shame on our mayor and his
lapse of judgment. Keep re-
porting the news and keeping
us informed.

Steve Hampshire,
Dunnellon 

Healthy river key to city’s 
long-term future

I’m no expert on the newspa-
per business, but I know
enough to understand the
Riverland News has it made. 

With the oversaturation of
medium of every type and the
ability to Google pretty much
anything in 1.2 seconds, pub-
lishing a weekly newspaper is
a tough gig. 

That is, unless you have to

have a steady stream of curi-
ous decisions by the people
who influence policy for peo-
ple to seek out a paper box and
get the local weekly. Mr. Bryan,
count your blessings.

The virtually bankrupt city
makes it a priority not to rent
barricades for the town’s
yearly festival. The town’s most
outspoken environmentalist,
who has never seen a lawsuit
he didn’t like, wants to sue the
city for the environmentally
sound policy of higher water
rates. 

On top of that, the same envi-
ronmentalists seem to be tak-
ing the inexplicable position of
opposing the use of reclaimed
water on the golf course. 

Honestly folks, you can’t
make this up. 

The vice mayor somehow
ties the tree ordinance to the

red-light cameras we so en-
joyed. This seems to be one of
the more sensible positions I
have read. I am sure that if I
read it another three times it
will become very clear to me.

On the highly controversial
issue of enforcing the laws on
the river, the public meeting
held last winter became a prob-
lem because the public showed
up. The issues were only able to
be addressed in closed-door
meetings without all the pesky
public input to muck up the
works.

I haven’t even finished the
paper yet.

In the end, the streets will get
blockaded; the golf course will
get watered; the red-light cam-
eras will stay gone. These is-
sues are transitional and will
soon be replaced by others.
They are minor compared to
the real issue we face. 

Like him or not, Bill Clinton
was a good administrator. If he
were to drop in for a spell to
help our city fix its problems he
would refocus us with a single
sentence: “It’s the river, stupid.” 

If we cease to have a healthy
and safe Rainbow River, much
of the reason for our town to
exist will go with it. 

The demise of Blue Run
would sell out the newspaper,
but I suspect Mr. Bryan would
rather write about the charity
car wash and sell fewer 
newspapers.

Dwight Porter,
Dunnellon

Limiting capacity on river 
is a very good idea

To begin with, why is limiting
how many people can be on
the river a misguided notion?
We limit how many people can
sit in a car by the number of
seats and seat belts. It would
be unsafe to cram 15 people in

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

See JERSEY page 9

See LETTERS page 14
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● All letters must be signed and in-

clude a phone number and

hometown, including letters sent

via e-mail, Phone numbers will

not be printed or given out. We

reserve the right to edit letters for

length, libel, fairness and good

taste.

● Letters to the editor must be no

longer than 550 words, and writ-

ers will be limited to two letters

per month.



Donations sought for
‘Sneaker Project’

Holy Faith Episcopal
Church is seeking do-
nations for its end of
the school year,
“Sneaker Project.”
Monies raised will pro-
vide new sneakers for
children at Dunnellon
and Romeo elementary
schools. Donations are
needed by today. 

If you can help, mail
your contribution to
“Sneaker Project” at
Holy Faith Episcopal
Church, 19924 W. Blue
Cove Road, Dunnellon
FL 34432, or stop by
the church office Mon-
day, Wednesday or
Thursday mornings.

For information, call
489-2685.

Catholic church 
plans flea market

The Altar and
Rosary Society of St.
John the Baptist
Catholic Church will
host its annual Flea
Market from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, May 17,
in Father Stegeman
Hall at the corner of
U.S. 41 and State Road
40 in Dunnellon. 

For information, call
489-3166.
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 R&L Auto Detailing

 Call for Appt. 875-6484  6895 SW Hwy. 200 • 4 Miles West of I-75

 ... because your car deserves better.
 Reg. $ 39 95

 SUMMER SPECIAL:  HAND WASH & WAX
 WORLD CLASS SERVICE SINCE ‘94

 Includes Windows, Vacuum Carpets, Wheel Treatment, Tire Shine & Door Jams

 FREE
 LOVEBUG 
 REMOVAL!

 7525 S. Highway 41, Dunnellon
 352-489-3166

 Saturday Reconciliation . . . . 3:30  PM

 Saturday Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 Sunday . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 10:30  AM

 Sunday - Spanish............ . . . . . . Noon

 Mon. Thru Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM

 Holy Days . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 7:00  PM

 www.stjohncc.com

 MASSES

 Catholic Community of St. John the   Baptist
 Father Jean H. Desir, Pastor
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 Romeo Baptist 
 Church

 Sunday School    9:30 AM
 Worship     11:00 AM
 Disciple Training  5:00 PM

 Pastor 
 R.D. Hess

 (352) 489-1788
 Sunday

 (Nursery & Children’s Church Provided)

 Wednesday

 AWANA  6:30 PM
 Youth Group      6:30 PM
 Bible Study        7:00 PM
 8 1 / 2  Miles North of Dunnellon Off of 
 Highway 41, Left at Church Sign  on

  SW 5 th  Place
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 A Progressive
 Community of Faith

 in the Heart of
 Central Florida

 Sunday Worship  10:30 am
 Adult Bible Discussion  12:00 Noon

 ‘

 God
 is still 

 speaking,

 Jesus didn’t reject people.
     Neither do we.

 First Congregational
 United Church of Christ

 7171 SW SR  200, Ocala, FL
 352-237-3035
 uccocala.org

 Dr. H.W. McSwain, Jr.,
 Pastor
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 489-2685

 Holy Faith
 Episcopal

 Church
 19924 W. Blue Cove Dr.

 Dunnellon
 T HE  R EV . J. J AMES  G ERHART

 Sunday Services
 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM

 Sunday School 9:45 AM
 “Godly Play”

 Healing Service
 1st Sunday Every Month

 Following 10:00 AM Service

 CR 484

 SR
 2

00

 Holy
 Faith  *
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 Expires 8/31/13  Expires 8/31/13  Expires 8/31/13

 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED •  Free Estimates Licensed & Insured  100% Guaranteed

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Services
 Carpet & Upholstery

 Cleaning Services

 24 Hour Emergency Water Removal!!!  Carpet Dries Fast, 1-2 Hours

 • Tile & Grout
 • Carpet Stretching
 • Upholstery

 • Water Extraction
 • Air Duct
     Cleaning

 35%
 OFF

 TILE
 CLEANING

 Expires  5/31/14  Minimum charge applies.

 3 ROOMS
 & HALLWAY
  $ 65 00

 Expires  5/31/14  Minimum charge applies.

 CARPET 
 STRETCHING
 OR REPAIR

 25% OFF
 Expires 5/31/14 Minimum charge applies.

 Toll Free 866-443-1766    Local 352-503-2091
 www.ThuraClean.com

 Only

 30%
 OFF
 AREA RUG 
 CLEANING

 Expires  5/31/14  Minimum charge applies.

 coupon required  coupon required  coupon required  coupon required
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 DUNNELLON PODIATRY CENTER, P.A .

 Medical and Surgical Treatment of 
 • Foot and Ankle • Bunions • Hammertoes • Fractures • Infections 

 • Heel Pain  • Arthroscopic and Endoscopic Procedures  
 • Diagnostic Ultrasound and X-ray on Premises

 Stacy Lynn Witfill D.P.M.
 Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery

 11786 Cedar Street (CR 40)
 (Next to the Women’s Club) 489-6621

 Most Insurance Accepted
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 Dunnellon
 Seventh-day

 Adventist Church
 Welcome To Our Services

 Hwy. 41 & Hwy. 40
 Saturday

 Sabbath School 9:30  AM
 Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00  AM

 Tuesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . 4:30  PM
 For more information:

 352-489-3455
 www.dunnellonsdachurch.com
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 Peace
 Lutheran Church
 Missouri Synod

 Rev. Terry L. McKee, Pastor

 Sunday School & Adult Bible 
 Class  9:00 A.M
 Sunday Worship Service

 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday Bible Study
 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday potluck & Bible 
 Study  6:30 PM
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 “The Church On The Hill”
 5 miles North of Dunnellon
 US Hwy 41 at Highway 40

 489-5881
 www.PeaceLutheranOnline.com

 D UNNELLON
 F IRST  U NITED

 M ETHODIST  C HURCH
 21501 W. Highway 40

 Rev. Eddie Fulford,   Pastor
 Sunday

 Communion
 Worship Service  8:00 AM

 Praise Worship  9:30 AM

 Traditional Worship  11:00 AM
 Nursery At All Services

 Sunday School  9:30 AM & 11:00 AM

 “Building the Kingdom in Everything We Do”
 352-489-4026
 www.fumc-dunnellon.org  00
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 GATHERINGS
 A D IRECTORY   OF  A REA  C HURCHES

 “For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them.”    –
 Matthew 18:20

 711181

 Deb’s Natural Source

 • Whole food nutritional supplements 
 • Essential oils 

 • Herbal extracts 
 • Organic teas, coffees, 
 spices and flavorings 
 • Soaps & skin care

 352-586-0754
 3490 W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon

 Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-2
 Like us on Facebook for 
 more nutrition facts.

 The best in whole food nutrition

 Fresh Grain 
 Breads from 

 Sami’s Bakery
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  China House China House China House  D INING  T O  G O   OR  E AT -I N
 (352) 522-0008
 (Next to Subway)
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 11352 N. Williams St.   (Sweetbay Plaza)

 Please  Call    (352) 489-9763

 China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet
 Lunch  $6.95
 Dinner $9.35
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A member of the Florida Press Association

352-489-2731
352-489-6593 (Fax)

The Riverland News serves Dunnellon and the surrounding areas: Blue
Cove, Chatmire, Hills of Ocala, Lake Tropicana, Rainbows End, Rainbow
Lakes Estates, All the Rainbow Springs Area, Rio Vista and Vogt Springs.

The Riverland News is delivered on Thursday to subscribers by our
carriers and mail. The newspaper is also available inside area stores
and at various boxes throughout the community. Local subscription rate

is $28 a year. Call for Florida and out-of-Florida rates.

The Riverland News is published in Dunnellon, FL by Citrus Publishing,
Inc., 1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429-5760.

CALL 489-2731
For Information On Display Advertising And

Business & Church Directory Ads.

CALL 888-852-2340 or 352-563-5655
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday,

or 7 to 10 a.m. Sundays
For Information On Subscriptions

TO SUBMIT NEWS ITEMS EMAIL TO:
editor@riverlandnews.com

NEWS DEADLINE IS NOON FRIDAY.

