
Thursday, June 6, 2013 Vol 31 No. 33 75 cents

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING

Free children’s meals
to be served daily
Families In Need of

Dunnellon will offer
free meals from noon
to 1 p.m. June 10
through Aug. 15 as
part of the Kids Cafe
Summer Food Pro-
gram at Ernie Mills
Park on Bostick
Street with the Boys
& Girls Club. Chil-
dren, ages birth to 18,
will be served. 

For information,
call 208-3514.

City Beach passes
now on sale

The city of Dunnel-
lon is now selling City
Beach Passes for the
summer swiming sea-
son at Chaplin A.
Dinkins III Memorial
Park, commonly
known as City Beach.
A $10 pass covers up
to three people for
the season; a $20 pass
covers up to 10 peo-
ple. For information
about the Beach Pass,
call City Hall at 465-
8500 or Public Serv-
ices at 465-8590.

Exchange students
seek host families
EF Educational

Homestay Programs
is in need of host fam-
ilies to place students
from China for three
weeks this summer
from July 17 to Aug. 4.

These students are
coming to the area to
improve their English
language skills and to
experience American
family life. Host fami-
lies are asked to pro-
vide a bed for the
students, an extra
plate at the table,
transportation to/from
the course center at
Dunnellon Christian
Academy for
classes/activities, and
a welcoming environ-
ment. 

Youths from the
host families can even
earn community serv-
ice hours by hosting.
And for every three
new families who host
from your church or
organization, EF will
make a $50 donation
to the organization.

For information,
call: Pamela Lange at
352-274-3042.

District cuts ‘monumental’
“Monumental.”
That’s how Kevin Chris-

tian, spokesman for the
Marion County Public
Schools, summed up the

staggering budget cuts an-
nounced Friday that will
see 261 employees lose
their jobs to make up for
an expected $29 million
budget shortall in 2013-14.

“It wasn’t made
overnight,” Christian said

about the cuts Superinten-
dent George Tomyn made
public last Friday. “This is
something the superinten-
dent and the highest level
management have been
talking about for weeks, if
not months. Cutting $29

million is monumental,
but they also realize the
impact those cuts are
going to have will be mon-
umental, too.”

The dismissal of 261 em-
ployees includes 160 first-
year teachers in Marion

County; 72 district-funded
elementary paraprofes-
sionals; 16 clerk general-
ists at middle/high
schools; and 13 district-
funded physical education

George
Tomyn

School system lays off 261 teachers, paraprofessionals and support staff
JEFF BRYAN

Riverland News

See CUTS page 3

Council
weighs
fate of 

law firm
City officials 
will discuss
issue again

After almost a 
90-minute debate at
the May 28 City Coun-
cil meeting about the
future of Fowler,
O’Quinn, Feeney &
Sneed, PA, as the city’s
legal representation,
the Dunnellon City
Council couldn’t come
to an agreement.

However, that does-
n’t mean the debate is
over.

After two votes to
call for the dismissal
of the longtime law
firm failed, Vice
Mayor Dennis Evans
asked for Skip Fowler
to draft a motion for
review by Council at
its June 5 workshop
that will essentially be
used Monday to result
in the city solicit-
ing/sending a Request
For Qualificaton/Pro-
posal for legal serv-
ices and providing
notice to his firm.

Both Mayor Nathan
Whitt and Councilman
Erik Collop voted to
dismiss Fowler,
O’Quinn, Feeney &
Sneed, PA, which has
served as the city’s
legal representation
since 2007. However,
Evans and Council-
woman Penny Fleeger
voted against dismiss-
ing the firm, but not

HEAD OF THE CLASS: DHS pair earn top honor

When it comes to aca-
demics, Marcus Jennings
and Danielle Prinz are
atop their class.

Perhaps, then, it’s the
exact reason both have
been chosen as co-vale-
dictorians for Dunnellon
High School’s Class of
2013. School officials will
mark the traditional and
transitional period of
more than 250 young men
and women into adult-
hood when Dunnellon
High honors its graduates
at 7 p.m. Friday at Ned

Love Field.
Being chosen as co-

valedictorians is an honor
and a privilege as well as
a culmination of four
years of not only class-
room work, but duties
outside the walls of 
academia.

“It means an opportu-
nity for scholarships,”
Jennings said. “There are
a lot of scholarships out

there, requiring the appli-
cant to be his or her high
school valedictorian.
That’s one of the main
reasons I chose to pursue
the honor.

“Does it mean much, in
the future, to be a class
valedictorian? Not so
much, but for scholarship
opportunities, it makes a

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Jennings, Prinz tapped as co-valedictorians

Testament of faith

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
ABOVE: Father Kevin MacGabhann blesses the bread Monday morning
prior to communion at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. Father Kevin
MacGabhann was ordained a Roman Catholic priest on June 13, 1963, at
St. John’s College in Waterford, Ireland. A few weeks later, he was on a
boat with about 10 other recently ordained Irish men traveling to Amer-
ica. He’ll mark his 50th anniversary next Thursday in the priesthood.
BELOW: Father Kevin MacGabhann addresses the congregation during
a morning Mass.

Dunnellon High seniors Danielle Prinz, left, and 
Marcus Jennings were selected as co-valedictorians

of the Class of 2013. Dunnellon High School will 
celebrate its graduation ceremony at 7 p.m. Friday 

at Ned Love Field.
JULIE MANCINI/For the Riverland News

See CLASS page 13

See LAW page 2

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Vice Mayor Dennis Evans
and Councilwoman Penny
Fleeger voted no against
firing the city’s legal 
represenation.

Man to 
celebrate
50th year
as priest

It was about 50
years ago that a
courageous, rosy
cheeked young man
left the comfort of
his family and coun-
try to come to
Florida as a mis-
sionary.

On June 13, 1963,
Kevin MacGabhann,
was ordained a
Roman Catholic
priest at St. John’s
College in Water-
ford, Ireland. A few
weeks later, he was
on a boat with about
10 other recently or-
dained Irish men
traveling to America.

“An American
Bishop came over to
Ireland and was
looking for voca-
tions,” said MacGab-
hann, who now lives
in Dunnellon and
helps at St. John the
Baptist Catholic
Church. “That is how
I got here.”

His first assign-
ment was at the Im-
maculate
Conception Church
in Hialeah in the
Diocese of Miami.

Before 1952,
Florida was under
the jurisdiction of
just one diocese, the
Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of St. Augus-
tine. In the early
1950s and 1960s, St.
Augustine Arch-
bishop Joseph Hur-
ley purchased land
in the south of
Florida for the ex-
pected population
growth and the Dio-
cese of Miami was
created in October
1958.

In less than a year,
Fidel Castro came

See FAITH page 20

AUGIE SALZER
For the Riverland News



County hosts weekly
farmers market 

Marion County is
bringing back its
weekly Friday farmers
market and is looking
for additional vendors. 

The “Health Hap-
pens” Farmers Market
will be from noon to 6
p.m. Fridays at the
McPherson Govern-
mental Complex field
at 601 S.E. 25th Ave.,
Ocala. The market will
run through late De-
cember. 

For information, call
Wellness Coordinator
Brittney Bruner at 352-
438-2360 or email well-
ness@marioncountyfl.
org. 
River Watch Program

seeks volunteers
The Rainbow River

Watch Program will
start another season
this spring and its du-
ties are expanding, re-
quiring additional
personnel. The Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office
is seeking more volun-
teers to participate in
this program, which
the sheriff ’s office
sponsors. 

The purpose of this
program is to protect
the Rainbow River and
allow it to be used in a
safe and prudent man-
ner by all. As volun-
teers, you will go out
on patrol, in a sheriff ’s
boat, and assist tubers,
swimmers and other
boaters with any prob-
lems they may en-
counter. All volunteers
will receive the neces-
sary training to be
qualified in all aspects
pertaining to water pa-

trols.
For information, call

the Dunnellon District
Sheriff ’s Office be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Fri-
day, at 402-6050. 

Pregnancy center 
raising money

The Family Hope
Pregnancy Center of
Dunnellon is raising
money to purchase an
ultrasound machine.
The cost for the ma-
chine is $15,800. 

Those wishing to
make a tax-deductible
donation may do so at
Capital City Bank,
10241 N. Florida Ave.,
Citrus Springs. Checks
must be made out to
Christians United in
Christ/ultrasound and
monies raised will go
directly toward the ma-
chine.

For information, call
Marcy Boss, president,
Christians United in
Christ, at 489-0018.

Knights to host 
Luau Dinner

The Knights of
Columbus will host a
Luau Dinner Dance at
5:30 p.m. Saturday,
June 8, at St. John the
Baptist Catholic
Church parish hall. 

Entertainment will
be provided by Joe
Koos with dancing
until 10 p.m. Happy
hour will be from 5:30
to 6:30 with a cash bar.
Dinner will be served
at 6:30. Tickets are $15
per person and are
available from a
Knight or the church
office. There will be
door prizes, 50/50 raf-
fles and a basket raffle. 

For tickets or to
RSVP, call 489-6221. 

Kiwanis changes 
meeting place

The Kiwanis Club of
Dunnellon will begin
meeting at Carmela’s
Restaurant at 8 a.m.
Wednesdays for its
weekly meetings and
breakfast. However, on
the third Wednesday
monthly, the club will
continue meeting at
5:30 p.m. at the Rain-
bow Springs Golf &
Country Club.

For information, con-
tact Ellie Pollock at
465-6803 for a reserva-
tion by the previous
Tuesday weekly.

New civic group 
seeks members

The Citizens Alliance
Network for Dunnellon
Outreach, a forward-
looking alliance
formed in November
2012 in hopes of engag-
ing citizens in the civic
and political
processes, is seeking
new members. 

For information,
email Todd at es-
trus97185@mypacks.ne
t or call Jonathan at
407- 491- 8158, or Patri-
cia at 352-465-5523.

before she agreed the
city has spent too much
on legal fees.

“My point is in all of
this, would not be,
whether the law firm
or Marsha is to blame
for anything,” Fleeger
said prior to casting
her vote. “My point is,
and the attorney spoke
for himself at the work-
shop, they are very ex-
pensive and we cannot
afford them anymore. 

“It has nothing to do
with the quality of
legal work that they do.
They may well be
worth every nickel of
that, but we cannot af-
ford it anymore. We
don’t even know, at this
point, what we can af-
ford. It’s kind of diffi-
cult for us.”

The sticking point
about the firm’s future
revolves around legal
fees. Currently, the city
has spent more than
$316,825.54 on legal
fees and has a budget
of $463,000. At the cur-
rent place, Whitt said,
the city is on pace to
spend more than
$600,000 in legal fees
and cannot justify that
amount.

“This certainly isn’t a
personal issue with Ms.
Marsha Segal-George
or Mr. Skip Fowler or
his firm, which is very,
very well established
and very well thought
of,” Mayor Whitt said.
“This is a business de-
cision for the city of
Dunnellon, as I see it. I
was shooting for the
Council to see it that
way as well when I
looked at the fact we
had spent nearly
$320,000 since October
of last year. As a small
city, we need to tighten
the belt and pull up the
boot straps and get
back on our feet here.
My biggest concern is
we flat can’t afford this
firm right now.”

Evans agreed the
amount spent is a large
sum.

“First, $320,000 is a
whole lot of money,” he
said. “But I don’t be-
lieve that it’s fair to
hold the attorney re-
sponsible for that. The
reason for that is the
attorney works for the
Council and the city
manager. It is the city
manager’s responsibil-
ity, and that of the
Council, to use the city
attorney as they need. 

“As I tried to make a
point the other day, the
Council needs to take
and be in more control
of that. How and what
the previous city man-
ager used the attorney
for, I cannot prove. If
she used the attorney
as a co-city manager,
then that was wrong. If
she’d only used the city
attorney on matters
that required legal rep-
resentation or legal ad-
vice … the Lord only
knows.”

Evans, though, said
he’s been pleased with
Segal-George’s work
and that of the firm.

“I guess my bottom
line, from what I’ve ob-
served, from what she
did from a legal stand-
point in representing
the city, she basically
did a good job,” he
said. “If we didn’t agree
with her, the Council
can override her advice
and that would be our
fault we didn’t. But to
summarily dismiss her
and lay the blame on
her, I don’t think that’s
the right thing to do. If
she was not used prop-
erly, that blame also
falls on the previous
city manager. If we fail
to use her properly,
that blame falls on the
City Council.”

However, Council-
man Erik Collop didn’t
agree with Evans about
the quality of service.

“When you have a sit-
uation where you know
there’s probably been

some wrongdoing,
you’re not sure,” Collop
said. “There are a lot of
missed numbers, mis-
matched information
and there are reports
that are untrue. You
typically like to take
the core of that, who-
ever were involved
making decisions, and
you want to remove
them. 

“Because what hap-
pens, there’s always
some type of biase to-
ward one person and
inter-agreeably with
Eddie to be able to run,
or new management
from the city, there
could be tension there.
You’ve got to remove
the wart off of this situ-
ation and everything
involved with that.
That’s No. 1.”

Secondly, Collop said,
the Council has to see
the bigger picture. 

“You have a commu-
nity that we’re going to
need their services for
in the future,” he ex-
plained. “I just think if
you want to have the
buy-in. We have Green-
light, and as everybody
knows, is a big, humon-
gous boulder on our
shoulders right now.
You’ve got to create a
clear picture of, ‘we’re
making these changes;’’
‘we are going to move
forward from these bad
decisions that were
made.’ 

“Whatever it was, it’s
gone. We’ve started on
a clean slate. We are
working fresh with new
ideas with new people
and we’re trying to do
the right thing. That
sends a signal long-
term for a lot of people.
The big picture is we
need them to feel like
we’re making the right
decisions. I feel like we
need to remove them
completely from the sit-
uation. At this point,
we need a clean slate.” 
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Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Marsha Segal-George, left, is no longer serviing the city of Dunnellon as its
assistant city attorney; however, the fate of Skip Fowler’s law firm, Fowler,
O’Quinn, Feeney & Sneed, PA, remains to be seen. Council members will
likely vote again Monday night on whether to continue to employ the firm.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

The Friends of the
Dunnellon Public Li-
brary Bookstore, which
is inside the library, is
at 20351 Robinson
Road, behind Sweetbay. 

There are novels,
bios, cooking, garden-
ing, inspirational,
craft, self-help, fi-
nance, romance, chil-
dren, VHS videos
(Some DVDs), Books-

On-Tape, history, poli-
tics, westerns, maga-
zines and more. Daily
sales are ongoing with
books for as little as 10
cents. Store hours are
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday
and from 10:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturdays. 

The Friends continue
to accept gently read
book donations daily at
the store. 

An all-volunteer staff

operates The Friends
Bookstore, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting the
Dunnellon Public Li-
brary. The Friends are
committed to giving a
monthly book endow-
ment (new books), in
addition to providing
office equipment, land-
scaping, and various
other library enhance-
ments.

For information, call
the library at 438-4520. 

Friends bookstore open
Special to the Riverland News

Thrift Shop donates to Little League

Special to the Riverland News
The Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop recently made a $1,500 do-
nation to the Dunnellon Little League. Presenting the donation to
Little League officials, from left, are, Joanne McCullough, Commu-
nity Thrift Shop president; Sam Rushton, Longhorns; Greg Rush-
ton, Longhorns coach; Brian Sweat, Dunnellon Little League
president; and Arline Keemun, Community Thrift Shop Treasurer. 

LAW
continued from page 1



Norm’s Clean Cuts 
accepting toys, food
Norm’s Clean Cuts

Barber Shop at 11941
Bostick St, Dunnellon
is a drop-off point for
the U.S. Marine Corps
annual Toys for Tots
drive as well as a drop-
off location for food do-
nations for Food 4 Kids
Inc., which provides
back packs full of food
on the weekends for
needy children in the
area. For information,
call 465-3666.

Group to distribute 
toiletries, clothing

Christians In Action
(CIA), a new charitable
organization formed to
assist local food
pantries, will provide
toiletries and clothing
to families who qualify
under federal guide-
lines.

Free toiletries, such

as dish and laundry de-
tergent as well as sham-
poo, lotion, deodorant
and toothpaste, and
clothing will be distrib-
uted from 9 a.m. to noon
the first Saturday
monthly at New Second
Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church at 1940 W.
Henry Blair Lane. The
church is behind Dun-
nellon Mulch and Stone.

For information, call
Geri Davis at 489-6332
or Susan Lebrun at 
465-8660 .
Watch-Clock Collectors

meet once monthly
The Chapter 156 of

the National Associa-
tion of Watch and Clock
Collectors (NAWCC)
meet at 8 a.m. the
fourth Sunday monthly
except December at
VFW Post 4781 at 9401
S.E. 110 St., Ocala. The
facility is off State Road

200, behind Sims Furni-
ture and next to MRMC
Medical Park at Timber
Ridge approximately
8/10 of a mile east of
County Road 484. 

The presentation top-
ics are about repair
and maintenance of
clocks and watches and
related subjects. The
public is welcome to at-
tend. There is a $2 fee,
which covers refresh-
ments and expenses.

For information, call
Roger B. Krieger at 
352-527-0669 or Jim
Beeman at 352-369-3924.

