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Lawmakers have
set pathetic record
for unconstitutional
bills, columnist says.
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Governments eye higher tax rates

By TOM GERMOND

LARGO – The Pinellas County School Board agreed informally
July 17 to interview three of the 50 applicants for school superin-
tendent instead of hiring a firm to search for more applicants.

The applicants that the board will interview, at least initially, are
Michael Grego, former superintendent of Osceola County School
District; Constance Jones, chief academic officer of the Lee County
School District; and Christian Cutter, superintendent of the Dou-
glas County District in Colorado.

The board hired Wayne Blanton, executive director of the Florida
School Boards Association, to conduct the search, which was
capped at $8,000.

Some board members, such as Glenton Gilzean, were concerned
that the board wasn’t getting the best applicants available.

He said the search attracted professionals who made it “to the
NBA … but are they the LeBron James who are going to come in
here and make our schools better?”

Blanton said he thinks the board has good candidates.
“I think to interview them is where the rubber meets the road.

That’s where you decided if they are the right person or not. I would
strongly encourage you to pick your candidates … and go through
the interviews because I think you and your community are going
to be impressed,” Blanton said.

Blanton asked if the board drops the process, what guarantees 
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Cancer survivor
thankful for help

Suzane Bergergon was battling breast
cancer and its complications.

“I wanted to kill myself. I was tired of
being a burden on my family,” she said.
“I just felt totally useless, like a freak.
Like a monster, because of the surgery
and everything. I was bald, I didn’t feel
like a woman.”

... Page 2A.

LARGO

ENTERTAINMENT

Top guitarist to play 
in Island Estates

Slick Aguilar, lead guitarist of Jefferson
Starship, will lead a group of world-class
musicians to an intimate setting at a
Pinellas venue.

Aguilar and his crew will perform Fri-
day and Saturday, July 20-21, at the
Original Boardwalk Grill and Sports Bar,
126 Island Way, in the Island Estates
Plaza on Clearwater Beach.

In addition to Aguilar, the show will
feature Joe Lala, percussionist for Cros-
by, Stills and Nash; Kevin Hurley, gui-
tarist for Santana; and Charlie DeChant,
saxophonist for Hall and Oates.

The music will start sometime after 9
p.m. and there is no cover charge.

... Page 8B.

See COUNTY, page 4ASee CITY, page 4A

Board picks three
to interview for
school chief’s job

Lawsuit stops action on referendum Courts asked to reinstate county commission term limits ... Page 6A.

Christian Bale, Michael Caine and Anne Hath-
away star in Batman adventure ... Page 1B.

‘Dark Knight Rises’ –
Conclusion to trilogy
opens this weekend
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727-725-1052
2547 – Countryside Blvd. #5

www.CustomHairTampa.com

Look Good All Summer Long!
$50 OFF - Any New Wig

Custom Hair & Wigs

030112

BACK AND NECK PAIN
TREATMENT

AUTO ACCIDENT INJURIES
Low Back Pain • Neck Pain • Disc Problems • Headaches

Gregory Hollstrom II, D.C. • Brian Rebori, D.C.
11444 Seminole Blvd., Largo • 727-393-6100

Learn More at: www.DrGregHollstrom.com

12046 Indian Rocks Road, Largo
727-595-1222 • www.VONailsAndSpa.com
FACIALS • SPA THERAPY • WAXING • NAILS AND MORE

Not available with other offers. Expires 8/15/12

Full Set or
Spa Mani-Pedi

Not available with other offers. Exp. 8/15/12
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We Offer
SHELLAC for

Natural Nails

20% OFF
All Services

for New Clients.

$500

OFF

City to consider
partnerships law

City commissioners may further dis-
cuss adopting a domestic partnership or-
dinance similar to those of other area
municipalities.

City Commissioner Michael Smith
asked July 10 whether commissioners
had any interest in creating the ordi-
nance.

... Page 3A.

By SUZETTE PORTER

CLEARWATER – County Administrator
Bob LaSala’s budget for fiscal year 2013,
includes proposed millage rate increases
for the general fund as well as Emergen-
cy Medical Services, six fire districts and
Palm Harbor Recreation and Library Dis-
trict.

LaSala prefaced his July 10 budget
presentation with talk about the uncer-
tainty of economic conditions in the com-
ing years and the steps taken to preserve
the county’s financial stability. He said
his budget was “a story” about a diverse
business that was prioritizing and man-
aging its business lines to address cur-
rent fiscal issues.

He talked about decisions made since
the economic downturn began in 2008
and the adjustments made over time to

address fewer dollars coming in to pay for
county government. He cautioned against
going over the tipping point, which he be-
lieves “we are close to or at that point.”

“We can’t respond in an emergency as
quickly,” he said.

He gave an example of cleanup in the
county parks after Tropical Storm Debby.
Since budget cuts necessitated the use of
roving park staff, instead of dedicated
park staff, parks were cleaned up one-at-
a-time as opposed to having work ongo-
ing in all of them simultaneously.

He said workplace morale was another
problem due to “stagnant salaries, ongo-
ing uncertainty and increased work-
loads.” The budget doesn’t propose a pay
raise for county employees until FY 2016.

