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By CHRIS GEORGE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – There will be no suspense in 
Largo when elections arrive Nov. 6. In fact, 
there will be no election at all, because all 
four city commissioners whose seats were 
up were re-elected by default Aug. 3 when 
no one came forward by the end of the 
candidate qualifying period to challenge 
them.

Therefore, Michael Smith, Samantha 
Fenger, Donna Holck and John Carroll 
will serve another four years on the 
commission, which is comprised of six 

commissioners and the mayor, all of 
whom are elected in nonpartisan, at-
large elections. The annual salary of each 
commissioner is just over $15,000.

The only suspense was whether all of 
the incumbents would qualify in time 
by completing the requirements, which 
included getting 200 registered voters of 
the city to sign petition cards nominating 
them. It came down to the last few days, 
but they all managed to do so, clearing the 
path for their re-election.  

According to City Clerk Diane Bruner, 
who serves as the city elections offi cial, the 
last time an entire election was canceled 

in Largo was 2004. It also means the 
city won’t have to pay the approximately 
$6,500 the election was expected to cost.

Smith, who currently serves as vice 
mayor and is a Forward Pinellas board 

member, is a Largo native elected to 
the commission in 2011 and re-elected 
in 2014. He is a library assistant at 
the Barbara S. Ponce Public Library in 
Pinellas Park.

Fenger was elected to the commission 
in 2014. She was formerly a land use 
planner with Pinellas County and the city 
of Tampa and is a Realtor with Imapp 
Realty Group. She also serves on the 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority Board 
of Directors.

Holck of West Islip, New York, was 

Incumbents return to posts
Election canceled after four commissioners are uncontested, re-elected by default

By CHRIS GEORGE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – City commissioners took the 
fi rst step toward increasing solid waste fees 
Aug. 7 when they voted 4-3 to approve a 20 
percent residential and commercial hike.

The increase, which would be the fi rst 
since 2007 and take effect Oct. 1, would 
cost each resident about $3.50 more each 
month and generate about $2 million 
annually.

Because revenue from commercial 
propert ies has been subsidiz ing 
the residential program, city staff 
recommended a 25 percent residential 
increase. Commissioners, however, agreed 
with the Finance Advisory Board’s 20 
percent across-the-board recommendation 
in order to be more equitable.

“Strategically, with some of the things 
we’ve been trying to do in the city as far 
as a reserve fund for our budget and some 
other things, I think this kind of follows 
that path,” Commissioner Jamie Robinson 

By SUZETTE PORTER

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – Pinellas County public schools 
open for classes Aug. 13, and staff will be 
ready, according to Superintendent Michael 
Grego.

Grego updated School Board members 
July 31 about work done over the summer 
and last minute preparations to make sure 
everything was good to go when students 
arrive.

During that last Board meeting before 
the start of school, Grego said it was a 
“time of great excitement,” as he thanked 
all those who had worked to prepare and 
taken part in staff development over the 
summer.

He said the District’s transportation 
system was ready. All buses on 450 routes 
have a driver. The Transportation Call 

City moves 
forward 
with rate 
increase

Schools get 
set for the 
opening bell

20 percent solid waste fee 
hike would increase bills 
by about $3.50 monthly

City hopes fi rst painted crosswalk spurs excitement for public art

a CROSSWALK 
to REMEMBER

Photo by CHRIS GEORGE

Artist Tiffany Beasi shows off a portion of the crosswalk she painted on Central Park Drive between the Largo 
Public Library and Central Park Performing Arts Center. The freelance artist based out of Boca Raton said the 
concept behind the design, which is titled “Growing is Key” and meant to represent both facilities, is that music, 
art and reading are a natural and important part of a person’s growth and development.

By CHRIS GEORGE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – If you’ve wondered why 
a portion of Central Park Drive had 
been closed for about 10 days the 
past two weeks, there’s a colorful 
explanation. 

Artist Tiffany Beasi has been 
battling the elements as part of a 
public art project funded by the 
North Pinellas Cultural Alliance to 
paint the crosswalk between the 
Largo Public Library and Central 
Park Performing Arts Center. 

The arts group, whose mission 
is to promote the arts in Pinellas 
County north of Ulmerton Road, 
which includes Clearwater, 
Dunedin, Palm Harbor, Safety 
Harbor, Oldsmar and Tarpon 
Springs, funded the $2,000 project 
that was completed Aug. 3.

Beasi, a freelance artist based 
out of Boca Raton, said the concept 
behind the design, which is titled 
“Growing is Key” and meant to 
represent both facilities, is that 
music, art and reading are a natural 
and important part of a person’s 
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‘Growing is Key’

Artist Tiffany Beasi said the concept behind the design, which is titled 
“Growing is Key,” is that music, art and reading are an important part of a 
person’s growth and development. The center of the painting features a key 
growing from a musical instrument base as branches stretch across the 
whole crosswalk. On the east side, books are fl ying from the growing key 
toward the library and to the west is a music bar with performers dancing 
across toward the Performing Arts Center.

DRESSING UP CENTRAL PARK DRIVE

VACATION
DESTINATION
Did you hit the road this summer for 
your annual summer vacation? Did 
you sail the high seas or explore the 
pyramids of ancient Egypt? Submit your 
photos to lmosby@TBNweekly.com for 
a chance to be featured on TBN’s new 
travel page each month.

ENTERTAINMENT

Largo show pays 
tribute to U2, INXS

Vertigo, a tribute to U2; and Original 
Sin, a tribute to INXS will hit the stage 
Saturday, Aug. 11, at the Central Park 
Performing Arts Center. Also check out 
our Diversions section to read about the 
lineup for the Largo Lions Club annual 
Spotlight Series and Theatre eXception-
al’s latest performance.

… Page 1B, 3B.

LARGO

Time is now for 
Tutterow sign-ups

Registration for the 2018-19 Tutterow 
Dance Academy programs will be held 
for returning students Friday-Saturday, 
Aug. 10-11, at the Largo Community 
Center. The academy offers professional 
instruction in ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, 
lyrical, acro, and preschool classes for 
boys and girls ages 2 to adult. 

… Page 5A.

POLICE

29 unlicensed 
contractors caught

Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri 
sent a message to unlicensed contrac-
tors during an Aug. 6 press conference 
in St. Petersburg. “Go get licensed, stop 
doing it illegally, or you’re going to go to 
jail,” said Gualtieri, who announced that 
investigators arrested 29 suspects with 
over 60 criminal charges.

… Page 6A.

VIEWPOINTS

Debra Saunders
Trump’s Twitter 

rants raise questions.
… Page 11A.
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‘Christopher Robin’ magical  
  for kids, nostalgic for adults

     TBN Entertainment Editor Lee Clark Zumpe says Disney’s 
   new live-action take on Winnie the Pooh a delight for kids, a 
  reminder for adults that it can stink to get older. … Page 3B.

Be prepared this hurricane season  Are your windows and doors sturdy?   ... Page 10A.

Also inside
Read about the three County 
Commission candidates – Larry Ahern, 
Barb Haselden and Kathleen Peters 
– who are competing for Republican 
votes in the Aug. 28 primary election. 
Page 8A

Check out TBNweekly.com for 
more local news, including:

• Former Madeira Beach city 
manager facing a hearing before the 
State Commission on Ethics.

• Efforts to persuade restaurants 
and bars to discontinue the use of 
plastic straws are having a rippling 
effect in beach communities.

Also online

MANICURE w/SHELLAC &

HOT STONE PEDICURE 39 Ex
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SHAMPOO/CUT/STYLE 25

20% OFF NEW NAILS CLIENTS
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12000 INDIAN ROCKS ROAD, LARGO
727-595-9999

Now Offering Permanent Make-Up

Reg. 350

Reg. 250

Long/Thick Hair Additional.

20% OFF
All Services

for New Clients.

Manicure w/Shellac
& Basic Pedicure

$42
FULL SET

$5 OFF

12046 Indian Rocks Road, Largo
Corner of Walsingham & Indian Rocks Next to Bealls Outlet

727-595-1222

www.VONailsandSpa.com

SWEET PEDICURE
$3 OFF

Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 9/15/18 Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 9/15/18 Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 9/15/18 Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 9/15/18
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Academy of Animal Arts • Any Dog Breed!
Includes Wash / Dry / Nails / Ears and a Trim!

Visit our State-Of-The-Art Facility at

1258 West Bay Dr. Suite E, Largo
academyofanimalarts.com

(727) 596-CLIP (2547)

SM

$22 (New Client)
Pet Grooming Special!

080218T
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SEMINOLE • 7501 Seminole Blvd. • (727) 391-6642 SUNSET POINT • 23988 U.S. Hwy. 19 N. • (727) 441-3591

LARGO MALL • 10500 Ulmerton Rd., Ste. 740 • (727) 586-5553 FT. HARRISON • 820 S. Ft. Harrison Ave. • (727) 581-7472

S. PASADENA • 1155 Pasadena Ave. • (727) 347-2938

ST. PETERSBURG

(727) 522-3692

PALM HARBOR

(727) 787-1866

ZEPHYRHILLS

(813) 788-7833

PORT RICHEY

(727) 848-4746

BROOKSVILLE

(352) 597-9689

SPRING HILL

(352) 200-2034

PLANT CITY

(813) 754-4813

NORTH TAMPA

(813) 935-0824

SUN CITY CENTER

(813) 634-8451

BRITTON PLAZA

(813) 831-9442

BRANDON

(813) 681-4046

INVERNESS

(352) 726-1916

HOMOSASSA

(352) 621-8000

ELLENTON

(941) 722-7200

BRADENTON

(941) 747-6966

PORT CHARLOTTE

(941) 623-4918

NORTH SARASOTA

(941) 355-3800

SOUTH SARASOTA

(941) 922-6028

VENICE

(941) 451-5070

N. LAKELAND

(863) 682-1965

S. LAKELAND

(863) 646-6663

WINTER HAVEN

(863) 297-8000

27 Locations in the Tampa Bay area



Largo 3A Leader, August 9, 2018

Teens invited to join Leadership Council
LARGO – The Largo City Commission is accepting applications for the 

Largo Youth Leadership Council, which serves to engage young people in 
local government. 

Selected teens will learn about city government, complete various 
community service projects and learn leadership skills, such as making 
public presentations, meeting management and project leadership. 

To apply to be a member of the council, applicants must be in grades 
9-12, residents of the city of Largo and have a desire to learn about city 
government. Interested students can visit Largo.com/LYLC and complete 
an online application. City leaders will review qualifi ed applicants and 
selected candidates will be appointed by the commission. Deadline to 
apply is Sept. 15. 

Council meetings will be held on the fi rst Wednesday of the month 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at City Hall, 201 Highland Ave NE. 

For more information, visit Largo.com/LYLC or contact the committee 
liaison at 727-587-6702 or LYLC@largo.com.

Registration open for Citizens’ Academy
LARGO – Largo residents are invited to get a behind-the-scenes look 

into city government at this year’s Citizens’ Academy. 
Participants will experience hands-on demonstrations, fi eld trips and 

learn what is involved in running a city. Elected offi cials and city leaders 
will host sessions designed to provide attendees insight on how local 
government works.

Registration is open for the free 10-week course scheduled for Monday 
evenings from Sept. 17 through graduation on Dec. 4. Classes generally 
meet from 6 to 8 p.m. Applications are available at Largo.com/Volunteer 
and must be submitted by Sept. 3.

For more information, call City Clerk Diane Bruner at 727-587-6710 
or email dbruner@largo.com.

City seeks feedback with budget app
LARGO – The city of Largo hopes to spark engagement with its new 

online community budget input app, Balancing Act, designed to make 
the budget process more accessible.

With Balancing Act, residents can learn about the city’s General Fund 
budget, adjust revenues and expenditures to create a balanced budget, 
while providing feedback to city Leaders on budget decisions. Engage 
in the budget process by choosing to increase funding for programs, 
decreasing taxes, trimming expenditures or sharing comments all while 
balancing the City budget.

To launch the app, visit Largo.com/BalancingAct. Feedback received 
through Balancing Act will be reviewed by City Commission and city 
leaders in the next few months. The community is also encouraged to 
engage further by attending public hearings or emailing OMB@largo.com.

Highland, Southwest offer after-school care
LARGO – The city of Largo’s Recreation, Parks and Arts Department 

is now offering after-school care at Southwest and Highland recreation 
complexes. 

During their time in after care, kids will rotate every 30-45 minutes 
through fun activities, such as karate, tennis, STEM, cooking, yoga, 
Zumba, archery, fishing, crafts and more. Children also can take 
advantage of homework help.

Transportation to facilities is available for the following schools:
To Highland Recreation, 400 Highland Ave. NE.: Ponce, Belcher, 

Fuguitt, Pinellas Preparatory Academy and Pinellas Academy of Math & 
Science.

To Southwest Recreation, 13120 Vonn Road: Mildred Helms, Anona, 
Oakhurst and Plato Academy-Seminole.

Register to reserve a spot. The cost is $75 each week and Early 
Learning Coalition funding is accepted. 

City Briefs

Center is open. Grego encouraged 
parents with questions about bus 
routes to call 727-587-2020 now, 
instead of waiting until school 
starts. The Call Center is open 
Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.

Grego plans to greet bus drivers 
as they start their day at 4:30 
a.m. Aug. 13 before heading out to 
visit the schools, starting with the 
new Pinellas Technical School in 
Seminole.

He asked that parents take note 
of bell time changes that occurred 
when the start time for high 
schools was changed to 7:20 a.m. 
For more information, visit pcsb.
org/belltimes.

One of the biggest challenges 
staff faced over the summer was 
implementing safety and security 
measures as required by state law 
following the school shooting in 
Parkland. Grego said all building 
assessments had been completed 
and sent to the Florida Department 
of Education. The mental health 
plan also has been submitted to 
the state.

New schools police officers 
have completed training. Clint 
Herbic, associate superintendent 
for operational services, said the 
offi cers would receive their school 
assignments Aug. 2. They then will 
get an opportunity to meet with the 
school principal and get to know 
their school. 

Staff will complete training by 
time classes begin. Age-appropriate 
training videos for students also 
are ready to be viewed soon 
after school starts. School Board 
members asked for an opportunity 
to review the videos prior to them 
being shown to students.

Grego said he had looked at draft 
videos and had been assured they 
were age appropriate.

“I want our young people to be 
safe, but I also want them to enjoy 
and be comfortable at school,” he 
said.

In another area of safety, Grego 
reminded residents that roads 
would be more crowded when 
students return to classes.

“Those big yellow buses hold 
precious cargo,” he said.

He recommended that motorists 
leave a few minutes early to allow 
for the increase in traffi c. He also 
asked that they pay attention to the 
laws and the children. He asked for 
patience, especially in the fi rst few 
days as some students navigate the 
bus system for the fi rst time.

School Board member Peggy 
O’Shea added that motorists 
needed to slow down in school 
zones. She said law enforcement 
would be visible and would be 
giving tickets.

“Watch out for our kids,” she 
said.

For more information on back to 
school, visit pcsb.org/Page/3039.

New name for 
Food Services

Schoo l  Boa r d  membe r s 
unanimously approved a request 
to change the name of the Food 
Services Department to Food and 
Nutrition. Director Lynn Geist said 
the request was the result of work 
done by a task force to update the 
department’s mission statement 
and goals. She said the name better 
reflected the “nutrition aspect of 
our business.”

T h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a l s o 
recommended a new mission 
statement: Providing Energy for 
Education with Pride, Dedication 
and Nutrit ion. A new logo 
accompanies the changes, which 
Geist said was a “little more 
modern.”

Work continues on a strategic 
plan.

School Board member Terry 
Krassner asked about the work 
done over the summer to feed 
students, who rely on the schools 
for food when classes are in 
session. The School District 
collaborates with child hunger 
advocates, which have helped to 
expand the program.

About 10,500 lunches a day 
were served over the summer, Geist 
said.

Suzette Porter is TBN’s Pinellas 
County editor. She can be reached at 
sporter@TBNweekly.com.

Back to School
If you missed our Back to 
School special section, 
don’t worry. You can visit 
TBNweekly.com to fi nd the 
entire section, which features 
plenty of tips and information 
for the new school year.

BACK   SCHOOLSCHOOL22
2 0 1 82 0 1 8

T O

SCHOOLS, from page 1A

How to contribute 
All press releases are pub-

lished on a space available 
basis. They are subject to ed-
iting for grammar, length and 
general newspaper style.

We are not able to predict 
exactly the issue it will be 
printed – or even guarantee 
that it will be used.

The deadline for all copy is 
Friday, noon, preceding pub-
lication date. The newspapers 
are published Thursdays. For 
upcoming events, please send 
in your announcement two 
weeks in advance, if possible.

All submissions can be  
emailed to editorial@TBN
weekly.com or faxed to 727-
397-5900. Questions? Call 
727-397-5563 or email.
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13489 Walsingham Road Largo 33774 • 727-595-1983
www.operationsnipfl .org • operationsnipfl @gmail.com

Male Cat - $35 neuter

Female Cat - $45 spay
Dogs  - spay/neuter 

starting at $75

Vaccines start at $15
Welcome TNVR Community Cats!

Non-Profi t

FREE EXAM

Affordable Spay, Neuter & WellCare Services

060718

(for animals that are already 
spayed & neutered)

Wellness Clinics by Appt.
Tues: 1-3pm, Fri: 8-1

1st Thurs. of the month 1-3pm

030818

Reserve Your Appointment Online
www.salonwest.com

ALL SALONS OPEN:
Monday-Thursday 8am-9pm • Friday 9am-7pm

Saturday 9am-5pm • Sunday 10am-5pm
Seminole Aveda 9am-6pm Saturday • Sunday 10am-6pm

NOW OPEN
IN SEMINOLE CITY CENTER
11167 Park Blvd., Seminole

727.953.7477
Get This Season’s Latest Looks

With Our “New Talent” Stylists

89* Valid
Monday - Wednesday

PARTIAL FOIL / CUT / STYLE
*Limited time offer, includes one color partial foils.

Longer hair may be additional. Not valid with any other offers. 

SET THE TREND
FOR BACK TO SCHOOL*

Show valid school ID and receive

20% OFF
all hair and skin care products*

*Offer valid from August 1 - August 31.
Excludes Appliances, Gifts Sets or Sale Items

4 locations to serve you!

Largo/Belleair • 833 West Bay Drive • 727.588.9808 

Largo/Seminole • 13668 Walsingham Road • 727.596.9800

Clearwater • 1530 N. McMullen Booth Road • 727.726.8181

Seminole • 11167 Park Blvd., Suite C • 727.953.7477
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MM9239 MM21147
MM19918 MA84928Scan Me For Special Offers

PICK 3 FOR
• Shellac Mini Mani • Spa Manicure

• Spa Pedicure • Make-Up Application

• 30 Min. Massage • Express Facial

• Brow & Lip Wax • Brow & Lash Tint

• Shampoo & Style

• Pureology Conditioning Treatment

*Services cannot be divided between days or guests.
Not valid with any other offers. Spa services available at
select locations. Not all services available at all locations

99*

Blinds • Shutters • Repairs
Offering Top Of The Line,

Affordable Products Including:
Hunter Douglas • Somfy • SMI Shutters

Bandalux Retractable Awning • Bahama Shutters

727-515-6227
www.ElegantBlinds-Shutters.com

We Specialize in Personalized, Professional
Service. Please Call For Your Free

In-Home Consultation

B
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Around Largo
Park to host skateboarding competition

LARGO – Show off your skateboarding skills at Bayhead Action 
Park’s fi rst skateboarding competition Saturday, Aug. 18, from 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Skateboarders of all ages and levels are welcome to participate at 
the skatepark at 375 Seminole Blvd. by preregistering at Southwest 
Recreation Complex or at the gate at the day of the event.