News items about happenings at area churches and clubs, school and
sporting activities, military promotions, announcement of births,

anniversaries, engagements, weddings, first and 90+ birthdays, and
similar community news items are accepted for publication.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT DUNNELLON, FL.
SECOND CLASS PERMIT #681-730

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

RIVERLAND NEWS,
20441 E. PENNSYLVANIA AVE.,DUNNELLON, FL 34432-6035

Food 4 Kids receives donation

JERRY MEYN/Special to the Riverland News
The New Pretenders’ Nancy Grabowski, right, recently presented Linda Gos-
son, president Dunnellon Food-4-Kids Inc., a $500 donation. The New Pre-
tenders is a group of entertainers from On Top of the World. The group, whose
band, singers, dancers and comedians perform throughout Marion County,
raised funds from ticket sales. The group then donated the money to chari-
table organizations. Dunnellon Food-4-Kids Inc. provides backpacks of food
for the weekend to schoolchildren who have no secure source of food on
school weekends.

Robert Frisch, 76
Ronald Frisch, 76, en-

tered into rest on April
24, 2014, at his resi-
dence in Dunnellon,
Florida. He was born
into this life on Novem-
ber 8, 1937, in Chicago,
Illinois, to the late
Joseph and Josephine
(Marzal) Frisch.

Ronald was a U.S.
National Guard vet-
eran serving our coun-
try proudly and a
retired CPA with the
U.S. government. He
enjoyed crossword puz-
zles, travel and spend-
ing time with his
family.

He is survived by his
loving wife Alice B.
Frisch, Dunnellon,
Florida; his children
Philip Frisch and
Pamela West and her
husband John; his
brother-in-law Bob and
his wife Nancy; his sis-
ter Mary Ann Jandura
and husband; four
grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild. “We
love you and we will
miss you until we meet
again.” In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in mem-
ory of can be made to
the St. Louis, Missouri,
Zoo.

Expressions of sym-
pathy can be made on-
line at robertsof
dunnellon.com.

Arrangements are
under the careful di-
rection of Roberts Fu-
neral Home of
Dunnellon. 

Gerald Shettleroe, 86
Gerald H. Shettleroe,

86, U.S. Army WWII vet-
eran, died April 26,

2014, in
Dunnel-
lon. He
was born
into this
life on
Oct. 28,
1927, to
the late
G e o r g e
a n d
Blanche

(Bedard) Shettleroe in
Plymouth, Mich.

He is preceded in
death by his brothers,
Harold and Jimmy
Shettleroe.

He is survived by his
children, Jerry Shet-
tleroe, Lennie Shet-
tleroe, Casey Zurn and
Renee Bergner, all of
Dunnellon; his grand-
children, Shannon,
Chad, Justin, Jennifer,
Natalie, Wesley and
Nicole; and great-
grandchildren. “We
love you and we will
miss you until we meet
again.”

Expressions of sym-
pathy can be made on-
line at robertsof
dunnellon.com.

Roberts Funeral
Home of Dunnellon is
handling arrange-
ments. 

SO YOU KNOW
Obituaries must be

submitted by a licensed
funeral home. 
Email Rita at fspops@
chronicleonline.com.

OBITUARY

Gerald 

Shettleroe

CHURCH NEWS

WE WANT YOUR NEWS
The Riverland News seeks community news an-

nouncements such as first birthdays, births, en-
gagements, weddings and anniversaries. To submit
news, email Editor Jeff Bryan at editor@riverland
news.com. Photos must be high-resolution images.
Print photos can be scanned at our office at 20441
E. Pennsylvania Ave.
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 ESPRESSO • CAPPUCCINO • LATTES
 FRAPPES • SMOOTHES • CAKES • CUPCAKES

 BEER • WINE • MIMOSA

 BOULEVARD
 BISTRO

 9576 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
 Citrus Springs

 352-897-5155
 Tuesday - Saturday 7:00am-4:00pm

 Breakfast & Lunch
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The annual Boomtown Days
Dunnellon came to a conclu-
sion Sunday with the crowning
of the Queen of the Rainbow.
The Little Miss  & Mister Dun-
nellon pageant (see page 12 for
photos) was Saturday.  Festival-
goers also enjoyed crafts and
art as well as a variety of foods
and the popular Lions Club 
car show.

Clockwise from above left: 
Car enthusiasts were able to

enjoy viewing this 1930 Ford
Model A.

Alyssa Crosby films the dance
routine of the Little Miss and
Mister Dunnellon pageant.

Mayor Nathan Whitt steps
back after Christina Avina was
officially delcared Boomtown
Mayor.

Cote Deonath rocked the
main stage Sunday as Elvis
Presley.

Laurissa Desouza  watches
the youth pageant while her
daughter, Kaydence Wood, 5,
cleans off her sunglasses.

For more pictures from
Boomtown Days, see the May 8
edition of the Riverland News.
Photos by JEFF BRYAN & JULIE MANCINI/
Riverland News



Church quilters thank
public for donations
On behalf of River-

land Baptist Quilters, I
want to thank all those
who read about our
need for quilting mate-
rial and provided
some for us. We are
busy incorporating it
in our projects for
Shands Cancer Center
youth patients, and
will make our first de-
livery to them in mid-
May. 

We are so grateful
for the fabrics and
thread, and also to the
Riverland News for
writing about our proj-
ect. If anyone is still
interested in donating
quilting materials, call
Linda at 465-5039 or
Jeanette at 465-0947. 

Linda Hall,
Dunnellon

RSRO thanks local
businesses for support

The Rainbow
Springs Residents’ Or-
ganization (RSRO)
would like to take this

opportunity to say a
big “thank you” to the
following Dunnellon
businesses and friends
of the RSRO, who so
generously donated
items for our raffle
during our annual din-
ner dance April 12 at
the Social Hall of St.
John the Baptist
Catholic Church. Your
support made a great
night even more fan-
tastic.

Thanks to: A Floral
Occasion, A to Z
Liquor, Bentley’s
Restaurant, Blue Run
Bicycles, China Wok
Restaurant, Curt Bond
Signs, Dunnellon Chi-
ropractic, Dunnellon
Dry Cleaners, Fusion
Hair Salon, Go For
Donuts, Gruff ’s
Restaurant, Grumbles
House, Joseph Russo,
Nichol’s Lumber, Patsy
& Co, Pavarotti’s Pizza,
Pet’s Plus, Rainbow
River Canoe & Kayak,
Rieck Chiropractic,

During the past year, rep-
resentative leaders from
the Ocala/Marion County

tourism industry and other in-
terested citizens ex-
plored the current and
future direction of
tourism promotion for
the entire county. 

Representatives from
several communities
within the county have
participated in the
process. The process
began with meetings in
each of the five County
Commission districts, which
were widely publicized in ad-
vance. Each community pro-
vided innovative ideas for
sustainable growth, research,
product development, market-
ing and partnership formation,
as well as the work needed to
communicate the value of
tourism to the greater Marion
County citizenry. 

The work from the communi-
ties culminated in a daylong
strategic planning session at-
tended by members of the Mar-

ion County Board of County
Commissioners and the Marion
County Tourist Development
Council. The collective work of

all the communities and
individuals has allowed
the Ocala/Marion County
Convention and Visitors
Bureau to develop a five-
year strategic plan that
will allow our commu-
nity to grow through the
efforts of tourism. 

The five-year plan 
focuses on efforts to
achieve a more strategic

and information-based approach
to marketing Marion County.
The entire plan is underpinned
by more detailed annual opera-
tional/business documents, all of
which are aligned to and reflect
the strategic priorities and tar-
gets established during the
strategic planning process fo-
cusing on the core objectives of
attracting regional, national and
international visitors. 

Tourism is one of the largest
economic industries in Florida.
In Fiscal Year 2012, 87.3 million

visitors came to the state (more
than the combined populations
of California, Ohio and Texas). 

Tourists spent almost $71.8 bil-
lion dollars and the state real-
ized $4.3 billion in sales tax
revenue to help fund schools,
roads and other needed citizen
services. More than 1 million
jobs are related to tourism. 

As Marion County grows its in-
vestment in tourism promotion,
its citizens will also realize a
greater share of this lucrative
industry.

We hope you will attend the
Dunnellon City Council meeting
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 7, at
City Hall to hear myself and
Larry Meador with EVOK Adver-
tising as we will present the
final outcome of the workshops
and an overview of the five-year
strategic plan to Dunnellon area
residents.

Loretta Shaffer is the execu-
tive director of the Ocala/
Marion County Visitors & 
Convention Bureau. Email her
at Loretta.Shaffer@marion
countyfl.org.
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 Expires 5/31/14. In-County Only

 Name _____________________________________________________________

 Address ___________________________________________________________

 City _______________________________________________  State  __________

 Zip __________  Phone ________________ Email __________________________

 ❑   Payment Enclosed      ❑   Bill Me  Sign up online   Promo Code: MOM

 Clip, complete and mail to:

 for
 the year

  $  22  00 $ 22 00

 Give Mom the best of
 local news, events,
 coupons and more!

 Give Mom the best of
 local news, events,
 coupons and more!

 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432
 Call 352-489-2731

 www.riverlandnews.com
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KTHANK YOU CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES

CALL (352) 489-4844

CLEANMASTER
26 Years in Business

Get Any 2 
Services

Same Day and SAVE!

Carpet Cleaning
$18

(3 room minimum)
Dry Cleaning or Steam

Per Room
Sofa and Loveseat

Furniture Cleaning
$60

1 Chair Cleaned FREE

Call for details

Gutter Cleaning
Entire House

Only $50
Pressure Cleaning

• House  • Driveway  • Pool 
Enclosure  • Roof   FREE 

ESTIMATES!

Owner Does 
The Work

Tourism focal point of county’s future
GUEST COLUMN THANK YOU LETTERS

Loretta 

Shaffer 

See THANK page 9



walk, where the girls
were not judged on
their appearance, but
rather confidence and
their short biography
and list of achieve-
ments was read by
Paden. Lastly, the
young women dis-
cussed their individual
platforms, a community
service project that
they planned to imple-
ment if crowned. 

Questions ranged
from serious to per-
sonal to “what if ” top-
ics. It allowed the girls
to reveal their person-
alities, whether it was
Whelchel’s fear of spi-
ders; Wallace’s goal of
one day being her
mom’s boss to Hanley’s
love of poetry and
Betty Whitt, or Joiner’s
wish to experience the
simpler life of the past. 