“Service delivery would be crippled by 

By TOM GERMOND

LARGO – Trying to cope with budget
woes, city commissioners voted 6-1
July 17 to raise the tentative millage
rate for the next fiscal year to 4.99
mills.

The action stems from City Manager
Mac Craig strongly urging the City
Commission at a July 10 work session
to raise the millage rate to that level be-
cause of projected budget shortfalls.

The current rate is 4.55 mills. A mill
is equal to $1 per every $1,000 of as-
sessed property value.

Commissioner Robert Murray said by
having the 4.99 mills, the city has flexi-
bility to have discussions on possible
budget cuts and make changes if they
desire during work sessions. Once they
set the rate for county property tax no-

tices, commissioners cannot raise it
under state law, but they can lower it.

Murray said he has heard numerous
comments about the benefits of city
amenities, such as the Highland Recre-
ation Center, which is being rebuilt.

“In the circles I travel, people do say
they do want a tax increase in order to
continue the services we are providing,”
he said.

Mayor Pat Gerard agreed.
“As much as it’s harder to pay a few

more bucks in taxes, these are the
times when the people need the servic-
es we provide,” she said. “Not just po-
lice and fire, but recreation and all
other things we do.”

Commissioner Curtis Holmes, who
cast the dissenting vote, said that tax

County considers millage increaseCity OKs tentative rate of 4.99 mills

Stress
reduction

Cathy Wolfe and Jack
Yost of Seminole enjoy
the great outdoors by
practicing Tai Chi in
Largo’s Taylor Park.

Photo by JIM LAYFIELD

By TOM GERMOND

LARGO – Mayor Pat Gerard and Commissioner
Curtis Holmes thanked residents July 17 for re-
turning them to office without opposition.

The deadline to qualify for the election ended at
5 p.m. July 16. The only race
on the municipal ballot Nov. 6
will be for Seat 4. Robert Hun-
sicker, an automation specialist
who has served on the city’s
Planning Board, and James
Robinson, who is employed by
the Largo Feed Store, will vie for
the seat. All winners in the city
election will serve four-year
terms.

Holmes, an insurance agent
who holds Seat 3, was first
elected in 2009.

“I like to thank the people of Largo for once
again hiring me,” Holmes said. “I work for you
folks. … “Feel free to call on me anytime you got a
question, comment or if you think I’m a sincere
jerk, let me know.”

Gerard was elected to the City Commission in
2000 and served two three-year terms. She was
elected mayor in 2006 and re-elected in 2009.
She is the chief operating officer of Family Re-
sources Inc.

“Thank you all those people who thought about
running against us and didn’t,” she said, joking,
at the commission’s meeting.

“As Commissioner Holmes said, we are still

here to listen to you. I hope that this is a positive
message. I hope it means that people like what’s
going on rather than they just don’t care or that
they have given up,” she said.

Commissioner Gigi Arntzen, who holds Seat 4,
decided not to seek re-election.

“Congratulations to the
mayor and Commissioner
Holmes. Four more years; sorry
I won’t be here,” Arntzen said.

Although only one race will
be on the ballot, city residents
will vote in a referendum giving
the commission the ability to
grant economic development
and property tax exemptions to
new and expanding businesses.
Commissioners July 17 ap-
proved the ballot language for
the referendum.

Under state law that took effect July 1, 2011,
counties and cities can grant tax exemptions on
the value of eligible improvements to property for
businesses that create jobs in certain industries
or areas.

Each request for an exemption must be ap-
proved through an ordinance. 

Businesses must reapply annually if they want
to continue to receive the exemption. Local gov-
ernments may revoke the exemption if the appli-
cant fails to meet the agreement expectations.

The authority to grant the exemptions expires
after 10 years but may be renewed another 10
years by voter approval in a referendum.

Gerard, Holmes re-elected

See INTERVIEW, page 4A

The deadline to
qualify for the City
Commission election
ended at 5 p.m. July
16 with two
candidates, Robert
Hunsicker and
James Robinson,
vying for Seat 4.
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Senior Discount For Grooming Services
20% OFF

727-547-8495
6076 Park Blvd., Pinellas Park

www.amberglenfeeddepot.com

070512

Delivery Available
facebook.com/amberglen.feeddepot

We Carry Frontline
& Advantage II

Natural Balance, Earthborn Holistic, Pro Pac,
Taste of the Wild, Diamond, Canidae & Wysong

Dog Bath
$10

Tues., Wed. & Thurs.
By Appointment

Restrictions Apply.
Exp. 7-31-12

only

New Clients
$5 OFF 

First Groom
with this TBN ad.

Exp. 7-31-12

428 Indian Rocks Rd. N., Belleair Bluffs
PRIVATE JEWELER • DISCREET COLLATERAL LENDING

C A P P E L L O & C O.

Discreet collateral loans
up to $5 million
No bank paperwork, no pawn
shop, just a fast and easy way
to trade your valuable items
for cash without sacrificing
your privacy. We also
purchase jewelry, from single
items to entire estates, and
pay top dollar for gold,
platinum, diamonds and
more. Call 727-585-5700 or
visit CappelloLoans.com to
learn more.

$hh ...