The cost is $20 to skate and $2 to watch.
For more information, call 727-518-3125.

Skyway Cat Club to host TICA show
LARGO – The Skyway Cat Club of Tampa Bay will host The 

International Cat Association All-breed Cat Show on Saturday and 
Sunday, Aug. 18-19, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Minnreg Hall, 6340 126th 
Ave. N.

Cats will compete in 12 different rings both days. Judges from all 
around the world and the United States will evaluate cats both days. 
The event will include feline education and welfare. Attendees will have 
an opportunity to learn about different breeds of cats and how to care 
for them. 

The show will feature more than 25 breeds of cats. Vendors will 
have cat trees, cat beds, toys, unique gifts, and much more cat-related 
items for sale. Cats and kittens will be available for adoption from local 
shelters. There will be a raffl e and food will be available for purchase. 

Parking is free. Admission is $6 for adults, $3 for children and free 
for children age 5 and younger.

Event organizers will be collecting items for a local spay and neuter 
clinic. Attendees are encouraged to donate items such as blankets, 
bleach, paper towels, printing paper, tall kitchen trash bags, cleaning 
supplies, offi ce supplies, baby wipes and cat and dog crates. Those 
who bring a can or dry cat food to donate will receive a $1 discount on 
admission.

For information, visit  www.skywaycatclub.com or call 727-289-1989.

Health screenings coming to Largo church
LARGO – Residents living in and around Largo can learn about 

their risk for cardiovascular disease, osteoporosis, diabetes and other 
chronic serious conditions with affordable screenings by Life Line 
Screening.

Screenings will be offered Friday, Aug. 24, at Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, 455 Missouri Ave. N., Largo.

The screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque buildup in your arteries, related to risk for heart 

disease, stroke and overall vascular health.
• HDL and LDL Cholesterol levels
• Diabetes risk
• Bone density as a risk for possible osteoporosis
• Kidney and thyroid function, and more
Screenings are affordable, convenient and accessible for wheelchairs 

and those with trouble walking. Free parking is also available. Packages 
start at $149. Pre-registration is required.

For information, call 877-237-1287 or visit www.lifelinescreening.
com.

Free swing dance lessons offered
LARGO – Free West Coast swing lessons are offered at 8 p.m. each 

Friday at the Suncoast Ballroom, 7500 Ulmerton Road, Largo.
West Coast Swing is a six-count, slotted partner dance that uses a 

variety of music formats.
For more information, visit www.tbwcsa.com.

 Largo Central Park
Largo Central Park is at 101 Central Park Drive. Within the park are 

the Central Park Performing Arts Center, 105 Central Park Drive; the 
Largo Feed Store, 295 Central Park Drive; and the Largo Public Library, 
120 Central Park Drive. To contact the library, call 727-587-6715.

Exhibit celebrates band’s 50th anniversary
LARGO – The Largo Public Library is celebrating the Largo High 

School Band of Gold with a 50th anniversary exhibit in Gallery 120 
through Aug. 30.

Follow an interactive timeline, with special memorabilia featuring 
sights and sounds, as the original 1968 “Packer Band” transforms into 
the world champion Band of Gold under the leadership of band director 
Robert R. Cotter, bringing national and international fame to Largo.

Library offering genealogy classes 
LARGO – The Largo Public Library hosts several free genealogy 

classes each month.
Class duration is 60 to 90 minutes depending on content and 

questions. 
No registration required. For the complete listing of all classes 

and scheduled times, visit fl pgs.blogspot.com, email Bob Bryan at 
BBryan84@gmail.com or call 727-595-4521.

SHINE offers assistance at library
LARGO – If you are celebrating your 65th birthday this year, recently 

retired or just want to know more about your health care options under 
Medicare, SHINE may be able to help. 

SHINE, a free program offered by the Florida Department of 
Elder Affairs and the local Area Agency on Aging schedules free, 
unbiased and confi dential counseling appointments the fi rst and third 
Wednesday each month at Largo Public Library. Please call 727-587-
6715 to schedule your appointment.

Ukulele society to hold monthly workshop
LARGO – A monthly ukulele workshop will be held at the Largo 

Public Library on the third Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Hosted by the Tampa Bay Ukulele Society, the workshop provides 

an introduction to the ukulele. A limited number of instruments will be 
supplied by the society, so participants are urged to bring their own if 
you have one.

For more information, call 727-587-6715, email libraryinfo@largo.
com, or visit www.LargoPublicLibrary.org. 

Highland Recreation Complex
Highland Recreation Complex is at 400 Highland Ave. Visit 

HighlandRecreation.com or call 727-518-3016.

Class to teach kids how to become a mermaid
LARGO – Children won’t have to go all the way to Weeki Wachee to 

learn how to become a mermaid because Highland Recreation Complex 
will host Mermaid 101 on Saturday, Aug. 11, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Using swimmable mermaid tails, instructor Karen Tickner will 
teach kids age 6-13 mermaid swimming skills and underwater tricks. 
Participants will also receive an “Offi cial Mermaid Certifi cation.”

The cost is $59 for each child. For an additional cost, mermaids can 
take home their own tails.

The class is limited to eight participants, who must be able to 
fl oat on their back, roll over on the surface, and can swim 25 yards 
unassisted and be comfortable in deep water. 

Lifeguards will be on duty.

Tickets on sale for pair of family events
LARGO – Tickets are on sale now for a pair of annual events that will 

provide plenty of fun for the whole family. 
The 2018 Daddy Daughter Date Night will be held Saturday, Sept. 

15, from 5 to 8 p.m., at the Largo Community Center, 400 Alt Keene 
Road.

Dads and daughters can enjoy all things Parisian at this fun 
evening complete with dinner, dancing, games and plenty of photo 
opportunities.

While dads and daughters dance the night away, Highland 
Recreation Complex, 400 Highland Ave. NE, will host the fi fth annual 
Mom Son Messy Madness from 6 to 8 p.m., a special night just for 
moms and sons in grades K-8. Dinner, dessert and interactive messy 
games are all included.

Tickets for Daddy Daughter Date Night are $39 per couple and $12 
each additional daughter. Mom Son Messy Madness tickets are $25 per 
couple and $8 for each additional son. Tickets are on sale at the Largo 
Community Center, Highland Recreation Complex and Southwest 

elected to the commission in 2014. She owned 
and operated Unique Nails Etc., Inc., for 20 
years and currently is the owner of DGH Tax 
Consulting, Inc. She also is a member of the 
Pinellas County Homeless Leadership Board.

Carroll of Oswego, New York, also was 
elected to the commission in 2014. He is an 
Army veteran and was a member of the Largo 
Police Department for 33 years, serving in many 
roles including chief. He currently is fi rst vice 
president of the Suncoast League of Cities Board 
of Directors.

Looking ahead
Tampa Bay Newspapers reached out to all 

four and asked what their main priorities will be 
and what they hope to help the city accomplish 
in the next four years? Here’s what they had to 
say. 

Donna Holck
My priorities are to 

continue to serve the 
citizens of the city of 
Largo.

I am looking forward 
to working with my 
fellow commissioners in 
moving Largo in a forward 
direction. I am excited about the development 
that is being done in the downtown area. It has 

been talked about for years and is fi nally coming 
to fruition.

Michael Smith
My top pr ior i t i es 

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o 
b e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y , 
economic development/
redeve lopment ,  im-
prov ing  mul t imodal 
transportation, fostering 
cultural and recreational 
opportunities throughout the city, and get our 
citizens involved with what’s happening in Largo. 
The key to a healthy functioning democracy is 
an active, vocal, and well-informed public.

John Carroll
I hope to continue 

t h e  s o l i d  w o r k i n g 
relationships we have 
w i t h  f e l l o w  L a r g o 
commiss ioners  and 
officials in neighboring 
communities. We can 
accomplish great things 
if we listen to our citizens, communicate 
effectively, and seek win-win solutions. This 
requires fostering and maintaining good 
relationships with elected offi cials at the county, 
state and federal level as well. Our involvement 
in the Florida League of Cities (Suncoast League) 
has allowed us to make great strides in this 
area. (I am a big fan of Steven Covey’s “7 Habits 

of Highly Effective People”). In order for us to 
effectively represent our citizens, we need to 
regularly review our oath of offi ce, maintain a 
reputation for respect and cooperation, and be 
staunch defenders of Home Rule. Largo is a city 
of 80,000 people, and we need to act like it.

We have spent a great deal of time and effort 
developing and implementing a solid fi nancial 
plan, strategic plan, rebranding and marketing 
plan, enhancing our outreach efforts, improving 
communication (website, etc.) and creating a 
work environment of trust, respect and prudent 
risk taking. Long-range thinking and planning 
allow us to see beyond the next budget cycle or 
elected offi cial’s term. I see these efforts bearing 
fruit. Nothing speaks as loudly as success, and 
successful projects and initiatives instill a sense 
of community pride.

I am truly honored to serve my community, 
and help make Largo “The Community of Choice 
in Tampa Bay.”

Samantha Fenger
My priorities include 

ensuring sustainable 
growth (e.g., implement 
Largo Environmental 
Action Plan strategies, 
focus on af fordable 
housing) ;  promoting 
economic development 
while maintaining quality of life (e.g., city 
department service levels); and providing the 
most effi cient and effective city services.

said. “And it’s not as big of a hit to the citizens 
as some of these other options that are there.”

Largo resident Robert Bullard said 20 percent 
was still too costly. 

“Some residents of Largo are on tight, limited 
and/or fi xed incomes and could fi nd that any 
tax increase results in risky choices becoming 
necessary – food or necessary medications or 
risking heat stroke because you are unable to 
afford A/C and various other things could be 
problems.”

Reasons for the hike
Assistant Finance Director Rebecca Spuhler 

said there were several reasons for the increase, 
including slow revenue growth, increased costs 
for fuel and salaries, the establishment of a $2 
million debris removal reserve, and a change in 
Chinese policy regarding recyclables.

China, which takes in about half of the 
world’s recyclable materials, instituted a new 
policy this year that bans the import of dozens of 
types of solid waste. Since 2014, the Progressive 
Waste Solutions plant in St. Petersburg has paid 
the city about $300,000 each year for its recy-

clables, but that contract will end in February, 
meaning the city could have to pay its own recy-
cling disposal fees for the fi rst time.

Spuhler said that cost could be as much as 
$500,000 annually, so the city is seeking ways 
to keep the recycling program viable. 

Until worldwide markets settle, Commission-
er Curtis Holmes, who joined commissioners 
John Carroll and Samantha Fenger in voting 
against the ordinance, said the city should con-
sider maintaining the recycling program but 
pay less by taking the materials to the coun-
ty’s waste-to-energy facility where it would get 
burned.

City Manager Henry Schubert said the city 
would continue to explore its options, including 
putting its materials out for bid, but he urged 
patience. 

“One of the awkward things is, yes from a 
purely economic perspective, it probably would 
not make any more sense to do recycling,” he 
said. “Obviously there’s a lot of support to con-
tinue recycling. I think it would be diffi cult to get 
out of the recycling business for two, three, four 
years until the market sorts itself out and then 
try to get back into it.”

Robinson said recycling wasn’t the only rea-
son he voted for the increase.

According to Spuhler, debris removal associ-

ated with Hurricane Irma cost the city about $1 
million, so the city has set up a debris removal 
reserve in case another storm arrives. 

“And that was for a very, very weak storm 
comparatively,” Robinson said. “It was a tropical 
storm that was in and out in a couple of hours 
and we spent months cleaning up debris.”

A second and fi nal vote on the increase will 
take place at the Tuesday, Aug. 21, at City Hall. 

In other news
Six new police offi cers and fi ve new fi refi ght-

ers were offi cially sworn in and introduced to 
the Largo community. Largo Fire Rescue’s Greg 
Cargill also was recognized for his promotion to 
lieutenant.

The new offi cers are Stephen Malandro, Mat-
thew Misner, Dylan Norris, Shane Quick, Shay-
lin Santana and Courtenay Taylor.

Fire Rescue’s newest members are fi refi ghter/
paramedics Eric Krueger and Jorge Pairol, and 
firefighter/EMTs Ryan Herndon, Alessandro 
Rivas and Spencer VanBuskirk.

• Commissioners voted 7-0 to authorize city 
staff to move ahead with a Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection loan not to exceed $62 
million to fi nance improvements to the wastewa-
ter reclamation facility. 

Photos by CHRIS GEORGE

Artist Tiffany Beasi shows off the east end of the crosswalk she painted on Central Park Drive between the Largo Public Library and Central 
Park Performing Arts Center. The $2,000 project was funded by the North Pinellas Cultural Alliance.

growth and development.
She said the center of the painting features a 

key growing from a musical instrument base as 
branches stretch across the whole crosswalk. 
On the east side, books are flying from the 
growing key toward the library and to the west 
is a music bar with performers dancing across 
toward the Performing Arts Center.

“I feel strongly about public art and its 
importance to society’s happiness,” she 
said. “Public art is art for everyone, it can be 
accessible to anyone and it costs nothing for the 
viewer to experience the benefi ts of art, like a 
sense of wellbeing, a feeling of connection and 
decrease negative emotions.”

Beasi, who said she just fi nished a 13-foot 
high, 500-square-foot mural in Lake Worth, 
had never painted a crosswalk before, so the 
challenge was one of the reasons she answered 
the Alliance’s call.

And Mother Nature made sure it was a 
challenge.

“The weather the fi rst couple of days had me 
in a panic, but it’s worked out,” she said.

The rain and heat forced her to paint in the 
early morning and late afternoons and some 
paint did runoff at first, so the project took 
about 40 hours to complete.

Since it features special paint for roadways 
that has a sealant inside, she hopes those 
40 hours will lead to a piece that lasts for 
years.

“Hopefully it will last five, 10 years, but 
nothing lasts forever, especially in this kind of 
environment,” she said. “Even if you do a wall, 
it’s not going to last forever.”

Sparking public art
City Commissioner Jamie Robinson hopes the 

project leaves more than just a mark on Central 

Park Drive. 
“I’m hoping people will realize that Largo is 

open to public art and hopefully will want to 
start coming to Largo,” said Robinson, who sits 
on the Alliance’s board and suggested the site.

During the past several years, city-subsidized 
public art programs to promote murals and 
artistic wraps on traffi c control boxes have been 
discussed but derailed by funding concerns, 
which is why the city has worked to build a 
relationship with the Alliance.

“I think it’s safe to say that both of those 
programs are sitting on a backburner,” Assistant 
City Manager Michael Staffopoulous said. “There 
are commissioners that have an interest in 
promoting arts within the community. We’ve 
just not had the right opportunities to really get 
behind yet.”

Robinson said he is one of those 
commissioners and would like to revisit the idea 
of wraps on traffi c control boxes in downtown. 
He also hopes the crosswalk will spark other 
projects.

“We’ve talked about it (art programs) a lot and 
there’s never been any type of action taken on it, 
so I’m hoping this crosswalk will show people it’s 
something we want in Largo,” he said.

Staffopoulous said the project also could 
become an impetus for more artwork occurring 
on private property throughout the community.

But until the commission decides otherwise, 
he said the city will continue to partner with 
groups such as the Alliance to help fund or 
facilitate projects.

“It’s our hope that at some point it’ll circle 
back around and come back to Largo to pick 
a second location for another type of artwork, 
whether it be painting on a crosswalk, a mural 
or some other type of static art and we can work 
with them further,” he said.

Beasi said it was a great experience, so she’d 
be happy to return to Largo. 

“Seeing people’s feedback and people’s 
faces light up and that kind of inspiration 
coming through and the supportiveness of the 
community is what makes it worth it for me,” 
she said.

ELECTION, from page 1A

RATE HIKE, 
from page 1A

ART, from page 1A

See LARGO, page 5A

Leave Your Mark
The city of Largo invites everyone to stop by the 
Largo Public Library through Saturday, Aug. 11, to 
pick up a free mini-box of chalk and draw hearts, 
smiley faces and messages of appreciation to the 
artist, Tiffany Beasi, and the North Pinellas Cultural 
Alliance on the sidewalk on either side of the project 
between the library and the Central Park Performing 
Arts Center.
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Recreation Complex.
Space is limited for both events. Preregister by Sept. 

10. 
For more information, call the Community Center 

at 727-518-3131, Highland at 727-518-3016 or visit 
PlayLargo.com.

Highland offers day care
LARGO – The city of Largo offers Little Pals 

Preschool, a full-time day care for children ages 3 
through 5. Licensed by the Pinellas County Licensing 
Board, Little Pals will promote a school readiness 
curriculum that works on developing children’s social 
and creative skills and prepare them for kindergarten.

Preschoolers have access to a private outdoor 
playground and PlayWorld, a three-story indoor 
playground.

Head teacher Paula Squitieri has worked in child 
care for more than 17 years.

Little Pals Preschool is open Monday through Friday, 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Cost is $140 per week per child. Space 
is limited to 15 children and children must be potty 
trained. 

Highland also has a VPK program available for 
eligible children. 

Ballroom dancing classes offered
LARGO – Highland Recreation Complex is now 

offering ballroom dancing classes for families, who 
will be taught in a casual, fun environment with lively, 
contemporary music. 

Class will be on Thursday evenings from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m.

The monthly cost is $40 for members and $80 for 
nonmembers. 

Southwest Rec Complex
Southwest Recreation Complex, which includes an 

aquatic complex, is at 13120 Vonn Road. Call 727-518-
3125 for recreation or 727-518-3126 for the pool. Visit 
PlayLargo.com or LargoPools.com.

Garage sale sets up at Southwest
LARGO – A Communitywide Garage Sale will be held 

Saturday, Aug. 18, 8 a.m., at Southwest Recreation 
Complex.

With over 65 tables, you are bound to fi nd some 
great treasures. The garage sale is free to attend and 
features deals on home goods, children’s toys, gently 
used clothing and more. 

To host a table, call Southwest Recreation at 727-
518-3125. Tables are $10 each; limit two tables per 
person.

Trick dog training courses available
LARGO – Learn to do more tricks with your dog 

during a course at Southwest Recreation Complex. 
Owners and dogs will be introduced to all the skills 

necessary to be evaluated for a novice trick dog title 
during the outdoor classes, which will be held on 
Wednesdays Aug. 22-Sept. 12; Oct. 3-24; Nov. 14-Dec. 
12. No class will be held Nov. 21.

The cost is $85 for members and $170 for 
nonmembers for each session.

Aqua bike cycling classes offered
LARGO – The Aquatics Division is offering Aqua Bike 

Cycling, a high-energy water exercise using new aqua 
bikes at Southwest Pool.

The class will be offered Monday and Wednesdays 
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. and Tuesday from 6:15 
to 7 p.m. starting in June.

This class is limited to eight participants per class. 
Cost is $7 for members and $14 for nonmembers. 

Community Center
The Largo Community Center is at 400 Alt. Keene 

Road. Visit LargoCommunityCenter.com or call 727-518-
3131.

Tutterow registration coming up
LARGO – Registration for the 2018-19 Tutterow 

Dance Academy programs will be held for returning 
students Friday, Aug. 10, from 5 to 8 p.m., and new 
students on Saturday, Aug. 11, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
at the Largo Community Center.  

Tutterow Dance Academy offers professional 
instruction in ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, lyrical, acro, 
and preschool classes for boys and girls ages 2 to 
adult. 

The academy is also home to the Tutterow Stars 
of Tomorrow, an award-winning performance 
company, giving students additional performance and 
competition opportunities.

For more information on class registration or 
audition opportunities for the performance company, 
call 727-585-1232 or visit tutterowdancers.com.