However, the real is-
sues were tackled
when the contestants
described their plat-
forms.

While the winner
will be given the oppor-
tunity to implement
her ideas and plans, all
of the topics discussed
would be beneficial to
today’s community. 

Whelchel spoke
about teenage preg-
nancy prevention and
would volunteer at
Dunnellon’s Family
Hope Pregnancy Cen-
ter as well as set up a
booth during future
events to raise money
for teenage mothers. 

Wallace’s platform
was centered around
the performing arts de-
partment at Dunnellon
High School and would
attempt to secure fund-
ing and apply for
grants to provide new
supplies for organiza-
tions such as the band
and drama club. 

Like Wallace, Hanley
looked to her school
life for inspiration on
her platform. As a new
member of the Florida
Atlantic University
color guard, she
planned to donate all
of her profits from the
pageant to the Dunnel-
lon High color guard. 

Last, but not least,
Joiner’s platform was
to support the local
Special Olympics,
Florida, by attending
and volunteering at
events to not only raise
funds, but awareness,
for the athletes. In ad-
dition, she hopes to es-
tablish a unified
kickball game at Dun-
nellon High. 

As well as all of the
contestants did, only
one could win.

In fact, it was a triple
crown of sorts for
Joiner. She was voted
Miss Congeniality by
the other contestants;
Crowd Favorite, which
was determined by the
most donations col-
lected by a contestant
prior to and during the
pageant; and, ulti-
mately, she was chosen
Queen of the Rainbow
by the panel of judges. 

Whelchel was se-
lected as first runner-
up. 

“I’m excited. I think
she will do great,”

Paden said about
Joiner. “She has a lot of
plans and I’m excited
to see what she has in
store.” 

Joiner described her

emotions after the
crowning — and a lot of
pictures — as “happy,
excited, still shaking
and honored.” 

Pageant directors

Heidi Robinson and
Rebecca Casiano de-
scribed this year’s
event as “easy and fun.
Robinson, in her sixth
year as director of the

pageant, added the
girls were very enthu-
siastic and willing to
participate as well as
really motivated. 

With the success of

this year’s revival of
the beauty pageant,
one can only expect the
tradition to live on for
Boomtown Days to
come. 
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QUEEN
continued from page 1

JULIE MANCINI/Riverland News

Queen of the Rainbow contestants Ashlyn Whelchel, Katie Wallace, Kaitlyn Hanley and Savannah Joiner show off their dance skills while
performing a line dance set to a rendition of “Footloose” by Blake Shelton. Other competitions included onstage questions, an evening
gown walk, where the girls were not judged on their appearance, but rather confidence, and their individual platforms, a community serv-
ice project that they planned to implement if crowned. 

ABOVE: Katie Wallace, left, Ashlyn Whelchel
Savannah Joiner and Kaitlyn Hanley pose for
photos after Joiner was crowned the 2014
Queen of the Rainbow. Whelchel was selected
as first runner-up in the longtime pageant.
LEFT: Courtney Heinritz, center, holds up a
sign while friends, Joseph Perez, left, and
Kayla Johnson, cheer on Ashlyn Whelchel
during the event.
BELOW: Ashlee Winner, a Dunnellon High
senior, shows her support for Savannah
Joiner, her friend, who was eventually named
this year’s Queen of the Rainbow pageant
winner.
Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News

Photo by JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News



Garden club plans
May meeting

The Rainbow Springs
Garden Club will meet at
1 p.m. Thursday, May 22,
at the American Legion
Hall, 10730 U.S. 41, north
of Walmart. The program
will be presented by
Grumbles House staff
about “Summer Garden
Ideas.”

The May meeting will
be the last one for the
2013-14 fiscal year. At
that time, Alice Kennedy
will retire as president
and Barbara Roberts will
return to lead the club
for the 2014-15 fiscal year.

Annual membership
September to May is $10.
Visitor fee is $5 applica-
ble toward annual mem-
bership. Refreshments
will be available, Grow
and Share plants and 50-
25-25 tickets will be sold.
Door prizes will be
awarded, so be sure to
sign in to be included in
the drawings. 

For information, 
call Alice Kennedy 
at 465-3002.

up well. It was probably
only the third time in
her life that she’d worn
heels and lipstick. Luke
looked quite dapper in
his tuxedo. I can bet
neither of them could
wait to put their jeans
on.

For their honeymoon,
they went back to New
Smyrna Beach, where
Luke had first pro-
fessed his love. 

The first year of mar-
riage they continued
their buddy ship and
country ways. They set-
tled into a tiny home
that was affordable and
made it their own. 

Fourteen months
later, their lives were
blessed with a perfect
little angel, James. To
say he changed their
lives would be an un-
derstatement.

It was a big adjust-
ment for Mandy to stay
home with a baby while
Luke was still able to
hunt, fish and ride dirt
bikes. Their relation-

ship changed, revolving
around their newborn
son. 

But James, now 8, en-
joys many of the same
things they do, so the
three of them do almost
everything together. 

They all get up at 5
a.m. during hunting
season to sit up in the
tree-stand together.
Last year, they boasted
a hog, two deer and a
turkey among them.
James knows how to
fish, ride a four-
wheeler, shoot darts
and he got an early les-
son in gun safety. 

Yup, my sweet little
country grandson. 

The kids purchased a
new home last year and
are settling in quite
nicely. The deer heads
hang proudly on their
walls. There’s plenty of
land for target practice
and room for their
boats, bikes and 
scooters. 

So here is to Mandy
and Luke: I hope this is
just the first of many
milestones in their
marriage for them to
celebrate. 

Terry’s Shear Envy,
Tractor Supply, Turner
House Florist, Vernon
Martin Salon, Walmart
and Winning Images
Photography.

We encourage the
residents of Rainbow
Springs to patronize
these establishments
whenever possible and
enjoy the benefits of
their services and
wares. These busi-
nesses gave freely to
support our function
and we should return
the favor.

Rainbow Springs
Residents Organization
Community support at

agency appreciated
On behalf of the

Annie W. Johnson
Service Center, I
would like to thank
the community for its
continued support
and determination.
Your commitment to
helping our agency is
sincerely appreci-
ated.

Given the current
state of the economy,
emergency food assis-
tance is an important
piece of the food sys-
tem for many Ameri-
can households. Food
pantries make up an
important part of the
social safety net in the
U.S. 

In 2009, 4.8 percent
of the American popu-
lation accessed food
from food pantries.
Yet, very little is
known about the
structure of opera-
tions of food banks in
terms of where food is
obtained, what types
of food are provided
and what structural
opportunities and
constraints are 
present.

Each year, the Annie
W. Johnson Service
Center continues to
advance its mission of
encouraging and fos-
tering the idea of
helping less fortunate
families. In fiscal year
2013, Annie W. John-
son Service Center,
assisted more than

10,900 individuals
with 335,834 pounds of
nutritional food;
$71,746.00 in financial
assistance to deserv-
ing families in Mar-
ion, Citrus and Levy
counties. Continuing,
the first quarter of
2014, we assisted 3,876
individuals with
114,359 pounds of
food, along with
$25,585.61 of financial
assistance. Through
our programs, we
have seen many lives
changed for the better.

The goal of the
Annie W. Johnson
Service Center is to
continue to make a
difference in the lives
of less fortunate fami-
lies. With the help
from supporters such
as you we will con-
tinue to see continued
improvements.

Thanks again for
your generous support
of our efforts.

Larry Cooper,
Executive director,

Annie W. Johnson 
Service Center
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Seven Days A Week
Rain or Shine

Call to see how you can receive

2 Weeks Free
352-563-5655
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in Citrus County

 NEW PATIENTS &
 WALK-INS WELCOME

 Taking Care Of Our Patients Since 1992

 Bellam Medical Clinic
 Rajendra P. Bellam MD

 Board Certified Internal Medicine
 Internal & General Medicine

 Crystal Van Leeuwen, ARNP-C

 EKG, Lab, Pap Test Done
       MEDICARE, MEDICAID & 

       MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
       www.BellamMedical.com
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 Monday-Friday
 447-3031

 41 N. Inglis Ave., Inglis

 Monday-Saturday
 (352) 465-1199

 11011 N. Williams St., Dunnellon (Hwy. 41)   Across from WalMart

 Hypertension
 Women’s Health
 Arthritis
 Gynecology
 Wellness Screening

 Diabetes
 Physicals
 Heart Disease
 Men’s Health
 Anxiety

 HOSPITAL PRIVILEGES: CITRUS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
 SEVEN RIVERS REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
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The Citrus baseball team
defeated Dunnellon for a
third and final time this year,
as the top-seeded Hurricanes
beat the District 5A-6 tourna-
ment host Tigers 8-3 on April
23 at Mike Payne Field.

Nursing an early 2-0 lead,
Citrus (14-11, 6-1),
watched No. 4 seed Dunnel-
lon take advantage of Hurri-
cane errors in a three-run
fifth inning to claim a 3-2
edge. 

Joey Polizzi led off and

reached on a groundball mis-
played at third base, then Cit-
rus starting pitcher Alex
Atkinson gave up a single to
Matthew Livermore and a
walk to Quinn Roosen to load
the bases. 

Atkinson (five innings,
three runs, one earned run,
four hits, six strikeouts and
two walks) got Zachary West
looking before a Kane Parks
fielder’s choice RBI ground-
out made it 2-1.

Bo Dewitz walked to reload
the bases, and Garrett Kud-
lack’s grounder to third was
overthrown to first, allowing

two runs to score before Cit-
rus could get the ball back in
play for the Tigers’ 
3-2 lead.

Atkinson escaped further
damage, and in the bottom
half of the fifth, it was Citrus’
turn to capitalize on a wild
inning.

Austin Bogart started the
Hurricanes’ five-run frame
with a single through the left
side, and came around to
score all the way from first
when Ben Wright’s grounder
was fielded and thrown well
over first base, tying it at 3-3.

Cody Bogart singled and
came around to score on 
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Memorial golf tourney
slated Saturday

The 10th annual
Phil Nichols Memo-
rial Golf Tournament
will be at 9 a.m. Satur-
day at Juliette Falls
Golf & Country Club.
Entry fee is $300 for a
four-person team, or
$75 per individual.
For a four-person
team and a hole spon-
sorship, the fee is
$325; and the cost for
a hole sponsorship is
$50.

