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WHAT’S 
HAPPENING

Friends Valentine’s
sale ends Friday

The Friends of the
Dunnellon Public Li-
brary Valentine’s
Sweetheart Book Sale
concludes Friday. All
items will be half
price, including spe-
cialty books. Store
hours are 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday through
Saturday. All proceeds
from the bookstore,
membership fees and
other fundraisers ben-
efit the Dunnellon
Public Library. 

For information, call
438-2520.

State Park to host
bird walk Feb. 22

Rainbow Springs
State Park will host a
bird walk at 8 a.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 22. Bird
walks will be con-
ducted by Fred Hile-
man, a Rainbow
Springs volunteer and
president of the Citrus
County Audubon,
along with assistance
from other birding 
enthusiasts. 

All participants are
asked to meet at the
tubing entrance, which
is at 10830 SW 180th
Ave. Road, which is
about 1/2 mile north of
County Road 484 and 3
1/2 miles south of State
Road 40. Beginners
are welcome. Bring
binoculars or other
birding tools, comfort-
able shoes, sunscreen,
bug spray and water. A
few pairs of binoculars
may be available for
use. 

Admission is $2 per
person. For informa-
tion about the walk,
email president@
citruscountyaudubon
society.com.

Valentine’s Day 
dinner/dance slated
The Men’s Club of

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church will
host a Valentine’s Bar-
beque Dinner & Dance
from 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Saturday in the parish
hall at the church at
7525 U.S. 41. Tickets
are $7.50 per person.
Doors open at 5:30
with dinner served at
6:30 and dancing until
10. For information or
tickets, call the church
office at 489-3166; Joe
at 522-0169; or John at
585-7317 or 445-9964.

City, Florida Cable seek solution
Questions continued to be

asked Feb. 5 at a special City
Council meeting regarding
the closing of the sale of the
city’s telecommunications sys-

tem to Florida Cable, and
what options the city can take
to collect the $1.3 million pur-
chase price.

Linda Fernandez, a long-
time broker in the greater
Dunnellon area, questioned
the City Council as well as

other officials about how a
closing could transpire with-
out funds being provided.

“How could these people
take possession without fund-
ing?” asked Fernandez, a
member of the city’s Histori-
cal Preservation Board. “Did

you have a title company?
How did this happen?”

Mayor Nathan Whitt ex-
plained both Virginia Cas-
sady, the city attorney, and
Mike Markham, who is serv-
ing as special legal counsel,
worked on the closing for the
city. In addition, Whitt said, a
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Council to meet tonight, discuss potential resolutions

See SOLUTION page 3

Council
ponders
search

for filling
top post

While the City Coun-
cil has been pleased
with the efforts of Eddie

Esch in
the role
of in-
t e r i m
c i t y
m a n -
a g e r ,
several
council
m e m -
bers are

open to the idea of
opening the search for
external candidates.

At the Feb. 5 special
City Council meeting,
Vice Mayor Dennis
Evans applauded Esch
for his experience in
the private sector,
mainly on the construc-
tion side.

“I do have some con-
cerns with this expert-
ise and management
skills within the city
and laws we have to
abide by,” Evans told
his counterparts, sug-
gesting the Council ad-
vertise the position
statewide. “I really, re-
ally think we have time
to do this to go outside
and see if there’s any-
body out there. If not,
then Eddie is definitely
going to be the best
choice for this (role).”

C o u n c i l w o m a n
Fleeger Fleeger agreed
with Evans.

“I think Eddie has
some rough spots,” she
said. “He’s an intelli-
gent man. He’s going to
meetings and learning
about it constantly. I
think he’s open to sug-
gestions. He’s not
closed minded. He
barks and he can have a
temper, but I think he’s
learning. Government
is different than the
real world.”

Fleeger praised his
efforts of the past eight-
plus months. 

“I think he’s done a

One of the many Dun-
nellon historic build-
ings located in the
downtown area will
soon be receiving a
much needed face lift.
The original Masonic
Lodge No. 114 will once
again be a structure of
pride, as it was when
first built 70 years ago.

“We are working hard
to get the building back
in shape,” chairman of
the lodge’s Trustee

Board, Courtney Wilson
said. “We are working
with an architect now.
We want to make sure
that it is done right.”

Already part of the
structure and a small
house, located on
Williams Street at the
corner of Park Avenue,
have recently been taken
down and removed. 

“Had gotten com-
plaints about the build-
ing,” Dunnellon Code
Enforcement Officer
Larry Straus said.
“After being notified

about the complaints,
they were able to take
down part of the build-
ing themselves.”

Approximately 60 feet
of the old building,
which was unsafe and
had to be removed, used
to be the J&R Auto
sales, said Butch Ha-
gins, past Worship 
Master. 

“We had an engineer
check on the founda-
tion,” Hagins said. “That
part of the building was

AUGIE SALZER/Riverland News
Curley Williams, left, and Butch Hagins stand in
the actual meeting room of Dunnellon Masonic
Lodge No. 114. The group is planning to renovate
the historical structure.See MASONIC page 2
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11 couples mark
60-plus years 
of marriage

STORY BY 
AUGIE SALZER

“Love is patient and
kind; love does not envy
or boast; it is not arro-
gant or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices
with the truth. Love
bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all
things, endures all
things.  Love never
ends.”
— 1 Corinthians 13:4-13 

Love, laughter, faith and
friendship are some of
the main ingredients
needed to survive more
than 60 years of marriage,
at least for 11 married
couples in Dunnellon. 

Gene and Donna Har-
vey were destined to be
to be together 82 years
ago. They were both born
in the same hospital, but
Donna was there a week
before Gene arrived.

“When the nurse
brought Gene into the
nursery, I told her to put
that big guy next to me,”
she jokes. “We’ve been
together ever since.”

Usually Donna is the
straight man for her hus-
band who is well known
for his funny stories,
jokes and antics, but they
both enjoy telling the

Group aims to restore historic Masonic Lodge
Work underway to make much-needed repairs

AUGIE SALZER
For the Riverland News

See LOVE page 10
See COUNCIL page 3

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Eddie Esch



State park to host
Cracker Days

Rainbow Springs
State Park will host
Cracker Days from 9 to
4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 22 and 23.
The park is 1 1/2 miles
north of Dunnellon on
U.S. 41. Admission is $2
per person; children 5
and younger are free. 

Cracker Days fea-
tures people whose
skills echo pioneer life
in 1800’s frontier
Florida, from an au-
thentic Cracker Camp
where fire, soap, butter,
candles and biscuits
are made, trappers and
traders tell stories,
spinning wheels turn to
the weaver, potter,
woodcarver, wood
turner and corn grinder
and to basket, rug and
broom makers and
more. Various foods and
drinks will be available.

For information, call
Jo Ann at 465-8246. 

Garden Club 
slates meeting

The Rainbow Springs
Garden Club will meet
at 1 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
27, at the American Le-
gion Hall, 10730 U.S. 41. 

Shari Blissett-Clark
of Bat Belfrys Inc. will
present a PowerPoint
program titled “Bats –
Myth & Reality.” Live
Florida bats will be on
display.

Rainbow Springs Gar-
den Club is open to
everyone in the sur-
rounding areas. Annual
membership, Septem-
ber through May, is $10.
Visitor fee is $5 appli-
cable toward annual
membership. Two visits
and you’re paid for the
year. Refreshments will

be available and Grow
and Share plants will
be sold. 50-25-25 tickets
will be sold and door
prizes will be awarded. 

For information, call
Alice Kennedy at 465-
3002.

Tickets on sale for
murder mystery

The Greater Dunnel-
lon Historical Society
will host a murder mys-
tery dinner four nights
in March.

“Death Bemoans
Her” will be at 7 p.m.
March 7 and 8 and
March 14 and 15. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $25 each.

Diners will have the
opportunity to question
suspects about the
death of Mystic Madame
Magda, while attending
a meeting of the Gazil-
lionaire Girls Group.

Tickets will be avail-
able Tuesdays, Feb. 18
and 25 and March 4, if
any tickets are left, at
the Historic Depot
at12061 S. Williams St. 

Organizers request
that guests wanting to
sit together during the
performance should
purchase tickets 
together. For informa-
tion, call 465-5005.

New event to benefit
Habitat for Humanity
The inaugural Straw-

berry and Craft Festi-
val will be from 8 to 5
p.m. Saturday, March 1,
in downtown historic
Ocala. The event in-
cludes a craft show,
free entertainment, a
Kidzone and all things
Strawberry. Proceeds
from the festival will
benefit Habitat for Hu-
manity Marion County
Inc. 

sitting on a slab, instead
of a foundation and it
didn’t have steel rods in
the walls for support. It
was cheaper to just tear
it down.”

Throughout the years,
the Masonic Lodge, origi-
nally called the Blue
Lodge, hosted its meet-
ings upstairs. The mem-
bers entered on the
north side of the building
and climbed a narrow,
steep stairway to their
private meeting room. 

The main floor once
held a beauty shop, a
barber shop, and the
Community Thrift Store
was located there for
many years. The south
section, now torn down,
used to have a service
station.

“When I was 13, my

uncle was a member of
the lodge and he would
bring me here,” Hagins
recalled. “While he was
at the meeting I went to
the soda shop down-
stairs.”

The cornerstone was
chiseled in 1944 with
the names of their then
current officers: T.H.
Brown, Worship Master;
K. Seymour, Senior War-
den; T. Mann, Junior
Warden; S. Lee, Treas-
urer and V. Simpson as
Secretary are listed on
the concrete marker.

“Simpson was the
principal of the black
school called Booker T.
Washington,” Hagins
said. “All the black kids
went there. That was
before integration. The
school used to be where
the Boys & Girls Club is
now.”

Hagins joined the
lodge in 1992 and

served as worship mas-
ter from 1994 until 1999.
He was promoted to be
the District Deputy
Grand Master and held
that position until last
year when he had to
step down due to poor
health. He is now on
emeritus status, but still
manages to help when
needed.

Although a relatively
small lodge, the mem-
bers continue to sup-
port their building and
the community, accord-
ing to Curley Williams
the lodge’s Tyler.

“I’m like the ser-
geant-at-arms at the
meetings and I have to
know the password and
everything,” Williams
said, explaining his po-
sition with the lodge.
“There have always
been about 20 to 25
members since I’ve
been here. We are like

a brotherhood. We help
with the upkeep of the
building and help those
in distress.”

The old building has
recently gotten a new
roof, but the members
are not actually doing
anything more until
they get the report from
the architect. 

“We have spent the
last two years working
on this and we want it
to be done professional
and done right,” Wilson
said. “This is not a one-
man show. We all have
to vote on what we are
doing. We’re just get-
ting through tearing it
down and we have our
hands full right now. We
are small and it will
take more time.” 

Augie Salzer is a 
correspondent for the
Riverland News. 
Email her at Augie@
Thingsintown.com. 
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 OASIS
 RESTAURANT
 OASIS
 RESTAURANT

 7651 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala, FL 34476

 237-4598
 Mon-Sat. 6:30am-7pm

 Sun. 6:30am-3pm

 B RING  Y OUR  S WEETHEART
 TO  V ALENTINES  D INNER
 F EBRUARY  14, 2014 • 11  AM  - 7  PM

 B RING  Y OUR  S WEETHEART
 TO  V ALENTINES  D INNER
 F EBRUARY  14, 2014 • 11  AM  - 7  PM

 6  OZ . NY S TRIP  S TEAK  • 5 F RIED  S HRIMP
 B AKED  P OTATO  • V EGETABLE  ( YOUR   CHOICE )
 T OMATO  B ASIL  B ISQUE   OR  S ALAD

 D INNER  R OLL   AND  D RINK

 A LL   FOR

 $ 1 6 99
 EACH L IVE  M USIC
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 “There really is a difference in salons . . .”

 Holly Has Relocated

 854-6531  Walk-Ins Welcome

 6160 SW Hwy. 200, Ocala,  Suite 99 in the Jasmine Plaza

 SIX YEARS EXPERIENCE

 Come See Her at

 †If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 45 days of t he completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition. Fitting fees may apply. See store for details.  Bluetooth® is a 
 registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG. * Limited Time Discount. No other offers or discounts apply.  Discount does not apply to prior sales.

 A NOTHER  L OCATION  I NSIDE  C RYSTAL  R IVER  M ALL   (N EXT   TO  K-M ART )

 Dickey Richardson
 Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

 Inside  SEARS   Paddock Mall
 (352) 237-1665

 Rickey Richardson
 Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

 9570 SW Hwy 200  (Corner of Hwy 484 & 200)

 (352) 291-1467

 Inside
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 Travel With 
 Confidence . . . 

 Miracle Ear 
 Will Be There.

 Over 1,300 locations nationwide!

 WELCOME BACK
 SNOWBIRDS!

 CHECK QUALIFICATION – CALL

 352-291-1467

  Provider for most insurance companies

 WALK-INS WELCOME!

 New Location Inside Crystal River Mall
 (Next to K-Mart)

 Call for a
 FREE  demo today!

 Empire State Insurance Plan
 pays for total cost of

 2 Miracle Ear
 Digital Hearing Aids

 Must present coupon. Any make or model. 
 In office only. One week only.

 FREE
 •HEARING TEST
 •BATTERY 

 REPLACEMENT
 •HEARING AID REPAIRS

 BATTERIES
 PREMIUM ZINC 

 BATTERIES

 99 ¢
 Limit 1 Coupon Per Visit. Limit 2 Packs Per Visit. 

 Must present coupon. One week only.

 0 %
 FINANCING
 ONE WEEK ONLY!

 12 MONTHS 
 SAME AS CASH

 Factory pricing for non-qualifiers

 Blue Cross Blue Shield
 Federal Insurance pays

 total cost of 2 Miracle Ear
 Digital Hearing Aids.
 Federal Government Insurance
 code #104, #105, #111, or #112.

 FREE HEARING AIDS
 THAT’S RIGHT  YOU PAY ZERO$$
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 Member A.I.P.B. & N.A.T.P.
 Florida Notary Public

 Payroll Service

 David J. Ratchford
 Bookkeeping & Tax Service

 1400 SW Valencia Heights Ave.
 Dunnellon, FL 34431-2025

 Phone / Fax: 352-465-0814
 Cell Phone: 352-220-7585

 Personal – Small Business – Corporate

 E-mail: beancount29@bellsouth.net

AUGIE SALZER/Riverland News
Approximately 60 feet of the old Dunnellon Masonic Lodge No. 114, which was unsafe and had to be
removed, used to be the J&R Auto sales.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

MASONIC
continued from page 1



Due to an editor’s error, Jerry Rogers, vice
president of Rainbow River Conservation Inc.,
was misidentified in a story titled, “Residents:
More law needed on river.”

The Riverland News apolgizes for the error.

wonderful job,” she said.
“I don’t know what we’d
do without him.”

Mayor Nathan Whitt
was lukewarm to the
suggestion of opening a
statewide search and
leaving Esch “to
hang out to dry”
during a search
for an external
candidate.

“He’s been the
right guy for the
job,” Whitt said.
“I know full well
he’s the most
qualified. He’s
done a lot of that
out of the box stuff. He’s
got 20 to 30 years of prac-
tical experience, and
he’s showing that.”

Evans countered the
first-term mayor’s 
remarks.

“If we should find
someone better suited
with more experience
and has real experience,
then we should consider
them,” Evans said, not-
ing Esch “has done a
great job.” “Personally, if
we find someone else,
we should retain him at
whatever salary he’s at
now and assign him an-
other title.”

Evans said it’s a must
for the Council to con-
duct an outside search,
especially for the citi-
zens. “I just think we
owe it to the city to do
the best we can.”

Councilman Erik Col-
lop said advertising for a
city manager is a good
business decision the
city could make at this
time.

“(Eddie’s) been great, I
really do think that,”
Collop said. “In all fair-
ness, he’s the best we
have at this time. Maybe
there is some all-star
person who can come in
and manage our city. If
we do that, Mr. Esch
should embrace that.”

Councilwoman Lynne
McAndrew said she’d

been weighing the pros
and cons about promot-
ing Esch to a full-time
role.

“One issue for me is
trust issue,” she told
Esch. “When we were
not told the money (for
Florida Cable) was not
there, that was a long
time. Maybe that was a

lesson learned,
but don’t hold it
to yourself. It’s
stressful even on
you; hindsight is
20/20.”

Esch de-
fended himself.

“I did not
withhold any-
thing from you,”
he explained.

