
By CHRIS GEORGE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – Forward Pinellas Executive Director Whit Blanton told 
Largo commissioners Jan. 9 during a work session that bolder 
Complete Streets projects typically pay off with bigger economic 
rewards.

So, when it comes to a West Bay Drive pilot project, Mayor 
Woody Brown said he wants the county planning agency to take 
its foot off the brake and explore every option, even if it means 
upsetting some people on their fi rst project.

The boldest plan discussed thus far – 
eliminating two lanes of the four-lane road 
– would most certainly do that.

“Personally, I don’t think that east of 
Indian Rocks Road could handle the 
traffi c with one lane,” Brown told the 
Leader on Jan. 12. “But I also don’t 
want Forward Pinellas or us to just 
say, ‘OK this is the safe thing to do, 
this isn’t going to garner any public 
opposition,’ because a fi ve-lane, 70-
foot swath of asphalt is the product 
of that in the past. I certainly think 
we should take every opportunity to 
improve it, and we should look at 
everything and not just discount 
it.”

Two proposals 
and a wild card

Blanton presented two 
concepts for the pilot project 
that includes safety and 
accessibility improvements 
to a nearly 2-mile stretch of 

West Bay Drive from Clearwater-Largo Road to 
the Belleair Causeway Bridge. Work on the project 
would be done in conjunction with Pinellas 
County’s planned resurfacing of the roadway 
later this year.

Each of the two projects would narrow the 
road’s four 12-foot lanes to two 10-foot inner 
lanes and two 11-foot outer lanes. 

The first proposal includes two 5-foot 
bicycle lanes, two 10-foot sidewalks and 

See WEST BAY, page 2A 

Breaking 
down the 
project

OBJECTIVES 
• Update a dated corridor to 
enhance potential for economic 
development
• Connect the Pinellas Trail to 
nearby beaches with enhanced bi-
cycle and pedestrian facilities 
• Increase safety and lower speeds
• Improve crossings, including 
landscaped medians

CHALLENGES 
Danger: The speeds commonly ex-
ceed the posted speed limit of 35 mph 
(east of Indian Rocks Road) and the 30 
mph (west of Indian Rocks Road) speed 
limit. 
“Speaking from a former patrol offi cer’s 
perspective running radar on that stretch 
of roadway,” said Commissioner John 
Carroll, “it made you feel like a Highway 
Patrol offi cer, because nobody does 30 or 
35 down that road.”
Between 2011 and 2015, there were a total 
of 396 crashes, including 78 injury crashes 
and one fatal crash. 
Driveways to businesses also impact the 
safety of pedestrians and cyclists using the 
sidewalks. 
In fact, Blanton said cyclists are more likely to 
get hit by a vehicle riding on the sidewalk than 
a bike lane, because motorists aren’t looking for 
them.

Median Refuge: There are few areas where pe-
destrians are able to safely cross the intersections 
in multiple phases. In particular, the crossings at 
Indian Rocks Road need improvement.

Traffi c: The average amount of daily two-way traf-
fi c ranges from 17,000 vehicles near the Belleair 
Bridge to 21,500 near 20th Street, according to For-
ward Pinellas. The area, however, has a capacity of 
30,618, according to FDOT. Since it provides access 
to the beaches and is parallel to SR 60, the corridor 
experiences higher volumes on weekends and holidays 
periods.

READ MORE ABOUT THE CONCEPTS ON PAGE 2A
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By SUZETTE PORTER

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – The Pinellas County School 
District recently received some welcome 
news about its graduation rates. 

According to a Jan. 10 report from the 
Florida Department of Education, the 
district’s 2016-2017 graduation rate went 
up 2.8 percentage points over the previous 
year and 11 percentage points since 2012-
2013.

In addition, the county’s graduation 
rate of 82.9 percent surpassed the state 
graduation rate of 82.3 percent.

“Our graduation rate increase is an 
accomplishment for all of our schools,” 
said Superintendent Michael A. Grego 
in a press release. “From our Pre-K 
classrooms onward, every teacher, staff 
member and school leader plays a role in 
helping students find their pathway. We 
will build on this success and strive to grow 
greatness in all of our students.”

The state’s report revealed even more 
news that is celebration-worthy. Florida’s 
high school graduation rate has reached 
a 14-year high. As of the 2016-17 school 
year, the statewide graduation rate has 
increased 23.1 percentage points since 
2003-04 and 1.6 percentage points over 
last year.

“I am thrilled to celebrate our state’s 
students and educators on this mon-
umenta l  accompl i shment , ”  sa id 

By CHRIS GEORGE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

LARGO – Events like Halloween 
Spooktacular, the Fourth of July 
celebration and Holiday Stroll bring 
thousands of children to Largo and have 
made Central Park a staple of family-
friendly activity in the Tampa Bay area. 

With a series of free arts and music 
events, the city of Largo wants adults to 
know it hasn’t forgotten about them.

Beginning Jan. 19, Central Park will 
feature live music and local food vendors 
on the third Friday of each month.

“Basically, we are trying to get more of 
our adult crowd to come to events in our 
park,” said Christina DeVoe, special events 
coordinator with the city. “A lot of the 
things we do are for families and families 
are still welcome, but we’ll have beer and 
wine for sale. We’ll also have a couple of 
food trucks there.”

By LOGAN MOSBY

Tampa Bay Newspapers

Courage comes in all shapes and sizes. It 
can be big and tall, but often, you’ll fi nd its 
package to be quite small. It can be found on 
the playground or the operating room or sitting 
in the cubicle next to you at work. Courage can 
be loud and proud, but more times than not it 
is like a quiet secret, simmering just below the 
surface. 

Lexi Banks, a small, fi erce package of quiet 
courage, has learned the secret to life’s challenges 
is to face them head on, with grit and grace and 
steely determination. 

And with a mom by your side who’ll stop at 
nothing to see you succeed.

■ ■ ■

In the summer of 2000, Kim 
Cashman was nearing the end of a 
diffi cult pregnancy with her second 
child. She knew something wasn’t 
right, but neither she nor her doctors 
knew what was to come.

“It felt like something was off,” 
Cashman said. “I kept getting very big, 
which was weird. My stomach was just 
huge. They weren’t sure what was going 
on. They didn’t see anything funky going 
on but they did notice that her amniotic 
fl uid was increasing.”

How to help
Lexi will undergo her latest 
surgery on Jan. 22 at All Chil-
dren’s Hospital in St. Petersburg. 

To learn how you can help, 
visit www.gofundme.com/

lexi-our-hero.

Kim Cashman and 
her daughter, 
Lexi Banks, sit 
outside Tampa 
Bay Newspapers, 
where Cashman 
works as an 
advertising 
representative.

Photo by 
LOGAN MOSBY

Grad rates 
on the rise 
in Pinellas

Events aims to 
give adults new 
reason to visit 
Central Park

Largo High School among 
13 in district with hikes

Mayor urges Forward Pinellas 
to explore every option — even 
if some of them are unpopular

Teen with rare condition to undergo life-changing surgery

See LEXI, page 4A 

Which road to take?
WEST BAY DRIVE PROJECT

“I certainly 
think we 
should 
take every 
opportunity 
to improve 
it, and we 
should look 
at everything 
and not just 
discount it.”

– Largo Mayor 
Woody Brown

See SCHOOLS, page 10A 

See PARK, page 3A 

IRB preparing for 
a pirate invasion

For years, residents of Tampa Bay 
have watched pirates invade the port of 
Tampa and witnessed the mayor of the 
city surrender and hand the keys over 
to the marauders. Now they are about 
to invade Indian Rocks Beach. Starting 
Saturday, Jan. 27, the day of Tampa’s 
festival, the IRB invasion begins in ear-
nest, with the fl otilla sailing down the 
Intracoastal Waterway to invade the city.

… Page 13A.

LARGO

LPD event aims to 
empower seniors

The Largo Police Department Senior 
Services division is teaming up again 
with Aging in America Advocacy con-
ferences to offer the third annual Se-
nior Empowerment Day on Tuesday, 
Jan. 23, at St. Paul United Methodist 
Church, 1199 S. Highland Ave. The free 
event includes speakers on senior is-
sues, including fraud prevention, abuse 
and successful aging, vendor tables, 
door prizes and a complimentary lunch. 

… Page 4A.

Winterfest to help 
Largo High PTSA

The Largo High PTSA and Simply 
Events, Inc., are teaming up to bring 
Winterfest to Largo High School, 410 
Missouri Ave., on Saturday, Jan. 20. 
Winterfest is the largest Largo High 
PTSA fundraiser held on campus and 
it will be open to the public as well as 
students. 

… Page 4A.

SCHOOLS

SHS launches 
sports program

This school year, Seminole High 
School launched a new program for stu-
dents interested in pursuing a career 
in the world of sports – the Seminole 
Sports Career Institute. SSCI stands 
out from other high school sports acad-
emies, said Charles Miller, the school’s 
head football coach and government/
global studies teacher who founded the 
program.

… Page 10A.

VIEWPOINTS

Bob Driver
What if Oprah 

runs for president?
… Page 11A.

          Steve Martin and Martin Short are on the 
           road, sharing their latest collaboration. 
    Read more about the show and other 
             events on tap this weekend. … Page 1B.

  Two funny amigos to 
    take stage at Mahaffey

Defect no match for determination
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12000 INDIAN ROCKS ROAD, LARGO
727-595-9999

Now Offering Permanent Make-Up
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Reg. 250
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20% OFF
All Services

for New Clients.

Manicure w/Shellac
& Basic Pedicure

$42
FULL SET

$5 OFF

12046 Indian Rocks Road, Largo
Corner of Walsingham & Indian Rocks Next to Bealls Outlet

727-595-1222

www.VONailsandSpa.com

SWEET PEDICURE
$3 OFF

Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 2/15/18 Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 2/15/18 Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 2/15/18 Not avail. with other offers. Exp. 2/15/18

$22 PET GROOMING SPECIAL
Academy of Animal Arts • Any Dog Breed!

Includes Wash / Dry / Nails / Ears and a Trim!

ECIALECIAALL

New ClientSPECIAL!

010418T

Visit our State-Of-The-Art Facility at

1258 West Bay Dr. Suite E, Largo
academyofanimalarts.com(727) 596-CLIP (2547)
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minimal landscaped medians 
in areas that would include 
additional crossings. The second, 
which the commission preferred, 
features a 12-foot multimodal 
path set off from the road by a 10-
foot landscape buffer, enhanced 
lighting, landscaped areas at the 
median and additional pedestrian 
crossings.

While discussing the economic 
benefi ts of such projects, Blanton 
cited Edgewater Drive in Orlando, 
which went from four lanes to two 
with a center turn lane. He said 
the road saw an infl ux of 77 new 
businesses and a huge increase in 
property values.

Brown asked Blanton to explore 
the concept, so Blanton said he 
would check with the county to see 
if it was even feasible and report 
back to the commission. 

“We’ve long thought that (West 
Bay Drive) is a great candidate for 
lane reduction from four down to 
two – at least west of 20th Street 
going toward Indian Rocks Road 
– and I think would really create a 
sense of arrival and a presence for 
a walkable district,” Blanton said in 
an interview with the Leader. 

After previous discussion with 
Belleair Bluffs officials, though, 
Blanton said he’s not sure if it 
would get very far. 

“I’m glad they were having 
that thought process,” he said. 
“I just know the furor and upset 
that we heard from people in 

Belleair Bluffs – whether it’s city 
commissioners or residents – over 
a plan to take 1 foot away to add 
to a bike lane. It kind of makes 
me believe that a lane reduction is 
going to be a nonstarter from their 
perspective.”

Blanton will meet again with 
Belleair Bluffs officials at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 22.

Finding funding

While Concept 2 is more likely, it 
also is about $2 million more than 
the county has budgeted because it 
entails moving the curb in order to 
make room for a multimodal path. 

For the right project, however, 
Brown said the city would probably 
be willing to help pay the bill.

“We are not going to make a 
fi nancial commitment just to make 
traffi c drive through our town faster,” 
Brown said. “But we will make that 
fi nancial commitment to make it a 
better road for the people that live 
here and the businesses along the 
corridor and make a huge economic 
impact. That makes sense.”

He said the city could use 
transportation impact fees or 
funds from its West Bay Drive 

Community Redevelopment to help 
bridge any gap in fi nancing. 

He doesn’t think Concept 1 is the 
right project, though. 

“I think that if we left the cross-
section the way it is … and then 
just repaved it, slapped some bike 
lanes on the side and called it a 
day, it would be a waste of money, 
and they might as well just repave 
it,” he said. “It’s not going to help 
the neighborhood, it’s not going 
to help the businesses along that 
corridor. Out of the options, I’m 
in favor of increasing the trail or 
sidewalk along the side of the road 
and looking for opportunities to 
enhance that.”

Blanton said FDOT grants for 
making the road safer are also an 
option, and that it’s possible the 
county could pay for the project 
upfront and Largo could reimburse 
it later.

He said the lane reduction could 
actually be the cheapest of all 
the projects, because they could 
repurpose and restripe the lanes 
within the existing curb.

“It’s defi nitely a low-cost option,” 
he said. “What we have to do is 
make sure the traffi c will work and 
that we’re not building in a safety 
problem or a massive congestion 
problem.”

According to FDOT estimates, 
the road has a daily traffi c volume 
of about 17,000 motorists near the 
Belleair Bridge to 21,500 near 20th 
Street. After traffi c engineers take a 
look at it, Brown said they should 
know quickly whether it’s feasible. 

“If it’s a real boon for the 
economy and makes those 
businesses thrive even more and 
makes the neighborhood more 
connected to those businesses and 
it does everything that we want a 
Complete Streets to do, then I think 
we should consider it,” he said. “If 
there’s too much volume to support 
one lane each way or a three-lane 
road, then we should learn that 
pretty quickly.”

Renderings courtesy of Forward Pinellas
Cost: About $3 million
Concept 1 would reduce lane widths to 10 feet on the inner lanes and 11 feet on the outer 
lanes, expand the sidewalks to 10 feet, add 5-foot bicycle lanes and include minimal land-
scaped medians in areas that would include additional crossings.

WHAT WEST BAY DRIVE LOOKS LIKE NOW
From Indian Rocks Road to Clearwater-Largo Road, West Bay Drive includes four 12-foot lanes, 
a 12-foot two-way left-turn lane and separated 8-foot sidewalks without bicycle accommoda-
tions. It spans 60 feet from curb to curb. The portion further west of Indian Rocks Road to the 
Belleair Causeway narrows and consists of two drive lanes and bicycle lanes.

Cost: About $5 million, which is about $2 million over the county’s budget.
Concept 2, which was favored by the Largo commission, would also reduce lane widths to 10 
feet on the inner lanes and 11 feet on the outer lanes. It includes the movement of curbs in 
order to add a 12-foot multimodal path (likely on the southside) and a much larger landscaped 
separation between the roadway and the path. Enhanced lighting, landscaped areas at the medi-
an and additional pedestrian crossings also would be included.

OTHER POSSIBILITY
Cost: About $3 million
In early discussions, Forward Pinellas considered reducing the number of lanes from four down 
to two, possibly west of 20th Street going toward Indian Rocks Road. Business owners and 
elected offi cials, however, did not like the idea so it wasn’t pursued. Largo commissioners, how-
ever, still wish to discuss such a design.

Breaking down the project

Proposed Concept 1

Proposed Concept 2

  Visit TBNweekly.com to read more 

of Forward Pinellas executive director 

Whit Blanton’s thoughts about traffi c and safety in 

Pinellas County.
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LAWN REPLACEMENTLAWN REPLACEMENT
CALL MALONEY’SCALL MALONEY’S

SODSOD
No job too big or too small  !!

www.maloneysod.com
serving Pinellas County for 40 years
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SENIORSENIOR
Empowerment DayEmpowerment Day

9:00am - 3:00pm9:00am - 3:00pm
(9-10am Coffee Hour)

St. Paul United Methodist ChurchSt. Paul United Methodist Church
1199 S. Highland Ave. Largo, FL 33770

FREE - REGISTRATION REQUIRED
800-530-7047 • www.eventbrite.com

Tuesday, January 23, 2018Tuesday, January 23, 2018

Presented by
Senior Services 
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Largo Police
Department

01
18

18
01

18
18

R
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andyen Co.

14100 Walsingham Road, Largo

727.596.1763
RandyRobertsSalon.com

Kick Off A
Color-Full New Year

010418

1300 South Belcher Road,
Clearwater

727-786-8191
www.affordablelock.com

888-999-LOCK (5625)

LOCK & SECURITY SOLUTIONS

Locksmith Services • Access Control • Security Cameras
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Safes • Alarms • Car Remotes • Dealer Keys • Security Cameras

We Beat Dealer Prices on
 Most Remotes & Keys!
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With coupon expires 01/31/18
10% OFF
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Pet Boutique of Largo

13910 Walsingham Road, Largo • 727-595-9700

01
12

17

FREE Bag of LEAN TREATS
with $20 or more Purchase

Must present original coupon

PET FOOD DELIVERY AVAILABLE

MONDAY
SAVE 5% ON ALL

SCIENCE/HILLS DIETS
We carry: Natural Balance, Solid 

Gold, Blue Buffalo, California 
Natural, Wellness, Honest Kitchen, 

Science Diet and much more

Can’t fi nd your 
favorite food?
Call us - We 

work with many 
distributors

Large selection and best pricing on Bully Sticks
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401 Second Street, Indian Rocks Beach
Just off Gulf Blvd. (in the Holiday Inn Harbourside)                             

Reservations Accepted

727-595-8356 01
04

18

Valid any Tuesday during your birthday month. Offer good 11am-10pm. Must present proof of birthday prior to ordering. Not 
valid with any other offers or discounts. Discounts not valid on lobster or fi let. Multi person birthday celebrations welcome.

FREE Meal Any
Tuesday During Your 

Birthday Month
Why limit your birthday to one day?

 Come and celebrate with us all month!

FRIDAY All-You-Can-Eat 
Grouper Fish Fry

Receive one FREE Meal with the
purchase of another, any Tuesday

during your birthday month.

$14.95
Dine Inside or 
On The Deck

A Lifetime of Healthy
Smiles Begins at

Childhood
Featuring Fotona LIGHTWALKERTM

REDUCED PAIN LASER DENTISTRY

• Most Procedures Performed Without Numbing

• Minimally Invasive

• Reduced Swelling and Need For Medication

• Relaxed, Smooth, and Precise

• Nitrous Oxide (*Laughing Gas”) available

Children’s Medicaid Accepted

Adults and Children Welcome!

Featuring Fotona Lasers

Ultra Performance Lasers®

Dr. Terry L. Hamblen
727-518-6000

2320 West Bay Drive, Largo 01
18

18
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M. MANSOUR, M.D. P.A.

(Voted “Most Caring Physician”)

BayCare Outpatient Center

Board Certifi ed in Family Practice
Preventative Medicine • Diabetes Care 

 Well Woman Programs

8787 Bryan Dairy Road • Suite 330, Largo
Accepting Most Insurance Plans: Blue Select, FL Blue Medicare Preferred/HMO, Humana, HUMX/HMOX

727-391-8009
Open Thursdays 

until 7pm

Accepting

New Patients
• Same Day Appointments • 

• Flu Shots •
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Photo courtesy of BRUCE BLAZEJ

Largo Police Department chaplains Phillip Gray, left, and Robert Cohee, right, fl ank Police 
Chief Jeff Undestad while displaying a Certifi cate of Appreciation given to them by the Kiwanis 
Club of Largo/Mid-Pinellas during a recent meeting of the club. The Kiwanis Club uses the 
fi rst meeting of each January to honor the LPD’s volunteer chaplains, who were also given a 
$50 gift card to help defray their expenses. Gray has served in Largo for the past six years and 
Cohee, a former Clearwater police offi cer, just started as a volunteer chaplain. They not only 
minister to the offi cers of LPD, but also victims of crimes the offi cers handle. The club, which 
performs many activities each year to benefi t children and others in the Largo area, is looking 
for new members to help expand its service to the area. It meets for dinner at 6:30 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Thursday of each month at Suncoast Café, 1921 W. Bay Drive in Largo. For 
more information, call 727-536-0412.

Kiwanis Club honors LPD chaplains Each month will feature a 
different, local headliner from 7 to 10 
p.m. Singer-songwriter Este Loves 
will take the stage Jan. 19 to kick off 
the Thirsty Third Friday series.

“She is a local artist and she 
always travels with a very different 
band,” DeVoe said. “She has what’s 
called the church choir that comes 
and sings with her. It’s about 15 to 
20 backup singers and it’s really 
cool. They do a lot of funky music.”

Retribution, which offers a 
variety of rock, classic metal, pop 
rock and soul music, will perform 
Feb. 16. On March 16, high-
energy rock band Come Back Alice 
performs and Lynyrd Skynyrd 
tribute band Nuthin’ Fancy will 
close out the series April 20.

Showcasing local art

DeVoe said she hopes a new 
interactive and visual arts event in 
Largo Central Park at the end of 
March also appeals to adults. 

Art in the Park, which will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 
31, will feature the work of local 
photographers, per formance 
art ists ,  painters ,  craf ters , 

musicians and more.
“We do a lot of family events, but 

the community was saying they 
wanted more music and more art 
events,” DeVoe said. “So, Art in 
the Park is us trying to give the 
community more of what it wants.”

The event, hosted in partnership 
with Beach Art Center, Creative 
Pinellas, Excalibur Consultants 
and Largo High School, also will 

include live music, food vendors 
and more. 

DeVoe said the city is currently 
seeking artists for the event and 
encourages them to register at 
LargoEvents.com before Feb. 16.

The cost for an artist to show off 
their work is $30 for residents and 
$45 for nonresidents. 

For more information, contact 
DeVoe at cdevoe@largo.com.

Photo courtesy of CITY OF LARGO

Each month, Thirsty Third Fridays at Largo Central Park will feature 
a different, local headliner from 7 to 10 p.m. Singer-songwriter Este 
Loves will take the stage Jan. 19 to kick off the series. Retribution 
will perform Feb. 16, high-energy rock band Come Back Alice 
performs March 16 and Lynyrd Skynyrd tribute band Nuthin’ Fancy 
will close out the series April 20.
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Service CenterFamily Owned

2017 Reader’s Choice Award 
BEST Service Center 10 Years #1

Most Extended Warranties Accepted KBB Certifi ed

Financing
Available!

1st
PlaceWinner

Reg# MV-66432

393-2216
011118

8350 Seminole Blvd.

$3998

Pre Purchase Car 
Inspection!

Peace of mind inspection.
Written report provided. By appointment.

Expires 1/30/18

• Lube, Oil, Filter Service (up to 5 qts, 10w30 Oil)
• Tire Rotation • Brake Inspection
•Air Filter Replacement (some fi lters extra)
• Replace Wipers (some models extra)

Call For Appointment

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30 • Closed Saturday & Sunday

$5995

• Check Suspension for Worn Parts
• Check & Adjust Tire Pressure  • Check for Tire Wear

• Reset Toe Angles to factory specs
Most cars and trucks Exp.1/30/18

Reg. 
$85

 4 Wheel Alignment

Coupon Expires 1/30/18. Good only at Hummel Tire & Auto. Plus tax & disposal fees. 
Most cars & light trucks. Offer not valid with any other discounts or promotions.

$5995

B U S I N E S S  S O L D
Everything Must Go!

Rugs • Lamps • Chandeliers
Furniture • Paintings • Art Glass & Much More

Antiques & Rug Center
709 S. Missouri Ave. (just S. of Court St.) • Clearwater

727-466-6565011818

Northern Lights on Your Bucket List?Northern Lights on Your Bucket List?

Reservations Required

Please call  727-392-3932
Lake Seminole Square Auditorium
8333 Seminole Blvd., Seminole

011818

(Discover the Adventure that comes with a guarantee)*

FREE Champagne Breakfast

Friday, January 26th ~ 10:30-11:30am
Learn about experiencing the beauty of

Aurora Borealis on a 12-Day cruise along the 
coast of Norway or Antarctica.

Presented by Cutting Edge Travel and Hurtigruten Cruise Line.
*Free 7 Day cruise if you don’t see the Northern Lights.

011818
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Around Largo
Largo Winterfest to benefi t Largo High PTSA

LARGO – The Largo High PTSA and Simply Events, Inc., are teaming 
up to bring Winterfest to Largo High School, 410 Missouri Ave., on 
Saturday, Jan. 20, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Largo Winterfest is the largest Largo High PTSA fundraiser held 
on campus and it will be open to the public as well as students. 
Community residents are encouraged to attend, and all proceeds will 
support the Largo High PTSA directly. 

Main Winterfest features include K-12 Battle of the Bands and Chili 
Cook-Off sponsored by Pinellas Technical College; silent student art 
auction; carnival games; food trucks; photo booths; free kids games 
and activities; arts and crafts; Largo Business Expo and local Artisan 
Craft Fair; kids area including face painting and much more. Other 
school programs will also be raising funds for the 2018 School Year 
offering fun activities.

Event entry is free. Cost is $5 to park on the school grounds. All 
event activities and parking fees will directly benefi t the Largo High 
PTSA.

LPD to host Senior Empowerment Day 
LARGO – The Largo Police Department Senior Services division 

is teaming up again with Aging in America Advocacy conferences to 
offer the third annual Senior Empowerment Day on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at St. Paul United Methodist Church, 1199 S. 
Highland Ave.

The free event includes speakers on senior issues, including fraud 
prevention, abuse and successful aging, vendor tables, door prizes and 
a complimentary lunch. 

CarFit also will be on site offering free car safety evaluations. 
Learn more about the CarFit program at www.car-fit.org. Free 
registration is required and can be made at www.eventbrite.com, www.
aginginamerica.net or by phone at 1-800-530-7047.

Karyn Rizzo, author of “Aging in America: Navigating our Healthcare 
System,” said the goal of the event is to empower seniors by educating 
them about what scams are out there and what tools and resources are 
available to them.

Largo Police Senior Services Offi cer Joel Quattlebaum also will be 
discussing the current scams targeting vulnerable older adults, and 
the Pinellas County Consumer Protection department will be on site 
to address potential fraud as well as the protections available. A panel 
discussion will outline best practices for aging.

St. Paul United Methodist Church will feature its Joy and 
Handicapable Ministries, highlighting the spiritual opportunities 
available. 

For more information, please contact Largo Police Senior Services 
Offi cer Joel Quattlebaum at 727-586-7351.

Clinic offers free help for narcotics users
Dr. George Kamajian, founder of the Largo Clinic and Medical Spa, is 

offering a free visit to his offi ce for any patient seeking help for narcotics 
use Sunday, Jan. 28. 

Along with the free visit, the clinic will provide suboxone for free. 
Suboxone is drug approved by the federal government to help people 
discontinue the use of narcotics. Kamajian is founder of the Largo 
Clinic, which is at 10500 Ulmerton Road, Suite 360. 

For more information, visit largoclinic.com or call 727-517-1500.

St. Jerome Church to host health fair
LARGO – A health fair will take place Friday, Feb. 2, 9 a.m. to 1:30 

p.m., at St. Jerome Catholic Church, 10895 Hamlin Blvd.
The free event will feature health care services and education. 

Attendees will have an opportunity to meet neighborhood doctors 
and health care professionals. Health screenings will be provided by 
Morton Plant Faith Community Nursing. Oak Manor will offer a healthy 
cooking demonstration. There also will be flu vaccines and stress 
management information. Screenings for glucose, blood pressure and 
cholesterol will be available.

For information, email StJeromeHealthFair@gmail.com.

Historical Society to host Cracker Supper
LARGO — The Largo Area Historical Society will hold its annual 

Cracker Supper on Saturday, March 10, at the auditorium of St. Paul 
Methodist Church, 1199 S. Highland Ave. The event begins at 5 p.m. 
and supper will kick off at 6:30 p.m.

This year’s event also will include a silent auction. 
The cost for the dinner is $21 or $12 for children age 12 and 

younger. Deadline for reservations is March 1.
For information about how to reserve a seat, call Joan Huntley at 

727-584-4430, Jean Beistle at 727-535-7342 or Sarah Svabek at 727-
400-6567.

Largo Central Park
Largo Central Park is at 101 Central Park Drive. Within the park are 

the Central Park Performing Arts Center, 105 Central Park Drive; the 
Largo Feed Store, 295 Central Park Drive; and the Largo Public Library, 
120 Central Park Drive. To contact the library, call 727-587-6715.

Friends of the Largo Library set for book sale
LARGO – The Friends of the Largo Library will hold a book sale 

Wednesday through Saturday, Jan. 24-27, at the Largo Public Library. 
The sale will feature several genres of books, CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes 

and LPs. The cost is 50 cents each book or $1 for three books. Credit 
cards are not accepted. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 24, from 3 to 5 p.m., the sale will be for members 
only. The sale is open to the public Thursday and Friday, Jan. 25-26, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday, Jan. 27, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

On Jan. 27, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., attendees can fi ll a brown paper 
grocery bag with books for $1.

Library features exhibit on Florida fi shing
LARGO – “The Lure of Florida Fishing” will be on exhibit at Gallery 

120 in the Largo Public Library through Wednesday, Feb. 28.
On loan from the Museum of Florida History, the exhibit features 

22 paintings by noted southern artist William Aiken Walker (1838-
1921). He traveled throughout the south painting scenes of rural life. 
From 1889-1920, he wintered in Florida and stayed for a season at the 
artists’ studios at Henry Flagler’s Ponce de Leon Hotel in St. Augustine. 
Walker was an avid fi sherman and outdoorsman and painted images of 
many kinds of game fi sh. 

For more information, call 727-587-6715, email libraryinfo@largo.
com or visit www.largopubliclibrary.org.

Library offering genealogy classes 
LARGO – The Largo Public Library hosts several free genealogy 

classes each month.
Class duration is 60 to 90 minutes depending on content and 

questions. 
No registration required. For the complete listing of all classes and 

scheduled times, visit flpgs.org/classes.aspx, email Bob Bryan at 
BBryan84@gmail.com or call 727-595-4521.

SHINE offering assistance at library
LARGO – If you are celebrating your 65th birthday this year, recently 

retired or just want to know more about your health care options under 
Medicare, SHINE may be able to help. 

SHINE, a free program offered by the Florida Department of Elder 
Affairs and the local Area Agency on Aging, schedules free, unbiased 
and confi dential counseling appointments each month at Largo Public 
Library. Please call 727-587-6715 to schedule your appointment.

Highland Recreation Complex
Highland Recreation Complex is at 400 Highland Ave. Visit 

HighlandRecreation.com or call 727-518-3016.

Highland offering ballroom dancing classes 
LARGO – Highland Recreation Complex is now offering ballroom 
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LEXI, from page 1A 

Her doctors told her that if she were to go into labor early, it was 
likely she would lose the baby. Cashman was restricted to bed rest 
in the hospital for the last three months of her pregnancy. She 
underwent daily procedures to drain the excess amniotic fl uid, but 
doctors were still puzzled as to what was causing it.

“They couldn’t fi gure out what was going on,” Cashman recalled. 
“The ultrasounds weren’t what they are today. They couldn’t see. 
They couldn’t fi gure it out.”

After a long and uncomfortable pregnancy, Cashman’s labor was 
diffi cult, a departure from her fi rst, and when the baby, a girl, made 
her way into the world, it was clear right away that something was 
wrong.