Space is limited to
the first 120 golfers or
30 teams. All pro-
ceeds go to the DHS
football program.

For information,
contact Deana Miley
at 465-6745, email
deana.miley@marion.
k12.fl.us, or mail to
P.O. 264, Dunnellon,
FL 34430.
Concealed weapons

class available
Riverside Trading

& Loan will host a
Florida concealed
weapon carry permit
class at 9 a.m. Sunday
at Riverside Trading
at 20419 E. Pennsylva-
nia Ave. This class is
the two-hour prereq-
uisite to apply to the
state for your con-
cealed weapon per-
mit. Space is limited.
To reserve a spot, call
533-4350.

Lady Tigers to host
summer hoops camp

The inaugural Lady
Tigers Basketball
Camp, for students en-
tering third through
eighth grade, will be
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
June 9 to 12 at the
Dunnellon High
School Gymnasium.

Campers will learn
a variety of basketball
skills from coaches
and players who have
played on the high
school level. Campers
will also compete in a
variety of skills and
team games with
prizes for the winners.

For information,
call coach Tony Mal-
donado at 352-465-
6750, ext. 58234, or
352-553-8724, or email
Antonio.Maldonado@
marion.k12.fl.us.

Fast-pitch softball 
tryouts slated

Legacy Unleashed, a
new 14-and-under
travel fast-pitch softball
team, will have open
tryouts at 9:30 a.m. May
24 at the College of
Central Florida softball
complex.  The team is
seeking players for all
positions. Players must
qualify to play on a 14U
team. There will be
current college players
assisting in the tryouts.
The roster will not be
larger than 12 players. 

Legacy Unleashed
will be coached by
Dallas Towns, a Dun-
nellon High gradu-
ate, who is serving as
an assistant coach at
the College of Cen-
tral Florida under
head coach Kevin
Fagan. 

For information,
contact Towns at 
352-209-5794 or email
legacyunleashed@
outlook.com.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Both Caylee Underwood
and Alora Thompson have
left their marks on softball di-
amonds from Dunnellon Lit-
tle League to Dunnellon High
School.

Neither of the former Lady
Tiger standouts is far from
done when it comes to leaving
her mark on the field. 

For Underwood and
Thompson, success on the di-
amond isn’t new. They were a
part of several standout Little
League teams during their
early careers, including a
state title. In high school,
they were a part of the Lady
Tigers’ back-to-back state
championship squads, includ-
ing the 2010 team, which won
the national crown.

Now the pair has helped
guide the College of Central
Florida women’s softball
team to one of its most im-
pressive seasons in the past
14 years. The Lady Patriots
are an impressive 39-12 over-
all this season, having fin-
ished second in the
Mid-Florida Athletic Confer-
ence with 18-6, one game be-
hind Santa Fe. 

Overall, it’s the second best
season in school history, be-
hind the 2000 team which fin-
ished 44-14. However, that
season, they finished fourth
in the conference when CF
typically had to compete
against Lake City Community
College, a perennial national
powerhouse, as well as the
likes of Santa Fe, Florida
State College Jacksonville
and Seminole. But in the past
14 years, the Mid-Florida Ath-
letic Conference has ex-
panded to seven teams and

Lake City Community College
dropped its athletic program.

In the team-first mentality
pushed by first-year coach
Kevin Fagan, the duo is quick
to point out the teams suc-
cesses as opposed to individ-
ual accolades.

“Our team has done well
this season because we work
harder than the rest,” Thomp-
son said. “We take every op-
portunity to get better. Like
coach Fagan always says, ‘It’s
a great day to get bigger,
stronger, faster!’ along with,
‘There will always be some-
one out there working harder
than you, so work your hard-
est always!’

“We haven't let up in prac-
tice and we don't plan to and
that’s why I think we are
doing so great this year.”

Both Underwood and
Thompson as well as their
teammates have their sights
set on qualifying for the
NJCAA Women’s College
World Series, but to get there,
the Lady Patriots must place
in the top two at this week-
end’s Florida College System
Activities Association State
Championship. From there,
CF must make its way
through a regional and super-
regional round.

“This year’s team has so

Citrus rally stymies Dunnellon, 8-3, ends Tigers’ season

MATT PFIFFNER/For the Riverland News
Dunnellon catcher Bo Dewitz grounds out during the first
inning against Citrus in the District 5A-6 Tournament semi-
finals April 23 in Dunnellon. The Tigers saw their season
come to an end with an 8-3 loss.

DHS finishes year with 5-18 mark 
STEVE MCGUNNIGLE
For the Riverland News

See TIGERS page 11

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Lady Patriot outfielder Alora Thompson receives a congratulatory fist bump Saturday from
coach Kevin Fagan after the former Dunnellon High standout reached third base during the
first game of a doubleheader against St. Petersburg Community College. Thompson went 1-
for-1 with an RBI in the opening game, a victory for CF.

Underwood, Thompson excelling in respective roles

Improvements
come as team

buys into
Fagan’s system

Kevin Fagan has
been a winner at every
level he’s been in-
volved with, whether
it's been as a player or
coach.

His resume attests to
that.

Fagan helped guide
the Miami Hurricanes
to a national champi-
onship in football in
the 1980s before estab-
lishing himself as one
of the premiere defen-
sive ends in the NFL
while playing for the
San Francisco 49ers in
the latter part of the
decade. He was a mem-
ber of two Super Bowl
Championship teams
(1988 and 1989). In-
juries cut short his
NFL career.

With the birth of his
six children his ath-
letic career took on a
new shape as well as a
new path, that of a
coach. Fagan has
coached all of his six
children in a multitude
of sports, but the most
notable accolades of
his young coaching ca-
reer have been with his
three oldest children,
notably his daughters
— Kasey, Sami and
Haley. 

Together, they
helped guide the Dun-
nellon High softball
program to state, and
national, notoriety by
winning back-to-back
Class 4A State Champi-
onships in 2009 and
2010 as well as the
ESPN National Crown
in the final year of the
Lady Tigers impressive
run.

At the end of the 2011
campaign, Fagan relin-
quished the reins of
the then-vaunted pro-
gram to focus on com-
pleting his bachelor’s
degree. During that
time, he served as an
assistant coach with
the Tigers’ football pro-
gram as well as a spe-
cial assistant coach
with the College of
Central Florida’s
women’s softball team.

Little did he know
his brief retirement
from head coaching
would be short lived
when college officials
selected him to guide
the Lady Patriots pro-
gram after the depar-
ture of then-head
coach Kerri Ryskamp
at the end of the 2013
season in which the
team went 36-23. As for
the quick turn around,
Fagan credits the play-
ers for the improve-
ment from a year ago.

“I think we worked

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Caylee Underwood watches a fly ball sail into the outfield
against the Titans on Saturday afternoon at the CF softball
complex.

See PATRIOTIC page 11 See FAGAN page 11



JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News
Jessica Morgan films at the opening ceremony of the Florida Scholastic Press Association
State Convention on April 24 in Orlando.

DHS journalism students cap year at state convention

ORLANDO — “Don’t ever think
of yourself as a print reporter or a
TV reporter. You’re a journalist.
You’re a reporter, period,” said
CNN correspondent Sara Ganim,
the keynote speaker for the April
25 banquet at the Florida
Scholastic Press Association
State Convention. “You like ques-
tioning authority, you don’t mind
upsetting people, you like the
contrary. And yes, you’re a little
weird.” 

At 26, Ganim is one of CNN’s
youngest correspondents. The 17
students from Dunnellon High
School’s journalism and televi-
sion programs who attended the
convention found her very 
relatable. 

“She showed that a successful
journalist doesn’t have to grow
up in a big city or work for a top
company,” said junior Colby
Cranney, referring to when
Ganim broke the Jerry Sandusky
story while working for a smaller
newspaper, the Patriot-News in
Harrisburg, Pa.

The convention, which ran
from April 24 to April 26, featured
a day of competition and an open-
ing session with keynote Randy
Serrano, a political reporter for
NBC Universal Telemundo. This
was followed by a day of work-
shop sessions, the banquet and
the dance. Saturday morning
awards were presented to the stu-
dents who delivered top perform-
ances in the on-the-spot contests.

Dunnellon High students once
more proved that its small-town
school can compete against the
biggest programs in the state by
earning three awards. Placing
second in news photography was
freshman Samantha Barlow;
placing third were junior Jesse
Roberts in Collaborative Com-
mercial; and senior Rebecca
Frechette in Mixed Company. 
The two latter contests grouped
students from different schools 
to complete a challenge on 
deadline.

“(You) get a chance to learn
valuable lessons you can apply to
life in the future: how to work
with other people and use your
talents to your advantage to bene-
fit the people you’re working
with,” Frechette said, adding,
“How to go outside of your ele-
ment to try things that will better
you in the long run.”

The Collaborative Commercial
showed Roberts how to work

among complete strangers to cre-
ate a great video on a random
item. In Roberts and his team’s
case, they had to create a com-
mercial for a bubble wand toy.

“My favorite moment was see-
ing my name called among the
hundreds for an award,” Roberts
said.

Students from Dunnellon have
been participating in Florida
Scholastic Press Associa-
tion events since 2009.
Members can attend a fall
district workshop and the
state convention as well
as enter digital contests in
the fall and spring. This
spring, several journalism
students earned All
Florida awards in the dig-
ital contests, in yearbook
page design and content
and photography.

“The contests were all
filled with extremely tal-
ented students that I am
honored to have com-
peted against and I am
proud of all of our mem-
bers who competed be-
cause I know we gave it
our all,” said senior Laura
Riley, yearbook editor.
Riley’s yearbook opening
and divider entry earned
an All-Florida award with
judge’s comments such as
“excellent consistency be-
tween spreads,” and
“great photography, sup-
ported with some of the
best caption writing in
this competition.”

Three of the students who at-
tended the convention this year
were attending for the second
time: junior Cote Deonath and
sophomores Alexandria Bowers
and Emily Romero. Those who
were attending for the first time
could not wait to come back next
year and experience it again.

“With it being my second year
attending FSPA state convention
I already had an idea of what I
wanted to do and whose classes I
wanted to attend this year,”
Romero said. “I absolutely loved
all of Steve Johnson’s classes and
I can’t wait for next year’s con-
vention to be able to learn even
more from him.” Johnson is a
professor at the University of
Florida journalism school.