Classes and lessons
• Adult tap and ballet classes: Tap classes are 

Tuesdays from 1 to 2 p.m. and Thursdays from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Ballet classes are Wednesdays from noon to 
1:15 p.m. For an additional cost, participants may stay 
for a choreography class that builds off the technique 
taught each week. Tap Technique is $5 for members 
and ballet classes are $7 per class for members.

Weekly events
• Bridge games: Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:30 

to 4 p.m. All players are welcome to join the American 
Contract Bridge League-sanctioned games. The cost is 
$4 with membership or $5, with snacks included. Call 
Joan Waff at 727-895-9073.

• Karaoke: Tuesdays, 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Perform 
your favorite tunes to sing-along CDs, bring your own 
CDs or select from those available. The cost is $1.50 for 
members.

• Mahjong games: Thursdays, 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
Beginners are welcome. The cost is $1.50 for members 
and $5 for nonmembers.

• Sunday Social Dance: Sundays, 6 to 10 p.m. Dress 
to impress and join about 150 singles and friends of all 
ages to dance to an extensive music library to fi t every 
taste. The cost is $10.

Bimonthly events
• Free matinee movies: Every other Thursday, 1 p.m. 

Doors open at 12:30 p.m. Limited refreshments will be 
sold and movie fun facts will be provided.

Monthly events
• Free movies: First Wednesdays at 1 p.m., and third 

Fridays at 7 p.m. All movies are rated G, PG or PG-13 
and are shown with closed captioning when available. 
Light concessions will be available. Check the Largo 
Lantern or call 727-518-3131 for a listing of movies. 

• Senior adult luncheon: Third Thursdays, noon to 
2 p.m. Tickets are $12 and include lunch and a show. 
Tickets go on sale for Recreation Card holders on the 
fi rst of the month prior to each show. Those without 
Recreation Cards can purchase tickets on the second 
of the month. On the day of the show, doors open at 
11:45 a.m., lunch is served between noon and 1 p.m. 
and the show is from 1 to 2 p.m.

Group meetings

American Legion Post 119
LARGO – American Legion Post 119, at 130 First 

Ave. SW, will host several events that are open to the 
public.

Lunches featuring burgers and specials will 
be served Monday and Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. On Wednesday, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., a steak 
hoagie special will be served. Lunch will not be served 
Thursday or Friday, but takeout orders are accepted by 
calling 727-584-2038.

Friday Night Dinners are served from 5 to 8 p.m., 
with music by Karaoke DJ Bill Johnson, 7 to 11 p.m. 
The cost is $7.25 for shrimp or a four-piece chicken 
dinner or all-you-can-eat fried fi sh. It is served with 
rolls, French fries and coleslaw. 

Saturday Night Dinners are served 5 to 8 p.m., with 
music by various artists weekly, 7 to 11 p.m. The cost is 
$8.25 and includes bacon-wrapped fi let mignon served 
with a salad, baked potato and rolls. Coffee is $1.

Sons of the American Legion Post 119 sponsor 
“Wing Madness” every Monday night, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Enjoy chicken wings served hot, mild, barbecue, butter 
and garlic and spicy barbecue for $5 for six or $8 for 
12. French fries and onion rings are available. Bob 
Swenson provides music from 6 to 8 p.m.

Proceeds benefi t the Special Olympics, Fisher House 
at Bay Pines, and American Legion National Child 
Welfare Foundation and National Emergency Fund.

VFW Post 10094
LARGO – VFW Post 10094, at 14450 Walsingham 

Road, offers several events each week that are and 
open to the public.

Each Monday, Bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Hamburgers and hot dogs are served beforehand for 

$3. On Tuesday afternoons, Trivia Time is held from 
2 to 4 p.m. and darts are offered starting at 7 p.m. 
Each Thursday, dinner is served from 6 to 7 p.m. for 
$6 to $7. A different meal is served each week, and 
entertainers vary from week to week. Friday is Karaoke 
With Mollie, which begins at 6 p.m., with hot dogs and 
hamburgers offered from 6 to 7 p.m.

Live entertainment is on Friday, Saturday and 
Sundays inside and outside, weather permitting.

All are welcome, but you must have a current 
membership card to be served alcohol.

Proceeds benefit the Bill Young VA Hospital 
programs, the VFW National Home, Sea Cadet Youth 
activities and the Boy Scouts.

Largo Lions Club
LARGO – The Largo Lions Club meets on the fi rst 

and third Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Tailgaters, 
13847 Walsingham Road. 

The club is a network of volunteers who serve their 
communities, meet humanitarian needs, encourage 
peace and promote international understanding.

For more information, email info@largolionsclub.org 
or visit largolionsclub.org.

Kiwanis Club of Largo/Mid-Pinellas
LARGO – The Kiwanis Club of Largo/Mid-Pinellas 

meets for dinner at 6:30 p.m. on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at The Suncoast Café, 1921 
West Bay Drive.

Each meeting features a speaker and fellowship over 
a meal, where members plan service and fundraising 
projects 

Kiwanis is a worldwide service organization founded 
in 1915 to serve the children of the world and at the 
local level. For more information, visit largokiwanis.
snack.ws/ or call 727-536-0412.

Alzheimer’s caregiver 
support group

LARGO – The Largo Public Library will host an 
Alzheimer’s caregiver support group the second 
Tuesday of each month.

The group provides an opportunity for caregivers 
affected by Alzheimer’s disease or a related dementia 
to share their experiences and receive inspiration, 
guidance and support.

To register or for more information, contact 
Maria Pepe at 727-479-7071 or MariaPepe@
EmpathHealth.org or Tracy Christner 727-536-7364 or 
TracyChristner@EmpathHealth.org.

LARGO, from page 4A

Wills Starting at $89

801 West Bay Drive, Suite 320 • Largo, FL 33770

727-512-5137
www.brianmarantzlaw.com

The Law Offi ce of
Brian Marantz

Wills • Trusts • Probate • Estate Planning • Real Estate 
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Evenings and Weekends by Request

Tampa Airport to Atlantic CityTampa Airport to Atlantic City
JACKPOT!JACKPOT! FEELING

FEELINGLUCKY?
LUCKY?

Accommodations at Harrahʼs or Ballyʼs Casino Resort in Atlantic City
Flights Depart & Return to Tampa Airport

**This offer is subject to availability and management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time without notice. Must be 21 or older to gamble and enter and remain in a NJ casino and participate in any Harrah’s Resort promotions. Flights from Tampa to Atlantic City operated by  Spirit Airlines. Florida Seller of Travel 
Ref. No ST39092. Hotel resort fees of approx. $30 per night, per room are not included. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-Gambler. 080918

Trips include round trip airfare, room accommodations, transfers to and 
from the airport and one free checked bag per person.

casino
tours

Visit us at:
www.snscasinotours.com

Toll Free 1-877-748-1400
119 White Horse Pike Absecon, NJ 08201 • Offi ce hours are 10am-4pm Monday-Friday

 AirportAAAAirppppppport

Tampa Airport
to Atlantic City

Sept. 9 - Sept. 12
Oct. 7 - Oct.10
Nov. 4 - Nov. 7

Harrahʼs Total Reward
members can receive a discount as well as Elite 

Club members for the Hard Rock Casino.
**Please have your card handy when calling the offi ce.

$279pp based on double accupancy.
Single occupancy $309
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REBATE
STARTING AT

$150*

on qualifying purchases

727-524-1445

Monday & Friday 9am-5pm • Tuesday - Thursday 9am-6pm • Saturday 10am-4pm • Closed Sunday

13120 66th St. N., Largo, FL 33773
AbbeyCarpetLargo.hdwfg.com Lic. #C-9153 Lic. #C11147

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made from 6/30/18-8/13/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Each 
window fashions unit must include PowerView Motorization to qualify for rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and 
mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against the card 
balance 6 months after card issuance and each moth thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. 
©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q3NPPC1 080918

3569 Tyrone Blvd., St. Petersburg

Call Today For a Free Estimate

727.381.3232
Insist On The Best
www.wallywatt.com

STOP PAYING STORAGE FEES

Get Your Garage Back

080918
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Police Beat
Deputies investigate fatal crash in St. Pete

ST. PETERSBURG – A vehicle under surveillance by the Violent Crimes 
Task Force ran a red light in the early morning hours of Aug. 2 and 
crashed into a vehicle driven by a South Pasadena man who later died 
from his injuries.

According to deputies assigned to the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
Major Accident Investigation Team, the crash occurred at Fifth Avenue 
North and 49th Street North in St. Petersburg.

Investigators say a Violent Crimes Task Force deputy was driving his 
marked Chevrolet Tahoe in the area of 22nd Avenue South and 23rd 
Street South in St. Petersburg about 4:15 a.m. when he saw a gold 2001 
Chevrolet Malibu driven by John Owa, 28, of St. Petersburg.

The deputy pulled his cruiser behind the Malibu and ran the tag. 
The vehicle’s tag showed that Owa, who is the registered owner, had a 
suspended driver’s license. 

The deputy attempted to conduct a traffi c stop and activated all of his 
emergency equipment, but Owa fl ed westbound on 22nd Avenue South. 
The deputy deactivated his emergency equipment and did not follow or 
pursue. 

The deputy then notifi ed undercover VCTF members who were able to 
monitor Owa from a distance utilizing unmarked vehicles.

Owa continued westbound and entered the Child’s Park Area of St. 
Petersburg. He continued to drive through the residential neighborhood 
at slow speeds. Deputies say Owa picked up speed and at one point hit a 
curb in the residential neighborhood, damaging a tire on the Malibu.

Owa then made a northbound turn on 49th Street South where he 
accelerated to approximately 70 mph and drove through at least three 
intersections with red traffi c lights.

Deputies from VCTF continued to monitor Owa’s Malibu from a distance 
with no emergency equipment activated as the vehicle approached the 
intersection of Fifth Avenue North and 49th Street North in St. Petersburg.

Deputies say a 2007 Ford Mustang driven by Donald Young, 56, of 
South Pasadena, was traveling eastbound on Fifth Avenue North. The 
Mustang entered the intersection of 49th Street North with a green traffi c 
light. 

A witness told deputies that Owa’s Malibu was traveling northbound in 
the southbound lanes of 49th Street North when Owa ran the red traffi c 
light at the intersection and struck the passenger side of Young’s Ford 
Mustang.

Young was treated on scene by EMS and transported to a local hospital 
where he died.

Owa was transported to the hospital for non-life-threatening injuries 
and was then taken to the Pinellas County Jail. He was charged with 
vehicular homicide, driving while license suspended and/or revoked 
causing injury or death, aggravated fleeing and eluding police, and 
possession of marijuana. Bail was set at $40,150.

Deputies: Drowning of woman not suspicious
SEMINOLE – Pinellas County Sheriff’s deputies are investigating the 

Aug. 1 drowning of a 66-year-old Seminole woman.
Deputies responded to a residence on Cypress Trail in Seminole about 

10:28 p.m. in reference to a drowning. Paramedics told deputies that 
Mary Parrish Anderson had been found unresponsive in the pool. She was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Deputies say Mary’s husband, Eric Anderson, 70, and brother-in-
law, Mark Anderson, 68, of Chalmette, Louisiana, were asleep inside the 
residence. They awoke to fi nd Mary unresponsive in the pool and called 
911.

Deputies say the incident does not appear suspicious.
– Compiled by SUZETTE PORTER

By SUZETTE PORTER

Tampa Bay Newspapers

ST. PETERSBURG – Pinellas 
County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri sent 
a message to unlicensed contrac-
tors during an Aug. 6 press con-
ference in St. Petersburg.

“Go get licensed, stop doing it 
illegally, or you’re going to go to 
jail,” Gualtieri said.

At the press conference held 
at the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
4145 34th St. N. in St. Petersburg, 
Gualtieri announced the results of 
“Operation Flush Out,” which took 
place Saturday, Aug. 4, through 
Monday, Aug. 6.

Investigators arrested 29 sus-
pects with over 60 criminal 
charges. These charges include 
unlicensed specialty contracting 
violations, workers compensation 
fraud, and various other criminal 
charges unrelated to unlicensed 
contracting.

Deputies assigned to the Eco-
nomic Crimes Unit along with the 
Florida Department of Financial 
Services, and the State Attorney 
6th Judicial Court worked col-
laboratively to charge and arrest 
unlicensed contractors during the 
sting operation at a business at 
2705 54th Ave. N., Suite 6 in St. 
Petersburg.

Gualtieri said the undercover 
detectives responded to ads placed 
on websites, including Craigslist, 
social media sites and the Nex-
tdoor app. He said people who 
showed up offered to do a vari-
ety of work including electrical, 
painting, dry wall, tile and fram-
ing. None of them was a licensed 

contractor and they all wanted to 
do the work without pulling a per-
mit, he said.

“Nobody, not one single person 
who showed up at this business 
we set up to do work, not one of 
them had a license,” Gualtieri 
said. “Every single one was doing 
this under the table.”

He said the 29 arrested were 
charged with a variety of crimi-
nal offenses, including posses-
sion of cocaine and driving with 
a suspended license. Several had 
outstanding warrants for offens-
es such as DUI, failure to appear, 
unlicensed contracting and not 
having workers compensation in-
surance.

Gualtieri singled out one of the 
persons arrested, Jason White, 
47, of Largo who he said was well 
known to investigators. Gualtieri 

classifi ed White as a “habitual of-
fender.”

He said White “showed up 
during this sting” when he had 
four active arrest warrants. Three 
were out of Pinellas for failure to 
have workers compensation insur-
ance, unlicensed contracting and 
grand theft. The fourth was out of 
Polk County for unlicensed con-
tracting.

White is known to do “extremely 
shoddy work,” Gualtieri said.

“We’ve had a number of com-
plaints about him,” he said.

The Sheriff’s Offi ce began doing 
investigations for the Pinellas 
County Construction Licensing 
Board, which was an independent 
agency, about a year ago. As of 
July 1, that Board is now part of 
Pinellas County government. The 
Sheriff’s Offi ce is continuing to in-

vestigate criminal activities.
Gualtieri said unlicensed con-

tractors know what they’re doing 
is wrong. He said one of the men 
that talked to undercover detec-
tives during the sting offered to 
do the work on the weekends and 
cover the windows to avoid any 
“red fl ags.”

“This is not something people 
don’t know about,” he said. “They 
know what the obligation is. They 
know what the law is. They just 
choose not to follow it because 
they don’t want to get licensed. 
They don’t want to get the per-
mits.”

Gualtieri said unlicensed con-
tractors prey on vulnerable peo-
ple by taking their money without 
doing the work, failing to complete 
the job or doing shoddy work.

“This is very, very frustrating 
to those who are licensed,” Gual-
tieri said. “They’re trying to do the 
right thing and run their business 
legitimately. They’re abiding by 
the law, getting the licenses, get-
ting the permits and they’re being 
undercut by unlicensed people. 
It’s not fair to legitimate business 
owners.”

Gualtieri described the problem 
as “pervasive.”

“It’s a serious problem when 
electrical work is not done right, 
plumbing is not done right, dry 
wall is not done right,” he said.

“Then they (the public) call us 
and complain,” he said.

Gualtieri said his offi ce would 
continue to do sting operations 
until they start to see the numbers 
of arrests go down.

“Then we’ll know we’re having 
an impact,” he said. “Right now, 
we could do these every day and 
probably get the same results.”

Suzette Porter is TBN’s Pinellas 
County editor. She can be reached 
at sporter@TBNweekly.com.

29 unlicensed contractors arrested 
Detectives set up 
undercover sting 
that leads to over 
60 criminal charges

ST. PETERSBURG

Screenshot

Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri announces the results of 
“Operation Flush Out” during a press conference Aug. 6 in 
St. Petersburg. Investigators arrested 29 suspects with over 60 
criminal charges, including unlicensed specialty contracting 
violations, workers compensation fraud, and various other 
criminal charges unrelated to unlicensed contracting.

Visit TBNweekly.com for more 
police news from Pinellas County
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When you
need help
after an
accident.

Injury Law I Wrongful Death
Auto & Motorcycle Accident

Call for a free consultation.
727-592-8676

8640 Seminole Blvd. Seminole, FL

Paul R. Cavonis, Esq.

LAWN REPLACEMENTLAWN REPLACEMENT
CALL MALONEY’SCALL MALONEY’S

SODSOD
No job too big or too small  !!
www.maloneysod.com
serving Pinellas County for 40 years

727-443-2384 01
11

18

12031 Indian Rocks Road, Largo

727-501-WIGS (9447)

WIGS BY ABBY
The Great Summer Sale

$15 OFF Any Wig in Stock
Now through August 31, 2018
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IT’S UP TO YOU.
BUT, YOU’RE
NOT ALONE.

While 51% of the nation’s wealth is held by women, close 

to half are worried about outliving their wealth. Taking 

control of your fi nances can help you feel better, and we 

can get you started with a plan. See what Phylis Boksen, 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Professional for 

over 20 years with Raymond James, can do for you.

LIFE WELL PLANNED.

©2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc. member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 
Raymond James® is a trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 2016-042840

Certifi ed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certifi cation marks CFP®, 
Certifi ed Financial Planner™ and         in the U.S.

Phylis Boksen, CFP®

Senior Vice President, Investments

2401 West Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770

T 727-584-8615 // Toll Free 800-237-0153
phylis.boksen@raymondjames.com

www.phylisboksen.com

1300 South Belcher Road,
Clearwater

727-786-8191
www.affordablelock.com

888-999-LOCK (5625)

LOCK & SECURITY SOLUTIONS

LOCKSMITH SERVICES • ACCESS CONTROL • SECURITY 
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SAFE SPECIALS
Free Delivery and Installation*

(*Most Safes)

1

ALARMS • CAR REMOTES • DEALER KEYS • SECURITY CAMERAS

080918

10% OFF
With coupon. (Expires 8/31/18) TBN

HEY, DOGSHEY, DOGS
Have RightsHave Rights

TOO!TOO!

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Donald 
McBath, non-partisan candidate for Sixth Judicial Circuit, 
Group 36, Pasco and Pinellas Counties.

Donald

McBath
for Sixth Circuit Court

Judge Group 36

080918
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By SUZETTE PORTER

Tampa Bay Newspapers

Three candidates want to be 
the Republican’s candidate in 
the Nov. 6 election for Pinellas 
County Commissioner representing 
District 6.

Larry Ahern, Barb Haselden 
and Kathleen Peters are competing 
for votes in the Aug. 28 primary 
election, which will be decided by 
registered Republicans living in 
District 6, which includes Feather 
Sound, Pinellas Park, Seminole, 
northeast St. Petersburg and the 
Gulf beaches from Redington 
Shores south. The winner will 
face Democrat Amy Kedron in 
November.

For more election information, 
visit votepinellas.com.

Larry Ahern is no stranger 
to politics. He has served in the 
Florida House of Representatives, 
representing District 66, since 

2012 and he represented District 
51 from 2010-2012.

Ahern’s answer as to why he is 
running for commissioner is:

“I’m not a 
politician. I’m a 
businessman, 
a  husband, 
f a t h e r  a n d 
grandfather, 
and a friend 
t o  t h i s 
c ommun i t y . 
I  g r e w  u p 
in a large family where discipline 
and personal responsibility were a 
way of life. I served in the United 
States Air Force and am a strong 
supporter of our veterans. 

“As a veteran, small business 
owner and conservative, I will 
bring business-like, common-sense 
principles to government, ensuring 
that the county performs its core 
functions, including building 

and maintaining infrastructure, 
ensuring public safety, reducing 
traffi c, and preserving our beaches 
and green spaces, in the most 
effective and effi cient way possible. 
… My goals are to keep taxes low, 
make government smaller and 
smarter, and protect freedoms.