“We were still being told
about a password issue,
the same password issue
we’d been told about.

“Should I have done it
different that Monday
night? It was absolutely
the first item I was going
to talk about, but then
Mr. (John) Pierpont
came in and I did not
know what he was com-
ing in for. I didn’t know it
at that time.”

The Council ques-
tioned how much it
could potentially cost
the city to advertise the
position statewide. City
Clerk Dawn Bowne told
officials it could be
posted on several web-
sites at no cost, includ-
ing the Florida League
of Cities. However, she
said, the biggest cost
would be incurred by
placing advertisements
in major newspapers.

In January, the Coun-
cil had requested city
staff and Virginia Cas-
sady to tweak its in-
house hiring policy as
well as modify the re-
quirements for the city
manager position.

Esch was the lone city
employee to apply for
the position.

The City Council will
discuss the issue again
at tonight’s special
Council meeting, slated
for 5:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

long string of emails from
the city’s attorneys and
Florida Cable show how
city officials are calling
this “perfect storm” of
why the system wasn’t
funded. “We were told the
money is in there, the
money is in there,” Whitt
said about the allegedly
funded escrow account.

Fernandez continued to
question the closing
though.

“One second here, in
layman’s terms, I go to
closing as your agent,” she
explained. “And all of a
sudden, you’re told we’re
sorry we don’t have fund-
ing but it’s some place and
we’ll give you possession
of your house. You tell me
how that works?”

The first-term mayor
was pointed with his 
response.

“I don’t think you un-
derstand fully how this
deal was handled,” he
said. “They kept promis-
ing us $1.3 million and not
following through on that
promise. The city has
moved past the spending.
It’s frustrating for us to
move forward.”

Joan Duggins, a Rain-
bow Springs resident,
asked what was stopping
Florida Cable from selling
its recent acquisition.
“They have the title,
what’s to stop them?” she
questioned officials, who
told the packed room the
city has placed liens
against all Florida Cable-
owned assets.

Eddie Esch, interim
city manager, told both
the City Council and the
public that during the
closing David Saurez, the
president/CEO of Florida
Cable, kept reiterating
the money was in the es-
crow, but there were
problems getting the
password cleared up and
released to Cassady.

Cassady pointed out
that while the city has yet
to receive the agreed
upon purchase price; the
city not running the sys-

tem is beneficial.
“For the city it has

turned out well, the city
got out from under finan-
cial obligations, which is
what its goal was,” she ex-
plained. “The city is no
longer required to take
care of Greenlight.”

While residents sought
answers for the closing;
city officials sought a rem-
edy to the lack of funds re-
ceived for the sale of the
fiber to the home pro-
gram, which has been a fi-
nancial burden to the city
as opposed to the money-
making program officials
believed it would be when
funding was secured in
November 2010.

“We’ve been round and
round on this thing,”
Whitt said about the clos-
ing. “Personally, I am a bit
taken aback.”

Whitt then asked if
there was anyone in the
crowd willing to speak on
behalf of Florida Cable.
John Cooper, a Stark-
based attorney represent-
ing Florida Cable,
stepped forward. 

“I’m not here to make
you any promises,” he told
the Council. “We are
working diligently to re-
solve the issues. I will tell
you we are doing ab-
solutely everything we
can to bring it to a close.”

Whitt asked if Cooper
had an alternative pro-
posal to offer the city.

“I have been given
dates, but I am reluctant
to share those dates with
you,” he said, noting the
funds are sitting in ac-
count; however, those
funds continue to remain
tied up through Florida
Cable’s venture capital
group, Signal Lake. Be-
cause portions of the
funding are from overseas
sources, federal agencies
have frozen the assets to
determine where the
money is coming from. 

“We are amendable to
doing anything to resolve
the matter,” Cooper said.

One point Whitt
brought up with Cooper
was Florida Cable’s re-
fusal to sign the supple-
mental agreement

detailing fines.
“We had trouble with

language of the agree-
ment,” Cooper said,
adding the interest rate
“was unreasonable.” How-
ever, Whitt and other offi-
cials were quick to correct
it was not an interest rate,
it was a fine, which Suarez
had agreed to. 

In addition, Esch told
Cooper and the City Coun-
cil the city continues to
pay certain operating ex-
penses for Florida Cable.
The privately owned com-
pany has yet to reimburse
the city for those ex-
penses as officials wait for
contracts to roll over from
the city to Florida Cable.

“We’ve paid some of
those bills to keep that
system alive,” Esch said.
“If that system goes down
or goes dark, it comes
back on us. It’s putting the
system in jeopardy.”

Vice Mayor Dennis
Evans was caught off-
guard by the news the city
is still paying for some ex-
penses related to the now
defunct Greenlight 
venture.

“I had no idea they
weren’t paying their ex-
penses,” he said. “I would
think they’d have to do
that. Why wouldn’t that
money come out of Mr.
Suarez’s company assets,
or from whoever his
money man is?”

Coooper said he would
be “glad” to address those
bills with city officials,
but reiterated his stance
about the daily fines. “I’m
not going to promise you
something,” he said,
adding “he had nothing
else to offer” the city. “I
don’t want to make prom-
ises. But I’ll address any

concerns specifically.”
After the lengthy de-

bate, Whitt said he under-
stood the situation
Cooper was in, but
stressed promises had
been made and broken.

“I’d like to see the deal
fulfilled,” he explained.

Cassady then stepped
in with a potential solu-
tion, which had been dis-
cussed via a conference
call, which Esch, she and
Florida Cable attorneys
participated in. That offer
would be to have Florida
Cable issue three promis-
sory notes as well as an
agreed upon fixed inter-
est rate. City officials
were shooting for the
maximum allowed rate of
up to 18 percent. How-
ever, Cooper and his
client were agreeable to
an 8 percent rate. Addi-
tionally, a time frame to
pay those notes would be
included, depending on
the City Council’s 
preference. 

An option, if the prom-
issory notes were signed
by Florida Cable, would
be then signing those over
to both Regions Bank and
All-America Leasing,
which owns the headend
equipment currently in
use by Florida Cable.

“As a way to deal with
Regions Bank and All-
America, we are amend-
able to that process,”
Cooper said.

Nothing was finalized,
triggering the City Coun-
cil to set a special meet-
ing for 5:30 p.m. today at
City Hall.

“It’s cut and dry how we
have to move forward,”
Whitt said. “I’ve never
quite seen a deal done
this way.” 
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 Ask about BETTER RATES on
 longer terms, larger deposits

 Regular Savings, IRA’s, 401k’s and transfers

 Ocala 671-5374
 The Villages 633-7019
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 6 Month
 $20,000 Deposit

 2.11 % APY*

 New Customer Promotion

 *APY includes new customer promotion incentive. Rates may vary on deposit amount and 
 availability. Certain restrictions apply.  All bank accounts are FDIC insured to the legal limit.

 BY APPOINTMENT
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 Deb’s Natural Source

 • Whole food nutritional supplements 
 • Essential oils 

 • Herbal extracts 
 • Organic teas, coffees, 
 spices and flavorings 
 • Soaps & skin care

 352-586-0754
 3490 W. Dunnellon Rd., Dunnellon

 Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-2
  Like us on Facebook for 
 

 
more nutrition facts.

 The best in whole food nutrition

 Come in for a free cup of 
 my roasted cocobeans, 
 served like coffee, or 

 organic coffee.
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 VENDOR EXPO

 Specialty Merchandise Vendors

 Now accepting
 Debit & Credit Cards
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 Grumbles House Antiques 
 & Garden Shop

 In Dunnellon’s Historic Village
 “Where There’s  ALWAYS  Something Different”

 Open 7 Days A Week
 20799 Walnut St.
 (352) 465-1460

 Locally-made Goat Milk Soaps 
 Now Available
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 DUNNELLON PODIATRY CENTER, P.A .

 Medical and Surgical Treatment of 
 • Foot and Ankle • Bunions • Hammertoes • Fractures • Infections 

 • Heel Pain  • Arthroscopic and Endoscopic Procedures  
 • Diagnostic Ultrasound and X-ray on Premises

 Stacy Lynn Witfill D.P.M.
 Board Certified by American Board of Podiatric Surgery

 11786 Cedar Street (CR 40)
 (Next to the Women’s Club) 489-6621

 Most Insurance Accepted
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 SEWING MACHINE REPAIRS
 All Makes. Over 25 Years Experience

 Call For In Home Service Estimates
 (352) 208-9366

 Clip & Save

THANK YOU CITRUS/MARION COUNTIES

CALL (352) 489-4844
Owner Does The Work

26 Years in Business
Get Any 2 Services
Same Day and SAVE!

Gutter Cleaning
Entire House

Only $50

Pressure
Cleaning

• House  • Driveway 
• Pool Enclosure  • Roof
  FREE ESTIMATES!

Carpet Cleaning
$18

(3 room minimum)
Dry Cleaning or Steam

Per Room
Sofa
and 

Loveseat

Call for 
Details

Furniture
Cleaning

$60
1 Chair Cleaned FREE
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A member of the Florida Press Association

352-489-2731
352-489-6593 (Fax)

The Riverland News serves Dunnellon and the surrounding areas: Blue
Cove, Chatmire, Hills of Ocala, Lake Tropicana, Rainbows End, Rainbow
Lakes Estates, All the Rainbow Springs Area, Rio Vista and Vogt Springs.

The Riverland News is delivered on Thursday to subscribers by our
carriers and mail. The newspaper is also available inside area stores
and at various boxes throughout the community. Local subscription rate

is $28 a year. Call for Florida and out-of-Florida rates.

The Riverland News is published in Dunnellon, FL by Citrus Publishing,
Inc., 1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429-5760.
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Council should
gauge outside

interest for 
top position

Oh, it must be love
There’s no doubt my 15-

year-old granddaughter
is in love. Now whether

it’s puppy love, a mad crush or
the real thing, only time
will tell. 

But no matter what,
it’s obvious they’re
crazy about each other.
They pick at and tease
each other the way kids
that age do, and they
can’t stand to be apart.
It’s cute, yet scary. 

I have mixed emo-
tions. Dominique, of
course, is too young to get seri-
ous. Yet, I ended up marrying
my high school sweetheart and
so did Dominique’s mother.

Sadly, they both ended in
ugly divorces and I never want
my granddaughter to go
through something like that.
However, I’ll also note many
young loves go on to highly
successful marriages. 

We want her to go to college,
find a career and then settle
down, in that order, but life
has a way of throwing you
curve balls when you least ex-

pect them. 
At my age, I realize you

hardly know yourself when
you’re that young. You’re still

growing and discover-
ing what you like and
what makes you tick.
Therefore, I would say
it’s not a good idea to
get serious with some-
one while still so imma-
ture. Yet, if you had
told me that at her 
age I wouldn’t have 
listened. 

Watching them to-
gether makes me smile. 

First, I love to see my grand-
daughter happy.

Second, because it brings
back so many good memories
of that time in my own life.
You know, when you’re over
the moon in love and can’t
wait to see each other and you
feel like you will die if they
break up with you.

You sit in the classroom
waiting for the bell to ring so
you can see him for even a few
minutes. And when the phone
rings and it’s him on the other

line; you get all tingly inside.
Oh yes, those were the days. 

The first boy I ever liked
drove a mini-bike and his
name was Ralph. He would
ride past my house and if I
was lucky enough to be out-
side he would stop for a few
minutes.

Needless to say I spent a lot
of time outdoors, wandering
around the yard and waiting
to hear the sound of his motor
in the distance. He wore ugly
shoes and did Elvis impres-
sions but I was crazy about
him. He was going steady with
my best friend and she didn’t
even know I liked him. Sounds
like a romantic comedy. 

The funny thing is that once
Ralph liked me back, we
lasted a few weeks and then I
was kind of over it. But I often
wonder where he is now and
how his life turned out. Think
back to your first love and I
guarantee it will make you
smile every time. 

I know if I want to spend
time with my granddaughter,
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The Dunnellon City
Council wants to
name a new full-

time city manager. 
The problem, though,

among elected officials
about who to name to
the top post and how
best to go about it is at
the center of debate.

Mayor Nathan Whitt
believes it’s a waste of
time and money to post
advertisements
statewide seeking po-
tential applicants who
could come into right
the sinking ship. He
and other members of
the Council have
praised Eddie Esch,
who’s served as interim
city manager since Lisa
Algiere’s abrupt depar-
ture more than eight
months ago. 

Algiere’s resignation
came at a time when city
officials and the public
learned about the finan-
cial quagmire as a result
of the failed attempt by
the city to launch its
own telecommunica-
tions system. Esch has
also drawn praise from
citizens, and in a posi-
tion which is widely re-
garded as a hot seat,
that’s saying a lot.

City Attorney Virginia
Cassady and Mike
Markham, special legal
counsel for the city, told
the Council continuity
is best for the city mov-
ing forward with Re-
gions Bank, resolving
the current fiasco with
Florida Cable and as-
sisting with discussions
with Gov. Rick Scott’s
office. Both gave their
nod to Esch remaining
in the top spot. First
off, they are being paid
for legal advice; not
business advice. 

We don’t disagree
continuity is best, and
we will have that for
the next few months.

The City Council, in
January, extended the
interim tag for Esch
through May. That gives
officials the continuity
it needs to navigate us
through the coming
months, while allowing
Esch the chance to
prove to doubters on
the Council, or in the
public, he’s got the
chops to lead the city in

the coming years.
We deserve clear an-

swers. We need to know
exactly how the closing
with Florida Cable was
botched so badly on the
city’s part. Yes, we all
know Florida Cable
failed to fund the es-
crow, and the privately
owned company de-
serves a share of the
blame. What has not
been answered is why
the city allowed the
closing to transpire
without the password
or proof the $1.3 mil-
lion was in place. 

There is no denying
that Esch has done an
admirable job in the
past eight-plus months
of directing city staff
and keeping the focus
where it needs to be,
and he does deserve
credit for boosting
morale within City Hall
and the ranks of em-
ployees. His wealth of
private sector experi-
ence should not be di-
minished, and it should
be taken into consider-
ation.

Several residents
urged the Council to at
least test the waters to
see if there are other
“better qualified candi-
dates.” On the flip side,
there are a few resi-
dents who believe the
likelihood of attracting
a suitable candidate
who would willingly
step into this mess is
questionable. That
might be true, but you
cannot catch fish if you
don’t cast a line.

So here are two solu-
tions: Esch should be
considered a candi-
date; however, he
should be required to
resubmit his resume,
correctly, and the Coun-
cil should seek outside
candidates.

If by May, the Council
believes the pool of out-
side applications
doesn’t measure up to
Esch’s experiences and
qualifications, we rec-
ommend promoting him.
But if there’s a candi-
date who jumps off the
page, knocks your socks
off during the interview
process, then we need to
do what’s right by the
citizens. 

Audrey Beem

While the eyes of the world
focus on the XXII Winter
Olympics in the resort

town of Sochi, Russia, this
month, we’d like to bring
your attention to another
worthy focal point: Inter-
net safety. 

Feb. 11 was Safer Inter-
net Day. If there were an
Olympic event for safe In-
ternet transactions, we be-
lieve the Social Security
Administration would be
in the running for a gold
medal. We take Internet security
seriously. After all, Security is our
middle name.

What are some of the conven-
ient, safe, and secure things you
can do online at www.social
security.gov?

You can get a personalized esti-
mate of your future benefits using
our Retirement Estimator. Apply
for retirement or disability bene-
fits. If you don’t plan to retire but
you want to apply only for
Medicare at age 65, you can do it
online. You can even establish and
maintain a my Social Security ac-
count at any age to access all your
personal Social Security informa-
tion at any time convenient for
you. All of these things can be
done in minutes, and you don’t
have to worry about security is-
sues. On Safer Internet Day and
every day, your information is se-
cure with us.

If you’ve experienced a safe,
convenient service at our website,
why not share the experience at
our social media hub? Of course,
you’ll want to be careful not to
post any personal identifying in-

formation, such as your Social Se-
curity number. But whether you
want to spread the word about

Safer Internet Day or
share an experience
you’ve had dealing with
Social Security, we encour-
age you to join us on Face-
book, Twitter, YouTube,
and Pinterest. You’ll find
these connections, along
with the ability to get
email updates, view the
photo blog, join webinars
and more at our social

media hub. Just visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/socialmedia. 

The Olympics have begun in
Sochi, but remember that the So-
cial Security Administration gets
a gold medal when it comes to
safe transactions on the Internet.
Security is our middle name. 