S. Dunnellon Civic 
Associaton meets

The South Dunnellon
Civic Association Inc.
meets at 4:30 p.m. the
second Monday monthly
at 1962 W. Test Court,
South Dunnellon.

The facility is on the
left side of street just

before The Annie W.
Johnson Center. The
public is invited to come
help, and give ideas to
promote community im-
provement and safety.

For more details, con-
tact Randy Campbell at
465-7135 or email 
randolphcampbell@
bellsouth.net.

Police collecting 
used cell phones

The Dunnellon Police
Department is collecting
cellular phones with
chargers for domestic
violence victims. The
collected phones are
turned over to shelters
for victims of domestic
violence and provided
to victims to use to call
911 for any emergency.
Please drop off all un-
used cellular phones
along with the chargers
to the police depart-
ment, 12014 S. Williams

technicians. All told,
the impact at the four
Dunnellon area
schools includes the
loss of 24 teachers,
paraprofess ionals ,
clerk generalist and
P.E. technicans.

“I don’t know how
these moves cannot
have an impact in the
classroom,” Christian
quoted Tomyn as hav-
ing said.

Tomyn met with
these employees in
three separate meet-
ings to personally de-
liver this message. 

These cuts alone
amount to nearly 
$4 million.

The remaining 
$25 million will come
from other decisions
including:
� Not filling staffing

plan, $14 million.
� Exceeding Class

Size Limits, $7 million.
� Restructuring ele-

mentary Art, music,
P.E. and media serv-
ices, $2.2 million.
� Reassigning other

employees, $1 million.
“Some schools will

be losing multiple
teachers,” Christian
said. “It’s going to have
an impact in the stu-
dent body, whether it’s
elementary or high
school students.”

The cuts equal more
than 4 percent of dis-
trictwide staff.

“I think a lot of peo-
ple are devastated, be-
cause everyone knows
someone who is af-
fected by this. It’s more
than 4 percent and that
might not sound like a
lot, but when you’re
talking 6,000 people,
that’s a lot. There are a
lot of people who don’t
have a job as of right
now, but could it
change? Anything
could change. We’re
hoping to be able to
hire some of those that
were let go over the
summer when current
teachers decide to re-
tire or move on.”

However, if that posi-
tion is not a core cur-
riculum teacher, the
spot will not be re-
filled. The biggest cuts
are coming to arts,
music and physical 
education.

“I know a first-year
band teacher who plays
in my church and he’s
without a job now,”
Christian said. “Obvi-
ously, they feel it more
than most.”

The district expects
$295 million in rev-
enues for the new
budget year, $13 million
more than this year.
However, this includes
$7 million earmarked
for teacher raises and
$4 million for retire-
ment expenses — both
mandated by the
Florida Legislature.
The district will still
have 2,700 teachers in
the classroom when the
school year begins in
August.

“I’m certain those

2,700 teachers will con-
tinue to make a differ-
ence in the classroom,
they do it now,” he said.
“But we certainly lost
some exceptional
teachers; we have no
doubt about that.”

With projected ex-
penses of $324 million,
the $29 million deficit
resulted in historic
moves for the district
including layoffs, class
sizes, and the elimina-
tion of paraprofession-
als. The budget process
is ongoing, and if more
cuts are needed, Chris-
tian said, possibilities
include districtwide
furlough days for em-
ployees and pay reduc-
tions across the board. 

“The plan, hopefully,
does not have to cut
more money,” he ex-
plained. “The state
said they’re going to
give us $13 million
more that we antici-
pate getting, which
brings us back down to
the level we need to be
at. We hope more steps
aren’t necessary. Su-
perintendent Tomyn
has indicated multiple
times, he favors fur-
lough days in lieu of
salary cuts.”

Christian said a lot
has been said publicly
about cutting the
salaries of school board
members, the superin-
tendent and other high-
ranking administrators.

“We have been doing
that for the past five
years,” Christian said,
noting the latest DOE
numbers show Marion
County has the second
lowest administrative
costs per student in the
state. “To say, our ad-
ministration is top
heavy in salary, that’s
not true.”

Bringing a referen-
dum to the polls isn’t
plausible this year,
Christian said, and he
noted voters rejected
the idea of two half mill
proposals a year ago.
The first half mill
would have been for
music, art and media
specialists; the second
half mill would have
covered the cost for
new technology in
schools as well as
maintenance.

The soonest another
tax referendum could
be on the ballot would
be the fall of 2014; how-
ever, that decision
would not be up school
officials, but to the
school board.

“That is completely
up to the school board;
they have to be behind
that idea,” Christian
said. 
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Legionnaires visit veterans

Special to the Riverland News
Four legionnaires from American Legion Post No. 58 recently visited Harbor House, above,
and Haven House, below, assisted-living centers. Following introductions and opening prayer,
light refreshments were enjoyed by all. Conversations with the veterans regarding their time
and duties while in service and what they did after serving was very interesting as the major-
ity are World War II vets. All were thanked for serving and were very appreciative of our visit. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

State park in need of volunteers
Rainbow Springs

State Park is currently
seeking volunteers in-
terested in a high-paced
volunteer position that
will assist visitors and
the park. If you think
you would like to start
training to become a vol-
unteer toll booth atten-
dant, or other various
positions, contact Nicky

Aiken at Nicky.Aiken@
dep.state.fl.us or call
465-8539.

This job requires vol-
unteers to work on a
schedule that can be
flexible, take toll collec-
tions, run a register, as-
sist with phone calls and
reservations, listen and
respond to radio com-
munications, answer
basic visitor questions,
and have a positive atti-

tude. Toll booth atten-
dant volunteers are
asked to volunteer a
minimum of four hours
and must be in uniform.
The Toll Booth is open
from 8 a.m. to sunset
daily. 

The Concession Stand
at Rainbow Springs
State Park, run by the
Friends of Rainbow
Springs and volunteers,
is in need of volunteers,

especially on weekends.
The hours of operation
are currently from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Inter-
ested volunteers would
receive training and
work two- or four-hour
shifts. Volunteers will
need to fill out a volun-
teer applications. 

If interested contact
Joe at 522-0396 and
make sure to leave your
name and number. 

Special to the Riverland News
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Letter writers agree: 
Greenlight worth keeping

We have to second Ronald
Stafford’s sentiments in his let-
ter in the May 30 edition of the
Riverland News about Green-
light Communications. 

The Internet technology has
been great, best we have ever
experienced, and the helpful
and knowledgeable personnel
have also been up to speed.

Instead of boycotting, area
residents should be flocking to
the service in mass. Aside from
making modern cyber-life eas-
ier, Greenlight is a tremendous
opportunity for attracting busi-
ness and enhancing tourism.

As Mayor Nathan Whitt
pointed out in the news article,
it is unfortunate that Greenlight
financing was so mangled and
some fence mending — and
water surcharge cutting —
might be in order. The numbers
revealed in the consultant’s re-
port do not bode well, but hope-
fully something can be worked
out and a larger customer base
is key.

One thing I do not understand
is why the current number of
customers are only half what
the city manager quoted last
year. Considering the quality of
the service, I doubt that half the
customers have left, so that
means that whoever did the
tally then must be challenged in
arithmetic.

Doug and Linda Hay,
Dunnellon

Letter writer adds logic 
to previous points

In addition to the points I
made in my May 30 letter con-
cerning Greenlight Communica-
tions, I would add some
additional logic.

My logical view on Greenlight
is: since my own installation
was made, I have sent Green-
light two additional customers
— those on either side of me —
and a third customer was ap-
parently scared off by a previ-
ous news article.

My neighbors usually follow
my lead because of my world-
wide experience as a telecom-
munications/systems manager
at Embassies around the world,
which have taken me to 58 dif-
ferent countries. 

Here’s the logic I wish to
share concerning Greenlight:
the problems they are having
are all financial problems. I can
personally vouch for the techni-
cal aspects — my installation is
running perfectly. It’s almost

Dunnellon in need of healing

Patrons thank local business
for birthday celebration party
We would like to share with

you our experience June 1 at
Gruff ’s Tap & Grill in Dunnel-
lon. 

We reserved a room for our
party of 40, gathered to cele-
brate John Taylor’s surprise
70th Birthday. Nick, Allen and
his entire staff made our
evening “exceptional.” 

You would have thought that
we were in New York or
Chicago, the room was deco-
rated in such a professional
manner. The décor was beauti-
ful, beginning with the tables
dressed in linens, as were the
chairs.The color scheme of the
room was warm and inviting.

Our theme was “black” be-
cause, of course, John was cele-
brating 70. 

The wait staff was excep-
tional, as were the light hors
d’oeuvres, prepared by Nick’s
staff.

If you ever are looking at a
venue for your event, Gruff ’s
Tap & Grill is a great choice.

Thank you Nick, Allen and
your entire staff, for a wonder-
ful evening.

If you run into John Taylor,
please wish him a great 70th
year.

Sue and Frank Strobl
Dunnellon

Church thanks citizens for
‘Sneaker Project’ success

The ECW (Episcopal Church
Women) of Holy Faith Episcopal
Church, Blue Cove in Dunnel-
lon, thank our parishioners,
area friends and two “Special
Angel” donors who made this
year’s “Sneaker Project” a re-
sounding success.

Through your generous sup-
port, 66 pairs of new sneakers
went home with children from
Romeo and Dunnellon elemen-
tary schools in time for summer
vacation.

The ECW also greatly appre-
ciates the assistance of the two
school’s guidance counselors in
coordinating this project and
the Riverland News and Citrus
County Chronicle newspapers
for their publicity.

“And we know that all things
work together for good to them
that love God.” Romans, 8:28

Suzie Kuka, chairwoman
ECW of Holy Faith, Dunnellon

American Legion thanks public
for support of its event

The Memorial Day Ceremony
Committee of Wall Rives Post
No. 58, The American Legion,
would like to give thanks to the
community and all those who
helped make this year’s Memo-
rial Day event the success that
it was. 

First, thank you Commander
John L. Taylor. It is your out-
standing leadership and devo-
tion to your community that
drives people to put together an
event such as this.

Mayor Nathan Whitt, thank
you for your moving and emo-
tional speech. We are very
grateful and inspired that you
took the time to take part in our
annual observance.

Chaplain Eugene M. Thomas,
your soothing voice was inspir-
ing and your words, gracious as
always. 

Carolyn J. Cairns, your amaz-
ing voice brought a lift to all of
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THE JERSEY GIRL

Ihave been on vacation all week
getting ready for a visit from my
brother, Dominic, and his two

daughters. Anyone who knows me,
knows how excited I get when Dom
comes home. He’s been away far too
long and it’s time to get him
and his family back to the
Sunshine State. 

I’ve been washing sheets,
mopping floors and making
sure everything was just
right. Not to mention work-
ing out an agenda in my head
of all the things I wanted to
do this week while they’re
here. 

A day at the river goes
without saying. We’re also
going to get over to see the Mana-
tees in Homosassa and make a trip
to the Shell Factory on U.S. 19 in In-
glis; the kids love that place. 

Other than that, it’s going to be
swimming, catching up on every-
thing and eating good food. They
live in Iowa so a day in the pool is a
real treat for them. 

His girls have had a rough year.
My brother and his wife recently
went through a divorce, so it’s af-
fected them all. Kids appear to be
so resilient that we sometimes for-
get how devastating a divorce or any
change for that matter can be for
them. However, this will be the first
year they will have to deal with not
seeing their mom or dad every day. 

Victoria, the older of the two and
my goddaughter, is one of those

children who seems to be able to
conquer anything. Not only is she a
genius at her schoolwork, but she
has also mastered soccer and the
French horn, which is not an easy
instrument to play. Not to mention,

she’s extremely secure and
confident in herself.

Alexandra is the second
born and the little devil of
the family. She may only
stand 4 feet tall, but you’re
always aware of her pres-
ence. She is the fashionista
and Miss Personality. She
loves to dance and cheer. I
asked her how many pairs of
shoes she owns and she
thinks about 40. Now don’t

forget she’s only 8 years old. She
also boasts a Barbie doll collection
of more than 100. 

They are as different in size as
they are in temperament and per-
sonality. Victoria has the stronger
build and the thick Italian features.
Alexandra is tiny and fair and has
straight hair that is still baby-fine.
It fascinates me how two sisters can
come from the same gene pool and
look totally opposite, same as my
girls. In fact, they remind me of my
girls when they were that age. My
oldest being very athletic, while my
youngest was the trend setter. Not
much has changed even today. 

I enjoy spending time with Tori
and Alex and getting to know them

Columnist loves 
nieces to pieces

Iread the article in the
American Profile Maga-
zine that came with

the May 30th edition of
the Riverland News.
Wow! This is just what
the City of Dunnellon
needs.

For those of you who
decided to remain in
Dunnellon, can you re-
call the visioning ses-
sions that we had on
just this type of devel-
opment?

We could have had just this
type of area where young
and old could enjoy what
everyone moves here to be

around. The two rivers that
bless our little City of Dun-

nellon and the
Rails to Trails that
now is being imple-
mented are what
bring families to
Dunnellon to live. If
you wonder what-
ever happened to
the Commercial
River Front Devel-
opment, let me try
to bring back some

history.
I can give you my opinion

and I feel that it is also the
opinion of those who worked
so hard on the visioning ses-

sions that took place years
ago.

The area that is zoned for
this type of development is
behind the Dunnellon Bingo
property and runs along the
Withlacoochee River from
the U.S. 41 bridge all the way
to The Granada.

At that time, we were ex-
cited about the prospect of
having a place where we
could hold events and small
businesses could thrive. The
city of Dunnellon could be
showcased as a destination
place, not just a place to pass
by. Then, it was discovered
there were several influen-

tial citizens who lived, or
maybe still live, in this area,
who didn’t want this to hap-
pen because this river walk
project was too close to their
homes. 

They realized that the city,
in order to develop this type
of endeavor, needed to be
able to fund its creation. 

Now, this is where it be-
comes interesting. About the
same time, the Rainbow
River Ranch property had
been purchased by a group
of investors and developers
known as The Berry Group.
This group intended to build
high-end homes on the prop-

erty, thus bringing into the
city’s CRA area, millions of
dollars that could have been
used to help develop the wa-
terfront area.

The Berry Group decided,
after numerous public meet-
ings, that the hostile environ-
ment at these meetings was
not what they were inter-
ested in being a part of. They
could feel the negativity to-
ward progress by a “group of
environmentalists” was so
strong that they backed out
of any development plans. 

The Berry Group then sold

See LETTERS page 7
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Church closing, 
pastor thanks 

citizens, community
Cross at the River

Cowboy Church an-
nounced the tempo-
rary closing of Cross at
the River Cowboy
Church due to a family
health issue in Califor-
nia. 

Pastor E. Patrick An-
thony, his wife, Debra,
and daughter, Tracey
Lynn, will leave in July
with the main move in
August. The church
will meet at their
home for services dur-
ing June.

Therefore, the Amer-
ican Fellowship of
Cowboy Churches, has
stepped up and of-
fered to keep the
church open and two
lay pastors from
Rafter Cross Cowboy
Church in williston
will come in to take
over pastoral duties so
as to not displace the
church family. 

Pastor Ed and Debra
with their daughter,
Tracey Lynn, are al-
ready working on
opening a new cowboy
church at the Prescott
Rodeo Arena in
Prescott, Ariz., under
the new name of Re-
finers Fire Cowboy
Church as part of the
International Cowboy
Church Alliance.

Pastor Anthony and
Debra would like to
thank the Dunnellon
community for all of
its wonderful support
during the past three
years, especially with
the spaghetti dinner
and the Susie McEn-
tire Concert, which
without your contin-
ued support, could not
have been possible. 

We thank you for al-
lowing us the opportu-
nity to help support
the Dunnellon Police
Department Cops for
Kids Christmas pro-
gram, which we truly
loved doing as well as
seeing the faces of the
children, smiling,
laughing and excited
as well as Dunnellon
Fire Rescue’s annual
Children’s Christmas
program the past three
years. We also partici-
pated with the Annie
Johnson Senior Center,
the National Law En-
forcement Officers Me-
morial Services as
well as Relay for Life
and many other com-
munity events.

But our greatest
achievement, short of
seeing folks come to
Christ or be baptized
in a trough, was rais-
ing $500 in change for
Ebenezer USA, in
which we, with only 18
people in the begin-
ning were able to bring

a grandmother, mother
and son out of Russia
and help restore them
to Israel. 

The Bible teaches in
Genesis 12:3: “I will
bless those who bless
you,” and within three
weeks we gained 15
new members. 

Debra, Tracey Lynn
and I have so enjoyed
being a part of Dunnel-
lon, a community that
is hard to find else-
where in America
today. We love it and
we love the people in
it, and we will truly
miss being a part of it.
However, we are trust-
ing in the Lord for
what he has showed
us, is showing us and
will show us on this
journey.

Debra and I would
like to thank Chief
Joanne Black and the
Dunnellon Police De-
partment for all their
support and allowing
us to be a part of their
family through my ca-
pacity as police chap-
lain and Debra as an
employee. Y’all will be
missed and as I always
say “be safe out there.”