“When she was born, she was gray,” Cashman said. “They 
immediately wrapped her so I couldn’t see her. I knew then 
something was wrong. Everyone was just staring.”

As doctors and nurses rushed into the room, frantic, all Cashman 
wanted to do was hold her baby, later christened Lexi. Before she was 
taken to All Children’s Hospital, Cashman was allowed her fi rst look.

“I pulled down the blanket that was around her and I didn’t 
understand,” she said. “She was gray. She didn’t have an ear and 
she had skin tags up her face. And she was only 4 pounds.”

■ ■ ■

Lexi would have the fi rst of more than 20 surgeries that day – an 
emergency tracheotomy that allowed her to breathe. A second to 
insert a feeding tube would soon follow. 

It would take weeks for a diagnosis, and when it fi nally came, 
Cashman knew her baby had a tough road ahead of her.

Goldenhar syndrome is a rare congenital condition characterized 
by abnormal development of the eye, ear and spine. It affects one in 
every 3,000-5,000 births.

Children with Goldenhar syndrome are born with partially 
formed or totally absent ears, benign growths of the eye, and spinal 
deformities such as scoliosis.

In Lexi’s case, she was born with no 
right ear, and a series of skin tags on her 
face. She has no external ear holes and no 
middle ear canal, although her cochlear 
is intact. She has scoliosis and one side 
of her body has more ribs than the other. 
She has no mandible on the right side of 
her face and no chin and her tongue is 
paralyzed on one side. 

And she was, from the very beginning, the 
apple of her mother’s eye.

■ ■ ■

After a three month stay in the ICU, 
Lexi was allowed to go home, on a heart 
monitor and with a 24-hour live-in nurse.

It was right about this time that Cash-
man would be thrown another curveball 
– she was pregnant with twins.

And just a month before Lexi turned 1, 
Dustin and Riley joined the brood, which 
included older brother Cody.

Life settled into a routine, and with the 
help of nursing care, Cashman and her 
now ex-husband were able to get some 
small respite to tend to housework and 
normal everyday things.

That all changed one fateful day right 
before Lexi turned 2.

While the nurse was off duty, Lexi had a muscle spasm while her 
tracheotomy tube was being changed.

“We’d gotten pretty comfortable doing it, even though it was a 
life-threatening thing, but we had to do it,” Cashman said.

But the muscle spasm closed Lexi’s airway and her parents 
weren’t able to immediately resuscitate her. After minutes that felt 
like days, Lexi’s dad was able to resuscitate her, just as paramedics 
arrived. 

“She almost died,” Cashman said. “Because she almost died and 
we proved that we could save her, the insurance pulled our full-time 
nursing. Isn’t that insane? Because we proved to be capable parents, 
that we could save her life successfully, they pulled her nursing.”

While the loss of the nurse was a setback for the family, Cashman 
was undaunted. 

■ ■ ■

A stay-at-home mom since the birth of her eldest, Cashman re-
entered the work force following her divorce. But Lexi was never far 
from her thoughts – or her sight for that matter. Cashman enrolled 
her kids at Cross Bayou Elementary in Pinellas Park, where she took 
a job as a substitute teacher. She would work alongside her children 
for nine years, eventually training in Braille and then serving as a 
teacher of the visually-impaired.

Cashman said she struggled with the school system early on, 
having to fi ght for what she thought was best for Lexi.

“I fought a lot of things,” Cashman said. “She’s not profoundly 
deaf. She’s not totally deaf. She has the ability to talk.

“What the school system wanted her to do was to be with the 
profoundly deaf and sign. I said she can be with the profoundly deaf 
and sign, but she’s also going to talk,” she continued.

Cashman said that Lexi’s own teachers often didn’t realize she 
could talk, despite the fact that she had bone-conducting hearing 
aids.

“As they were teaching her how to sign, I was working on talking,” 
she said.

■ ■ ■

It’s a disconnect that has at times left Lexi fl oundering to fi nd her 
place in the world. 

“That’s where she feels a bit left out,” Cashman said. “She’s not 
in the profoundly deaf world and she doesn’t completely fi t in the 
hearing world, so she’s kinda been stuck in the middle, which has 

made it hard at school.”
An inquiring and often cruel public hasn’t made life any easier for 

Lexi.
“Sometimes people stare at me and whisper to other people and 

laugh,” Lexi said. “I try to ignore them and just walk away, but 
sometimes that’s hard.

“In public, too, going to the mall, going anywhere, people always 
stare,” she continued. “One time, I went to the mall with my mom, 
and a few kids came up to me, took pictures of me and then ran off.”

Having her mom with her during her elementary and middle 
school years helped tremendously.

“It was easy when I was there,” Cashman said. “When I was there, 
we made leaps and bounds in progress. And if there was an issue, 
I’d go take care of that issue.”

“If people bring me down, she tells me to ignore them, be positive. 
Sometimes she will go to my school and confront 
them,” Lexi said proudly, and somewhat 
sheepishly.

Lexi said the bullying has continued into her 
teen years, making her hesitant to reach out and 
meet new people.

“Another time at school, kids would try to beat 
me up in the bathroom stalls, push me around, 
and laugh at me constantly,” Lexi said. “Bullying 
changed me, I don’t like going out in public and 
I always hide behind my mom, and still to this 
day I do.” 

■ ■ ■

Over the years, more surgeries followed. By 
her side throughout most of them has been 
Dr. Ernesto Ruas, a Tampa plastic surgeon 
specializing in cranio-facial reconstruction. 

With more than 20 surgeries under her belt, 
Lexi will soon undergo what she considers her 
biggest. On Jan. 22, she will spend more than 12 
hours in the operating room of Johns Hopkins All 
Children’s Hospital, where she will have the fi rst 
of two surgeries in which bone from her leg will 
be harvested and used to create a mandible. The 
surgeries will better enable Lexi to eat without a 
feeding tube, which was removed last year. 

This surgery was first attempted when 
Lexi was just 6 years old, but was ultimately 

unsuccessful. The bones were too young, Cashman said, and 
disintegrated. 

“We are really hoping this time it will take and it won’t disintegrate 
like it did last time,” Cashman said.

■ ■ ■

You could say in many ways, Lexi is much like any other 17-year-
old. Her favorite class in school is marine science and she hopes 
to one day be an interpreter for deaf children. She loves making 
YouTube videos and hanging out with her friends – chief among 
them is her mom.

“She’s very supportive and positive and always encourages me to 
be a good person in the world,” Lexi said of her mom. 

It’s because of that unwavering support that Lexi took to the 
Internet and shared her story, hoping to ease some of the fi nancial 
burden placed on her mom.

Lexi launched a GoFundMe page last month in an effort to raise 
money to help pay off mounting medical bills.

“It’s very difficult, this being the biggest surgery of her life,” 
Cashman said. “We have medical bills stacked up. It’s an 
unfortunate situation. We are in and out of court fighting over 
medical bills and insurance. It’s been hard – beyond hard.”

Cashman said she is in the process of selling her Seminole home 
to offset some of the bills.

So far, more than $5,500 has been raised, for which both Lexi and 
her mom are grateful.

“The support has been amazing,” Cashman said. “In all aspects – 
between churches and friends. It’s just been amazing.”

■ ■ ■

With her surgery now just days away, Lexi said she hopes her 
story can inspire others like her – those who face struggles most 
people couldn’t even imagine.

“I want to inspire other people to share their stories, so they will 
know they are not alone,” Lexi said. “And, most importantly, to not 
be ashamed of everything they’ve had to overcome.”

To learn more about Lexi’s story, in her own words, visit www.
gofundme.com/lexi-our-hero.  

Logan Mosby is editor of the Clearwater Beacon. She can 
be reached at 727-397-5563, ext. 304, or by email at lmosby@
TBNweekly.com.

Submitted PHOTOS

Lexi Banks, now 17, was born with a rare congenital condition, 
Goldenhar syndrome, which affected the growth and 
development of her face and spine. Lexi has undergone more 
than 20 surgeries and will face her biggest yet on Jan. 22 when 
doctors will harvest a bone from her leg to create a new jaw for 
her. At right, Lexi is held by her mother, Kim Cashman. 

I want to inspire other 
people to share their 
stories, so they will 
know they are not 
alone. And, most 
importantly, to not be 
ashamed of everything 
they’ve had to 
overcome.”

– Lexi Banks, 17, 
who suffers from Goldenhar 
syndrome, a rare congenital 

condition characterized by 
abnormal development of the 

eye, ear and spine

“
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dancing classes for families, who will be taught in a 
casual, fun environment with lively, contemporary 
music. 

Class will be on Thursday evenings from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m.

The monthly cost is $40 for members and $80 for 
nonmembers. 

Friday Night Fever events set
LARGO – Kids can play in the gym, Playworld, Game 

Room and Exerplay at Highland Recreation Complex 
during Friday Night Fever events from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Jan. 19 and 26.

The snack shop will be open for pizza, drink and 
snack purchases. 

A registration form is required for each child, 
who must be between ages 3 and in the fi fth grade. 
Preschool children are separate from school-age 
children. 

The cost is $6 for members and $12 for 
nonmembers.

Highland offers 
woodcarving classes

LARGO – Woodcarving and woodburning classes 
are held every Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m. at Highland 
Recreation Complex and every Tuesday from 6 to 9 
p.m. at Seminole Recreation Center, 9100 113th St. N., 
Seminole.

The cost is $8 or more, depending on the facility.
For more information, contact Robert and Carolyn 

Marek at 727-807-9454.

Southwest Rec Complex
Southwest Recreation Complex, which includes an 

aquatic complex, is at 13120 Vonn Road. Call 727-518-
3125 for recreation or 727-518-3126 for the pool. Visit 
PlayLargo.com or LargoPools.com.

Southwest set for garage sale
LARGO – Join Southwest Recreation Complex for its 

annual indoor community-wide garage sale Saturday, 
Jan. 20, from 8 a.m. to noon.

With over 65 tables, you are bound to fi nd some 
great treasures. The garage sale, which is free to 
attend, will feature more than 65 tables that include 
home goods, toys, gently used clothing and more. 

The cost to include a table is $10 with a limit of two 
tables per person.

Community Center
The Largo Community Center is at 400 Alt. Keene 

Road. Visit LargoCommunityCenter.com or call 727-518-
3131.

City to host volunteer fair Jan. 20
LARGO – The city of Largo’s Recreation, Parks 

and Arts Department will host a Volunteer Fair on 
Saturday, Jan. 20, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Largo 
Community Center.

Citizen involvement and volunteer service are 
important to the city, especially to the Recreation 
Department, which has more than 300 registered 
volunteers performing more than 120 different jobs.

Representatives from all of the department’s 
divisions will be on site introducing participants 
to positions such as greeters, ushers, coaches and 
program leaders. The city is also looking for youth 
volunteers.

For more information, call 727-518-3131 or visit 
Largo.com/volunteer.

Center’s aspiring writers 
group seeking writers

LARGO – The Aspiring Writers Group at the Largo 
Community Center is looking for new members. 

Under the direction of Angela Pisaturo, the program 
teaches the fundamentals of writing for beginning 
writers through word exercises, group writing and 
class critique. The group meets on Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to noon.

The cost is $12 per week for members and $24 for 
nonmembers. Preregister for the entire month and 
receive a discount. 

Center offering paint and sip party

LARGO – The Largo Community Center will host a 
Painting Party at The Studio @ The Center on Friday, 
Feb. 2, from 7 to 10 p.m. 

In a stress-free environment, experienced instructor 
Pamela Armentano will guide participants through 
the process of creating a painting. No art experience or 
special skills needed.

The price of $40 includes one 16-by-20-inch canvas, 
all paints and supplies and one beverage (beer, wine, 
soda, bottle water, coffee or tea). Additional beverages 
are available for purchase. Preregister by Friday, Jan. 
26.

Center to host wellness workshop

LARGO – A wellness workshop will be presented 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m., at Largo 
Community Center.

The workshop will focus on healing with food. These 
short workshops offer techniques for staying healthy 
and active. 

The workshop is free to Largo Recreation members 
and $5 for nonmembers.

Candle-making party 
slated for Feb. 16

LARGO – Join the Tampa-based Tipsy Candle Co. on 
Friday, Feb. 16, at the Largo Community Center from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for a fun candle making workshop. 

From melting the wax to selecting the scent for 
a one-of-a-kind candle, this workshop is a great 
experience for individuals and groups.

The price is $40 and includes all supplies for one 
full-size scented candle plus one beverage. 

Center to host Sweethearts Ball 
for adults, seniors Feb. 24

LARGO – The Largo Community Center will host the 
2018 Sweethearts Ball on Saturday, Feb. 24, from 7 to 
10 p.m. 

Adults and seniors will enjoy a romantic, semiformal 
evening complete with live music, dancing, hors 
d’oeuvres, dessert, cash bar and plenty of photo 
opportunities.

Tickets, which are on sale at the Center, cost $15 
per person or $25 per couple.

Registration deadline is Feb. 1.

Classes and lessons
• Adult tap and ballet classes: Tap classes are 

Tuesdays from 1 to 2 p.m. and Thursdays from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Ballet classes are Wednesdays from noon to 1 
p.m. For an additional cost, participants may stay for a 
choreography class that builds off the technique taught 
each week. Tap Technique is $4.50 for members and the 

combination class is $7 for members. Ballet classes cost 
$7.50 per class for members.

• Ukulele lessons: Hour-long private lessons 
are $25. Students must provide their own ukulele. 
Instructor Michael Desselle will focus on basic chords, 
timing, strumming and learning melodies.

Weekly events
• Bridge games: Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:30 

to 4 p.m. All players are welcome to join the American 
Contract Bridge League-sanctioned games. The cost is 
$4 with membership or $5, with snacks included. Call 
Joan Waff at 727-895-9073.

• Sunday Social Dance: Sundays, 6 to 10 p.m. Dress 
to impress, and join about 150 singles and friends of 
all ages to dance to an extensive music library to fi t 
every taste. Cost is $10.

Bimonthly events
• Karaoke party: First and third Fridays, 7 to 10 

p.m. Using the big screen in Studio A, singers can 
choose from an extensive online library. Admission is 
$5 per person and beer and wine will be available for 
purchase.

Monthly events
• Senior adult luncheon: Third Thursdays, noon to 

2 p.m. Tickets are $12 and include lunch and a show. 
Tickets go on sale for Recreation Card holders on the 
fi rst of the month prior to each show. Those without 
Recreation Cards can purchase tickets on the second 
of the month. On the day of the show, doors open at 
11:45 a.m., lunch is served between noon and 1 p.m. 
and the show is from 1 to 2 p.m.

• Line dance parties: Fourth Fridays, 7 to 10 p.m. 
Line dancing is a low-impact exercise for all ages. 
Beginner dancers can easily follow the more seasoned 
dancers on our split floor setup in the Goodman 
Ballroom. Admission is $8 per person.

Group meetings

Largo Woman’s Club

LARGO – The Largo Woman’s Club meets the fi rst 
Tuesdays of each month at Royal Palms, 200 Lake Ave. 
NE, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., with sign-in at 11:15 
a.m.

The cost is $8, which includes lunch and a special 
guest speaker. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 6, and the 
speaker will be Nick Patel from USAmeriBank.

Meetings and fundraisers are open to all women, 
and Largo residency is not required to attend.

For more information, call Rita at 727-447-1808 or 
Ginny at 321-288-1239.

Largo-Seminole 
Women’s Bible Study

SEMINOLE – The Largo-Seminole Women’s Bible 
Study will begin with an opening coffee on Thursday, 
Jan. 18, 9:25 to 11 a.m., at Seminole First Baptist 
Church, 11045 Park Blvd., Seminole. 

This is a non-denominational study group meeting 
every Thursday. Ladies of all ages are invited. The 
group will be studying the book of Ruth. There is no 
charge and child care is provided. 

For information, call Mary Jane Schmidt at 727-
709-6482 or Marguerite Harter at 727-474-7139 or 
visit www.lswbs.org. 

American Legion Post 119

LARGO – American Legion Post 119, at 130 First 
Ave. SW, will host several events that are open to the 
public.

Lunches are served Monday through Friday from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. featuring burgers and specials each day.

Friday Night Dinners are served from 5 to 8 p.m., 
with music by Karaoke DJ Bill Johnson, 7 to 11 p.m. 
The cost is $7.25 for shrimp or a four-piece chicken 
dinner or all-you-can-eat fried fi sh. It is served with 
rolls, French fries and coleslaw. 

Saturday Night Dinners are served 5 to 8 p.m., with 
music by various artists weekly, 7 to 11 p.m. The cost 
is $8.25 and includes bacon-wrapped filet mignon 
served with a salad, baked potato and rolls. Coffee is 
$1.

Sons of the American Legion Post 119 sponsor “Wing 
Madness” every Monday night, 5 to 8 p.m. Enjoy chick-
en wings served hot, mild, barbecue, butter and garlic 
and spicy barbecue for $5 for six or $8 for 12. French 
fries and onion rings are available. Bob Swenson pro-
vides music from 6 to 8 p.m.

Proceeds benefi t the Special Olympics, Fisher House 
at Bay Pines, and American Legion National Child Wel-
fare Foundation and National Emergency Fund.

Largo Lions Club

LARGO – The Largo Lions Club meets on the fi rst 
and third Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at Tailgaters, 
13847 Walsingham Road. 

The club is a network of volunteers who serve their 
communities, meet humanitarian needs, encourage 
peace and promote international understanding.

For more information, email info@largolionsclub.org 
or visit largolionsclub.org.

LARGO, from page 4A 
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Estate Planning Essentials
Tuesday, January 23rd, 5:30 p.m.

RSVP to Ashleigh Fisichella 727-592-5858

8640 Seminole Blvd. ,  Seminole,   33772

• Wills v. Trusts

• Probate and Probate Avoidance

• Incapacity Planning: Durable Powers of Attorney and Advance Directives

• Medicaid and Asset Protection Strategies
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COMPLEXITY,
MEET SIMPLICITY.

When retirement can stretch on for decades, even the most 
educated among us can fi nd themselves lost in planning for it. 
That’s where our fi nancial advisors come in. With a client-fi rst 
commitment and the resources of a leading independent
fi nancial services fi rm behind us, we can help bring order 
to your fi nancial life so you’re free to focus on what matters 
most. See what a team of Raymond James advisors can do 
for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

JIM CONLIN, CFP®

Senior Vice President, Wealth Management
Branch Complex Manager // Belleair, Clearwater, Trinity

2401 West Bay Drive // Largo, FL 33770
T 727.584.8615 // T 800. 237.0153 // F 727.587.0196

jim.conlin@raymondjames.com // raymondjames.com/belleairlargowealthmanagement

CFP Board owns the CFP® marks in the United States

©2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.
Raymond James® is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR32D-0060 Complexity EG 7/16 01
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125 Gulf Blvd., Indian Rocks Beach
727-595-1320 • www.jdsrestaurant.com

Back Porch Opens 
at 8am

w/Happy Hour ‘til 6pm
Live Entertainment 

starting at 1pm
with Happy Hour Prices

INSIDE
PIANO BAR

7:30-11:30pm
Sunday-Thursday
8:30pm-12:30am
Friday & Saturday

Casual Waterfront Dining on the Intracoastal

Restaurant &
Lounge

Celebrating
32 Years!

Sorry, Closed Monday

HAPPY HOUR
Every Day 8am-6pm

$1.25 Drafts
$2.75 Wells

$3.25 Bloody Marys
$3.25 House Wines

WEEKLY SPECIALS
SUNDAY

Lobster Tail
Dinner
$16.95

TUESDAY
All-U-Can-Eat

Fish Fry
Fries & Slaw $9.95

WEDNESDAY
1lb. Snow Crab

Dinner
$15.95

THURSDAY
$5.00

Burger Day
010418



St. Pete-Clearwater airport sets passenger record
Offi cials at St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport have announced a 

historical milestone. For the fi rst time, it surpassed 2 million passengers, 
breaking an all-time passenger record for the third consecutive year. 

Offi cials also announced that December 2017 was the airport’s biggest 
December in history. Monthly passengers increased by 17 percent over 
2016. The airport’s year-end increase was 12 percent with 2,055,269 
passengers. Allegiant added service to nine new cities in 2017. 

The Federal Aviation Administration recently published its top growth 
airports list for 2016. PIE was ranked No. 3 in the nation for small 
airports. PIE has achieved double-digit growth for fi ve consecutive years.

County issues MLK Jr. Day Proclamation
CLEARWATER – In honor of the national holiday Jan. 15, the Pinellas 

County Commission issued a Martin Luther King Jr. Day proclamation 
during the fi rst board meeting of the year to recognize community lead-
ers in Pinellas County who embody the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

Commission Chair Ken Welch presented the proclamation Jan. 9 to 
Largo residents James and Gwen Feazell, co-founders of the Bridging the 
Achievement Gap program and members of the 2020 Plan Taskforce. 

Mr. and Mrs. Feazell, both former educators, started BTAG more than 
14 years ago. In this time, the program has served more than 1,500 stu-
dents who have gone on to many achievements, including graduating high 
school and earning diplomas, attending colleges and universities, complet-
ing technical and vocational programs and having military careers.

The 2020 Plan Taskforce is a collaborative effort made up of community 
leaders seeking to improve the lives of citizens of South St. Petersburg with 
the goal of reducing poverty in the area by 30 percent by the 2020 census. 

Property appraiser offers help with exemptions
Jan. 1 is an important date as far as property taxes are concerned. 

Florida Property Appraisers determine the value of your home as of this 
date every year based upon sales of similar properties from the prior year.  

Jan. 1 is also the date used to determine residency status for exemption 
purposes.

Exemptions save property owners hundreds in tax dollars each year 
and they are quick and easy for which to apply. The popular Homestead 
Exemption can be eFiled from the Pinellas County property appraiser’s 
homepage at www.pcpao.org. Once you receive a homestead exemption, it 
is automatically renewed unless your residency status changes.  

In January and February, representatives from the property appraiser’s 
offi ce will be traveling around the county to reach out to those unable to 
visit an offi ce.

Events will be held at the following locations:
• Thursday, Jan. 25, 5:30-7 p.m., Highland Lakes Clubhouse, 3300 

MacGregor Drive, Palm Harbor.
• Wednesday, Jan. 31, 9 a.m.-noon, Five Towns Community Center, 

8141 54th Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
• Wednesday, Feb. 7, 1-4 p.m., Pasadena Community Church, 227 70th 

St. S., St. Petersburg.
• Thursday, Feb. 8, 9 a.m.-noon, Dunedin Community Center, 1920 

Pinehurst Road, Dunedin.
• Tuesday, Feb. 13, 9 a.m.-noon, Jim & Heather Gills YMCA, 3200 First 

Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
• Thursday, Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-noon, Largo Community Center, 400 Alt. 

Keene Road, Largo
Each January, the property appraiser’s offi ce mails a “renewal receipt” 

to residents who have a homestead, listing exemptions it plans to renew. If 
ownership and occupancy have not changed, you simply save the receipt 
for your records. However, if you added someone to the deed, moved, or 
rented the property during 2017, you should indicate that change on the 
receipt, sign it, and return it so the proper adjustments can be made.

Some exemptions, such as the low income senior exemption, are not 
renewed automatically. You will be sent an application to renew the 
exemption by mail. Other exemptions you may qualify for include widow/

widower, senior, disability and veterans to name a few. 
If you purchased a property in 2017 that benefited from a former 

owner’s exemption, that benefi t is removed on Jan. 1 each year, resetting 
the property’s assessed value to just/market value. You must apply for 
your own homestead exemption by March 1.

Kids Tag Art program raises $100K in three years
CLEARWATER – Clay, paint, markers, paper. Quality classroom art 

supplies don’t come cheap, and it can be diffi cult for public schools to 
dedicate enough dollars to the arts. But a program that allows Fifth 
graders to design their own custom license plates has stepped in big time, 
providing elementary art teachers between $800 to more than $1,000 
apiece to keep their classrooms stocked.

The program called Kids Tag Art Pinellas is an unconventional 
partnership between the Pinellas County Tax Collector’s Offi ce and Pinellas 
County Schools. And by all accounts, it’s working. In just three years, Kids 
Tag Art Pinellas has raised $100,000 for elementary art programs and 
college scholarships. Statewide, the Kids Tag Art program is expected to 
reach the $1 million mark in 2018.

On Thursday, Jan. 18, Fifth grade student artists will be honored at the 
Kids Tag Art Pinellas Award Ceremony, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Largo High 
School auditorium, 410 Missouri Ave. N. This free public event honors top 
designs hand-picked by a panel of retired Pinellas County art teachers. Event 
organizers hope to fi ll the 700-seat auditorium with supporters. 

Residents asked to ‘skip a week’ of irrigation
The Southwest Florida Water Management District is reminding 

residents who irrigate their lawns to “Skip a Week” or more of watering 
during the cooler months of January and February.

According to research by the University of Florida, grass doesn’t need to 
be watered as often during the cooler months. One-half to three-quarters 
of an inch of water every 10-14 days is suffi cient. In fact, if your lawn 
has received any signifi cant rainfall, then you can turn off your irrigation 
system and operate it manually as needed.

Watering only every other week at most during the winter will help 
conserve drinking water supplies that the public needs for critical uses 
during the dry season. 
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Members of the 2020 Plan Taskforce and founders of Bridging The Achievement Gap receive the MLK Jr. Day Proclamation from the 
Pinellas County Commission on Jan. 9.

I Moved!I Moved!
Come See Me at

Sleek Sleek && Sassy Sassy
Hair Hair && Nails Nails

Tuesday-Friday 9:30 - 4:00pm
(Later By Appointment)

Saturday 9:00am - 3pm

8860 Seminole Blvd.,8860 Seminole Blvd.,
SeminoleSeminole727.319.0500727.319.0500

Teri SwanTeri Swan

010417

ALL HAIR-ALL HOURS
1890 West Bay Drive • W-6 • Largo

727-455-1011

Hair Replacement Specialist
Thinning Hair?

SENIOR DAYS Thursday & Friday

by appointment only

20% OFF

$8 Haircuts
by appointment only
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animal care clinic
of Largo

1100 Seminole Blvd., Largo, FL • 727-614-9732
          www.animalcarecliniclargo.com  

Dr. Shashi Goswami, Dr. Lisa Mallett

Affordable, Convenient
& Quality Care

010418

FREE 
EXAM

1 coupon per 
customer account

Services Offered:
Surgery, Dentistry, X-Rays
and In-House Bloodwork

Low Cost
Vaccine Packages

Exam Included
Dogs $85 • Cats $75
Puppy/Kitten $50 Expires 2-15-18
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When you
need help
after an
accident.

Injury Law I Wrongful Death
Auto & Motorcycle Accident

Call for a free consultation.
727-592-8676

8640 Seminole Blvd. Seminole, FL

Paul R. Cavonis, Esq.

Call For Details

12712 Indian Rocks Road, Largo, FL 33774
Matt Facarazzo, D.V.M. 10
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FREE
with rest of annual.

All Annual
Vaccines FREE

For new patients with this ad and rest of annual.

Expires March 31, 2018

727-596-9156

Midway Mobile Veterinary Services
10700 Seminole Blvd. 

Largo, FL 33778

Our Mobile unit is 

currently serving a 

10 mile radius from 

our offi ce in Seminole.

St. Pete • Largo

Cell 727-386-2388

Serving Your Pets 
Right In Their Home!

011818
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13489 Walsingham Road Largo 33774 • 727-595-1983
www.operationsnipfl .org • operationsnipfl @gmail.com

Male Cat - $35 neuter

Female Cat - $45 
spay

Dogs  - spay/neuter 

Vaccines start at $15
Welcome TNVR Community Cats!

Non-Profi t

FREE EXAM

Affordable Spay, Neuter & WellCare Services

100517

(for animals that are already 
spayed & neutered)

Wellness Clinics by Appt.
Tues: 1-3pm, Fri: 8-noon

1st Thurs. of the month 1-3pm

Call us now at
727-202-2770
Pinellas Cash Buyers
Your Local Home Buyers
PinellasCashBuyers.com

 WE ALWAYS PAY CASH

• We Buy in “As Is Condition”

• No Need For Repairs

• Any Situation

• No Deals Falling Through Due
   to Inspection or Finance Issues

• Close When You Want To Close

• No More Uncertainty

• Landlords - No More

 Bad Tenants

• Over 30 Years Experience 01
11
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SOLD

PPPiinnnneellllllaaasass CCCCCassssasa hhhhh BBBuuuB yyyeeerrrs
YYoYoouuurr LLLLooccco alalall HHHoomommmee e BBBBuuyyyeeerrss

You Pay NO Realtor 
Commissions or Fees! 

We Pay
All Closing Costs!
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By SUZETTE PORTER

Tampa Bay Newspapers

CLEAR WATER  –  Say ing 
it was the right thing to do, 
Pinellas County Administrator 
Mark Woodard explained to 
commissioners Jan. 9 the set of 
circumstances surrounding his 
decision to terminate a long-term 
temporary employee.

Potential improprieties with the 
employee hired by Randstad, the 
agency that provides much of the 
county’s temporary workforce, were 
revealed in a recent news story by 
local media. Commissioner Pat 
Gerard asked why the Commission 
wasn’t briefed on the situation 
before she was “ambushed in her 
offi ce” by a reporter and questioned 
when she had no idea about was 
going on.

Woodard admitted he had 
not known about the situation 
in time for a briefing, which was 
discovered when he asked for 
information about temporary 
employees from Randstad after a 
discussion by commissioners in 
November about the possibility of 
the Unifi ed Personnel Board hiring 
a new agency to provide temporary 
workers.

The report from Randstad didn’t 
come in until Mid-December and, 
because of the holidays, Woodard 
didn’t get it until the fi rst week in 
January.

“I took some time off over the 
holiday and didn’t see it,” he said. 

He explained that the county 
had two types of temporary 
employees – those hired through 
the county’s Unified Personnel 
System and those supplied by 
Randstad. Most of the ones 
hired by the county are seasonal 
workers, such as lifeguards and 
park workers.

He said during the Great 
Recession, UPS had begun to use 
a private fi rm to supply temporary 
employees, which after a certain 
time could become permanent 
employees. He said at that time, 
the county had been losing many 
employees to private fi rms. He said 
using an employment agency was 
a fl exible and effi cient way to get 
talent to do the work needed.

He said when he looked at the 
report from Randstad last week, 
he found one temporary employee 
that had recently retired from the 
county. The employee was receiving 
a rate of pay far in excess to what 
he had made as a county employee, 
which was a concern, Woodard 
said. Although, he pointed out that 
the position was a highly skilled 
technical job.

He said plans had been made to 
hire someone to replace the retiring 
employee, who had been under the 
state’s Deferred Retirement Option 
Program, aka DROP. A replacement 
had been hired and had started to 
work, but soon thereafter found 
another job and left. Staff tried to 
fi nd another replacement but could 
not fi nd one before the retirement 
date.

Woodard said staff then made 
a decision to bring the employee 
back under the Randstad contract. 
He said it was a “sound decision” 
at the time due to the employee’s 
level of skill and knowledge about 
the courts and jail consolidation 
project. He said the alternative 
would have been to hire a 
consultant, which he said would 
cost a lot more.

“The issue is optics,” he said.
He said once an employee 

in DROP retires, they cannot be 
rehired for 12 months. The county 
had “adhered to the letter of the 
law,” Woodard said, because the 
worker was no longer employed 
by the county, but was instead 
employed by Randstad.