070512

BANKRUPTCY LAW
• Free Consultation
• Save Your Home
• Eliminate
  Credit Card Debt
• Stop Creditor
  Harassment
• Obtain a Fresh Start
• Affordable
  Attorney’s Fee

Colin A. Colgan, Esq.
ccolgan@dhstc.com

8640 Seminole Boulevard
Seminole, FL 33772

Weekend  & Evening
Appointments Available.
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397-5571

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for
bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

helpforyourdebts.com

Aging with Dignity Workshop
July 20, 2012 • 3pm - 5pm • Limited Seating

Call Donna to Reserve @ 568-6709

071212

• Estate Planning Checkup
• Power of Attorney Update
• Medicaid and Veterans Benefits
• End of Life Decision Making
• Assistance for Care Givers
• FREE to Public

(727) 397-5571
8640 Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL
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Celebrat ing 30 Years of  Professional
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday

MUSTANG FLEA &
FARMER’S MARKET

OPEN 7 AM - 1 PM • 3 Days a Week!
8001 Park Blvd. • Pinellas Park 06
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Benefit Sale

Oak Ridge Wesleyan Church
11000 110th Ave. N., Largo

Fellowship Hall

Many “Gently Used Items”
Beautiful Entertainment Unit w/TV,
Furniture, Household, Baby Items,
Books, Crafts, Collectibles, Games,
Clothing (all sizes), Baked Goods,

Much More!

Home delivery will be available for a donation to the building fund.

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs &
Soda Available
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Fri., July 20th • 8am-3pm
Sat., July 21st • 8am-2pm

92911
EYE CARE CENTER

The Eyecare Professionals
Eyecare ... Personal ... Professional

Cataract Surgery
Courtesy transportation from &
to home on the day of surgery

• Thorough Eye Exams
• Glaucoma Care

(Most Insurances Accepted)

D. Heather Heath, M.D. • G. William
Lazenby, M.D. • Frank J. Seidl, M.D.

2770 East Bay Drive, Largo • 727-530-1425
1109 US 19N., Holiday • 727-934-5705

www.lazenbyeyecare.com
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WINDOW T INT ING
Now serving Pinellas County • Auto • Residential • Commercial

25-Yrs Exp. • Mobile Available •  Guaranteed Lowest Prices!

813-417-3209 • 727-698-0226 07
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10% OFF
With This
Coupon!

Village Plaza
1901 West Bay Dr., Largo

581-3637
wwwWestbayClippers.com

Great Everyday Prices

Your Choice

$3500
• Redken Perm,

Cut and Style
• Color, Cut and Style
• Partial Foil Highlights
• Cap Frost and Cut

Offer Expires 8-15-12 BLB

LADIES’
HAIRCUT

$895
MEN’S

HAIRCUT

$875
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WEST BAY

ClippersHair 
Stylist

Wanted

Buy • Sell • Loan
727-545-CASH (2274)

6715 66th St. N., Pinellas Park
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PAWNCash Max
Cash Max

HOT SUMMER SALE!!

10-50% OFF
Our Already Low Prices

Chloe
YARD SALE - Sat., July 21

8am-2pm

VACUUM BOUTIQUE
& GIF TS

12495 Seminole Blvd., Largo

727-584-0532071912

DYSON
CLOSE-OUT SALE!

Reduced Price
5 Year Warranty

Model DC41 AnimalExpires 7/31/12

727-485-8252 or 727-459-0406
5601 66th St. N., St. Petersburg

www.66StreetFleaMarket.com

8am-4pm – Fri., Sat. & Sun.

071912

FREE
PARKING

FREE PARKING

Facebook/66streetfleamarket

Corner Hut Pub 
Free Games Everyday -

Saturday - Live Entertainment
Storefronts on

66th Street
available 

FOR RENT!

20,000 sq. ft. Indoor Market “Rain or Shine!”

AUCTION
EVERY

MONDAY
@ 6:30pm

Next Auction 7/23

Allen L. Williams, D.M.D.
DENTISTRY

1527 S. Highland Ave., Clearwater
727-446-7013

• Dental Lasers
• Open 7am on Wednesdays
• Tooth Colored Fillings
• Emergencies Welcome!

There’s No Need To Hide Behind Sunglasses With Those Pearly Whites!

The patient and any other person responsible for payment have the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for
payment for any other service, examination or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to

the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

License #DN12094

CareCredit®

Financing

Initial Cleaning,
Digital X-Rays & Exam

(Value $303) $$7979**
SUMMER SPECIAL

D0150 Exam • D0274 Bitewings • D0330 Panoramic • D1110 Prophy
*Minimum fee only. Full payment required at time of service. 

Periodontal treatment may be required. Expires 8-11-12

www.ClearwaterSmiles.com

071912

625 Pinellas St., Clearwater - Quality Service for 31 Years

BRASS POLISHING
Protective NO Tarnish Coatings

SILVER-GOLD-BRASS-COPPER-PEWTER

Robert P. Alex Silversmiths 442-7333
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SILVER &

By JULIANA A. TORRES

LARGO – About a year ago, Suzanne Bergeron wanted to kill herself.
She was battling breast cancer, but had lived through a mastectomy

and a string of complications and infections associated with the sur-
gery. She made it through chemotherapy and had started radiation
treatments.