Social Security Q&A
Question: If I retire at age 62,

will I be eligible for Medicare?
Answer: No. Medicare starts

when you reach 65. If you retire at
62, you may be able to continue
medical insurance coverage
through your employer or pur-
chase it from a private insurance
company until you become eligi-
ble for Medicare. For more infor-
mation see our publication,
Medicare, at www.socialsecurity.
gov/pubs, or call us at 800-772-1213
(TTY 800-325-0778). 

Question: My spouse died re-
cently and my neighbor said my
children and I might be eligible
for survivors’ benefits. Don’t I
have to be retirement age to re-
ceive benefits?

Answer: No. As a survivor, you

can receive benefits at any age if
you are caring for a child who is
receiving Social Security benefits
and who is under age 16. Your
children are eligible for survivors’
benefits through Social Security
up to age 19 if they are unmarried
and attending elementary or sec-
ondary school full time. If you are
not caring for minor children, you
would need to wait until age 60
(age 50 if disabled) to collect sur-
vivors benefits. For more informa-
tion about survivors benefits, read
our publication Survivors Bene-
fits at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs.

Question: My dad receives Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI)
benefits. He soon will be coming to
live with me. Does he have to re-
port the move to Social Security?

Answer: Yes. He should report
any change in his living arrange-
ments within 10 days. The change
may affect his benefit amount.
Also, we need his correct address
so we can send correspondence
when needed, even if he receives
his payments electronically. He
can report the change by mail or
in person at a Social Security of-
fice. Or, have him call Social Secu-
rity at 800-772-1213 (TTY
800-325-0778). Changes must be re-
ported promptly or a penalty may
be charged and held from future
benefits. For more information
about the kinds of changes that
need to be reported, read the pub-
lication What You Need To Know
When You Get SSI at www.social
security.gov/pubs. 

Michael W. Grochowski is the
Social Security regional commis-
sioner in Atlanta.

Olympians of (Social) Security

Bob Cubbage bio 
‘simply amazing’

Augie Salzer’s bio-
graphic overview of
Bob Cubbage’s life and
professional career in
music, sound and now
in video as a composer
was simply amazing.
I’ve had the pleasure of
hearing this accom-
plished pianist perform
and can attest that he is
fascinating. 

Thanks for giving us
this cover of apprecia-
tion for one of Dunnel-
lon’s finest. Bravo to
Mr. Cubbage.

Ron McAndrew,
Dunnellon

Dunnellon needs to 
improve its website
On these dank and

dreary days, I like to
visit other places by surf-
ing the web. There are
many fascinating sites
that will let you visit
many places in the world
via their webcams. 

You can be in London,
New York City, the Pa-
cific coast, Hawaii and

even Wasilla, Alaska,
without leaving your
chair. So one day I de-
cided to visit the website
of my own hometown
Dunnellon and yikes!
Was I disappointed.

If a town has only a
website, it should con-
vey a warm feeling and
the desire of the web
visitor to want to come
to visit the town itself.
The “official” Dunnel-
lon website, www.
dunnellon.org, was as
much as a cell phone
instruction manual. 

What I saw read like
a dry town newsletter,
there were a handful of
“artsy” photos: a close-
up of a blue bird, a
close-up of an otter, the
view of long rusty
“something” jutting out
into the waterway in
front of some trees, a
close-up of a waterfall,
a close-up of a man, a
child and tiny fish and
the view of what I took
to be a swamp, no cap-
tions, these photos

SOCIAL SECURITY
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Kiwanis Club to host
fashion show 

The Kiwanis Club of
Dunnellon will host
the “Simply Spring”
fashion show at noon
Saturday, March 1, at
the Rainbow Springs
Golf & Country Club.
Fashions will be pre-
sented by Grumble’s
House. There will be a
luncheon, cash bar, en-
tertainment, demon-
strations and prizes.
Tickets are $25 per
person.

For information,
call Ellie Pollock at
465-6803.
Habitat for Humanity

seeks volunteers 
Habitat for Human-

ity of Marion County is
looking for volunteers
to help in construc-
tion, fundraising, the
ReStore and the up-
coming Strawberry
and Craft Festival. For
information about vol-
unteering with Habi-
tat for Humanity of
Marion County Inc.,
visit habitatocala.org/
volunteer or call Brit-
tney Fish, volunteer
coordinator, at 352-
351-4663. Habitat for
Humanity of Marion
County is a donor/vol-
unteer-driven 
organization.

AARP Driver Safety
Class slated

An AARP Driver
Safety Program for
those 50 and older
which, with certain
exceptions, qualifies
graduates for a dis-
count on their auto-
mobile insurance, will
be given over two
days, three hours each
day. Cost is $20 per
person for all materi-
als, except pen or pen-
cil. However, if you
are an AARP member,
the cost is $15. Bring
your AARP card with
you.

The course will be
from 1 to 4 p.m. March
6 and 7 at the Marion
County Sheriff ’s Sub-
station on U.S. 41.
Class size is limited
and reservations are
required. For informa-
tion or reservations,
call 465-6359.

her boyfriend has to
be a part of our day,
and I don’t mind. He’s
a good kid from a good
family. While planning
our girls’ weekend
trip for 2014, the first
thing she asked was if
he could come. Did
she forget the mean-
ing of girls’ weekend? 

How I wish we could
turn the clock back
about 10 years; go
back to the time when
Nanaw was her fa-
vorite companion.
When Jesse McCart-
ney was her only
crush and you could
cheer her up with an
ice cream cone. I can
remember when she
thought boys had
cooties. 

The scary thing is
this boy has been “the
one” for Dominique
for awhile now. They
have been going
steady and breaking
up for a couple of
years now. This time it
seems to be for real,
but when you have at-
traction like that, it’s
hard to break. 

What attracts us to
another person? En-
dorphins and hor-
mones? A sight or
smell? Their genetic
makeup? They say
they knew they were
meant for each other
when they discovered
they’re both mayon-
naise/ketchup freaks.
They also have a lot in
common, not just their
age, but they’re both
athletic, both funny
and pretty sheltered.
But that’s a good
thing. 

I just hope neither
of them gets their
heart broken; hearts
are so fragile at that
age, or at any age for
that matter. 

Yes it’s entirely pos-
sible that this sweet,
awkward country boy
may become my
grandson one day. I’m
going to treat him as
well as I can and get
to know him. After all,
I plan on being in Do-
minique’s life forever
and I’m taking no
chances. 

were for an art gallery not
a tourist attraction. 

If Dunnellon is inter-
ested in tourist dollars it
needs photos of people
having fun — swimming
and picnics at the local
parks, fun kayaking at the
local waterways, fun bik-
ing, jogging and hiking at
the local trails, fun eating
at our local eateries and
panoramic views of our
local parks and waterways.

We need photos of our
local hotels/motels and the
prices they charge, we
need photos, a brief de-
scription and the price
range of local eateries and
we need photos, opening
hours and prices of our
local parks and other en-
tertainment sites. Many a
time I have seen a car full
of people drive up to the
tuber’s entrance only to
turn around and drive
away. That’s money that
could’ve have been spent
in town but now is gone.

Why so many photos?
The last thing a small
town needs is for disap-
pointed tourists – because
with Facebook , bad news
travels like a plague and
we don’t want that.

If a town has only one
website it should be laid
out to attract the tourist
first and put as much in-
formation as possible, as
early as possible and as at-
tractive as possible and
then add the business and
other dry information to-
ward the back. 

It is said that folks that

surf the web only spend a
few seconds of time on a
particular website before
they move on to the next
and if Dunnellon is going
to attact the tourist we
need to grab the tourist
quickly and say “come
here.”

A.C. Rosier,
Dunnellon

Editor’s Note: We
agree; however, the city
website serves as a
functional site as op-
posed to a tourist-ori-
ented website. With
that being said, per-
haps the city and Dun-
nellon Area Chamber of
Commerce could work
together toward creat-
ing such a website.
Bashing others doesn’t 

solve problems
I had planned on keep-

ing my mouth shut, which
is hard for me to do.

Normally, I stay away
from politics and the
printed media. There are
so many talking heads

spewing opinions it is hard
to hear yourself think —
and that is a problem be-
cause most people don’t
think on their own they
just re-spew what they
heard. More important, an
opinion is just that — an
opinion. We take them too
seriously.

I need to stand up for
someone who is getting
kicked to the ground be-
cause he has a difference
of opinion. He is perfectly
capable of defending him-
self but he has chosen not
to.

Jeff Bryan is a nice guy.
He has worked diligently
for the betterment of Dun-
nellon even if this means
bringing to light some not
so flattering facts.

I have never met an-
other editor so dedicated
to the city he reports
about. Personally, I think
he is on his way to an ulcer
because he cares so much.

As someone who has
written for other papers, it
is rare to find an editor

who will let you publically
bash him the way some of
our citizens did.

You may think I am bi-
ased because he is my
“boss.” You are wrong. I
don’t get paid for my col-
umn, so I can insult him
without impunity. I don’t
need my columns to be
printed to be a writer. It’s
in the blood.

The bickering needs to
stop — on both sides.

Nero is playing that
damn fiddle while the rest
of us burn. Like hundreds
of cities and towns around
the nation, Dunnellon is
dying. 

Let go of your grudges.
Let go of the personal 
insults.

Ask yourself what have
you done for the better-
ment of Dunnellon?

I think deep down you
all have one thing in com-
mon, you want Dunnellon
to thrive. 

Grow up. Be nice to one
another. Prove you are bet-
ter than Congress. Get a
mediator if need be. Get
over yourselves. Choose
your battles. Get along or
get out.

If you can’t sit down,
work out your differences
as adults and pursue a
common goal, then we
aren’t very civilized are
we? 

Can we save trees and
get much needed tax in-
come at the same time? I
am sure it is possible. We
may never know until you
put down your weapons
and come to the table.

Like the man said “Can’t
we all just get along?”

Kathleen Wallace,
Dunnellon
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LETTERS
continued from page 4

O P I N I O N S  I N V I T E D

● The opinions expressed in Riverland News editorials are

the opinions of the editorial board of the newspaper.

● Viewpoints depicted in political cartoons, columns or let-

ters do not necessarily represent the opinion of the edito-

rial board.

● Groups or individuals are invited to express their opin-

ions in a letter to the editor.

● All letters must be signed and include a phone number

and hometown, including letters sent via e-mail, Phone

numbers will not be printed or given out. We reserve the

right to edit letters for length, libel, fairness and good

taste.

● Letters to the editor must be no longer than 550 words,

and writers will be limited to two letters per month.
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Community Emer-
gency Response Team
(CERT) training will
begin Thursday, March
4, at the Marion County
Sheriff ’s Office at 692
NW 30th Ave., Ocala.
The six-week course
training will be from 5 to
7 p.m. and helps pre-
pare participants to
take care of themselves
during a disaster. This
course will offer train-
ing on disaster pre-
paredness, fire safety,
disaster medical opera-
tions and more. 

Once trained, partici-
pants have the opportu-
nity to join their local
neighborhood team that
will assist first respon-
ders during a disaster.
CERT Teams assist by

assessing their commu-
nity and providing basic
medical treatment to
those in need and report
all the information to
Emergency Manage-
ment.

The CERT Program is
offered by the Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office,

Bureau of Emergency
Management and is a
free to all who are inter-
ested. 

For information or for
an application, call
Emergency Manage-
ment at 352-369-8100 or
email Marion-
CERT@marionso.com.

Quite a few, if not
most put a whole lot of
credence into a kiss.
Much can be argued in
favor of this
philosophy, but
not from me. 

I grew up in a
generation that
never kissed on
the first date.
Sad to say, that
idea went out
with Noah and
his ark and you
can kiss that
idea goodbye.

Nothing wrong with
a kiss, if it is with the
right person. It seems
we are living in a cul-
ture where all anybody
thinks about is kiss,
kiss, kiss. So much so,
that the average kiss is
just that, average.
Whatever happened to
the romance factor be-
hind the kiss?

I am one who is not
given to hugging peo-
ple let alone kissing
them. I have friends in
a certain church that
believes in what they
call, “A Holy Kiss.”
They take it from the
Bible where it says
that we are to greet
one another with a
holy kiss. As soon as I
find out and under-
stand what a holy kiss
is, I might start doing
it. But not until then
and don’t count on it.

I am one of those
people who likes a
warm friendly hand-
shake. Such a hand-
shake conveys all I
really want to say at
the moment. It is not
that I am unfriendly
and it is not that I do
not have warm feelings
about people. I just
like to preserve “my
space.”

A kiss could mean a
lot of things to differ-
ent people. I see an
advertisement on tele-
vision all the time that
says, “Every kiss be-

gins with Kay.” What
does that really mean?
Does everybody have
to go to the Kay’s jew-

elry store in
order to kiss
someone? Is
that where kiss-
ing really be-
gins? If so,
please count
me out. 

A kiss should
be something
special and not
thrown around

like some dirty old rag.
It should mean some-
thing to the people 
involved.

Some believe ro-
mance begins with a
kiss. If that is so, I am
out of the game.

So many people
“kiss and tell” that I
think there should be
some kind of law en-
acted to prohibit this
sort of activity. A kiss
should be a private ac-
tivity not to be shared
with the whole world.
When sharing such an
activity with the whole
world, it ceases to be
romance and enters
into the area of per-
formance. And boy do I
hate performance. Not
just because I am a
bad actor. ... Well,
maybe it is just be-
cause I’m a bad actor.

Today kissing is so
cavalier that it hardly
means anything to 
anybody.

I still remember my
first kiss.

I was in Bible school
studying for the min-
istry where I met this
girl. We had been dat-
ing two months before
I realized we were dat-
ing. On many things,
especially in the ro-
mantic arena, I am
rather slow. At the end
of our first “date,” she
surprised me by hug-
ging me. I had never
been hugged before. I
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 Calvary 
 Baptist Temple
 21841 S.W. Marine Blvd.
 Rainbow Lakes Estates

 Sunday
 Sunday School.............9:45 a.m.
 Worship Service.........11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service..........5:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting............7:00 p.m.
 Every 4th Sunday......5:00 p.m .

 “Share, Praise & Fellowship ”

 Pastor Jamie Parker
 352-489-8962

 “Please Join Us As We
 Worship In His Name”
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 Dunnellon
 Seventh-day

 Adventist Church
 Welcome To Our Services

 Hwy. 41 & Hwy. 40
 Saturday

 Sabbath School 9:30  AM
 Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00  AM

 Tuesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . 4:30  PM
 For more information:

 352-489-3455
 www.dunnellonsdachurch.com
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 7525 S. Highway 41, Dunnellon
 352-489-3166

 Saturday Reconciliation . . . . 3:30  PM

 Saturday Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 Sunday . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 10:30  AM

 Sunday - Spanish............ . . . . . . Noon

 Mon. Thru Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM

 Holy Days . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 7:00  PM

 www.stjohncc.com

 MASSES

 Catholic Community of St. John the   Baptist
 Father Jean H. Desir, Pastor
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 Clock

 352-873-4372

 GRANDFATHER CLOCK REPAIR

 Service and repairs
 45 years full time experience
 Specializing in floor clocks.
 In Florida Jan., Feb., Mar., April
 (In Pennsylvania the other months)
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 11251 S.W. Highway 484
 (1.3 Miles West of State Road 200)

 352-465-7272
 Sunday

 8:00 A.M.  Holy Eucharist
 10:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist

 Tuesday
 9:00 A.M.  Morning Prayer, Mass,   

 and Healing

 Weekday Groups:
 Tues. 6:30pm  Cub Scout Pack 508
 2nd Sat 8am  Fellowship Breakfast at IHOP

  Episcopal Episcopal
 Church Church

 of the Advent of the Advent

 adventepiscopal.net
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 A Progressive
 Community of Faith

 in the Heart of
 Central Florida

 Sunday Worship  10:30 am
 Adult Bible Discussion  12:00 Noon

 ‘

 God
 is still 

 speaking,

 Jesus didn’t reject people.
     Neither do we.