“The optics is bypassing the 
intent and spirit of the law when we 
need to be complicit with the letter 
and spirit of the law,” he said.

He said to bring back the 
employee at a much higher rate 
of pay “from an optics standpoint 
was not right” even though it likely 
would have cost more to get a 
consultant to do the job.

Woodard said as soon as he 
found out about the situation, 
he had Randstad terminate the 
employee.

Woodard doesn’t blame staff for 
what happened.

“This is on me,” he said.
Woodard is continuing to 

review the list of temporary 
workers and said he had not yet 
found a situation that rose to the 
same level. He said if another 
were discovered, he would take 
appropriate action.

The county administrator also 
is working on a plan to prevent a 
similar scenario in the future. He 
plans to do an annual review of 
temporary employees at the end of 
each year.

He pointed out that the county 
pays wages and an administrative 
fee to the employment agency, 
which pays all the payroll taxes 
and other expenses. He also said 

temporary workers were paid 
market-based wages, which are 
sometimes more than what a 
county employee is paid. He said 
that was the case with the retiree 
rehired as a temporary employee.

Commissioner Dave Eggers 
wants a clear policy for the future 
to differentiate between temporary 
employees that might work only 
one week versus someone that 
continues the arrangement for fi ve 
years.

Woodard said the county is 
currently negotiating a contract 
with a new agency that will be 
supplying temporary workers in the 
future. The change has nothing to 
do with the current situation.

In another employment related 
matter, Gerard asked about an 
issue with domestic partner 
benefi ts, which she said was having 
an effect on employees not taxed on 
those benefi ts.

Woodard explained that the 
county had extended health 
insurance benefits to domestic 
partners but the federal tax 
obligations had not been identifi ed. 
Now federal taxes are due on 
benefits that in some cases have 
been in place for many years, 
meaning some people may owe 
back taxes.

“We’re working to quantify and 
try to understand the magnitude 
and cost implications to fi gure out 
the best path forward,” he said.

By SUZETTE PORTER

Tampa Bay Newspapers

CLEARWATER – Pinel las 
County commissioners laid out 
their strategy Jan. 9, gearing up 
to fi ght the possibility of oil drilling 
off Florida’s west coast.

The Commission is opposed to a 
new fi ve-year offshore drilling plan 
revealed Jan. 4 by Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke that would have lifted 
the moratorium on drilling for oil 
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico. The 
Draft Five Year Outer Continental 
Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program 
included areas where oil and gas 
companies could buy leases starting 
as early as 2019.

Brian Lowack, the county’s 
government intergovernmental 
liaison, showed commissioners a 
map of how close drilling operations 
could be located to Pinellas County’s 
beaches if the draft plan became 
reality. The current drilling program 
makes the area off limits through 
June 30, 2022.

Commissioner John Morroni 
suggested sending a “very 
strongly worded” resolution 
informing federal officials of the 
Commission’s opposition. He said 
he was surprised the governor 
hadn’t been able to infl uence the 
decision due to his relationship 
with President Donald Trump.

La t e r  tha t  day ,  Z inke 
announced that Florida had been 
removed from the draft plan. He 
credited the governor’s infl uence 
as the reason.

Gov. Rick Scott sent out a 
press release confirming that 
after his meeting with Zinke, 
the Department of Interior had 
announced that Florida’s coastline 
had been removed from the draft 
plan for future oil drilling.

“I am proud to announce 
that Secretary Zinke has agreed 
to remove Florida’s coastline 
from consideration for future oil 
drilling,” Scott said. 

He thanked Zinke for traveling 
to Tallahassee that day to hear the 
state’s concerns.

In the same press release, Zinke 
said he supported the governor’s 
position that “Florida is unique 
and its coast is heavily reliant on 
tourism as an economic driver.”

“As a result  o f  today ’s 
discussion and Gov. Scott’s 
leadership, I am removing Florida 

from consideration for any new oil 
and gas platforms,” Zinke said.

Commission Chair Ken Welch 
responded to the late-breaking 
news, saying the Commission 
would stay engaged in the debate 
and would maintain its opposition 
to increased drilling in the Gulf. 

“Even hundreds of miles away, 
a spill could be devastating to 
Florida ... to Florida’s environment 
and economy,” he said.

Prepared to fi ght
The Commission stands ready 

to fight against the threat of oil 
drilling offshore Pinellas’ beaches. 
Plans are in the works to attend 
a Feb. 8 public hearing on the 
draft plan in Tallahassee. The 
county’s federal lobbyist team 
has been activated to work on 
the Commission’s behalf and has 
signed up to attend a Feb. 22 
public hearing on the matter in 
Washington, D.C.

Lowack told commissioners 
that a 60-day comment period 
on the draft remained open until 
March 9. After that, a 90-day 
comment period was scheduled for 
a proposed program followed by 
a 60-day comment period on the 
fi nal proposed program.

Commissioner Janet Long said 
opening Florida’s waters to oil and 
gas drilling was “irresponsible.” 
Welch talked about the “real 
threat” to the county’s beaches 

should an accident occur like the 
2010 BP Deep Horizon oil spill.

“We don’t want it here for many 
reasons,” Commissioner Dave 
Eggers said. “We don’t want it and 
we don’t need it. Our supplies are 
being met. Don’t do it.”

Nelson questions 
Zinke’s actions

U.S.  Sen.  B i l l  Ne lson, 
D-Florida, wants specifi cs on any 
new offshore drilling plans. He 
wrote a letter to Zinke Jan. 10 
asking for more information.

 “The public has a right to know 
exactly what Interior’s plan is,” 
Nelson said in his letter to Zinke.

Nelson asked Zinke several 
specific questions, including 
whether a new revised plan 
would be published and if that 
plan would maintain the current 
moratorium beyond 2022. He 
asked if new maps would be 
issued showing areas excluded 
from consideration.

N e l s o n  s a i d  i t  w a s 
“unreasonable”  to  expect 
Floridians to provide “input on 
a plan that may or may not be 
the plan” that the Department of 
Interior is actually considering. 
Nelson wants Zinke to expand 
the public comment period to give 
adequate time to respond to any 
new plan proposed.

In a speech on the Senate Floor, 
Nelson said Floridians might be 

discouraged from commenting 
because they have been “given 
false assurances that we are all 
in the clear.” In that same speech, 
Nelson announced that he had 
fi led legislation to permanently ban 
drilling off the Florida coast.

Nelson released a statement the 
evening of Jan. 9 calling Zinke’s 
announcement a “political stunt” 
by the Trump administration 
designed to make Scott look good. 
There has been much talk that 
Scott will challenge Nelson for his 
senate seat in the next election.

Welch was asked to comment 
on Nelson’s claim. He said the 
quick turnaround was “curious.”

“One would think that such 
an impactful decision would have 
been well thought out and not so 
malleable,” he said.

He pointed out that having the 
decision reversed after one brief 
meeting brought into question “the 
fundamental soundness of initial 
recommendation to expand coastal 
drilling.”

‘Optics’ prompt 
county administrator 
to dismiss long-term
temporary employee

County opposes offshore drilling plan

County Administrator 
Mark Woodard

Map courtesy of U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

The eastern Gulf of Mexico is highlighted with a crosshatch 
denoting it is part of a Congressional moratorium against oil and 
gas drilling through June 30, 2022.

AdvancedRestorationServicesInc.com
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(888)223-2850

Reserve Your Appointment Online
www.salonwest.com

MM9239 MM21147
MM19918 MA84928

Monday-Thursday 8am-9pm • Friday 9am-7pm

Saturday 9am-5pm • Sunday 10am-5pm

NOW OPEN
IN SEMINOLE CITY CENTER
11167 Park Blvd., Seminole

727.953.7477

PICK 3 FOR
• Shellac Mini Mani • Spa Manicure

• Spa Pedicure • Make-Up Application

• 30 Min. Massage • Express Facial

• Brow & Lip Wax • Brow & Lash Tint

• Shampoo & Style

• Pureology Conditioning Treatment

*Services cannot be divided between days or guests. Not valid
with any other offers. Spa services available at select locations.

Not all services available at all locations

Get This Season’s Latest Looks

With Our “New Talent” Stylists

59*

99*

Valid
Monday - Wednesday

COLOR/CUT/STYLE
*Limited time offer, includes one single process color only.

Longer hair may be additional. Not valid with any other offers. 

Shop with Confi dence ...

PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE

On Any Professional Hair,

Skin or Nail Retail Items

Original competitor print ads are accepted. No copies.
Not valid with Amazon.com, Ebay or any other strictly online websites, 

online competitors must also have an actual “brick and mortar”
local salon or beauty store. Not valid on expired coupons.

4 locations to serve you!

Largo/Belleair • 833 West Bay Drive • 727.588.9808 

Largo/Seminole • 13668 Walsingham Road • 727.596.9800

Clearwater • 1530 N. McMullen Booth Road • 727.726.8181

Seminole • 11167 Park Blvd., Suite C • 727.953.7477
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Scan Me For Special Offers
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Time Care Inc.
Rik Dietel CW21
All types 
of clock 
repair.

Howard 
Miller
Service 
Center

The Watch 
Repair
 Expert!

392-8793
www.timecareinc.com
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PRIVATE
LENDING
Our Lenders Base
Mortgage Loans

on the Value of Your
Property ONLY!

CALL TODAY!

305-923-4153

Purchase or Refi nance 
Commercial

101217
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Police Beat
Pinellas deputies arrest man 

wanted for murder in Kentucky
LARGO – Pinellas County Sheriff’s deputies 

arrested a 46-year-old Spring Hill man Jan. 12 
wanted in connection with a triple homicide in 
Kentucky.

The Louisville Metropolitan 
Police Department Homicide Unit 
coordinated with the Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
authorities in Hernando County 
to locate the suspect.

Deputies assigned to the 
Violent Crimes Task Force 
stopped a vehicle driven by 
Christopher Cruz Olivo about 
10:13 p.m. at the intersection of U.S. 19 North 
and Ulmerton Road in Largo. He was arrested on a 
Kentucky warrant for three counts of murder and one 
count of tampering with physical evidence.

According to a press release from the sheriff’s 
offi ce, Olivo is charged with murdering a man and 
two women while inside a residence in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Two juveniles were located inside the 
home unharmed, however Olivo fl ed the scene with 
his 3-year-old daughter, who was safely located in 
Hernando County. 

When deputies arrested Olivo, he was wearing a 
ballistic vest and had an AK47 assault rifl e on the 
passenger seat of his vehicle.

Olivo was transported to the Pinellas County Jail. 
Members with the LMPD Homicide Unit are traveling 
to Florida to transport him back to Kentucky.

The Violent Crimes Task Force is a countywide, 
multi-jurisdictional task force that focuses on violent 
crime in Pinellas County. The task force is comprised 
of law enforcement offi cers from the Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, St. Petersburg Police Department and 
the Clearwater Police Department.

Pinellas Park man dies 
after crash in St. Petersburg

ST. PETERSBURG – A 40-year-old Pinellas Park 
man died at a local hospital Jan. 11 from injuries 
suffered during a one-vehicle crash on southbound 
71st Street North in St. Petersburg.

Florida Highway Patrol reports that Sean William 
Pinnell was driving a 2006 Chevrolet Silverado 
traveling southbound on 71st Street North, just 

north of 40th Avenue North when for some unknown 
reason he lost control of the vehicle.

The Silverado left the roadway and traveled onto 
the west grass shoulder where it collided with a 
power pole and fence, and overturned. Pinnell was 
ejected from the vehicle.

He was transported to St. Petersburg General 
Hospital where he later died.

St. Pete man charged with 
11 counts of child pornography
ST. PETERSBURG – Pinellas County Sheriff’s 

detectives charged a 64-year-old St. Petersburg 
man with 11 counts of child 
pornography Jan. 11.

Lester Thomas Schwark was 
arrested at his home about 2:52 
p.m. He was booked into the 
county jail where bail was set at 
$1.1 million.

Detectives with the Crimes 
Against Children Unit began 
an investigation in August, 
after receiving information that 
Schwark was in possession of child pornography. 
Detectives recovered numerous images depicting 
child pornography from Schwark’s cellular telephone.

86-year-old cited in crash 
with deputy in Dunedin

DUNEDIN – An 86-year-old Dunedin man received 
a traffi c citation for failure to yield after a Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s cruiser crashed into his vehicle 
about 4:07 p.m. Jan. 9 at the intersection of Main 
Street and Pinehurst Road in Dunedin.

Deputies assigned to the sheriff’s Major Accident 
Investigation Team say Detective Jennifer Zinge, 45, 
was on-duty driving an unmarked 2013 Ford Fusion 
westbound on Main Street in Dunedin. George A. 
Gillies was driving a 2000 Ford Taurus eastbound on 
Main Street. Gillies attempted to make a northbound 
turn onto Pinehurst Road in front of Zinge’s vehicle, 
causing the crash, investigators say. The traffi c signal 
at the intersection was green in both directions.

Zinge and Gillies were transported to a local 
hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.

Deputies say it does not appear that speed or 
impairment were factors in the crash.

– Compiled by SUZETTE PORTER

LARGO – Largo Police have 
released information about two 
recent arrests involving numerous 
counts of possession of child 
pornography and three counts of 
distribution of child pornography.

Members of the Investigative 
Services Division, assisted by the 
department’s Problem Oriented 
Police unit, arrested Alexander Kyle 
McCuen, 30, of Largo after serving 
a search warrant at his home Jan. 
10. 

He was booked into the Pinellas 
County Jail and charged with 
eight counts of possession of child 
pornography and two counts of 
distribution of child pornography. 
Bail was set at $560,000.

Police say McCuen recently 
“made the mistake of moving” 
into Largo Police Department’s 
jurisdiction. Within 30 days, the 
department’s peer-to-peer detection 
software led to the discovery that 
McCuen was downloading and 
distributing child pornography.

After the search warrant was 
served at his home, McCuen 
reportedly confessed to the crime 
during an interview. Police say 
additional charges are pending 
a forensic review of the suspect’s 
computer.

During the search of McCuen’s 
home, police say they discovered a 
“disturbing” item – a small safe in 
McCuen’s bedroom that contained 
used and unused children’s 
clothing.

The second arrest came as the 
result of a cybertip through the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children about an email 
registered to a Largo man with a 
Dropbox account containing illicit 
images.

After receiving information 
from subpoenas, Largo police 
identified the owner of the email 
account as 28-year-old Cameron 
Alistair MacDonald. Police located 
MacDonald at his workplace Jan. 5 

where they interviewed him.
Police say MacDonald admitted 

to using cloud storage to stash 
fi les of child pornography, as well 
as sharing Dropbox links of child 
pornography to other users of Kik 
software. 

He reportedly told detectives 
that he had viewed at least 1,000 

images of child pornography over 
the last six to eight years.

Police say during a forensic 
exam, additional videos and files 
of child pornography were found 
on MacDonald’s cellphone. The 
forensic exam also revealed 
thousands of images and videos 
of local girls playing volleyball and 
pictures from their social media 
sites.

MacDonald was booked into 
the Pinellas County Jail where he 
was charged with 10 counts of 
possession of child pornography. 
Bail was set at $1 million. He also 
was charged with one count of 
distribution of child pornography. 
Bail was set at $10,000.

– SUZETTE PORTER

Largo Police arrest two 
on child porn charges
Investigation fi nds 
thousands of images, 
videos of local girls 
playing volleyball

Photo courtesy of LARGO PD

Largo police found a small safe fi lled with used and unused 
children’s clothing in Alexander McCuen’s safe when offi cers 
searched it Jan. 10 as part of a child pornography investigation.

McCuen MacDonald

Olivo

Schwark
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1019 Highland Ave. NE, Largo, FL 33770
We are a full service veterinary & surgical hospital!

Call Today 727-518-PETS (7387)
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-1pm

www.CoastalVets.com

NEW OWNER
Dr. Michael Certa, D.V.M.

 and our dog Mara

Dr. Juan Carlos 
Molina-Brisson, D.V.M.

FREE
Offi ce Visit For

 First Time Clients
Offer Expires 2/8/18

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN

Offer Expires 2/8/18 Cannot
be combined with other offers.

* Cats & Dogs Only. 
Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN

Offer Expires 2/8/18 Cannot
be combined with other offers. 

Coastal Animal Clinic. TBN
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We Do House Calls!

Offering Boarding & Grooming

Puppy/Kitten Care Package
• 1st Vaccinations

• Fecal Exam • Deworming
For puppies & kittens
less than 4 mo. old.

FREE 
EXAM!

$49
No offi ce charge for 

examination. Not valid with other 
offers. Coupon and full payment 

must be presented at time of 
service.  Exp. 2/8/18 TBN

GROOMING

$5 OFFComplimentary

Laser Therapy

With

Arthritis

Consultation

*

Welcome to

Tile Roof Repair Specialists • 727.577.2468

Roof Leaks? Call Handyman Roofi ng

OVER 69,000 CUSTOMERS CAN’T BE WRONG
Call the people you can trust! 24 Hour Service

www.HandymanRoofi ng.com
State Certifi ed Roofi ng Contractors #CC-C057454
Fully Insured and Compensation • Senior Discount

Financing Available with approved credit

Celebrating 35 Years
Serving Pinellas County

Since 1978

• Tile • Shingles • Asphalt • Replace Rotted Wood • Roof Vents
• Flat • Gutters • Built-up • Fascia & Soffi ts

11
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$100 OFF
Roof Repair

With this ad.
Minimum $500 repair work.

$250 OFF
Full New Roof

With this ad.

ISSUES WITH YOUR LEATHER OR VINYL?

We Can FIX THAT®

We repair, restore, clean, dye, recondition and/or reupholster LEATHER, VINYL and FABRICS.
Tears, burns, holes, scratches, stains, color fading - you name it, we can fi x it.

BEFORE AFTER

Call Today For A FREE ESTIMATE

727-251-3015

HOME & OFFICE FURNITURE...Sofas • Chairs • Ottomans • Recliners
• Booths • Medical Exam Chairs • Dental Chairs • Bar Stools

CARS, BOATS, RVs, AIRPLANES & MORE! • Seats • Door Panels
• Carpets • Headliners • Center Consoles • Steering Wheels • Headlights

Visit our website www.WeCanFixThat.com/Clearwater for videos and images of our work.

BEFORE

AFTER

011818

Windows • Doors
Hurricane Shutters

• 35 Years of Trustworthy Reputation

• Thousands of Local References

Visit Our Showroom
2501 Anvil Street North, St. Petersburg

www.stormfi tter.com

STORMFITTERS 
CORPORATION

727.544.0575

Hurricane Security Windows/Doors

Call for your FREE 
Home Inspection & Estimate

Surround Yourself with Peace of Mind! Prepare NOW!
And Save $$ up to 40% Off on your Energy Bill

CGC1516020

Entire House of
W I N D O W S

$4,989
Compare at $6,500

LIMITED TIME OFFER*

Entire House of
Hurricane Shutters

$3,499
Compare at $4,200

LIMITED TIME OFFER*

Entire House of
Impact Windows

$9,550
Compare at $12,000

LIMITED TIME OFFER*

*Up to 10 units. Up to 88 U.I. each.
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772 Indian Rocks Road N., Belleair Bluffs, FL 33770

727-518-0500

IRENA RANDY ELIZABETH MIKE

Haircut $15
SENIORS $13

KIDS $12
SHAVE $16

$2 OFF
With this ad. 
New clients 

only.
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Quaker Steak and Lube to host 
annual Florida Motorcycle Expo

CLEARWATER – The 20th annual Florida Motorcycle Expo and Bike 
Builder Invitational will take place Friday through Sunday, Feb. 9-11, at 
Quaker Steak and Lube, 10400 49th St. N., Clearwater.

The entertainment lineup will include performances by Love and 
Revenge and Warrant on Friday; The Black Honkeys, Den of Thieves, 
Jasmine Cain and Lita Ford on Saturday; and Greg Billings and 
Stormbringer with Robby Steinhardt, formerly of Kansas, on Sunday. 

The event also will include a 10-class ride-in bike show, beer drinking 
contest, wing eating contest, Miss Full Throttle Bikini contest, giveaways, 
ribbon-cutting ceremony and more than 100 vendors. 

Custom motorcycle builders from across the country will be on hand 
competing for one of the largest bike shows in the United States. More 
than $20,000 in cash and prizes will be given away in the Bike Builder 
Invitational. 

The concert and event are free to attend. There will be limited free 
motorcycle parking. Paid parking will be available across the street.

For more information, visit www.FloridaFullThrottle.com.

FDOT program to host career fair at PTC
ST. PETERSBURG – The Florida Department of Transportation 

OnBoard4Jobs Construction Careers Program will partner with Pinellas 
Technical College to sponsor the Pinellas County Construction Careers 
Fair on Tuesday, Jan. 30, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., on the PTC campus at 901 
34th St. S., St. Petersburg.

“There is great demand for workforce in the road construction industry,” 
said Stephanie Araujo in a press release. Araujo is project manager for 
Quest Corporation of America, an organization that helps facilitate the 
program on behalf of FDOT. “Contractors are hiring and OnBoard4Jobs 
Construction Careers is organizing this job fair to connect them with job 
seekers in Pinellas County and throughout the surrounding area.”

Job seekers age 18 and older are invited to attend and learn more 
about available positions, such as general laborers, carpenters, concrete 
fi nishers, fl aggers, truck drivers, heavy machine operators, asphalt pavers, 
pipe fi tters and a variety of other construction positions. Those without 
road construction experience are encouraged to attend to learn about on-
the-job training opportunities.

Representatives from the Florida Department of Transportation, 
contractors and industry resources will be on hand to discuss training 
and skilled worker opportunities. Advice on career development, job skills, 
effective interview techniques and resume writing will also be offered. 

For information, email OnBoard4Jobs@QCAusa.com or call 866-662-
6273, ext. 3.

 

Tint World opens new location in Palm Harbor
PALM HARBOR – Tint World Automotive Styling Centers, a leading auto 

accessory and window tinting franchise, has opened in Palm Harbor. 
Owned and operated by Brian Miller, the store will provide the 

community with a variety of services, including mobile electronics and 

car stereo upgrades, vehicle customization, automotive, residential and 
commercial window fi lm, as well as marine audio and styling.

Tint World of Palm Harbor is at 30950 U.S. 19 N., Unit B. 

Ruth Eckerd Hall named Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel January 2018 benefi ciary

CLEARWATER – Ruth Eckerd Hall recently was chosen as one of the 12 
charities that Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa will sponsor by 
selling a customized retail item and donating 100 percent of the proceeds.

For the entire month of January, the Seminole Hard Rock Tampa will 
sell a customized bracelet featuring the Ruth Eckerd Hall logo in its re-
tail stores. Each bracelet is priced at $5 and 100 percent of the proceeds 
will be donated to Ruth Eckerd Hall for its wide-ranging arts education 
program. Seminole Hard Rock Tampa works alongside a local Tampa Bay 
charity each month to help raise awareness and funds directly for the se-
lected organization. During the month the charity is assigned, an item cus-
tomized with the charity’s logo is sold within Hard Rock Tampa’s stores.

Business 9A Leader, January 18, 2018

By BOB McCLURE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

ST. PETE BEACH – Tampa 
Bay Rays president Brian 
Auld and two other leaders in 
sports marketing explained 
the importance of sports and 
sports organizations on the local 
economy Jan. 11 to members of 
the Tampa Bay Beach Chamber 
of Commerce.

Speaking during the chamber’s 
annual dinner at the TradeWinds 
Island Grant Resort, Auld was 
joined by Rob Higgins, executive 
director of the Tampa Bay 
Sports Commission, and Tim 
Ramsberger, chief operating 
offi cer of Visit St. Pete Clearwater.

Auld, who lives with his 
family in St. Petersburg and is 
a graduate of Harvard Business 
School, is credited with an 
employees-first culture within 
the Rays organization and 
the creation of a community 
service program that awards 
Rays employees one paid day 
per month to volunteer in the 
community. 

H i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
also include the addition of 
maternity and paternity benefi ts 
for full-time staff, paid parental 
leave, adoption benefi ts, a staff 
wellness program and a $10 
minimum wage for all part-time 
employees.

“We just want to represent the 
region the right way,” said Auld. 
“We hope you can be as proud of 
the organization as we are.”

From a marketing standpoint, 
Auld said sports “have a unique 
way of attracting attention 
to themselves” and the Rays, 

being a small market Major 
League Baseball franchise, 
must often make decisions that 
are unpleasant to fans, from a 
business standpoint.

“We’re not doing stupid stuff on 
purpose,” he said.

Higgins, who served on the 
committee that landed the 2009 
Super Bowl at Raymond James 
Stadium and most recently the 
award of the 2021 Super Bowl to 
Tampa, said sports provide both 
a social and economic impact to 
the area. 

As an example, he pointed to 
last year’s college football national 
championship game in Tampa, 
which he said provided Pinellas 
County with more than $4.5 
million in revenue over the same 
weekend a year earlier.

Ramsberger, an attorney and 
former director of the Firestone 
Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, 
is involved in a wide range of 
projects, including marketing 
of Pinellas County as a sports 
destination.

Ramsberger,  who works 
closely with Higgins, said their 
partnership resulted in 125 
events last year, providing over 
130,000 hotel room nights 
and an estimated $500 million 
economic impact to the local 
economy.

Ramsberger said Visit St. 
Pete Clearwater has marketing 
partnerships with the Rays, 
Tampa Bay Rowdies ,  P1 
Powerboats and Major League 
Soccer, which now has three 
teams that train in Pinellas 
County. Those teams are the 
New York Red Bulls, Philadelphia 
Union and DC United.

Rays president Auld 
tells chamber about the 
importance of sports

Briefcase

By TIFFANY RAZZANO

Tampa Bay Newspapers

SEMINOLE – Seminole City 
Center announced that Outback 
Steakhouse and Maple Street 
Biscuits have signed leases to move 
into the outdoor mall in a Jan. 3 
post to its Facebook page.

Jeff Preston, a managing partner 
at North American Development 
Group, the site’s developers, 
initially told the Beacon in a Jan. 8 
phone interview that the deal with 
Outback was “not 100 percent.”

But in an additional interview 
later that day, Preston said a lease 
has been signed with Outback.

“I have not heard that the site 
plan and final design has been 
approved by the tenant and the 
city,” he added. “I fully expect it 
to be done, but have not heard 
anything yet.”

In a Jan. 8 email, Mark Ely, the 
city’s community development 
director, wrote, “Outback is still in 
concept review, no city approvals yet.”

He added that Outback will be 
located on the vacant lot next to 
Pollo Tropical.

Elizabeth Watts, director of 
media and community relations 
for Bloomin’ Brands, Inc., which 
owns Outback, declined to confi rm 

that a lease had been signed with 
Seminole City Center.

“What I can confi rm is that we are 
interested in the area,” she said.

In a Jan. 8 email, Dale Johnson, 
director of development and 
construction for Primerica Group 
One, which is overseeing the site’s 
redevelopment for NADG, wrote, 
“The Outback Steakhouse addition 
to Seminole City Center dining 
has been in the works for some 
time. We expect construction to 
commence very soon.”

Preston also said the deal 
bringing The Lucky Dill to the 
Seminole City Center is now up in 
the air.

“There is no valid lease at this 
very moment,” he said.

City Manager Ann Toney-Deal 
announced that The Lucky Dill, 
along with several other retailers 
and restaurants, had signed a lease 
with the developers at the July 12, 
2016 City Council meeting.

Johnson wrote in a Jan. 8 email 
that though she hasn’t seen a lease 
with The Lucky Dill yet, “I was told 
that construction would commence 
by March.”

 Karen Wiewiura, a manager 
at The Lucky Dill’s Palm Harbor 
location said “there is no update at 
this time,” but indicated that the 

deal is moving forward.
According to a list of permits for 

businesses in the Seminole City 
Center provided by Ely on Nov. 
22, the Lucky Dill is in the “tenant 
build” phase. In a Jan. 8 email, Ely 
said the Lucky Dill’s owners have 
not picked up their permit from the 
city yet, though.

Pres ton  ca l l ed  prev ious 
announcements made by NADG 
about the Lucky Dill coming to the 
Seminole City Center an “error.”

“If you’re going to say The Lucky 
Dill is a done deal…that’s an 
erroneous statement,” he said. “I’m 
telling you what the real facts are.”

He added, “Unfortunately, there 
are a lot of challenges in The Lucky 
Dill. We’re working through it with 
the owners of The Lucky Dill. I’m 
hopeful we’ll get through it at the 
end of the day.”

In other news, the long-awaited 
Studio Movie Grill, an upscale 
theater that serves food and drinks, 
held its grand opening and VIP 
celebration Nov. 9.

“We love our new home and 
neighbors in Seminole and will 
continue to innovate our concept 
to offer the best in full-service, in-
theater dining for local residents,” 
said Studio Movie Grill CEO & 
Founder, Brian Schultz.

Outback Steakhouse the latest 
to join Seminole City Center

Photo courtesy of BLUFFS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Pictured are attendees of the recent Bluffs Business Association 
monthly after-hours mingle and ribbon-cutting, hosted by 
Charlotte Mullen of Strategic Financial Advisory Services. The 
next mingle will be Thursday, Feb. 8, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., at The 
Alley, 596 Indian Rocks Road, Belleair Bluffs. Businesses may 
bring a door prize and give a quick commercial. For information 
or to RSVP, call Bonnie Trembulak at 727-686-8797 or visit 
BluffsBusinessAssociation.com.

BBA meets

Jim Hobson
ASE Certifi ed 

Master Mechanic
ASE Advanced 

Engine Performance

Certifi ed Master Automotive Technician • 40 Years Experience

9660 Seminole Blvd., Suite B • Seminole, FL 33772
Next to Pinch-A-Penny & Snyders Transmissions

Oil Changes
Air Conditioning

Tune-Ups
Check Engine Light

Under the Hood
Under the Auto
Tires & Brakes

Heating & Cooling
Ignition & Electrical

Oil & Filter Special

Includes 24 Point 
Safety Inspection

We Work on
Mini Coopers

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00pm
Sat. 7:30-1:00pm

Pick up and Delivery Available

727-851-9838

We fi x all models Foreign & Domestic

Computer Reprograming Available for GM,
Chrysler & Ford Vehicles 1996-2014. 

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR TIRES AND BATTERIES
Just a few of the Brands we carry!

OUR PLEDGE TO YOU
We Only Do Necessary Work ... We Never Overcharge!

We Guarantee the Job will be Done Right.
We strive to maintain customer loyalty by providing quality automotive

repair, by keeping current with the latest automotive technology.

011818

Most Cars Foreign & Domestic
Expires 1-31-18

Did You Know 

We Service

A/C

$21.95$21.95

p

WE NOW 
OFFER FINANCING

011118

Come Visit Our Retail Store!
Fresh Orange, Grapefruit &

Tangerine Juice Made Daily • Gifts • Candy

 Marmalade • Handmade Fruit Sections

Homemade Key Lime Pie 

Our Signature Soft Serve Ice Cream

Made With Pure Orange Juice

1/4 Bushel $44.95
1/2 Bushel $61.95
Full Bushel $89.95

(Canada add $15 per package and
West of Mississippi $5 per package)

Our Prices are 
unbeatable!

shipping included ...
No hidden charges!
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Now Shipping Sugar Sweet Honeybells
& Seedless Ruby Red Grapefruit.