But on that fateful night in March, the financial strain of her ongo-
ing treatment, complicated by her husband’s layoff the year before,
was adding up. To make matters worse, Rick Bergeron had just been
T-boned in crash on his way to buy popsicles for his wife, who couldn’t

Breast cancer survivor fights back from brink of suicide
hold much food down during the radiation treatment.

The couple’s minivan had been damaged, and Rick’s back was in-
jured. They were worried about losing their Pinellas Park home they
had lived in for the last 15 years. They had spent their savings to pay
for Sue’s medical treatment, spent Sue’s recent inheritance from her
father, spent much of her husband’s retirement fund and maxed out
their credit cards.

The Bergerons weren’t sure how they were going to pay for groceries
and gas.

“It just got all too overwhelming,” Sue remembered. “I didn’t want to
live anymore. I thought, ‘Why do they call you a survivor if you lose ev-
erything you own?’”

Sue couldn’t stop crying. She was on depression medication, but it
wasn’t helping. She searched online for organizations that could help
her financially, but the results were disappointing. She and Rick had
tried to refinance their home through federal assistance, but their ap-
plication went nowhere.

“I wanted to kill myself. I was tired of being a burden on my family,”
Sue said. “I just felt totally useless, like a freak. Like a monster, be-
cause of the surgery and everything. I was bald, I didn’t feel like a
woman.”

So Sue began searching online for a gun. She figured she could buy
one off the street, like she had seen on TV, if only she knew how. Her
search wasn’t fruitful.

Later that night, at about 2 a.m., she got into her wheelchair and
went outside.

“I looked up at the sky and I raised my hands up and I says, ‘God,
please. Give me some kind of clue that everything’s going to be OK.
You have to show me the way. I don’t know where to go anymore. I
want to die,’” Sue said.

She stayed outside for hours, crying. She pleaded with her departed
kin: her mother, mother-in-law and grandmother, as the night aged to
morning.

“Just when I was about to come in, I hear a little thump in the drive-
way,” Sue said.

The thump was the delivery of Pinellas Park Beacon. Still feeling
cynical and depressed, Sue brought it inside and sat at her kitchen
table to read it.

On the front page was an article about a colorful fundraiser at
Quaker Steak and Lube for the nonprofit group Bikers Raising Aware-
ness, or BRA. Sue read how the organization helps breast cancer pa-
tients shoulder the burden of everyday bills and expenses during
costly treatments.

Sue decided to call BRA, though she wondered to herself if it was
another scam. Hours after leaving a message, board member Susan
Murray called her back. She asked if the Bergerons’ needs were an
emergency or if they could wait till tomorrow when she and BRA Presi-

Photo by JULIANA A. TORRES
Sue Bergeron sits with her 6-year-old grandson, James, and her husband
Rick in their new apartment in Largo. Sue credits the Pinellas Park
Beacon for helping her to find Bikers Raising Awareness, a nonprofit
that gave her financial and moral support when she was at her lowest
point in a battle against breast cancer.

dent Evi Green could stop by. Sue agreed to meet them the following
day.

“I don’t know what I did,” she told her husband as she hung up the
phone. “I have bikers coming to the house.”

The Bergerons have never ridden, much less owned a motorcycle,
Sue confessed. But that didn’t matter to the BRA team.

“I pictured big burly guys, ready to get into a fight like you see on TV
and in walks this little petite Evi and her really nice friend Susan,” Sue
said. 

She wasn’t sure what help to ask for. The grandmother still looked
very sick, wrapped in bandages and tubes. But she began to describe
her financial troubles: the mortgage they were behind on, the electric
and water bills, the need for gas and food. 

The next day, Sue received a check from BRA that covered her mort-
gage for the month. The group provided groceries and gift cards for gas
and covered five co-payments for her radiation treatment. 

“I was in tears,” Sue said. “I said, ‘Thank you. You guys are my an-
gels God sent to me.’”

The members of BRA didn’t stop there. As Christmas approached,
Sue began to despair that she wouldn’t be able to make the day special
for her grandson, James.

“I didn’t even have one lousy dollar to go to Everything’s a Dollar to
buy him a little matchbook car. That’s all I wanted,” Sue said. “How
can you be a grandma and not give your grandchild anything?”

Bikers Raising Awareness came to the rescue again. Mrs. Claus and
about a dozen of her elves rode to the Bergerons’ house on motorcycles
with presents and Christmas dinner.

“That was real!” James said, piping up to share how he received new
shoes and toys. “Mrs. Santa Claus was on a two-wheeler!”

“He lit up like a light bulb. He couldn’t believe Mrs. Santa Claus
came to see him,” Sue said.

See SURVIVOR, page 3A

How to contribute 
All press releases are published on a space available basis.

They are subject to editing for grammar, length and general
newspaper style.

We are not able to predict exactly the issue it will be printed –
or even guarantee that it will be used.

The deadline for all copy is Friday, noon, preceding publication
date. The newspapers are published Thursdays. For upcoming
events, please send in your announcement two weeks in ad-
vance, if possible.