 First Congregational
 United Church of Christ

 7171 SW SR  200, Ocala, FL
 352-237-3035
 uccocala.org

 Dr. H.W. McSwain, Jr.,
 Pastor

 D UNNELLON
 F IRST  U NITED

 M ETHODIST  C HURCH
 21501 W. Highway 40

 Rev. Eddie Fulford,   Pastor
 Sunday

 Communion
 Worship Service  8:00 AM

 Praise Worship  9:30 AM

 Traditional Worship  11:00 AM
 Nursery At All Services

 Sunday School  9:30 AM & 11:00 AM

 “Building the Kingdom in Everything We Do”
 352-489-4026
 www.fumc-dunnellon.org  00
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 Peace
 Lutheran Church
 Missouri Synod

 Rev. Terry L. McKee, Pastor

 Sunday School & Adult Bible 
 Class  9:00 A.M
 Sunday Worship Service

 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday Bible Study
 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday potluck & Bible 
 Study  6:30 PM
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 “The Church On The Hill”
 5 miles North of Dunnellon
 US Hwy 41 at Highway 40

 489-5881
 www.PeaceLutheranOnline.com
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489-2685

Holy Faith
Episcopal

Church
19924 W. Blue Cove Dr.

Dunnellon
THE REV. J. JAMES GERHART

Sunday Services
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM

Sunday School 9:45 AM
“Godly Play”

Healing Service
1st Sunday Every Month

Following 10:00 AM Service

CR 484

SR
 2

00Holy
Faith *
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 Romeo Baptist 
 Church

 Sunday School    9:30 AM
 Worship     11:00 AM
 Disciple Training  5:00 PM

 Pastor 
 R.D. Hess

 (352) 489-1788
 Sunday

 (Nursery & Children’s Church Provided)

 Wednesday

 AWANA  6:30 PM
 Youth Group      6:30 PM
 Bible Study        7:00 PM
 8 1 / 2  Miles North of Dunnellon Off of 
 Highway 41, Left at Church Sign  on

  SW 5 th  Place
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 GATHERINGS
 A D IRECTORY   OF  A REA  C HURCHES

 “For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them.”    –
 Matthew 18:20

 711180

What comes after
that initial kiss? 

OUT TO PASTOR

Rev. James
Snyder

Photos, stories
wanted of Holy Faith
Parishioners of Holy

Faith Episcopal
Church in Blue Cove
will celebrate its 50th
anniversary Sept. 20
and 21.

As part of the cele-
bration, the 50th An-
niversary Committee is
working to compile a
history of the church
in the community. All
past and present mem-
bers of the church,
friends, neighbors and
families can help by
searching their memo-
ries and scrapbooks
for stories and photos
related to Holy Faith. 

Photos would be
promptly copied and
returned. The goal by
September 2014 is to
share the past and con-
tinuing relationship of
Holy Faith with the
Dunnellon community. 

Committee members
will be happy to do at-
home interviews. In-
terviews can be
arranged by calling
489-2685.

Church schedules
mission trip 

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church is
planning a mission
trip in June to visit
Haiti. The small group
plans to do construc-
tion work on hurri-
cane-damaged
properties. 

The group is collect-
ing new/slightly used
children’s clothing and
school supplies to
bring with them for
the children of Haiti.
To make a donation,
including monetary
donations to help with
shipping costs, call
489-3166 or send
checks payable to St.
John’s to Haiti Mission
7525 S. U.S. Hwy. 41,
Dunnellon FL 34432. 

Church to host 
flea market

Dunnellon Presbyte-
rian Church, at the
corner of Ohio and
Chestnut streets, will
host its annual flea
market from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Feb. 22. 

The event will fea-
ture homemade baked
goods, collectibles,
jewelry, linens, books,
pictures and much
more.

Southern Express 
to perform at church
The Southern Ex-

press 18-piece Big
Band will perform
from 6 to 8 p.m. Satur-
day, March 8, at First
Congregational
Church at 7171 SW
State Road 200. Tick-
ets, which are $10
each, are available at
the door or may be re-
served by calling the
church office at 352-
237-3035 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays.

Church schedules
concert series

Dunnellon Presbyte-
rian Church will host
its annual concert se-
ries on the following
days. Concerts are free
and open to the public.
All love offerings re-
ceived are gifted to
the performers. Dun-
nellon Presbyterian
Church is at 20641
Chestnut St. 
� 3 p.m. — Sunday,

March 16, The U.F.
saxophone quartet,
Collision, will perform
a variety of traditional
to jazz arrangements.
The students are Ger-
ard Weber, Jordan
Jones, Michael Shine
and Gregory Snider
and are under the di-
rection of Dr. Jonathan
Helton.
� 3 p.m. Sunday,

April 27 — The Central
Florida Master Choir
will present its spring
concert, “Bernstein,
Beatles and Beyond,”
under the direction of
Dr. Hal McSwain, ac-
companied by GayLyn
Capitano, with guest
harpist Victoria Lynn
Schultz.
� 3 p.m. Sunday, May

25 — Pianist/vocalist
Renee Deuvall will
present “Music For the
Ages,” highlighting
works from classical
composers as well as
the introduction of
three new arrange-
ments of Russian 
poetry set to music. 

CHURCH NOTES Musician slated to perform

Special to the Riverland News

Acclaimed acoustic guitarist Jim
Scott will perform at 2 p.m. Saturday
at Nature Coast Unitarian Universal-
ists at 7633 N. Florida Ave., Citrus
Springs. Admission is $10 for adults
and $5 for children.

From his widely varied background,
Scott considers himself a contempo-
rary folk artist in the sense that folk
music represents people with a posi-
tive and hopeful spirit. “Folk follows a
long tradition of social commentary,”
Scott said. “It’s the voice of the people.
That’s what I like to think I’m repre-
senting.”

His musical, “The Tree and Me,” has
been staged at colleges in New York

and Michigan. He also performs for
kids and has written songs with ele-
mentary school classes. His “Big and
Little Stuff - Songs for Kids” marks his
fifth recording of original songs re-
leased on CD. He’s taught at numerous
colleges, including Oberlin College in
Ohio, and conducted workshops
throughout the country.

“My messages are of ecology and
social conscience, but also of opti-
mism,” Scott said. “I believe in the
power of song and self-expression for
change.”

For information about the concert,
call Pam at 489-3545 or Connie at 386-
334-7684.

See PASTOR page 7

CERT training sessions slated
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 B EVERLY  H ILLS  F LORIST
 L OCATED  I N    H OBSON ’ S  H ERBS  & M ORE , I NC ./ DBA

 COUPON

 SPEND $30 GET $5 OFF
 A Designers Choice Arrangement

 expires 2/28/14 • Carry Out Only

 6726 N Lecanto Hwy. •  Beverly Hills
 Formerly The Greenery between Beverly Hills and Holder

 352-489-5023



Dorothea ‘Dot’ L.
Baillargeon, 78

Dorothea L. Bail-
largeon, 78, passed away
Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, sur-
rounded by family and
friends at Gosnell Hos-
pice House after a coura-
geous battle with COPD. 

Dorothea was prede-
ceased by her husband,
John L. Baillargeon and
daughter, Andrea J. Bail-
largeon. Dorothea is sur-
vived by her children,
John Baillargeon of
Brunswick, Mary
Markrell (Richard) of In-
verness, Arthur Bail-
largeon (Suzanne) of
Walpole, N.H., Michael
Baillargeon (Gail) of Mur-
rells Inlet, S.C., Mathew
Baillargeon (Patricia) of
Dunnellon; her grand-
children, Rebecca,
Joseph, Ryan, John, Je-
remy, Mathew, Jacob, Ally,
Benjamin and Shawna;
and niece, Dorothea
Thompson of New Jersey. 

Dot, as she was known
to many was born in Port-
land and lived most of her
life in this city. She at-
tended Cathedral Gram-
mar School where she
was taught by the Sisters
of Mercy. Dot believed

that “every individual has
the potential to be good”.
She enjoyed “giving
back” and by the age of
twelve satisfied her de-
sire to help her fellow
man by starting her day
making beds and
delivering meals
to residents of the
St. Joseph Home
for Aged Women
(known to us
today as St.
Joseph’s Manor.)
Dot completed
her education at
Portland High
School where she
pursued business
courses. At the same
time, she was being pur-
sued by an admirer who
eventually took her down
the aisle to be his bride
for 48 years! 

Dot worked as a secre-
tary for a local bank until
she married and started
her large family of six
children, then worked
nights as a key punch op-
erator for many years.
Later, Dot applied for
and became administra-
tive assistant to Bishop
Proulx. This position al-
lowed Dot to spread her
wings” in many direc-
tions and “brought her

dreams full circle.” It led
to her being named to
the position as Diocesan
Direction of the Pontifi-
cal Mission Aid Soci-
eties. This was an
historic appointment be-

cause at that time
in the history of
the Catholic
Church there
were only five
women in the
United States
(three nuns and
two married
women) holding
this position. She
remained in this

position for many years
until she retired in 1990.
It was then that a
warmer climate beck-
oned Dot and her hus-
band to move to Florida. 

After Dot’s husband
passed in 2002, she re-
turned to her home city
of Portland and resided
at the Deering Pavilion,
where she formed the
Better Breathers’ Club.
She saw a need among
residents suffering with
oxygen needs due to
lung or pulmonary dis-
ease such as asthma,
chronic bronchitis and
COPD. In the last year
Dot reunited with her

childhood friend,
Phillip Christy and en-
joyed many trips and
special times together
which she spoke of
often. 

Dot said, “When I go to
bed at night” I like to
think “my day has
counted, and I look for-
ward to waking up and
doing it all over again.”
She was an unstoppable
spirit, and we were very
blessed to have had her
in our midst! 

Visitation was Wednes-
day, Feb. 12, 2014, at St.
Peter Catholic Church, 72
Federal Street., Portland,
Maine. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial followed at 
2 p.m. at the church.
Arrangements are under
the care of Advantage Fu-
neral Services, 981 For-
est Ave., Portland. Please
visit www.advantage
portland.com to sign
Dorothea’s guestbook
and to leave condolences
for the family. In lieu of
flowers, family requests
that donations be made
to your local hospice. 

There will be a Mass at
St. John's the Baptist
Catholic Church in Dun-
nellon at a date and time
to be announced.

did not know what to
do with my arms. I did
not know if I should
stand there or if I
should say something.
At the time nothing re-
ally came to mind so I
just stood there saying
nothing.

The frightening
thing about this first
hug was I could not
sleep all night long. I
had no idea what it
meant and I did not
know what I was sup-
posed to do. What
would I say to this
young lady when I met
her the next day? How
could I look her in the
eyes?

I am not sure if I
have ever gotten over
that first hug after all
these years. The thing
I did not realize at the
time was, every kiss
begins with a hug. For-
get Kay, whoever she
is.

Then, the inevitable
happened.

We had concluded
our “date,” and I took
her over to the door-
way of the dormitory
where she lived. All of
a sudden, at least from
my perspective, she
rose up on her tippy
toes and kissed me
right on the lips. Then
she turned around and
went away into the
dorm, leaving me
standing on the porch
not knowing what hap-
pened or what to do
next.

It was February and
just a week away from
Valentine’s Day. I had
my Valentine’s Day
present and my

dilemma was, what do
I now give her in re-
turn? What in the
world could ever top a
kiss?

Being a naïve young
gentleman, I did not
possess the resources
to process this sort of
problem. I had never
bought anybody a
Valentine’s Day pres-
ent in my life. What
did they really look
like?

After some soul-
searching and wallet
rumbling, I bought her
a heart-shaped box of
candy. When I pre-
sented it to her, she
was thrilled and kissed
me again. What do I
have to do now? Do I
buy her another box of
candy?

The next few hours
were rather foggy to
me and even the next
couple of days. By the
end of Valentine’s Day,
I discovered I was en-
gaged to be married
and it all started with
a hug.

The apostle Paul put
it best when he wrote,
“And now abideth
faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the
greatest of these is
charity” (1 Corinthians
13:13).

A kiss is an expres-
sion of love. It is not so
much the kiss as what
comes after that kiss; a
relationship that gets
better and better every
year.

The Rev. James L.
Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellow-
ship in Ocala. Call 
him at 866-552-2543 or
email jamessnyder2@
att.net. His website is
www.jamessnyder
ministries.com. 
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 Dunnellon 
 NEW OFFICE

 20170 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
 (352) 502-4337

 Homosassa
 5699 S. Suncoast Blvd.

 (352) 436-4393

 Inverness 
 2036 Hwy. 44 W.
 (352) 419-0763

 AUDIBEL HEARING 
 CENTERS

201320132013

 Portions of the proceeds support TRADE-INS 
 ACCEPTED!

 Get $$$ for your old hearing aids

 Tired of hearing, but
 not understanding?

 We are looking for you!

 Ocala
 2400 SW College Rd.

 (352) 533-4981

 WANTED:
 30 CANDIDATES WITH HEARING LOSS

 to try new WIRELESS Technology in Hearing Aids
 Are you, or someone you know, struggling with hearing loss? We need 30 
 people with difficulty hearing, especially in noisy situations, to evaluate the 
 latest in wireless technology from  Audibel.  We will perform thorough 
 Hearing Consultations FREE of charge to ALL callers. We will then choose 
 30 qualified candidates for this program.

 Please call immediately to schedule your evaluation to determine if 
 you are a candidate for this program.

 HUGE SAVINGS!
 Candidates selected will receive tremendous savings, due to their 
 participation.  If your evaluation shows hearing improvement with the new 
 instruments, you may  choose to retain them at terrific savings...  you 
 will get 2 for the price of one!

 Participants who choose to keep the hearing instruments will also receive 
 FREE  In-Office Maintenance  for the life of the hearing aids.

 0 %  FREE 
 FINANCING

 The only local area hearing company with the most effective Tinnitis therapy

 American Owned. American Operated.

 CURRENT
 HEARING AID WEARERS
 We do free speech discrimination 
 tests to determine if your current 
 hearing aids are actually helping 

 you understand
 (no matter where you

 purchased them)
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Dorothea ‘Dot’
L. Baillargeon

American Legion Post No. 58 hosts veterans’ dinner

Special to the Riverland News
American Legion Post No. 58 hosted veterans on Feb. 5 from Quiet Oaks Assisted Living
Center to a delicious dinner at the post. Following opening prayer and the Pledge of Alle-
giance, all veterans were introduced and thanked for their service to our country. All these
veterans served in World War II.

PASTOR
continued from page 6

WE WANT YOUR NEWS
The Riverland News seeks community news

announcmenets such as first birthdays, births,
engagements, weddings and anniversaries. 
To submit news, email Editor Jeff Bryan at 
editor@riverlandnews.com. Photos must 
be high-resolution images. Print photos 
can be scanned at our office at 20441 E. 
Pennsylvania Ave.
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   �   Grooming      �   Baths 

 20491 The Granada  •  Dunnellon
 489-0667 489-0667
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EXPERIENCE
 EXPERIENCE

Jody Weber, softball
The senior stalwart led

the Lady Tigers to three
straight victories against
Trinity Catholic, Crystal
River and West Port in the
past week. In the process,
Weber was 6-for-9 from the
plate, collecting five RBIs
with three doubles and a
home run.

Cole Fagan, wrestling
The junior 195-pounder

took first place at the 
Region 1A-1 Wrestling
Championships. Fagan,
who’s ranked fourth in his
weight class, improved his
record to 43-1 as he pre-
pares for his first appear-
ance at the Class 1A State
Wrestling Championships.

Cole 
Fagan

Jody 
Weber

DHS ATHLETES OF THE WEEK � PRESENTED BY LINDA’S HAPPY PET SPA
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Church men’s club 
to play horseshoes
The Men’s Club of

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church will
play horseshoes at 
9 a.m. Saturdays at
the church.

Horseshoes will be
provided to anyone
needing them and in-
structions in pitching,
scoring and court
maintenance will be
provided. The public
is welcome.

For information,
call 489-5954.

County schedules
disc golf seminars
Marion County Parks

and Recreation is of-
fering an introduction
to disc golf, a sport
that combines ele-
ments of Frisbee® and
traditional golf and
that emphasizes hand-
eye coordination and
low-impact fitness.
This free program is
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
the second and fourth
Saturdays monthly at
Brick City Adventure
Park at 1211 SE 22nd
Road, Ocala. 

The program is
open to residents 6
years of age and
older; participants
will receive an intro-
duction to the sport
and light technical in-
struction that in-
cludes how to putt,
drive for distance and
place the disc near
the basket. 

For information,
contact Marion
County Parks and
Recreation at 
352-671-8560 or email
parks@marioncounty
fl.org. 

United Way to host 
St. Paddy’s Day 5K
United Way of Mar-

ion County’s high
school youth program
will host a St. Patrick’s
Day 5K run/walk at 8
a.m. Saturday, March 8,
starting and ending at
downtown square to
benefit the United Way.