We want to thank
John and Aimee
Sharkey for allowing
us the use of the
Greater Dunnellon
Historical Society
Train Depot these past
three years to host
cowboy church in.
Some asked how does
the train depot fit into
cowboy church? My
answer was simple:
“those cattle couldn’t
get to market without
the train,” and on oc-
casion we were
blessed with having to
stop service as the
train rolled through, a
beautiful touch I might
add.

Thank you to the
Dunnellon City Coun-
cil, which has been
very supportive of all
our endeavors. We
thank you.

Thank you to Pastor
Russ Randall of First
Baptist Church for
their support and use
of their church during
Susie McEntire’s con-
cert. We are greatly ap-
preciative.

Lastly, thank you to
all of our church mem-
bers for all of your
support and love ex-
tended to Debra,
Tracey Lynn and me.
Without none of this
would have been pos-
sible. We love you, we
will miss you and you
will be in our hearts
forever and our door
will always be open to
all of you, in Jesus’
name.

Pastor E. Patrick,
Debra and Tracey

Lynn Anthony,
Dunnellon

our hearts. You too, are
truly a blessing to the
U.S. 

A special thank you
goes to the Air Force
JROTC Honor Guard
from Dunnellon High
School, led by Sgt. Kevin
Gunter. Your young
cadets gave our old sol-
diers a good lesson and
we actually presented
colors carrying rifles for
the first time in many
years. 

Thank you Post No. 58
Color Guard — Ralph
Guckenberger, Bob An-
derson, Gary Andrews,
Tom DesRosiers — you
gentlemen were out-
standing.

Thank you Walt
Mildenberg, U.S. Navy,
retired; Gladys Murphy,
U.S. Air Force; and the
Ladies Auxiliary for the
ringing of the bell and
placing of flags on the
colorful patriotic wreath. 

Ed Partlow, thank you
for your moving poem. It
truly is the soldier that
gives us what we have
today. 

Mackenzie Ellington,
thank you so much for
your wonderful rendition
of taps. We look forward
to seeing and hearing
more of your horn play-
ing in the future. 

John and Amy Sharkey
of the Greater Dunnellon
Historical Society, thank
you for providing the ex-
cellent sound engineer-
ing. 

Charles Shaw, thank
you, and we look forward
to seeing the video of the
proceedings.

Larry Jones, thank you
for preparing the hall for
us.

We would also like to
give special thanks to the
sponsors of this event.
Without our sponsors,
our events would not be
as successful as they are.
Please support our spon-
sors by patronizing their
places of business. 

First, Ralph and April
from Carmela’s, thank
you for your continued
support of food for our
Post No. 58 Pancake
Breakfasts. Because of
your kindness, funds for
picnics like this are 
possible. 

Chef Lori Frazee,
thank you for all your
support and for taking
the time out of your busy
catering schedule for
preparing our food this
year. 

Riverland News, thank
you for your continued
coverage and publication
of Post No. 58 affairs. 

And finally, but most
appreciatively, thank
you, Turner House
Florist and all your staff,
for providing the most
beautiful patriotic
wreath the Post has ever
had the occasion to dis-
play in an event. The
wonderful wreath you

created for this special
day was indeed the cen-
terpiece of the entire
event.

Memorial Day Cere-
mony Committee

Wall Rives Post No. 58, 
The American Legion

Dunnellon Little League
thanks Thrift Shop

Recently, the Dunnel-
lon Community Thrift
Shop graciously ex-
tended its support of
the Dunnellon Little
League program by
presenting the league
with a very generous
check for $1500.

First and, foremost, I
would like to say thank
you on my behalf as
well as all of those as-
sociated with the Dun-
nellon Little League. 

The donation in itself
is greatly appreciated
and will most defi-
nitely be put to good
use. Enough about the
money, the real appre-
ciation here is for the
group of hard-working,
dedicated ladies who
give their time in sup-
port of this community.

What I find to be re-

ally amazing is, that for
the most part, these
ladies have very few
and, probably in most
cases, have no individ-
ual ties to those they
support.

Simply put, they just
care about the commu-
nity as a whole. 

I personally don’t
know what all they sup-
port, but I do know in
speaking with them
that they truly care
about the people that
make up this commu-
nity. This has been a
way of life in Dunnel-
lon for as long as I
have known life here.

The list of those, past
and present, willing to
step up to the plate in
support of childhood
dreams — little ball
players of all kinds —
baseball, football,
cheerleaders, etc. —
individuals or organi-
zations in need goes
way back and is quite
lengthy. 

Chances are if you
have lived in Dunnel-
lon for any amount of
time, you or your chil-
dren have, through Lit-

tle League or any num-
ber of organizations,
been the beneficiary of
the support provided
from these small town
businesses and the in-
dividuals who own or
operate them. 

To the kids playing
ball today, it’s just an-
other dream-filled day
at the park as it should
be, they don’t know
how it all happens or
what it takes to make it
happen. They just
know for today, it 
happens. 

But thanks to all of
those who make it hap-
pen for them today, and
that some of them play-
ing today will make it
happen for those who
will play tomorrow.

So when you see one
of those banners hang-
ing on the outfield
fence at the ballpark
with the name of a
business on it, or a
group like the Commu-
nity Thrift Shop, sup-
port them for they are
supporting the future
of our community.

Greg Rushton,
Dunnellon
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the property to the cur-
rent owner, Jerry Dodd.
A small group of people
then enlisted the help
of these so called “envi-
ronmentalists” to keep
the Rainbow River
Ranch from being 
developed.

These same people
cited potential destruc-
tion of the river due to
the new housing devel-
opment and wanted the
state to purchase the
property.

This all sounded nice,
but there wasn’t money
available from the fund-
ing sources they were
seeking to purchase the
land. Also, when the
state purchases prop-
erty, it is then taken off
the tax rolls and the city
of Dunnellon would re-
alize no CRA tax rev-
enue at all. Because the
state couldn’t purchase
this property, this group
now needed to find
other reasons to keep
the development from
going forward.

They suggested very
restrictive set-back re-
quirements that would
keep the property own-
ers along the river
frontage property from
building their homes no
closer than 150 feet
from the high water
mark of the river.

Note that when the
developers bought the
property, the set back
requirement was 50
feet. Many of the same
people who were com-
plaining the loudest al-
ready had their homes
on the river and were
not required to have
their homes 150 feet
from the high water
marks. 

One of the other con-
tentions was the pres-
ence of so many docks
on the river. This group
didn’t want the devel-
oper to have any docks
on the riverfront prop-
erty at all.

All this time, many
who were involved in
these “new restrictions”

already had their docks
on the river. When they
came to me for help to
support their cause, I
explained to them that
if they were willing to
remove their docks
from the river then I
would consider sup-
porting them. This, of
course, wasn’t what
they wanted to hear. 

The smear campaign
then began against me
and my family implying
that since I was in favor
of this development, I
was allegedly being
given property by the
developer. 

What really hurt was
that people whom I had
known and thought
were my friends and
colleagues, helped
spread this rumor. As
an elected official, you
are subjected to what-
ever people want to say
and I understand that.
However, to spread fab-
ricated lies in order to
ultimately stop the con-
struction of a good de-
velopment that would
help the economy of
Dunnellon was entirely
unacceptable. 

At that time, Dunnel-
lon was so blessed to
have so many citizens
interested in volun-
teerism who came out
on weekends to help
beautify the city.

Groups such as the
Main Street Organiza-
tion and the Save the
Water Tower are now
defunct because their
volunteerism was not
appreciated by some on
the City Council at that
time.

Dunnellon officials
didn’t realize, or appre-
ciate, what the citizen
volunteers contributed
to the “home town” feel-
ing that existed then.

I, as then-mayor,
needed to make a diffi-
cult decision when the
next election brought in
several new council
members. During the
first meeting after the
election, those who
were newly elected,
voted to take the city
down a path of financial
destruction, and I

couldn’t be a part of
something I believed to
be wrong for our city.

Wrong, not only for
what this decision
would do to the prop-
erty owners, but also
very wrong for the en-
tire community and citi-
zenry of Dunnellon. 

I knew that this deci-
sion was going to cost
the city enormous
amounts of money be-
cause of legal represen-
tation that the city
would need due to liti-
gation that was immi-
nent as a result of their
decision.

The rest is history,
and the city is now more
than one-half million
dollars poorer and still
in litigation because of
the so called “environ-
mental concerns” that
exist with the Rainbow
River Ranch develop-
ment. 

Some thought I should
have stayed and fought
for what was in the best
interest of the city, but
when you are fighting a
battle that would help
bring into the commu-
nity much needed tax
revenue and business
opportunities only to
look out onto the audi-
ence and not see any of
the business people
whom you are trying to
help, then it is time to
move on. 

We now have a city
that is in severe finan-
cial crisis, and we have
to now pull together and
put the past behind us,
but we must understand
what brought us into the
situation that we are in.

Certainly, there were
bad decisions and mis-
takes made by elected
officials during that
time, but what people
need to realize is that
elected officials are
only human and being
human, we all make
mistakes. 

I believe that the citi-
zens of Dunnellon and
the citizens, who live
outside of Dunnellon
proper, have to come to-
gether and build a better
city. A city built on un-
derstanding and trust.

We have a new mayor
and it is my belief he is
sincere in wanting to
bring everyone together
and heal the hurt that
has existed for a long
time. 

Now is the time to let
us look deep into our
hearts and souls, and
try to rekindle the
grass-roots volun-
teerism spirit we all
once had when we
painted bridges to-
gether, planted trees
and flowers together,
cleaned up our commu-
nity together, and re-
create that lovable,
walkable community
we once had. 

Let us revisit our
goals and dreams. Let
us bond together again,
bring back our home-
town spirit, bury our
differences and make
Dunnellon the little city
with a big heart it once
was. 

If someday, we are all
ever asked how we ever
accomplished this, it
will be because, to-
gether, we were strong
enough, dedicated
enough and brave
enough to overcome
any adversity.

John Taylor is a for-
mer mayor of Dunnel-
lon and longtime city
resident. 
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❑ Payment Enclosed     ❑ Bill Me Sign up online   Promo Code: DAD

Clip, complete and mail to:

Expires 6/30/13. In-County Only

for the 
year

Give Dad the BEST
of local news, events,
coupons and more!

FATHER’S DAYFATHER’S DAY

$22$22

20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432
Call 352-489-2731

www.riverlandnews.com

 Best of the Best
 four years in a row

 HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 5pm

 Hearing Aid Centers
 A NAME YOU CAN TRUST WITH

 OVER 1500 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE

 FREE
 HEARING AIDS

 FOR ALL FEDERAL 
 WORKERS & RETIREES
 *No Co-Pay or Exam Fee

 Inside Walmart
 Hwy. 200 & Corner 484, Ocala

 352-291-1467
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 Inside Crystal River Mall
 Across from K-Mart
 352-795-1484

 Inside Sears
 Paddock Mall

 352-237-1665

                        Federal 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Government Insurance

 Code #104, #105,    #111, or #112
 CHECK YOUR QUALIFICATIONS

 CALL 352-291-1467

 BC/BS

 LIMIT 1 COUPON PER VISIT. • LIMIT 2 PACKS PER VISIT.

 One More 
 Week!

 BATTERIES
 PREMIUM ZINC BATTERIES

 99 ¢

 FREE
 HEARING TEST
 FREE REPAIRS

 (IN OFFICE ONLY)

 HEARING AID

 Fits 30 DB Loss
 Full Shell #ME200

 $ 695 .00

  China House China House China House  D INING  T O  G O   OR  E AT -I N
 (352) 522-0008
 (Next to Subway) 00

0F
49

S

 11352 N. Williams St.   (Sweetbay Plaza)

 Please  Call    (352) 489-9763

 China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet China Wok Buffet

 Lunch $6.75      Dinner $8.95

 PRIME RIB BUFFET  $11.99
 Father’s Day 11am-9pm

 000EL19

 The Truesdell Professional Building
 200 N.W. 52nd Avenue
 Ocala, Fl 34482

 KELLEAN K. TRUESDELL, J.D., LLM
 Attorney & Counselor at Law
 (352) 873-4141 or KelleanTruesdell.com

 My Florida Estate Planning 
 Workshop is available any 

 day at any hour.
 Wills, Living Trusts, Financial and Medical Powers 
 of Attorney, Probate, Medicaid, Long-Term Care, 

 Asset Protection, Federal Death Tax Minimization, 
 Trust Administration, Elder Law and Personal 

 LifeCare Services.

HEALING
continued from page 4

a little better. They turn
to me when they need
their hair brushed or
need to share a rumor
about the boys from
One Direction. 

Having both their
parents excel in the ed-
ucation field has defi-
nitely showed in the
girls. Schoolwork
seems to come easy to
them. They both enjoy
reading and, of course,
playing their handheld
electronic games, and
they both seem to be
fearless. 

In fact, they’ve been
chosen as the lead in
several plays and musi-
cals at their schools in
which they excelled. 

Victoria has been
asking me to write a
story about them so
here it is. 

I actually call Victo-
ria my twin since she
looks like a female ver-
sion of my brother. I
have pictures of me as
a small child that look
so much like her. But
on the other hand, I
was built more like
Alex, tiny and dainty
and I too loved dancing
and cheering. So I

share things in com-
mon with each one. 

Likewise, I see so
much of my brother in
both of them. Their
sense of adventure and
their inquisitive nature
comes from him; like-
wise their outgoing
personalities and love
of life. 

It’s so nice to sit
around with my
brother shooting the
breeze and remember-
ing good times while
the kids are off playing.
The funny thing is that
his kids are playing
with my grandkids. 

Yep, I had children
in my 20’s and he
waited until his 40’s. So
there’s a 20-year age
difference there. But it
doesn’t matter every-
body gets along any-
way. 

Of course, they look
up to Dominique who’s
14 and seems so cool to
them. It’s a special
treat when they get to
spend time with her. 

I hope one day soon
we can have them back
in Florida perma-
nently. In the mean-
time, we’ll call, email
and Skype every
chance we get. There’s
nothing like family. 

JERSEY
continued from page 4

Puzzle answers on Page 3



comical in one sense,
that I frequently upload
photos to the Walmart
website for printing.
With my ATT, so-called
high-speed connection,
such uploading of pho-
tos was a slow process.
Since my Greenlight in-
stallation, I now upload
a photo and almost be-
fore I finish typing in
the photo to upload, my
screen states: “would
you like to upload an-
other”? Almost like the
old joke kids do con-
cerning their old west
“fast draw. They ask if
you would like to see it.
Then, without moving a
finger or hand, they say,
would you like to see it
again? 

Now to the threat,
which is scaring poten-
tial customers away:
the future of Green-
light.

Let’s simply apply a
little logic here. Green-
light has already spent
millions in burying the
feeder cables and home
installations, which are
currently done without
charge. Think about it,
these big cables are al-
ready buried and the
network is already in
place. 

No matter what else
happens or what else
comes down, this ex-
pensive infrastructure
is already in place. Sev-
eral different scenarios
exist for what will hap-
pen, but in every one of
them, “someone will
take over that infra-
structure and operate
the system.”

Hopefully, Greenlight
will solve their finan-
cial problems and con-
tinue to operate the
system. They could sell
the system to some
other operator, but re-
gardless of what else
happens these millions
of dollars worth of in-
stallation won’t simply
be abandoned. Some-
body will fund and op-
erate it because it has
high value. 

So Dunnellon area
residents would be well

advised to make the
move as I did and enjoy
the Internet at a speed
that will allow you to
actually get things
done. My installation
was absolutely without
cost and I suspect that’s
a perk that is not likely
to always be there.

In all fairness, I be-
lieve we should be com-
pletely honest so I will
share the one small
negative point I have
noticed with my instal-
lation. I notice that
with AT&T, when I dial
a number, the connec-
tion was made almost
instantaneously. With
Greenlight, probably
because the connection
has to go through a
greater number of
switches, the dialed
connection takes
longer, perhaps 3 or 4
seconds.

This is a small price
to pay for the far
greater connection and
as a 45-year careerist in
the technical world I
think we can safely as-
sume that technology
will make these connec-
tions ever more rapid.

Ronald Stafford,
Dunnellon

City needs to get a
grasp on Greenlight
Greenlight, another

“Field of Dreams,”
built on the faulty
premise, “if we build it
they will come.”

As a 25-year veteran
of CATV marketing and
operations, I am in awe
of the ongoing Green-
light saga. The numbers
would be laughable if
they were not so sad.
Below are some ques-
tions and observations I
think cogent to the situ-
ation.
� Where are the

most basic metrics for
any CATV operation
and why aren’t they
available to all. A de-
tailed monthly sub-
scriber report
detailing all relevant
data is elemental to all
CATV operations.