All submissions can be dropped off at the office or mailed to
Tampa Bay Newspapers, 9911 Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL
33772, emailed to editorial@TBNweekly.com or faxed to 397-
5900.
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DAVID P. CARTER
AT TO R N E Y  AT  L AW

Over 38 Years of Experience - Former Judge

7985 113th Street, Suite 108 • Seminole, FL 33772
727-397-4555 • FAX: 727-397-4405
E-mail: carterlawgroup@yahoo.com

• Wills, Trusts, Estates
• General Civil
• Bankruptcy

• Accident/Personal Injury
• Auto/Slip-Fall
• Product Defect

FREE CONSULTATION

010512

Z

393-2216
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30 • Sat. 7:30-3:00

Summer Service Special!
$5998

Service CenterFamily Owned

• Lube, Oil, Filter Service (up to 5 qts. 10W30)

• Tire Rotation • Brake Inspection
• Air Filter Replacement (Some air filters are extra)

• Replace Wipers (Some models extra)
Coupon Expires 8/10/12. Good only at Hummel Tire & Auto. Plus tax & disposal fee.
Most cars & light trucks. Offer not valid with any other discounts or promotions.

$3995
Call For Appointment

2012 Reader Choice Award 
BEST Service Center 4 Years #1

071212

8350 Seminole Blvd.

Most Extended Warranties Accepted

Pre Purchase Car Inspection!

4 Wheel Alignment Special

$1598
Plus tax & disposal fee. Most cars & light trucks. Offer not valid with any other discounts or promotions.

Oil, Lube, Filter
• 5 qts. of 10W-30 Conventional Oil • Expert lube 

• 27 pt. maintenance Inspection • 5W-20 & 5W-30 oil $4.00 extra
COUPON EXPIRES 8/10/12. Good only at Hummel Tire & Auto. By Appointment

Peace of mind inspection.
Written report provided. 

By appointment. Expires 8/10/12

Amenities
• Same Day Service - most repairs • Local shuttle service - free

• Quality coffee & bottled water - free • Air Conditioned, Carpeted lounge
• Comfortable chairs • 29” Flat Screen TV with cable for viewing

• Local food vendors/shopping • Movies for extended waits

$5995• Check Suspension for Worn Parts
• Check & Adjust Tire Pressure • Check for Tire Wear

• Reset Toe Angles to factory specs Most car and trucks
Expires 8/10/12

Lifetime Warranty On Most PARTS!
Including: Brake Pads, Radiators,

Alternators, Starters, Shocks and Struts

MONROE
Shocks & Struts

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE

WE ACCEPT COMPETITORS’ COUPONS

Mail in Rebate

• Monday through Friday 3-10pm
• Saturday and Sunday 10am-10pm

SAVE TIME AND MONEY
Avoid long waits and high co-payments of hospital ER’s

71
21

2A

NOW OPEN!

62112

TOKENS
MODEL PLANES

TOYS
USED WATCHES
PAPER MONEY
SCRAP GOLD

BUY - SELL - TRADE

MILITARY
SWORDS, MEDALS

& DAGGERS

VINTAGE FISHING
EQUIPMENT

FOREIGN COINS &
FOREIGN PAPER

MONEY

STERLING
FLATWARE

We Make House Calls

DALES COINS TOO
1404 Seminole Blvd., Largo

Just S. of Largo Post Office

727-447-COIN (2646)

DALES COINS 
245 Main Street, Dunedin

Corner of Broadway & Main St.

727-733-3577

070512

Mon.-Fri. 9-4
Sat. 9-3

Closed Sunday

We Sell Coin & Stamp Supplies

PLANES &
TRAINS

OLD TOYS,
CARS, etc.

ALMOST
ANYTHING SMALL
& COLLECTIBLE

US CURRENCY
& MILITARY

SCRIPT

BUYING VINTAGE GAS
PUMPS AND COCA
COLA MACHINES

SILVER COINS
1964 & Older

Dimes • Quarters • Halves

MORGAN 
& PEACE
DOLLARS

GOLD 
BRINGING

BEST PRICE
EVER!

Coin Club Meets Here 3rd Wednesday of the Month

ANTIQUE
MANTLE CLOCKS

Dale’s Coins & Jewelry

Authorized PCGS and NGC member • 32 Years In Business

Later, as the Bergerons still weren’t able to
keep up with their mortgage payments, Sue
turned to BRA website, looking for advice about
the potential foreclosure of her home.

“We were going to be homeless. I didn’t want
to be homeless, but I couldn’t see anywhere else
for us to go. We didn’t have any money. We did-
n’t have any credit anymore,” she said. 

BRA member Kim Cooke, who was a real es-
tate agent along with her husband Bud, offered
her services to help the Bergerons sell their
three-bedroom home on 82nd Avenue. 

They didn’t stop at putting the house on the
market. With the help of BRA volunteers and a
paint donation from Lowe’s Commercial Paint-
ing, the interior of the house was scrubbed and
repainted. The Cookes often came to the house
before a showing and mopped the Bergerons’
tile floors.

When the contact was finalized, and enough
left over for the couple to rent an apartment,
BRA volunteers paid for a moving truck. They
packed up the Bergerons’ belongings and trans-
ported it all to their current apartment in Largo.

“They completely set up our kitchen, set up
our bedroom and set up our living room with us
before they left that day,” Sue said.