“As a business owner in this 
community, I created jobs and 
balanced budgets. That business 
experience in creating jobs, 
balancing budgets and making 
tough decisions, is part of the 
reason I was successful in the 
Florida House of Representatives, 
where I voted to limit government, 
lower taxes and cut job-killing 
regulations.

“My background has shaped 
me into the Conservative I am 
today. No matter the issues we 
face in Pinellas, I will apply these 
principles: Protect the Free Market, 
Lower Taxes, Limit Government, 
Make our Community Safe, 
Empower Individuals and Families, 
and Preserve our Freedoms.”

He said people in District 6 
should vote for him because he 
has “lived in this community for 40 
years, running a business, raising 
my children and volunteering for 
my church and community.

“I am blessed with a strong 
faith in God and the principles 
that made this country great 
– the ones that put God and 
family in the center of our lives,” 
Ahern continues. “I have a loving 
wife, Maureen; three incredible 
daughters and two awesome 
sons-in-law, Lauren, Lindsay 
(Andrew), Sarah (Chase) and a 
beautiful granddaughter, Stella. 
It is because of my children and 
grandchildren and your children 
and grandchildren that I chose 

public service and hope to make a 
difference on the Pinellas County 
Commission.” 

For more information, visit www.
larryahern.com.

Barb Haselden is a political 
newcomer. She has been a 
homeowner and business owner 
in St. Petersburg for 30 years. 
She is a mother and has three 
grandchildren. 

When asked 
why she is 
running for the 
job of county 
commissioner, 
s h e  w r o t e , 
“ I  a m  n o t 
a  c a r e e r 
polit ician. I 
have  neve r 
sought elected public offi ce. In fact, 
for the past nine years, in addition 
to running my business, I have 
built a group of 1,000 conservative 
minded Pinellas citizens that focus 
our activities on keeping our local 
elected offi cials accountable to us 
… the taxpayers.”

Haselden began attending 
the Pinellas Suncoast Transit 
Authority meetings in December 
2010 to learn about the light rail 
project that was “bubbling up as a 
possibility for our county.” 

“The numbers were dismal, the 
risk huge, the management not 
in place either to build or operate 
such a huge system in Pinellas,” 
she said.  

Haselden formed No Tax for 
Tracks in 2014.

“… Under my leadership and 
raising $94,000, this group was 
instrumental in defeating the 
Greenlight Pinellas light rail tax 
increase referendum in November 
of 2014,” she said. 

She was awarded the “Good Guy 
Award” by Florida Watchdog, and 
No Tax for Tracks was awarded 
the “American Dreamer” National 
Award from the American Dream 
Coalition. 

“There are so many wonderful 
things about our Pinel las, 
including hundreds of good 
people who work for our county. 
But the leadership, the County 
commissioners, has gained too 
much power, have no term limits, 
some in for 18-19 years. They are 
pushing regionalism, increased 
density and yes, still light rail in 
their dreams.  

“This terrific experience I have 
lived over the last nine years as a 
citizen engaging with the Pinellas 
County government has made 
running for the open seat on the 
County Commission a natural next 
step for me in serving my fellow 
citizens doing what I love, following 
local issues from a citizen’s 
perspective. 

“We need a citizen advocate on 
the Board.”

When asked why people should 
vote for her, she promised to deliver 
on fi ve “pressing issues.”

• Enact term limits for county 
commissioners.

• Solve the ongoing sewage crisis 
and protect our water quality.

• Reduce traffic congestion 
with enhanced road projects that 
complete on time.

• Be a watchdog against wasteful 
spending and pet projects.

• Balance our county governance 
with a strong conservative voice.

For more information, visit www.
electbarbhaselden.com.

Kath leen  Peters  i s  an 
experienced elected official. She 
has served in the Florida House 
of Representatives since 2012 
representing District 69. Peters also 
served on the South Pasadena City 
Commission from 2008-2012 and 
was selected as the city’s mayor 
in 2009. She has lived in Pinellas 
County since 1985.

She says she is running for 
commissioner “to bring substantive 
impacts to Pinellas County in areas 
where we truly need reform and 
advancement.”

“Local government is my 
passion, and I’m ready to hit 
the  g round 
runn ing  t o 
m a k e  o u r 
county a more 
p r o s p e r o u s 
place to live,” 
Peters wrote 
in her answer. 
“ I  have the 
experience and 
ideas to bring 
meaningful changes to all residents 
while meeting the core functions 
of local government: public safety, 
infrastructure, sewers and water 
protection/management.

“In addition, since I led the 
charge, with members of the 
Legislature, to change the policies 
related to mental health and 
addiction at the state level, it is 
my goal to ensure Pinellas County 
has a central receiving facility and 
a coordinated system of care for 
mental illness and addiction with 
access through any door. 

When asked why people should 
vote for her, she said, “I hope to 
continue earning the support of the 
residents in District 6 because I am 
a true public servant with a “get-
the-job-done” mentality.  

“As a County Commissioner, my 
primary goal will be to create a 
coordinated system of care in 
Pinellas County for the mentally 
ill and those battling addiction 
problems; oftentimes these issues 
are co-occurring. I will keep 
Pinellas County taxes low and 
continue bringing businesses 
and jobs here. I’ll protect local 
governments from state over-
reach, and ensure that all of our 
waterways are clean and properly 
cared for.”

For more information, visit 
kathleenpeters.com.

Three fight for Republicans’ votes in county race
PINELLAS COUNTY COMMISSION

Ahern

Haselden

Peters

1019 Highland Ave. NE, Largo, FL 33770
We are a full service veterinary & surgical hospital!

Call Today 727-518-PETS (7387)
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-1pm

www.CoastalVets.com

NEW OWNER
Dr. Michael Certa, D.V.M.

 and our dog Mara

Dr. Juan Carlos 
Molina-Brisson, D.V.M.

FREE
Offi ce Visit For

 First Time Clients
Offer Expires 9/6/18

Cannot be combined with
other offers. 

Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN

Offer Expires 9/6/18 Cannot
be combined with other offers.

* Cats & Dogs Only. 
Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN

Offer Expires 9/6/18. Cannot
be combined with other offers. 

Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN 0
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We Do House Calls!

Offering Boarding & Grooming

Puppy/Kitten Care Package
• 1st Vaccinations

• Fecal Exam • Deworming
For puppies & kittens
less than 4 mo. old.

FREE 
EXAM!

$49
No offi ce charge for 

examination. Not valid with other 
offers. Coupon and full payment 

must be presented at time of 
service.  Exp. 9/6/18 TBN

GROOMING

$5 OFFComplimentary

Laser Therapy

With

Arthritis

Consultation

*

Welcome to

080918

How To Qualify for Medicaid
Tuesday, August 21st, 5:30 p.m.

RSVP to Ashleigh Fisichella 727-592-5858

8640 Seminole Blvd. ,  Seminole,   33772

    • Income / Asset Rules for Medicaid
    • Common Myths for Protecting Your Assets
    • Healthcare Crisis Management
    • Irrevocable Trust Planning
    • VA Benefi ts

Tile Roof Repair Specialists • 727.577.2468

Roof Leaks? Call Handyman Roofi ng

OVER 69,000 CUSTOMERS CAN’T BE WRONG
Call the people you can trust! 24 Hour Service

www.HandymanRoofi ng.com
State Certifi ed Roofi ng Contractors #CC-C057454
Fully Insured and Compensation • Senior Discount

Financing Available with approved credit

Celebrating 40 Years
Serving Pinellas County

Since 1978

• Tile • Shingles • Asphalt • Replace Rotted Wood • Roof Vents
• Flat • Gutters • Built-up • Fascia & Soffi ts
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$100 OFF
Roof Repair

With this ad.
Minimum $500 repair work.

$250 OFF
Full New Roof

With this ad.

Call us now at

727-202-2770
Pinellas Cash Buyers
Your Local Home Buyers

PinellasCashBuyers.com

 WE ALWAYS PAY CASH

• We Buy in “As Is Condition”

• No Need For Repairs

• Any Situation, Any Price Range

• No Deals Falling Through Due
   to Inspection or Finance Issues

PPPinneeelllaasss CCaassshhh BBuuuyyeeerrrsss
YYYooouur LLLoooccaal Hoommmeee Buuyyyeeerrrsss

You Pay NO Realtor Commissions or Fees!
We Pay All Closing Costs!

• Close When You Want!

• No More Uncertainty

• Over 30 Years Experience

• Call Today For a Fair, No Hassle,

 No Obligation Offer!

SOLD
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INSIDE PIANO BAR
7:30-11:30pm Sun.-Thurs.

8:30pm-12:30am Fri. & Sat.

Casual Waterfront Dining on the Intracoastal
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Restaurant &
Lounge

Celebrating
33 Years!

Happy Hour
Every Day 8am-6pm

$1.25 Drafts • $2.75 Wells
$3.25 House Wines

125 Gulf Blvd., Indian Rocks Beach
727-595-1320 • www.jdsrestaurant.com

WEEKLY SPECIALS
SUNDAY

Lobster Tail

Dinner
$17.95

TUESDAY
All-U-Can-Eat

Fish Fry
Fries & Slaw

 $9.95
THURSDAY

$5.00
Burger Day

WEDNESDAY
1lb. Snow Crab

Dinner
$16.95

$8.95
 Early Birds 

Everday ‘til 6pm

Home of the
All-You-Can-Eat

Fish Fry Everyday

JD’S

BEACH

BASKETS
ALL DAY-ALL NIGHT

with

FRIES & SLAW

starting at

$7.25

OPEN AT 8AM
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

Seafood • Steaks • Burgers • Wings
Sandwiches • Pasta • Kids Menu

SORRY CLOSED MONDAYS

The Place For All Your 
Entertainment Needs

Is Right On Our Back Porch ...
With Live Entertainment Outside 

Twice Daily from 
1-5pm & 6pm-10pm

080918L
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Visit Us at RXPO.com
Clinics Available Statewide

CBD Pet Treats Cats & Dogs

CBD

Pet Treats
Cats & Dogs

30 Count
10 mg per Treat

Reg. $24.99
SALE

$1499

Exp. 8/31/18
Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

We Carry a Full Line of CBD Products

Variety of Pet Products for Cats, Dogs & Horses

CBD Health of Clearwater
29901 U.S. 19 N. Clearwater, FL 33761
(Next to N.Y. Diamond Center) 727-221-7050

CBD Health of Florida
4505 Park Blvd. N. Pinellas Park, FL 33781

727-258-4220

080918

Knowledgeable Staff in a Professional Atmosphere



Pet Connection 9A Leader, August 9, 2018

animal care clinic
of Largo

1100 Seminole Blvd., Largo, FL • 727-614-9732
          www.animalcarecliniclargo.com  

Dr. Shashi Goswami, Dr. Stephanie Finley

Affordable, Convenient
& Quality Care

080218

FREE 
EXAM

For new clients

Services Offered:
Surgery, Dentistry, X-Rays
and In-House Bloodwork

Low Cost
Vaccine Packages

Exam Included
Dogs $99 • Cats $89
Puppy/Kitten $60 Expires 9-15-18

Care Animal Hospital of Seminole
Kenneth Newman, DVM
32 years of experience

13017 Park Boulevard • Seminole
727-954-3994 • Careahofseminole.com

Annual Vaccines: DOGS $99 • CATS $89

011118

Dental
Dogs
$240

Dental
Cats
$240

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-1pm 
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Puppy/Kitten Care Package

$49FREE 

EXAM!

• 1st Vaccinations
• Fecal Exam • Deworming

For puppies & kittens less than 4 mo. old.
No offi ce charge for examination. Not valid with
other offers. Coupon and full payment must be 
presented at time of service. Expires 9/13/18. TBN

Offer Expires 9/13/18.
Cannot be combined with other offers.  

Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN

Complimentary
Laser Therapy
With Arthritis
Consultation

Welcome to
We Do House Calls!

Offering Boarding & Grooming

Call For Details

12712 Indian Rocks Road, Largo, FL 33774
Matt Facarazzo, D.V.M. 08
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FREE
with rest of annual.

All Annual
Vaccines FREE

For new patients with this ad and rest of annual.

Expires September 30, 2018

727-596-9156

8578 Park Blvd
727-393-4644

www.LakeSeminoleAH.com07
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Because she’s not just a dog, 
SHE’S MY FAMILY!
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Oakhurst Veterinary Hospital & Kennels

Voted 2010 through 2017 Readers’ Choice
Winner for Best Veterinary Hospital!

391-9784 • 7785 Oakhurst Road
www.oakhurstvetcenter.com

Extended Hours for your convenience: Mon-Fri, 7am-8pm • Sat, 8am-2pm
Cat Friendly Practice

Wellness Examinations
Risk Based Vaccinations

Surgery, Dentistry and Radiography
Early Detection Screenings

Laser Therapy
Acupuncture and Herbal Therapy
Parasite Prevention Programs
Boarding and Doggie Day Care

Bathing and Grooming

011118

Mention this ad to receive a 20% Discount 
On New Patient Examinations!

Can not be combined with any other discount. Exp. 12/31/18

13902 Walsingham Road, Largo
727-595-2287
www.AHLargo.com 02
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LOW COST
VACCINATION CLINIC
Every Thursday from 8am-Noon

Michael R. Banull, D.V.M.
Stephanie Jourdenais, D.V.M.

Tara Gardtner, D.V.M.

House Calls Available • Pet Pickup and Delivery Service

Senior Discount Everyday
Teacher/Sheriff/Active Military

Discounts Available

Gentle
Professional Affordable

In-HomeVeterinary Care
for your Best Friend

(727) 698-4425
hhartdvm@gmail.com

Hillary Hart, DVM

Wellness Exams • Microchipping • Vaccines
Hospice Care • In-Home Euthanasia

091417

The best investment in your future is an
education for a career you can enjoy!

1258 WEST BAY DRIVE, LARGO, FL 33770
email: showgroomschool@gmail.com

Academy of
Animal Arts, Inc.
866-517-9546

Financial Assistance for those who qualify.
Free Job Placement Service

Licensed by the Commission for Independent Education #2118. Florida Department of Education Tallahasse, FL

Professional Pet Groomers: Become a 
professional groomer or salon owner.
Kennel Technicians: Share your heart
and care for kenneled, orphaned pets.
Junior Groomer: Young adults begin
career training in pet grooming.
Master Groomer: Prepare for Master
Certifi cation or competition.
Basic Pet Groomer: Learn entry
level grooming skills and techniques
and be a part of a team in a salon.
Advanced Groomer: A program
designed for the creative groomer

NOW ENROLLING:
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Pets of the week

Henry
Henry is a big scruffy 
boy who is very loving 
and eager to please. 
He is great on a leash 
and very playful in the 
yard. He likes to play 
with other dogs and 
cats but would love a 
home with no small 
children. The 4-year-
old, 50-pound terrier 
mix is housebroken. 
Pet Pal Animal Shelter 
is at 405 22nd St. S., 
St. Petersburg. Call 
727-328-7738 or visit 
Petpalanimalshelter.com.

Gracesa
What a beautiful medium-
haired Russian blue Gracesa 
is. This friendly sweetheart 
is a senior but doesn’t act 
like one. Will someone give 
her a loving home? She will 
offer lots of love and purrs 
in return. Call 727-463-0694 
to meet Gracesa at SOS Cat 
Haven in Pinellas Park. Other 
felines may be viewed online 
at saveourstraysinc.com.

Consider holistic care for your pet’s health
Acupuncture and other alterna-

tive medicines are on the rise for 
not just humans, but for animals 
too. Veterinary practices use min-
imally invasive and gentle tech-
niques of holistic medicine, which 
can positively impact your pet’s 
well-being.

Alternative therapies and West-
ern medicines are often most ben-
efi cial when used together. At SPCA 
Tampa Bay, we consider the ther-
apies, medicines and treatments 
that would be best for each pet and 
offer holistic options like acupunc-
ture to aid a pet’s health. 

Common holistic approaches 
that owners are choosing for their 
pets include:

• Acupuncture: Much like hu-
mans, dogs and cats can benefit 
from their body’s natural pain relief 
and anti-infl ammatory responses to 
acupuncture, which also enhances 

your pet’s circulation. It can act as 
a form of pain management for hip 
dysplasia or chronic conditions like 
arthritis in older animals without 
the side effects of medication. Acu-
puncture is especially benefi cial to 
senior pets and pets with chronic 
medical conditions.

• Massage: Humans get mas-
sages to improve well-being and 
relaxation, and massage therapy 

has similar benefits for animals. 
Massage therapy can improve your 
pet’s range of motion, reduce scar 
tissue, and aid in digestion. It can 
increase lymphatic circulation and 
improve circulation by increasing 
blood flow, lowering blood pres-
sure and improving cardiovascular 
health. Massage can be benefi cial 
to older pets experiencing pain with 
infl ammation and arthritis.

• Supplements: Supplements 
can help maintain your pet’s good 
health throughout each stage of 
their life. Pets might need vitamins 
or supplements as they age, during 
pregnancy or if they have an ill-
ness. Some of most common uses 
for supplements in pets are sup-
porting joints, conditioning the skin 
or coat, and improving digestive 
health, but supplements can help 
manage a pet’s allergies, anxiety 
and urinary issues. Plus, supple-

ments are good for a pet’s overall 
health.

While many pets can benefit 
from alternative medicine, it’s im-
portant to talk to your veterinarian 
about the best care for your pet. 
Call 727-220-1770 to learn more 
about the holistic care options at 
SPCA Tampa Bay Veterinary Cen-
ter.

Mary Giron, DVM, is a veterinar-
ian at SPCA Tampa Bay Veterinary 
Center in St. Petersburg, which of-
fers comprehensive pet care services 
ranging from vaccines and gener-
al care to surgery and services like 
dermatology, oral health and acu-
puncture for dogs and cats. The cen-
ter also offers low-cost spay and 
neuter services for dogs and cats. 
Giron has a special interest in den-
tistry and veterinary acupuncture. 

Speaking of Pets
Mary Giron, D.V.M.

Binx
Binx is thought to be 3 
years old and weighs 
22 pounds. The wire 
coat mixed terrier is 
current on his shots, 
microchipped, neutered 
and on heartworm 
prevention. He is 
reserved but friendly. 
Binx is good with other 
dogs and takes to new 
people readily. He is 
good on a leash, loves 
walks and gets a A-minus 
on house training. To 
submit an application, 
visit www.viprescue.org.

Dealer
Dealer is a 3-month-old 
kitten who loves toys, people, 
and poker games. Dealer’s 
choice would be a loving 
home with a happy family. 
She is spayed, vaccinated, 
microchipped, and her 
adoption fee is $40. Pet Pal 
Animal Shelter is at 405 
22nd St. S., St. Petersburg. 
Call 727-328-7738 or visit 
Petpalanimalshelter.com.

Bailey
Bailey is a sweet senior 
50-pound coonhound 
who is looking for a 
comfy couch to snuggle 
upon. She is calm, 
well-mannered and 
loving. She is crate and 
leash trained, spayed 
and up to date on all 
shots. The 8-year-old 
gets along well with 
all people and other 
dogs. She is located at 
Fluff Animal Rescue in 
Seminole. To fi ll out an 
application, visit www.
fl uffanimalrescue.org/
adoption-application. 

Scooby
Large golden eyes and large 
butterscotch ears add an 
appealing impishness to 
elfi n 8-year-old Scooby. 
Rescued from Lake County 
Animal Services, the 9-pound 
Chihuahua is understandably 
wary of new people, but 
once he warms up to you, he 
lowers his guard and invites 
you in. His perfect loving 
home is one with no small 
children. For information, 
email Canine Estates at 
director@canineestates.com 
or call 727-412-0558.