“From the trees to you, no middleman!”

HONEYBELLS ARE HERE!

Pinellas County’s largest and oldest fruit shipper and retail store.
Family owned and operated for over 50 years.

14423 Walsingham Road, Largo
(Just East of Indian Rocks Beach Bridge)

Monday-Saturday 8am-5:30pm 

727-595-5464 • www.yellowbanks.com

YELLOW
BANKS
GROVE

5 Lb. Bag
Seedless

RUBYRED 
GRAPEFRUIT

Reg. $8.95

$7.95

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

With Coupon
Exp. 01-31-18

5 Lb. Bag
Very Sweet Seedless

NAVEL ORANGES
Reg. $8.95

$7.95

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

With Coupon
Exp. 01-31-18

5 Lb. Bag
SUGAR SWEET

HONEYBELLS
Reg. $11.25

$10.25

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

With Coupon
Exp. 01-31-18
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Commissioner of Education Pam 
Stewart in a press release from the 
governor’s offi ce. “Excelling in high 
school opens doors to opportunities 
that provide students long-term 
benefits, and Florida’s steady in-
crease is promising for our state’s 
and students’ futures.”

Pinellas County officials noted 
another local accomplishment. The 
county has the third highest grad-
uation rate among the state’s eight 
largest school districts. And, the 
11-percentage-point increase since 
2012-13 is the highest increase 
among those eight districts. 

Neighboring Hillsborough Coun-
ty and Orange County had the 
second highest increase, each with 
an 8.8 percent hike in the last fi ve 
years. Hillsborough’s 2016-2017 
graduation rate was the same as 
Pinellas’ at 82.9 percent and Or-
ange County’s rate was 84.7 per-
cent.

Pinellas County also is doing bet-

ter than the state with hikes over 
the past fi ve years in the gradua-
tion rate for black students, His-
panic students and students with 
disabilities. The graduation for 
black students in the county in-
creased 3.8 percentage points to 
69.3 percent. Since 2012-2013, the 
graduation rate for black students 
in Pinellas increased 12.9 percent.

The statewide graduation rate 
among black students went up 
10.2 percentage points over the 
last fi ve years, going from 64.6 per-
cent in 2012-13 to 74.8 percent in 
2016-17.

The graduation rate for Hispan-
ic students in Pinellas increased 
6 percentage points to 81.3 per-
cent, matching the state’s Hispanic 
graduation rate. Since 2012-13, the 
graduation rate for Hispanic stu-
dents has increased 18.7 percent 
in Pinellas.

The statewide graduation rate 
among Hispanic students increased 
6.4 percentage points over the last 
five years, rising from 74.9 per-
cent in 2012-13 to 81.3 percent in 
2016-17.

The graduation rate for students 
with disabilities in the county in-

creased 8.7 percentage points to 
67.1 percent. The statewide gradu-
ation rate among students with dis-
abilities increased 13.7 percentage 
points, rising from 52.3 percent in 
2012-13 to 66.0 percent in 2016-
17.

Another area highlighted by local 
school offi cials was the graduation 
rate for English Language Learners, 
which increased 13.7 percentage 
points to 63.7 percent.

District officials also singled 
out two schools that received top 
marks. Palm Harbor University 
High School increased its gradua-
tion rate by 2.4 percent for a 97.6 
percent rate, the highest rate in 
Pinellas. Dixie Hollins High School 
in St. Petersburg had the greatest 
improvement with a 7.8 percent 
increase to 85.3 percent.

Thirteen of the district’s 16 tra-
ditional high schools increased 
their graduation rates from 2016 to 
2017, including:

• Boca Ciega High from 91.1 per-
cent to 91.5 percent.

• Clearwater High from 88 per-
cent to 89.5 percent.

• Dixie Hollins High from 77.5 
percent to 85.3 percent.

• Dunedin High from 85.8 per-
cent to 88.5 percent.

• East Lake High from 95.8 per-
cent to 97 percent.

• Lakewood High from 84.9 per-
cent to 89.5 percent.

• Largo High from 84.3 percent 
to 85.9 percent.

• Northeast High from 88.2 per-
cent to 90.9 percent.

• Osceola Fundamental High 
from 95.4 percent to 97.5 percent.

• Palm Harbor University High 
from 95.2 percent to 97.5 percent.

• Pinellas Park High from 86.9 
percent to 92.1 percent

• St. Petersburg High from 89 
percent to 92 percent

• Tarpon Springs High from 94.8 
percent to 95.7 percent

The three schools that had a de-
creased graduation rate were:

• Countryside High from 86.8 
percent to 83.4 percent; and

• Gibbs High from 84.4 percent 
to 84.2 percent.

• Seminole High from 96.6 per-
cent to 95.8 percent.

The Florida Department of Ed-
ucation pointed out that those 
not included in the graduation 
rate weren’t necessarily dropouts. 
Students are classifi ed as gradu-
ates, dropouts and non-graduates. 
Non-graduates include students 
who were retained but are still in 
school and those who received a 
certificate of completion or GED-
based diploma.

Of the 17.7 percent of students 
who did not graduate statewide, 
only 4 percent were dropouts.

“We want every Florida student 
to have access to a world-class 
education so they can succeed in 
the classroom and their future ca-
reers,” Gov. Rick Scott said.

He is recommending an increase 
in state funding for education for 
the sixth consecutive year.

“I look forward to working with 
the Legislature during the upcom-
ing session to make sure our stu-
dents have the resources they need 
to continue to build on this accom-
plishment for years to come.”

SHS launches Sports Career Institute
By TIFFANY RAZZANO

Tampa Bay Newspapers

SEMINOLE – This school year, 
Seminole High School launched 
a new program for students 
interested in pursuing a career in 
the world of sports – the Seminole 
Sports Career Institute.

SSCI stands out from other 
high school sports academies, said 
Charles Miller, the school’s head 
football coach and government/
global studies teacher who 
founded the program.

“Most of them are geared 
towards athletes becoming better 
athletes,” he said. “Our focus 
isn’t on the athletes. Our focus 
is on the kids who want to work 
in sports. The journalists. The 
coaches. The trainers.”

He added, “We did a lot of 
research while putting this 
together. To my knowledge, I 
don’t think anyone in the country 
is doing anything like what we’re 
doing.”

Miller said he initially came up 
with the concept in 2013, when 
SHS Principal Dr. Thomas Brittain 
“decided he wanted to create wall-
to-wall academies” at the school.

O t h e r  e l e c t i v e  m a g n e t 
programs at SHS include the 
iHawk Academy, the Engineering 
Academy, the Graphic Media 
Communications Academy, 
and the Center for Education & 
Leadership.

“For me, having a career in 

sports and sports being my 
passion, I wanted to create an 
academy that would give kids 
the opportunity to get real world, 
resume-building experience 
towards a career in sports while 
they were still in high school,” 
Miller said.

SSCI focuses on three career 
paths – sports broadcasting and 
journalism, sports medicine and 
training, and coaching.

Each path offers students 
hands-on experiences in their 
career of choice. In broadcasting 
and journalism, students are 

assigned roles as beat writers, 
photographers  and media 
specialists for each athletic team 
at the high school.

Students who opt for the 
coaching path take on coaching 
assistant roles for the various 
teams, helping out by filming 
practices and games, or compiling 
statistics.

Meanwhile, those interested 
in sports medicine, work as a 
trainer’s assistant, learning how to 
tape wrists and ankles, and how to 
assess injuries.

They’ve also brought in several 

guest speakers. So far, Ryan Bass, 
the sports anchor for Channel 
10 news, and Jeff Darlington, a 
SHS graduate who is a reporter 
for ESPN, have visited the SSCI 
students. Miller will bring in 
more speakers this school year, 
including Bobby Slater, the head 
athletic trainer for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, though a date isn’t 
set for his presentation yet.

All of these activities are 
completed in the students’ free 
time.

“So, you really have to be 
dedicated,” he said.

Next year, the program will 
add specifi c academic classes as 
requirements for each track.

Miller also stresses that 
students “don’t have to be an 
athlete” to join the program.

“You don’t have to be physically 
gifted,” he said. “This gives 
an outlet for kids who really 
love sports and enjoy sports, 
but maybe don’t play sports 
competitively. They’re able to still 
give their passion towards the 
sport in a different way. It’s been 
unbelievable.”

Currently, there are 50 students 
in the program, which was opened 
to upperclassmen for the fi rst year 
of enrollment. Moving forward, the 
program will be open to incoming 
freshmen only.

“That way they get to experience 
all four years with us,” Miller said.

For more information, visit 
seminolesportsacademy.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Seminole Sports Career Institute offers students real world 
experience in various sports career paths, including journalism, 
coaching and sports medicine.

Notebook
PCS hosts sessions 

on prekindergarten
The application period for Pre-K 

for 3-year-olds and Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten is Jan. 22-Feb. 2. 

PCS will hold six “LEAP into Pre-
K” events to help families prepare 
for Pre-K 3 and VPK and apply for 
a seat. LEAP into Pre-K events will 
take place from 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
following locations:

• Jan. 22 - Pinellas Park Elemen-
tary, 7520 52nd St. N., Pinellas Park.

• Jan. 23 - Campbell Park Ele-
mentary, 1051 Seventh Ave. S., St. 
Petersburg.

• Jan. 24 - Belleair Elementary, 
1156 Lakeview Road, Clearwater.

• Jan. 29 - Tarpon Springs El-
ementary, 555 Pine St., Tarpon 
Springs.

• Jan. 30 - Fairmount Park El-
ementary, 575 41st St. S., St. Pe-
tersburg.

• Jan. 31 - Eisenhower Elemen-
tary, 2800 Drew St., Clearwater.

Parents can attend any event to 
apply for available seats through-
out the district. 

For more information, call 727-
588-6513.

Daughters of Italy 
offer scholarships

CLEARWATER - Applications 
for a $1,000 scholarship are avail-
able through the Daughters of 
Italy Lodge #2825, the Clearwater 
chapter of the Order Sons of Italy 
in America. 

The applicant must be a Florida 
resident and of Italian descent. In 
addition to high school graduates, 
returning students as well as con-
tinuing students of higher educa-
tion are also eligible to apply.

To receive an application or for 
more information, call Robyn Rin-
berger, scholarship chairwoman, 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 727-
742-6473, or email robynrinberg-
er@gmail.com.  

The deadline for sending in com-
pleted applications with supporting 
documents is March 31.

SPC institute 
offers info sessions
ST. PETERSBURG – St. Peters-

burg College’s Workforce Institute 
offers a suite of non-degree train-
ing services and options that are 
affordable and accessible to both 
individuals and organizations. 

Upcoming information session 
will outline the certifi cates or certi-
fi cations that are offered. 

• Jan. 18, 6-7 p.m., Room 210 
at SPC’s Downtown Campus, 244 
Second Ave. N., St. Petersburg. 

• Jan. 31, 6-7 p.m., Room 217 
at SPC’s Midtown Campus, 1300 
22nd St. S., St. Petersburg. 

• Feb. 6, 11 a.m.-noon, Room 210 
at SPC’s Downtown Campus, 244 
Second Ave. N., St. Petersburg.

Reservations are requested, and 
interested parties can RSVP at web.
spcollege.edu/survey/25162. 

For more information, email seit-
er.sondra@spcollege.edu.

SCHOOLS, from page 1A 

Chart courtesy of FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Florida’s high school graduation rate has reached a 14-year high, going 
from 52 percent in 1988-1989 to 82.3 percent in 2016-2017.

Visit TBNweekly.com for more news from Pinellas County

Tell the Public about Your Services • call 727-397-5563

CHURCH AND TEMPLE

DIRECTORY

First Lutheran Church and School
Reaching Out-Building Up Christ’s Caring Community  

Saturday Worship 6:30PM-Contemporary 
Sunday Worship 9:30AM-Traditional
Bible Study, Sunday School, Nursery 

1644 Nursery Road Clearwater, FL 33756 
727-462-8000 • www.fl cclearwater.org 

Rev. Philip J. Rigdon, Senior Pastor 
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Getting Married? Already Hitched? Submit Your
2016 and 2017 Wedding Photos to be Published

Free in TBN’s monthly Bridal Guide.
For information, email lmosby@TBNweekly.com.

LL

Tampa Bay Newspapers

Bridal Guide
A monthly feature showcasing 
weddings across Tampa Bay.

Submit wedding photos of your special day.

For more information, contact Logan Mosby 
at 727-397-5563 or lmosby@tbnweekly.com

Including wedding planning tips 
and tricks from local experts.

• All wedding photos submitted for consideration must have taken place from 
   January 1, 2016 to present day.
• Couples must reside in Pinellas or Pasco counties.
• All photos submitted must be high resolution, at least 300 dpi.
• Submissions can include up to 10 photos for consideration.
• Submissions must include the couples fi rst and last names, wedding date, location and     
   name of the photographer.
• All submissions must be emailed to lmosby@tbnweekly.com. 
• For submissions with more than one photo, compressed fi les are recommended.
• There is no cost to submit photos, but all photos may not be published. Photos are selected
   at the discretion of Tampa Bay Newspapers editors.

Submission Guidelines:
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Is Oprah Winfrey 
seriously considering a 
run for the presidency 
in 2020?

If so, will Americans 
s u p p o r t  a n o t h e r 
celebrity politician with 
no political experience 
after the disaster 
known as Donald Trump?

If you ask me whether I would prefer having Trump or Oprah as a 
neighbor or a dinner companion, it is clearly Oprah. Ask me which one I 
would prefer having as president, the answer is neither.

I opposed Trump as president because I found him neither to be a 
Republican or a conservative. Most importantly, I found Trump to be 
uniquely unqualifi ed to be president. Nothing has happened in his fi rst 
year in offi ce to change my opinion.

I would oppose Oprah Winfrey for the same reasons. She is 
extraordinarily successful; so was Trump. She is a billionaire; so is Trump. 
She has no political experience; neither did Trump.

Politics may be the only career where experience is considered a 
weakness. I hope you don’t choose your heart surgeon using the same 
criteria.

For those who argue that Oprah could not do any worse than Trump, 
I would argue that it is a low standard on which to judge a candidate. In 
addition, we won’t know if Oprah would be better or worse than Trump 
until she holds the position.

Supporters of Oprah argue that she is far more likable than Trump. She 
has consistently been rated among the most admired women in America. 
So was Hillary Clinton, and that did not help her in her presidential 
campaign.

Although Winfrey has no formal political experience, she did help 
secure passage of what is known as the “Oprah bill,” or the National 
Child Protection Act, which set up a national database of convicted child 
abusers.

Winfrey has given away tens of millions to support various causes, 
including the construction of 60 schools in 13 nations. One of those 
schools was the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls in South 
Africa.

Winfrey has strong ties to two critical Democratic constituency groups, 
women and African-Americans. This could be an asset in a presidential 
race.

Even many Republicans see Winfrey as a strong candidate. Bill Kristol, 
editor of The Weekly Standard, stated that Oprah is “more sensible on 
economics than Bernie Sanders, understands middle-class Americans 
better than Elizabeth Warren, is younger than Joe Biden and nicer than 
Andrew Cuomo.”

Oprah Winfrey’s negatives are long. Will Americans support another 
celebrity candidate with no political experience, or will they see her as a 
left-wing version of Trump?

Voters often select someone who is the opposite of the person occupying 
the White House. Will Oprah be seen as more of the same?

As a longtime media personality, every statement Winfrey has ever made 
will be reviewed and analyzed. How many times will we hear: “And you win 
a car. Everyone wins a car?”

A recent piece by Robert Tracinski described Winfrey as “our nation’s 
premier snake oil salesman.” Gwyneth Paltrow pushed her coffee enemas, 
Suzanne Somers offered her hormone therapy and vitamin treatments, 
and Jenny McCarthy attacked vaccinations for children on Oprah’s show.

Oprah created Mehmet Oz as “America’s Doctor.” Dr. Oz has 
recommended so many controversial cures that his colleagues at Columbia 
University wrote an op-ed saying that over half of his recommendations 
lacked scientifi c underpinnings. “Many of us are spending a signifi cant 
amount of our clinical time debunking Oz-isms regarding metabolism 
game changers.”

Oprah is a successful person who has been a voice for the voiceless. Is 
that enough to qualify her as a presidential candidate?

Oprah’s elevation as a presidential candidate may simply signal the 
weakness of the Democratic Party and its pool of presidential candidates, 
just as Trump’s candidacy signaled the debacle that is now the Republican 
Party.

Darryl Paulson is Emeritus Professor of Government at USF St. Petersburg 
specializing in Florida politics and elections.
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In 2017 the United 
States witnessed 
over 65,000 overdose 
d e a t h s  f r o m 
narcotics. Florida is, 
in many respects, 
groundzero to this 
tragedy. Those deaths 
were our mothers, 
fa thers ,  s i s te rs , 
brothers, and neighbors in the prime of health and in the prime of 
economic productivity. How can the richest country in the world sustain 
more deaths from narcotic overdoses in one year than in the entire 
Vietnam war combined and not declare “war” on something or someone? 
The problem is “war on whom?”. Most of our overdose deaths come from 
abuse of prescription narcotics written in good faith by physicians who 
are doing their best to alleviate pain. Are we to declare war on the drug 
companies? Do we ban the manufacture of certain compounds like we 
did Quaalude’s in 1985? Can we legislate away the problem? The poppy 
plant, the source of heroin and morphine, has been around for thousands 
of years. Should we institute capital punishment as a deterrent as many 
countries do?

Opioid addiction is a disease, not a choice. It’s not a punishment from 
God or a test of willpower. Addiction is multifaceted and there is no “one 
size fi ts all” treatment model. People are not cars or machines and not 
everyone responds to the same treatment program. But the operative 
words are “treatment program.”

Chirlane McCray, wife of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
summarized it best when she said, “Opioid addiction is a mental health 
crisis, not a crime wave. Every opioid death is preventable, because 
addiction is treatable. But we need to shift from a culture of shame to one 
of treatment.” 

Medication (buprenorphine, Suboxone, Zubsolv and Bunavail), 
counseling and family therapy are the tripod of current treatment 
models. Successful treatment is based on years, not days or weeks. These 
treatments work, but are very diffi cult, if not impossible, to obtain on 
demand.

Addiction knows no race, sex or national origin boundaries. Not 
everyone addicted to narcotics is poor or without insurance. Even those 
with the best of fi nancial resources have diffi culty getting medical help 
when they are in narcotic withdrawal. Hospitals cannot, nor do they want 
to, prescribe Suboxone on demand. Yet would we turn away a diabetic in 
ketoacidosis or someone with chest pain from getting medical care? 

Access to health care is a basic human right. Access to timely health 
care must include geographic and provider availability. To that end we, 
as a society, must rethink the process in which we trust to take care of 
our loved ones. We must grow past the stigma of “you are just a dirty drug 
addict.”

We must look in the mirror.

Dr. George Kamajian is founder of the Largo Clinic, which is at 10500 
Ulmerton Road, Suite 360.

By the time this column appears in the 
middle of January many persons will already 
have become overwhelmed and a little tired of 
Oprah Winfrey. Not the real-life Oprah, who by 
most accounts is a thoroughly decent person, 
but tired of the 63 billion words that will have 
been spoken or printed in the last 10 days on 
only two subjects: Will Oprah run for president? 
If she does, will she be elected?

I don’t know the answers to those questions. 
So, I will instead comment on how to distinguish 
between American men and those from foreign 
countries, when all these fellows dress up 
fancy and are photographed speaking to lovely, 
hyperventilating female interviewers named 
Gloria Gushy at (for example) the 75th Golden 
Globe Awards ceremony of the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association.

Here’s how to tell the difference: the foreign 
dudes will stand quietly with their hands 
hanging at their sides, out of the way. In 
contrast, the American dudes will almost always 
shove one hand, or both, into their trouser 
pockets. Don’t ask me why. For years I’ve tried 
to fi nd out why. Maybe Oprah can tell me.

The Jan. 7 Golden Globes event will be 
remembered for several reasons. When Oprah 
was given the Cecil B. DeMille award, she gave 
a stirring speech about sexual harassment, 
racism and the need for a free and courageous 
press. If you wish, you can boot up her words 
on any of several websites, although most of 
them will require you to fi rst give your name 
and email address so that the website and its 
marketing department can hound you for years 

to come.
The best thing about Oprah’s passionate 

delivery was that not once did she mention 
Donald Trump, Harvey Weinstein or any other 
guardians of American idealism. She did not call 
for vengeance against scoundrels. Instead she 
drew pictures of a new and better day for women 
and minorities, both in Hollywood and outside 
the acting profession.

Each year as the Golden Globe and 
Oscar ceremonies are broadcast, I feel like a 
backwaters idiot for not having seen or even 
read about many of the nominated films, TV 
series and performers. But before I overwhelm 
myself with self-criticism I usually come to my 
defense by realizing that it’s virtually impossible 
for most persons – even admitted entertainment 
addicts – to keep track of the many productions 
that come our way in the course of an average 
year. There is simply too much going on.

The Golden Globes and Academy Award 
shows are a yearly blessing for those of us who, 
for any reason, do not keep abreast of what’s 
coming at us down the movie highway. All we 
need do, each year at this time, is read the 
summaries of which actor, director, producer 

and screenwriter captured the big prizes the 
night before. Then, at our leisure, we can choose 
the pictures we’d like to see during the coming 
months.

As in the past, the waiting for the Academy 
Awards night (this year it’s March 4) will give 
the critics and the movie fans a chance to 
predict who the big winners will be. In recent 
years many of the Golden Globe selections have 
also done well when the Oscars are given out. 
This year it will also allow more time for the 
controversy over “The Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri.”

Frances McDormand won “Best Actress” for 
her role in that fi lm, which also received three 
other Globes. But the movie’s portrayal of a 
racist cop has come under fi re on a number of 
points, none of which I’ll reveal here because I 
haven’t even come close to seeing the fi lm. But 
I intend to.

Getting back to Oprah: she is the fi rst black 
woman ever to receive the DeMille award, for her 
achievements in various fi elds. If she chooses 
to run against Donald Trump for the White 
House in 2020, I can’t think of any two opposing 
political candidates who would be less alike.

But I dread what may happen if she wins the 
Democratic nomination. Our country’s racist 
and right-wing devil dogs will try to tear her 
apart. The 2016 assault on Hillary Clinton will 
look like a picnic, in comparison.

Bob Driver’s email address is tralee71@
comcast.net.

Move on to change ethanol mandate
WASHINGTON – On the campaign trail, 

candidate Donald Trump embraced the 
federal mandate for ethanol in fuel – as many 
politicians, including Presidents Barack Obama 
and George W. Bush before him, did in the 
crush to grab votes in corn-rich Iowa.

As president, Trump has stuck by that 
campaign promise. But now free-market 
conservative groups and oil-state Republicans 
are pushing the administration to cut the corn 
cord.

For Ken Cuccinelli of the conservative group 
FreedomWorks, it’s a moral issue. As the former 
GOP Virginia attorney general sees it, the 
ethanol mandate, which is part of Renewable 
Fuel Standards adopted in 2005 and 2007, 
drives up the price of both fuel and food.

“Any time you are driving up the price for 
the necessities of life” the poor pay a higher 
percentage of their incomes for basic needs, 
Cuccinelli said.

Like many government programs that 
reality has mugged, the fuel standards 
started with good intentions. The idea was to 
reduce America’s dependence on fossil fuels 
by requiring that renewable ethanol and other 
biofuels be added to the mix – which also was 
supposed to reduce greenhouse gases.

Thing is, the government mandates that 
refiners pay so much for biofuels that some 
40 percent of U.S. corn is turned into ethanol, 
according to Scientifi c American, and much of 
the rest is exported.

And contrary to expectations, a 2014 
Government Accountability Offi ce report found 
that corn ethanol may lead to higher greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Environmentalists now see a mandate that 
has led to over-farming, and the environmental 
degradation that accompanies it.

Former Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., sent 
out a note last week in which he lamented 
that the RFS legislation he supported in 2007 

“has not stood the test of time.” The letter 
accompanied a report by the Rethink Ethanol 
coalition that focused on the law’s devastating 
unintended consequences.

So who likes the program? Big Corn, 
politicians who represent corn country and 
presidential hopefuls who want to win primaries 
and general elections in corn-rich Iowa.

Pro-ethanol pols aren’t afraid to remind 
candidates of their electoral clout. When U.S. 
Ambassador to China Terry Branstad was 
governor of Iowa, he used to warn presidential 
hopefuls, “Don’t mess with the RFS.”

To keep the president on the ethanol 
train, Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, has 
read Trump’s pro-ethanol remarks on the 
Senate fl oor. In the fall, when Grassley heard 
Trump’s Environmental Protection Agency was 
considering reducing the required renewable 
fuels, Grassley railed, “I’ll make sure the EPA 
hears loud and clear the impact the EPA’s 
proposal will have on Iowa’s corn and soybean 

farmers and biofuel producers.”
The old-school approach to ethanol, however, 

may be crumbling.
Cuccinelli faulted the assumptions that drove 

the 2007 regulations. Officialdom predicted 
that Americans would be increasingly reliant 
on foreign fuel and that the U.S. fuel supply 
would continue to drop. Fracking upended those 
assumptions, which now are “devoid of any 
market reality.”

The politics of ethanol are changing, too. 
Trump supported ethanol in 2016, yet lost 
the Iowa caucus to Sen. Ted Cruz, who braved 
conventional wisdom by opposing the scheme.

In December, Cruz and other oil-state 
lawmakers lobbied the White House for change, 
which could come from the EPA or Congress. 
Later Cruz told Fox News it was “a very positive 
and productive meeting.”

Liz Bowman, spokesperson for EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt, told the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal that Pruitt will continue to have 
discussions about forms “with regard to what 
we can realistically achieve, while following the 
statute.”

Scott Faber of the Environmental Working 
Group believes Pruitt has enormous discretion. 
After a decade fighting a good fix, Faber 
confessed, “It’s just really hard to see how you 
put together 60 votes in the Senate” to produce a  
form package that makes sense.

“I think this is one of the biggest question 
marks going into 2018 in the regulatory 
universe,” Cuccinelli opined. How viable will it be 
for Trump to hold onto a program that drives up 
food and gasoline prices because it’s supposed 
to be good for the environment, even though 
many environmental groups have turned against 
it?

Contact Debra J. Saunders at dsaunders@
reviewjournal.com or 202-662-7391. Follow @
DebraJSaunders on Twitter.

Driver’s Seat
Bob Driver

Some thoughts on the Age of Oprah President Oprah?
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So far, January hasn’t been too 
kind to fishermen. With another 
big cold front coming through this 
week it might be awhile before we 
see consistent fi shing in our area 
again. 

Lucky for us we have a great 
winter time fi shery. Speckled trout, 
drum (both redfish and black 
drum) as well as sheepshead are 
very cold tolerant.

Inshore, speckled trout fishing 
was just getting good again prior 
to last weekend’s cold front. Water 
temperatures of 62 degrees had 
trout feeding aggressively on both 
live bait and artificial lures. The 
productive pattern remains the 
same.  

Target sand directly adjacent to 
sparse grass beds. Many of the fi sh 
have been hanging shallow in 2 to 
3 feet of water. Bouncing a soft-

plastic jig off the bottom has been 
the best way to locate pods of trout 
and even when the pod has been 
located a properly retrieved jig will 
outfi sh a shrimp. 

However, one exception is if we 
get those clear calm conditions, 
you might be able to sight cast the 
trout as they move along the sand. 
The fi sh can be very spooky in this 
scenario, making a free-lined live 
shrimp your best bet.

Redfi sh numbers are on the rise 
and it seems that the most logical 
looking areas are holding some 

numbers of reds if not a small 
school. Clean water was hard to 
come by last weekend with all the 
wind. Most no-motor zone flats 
were too exposed and dirty to fi sh. 
However, lee-side shorelines did 
offer some cleaner water and a few 
redfi sh. Targeting long docks with 
plenty of grass around them proved 
to be a good pattern. Live select 
shrimp casted close to the dock will 
let you know quickly if there’s any 
redfi sh around.

Tyson Wallerstein can be 
reached at capt.tyson@hotmail.
com. To get a fish photo in the 
paper, send the photo along with 
your name, when and where 
it  was caught to editorial@
TBNweekly.com or mail it to Tampa 
Bay Newspapers, 9911 Seminole 
Blvd., Seminole, FL 33772.

TALLAHASSEE – The Flori-
da Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission is seeking input from 
the public about recently proposed 
regionally-specifi c bay scallop sea-
son dates.

The proposal was developed fol-
lowing a series of public workshops 
and meetings with community 
leaders before and after the 2017 
scallop season. The proposal will be 

brought back before the Commis-
sion at the Feb. 7-8 meeting in Tal-
lahassee for a fi nal public hearing.

If approved in February, the fol-
lowing regionally specifi c bay scal-
lop open season dates would be 
effective starting in 2018 and would 
extend into the future:

• Franklin County through 
northwestern Taylor County (in-
cluding Carrabelle, Lanark, and St. 

Marks): July 1 through Sept. 24 
every year.

The remaining portion of Taylor 
County and all of Dixie County (in-
cluding Keaton Beach and the Stein-
hatchee area): the third Saturday in 
June through Sept. 10 every year.

• Levy, Citrus and Hernan-
do counties (including Cedar Key, 
Crystal River and Homosassa): July 
10 through Sept. 10 every year.

Anglers looking forward to spring

FWC seeks input on scallop season

Fish Tales
Capt. Tyson 
Wallerstein

Photo courtesy of the TOWN OF BELLEAIR

The Belleair Parks & Recreation Department will host the 16th annual Belleair Sunset 5K & 
1 Mile Fun Run Saturday, Jan. 27, 5 p.m. Register online at Racehawk.com until Jan. 24 or in-
person at the Dimmitt Community Center, 918 Osceola Road in Belleair. Registration packet 
pickup will be held Friday, Jan. 26, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., at the Center. Visit www.belleairrec.com 
to view maps of the 5K and Fun Run courses. For more information, contact the Center at 
727-518-3728.

Register now for Belleair Fun Run

Outdoors Briefs 
McGough Park holds free raptor shows

LARGO – George C. McGough Nature Park, 11901 146th St. N., hosts 
free raptor shows at 1 p.m. each Sunday.

The show details the adaptations raptors use to exploit the natural 
world for their gain and will focus on themes, such as bald eagles, hawks, 
owls, falcons and Florida’s most common raptors.

A show focused on the park’s new vultures will be coming soon.
Donations to help care for the birds are welcome. 

McGough Park to host nature hike
LARGO – A guided nature hike will be offered Saturday, Jan. 20, 9 a.m., 

at McGough Nature Park, 11901 146th St. N., Largo.
Participants will walk through the woods seeking out animals. The hike 

is free but donations are kindly accepted. 
To preregister, call 727-518-3047.
 

Weedon to host walkabout
ST. PETERSBURG – A Weedon Walkabout will be offered Thursday, Jan. 

18, 9 to 11 a.m., at Weedon Island Preserve, 1800 Weedon Drive NE, St. 
Petersburg.

Participants will have an opportunity to hike through coastal mangrove 
and upland ecosystems of the preserve and learn about the coastal 
environment and the early residents of Weedon Island Preserve. A hat, 
closed-toe shoes and water are also recommended. The free program is 
best for ages 6 years and older. 