“They rearranged the living room three or four

times,” Rick added.
The Bergerons have been settled in their new

home for almost two months. In June, Sue did-
n’t walk in, but attended the BRA Sunset 5K
Walk in Indian Rocks Beach. BRA members
commented that they had never seen her smile
as she had that day.

“It’s so good to be with you guys. You’re my
family. You took me in,” Sue told them. “You all
touched me, in my heart. You made me believe
again that there is caring people again in the
world.”

The experience with BRA has revived Sue’s
faith in humanity.

“I had given up on the world,” she said. “I had
given up faith. I had honestly given up my reli-
gion. I thought, ‘How can God let me go through
all this? Wasn’t breast cancer enough?’”

She’s thankful that she found her way to
BRA through the Pinellas Park Beacon a year
ago.

“I say the Beacon saved my life,” Sue said.
“Had I not seen that article, I honestly believe I
would be dead right now.”

These days, Sue has four goals. She recently
completed one buying herself a pair of shoes.
She wants to be more positive, “be her old self”
and not depressed as she has been. She wants
a chair that she can get in and out of comfort-
ably. 

SURVIVOR, from page 2A

LARGO – City commissioners may
further discuss adopting a domestic
partnership ordinance similar to
those of other area municipalities.

City Commissioner Michael Smith
asked July 10 whether commission-
ers had any interest in creating a do-
mestic partnership ordinance.

He said that St. Petersburg recent-
ly adopted an ordinance that was
“relatively well-written.” Gulfport and
Clearwater have such ordinances,
and county officials also are discussing the
issue.

Smith said that the commission had recently
talked about Largo being competitive with
Clearwater in business development.

“More and more businesses are looking at

this when they are looking at places
they are moving to for their employees,”
he said. 

Having more cities on board would
provide more positive reinforcement, he
said.

“More and more senior citizens are
not remarrying because of Social Secu-
rity issues and pensions, and more
younger people are not getting married
because of the costs of getting married
and other issues that relate to it,”

Smith said.
Mayor Pat Gerard and Commissioner Harriet

Crozier expressed interest in bringing the issue
to a work session.

The St. Petersburg City Council’s ordinance
says that a significant number of city residents

establish and maintain important personal,
emotional and economic relationships with per-
sons to whom they are not married to. 

The council found that a domestic partner-
ship registry is attractive to companies that
value diversity and can assist the city in its eco-
nomic development.

Among its provisions, St. Petersburg’s ordi-
nance says all health care facilities operating
within the city shall honor the registered do-
mestic partnership documentation as evidence
of a partnership and shall allow a registered do-
mestic partner visitation as provided under fed-
eral law.

The ordinance says that the 2010 Census
showed that more than 12 percent of Americans
identified themselves in a domestic partnership,
about 6.7 million households, a 25 percent in-

crease over the 2000 Census numbers.

Largo traffic officer recognized 
LARGO – Officer Kurt Iskra received the Flori-

da Law Enforcement Liaison Program’s “traffic
officer of the year” award July 13 at the Rosen
Singles Resort in Orlando.

Iskra was selected among 100 nominees for
the award, which is given to the highest pro-
ductive, most innovative and dedicated officer to
traffic enforcement in the state, throughout the
year. 

Agencies from throughout the state were
present for awards in various categories. The
Largo Police Department was awarded third
place, in Category 6, for the DUI Challenge and
received a trophy and $10,000 in equipment.

– Tom Germond

Briefs

Michael Smith

And she wants to move back home, maybe
not to a house like she had, but to a condo or a
nice apartment in Pinellas Park, where she’ll be

close to her daughter and grandson again.
“I want back in Pinellas Park. That’s my

roots,” she said.
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additional (budget) reductions,” he told the commission.
From 2007 to 2012, constitutional officers and independent

agencies have lost 730 positions, or 19 percent of their combined
workforce, and now have the lowest position count since 1991.

Departments governed by the Board of County Commissioners
have decreased by 975 positions or 35 percent and now has the
lowest position count since 1985.

The BCC has reduced its budget by more than $100 million, al-
most 39 percent; the Sheriff’s Office budget is down $72.5 mil-
lion, or almost 27 percent; the remaining constitutional officers’
have cut $14.4 million from their collective budgets, or 26 per-
cent; and independent agencies have cut $6.6 million, or 27 per-
cent.

Part of LaSala’s budget balancing strategy has been the fund-
ing of a service level stabilization account, which was established
to cover potential future shortfalls in the general fund. The bal-
ance of the fund is $28.6 million, which represents money saved
by making reductions over the amount needed to balance the
budget in the years 2010 through 2012. To date, none of the
money has been spent.

LaSala recommends beginning to draw down the SLSA in 2013,
along with limiting growth and continuing to streamline opera-

tions and increase efficiencies. However, in part due to the un-
funded mandate from the state for Medicaid, revenue coming in
to the general fund budget is expected to be $24.1 million less
than expected revenue. The long-term shortfall is projected at $30
million to 40 million.

The numbers don’t include the potential for a return to paying
full cost of employees’ pensions.

LaSala says the time has come to increase the countywide mil-
lage rate. He recommends an increase of .25 mills, primarily to
pay for Medicaid.

His budget includes no change in the millage rate for the mu-
nicipal services taxing unit, which is paid by the 270,000 resi-
dents who live in unincorporated areas of Pinellas. The sheriff’s
budget makes up 75 percent of MSTU expenditures.