Lil Anne
Gentle, sweet, and 
friendly best describes 
Lil Anne. The 1-year-old 
is a charming hound mix 
with beautiful patches of 
copper coloring in her 
fur. While at the shelter, 
Lil Anne loves to play 
and hang out with other 
dogs. Her adoption price 
is $85. For information, 
call the Humane Society 
of Pinellas at 727-797-
7722 or visit www.
humanesocietyofpinellas.
org.

Pearl
Looking for a Siamese mix? 
Pearl is a sweetheart that 
loves to be petted and thinks 
other cats are just fi ne. She 
has been spayed, vaccinated 
and is microchipped. Meet 
this blue-eyed beauty at SOS 
Cat Haven in Pinellas Park. 
Call 727-463-0694 for details. 
Visit Saveourstraysinc.com to 
see additional felines.



10A County Leader, August 9, 2018

Around Pinellas
Pinellas earns top recycling rate in Florida

Pinellas County leads the state of Florida in recycling efforts, according 
to data recently released by the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

The agency’s 2017 annual recycling rates for individual counties and 
the entire state show that Pinellas has the highest county recycling rate 
at 82 percent. This is due to a credit for producing renewable energy at its 
Waste-to-Energy facility and recycling through traditional programs, such 
as curbside recycling.

For the last three years, the county has led the state in recycling. 
However, there is still room for improvement. Residents may be aware 
of challenges facing recycling markets and can do their part by placing 
quality materials in their recycling containers.

From the curb, materials are transported to a materials recovery facility. 
Plastic, glass, metal bottles and containers, and paper are processed at 
facilities, then baled to be sold and used again. 

The Tampa Bay area is a “MRF shed.” A MRF shed is similar to a 
watershed, in that water in a region fl ows to a water body. Recyclable 

material in the Tampa Bay area fl ows mainly to two regional MRFs. 
Therefore, what one municipality does in the MRF shed can impact the 

other municipalities. Placing the right materials in recycling containers 
increases the effi ciency of the MRFs and the quality of material produced. 
The cleaner the material, the better for all.

Sharing MRFs means that regional municipalities are able to share 
the same message about how to properly recycle across Tampa Bay. To 
further citizen engagement, Pinellas joined a regional “Trash the Tangler” 
campaign to encourage residents to keep recycling tangler–free. 

A tangler is an item, such as plastic bags, cords and clothes that 
jam recycling processing equipment, making it difficult for MRFs to 
recycle valuable material. Residents are encouraged to get the most out 
of their recyclable material by keeping tanglers out of their recycling 
bin. Residents can place tanglers in the trash or recycle at alternative 
locations. 

To learn more about the regional campaign and proper recycling 
procedures, visit www.TampaBayRecycles.org and www.pinellascounty.
org/recycle.

Meet the county administrator candidates
ST. PETERSBURG – Pinellas County Chairman Ken Welch and 

commissioners invite the public to attend a community forum to meet 
the county administrator candidates on Monday, Aug. 13, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Hilton Carillon Park, 950 Lake Carillon Drive, St. 
Petersburg.

No RSVP or registration required.

PSTA to host public hearing on service changes
ST. PETERSBURG – The Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority will hold a 

hearing to gather public input on the following proposed service changes 
Tuesday, Aug. 14, 6 p.m., in the PSTA Auditorium at 3201 Scherer Drive, 
St. Petersburg.

Proposed changes to begin Oct. 7 include:
• Folding Route 97 and Route 98 into the current Route 52
• The new Route 52 will continue to serve the Carillon offi ce complex on 

select runs to continue providing service there for current Route 97 and 
Route 98 Riders. 

PREPARE YOUR WINDOWS PREPARE YOUR WINDOWS 
AND DOORSAND DOORS

Windows and doors are especially susceptible to 
wind damage and water can infi ltrate your home 
quickly if these openings are breached. Wind 

coming in through compromised window and door openings 
can create dangerous pressure inside a home that can de-
stabilize the walls and roof. There are steps you can take to 
protect your windows and doors from hurricanes. Not only 
can these improvements pay off during a hurricane, but they 
might even lower your insurance premiums.

To encourage homeowners to take steps to minimize dam-
age, many insurers offer discounts for hurricane-mitigation 
improvements. For example, the annual insurance premium 
on an older Florida home insured for $150,000 runs between 
$3,000-$8,000, without hurricane-mitigation improvements. 
With improvements, such as storm shutters or high-impact 
glass, the same home would cost between $1,000-$3,500 to 
insure.

Taping windows is ineffective against hurricanes, but there 
are a number of other ways to prepare windows for wind and 
rain. Some improvements cost little, and you can do the work 
yourself. Others require the services of a qualifi ed contractor.

Hurricane fi lm: Clear plastic fi lm is popular because it’s 
unobtrusive and can be left in place year-round. Homeowners 
can install peel-and-stick hurricane fi lm for about $25/linear 
foot.

The downside to fi lm is that while it may keep glass shards 
from becoming dangerous missiles, it does nothing to prevent 
wind from blowing in the entire window frame. That’s why 
most insurance companies don’t offer discounts for hurricane 
fi lm.

Plywood: An effective and inexpensive option for cover-
ing windows, fi gure you’ll spend $1-$2/sq. ft. if you do the 
work yourself. The downside to plywood is that it must be 
put up at the last minute, when a hurricane is approaching. 
Pre-installing screw anchors around openings speeds up 
installation. More expensive than plywood are panels made 
from steel, aluminum, plastic, reinforced fabric, or composite 
materials.

Storm shutters: Roll-up or accordion shutters are per-
manently attached to a house, which makes them easier to 
deploy than plywood. Storm shutters can be expensive, de-
pending on styles and materials. Expect to spend anywhere 
from $10-$50/sq. ft. for professional installation. Aluminum 
shutters are common, but also look for shutters made of rein-
forced fabric or aluminum-wrapped foam.

High-impact glass: Expect to pay as much as $50/sq. 
ft. for single-glazed impact glass and $70/sq. ft. for dou-
ble-glazed glass. High-impact windows look like standard 
windows, so they don’t affect a home’s appearance. As a 
bonus, they’re always in place. Other than cost, the downside 
is while the glass is impact resistant, water is still likely to 
penetrate the interior in a hurricane. High-impact glass win-
dows usually qualify for discounts on homeowners insurance 
policies.

Exterior Doors: Having three hinges on outside doors, 
rather than two, adds strength. You might want to replace ex-
isting hinge screws with longer ones to anchor the door to the 
wall structure. Be sure the door threshold is tightly screwed 
into the house, not just the door frame. Adding a one-inch 
deadbolt to a door also makes it more wind resistant. 

The ability to quickly recover following a hurricane requires 
a focus on preparedness, advance planning, and knowing 
what to do in the event of a hurricane. Planning and prepar-
ing can make a big difference in safety and resiliency in the 
wake of a hurricane.

Sponsored by, ASC -  Aluminum Specialty Contractors, Inc.

Be Prepared!Be Prepared!
FORTIFY YOUR HOME
BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE ...

Farco Plastic SupplyFarco Plastic Supply

727-572-7722727-572-7722
Let the light shine in with our storm panels

Gallina HurricaneGallina Hurricane
Storm PanelsStorm Panels

• 16MM Clear Polycarbonate (Miami-Dade approved) 
      Category 5 Hurricane Storm Panels

• Lightweight Impact Resistant Polycarbonate, Affordable 
      and Easy Installation; In STOCK (4’x 8’, 6’x 8’, 6’x 12’)

• Cut Spec Size on our CNC saw, Surrounding Tampa Bay 
      area Delivery & Local Installers Available

Ask Me About Our Miami-Dade Approved Hurricane Panels!

11701 U.S. HWY. 19 N., Clearwater, FL 33764
www.FarcoStormPanels.com

08
02

18

NOA No. 13-1126.21

HURRICANE 
WINDOWS and DOORS

Visit Our Showroom Display

7420 Park Blvd., Pinellas Park

727-547-8300
www.ascaluminum.com

FREE 
WINDOW
INSTALLATION!

(Minimum 6 Windows)
Expires 8/31/18

“A No-Nonsense Company”
“Our Owner has been serving Pinellas County since 1980”
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Aluminum Specialty Contractors
Family Owned & Operated

NO SUB-CONTRACTORS

TILES • SHINGLES • FLAT ROOFS • FREE ESTIMATES

QUALITY and INTEGRITYQ

Family Owned and Operated

...the foundation for our business.

Roc or Chris Spadaccino, Owners • “We Personally Supervise All Our Jobs From Start to Finish”

WE CAN LOWER YOUR INSURANCE PREMIUMS • ASK US HOW

Roof Replacements
Must be presented at time of Estimate.

($5,000 Minimum) 

$300
OFF

Licensed & Insured 
#RC0067441

#CRC 1330623

ROOFING REPAIRED or REPAIRED or 
REPLACEDREPLACED

CHECK US
OUT ON

NoSubcontractors Used!

0
7
2
6
1
8

FREE! Upgrade to

 Lifetime Warranty!

www.oakhurstcontractors.com

(727) 595-8408(727) 595-8408(727) 595-8408

Licensed & Insured • “Quality Work at Reasonable Prices”

15%
DISCOUNT

Law Enforcement
Seniors 55+ • Veterans

• Tree Removal & Pruning

• Hazardous Removal

• Seasonal Cleanup

• Stump Grinding

• Oak Firewood

557-400072
7

Trees byTrees by
Kevin M. DyerKevin M. Dyer
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HURRICANE PREPARATION

Specializing in Oak Trees

727-269-5311

Call for Analysis,

Consultation and FREE Quote!

BEACON
WINDOWS

Lic. #C10506

www.SliderRepair.com

• Worn Rollers?
• Damaged Track?
• Weatherstripping
 Issues?
• Broken Locks and
 Handles?

www.YouTube.com/user/SliderRepair

Hurricane Readiness
For Sliding Glass Doors
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TREE DUDESTREE DUDES
LANLANDD--PROPRO

• Removals Trimming

• Expert Tree Service

• Landscape Design

• Stump Removal 

• Pavers
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Fully Insured/Worker’s Comp. • All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Fast Reasonable Service

727-422-1197
License SCC 131149744License SCC 131149744

727.288.3236 • 727.657.3710 
www.andyfl eckrescreening.com

screenguy57@gmail.com 07
19
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Residential • Commercial

• Rescreening • Window Replacement • Shutters

• Gutters • Soffi t & Fascia • Awnings • Screen, Vinyl

Rooms • Carports • Concrete • Wood Replacement

PKS Aluminum & Rescreening

Hurricane Season Specials • (727)  688 -1364
Residential • Commercial Licensed & Insured C-9596

ALUMINUM SPECIALTY CONTRACTORS
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Service, Sales, Installation All Makes and Models
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c.
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C
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24 Hour Service Available

Residential Service
Pinellas, Pasco & Hillsborough Co.

AM  AIRE,AIRE,  INC.INC.
HEATING  &&  COOLINGCOOLING
AAAAA
HH

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Authorized Dealer Authorized Dealer

15 SEER Air Conditioner 14 SEER Air Conditioner

AMERISTARTRANE

“It’s Hard To
Stop A Trane®” 08
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Prepare Today and SAVE!Prepare Today and SAVE!

Diagnostic
Test

$4995
Regular $79

727-331-9539

Not valid with any
other offers.

2 TON
$3,500

2.5 TON
$4,000

3 TON
$4,500

2 TON
$2,800

2.5 TON
$3,050

3 TON
$3,250

Quality Work at Reasonable Price

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCC1326095

Offi ce 727-538-0808 • Fax 727-535-2908
12087 - 62nd Street N, Unit 4, Largo, FL 33773

All Types of Re-roofi ng & Repairs, 

Rotted Wood, Fascia & Soffi t Replacement

24 Hour Emergency Roof Tarping
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We Diagnose Trees For Weak
Structure Before They Crack!

TIP TOP TREETIP TOP TREE

50 Ft. Cherry Picker50 Ft. Cherry Picker
Goes Through AnyGoes Through Any
32” Opening!32” Opening!

FREE
ESTIMATES

071918

Complete Tree Removal • Complete Tree Care

727-536-3511
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WASHINGTON – When President Donald 
Trump sat down for an interview with NBC’s 
Lester Holt on May 11, 2017, the president did 
what he often does when he talks on camera 
– he did not hold back his grievances and 
he contradicted previous White House staff 
pronouncements.

When Trump acts out in this way, his 
supporters usually shrug and say that it’s just 
Trump being Trump, and maybe he knows 
what he’s doing because he did, after all, win 
the White House.

In this interview, however, the stakes could 
not have been higher. It was two days after 
Trump had fi red FBI Director James Comey, 
ostensibly based on the recommendations of 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein.

In a letter urging the firing, Rosenstein 
condemned Comey’s public pronouncements 
on the FBI probe into former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email 
server. Rosenstein scolded Comey for fl outing a 
“longstanding principle” at the FBI: “we do not 
hold press conferences to release derogatory 
information about the subject of a declined 
criminal investigation.”

Comey held two such press conferences – 
one on July 5, 2016, the other within a week of 
the election.

The White House distributed the Sessions 
and Rosenstein letters as the basis for Trump’s 
decision to fi re Comey.

Two days later, in the Holt interview, Trump 
made a mockery of the administration’s offi cial 
line.

“Regardless of recommendation, I was 
going to fi re Comey,” Trump confi ded to Holt. 
“When I decided to just do it, I said to myself, 
you know, this Russia thing with Trump and 
Russia is a made up story, it’s an excuse by 
the Democrats for having lost an election they 
should have won.”

To be sure, few Washingtonians had bought 

the offi cial White House line.
During the 2016 election, Trump seemed 

pleased with Comey’s behavior. Then there was 
a matter of the timing. If Comey’s Clinton press 
conferences were the catalyst for Trump’s 
decision, why didn’t the president fi re Comey 
shortly after he took office? Also, the cold 
manner in which Comey was canned – Trump 
sent a letter to Comey’s offi ce while the FBI 
chief was in Los Angeles – suggested there was 
some anger behind the move.

The Holt interview was a disaster as it 
revealed a chief executive who had used top 
members of his team to peddle a narrative he 
knew to be false – with little concern for their 
reputations.

Trump effectively corroborated what his crit-
ics suspected – that the Rosenstein memo was 
a beard – just because he felt like it. It was a 
betrayal breathtaking in its lack of utility.

Last month, The New York Times ran a 
story that suggested Rosenstein felt poorly 
used in the Comey fi ring – which may have 
been a factor in his decision to designate 
former FBI Director Robert Mueller as special 
counsel days later. A Department of Justice 
spokeswoman denied the link.

In his book, “The Briefing: Politics, the 
Press and the President,” former White House 
Press Secretary Sean Spicer wrote about the 
diffi culty he had lining up Republicans who 
would defend the Comey firing the night it 
happened.

“We got a universal, 100 percent ‘no’ from 
Republican Senators,” Spicer wrote, a response 

for which he credited the White House’s failure 
to notify and consult GOP members.

Trump has used Twitter to ask valid 
questions about the Russian probe. Why 
couldn’t Mueller have found a Trump donor to 
join the many Clinton donors in his stable of 
lawyers? The Democratic National Committee 
and Clinton bankrolled the unverifi ed “dossier” 
cited by prosecutors – is that collusion?

Alas, Trump being Trump means not leaving 
well enough alone. Wednesday the president 
took to Twitter to urge Sessions, who recused 
himself from the Russian probe, to “stop this 
Rigged Witch Hunt right now.” He brought 
himself back to the dark days of May 2017 
when Washington waited to see if he would try 
to impede a federal investigation.

While D.C. Democrats slammed the Twitter 
rant as another attempt to obstruct justice, 
many in the usual chorus of cable news 
Trump boosters were eerily silent.

“The last thing that the Republicans need 
is to look like they are covering up for the 
president,” explained Mark Corallo who briefl y 
worked as a spokesman for Trump’s Russia 
legal team.

And it doesn’t help that Trump leaned on 
Sessions on the heels of the July joint press 
conference with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at which Trump repeated Putin’s claim 
that Russia did not meddle in the 2016 
election. “He just said it’s not Russia,” Trump 
said. “I will say this, I don’t see any reason why 
it would be.”

Is this again Trump just being Trump? 
Because it’s getting old. If there was no 
collusion between the Trump campaign and 
Russian actors, why doesn’t Trump act like it?

Contact Debra J. Saunders at dsaunders@
reviewjournal.com or 202-662-7391. Follow @
DebraJSaunders on Twitter.

LETTERS

Debra
Saunders

Humankind is faced with many dangers. 
Two of them are nuclear warfare and sex. The 
nuclear threat is pretty much in the hands of 
a few powerful persons living in several capital 
cities around the world. In contrast, sex is 
situated in the bodies and minds of almost 
everyone on earth.

Why should sex be regarded as a danger? In 
most cases it need not be. As you may already 
have heard, sexual urges and practices can 
lead to a great number of nice things such 
as romance, marriages, babies, blockbuster 
movies, best-selling novels and cozy 
settlements like The Villages. You can make 
your own list of sexual benefi ts, I’m sure.

But sex can also blow up in our faces. With 
one thoughtless grope, sex can send a career, 
fame, personal empires, treasured memories 
and 30-year marriages fl ying into the waiting 
dumpsters that fate has provided for those 
who violate the tricky rules – spoken and 
unspoken – of acceptable sexual behavior.

A variety of sexual urges appear in the 
minds of most people from an early age and 
will last until the funeral director says, “Okay, 
Charlie, the mourners have all gone to the 
reception. Let’s close the lid and get this guy 
into the limousine before it starts to rain.” 
God, fate or nature (take your pick) has given 
us the sexual stimulus, and it’s up to you and 
me to choose our responses.

The responses (real or alleged) of several 
well-known and respected men have caught 
our attention in recent months. They have 
been accused by (mostly) women of making 
unwanted sexual advances. The most recent 

incident (as I write this on July 31) is the head 
of CBS, Les Moonves. I took special notice 
of this because Moonves graduated from 
Bucknell University 15 years after I did.

Unlike many colleges, Bucknell can point to 
only a few graduates who went on to become 
celebrities or major successes. They include 
baseball pitcher Christy Mathewson, author 
Philip Roth and philanthropist Ken Langone, 
who invested wisely in a hardware outlet that 
later became Home Depot. 

That’s enough alumni news. What I need 
now is how to say something wise, enduring 
or far-reaching about sex. My problem is that 
other persons – far brainier than I – have 
already done that. So I’ll settle for listing a 
couple of thoughts that entered my mind 
when I read the headlines about the alleged 
sexual offenses of Bill Cosby, Charlie Rose, 
Harvey Weinstein and other notables.

(1) How do we know that the charges 
against these guys are real? Answer: we often 
don’t. But in so many cases the evidence and 
testimonies of the accusers weigh so strongly 
against the defendants that the likelihood of 
false charges is reduced to zip.

(2) Will the #MeToo movement grow and 
remain strong? I hope so. This organization 

has become a worldwide effort to combat 
sexual harassment in all its forms. Even with 
its many thousands of supporters, #MeToo 
must face the fact that the sex cards will 
continue to be stacked against women as the 
years go by.

But the odds will be changing. I hope the 
day will come when even the most casual 
sexual offender will be greeted with the 
same public hostility that occurs today 
when someone utters the “N” word in a 
conversation.  

A quote from the writings of feminist Gloria 
Steinem: ”I think one of the great innovations 
of sexual harassment law was that it did 
not use the word ‘consent.’ It used the word 
‘welcome.’“

And this thought from Gretchen Carlson: 
“We’re not going to fi x the sexual harassment 
epidemic unless we can acknowledge that this 
is not a women’s issue, this is a man’s issue. 
The burden should not be on the shoulders of 
women only to solve this, because we can’t do 
it alone and it’s not fair. We’re seeing now the 
tsunami of all these women coming forward, 
which is such a blessing. But the tipping point 
will be when men in the workplace decide to 
be our allies.”