Advance registration is required. To register, visit www.
weedonislandpreserve.eventbrite.com. For information, call 727-453-6500.

Brooker to present Book Time
TARPON SPRINGS – Book Time at Brooker will be offered Thursday, 

Jan. 18, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., at Brooker Creek Preserve, 3940 Keystone 
Road, Tarpon Springs.

Designed for children ages 3 to 5, this free program connects attendees 
to the wonders of the natural world. In addition to hearing a great story, 
children will participate in a craft, game or other hands-on activity related 
to the story that is read. Space is limited. Preregistration is required. 

727-596-2995 • WeSellPinellas.com
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America’s Leading Discount Real Estate Company

We
Will Sell Your Home For As Low As

$2,995! PAID AT 
CLOSING

Rich Sells Seminole, The Beaches
and Surrounding Areas!

 73 Sales and Over $27 Million in 
Closed Sales Volume for 2017!

Top 1% in Sales in Pinellas County!

011818

Call Rich Rippetoe
at 727-902-1437

To View Today!

Experience
Counts ...
28 Years 

In The 
Business!

Rich Rippetoe

Sun Vista Realty
727-902-1437

RichRippetoe@gmail.com

Your Coastal Real Estate Connection Since 1990Your Coastal Real Estate Connection Since 1990
ULTRA MODERN 

REDINGTON SHORES WATERFRONT
Talk about Turn-Key! Completely Redone 
2BR/2BA Island Retreat on a Wide Canal on the 
Intracoastal with Deep Water! Attention Boaters! Amazing Covered lanai, Boat Dock and 
Lift! Contemporary Kitchen, Baths & Wood Flooring throughout. $599,900

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 
WATERFRONT TOWNHOME

End unit 2BR/2BA in Tranquil & Secluded 
Curlew Landings South! Blocks to the Gulf of 
Mexico. Tandem 2 Car Garage. Contemporary Floorplan with Vaulted Ceilings. Sleek & 
Effi cient Kitchen & 2 Waterfront Balconies to enjoy the Intracoastal Views! $349,900
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What’s Selling
in Pinellas County

2 Bedroom / 2 Bath / 1CG

Kenneth City $168,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath

Seminole $482,500

This home features tile roof, wood floors, updated kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances and much more.

Caroleanne Vorac
The Vorac Group

This 1,533 sq. ft. Mid-Century Modern style mainland home features a great 
waterfront location with a dock on a protected canal near Clearwater Harbor.

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath

Belleair $500,000
SOLD SOLD

Luxurious Craftsman-styled two-story pool home in the Harborview subdivision. 
Custom built in 2006 with over 2,700 sq. ft.

SOLD

The “Alvord Estate” in Harbor Oaks. Built and occupied by the original developing 
family in 1925. Spectacular waterfront features a pool and spa, multiple terraces for 
entertaining, guesthouse with full kitchen. Gracious living totaling 10,829 sq. ft.

5 Bedroom / 4 Full-2 Half Bath 

Clearwater $2,450,000
SOLD

Rich Rippetoe
Coldwell Banker - Sunvista Realty

Martha Thorn
Coldwell Banker/The Thorn Collection

Kerryn Ellson & Mary Ann McArthur
Coastal Properties

Real estate newsmakers
RE/MAX ACR Elite Group 

announces top agents for 2017 
BELLEAIR – RE/MAX ACR Elite Group Inc. recently honored its top 

agents for 2017.
Dorita Mayeux was the top agent in the offi ce with the highest sales 

volume in 2017. Regina Ruffner had the second highest sales volume, 
while Kelly Castellano/Peggy Phillips had the third highest sales volume 
in 2017. 

“Their absolute dedication and commitment to going the extra mile 
for their customers is part of the secret of their success,” said James 
Paxton in a press release. Paxton is the broker/owner of the offi ce. 

Downing joins 
Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate

CLEARWATER – Coldwell Banker Residential 
Real Estate recently announced the affi liation 
of Jim Downing with the Clearwater offi ce in 
Countryside. 

Downing is originally from Washington, D.C., 
and has a strong business and real estate back-
ground. 

“We are delighted he has affi liated with our 
offi ce and know he will provide truly remarkable 
real estate service,” said Julia Stander, manag-
ing broker, in a press release.

Allen joins Century 21 Real Estate Champions
MADEIRA BEACH – Century 21 Real Estate Champions recently wel-

come Edd Allen as a new agent.
According to a press release, Allen is proud to join the Century 21 

Real Estate Champions team in Madeira Beach. He is looking forward to 
helping clients fi nd their dream home or sell the home they have loved 
for a lifetime. 

Adamo & Associates recognizes 
top agents for December

SEMINOLE – Real-
ty Executives Adamo 
& Associates recently 
named its top agents 
for the month of De-
cember.

Pam Raymond was 
recognized as the top 
listing associate for the 
month. Pam Raymond 
was the top sales asso-
ciate. The Dicus-Harrison Realty Group was named the top sales team 
for December 2017.

Klein & Heuchan sells in-fi ll site in Largo 
LARGO – Klein & Heuchan Inc. recently represented KCD Associates 

LLC, the seller, in the sale of 15232 U.S. 19, N. in Largo. 
The buyer was BFJ Affi liated Properties of Florida LLC. This site was 

purchased by an affi liate of the Fuccillo Automotive Group for construc-
tion of their Nissan store. The property provides a very high traffi c count 
of over 70,000 vehicles per day and offers easy access and excellent visi-
bility. The sale price was $2,500,000. Bud Lytle of Klein & Heuchan Inc. 
handled this transaction.

“Our fi rm has handled this property for almost 30 years,” said Mark 
Klein, CEO and president of Klein & Heuchan, in a press release. “When 
the Fuccillo organization told us what they were looking for we were 
able to quickly zero in on the potential of this redevelopment site.”

Dorita Mayeux
Kelly Castellano/
Peggy PhillipsRegina Ruffner

Jim Downing

Lindsay Dicus-HarrisonPam Raymond
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By BRIAN GOFF

TBN Correspondent

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH – For 
years, residents of Tampa Bay have 
watched pirates invade the port of 
Tampa and witnessed the mayor 
of the city surrender and hand the 
keys over to the marauders. Now 
they are about to invade Indian 
Rocks Beach.

In Tampa, the invasion is 
called Gasparilla; in IRB, it will 
be Party Pirates on the Rocks. 
The invasion is the idea of IRB 
resident Stacy Myers, who for 
years participated in Gasparilla 
then realized it made more sense 
to do it closer to home.

“For the first few years we’d 
head over to Gasparilla across the 
bay and put 16 pirates on our 
boat,” she said. “That took a lot 
of gas and money. Then one year 
we froze so bad. It was so cold 
so I said let’s try doing it here on 
the island. Others had mentioned 
that they would like to do it here 
as well.”

Three years ago, Myers and 
her friends then began a modest 
version of what they will be staging 

this year. They dressed up as 
pirates and had a party at Jimmy 
Iguana’s in the Holiday Inn. That 
was the extent of it. Myers said her 
friends came out and celebrated 
mostly because they couldn’t go 
across the bay.

“Small boats just couldn’t hold 
enough gas to go across the Bay 
and take part in the invasion and 
make it back here,” she said. 
“That’s why we started to have the 
party on the same Friday evening 
as the beginning of Gasparilla.”

Now Myers and her friends up 
stepping it up a notch. The party 
at Jimmy Iguana’s will still be 
held on Friday, Jan. 26, and then 
on Saturday, Jan. 27, the day of 
Tampa’s festival, IRB invasion 
begins in earnest, with the fl otilla 
sailing down the Intracoastal 
Waterway to invade the city.

The IRB pirate invasion is 
expected to attract somewhere in 
excess of 200 people. 

“We have up to 20 boats 
that will gather at the Belleair 
Causeway and we’ll head down the 
Intracoastal, through the narrows 
and to Caddy’s Pub in Indian 
Shores. We’ll all dock there and 

invade the place,” she said.
After that the “invaders” will 

make their way back north and tie-
up at the IBB’s fl oating docks and 
from there will invade JD’s for an 

hour or so. 
From there they head over to 

Crabby Bill’s for yet another party.
When asked i f  al l  these 

establishments know they are 

coming, Myers said without a 
doubt.

“They are excited and are looking 
forward to us coming,” she said.

Helping Myers organize the 
event is Dav, “Hippy” Laramee. 
He’s no stranger to organizing 
events and has been an executive 
member of the Homeowners 
Association for some time. He 
says this pirate invasion will be 
good for the city.

“I think it will be great for the 
community,” he said. “A lot of 
people don’t want to make the long 
trip to Tampa so they will be able to 
join in and do it on a smaller scale 
here locally.”    

Laramee said the event will be 
a lot of fun and will help support 
local businesses.

“They are all happy to see us,” 
he said.

As for the “pirates,” Laramee said 
anyone can participate.

“I will have 28 people on my boat 
and a lot of them are from out of 
state,” he said. “They are people 
who know about Gasparilla and 
think it is a great thing. Everybody 
can enjoy the festivities.”

He said people can enjoy it even 

if they don’t dress up as pirates.
“We do have some pretty shifty 

pirates and some not so much,” 
he said. “Everyone is welcome 
whether in costume or not.  People 
who don’t have boats can hitch a 
ride. It is a way to celebrate our 
community without going to 
Tampa.” 

Laramee said the city of IRB is 
cooperating with the event as well.

“They are letting anyone who 
wishes to leave their boat docked 
overnight at the floating docks 
which they normally are not 
permitted to do,” he said.

Myers said while much of the 
event is patterned after Gasparilla 
there are differences.

“We’re not looking to form a 
crewe or anything like that,” she 
said. “There are no fees; it is just a 
fun community party.”

Laramee had another word 
about the event and Gasparilla.

“We’re not trying to outdo 
Gasparilla; that will never happen,” 
he said.

Anyone interested in joining in 
can get information on the group’s 
Facebook page “Party Pirates on the 
Rocks.” 

Pirates prepared to invade IRB for Gasparilla

By WAYNE AYERS

TBN Correspondent
 
MADEIRA BEACH – The city’s 

new paid parking system, which 
ties payment to license plates, 
offers a number of benefi ts – like 
ease of use by both residents and 
non-residents, the ability to track 
occupancy of parking space and 
effi cient enforcement.

It has also created confusion for 
motorists attempting to fi gure out a 
new system. 

New “how to” signs will soon be 
going up over the parking meters, 
which will lead parkers step-by-
step through the process, said 
Natalie Pick of Cale America, 
the company that makes the 
parking machines. Pick spoke 
of the benefits and addressed 
some of the problems of the new 
parking system at the Jan. 9 city 
commission meeting.

Pay-by-plate is the newest 
innovation in paid parking, Pick 
said. It follows previous pay-
and-display and pay-by-space 
technology with a system that ties 
everything to the license plate, she 

said. The process was rolled out in 
the U.S. in 2012. Pittsburgh was 
the first major location, where it 
has been “very successful,” said 
Pick.

Pick said the system is easier 
to use for residents, non-residents 
and the city. Residents, who park 
free, can be identified by their 
license plate number and given 
the free rate without needing to 
have a resident permit sticker in 
their car. Visitors can simply enter 
their license plate number, parking 
duration, payment and be on 
their way, says Chris Tarkenton, 
the city’s parking department 
supervisor. 

Mobile payment apps can also be 
used, which allow visitors to extend 
their parking time from their 
phone, while sitting on the beach or 
in a restaurant.

Visitors can also buy a prepaid 
parking card and use it whenever 
they want, without having to pay 
each time they park, Pick said.

“Pay-by-plate offers residents 
and visitors a seamless way to 
park,” said Pick. Also, the system 
allows easy enforcement by city 

staff, who capture license plate 
numbers using hand-held devices 
and get instant information on 
payment status for each car.

The new system has also been 
creating some confusion, according 
to Commissioner Terry Lister. 
That will be remedied soon, when 
signs explaining exactly how to 
use the system are placed over the 
parking machines, and information 
pamphlets are made available, Pick 
said.

“When you roll out something 
new, there’s going to be some 
confusion,” she said.

“You should have had the signs 
up when the meters were put up,” 
said Lister, who said he had seen 
people “getting frustrated, and 
getting back into their car and 
leaving.”

The signs have been printed, and 
will be put up soon, Pick promised. 
Then, residents, visitors and the 
city can enjoy the benefi ts of pay-
by-plate described by Tarkenton, 
who said the 29 new salmon-
colored parking stations are a vast 
upgrade from the ones residents 
are used to. 

City to challenge

recall effort

On the advice of the city 
attorney, the city will challenge 
the “legal suffi ciency” of the recall 
petitions to remove Commissioners 
Douthirt and Oakley from offi ce. 

City Attorney Ralf Brookes cited 
an opinion given by former City 
Attorney Erica Augello that the 
recall petition “was insuffi cient to 
allege malfeasance” or “a wrongful, 
unlawful or dishonest” act on the 
part of Douthirt or Oakley, when 
they voted to hire Walter Pierce 
as Budget Director. Douthirt and 
Oakley have both said they were 
acting on the advice of then-City 
Attorney Thomas Trask.

Brookes said a judge will decide 
whether the grounds are suffi cient 
for recall. The legal action would be 
fi led against the recall committee 
by the two commissioners. If the 
commissioners are victorious, and 
the judge rules the recall grounds 
are insufficient, Douthirt and 
Oakley are entitled to have their 
attorney’s fees reimbursed by the 
city, Brookes said.

Madeira parking system brings benefi ts, confusion

By WAYNE AYERS

TBN Correspondent

B E L L E A I R  B E A C H  – 
Replacement and repair of worn 
out equipment at the Bayside Park 
playground turned into a debate 
about its future at the Jan. 8 City 
Council meeting. 

Council members had a lively 
discussion about the playground 
equipment’s cost, its value to 
the city, changing demographics 
and whether the property would 
be better suited to another 
recreational use.

The playground equipment is 
rusted out, with pieces broken off 
and is a safety risk, said Interim 
City Manager Lynn Rives. The city 
is required to maintain the park as 
part of a grant agreement dating to 
the 1990s, Rives said. He said the 
city “will be spending $46,000 on 
the playground, with the council’s 
approval.”

Council members questioned the 
expense, and the playground’s role 
in a changing environment. Council 
Member Pamela Gunn asked why 
the city could not just remove the 
playground equipment “so we don’t 
run into this liability and safety 
issue down the road.” 

Gunn said she questioned 
“spending almost $50,000 when 
we have so much neglected 

infrastructure.”
Gunn also wanted to know how 

many people use the playground 
and if they are from Belleair Beach. 
She also had concerns about the 
city’s liability connected to the 
playground.

City Attorney Paul Marino 
said the city’s insurance would 
cover the playground’s use. He 
also said, “There are a lot of 
young people with kids in this 
city who take advantage of that 
playground.” 

Marino reminded the council 
that Bayside Park’s upkeep is 
mandatory. Options to simply 
maintain the playground or 
enhance it were included by 
Rives for the council to consider. 
He recommended “leaving the 
park as is, and just replace and 
repair the equipment in place as 
needed.”

The council should consider 
el iminating the playground 
altogether, said Council member 
Rob Baldwin.  That  would 
open up options for other park 
improvements that would be of 
more benefi t to more residents, he 
said.

Rives was uncertain whether the 
city would be allowed, under the 
terms of the original grant, to take 
out the playground equipment.

Council Member John Pietrowski 

disagreed with the idea of removing 
the playground.

 “We definitely need to have 
something there for the kids,” he 
said. 

“We do have more young families 
moving in,” Schwerer added. 

Mayor Leslie Notaro said she 
favored adding exercise equipment. 

“We can do a lot of different 
exercises,” said council member 
Julie Chandler.

Chandler asked whether the 
majority of council members 
wanted a playground or not. 

A common concern was the cost. 
“I’d like to look at cheaper 

options,” said Gunn. 
“I could go with that,” Chandler 

said.
Resident Glenn Gunn, who is 

running for a council seat, said the 
city’s demographic makeup has 
become older since the 1990s, and 
the average age of the citizens is 
now 56-plus. Based on that, “We 
should be adding more fitness 
equipment, stretching bars, and 
chin-up bars.”

“The greatest playground in the 
world is 500 yards away. It’s called 
the beach,” Gunn said.

Mayor Notaro said the city 
attorney would check the grant 
contract for the park “and fi nd out 
what we are required to do. Then 
we will talk more about this.”

Belleair Beach council debates 
the future of park playground

Photo SUBMITTED

Stacy Myers, shown in front in the gray hat, is organizing a pirate 
invasion of IRB during the celebration of Gasparilla Pirate Festival 
Jan. 27. The lineup of pirates is called the “Treasure Chests.” 

011818

www.CanCareClinic.com

www.BayAreaMed.com
www.CanCareClinic.com

www.BayAreaMed.com
We Accept Medicare

Americans & Canadians

Cardiology / Internal Medicine / Family Practice

Nous palons 
Francais! 010418

110917

Largo Foot and Ankle Center
1680 West Bay Drive, Largo, FL

727-586-3668

Toenail Fungus?
Laser Solution!

Laser Nail Fungus Treatment 
kills the fungus that lives in 
and under the toenail. The laser 
light passes through the toenail 
without causing damage to 
the nail or the surrounding 
skin. There is a warming sen-
sation and some patients may 
feel a pinprick. Just walk in 
and walk out. The laser nail 
fungus procedure only takes 
15-20 minutes. Shoes and nail 
polish can be worn immedi-
ately after the treatment.

Dr. Dale R. Monast
Podiatric Physician & Surgeon

largofootdoctor.com
Board Certifi ed in Foot and Ankle Surgery

Diplomate of the American Board of Podiatric Surgeons

F.D.A.
Cleared
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SUNSET POINT • 23988 U.S. Hwy. 19 N. • (727) 441-3591

Ft. Harrison Ave. • (727) 581-7472

Pasadena Ave. • (727) 347-2938

ST. PETERSBURG

(727) 522-3692

PALM HARBOR

(727) 787-1866

ZEPHYRHILLS

(813) 788-7833

PORT RICHEY

(727) 848-4746

BROOKSVILLE

(352) 597-9689

SPRING HILL

(352) 200-2034

PLANT CITY

(813) 754-4813

NORTH TAMPA

(813) 935-0824

SUN CITY CENTER

(813) 634-8451

BRITTON PLAZA

(813) 831-9442

BRANDON

(813) 681-4046

INVERNESS

(352) 726-1916

HOMOSASSA

(352) 621-8000

ELLENTON

(941) 722-7200

BRADENTON

(941) 747-6966

PORT CHARLOTTE

(941) 623-4918

NORTH SARASOTA

(941) 355-3800

SOUTH SARASOTA

(941) 922-6028

VENICE

(941) 451-5070

N. LAKELAND

(863) 682-1965

S. LAKELAND

(863) 646-6663

WINTER HAVEN

(863) 297-8000

27 Locations in the Tampa Bay area
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Events  •  Movies  •  Classifi eds

Diversions
Largo Leader, Section B, January 18, 2018 • Visit www.TBNweekly.com

• “Mike Hammer: Encore for Murder,” Jan. 18 through Feb. 3, 
in Murray Theatre at Ruth Eckerd Hall, 1111 McMullen Booth Road, 
Clearwater. Tickets start at $35. For tickets and performance times, 
call 727-791-7400 or visit www.rutheckerdhall.com. This is the world 
premiere of an all-new mystery play that features bullets, Broadway 
and babes. In the style of the 1940s radio plays, “Mike Hammer En-
core for Murder: stars Gary Sandy (“WKRP in Cincinnati”) as Mike 
Hammer, the toughest PI of all, who draws a seemingly routine as-
signment – playing bodyguard to diva Rita Vance on the eve of her big 
Broadway comeback. 

• “Rumors,” by Neil Simon; Jan. 18-28, 2018, at Francis Wilson 
Playhouse, 302 Seminole St., Clearwater. Performances are Thurs-
day through Saturday, 8 p.m.; and Sunday, 2 p.m. Tickets are $26 
for adults and $15 for students with current ID. Call 727-446-1360 
or visit www.franciswilsonplayhouse.org. Four well-to-do couples are 
invited to the 10th anniversary celebration of Charlie and Myra Brock. 
They arrive at intervals to the party, only to fi nd a rapidly developing 
set of unexpected, unlikely, and disturbing circumstances. Suddenly, 
eight successful professionals become eight scrambling lunatics run-
ning for cover, and turning on each other at a moment’s notice. This 
hilarious farce by Broadway’s most prolifi c playwright wrings laughter 
out of every twist and turn, culminating is a breathless comedic con-
clusion.

• Steve Martin and Martin Short, Friday, Jan. 19, 7 p.m., at The 
Mahaffey, 400 First St. S., St. Petersburg. Tickets start at $95. Call 
727-893-7832 or visit themahaffey.com. Martin and Short have fa-
mously shared the spotlight in fi lms like “Three Amigos” and “Father 
of the Bride” and are now on the road together, sharing their latest 
collaboration with fans around the country.  

• Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival, Friday, Jan. 19, 8 p.m., at 
Central Park Performing Arts Center, 105 Central Park Drive, Largo. 
Tickets start at $24.50. Call 727-587-6793 or visit largoarts.com. The 
Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival is an authentic, cultural presenta-
tion of Russian songs, balalaika music and Russian folk ballet in au-
thentic Russian style, language and costumes. The company features 
professional musicians who are conservatory graduates as well as 
professional Russian dancers. The program will include Russian songs 
performed by Nikolai Massenkoff. 

• The 24th annual St. Pete Beach Corey Area Craft Festival, 
Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 20-21, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Corey Av-
enue in St. Pete Beach. For information, visit www.artfestival.com. 
American Craft Endeavors is continuing an annual spring tradition 
with the 24th annual St. Pete Beach Corey Area Craft Fair, bringing 
contemporary crafts from more than 100 of the nation’s most talented 
artisans to this free community event. A variety of jewelry, pottery, 
ceramics, photography, painting, clothing and much more, all hand-
made in America, will be on display. An expansive Green Market with 
plants, orchids, exotic fl ora, handmade soaps, gourmet spices and 
freshly popped kettle corn further compliments the weekend, blending 
nature with nurture. 

Top fi ve diversions

Photo by DAVID JAMES/WARNER BROS.

Geoff Stults, left, stars as Sean Coffers and Chris Hemsworth as Captain Mitch Nelson in Alcon Entertainment’s, Black Label Media’s and Jerry 
Bruckheimer Films’ war drama “12 Strong,” a Warner Bros. Pictures release.

Opening this weekend
Heist action fl ick ‘Den of Thieves’ hits theaters; Hemsworth leads cast in ‘12 Strong’

Compiled by LEE CLARK ZUMPE

Tampa Bay Newspapers

A number of new movies will hit theaters this week, including the follow-
ing fi lms opening in wide release:

‘Den of Thieves’

Genre: Action
Cast: Gerard Butler, Pablo Schreiber, O’Shea Jackson Jr., Evan Jones 

Brian Van Holt and Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson
Director: Christian Gudegast
Rated: R
“Den of Thieves” is a gritty Los Angeles crime saga which follows the 

intersecting and often personally connected lives of an elite unit of the LA 
County Sheriff’s Dept. and the state’s most successful bank robbery crew 
as the outlaws plan a seemingly impossible heist on the Federal Reserve 
Bank of downtown Los Angeles.

‘12 Strong’

Genre: Drama and war
Cast: Chris Hemsworth, Michael Shannon, Michael Pena, Navid Negah-

ban, Trevante Rhodes, Geoff Stults, Thad Luckinbill, Austin Stowell, Ben 
O’Toole, Austin Hebert, Kenneth Miller, Kenny Sheard, Jack Kesy, Laith 
Nakli, Fahim Fazli, Yousuf Azami, Said Taghmaoui, Elsa Pataky and Wil-
liam Fichtner

Director: Nicoli Fuglsig
Rated: R
“12 Strong” is set in the harrowing days following 9/11 when an elite 

U.S. Special Forces unit, led by their Captain, Mitch Nelson (Hemsworth), 
is chosen to be the fi rst U.S. soldiers sent into Afghanistan for an extreme-
ly dangerous mission in response to the attacks.  

Leaving their families behind, the team is dropped into the remote, rug-
ged landscape of northern Afghanistan, where they must convince General 

Rashid Dostum (Navid Negahban) to join forces with them to fi ght their 
common adversary: the Taliban and their Al Qaeda allies.  

In addition to overcoming mutual distrust and a vast cultural divide, the 
Americans – accustomed to state-of-the-art warfare – must adopt the ru-
dimentary tactics of the Afghan horse soldiers. Despite forming an uneasy 
bond and growing respect, the new allies face overwhelming odds: vastly 
outnumbered and outgunned by a ruthless enemy that does not take pris-
oners.

The following will open in limited release. It may be several weeks before 
these fi lms appear in local movie theaters.

Photo by JACOB YAKOB/ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

Jessica Rothe and Alex Roe star in “Forever My Girl.”

Photo courtesy of AMERICAN CRAFT ENDEAVORS

Festivalgoers can expect to fi nd a vast array of artistic media at the 
24th annual St. Pete Beach Corey Area Craft Festival running Jan. 
20-21 on Corey Avenue and Gulf Boulevard in downtown St. Pete 
Beach.

See OPENING, page 3B 

Our Flooring is in 
Stock and Ready 

For You!
WAREHOUSE SAVINGS ON

CARPET • WOOD

TILE • VINYL

CERAMIC • LAMINATE

10025 ULMERTON ROAD, LARGO • 727.582.9400

REMNANT REMNANT BLOWOUT!BLOWOUT!
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Since 2003

R E S T A U R A N T
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Serving All Homemade • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

New York Steak & Shrimp

All Day Everyday Build Your Own Omelet
3 Extra-Large eggs, any 3 items (17 options to choose from)

Served with your choice of potatoes or grits or fruit and toast.

2 Eggs with Corn Beef Hash, Home Fries & Toast
Offer Good Through 1/28/18

$595

$555

Includes soup or salad, vegetable, homemade bread, potato and dessert.

Early Bird Specials
10 Choices to Choose From

Mon.- Fri.

11am-5pm $795

$995

$895

Served with your choice of soup or salad,
potato and vegetable and dessert.

Served with your choice of soup or salad,
potato and vegetable and dessert.  No sharing.

Every Friday 11am-8pm

All-You-Can-Eat Cod
Every Friday 11am-8pm

Fresh Prime Rib (Black Angus)

$1495
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday
Includes soup or salad, vegetable, potato,

homemade bread and dessert.
Dine in only. Not valid with any other offer.

Full Liquor Bar Available Good Through 1/28/18

788  N. Missouri Ave. • Largo
727-584-7330 • LargoFamilyRestaurant.com

Karaoke Sundays $1 Margaritas 
5-8:30pm. Offer expires Sunday, 2/4/18
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$1 Drafts, $2 Bottle Beer,
$2 Glass of Wine & $3 U call it

Drink Specials
Every Day 2-5pm

77
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LARGO FAMILYLARGO FAMILYVisit Our 

NEW SHOWROOM on Ulmerton

www.shorelinepavers.com

727.408.5258

Showroom open Monday-Friday 9am-4pm
Saturday 10am-3pm • Closed Sunday

New Showroom:  9445 Ulmerton Road, Largo
Manufacturing Location:  8998 130th Ave., Largo
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Interlocking Brick Pavers • Pools • Waterfall Kits 

Pergolas • Firepits • Pool and Spa Tile Collection 

Travertine Pavers and Tile • Retaining Wall Block

Tiki Huts • Black Diamond Coatings Inc™
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SPB Community Center 
to present Music in the Afternoon 

ST. PETE BEACH – Music in the Afternoon will be offered Sundays, Jan. 
28, Feb. 25 and March 25, 2 to 4 p.m., at the St. Pete Beach Community 
Center, 7701 Boca Ciega Drive, St. Pete Beach.

The event will feature light refreshments and plenty of dancing and so-
cializing to the classic music of the Rhythm Kings. 

For information, visit www.spbrec.com or call 727-363-9245.
 

Snapper’s Grill & Comedy Club 
to welcome Lindsay Glazer 

PALM HARBOR – Stand-up comedian Lindsay Glazer will headline a 
comedy show on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., at Snapper’s Grill & 
Comedy Club, 36657 U.S. 19 N., Palm Harbor.

The Valentine’s Day show will feature Glazer’s signature brutal honesty 
and her comedic take on a wide range of hot-button issues like dating, 
marriage and the hookup culture. Singles, couples and people whose re-
lationship status is complicated, are invited to celebrate the evening by 
enjoying Glazer’s irreverent and unapologetic stand-up performance.

Glazer has been rising in the comedy scene. She has toured the coun-
try and performed in more than 30 cities, including at the world-famous 
Laugh Factory on Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles. Demand for Glazer 
continues to grow, as she is scheduled to make another signifi cant appear-
ance at a famous venue on March 15, when she performs at the Comedy 
Central Stage in Los Angeles for Sit ‘n Spin.

Tickets for the Valentine’s Day show are currently on sale. Visit lindsay
glazer.com/tickets.

RTP to present new plays at Studio@620
ST. PETERSBURG – The Radio Theatre Project has a roller coaster of 

emotions in store when it opens the new year with original, new plays on 
Monday, Jan 22, 7 p.m., at TheStudio@620, 620 First Ave. S., St. Peters-
burg.

“Pests in the House” by Nicholas Penrake is a tale of bed bugs and mur-
der. “To Mr. Wilson, c/o Shapiro & Gold” by Aleks Merilo takes an eerie 
look at student/teacher relationships and their consequences. Brutal hon-
esty emerges in “White Cop/Black Kid” by Thom Molyneaux. Audiences 
will leave laughing with “Look Alive” by Bara Swain. 

The RTP ensemble is joined by some favorite guest actors such as Lisa 
Tricomi, Colleen Cherry and Jim Sorensen. Matt Cowley will be back with 
his sound effects magic.

Admission is $10. Visit www.studio620.org or call 727-895-6620 for 
more information.

New play ‘Gladiola’ to premiere 
at The Studio@620

ST. PETERSBURG – “Gladiola,” a new play by local playwright Colleen 
Johnson, will run Jan. 25 through Feb. 4, at TheStudio@620, 620 First 
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

Performances will be Thursday and Friday, Jan. 25-26, 7 p.m.; Satur-
day and Sunday, Jan. 27-28, 2 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, Feb. 2-3, 7 
p.m.; Saturday, Feb. 3, 2 and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Feb. 4, 2 p.m. Admis-
sion is $25. 

A preview performance will take place Wednesday, Jan. 24, 7 p.m. Tick-
ets for this show only are $15.

Directed by Christopher Rutherford, “Gladiola” explores the concept of 
later life divorce – sometimes called “silver divorce” – and the effect it has 
on older couples and their loved ones. The piece examines the role of mar-
riage in society – whether marriage is necessary to have a fully integrated 
life and whether an unhappy marriage is preferable to none at all. The 
main character must decide what is more valuable to him, a supportive 
and caring friendship or a damaged romantic relationship. His grown chil-
dren face their own struggles as a result of the sudden instability of their 
parents’ 30-year marriage.

Johnson wrote “Gladiola” as the fi nal dissertation for her master’s pro-
gram at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, King’s College London. This 
project received a distinction, the highest mark possible, from professors at 
RADA and King’s College.

After a reading in May 2017, the play has been further developed for this 
fi rst fully staged production.