Entry fee is $20 prior
to Monday, March 3,
and $25 afterward.
Race forms can be
downloaded at
www.uwmc.org or par-
ticipants can register
at Active.com. 

For information, call
Katrina Ganzler at 
352-732-9696. 

Sea Cadets Corps
seeks members

Manatee Division
drills at Coast Guard
Station Yankeetown, in
Yankeetown, the sec-
ond weekend monthly. 

The Sea Cadets are
for youths, ages 13
through 17 years old.
There is also a Navy
League Cadet unit for
youths, ages 11
through 13 years old.

For information,
visit www.manatee
div.org or call Todd
Dunn, commanding of-
ficer, at 352-212-5473 
or tdunn@manatee
div.org.

SPORTS BRIEFS

FFA helps forge career path for Dunnellon junior

Savanna Walker knows
where she is headed after
high school, and her in-
volvement with agricul-
ture class and FFA has
helped her decide that
path.

“FFA has definitely
helped me discover my
passion and choice of ca-
reer as a veterinarian,”
said Walker, a junior and
three-year member of

FFA. “I joined because I
love agriculture, espe-
cially livestock. I hoped to
gain knowledge about ani-
mals and growing crops.”

That’s just part of what
Walker says she has
gained from her experi-
ences. She also empha-
sized that it was so much
more than that. 

“I’ve developed impor-
tant social skills that I
would have never had the
opportunity to learn 

Walker wants to be a veterinarian� Editor’s Note:
The Southeastern
Youth Fair will be
from Feb. 23 to
March 2. During
the next few
weeks, the River-
land News will
feature youths
participating in
the event, which
will be at the
Marion County
Livestock Pavil-
ion at 2232 NE
Jacksonville 
Road in Ocala.

BECCA FRECHETTE
For the Riverland News

See WALKER page 12

BECCA FRECHETTE/For the Riverland News 
Dunnellon High junior Savanna Walker poses with
her steer, Buddy, who she will show at the SEYF.

Book
Fair

ends
Friday
Friday will be

the last day of
the DMS Spring

Book
Fair.
Par-
ents, if
you
haven’t
visited
the
book
fair
yet,
stop by
Build-

ing No. 1 to obtain a
visitor’s badge so you
may check out all the
great titles and items
on this last day of the
book fair in the Media
Center. The book fair
is open from 9 a.m.
until noon. We hope
you will have time to
stop in and find just
the right items for
your readers.

It is not too late for
our DMS students to
send a Valentine’s
Day carnation to a
friend or special
someone while help-
ing support the DMS
FFA with its
fundraiser. Carna-
tions are $1 each and
you will be giving
more than a flower;
you will be giving
someone a big smile
on Valentine’s Day.

There will be no
school throughout
Marion County on
Monday in obser-
vance of President’s
Day. 

Dunnellon Middle
School basketball
teams will have two
home games this
week. Both the girls
and boys teams will
host Fort McCoy on
Wednesday followed

PRINCIPAL’S
OFFICE

Delbert
Smallridge

DMS 
Principal

See BOOK page 11

DHS grapplers, Fagan, Perrotta, aim for top-six finish

If Cole Fagan and Alan Per-
rotta have anything to do with it,
the two Tiger grapplers would
like to put Dunnellon on the map
and make their mark at the Class
1A State Wrestling Champi-
onships on Friday and Saturday
at the Lakeland Civic Center.

The pair represents 50 percent
of the Marion County contin-
gency who will compete at the
state tournament this weekend,
where the best-of-the-best will
take to the mats in the two-day
event. The top six placers will
earn a coveted spot on the medal
stand. All told, the 14 weight
brackets feature the top 16
wrestlers in their respective

weight classes. 
“It’s medal or bust,” Farris said

about his two grapplers. “They
have the ability to achieve it and
reach that medal stand.”

Dunnellon coach Jeff Farris
believes his two wrestlers have
done well this season, but they
all know the “work isn’t done.”
The ninth-year coach is eager to
see Fagan and Perrotta reach the
medal stand, which would be a
first for a Tiger grappler since
Carl Jackson placed sixth in the
140-pound class three years ago.
All told, Dunnellon hasn’t had a
wrestler capture an individual
state title since Bobby Gonzales
won it all in 2005 competing at
152 pounds.

For Fagan, the third-year
wrestler has enjoyed a breakout

season. Overall, the junior is
ranked fourth in the state in the
195-pound weight division in
Class 1A. Fagan, who’s also a
standout on the football field, en-
ters the state championships
with a 43-1 mark; however, he’s
one of four grapplers in his class
with one loss on the season.  

The offspring of Kevin Fagan,
who was a part of a NCAA cham-
pionship team with the Univer-
sity of Miami as well as two Super
Bowl titles with the San Fran-
cisco 49ers in the late 1980s, said
a key in his improvement this
season was competing throughout
the summer. In addition, Cole
said his father has played a sig-
nificant role in his conditioning.
Unlike his sophomore year when

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Dunnellon High’s Cole Fgan brings his teammate, Alan Perrotta to the mat in a headlock as the
pair began their preperations for the Class 1A State Wrestling Championships, which will be
Friday and Saturday at the Lakeland Civic Center. The top-six placers, in their respective weight
classes, earn medals. Fagan competes at 195 pounds while Perrotta wrestles at 285 pounds.

Dunnellon’s
Desmond Fra-

zier watches
as Citrus’ Zach
Saxer flips the
ball to a team-

mate in the
second half of
Friday night’s

District 5A-6
Championship

game in 
Crystal River.

MATT PFIFFNER/
Riverland News 

See MEDAL page 12

Tigers fall to Citrus, 69-63, in title game

CRYSTAL RIVER — If
you focus on Citrus’ tal-
ented core of players and
impressive record, you
might overlook the strug-
gle it’s endured for its

successes this year. In
Friday’s District 5A-6
championship game,
three days after the Hur-
ricanes narrowly
knocked off Lecanto,
Dunnellon made sure
CHS would have to, once
again, earn its accolades. 

Without fouled-out
team leader Devin Pryor
for the final 4:37 of play,
the ’Canes played even
with the Tigers for the
second half in holding on
for a thrilling 69-63 boys
basketball victory in the
Crystal River High

School gym.
With the win, Citrus

earned itself a home
game against District 5A-
5 runner-up Lake Weir
for Thursday’s regional
quarterfinal round,
while Dunnellon will
play at 7 p.m. today at
Gainesville Eastside.

DHS will play tonight at Gainesville Eastside
SEAN ARNOLD

For the Riverland News

See TIGERS page 9

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News



Art classes back at
Romeo Elementary
Jo Love is so happy to

be “home” with her stu-
dents at Romeo Elemen-
tary School. She has
missed you all so much.
You have wonderful
manners and curious
minds, what more could
your art teacher want?

Autumn Chervenack
and Onesti Ryan won art
awards for their “tag
art” designs Jan. 25 at
the Appleton Museum of
Fine Art in Ocala. Con-
gratulations girls, you
represented the arts of
Romeo so well.

Love will send home
a lot of artwork in the
next few weeks, both
from the coming nine
weeks and the first
nine-week grading pe-
riod. Parents, we hope
you celebrate the arts
with your children; it is
such an important part
of a total education and
mental growth.

Students will have
some of their art dis-
played at Brannen
Bank in Dunnellon in
late February and in
April at the superinten-
dent’s office in Ocala.

Keep your children
drawing and their imag-
inations growing.
Church collecting Box

Tops for Education
The Altar and Rosary

Society of St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church
will continue to collect
Box Tops for Education
and Campbell Soup
UPC labels for one of
the local schools here
in Dunnellon. Box tops
and labels can be
dropped off at the
church office or put in
the container in the
church narthax. For in-
formation, call 489-5954.

It initially appeared the
second-seeded ’Canes (25-
2) would have an easier
time with Dunnellon (16-
10), which split with Cit-
rus in the regular season
and won the coin toss for
the top seed. Mostly with-
out junior Sam Franklin,
who sat out the opening
quarter over disciplinary
reasons stemming from
Tuesday’s 64-62 semifinal
win, Citrus jumped to a
30-14 advantage midway
into the second quarter,
behind a trio of 3s by
Pryor and 12 early points
and five steals by junior
Desmond Franklin. 

But with some short-
possession misses by Cit-
rus and a couple of
3-pointers from junior
Desmond Frazier and
sophomore Darion Baker,
the Tigers cut the lead to
34-30 with 22 seconds re-
maining in the half.

“As can happen,” CHS
head coach Tom Dens-
more said, “the lead went
away really fast. We just
had to gather ourselves at
halftime and say we’re
still up six and the second
quarter’s behind us. It was
hard to get breathing
room. Dunnellon just kept
coming at us.

“I thought both teams
played better than they
did in both of our previous
games,” added Densmore,
whose team defeated
DHS by 18 at home in Jan-
uary. “I don’t remember
playing them in a game
like that this year, where
we were both at the top of
our game.”

While the Tigers,
thanks in large part to the
ferocious rebounding ef-
forts of junior Andre Hair-
ston (21 boards, 19 points),
did prevent Citrus from

stringing together any
fierce rallies for the re-
mainder, they stayed at
least two possessions be-
hind for all but 10 seconds
of the second half, after a
Frazier free throw made it
60-57 with 3:30 to play. 

“You can’t spot a 24-2
team 14 points,” said DHS
head coach Travis Licht,
referring to Citrus’ 25-11
lead early in the second
quarter. “We dug our-
selves into a little bit of a
hole, and we spent the
whole game trying to dig
out of it. 

“I’m proud of our guys.
They played as hard as
they could, and they
played really well. As long
as we’re playing at a high
level this time of the year,
we always have a chance.”

Desmond Franklin
guarded his cousin Fra-
zier for most of the game,
but had to go to the bench
for a stretch in the fourth
— and played more cau-
tious defense late in the
game — after getting his

fourth foul. Frazier fin-
ished with a team-high 26
points off of four 3s, while
Desmond Franklin, later
forced to take over at
point for Pryor, had 22.

“Everything runs
through Devin,” Franklin
said. “He sparks our team.
I had never played that
role before, but you’ve got
to do what you’ve got to
do.”

Despite not finishing
the game, Pryor, also a
cousin of Frazier’s and
both Franklins, paced
everyone with 28 points.
He said his teammates as-
sured him after he fouled
out.

“Sam (Franklin) told
me, ‘we’re not leaving you
with a loss,’ and he meant
it,” Pryor said. “I told Dez
(Franklin) that (Dunnel-
lon’s) not going to stop him
when he penetrates, so he
just needed to keep 
driving.”

Shortly before fouling
out, Pryor gave his team a
60-48 lead, its biggest of

the second half, on a soft
lay-in.

“I think people look at
our record and think we
just kind of sailed
through the season,”
said Densmore, putting
his team’s champi-
onship in perspective.
“But we’ve had adversity
all over the place. We
started the season with
no football players, and
then we’re still without
Sam (Franklin until Jan-
uary). Then, when Sam
comes back, (senior)
Mitchell Ellis breaks his
ankle two games later.
Then we wrap it all up
by losing the coin toss
(for the seeding).

“And then tonight, we
go the first quarter with-
out Sam and most of the
fourth quarter without
Devin (Pryor). But it
seems like a different
guy rises to the occasion
every time. We’ve fought
through everything.
Nothing’s been handed
to us.” 

With little fanfare, the
Marion County Commis-
sion on Tuesday ap-
proved putting a
property tax issue to
fund local schools on the
November ballot.

The 1-mill levy would
be used to “help fund art,
music, library and P.E.
programs along with
p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s
(teacher assistants) and
vocational assistants,”
according to a fact sheet
put out by the School
Board.

George Tomyn, school
superintendent, told
commissioners that it
was expected to raise 
$14 million per year. 

According to the fact
sheet, it could also help
hire more teachers to
help meet class-size 
requirements.

The resolution that
was passed was sent in
by Beverly Morris,
School Board attorney. It
was adopted by that
board on Jan. 14.

In addition, the resolu-
tion authorizes creation
of an independent citi-
zens financial oversight
committee.

School Board Chair-
man Bobby James also
appeared at the meeting
with Tomyn.

Afterward, Tomyn said
school officials were
ready to start a push to
get the measure passed. 
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Dr. Gonzalez & Staff 
are excited to 

announce the return 
of Carolina Dentures 
to Dunnellon in their 

original location.

10710 US 41, Dunnellon, FL 34432
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 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 
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School
tax plan
gets OK
for ballot

Tomyn

JIM CLARK
For the Riverland News

TIGERS
continued from page 8

MATT PFIFFNER/For the Riverland News
Dunnellon’s Rico Rosario, front, and Desmond Frazier grab a rebound away
from Sam Franklin of Citrus late in the fourth quarter Friday night in Crys-
tal River.
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story of how they first
met. 

Their bond continued
to grow as they lived in
the same neighborhood
in Munhall, Pa., and
their families knew
each other. The young
couple went to the
same school, in the
same homeroom and
graduated together.
Donna decided to be-
come a Munhall Indi-
ans mascot so she could
go on the bus with the
band, because Gene
was “the big handsome
drummer.”

“I don’t understand
why she liked that I was
a drummer,” Gene
joked, “because she
keeps telling me to beat
it.”

Two years after grad-
uation, the couple mar-
ried on Nov. 10, 1951,
and they are still sweet-
hearts. They contribute
their long-lasting rela-
tionship to a sense of
humor and being best
friends to each other.

“The only argument
we have is about the
toilet paper,” Donna
said.

Another couple cele-
brating their 62nd an-
niversary this month is
Jack and Gale Theisen.
They knew each other
only three months be-
fore Jack proposed
while dancing on the
dance floor.

“I already had the
ring from the (military)
PX,” Jack remembered.
“We were dirt poor, but
we didn’t know it.”

Two months later,
they were married, but
it almost didn’t happen.
Their wedding day
started with a few
mishaps. Gale had bor-
rowed a wedding dress
from a friend and at the
last moment the zipper
broke and “I had to use
safety pins to hold the
dress together.”

Then, the singer for
the ceremony couldn’t
make it and Gale was
devastated. Gale sings
beautifully, music is a
good part of her life
and she wanted her
good friend to sing at
her wedding. Her fu-
ture husband suggested
they “just get some-
one”.

“I didn’t want some
stranger singing at my
wedding, when I
wanted my friend to
sing,” Gale said. “It took
me a while to get over
that one, but I’ve
learned not to let the
little things get in the
way of my deep abiding
love for him.”

After the delays, the
wedding took place.
Fifty years later, Jack
decided to give Gale a
new ring to replace the
one from the PX. This
ring has five diamonds,
one diamond for each
decade of marriage and
for the five children
they had.

“Jack wanted me to
only wear the new ring
because it made the en-
gagement ring look so
small” Gale said. “I did
that for a year. Now I
wear both rings.”

The couple moved
from Miami to this area
in 1996 where they met
Donna and Gene. Both
couples clicked imme-
diately. They are all the
same age, both married
62 years, the men
worked for the airlines,
but not the same one,
and their children went
to the same school.
They met at a Catholic
Church and their
friendship started. Now
they do almost every-
thing together from
cruising to volunteering
at the church and
everything in between.

“We are the same age,
have the same values
and the same anniver-
sary,” Jack said. “We all
believe that a good
solid marriage is to
have good Christian
values.”

Don and Frances
Meehan are another
couple that believe it is
important to have a
strong faith to survive
marriage. Although
they married in St.
John the Evangelist
Catholic Church in War-
renton, Va., Frances
was not a Catholic and

didn’t become one until
two years later. 

“My family and I
never joined any
church until I met
Don,” Frances said.
“Now the church is
very important to us.
We have gone back to
St. John’s for our 50th
and 60th anniversary
celebration.”

Don was a career U.S.
Army guy when the cute
couple first met at the
USO and they have
been together for more
than 60 years. They
both agree that love, pa-
tience and to always be
companionable is very
important for a 
marriage. 

“I took a country girl
and showed her the
world,” Don said about
his 20-year career in
the military. “We were
only separated for one
year, while I was in
Vietnam, during our
whole marriage. Being
together has always
been a priority with
us.”

The secret for a suc-
cessful marriage for
Helen and Charles
Herr is to be tolerant of
each other and their
ups and downs. Talking
to Charles for a minute
it is obvious, with his
quick wit, that laughter
is very important to
them.