Subscriber count,
plus or minus growth,
breakout by service lev-
els, number of trouble
calls, reconnect/discon-

nect activity, outages
(time and duration),
overtime hours and
payroll, programming
cost, debt cost, market-
ing allocation with de-
tails. You do not need a
consultant to provide
these numbers.
� Who is responsible

for the above report-
ing? The mayor, city
council OR consult-
ants? Maybe I am just
an old cable guy, but we
used to call the individ-
ual “the system man-
ager.” That individual
should be able to quote
the numbers, and
changes to same, on a
near daily basis.
� A few billboards

and ads is not a market-
ing program. Begging
Rainbow Sprigns resi-
dents to please “get on-
board” is not a
marketing plan. 
� With 401 sub-

scribers — less than 20
percent of homes
passed — this does not
qualify as a cable sys-
tem, it is a backyard-
science project.
Sub-numbers should be
around 60 percent in
this market. 
� Where is the infor-

mation regarding exist-
ing subscriber opinions
regarding the services,
costs, etc. Oh, yeah you
probably need to hire
someone to sample 401
subscribers. The system
manager should know
that small a universe of
subscribers by name.
� Restructuring the

debt is fine, with or
without an exit strat-
egy; however, better get
a handle on running
the operation and get-
ting the facts and num-
bers accurately and
often or better to pull

the plug, lock the doors
and drop the key in the
mail slot.

Randy Lewis,
Dunnellon

City needs to consider
selling Greenlight

I am not a politician,
but from all the things I
read about here in
Dunnellon I cannot
stand back and not
voice my opinion about
how the city has been
run over the past few
years. 

My first thoughts are
how a small city like
Dunnellon ever got
roped into thinking it
could compete with
large corporations that
own and run fiber-optic
networks in this area.
Being a retired OSP
Engineer and construc-
tion supervisor from
two large telecommuni-
cation companies (N.Y.
Telephone Company &
Southwestern Bell),
where I planned and
placed and spliced
fiber for telecommuni-
cation purposes.

I know the cost of
doing so is mind bog-
gling that a city the size
of Dunnellon would try
to compete with these
other operating compa-
nies. 

When I retired from
Southwestern Bell,
about six engineers and
myself, thought fiber
was the way to the fu-
ture in communications
and decided to start a
company and delve into
placing and splicing
fiber. I was asked to give
a study about how much
money would be needed
to start the company,
which would involve
purchasing vehicles and
splicing equipment plus

materials.
My study showed we

would need at least 
$2 million just to start,
not counting employees
and salaries and none
of us had this kind of
money to back such an
operation, not only that,
it would also take a 
$1 million insurance
policy to start.

Whoever thought on
the City Council that
Dunnellon could start a
business that could
compete with these
larger corporations
that are already estab-
lished had to be out of
their mind. Then, to go
out and purchase a
water system and think
they could make money
from it too was just an-
other big blunder for
the city.

Dunnellon should
make contact with a
few of the larger corpo-
rations that are estab-
lished in fiber
networking in this area
and see if they would
be interested in possi-
bly purchasing the
Greenlight System from
the city in order to re-

coup some of their in-
vestment.

Dunnellon should
also see if the residents
of Rainbow Springs
would like to purchase
their water system
back, then they would
control their own rates
and this would then
ease the burden of the
25 percent surcharges
now imposed, but this
is just one way to get
out of the debt that was
put on the city by the
past administration. 

I have other thoughts
that could bring in rev-
enues to this city and it
would build up the tax
rolls and that is to see
if a company such as
Big Lots would be inter-
ested in locating a store
in the old Food Lion
store. 

This building has
been empty for almost
10 years with no takers
in sight. The parking lot
is perfect for a com-
pany like this, plus the
store is as large as any
Big Lots I have been in
before. 

This company has
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B Cleanmaster    352-489-4844

 Dryer Vent Complete 
 Inspection & Cleaning

  You’re Playing With Fire 
 

 
If You Don’t Clean Your Dryer

 You’re Playing With Fire  You’re Playing With Fire 
 

 
If You Don’t Clean Your Dryer If You Don’t Clean Your Dryer

   $ 50 only

 25 yrs. in Business. Owner does all work.

 Deven 
 Medical Center

 We Specialize In
 Diabetes Care

 Most Advanced Diabetes Treatments
 Heart Disease
 Cancer Screenings
 Physician’s Weight Loss
 Physical Exams

 Sick Visits

 U.T. Deven M.D.

 Elizabeth Pike, ARNP-C
 Board Certified Family Nurse Practitioner

 NEW PATIENTS AND WALK-INS WELCOME
 Open: M-F 9:00-5:00 and Sat. 9:00-11:00

 Board Certified Internal Medicine

 000F1YU

 INGLIS
 352-447-2122
 41 N. Inglis Ave., Inglis

 DUNNELLON
 352-465-1919

 11707 N. Williams St., Dunnellon
 Across from Bank of America

                High Blood Pressure
        High Cholesterol
 Lab • EKG • Pap Smears

 A   to   Z   Liquors
 352-465-0777

 12091 S. Williams St., Dunnellon
 OPEN 7 DAYS AT 9AM

 OFFER EXPIRES 6/15/13

 COLDEST BEER IN TOWN - PLAY FLORIDA LOTTO HERE

 Get  $ 10 00  GRUFFS  T AP  &  G RILLE

 Purchase of $50 in Liquor
 Gift Certificate

 Valid Thurs. June 6 • Fri. June 7 • Sat. June 8

 EVERYDAY LOW LIQUOR • BEER • WINE • PRICES
 Purchase of Any Cigarette Carton

 $ 1 00  OFF
 COUPON EXPIRES 6/15/13

 CANADIAN
        LTD.

 1.75L

 $ 11 99

 VIKING FIJORD
        VODKA
                1.75L

 $ 18 99
 Plus $25 Mail-In Rebate

 on Two

 NATURAL
 LIGHT/BUSCH

 24
 PACK

 $ 13 99

 CUPCAKE 
 WINES

 Select Flavors
 750ML

 $ 7 99

 000F
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 ABSOLUT
 VODKA

 1.75L

 $ 27 99

 JACK
 DANIELS

 1.75L

 $ 35 99
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COPD Support Group
meets twice monthly

Hospice of Marion
County invites you to
the only COPD Support
Group in the county.
The group is for any-
one with breathing con-
cerns and those who
care about someone
with a breathing prob-
lem. It is a positive en-
vironment providing
education and support. 

The Ocala Airheads
meet from 2 to 3:30
p.m. the second and
fourth Thursday
monthly at the West
Marion Medical Plaza
in the second floor
community room.

For more informa-
tion, call Leigh Hutson
at 352-484-5458.

AA group meets
weekly at church

Light in Dark Places,
an Alcoholics Anony-
mous (AA) group, will
meet at noon Mondays
at First Baptist Church
of Dunnellon at 20831
Powell Road. The pub-
lic is welcome. 

For information, call
Francis Endryck at
352-476-2819 or email
fendryck@tampabay.rr.
com.

Nar-Anon hosts
weekly meetings

The Nar-Anon Fam-
ily Group hosts the
“Together We Grow”
meeting at 6:45 p.m.
Wednesdays at the
Dunnellon Presbyte-
rian Church at 20641
Chestnut St., Room
204. Nar-Anon is for
family and friends of
addicts, sharing expe-
riences, strength,
hope, and providing a
path to serenity and
peace of mind. For in-
formation, visit www.
NARANONFL.org.

Bethel Baptist to host
pre-VBS program

First Bethel Mission-
ary Baptist Church will
host the pre-VBS pro-
gram, “Fishin’ on a Mis-
sion with Jesus,” at 3
p.m. Sunday at its
church at 203 N.
Williams St. For infor-
mation, call 465-0064.

Church to host 
Saturday Supper

The Third Saturday
Supper will be from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day, June 15, at the
Community Congrega-
tional Christian Church
at 9220 N. Citrus
Springs Blvd., Citrus
Springs in the Dewain

Farris Fellowship Hall.
Adult tickets are $10

and children are $5.
Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door.
Takeout is available. 

For information, call
489-1260.
First United Methodist
schedules annual VBS

The First United
Methodist Church of
Dunnellon will host the
Everywhere Fun Fair
Vacation Bible School
from 5 to 8 p.m. June 24
to June 28 at its church
at 21501 W. State Road
40.

Dinner will be served
from 5 to 5:30. There is
no charge for the pro-
gram. Preregistration is

now open for children
and adults. Forms are
available in the church
office and in the
Narthex of the church
at the VBS booth.

For information, call
489-4026.
Beulah Baptist church 
to host VBS program
Beulah Missionary

Baptist Church will
host its VBS program,
“Fishin’ on a Mission
with Jesus,” at 6:30 p.m.
July 22 to 26. First
Bethel and Mount Olive
AME will also be uti-
lized for classes. Beu-
lah Missionary Baptist
Church is at 11732 Illi-
nois St. For informa-
tion, call 465-7557.

I was minding my own
business last week, which
is the only business I am
concerned about, when
the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage
posed a question. 

It is in the area
of questions I feel
the most inade-
quate. Maybe it is
because I have
not heard all the
questions yet, but
I think I have
come close. I
should know that
any question that comes
from my wife has a hid-
den agenda. Usually, she
asks questions that have
no answers.

“Let’s go out for lunch
today,” she said rather
chipperly. Experience
should have taught me
that when she is chipper,
I am in trouble, because I
am always the chippee.
“We have,” she ex-
plained, “some gift cards
for a restaurant across
town.”

Then she smiled and
that should have been a
giveaway for me.

When you mention
lunch, and when you add
the word “free” to it, I
lose all sense of propor-
tion and sanity, if I had
any. Actually, to be honest
about everything, it does
not take much to scratch
between my ears and get
me purring.

Then she threw in a
perk that sold me com-
pletely on the idea. I love
perks.

“I’ll drive.”
When you think you

have heard every trick in
the book, somebody
writes a new book. Usu-
ally, I forget some old
trick that she has played,
and here was an old one
she was playing on me
again.

On the way to the
restaurant, I had a little
uneasy feeling, but as we
sat down and began or-
dering, all suspicion
faded into thin air. It was
a scrumptious lunch and
we both enjoyed being to-
gether, carefree and en-
joying the ambiance.

When the check came I
casually said, “You know,
we ought to do this more
often.”

She smiled and nodded
her head.

When we got into the
car, she said somewhat
nonchalantly, “Oh, by the
way, since we’re here I
need to run into the mall
and pick up an item.”

When I heard those
words, I froze. Not the
mall! I hate shopping, es-
pecially at the mall. In
my mind, the word “mall”

is the acronym
for May All Lose
their Loot. Since
I do not have that
much loot to lose,
I do not like going
into a place de-
signed to relieve
me of my loot.

Every time I
walk down the
center of the

mall, I feel eyes glaring at
me and piercing to the
core of my wallet trying
to suck out all my money.
And, by the way, they take
credit cards. Boy, do they
“take” credit cards.

When we parked at the
mall parking lot, I indi-
cated I would stay in the
car and wait for her.

“Oh, no,” she ex-
claimed, “come on in, you
need the exercise. I’m
just going to run in and
run out.”

Here is where the lan-
guage differential be-
tween husbands and
wives shows itself. Unless
you are familiar with
English with a feminine
twist, you are going to get
trapped every time.

For example: when a
husband says the word
“run,” he is referring to
speed. When his wife
uses the same word it
means she is going to run
into every store in sight
within the mall with one
agenda, and that is to buy.
For which I can say bye-
bye to my money.

Why don’t local univer-
sities offer a degree in
wifeology? They have de-
grees in everything else,
why not here where it
would be most useful. By
the time I reach the
equivalent of a doctorate
in wifeology, I would be
too old to do any good
with it.

Those who insist there
is no difference between
a man and a woman have
never been married to a
woman. Husbands get
into trouble assuming
their wife is just like
them and thinks just like
them.

Exiting the shopping
mall my wife looked at
me, smiled and said,
“Now, wasn’t that good
exercise.”

I nodded as I walked to
the car with both my
hands filled with recently
purchased items from the
shopping mall. Now I
know my part of the exer-
cise was hauling her pur-
chases to the car. Halfway
to the car I had to stop
and catch my breath and
wondered if I would re-
ally make it to the car.

“Come on, we’re done
shopping for the day.
Let’s get to the car.”

While driving home I
was afraid my wife was
going to wear out her
smile.

“This has been a great
day. We’ll have to do this
more often.”

Then she began hum-
ming a song, “We’ve only
just begun.” I think this is
her theme song; in fact, I
am afraid it is.

About half way home, I
had a wonderful thought.
It was a good day. I can
always earn more money,
but I can never get an-
other wife quite as nice
as the one I have. Then I
began humming, “We’ve
only just begun.”

A verse of Scripture
began playing in my mind
as we continued our jour-
ney home.

“And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I
will come again, and re-
ceive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye
may be also” (John 14:3
KJV).

Driving into the drive-
way, I realized this was
not our final destination.
God has a wonderful
place prepared for those
who have put their trust
and faith in Him. No
tricks about it.

The Rev. James L. Sny-
der is pastor of the Fam-
ily of God Fellowship in
Ocala. Call him at 866-
552-2543 or email james
snyder2@att.net. The
church website is
whatafellowship.com. 
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 Dunnellon
 Seventh-day

 Adventist Church
 Welcome To Our Services

 Hwy. 41 & Hwy. 40
 Saturday

 Sabbath School 9:30  AM
 Sermon . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00  AM

 Tuesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 For more information:

 352-489-3455
 www.dunnellonsdachurch.com
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 Peace
 Lutheran Church
 Missouri Synod

 Rev. Terry L. McKee, Pastor

 Sunday School & Adult Bible 
 Class  9:00 A.M
 Sunday Worship Service

 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday Bible Study
 10:00 A.M

 Wednesday potluck & Bible 
 Study  6:30 PM
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 “The Church On The Hill”
 5 miles North of Dunnellon
 US Hwy 41 at Highway 40

 489-5881
 www.PeaceLutheranOnline.com

DUNNELLON
FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
21501 W. Highway 40

Rev. Eddie Fulford, Pastor
Sunday

Communion
Worship Service 8:00 AM

Praise Worship 9:30 AM

Traditional Worship 11:00 AM
Nursery At All Services

Sunday School 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM

“Building the Kingdom in Everything We Do”

352-489-4026
www.fumc-dunnellon.org 00
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 Romeo Baptist 
 Church

 Sunday School    9:30 AM
 Worship     11:00 AM
 Disciple Training  5:00 PM

 Pastor 
 R.D. Hess

 (352) 489-1788
 Sunday

 (Nursery & Children’s Church Provided)

 Wednesday

 AWANA  6:30 PM
 Youth Group      6:30 PM
 Bible Study        7:00 PM
 8 1 / 2  Miles North of Dunnellon Off of 
 Highway 41, Left at Church Sign  on

  SW 5 th  Place

 00
0E

H
Y

C

 Calvary 
 Baptist Temple
 21841 S.W. Marine Blvd.
 Rainbow Lakes Estates

 Sunday
 Sunday School.............9:45 a.m.
 Worship Service.........11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service..........5:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting............7:00 p.m.

 Every 4th Sunday......5:00 p.m .
 “Share, Praise & Fellowship ”

 Pastor Jamie Parker
 352-489-8962

 “Please Join Us As We
 Worship In His Name”
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 A Progressive
 Community of Faith

 in the Heart of
 Central Florida

 Sunday Worship  10:30 am
 Adult Bible Discussion  12:00 Noon

 ‘

 God
 is still 

 speaking,

 Jesus didn’t reject people.
     Neither do we.

 First Congregational
 United Church of Christ

 7171 SW SR  200, Ocala, FL
 352-237-3035
 uccocala.org

 Dr. H.W. McSwain, Jr.,
 Pastor
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 489-2685

 Holy Faith
 Episcopal

 Church
 19924 W. Blue Cove Dr.

 Dunnellon
 T HE  R EV . J. J AMES  G ERHART

 Summer Service
 9:00 AM

 Healing Service
 1st Sunday Every Month

 Following 9:00 AM Service

 CR 484

 SR
 2

00

 Holy
 Faith  *

 Ra
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w 
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 holyfaithepiscopal@att.net

 7525 S. Highway 41, Dunnellon

 352-489-3166

 Saturday Reconciliation . . . . 3:30  PM

 Saturday Vigil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:30  PM

 Sunday . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 10:30  AM

 Sunday - Spanish............ . . . . . . Noon

 Mon. Thru Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00  AM

 Holy Days . . . . . . 8:00  AM  and 7:00  PM

 www.stjohncc.com

 MASSES

 Catholic Community of

 St. John the   Baptist
 Father Jean H. Desir, Pastor

 00
0E

H
W

Z

 000EUUE

 Using Godly Influence to 
 Build the Kingdom

 First Baptist Church
 20831 Powell Road
 Dunnellon, FL 34431

 www.fbcdunnellon.com

 Phone: 352-489-2730
 Fax: 352-465-7729

 E-mail: 
 fbcdunnellon@bellsouth.net

 GATHERINGS
 A D IRECTORY   OF  A REA  C HURCHES

 “For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them.”    –
 Matthew 18:20

 711180
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Pastor not trick proof 
as he once thought

OUT TO PASTORGirl Scouts earn special distinction

Special to the Riverland News
Girl Scout Troop No. 320 of Dunnellon members Megan Burns, Na-
talee Horton and Alexandria Noland recently earned the Girl Scout
Bronze award for their project “Birthday in a Bag.” The girls put to-
gether 50 gift bags with cake mix, candles, balloons and party favors
and donated them to the Marion County Domestic Violence Shelter.
To earn the award, the girls were required to create a new project that
would benefit the community, write a plan and timeline and carry the
project to completion. The Girl Scouts Bronze Award is the highest
honor a registered Junior Girl Scout can earn. Pictured, from left, are:
Burns, Horton and Noland. 