It occurs to me that a common form of 
gender harassment is when a woman is paid 
less than a man for doing the same work he 
does. Couldn’t this be referred to as fi nancial 
rape?

Bob Driver’s email address is tralee71@
comcast.net.

Obstruction or Trump being Trump?

We are proud to offer a forum to our readers. Please type let-
ters to the editor (or print legibly) and include your name, town 
of residence, phone number and signature and mail to Tampa 
Bay Newspapers, 9911 Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL 33772. 
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sent to tgermond@TBNweekly.com. We will not print the letter 
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due to space limitations.
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‘Guys’ should be neutered
Editor:
Is anybody else as irritated as I am when it seems like the entire country 

addresses mixed-gender groups as “Guys?” Full disclosure, I’m not a 
subscriber to political correctness, so this essay could offend political 
sensibilities.

The global term to describe a group of people is thrown around town like 
it’s going out of fashion. “Hey guys,” “so guys,” “um, guys.” Guys, guys and 
more guys! In almost every context it’s considered a gender-neutral term.

As I’ve been working on eliminating the phrase from my vocabulary 
I’ve been amazed by how many people use it; even highly educated 
professionals who should know better. On a recent Alaskan cruise, 
an historian lecturer used “you guys” so often I had to seek him out 
afterwards and let him know how I felt. His answer, “Well, everyone does 
it.”

Restaurant waiters might be the most consistent offenders, but even 
media fi gures like Dr. Phil and Oprah address their guests as “you guys.”

Around fi ve years ago, it struck me that the term “guys” had become 
commonplace. I thought, “women aren’t guys! How has it come to be that 
girls and women are constantly called ‘guys’?” From that moment on, I 
began to feel uncomfortable when mixed gender groups were all referred 
to as “guys.” Furthermore, I began to notice that women were calling each 
other “guys” as well. Suddenly, things seemed sort of crazy. We’re not 
calling mixed groups of men and women “gals” and men don’t call each 
other “gals,” so why has the planet become populated with “you guys?”

Are we perpetuating gender bias if we use it? Is it sexist? Is it 
professional? I believe using the word “guys” to describe a mixed-gender 
group of individuals is creeping sexism.

The prevailing feeling seems to be, “It’s inaccurate, but it’s not actually 
hurting anyone.” That very fact – that it’s gendered – is true whether or 
not we’re thinking about reinforcing male privilege or alienating women or 
promoting sexism when we say it.

But the words we use also can reinforce current realities when they are 
sexist, racist or heterosexist. Words are tools of thought. Once you use the 
term, you have “assumed” people are “ok” with it. It is then for them to 
“defend” themselves from “rudeness.”

Perhaps the time has come for a consensus on an acceptable general 
alternative. What one- or two-syllable word could be substituted after “hi” 
without becoming too formal?

The English language doesn’t offer a simple, standard, general-neutral 
alternative, which is probably part of the reason “guys” has survived so 
long.

Here are some alternatives that I think would work just fi ne and not be 
offensive:

Friends, Folks, Everyone, Colleagues, Gang, Team, Y’all, Guys and Gals, 
You, and Mates.

This from a member of the ivory tower of academia: “The process is very 
normal in language, and is called bleaching. As a word takes on a new 
use, its original meaning is bleached out. So, the guys in the pronoun ‘you 
guys’ doesn’t actually mean guys.” Huh?

You can think of the push to drop “guys” as political correctness run 
amok, or you can think of it as making a tiny change that doesn’t cost 
you anything and will keep you from being a jerk to half the population – 
and help you make the world just a tiny bit more fair. Do we want a truly 
inclusive language or one that just pretends? English is supposed to be an 
articulate language

That doesn’t mean it will be quick or easy, but I feel we need to keep 
working on it. They say awareness is the fi rst step to changing a bad habit. 
In the past, I never even noticed I said it, let alone others. Now I notice it 
every time and I wince when it comes out of my mouth. So, I’m going on a 
one-woman crusade and will begin addressing mixed-gender groups thus: 
“Hi Gals!”  

As a pain-in-the-ass activist, I don’t like language usage that relies on 
and reinforces the idea that men are the default people. And as someone 
who cares a bit about the English language, I dislike the fact that it’s 
simply inaccurate. And, I’m fully aware this qualifi es me as an old fart!

Lil Cromer
Belleair

Handicap parking needs enforcement
Editor:
Do you know anyone who has a physical disability and is handicapped? 

Well, I do – my sister … she has MS and has to walk with a cane and a 
walker because she has lost almost all mobility in one of her legs. This has 
put a lot of stress on her other leg and spinal column, resulting in even 
more pain and suffering. In spite of all this, she still wants to go out and 
enjoy a good meal every once in a while or go to the beach, just as long as 
she does not have to walk too far because she gets tired very easily. So, 
being able to park in a handicap parking space is a must for her. 

However, far too many people today are abusing this privilege afforded 
only to the handicapped. Not too long ago, I was at the beach and 
witnessed this very abuse by someone who exhibited no problem either 
walking or running. How in the world did we ever get to this point? Have 
the requirements for obtaining a handicap parking permit become so lax 
that anyone with a stomach ache can get one? Yet, some people have the 
gall and the arrogance to park in these handicap parking spaces even if 
they don’t have any problems or a permit. Their selfi shness and arrogance 
knows no limits to their entitlement. Such is the case of the man who was 
recently shot over this very same dilemma at the Circle A Food Store on 
1201 Sunset Point Road in Clearwater, according to media reports.

This has been long in coming; the state and local governments should 
review and examine all current and future applications for handicap 
permits to ensure that the people who really need it are the ones who get 
them and then the police should enforce them. Folks, anyone who is able 
to walk without a cane, a walker or a wheelchair is not handicapped; this 
should be the red line. Applying for these permits today has become akin 
to applying for recreational marijuana!

M.R. Maribona
Clearwater

Why play a game of Russian roulette? 
Editor:
In the Aug. 2, edition of the Seminole Beacon a letter writer from 

Pinellas Park had his letter published in the editorial section of the 
newspaper that essentially asked the question – Any ideas as to how 
we (loyal cult trumpets) can protest or end this “witch hunt” (Trump 
investigation)?

My fi rst question for this gentleman is why? Do you not understand sir 
that the Mueller investigation has national security implications? What 
American patriot in his right mind would not want to fi nd out the truth 
about Trump’s ties to Russia, Putin and their apparent conspiracy to 
undermine the 2016 presidential election, regardless of how long it takes?

My second question is: Are you afraid of the answer; were you duped 
through social media to vote for a man that appears to be compromised 
and or corrupt to the core?

By his actions and tweets over the past three years he apparently has 
become a lying corrupt politician with considerable ties to Russia/Putin. 

Do you not understand that if the allegations are true, that he is 
effectively the Manchurian Candidate, that our very democracy and 
national sovereignty may be at risk? Why play this game of Russian 
roulette? Why not fi nd out the truth and if the allegations are not true, 
clear his name once and for all?

Or sir, were you one of the frenzied cultists that attended his rally in 
Tampa last week? Were you one of the rude and immature people that was 
shouting obscenities at the media and displaying your middle fi nger to the 
national TV cameras? Were you one of the people that embarrassed us as 
a community? If so, then my last question is: “Have you no decency sir” or 
are you just a bigot?

Chuck Wolowitz
Seminole
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Pinellas Community Foundation 

moving offi ces in Clearwater
CLEARWATER – Pinellas Community Foundation 

recently moved to a new offi ce space located in Bayside 
Center at 17755 U.S. 19 N., Suite 150, Clearwater.

PCF moved from its previous location, 5200 East 
Bay Drive in Clearwater, in the Regions Bank building 
on July 6. PCF will celebrate its 50th year in 2019 and 
is nearing $100 million in charitable assets.

“The 3,000-square-foot offi ce, located in the middle 
of Pinellas County, will enable us to better support 
our growing operations and the community,” said PCF 
CEO Duggan Cooley, noting the previous space was 
800 square feet. “The expanded accommodations for 
donors, a large meeting space plus a work space for 
our itinerant partners will increase connectivity with 
our community.”

Pinellas Community Foundation seeks effective 
solutions for Pinellas County’s most challenging 
social, environmental and educational issues, while 
supporting the advancement of arts and culture. PCF 
is the only charitable foundation of its kind solely 
dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for all 
Pinellas County residents. In 2017, more than 100 
charitable organizations received donor-funded grants 
to support their community programs. It is thanks to 
the generosity of donors that this work is possible. For 
more information about PCF, contact Duggan Cooley, 
CFRE dcooley@pinellascf.org or visit www.pinellascf.org

Institute recognizes local attorney
LARGO – The American Institute of Family Law 

Attorneys recently recognized the performance of 
Catherine Day Hult, a family law attorney, as 2018 10 

Best Family Law Attorney for Client Satisfaction.
The American Institute of Family Law Attorneys is a 

third-party attorney rating organization that publishes 
an annual list of the Top 10 Family Law Attorneys in 
each state. Attorneys who are selected to the 10 Best 
list must pass AIOFLA’s rigorous selection process, 
which is based on client and/or peer nominations, 
thorough research, and AIOFLA’s independent 
evaluation. AIOFLA’s annual list was created to be 
used as a resource for clients during the attorney 
selection process.

Hooters volunteers partner 
with Habitat for Humanity 

Dreams came true for three families that received 
Habitat for Humanity homes over the past three years 
from Hooters Management Corp. 

The most recent family to receive a home is the 
Hicks family. Employees from 12 Tampa Bay area 
 Hooters restaurants volunteered more than 500 hours 
to help build a new home for Sara Hicks and her 
family. 

“For the past three years, Habitat Pinellas 
has enjoyed a rewarding relationship with Hooters 
Management Corp.,” said Mike Sutton, CEO of 
Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County. “Without 
collaborations with companies like Hooters, stability, 
self-reliance, and the dream of homeownership for 
families like the Hicks’ would not be possible.” 

The Hicks family received their keys during a June 7 
dedication ceremony. 

Hooters Management has also sponsored homes for 
the Hooten family and the Miller family. Since 2016, 
employees have donated over 1,000 hours of their time 
to build homes in Pinellas County. 

“We are so thankful to have the opportunity 
to change lives of families in our local community 
and assist them with a place to call home,” said 
Denise Williams, chief marketing officer of Hooters 
Management. Hooters Management has presented 
Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County over $216,000 
for the three homes. Most recent, Hooters Management 
Corp. presented a donation of $82,000. 

Since 1985, Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County 
has constructed 480 homes for struggling families in 
Pinellas County, using locally raised funds. Volunteers 
and the future homeowners construct the homes, 
which are sold at no profi t and fi nanced with a zero-
interest loan. 

Habitat Pinellas homeowner candidates earn 30 
to 75 percent of area median income. For Pinellas 
County, that translates to as little as $27,000 a year 
for a family of four. Candidates must also demonstrate 
need for adequate shelter; ability to pay back a zero-
interest loan and willingness to partner with Habitat 
Pinellas to invest 350 to 450 sweat equity hours. 
Mortgage monies are used to build even more homes, 
making each donation to Habitat a perpetual legacy to 
the community. Habitat believes that home ownership 
contributes to family stability, leading in turn to 
community stability. 

Seminars on reverse mortgages set
Public seminars on reverse mortgages will present 

the facts about the FHA Reverse Mortgage in the 
coming weeks.

Informational seminars for senior homeowners 
will take place Tuesday, Aug. 14, 2 p.m., at Panera 
Bread, Bardmoor Prominade, 10801 Starkey Road, 
Largo; Wednesday, Aug. 15, 1 p.m., at Safety Harbor 

Public Library, 101 Second St. N., Safety Harbor; and 
Thursday, Aug. 16, 1 p.m., at Seminole Community 
Library, 9200 113th St. N., Seminole.

The presentations will provide information on 
the basics, how they work, the benefits and the 
downsides. Also included is a review of the types 
available, examples of critical documents and what 
they mean. Program protections, the government’s role, 
homeowners ongoing obligations, effects on Medicaid, 
SS and estates will also be addressed. 

There is limited seating for the Aug. 14 seminar at 
Panera Bread. To reserve a seat, call 727-831-3416.

Barnes & Noble Clearwater 
celebrates educators 

CLEARWATER – To celebrate educators just in time 
for back-to-school, Barnes & Noble Clearwater will kick 
off the school year with Educator Appreciation Days 
every Saturday and Sunday in August. 

On Saturdays and Sundays in August, Barnes & 
Noble Clearwater is featuring special discounts to 
celebrate pre-K-12 public, private and homeschool 
teachers and administrators, including 25 percent off 
most merchandise such as books, toys and games; 
and limited-time giveaways from Sterling Publishing, 
while supplies last. The offer will also be valid online at 
BN.com Saturday, Aug. 25, and Sunday, Aug. 26.

August’s Educator Appreciation Days special 
discount offerings are: 

• 25 percent off list price on most books, gifts, 
music, DVDs, and toys and games for classroom 
purchase

• 10 percent off all Café consumables purchases
• 10 percent off select products to encourage tech-

based fun.

Largo Medical Center names 
new chief medical offi cer

LARGO – Dr. Christos Politis was recently named the 
new chief medical offi cer at Largo Medical Center.

Politis comes to Largo Medical Center from Tampa 
Community  and Memoria l 
Hospitals in Tampa, where he 
served as CMO of both facilities. 

“While achieving incredible 
growth in the operating rooms at 
our sister hospitals as well as Dr. 
Politis’ strength in the fi ght against 
severe infections, we are proud to 
have such an experienced, well-
rounded physician working with 
us to improve the quality of life for 
all our patients,” said Anthony Degina, CEO at Largo 
Medical Center.

After attending the University of South Florida in 
Tampa for medical school, Politis went on to specialize 
and become a board certifi ed urologist.

“I feel privileged to be working here in the Tampa 
Bay area, doing what I love most, in a place I enjoy 
calling home,” said Politis. “While in private practice 
I worked in south Pinellas County with other HCA 
hospitals and am thrilled to now be working with the 
team of experts at Largo Medical Center.”

Politis will begin his new role at Largo Medical 
Center on Monday, Aug. 13.

Session on how to quit tobacco set
The Florida Department of Health in Pinellas County 

is encouraging those who want to quit tobacco for good 
to register for the Tobacco Free Florida Group Quit 
Session set for Tuesday, Aug. 28, 1 to 3 p.m., at DOH-
Pinellas in Mid-County, 8751 Ulmerton Road, Largo.

The face-to-face session will take place in a group 
setting that is open to the public and presented by the 
Gulfcoast North Area Health Education Center at no 
cost.

In addition to the group session, tobacco users who 
want to quit also can receive nicotine replacement 
patches, gum and lozenges at no cost (while supplies 
last and if medically appropriate). The session provides 
information on how to prepare a plan to quit, how 
to deal with cravings and what to expect during the 
process. The program covers all forms of tobacco.

During August, numerous classes are held at 
other locations in Pinellas County, too. Registration 
is required. For information about other sessions or 
to register, call 813-929-1000 or email info@gnahec.
org. Visit www.tobaccofreefl orida.com/quityourway for 
other resources.

For more information about GNAHEC, go to www.
ahectobacco.com.

For more information about DOH-Pinellas, go to 
www.PinellasHealth.com or follow us on Twitter at @
HealthyPinellas.

Free amplifi ed phones offered
Florida Telecommunications Relay is offering an 

innovative new amplifi ed telephone to Pinellas County 
residents with hearing loss.

State law requires all Florida landline phone 
companies to distribute free specialized phones to 
residents with hearing loss. In Pinellas County, these 
phones are available at the Family Center on Deafness, 
in Largo, and other locations throughout Pinellas County.

The newest amplified phone is an easy-to-use 
cordless device with caller identifi cation that boosts 
incoming sounds up to 50 decibels. The phone is 
designed to meet varying degrees of hearing loss, from 
moderate to severe. The phone also features large, 
easy to read buttons that help people with vision loss 
ensure they can operate the phone easily. The Arthritis 
Foundation praises this cordless phone for its ease of 

use, as the ergonomic design makes it easy to operate. 
For a new client to obtain the phone, they must 

be permanent Florida residents who have a hearing 
loss. Call 727-399-9983 and press 1 to make an 
appointment or for more information.

Nutritional analysis sessions offered
SEMINOLE – Brandi Stewart, of Stewart Analysis, 

will be the special guest Friday, Aug. 31, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., at Sunshine Health Foods, 6989 Seminole Blvd., 
Seminole.

Stewart will conduct Nutritional Blood Cell Analysis 
sessions. Nutritional analysis reveals defi ciencies such 
as digestive issues, toxins, yeast overgrowth, parasites 
and much more. 

“Our goal with each client is to help them 
understand the whole picture of holistic health,” said 
Stewart in a press release. “We educate and provide 
support to help you make the right choices.”

Session costs vary depending on length and type. 
Reservations are required. To make a reservation or for 
more information, visit Sunshine Health Foods or call 
727-397-5333.

 

Cardiologist hosts Walk with a Doc 
SEMINOLE – Walk with a Doc will take place 

Saturday, Sept. 8, 3 p.m., beginning at Shelter 5 in 
Walsingham Park, 12615 102nd Ave., Seminole.

Dr. John Norris, a local cardiologist, will lead the 
session. This is a monthly free event to promote 
walking as a healthy lifestyle. Attendees may walk at 
their own pace.

For information, call 727-587-6999.

Physician feted for homeless care
In recognition of his dedicated health service to the 

homeless, Dr. Raju Mungara was named the winner of 
the Florida Association of Community Health Centers’ 
Jessie Trice Outstanding Clinician Award.

The Florida Department of Health in Pinellas County 
physician provides services at the Bayside Health 
Clinic and on the Pinellas County Mobile Medical 
Unit, a vehicle that takes health services to locations 
accessible to homeless people. Mungara has been 
serving this population since 2006.

The award is named after Jessie Collins Trice, the 
fi rst African-American graduate of the University of 
Miami’s School of Nursing and a champion for health 
care for the underserved. The association represents 
more than 500 health centers that serve 1.4 million 
Floridians who are uninsured, covered by Medicaid or 
have very low incomes.

The MMU and the freestanding Bayside Medical 
Clinic at 14808 49th St. N., Clearwater, serve the 
homeless with funding from the Pinellas Board of 
County Commissioners. Both are staffed by DOH-
Pinellas employees, including Dr. Mungara.

Harvest & Bluegrass Fest set
DUNEDIN – The 11th annual HOME Harvest & 

Bluegrass Fest will take place Saturday, Nov. 3, 7 
to 10 p.m., at the Conmy Center, 750 San Salvador, 
Dunedin.

Cost is $35 a person or $325 for a table. RSVP 
is required by Oct. 25. For tickets and information, 
call 727-786-7951. Proceeds will benefi t the House of 
Mercy and Encouragement.

The event will feature music performed by the 
Ramblegrass Band as well as food, drinks, raffl es and 
a silent auction. 

The House of Mercy & Encouragement Foundation 
is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to 
faithfully providing mental health and educational 
services to children and their families that encourage 
caring, compassion, and a sense of well-being in a 
welcoming and comfortable environment.

Health & Fitness News

Business Briefcase

Politis

FLORIDA STATEWIDE 
NETWORK ADS

For information on placing a network ad that will run 

throughout many of Florida’s community newspapers, 

contact the classifi ed department at 727-397-5563,
or via email at classifi eds@TBNweekly.com

2222. Network Ads
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the 
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society. (800)831-6309.  (C)

SUPPORT our service members, veterans 
and their families in their time of need. For 
more information, visit the Fisher House 
website at www.fi sherhouse.org  (C&N)

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite 
Internet. High Speed. Available Anywhere. 
Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. 