Johnson theater addiction began in seventh grade, when she played 
Peep-Bo in “The Mikado.” Favorite roles include Belinda in “Noises Off,” 
Olga in “Three Sisters” and The Woman in “Laughing Wild.” Unable to 
choose between her two great passions, writing and acting, Johnson pur-
sued a master’s degree in text and performance from London’s Royal Acad-
emy of Dramatic Art. She is currently an editor for a television network.

Tarpon Springs Public Art Committee 
awards grants

TARPON SPRINGS – The Tarpon Springs Public Art Committee recently 
awarded grant funding to two local deserving groups. 

The available grant funds were part of the Art for Charity program 
through which the Ama mermaid sculpture, located on the water’s edge 
in picturesque Craig Park, was purchased. The committee purchased 
the bronze sculpture from Koh-i-Noor, a European art supply company, 
and through their special program, Koh-i-Noor donated one-third of the 
purchase price back to local organizations in our area, which the Tarpon 
Springs Public Art Committee distributed through a grant process. After 
receiving and reviewing the applications, the committee selected and 
awarded the grant funds to the Unitarian Universalist Church’s Charity 
Quilters and the Tarpon Springs Art Association. 

The UUnique Quilters makes fabric and yarn items, such as hats, 
scarves and quilts, for deserving people. The initially small group has 
grown to 22 community members who meet weekly, and have provided an-
nually an average of 200 quilts, 65 knit hats, 35 sweaters, 100 girls dress-
es, and 40 toiletry bags to those in need.  Local recipients have included 
Advocates Against Human Traffi cking, Church on the Bayou Migrant 
Ministries, Citizen’s Alliance for Progress, Metropolitan Ministries in Hol-
iday, Shepherd Center, Sunset Hills Elementary School, Tarpon Springs 
Elementary, Tarpon Springs Affordable Christmas Event, Walton Place 
Nursing Home, Wellness Ministries, and individual Tarpon families. The 
grant award of $4,355 will help the organization to expand and continue 
their great work in not only this community, but in other countries as well.

The Tarpon Springs Art Association provides art instruction for children 
at the Boys & Girls Club every month. Each art class educates the children 
involved by focusing on a famous artist, showing a piece of their work, and 
allowing the kids to be introduced to the medium used and get an oppor-
tunity to explore using that medium. As many as 75 children participate in 
each class, allowing exposure to visual art that they may not otherwise re-
ceive. The association provides all materials needed: paint, pencils, brush-
es, paper, canvases, wood, pastels, chalk, frame, etc. The grant award of 
$1,451 will help offset the cost of materials and allow the association to 
continue its valuable arts education programs for children in the area.

  

One Act Plays Festival 
seeks local playwrights, directors 

TARPON SPRINGS – Tarpon Arts and producer Rick Kastel are extending 
an invitation to novice, emerging or accomplished local playwrights, direc-
tors and actors to participate and perform in the 2018 One Act Plays Festi-
val, Tampa Bay’s premier production of one-act plays. 

The festival has been popularly produced at various Tampa Bay loca-
tions for several years and Tarpon Arts is thrilled to be welcoming it back 
for the second year to the Tarpon Springs Performing Arts Center stage, 
July 19-22.

 The festival will consist of 10 short one-act plays, approximately 5 to 
15 minutes in length, chosen by a volunteer selection committee from all 
script submissions received. Playwrights may submit up to three one-act 
plays for consideration to appear as featured productions. Once the volun-
teer selection committee has chosen the 10 plays to be performed, they will 
then be matched up with interested directors and actors to fi ll the roles 
and will begin rehearsals to prepare for the four-day festival. 

“For people who have always thought they might like to be on stage 
but were afraid of trying to memorize the lines in a full-length play, 
here’s a good place to dip your feet into the water,” said Kastel in a press 
release. To be considered for inclusion, all script submissions must be 
electronically submitted no later than April 8. Those interested in being a 
member of the volunteer selection committee as well as all interested direc-
tors, actors and set designers can get all necessary information on being a 
part of the festival online at TarponArts.org/oapfsubmit. 

For additional information, email 2018oapf@gmail.com. Those interest-
ed in attending this popular festival as a patron will be able to purchase 
tickets in February.

Mahaffey to present Pink Martini, China Forbes
ST. PETERSBURG – Pink Martini with 

singer China Forbes will take the stage Tues-
day, Jan. 23, 7:30 p.m., at The Mahaffey, 
400 First St. S., St. Petersburg.

Tickets start at $39.50. Call 727-893-7832 
or visit themahaffey.com.

For more than 20 years, Pink Martini has 
toured the world, providing an around-the-
world musical adventure singing in 22 lan-
guages at opera houses, concert halls, fi lm 
festivals, museums and fashion shows. Fans 
know the musical group that formed in 1994 
was known as a “little orchestra,” mixing 
many genres including classical, Latin, jazz 
and classic pop.  

Equally at home performing its romantic, 
multi-lingual repertoire on concert stages 
and in smoky bars, Pink Martini draws a 
wildly diverse crowd. The ensemble made its 
European debut at the Cannes Film Festival 
in 1998 and in the years following toured 
throughout Europe, Turkey, Taiwan, Leba-
non and the United States.

“We’re kind of like musical archaeologists, 
bringing melodies and rhythms from different 
parts of the world together to create something which is modern,” says 
founder and pianist Thomas M. Lauderdale in a biography provided by 
Wrasse Records. “It’s like an urban musical travelogue .... and I think as 
citizens of the world and in a sense as musical ambassadors for the United 
States, we must always strive to study the languages, customs, and histo-
ries of other countries. We’re very much an American band, but we spend 
a lot of time abroad, in Europe, in Turkey, in Lebanon and therefore have 

the opportunity to demonstrate that Americans are indeed serious about 
engaging in a dialogue with the rest of the world.”

The ensemble has come a long way since Thomas Lauderdale found-
ed Pink Martini in 1994 to provide more beautiful and inclusive musical 
soundtracks for political fundraisers for causes such as civil rights, afford-
able housing and the environment. In 2014, Pink Martini was inducted 
into both the Hollywood Bowl Hall of Fame and the Oregon Music Hall of 
Fame.

Photo courtesy of THE MAHAFFEY

Pink Martini with singer China Forbes performs Jan. 23 at The Mahaffey.
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Aries
March 21 – April 19

Aries, if a special opportunity 
or circumstance comes your 
way, jump at the chance to be 
a part of it. Such opportunities 
might not come along too often, 
so enjoy the ride. 

Taurus
April 20 – May 20

Taurus, a newfound devotion 
to exercise may improve your life 
in many different ways. If you 
have been vacillating on whether 
or not to embrace a new lifestyle, 
just do it.

Gemini
May 21 – June 21

An unexpected situation has 
put you out of your element, 
Gemini. For now you can sim-
ply go with the fl ow and see how 
things work out. Don’t let this 
get the better of you.

Cancer
June 22 – July 22

Cancer, dabbling in a few dif-
ferent projects may give you a 
unique perspective and the in-
spiration to take things in a new 
direction. Keep putting out those 
feelers.

Leo
July 23 – August 22

Leo, you have just about sold 
one of your ideas and now it’s 
just a matter of being patient. 
Soon the results will support 
your vision, and you can enjoy 
the fruits of your labors.

Virgo
August 23 – September 22

Let other people’s perceptions 
roll off you like water off of a 
duck’s back, Virgo. To get the 
full picture, you need to immerse 
yourself and make up your own 
mind.

Libra
September 23 – October 22

Libra, take a few steps back 
and think about whether or 
not a new approach is needed 
regarding a specifi c situation. 
Thinking logically instead of 
emotionally may help. 

Scorpio
October 23 – November 21

Scorpio, take a day to re-
charge your batteries if you 
feel your energy stores are 
running low. You may not 
need an extended vacation to 
do so, just a day to relax. 

Sagittarius
November 22 – December 21

Sagittarius, looking within 
yourself can help you get a 
grasp on your situation and 
your future. Make the most 
of this introspection and use 
it as a catalyst for positive 
change.

Capricorn
December 22 – January 20

Take certain things with a 
grain of salt, Capricorn. Until 
you can fl ush out the facts, there 
is no point in worrying or pass-
ing judgement. Be patient and 
things will come to light. 

Aquarius
January 21 – February 18

Find more time to explore an 
important relationship, Aquar-
ius. Don’t overlook the impor-
tance of date night. Make time 
for this important person even if 
it requires sacrifi ces.

Pisces
February 19 – March 20

Pisces, do something unex-
pected this week and watch as 
those around you are inspired 
by your willingness to try new 
things.

Across 
 1. Methaqualone pill (slang)
 5. Religious service
 9. Woodland gods (Greek myth.)
11. “Where Is My Mind?” rockers
13. Deliberately contrary states of affairs
15. Infl ection of the voice
16. “Great Expectations” character
17. Becomes a butterfl y
19. Spoke
21. Tennis player Sharapova
22. Midway between northeast and east
23. Afrikaans
25. No instruction set computing
26. Pacifi c Standard Time
27. Relaxing places
29. Confi scates
31. Gladys Knight’s fellow performers
33. Witnesses
34. Taking place in a series
36. Satisfy
38. Freshwater fi sh of N. America
39. Laments
41. “Girls” creator Dunham
43. Indian title of respect
44. Cocoa plum
46. Network of nerve cells
48. Link together in a chain
52. Cool 70s crew “The __ Squad”
53. Persons engaging in energetic 

pursuits
54. Accumulation of glacial debris
56. Fastened
57. A cotton fabric with a satiny fi nish
58. Whiskey and bread are two
59. Scottish tax

Down
 1. Rope used to lasso
 2. Idyllic places
 3. Field force unit
 4. Guitar great Clapton
 5. Slang for type of skirt
 6. Figure skating jump
 7. Innocent
 8. Mathematical ratio
 9. Slowly drinks
10. Line where edges meet
11. Offi ces of the pope
12. Dry or withered
14. “__ the Man” Musical
15. Diffi cult situations
18 Greek goddess of discord
20. Marked by smartness in dress and 
 manners
24. Habitat
26. Annoy constantly
28. Full of life
30. Great energy
32. BBQ and soy are two
34. Virtuous
35. Not fatty
37. Foes
38. Merchandiser
40. Dishonest scheme
42. Repents
43. Protective crust
45. Native American people
47. Any place of bliss or delight
49. Bring up
50. Birds
51. Geological times
55. Consumed
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CLEARWATER – Ruth Eckerd Hall’s 2017-18 Broad-
way season will continue this month with the world 
premiere of Max Allan Collins’ “Mike Hammer Encore 
for Murder,” starring Gary Sandy.

The production will run Jan. 18 through Feb. 3, in 
Murray Theatre at Ruth Eckerd Hall, 1111 McMullen 
Booth Road, Clearwater. Tickets start at $35. For tick-
ets and performance times, call 727-791-7400 or visit 
www.rutheckerdhall.com.

Starring in “Mike Hammer Encore for Murder” is 
Gary Sandy, best known for his portrayal of Andy 
Travis on the classic American sitcom “WKRP In Cin-
cinnati.”

“Mike Hammer Encore for Murder” performances 
will be in the all-new Murray Theatre. 

“We are thrilled to premiere the 
production of ‘Mike Hammer Encore 
for Murder,’ starring Gary Sandy in 
our newest crowned-jewel of the Ruth 
Eckerd Hall experience, the all-new 
Murray Theatre,” said Zev Buffman, 
president and CEO of Ruth Eckerd 
Hall, in a press release. “In the fi rst 
act, Mike’s .45 kills six gangsters! But 
don’t be misled, there are four-times 
as many laughs as killings in this all-
new production.”

Collins is the author of the ac-
claimed graphic novel “Road To Per-
dition,” the basis of the Academy 
Award-winning film, author of the 
multiple Shamus Award-winning Na-
than Heller historical novels, writer/
director of numerous indie fi lms in-
cluding the Lifetime movie “Mommy” 
and the documentary “Mike Ham-
mer’s Mickey Spillane.” Collins, 
Spillane’s chosen successor, co-au-
thored “Encore for Murder” and is 
currently completing unfi nished Mike Hammer novels 
from the late author’s fi les and co-author of the An-

tiques mystery series with his wife Barbara. Collins 
was recently the recipient of the Grand Master Award, 
the highest award bestowed by the Mystery Writers of 
America.

Sandy portrays Mike Hammer, the toughest PI of all, 
who draws a seemingly routine assignment – playing 
bodyguard to diva Rita Vance on the eve of her big 
Broadway comeback. Rita is an old fl ame of Hammer’s 
and when their romance is rekindled, the detective 
fi nds the actress facing death threats – and he fi nds 
himself the target of one hit man after another. When 
the actress disappears, the show must go on, which 
with Mike Hammer means swift, violent retaliation. 

While the cops and feds go down a 
false trail, Hammer seeks to make a 
rescue before Rita’s curtain comes 
down. 

The production will feature a 
jazz-quartet (piano, bass, drums and 
saxophone) performing music on 
stage.

“This story takes place in the 
Broadway district of New York City,” 
said Buffman. “From a Soho art gal-
lery to Little Italy, to a waterfront 
confrontation that is way, way, off 
Broadway.”

In addition to his starring role on 
“WKRP In Cincinnati,” Sandy has 
performed in over 100 theatrical pro-
ductions. He played the Pirate King 
in the Broadway production of “The 
Pirates of Penzance,” the title role in 
“Barnum,” Chance Wayne in “Sweet 
Bird of Youth,” Stanley Kowalski 
in “A Streetcar Named Desire” and 
Billy in “Billy Bishop Goes to War,” 

among others.
Mickey Spillane was a writer of pulp detective fi ction 

whose fi rst novel, “I, The Jury,” introduced the char-
acter Mike Hammer. Hammer appeared in a series of 

mystery novels and film adaptations (most notably 
“Kiss Me, Deadly”).

“2018 will be marked with national celebrations of 
Spillane’s 100th birthday,” said Buffman. “We will be 
the fi rst to kick off this celebration in January.”

Richard Rice, St. Petersburg resident and previous 
director of theater at Eckerd College, will be the direc-
tor of the all-new world premiere play. 

Rice earned his Ph.D. in theater at the University of 

Utah in 1970. Since then, he has been the director of 
theater at University of New Hampshire, New England 
College, University of Memphis and, St. Petersburg’s 
Eckerd College. Rice has directed over 95 plays during 
his fulfi lling career. 

“It’s an exhilarating challenge to direct a Mike Ham-
mer/Mickey Spillane script as a stage play given the

‘Encore for Murder’
World premiere production at Murray Theatre to kick off celebration of Mickey Spillane’s 100th birthday 

Image courtesy of RUTH ECKERD HALL

“Mike Hammer Encore for Murder” runs Jan. 18 through Feb. 3 in Ruth Eckerd Hall’s Murray Theatre.

Photo by JEFF O’KELLEY

Gary Sandy, left, stars as Mike Hammer and Michèle Young as Liz 
Barrett in “Mike Hammer Encore for Murder,” running Jan. 18 through 
Feb. 3 in Ruth Eckerd Hall’s Murray Theatre. 

Photo by JEFF O’KELLEY

Mary Rachel Dudley, left, stars as Rita Vance and Rand Smith as Andrew 
Gold in “Mike Hammer Encore for Murder.” 
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‘Forever My Girl’
Genre: Drama, romance and 

music
Cast: Alex Roe, Jessica Rothe, 

Abby Ruder Forson, Travis Tritt, 
Judith Hoag and John Benjamin 
Hickey

Director: Bethany Ashton Wolf
Rated: PG
“Forever My Girl” tells the story 

of country music super-star Liam 
Page (Alex Roe) who left his bride, 
Josie (Jessica Rothe), at the altar 
choosing fame and fortune instead. 

However, Liam never got over 
Josie, his one true love, nor did he 
ever forget his Southern roots in 
the small community where he was 
born and raised. When he unex-
pectedly returns to his hometown 
for the funeral of his high school 
best friend, Liam is suddenly faced 
with the consequences of all that 
he left behind.

‘Mary and 
The Witch’s Flower’
Genre: Action, animation and 

adventure
Cast: Ruby Barnhill, Kate Wins-

let and Jim Broadbent
Director: Hiromasa Yonebayashi
Rated: PG
From Academy Award-nominat-

ed Hiromasa Yonebayashi – anima-
tor on Studio Ghibli masterpieces 
“Spirited Away,” “Howl’s Moving 
Castle” and “Ponyo,” and director of 
“When Marnie Was There” and “The 
Secret World of Arrietty” – comes 
a dazzling new adventure about a 
young girl named Mary, who dis-
covers a fl ower that grants magical 
powers, but only for one night.

Mary is an ordinary young girl 
stuck in the country with her great-
aunt Charlotte and seemingly no 
adventures or friends in sight. She 
follows a mysterious cat into the 
nearby forest, where she discovers 
an old broomstick and the strange 
Fly-by-Night flower, a rare plant 
that blossoms only once every 
seven years and only in that forest. 

Together the flower and the 
broomstick whisk Mary above the 
clouds, and far away to Endor 
College – a school of magic run 
by headmistress Madam Mum-
blechook and the brilliant Doctor 
Dee. But there are terrible things 
happening at the school, and when 
Mary tells a lie, she must risk her 
life to try to set things right.

The fi lm is based on Mary Stew-
art’s 1971 classic children’s book 
“The Little Broomstick, Mary and 
The Witch’s Flower.”

For more movie news, visit www.
TBNweekly.com. Lee Clark Zumpe is 
TBN entertainment editor. He can be 
reached at 727-397-5563, ext. 341, 
or by email at lzumpe@TBNweekly.
com.

Photo courtesy of GKIDS

Mary (voiced by Ruby Barnhill) discovers a mysterious fl ower that can 
give her magical powers for one night in “Mary and the Witch’s Flower.”
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Capo De Monte Italian Market
Visit us for all your Italian Grocery Deli needs

8400 Seminole Boulevard
Seminole • 394-7800

011818L

• Delicious Subs & Paninis • Gourmet & Italian Foods
• Prepared Meals-To-Go
• Beer and Wine • Homemade Soups • Pasta Sauce
• Crostini made fresh daily • Specialty Meats & Cheeses
• Homemade Sausage • Fresh Italian Bread
• Homemade Dips, Spreads
• Mozzarella Cheese & Much More!
• Gift Baskets For Any Occasions

$5 OFF
Any purchase 
of $30 or more

Must present coupon.
Dine in or Take out.

Not valid with other offers. 
Exp. 1-31-18

ORDER YOUR TO GO DINNER FOR VALENTINES DAY
CHOCOLATE WINE AVAILBLE

01
18

18

A Toast to the Rat Pack takes you on a musical 
journey  featuring the greatest hits from the 
legendary Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and 
Sammy Davis Jr. This production will treat you 
to Sinatra classics including “Come Fly With Me, 
My Way, and “New York,” Dino with great songs 
like “Everybody Loves Somebody and “That’s 
Amore”! And from the dynamic Sammy Davis 
Jr... “Mr. Bojangles” and “Candy Man.” After 
watching these performers, you will leave the 
show feeling as though The Rat Pack is still going 
strong after all these years, accompanied by 
their eight piece live “Big Band Sound.” 
“One of those shows that you simply must see while you’re in town.” 

— The Times Herald

The Rat Pack Together Again
 CENTRAL PARK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

JANUARY 25 at 7:30PM
For Tickets, call 727-587-6793

011118

011818

1-24-18

Winter Special

We Transfer Old Home

Reels Or Video To DVD
TOTAL TAPE SERVICES is Clearwater’s #1 place for Media Transfer!

We transfer:  Audio Cassette, Reel to Reel & Vinyl to CD.
VHS, Hi8, 8mm, European to US Format, 8mm, Super8 & 16mm Film to DVD.

CALL US for all your Media Transfer needs!  727-799-3100
www.TotalTapeServices.com 122817S
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1. House Sales

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Walk to Beach. Large Florida Room, 
2BR/2BA/1CG, Many Updates. 

Beautiful Tropical Lot.
$399K, Offer. 

Broker/Owner. (727)595-7592

REAL ESTATE WANTED!
Have an unwanted house?

Facing Foreclosure?
Behind on payments? Estate Sale? 

Need a Quick closing?
CALL (727)304 5813

2. Real Estate Services

STOP! CALL US FIRST!
We Will Buy Your Home

Today and Pay All the Cost!!
Sinkhole, Probate, Foreclosure,

Burnt Out Landlord, ANY Situation.
(727)669-0287

ActionJacksonBuysHouses.com

LIST YOUR HOME FOR
4% COMMISSION in MLS

Giving 2.5% to Buyer Agent 

Linda & Bridd 1.5%

Two Month Listing Contract
Bridd & Linda Bone,

(727)365-5256
lindaTbone@gmail.com

Market is HOT! 

NOW is the time to put your 

home on the market. 

Multi-million Dollar Producer

Charles Rutenberg Realty 01
18

18

SELL YOUR HOME TODAY!

• No Realtor Commissions, 

  No Fees

• We Pay All Closing Costs

• No Need for Repairs

• No Need to Show 

  Your Home Over & Over

• No Inspection Contingencies

• No Deals Falling thru 

  Due to Financing Issues

• We Always Pay Cash

We Are Local Home Buyer’s 

Based in Pinellas County

CALL US NOW AT
(727)202-2770 

Pinellas Cash Buyers

www.PinellasCashBuyers.com

011118

WE BUY HOUSES
IN ALMOST ANY

CONDITION OR SITUATION
We Pay All Costs and Can Close Fast. 

We Will Even Pay for 
Part of Your Move.

BlueBayHomeBuyers.com

(727) 265-2789

NEED TO SELL 

YOUR HOME?
Get A Fair Offer
No Matter What!

Dave (727)386-9216

3. Open House

OPEN HOUSE

1/20-1/21, 1:00-3:00PM
7851 84th Lane N, Seminole
3BR/2BA Corner Lot, Pool,

$205,900. MOTIVATED Seller
Join Us! REFRESHMENTS Served.

Nancy Zeimetz 
Charles Rutenberg Realty 

(727)249-3558

15. Beach Property

A RARE FIND!

Direct Gulf Front, 2BR/2BA, 
Ground Floor, Corner Unit. $469,000. 

Dean Taylor & Assoc, Inc. 
Licensed Brokerage.                                                 

(727)410-1865

20. Condo Sales

SEMINOLE GARDENS
Deluxe, Unfurnished, L/O, $74,900
Deluxe, Bath & 1/2, Furnished, L/O, 

$76,900. (727)595-8229

Robert G. Castles, P.A.

SEMINOLE GARDENS
BUY WHILE PRICES ARE 

AT AN ALL-TIME LOW!

BEAUTIFUL 56-ACRE 

COMPLEX

2BR/1BA 55+ Building

With Lake View

Updated Kitchen & Bath

Wood Laminate & Tile Flooring

Asking $58,500

2BR/1BA, NO LAND LEASE

1st Floor with Lake & Park View

Beautiful Laminate Flooring

Asking $72,900

Ridge Seminole Mgmt. Corp.

Cassius L. Peacock, IV, Broker

Your ON-SITE Specialist

(727)397-2534

View our listings at

MySeminoleGardens.com

LARGO 2BR/2BA, 55+

WILLOWBROOK CONDO’S

First Floor, Near Highland Recreation. 
$75,000. No Pets. Equity Pro Realty, 

Rosalyn Carlton (727)644-0400

MADEIRA BEACH YACHT CLUB

First Floor, Interior 2BR/1.5BA 
Furnished W/Porch, Steps From 

Pool/ Dock. $219,900. No Realtors, 
Will Pay 2% Referral Fee. 

(515)779-6624

SUNDAY 1pm-4pm

LARGO WATER VIEWS FROM 

FLOOR TO CEILING WINDOWS

2BR/2BA,1,450SF, All Ages, Large 
Walk-in Pantry/Laundry, Fully 

Furnished. Covered Parking, Nice 
Pool & Recreation Area. $149,900. 

Iris Swartz Licensed Broker, 
Century 21 Coast to Coast 

(727)458-2678

95. Property Mgmt.

GOT VACANCIES?
Let Us Fill & Manage Your Properties. 

Seasonal & Annual. 
Staging Services Available.

Florida Dreams R.E. Sales & Rentals, 
(727)266-3767

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or
national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, l imitation or
discrimination.” Familial status includes
children under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians; pregnant
women and people securing custody of
children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination call
HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The
Toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

100. R.E. Wanted 

*WE BUY HOUSES*

Any Condition, Any Situation. 
Fast Close!

(727)888-5758

120. Out of Town Sales

Lake Foreclosure Resale $29,900. 
Before foreclosure sold for $134,900. 
Special Financing. Selling-off Jan. 
27th. Info: www.LakeLotsCloseout.
com. (877)712-3650 Florida 
Waterfront Marketing, LLC. Licensed 
Real Estate Broker. (F)

145. Unfurnished Houses

LARGO 2BR/2BA,

NEAR DOWNTOWN LARGO. 
$1,500/Month Annual.

New Appliances. 
Equity Pro Realty, 

Rosalyn Carlton (727)644-0400

155. Furnished Condos

SEMINOLE GARDENS!
WINTER/6 MONTH RENTAL

1 Bedroom, 1-1/2 Bath, Furnished, 
$1,200 Month. (727)595-8229

SEMINOLE BEACH WAY

1BR/1BA Corner Unit Overlooking 
Pool And Tennis Courts. W/D 

$1,200/Month Annual (727)480-2791

160. Unfurnished Condos

SEMINOLE GARDENS
Deluxe, Unfurnished, Yearly, $925

(727)595-8229

Robert G. Castles, P.A.

SEMINOLE GARDENS

2BR/1BA, 55+ Bldg.
1st Floor, Large Walk-in Closet

$950/Month Annual Rental.
Ridge Seminole Mgmt. Corp.

(727)397-2534

SHIPWATCH

YACHT & TENNIS CLUB
2 Bedroom,  2 Bath, with BONUS 

ROOM, 2nd Floor, Vaulted Ceilings, 
Carport, Inside Laundry, $1,500 

Month, Many Amenities, No 
Pets, No Smoking. (727)596-6508 

Shipwatch Realty, Inc.

BELLEAIR WATERFRONT

Over 1,750SF, 2BR/2BA, Large 
Living, Dining, Family Room & Study. 

This Completely Remodeled 3rd 
Floor Garden Unit has an Additional 
500SF in it’s 3 Patios Which Offer 

Gorgeous Water Front Views. Walk to 
the Country Club and New Belleview 

Biltmore Hotel. 24 Hour Manned 
Security Gate, Covered Parking and 

Heated Pool. $2,750/Mo. 
Call Dave at (727)420-4827

LONG BAYOU 55+ SEMINOLE

1BR/1BA First Floor, Basic Cable/
Gas, Covered Parking, Full 

Amenities, No Pets/Smoke. $900/
Month, +Security (727)286-8231

SEMINOLE INTRACOASTAL 

MAGNIFICENT GULF VIEW 

6th FLOOR

5 MINUTES TO BEACH

Pool, Clubhouse, Gym, Covered 
Parking, Storage. Electric Hurriicane 

Shutters. No Pets, No Smoking. 
2BR/2BA, Master Bedroom With 
Walk-in Closet, Second Bedroom 
Walk-in Shower, Washer/Dryer, 

Dishwasher Bosch. 
$1,800/Month.

BAY HARBOR CLUB
(727)596-9656

55+ LAKEVIEW, LARGO

Spacious 2BR/1.5BA, Ground Floor, 
In Unit W/D. Living Room Opens 
to Lanai with Lake View. No Pets. 
Available 2/1, $900/Month Annual. 

(727)403-4405

SEMINOLE GARDENS 55+

2BR/1BA, Ground Floor, No Pets/
Smoking, Heated Pool, Walk to New 

Seminole City Center. $975/Mo. 
Background Check (727)399-0860

175. Unfurnished Apts.

  Imperial Palms 
Apartments
    Largo,     FL

*SELECT 1 BD APTS 

STARTING AT $775!!!

Limited supply won’t last!!!
*Application Fee Free

*Administrative Fee Free
*Security Deposit 1 Bd Apts Only $99
*Security Deposit 2Bd Apts Only $199
Submit Application by January 31st
*For qualifi ed applicants, limited time offer, 

limited availability, restrictions apply

FREE Activities at our Clubhouses
FREE Scheduled Shopping Trips Mon – Fri

FREE use of the Bonsai Gym
Screened-in Lanais, Heated Pools

Optional Housekeeping, 
Meals, Laundry Services
55+ Community

Rent starting at $875!

Call Today to Schedule a Tour!
Open 7 Days a Week!

(727)585-3723
MyImperialPalmsHome.com

Celebrate New Year’s 
Savings!!! 
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BELLEAIR BLUFFS
1 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 2nd Floor, 

Assigned Parking, Cat OK, (Includes 
W/S/T) $795/Month (727)455-2260.

8423 SEMINOLE BLVD

Nice 1BR/1BA $865/Month Plus
Deposit, Includes Super Cable 

First & Second Floor.
(727)399-1248, (727)239-8554

LARGO, 2BR/1BA, 
 Near Largo Central Park and Historic 

Old Downtown. The Apartment is 
the Downstairs Unit of an Updated 

Charming Older Home with a 
Beautiful Front Porch with Swing, 
Large Family Room and Laundry 

Room. No Pets, Nonsmoking, Annual 
Lease, Security Deposit, 

$1,300/month. 

(727)584-6952

LARGO
2 Bdrm Garden Apts Available 

January  2/1 & 2/2 Starting @$825/
mo.  Includes Water, Trash & Pest 

Control.  Laundry On Site.  No Dogs  
Cats OK.  Largo Med Ctr area.  Call 

or text (727)280-5005.

185. Beach Rentals

JANUARY SPECIALS!

COME STAY WITH US!

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

Cozy, Clean, Furnished Vacation 
Cottages. 1-2BRs, Full Kitchen. 

Call for SEASONAL Rates.
 (727)595-3000

www.SunshineCozyCottages.com

FURNISHED/ UNFURNISHED

1-5 Bedrooms
Condos, Houses, Duplexes
Weekly/ Monthly/ Annual

Bob Schmidt, (727)580-9797
Tropical Isles Realty, Inc.

(727)593-0744, (800)655-0744.

SMALL EFFICIENCY 

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH

1 Adult, Beach Access, Water/Trash, 
Year Lease. 

(727)559-1559

MADERIA BEACH

1BR/1BA, Walk to Beach, Tile, 
Washer/Dryer Hookup, CHA, 

Covered Patio, $1,100/Mo. First/Last 
& Deposit. (813)748-2940

195. Seasonal Rentals

SEMINOLE

2BR/2BA, Glenwood Estates, Pets 

Allowed, 3 Month+, Beginning 

December 1st. $2,000/Month.
SAND KEY/CLEARWATER BCH

Furnished 2BR/2BA Condos
Available 1-12 Months.

Florida Dreams RE Sales &
Rentals, Inc. (727)418-5774

265. Commercial Rentals

SEMINOLE

9170 OAKHURST ROAD
Attractive Professional Space For 
Rent, 640SF, $795/Month Plus 

Sales Tax, Cam Charges Included. 
(727)393-5171

WORKSHOPS/ STORAGE

220 13th Street SW, Largo
(Near Largo Diagnostic Clinic)

(727)584-6283

MISCELLANEOUS

ABANDONED INTERNATIONAL 

4700 TRUCK

On Property 
Please Call #(727)573-5049

345. Lost & Found

FOUND DOG: Small white male with 
collar, 1/2/18 vicinity of Blind Pass 
Rd, Treasure Island. Call to identify. 
(813)610-0074.