Another problem area is the Emergency Medical Services Fund.
LaSala proposes balancing the EMS budget using a 21.7 percent
increase in the millage rate, going from .8506 to 1.0355. He said
additional millage rate increases would be necessary in the fu-
ture, if commissioners didn’t find a way to decrease expenses.
Due to a millage cap of 1.5 mills, other sources of revenue for
EMS might be needed in the future, he said.

Funding for the fire districts continues to be a challenge. Six of
12 fire districts have proposed millage rate increases in 2013, in-
cluding Clearwater, Dunedin, Largo, Safety Harbor, Tierra Verde

and South Pasadena.
Water and sewer funds will remain in balance, LaSala said, as

long as proposed rate increases go into effect as scheduled.
LaSala’s budget also includes a 14.2 percent increase for the

Palm Harbor Recreation and Library District, which was request-
ed by the Palm Harbor Community Services Agency. The increase
restores the maximum millage rate that was rolled back due to
state law in fiscal year 2008.

LaSala went over a number of additional budget requests not
included in his budget, including $655,000 for code enforcement,
$135,000 for watershed management monitoring, $149,000 for
OPUS staffing for the Clerk of the Circuit Court, $250,000 for
OPUS staff for Business Technology Services, $78,000 for wide
area network redundancy requested by BTS, and $470,000 from
BTS for Wi-Fi connectivity; $840,000 for health and human serv-
ices needs and others.

Commissioners are expected to begin budget discussions on
July 17. Proposed millage rates are set for tentative approval on
July 26 in time to go out with the Property Appraiser’s TRIM no-
tices on Aug. 20. Once the tentative millage rates are approved,
they cannot be increased; however, they can be lowered.

The first public budget hearing is Sept. 6 with the final hearing
to approve millage rates and budgets scheduled on Sept. 18. The
new fiscal year starts Oct. 1.

COUNTY, from page 1A

By ALEXANDRA LUNDAHL

CLEARWATER – Months after Dolphin Tale came
out in theaters, the Clearwater Marine Aquarium as
well as Clearwater as a whole are still feeling the ef-
fects. The movie’s success has brought numerous
tourists to the area to see the tailless dolphin for
themselves, which not only means more revenue for
CMA, but that also means that numerous more ani-
mals can be helped, new Jolley Trolley routes,
downtown Clearwater businesses have flourished,
and more jobs have been created.

The exact numbers for how Dolphin Tale has im-
pacted the Tampa Bay area won’t be released for
another few months, said Krista Rosado, director of
marketing and advertising at CMA. The University
of South Florida is finishing up a study on these im-
pacts, so until that is released, CMA does not want
to speculate about numbers. But one thing is clear.
There has been a massive surge of visitors to the
area, and the whole area has felt it.

“I don’t think anyone knew what to expect,” Rosa-
do said. “We’ve studied movies and tourism and the
effects that it can have on the community, but we
have this unique trifecta where we were already a
tourist destination and have some of the most beau-
tiful beaches in the world. So we thought we had an
idea, but there was no way to gauge how it would
be. But we’re happy.”

Because of all the additional guests to the aquari-
um, CMA has been able to hire additional staff to
help monitor and manage crowds, Rosado said.
Plus, they have been able to use the old Harborview
Center as the new Winter Dolphin Tale Adventure
center. This takes fans inside the movie, with re-
built scenes, movie images, props and educational
fun. There also is an educational, interactive hurri-
cane exhibit.

“The hurricane exhibit at Winter’s Dolphin Tale
Experience is by far our most interactive experience
that we’ve ever embarked upon,” Rosado said. “It’s a
walk-through exhibit – it’s educational, talking
about hurricanes in general but also gives the feel-
ing of being part of a hurricane. You really are expe-
riencing, and it’s to mimic the hurricane that took
place in Dolphin Tale.”

CMA is also finishing up Phase 1 of its facility ex-
pansion that was made possible by all the extra
guests brought in by the movie. This will significant-
ly increase the number of animals the rescue aquar-
ium will be able to help.

“This will allow us to triple our capacity for ma-
rine mammals and double the capacity for our tur-
tles, so the larger our facility becomes, the more
animals that we’ll be able to take in and meet our
mission,” Rosado said. “Plus, we’ll have a state-of-
the-art food preparation area and an entirely new
surgical suite with new equipment and significantly
more space that will allow us to do more for ani-
mals.”

Phase 1 also includes new rehabilitation pools,
administrative space, event and camp space, educa-
tional space, and a new dive area for the staff that
maintain the pools. When that is finished in a few
months, then they will move on to Phase 2, which
includes expanding guest space on the other side of
the facility.

“Because we are a nonprofit, every person who

comes through the door translates to more money
that we can spend on our mission,” Rosado said.
“As a nonprofit, our mission is No. 1, and we’re
completely focused on helping animals. Every addi-
tional person who comes to visit us helps us do that
mission.”

The biggest group of animals CMA helps is sea
turtles. On an average year, between nesting and re-
habilitation, CMA releases about 10,000 turtles,
Rosado said.