The state convention has a dif-
ferent theme every year which is
chosen by a group of students
across the state. These students
include a pair of seniors who as-
sume the roles of chairperson

and co- chairperson and a junior
representative from each district.
The District 2 representative,
Tiffany Murry, is a Dunnellon
High student. 

“It was a blast to connect with
other students from all over
Florida who share the same love
for TV production,” said Murry,
who added that she was unable to
compete in any events due to her

duties as district rep.
The student represen-

tatives attended a winter
board meeting in Decem-
ber where they chose the
theme “Perspectives.”
With the popularity of the
“selfie,” this theme
proved even more con-
temporary than the stu-
dents had imagined and
unified the experience
even though the concept
lends itself to different
points of view. 

“I learned that there’s
so many different ways to
view the world, and I
learned how to look at life
in multiple different
ways,” Barlow said.

Added Cranney: “I
learned to think of writ-
ing in a whole new per-
spective. I also learned
the art of bringing peo-
ple’s emotions from an in-
terview and carrying that
emotion onto the story I
tell.”

Sophomore Jessica
Morgan said it was by far
some of the best two days

of her life.
“I met such great people, grew

a stronger bond with my ‘yerds’
and learned so much from 
everyone there,” said Morgan,
who is both a TV and journalism 
student. 

The event was a great opportu-
nity for students to compete in
contests and experience a dy-
namic conference, said J.R.
Smith, the DHS digital media
production teacher. 

“Despite being one of the small-
est schools in attendance, the stu-
dents were recognized for top
awards in many categories,” said
Smith, who was also the District 2
Journalism Teacher of the Year.
“It was wonderful to hear them
discuss how they were going to
prepare for the 2015 conference. 

“As their teacher, I was so
proud of their work ethic and
their behavior. They were great
representatives of Dunnellon
High School.” 

much talent and when
we’re on we are on fire,”
Underwood said. “I think
that this season has been
so impressive because we
have a group of girls who
really want to win and a
coaching staff that really
wants to win and with
those two components we
play together and we win
together. 

“I would love to win
state. That is my biggest
goal as a player. But as a
team, I hope we can come
together and fight for that
accomplishment and if we
fall short then I know we
did all we could. But I can
promise you that at the
end of the day the better
team will win and I think
that team can be us.”

Dismissing their indi-
vidual accolades would be

difficult to do.
Underwood, in her third

season with the Lady Pa-
triots after tearing her an-
terior cruciate ligament in
her first collegiate double-
header, has earned the
starting left field job this
season, ahead of Thomp-
son, her friend and team-
mate for a number of
years. The injury was dev-
astating at the time, Un-
derwood said, but gave
her a newfound apprecia-
tion for playing softball.

“For a long time, I was
the one convincing myself
that tearing my ACL was
the biggest setback of my
life,” said Underwood,
who is batting a robust
.345 this season with two
homers and 18 RBIs. “But
now I am thankful that I
was able to watch a sea-
son on the bench to see
how good the teams were
and what I was up against
the next season.”

Even in limited playing
time, Thompson has pro-
vided steady defense and
an equally impressive bat.
Thompson, or “Lou” as
she’s called by teammates
and
coaches, is
hitting
.333 with
two
homers as
well and
nine RBIs.
Former
teammate
Sami
Fagan
tagged Thompson with the
nickname “Lora Lou” as a
joke in 2009, but it has
stuck with her ever since.

“They shortened it, of
course, but my coaches
caught on and every time
I get on a new team I ask
them to call me ‘Lou,’”
she explained, “because
I’ve grown to be very
fond of my nickname

over the years.”
Underwood admitted

it’s a blast being able to
continue playing with
Thompson. 

“I love playing with
her,” Un-
derwood
explained,
adding,
“She’s
such a
great per-
son and
athlete. I
am so
lucky to
have spent

most of softball career
with such an awesome
person. 

“I think there are things
we teach each other and
make each other better,
which is why I think we
work so well together.”

Thompson agreed.
“There isn’t a battle be-

tween us for spots, it’s be-
tween us all,” Thompson

added. “We all fight for a
spot. It’s not like Little
League or high school
where the coach is desig-
nating a select few. It’s the
decision to put in who he
thinks will produce the
most.”

For first-year coach
Kevin Fagan, having two
of his former charges
under his guidance again
has been great, he said.

“I’m kind of hard on
them,” Fagan admitted. “I
think they expect that
from me. They’ve had
good careers at CF.”

Both battled for the
same position with Under-
wood winning the starting
role, but Thompson play-
ing a key role as a reserve
outfielder. 

“They’re quality players
in our program,” Fagan
said, noting Underwood
earned honorable men-
tion all-conference honors
this past season. “They are

quality kids, the kind of
kids you want in a pro-
gram. They are very re-
spectful, they do what you
ask. I wish we had more
like them.”

Fagan said their careers
have progressed well
since their prep days at
Dunnellon High.

“They’re both good hit-
ters, both run well,” he ex-
plained. “They are
athletic, and that’s part of
what they bring to the
table.”

Fagan admitted they
also help provide a
drama-free environment.

“It’s just nice, because
at junior college level, all
the kids aren’t like that,”
Fagan said, adding neither
have missed a practice, a
study hall and maintain
excellent grade point aver-
ages. “It’s really nice, they
are two of the finer exam-
ples of what collegiate stu-
dent athlete should be.”
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JULIE MANCINI
For the Riverland News

another Dunn-
ellon miscue, this a
passed ball and an-
other throwing error to
first after Robert
Wilkinson struck out
swinging.

Wilkinson came
home on an RBI line
drive single to left off
the bat of Atkinson,
making it 5-3 Citrus.

Ben Croftchick
smashed a two-run
double down the right
field line to finish off
the frame with a sud-
den 7-3 advantage.

“I like jumping out to
2-0 leads, but I really
liked when they
jumped on us 3-2, we
came right back,” Cit-
rus head coach Brady
Bogart said. “Both
teams took advantage
of errors, but I think we
were able to pitch out
of those jams more

than they were.”
Hurricanes reliever

Chad Dawson pitched
the last two innings,
giving up two hits and a
walk while keeping
Dunnellon (5-18, 1-5) off
the board to close it
out, but not without any
dramatics, as the
Tigers twice had the
potential tying run in
the on-deck circle in
the seventh.

Wright and Cody Bog-
art each went 2-for-4,
while Atkinson was 
2-for-3 with two RBIs
and a run for Citrus.

Dunnellon starter
Ryan Mills gave up six
earned runs over five
innings, with eight hits,
six strikeouts and three
walks. 

Citrus will face
Lecanto Friday night
back in Dunnellon at 7
p.m. for the District 5A-
6 championship. Both
teams automatically
qualify for next week’s
playoffs.

TIGERS
continued from page 10

harder this year, we’re
in better shape, we
practice longer, we
practice harder,”
Fagan said. “My philos-
ophy is we try to out-
work people. That
tends to build your
confidence, because
you put in more time.
They bought into the
act, and success is
going to be a part of
that.”

As for his coaching
style, that’s something
Fagan admits he can-
not change.

“I am the way I am,”
he said. “We’re going to
work hard, be good
people. I coach the
same now as I did be-
fore.”

The Lady Patriots’
success, Caylee Under-
wood and Alora
Thompson said, can be
attributed to the lead-
ership of first-year
coach Kevin Fagan and
the team buying into
his system.

“He plays a key role,
with many others, in
developing me to be
the player I am today,”
she said. “His mental-
ity, for college com-
pared to high school
and other leagues is
very similar to the way
he always has coached. 

“He coaches hard
and expects the best
effort out of everyone.
That is why we won
states because accord-
ing to coach Fagan’s
words, “we were at our
best, when our best
was needed.’ The only
difference is the ease
of getting all players in
because he is coaching

the biggest team he has
ever coached. That’s
what’s the biggest dif-
ference between the
two levels in playing
time and making the
best of the opportuni-
ties you get. But you
can never fear to fail
because it’ll kill you.”

Underwood, who
also played for Fagan
in Little League and
high school, said Fagan
being named to the
head coaching position
has probably made the
biggest impact on not
just her, but the 
program.

“This program has
made a 180 (degree
turn) since he came
here and it is great to
have such a great
coach throughout Lit-
tle League, high school
and now in college,”
Underwood said. “I be-
lieve that his athletes
are not the only people
make a step in their
career each year, but
he has shown us that
he has as well. Each
day he wants to get bet-
ter and if we haven’t
got better that day, the
day hasn’t ended.”

Fagan admitted hav-
ing two of his players
currently on the team
probably made a dif-
ference for the others
on the squad.

“I think going in,
they picked their brain
about what to expect,”
Fagan said. “It kind of
gave the team a heads
up about being ac-
countable for making
mistakes. It made the
tranisition a little eas-
ier. I think it was an
advantage for having
two players who
played for me before.”

FAGAN
continued from page 10

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Kevin Fagan, in his first year at the helm of the
College of Central Florida softball program,
guided the squad to its second-best record in
the team’s history.
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The 41st annual Little
Miss & Mister Dunnellon
pageant rocked the main
stage Saturday during
Boomtown Days in the His-
toric Downtown District.

Clockwise from above
left: 

Joseph Rivera chats with
Dennis Miller, the longtime
emcee of the event.

Emily Delvisco, right, and
Dalton Stivers pump their
fists during the contestants
dance routine. Stivers  was
the first runner-up in the
Little Mister Dunnellon
pageant.

Aden Permar raises her
hand in the air during the
dance number. Permar was
the first-runner up to
Delvisco in the Little Miss
Dunnellon competion.

Rionna Carino smiles at
the crowd as she makes her
way on stage.

Little Miss & Mister Dun-
nellon, Emily Delvisco and
Parker Raulerson, pose to-
gether after being crowned
the winners.
Photos by JEFF BRYAN/
Riverland News
Photo of Little Miss & Mister Dunnellon 
by JERMIAH SCHWIER/For the Riverland News
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a van that has seat belts
for 7. As a parent, I
would have been angry
if my child was
squeezed into that van
and had no seat belt. 

For the Rainbow
River, it is unsafe for its
health to have so many
tubers and people that
plants are dislodged and
vegetation is killed. It is
not healthy to scare
away birds and wildlife
with hordes of people.
When I lived near the
Wekiwa River, the park
would close when park-
ing places were full. The
same closing occurred
at its tributary, the Rock
Springs Run and Dr.
Howard Kelly Park. No
one felt it sent the
wrong message. Every-
one in Apopka and the
Orlando area knew –
knows — there are more
people than the river
can withstand. When too
many people crowd the
river, it is not the relax-
ing wonderful experi-
ence that people seek. 