360. Legal Service

368. Music & Voice Lessons

GUITAR CLEANING
A CLEAN GUITAR....

JUST PLAYS BETTER

GUITAR CLEANING

STRING REPLACEMENT

ACTION ADJUSTMENT

MINOR REPAIRS

MOBILE SERVICE OR 

PICK-UP AND RETURN* 

(S.Pinellas Area)*

Call Michael (727)392-7294 or

(727)-687-5440 (cell)

backset@tampabay.rr.com

acleanguitar.com

370. Instruction & Tutors

ART CLASSES

All Ages and All Levels 
Painting, Drawing, Fashion, Sewing 

Classes, Experienced Teacher. 
(727)488-9732

375. Career Training

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, 
United, Delta and others. Start here 

with hands-on training for FAA 
Certifi cation. Financial aid if qualifi ed. 

Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 
(888)242-2649.  (F)

435. Adult Care & Svcs.

QUALITY CAREGIVING

Experienced At All Levels Of 
Assistance. Honest. Flexible Hours 

Including Overnights. 10+ Years 
Experience. References.

(727)530-0296, (813)952-8573

COMPANION/ CAREGIVER

DEMENTIA SPECIALIST

10+ Years Experience.
Compassionate, Responsible, 
Trustworthy. Light Housework. 

Available Days, Monday-Friday.
Exceptional References,

Please Call Linda (727)565-5011

AVAILABLE FOR

Light Housekeeping, Errands, 
Appointments, Meal Preparation 
Please Call (727)586-0748 Or 

(727)482-2711

EXPERIENCED 

ALZHEIMER’S 

CAREGIVER
Empathetic & Energetic Companion, 
Professional & Personal References. 

Available 24/7

(727)201-4128 

(727)771-5950

472. Wedding Services

BAYSIDE EVENT RENTALS

Garden To Chiavari Chairs
Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linens & More!

BaysideEventRentals.com

(727)522-8368

WEDDINGS ON A WHIM

$250 Beach, Park Or Indoor 

Weddings.  Ready On A Whim Or 

Ready When You Are.  

2017 Couple’s Choice Award.

WeddingsOnaWhim.com

(727)581-3446

485. Help Wanted

LOOKING FOR DEPENDABLE

Individuals or Independent Cleaning 

Contractors to Clean Vacation 

Rentals. If Interested Please Inquire 

Within on Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 

Saturday or Sunday;

12960 Gulf Blvd, Madeira Beach.

DRY CLEANERS:

PART-TIME

Counter Help, Apply: 

Belleair Bluffs Cleaners, 

2924 West Bay Drive. 

(727)585-1101

BUSY CLEANING COMPANY

Looking For Experienced Cleaners. 

Must Have At Least 1 Year 

Experience. Excellent Pay! 

(727)743-0701

Call After 6PM.

CDL DRIVER

Brookdale Pinecrest Retirement 

Community is Currently Seeking 

Applicants for a Part Time Driver.  

Must Have a CDL License in Good 

Standing.  Drivers Transport our 

Resident To and From Doctor 

Appointments; Banking; Shopping 

and Scheduled Activity Trips. 

Candidates Must Follow Company 

Guidelines Regarding Resident and 

Vehicle Safety. Part Time Various 

Hours Including Some Weekends 

and Holidays.  Please Send 

Resumes to: 

Margaret.kristall@brookdale.com

or Fax: (727)581-8409 or

Complete an Application in Person 

1150 8th Ave. SW, Largo FL.

DFWP; EOE.

RN - PART TIME

Brookdale Pinecrest is seeking 
candidates for PART TIME RN 

position to work with our Personalized 
Living Department (Home Health) 
to assist in providing services for 

our residents to include:  medication 
setup & monitoring; related 

paperwork; communicating with 
physicians & family, providing fi rst 
aid nursing care and assessments 

to residents.  Coordinates 
Personalized Living functions with 
other departments.  Detail oriented 
able to uphold all company policies 
and procedures.  Approx. 20 hours 
per week various days and shifts.  
May include some weekends and 
holidays.  Must be licensed RN in 
the State of FL. EOE; Drug free 

workplace. Please send resumes to 

Margaret.kristall@brookdale.com 

or fax to (727)581-8409.

SECURITY GUARD

Brookdale Pinecrest Retirement 
Community is Currently Seeking 
Security Guards, 2 FULLTIME 

POSITIONS, 1 PART TIME 

POSTION, AND 1 POOL POSITION 

AVAILABLE. Guards are 
Responsible for Maintaining Secure 
Environment for All Residents and 
Associates Within Our Buildings/

Grounds. Greets Visitors, Responds 
to Emergencies. Answer Phones, 

Responds to Questions, Directs Calls 
or Take Message as Appropriate.  

Handles Minor Maintenance 
Emergencies, Maintains Familiarity 

with and Monitors all Emergency and 
Safety Equipment. E-mail Resumes: 

Margaret.kristall@brookdale.com

or Fax: (727)581-8409 or

Complete an Application in Person 

1150 8th Ave. SW, Largo FL.

DFWP; EOE

LPN

Brookdale Pinecrest is Seeking 
LPNs to Work Within our Upscale 

Retirement Community – PART TIME 

OPENINGS - VARIOUS SHIFTS. 
Candidates Must be Enthusiastic, 

Energetic and Caring, Committed to 
Making a Difference in the Lives of 
our Residents.  Position Requires 

Level I & Level II Background 
Checks; EOE; Drug-Free Workplace. 
Please Apply in Person to 1150 8th 
Avenue SW, Largo, FL,  33770 or 

Submit Resume to 
Margaret.kristall@brookdale.com

CNA’s & HHA’s

Brookdale Pinecrest is seeking CNA’s
and HHA’s to work in Personalized 
Living within our upscale retirement 
community. The position requires 
candidates to assist residents with 
daily living activities based on their 

individualized plan of care. Job duties 
could include; escorting residents 
to doctor appointments, provide 

medicine reminders, dog walking, 
etc. Must be able to communicate 
effectively with residents, visitors 

and members of health care team; 
possess excellent customer service 
skills and have a desire to care for 

our residents. Multiple positions 
available; PT various hours; 

including weekends and holidays. 
Must have a valid CNA license or 
75 hour HHA certifi cation. HHA’s 

must have Certifi ed CPR Training. 
Position requires Level I and Level II 
background checks; EOE; drug-free 
workplace. Please apply in person to  
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo, FL  33770.

RESIDENT CARE ASSOCIATES

Brookdale Pinecrest is seeking 
Resident Care Associates (RCA’s) 
to care for our Assisted Living and 

Memory Care residents. Candidates 
should have previous experience 

caring for seniors and a commitment 
to making a difference in the lives 

they touch. CNA or HHA certifi cations 
are a plus.  Multiple positions 

available; PT, 6AM-2PM, 2PM-10PM; 
including every other weekend and 
holidays.  Position requires Level 
I and Level II background checks; 
EOE; drug free workplace.  Please 

apply in person to  1150 8th Avenue 
SW; Largo FL  33770.

KITCHEN UTILITY ASSOCIATE

We currently have a position open 
for  a Utility Associate in our kitchen. 

Position required associate to 
operate the dish machine, store 
clean equipment and utensils, as 
well as maintain the cleanliness of 
the dish area; ensuring all quality 

standards of sanitation are being met. 
No previous experience is required.  
Position available: Part time; various 

hours; must be available to work 
weekends and holidays. Position 

available PT, various hours; including 
some weekends and holidays.  

Position requires Level I and Level II 
background checks; EOE; drug free 

workplace.  Please apply in person to  
1150 8th Ave SW, Largo FL  33770.
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Professional Services 5BLeader, January 18, 2018

PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

FREE Service Call With Repair!

Covering The Beaches To The Bay!

Same Day Service Available!

Appliance
Repairs
727.667.3539
www.appliancemansam.com

09
18
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Is Your Pump Noisy or
Producing Low Pressure?
CALL EARL

(727)544-0718 • (727)439-2300
W W W . W E L L A N D P U M P E X P E R T S . C O M

Lic. #SWWM2214
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975. Garage-Yard Sales

AAnnual Thrift Sale

13400 Park Blvd., Seminole

January 19 & 20
Friday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Saturday, 9 a.m. - Noon
On Saturday Only,

We Will Have
The $3 per Bag Sale

01
18
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Boca Ciega MHP 

Clubhouse
11200 Walsingham Rd, Largo.

Saturday, January 20th, 2018,

8:00a.m.-1:00p.m.

Breakfast & Lunch Available!

WATERS EDGE ANNUAL SALE

Friday, 1/19 8AM-2PM, Saturday 
1/20. 8AM-12PM, Both Clubhouses, 

11485 Oakhurst Road, Largo.

MULTI-FAMILY

Saturday, January 20th, 
8:30AM-2:00PM  

7288 & 7297 61st Ave N, 
St. Petersburg

Household Items, Sports 
Equipment, Motorcycle Gear, 

Collectibles.

Rental Agents Needed

for Multiple Properties in North 
Pinellas County, Manage One 
Unit at a Time, No Experience 

Necessary & No License 
Required. Excellent 
Earning Potential! 

Call for More Information and to 
Apply (609)466-5687

HANDYMAN

Must have Skills, Vehicle and 
Tools. Part Time or Regular Work. 

(609)466-5687

RESIDENT AIDES
Brookdale’s Lake Seminole Square 
is seeking Resident Aides to work 
in our Assisted Living department 

within our upscale retirement 
community.  This position requires 
candidates to assist our residents 
with daily living activities.  Must be 
able to communicate effectively, 

possess excellent customer service 
skills and have a desire to care for 
our residents.  Part-time positions 

available for all shifts.  Position 
requires Level II background checks; 

DFWP. Please apply in person: 

8333 Seminole Blvd., 

Seminole, FL 33772.

CNA’s 
Brookdale’s Lake Seminole Square 

is seeking CNA’s to work in our 
private duty home care department 

within our upscale retirement 
community. This position requires 
candidates to assist our residents 
with daily living activities.  Must be 
able to communicate effectively, 

possess excellent customer service 
skills and have a desire to care 
for our residents.  ALL SHIFTS 

AVAILABLE, including weekends, 
holidays and short shifts. Must have 
a valid CNA license and have current 

CPR training. Position requires
Level II background checks; DFWP. 

Please apply in person: 

8333 Seminole Blvd, 

Seminole, FL 33772.

FRONT DESK RESERVTIONIST

For Active Property on Maderia 
Beach. Weekends Required. 
Please call (727)392-2213

505. Part-Time Help

HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED

GREAT WEEKEND WORK!

For Beach Vacation Rentals. 
Saturdays Only! Background 

Check Required. Apply In Person: 

Florida’s Best Accommodations, 

18610 Gulf Blvd, Indian Shores or 

call Heather (727)278-2539. 

522. Careers

LEARN TO GROOM DOGS

• Financial Assistance 

For Those Who Qualify

• Free Job Placement Service

• We Proudly Train Our Veterans

• Vendor For Vocational Rehab

• Easy School Loans

NOW ENROLLING

• Basic Pet Groomer

• Professional Pet Groomer

• Master Groomer

ACADEMY OF ANIMAL ARTS

academyofanimalarts.com

(727)517-9546

565. Loans & Mortgages

CAPITAL SOLUTIONS

CASH NOW! CASH NOW!

We Purchase - 
*Owner-Financed Mortgages

*Trust Deeds
*Promissory Notes

*Lawsuit Settlements
*Business Notes...And More

FREE QUOTE/NO CLOSING 
COSTS!

Closings In As Little As 2/3 Weeks!
Call Or Log On TODAY!

GeminiFinancialNetwork.com

(727)888-0033
In Business Since 1997

585. Auctions

WWW.GRANNYSAUCTION.NET

Auction 1st Sunday Of Month 1PM.

Buying And Consigning Antiques.

Free Appraisals Tuesday 12-4PM.

(727)572-1567 AB1769

5175 Ulmerton Rd, Clearwater 33760

660. Wanted to Buy

CLEARWATER RECORD 

SHOP

Now Buying And Selling

LP’s - 45’s - 78’s 

Call 

 (727)200-9397

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD

Part-time job helping to facilitate the 

movement of children to and from 

school. Split shift limited to hours 

when school is opening, recessing, or 

closing. For more details, go to: www.

largo.com/jobs

The City of Largo - 

A great place to work!!

EOE/DFWP

LANDSCAPING & LAWN SERVICE 

IN SEMINOLE

Experienced and Local Only,

$11 hour (727)238-4454

CUSTODIAN

Part time manual work

Housekeeping/building maintenance

Night shift: 9PM-1AM

$12.24/Hour

For more details, go to:

www.largo.com/jobs

The City of Largo - 

A Great Place to Work!

EOE/DFWP

CHURCH CUSTODIAN/

MAINTENANCE

20/Hours +/- Per Week.

Operate Maintenance Equipment,

Lift 50 lbs., Valid Driver’s License, 

Own Transportation. Able to Pass 

Level II Background Screening. 

Call (727)584-2318 and 

Request Full Job Description.

510. Home Care Help

CNAs & HHAs NEEDED.

All days and hours. Live-in and

Weekend availability a PLUS!

Call Griswold Home Care.

(727)547-7000

LIVE-IN COMPANION

For Delightful 90 Year Old Mother. 

Seminole. Duties Include Meds, 

Personal Care, Light Housekeeping. 

Seeking Mature Person With Positive 

Attitude. Compensation Includes 

Room And Board (512)658-1541

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR 

DEPENDABLE CAR/AUTO

Have Cash. Please Call Marilyn 
(727)348-1676

970. Estate Sales

206 HARBOR VIEW LANE

LARGO 33770

Thursday 1:00-5:00PM, 
Friday-Saturday 9:00AM-1:00PM. 
Palatial Harbor Bluffs Water Front 
Home. All Contents to Be Sold! 

Fine Furnishings and Accessories, 
Designer Clothing, Rod Iron Garden 

Furniture and Much, Much More!
Parking One Side of Street 

Only Please!
See your There! 

EncoreEventsPlus.com

CASH PAID FOR DIABETIC

Test Strips! OneTouch, Freestyle, 

Accucheck, More! Must Not Be 

Expired,  Opened. FREE Local 

Pickup! Prompt,  Friendly, I Pay *Top 

Dollar*. Call David (727)266-0087

First Time
Homebuyer
Program*

(727)223-6419
www.pinellascounty.org/community/hfa

Programs available in Pinellas, Polk
and Pasco counties.

* If you have not owned a home
in the last 3 years

Low Interest Rate
Mortgage

Down Payment Assistance
Available

Housing Finance Authority
of Pinellas County
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835. Auto Services

PAT’S AUTO INTERIORS

Small-Large Seat Repairs

Headliners

Small-Big Dent Repairs with 

(Perfect Color Match)

Rust Holes

Sand & Clear Headlights (Like New) 

WALNUT STRIPPING

CARS AND FURNITURE 

Call for Details!!

4500 49th Street N, St. Pete.

 (727)526-5949

885. Autos Wanted 

THINKING ABOUT

SELLING OR TRADING?

I Will PAY MORE Than

Trade-In On Good, Clean,

Low-Mileage Vehicles.

HAROLD COREY, AUTO BROKER

(727)595-9393

WILLOWBOOK CONDO

LARGO ANNUAL SALE

Something For Everyone!

January 19th-20th,

Friday-Saturday, 8AM-3PM. 

1100 East Bay Drive

980. Moving Sales

SEMINOLE

Saturday 8AM-3PM Furniture, 

Household Items, Tools And Much 

More. 13416 99th Ave.

AC & Heating 

AIR-FLO/ERWOOD HTG & AC

SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS
No Obligation Estimates.

24 Hour Service Since 1972.
www.AirFlo-ErwoodAC.com
CAC1816535 (727)528-1227

HALE’S A/C SERVICE, INC
 Reliable, Same-Day Service 

On All Brands. Free Estimate on 
Replacement. Lic#CAC055503. 

(727)398-5515
www.halesac.com

FLORIDA COMFORT CONTROL

Sales, Service & Installation
on All Brands. Seasonal Tune-up 

Only $59.95. (727)527-4300. 
CAC1815684

GET IT DONE RIGHT THE FIRST 

TIME!

Service Calls $49.95 
24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week! 

Commercial And Residential. 
Licensed/Insured. CAC-1818263. 

(727)259-5513

AM AIRE

Heating & Cooling 

Residential Services

SPECIAL

$49.95 A/C Tune Up

Service, Sales, Installation
All Makes and Models

Pinellas, Pasco & Hillsborough Co.
24 Hour Service Available

Call (727)331-9539

Lic. #CAC1818933

Ceilings

SCC131151664

Ceramic Tile

Ceramic Life-Style

HUSBAND & WIFE 

Low Prices! Repairs,

New Installations. #C5760.

 WHY WAIT?  Visa/MC. 

(727)399-0770

Cleaning/Janitorial

FREE ESTIMATES.

If CLEAN Is What You Want,

CLEAN Is What You Get,

When You Call Georgette.

(727)391-7866

CARR AIR CONDITIONING/

HEATING

LOWEST PRICES IN 

PINELLAS COUNTY

Repair and Service on All Brands with 
Free Estimates on a New Unit. 

10% OFF SERVICE 

$62.00 A/C CHECK

**POOL HEAT PUMPS 

SALES & INSTALLATION**

Senior & Veterans’ Discounts
(727)447-7212, CAC045888
carrairconditioning.com

 THE COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

We Do It ALL!

DRIVEWAYS 

PATIOS

POOL DECKS 

WALKWAYS

REPAIRS

CLEANING

SEALING  
OFFERING THE BEST PRICES!

Call Today!

(727)648-2484
Lic# CRC1329650

Cabinets

KUSTOM KITCHEN, INC.
 Lic #C-9055.

KustomKitchen.net

Carpet Cleaning 

CARTER’S CARPET

& UPHOLSTERY

Pet Package Solutions: Stain, 
Odor, Enzyme Treatment

Tile & Grout. Schedule Online 
CartersCarpetUpholstery.com

Military & Senior Discounts
Bonded & Insured.

(727)642-7365

Carpet Repair

727-919-5222

Carpet Sales

“QUALITY CARPET”
REPAIRS, RE-STRETCHES

WOOD, LAMINATE, CARPET, TILE
SALES/SERVICE

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
30+ YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

(727)527-1359

Family Owned & Operated

In Business Since 1989

(727)531-9560

Lic # CACO58415

Aluminum

Seamless Gutters, Soffi t, 

Fascia, Vinyl Siding, 

Lowest Prices!

 Quality Work. (727)871-4555

Lic#SCC131151386

SOUTHERN ALUMINUM

SYSTEMS, INC.

WE INSTALL:

 • SCREEN ROOMS
(With Insulated Roof)

• CONCRETE PATIOS

• RE-SCREENING

FREE Estimates!

Deal Direct with Owner 

and Save 15%

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1971

Quality Guaranteed!
Lic#C-2791

(727)579-8574

Brick Pavers

PAVER REPAIR 
SPECIALIST

Driveways, Patios, Sidewalks, 

Pool Decks And More! 

Installation, Cleaning & Sealing.

Free Estimates!

(727)415-5039
www.islandpavers.net 

Licensed/Insured C-10915

PROFESSIONAL 

CLEANING

$20 Off First Time Cleaning!

“Angies List Super Service 

Award 3 Consecutive Years”,

Detailed Cleaning Everytime. 

35 Years Experience.

Ask About $99 

Window Cleaning Special. 

Lic/Insured/Bonded. 

(727)743-0701

SwissTouchCleaning.com

Accountable & Trusted!

Rentals, Residential & Commercial

Serving Pinellas Co. For 18 Years

Swiss Touch Cleaning

(727)536-7673

Top 2 Bottom 

Janitorial Service

Residential & Commercial. Since 

1992. Windows, Carpets, Floors, 

Upholstery. Free Estimates. Insured 

and Bonded. (727)317-9793 

top2bottom24hr@yahoo.com

JO’S CLEANING SERVICE

Clean-up, Clean-out, Just Completely 

Clean! Weekly/Bi-Weekly. 

References Available. 26+ Years 

(727)688-5353

BRITTANY’S CLEANING SERVICE

A Spotless Clean. Residential, 

Rentals, Offi ces And Construction. 

Reasonable Rates. Licensed/Insured 

(727)729-2735

Clock & Watch Repair

PROFESSIONAL CLOCKMAKER

AUTHORIZED HOWARD MILLER 

RIDGEWAY SERVICE CENTER

All Phases Of Repair, Grandfather 

Clock Specialist. Work Done To 

AWCI Standards. 

Guaranteed 1 Year. House Calls. 

Reasonable Rates. 

(727)434-3046 

(252)945-4174

485. Help Wanted 485. Help Wanted 660. Wanted to Buy

AC & Heating AC & Heating AC & Heating Cleaning/JanitorialBrick Pavers

975. Garage-Yard Sales885. Autos Wanted 

DELIVER THE

Home Delivery Independent Distributor
Opportunities

$500 Signing Incentive!

$800-$1700/month paid weekly

Opportunities throughout Pinellas County

Early morning hours

Must be at least 18
Valid Florida driver’s license

Reliable vehicle and car insurance

Information Sessions held
Saturday at 9:00 am

at the following locations;

To apply;
please visit; tampabay.com/distributor

or call; 866-498-4637

• Tampa Bay Times Plant
1301 34 St N, St Petersburg

• Largo Delivery Center
13155 Starkey Rd, Largo

• Palm Harbor Delivery Center
32180 US Hwy 19 N, Palm Harbor

020416-2

485. Help Wanted

CALL FOR CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING SPECIALS 

(727)397-5563

ONLINE 24/7

www.TBNweekly.com

Florida Comfort Control
Heating and Air Conditioning

Sales Service & Installation On All Brands

Includes Air Handler Unit, Condenser, Honeywell Digital Thermostat, 
Emergency Float Switch, Drain Pan & Hurricane rated cement pad 
and labor to install. Specials are subject to change without notice. 
Please contact us to discuss ways to save. 

Includes Air Handler Unit, Condenser, Honeywell Digital Thermostat, 
Emergency Float Switch, Drain Pan & Hurricane rated cement pad 

and labor to install.

Tempstar 15 Seer
Heat Pump Sale

14 Seer Air Conditioner
Systems

Unit, Condenser, Honey
itch, Drain Pan & Hurricane rated
Specials are subject to change without notice.

o discuss ways to save.

Special Ultraviolet Light Installed $350 
(For the Health of Your Indoor Air)

2 ton14 Seer
$2,600*

2.5 ton14 Seer
$2,800*

3 ton14 Seer
$3,100*

2 ton15 Seer
$3,100*

2.5 ton15 Seer
$3,600*

3 ton15 Seer
$4,100*

Certifi ed Technician CAC1815684

727-527-4300  www.FloridaComfortControl.com

SERVICE CALLS Diagnostic Charge $5995
We service all brands. (cost waved if repair performed)

2 5 ton15 S e

*Cash/Check Pricing

Systems

14 S 2 5 t

y

14 S 2 5 t

H
ner

0
1
1
8
1
8

835. Auto Services 835. Auto Services835. Auto Services

AC & Heating AC & Heating AC & Heating 

Call 727-526-5949
4500 49th Street N., St. Pete

PAT’S AUTO INTERIORS
Aff ordable with Professional Results

Headlights Faded?
Headliner Drooping?

Th at little ding on the door bugging you?
PAT WILL FIX THAT!If Pat can do this, just 

think what he can 
do for you!

Interior • exterior • restoration • custom work

SAME LOCATION FOR 23 YEARS!

011818
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727-536-3511

WE REMOVE BROKEN HANGING LIMBS
TIP TOP TREETIP TOP TREE

Complete Tree Removal • Complete Tree CareComplete Tree Removal • Complete Tree Care

50 Ft. Cherry Picker50 Ft. Cherry Picker
Goes ThroughGoes Through

Any 32” Opening!Any 32” Opening!

FREE
ESTIMATES

010418

WINTER SAVINGS

$100 OFF100 OFF $$50 OFF50 OFF

Licensed and Insured • Se Habla Español

Prompt & Courteous Service

727-686-7268

Any Job Over 
$600

Any Job 
Under $600

12
14

17

A FULL-SERVICE TREE CARE CO. SINCE 1995

011118

15% Off

ANY 

SERVICE

Good for 

30 days 

from date of 

proposal

• Pruning • Removal 

• Planting

• Mature Tree Care

• 24 Hour Emergency Service

• Licensed/Insured

LEE CLAXTON, CERTIFIED ARBORIST

(727) 220-0226
LeeClaxtonCertifi edArborist.com

PROMPT • RELIABLE • AFFORDABLE

All Phase Plumbing Service
Natural Gas

Residential / Commercial
No Job Too BIG or Too SMALL

Quality Workmanship and Complete Professionalism
“IS OUR GUARANTEE”

727-343-7400
24-Hour Service Available • Licensed & Insured CFC1427381 01

04
18

Aluminum Specialty Contractors
Residential • Commercial

• Rescreening
• Window Replacement
• Shutters • Gutters
• Soffi t & Facia • Awnings
• Screen, Vinyl Rooms
• Carports • Concrete
• Wood Replacement

Licensed & Insured • C-9596

727-688-1364 122117

PKS Aluminum & Rescreening

SEASONAL
SPECIALS

Get It DONE RIGHT The First Time!

SERVICE CALLSSERVICE CALLS
ALWAYS ALWAYS $$49499595

Get $25 OFF Get $100 OFF
Not valid in conjunction with any other

offer or coupon. One coupon per household.
Not valid in conjunction with any other offer 

or coupon. One coupon per household.

On any complete Split System InstallationOn any repair of $100 or more.

GetCoolAir.netGetCoolAir.net

Commercial & Residential
CAC-1818263

01
04

18

727-259-5513727-259-5513

License SCC 131149744

727.288.3236 • 727.657.3710 
www.andyfl eckrescreening.com • screenguy57@gmail.com 01

04
18

Offi ce 727.437.2386
Mobile 727.205.5550

$25 OFF COUPON

010418

Michael@RedRoyalElectric.com

www.RedRoyalElectric.com
License EC13004626

C A R P E T  B U B B L E S ?
DON’T TRIP AND FALL!
Have Your Carpet Stretched Today ... Without Moving Furniture.

Adding Years More Wear.
MOBILE SHOWROOM

Specializing in Flooring Solutions For Safe Living

Located In Largo • Since 1973 from Vermont • Tom Carver • Insured

p gg gg g

NEW SALES & INSTALLATION 
AVAILABLE

01
04

18

727-919-5222

Sprinkler Repair
Irrigation Repairs and Installs

Reclaimed Hook-Ups, Fast Service,
Free Estimates

20 Years Experience

R&A Industries CFC1428510

727.422.1197

Recclaaimm

R&R&

SSeervice,

1100
010418 010418

Big or Small, Do It Right or Not At All!

Commercial | Residential
Industrial | New Construction

Licensed and Insured
ER13015153 C11057

727-481-6147
Senior and Military Discounts!

★ Electrical Repairs ★ Panel Upgrades

★ Lighting and Fan Installs

★ Repair Code Violations ★ Home Rewire

★ Pool Wiring ★ Mobile Home Repairs & More

122117

ROOF LEAKS AND REPAIRS - ROOFING TEAR OFFS
Roof Repairs • Roof Leaks • Rotted Wood Specialist 

Tile • Single Asphalt • Flat Roof • Fascia & Soffi t Repair

(727) 541-6909
Family Owned and Operated 

CBC 057394 / Lic# RC29027195 & Insured

100517

10% OFF
SENIOR DISCOUNT TREE DUDESTREE DUDES

LAND-PROLAND-PRO
Expert Tree Service • Removals 

Trimming • Stump Removal 
Landscape Design • Pavers

03
02

17Fully Insured/Worker’s Comp.
All Major Credit Cards. Fast Reasonable Service

727-422-1197727-422-1197

    (727) 596-CLIP (2547)  •  academyofanimalarts.com

$22 PET GROOMING SPECIAL
Academy of Animal Arts • Any Dog Breed

Includes Wash / Dry / Nails / Ears and a Trim!

New ClientSPECIAL!

120717

Make Them Beautiful ... Affordably • Our Salon Established in 1979

Visit our New State-Of-The-Art Facility at

1258 West Bay Dr. Suite E, Largo
Located right on the Pinellas Trail

102617

Specializing In:
Water Heaters • REPIPING
Faucets & Shower Valves

Sewer & Water Lines
Hydro Jetting

Camera for Sewers & More!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

$40 OFF Any
 Service Over $200

Bonded • Insured • Military and Senior Discounts

3 Rooms & Free Hallway $7995

6 Rooms & Free Hallway $12995

Tile & Grout Cleaning 29¢ Sq. Ft.

Floor Services • Travertine

Terrazzo • Strip-Wax Refinish

1221
122
12211717

727-642-7365
schedule an appointment online
CartersCarpetUpholstery.com

Pet Package Solutions
(Stain • Odor •  Enzyme Treatment) 727-269-5311

Call for a FREE Quote!

BEACON
WINDOWS

Lic. #C10506

www.SliderRepair.com
• Worn Rollers?

• Damaged Track?
• Weatherstripping Issues?
• Broken Locks & Handles?
• Water Intrusion, Spalling 

& Sagging Header Specialist

10
05

17

www.YouTube.com/user/SliderRepair

ElectricalElectricalComputer Services

APPLE & PC SERVICE & 

REPAIRS
Virus Removal and Wireless Setup

 Experts! Call Rafe, Clearwater 
(727)459-3125

www.aaacomputerdoctor.com

Concrete

Complete Concrete, Block,

Stucco & Paver Work, Driveways, 
Sidewalks, Patios. David Will, 

(727)459-9710. #C10222.

MIKE QUARANTO Concrete Inc.

20+ Years’ Experience. Quality
Service. Driveways, Patios,

Sidewalks. #C-5640.
Call (727)398-5160.

Stamp Concrete
Driveways, Sealant,

Slabs, Sidewalks 
Excavating, Pressure Washing 

40 Years Experience
Lic #C8508 & Insured

(727)687-4155

Draperies

CUSTOM DRAPERIES &

Valances, Bedding, Cushions,
Shades. Your Fabric Or Ours.
Since 1981. (727)397-5708.

SewFineCustomSewing.com

Drywall

BLEVINS DRYWALL
No Job Too Small! Water Damage, 
Ceilings, Texturing. Free Estimates. 

#C-7872/Ins. (727)638-4342

QUINTERO DRYWALL, INC.

Repairs Large or Small, New 
Construction, Commercial & 

Residential. Call Tomas Quintero, 
(727)898-5112, (727)560-0468. 

License # 0064853

Electrical

$25
OFF
coupon

Furniture Repair-Refi nish

BRUCE’S FURNITURE

Repair, Refi nishing, Stripping.
Specializing In Caning.

Piano Refi nishing.
Don’t Buy New, “RENEW!”

Free Estimates. (727)439-7324

Garage Doors

FREE ESTIMATES!

DOORS/ OPENERS

Installations, We Specialize 

in Repairs. 

I Fix It or It’s Free!! 