CHURCH NEWS

SUPPORT GROUPS

Rev. James
Snyder



CareGiver Support
Group to meet

The local CareGiver
Support Group meets
at 12:30 p.m. the first
Tuesday monthly in the
First United Methodist
Church (West Building)
on West State Road 40.
The group shares infor-
mation and access to
resources that can help
care givers be more ef-
fective. For more 
infomation, email
rhenton584@
aol.com.

‘Forget-Me-Not’ 
open to public

The First United
Methodist Church is
opening its “Forget-
Me-Not” Program to
the community. This is
a program provided by
the church to offer
four hours of respite
care for caregivers of
early dementia and
Alzheimer’s patients.
The program is also
including seniors who
just need to get out of
the house for a few
hours and socialize
with other seniors.
This program is free
and meets from 12:30
to 4:30 p.m. Tuesdays
at the church Friend-
ship Hall. Trained vol-
unteers provide
activities and refresh-
ments.For informa-
tion, call Grace Burks
at 489-2580 or Joey
Weisbaum at 489-6963.
Reformers Unanimous
meetings scheduled
Reformers Unani-

mous is an addictions
program developed
from more than a
decade of experience,
and is the fastest grow-
ing faith-based addic-
tions program in
America. Meetings are
directed not toward a
specific addiction, but
toward overcoming any
addiction through the
Higher Power that is
Jesus Christ. For infor-
mation, visit the na-
tional website at
www.reformu.com.
Local meetings are at 7
p.m. Fridays at River-
land Baptist Church,
one mile north of State
Road 40 on U.S. 41. 

Church showing 
video series

Springs Presbyterian
Church will show a
video series about ‘The
7 Churches of Revela-
tion” at 5:15 p.m. now
through July 3.

For information, call
489-8992 or stop by the
church at 1060 W. With-
lacoochee Trail, Dun-
nellon.

Church hosts
LIFT Ministry 

Join the ladies at the
Rainbow Springs Vil-
lage Church for Ladies
in Fellowship Together
(LIFT) Ministry. The
goal is to LIFT one an-
other in encourage-
ment, LIFT our
missionaries in prayer,
and LIFT the name of
Jesus Christ. 

If child care is de-
sired, call the church
office for arrange-
ments. LIFT meets at 7
p.m. the last Wednes-
day monthly. 

For information
about this ministry,
email Cindy Greaves at
RSVChurch@gmail.co
m or call the church at
489-0249. 

Rainbow Springs Vil-
lage Church is at 20222
S.W. 102nd St. Road,
Dunnellon, south of
Winn-Dixie and west
of U.S. 41.

Church to host 
Men’s ministry 

Join the men at the
Rainbow Springs Vil-
lage Church for the
Men of Valor Ministry.
The goal is for real
men with real issues
having real faith in
Jesus Christ. 

If child care is de-
sired, call the church
office for arrange-
ments. Men of Valor

meets at 7 p.m. the last
Wednesday monthly. 

For information
about this ministry,
email Chris Greaves at
RSVChurch@gmail.
com or call the church
at 489-0249. 

Rainbow Springs Vil-
lage Church is at 20222
S.W. 102nd St. Road,
Dunnellon, south of
Winn-Dixie and west
of U.S. 41. 

New women’s 
Bible study slated

New Women’s Cross
Denominational Bible
study called One
Woman’s Prayer meets
at 7 p.m. the third
Monday monthly at the
Dunnellon Women’s
Club Clubhouse at
11756 Cedar St. Doors
open at 6:30. For more
information check us
out in Facebook at One
Woman’s Prayer.

Church hosts 
bingo weekly

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church hosts
bingo at 11:30 a.m.
Tuesdays and 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays. Prizes up
to $250. Doors open at
10 a.m. Tuesdays and 4
p.m. Wednesdays. The
church is at the corner
of U.S. 41 and State
Road 40.

Church seeks 
members for choir
First Congregational

United Church of
Christ is about to begin
its summer choir pro-
gram, and if you'd like
to join us, come to the
church at 10 a.m. Sun-
days to rehearse a sim-
ple anthem and sing it
on Sunday in church.
For information, call
352-237-3035. The
church is at 7171 S.W.
State Road 200.
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 Tickets available Now at
 www.walkerfest.org

 All proceeds benefit local charities, including Habitat 
 for Humanity, Wounded Warriors & United Way

 Advanced
 Purchase
 $20 bleacher
 $35 infield
 (Bring your own chair)

 $75 VIP
 (w/food & drink)
 (Reserved Seating)

 Day of Event
 $45 bleacher/field
 Based on availability

 $75 VIP
 (w/food & drink)

 Friday, June 21st,
 Gates Open at 5:00 PM
 Citrus County Speedway

 Inverness, FL
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(352) 465-6505
19140 E. Pennsylvania Avenue

(AKA Hwy. 484) • Dunnellon

For appointment call

MM26514
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“Stop in and experience
our hidden treasure

over the Rainbow River on 
Pennsylvania Ave./Rt. 484”

ALL our services are performed 
in a professional, friendly and 

clean environment.

We are a full-service salon
that is second to none in 
customer satisfaction!

~HAIR~
Everything from up-to-date 
cuts, colors, perms and hair 

extensions.

~NAILS~
All aspects of Nail Care...
manicures, pedicures, 
shellac, pink & whites,

nail art, acrylics
(Tammy Taylor.Creative)

*we do not use dental acrylic

~FACIALS~
~NOVA EYE LASHES~

~INFRARED BODY WRAPS~
Lose weight and inches

Great results instantly!

~TANNING~
We offer lay-down and

stand-up beds
All new tanning lamps

~SPRAY TANS~
ALL Natural Look

Great for sensative skin
expectant mothers

Dermatologist preferred

Our staff is part of a continuous education 
program and have won numerous awards and 

have been educators in their field.

Don’t wait any longer... You Deserve the Best!

CHURCH NEWSKiwanis golf tourney a success

Photos by JEWEL PONTIUS/Special to the Riverland News

The Kiwanis Club of Dunnellon recently hosted its an-
nual golf tournament at Rainbow Springs Golf & Coun-
try Club. ABOVE: Scott Durden, golf pro, right, gives the
go ahead to start the tournament. BELOW: Bill Yates,
Dick Williams and Jack Barbour watch teammate 
Jim Shultz putt’s. The foursome won the tournament,
donating the prize money back to the Kiwanis Club of
Dunnellon.

SUPPORT GROPS

WE WANT YOUR NEWS
The Riverland News seeks community news 

announcements such as first birthdays, births, 
engagements, weddings and anniversaries. 
To submit news, email Editor Jeff Bryan at 
editor@riverlandnews.com. Photos must be 
high-resolution images. Print photos can be
scanned at our office at 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
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DUNNELLON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2013

Hari Acosta

Tyler Armstead

Blaise Bergeron

Ariel Buchko

Anna Carmona

Abigail Chester

Curtis Chock

Ellaina Crooks

Angela Degennaro

Irma Echevarria

Samantha Alarcon

Victoria Atkinson

Meranda Bettis

Austin Burke

Brandon Carmona

Tunisha 
Chest-Moore

Michael Chung

Cody Crosby

Patricio Delgado

Ashley Edmonds

Danny Alejandro

Jessica Baker

Danielle Blake

Dylan Buzbee

Nicholas Carothers

Bellmalyz Chevere

Kerri Ciaramella

James Cruz

Mellissa Dhanraj

Alexis Ernst

Jade Allen

Amanda Barber

Jordon Boley

Jesse Bye

Jess Carter

Kenneth Chew

Melissa Clark

Bre'anna Curtis

Michael Donals

Jonathan Evans

Jana Alley

Storm Bazarsky

Chad Bouwens

Jared Byrd

Victoria Carter

Joseph Chi

Violet Colon

Eugene Dalton

Nicole Drew

John Feliciano

Steven Anderson

Giovanni Bencini

Derrek Boykin

Jackson Cannon

Briana Casanova

Abigail
Chicas-Aguilar

Tylor Colston

Marissa Daly

Cassidy Duff

Kyle Fennell

Elias Andrade

Joseph Berardi

Jessie Brown

Megan Caranci

Bryan Castaneda

Victor
Chicas-Aguilar

Austin Cooke

Danielle Darling

Jenny Duran

Joseph Fernandez
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Tatiara Fernandez

Andrea Gallant

Staci Golding

Cody Hankins

Lawrence
Hines-Cornell

Tyrell Horn

Christopher
Jackson

Lee Joiner

Michael Launier

Zachary Main

Zoe Ferrall

Celina
Garcia Millan

Alexander 
Gonzalez

Brittany Harrod

Kevin Hitt

Rachel Horne

Tanika Jackson

Caitlin Jungwirth

Richard Litterine

Shatara Marrero

Erin Fitzgerald

Tania

Garcia Millan

Geresha Gordan

Codi Hart

Stanley Hodge

Harley Hoste

Catherine Jager

Christopher
Kessener

Joseph Lobsiger

Casundra Martin

Danielle Flores

Jade Gardner

Jesenia Guillen

Alvaro Hernandez

Jonathon Hogan

Danielle Hurley

Latricia Janichi

Justin Kiger

Jaime Lopez

Zachary Matthews

Stephen Fontanez

Jeremy Gatch

Jaycee Gunter

Kyla Hernandez

Derek Holt

Jacilyn Indellicati

Randi Jarrell

Jeffry
Knibbs-Mitchell

Tia Love

Brandon Mccabe

Christopher 
Fortune

Eric Glynn

Belen Gutierrez

Shakera Hilbert

Jeremiah Honan

Cody Ingalls

Marcus Jennings

Courtney Kusmerz

Jordon Loyola

Roni Mccoy

John Franquiz

Eric Goicochea

Lauren Hamilton

Vinny Hillman

Gavin Honeysette

Andre Jackson

Shawna Jeroski

Brittany Landers

Leslie Maddox

Marshall Mcdowell
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Amber Mcduffie

Dustin Molina

Omar Novoa

Zahyrimar
Otero Diaz

Nikolai Pierro

Juan Quinones

Traci Rice

Kelli Robinson

Austin Roosen

Mirlanda
Saint Louis

Jamilee Mcfarlane

Ryan Molloy

Hali Oberbeck

Carlos Otero

Hannah Pomeroy

Rajendra Ram

Kerry Ritzie

Bridgette
Rodriguez

Selena Ruiz

Sara Mia
Sanchez Perez

Kaila Mckee

Daisy Morris

Lianna O'Bry

Kayla Owens

Danielle Prinz

Kristoff
Rampersad

Carmen Rivera

Danny Rodriguez

Robert Rupprecht

Jose Sanchez

Johnathan
Melendez

Heather Mumm

James Olmo

Jonathan Padilla

Brent Proto

Micheal Record

Christopher Rivera

Heidi Rodriguez

Rayven Russell

Joseph Satiro

Jonathan 
Melendez

D'andre Munford

Mark Opatz

Daniel Pastore

Dakota Pryor

Denver Reich

Julian Rivera

Karla Rodriguez

Gabriel Saathoff

Annie Scharet

John Mendez

Jonathan Nedrick

Amanda Oram

Kwanicia Perry

Max Pudlo

Natalie Reid

Michael Roberson

Nicholas 
Rodriguez

Megan Sain

Lakiya Scott

Christopher Miller

Alex
Nonnemacher

Devon Orona

Danielle Piercy

Marykay Quick

Chase Reilly

David Roberto

Drew Rondeau

David Saint Louis

Kayla Sears



difference. Does that
make it less of an honor?
No, not at all, because
it’s an important honor.”

Sharing it with Prinz
was not surprising. The
two became good friends
their junior year while
taking AP Spanish, the
two realized, and each
would be the push they
needed to do their best
in the classroom.

“She definitely de-
serves it,” Jennings said
about Prinz. “She’s defi-
nitely put in the hours,
the dedication, not only
in the classroom but in
all that she does. Without
a doubt, she’s one of the
hardest working, most
sincere people I have
met. She cares a lot
about others. I’m hon-
ored to share this with
her.”

Prinz’s comments
about Jennings were of

mutual respect, too.
“I remember my first

encounter with Marcus,
he had drawn a picture
of me on the dry erase
board and wrote, ‘she’s
going down’ on it,” she
recalled. “At first, I was
scared. But he kept me
on my toes. 

“Once I got to know
him, he was a big teddy
bear. He’s lovable, and
he’s just really friendly.”

Jennings dismissed the
notion he was a teddy
bear.

“I want to be a tiger,”
he quipped, referencing
the school’s mascot.

“He’s got a very big
heart, too,” Prinz
replied.

Though both will be at-
tending “rival” universi-
ties, there’s no such
rivalry between the top
two graduates for the
Class of 2013. However,
with some prodding from
a reporter, there was
some friendly debate
about whether Florida

State University (Jen-
nings’ school of choice)
or the University of
Florida (Prinz’s selection
for the fall) would win
this year’s football game.

“It’s in our house, sis-
ter,” Jennings joked.
“We’ve got it this year.”

Prinz was quick to
point out the first-ever
meeting on the gridiron
was between the Gators
and Seminoles was won
by none other than
Florida..

“That’s the past, we’re
talking about the future,”
Jennings replied.

Both then laughed, as
the conversation turned
toward their respective
futures.

Jennnigs plans to dou-
ble major in nursing and
chemistry, and one day
attend medical school.
His long-term goal is to
work in the radiation
field. Having chosen
FSU over Florida was
about where he felt most
comfortable.

“I just really fell in
love with the campus,
the teachers, the school,”
he said. “It just felt like
this is where I wanted to
be. I have nothing
against Florida, they
have a great history, a
great school and a great
campus. FSU felt just
like home for me.”

Prinz opted to remain
closer to home by select-
ing the University of
Florida, where she plans
to major in telecommuni-
cations. Her hopes are to
be a broadcast journalist
overseas, especially
Spanish speaking 
communities.

“I really want to be
able to speak Spanish
fluently and travel and
see the world,” she said.

Both realize the im-
pact their speeches can
have on their classmates.
Prinz admitted hers was
already written, but she
planned to tweak it.

“I would tell my class-
mates to just do it, do

whatever you see your-
self doing or that you be-
lieve in,” she explained.
“Simply, just believe in
yourself.”

Jennings said he wants
his speech to be “epic.”

“You’ve got to keep it
short,” he said. “But,
most importantly, I want
to tell my classmates not
to just settle for being
happy with having gradu-
ated high school, you
owe it to yourself to want
more, to do more. You
have an obligation to do
that.”

Principal Ken McAteer
praised both Jennings
and Prinz for their ac-
complishments not only
in the classroom, but also
in the community the
past four years.

“They are excellent,
excellent members of
our student body,” the
first-year principal said.
“They are a part of a
class who excel in sev-
eral different areas, not
just one. I think they
have given the junior
class something to strive
for next year.” 
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Ashley Segarra

Christopher Smith

Robert Stoots

Tiara Thomas

Jose Torres

Jovon Vargas

Dana Washington

Aimee Wright

Roberto Segarra

QuentonSmith

Shawn Sullivan

Michaela
Thompson

Courtney Trapp

Trent Vaughn

Connor Wentz

Elizabeth Wright

Morgan Shalna

Tiana Smith

Brittany Swaney

Victor Tirado

Dominique Triplett

Glory Vazquez

Stevie White

Shayla Wright

Mark Shoults

James Sponagle

J'von Swoll

Kelsie Tomaine

Chad Turner

Jazmine Velez

Rebecca 
Wilkerson

Erica Wygant

Ngqabutho Sigogo

Tyler Sponagle

Devin Taylor

Germarie
Torres Leon

Raquel Umana

Priscilla Velez

Shae Williams

Jamie Yaklin

Jeremy Sizemore

Roland Stamm

Geempsy Telfort

Chandra Torres

Emmily Valeo

Teresa Vereen

Barret Willingham

Sarah Young

Meagin Smeriglio

Alexander Stetz

Edward Terrero

John Torres

Christine Valme

Marquinsia Walker

Elizabeth Worner

CLASS
continued from page 1
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 Elizabeth Campbell
 2013 Graduate

 Congratulations  on  your  high 
 school achievements at 

 Dunnellon Christian Academy. 
 You have done so well. We are 

 very proud of you and hope the 
 next four years go as well. Always 
 stay the same beautiful, loving, 

 friendly girl you are now.
 We love you, Grandma & Pa



RIVERLAND EDUCATION
14  � Riverland News, Thursday, June 7, 2013  

DES assistant principal reassigned 
Longtime Dunnellon

Elementary School as-
sistant principal Gina
Dickey, along with 11
others, will be on the
move come the 2012-13
school year, the Marion
County Public School

System announced last
week.

With vacancies cre-
ated by new principal
announcements earlier
this month and others by
resignations and retire-
ments, Superintendent
George Tomyn an-
nounced replacements
to fill the vacancies.

Dickey, who’s the been
the assistant principal
at DES for the past four
years, is moving to the
same position at Legacy,
the district’s newest ele-
mentary school slated to
open its doors this Au-
gust.