“I laugh quite a bit,”
Charles said. “But she
does, too.”

When Helen first met
her husband, he was
shy and she is not sure
what has happened.

“He was so shy when
we met. It was later that
he got goofy,” Helen said
with a laugh. “We were
really in love with one
another and still are.” 

They were married at
St. Elizabeth Catholic
Church in Baltimore,
Md., 61 years ago and
are still involved in the
church.

The church in Sum-
merville, Mass., is
where Mario and Ann
Patacchiola first met al-
most 70 years ago. He
had just come home
from boot camp for a
week and went to
church to see his stu-
dents from Sunday
School when he met his
future bride. Although
Mario taught 10th grade
and Ann had the sec-
ond-graders, they didn’t
meet until he came
home on leave. She
sent him letters while
he was in the U.S. Navy
and they were married
about a year later. 

“When we were
younger we had a lot of
arguments, but now we
have learned to com-
promise,” Ann said.
“Now we do everything
together. He even takes
me to my hair appoint-
ments and we go gro-
cery shopping after.”

The next couple had
a very unusual start to
their courtship.

Bob and Sonja Ander-
son were both at the
same party, only he
came with a date and
she doesn’t even re-
member him being
there. 

“I was with another
girl at the party when I
spotted Sonja, a blue-
eyed-blonde,” Bob
fondly remembered.
“The lights went on and
the fireworks have
been going on ever
since.”

It took Bob about a
month to break up with
the other girl and get
his affairs in order be-
fore he asked Sonja for
a date, which she ac-
cepted. After a couple
of years of “going
steady,” they got mar-
ried 60 years ago in her
sister’s home on Staten
Island, N.Y. On their
50th anniversary, they
renewed their vows at
an Elvis Presley Chapel
in Las Vegas.

“We get along and
don’t make waves,”
Sonja said. “We both
give more than 50 per-
cent to the marriage
and it all comes out
even.”

Jack and Cecile Har-
rison also had a unique
meeting before they
married more than 68
years ago. He was sta-
tioned at Fort Devens,
near the little French
town of Gardner, Mass.,
and walked past her

AUGIE SALZER/Riverland News
Jack Theisen, left and his wife, Gale, right, and Gene Harvey, sitting, and his wife, Donna, standing
in back, pose in Gene’s classic Ford Mustang. Both couples have been married 62 years.

Bernard & Kathryn Sammons Sr.

Kenneth & Jeanette Kouba

Bernard and Kathryn Sammons Sr.
will celebrate their 65th anniversary
April 17. The couple married April 17,
1949, which was Easter Sunday that
year, at the “old” Methodist Church in
Dunnellon. The couple celebrated
their honeymoon at Silver Springs in
Ocala where their picture, above, was
taken. They first met at Dunnellon
High School. The Sammons’ first date
was on Kathryn’s front porch swing.
According to Bernard “Bunny” Sam-
mons, he knew she was the one,
“when I first laid eyes on her.” Bunny
courted his bride-to-be on his bicycle
because he didn’t own a car yet. The
couple had six children, five of whom
are still living.

Jack & Cecile Harrison 

Jack and Cecile Harrison also had a
unique meeting before they married
more than 68 years ago. He was sta-
tioned at Fort Devens, near the little
French town of Gardner, Mass., and
walked past her house every
evening. They talked and talked and
eventually got to know one another. 

“Everything in the town was
French — the stores, the church, the
papers, advertising and all the peo-
ple were French,” Jack said. “Fortu-
nately, she learned English in
school.”

He was then shipped overseas to
Germany, but Cecile wrote to him
twice a day. She was out fishing
when Jack returned three years later. 

“When I knocked on the door her
father took me to where she was
fishing,” he said. “When I found her
we just hung on each other.”

One month later, they were mar-
ried and honeymooned in Canada so
he could meet her aunts and uncles.

Kenneth and Jeanette Kouba meet in
high school while living in Millville,
Ohio.  Their first date was at a bur-
lesque show in Cincinnati. Kenneth
knew “she was the one when he saw
her” standing at the top of the stairs at
school. They were married June 29,
1946, at Jeanette’s parent’s home in
Millville, Ohio.

See LOVE page 15

LOVE
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Dunnellon Middle School
Second Quarter Honor Roll

All A’s 
Sixth Grade: Kendall Neu-
mann and Enoch Torres. 
Seventh Grade: Yisiara
Aguirre, Mandy Bernstein,
Kairin Bonilla, Tiana Joyner,
Madisyn Leeds and Kendal
Waldrop. 
Eighth Grade: Kayla Gandy,
Darby Langworthy, Chandler
Neal, Chantal Ruiz, Timothy
Vieira, Trevor Vonseggern and
Emily Weaver. 

“A/B” 
Sixth Grade: Jessica Alexan-
der, Tia Ard, Samantha Bag-
danovich, Ally Baillargeon,
Noelle Beyer, Nathaniel Car-
roll-Douglas, Alexa Castilla,
Samantha Chamberlain,
Katelynn Clarke, Keziah Cre-
spo, Emily Fowler,
Gweneviere Ivie, Alianna La-
combe, Haley Ladeau, Re-
becca Lambert, Michael
Livingston, Faith McNelly,
Kendazya Moore, Sandro
Munoz, Gabrielle Munro,
Faith Murphy, Christopher
O’Brien, Isaac Pacheco, Jamie
Pena Munoz, Mary Powell,
Kenneth Richardson, Gabriel
Rodriguez, Kaylie Rodriguez,
Amber Vonseggern and
Logan White. 
Seventh Grade: Zachary
Bones, Mary Caprio, Amber
Dudley, Lateisha Edwards,
Yoander Ferrer, Christian
Gamache, Idette Garcia Her-
nandez, Matalyn Gibbs,
Charles Hill, Noah Hilliard,
Brandon Jaglal, Hessten
LaRose, Obed Lopez, Sayra
Loya, David McDearmid, Re-
beca Munoz, Connor Neal,
Beatrice Ortega, Cielo
Palomo Melendrez, Biridiana
Perez-Sanchez, Erin Robin-
son, Luz Sanchez-Sotelo,
Mason Sereda, Caroline
Shank and Joel Shelton.
Eighth Grade: Cody Cara-
ballo, Rayanna Carlisle, Eliza-
beth Centeno, Carly
Chinners, Alicia Colon, Angie
Diaz, Eduardo Escalante,
Robert Farnell, Daisy Franco,
Jacob Hicks, Cierra Lyons,
Brandon Martin, Julia Mar-
tini, Alexzandria McCrae,
Hanna Mello, Tyler NeSmith,
Emily Newsom, Heather Noll,
Lindsay Reddick, Danielle
Rodriguez, Michael Santiago,
Adrienne Sikora, Kimberly
Singleton, Chariyah Smith,
Kaylah Starks and Londyn
Swanson. 

Romeo Elementary School
Second Quarter Honor Roll

All A’s
Third Grade: James Dixon,
Aubrey Hewett, Melissa Hill,
Conner Hrovat, Angela
Jaimes, Joceline Jurado,
Christian Morgan, Elizabeth

Muniz, Madisyn Smith,
Samantha Tweedy and TJ
Watts.
Fourth Grade: Andrea Ab-
bott, Gissell Cardoso, Natalie
Carter, Saul Chacon, Anaya
Ferrell, Hailey Grossi, Malorie
Hagenhoff, Alexis Hiers,
Chandler Hiers, Delaney
LaMon, Peter Reich, Jazmine
Stapleton and Jordan Vining.
Fifth Grade: Rhett Bradham,
Teegan Eversole, Erik Garratt,
Roman Gonzalez, Preston
Tyler Mills, Calista Neal,
Michael Obear, Ashleigh
Palmer, Erick Romero-Lopez
and Joseph Santiago.

“A/B”
Third Grade: Carlos Aguirre,
Jerry Aguirre, Nikkita Baker,
Shyam Kane Baldeo, Isabella
Chandler, Robert Cherve-
nack, Madison Clark, Alaina
Corbitt, Kailey Fowler,
Miguel Garcia, Karen Garcia-
Martinez, Claritze Gonzalez,
Isabella Gonzalez, Satilla
Harris, Landon Hitt, Jesse
Holcomb, Garrett Howell,
Kindred James, Kayla Jarrell,
Hernan Jurado, Abbigale
Kosek, Chase Letien, Juan
Lopez, Faith Marra, David
Miranda, Marcial Munoz,
Yanet Palomo-Barragan,
Brandon Peterson, A.D.
Pittman, Ava Rieck, Journey
Ryan, Candice Soutar,
Yaquelin Trejo-Antonio, Dil-
lan Verzaal, Bohde Wood and
Roy Wyckoff.
Fourth Grade: Josue Al-
varado, Sully Anderson,
Caleb Beville, Kennedy
Brown, Elyssa Caro, Aisling
Chico Garcia, Darrien
Decker, Destiny Gonzalez,
Stephani Hurd, Zela Jett, Chi-
tra Kalika, Kasey Lemanski,
Sheyla Martinez, Cadence
McNelly, Megan Mills-Ajello,
Anibal Munoz, Solis Palomo-
Melendez, Victoria Peterson,
Cynthia Saldana, Shelby
Smith, Miranda Snyder, Jas-
mine Torres, Nayeli Vargas
and Bethany Vaughn.
Fifth Grade: Alexis Appleby,
Adrianna Anglemyer,
Manuel Betancourt, Avery
Braden, Jhony Castro, Sabas-
tian Chapman, Autumn
Chervenack, Jade Deonath,
Jonas Duncan, Melody
Dunne, Jacqueline Enriquez,
Elias Erickson, Kevin Ferrell,
Morgan Heil, Cesar Hernan-
dez, Chad Holland, Matthew
Brycen Hunt, Bayleigh John-
son, Jacqueline Jurado,
Jacqueline Lemanski,
Marisol Magana Lugo
Aguirre, Gabriel Martinez,
Sarah Ortiz, Nick Place,
Michael Rey, Onesti Ryan,
Paul Shelton, Bridgett
Strong, Anthony Velez and
Sam Wryals.

on Thursday with a visit
from Howard Middle
School. The girls play at
4:30 p.m. each day with
the boys to follow at 5:30.
Admission is free. 

The DMS sixth-grade
field trip to Silver River
Museum & Environmen-
tal Educational Center
will be Friday, Feb. 21.
Admission for each stu-
dent will be paid by 
DMS using Title 1 funds.
Eligibility requirements
include: sixth-grade stu-
dents who wish to go on
the field trip must have
no more than one unex-
cused absence from 
Jan. 28 through Feb. 20
and return the com-
pleted parent permis-
sion form to their
homeroom teacher. 

Parents, please note
that the day at the Silver
River Museum is 
devoted to school 
students only.

Silver River Knap-In
Festival offers students
a unique hands-on look
at history. Students will
meet and view expert
flint knappers at work
as they create and shape
stone tools; meet ar-
chaeologists, potters,
hide tanners, bow mak-
ers and other specialists
of prehistoric skills as
they demonstrate and
discuss these ancient
skills. Students will also
enjoy watching archery,
tomahawk and atlatl
dart throwing — a tool
that uses leverage to
achieve greater velocity
in dart throwing. We
know the students will
enjoy this day-trip into
the past.

Interim reports will be
issued Friday, Feb. 28.
We would like to remind
our parents and stu-
dents that Dunnellon
Middle School offers
free tutoring with morn-
ing and afternoon ses-
sions. Thanks to DMS
being a Title 1 school,
we have the funds avail-
able to offer this excep-
tional academic tool to
all students who want
assistance with any of
their core subjects. We

request a parent permis-
sion form be completed
for your student to at-
tend tutoring with our
highly qualified 
instructors. 

Feb. 28 is also the
deadline to enter your
futuristic drawing of
what a healthy school
breakfast will look like
in 3014. Forms for the
art contest entitled,
“School Breakfast in
3014,” sponsored by the
DMS Café and the Mar-
ion County Food and
Nutrition Department
are at the front desk in
Building No. 1.

We invite our creative
and talented young peo-
ple to come up with
their vision of what a
healthy school lunch
will look like in 3014.
Submit your drawings to
Cindy Guile, cafeteria
manager. Local winners
will have their drawing

move on to the national
contest. The contest is in
preparation of the Na-
tional School Breakfast
Week Celebration, slated
fro March 3 through
March 7. 

The 2013-14 Yearbook
pre-sale will run
through March 21. Year-
books cost $30 during
pre-sale. After pre-sale,
the cost will increase to
$35. The DMS yearbook
staff  — YERDs — have
created an exciting 92-
page color yearbook
with a custom cover.

Yearbooks are ex-
pected to arrive for dis-
tribution in late May. A
limited number of extra
yearbooks will be or-
dered, so order yours
during the pre-sale, and
save $5.

In May, yearbooks will
cost $35 and will be sold
on a first-come, first-
served basis and a lim-

ited number will be
placed on order. If you
would like to place a
dedication ad in the
yearbook, there is still
time. For information,
call 465-6720.

Parents of sixth-grade
students, if your child re-
ceived a recommenda-
tion letter in November
and December for a fol-
low-up with an eye doc-
tor, pediatrician or
dietician with his/her
health screening, please
return the parental reply.

If your child has al-
ready been seen for a
medical evaluation, just
mark the reply section
found at the bottom of
the school screening re-
sult form and return it to
the DMS Clinic. This fol-
low-up is part of your
child’s permanent health
record. For questions or
information, call the
DMS nurse at 465-6795.
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HONOR ROLLS
Thrift Shop makes donation to DMS

Photo by Joann McCullough

Delbert Smallridge, center, principal
of Dunnellon Middle School, received
donation checks on behalf of the
school Feb. 7 from the women of the
Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop.
Sue Plummer, left, of the Thrift Shop
Donation Committee learned of the
school’s field trip plans beginning the
next couple of weeks and was given a
rundown of costs, which include
lunches, admissions, gas and drivers
for buses. Smallridge has made it a
goal to take all the middle school

classes to either the Silver River Mu-
seum with its special Knapp-In exhibi-
tion or to Silver Springs State Park this
year. The school also has a new music
department director with an almost
nonexistent budget. The Thrift Shop
ladies conducted a vote, decided and
presented a $499 check toward field
trip and/or miscellaneous expenses
and a $499 check to be given to the
music department to be used at the
director’s discretion. Also pictured is
Barbara Hayes, Thrift Shop treasurer. 

BOOK
continued from page 8



An offense clicking on all cylinders
early in the season has propelled the
Dunnellon High School softball team
to a 3-0 record with impressive victo-
ries against Trinity Catholic and
Crystal River, a District 5A-6 rival.

The Lady Tigers most recent win
came Monday against Ocala West
Port in which Dunnellon pummeled
the Wolf Pack, 15-3, in five innings.
Senior Courtney Pike led the Lady
Tigers offensive attack, notching two
RBIs. Natasha and Isabella Pierro as
well as Ele Goodloe and Michelle
Ruiz had one RBI each. Senior
Courtney Heinritz had three hits and

senior Jody Weber had two hits to
pace the Lady Tigers’ 16-hit attack.

Natasha Pierro kept the West Port
offense in check throughout during
her complete game performance.
She allowed two hits and no earned
runs while striking out five batters
and walking just one.

On Friday, Dunnellon toppled the
Lady Pirates, 11-6, behind the solid
offensive performances of Weber,
who was 2-for-3 with a double and a
home run as well as Heinritz, Chest-
nut, Kelly Howard and Kasey Bern-
stein who also had two hits apiece.

In the Lady Tigers’ season-opener
Feb. 4 against Trinity Catholic, Dun-
nellon dispatched the Celtics, 19-5.
Weber and Goodloe paced the Lady

Tigers with three RBIs each while
Howard, Bernstein, Ruiz and Hein-
ritz drove in two runs apiece. 

Natasha Pierro pitched four in-
nings of relief to record the victory.
She didn’t yield a hit while allowing
two unearned runs. She struck out
seven and walked two. Vanessa Her-
nandez started for the Lady Tigers,
pitching two innings while allowing
one earned run and two hits, while
striking out two and walking two.

Dunnellon will play at 6 p.m. today
against North Marion at home and at
6 p.m. Friday at Crystal River in a re-
match with the Lady Pirates. The
Lady Tigers also play at 7 p.m. Mon-
day at West Port and at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 19, at Lake Weir.

he felt tired, or “gassed,”
that hasn’t been the case
this year.