Check Us Out on Angie’s List. 

C-10172/Insured

Advanced Garage Door 

Services

Locally Owned

(727)585-3525

Door Repairs

Patio Door 
Repair 

Specialist
“I Get Them Sliding 

Again”
No Installations. 

Angie’s List 2007-2008, 2010-
2015 

Super Service Award! 

(727)733-4353
 www.PatioDoorRepairInc.com

SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR REPAIR 

SERVICES
REPAIR-REPLACEMENT

Rollers, Tracks, 
Handles, Locks, Glass. 

SERVICE 2 GLASS DOORS, 
NO TRIP CHARGE ($45 

VALUE)
Family Owned And

Operated Since 1984.
Jonathan Rodriguez

(727)560-7591
Licensed/ Insured #C11120

BETA ELECTRIC

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

OR TOO BIG!

Repairs and Remodels

30 Years’ Experience 

Insured & License #EC13005484

 (727)391-5100

KC ELECTRIC

Jobs Discounted. Service

Upgrades, Fuses To Breakers,

Rewires, Additions. Residential/

Commercial. EC0002673.

(727)458-2340

JB WILLIAMS ELECTRIC LLC

Prompt, Reliable, Reasonable.

All Work Performed By Master 

Electrician. ER0012127

(727)452-6144

(727)475-2923

www.ThetaElectric.com

EXPERT ELECTRICIANS

Same-Day Service

Senior & Military Discounts.

No Job Too Big Or Too Small!

Lic/ Insured. EC13008139.

$25 Off W/Mention of Ad

GABRIEL ELECTRIC

Rewires, Repairs, Upgrades. 24/7 

Emergency Service. LOW Rates!! 

Senior Discounts. Since 1986.

 Insured. #ER0010733. 

(727)442-0845

Gutters

Seamless 6” Gutters, 

Family Owned & Operated, 

Lowest Prices!
  Free Estimates. Quality Work. 

(727)320-4819.
Lic#SCC131151386

RESTORE THE 

OUTDOORS!
GUTTERS/ FASCIA/ SOFFIT

ALUMINUM & VINYL
Specialty Contractor.

Rescreening- Install/ Restore Pool & 
Patio Enclosure. 

Licensed/Insured SCC131151635

(727)474-2242 
kcmc.outdoorlivingsolutions@gmail.com

www.outdoorrestore.net

• Screen Rooms
        (with Insulated Roof)

• Concrete Patios

• Re-Screening

727-579-8574
We Install:

10
26

17

Deal Direct with Owner & 

SAVE 15% Valid with TBN 
coupon only.

Get the job done now and pay half later*  *This is an in-house fi nancing 
without additional cost for jobs over $10K. CALL FOR DETAILS!

Provide rough measurements through our website or over the phone to get additional $10 off per window.

Energy Effi cient • Secure • Soundproof

813-766-4414 
www.FLWindowReplacement.com

LIC
# SP13974

Lowest price on Simonton & PGT windows
with our outstanding reputation!

Check out our 
reviews on An-

gie’s List!

01
04

18

Serving all Pinellas County
Up to 6 passengers

CALL 727-399-1111
Cars, Vans and Limousine Service

CAPTAIN STEVE’S TRANSPORTATION

Licensed and Insured

Theme Parks Casino

Cruise Ports

*Pre Booked / Flat Rate

01
11

18

LUXURY AIRPORT SERVICERVICCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCE

ThTh PPP kkk

$39 and up

Private Ride24/7

 We Accept

Electrical

BUY-SELL-LIST 

call classifi eds
(727) 397-5563

Garage Doors
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RESCREENING
1 Panel Thru Complete Re-Screens. 

30 Years Experience. 
Great Prices! 

Call Andy Fleck

(727)288-3236 or 

(727)657-3710 
Lic#131149744

RESTORE THE 

OUTDOORS!
RESCREENING 

ALUMINUM & VINYL 
Specialty Contractor.

Install/ Restore Pool & Patio 
Enclosure, Fascia, Soffi t, Gutters,

Fencing & Siding too. 
Licensed/Insured SCC131151635

(727)474-2242 
kcmc.outdoorlivingsolutions@gmail.com

www.outdoorrestore.net

Sprinklers

RICHARDSON IRRIGATION
Service, Repair, Quality Work.
Licensed, Insured. #C-9468.
Firefi ghter Owned/ Operated.

Free Estimates. (727)424-1072.

R. FOLEY IRRIGATION

Repairs, Pumps, Reclaimed Hook-

Ups, Sprinkler Tune-Up: $35. Check 
For Leaks, Adjust Heads, Program 

Timer. C-9784. (727)367-7471.

GREG BARKER IRRIGATION

Design, Service, Repair.
Reclaimed water, Pumps. Landscape

Design and Maintenance. 
(727)642-6556. Lic#C10268

IRRIGATION REPAIRS 

AND INSTALLS
Reclaimed Hook-Ups, Fast Service, 

Free Estimates. 

20 Years Experience.

(727)422-1197
R&A Industries CFC1428510

Transportation Services

CAPTAIN STEVE’S 

TRANSPORTATION

TIA (Tampa Int’l Airport) 
$39 and up North Pinellas, 
$45 and up South Pinellas.

Call (727)399-1111

Available 24/7 
Serving all Pinellas County

Licensed & Insured

Tree Services

TREES BY KEVIN M. DYER

Specializing In Oak Removal &
Pruning. Quality Work, Reasonable

Rates!  Lic/Ins. All Credit Cards
Accepted! Seminole Resident.
(727)557-4000, (727)564-8216

SILVERSON TREE & LANDSCAPE

Excellent Services at Affordable 
Prices. Specializing; Oak Removal/ 
Pruning, Landscape Design. Free 
Estimates, Lic/ Ins. (727)409-4894 

www.silversontree.com

**WE SELL FIREWOOD**

EXPERT TREE SERVICE
Removals, Trimming, Stump 

Removal, Landscape Design, Sod. 

Fully Insured/ Worker’s Comp.
Fast Reasonable Service.

All Major Credit Cards Accepted. 

(727)422-1197

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Pruning, Feeding, Planting, Removal, 

Stump Grinding. Senior Discount. 
Licensed and Insured.

(727)251-4535

BARLAS TREE SERVICE.

Expert Trimming, Removal. Free
Estimates. Licensed, Insured.
Same-Day Service Available.

Arborist. (727)565-5810.

SPECIALIZING IN:

*Hurricane Damage Prevention
*Tree/ Hedge Trimming, Fine Pruning

*Limb & Tree Removal
*Senior & Military Discounts

Fully Licensed/Insured

Angie’s List Super Service 
Award Winner. 

Gerry 

(727)631-0736

Roofi ng

a Old Time
Roofing

Licensed & Insured
#CCC1327304

A Christian Owned Co.
(727) 824-9996
ALL VETERANS UP
TO $250 REBATEE

*Call Office For Details*

Old Time
Workmanship

Old Time
Integrity

120717

ROOF LEAKS?
Residential/Commercial, Roof 

Repairs, Roof Coatings, Preventative 
Maintenance, #ICCC-058189. 

ALL PERFORMANCE ROOFING 

Just Ask Gary - Owner Since 1987 

(727)391-3620

LOWEST ROOFING PRICES!

24-Hour Emergency Repair/
Re-Roof Specialist. All Roofs.
A-Affordable Home Solutions

West Coast Florida.
CCC-1330057. (727)410-7323

Free Estimates, Residential/ 
Commercial. Repair Specialist. All 
Types; Shingle, Tile, Metal, Flat, 
Skylights, Soffi t, Fascia. Owner 
Operated. Licensed/ Insured.

RC0066779. Offi ce (727)412-8826.

 

 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Roof Repairs, Roof Leaks, 
Rotted Wood Specialist,

(727)541-6909

Lic # RC29027195 & Insured

Screening

J&J RESCREENING, LLC.
Rescreen Your Pool/ Lanai Today!

SINCE 1993. FREE Estimates.
Warranty. C-9682. Insured.

(727)522-1033

BERGSTROM’S PRESSURE & 

GUTTER CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES 
$10 Off Your First Cleaning When 
You Mention this Ad. Insured, Eric 

(727)385-9581

Handyman

HANDY DANDY OLD MAN

For all your around-the-house
maintenance needs. 
FREE ESTIMATES!

GMAN, (727)678-5136, Info.

YARD CLEAN-UPS

Handyman, Property Maintenance, 
Trimming, Haul Away Junk, Gutter 

Cleaning, Reasonable Prices. 
(727)543-7066.

DONE RIGHT 

CARPENTRY LLC
Doors, Drywall, 

Molding, Repairs. 
Finish Carpenter. 

Serving Pinellas 27 Years. 
Lic#C-5826. Insured. 

(727)443-5822

DAVE’S HANDYMAN AND

Yard Work Service. 25 Years 
Experience. Free Estimates, Work 

Guaranteed. (727)641-0466

**CALL AN EXPERIENCED**

Dependable Handyman!

Affordable Rates. Minor
Home Repairs. No Job

Too Small. (727)742-3643

NEED A HANDYMAN?

Dennis Is Your Man

From New Jersey 

35-Years’ Experience

No Job Too Small

Pressure Washing Also 

(727)687-8583

RAKING YARDS

ROOF & GUTTER

CLEANING
Trimming Branches. Minor

Repairs and Hauling 
Call For Free Estimates! 

(727)641-9033

LEVEL 5 FLOORING

Waxing, Grinding, Terrazzo, 
Garage, Hardwood Floors, 

Sanding/Refi nishing, 
Pressure Washing. 
level5fl ooring.com 

Steve (727)479-2674

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES

Property Maintenance, Yard Work, 
Pressure Washing, 
FREE ESTIMATES.

Call Sean 
(727)337-1464

MAD BEACH SERVICES

“Your Local Handy Man” 
40 Years Experience, Residential-

Commercial, 
Quality- Integrity- Pricing 

(727)456-8092

 

Hauling

ALPHA JUNK HAULING

Loves Small Jobs! Clean Outs, 
Foreclosures, Yard Waste, Furniture, 

Appliances. Doug (727)385-1132

CHARLES TRASH HAUL & 

DEMOLITION

Make & Choose Your Own Price!
Debris, Trash, Junk Hauling, 

Garage Clean Outs. 
Lowest Rate!

 (727)520-4490

 www.Charlestrashhauling.com

DUTCH VIKING

DEMO HAUL & DUMP

You Fill or We Fill. 
Drop Off or Same Day.

Family Owned & Operated.
Free Estimates
(727)543-1115

BIG JIM’S ECONOMY HAULING

Prompt, Professional, Reliable. 
Free Estimates, Senior Discounts. 

Debris, Cleanups, Tear Downs.
We Love SMALL & Big Jobs!
Support Small Local Business

www.bigjimseconomyhauling.com 
INSURED

(727)520-3311

KITCHEN/ BATH REMODEL?

Fast Affordable Clean Outs!
You Call We Haul!

Free Estimates. 

(727)743-0029 
www.RodsJunkHauling.com

AFFORDABLE HAULING
Drop Off Trailers for Your Trash. 

Easy to Load. 
Licensed & Insured

(727)698-3594

HAULING AND FREE SCRAP 

REMOVAL SERVICE

Home, Shop, Offi ce & Yard Clean 
Outs. We Do It All!

(727)251-1090

Landscaping

MV PAINTING

Interior/ Exterior 
Residential/ Commercial

Wallpaper Removal
Stain & Varnish
Epoxy Floors

All Types of Pressure Washing 
Free Estimates 
(727)504-1987

Lic#C-10254

ARTIST RAINBOW PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
On-Time, Courteous, Professional, 

Insured. Pressure Cleaning.
FREE ESTIMATES

(727)776-4098

www.artistrainbow.blogspot.com
LIC#C10327/PA28351

PREMIER PAINTING & COATINGS

(727)492-0585 
premierpaintingandcoating.com 
Ask About Our Current Monthly 

Special. We Use  Coatings That Last! 
Military/Senior Discounts. 

Lic.C-11047

SUNRISE QUALITY PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
Interior & Exterior
Pressure Cleaning

Family Owned & Operated.
Call 24/Hours a Day!

Nick (727)744-3232. Lic#C-9597

SCOTT THE PAINTER

A Painter Referred 
By Your Neighbors 

Call Today (720)373-1010
Lic#C-11177

Pest Control

ROB’S PEST CONTROL

Family Owned and Operated. 
Serving Pinellas Since 1979. 

Call Now! (727)687-1730

Pet Services 

PET GROOMING

NEW CLIENTS SPECIAL!

$22 Any Dog Breed 
Includes Wash/ Dry/ Nails/ 

Ears and a Trim, 
Make Them Beautiful ... Affordably 

Our Salon Established in 1979
Academy of Animal Arts. 

(727)596-2547 
academyofanimalarts.com

CANINE CARE

MOBILE DOG GROOMING

Quality Service At Your Door In a 
Clean Comfortable Enviroment

(727)507-1547

www.caninecaremg.com

PET SITTING

I Come To You, Available 24/7, $10+/
Hour. Love Animals, Let Me Take 

Care Of Yours! (727)776-8309

Plaster & Stucco

ANDY’S STUCCO  & Plastering

SERVING CLEARWATER, LARGO 

AND SEMINOLE

Small Plaster/ Stucco Jobs. Patch
Work. Lic#C-6903. Insured. Free

Estimates. (727)524-8140,
(727)434-4386

Plumbing

Small Job Plumbing

Specialist
Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
I-CFC1427888. Low Rates.

Don-Charles
(727)522-2508

ANYTIME PLUMBING

All Plumbing Repairs,
Re-Pipes & Drain Cleaning.

No Job Too Small! CFC1425923
(727)822-1742

PLUMBING REPAIRS R-US, INC.

Repairs & Irrigation.
Owner Operated. Low Rates.

Free Estimates. 10% OFF W/AD!

CFC-1428533. Insured. Visa/MC.
(727)487-3645.

HOLDER PLUMBING
All Phase Plumbing Service

Natural Gas
Residential/Commercial

Quality Workmanship and

Complete Professionalism

“Is Our Guarantee”

(727)343-7400

24 Hour Service Available
Lic. & Ins. CFC1427381

JOHNSMITH PLUMBING, INC.

Fast, Honest, Reliable Service You 
Can Depend On! State Certifi ed 

Plumbing Contractor #CFC057139 
Providing Service Throughout 

the Tampa Bay Area. All Repairs, 
Re-Piping and New Installations 

(727)934-1956

Pool Pumps

POOL HEAT PUMPS

SALES & INSTALLATION

(727)447-7212

carrairconditioning.com
CARR AIR & HEATING

 THE COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

License #CAC045888

Pool Service

LIVING WATER

POOL SERVICE
Weekly Service Or Chemical

Check Only, Includes Chemicals.
Family Owned. (727)204-1387

“BEST LANDSCAPE”

SERVICES INCLUDE

DESIGN & BUILD

PLANTS - TREES - SOD 

REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

38 Years of Experience 

Call (727) 638-9002

ANGEL’S LANDSCAPING

Tree, Sod & Lawn Service

SUMMER SAVINGS

$100 OFF

ANY JOB OVER $600

$50 OFF

ANY JOB UNDER $600

Licensed & Insured

Se Habla Espanol

Prompt & Courteous Service

(727)686-7268

LANDSCAPING 

YOU CAN AFFORD
Stone Patios, Palms,

Planting, Sodding, Clean-ups,
Tree/Palm, Hedge Trimming,
Stump-grinding, Xeriscaping, 

Irrigation Systems.
NEW PHONE - (727)238-4454

Full Service Lawn And Landscape 
Maintenance. Irrigation, Landscape 

Lighting, Drainage,Tree Pruning. 
SPECIAL 25% OFF ANY SERVICE 

OVER $250!

(727)564-4494

SOD SPECIAL! 

(727)687-LAWN(5296)

Lawn Care

BEST PRICE LAWN 

SERVICE
Mow, Edge, Trim, Property 

Maintenance. Tree Trimming, Clean-
ups. Free Estimates 

Lic/Ins. Call Kirk 

(727)403-8643

HENRY G’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE

Full Property Maintenance & 
Landscaping. Free Estimates. 

Licensed/Insured. 

(727)688-4141

EVERGREEN LAWNS

LEAF VACUUMING
LEAVE YOUR LEAVES TO US!

Cleanups, Residential Lawn 
Maintenance. Free Estimates! 

Licensed and Insured. 
 Evergreen_Lawns@ymail.com 

(727)639-1520

www.facebook.com/EvergreenLawns

KIRK MORGAN’S 

RESIDENTIAL & 

COMMERCIAL
Lawn Service, All Phases of Tree 
& Yard Work, Hauling & General 
Maintenance, House Cleanups, 

Licensed. 50+ Years In The Area. 
Let Me Save You Some $. 

(727)709-7292

A LAWN SERVICE 

YOU CAN AFFORD!

Hedge, Tree, Palm Trimming, 
Leaf Raking, Clean-Ups. 

NEW PHONE - (727)238-4454

Moving/Shipping

A-2-Z MOVING
Home • Offi ce • Delivery 
Est. 1986 • 24’ Box Truck

Local/ Statewide. FL#IM660.
A2ZMovingFL.com

(727)584-2302

Painting

 

 

 
 

 

AFFORDABLE 
PAINTING

By Tim Barrett Painting, Inc.
20-Years’ Experience. Honest

& Dependable. Insured. #C-9762.
Owner Operated.

(727)391-6694
*INTERIOR, $35+ PER ROOM*

Pressure Cleaning, Textures, 
Drywall Repair, Exterior Painting 

$1,200/1,200SF
Dobraski Bros. C-5352.

(727)458-3477

MARRIED COUPLE 

PAINTING PINELLAS 

BEAUTIFUL SINCE 1981!!
Call MARY LEONARD INC.

and Let Us Paint Your Home. 
Insured/License #C-4075

(727)595-8312

(727)385-3523

Complete Pool & Lawn Service 

Combos as Low as $125/Month 

Licensed/ Insured 

Residential/ Commercial 

Credit Card Accepted 

Free Estimates. (727)385-3523.

Pressure Cleaning

A XTREME Pressure Cleaning

Lic/Ins. We Clean Anything!!!

Big/ Small Jobs, LOW PRICES!

Free Estimates. (727)585-2886.

(727)639-3958

 Residential- Commercial, Licensed/

Insured. Low Rates, Free Estimates, 

10% Military Discount. 

www.SunStatePW.com

WE USE HOT WATER !!

SPECIALIZING In Low Pressure

Tile & Shingle Roofs. Lic/Ins.

FREE ESTIMATES

amenpressurewashing.com

(727)303-7500

Pumps

EARL PRUITT WELL &

PUMP SERVICE
Is Your Pump Noisy or Producing

Low Pressure? Call Earl

(727)544-0718, 

(727)439-2300.
www.wellandpumpexperts.com

Lic#SWWM2214

Remodeling

LOWEST PRICES ON ALL

Remodeling/ Roofi ng/ Room

Additions. A-Affordable Home

Solutions West Coast Florida.

CBC-1253637  CCC-1330057 

(727)410-7323

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN-BUILD

New Construction And Major 

Remodeling, Condo Build Outs, 

Wind And Water Damage Repair. 

Residential And Commercial 

Since 1971. Lic.#C5684 

Rod Karcher (727)530-4300

GulfFrontConstruction.com

BUDGET FRIENDLY

Remodels, Additions, & Repairs

No Job Is Too Big Or Small!

FREE-CONSULTATIONS 

(727)420-6073 CBC1260297

www.ReelConstructionResources.com

TISDALE CONTRUCTION

Serving Gulf Beaches For 30+ Years

CB-C059417

Additions • Remodeling 

Custom Homes • Light Commercial

tisdale.construct@verizon.net

(727)360-1891

tisdaleconstruction.net

For A CLEARVIEW Call

(727)548-5460, (727)480-7157.

Tree Trimming, Lawn & Landscape.

Certifi ed Arborist #FL5586A.

Licensed & Insured.

01
12

17

TIP TOP TREE

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE

Reliable, Nondestructive, Diagnostics 

for the Structural Integrity of Your 

Trees. (727)536-3511

TV & Video Repair

CLEARWATER TV

Service Calls $29.50!

All Types TV’s, Free Estimates,

APPLIANCE & COMPUTER

REPAIR AVAILABLE.

41 Years In Business, Angie’s List 

Member, Senior Discounts! 

www.ClearwaterTVService.com

1310 S. Missouri Ave. 

(727)773-6125

Wells - Shallow & Deep

EARL PRUITT WELL &

PUMP SERVICE

Is Your Pump Noisy or Producing 

Low Pressure? Call Earl 

(727)544-0718, 

(727)439-2300 
www.wellandpumpexperts.com 

Lic#SWWM2214

Window Sales/Replacement

KAROLY WINDOWS & DOORS

Get Price Quote Through Our

Website! #1 On Angie’s List.

WWW.FlWindowReplacement.com

(813)766-4414 C-9983.

WATER INTRUSION, SPALLING & 

SAGGING HEADER SPECIALIST

Worn Rollers? Damaged Track? 

Weatherstripping Issues? Broken 

Locks & Handles? Call for Free 

Quote! (727)269-5311

Window Cleaning

SHANE’S WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Pinellas County 15 years. 

Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly.

Construction  Clean-up Specialist. 

Residential, Commercial. Insured.  

(727)542-8610. 

Shane@Shaneswindowcleaning.com

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW 

CLEANING

Both Sides Completely Detailed. 

Affordable Pressure 

Cleaning, TOO!

 Excellent References. Free 

Estimates. Lic/Insured/Bonded. 

(727)743-0701

LandscapingGutters Painting Screening

Roofi ng Roofi ng

Pool Service Tree Services

Licensed, Bonded, Insured | Residential & Commercial

Pasco, Hernando, Pinellas, Hillsborough Counties

www.BaytoBayRoofi ng.com • BayToBayRoofi ng@gmail.com
State Certifi ed Roofi ng Contractor License #CCC1330112

Shingle * Tile * Metal * Flat * New Roofs * Re-Roofs * Roof Repairs
Free Estimates • Family Owned & Operated

727-478-0546

Lic./Bonded/Ins.
Res. & Comm.

Senior & Veteran
Discounts!

State Certifi ed Roofi ng Contractor
License #CCC1325864

Servicing all of Tampa Bay

727-378-5892
www.hlvroofi ng.com

hlvroofi ng@gmail.com

• Shingle
• Tile
• Metal
• Flat

• Tapered Systems
• New Roofs
• Re-Roofi ng
• Repairs

Family Owned & Operated
Free Estimates

BAY TO BAY ROOFING INC.

Unsurpassed Quality & Craftsmanship

Unsurpassed Quality & Craftsmanship

10
19
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CARRIERS NEEDED in Pinellas County
(Seminole, Largo, Clearwater, Dunedin & Tarpon Springs)

Contact Lee Shifl ett at
lshifl ett@sunsetadvertisingdistributors.com 

727-530-5521 • 727-337-9000

DELIVER
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historical popularity of the radio 
program and TV series,” said Rice. 
“I plan to bring to our production 
of ‘Encore for Murder’ all the best 
elements of the noir mystery genre 
– intrigue, colorful characters, crisp 
dialogue and suspense. Our incred-
ible cast of 10 professional actors 
bring experience from Broadway, 
local and national theatre, fi lm, TV 
and radio theatre, who will be led 
by Gary Sandy of ‘WKRP in Cincin-
nati’ fame. I look forward to kick-
ing-off 2018, celebrating Mickey 
Spillane’s 100th birthday with this 
nod to his most popular character 
Mike Hammer.”

“This is where the great-
est private eye in American folk-
lore began, with Mickey Spillane 
and his character, Mike Ham-
mer,” added Buffman. “There 
have been thousands of fi lms and 
novels in the private eye genre 
sweeping the world of TV, radio, 
movies and novels. We are hon-
ored to present this all-new the-
atrical production as we celebrate 
the 100th birthday of Spillane in
2018 and we are so fortunate to 
have Richard as our director work-
ing with this terrifi c cast of talented 
pros, local and regional actors and 
the best up and coming talent in 
Tampa Bay.”

The production also will feature 
state-of-the-art technology includ-
ing a cinematic screen with contin-
uous projections of Broadway and 
New York City locations, more than 
200 stunning sound effects and an 
original music score.

Times, dates, performers, perfor-
mances and descriptions of perfor-
mances are subject to change. 

Performance times are as fol-
lows:

• Thursday, Jan. 18 at 7:30 p.m.
• Friday, Jan. 19 at 7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, Jan. 20 at 2 and 

7:30 p.m. 
• Sunday, Jan. 21 at 2 p.m.
• Thursday, Jan. 25 at 7:30 p.m.
• Friday, Jan. 26 at 7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, Jan. 27 at 2 and 

7:30 p.m.
• Sunday, Jan. 28 at 2 p.m.
• Tuesday, Jan. 30 at 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, Jan. 31 at 7:30 

p.m.
• Thursday, Feb. 1 at 7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, Feb. 3 at 2 and 7:30 

p.m.
A limited number of VIP tickets 

priced at $100 are available which 
includes a premium, up-close cab-
aret table reserved seat, commem-
orative VIP laminated pass and 
limited edition autographed show 
poster, champagne and light hors 
d’oeuvres prior to performance and 
a post-show exclusive look behind 
the curtain with a Q&A session 
with Sandy and the cast, as well 
as a photo opportunity. In addi-
tion, single tickets priced at $75 are 
available which includes a general 
admission up close cabaret table 
seat, a pre-show reception with 
champagne and hors d’oeuvres and 
a post-show exclusive look behind 
the curtain with a Q&A session 
with Sandy and the cast, as well as 
a photo opportunity. 

For information, call 727-791-
7400 or visit www.rutheckerdhall.
com.

ENCORE, from page 3B 

Jobsite to stage ‘The Tempest’ at Straz
TAMPA – Jobsite Theater, resident theater company of the 

Straz Center, will continue its beloved tradition of offering 
exciting, dynamic, audience-centric productions of Shake-
speare with “The Tempest,” playing Jan. 19 through Feb. 18, 
in the Shimberg Playhouse at David A. Straz Jr. Center for 
the Performing Arts, 1010 N. MacInnes Place, Tampa.

Single tickets start at $29.50. For performance times, 
tickets and information, call 813-229-7827 or 800-955-1045 
or visit strazcenter.org.

On a distant island a woman waits. Robbed of her posi-
tion, power and wealth her enemies have left her in isolation. 
But this is no ordinary woman, nor an ordinary island. She 
is a magician, able to control the very elements and bend na-
ture to her will. When the vessel carrying those who wronged 
her appears in the distance, she creates a vast magical 
storm to bring them to her – then they awake fi nding them-
selves in a place where nothing is as it seems.

Jobsite is thrilled to continue their commitment to making 
the Bard accessible to regional audiences with this delightful 
fantasy. This production reimagines the character of Prospe-
ro as a woman, played by Jobsite ensemble veteran Roxanne 
Fay. Fay has previously been seen in Jobsite’s humble home 
as Touchstone in “As You Like It,” Feste in “Twelfth Night” 
and Beatrice in “Much Ado About Nothing” as well as Ma-
dame in their Best of the Bay Award winning production of 
“The Maids.” 

This production also stars Jobsite veterans Katrina Ste-
venson (Ariel), Giles Davies (Caliban), Emily Belvo (Miranda), 
Brian Shea (Antonio), Ward G, Smith (Sebastian), Derrick 
Phillips (Trinculo) and Alvin Jenkins (Alonso) while welcom-
ing Nicole Maahs (Sebastian), DeQuan Mitchell (Ferdinand), 
Cornelio Aguilera (Francisco), India Davison (Adrian), and 
Michael Mahoney (Gonzalo) to their mighty ensemble. The 
Tempest is directed by David M. Jenkins, who also provides 
set and sound design, with lights by Ryan E. Finzelber and 
costumes by Katrina Stevenson.

Jobsite believes Shakespeare is meant to be seen, not 
read, and the company prides their work on always being 
audience-centric, accessible and exciting. The themes of 
greed and ambition, revenge and retribution are timeless, 
and so is the idea that we must do what society tells us, 
for better or worse, lest we endure the consequences. This 
production is sure to delight audiences ages 8 to 80 with the 
way it embraces the play, the imagination, and the magic of 
live performance.

Photo courtesy of PRITCHARD PHOTOGRAPHY/JOBESITE THEATER

Pictured are, from top to bottom, Katrina Stevenson (Ariel), Roxanne Fay (Prospero), 
Emily Belvo (Miranda), and Giles Davies (Caliban), in Jobsite Theater’s production of 
“The Tempest,” playing the Straz Center in downtown Tampa Jan. 17 through Feb 11.

Photo courtesy of RUTH ECKERD HALL

Greg Leisz, left, and Jackson Browne perform Jan. 18 at Ruth Eckerd 
Hall.

Ruth Eckerd Hall to present 
Jackson Browne, Greg Leisz

CLEARWATER – Singer-song-
writer Jackson Browne will be 
joined by pedal steel player and 
guitarist Greg Leisz for an acoustic 
performance Thursday, Jan. 18, 
8 p.m., at Ruth Eckerd Hall, 1111 
McMullen Booth Road, Clearwater. 

Tickets start at $52.75. Call 727-
791-7400 or visit www.rutheckerd
hall.com.

Browne has written and per-
formed some of the most liter-
ate and moving songs in popular 
music and has defi ned a genre of 
songwriting charged with honesty, 
emotion and personal politics. He 
was honored with induction into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
2004, and the Songwriter’s Hall of 
Fame in 2007. Beyond his music, 
Browne is known for his advoca-
cy on behalf of the environment, 

human rights, and arts education. 
He’s a co-founder of the groups 
Musicians United for Safe Energy 
and Nukefree.org.

Among Browne’s best-known re-
cordings are songs such as “These 
Days,” “The Pretender,” “Running 
on Empty,” “Lawyers in Love,” 
“Doctor My Eyes,” “Take It Easy,” 
“For a Rocker” and “Somebody’s 
Baby.”

Leisz is known for hit songs such 
as “I Will Take Care of You” and 
“You Dig” and has played with Joni 
Mitchell, Sheryl Crow, Peter Case, 
Paul Westerberg, Victoria Williams, 
Joe Cocker, Dave Alvin and mores. 
Not to be pigeonholed in just roots 
music, Leisz has also played with 
the likes of Beck, Matthew Sweet, 
Bad Religion, the Smashing Pump-
kins, and Brian Wilson.

The Beacon. A
tradition in your
neighborhood.

010418

011818

Belly Dancing
Every Saturday

6:45pm & 7:45pm
No Cover

No Minimum

011818

Lamb Lovers DelightGreek Salad for one – A Meal in Itself!

11125 Park Blvd. (On Johnson Blvd., by Seminole City Center) • Seminole, FL 33772 • 727 393-6669
Mon.-Thurs, 10:30am-9:30pm, Fri. 10:30am-10pm, Sat. 11am-10pm

Thank You For Voting Us #1 
10 years in a row in the Tampa Bay Area • 2008-2017 in Readers Choice SEMINOLE CHAMBER BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2017

SM

Serving LUNCH & DINNER ALL DAY
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SEMINOLE • 7501 Seminole Blvd. • (727) 391-6642

LARGO MALL • 10500 Ulmerton Rd., Ste. 740 • (727) 586-5553 FT. HARRISO

S. PASADE
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