In Dunnellon, busi-
ness and making money
are not the only goal
that should be consid-
ered especially when
dealing with a fragile
ecosystem like the Rain-
bow River. If that beau-
tiful river system is
severely damaged and
made unattractive by
too many users, who will
want to spend time
there? Ecotourism is 
important for Dunnellon
business, but making
money has to be tem-
pered with care and
concern for the 
environment. 

As informed citizens
we must all become
more in touch with the
needs of the whole com-
munity and environ-
ment in which we live.
We live in the third most
populated state in the
nation. 

Yes, the river’s water
needs to be restored.
That water is just a sam-
ple of our drinking
water bubbling up from

the aquifer. Yes, we
need patrols to enforce
the rules of the river
against those who break
them. And finally, yes,
we need to care about
the river and how many
people use it at one
time.  It is time that all
citizens increase their
vision enough to see the
whole picture, not just
the dollar signs.

Jonathan L. Brainard,
Dunnellon

Editor’s Note: Ac-
cording to a spokesman
at Wekiwa Springs
State Park, the capacity
limit in place is for its
parking and swimming
area only. There are
several canoe/kayak
rental businesses in the
area, which allow 
additional public 
access to the river.
Officials have forgotten

they serve the public
It seems the object of

City Council/city man-
ager’s attention the last
several weeks has been
police barricades at spe-
cial events and attacking
a suggestion that the city
is planning to further ex-
pand its utility system to
unincorporated areas. 

Is this really what our
elected officials and
very-well compensated
city manager should be
doing? These pseudo-is-
sues do very little to sup-
port our struggling
business community or
“mending fences” with
Rainbow Springs 
residents. 

In fact, both go a long
way toward prolonging
the bad feelings between
these two groups and
city government. It
would seem both are still
being treated as royal
subjects by a contingent
of “public servants” who
have proven their inepti-
tude time and time
again. 

Why should anyone re-
ally believe the City
Council/city manager
when they previously
have been much less
than truthful regarding
Greenlight, red-light
cameras and the pur-
chases of utility systems?

What credibility do they
think they have? 

We have a newly pro-
moted city manager and
two attorneys on staff
who sold Greenlight, but
never collected the
money and didn’t notify
their superiors (City
Council) for two weeks.
It is likely that in any
other city in America,
the city manager would
be fired as would the two
attorneys, who would
also have malpractice
claims/Florida Bar com-
plaints lodged against
them. 

In Dunnellon, how-
ever, it’s happiness and
bliss all around. 

Let’s not forget that
three of the five current
City Council rubber-
stamped Ms. (Lisa) Al-
giere’s proposals, but
now act as though they
had nothing to do with
creating this financial fi-
asco. They are also glad-
handing/back-slapping
each other over “their
resolution” to our finan-
cial crisis they created.
Unfortunately, city resi-
dents and residents of
Rainbow Springs will pay
one of the highest mill-
age and utility rates in
the state for many years
into the future to satisfy
the total current debt of
the city — $28 million
and climbing. 

Do I believe the city
will consider hooking up
every resident of Rain-
bow Springs to re-
claimed water? Heck
yeah, if they can find a
way to pay for it. Maybe
a loan from Region’s
bank that they can later
default on will be the
scenario. 

Are these “public ser-
vants” the best Dunnel-
lon has to offer? 

If the answer is “yes,”
then we are headed for
catastrophe. 

Dunnellon is a sterling
example that govern-
ment doesn’t always
know best and some-
times public servants
forget that they serve the
people whom they are
supposed to represent.

Matthew Fox,
Dunnellon

Officials need to focus
on trail, bicyclists

Never mind thinking
about the “bed” situation
in Dunnellon right now.
Until Dunnellon can
show it needs the extra
room, new hotels or “re-
sorts” should be put on
the back burner. “Re-
sorts” really?

Does Dunnellon know
what a resort is? We’re
talking about a place
with a swimming pool, at
least a tennis court, a
spa, a gym and a restau-
rant. Who around here is
going to cough up that
kind of money for a town
that is in the shape ours
is in? “The “if you build
it, they will come” idea
doesn’t apply here right
now. Dunnellon needs a
way to keep a family en-
tertained for at least a
week. A few days to see
Nana and Poppa isn’t
going to cut it.

Forget about hiring ex-
pensive outside consult-
ants, let the Chamber of
Commerce and the City
Council jump on a bus
and take a tour of Mar-
ion County’s tourist spots
starting with Silver
Springs, then move onto
Cedar Key and other

points of interest. For
crying out loud, have any
of those folks ever been
on vacation?

As always, along with
bringing in the quick
dollar through tourism,
we need residents. The
vacant lot situation in
town is getting desper-
ate. Why doesn’t the city
donate the vacant lots it
holds to organizations
such as Habitat for Hu-
manity, or the Wounded
Warrior Program? A pa-
rade for our veterans is
fine, a handshake for a
job well done is also
good, but a home to rest
their battle weary bones
and house the family
who suffered along with
them will be a gift that
they will never forget. 

Few people know that
the little houses along
Tuscawilla Park in Ocala
were once a part of a
gratitude program for
war veterans of not only
the civil war, but of the
two big wars that fol-
lowed. That park area is
enjoying a revival with
jogging trails, exercise
areas, a kiddy park and
public art.

It’s no exaggeration to
say that the cyclists of
the country are chomp-
ing at the bit for good
weather so that they
could use all the bike
trails that have been re-
vamped or opened, in-
cluding ours. My sister is
a cyclist and she has met
folks from all over the
country who have trav-
eled the U.S. on bicycles.
Here is the opportunity
for Dunnellon to get in
on the ground floor of
the bicycle lifestyle.

Cycling is more than
jumping on the old Huffy

and taking off. Besides
the bike, there are tons
of accessories that go
with it and tons of oppor-
tunities for other jobs re-
lating to bicycles. There
is going to be a need for
a welder to not only re-
pair a broken joint, but
to manufacture a custom
item. Then there’s all the
clothing and shoes, chil-
dren and dog accessories
and much more. Go on
the web and check out
the cycling lifestyle, it’s
big.

Although Dunnellon
doesn’t have many bike
lanes, it does have a
town full of unused side-
walks and light traffic on
many side streets so get-
ting around Dunnellon
on a bike isn’t that rough.
What’s rough is parking
for bicycles and that’s
where we need to begin.
Dunnellon needs a boat-
load of bike racks in
order to attract the cy-
clist and it also needs
signs to direct the cyclist
toward town. 

There is no need to
make a big deal about di-
recting the cyclist to the
historic district or any
other place in town;
that’s the whole deal be-
hind taking the road in
an open air vehicle,
cruising and discovering.
As word of mouth travels
along the popular trails
folks will come to either
praise or decry a place
so how’s that for cheap
advertising. 

Stop pointing fingers.
If the city and chamber
can’t work together – let
them work independ-
ently, but just get to
work.

A.C. Rosier,
Dunnellon
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 “Where Quality And Price Meet”
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 CAC035472 - LIC. & INS.

  465-5353
 www.dunnellonair.com

 AIR CONDITIONING

 Replacement
 Specialists
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 $39 99

 With coupon. 

  R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS R ETRACTABLE  G ARAGE  D OOR  S CREENS
 • Operates in conjunction with
   your garage door.
 • Gives privacy, heat reduction
   and air circulation

 • 80% protection from UV rays
 • Can be operated in a power failure
 • Will fit arched doorways

 TRANSFORM 
 

 
YOUR GARAGE
 TRANSFORM  TRANSFORM 

 
 

YOUR GARAGE YOUR GARAGE

 GARAGE DOORS

 352-286-0129
 GREG GOOLSBY

 High quality PVC 
 screen available in  6 

 attractive colors.
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 • Coat & Seal Pavers
 • Roof and Driveway Coatings
 • Ranch & Farm Fences
 • Wall & Ceiling Texture
 • Gutter Cleaning
 • Popcorn Ceiling Repairs

 PAUL GLENN’S
 Complete Painting 
 & Pressure Cleaning

 PAINTING

  489-5098 Quality Work for Less
 Free Estimates  43 Years Experience
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 11928 N. Williams St.
 Dunnellon, FL (Triangle Building)

 352-489-1002
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 COMPUTER SERVICE

 PCs -N- Parts
 Free Diagnostics

 Computer Sales
 and Service

 Virus Removal/
 PC Tune-up Special

 CALL TODAY!
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 Call For 
 Battery Prices

 SALES  •  SERVICE  •  PARTS

 2484 W. Dunnellon Road (Hwy. 488) • Dunnellon, FL
  (6/10 of a mile west of US 41)

 352-462-7030
 Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm

 GOLF CART SERVICE
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 DUNNELLON  •  MARION  •  CITRUS

 489-3917
 Licensed & Insured #CAC1813249

 Specializing In System Change-outs

 We Service All Brands

 Maintenance Agreements

 Comfort Club Discounts

 24 Hour Emergency Service

 �
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 �

 �

 �
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 BBB RATING

 A+

 AC AND HEATING

 PAINTING

 352-465-6631

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”  00
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 5185 A W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon
 (352)  489-8040

  TERMITES? TERMITES? TERMITES?
 • Get a fast, honest answer
 • Scheduling done within 24 hours
 • Reasonable prices without high pressure sales
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 about our 
 affordable 
 lawn spray

 STAR              TERMITE
 & PEST CONTROL
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 WELDING

 352-843-0844

 Steel • Aluminum,
 Cast Iron • Stainless

 Small  &   BIG JOBS

 Welding
 Fabrication

 GREG’S ALUMINUM
 “Pleasing people in Marion County

 since 1982”
 • Pool Enclosure Rescreens

 • Vinyl & Acrylic Windows
 • Garage Door Screens

 • Vinyl Ceilings & Much More

 465-0371
 746-6663

 Lic. & Ins.   Comp #2038 - MC3656

 ALUMINUM 
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   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

   $ 30
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 KEN - HANDY
HANDYMAN  LLC

 • Cabinets
 • Counter Tops
 • Drywall 
 • Painting
 • Tile

 (352) 465-2631
 License #L04000014330

 HANDYMAN
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 711178

 DIAL-A-PRO RIVERLAND  For Your
 Professional

 Needs...
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State park in need 
of volunteers

The Florida Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion’s Rainbow Springs
State Park is in need of
volunteers in the conces-
sion stand on the veranda. 