“I do love wrestling,” he
said, explaining he and
his father lift weights in
the morning and work on
agility drills to make him
quicker on his feet. “My
dad is pretty into
(wrestling). He doesn’t
know as much about it as
some of the other sports
he’s involved with, but he
really enjoys it and has
been a great supporter.”

Coming from such an
athletic family — his sis-
ters, Kasey, Sami and
Haley were a part of the
Lady Tigers softball team
which won back-to-back
state championships and
a national title in 2010 —
is often tough.

“It’s hard, at times,
being from an athletic
family,” said Cole, who
won the Region 1A-2 title.
“When people realize who
my family is, the expecta-
tions are higher. But I
don’t worry about it, I just
want to be Cole.”

Farris praised Cole’s ef-
forts this season as well as
his work ethic and leader-
ship.

“He’s athletic, he’s
gifted in that he can pick
things up very quickly,”
Farris said. “He comes
from a great family;
they’re all athletic.”

The fourth of six chil-
dren for the Fagan family,
Cole said he’s not looking
ahead to potential oppo-
nents; opting instead to
focus on simply who’s
next.

“I just need to focus on
the match at hand and

how I wrestle,” he ex-
plained. “If I wrestle my
style and don’t worry
about the other person’s
style, I think I’ll be al-
right.”

Cole knows his athleti-
cism is an attribute.

“This is the hardest
sport I’ve ever done,” he
explained, adding he
would consider competing
at the collegiate level if
the opportunity presents
itself, but playing college
football is his No. 1 goal.
“The competition in
wrestling and football are
completely different.
Here, it’s all on you and
how you perform. Winning
in wrestling, as an individ-
ual, is very rewarding,
very satisfying.”

His lone regret about
wrestling is not having
started sooner. Cole said
his brother, Jack, began
competing last year, but
did not wrestle this year.

“I wish I would’ve
started when I was
younger, I really love it,”
said Cole, whose first-
round opponent will be
Brad Grundy, a sopho-
more Berkley Prep who
posted a 24-6 record this
season. “Wrestling has be-

come a big conversation
in our house.”

Perrotta, too, is enjoying
a breakout campaign in
this, his final season in
prep wrestling. He said
qualifying for the state
tournament “feels really
good.”

“It’s very rewarding,
said Perrotta, who fin-
ished fourth at the Region
1A-2 tournament in the
285-pound weight class. “I
wasn’t sure I was going to
make it this year, because
it is tough.”

Perrotta certainly has a
tough task in the opening
round as he’ll square off
against Jamal Fiffer (35-1),
a senior from University
Christian in Jacksonville,
and the top-ranked 285-
pounder in Class 1A. 

“Coach and I share the
same philosophy: anyone
can be beaten on any
given day,” Perrotta said.
“I cannot worry about his
record and his ranking. I
can control what I do. I
have stay focused and
avoid messing up.”

Perrotta, who’s posted
an impressive 32-7 mark
in his second season, said
wrestling has been enjoy-
able.

“It’s fun; it takes hard
work and determination,”
he said, crediting Cole
with his improvement. “I
have to wrestle against
him every day, and he def-
initely pushes you to be
better. He’s been a lot of
help this year.”

The two-day tourna-
ment is standard with its
features, meaning two
losses and a wrestler is
out. To advance to the sec-
ond day and remain in
medal contention, a grap-
pler has to win two
matches on the opening
day of the tournament. If a
participant reaches the
semifinals in the winner’s
bracket, they’re guaran-
teed of at least a top-six
finish and a place on the
podium.

“It would be the icing
on the cake to accomplish
that feat,” Perrotta admit-
ted. “I certainly hope to
be there by the end of Sat-
urday night.” 

before,” she 
explained.

For the past two
years, Walker has
shown pigs at the
Southeastern Youth
Fair. “My interest is
more directed toward
larger animals, so this
year I am showing a
steer,” Walker said,
noting his name is
Buddy. “He is a 1300-
pound puppy dog.” 

Buddy is a Charo-
lais, a breed originat-
ing in France and
introduced to the U.S.
in the 1940s. The
breed is known for
producing meat that
has less fat.

“My favorite thing
about him is his per-
sonality,” Walker ex-
plained. “One day, I
was feeding Buddy,
and he was lying down,
so I went over next to
him and started
scratching his belly.
Well, he must have en-
joyed it because he
rolled over on his side,
extending his legs all
the way out. Now
every time I work with
him, he expects to be
scratched all over.”

While Walker has

immensely enjoyed
raising Buddy, she ad-
mits that balancing her
responsibilities was
difficult. 

“There were some
sacrifices that I had to
make, but that’s all a
part of growing up and
learning how to place
my priorities,” she
said. “My favorite
thing about FFA is
having the opportunity
to expand my knowl-
edge beyond the class-
room. The biggest
challenge I faced this
year with FFA was
managing time.”

As far as becoming a
veterinarian, Walker
has been doing her re-
search, looking at col-
leges and require-
ments and asking a lot
of questions. 

“I talk to my vet fre-
quently and always ask
a ton of questions for
advice,” Walker said,
noting she’ll graduate
in 2015 and likely
move to Gainesville or
Texas. “My dream col-
lege is Texas A&M;
however, UF is much
closer to my family.”

Wherever she goes,
Walker knows she
wants to go out and see
new places and meet
new people. 
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Call Darlene
352-489-2731
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 8602 SW Hwy. 200 • Ste. D
 ONE BOOTH AVAILABLE

 352-861-2001

 O PEN  M ONDAY  - 
 S ATURDAY Let Our Experience Create a Style for You!
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 LOOK! We’re Excited that
 Lori A. Romero

 (Formerly of Great Clips)
 HAS JOINED OUR TEAM

 26+ Years as a Stylist
 Specializing in Cuts, Perms and color

 Shades of Beauty Shades of Beauty

 GREG’S ALUMINUM
 “Pleasing people in Marion County

 since 1982”
 • Pool Enclosure Rescreens

 • Vinyl & Acrylic Windows
 • Garage Door Screens

 • Vinyl Ceilings & Much More

 465-0371
 746-6663

 Lic. & Ins.   Comp #2038 - MC3656

 ALUMINUM 
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 KEN - HANDY
HANDYMAN  LLC

 • Cabinets
 • Counter Tops
 • Drywall 
 • Painting
 • Tile

 (352) 465-2631
 License #L04000014330

 HANDYMAN
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 HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
 Changes of Life Home Services, Inc.
 • Senior Home Cleaning, Windows, etc.

 • Seasonal/Rental Cleaning
 • Yards: Weeding, Raking, Mulching

 • Senior Travel Companion -
 Personal Assistant
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Y (352) 208-0802 Cindy Fenwick 
 Bonded & Insured Since 2006

   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES

• Lanai Enclosures
• Glass Window 

Replacement
• Acrylic Windows
• Screen Room
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WINDOW INSTALL

352-587-2735
CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL 

CONTRACTOR
 license # 1330701

 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

   $ 30
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 PAINTING

 352-465-6631

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”  00

0H
6S

3

 • Coat & Seal Pavers
 • Roof and Driveway Coatings
 • Ranch & Farm Fences
 • Wall & Ceiling Texture
 • Gutter Cleaning
 • Popcorn Ceiling Repairs

 PAUL GLENN’S
 Complete Painting 
 & Pressure Cleaning

 PAINTING

  489-5098 Quality Work for Less
 Free Estimates  43 Years Experience
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 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 RAY RAY RAYCCC
 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 Crayconst.com Crayconst.com Crayconst.com

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE
 SCREEN
 DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING  16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE GARAGE
 SCREEN SCREEN
 DOOR DOOR
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 $ 79 95 $ 79 95 $ 79 95
 GARAGE SCREEN DOOR 
 CHECK 

 
 

UP

 ACRYLIC 

 vs.  GLASS
      Call for details.

 000FY
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 IRRIGATION LLC.

 SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

 3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

 Comp #7085

 Call for details

 352-237-5731
 Serving Marion County Since 1982

 Seasonal Special

 Licensed  
 Fully Insured

 Certified Irrigation Auditor
 We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

 Member of Florida 
 Irrigation Society  WINNER 2013

 2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

 • Reset Controller
 • Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
 • Complete System Inspection

 FREE
 Service Call

 with repair
 With coupon.   Expires 2/28/2014

 “Where Quality And Price Meet”
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 CAC035472 - LIC. & INS.

  465-5353
 www.dunnellonair.com

 AIR CONDITIONING

 Replacement
 Specialists
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 711178

 DIAL-A-PRO RIVERLAND  For Your
 Professional

 Needs...

Solution to puzzle 
on Page 14

Tractor Supply, FFA 
offering scholarship 
Following a successful

initial campaign in 2013,
Tractor Supply Company
has announced the sec-
ond annual Growing
Scholars program in part-
nership with the National
FFA Foundation. Last
year, Tractor Supply cus-
tomers donated $362,324,
resulting in 284 scholar-
ships awarded to FFA
members in their pursuit
of a college degree.

The Growing Scholars
program will be sup-
ported nationally by each
of the more than 1,245
Tractor Supply and Del’s
Feed & Farm Supply
stores Friday through
Feb. 23, which includes
National FFA Week. 

Tractor Supply cus-
tomers can donate $1 or
more at store registers
during the checkout
process to support local
FFA chapters and their
members. Ninety percent
of funds raised through

Tractor Supply’s Growing
Scholars program will be
utilized to fund scholar-
ships for FFA members.
The remaining 10 percent
of donations will benefit
state FFA organizations. 

To be eligible for the
scholarship program, stu-
dents must be current
FFA members and either
high school seniors or a
freshman, sophomore or
junior college student
seeking a two- or four-
year degree or other spe-
cialized training
program. Major areas of
study will also be consid-
ered when determining
scholarship recipients. 

“We can’t thank Tractor
Supply and its customers
enough for supporting
FFA, student and alumni
members and agriculture
education in general,”
said National FFA Foun-
dation Executive Direc-
tor Robert K. Cooper.
“The Growing Scholars
program truly makes a
difference in the lives of
our youth.” 

EDUCATION NEWS

WALKER
continued from page 8

DHS softball squad off to torid start
JEFF BRYAN

Riverland News

MEDAL
continued from page 8

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Alan Perrotta attempts to escape the grasp of a
teammmate as he prepares for the Class 1A State
Championships, which begin Friday.
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Riverland News
MONDAY, 2:00 P.M.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

CANCELLATIONS

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Advertisements may be cancelled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for the
dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

All ads require prepayment. We accept

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Riverland News. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

449-0213
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Name

Notice under Fictitious 
Name Law. pursuant to 
Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned, desiring to 

engage in business un-
der the fictitious name 
of:

Atlas Tax & Accounting
located at 14601 W 
Hwy. 328, Ocala, FL 
34482, in the County of 
Marion, intends to regis-
ter the said name with 

the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida De-
partment of State, Talla-
hassee, FL.

Dated at Ocala, FL, this 
3rd day of Feb., 2014.

/s/ Paula Rose
Owner

Published Feb. 13, 2014.

451-0213  RIV
2/28 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 2/28/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd., Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.   Supe-
rior Towing /C&M Tow-
ing reserves the right to 
accept or reject any 

and/or all bids.
2 G 1 W B 5 5 K 1 8 1 2 0 0 3 9 0   
2008  CHEVROLET
Feb. 13, 2014.

450-0213  RIV
2/28 McIntosh Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 2/28/2014 
9:00 am at 19940 N US 
41, McIntosh, FL 32664, 
pursuant to subsection 
713.78 of the Florida 
Statutes.   Superior Tow-
ing /C&M Towing re-
serves the right to ac-
cept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
1 G C E C 1 4 V 0 1 E 1 5 3 6 0 5   
2001  CHEVROLET
Feb. 13, 2014.

453-0213  RIV
2/28 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNCLAIMED

VEHICLE AUCTION
The following vehicle(s) 
will be sold for charges 
due on 02/28/2014 at 
8:00  A.M.

1995  SATURN  VIN# 
1G8ZF1289SZ126980

1997  FORD  VIN# 
1FTDF17WXVNC97711

2001  FORD  VIN# 
1FTYR10C61PA16740
Address where 
vehicle(s) are stored 
and will be sold: Scram-
bletown Wrecker Serv-
ice, 15679 NE Hwy. 314, 
Silver Springs, FL 34488 
352-625-2444.
Scrambletown Wrecker 
Service reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and all bids.
Feb. 13, 2014.

452-0213  RIV
3/3 Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Superior Towing/C&M
Towing gives Notice of 
Foreclosure of Lien and 
intent to sell these 
vehicle(s) on 3/3/2014 
9:00 am at 2157 NE 
Jacksonville Rd., Ocala, 
FL 34470, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes.   Supe-
rior Towing /C&M Tow-
ing reserves the right to 
accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
2 H G E S 1 6 6 1 3 H 5 7 8 9 1 8   
2003  HONDA
Feb. 13, 2014.

455-0213  RIV
2/26 sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:

BIG JOE’S TOWING
SERVICE INC. gives No-
tice of Foreclosure of 
Lien and intent to sell 
these vehicles on
02/26/2014 09:00 am at 
1901 NW MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL 
34475-5007, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes. BIG 
JOE’S TOWING SERVICE 
INC reserves the right to 
accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
3 T M K U 7 2 N 5 8 M 0 1 5 5 6 7  
2008 TOYOTA
Feb. 13, 2014.

456-0220  RIV
Fallon, Jeannette  2014-CP-98  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014-CP-98
IN RE: ESTATE OF JEANNETTE FALLON a/k/a JEANETTE M. FALLON,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of JEANNETTE FALLON a/k/a JEANETTE M. 
FALLON, deceased, whose date of death was November 30, 2013, File Number 
2014-CP-98, is pending in the Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478.  The names 
and addresses of the Personal Representative and the Personal 
Representative’s attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

457-0220  RIV
Letts Sr., William L.  2014-CP-99  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014-CP-99
IN RE: ESTATE OF WILLIAM L. LETTS, SR.,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of WILLIAM L. LETTS, SR., deceased, whose 
date of death was November 27, 2013, File Number 2014-CP-99, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of 
which is P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478.  The names and addresses of the 
Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is February 13, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ CHRISTINE L. WATTS
351 Monkey Run Road, Elmira, New York 14901

Attorney for Personal Representative:
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A.  /s/ Joel O. Parker, Esq.  Florida Bar No. 0070201
8810 S.W. Highway 200, Suite 122, Ocala, Florida 34481
February 13 & 20, 2014.

458-0220  RIV
Maybaum, Sandra M.  2014-CP-127  Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

File Number:  2014-CP-127
IN RE: ESTATE OF SANDRA M. MAYBAUM,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of SANDRA M. MAYBAUM, deceased, whose 
date of death was January 6, 2014, File Number 2014-CP-127, is pending in the 
Circuit Court for Marion County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which 
is P.O. Box 1030, Ocala, Florida 34478-1030.  The names and addresses of the 
Personal Representative and the Personal Representative’s attorney are set 
forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is February 13, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ GLORIA OFFNER
55 South Gore, Webster, Missouri 63119

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ ROBERT J. REYNOLDS Florida Bar No. 0021415
E-Mail: brettandreynoldspa@gmail.com
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A. 20093 East Pennsylvania Avenue #4
P.O. Drawer 2480, Dunnellon, Florida 34430  Telephone: (352) 489-6290
February 13 & 20, 2014.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is February 13, 2014.
Personal Representative:

/s/ CLINT R. FOLEY
888 N.W. 165th Court Road, Dunnellon, Florida 34432

Attorney for Personal Representative:
BRETT & REYNOLDS, P.A.  /s/ Joel O. Parker, Esq.  Florida Bar No. 0070201
8810 S.W. Highway 200, Suite 122, Ocala, Florida 34481
February 13 & 20, 2014.

STUMP
GRINDING
CALL JIM FOR

FREE ESTIMATES
(800) 478-8679

Somebody 
else wants it!

Sell it in the 
Classifieds.

It may be just
the perfect 

item
to fill

somebody 
else’s need.

TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Got something special you 
no longer use?

Diabetic Test Strips
a diabetic needs

unopened, unexpired  
boxes, we pick-up, call 

Mike 386-266-7748
$$WE PAY CASH$$

RAINBOW RIVERS 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP
Free Rainbow Rivers 
Club Membership w/4 

years remaining. 
Transfer Fee and 1st 
quarter maintenance 

fees paid. Call anytime 
352-489-0989 or 

352-895-1529

The Williston Pioneer has
a n
opening on our advertising
t e a m .
E-mail your resume to
Carolyn Ten 
Broeck at 
editor@willistonpioneer.com.
W e
are an equal opportunity
e m p l o y e r .
Drug testing required.