Call for Limited Time Price. 
(800)958-6917. (C)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3-Day Vacation. Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
(800)902-7815.  (C)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL (855)836-8564.  (C)

OTR Drivers. Food grade tankers, 
Class-A CDL w/tanker. Mileage/Drop Pay, 

Benefi ts available. Flexible home time. 
Call (800)569-6816 or visit website: www.

otterytransportation.com.  (F)

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed. No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
(877)279-4652.  (C)

Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
(855)334-7726.  (C)

DENTAL INSURANCE
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 
for details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 

coverage for 350 procedures. (855)404-
2263 or www.dental50plus.com/cpf 

Ad #6118.  (C)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You and 
Your Family may be Entitled to a Signifi cant 
Cash Award. Call (855)259-0557 for 
information. No Risk, No Money Out of 
Pocket. (C&F)

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, 
United, Delta and others. Start here with 
hands-on training for FAA Certifi cation. 

Financial aid if qualifi ed. Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance. (888)242-2649.  (F)

Become a published author! Publications 
sold at all major secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your FREE author 

submission kit. (844)506-6434.  (C)

DISH Network. 190+ Channels. FREE 
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/
mo. (24 mos.) Add High Speed Internet - 
$14.95 (where avail). CALL Today & Save 
25%! (855)895-7245.  (C)

AT&T High Speed Internet Starting at 
$40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99% 
Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital TV or 
Phone Services & Internet. Price Starts at 
$30/month. Call (888)274-1454.  (C)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the fi rst 3 months). 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today (877)929-1176.  (C)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE. Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call (844)349-8351 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea 
for a free consultation.  (C)

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75% PLUS get 
4 more Burgers & 4 more Kielbasa FREE! 
Order The Family Gourmet Buffet, ONLY 
$49.99. Call (844)275-9596, mention code 
51689ADS or visit www.OmahaSteaks.
com/meal22.  (C)

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! (800)241-0166.  (C)

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100% Risk-
Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp 
Clear Sound. If you decide to keep it, PAY 
ONLY $299 per aid. FREE Shipping. Call 
Hearing Help Express. (877)442-6921.  (C)

Are you in Debt? Get help now with a 30 
minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri 9:00 
am to 8:00 pm. Sat: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
All Eastern time. (855)630-5331. (C)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks 
to refi ll. No deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit. Call 
(888)572-4944.  (C)

Do you have chronic knee or back pain? If 
you have insurance, you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no cost. Get yours 
today! (800)862-8392.  (C)

Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medical 
expenses. A Medicare Supplemental Plan 
can help cover costs that Medicare does 
not. Get a free quote today by calling now. 
Hours: 24/7, (800)866-3027.  (C)

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 

Installation, Smart HD DVR included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 

(800)496-2603.  (C)

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation 
education, prevention & support programs. 
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION. (844)513-9098.  (C)

Unable to work due to injury or illness? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security 
Disability Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 
(855)399-1237! Mail: 2420 N St. NW, 
Washington, DC. Offi ce: Broward Co. FL, 
Mbr. TX/NM Bar. Local Attys Nationwide (C)

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung Galaxy 8 for 
$34/month. Call AT&T Wireless today to 
learn how to get a new phone Call while 
supplies last. (855)892-2388.  (C)

SAVE on Medicare Supplement Insurance! 
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from 
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! 
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance 
Cos. Operators Standing By.
CALL (844)857-4389.  (C)

Medical Grade HEARING AIDS for LESS 
THAN $200! FDA-Registered. Crisp, clear 
sound, state-of-the-art features and no 
audiologist needed. Try it RISK FREE for 
45 days! 
CALL (855)504-5893.  (C)

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! Over 
150 Channels, ONLY $35/month (for 12 
Months). Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T 
Visa Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions 
apply). CALL (877)808-9508.  (C)

HughesNet Satellite Internet  25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time.  Call (877)417-5828. (C)

IRS TAX DEBTS? $10k+? Tired of the 
calls? We can Help! $500 free consultation! 
We can STOP the garnishments! FREE 
consultation. Call today (855)810-0839.  (C)

Always Protect Your Family! Final Expense/
Burial Insurance. $30,000 Coverage Only 
$1 per day! No Med Exam! Free Consult. 
Call Today (855)385-4423.  (C)

Cars, Trucks & SUVS! Bad Credit? 
Repos? Divorce? Even Bankruptcy! 
It’s OK! $0 down options available! 
www.6ignoremyscore.com.  (C)

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN and 
recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER? 
You and your family may be entitled 
to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call (855)839-6761 for your risk free 
consultation.  (C)

Get Health Insurance that is right for you 
and your family. You are one quick phone 
call away. Stop waiting and get the best 
deals on health insurance with the fi rm that 
cares. Call today (800)225-9610.  (C)

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have 
Medicare coverage, call Verus Healthcare 
to qualify for CPAP supplies for little or no 
cost in minutes. Home Delivery, Healthy 
Sleep Guide and More - FREE! Our 
customer care agents await your call. 
(855)869-9623.  (C)

Stay in your home longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free toilet and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at (855)501-2042.  (C)

Behind on your MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modifi cation? Bank threatening 
foreclosure? CALL Homeowner Protection 
Services now! New laws are in effect that 
may help. Call (844)720-2118.  (C)

Do you owe more than $5,000 in tax debt? 
Call Wells & Associations INC. We solve 
Tax Problems! Personal or Business! IRS, 
State and Local. 30 years in Business! Call 
NOW for a free consultation at an offi ce 
near you.  (888)497-1876.  (C)

Reverse Mortgage: Homeowners age 62+ 
turn your home equity into tax-free cash! 
Speak with an expert today and receive a 
free booklet. (877)855-9656.  (C)

Medical Marijuana Available. Obtain 7 
Month Prescription $150.00. Smokable 
Buds and Flowers Available. St. Augustine 
(904)299-5300. Gainesville (352)306-
0220. Orlando 2 locations (407)755-1022 
or (321)247-7667.  (C)

CHEAP AIRLINE FLIGHTS! We get deals 
like no other agency. Call today to learn 
more. Call (800)732-0853.  (C)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of what you owe. 
A+BBB rated. Call National Debt Relief. 
(855)959-7825.  (C)

Curious about Bitcoin and Cryptocurrency? 
Learn How to Invest for Profi t. Free 30 
Page Book! Call (800)311-9882 Invitation 
ID #GRP718.  (C)

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: (888)416-2330.  (N)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands-on Aviation training. 
Financial Aid for qualifi ed students. Career 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance.
(888)686-1704.  (N)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call National 
Debt Relief at (866)243-0510.  (N)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks 
to refi ll. No deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: (844)558-7482.  (N)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN? 
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain 
may qualify for a low or no cost knee or 
back brace. Call (844)308-4307.  (N)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE. Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the Research 
& Development pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call (888)501-0236 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea 
for a free consultation.  (N)

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind 
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Is the bank threatening 
foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief 
Line now for Help! (855)794-7358.  (N)

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ONLINE 
TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take the first 
step into a new career! Call now: (855)669-
2185.  (N)

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families fi nd senior living. Our 

trusted, local advisors help fi nd solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you.  

Call (855)741-7459.  (N)

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply 
(800)718-1593.  (N)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nationwide Free 
Pick Up! Call Now: (800)864-5960. (N)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish your 

own book. FREE author submission 
kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 

(866)951-7214.  (N)

HOME SECURITY - Leading smart home 
provider Vivint Smart Home has an offer 
just for you. Call (888)508-5259 to get 
a professionally installed home security 
system with $0 activation.  (N)

Attention all homeowners in jeopardy of 
foreclosure! We can help stop your home 
from foreclosure. The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. (800)506-3363.  (C)

Get a FREE Cash Offer. We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled - it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS UP TO $15,000! 
(833)238-0340.  (C)

Struggling with DRUGS or ALCOHOL? 
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone who 
cares. Call The Addiction Hope & Help Line 
for a free assessment. (866)786-9980.  (C)

With Medicare, shopping around is key. 
Compare FREE Quotes from A-Rated 
Carriers to save on a Medigap Plan Today! 
Get Covered and Save! Call (877)512-
5864.  (C)

Have an idea for an invention/product? 
We help everyday inventors try to patent 
and submit their ideas to companies! Call 
InventHelp®, FREE INFORMATION! 
(855)548-5956.  (C)

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, White 
Vinyl Tlit-Ins, LOWEST Pricing in State. 
No Gimmicks! Homeowners Only! No 
Contractors! AFFORDABLE WINDOWS & 
DOORS. Call Robert (407)223-6726. WHY 
PAY MORE!  (F)

DONATE YOUR CAR - (877)654-3662. 
FAST FREE TOWING 24hr Response. 

Maximum Tax Deduction - UNITED 
BREAST CANCER FDN: Providing Breast 

Cancer Information 
& Support Programs.  (F)

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! 
Professional Exterminator Formula. 
Available Hardware Stores. BUY ONLINE: 
homedepot.com.  (N)

HOTELS FOR HEROES - to find out 
more about how you can help our service 
members,veterans and their families in 
their time of need, visit the Fisher House 
website at www.fi sherhouse.org.  (N)

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. Free Shipping, Best Prices & 24 
hr. payment! BBB Rated A+. Call (855)440-
4001. www.TestStripSearch.com  (N)

DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-FOOD GRADE 
100% OMRI Listed - Meets Organic 
Use Standards. BUY ONLINE ONLY: 
homedepot.com.  (N)

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Foundation 
education, prevention & support programs, 
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION. (855)758-6966.  (C)

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep 
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP 
machine and supplies at little or no cost! 
Free sleep supplement and sleep guide 
included! Call (844)359-1121.  (C)
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School Notebook
Supplies needed for foster 
children and teens in crisis

With the start of each school year, thousands of 
east and central Florida foster children and teens in 
crisis attend classes amongst their peers. Often, they 
are not prepared, lacking school supplies and proper 
school uniforms. 

To combat the challenges these youth face, 
Eckerd Connects is creating an opportunity for the 
community to support these children through August.

The numbers are daunting. According to the Casey 
Family Foundation, 75 percent of children in foster 
care are working below grade level, and more than 
50-percent will never graduate from high school or 
obtain a GED. 

Young people who struggle with homelessness 
and the juvenile justice system are also behind due 
to trauma, displacement, and lack of resources. 
The funds raised in this campaign will go toward 
supporting these children with the materials they 
need to ensure a successful school experience.

Eckerd Connects will use this supply drive to 
support six local programs in need of support:

• Project Bridge, a central and south Florida 
program supporting teens as they transition from the 
juvenile justice system; 

• Raising Hope, a Tampa Bay program providing 
hygiene items to those in foster care. 

• E-Nini-Hassee, an all-girls outdoor therapeutic 
camp in Floral City, Florida.

• Challenge Youth Academy, an all-boys juvenile 
justice center in Hernando County.

• Foster children in Hillsborough, Pasco, and 
Pinellas counties.

To support the “Back 2 School” campaign, 
residents can give supplies at any drop-off center 
(locations on Eckerd.org/Back2School) or donate on 
Eckerd.org. A gift of $25 supports a child with either 
one school uniform or one backpack full of supplies.

Tax Collector collecting supplies
Throughout the month of August, all Pinellas 

County Tax Collector locations are official school 
supply donation sites. All school supplies will be 
accepted, including binders, notebook paper, pencils, 
highlighters, and more.

Items will be provided to the Pinellas Education 
Foundation to assist local students who are homeless 
or in fi nancial need. According to the Foundation, 13 
percent of families in Pinellas County are at poverty 
level and more than 3,000 children in our community 
are homeless.

In addition, the offi ce is promoting the red apple 
Support Education license plate in honor of back to 
school month. The plate’s $20 annual fee benefi ts the 
Pinellas Education Foundation, a nonprofi t dedicated 
to improving public school education in the county.

For more information about the Pinellas Education 
Foundation, visit PinellasEducation.org.

SPC forum to explore 
myths of gun violence

SEMINOLE – Bursting gun violence myths is 
the focus of a forum sponsored by the Institute for 
Strategic Policy Solutions at St. Petersburg College. 
The forum, titled “Guns in America: Myth-Busting in 
Search of Solutions,” will be on Thursday, Aug. 30, 
6-8:15 p.m., at the Seminole campus of SPC, 9200 
113th St. N. 

Advance registration to the dinner event is 
required. Media co-sponsors are the Tampa Bay 
Times and WEDU Television.

The lead speaker will be  Dr. John S. “Jack” Rozel, 
associate professor of psychiatry at the University of 
Pittsburg and co-author of a study of gun violence 
titled “The Link Between Mental Illness and Firearm 
Violence: Implications for Social Policy and Clinical 
Practice.”

Joining Rozel in addressing other aspects of the 
gun violence equation will be Dr. Gary Mormino, 
professor emeritus of history at USF St. Petersburg; 
Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri; and David T. 
Kronenfeld, Tampa attorney. The moderator will be 
David Klement, executive director of the Institute for 
Strategic Policy Solutions.

Admission to the dinner and program is $25, or 
$20 for students and educators. To register, go to 
solutions.spcollege.edu, or phone 727-394-6942.

Students invited to attend 
Pinellas YAC open house

CLEARWATER – There is no minimum age for 
being an engaged citizen, and Pinellas County’s 
Youth Advisory Committee is looking for young people 
interested in being community leaders or future 
public servants. 

YAC is hosting an Open House for students in 
grades nine through 12 Wednesday, Aug. 22, 3 
p.m., in the fi fth fl oor Commissioners’ Conference 
Room, 315 Court St., Clearwater. The program will 
provide information about YAC and ways teens can 
participate in local government. Refreshments will 
also be provided.

Students interested in attending should RSVP 
to yac@pinellascounty.org or call 727-582-2656. 
Anyone interested in joining but not able to attend 
the open house can apply for membership at www.
pinellascounty.org/yac. The deadline is 3 p.m., 
Friday, Aug. 24.

Established in 2001, YAC is a vehicle for 
young people to provide input to Pinellas County 
commissioners. Members assist the Commission 
by helping to identify the needs of young people, 
organizing youth-based activities that benefit 
the local community and by becoming active 
participants, with their adult counterparts, in county 
programs.

SPC to display professor’s work
CLEARWATER – The Crossroads Gallery at the St. 

Petersburg College Clearwater Campus is hosting an 
exhibition of the ceramic work of Hadi Abbas from 
Aug. 20-Sept. 26.  

A reception is planned on Wednesday, Sept. 12, 
6-8 p.m. Abbas is assistant professor of ceramics at 
the University of Central Florida. 

Abbas focuses on wood-fi red pottery, drawing on a 
variety of infl uences of Japanese ceramics and Middle 
Eastern architecture.  Abbas is an internationally 
recognized artist, who brings a unique perspective to 
contemporary ceramics.  He designed and built the 
fi rst Anagama Kiln in the state of Florida.

The exhibit will be open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. The gallery is at 
2465 Drew St., Clearwater. Admission is free. Call 
727-791 2548.

Events to raise funds 
for memorial Scholarship

Two events are planned to raise funds for the 
Kathryne Mezerowski Memorial Scholarship at St. 
Petersburg College.

The fi rst is an Open Car & Truck Show on Sunday, 
Aug. 19, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at Wagon Wheel Flea 
Market, 7801 Park Blvd., Pinellas Park. The event 
includes door prizes, 50/50, music and trophies. 
Participants can pre-register for $10 or pay $15 day 
of show. 

Email okayz8@knology.net or text 727-459-3688. 
Include name, phone number, vehicle makes, model 
and year of vehicle.

A second fundraiser for the scholarship is 
Drag Queen Bingo on Sunday, Aug. 5, 5 p.m., 
at Hamburger Mary’s, 2901 Tyrone Blvd., St. 
Petersburg. Reservations are highly recommended. 
Call 727-851-9386. 

Photo courtesy of CITY OF MADEIRA BEACH

Marine biology graduate student Andie Fisher of Sand to Sea holds a turtle hatchling rescued Aug. 2 
during “excavation” of a sea turtle nest on Madeira Beach. At a depth of about 2 feet, Fisher found 
four hatchlings that had been unable to leave the nest out of which their siblings had crawled out of 
three nights earlier. Karen Pankaew, of Blue Earth Research Group, which co-sponsored the rescue, 
told onlookers it was not unusual to fi nd hatchlings that failed to get out of the nest. Taking notes is 
Janet Melia, also a volunteer with Sand to Sea. Following the excavation, Madeira Beach city offi cials 
adopted a nearby nest due to hatch soon. The rescued hatchlings were released that evening.

Saved from the sand

Snook and trout have been at 
the top of the list this past week. 
Early starts have been the key for 
fooling the better snook, while the 
trout seem willing to bite for a few 
hours after sunup.

The pre-dawn snook bite has 
been solid lately. Targeting areas 
that have fresh water creeks and 
drain pipes will no doubt put you 
around some snook right now.

Live pilchards can be found 
holding on bridge shadow lines at 
night and have been the ticket for 
fi ring up the snook. The tide hasn’t 
been as critical as the time of day. 
Getting to that first spot before 
the sun comes up will pay big 
dividends as the snook bite slows 
considerably by 8 a.m. 

Trout fishing has been very 
good throughout the Intracoastal 
Waterway. Target the outside edges 
of grass fl ats on the later portion of 

the outgoing tide and then again on 
the fi rst part of the incoming tide. 
Fish with live pilchards either free 
lined or suspended below a rattle 
fl oat to get the fi shes attention. The 
trout also will readily take a variety 
of artificial lure, including shad 
tail jigs or 2- or 3-inch twitch baits 
both in the olive back pearl belly 
colors.

Keep an eye open for tripletail. 
This past week we were able to 
fi nd and sight cast several smaller 
tripletail holding around crab 
trap fl oats. Once again small live 
pilchards under a fl oat were eaten 
every time.

Offshore red grouper fi shing has 
been good in 100- to 130-feet of 
water. Target bottom and drift fi sh 
when at all possible. Live pinfi sh 
work great but frozen sardines and 
frozen squid also will work.

Shark fi shing has been very good 
lately along the beaches. Schools of 
fry bait are attracting ladyfi sh and 
mackerel and in turn plenty of 3- to 
4-foot blacktip sharks. Live pinfi sh 
under a small balloon work great 
for bait, and deploying a frozen 
chum block will help to bring the 
sharks in.

Tyson Wallerstein can be reached 
at capt.tyson@hotmail.com. To get 
a fish photo in the paper, send 
the photo along with your name, 
when and where it was caught to 
editorial@TBNweekly.com or mail it 
to Tampa Bay Newspapers, 9911 
Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL 33772.

Anglers should start, fi nish early

Fish Tales
Capt. Tyson 
Wallerstein

Outdoors News
Park to host birds of prey show
LARGO – The Look Alive Bird Show will be presented 

Sunday, Aug. 12, from 1 to 2 p.m., at the Narrows 
Environmental Education Center, 11901 146th St. N.

Attendees will get a glimpse at the world of Florida’s 
fabulous flighted hunters. The show details the 
amazing adaptations that raptors use to exploit the 
natural world for their gain. The show includes owls, 
hawks, falcons and Sarge, the center’s own bald eagle 
and the star of the show. 

Cost is $3 a person. 

Brooker to host bird hike
TARPON SPRINGS – The Birds of Brooker hike will 

be offered Saturday, Aug. 11, 8 to 10 a.m., at Brooker 
Creek Preserve, 3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs.