“I have loved working
at Dunnellon Elemen-

tary over the past four
years and will treasure
the memories and rela-
tionships that I have
built during this time,”
Dickey said. “I would
like to say ‘thank you’ to
the parents and families
for allowing me to be

Boys & Girls Club
Summer Camp slated

The Boys & Girls
Club of Dunnellon is
now taking applica-
tions for its 2013 Sum-
mer Camp, which will
run from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through
Friday, June 17
through July 31, but
closed July 3 to 5. 

Registration cost is
$15 for new members
and $25 weekly. Appli-
cations may be picked
up at the club’s cur-
rent location in Ernie
Mills Park on Bostick
Street. 
Church collecting box

tops for education
The Altar and

Rosary Society of St.
John the Baptist
Catholic Church will
continue to collect Box
Tops for Education
and Campbell Soup
UPC labels for one of
the local schools here
in Dunnellon. Box
Tops and labels can be
dropped of at the of-
fice of the church or
put in the container in
the church narthax. 

For information, call
489-5954.

Sea Cadets Corps
seeks members

Manatee Division
drills at Coast Guard
Station Yankeetown,
in Yankeetown, the
second weekend
monthly. 

The Sea Cadets are
for youths, ages 13
through 17 years old.
There is also a Navy
League Cadet unit for
youths, ages 11
through 13 years old.

For information,
visit www.manatee-
div.org or call Com-
manding Officer LTJG
Todd Dunn at (352)
212-5473 or tdunn@
manateediv.org. 

Boys & Girls Clubs
seek donations

Many Boys & Girls
Clubs are benefitting
from car donations.
The cars are sold at
auction and the funds
generated help sup-
port their many pro-
grams. 

People wishing to
donate their cars or
for information call
800-246-0493.

NEWS NOTES

Gina
Dickey,

assistant
principal

at Dun-
nellon El-
ementary,
will move

into the
same role
at Legacy

this 
August.

Dickey will continue career at Legacy, set to open in August

Voluntary Pre-K,
kindergarten 

registration openSolo flight
District calling 

all 4-, 5-year olds
There’s no better time than

now to register children for
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten
classes this summer and regu-
lar kindergarten classes this
fall.

Parents can register their
children at local elementary
schools at any time. They can
complete and print online
forms to bring with them to
save time in the waiting line.
Currently, more than 3,120
kids attend kindergarten in
Marion County Public
Schools. 

Forms are available under
the “Student Enrollment” op-
tion in the “Parent Informa-
tion” tab at www.marion.k12.
fl.us. 

Summer VPK (Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten) classes are
available from 7:39 a.m. to
5:20 p.m. June 10 through Aug.
1 at 10 elementary schools:
Belleview, College Park, Dun-
nellon, East Marion, Fes-
senden, Greenway, Madison
Street, Maplewood, Marion
Oaks and Oakcrest. 

To participate in VPK, chil-
dren must be 5 years old by
Sept. 1, 2013, a Florida resi-
dent, and not participated in
a VPK school-year program.

Free breakfast and lunch
are part of the VPK program
each day, along with a snack.
Parents must provide their
own transportation for sum-
mer VPK programs and obtain
a VPK Certificate of Eligibil-
ity from the Early Learning
Coalition of Marion County at
352-369-2315).

To register, parents must
provide the student’s original
birth certificate, two “proof of
residency” documents (not in-
cluding a driver’s license),
physical and immunization
records and the child’s social
security card (optional). 

To attend kindergarten
starting this August, the same
rules apply.

To register for kinder-
garten, parents should com-
plete the online form
mentioned earlier, print it
out, and bring it with them to
their neighborhood school. 

For more information, call
your nearest elementary
school or call the K-12 Aca-
demic Services Office at 352-
236-0500 or the Title One
Office at 352-671-4171. 

Romeo PRISM winners

Special to the Riverland News
The Marion County School District recently hosted its annual PRISM
Awards recognition ceremony. PRISM, which stands for Promoting
Regional Improvement in Science and Math, recognizes outstanding
math and science teachers and secondary students. Romeo Ele-
mentary School teachers Stacey Crowder was selected for her math
instruction and Julie Peterson for science instruction. The elemen-
tary science teacher selected as most outstanding for Marion County
was Peterson, who will be presented with a cash award at a school
board meeting in the fall. Their spouses were able to join them for the
night with hors d’oeuvres and desserts. Pictured, from left, are: Julie
Peterson, Tim Peterson, Stacey Crowder and David Crowder. 

DMS students, staff end year
Today is the final

day of school at
Dunnellon Middle

School and
throughout Mar-
ion County. On
the final day of
school, DMS stu-
dents will com-
plete their
CEOCE exams
for Blocks No. 5
and 6 and enjoy
an early release
from school at
1:40 p.m. as they
begin their sum-
mer vacation. 

The final report cards
will be ready for pick-
up June 27 at Dunnel-
lon Middle School. To
confirm report cards
are available, call 
465-6720.

Of course, we cannot
end our final article be-

fore summer break
without bragging about
our students.

We begin with
congratulations
to Tyler Bryden,
seventh-grade
student, who was
nominated to
represent Dun-
nellon Middle
School as the
“Most Improved
Math Student”
at the PRISM
Awards and won
the district title.
Bryden wrote an

essay describing, “Why
Math and Science are
Important.” He won
$125 and the opportu-
nity to go to the Math
and Science Camp this
summer. 

Trevor Vonseggern,
also a seventh-grade

student, was DMS’ nom-
inee for the “Most Out-
standing Math Student”
for PRISM Awards. He
met with some very stiff
competition and repre-
sented himself and
DMS very well. Vonseg-
gern received an oppor-
tunity to go to the Math
and Science Camp this
summer. We are ex-
tremely proud of these
young men and their
academic accomplish-
ments. Thank you for
your commitment to
your education and
love of math.

Thank you to the
Florida Department of
Forestry for its dona-
tion of 50 long-leaf pine
trees to Mr. Allison’s
seventh-grade students

PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE

Delbert
Smallridge

DMS 
Principal

DCA honors
one grad

There was plenty
of Pomp & Circum-
stances last Thurs-
day morning at
Dunnellon Christian
Academy, even if the
school’s Class of
2013 consisted of
one student — Eliza-
beth “Lizzy” Marie
Campbell.

During her
farewell speech in
front of family,
friends and stu-
dents, Campbell re-
called how she
struggled with being
the “only” student in
her grade. However,
she realized God
had a plan for her
and no matter the
struggle, she perse-
vered. Campbell,
who will attend the
College of Central
Florida in the fall,
praised her parents,
David and Denise
Campbell. She also
thanked her many
instructors through-
out the her time at
DCA.

“I realize the sac-
rifice they made to
make sure I re-
ceived a great edu-
cation,” she said as
the tears began to
well up. “Thank you
to all of my teachers
who really made a
difference in my
life.”

During the brief
ceremony to honor
Campbell, Principal
Kristy Nelson of-
fered words of en-
couragement from
well-known figures
such as Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., the
Rev. Billy Graham
and George Wash-
ington Carver.

Nelson also read a
letter prepared by
Pastor Russ Randall

See SMALLRIDGE page 16

See PRINCIPAL page 17

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

See FLIGHT page 16

JEFF BRYAN
Riverland News

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
ABOVE: Dunnellon Christian Academy senior Elizabeth “Lizzy”
Marie Campbell attempts to compose herself during her farewell
speech to staff and students. BELOW: Campbell prepares to pres-
ent roses to her mother, Denise, while her father, David, looks on.
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ABOVE: Lindsey Gunn,
foreground, Brooklyn

Adams, middle, and
Payton For, participate

in a tug-of-war Friday
with classmates during

Romeo Elementary
School’s annual Field

Day events.
RIGHT: A student

races toward a team-
mate in a watery fun-

filled event.
BELOW: Macie 
Dewitz, middle, 

receives advice from
Ashley Segarra, a 

volunteer from 
Dunnellon High

School, at the “Clam
Diggers” station as 

Carlie Foley fishes for
“clams” with one foot.
Students had to fish a
“clam,” or marble, out

of the soapy water.

ABOVE: Drops of water fly through the
air after Romeo Elementary student
Sarai Hernandez wrung out a sponge
soaking a classmate. BELOW: Shyla
Pyles smiles as she is doused with water
by a classmate.

Romeo Elementary School students compete in scooter races Friday during the school’s annual Field Day event. School-age
children competed in a variety of fun-filled events throughout the morning or afternoon as they celebrated the end of an-
other school year. Marion County schools let out today for summer break. Schools will resume in August.

Photos by JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News

Field Day of Fun



of First Baptist
Church. Randall was
unable to attend the
ceremony he typically
presides over, but of-
fered words of encour-
agement and advice.

“Today is a defining
moment,” Randall
wrote. “They rarely
happen without sup-
port and encourage-
ment of others around
you such as your par-
ents, David and
Denise Campbell.
They, along with you,
have always been an
important part of our
lives here at the
church and the
school.”

Randall, in his let-
ter, told Campbell the
world might tell her to
seek fame and for-
tune.

“They will not bring
you peace and joy,” he
wrote. “Follow what
Jesus wants for you;
not what the world
tells you. You will
have eternal rewards
this world cannot un-
derstand.”

After the ceremony,
Campbell said she
hopes to earn her as-
sociate’s in science
before transferring to
a four-year university.
She plans to major in
psychology and be-
come a licensed 
therapist.

“I’m a very emo-
tional person and it’s
hard to regain my
composure,” she said
of the tears she shed
during her farewell
remarks. “It was diffi-
cult. I probably looked
silly.

“I like to help peo-
ple. I like to listen to
their problems and
offer advice. It’s al-
ways been something
I’ve been interested
in.”

Horses are also an-
other passion of
Campbell’s. For a
number of years, she’s
ridden, broken and
trained them.

“It’s something I’d
love to continue to
do,” she explained. 

to take home and
plant. Also, Mr. Alli-
son’s seventh-grade
science students have
enjoyed a year of
hands-on and real-life
experiences with 
science. 

Recently, the class
took their studies out-
side and discussed for-
est ecology, plant
identification and the
importance of fire to
the state’s forests. This
discussion continued
back in the classroom
as the students de-
signed oak forest habi-
tats, determining the
annual amount of
acorn yield and deter-
mining the number of a
population of Gray
squirrels in their
ecosystems that could
be supported by their
oak forest. Wow.

Dunnellon Middle
School would like to
request the community
please save your Box
Tops for Education
throughout the sum-
mer for DMS. This can
be a great “Be There”
opportunity to demon-
strate charitable 
giving. 

We would also like to
request the community
save its sample-sized
toiletry items you may
collect during the sum-
mer for our DMS SAVE
Club. The DMS SAVE
Club will once again
prepare small gift bags
of toiletries for the
children of Arnette
House. We thank
everyone who has do-
nated to this project
the past two years.
Your donations of sam-
ple-sized toiletries
have made a positive
impact on children
who, sadly, may not
have a great deal of
kindness in their lives. 

Summer office hours
at DMS will begin Mon-
day and run through
Aug. 9. During our
summer hours DMS of-
fices will open from 8
to 11 a.m. and 1 to 4
p.m. Monday through
Thursday. Offices will

be closed July 1
through July 5. 

The 2012-13 year has
been a very exciting
and successful year for
DMS. We introduced
several new programs
to help students build
and strengthen their
academic skills as well
as build an understand-
ing of the phrase “to be
of good character.” We
strive to instill a will-
ingness and excitement
to the learning process
as well as an enthusi-
asm toward community
service and giving. 

Our ROAR Program
(Respect, Own It, Ac-
tive Learner and Re-
sponsibility) has
helped us teach our
students the value of a
good education and the
value of being a good
citizen both at school
and within their com-
munity. We will con-
tinue to build our
ROAR Program during
the next school year as
we continue to build
educational skills, con-
fidence, a good work
ethic, and social re-
sponsibilities within
our students.

The Student of the
Month Program was
initiated at DMS at the
end of January. The
Student of the Month
program was requested
by our teachers as a
way to recognize stu-
dents as these students
demonstrate the desire
to learn, display
proper classroom eti-
quette, complete as-
signments on time and
contribute to class-
room discussions, in
other words, ROAR. To
be nominated for
recognition by a
teacher as the Student
of the Month is an
honor. The Student of
the Month recognition
program at Dunnellon
Middle School will
continue and will grow
in the next school year. 

Looking ahead for
the 2013-14 school
year, DMS has tenta-
tively scheduled an
Open House/Orienta-
tion from 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 15. Par-
ents and students are

encouraged to visit
campus, pick up their
schedule and meet
their teachers. Par-
ents, this is the perfect
opportunity to sign up
for the Parent Portal
and sign an email per-
mission form with
guidance. We will also
have a representative
from transportation on
campus to assist you
with bus passes and
bus stops. It is a great
night to become ac-
quainted or reac-
quainted with the
Dunnellon Middle
School campus. 

We extend a reminder
to parents that seventh-
grade students must
have an updated vacci-
nation record to attend
school in August as
mandated by the state. 

As you know, DMS
loves to read. Research
has proven that chil-
dren who read through-
out the summer do
better in school than
children who don’t.
Just 20 minutes a day
devoted to reading will
help your child do bet-
ter in school as they

open the doors of their
imagination and won-
der. Our “Be There”
summertime tips for
motivating summer
reading are: 
� Involve your child

in picking out titles
they are interested in
for summertime read-
ing.
� Visit the local li-

brary and speak with
the librarian about
summer reading pro-
grams and suggested
reading lists your child
can review and choose
from.
� Have the entire

family sit down and
read together for 20
minutes a day or read
aloud to each other. No
one is ever too old or
too young to be read to.
� Don’t make reading

a chore. 
� Let your child

know that summertime
reading activities can
be fun. Encourage your
child to read about fun
activities like their fa-
vorite sports, camping,
swimming, etc.
� Use incentives to

motivate summer read-

ing. Set a benchmark
for reading that will in-
clude a reward, i.e., an-
other book of their
choice, favorite meal,
etc. 

As we close our final
Dunnellon Middle
School article for the
school year, the DMS
administration, teach-
ers and support staff
would like to say thank
you to our students,
parents and community
for your support this
past school year. 

Finally, we would
like to recognize and
say thank you to our
teachers and support
staff here at Dunnellon
Middle School. We are
very proud of the con-
tribution each and
every person provides
daily along with the
caring guidance given
to every young person
who walks through our
doors. We had a great
school year and look
forward to an exciting
2013-14 school year. 

Be safe, have a won-
derful, fun-filled sum-
mer and see you in
August. 

16  � Riverland News, Thursday, June 6, 2013  

 00
0F

4M
D

 Ocala
 671-5374

 The Villages
 390-6600

000F487

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Ocala, Florida June 1, 2013– John Pearce at International Satellite & 

Antenna Service, Ocala’s authorized DISH retailer, today announced he 

is offering new subscribers the choice of an iPad 2 instead of first year 

programming discounts for customers who sign up for the Hopper with 

Sling®Whole-Home HD DVR and a qualified programming package. 

This will give new customers a comprehensive TV anywhere experience 

driven by the Hopper entertainment platform. Customers can watch all 

their live TV, DVR recordings and On Demand shows using the popular 

iPad tablet anywhere. (Viewing requires Wi-Fi connection or use of 

Hopper Transfers™app.) The Hopper with Sling and iPad offer begins 

May 22, 2013 and runs through September 18, 2013. 

According to John, this offer is another example of how DISH’s 

innovative service offerings and technological advancements are 

changing the way people watch TV. “Hopper with Sling transforms the 

TV-viewing experience by letting DISH customers access the shows 

they pay for on their computers, smartphones and tablets. Putting an 

iPad in our customers’ hands gives them the tools they need to watch 

TV anytime, anywhere, and fully experience all Hopper benefits.”DISH 

has developed a collection of iPad apps that enhance and extend the 

DISH television experience anywhere. DISH mobile apps include: DISH 

Anywhere™–Watch live TV, DVR recordings and on-demand programs 

anywhere with an Internet connection. Viewing is enabled by Sling 

technology built into the new Hopper with Sling. Hopper Transfers™–

Move recorded television programs from the DVR to iPad for times 

when an Internet connection is not available. DISH Explorer™–An 

intuitive second-screen app for the Hopper that combines program-

discovery tools, social media engagement and remote-control 

capabilities. DISH’s apps are free to download and available from the 

App Store. 

About The Promotion

The Hopper and iPad offer requires activation of new qualifying DISH service 

with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Monthly DVR and receiver 

fees apply. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and 

offers subject to change without notice. To qualify, customers must select the 

Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package. Please allow 4-6 

weeks for delivery. This offer cannot be combined with promotional pricing. 

Offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. Activation fees may apply. Visit 

www.newdish.tv for more details.

About International Satellite & Antenna Service 

John and the crew at International Satellite & Antenna Service have been 

selling and installing satellite and antenna systems in the greater Ocala area 

since 1983. Their office/showroom is located 3 miles west of I-75 on State 

Road 200, in the Jasmine Plaza. “When it comes to having satellite installed at 

you home, our customers appreciate that we do not sub-contract the work out 

to an out of area company. They also understand that having a local dealer can 

save them time and money when it comes having someone local that can 

guide them through connecting new TV and related services.