If you think you would
like meeting, greeting and
serving visitors in Rain-
bow Springs State Park,
then we need your help.
You will be working in a
congenial atmosphere
with a fantastic view of the
headsprings and gardens
at the park. 

You do not need any par-
ticular qualifications to
work as a concession stand
volunteer, but you must be
friendly, outgoing and will-
ing to learn. Some cash
register experience would
be helpful, but is not
mandatory. If you have any
question about the duties

of a concession volunteer,
email lynna.
johns@comcast.net. 

To volunteer at our
Rainbow Springs State
Park concession stand or
to inquire about other
available volunteer posi-
tions, contact Monay
Markey, volunteer coordi-
nator, at monay.markey@
dep.state.fl.us or call 
465-8520. 

For additional informa-
tion about the park, call
352-465-8555 or visit 
FloridaStateParks.org.

Retired nurses slated 
to meet May 12

The Citrus Marion Chap-
ter of Registered Nurses
Retired (RNR) will meet at
11 a.m. May 12 at West
Marion Medical Building
in Ocala. Dr. Jose Gaudier,
neurologist, will be the
guest speaker and talk

about Multiple Sclerosis
updates. The charity will
be PACE. Beauty products
for young women are
needed. All Retired or
semi-retired RN’s who
wish to attend, RVSP by
May 4 by calling Mary Jane
at 352-726-6882 or Gladys
at 352-854-2677.

High Twelve Club
schedules meeting

The Greater Ocala High
Twelve Club No. 665 will
host its monthly meeting at
11 a.m. Friday, May 16, at
the Elks Club at 702 NE
25th Ave., Ocala.

Pat Gabriel will be the
guest speaker. There will
be a buffet meal available
for $12 per person. 

All Master Masons and
their guests, are invited to
attend.

To RSVP or for informa-
tion, call Bob Brady at 352-
854-9612.

American Legion 
activities slated

American Legion Wall-
Rives Post No. 58 will meet
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 7,
with dinner proceeding at
6. The Women’s Auxiliary
will meet at 4:45 p.m.
Wednesday, May 7. 

Bingo is at 6 p.m. Thurs-
days. Doors open at 4.
Smoking is not allowed.
Refreshments are 
available. 

The outdoor flea market
and pancake breakfast will
be at 7:30 a.m. Saturday,
May 17. Cost is $5 per 
person.

Flags will be placed at
the Dunnellon Cemeteries
on Saturday, May 24. Those
who wish to participate
should meet at 9 a.m. at the
Post. Memorial Day Serv-
ices will be at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, May 26, at the Post,
followed by a picnic lunch.
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

CANCELLATIONS

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Advertisements may be cancelled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for the
dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

All ads require prepayment. We accept

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Riverland News. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.
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SAVINGS with a
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Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $8.20 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted
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11. 12. 13. 14. 15.
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office at 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403
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428-0501  RIV
Hungerman, John J.  2014CP602  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014CP602
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHN J. HUNGERMAN a/k/a JOHN JAMES HUNGERMAN,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of JOHN J. HUNGERMAN a/k/a JOHN JAMES 
HUNGERMAN, deceased, whose date of death was February 22, 2014, File 
Number 2014CP602 is pending in the Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478. 
The names and addresses of the Personal Representative and the Personal 
Representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 24, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ MARGARET MARY HUNGERMAN
245 Ridings Circle, Macungie, Pennsylvania 18062

Attorney for Personal Representative:
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A.
/s/ ROBERT J. REYNOLDS Florida Bar No. 0021415
Primary Email: brettandreynoldspa@gmail.com
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A. 8810 S.W. Highway 200, Suite 122, Ocala, Florida 34481
April 24 & May 1, 2014.

429-0501  RIV
Dlhosh, Stella A.  2014CP609  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014CP609
IN RE: ESTATE OF STELLA A. DLHOSH,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of STELLA A. DLHOSH, deceased, whose 
date of death was Mary 7, 2014, File Number 2014CP609 is pending in the Cir-
cuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 
P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478.  The names and addresses of the Personal 
Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is April 24, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ DIANE MORELLI
400 N.E. 140th Street, Citra, Florida 32113

Attorney for Personal Representative:
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A.
/s/ ROBERT J. REYNOLDS Florida Bar No. 0021415
Primary Email: brettandreynoldspa@gmail.com
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A. 8810 S.W. Highway 200, Suite 122, Ocala, Florida 34481
April 24 & May 1, 2014.

430-0501  RIV
May 16 & 22 sales

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Sale:

D & D TOWING OF 
OCALA gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) at 4125 NE 
Jacksonville Rd., Ocala, 
FL 34479-2427, pursuant 
to subsection 713.78 of 
the Florida Statues.
D & D TOWING OF 
OCALA reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and/or all bids.
Sale Date: 16 May 2014
@ 9 AM 2001 FORD VIN# 
1FAFP53U11G195171
Sale Date: 22 May 2014
@ 9 AM 1994 DODG VIN# 
2B5WB35Z0RK127431
May 1, 2014.

431-0501   RIV
5/16 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:

Tow Pro’s Of Ocala 
gives Notice of Foreclo-
sure of Lien and intent 
to sell these vehicle(s) 
on 05/16/2014, 8:00 am
at 1914 N. Magnolia Ave 
Ocala, FL 34475, pursu-
ant to subsection 713.78 
of the Florida Statutes. 
Tow Pro’s of Ocala re-
serves the right to ac-
cept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
1 C 3 E L 5 6 R 6 2 N 2 8 6 9 4 7  
2002 CHRYSLER
May 1, 2014.

432-0501  RIV
5/13 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:

BIG JOE’S TOWING
SERVICE INC. gives No-
tice of Foreclosure of 
Lien and intent to sell 
these vehicles on
05/13/2014 09:00 am at 
1901 NW MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL 
34475-5007, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes. BIG 
JOE’S TOWING SERVICE 
INC reserves the right to 
accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
1 N 4 B L 1 1 D 2 2 C 2 2 0 4 9 5  
2002 NISSAN
May 1, 2014.

433-0501  RIV
5/23 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 05/23/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
1 B 7 F L 2 6 P 5 X S 2 5 0 2 1 9   
1999 DODGE
1 F M R U 1 7 L 2 W L B 9 8 0 0 4   
1998 FORD
1 G 6 K D 5 4 Y 6 3 U 1 6 6 3 3 8  
2003 CADILLAC
1 N 6 S D 1 6 S X R C 3 4 5 5 4 2  
1994 NISSAN
5 F N R L 1 8 6 4 3 B 1 5 7 3 3 8  
2003 HONDA
May 1, 2014.

434-0501  RIV
5/16 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 05/16/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.
Superior Towing/C&M 
Towing reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
S A J WA 2 G B 3 B LV 1 6 5 6 1  
2011 JAGUAR
May 1, 2014.

427-0501  RIV
5/10 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that on May 10th, 2014
at 1:00 P.M. the under-
signed Stop & Store LLC. 
DBA Outback Self Stor-
age will sell at public 
sale by competitive bid-
ding, the personal prop-
erty, stored with the un-
dersigned Stop&Store 
LLC. DBA Outback Self 
Storage, 19545 West 
Hwy 40, Dunnellon FL. 
34432.

Tenants and units:
Unit#202

Sonia Wallace         HHG
Unit#404

Matthew Matassini  HHG
We reserve the right to 
refuse any and all bids.
April 24 & May 1, 2014.

Today’s
New Ads

AUTO SWAP/
CORRAL

CAR SHOW
Sumter County

Fairgrounds
SUMTER

SWAP MEETS
SUN. MAY 4th.
1-800-438-8559

CLOSING BUSINESS 
- THE TWO SISTERS 
- 20721 W. Penn Ave. 

FINAL SALE 
CASH-N-CARRY

Household items, 
antiques, collecti-
bles, 5x8 enclosed 
trailer brass bed, 
costume jewelry, 

crystal, large display 
cabinet, and much 
more! 352-208-5512 
SALE DATE: MAY
1,2 & 3rd TIME; 

9am-5pm  DON”T 
MISS OUT ON ALL
THE GREAT BARG-
INS - most ITEMS 

ARE 75% OFF

Dunnellon
Multi- Family Sale
May 1st 8a to 2p

May 2nd 8a to 12p
collectibles, tools,

hshld items, childrens 
items, new clothing,

21675 SW
102nd St Rd

Ruby Bracelet
sentimental value

please call
(352) 438-9111

Found Necklace
Walmart Parking Lot

1 month ago
with obvious senti-

mental value
Call to describe
(352) 445-0716

NURSING
CAREERS

begin here - Get 
trained in months, not 
years. Small classes, 

no waiting list.
Financial aid for

qualified students.
Apply now at

Centura Institute
Orlando 

(888)220-3219

Averitt Express
New Pay increase for 
Reginal Drivers!  40 to 
46 CPM + Fuel Bonus! 
Also, Post - Training 

Pay increase for
Students!

(Depending on 
Domocile) Get Home 
EVERY Week  + Ex-

cellent Benefits
CDL-A Required 

888-362-8608
Apply at 

AverittCareers.com 
Equal Opportunity 

Employer -
Females, minorities, 
protected veterans 

and indivdiuals with 
disabilities are
encouraged to

apply.

DRIVERS
Driver Trainees 

Needed NOW! Become 
a driver for Werner En-
terprises. Earn $800 per 

week! Local CDL
Training 

(1-877)214-3624

Now Hiring:
OTR  CDLA

Drivers

New Pay Package
and $1500 Sign -On
Bonus! Mostly 5-10 

days out. Full benefits, 
achievable bonuses. 

Call  for details 
1-888-978-3791 or 

www.heyl.net

AIRLINE
CAREERS

begin here - Get FAA
approved Aviation 

Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Housing 
and Financial aid for 

qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. 

Call AIM 
877-741-9260

www.fixjets.com

OWN YOUR own 
Medical Alert

Company. Be the 
1st and Only Distrib-

utor in your area! 
Unlimited $ return. 
Small investment
required. Call toll 

free 1-844-225-1200.