Birds seen and heard will be identified while 
attendees meander along a 1-mile trail gathering 
information. All ages are welcome. Children age 15 and 
younger must be accompanied by an adult. Children 
age 5 and younger may fi nd this hike challenging. 

Volunteer hike guides will meet participants outside 
the exhibit hall 10 minutes before the scheduled 
start time. Attendees should wear sturdy closed-toe 
shoes, sneakers or boots. Insect repellent is strongly 
recommended. Hikers also should bring plenty of 
drinking water and a snack. A hat, sunglasses and 
sunscreen are also recommended.

Registration is required. Call 727-453-6800 or visit 
www.brookercreekpreserve.eventbrite.com.

Clearwater Community Gardens 
to host annual fundraising brunch

CLEARWATER – Clearwater Community Gardens 

will host its fourth annual summer brunch fundraiser 
Sunday, Aug. 19, 11 a.m., in the Crystal Ballroom at 
the historic Fort Harrison, 210 S. Fort Harrison Ave., 
Clearwater.

Tickets for the brunch are $20, with all funds 
collected going to the community garden. To purchase 
tickets, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/44646895065.

The incoming president of the Florida Federation of 
Garden Clubs will be the keynote speaker.

“We will be celebrating our success over the past 
three years while raising funds for a new seedling 
greenhouse and children’s gardening area,” said 
Howard Warshauer, the founder and president of 
Clearwater Community Gardens Inc., a local 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization. “We do this while we enjoy 
the excellent food from the Fort Harrison staff and 
chefs, the camaraderie of our supporters, wonderful 
entertainment and much more.” 

This year’s theme is “Gardening – Good for the 
Soul.” Organizers hope to inform guests how important 
gardening is to long term health, daily lives and mental 
stability, said Warshauer. 

Included in the event will be a raffl e of many garden 
and gardening items, gift cards to some of downtown 
Clearwater’s shops, restaurants, and theaters. All 
proceeds will benefi t the Gateway Community Garden. 
Amanda Thompson, Clearwater’s new CRA director, 
will inform guests about all the changes taking place in 
downtown Clearwater.

In its first three full years of operation, the 
community garden has expanded to 50 plots and has 
added a rainwater system, a shelter, a 600-square-foot 
pollinator garden, two bee colonies and many fruit and 
fl owering trees. They regularly host potluck dinners 
and educational programs for the community.

Photo courtesy of SPC

The ceramic work of Hadi Abbas will be on 
display at the Crossroads Gallery in Clearwater.

How to contribute 

All press releases are pub-
lished on a space available 
basis. They are subject to ed-
iting for grammar, length and 
general newspaper style.

We are not able to predict 
exactly the issue it will be 
printed – or even guarantee 
that it will be used.

The deadline for all copy is 
Friday, noon, preceding pub-
lication date. The newspapers 
are published Thursdays. For 
upcoming events, please send 
in your announcement two 
weeks in advance, if possible.

All submissions can be 
emailed to editorial@TBN
weekly.com.

Please include a contact 
name and number on all sub-
missions.

Please type letters to the 
editor (or print legibly) and 
include your name, town 
of residence, phone num-
ber and signature and mail 
to Tampa Bay Newspapers, 
9911 Seminole Blvd., Semi-
nole, FL 33772. Emails should 
include town of residence 
and telephone and be sent to 
tgermond@TBNweekly.com. 

727-596-2995 • WeSellPinellas.com
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America’s Leading Discount Real Estate Company

WE HAVE AN OPENING 
for one full time, licensed agent,$50k+ 

Call or text Randy 727-415-8344
for a confi dential interview.

Rich Rippetoe’s Featured Properties of the Week!Rich Rippetoe’s Featured Properties of the Week!

 73 Sales and Over $27 Million in Closed Sales Volume for 2017! 
Top 1% in Sales in Pinellas County!

Call Rich at 727-902-1437 To View Today!

Experience
Counts ...
28 Years 

In The 
Business!

Sun Vista Realty
727-595-1604

RichRippetoe@gmail.com
www.BeachRealEstatePro.com

Rich Rippetoe
Your Coastal Real Estate Connection Since 1990Your Coastal Real Estate Connection Since 1990

Impeccable 4BR/3BA Split BR Plan Pool Home with Oversized 3 Car Garage 
and Detached Workshop! Over 1/2 Acre Tropical Paradise!

New on Market at $599,900!

Picturesque Privacy in Seminole!
Impressive End Unit 3BR/2BA Residence with 2,100 sq. ft. Condo overlooking 
the tranquil Bayou on Lake Seminole! Built in 2006 with Designer Touches!

Unmatched at $439,900!

Upscale Living in Seminole Isle

Distinctive Thurston Groves in Seminole
Elegant 4BR/3BA/3CG Pool Home in one of Seminole’s Finest Area’s! Over 

3,650 sq. ft. with Resort like Pool & No Flood Insurance!  

New Price at $719,900! Unrivaled & Priced at $1,050,000!

Surf, Sea & Sand in Sand Key!
Direct Gulf front 3BR/2BA Residence with 1,900 sq. ft.! 
Built in 2014 with Gulf and Intracoastal Water Views!

Gated Community & Steps to the Beach! Captivating, Coastal 3BR/3BA Resi-
dence built in 2015 with Oversized 2 Car Garage & Private Elevator.

Offered at $595,000

Contemporary Townhome 
in Indian Rocks Beach Panoramic Gulf front Views from this Spectacular 3BR/3BA 

Condo! Intimate 20 Unit Building with 2 Assigned Parking 
Spaces, 33 ft Gulf front balcony & Heated Pool!

Sunsational $879,900

Daily  Sunsets at Westview Grande
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Nylon Carpet

10 + Colors

SATOKO II

SQ. FT.
$2.39 WAS $3.49

Stain Resistant Carpet

50 Colors Available

THUNDERBIRD RIM

SQ. FT.
$3.49 WAS $5.40

100% Waterproof

50 + colors: Wood Look & Tile Look

LUXURY VINYL PLANK

SQ. FT.
$5.29 WAS $6.99 COME IN  TODAY AND SAVE BIG*

Oil Finish 3/8 x 5

ENGINEERED HARDWOOD

VERSAILLE

SQ. FT.
$2.97 WAS $5.39

Waterproof Vinyl

10 + Colors Available

CORETECPROPLUS

SQ. FT.
$2.99 WAS $3.79

SPECIAL 18-MONTH FINANCING AVAILABLE**
On purchases of $1,200 or more with your Flooring America Wall to Wall credit card made between 7-19-18 - 8-26-18.

C A R P E T  •  T I L E  •  W O O D  •  L A M I N A T E  •  V I N Y L
Store Hours: Monday-Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday, 10am-4pm • Closed Sunday • Lic. #C9390 & Lic. # C9673

9012 Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL 33772

(One mile north of Park Blvd.) 727.397.5509
www.FlooringAmericaofSeminole.com

Andrew Roehm
Flooring America

Sue  Bartlett
Flooring America

100 Patricia Ave., Dunedin, FL 34698

(1.5 miles south of 580) 727.733.1356
www.FlooringAmericaDunedin.com

*Discounts apply to materials only on select items; cushion, labor, and installation charges are additional. Prior orders exempt. All offers are for retail only; no contract/commercial. See store for details on all offers and warranties. Offers expire 8/26/2018. 
Participating stores only. Not all merchandise is available in all stores. Photos are representational only. Actual merchandise may not exactly match photos shown. Although we make every effort to ensure that our advertising is accurate, we cannot be 
held liable for typographical errors or misprints. †Financing provided by Synchrony Bank. See store for details. Subject to credit approval.  With purchase of $1,200 or more.

THERE’S A REASON WE’RE THE
MOST RECOMMENDED.

fl ooringamerica.com/review
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CBD products could lead you to a healthy productive life. 

Studies have shown CBD could help you in the following areas: 

4505 Park Blvd. N
Pinellas Park, 33781

(727) 258-4220

CBDHealthOfFlorida.com

29901 US 19 N
Clearwater, 33761

(727) 221-7050

CBDHealthOfFlorida.com

Knowledgeable staff in a professional atmosphere.

OUR CLEARWATER STORE carries a large supply of vaping goods including CBD products!

Our products are from respected manufacturers. We have hemp oils & seeds, salves, lotions, creams, roll-ons for pain, gummies, candies, edibles, CBD water, 
bath bombs and capsules. We also carry CBD pet products for cats, dogs and horses (includes oils, treats & salves), as well as vaping products, coffee, tea, 
chewing gum and lozenges. All U.S. made. 

50% OFF your 1st purchase with a 100% money back guarantee if it does not help you. You have nothing to lose! How much more 
serious can I be? I was in 2 auto accidents over 2 years ago. I have 2 herniated discs, 3 bulging discs and torn shoulder muscles. I saw pain 
management doctors, surgeons and went thru physical therapy and more. They all said learn to live with the pain and take these pain pills. 
Not any more. With CBD I have my life back and have not taken drugs for months. I feel good again.

WE CARRY PRODUCTS FROM 10 REPUTABLE COMPANIES • WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF CBD PRODUCTS

C L E A R WAT E R

CBD HEMP OILS ARE HERE!
NO MEDICAL CARD NEEDED

• Pain Relief

•  Anxiety (Pets, People)

•  Anti-Inflammatory

•  Rheumatoid Arthritis 

•  Promotes Good Sleep

•  Migraine Headaches

•  Boosts Immune System 

• Anti-Tumor Effects

•  Eczema & Psoriasis

• Crohn’s Disease 

• Fibromyalgia

• Skin Care

• Anti-Seizure

• Alzheimer’s

• Diabetes

• Depression

WHAT IS CBD? CBD is short for Cannabidiol. It is 1 of 113 Cannabinoids found in Cannabis. CBD has no intoxicating effects and stud-
ies have shown it to be benefi cial for many health issues. CBD interacts with receptors in your brain that keep the body balanced and 
running normally. The FDA has finally approved the 1st CBD drug. CBD Hemp oil is probably the Miracle Drug of the Century. Go on-line and search
“CBD Benefits” if you’re serious about feeling better. Watch the videos! CBD is all organic. 

JUUL
Starter Kit

Reg. $49.99

SALE
$3499

JUUL
Basis Kit
Reg.39.99

SALE
$2499

Kilo Fruit Series
E-Juice 100 ml

Dewberry Fruit

Reg. 25.00

SALE $1499

Kilo Candy Series

E-Juice 100 ml

Green Apple O’s

Reg. 25.00

SALE $1499

CBD Tincture Oil
Denver-1,200mg
30 mi bottle 60 Dose

at 20 mg per dose
Cinnamon or Pepperment

Reg. $119.99

SALE $7999

CBD
Gummy Bears
600mg - 30 count

20 mg each

American
Shaman

300mg
water soluble

3  Flavors

Reg. $59.99 
SALE $3999

CBD
Pet Treats

Cats & Dogs
30 count

10 mg per treat
Reg. $24.99 

SALE $1499

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Expires 8/31/18
Cannot be combined with any other offers

I don’t want to help you ONE time. I want to help you for the rest of your life. When is the last time you remember truly feeling “good”? *Not valid with other offers.

Reg. $59.99 

SALE $2999
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Discounts cannot be combined with any other offer.

Everyday Prices After Discounts. A Few Samples Include: Oils • Tinctures • Creams • Lotions • Capsules • Gel Caps • Salves • Roll-Ons
• Gummies • Lollipops • Coffee • CBD Vapes • etc. • Professional surroundings with a knowledgeable staff.  All U.S. made.

Clearwater Store Only
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Windows • Doors
Hurricane Shutters

• 35 Years of Trustworthy Reputation
• Thousands of Local References

Visit Our Showroom
2501 Anvil Street North, St. Petersburg

www.stormfi tter.com

STORMFITTERS 
CORPORATION

727.544.0575

Hurricane Security Windows/Doors

Call for your FREE 
Home Inspection & Estimate

Surround Yourself with Peace of Mind! Prepare NOW!
And Save $$ up to 40% Off on your Energy Bill

CGC1516020

Entire House of
W I N D O W S

$4,989
Compare at $6,500

LIMITED TIME OFFER*

Entire House of
Hurricane Shutters

$3,499
Compare at $4,200

LIMITED TIME OFFER*

Entire House of
Impact Windows

$9,550
Compare at $12,000

LIMITED TIME OFFER*

*Up to 10 units. Up to 88 U.I. each.
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Alterations
Leather • Suede
Drapes • Shoes

Comforters
Wash / Dry / Fold

SAME-DAY SERVICE ...
Including Saturday!

suncountrycleaners.com

(727) 535-9930
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We Are GREEN • We Are Environmentally Friendly • Simply Stated ... We Are “PERC” FREE!

$$220000 OFF OFF
Orders Over $1000

Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon #402.Expires 9/6/18 Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon #413. Expires 9/6/18

FREE
Pick-Up &
Delivery!

PLAY BALL!

cleaner

5 9

BAL
Leather • Sue
Drapes • Shoe

Comforters
Wash / Dry / Fo

com

30

FREE
Pick-Up
Delive

WHEN YOU CARE AS MUCH AS WE DO

20% OFF20% OFF
All Florida Team All Florida Team 

JerseysJerseys
With $10 Dry Cleaning Order.

Are “PERC” FREE!

20% OFF20% OFF
Orders Over $2500

Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon #405. Expires 9/6/18

G0 Rays

Our Flooring is in Stock and Ready For You!
WAREHOUSE SAVINGS ON CARPET • WOOD • TILE • VINYL • CERAMIC • LAMINATE • WPC

10025 ULMERTON ROAD, LARGO • 727.582.9400
Between Starkey & Seminole - Across from Largo Mall • Mon. - Fri. 9am-6pm • Sat. 9am-5pm • www.thefl oorstorelargo.com

Free Padding
With Purchase of Remnant Carpet

(20 yards or less) Exp. 9/6/18

Since 2003

DESIGNER
SERVICES
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WATERPROOF FLOORINGWATERPROOF FLOORING
Wide Plank Waterproof Flooring in StockWide Plank Waterproof Flooring in Stock

ISSUES WITH YOUR LEATHER OR VINYL?
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We Can FIX THAT®

We repair, restore, clean, dye, and/or recondition LEATHER, VINYL and FABRICS.
Tears, burns, holes, scratches, stains, color fading - you name it, we can fi x it.

Call Today For A FREE ESTIMATE

727-251-3015

Visit our website www.WeCanFixThat.com/Clearwater for videos and images of our work.

Home & Offi ce
Furniture,

Cars, Boats,
RV’s, Airplanes

 & More

RV FLOORING MOTORCYCLE SEAT3252 Tyrone Blvd., St. Petersburg

727.954.8899

Tampa Bay’s Largest Selection of Unique Ceramic Pottery

www.OutdoorAccentsofFlorida.com 
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Buy One - Get One
1/2 OFF - Clearance Pottery

Exp. 9-15-18

• Tiki Huts • Fountains • Benches

• Outdoor Flags • Stepping Stones

Special Section of the • Beacon • Leader • Bee

Online
24/7

• Classifi eds

• Weather

• Community News

• Local Politics

• Construction

• Events,

• Sports

www.TBNweekly.com

& 
More!

Today’s Paper Delivered FREE

To You Courtesy of the

Advertisers in

Today’s Paper

Let Them Know You

Appreciate it
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We Have Expanded To Serve You Better.
Now Almost Two Acres Of Quality Plants and Palms!

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm, Sat. 8am-4pm,
Sun. 11am-3pm

www.PalmTreesDirectInc.com

727-343-0607727-343-0607
8440 Bay Pines Blvd., St. Petersburg

Pinellas County’s Largest Palm Inventory!
Premium Palms & PlantsPremium Palms & Plants
• Quality Palms Imported From Miami

•  Fast Professional Delivery and Installation

• Fully Stocked Plant Nursery

10 Days 10 Days Only! Only! Direct Wholesale PricingDirect Wholesale Pricing

  $125 Mix & Match  $125 Mix & Match

FOXTAIL PALMS
10-12’ Overall

Lush Green Heads

ADONIDIA PALMS
• Single • Double •Triple
Dark Green & Healthy

ARECAS
8’ Overall

Full Sun Grown

PYGMY DATE PALMS
• Single • Double •Triple

Full & Thick

Offer Exp. 8/19/18 
25/30 Gallon

Installation $30 ea.
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• Commercial • Residential
• Sales • Service • Rentals

A COMPLETE LINE OF WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT
Water Conditioners & Water Filters • Drinking Water Systems

Salt Delivery • We Service ALL BRANDS 

“WE MAKE WATER GOOD FOR LIFE”

New customers only. With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers. Exp.9/15/18 TBN

New customers only. With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers. Exp.9/15/18 TBN

With coupon. Not valid with any other offers. Exp. 9/15/18 TBN

This is not a service call.
This is an equipment check, 

 includes  2–60# bags of Solar Salt.

Regularly priced at $1,500 or more.

10 Pt. Water Softener Check
and 120 lbs. of Salt

Residential Service Call

FREE INSTALLATION

With coupon. Not valid with any other offers. Exp. 9/15/18 TBN

$2995
$50OFF

$250OFF Complete Whole House Water
Conditioning System

Call 727-526-1151 Today!

Reverse Osmosis or Water Softener Lease or Purchase
Save up to $160

With qualifi ed Residential Equipment Lease

www.SaylerWater.com
3851 62nd Ave. N., Pinellas Park

Now only $40

FREE
ESTIMATES

on any system rental or purchase.
Not valid on repairs

08
09

18

Includes 30 
minutes labor

Special Section of the • Beacon • Leader • Bee

1
2
1
4
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Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm
Check Our Site for Specials • www.FloridaDentalCenters.com

Insurance and Financing Available

Check-Up Special

Regular Fee $253
Offer Expires 8/31/18

30-minute recall cleaning. The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, 
cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment of any other service, examination or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the 
advertisement for free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. Doctors: Keith Hutchinson #DN14592 & Associates.

• Clearwater 2194 Drew St. 727-462-5555

• Pinellas Park 7000 66th St. N. 727-546-4665

• Largo 7491 Ulmerton Rd. 727-507-9090

• St. Petersburg 7530 4th St. N. 727-525-8770

• Bradenton 5215 Manatee Ave. W 941-792-7887 

$59
Includes: Cleaning, 

Full Mouth X-Rays and Exam
D0150, D1110, D0220, D0230, D0272 & D0330

Restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with
 insurance, other offers, or discounts.

New Patients and 
Emergency 

Walk-Ins 
Welcome!

Home Sellers
• Full Service Realtors
• Pay just 4% or less to
 sell your home
• Save Thousands when
 you sell

Kevin Cahill & Lisa Cahill, CPA REALean Evolve Real Estate

727-755-1995 • www.REALean.com
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If you’re paying more than 4% to sell 
your home, you’re paying way too much!

A Uniquely Better Real Estate Company

•
•
 
•
 

K i C hill & Li

yy

AA
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with any tire purchase
Bob’s Discount Tire & Auto

Cannot be combined with any other coupons.
Expires 9/6/18 BLB

Mechanic
 On Duty

          FREE 
ESTIMATES

 & UP
Bob’s Discount Tire & Auto

Cannot be combined with any other coupons.
Expires 9/6/18 BLB

$54

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm • Saturday 8am-3pm • Closed Sunday • MV#49820

080918

Special Section of the • Beacon • Leader • Bee
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Let freedom ring.
In a letter to George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson wrote:

“No government ought to be
without censors & where the
press is free, no one ever will.”

Your free community paper works
hard each issue to provide you with
great value. That value comes to
you, our readers, at no cost. To some, freedom of the press
means freedom from interference from others. We believe
freedom of the press means that connection to our community
should not cost the reader. That’s why we’re free.
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