International Satellite & Antenna Service is an authorized DISH retailer, and 

provides Marion, Citrus, Levy, Lake and Sumter Counties with satellite-TV 

sales and installation, delivering the highest quality programming and 

technology with the most choices at the best value. Subscribers enjoy industry-

leading customer satisfaction, the largest high definition line-up with more than 

200 national HD channels, the most international channels, award-winning HD 

and DVR technology and International Satellite & Antenna’s award winning 

customer service. For more information, stop by the Ocala showroom, visit their 

website: www.newdish.tv or call your local office at (352) 237-3811!

Requires 24-month Agreement and credit qualification. Monthly DVR and receiver fees apply. Restrictions apply. Ask for details.

SMALLRIDGE
continued from page 14
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New Writers Group meets
first Saturday monthly

The Writers Group of
Central Florida (Dunnel-
lon), a new group open to
all writers, will meet at 1
p.m. the first Saturday
monthly at the Dunnellon
Public Library. For informa-
tion, email wgdunnellon@
yahoo.com.

TOPS welcomes 
members, visitors

TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) Chapter 375 Rain-
bow Lakes welcomes new
members and visitors.
TOPS meets at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesdays at the Rainbow
Lakes Community Center
4030 S.W. Deepwater Court,
Rainbow Lakes. Take U.S.
41 to Rainbow Lakes Boule-
vard, 4.5 miles to the Com-

munity Center. For informa-
tion, call 465-5807.

Master Choir 
holding auditions

The Central Florida Mas-
ter Choir is hosting audi-
tions for the group. The
ability to read music, har-
monize and match pitch are
required along with priori-
tizing rehearsals and per-
formances. For more
information or to schedule
an audition, call Hal Mc-
Swain at 352-237-3035 or
352-615-7677. For informa-
tion about the group, visit
www.cfmasterchoir.com.

DCF seeks volunteers 
for program

The Department of Chil-
dren and Families in your
community has been
awarded a Food Stamp Par-

ticipation Grant. DCF is
looking for committed vol-
unteers with computer ex-
perience to help our food
stamp customers navigate
the online application
process. For information,
call Nora Larsen at 
352-330-5517 or email Nora_
Larsen@dcf.state.fl.us.

Agency needs items for
homeless program

The Annie W. Johnson
Senior and Family Center is
in need of items for its Proj-
ect Homeless program,
which is designed to help
the homeless with food,
tents and coolers. All three
items are needed at this
time. 

If you are able to assist us
in this matter, contact the
Annie W. Johnson Center at
489-8021.

Penno VFW Post 
plans events

Edward W. Penno VFW
Post 4864, 10199 Citrus
Springs Blvd., Citrus
Springs, announce the
following events.

Join us for darts at 1
p.m. Tuesdays and bingo
at 1 p.m. Mondays. $1 Hot
dogs are available for
lunch on those days.

Plan to join us for din-
ner from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Fridays. Tickets are $8
each. 

The canteen is open
Sunday through Saturday
at noon; and closes at 8
p.m. or later Monday
through Saturday except
for meeting nights, and 6
p.m. Sundays.

For information, call
465-4864.

part of their children’s lives.
“The faculty and staff are

amazing to work with and I have
learned so much from them. The
Dunnellon community is so very
kind and supportive and I will
miss everyone that I have come
to know so well. This is a bitter-
sweet move for me.”

Dickey is excited about the op-
portunity to open a new school.

“Very few administrators get
this opportunity and I feel hon-
ored to have been chosen as the
assistant principal at Legacy El-
ementary,” she explained. “I
look forward to the opportuni-
ties that this experience will
bring.”

To replace her, Tomyn selected
Carol Hall, who moves from
reading coach at Oakcrest Ele-
mentary, to fill the void.

Among the other personnel
moves, Tomyn announced, in-
clude: 
� Oakcrest Elementary — Car-

men Smiley, who moves from
math coach at Reddick-Collier
Elementary.
� Reddick-Collier Elementary

— Joe Surani, who moves from
dean at Shady Hill Elementary.
� East Marion Elementary —

Beth Aten, who moves from co-
ordinator at Greenway Elemen-
tary.
� South Ocala Elementary —

LeAnn Giberson, who moves
from reading coach at the same
school.
� Maplewood Elementary —

Brian Greene, who moves from
program manager of Alternative
Programs at the district level.
� Maplewood Elementary —

Claire Smith, who moves from
assistant principal at Hillcrest
School.
� Hillcrest School — Mike

Collins, who moves from assis-
tant principal at Forest High. 
� Marion Oaks Elementary —

Natalia Robledo, who moves
from assistant principal at Sun-
rise Elementary.
� Sunrise Elementary — Vic-

toria Thomas, who moves from
dean of students at Romeo Ele-
mentary.
� Belleview Middle —

Dorenda Westfall, who moves
from dean at the same school.

Riverland News, Thursday, June 6, 2013  � 17

64
30

44
F1

Call
Linda at

489-2731
to
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INFORMATION

 • Granite Countertop Coatings
 • Roof and Driveway Coatings
 • Ranch & Farm Fences
 • Wall & Ceiling Texture
 • Gutter Cleaning
 • Popcorn Ceiling Repairs

 PAUL GLENN’S
 Complete Painting 
 & Pressure Cleaning

 PAINTING

  489-5098 Quality Work for Less
 Free Estimates  43 Years Experience
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IRRIGATION LLC.

SPRINKLERS – IRRIGATION

3398 S.W. 74th Ave., Bay 101, Ocala

Comp #7085

Call for details

352-237-5731
Serving Marion County Since 1982

Seasonal Special

Licensed • 
Fully Insured

Certified Irrigation Auditor
We will beat any written estimate on irrigation repairs or installation.

Member of Florida 
Irrigation Society WINNER 2012

2011, 2010, 2009, 2008

• Reset Controller
• Adjust Sprays & Rotors to Correct Spray Pattern
• Complete System Inspection

$3999
Call for details

Expires 6/30/2013
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 DUNNELLON  •  MARION  •  CITRUS

 489-3917
 Licensed & Insured #CAC1813249

 Specializing In System Change-outs

 We Service All Brands

 Maintenance Agreements

 Comfort Club Discounts

 24 Hour Emergency Service

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �

 �
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 BBB RATING

 A+
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COMPUTER REPAIR
COMPUTER 

PROBLEMS SOLVED
Your home or business 7 days a 

week. Microsoft certified 
engineer. 30 years experience.

• PC Repairs/Upgrades
• Virus Removal
• Router/Network Setup
• New PC Installs

Se habla español

Tech Solutions of Ocala
207-4435

david@techsolutionsofocala.com
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 352-465-6631

 PAINTING

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”  00
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 AIR CONDITIONING

 352-208-4641
 Locally Owned & Operated

 License # CAC1816140

 WILSON AIR SERVICE
 Tune Up
 Special

 • We Service All Brands
 • Repairs
 • Replacement
 • Free Second Opinions
 • 24-HR. Service

 $ 29 95

 GARAGE SCREEN DOORS

 465-4629
 Call us today for a free estimate!

  $ 795 $ 795 $ 795

 CRC058138

 Starting at

 OPTIONAL SCREEN CHOICES.

 RAY RAY RAYCCC
 C C C ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION ONSTRUCTION

 Crayconst.com Crayconst.com Crayconst.com

 “Trade in

 your old vinyl 

 windows for   

 acrylic or

    glass”

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE
 SCREEN
 DOOR

 16’ x 7’ SLIDING  16’ x 7’ SLIDING 
 

 
GARAGE GARAGE
 SCREEN SCREEN
 DOOR DOOR
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   �    352-237-2796    �
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 • Licensed & Insured #3803 • Dependable

 A Division of R.C. Cohn Construction
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 CONCRETE WORK

 REPAIRING OLD   �   INSTALLING NEW
 We Make Your Concrete Look Good 

 Specializing in Repairing Concrete
 Driveways  �  Pool Decks  �  Patios  �  Entrance Ways 

 Advantages:  Mildew & Oil Resistant  �   Non Skid Protection 
 Easy to Keep Clean  �   Commercial Grade Quality

 RENEWED   �   SURFACES

 L EE ’ S
 P RESSURE  W ASHING

 L OW  W ATER  U SAGE

 489-6786
 Licensed & Insured

 PRESSURE CLEANING

 Quality Work 
 For Low Prices!

 No Pressure
 Roof Cleaning!

 Painting
 Metal Scrap Pickup
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 HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
 Changes of Life
 Home Services, Inc.
 • Senior Home Cleaning, Windows, etc.

 • Seasonal/Rental Cleaning
 • Yards: Weeding, Raking, Mulching

 • Senior Travel Companion -
 Personal Assistant
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 Cindy Fenwick 

 Bonded & Insured Since 2006
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 GREG’S ALUMINUM
 “Pleasing people in Marion County

 since 1982”
 • Pool Enclosure Rescreens

 • Vinyl & Acrylic Windows
 • Garage Door Screens

 • Vinyl Ceilings & Much More

 465-0371
 746-6663

 Lic. & Ins.   Comp #2038 - MC3656

 ALUMINUM 
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 SPRINKLERS

 ACCURATE SPRINKLERS

 (352)   445-1403
 Licensed #10719 & Insured

 C HECK -U P

 Complete
 check-up 
 of entire

 sprinkler system!

   $ 30
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SWIMMING POOLS & REMODELING

Specialists
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Licensed Commercial
& Residential
Pool

Contractor
Eric: (352) 427-7187

Marvin: (352) 266-1147
Ebertconstruction@Hotmail.com

 “Where Quality And Price Meet”
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 CAC035472 - LIC. & INS.

  465-5353
 www.dunnellonair.com

 AIR CONDITIONING

 Replacement
 Specialists
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 HOME IMPROVEMENT
 C USTOM

 I NSTALLATIONS
 By Michael Whitmore

 489-2907

 Crown Molding Baseboards
 Interior Doors

 Facia & Soffit Repair
 Interior Painting

 LICENSED & INSURED  COMP#2753

 No Job Too Small
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PLUMBING

EPA Lead Certification #NAT-113266-1

OSHA 10 #1216933

Fla. Lic. #CFC1427666

804-9165

Associated P lumbing and Pipe

From Bathroom 
Remodeling to Fixing 

Leaky Faucets,
and installing 

Bliss Walk-in Tubs

Residential and Commercial

 711178

 DIAL-A-PRO RIVERLAND  For Your
 Professional

 Needs...
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Dunnellon High bookworms

BETH WOOD/For the Riverland News
The Dunnellon High School Battle of the Books team recently won first place at the countywide competition.
Team members, from left, are: Media Specialist Joan Lourenco, Amanda Oram, Joseph Satiro, Tunisha Chest-
Moore, Danny Rodriguez, Krista Dowling and Media Aide Rebecca Jenkins.

PRINCIPAL
continued from page 14

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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 LAWN SERVICE

 Lawn Cutting
 Edging & Blowing
 Power Washing
 Cleanups

 352-208-2561  Ask for Pete
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FELINE SITTING 
SERVICE

FELINE SITTING

Enjoy Away 
Time. Your 
Cats Will 
Be Fine.

Call Cindy 
465-7763

Dunnellon/Rainbow Springs
Reliable & References
Dunnellon/Rainbow Springs
Reliable & References
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businesses in Ocala,
Crystal River and Inver-
ness, so why not Dunnel-
lon, especially when
people have to travel
through Dunnellon to get
to the other Big Lot
stores? 

We need a major
restaurant chain to lo-
cate here such as a
Sonny’s or TGIF, Chilies
or Applebee’s. If we don’t
build up the commercial
businesses, then we’ll
never be able to support
all the amenities needed
to run a city.

Dunnellon lost out on a
major corporation back a
few years ago by putting
too many demands on
them and that was
Lowes. Can you imagine
the tax revenues Dunnel-
lon could have collected
from them plus all the
sales tax? But, again, the
previous administration
thought different and
they declined their offer. 

We know Dunnellon is
a quiet little town, which
has its point, but to con-
tinue to grow with the
times we need people
who want the town to

prosper. 
We need competition

amongst the businesses
that are presently here
now and if this is sup-
pressed by those busi-
nesses in operation now,
then the city will never
survive its present 
situation. 

As I said in my opening
sentence, I am not a
politician, but when I
was a manager for two
telephone companies I
handled millions of dol-
lars of equipment, mate-
rials and personnel and
was able to make money
for the companies and
the people who worked
for me. 

It takes a lot of plan-
ning and level thinking to
make things work and
make money, too. This
city wasn’t thinking too
well in the past, but our
new mayor has the right
idea, so let’s support him
and get the city back on
track. 

Thomas Christensen,
Dunnellon

Mending 
fences laudable

The residents of Dun-
nellon made a wise
choice last November in
electing Nathan Whitt

as mayor. Mr. Whitt
should be commended
for seeking the office in
the first place. He
noted, when the city
manager resigned, that
she was “running from a
burning building.” That
is the same burning
building he willingly
stepped into, and he is
doing his very best to
put the fire out. A
tremendous amount of
damage has already
been done though. 

The mayor’s attempt
to mend the broken re-
lationship between
Dunnellon and Rainbow
Springs is laudable.
Still, good intentions
can only go so far. The
lawsuit that Rainbow
Springs residents have

been pursuing — sub-
ject to continuing delay
tactics by Dunnellon’s
overpaid attorney — is
needed to redress prob-
lems created by the pre-
vious administration. 

The confiscatory rates
that were imposed on
Rainbow Springs, etc., a
year and a half ago,
compounded by the un-
warranted surcharge,
have financially stung
the community’s resi-
dents. The rates were
obviously imposed to
tax surrounding com-
munities to shore up the
massive debt and
deficits of the city’s 
finances. 

The first 10 months of
the new rates generated
at least a $1.5 million of

excess profit in the
water and sewer ac-
count, allowing the
“loan” of that amount to
the failing Greenlight
project. 

Clearly, after the past
year and a half of over-
charges, Rainbow
Springs customers are
collectively owed mil-
lions of dollars of re-
funds. A court decision
is necessary for that to
happen, as it is also
needed for perma-
nently removing the
surcharge, and for re-
covering legal ex-
penses. 

A court decision
would also be benefi-
cial in preventing fu-
ture misapplication of
surcharges by other
Florida municipalities. 

No one can speak for
all the residents of
Rainbow Springs, but it
is safe to say that every-
one in the development
wishes that Dunnellon
had never purchased
Rainbow Springs Utili-
ties, and that everyone
wants the current situa-
tion to be resolved
soon, and in a manner
that reduces the unjust
water and utility rates.

I would posit that

there is more than just a
“vocal minority” that
recognizes the validity
of, and the requirement
for the lawsuit. Most
people would recognize
that the Dunnellon
Council would not, and
in fact could not, will-
ingly refund the over-
charges noted above. 

Dropping the suit in
return for a partial fix,
or worse, for promises
of a partial fix, would
see the community cav-
ing in while holding a
position of likely 
victory. 

The issue is about
poor business decisions
and unscrupulous be-
havior by the previous
city management. It is
not about Nathan Whitt.

Ted Apple,
Rainbow Springs

Editor’s Note: Mayor
Whitt, at a recent City
Council meeting, pub-
licly announced the $1.5
million loan given to
Greenlight did not come
from monies generated
by utility customers in
Rainbow Springs. The
amount, he said, came
from several years of re-
serve buildup from ex-
isting utility customers,
mainly city residents. 
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE

CANCELLATIONS

CHARGE IT!!

ERRORS

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL Toll Free 1-877-676-1403
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

Advertisements may be cancelled as soon as
results are obtained. You will be billed only for the
dates the ad actually appears in the paper.
Deadlines for cancellations are the same as the
deadlines for placing ads, except for specials.

Be sure to check your advertisement the first day
it appears. We will not  be responsible for more
than one incorrect insertion. Adjustments are
made only for the portion of the ad that is in error.

All ads require prepayment. We accept

Beware: Publication of any classified advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the Riverland News. We make every effort to screen out advertising that may not be legitimate.

However, since we can not guarantee the legitimacy of our advertisers, you are advised to be careful of misleading ads and take caution when giving out personal information.

Add Up The

SAVINGS with a

Name

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone

10 Words • $8.20 Per Week • 44¢ For Each Additional Word  • Pricing Includes Online • All Ads Must Be Prepaid • All Credit Cards Accepted

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

11. 12. 13. 14. 15.