Now Hiring:
OTR  CDLA

Drivers

New Pay Package
and $2500 Sign -On
Bonus! Mostly 5-10 

days out. Full bene-
fits, achievable

bonuses. Call  for 
details 

1-888-378-9691 or 
www.heyl.net

Tanker Drivers:

Up to $5,000 Sign-On 
Bonus! Up to 51cpm 
plus additional pay 
for HazMat loads, 

pump offs, mileage 
bonuses!

1-year OTR. Call 
877.882.6537 
www.oakley

transport.com

DRIVERS:

Home EVERY
Weekend,

Dedicated Southern 
Lanes & OTR!
All Miles PAID 

(Loaded & Empty)! 
Or Walk Away 

Lease:
No Money Down, 
No Credit Check.
1-888-880-5916

AIRLINE
CAREERS

begin here - Get FAA
approved Aviation 

Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Housing 
and Financial aid for 

qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute 

of Maintenance
877-741-9260

www.FixJets.com

MASSAGE
THERAPY

Classes Start, 
April 28, 2014

Spring Hill
DAY & NIGHT 

SCHOOL

BENE’S
International

School of Beauty
www.benes.edu

(727) 848-8415
(352) 263-2744

1 (866) 724-2363
★★ TOLL FREE ★★

STATE APPROVED 
FOR VA TRAINING

DUDLEY’S
AUCTION

☛☛ Thur  2/13  Estate
Adventure Auction 
out- 3pm,  in-6pm 

(Two Auctions) Bush 
Hog PZ73” /com 

0-turn mower,
furniture, tools,
everything from 

new to collectibles
☛☛ Sat. 2/15

MORRISTON On Site 
Construction Asset 

Liquidation Auction:
9am.  24030

NW 27th,  32668
**********************
call for info 637-9588 

Dudleysauction
.com 4000 S Florida 
(US41S) Inverness
Ab1667 10% bp 

cash/ck.

DISH TV Retailer. 
Starting $19.99/ 

month (for 12 mos.) 
Broadband Internet 

starting $14.95/ 
month (where avail-

able.) Ask About 
SAME DAY
Installation!
CALL Now! 

1-800-980-6193

BRAND NEW
Queen Size Pillow Top 

Mattress Set $150.
Still in Original Plastic.

(352) 484-4772

Husqvarna
Riding Lawn Mower
48” cut, good cond.
6 yrs old, asking $700.

Moving
(352) 209-4311

DUNNELLON
Fri, Sat, Sun 8a-?

Antiques, Furn, Misc
20929 W McKinney Av

DUNNELLON
Thurs beginning @

12:00 noon
Fri - Sat 8a-4p

Tools, old doors, lots 
of wood, beer neon 
lights, mirrors & pool 
table lights. Chrome 

alloy wheel 16x8 
and lots of glass 

ware. Must  empty 
garage.

20235 The Granada
Behind Sun Trust 

Bank

Liberation by
American Standard 

Walk-In Bath  -
Don’t Struggle

Getting Out Of A 
Normal Bathtub.  

Stay in your home 
longer, safely,

independently.
Liberation Walk-In 

Baths Commended 
by the Arthritis 

Foundation.  Best 
Lifetime Warranty

in the industry.
Hydrotherapy,

Chromatherapy,
Aromatherapy no 
extra cost. Installa-
tion Included!  Get 

$1,000 Off - Call 
Toll-Free Today 
1-866-583-1432.

GUN SHOW
Ocala National 
Guard Armory
900 SW 20TH Street
Feb. 15, Sat. 9-5 
Feb. 16, Sun. 9-4
Concealed Weap-
ons Classes Daily
☛☛Bring your GUNS

to sell or trade
GunTrader

GunShows.com 
352-359-0134

BRING YOUR
FISHING POLE!

INVERNESS, FL

55+ park on lake w/5 
piers, clubhouse and 

much more! Rent
incl. grass cutting       
and your water

★★ 1 bedroom, 1 bath  
@$395

Pets considered and
section 8 is accepted.

Call 800-747-4283
For Details!

INVERNESS

55+ park
Enjoy the view!

2 bd, 1 bath  Lot rent, 
car port, water, grass 

cutting included.
Call 800-747-4283

for details

Mobile Homes with 
acreage. Ready to 

move in.
Seller Financing 

(subject to credit 
approval).

Lots of room for the 
price, 3Br 2Ba.

No renters. 
850-308-6473 

VMFhomes.com

Dunnellon
Clean, Quite, 2/1/1

New floors/paint
$750. mo.

(352) 433-6868

DUNNELLON
Rainbow

Lakes Estates,
2/2/1

Roomy, Clean & 
Bright $650. month

+ utilities dep. &
application.

(352)465-1277

Blue Ridge Mountain 
Getaway!

4.64 acres, only 
$44,800. Beautifully 
wooded 4.64 acre 
estate with pictur-

esque rolling
mountain views.

Ideally located at 
end of quiet country 
road with no traffic. 
Enjoy privacy along 
with peace & quiet. 
Build when you are 

ready. All under-
ground utilities: 

water, electric, fiber 
optic cable.

Excellent financing. 
Perfect for weekend 

mtn cabin or 
year-round

residence. Call now 
866-952-5303, x 146

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 

real estate which is in 
violation of the law.

Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

“Here’s Your 
Chance”
TO OWN

Mini Farms ,Silver 
Leaf Rd, Dunnellon

10 acres Total 
$59,000

5 Acre Tracks  
$39,000

Owner Financing
$10,000 Down,

10 yrs @  6 percent
Call: Jack Lemieux
Cell (305) 607-7886

Realty USA INC
407-599-5002

LAKE ROUSSEAU
2/1BA, Two Lots, Pool 
Boatslips, Shop, $169K  
contract considered
5311 W Riverbend Rd

(815) 980-8642

WE BUY RV’S,
TRAVEL TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

Holiday Rambler
2008, SAVOY, 26 ft. 

Travel trlr. New awning, 
1 slide out, central vac. 
ducted air. Emmucalate 
inside & out $12,500. 

352-586-1694

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE  BUY ANY VEHICLE
In Any Condition,
Title, No Title, Bank 
Lien, No Problem, 

Don’t Trade it in. We 
Will Pay up to $25K

Any Make, Any Model 
813-335-3794 

813-458-0584 Call AJ

AUTO SWAP
CORRAL SHOW

21TH ANNUAL
WINTER

SWAP MEET
SUMTER COUNTY
Fairgrounds, Bushnell
Feb. 14, 15, 16th
1-800-438-8559

DODGE
1981 Ram 1500 Truck 
WANTED. Clean, good 

running pickup, any 
year up to 2004, prefer 
4x4, will pay fair price. 

Call 207 701-6444
9am to 9 pm

CHRYSLER
2012 Town & Country 

Wheelchair van with 10’’
lowered floor, ramp and 
tie downs Call Tom for 

more info 352-325-1306

**Affordable Mobile**
all type marine repairs
711 NE 6th Av . Cry Riv

352-398-5903

Comfort Works, Inc.
Air Conditioning and 
Heating Service, Res/ 
Com (352) 400 - 8361

Lic# CAC1817447

Kat’s Kritter Kare & 
Kastle Kleaner, Pet Sit-
ting & House Cleaning

(352) 270-4672

Puzzle answers on Page 12

Woman’s Club of Dunnellon installs six new members

Special to the Riverland News
The Woman’s Club of Dunnellon recently installed six new members, from left: Adele Williams,
Dorothy Satterwhite, Claire Snyder, Paulette Froehlich, Barbara Johnson and Judith Capone.
Also pictured are Gerry Hess, second vice president and installing officer, and Barbara Waugh,
recording secretary.

The Woman’s Club of Dunnel-
lon will meet at noon today at its
clubhouse at 11756 Cedar St.
Lunch will be a salad bar. The
club will meet again at noon
Thursday, March 13, for a potluck
luncheon. Joey Weisbaum from
First United Methodist Church
will be the guest speaker and dis-
cuss the church’s Forget-Me-Not
program, a day care for elderly. 

Plans are underway for a Sun-
day brunch, March 16. There will
be two seatings, one at 11 a.m.
and the second seating at 12:30
p.m. Tickets are $10, and must be
purchased in advance. They are
available from Treva Matthews,
or any member of the club. Each
sitting is limited to 50 people so
get your tickets fast.

Club members will take a boat

trip March 27 on the Withla-
cooche River out of Yankeetown,
with lunch at Ike’s afterward. 

The Woman’s Club of Dunnel-
lon’s annual fashion show will be
April 12. Tickets will be available
soon. 

For information regarding
Woman’s Club activities, call
Gerry Hess at 465-8195 or Joanne
Schemery at 465-7161. 



house every evening. They talked
and talked and eventually got to
know one another. 

“Everything in the town was
French — the stores, the church,
the papers, advertising and all
the people were French,” Jack
said. “Fortunately, she learned
English in school.”

He was then shipped overseas
to Germany, but Cecile wrote to
him twice a day. She was out fish-
ing when Jack returned three
years later. 

“When I knocked on the door
her father took me to where she
was fishing,” he said. “When I
found her we just hung on each
other.”

One month later, they were
married and honeymooned in
Canada so he could meet her
aunts and uncles.

“When I met her family I had
no idea what they were saying,”
laughed Jack who still doesn’t
know a lot of French. “Our mar-
riage couldn’t be better. We would
do it again.”

It was a blind date that got Emil
and Audrey DeDonato together
and humor has kept them to-
gether for 63 years.

“It was the sixth or seventh
date when I asked her how old
she was, because she looked like
she just got out of high school”
Emil said. “When she said she
was 28 I told her she was running
out of time if she wanted to get
married. This was her last
chance.”

They both agree that it takes
love, compromise and taking care
of each other for a marriage to
work.

“If every married man had a
wife like Audrey, there wouldn’t
be a single divorce in this coun-
try,” Emil said. “And you can
quote me on that.”

The last couple is “still in love”
after almost 60 years of married
life. Tom and Carolyn Alter met at
a sock hop in high school, she was
a sophomore and he was a senior. 

They believe attitude, similar
background, kindness, love and a
strong religious belief, are the in-
gredients necessary for a mar-
riage to work. 

“It’s helpful to be mature and
know what you want in a mar-
riage. It wasn’t easy, but fortu-
nately it’s been good,” Carolyn
said. “We expected to have a good
life together and it looks like we
fulfilled it.”

All the couples mentioned have
one thing in common — they all
love each other. 
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 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432
 Call 352-489-2731

 www.riverlandnews.com
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Mario & Ann Patacchiola

Mario and Ann Patacchiola first
met almost 70 years ago. He had just
come home from boot camp for a
week and went to church to see his
students from Sunday School when
he met his future bride. Although
Mario taught 10th grade and Ann
had the second-graders, they didn’t
meet until he came home on leave.
She sent him letters while he was in
the U.S. Navy and they were married
about a year later. 

Don & Frances Meehan
Don and Frances

Meehan are another
couple that believe it is
important to have a
strong faith to survive
marriage. Although
they married in St. John
the Evangelist Catholic
Church in Warrenton,
Va., Frances was not a
Catholic and didn’t be-
come one until two
years later. “My family
and I never joined any
church until I met
Don,” Frances said.
“Now the church is very
important to us. We
have gone back to St.
John’s for our 50th and
60th anniversary 
celebration.”

Bob & Sonja Anderson

Bob and Sonja Anderson were
both at the same party, only he came
with a date and she doesn’t even re-
member him being there. “I was
with another girl at the party when I
spotted Sonja, a blue-eyed-blonde,”
Bob fondly remembered. “The lights
went on and the fireworks have been
going on ever since.” It took Bob
about a month to break up with the
other girl and get his affairs in order
before he asked Sonja for a date,
which she accepted. After a couple
of years of “going steady,” they got
married 60 years ago in her sister’s
home on Staten Island, N.Y. On their
50th anniversary, they renewed their
vows at an Elvis Presley Chapel in
Las Vegas.

Emil & Audrey DeDonato
It was a blind date that got Emil and

Audrey DeDonato together and humor
has kept them together for 63 years. “It
was the sixth or seventh date when I
asked her how old she was, because she
looked like she just got out of high
school” Emil said. “When she said she
was 28 I told her she was running out of
time if she wanted to get married. This
was her last chance.” They both agree
that it takes love, compromise and taking
care of each other for a marriage to work.

LOVE
continued from page 10

Tom & Carolyn Alter
Tom and Carolyn Alter met at

a sock hop in high school, she
was a sophomore and he was a
senior. The couple is “still in
love” after almost 60 years of
married life.  They believe atti-
tude, similar background, kind-
ness, love and a strong religious
belief, are the ingredients neces-
sary for a marriage to work. “It’s
helpful to be mature and know
what you want in a marriage. It
wasn’t easy, but fortunately it’s
been good,” Carolyn said.
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 NISSAN  of OCALA
 The New Leader in Customer Service

 Doing Business The Right Way Everyday! Serving Our Community For Over 33 Years!

 Look what you can buy new under $20,000
 from a volume leading Nissan dealer!

 ®

 2060 SW COLLEGE RD.
 OCALA, FL 34471

 Local 352.622.4111 or Toll Free 800.342.3008
  www.pearsonnissanofocala.com

 2014 SENTRA S
 WITH AUTOMATIC CVT TRANSMISSION

 STARTING AT

 $ 15,256

 Model # 12014 Vin # 624033

 2014 JUKE S
 STARTING AT

 $ 16,450

 Model # 20114 Vin # 356557

 2013 CUBE SL
 WITH AUTOMATIC CVT TRANSMISSION

 STARTING AT

 $ 17,286

 Model # 21213 Vin # 306245

 2014 FRONTIER KC S 4X2
 STARTING AT

 $ 16,838

 Model # 31054 Vin # 723261

 2014 ALTIMA 2.5
 STARTING AT

 $ 17,999

 Model # 13014 Vin # 209206

 2014 ROGUE SELECT S
 STARTING AT

 $ 18,864

 Model # 29114 Vin # 600204

 2014 VERSA NOTE S
 STARTING AT

 $ 11,999

 Model # 11154 Vin # 850201

 2014 VERSA S
 STARTING AT

 $ 11,694

 Model # 11454 Vin # 392825

 All prices include all incentives available. See dealer for qualifications, and details. Price doesn ’t include optional equipment from the manufacturer, or the dealer. Destination Fee, Dealer Fee, Tax , Tag, Title, and Registration are extra. One or more at this price. Photos are for illustration pur poses.

 2008 ACURA 
 TSX BASE
 Stk # TGT215A

 $ 14,956

 2013 BUICK REGAL 
 TURBO PREMIUM 1

 Stk # G284A

 $ 22,960

 2013 CHEVROLET 
 AVALANCHE LT

 Stk # G127A

 $ 36,494

 2011 CHEVROLET 
 CRUZE LT W 2LT

 Stk # G073B

 $ 14,960

 2013 CHEVROLET 
 EQUINOX LS
 Stk # GT217A

 $ 20,986

 2012 CHRYSLER 
 300 300C
 Stk # G240A

 $ 27,975

 2012 DODGE 
 DURANGO CREW

 Stk # GT087A

 $ 24,963

 2012 FORD 
 FIESTA SE

 Stk # G061A

 $ 12,998

 2012 GMC 
 TERRAIN SLE-1

 Stk # FT608A

 $ 20,875

 2010 GMC 
 TERRAIN SLT-2

 Stk # GT023A

 $ 19,994

 2012 HONDA 
 ACCORD EX-L

 Stk # GT235A

 $ 21,975

 2009 HONDA 
 CIVIC SDN EX

 Stk # P6331B

 $ 13,961

 2010 HONDA 
 CIVIC CPE LX

 Stk # F999A

 $ 14,447

 2010 HONDA 
 PILOT EX

 Stk # TGT058A

 $ 19,973

 2013 HYUNDAI 
 ACCENT GLS

 Stk # P6316

 $ 12,990

 2011 HYUNDAI 
 SANTA FE SE

 Stk # FT612A

 $ 17,990

 2009 HYUNDAI 
 SANTA FE LIMITED

 Stk # GT112A

 $ 17,946

 2013 HYUNDAI 
 TUCSON GLS

 Stk # GT070A

 $ 20,446
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