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

RIVERL AND
NEWS

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

DUDLEY’S
AUCTION

TWO AUCTIONS

☛☛ Thur 5-1 May Day 
fun 3pm Walk About 

Auction filled 
w/shop & power 

tool, Designer Furni-
ture, Bikes, outdoor 
adventures & more
☛☛ Sun 5-4 Antique & 
Collectible Auction

1pm 500+lots w Cus-
tom Imported Orien-
tal  DR & BR, Primitive 

to Victorian, Mid 
Century,  Restored 
Gas pump, Coins, 

Jewelry, Art,  Signed 
Memorabilia, +++

**********************
call for info 637-9588

dudleysauction
.com

4000 S Florida Ave 
(US41S) Inverness
Ab1667 10% bp 

cash/ck.

BRAND NEW
Queen Size Pillow Top 

Mattress Set $150.
Still in Original Plastic.

(352) 484-4772

Dunnellon
Multi- Family Sale
May 1st 8a to 2p

May 2nd 8a to 12p
collectibles, tools,

hshld items, childrens 
items, new clothing,

21675 SW
102nd St Rd

Dunnellon
Thursday thru Sunday

5/8 - 5/11
Estate Sale

Rainbow Lakes
4963 SW Hyacinth Ct

LET US
WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL
TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Riverland 
News

Classifieds 
Get Results!

CLOSING BUSINESS 
- THE TWO SISTERS 
- 20721 W. Penn Ave. 

FINAL SALE 
CASH-N-CARRY

Household items, 
antiques, collecti-
bles, 5x8 enclosed 
trailer brass bed, 
costume jewelry, 

crystal, large display 
cabinet, and much 
more! 352-208-5512 
SALE DATE: MAY
1,2 & 3rd TIME; 

9am-5pm  DON”T 
MISS OUT ON ALL
THE GREAT BARG-
INS - most ITEMS 

ARE 75% OFF

NEAR BOONE, NC 
2+/-ac. tract 350ft of 

rushing streams 
3000ft elevation pri-
vate and secluded 
underground utilities 

and paved roads 
from only $9900. Call 
1-877-717-5273ext91

Retire to Kentucky’s 
BlueGrass Country! 
Enjoy maintenance 
free living! BRAND 

NEW LUXURY HOMES 
Beautiful 3 BR, 3 BA, 

1,800 sf, from the 
low $200’s. Lowest 

price per sq ft in the 
area! Mild climate, 
low taxes, minutes 

to shopping, dining, 
medical & 

Keeneland Horse 
Racing. Perfect for 

retirement/2nd 
home. Call now for 

details: 
877-333-2412, x 121 

SugarTree
Homes.com

Simply advertise in the Classifieds 
and get results quickly!

How To Make
Your Car Disappear...

CALL

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

www.riverlandnews.com

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

LOANS FOR
LANDLORDS!

We Finance From 
5-500 Units

As Low As 5.5 %.
1-4 Family, 
Townhome,
Condos  OK.
Contact B2R: 

1-855-940-0227
www.B2R

Finance.com

Use Your TAX Money 
For a Down Payment
Recently Foreclosed 

Special Financing  
Available, Any 

Credit, Any Income
3BD., 2 BTH., 1,207 sf. 

Located at
9203 N. Justa Dr. Cit-
rus Springs $110,000.
Visit: www.roseland

co.com\C49
Drive by then Call
(866) 351-1234

DUNNELLON
SW 109th Place

Spacious 4 BR, 2 BA 
home; 1400 SF, large 
.52 acre lot; lease or 

cash. $1000 down
$473 per month,

855-664-8357

$100,000 + Closing 
Cost wll get you this 

2,100 sq. ft.,
3BR 3½  BA Fully furn. 
Condo in Citrus Hills
Call 352-419-5268

SEWING & REPAIR
Awnings RV & Home
Boat Canvas & Seats
Golf Cart•Seats•Tops
Patio Furn., 563-0066

HONDA
2011, CRV, Equipped 

with Blue Ox
Towing Package

details (352) 746-0524
WE BUY RV’S,

TRUCKS, TRAILERS,
5TH WHEELS,

& MOTOR HOMES
Call US 352-201-6945

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE BUY ALL AUTOS
with or without titles
☛☛ ANY CONDITION

Cindy (813) 505-6939
WE  BUY ANY VEHICLE

In Any Condition,
Title, No Title, Bank 
Lien, No Problem, 

Don’t Trade it in. We 
Will Pay up to $25K

Any Make, Any Model 
813-335-3794 

813-458-0584 Call AJ

AUTO SWAP/
CORRAL

CAR SHOW
Sumter County

Fairgrounds
SUMTER

SWAP MEETS
SUN. MAY 4th.
1-800-438-8559

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

RIVERL AND
NEWS

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

CHRYSLER
2012 Town & Country 

Wheelchair van with 10’’
lowered floor, ramp and 
tie downs Call Tom for 

more info 352-325-1306

TOTAL LAWN CARE 
OF OCALA

Need a cut or a trim? 
Call us Today!
BEST PRICES 

AROUND
Starting at $35.00

352-792-5634

RAINBOW SPRINGS
RESIDENTS

Weekly Pool Service
Chemicals Included

$70/month
Licensed/Insured

Clean out your closets, go 
through your garage, attack 
your attic and then use the 
classifieds to get rid of stuff 

you no longer use.
And the FREE listing means 

you have more money left over 
after the sale!

You can list any single 
item priced under $100 

for sale for FREE!

PUT THE POWER
AND CONVENIENCE

OF THE CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Just call and see how easy it is to
make money with the classifieds.

ANY ITEM PRICED
UNDER $100

MAXIMUM 10 WORDS
RUNS FOR 2 WEEKS

FREE

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Puzzle answers on Page 3



Annual Rainbow River
cleanup slated

The annual Rainbow
River cleanup will be
at 9 a.m. Saturday, May
17, starting at the Rio
Vista Beach Park,
north of Dunnellon. 

Volunteers are
needed to help and
will work different sec-
tions of the river in
boats, kayaks and ca-
noes. All the debris
that is collected will be
brought back to the Rio
Vista Park at noon for
record keeping and
disposal. All partici-
pants are invited to
enjoy a free lunch.

Prizes will be
awarded for the largest
amount of trash col-
lected by an individual,
the largest individual
item of trash recovered
from the river and the
most unusual item re-
covered. 

For information or to
volunteers, call Jerry
Rogers at 489-4648. It is
important that we
know how many people
will participate in
order to provide suffi-
cient food and bever-
age for all. Rainbow
River Conservation
Inc. has sponsored
river cleanups since
1980.

For directions to Rio
Vista Park, visit
www.RainbowRiver
Conservation.com.
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 Alistair W. Co, MD
 Family Practice

 Alex T. Villacastin, MD
 Internal Medicine

 Catherine P. Sembrano-Navarro, MD
 Family Practice

 Maria N. Villacastin, ARNP
 Family Nurse Practitioner

 Shiela M. Villacastin, ARNP
 Adult Nurse Practitioner

 Alexander T. Villacastin, ARNP
 Adult Nurse Practitioner

 Lawrence John Stawkowski, PA
 Physician Assistant
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 THREE LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT CITRUS COUNTY
 10489 N Florida Ave., Citrus Springs/Dunnellon, FL 34434  (352)  489-2486
 3733 E Gulf to Lake Hwy. (SR 44), Inverness, FL 34453  (352)  341-5520
 7991 S Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446  (352)  382-8282

 • Primary Care Services  • Women’s Health

 • Stress Testing  •  Hypertension Control

 • Minor Surgical Procedures  • Arthritis Care    

 • Adult Physicals  • Infection Care 

 •  Diabetes & Cholesterol Control

 •  Cardiovascular & Neurological Disease Treatment

 • Primary Care Services  • Women’s Health

 • Stress Testing  •  Hypertension Control

 • Minor Surgical Procedures  • Arthritis Care    

 • Adult Physicals  • Infection Care 

 •  Diabetes & Cholesterol Control

 •  Cardiovascular & Neurological Disease Treatment

        Affiliated with

            Citrus Memorial Health System

            Seven Rivers Regional Medical Center

            West Florida Medical Associates

   N
OW

 ACCEPTING

 NEW PATIENTS

        We continue 

        to see the patients of 

                Dr. Susana Donaire, 

 Dr. Shirley Ice & Dr. Carlos Gonzales

 00
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 $ 2 0 00

 The Original

 SUMMERTIME PLAYCAR D
  On Sale Now On Sale Now

 Purchase Your Card At One Of These Fine Courses
 Or Call For Further Details.

 Play Available *May 1 - October 31, 2014 • **May 1 - October 12, 2014
 ***Play available only after 11:00 a.m., credit cards only. May 1 - September 30, 2014

 Plus Tax

 Pay $20.0 0  For Your Playcard 
 & Receive 20 ROUNDS OF GOLF 

 As Low As ONLY $23.00

 *Plus tax.

 A limited quantity of cards include 10 bonus 
 rounds at no additional cost.

 Purchase your card now!

 Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club  352-746-4425  $23.00 *

     (Oaks or Meadows course)
 Inverness Golf and Country Club  352-637-2526  $23.00 *

 Juliette Falls Golf and Country Club  352-522-0309  $32.00 *

 Ocala National Golf Club  352-629-7980  $24.00 *

 Royal Oaks Golf Club  352-861-1818  $24.00 *

 Skyview at Terra Vista  352-746-3664  $32.00 **

 Southern Woods Country Club  352-382-5996  $30.00 ***

 Sugarmill Woods Country Club  352-382-3838 ext. 14  $30.00 ***

 000HIQC

 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

 6659 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy.,  Crystal River
   (Hwy. 486, just east of Hwy. 44)

 352-795-6635

 Citrus Equipment
 &   Repair Inc.

 www.outdoorpowerplace.com

 00
0I

3E
0

 ZERO IN ON THIS.
 0%   up to   48 months.

 Great financing options available.

 AN AMERICAN WORKHORSE SINCE 1916 AN AMERICAN WORKHORSE SINCE 1916 AN AMERICAN WORKHORSE SINCE 1916

 STARTING AT STARTING AT

Master Gardeners at Dunnellon Library

Photo by Linda Krausnik
Beginning May 6, the Marion County Master Gardeners will be available from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. the first Tuesday monthly in the lobby of the Dunnellon Pub-
lic Library to answer questions about your gardening problems. They will
also be able to take your soil samples. Master Gardeners from the Dunnellon
area from left, Leona Ryckaert, Pete Castleberry, Linda Porter, Marylou Klein,
Jim Nash, Tom Starefos and Brenda Noah. 

NEWS NOTE
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