10 WORDS $8.20 + 44¢ A WORD (Includes Online) = TOTAL
For your convenience, mail with payments to Riverland News
office at 20441 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Dunnellon, FL 34432 or call... Call Toll Free

1-877-676-1403

CLASSIFIED AD
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449-0606  RIV
06/17sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE

The following property will 
be sold at public auction 
per FL Stat 677.209-10 for 
storage and other charges 
for which a lien on same is 
claimed.  Auction is June 
17, 2013 at 10:00 AM at 
Marino’s Cars & Trucks 
Inc, 623 N Magnolia Ave, 
Ocala FL 34475, phone 
352-732-6011.  No titles, 
as is, cash only.
2000 MAZDA MIATA VIN#
JMINB3536Y0145432
Owner:  State Farm Mu-
tual Automobile,
Lessee:  Brandon Hiffel,
Lienholder: NONE
Interested parties, contact: 
State Filing Service, Inc.
772-595-9555
May 30 and June 6, 2013,

452-0606  RIV
6/20 & 6/24 sale dates

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

SALE:
BIG JOE’S TOWING
SERVICE INC. gives No-
tice of Foreclosure of Lien 
and intent to sell these ve-
hicles on 06/20/13 & 
06/24/13, 9:00 am at 1901 
NW MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR AVE, OCALA, FL
34475-5007, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes. BIG 
JOE’S TOWING SERVICE 
INC reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and/or 
all bids.
06/20/13 at 9:00 a.m.
1998 ACURA VIN #
JH4KA9674WC007702
06/24/13 at 9:00 a.m.
1988 HONDA VIN #
2HGED6454JH509588
June 6, 2013

FOREST RIVER
2001 Sierra 5th Wheel, 
32 ft. Twin slide-outs.  
As Is,.$7,000 or Best 
Offer. 352-433-5913

WE BUY RV’S,
TRAVEL TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

WE BUY RV’S,
TRAVEL TRAILERS,

5TH WHEELS,
MOTOR HOMES

Call US 352-201-6945

BUYING JUNK CARS
★ Running or Not ★

CASH PAID-$300 & UP
(352) 771-6191

WE  BUY
ANY VEHICLE
In Any Condition,

Title, No Title, Bank 
Lien, No Problem, 

Don’t Trade it in. We 
Will Pay up to $25K

Any Make, Any Model. 
813-335-3794 

813-237-1892 Call AJ

KAWASAKI
1980 750 LTD. Runs. 

Best Offer. Call 
352-433-5913

Live in Care Giver
for your loved ones,
Excellent References 
Call Joyce Ann (local 
res.) 850-661-1312

ELITE ROOFING
Excellence in Roofing!
EliteRoofing- Inc.com
Lic/Ins. 352-639-1024

HOMOSASSA 5+ 
DEN BEDROOMS.

3 BATH. THIS HUGE 
AND BEAUTIFUL

TWO STORY HOME 
WITH 3 CAR

GARAGE IS OVER
3500 SQ. FT. HOME 

BACKS UP TO
A NATURE

PRESERVE. HOME 
IS A FORECLOSURE 
SHORT SALE AND 

THE BANK IS
WORKING WITH 

THE SELLERS. THIS 
HOME WAS BUILT
IN 2005.dennis_neff

@yahoo.com

RAINBOW SPRINGS
Beautiful 3/2/2, 2 lots
Oversized Gar. Open 
flrplan, Gas Fireplace 
Corian countertops, 
New porch, $134,900 

352-489-0105

RAINBOW SPRINGS
Beautiful 3/2/2, 2 lots
Oversized Gar. Open 
flrplan, Gas Fireplace 
Corian countertops, 
New porch, $134,900 

352-489-0105

20 ACRES FREE!
Buy 40-Get 60 Acres. 

$0-Down $198/mo.
Money Back
Guarantee,
NO CREDIT 

CHECKS
Beautiful Views. 
Roads/Surveyed. 

Near
El Paso, Texas.  
1-800-843-7537

www.sunsetranches.c
om

BASS BOAT
1986 20 ft Fiberglass. 
1995 Evinrude 150 hp.  
Bow mounted trolling 
motor.  Trailer w/new 
wheels and tires, plus 
spare. $3,000 or B.O. 

352-433-5913

RV HOTLINE
1-800-262-2182

A’s, C’s, B’s,
B+’s, TT, 5th

WWW.RVWORLD
INC.COM

R.V. World Inc. of 
Nokomis

2110 US 41
Nokomis,  Fl

I-75  Exit 195W
to 41N

WANTED
CLEAN USED VAN 

CAMPERS
CASH OR CONSIGN 

TOP DOLLAR
CALL  MARK

SANTANGELO
1-800-262-2182

BRING YOUR
FISHING POLE!

INVERNESS, FL
55+ park on lake w/5 
piers, clubhouse and 

much more! Rent
includes grass cutting 

and your water
• 1 Bedroom, 1 bath

@$350 inc. H20
Pets considered and
section 8 is accepted.

Call 352-476-4964
For Details!

DUNNELLON/488
2/1, Priv Lot , CHA

Clean, Quiet, $450/mo.
+ Sec (352) 795-6970

INVERNESS
55+ park

Enjoy the view!

2 bd, 1 bath  Lot rent, 
car port, water, grass 

cutting included.
Call 352-476-4964

for details

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate  ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is

subject to Fair Hous-
ing Act which makes 
it illegal to advertise 

“any
preference, limita-

tion or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status 

or national origin, or 
an intention, to make 

such preference, 
limitation or  dis-

crimination. “ Famil-
ial status includes 
children under the 

age of 18  living with 
parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 

securing
custody of children

under 18. This news-
paper will not know-
ingly accept any ad-
vertising for real es-
tate which is in viola-

tion of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby
informed that all

dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimi-

nation call HUD 
toll-free at 

1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone

number for the
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

LET US
WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL
TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Riverland 
News

Classifieds 
Get Results!

Kitchen Table w/4
padded chairs,

like new, neutral color
perfect for kitchen

nook $80.
352- 489-0818

MORRISTON
6/8 & 6/9 10a-5p

Everything must go! 
Kids  toys, tools ,TV’s, 

clothes, & more.
6650 SE Hwy US  41.
look for balloons & 2 

Black mailboxes

KAT BUNN
Formally from Crystal 
River Mall, NOW at 
Kountry Girl Salon,
styling for 15+ year, 

Specializing in color and 
highlights $39 hair color 
special  $39 Facial spe-
cial call for an appoint-

ment 352-339-4902
or stop in and visit me 

at 19240 East Pennsyl-
vania Ave. Dunnellon, Fl 

www.hairbykatbunn.
weebly.com

LET US
WORK FOR

YOU!

CALL
TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

Riverland 
News

Classifieds 
Get Results!

MEDICAL BILLING 
TRAINEES
NEEDED!

Train to become a
Medical Office Assistant. 

NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online

training gets you Job 
ready ASAP. HS 
Diploma/GED & 

PC/Internet needed! 
(888)374-7294

WANTED DEAD
OR ALIVE
WASHERS
& DRYERS

(352) 209-5135

DUDLEY’S
AUCTION

THREE SALES

Thurs 1-6 Walk about 
Auction  3pm

in & out- furniture, 
box lot, value new 

items & fun
Sat 1-8 Estate TAG 

sale 8am 1747
SE 5th St Ocala,
FL 34471 Entire

Contents
Sun 1-9- Antique & 
Collectible Auction
1 pm 100 lots live
& online. Furniture, 
jewelry, rugs, coins, 

sterling & more 
500+lots

Dudley’s Auction
352-637-9588
www.dudleys
auction.com

10%BP
Au2267 AB1667

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER 
WANTED

Newspaper carrier 
wanted for early 

morning delivery of 
the Citrus County 

Chronicle and other 
newspapers for 
home delivery

customers.
3 to 4 hours per day.

Must have insured 
and reliable

vehicle -
preferable a van 

SUV, or pick up with 
a cap - Large enough 
to hold our Sunday 

product

Apply in Person
1624 N Meadowcrest 
Blvd, Crystal River
Monday to Friday 

8am - 5pm

Newspaper
carriers are
independent

contractors, not
employees of the

Citrus County
Chronicle

Attend College
Online 100%.

*Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice,
*Hospitality, *Web.

Job placement assis-
tance. Computer and

Financial Aid for quali-
fied students. SCHEV

authorized.
Call 888-203-3179 

www.Centura
Online.com

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

CALL TOLL FREE
1-877-676-1403

RIVERL AND
NEWS

CL ASSIFIEDS
GET RESULTS!

AIRLINES ARE
HIRING

Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved 

program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing

available CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 

(866)314-3769

Drivers - HIRING
EXPERIENCED

/INEXPERIENCED 
TANKER DRIVERS! Earn 

up to $.51 per mile! New 
Fleet Volvo Tractors! 1 Year 

OTR Exp. Req. - Tanker 
Training Available. Call
Today! (877)882-6537 

www.OakleyTran
sport.com

DRIVERS...

Freight Up = More $ 
Class A CDL Required 

(877)258-8782. 
www.ad-drivers.com

YOUR NEW DRIVING 
JOB IS ONE PHONE 

CALL AWAY!
Experienced CDL-A 

Drivers and
Recent Grads -

Excellent Benefits, 
Weekly Hometime. 

Paid Training. 
888-362-8608

AverittCareers.com 
Equal Opportunity 

Employer

DRIVERS:

All Miles PAID 
(Loaded & Empty)!

Home on the
weekends!

Running Class-A 
CDL Flatbed

Lease to Own-
No Money Down

CALL: 
888-880-5916

Medical Careers
begin here

Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Man-
agement. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Computer and 
Financial Aid if qualified. 

SCHEV certified. Call 
888-203-3179 

www.CenturaOnline.com

AIRLINE CAREERS

Train for hands on 
Aviation Mainte-

nance Career. FAA
approved program. 

Financial aid if
qualified - Housing 

available CALL
Aviation

Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-314-3769

Certified
Activities

Coordinator

The Centers is
seeking an Activities 

Coordinator.
Independent Contrac-
tor for up to 20 hours 

per week, & may
consider part-time

employment.  SIGN 
ON BONUS for

availability to start
immediately. Must be 
eligible for or have 

current ADC Certifica-
tion. This position will 

provide direct
services, training & 

consultation for Adult 
Psychiatric Unit in a 
Crisis Stabilization

facility to clients and 
staff.  Must be skilled 
in writing individual-

ized &/or group activity 
plans for special 
needs population 

(mentally ill, substance 
abuse, MR).

Please submit salary
requirements.  
DFWP/EOE/We 
E-Verify  Fax or 

e-mail resume to HR, 
the Centers, Inc., 
(352) 291-5580, 

jobs@thecenters.us  
For more info visit 
www.thecenters.us

Today’s
New Ads

BASS BOAT
1986 20 ft Fiberglass. 
1995 Evinrude 150 hp.  
Bow mounted trolling 
motor.  Trailer w/new 
wheels and tires, plus 
spare. $3,000 or B.O. 

352-433-5913

FOREST RIVER
2001 Sierra 5th Wheel, 
32 ft. Twin slide-outs.  
As Is,.$7,000 or Best 
Offer. 352-433-5913

KAWASAKI
1980 750 LTD. Runs. 

Best Offer. Call 
352-433-5913

Live in Care Giver
for your loved ones,
Excellent References 
Call Joyce Ann (local 
res.) 850-661-1312

PEAS
Conch
Zippers

Black Eye
Purple Hull

Vicky (352) 322-0701
(352) 465-8313

Baby sitter
Needed

2 weeks in each 
month, for 1 & 3 
year old boys.

Dunnellon
Area Only

(863)617-2077

Exp. Front End
Associate

for medical office
Computer skills a 

must. EMR/Medical
billing a plus.

Fax Resume to:
352-344-8218

LETTERS
continued from page 7



Rainbow Springs LGA
Results from May 23

Tournament play was “Cross Over,” individual gross
and net. Consecutive scores from the back nine were
compared with consecutive scores from the front
nine, with the better score being used to calculate the
best nine holes played. Handicaps were used hole by
hole.

Flight A
First Low Gross, C. Oman, 38.
First Low Net, T. Bulson, 30.

Flight B
First Low Gross, S. Abrams, 45.
First Low Net, tie, N. Meyer/A. Carey, 33.
Greenies: C. Oman, hole No. 4, 1 feet, 6.5 inches; T.

Bulson, hole No 8, 3 feet, 9 inches; T. Bulson, hole No.
13, 7 feet, 4.5 inches; T. Richard, hole No. 16, 1 foot.

Results from May 16
Tournament play was, “Blind Holes,” individual

gross and net. After all players had begun the round,
the Pro Shop randomly selected the 12 holes — six on
the front and six on the back — to be counted for the
tournament.

Flight A
First Low Gross: G. Baker, 54. 
First Low Net: S. Abrams, 46; second low net, J.

Botzenhart, 47.
Flight B

First Low Gross, K. Guckert, 69.
First Low Net, M. Holsipple, 48; second low net, C.

Boos, 50.
Chip-In’s: J.Botzenhart, hole No. 13.
Greenies: J. Villa, hole No. 4, in the hole; A. Carey,

hole No. 8, 11 feet, 5 inches; J. Villa, hole No. 13, 5 feet,
9 inches; G. Baker, hole No. 16, “In the Hole.”

Birdies: J. Villa, hole No. 4.

into power in Cuba and
there was a mass exo-
dus of Cubans to
Florida creating the
need for more priests to
this area.

“I’ve always wanted
to work with the poor
before the priesthood
because of my mother,”
he explained, noting
his mother was a nurse
by profession. “She al-
ways worked with the
African-American ba-
bies and the African
mission. She was good.”

MacGabhann espe-
cially enjoyed working
with the youth. Just one
of the many ways he
helped them was by
teaching them to organ-
ize and produce Broad-
way-type plays with the
teens as actors, stage
hands and crew.

“Kevin had a good tal-
ent dealing with youth,”
said Father Richard
Murphy, pastor of Holy
Cross in Vero Beach
and a longtime friend.
“He is a very caring
type of fellow.”

Murphy and MacGab-
hann were just two of
the many Irish priests
who found themselves
alone in a strange coun-
try and became friends.
Not knowing each other
before reaching Miami,
the group supported
each other like family
and reminisced about
Ireland.

“I came over from
Ireland with about 13
others in 1965,” Murphy
said. “All being from
the same neck of the
woods, we understood
their ups and downs
and their good and bad
points.”

Father Joe Pinchock,
now retired, was the
pastor of St. John the
Baptist Church when
MacGabhann moved to
Dunnellon in 2004.
They actually first met
50 years ago when Pin-
chock was the student
and MacGabhann was
the new pastor.

“My family lived in
Hialeah and I was in
high school at Immacu-

late Conception when I
first saw Kevin with his
rosy cheeks,” Father
Pinchock recalled. “He
had the largest Catholic
Youth Organization in
the diocese and his
plays touched so many
people’s hearts. The
court systems respected
him enough to ask for
his intervention in
some of their youth
cases.”

The Irish priests and
nuns came from cold
Ireland, dressed in very
heavy, black garments
and soon went over to a
lighter, white habit
after living in Florida
for a while, according
to Father Pinchock.

“Most of the Irish left
home and family to
come to a missionary
land,” Father Pinchock
explained. “Monsignor
Berry took all the Irish
priests under his wing
to make sure they had a
good experience in
America.”

Father MacGabhann
owns a modest home in
Dunnellon and al-
though retired, still
continues a full sched-
ule at the church and
assists at the Open Gate
Retreat Center in
Williston.

“Father Joe (Pin-

chock) set it up in the
fall of 2008 for Father
Kevin to do the liturgy
here,” said Brother
Hugh McFadden, co-di-
rector of the Open Gate.
“A friendship struck up
and he is like an older
brother to me. He does
about half the liturgy
here and he is a bless-
ing to us.”

At his first service at
St. John the Baptist, Fa-
ther MacGabhann im-
pressed one of the
parishioners with his
compassion. John
Deakins was helping
his wife, Beverley, pre-
pare the church when
they received a call
that a 3-year-old had
died and they wanted to
see a priest. 

“I drove father to the
house a long distance
away, down a dirt
road,” Deakins said.
“He comforted the par-
ents and related of his
own experience of his
sister dying and it con-
soled them. It was very
moving.”  

The first variety show
Father MacGabhann
produced and directed
in Dunnellon was in
April 2005 included
both the young and
older parishioners. The
tickets to an evening of

music, dance and
laughter were quickly
sold out and the audi-
ence encouraged him to
continue doing the pro-
ductions. Due to the se-
rious illness of key
participants, the last
event was in March
2010.

“We enjoyed doing
the shows because it
brought laughter to
everyone at a time
when we all needed it,”
MacGabhann said.

Although retired, he
has spent the past nine
years in Dunnellon
helping people and
making an impression
on them and he is still
going strong.

“He is a blessing for
me and the parish and
whenever I knock at his
door he is there,” said
Father Jean Desir, pas-
tor of St. John the Bap-
tist Church. “His faith
is strong. His wisdom
and humility inspires
me.” 

Augie Salzer is a 
correspondent for the
Riverland News. Email
her at Augie@Thingsin
Town.com. 
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 Sometime between late Saturday, May 18 and Thursday morning, May 
 23, someone took one of our wooden canoe paddle chimes from the 
 front porch of our gallery. We will offer a reward for the return of the 
 wind chime, or will exchange for another wind chime, or bring it back 
 and I will help you make a chime for you to keep.

 REED GALLERY
 20709 W. Pennsylvania Ave.

 In the Historic Village, Dunnellon, FL 34431
 Summer Hours: 11 to 4 Thursday, Friday and Saturday

 Thank You, Jim & Jill Reed

JEFF BRYAN/Riverland News
Father Kevin MacGabhann blesses the wine Mon-
day prior to communion at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church. Although retired, he still contin-
ues a full schedule at the church and assists at
the Open Gate Retreat Center in Williston.

FAITH
continued from page 1

GOLF SCORES
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