“Rehabilitation is huge,” Rosado said. “These ani-
mals rely on us when they’re in their time of need.
Just as people go to the hospital, we’re that re-
source for marine animals in our area. And to pro-
vide a superior residency for the animals that we
can’t release. And they become ambassadors for
their species, and they can educate people. A lot of
the animals that come to us are at the hands of hu-
mans.”

Therefore, the more reef cleanups people can do
and just being educated about simple practices that
will end up saving animals, the more animals will be
helped.

But the aquarium and animals weren’t the only
things impacted by the movie.

The Jolley Trolley has had a huge impact because
a new route between CMA and Winter’s Dolphin
Tale Adventure has been added.

“It’s really given us the opportunity to create a
connection to downtown Clearwater, and it’s some-
thing we’ve been looking for anyhow,” said Bob Lon-
genecker, executive director of Jolley Trolley.
“Whereas most of the riders of course are CMA rid-
ers, but we’ve designated it as a public route, so
anyone can use that route.”

Longenecker said a lot of the service employees
on Clearwater Beach have been using that route, so
it is reaching more than just the tourists.

This new route was started around December
2011, and it has been far more successful than ever
imagined.

“We thought there’d be 40 to 50 passengers per
hour, which means about 500 a day, or 15,000 a
month,” Longenecker said. “And the first full month
in January, we had 22,000, and in February we had
34,000. Then in March, of course, it was connected
to spring break, and we had 51,000.”

But numbers have just been increasing, even de-
spite the boost spring break had on the area. In
June, there were 55,000 riders on that line, he said.

Currently – in the heavy season – there are six
trolleys running each day, doing about 20 trips
each, Longenecker said. They run every day of the
week. Meanwhile, the trolley system is running its
normal percentage increase on the beaches and the
coastal route – around 5 to 10 percent, so the CMA
route is an additional boost on top of all that, he
said.

“It’s been good and it’s also been a positive thing
for downtown Clearwater because as we loop
through the downtown area, people ask questions –
‘What’s this?’ ‘How about that?’” Longenecker said.
“And the drivers are getting more comfortable point-
ing things out to passengers. And certainly the busi-
nesses who chose to advertise on the Trolley, which
is also what helps pay for it, are benefitting tremen-
dously in the exposure.”

One such business is Tony’s Pizza. It has

Movie helps aquarium, animals, downtown Clearwater

ad\CMA and Winter’s Dolphin Tale Adventure – and
this support has paid off.

“It’s been amazing,” said Claudia Starova, manag-
er and co-owner of Tony’s Pizza. “You can see some-
times 80 percent because of the customers. It’s
almost doubled our entire business.”

Having the dolphin adventure just down the
street has especially increased the number of chil-
dren and family customers, Starova said. That’s
where they feel the push the most, as many come
with big families. She estimates this group makes
for an additional 150 to 200 customers per day. She
is thankful for the movie and exhibits.

“It’s definitely put us on the map,” Starova said.
“The thing that they’ve done, the combination of two
parks with the aquarium and exhibition is a great
idea, especially with the Jolley Trolley providing for
free transportation. That is a very good choice be-
cause people can actually come and see downtown
Clearwater.”

Tony’s Pizza has also specifically planned to use
this influx to their advantage. They participate with
the map project that is given to tourists and families
– that way the tourists will have easy access to
knowing which businesses are nearby, and busi-
nesses like Tony’s can become visible to these
crowds. Tony’s has also supported the Dolphin
Tale exhibition, putting menus there to help lure
customers.

But Tony’s has also made changes to be more
appealing for this particular demographic. It has
created specials for families on a budget, in addi-
tion to day-of-the-week specials. They also extend-
ed their hours to reach more people. It used to
open at 4 p.m. on Sundays – like many other
downtown restaurants – but now they open at
noon. Because of that, Starova claims that other
than Starbuck’s, it is the only downtown Clearwa-
ter restaurant open during the day on Sundays, so
it benefits even more for the CMA visitor base.

But perhaps even better than Tony’s Pizza’s in-
dividual success, it has added to the economy.

“It has created jobs,” Starova said. “We have
hired four more people and I have people on call
too when it’s busy, and I myself also help out.”

Mayor George Cretekos is thrilled by the movie’s
success and how it has ultimately helped all of
Clearwater.

“The city’s businesses have been tremendously
successful because of Dolphin Tale,” Cretekos said.
“We have packages that our hoteliers are provid-
ing, we have a boat that goes between the aquari-
um and downtown to transport people, giving
them a chance to see Clearwater from a different
perspective. Our merchants downtown, we were
expecting 100,000 people initially, and now they’re
suspecting we may have had 300,000 people visit-
ing the exhibit so far. That has far exceeded expec-
tations.”

Cretekos said he is always running into people
walking downtown either waiting to get on the bus
or the Jolley Trolley and are all from outside areas
who are so happy to meet Winter. Both the movie
and the real-life exhibits are great family enter-
tainment, he said.

“We’re just happy that the city is portrayed in
the movie and that people know where Clearwater
is. And hopefully they’ll come here and enjoy our
beaches and restaurants,” Cretekos said. “…Film-
ing it on location, be it in Clearwater or Tarpon
Springs or St. Pete Beach, it gives you a personal
connection, and when people are here, they know
that the movie was actually filmed here. And I
think that is where we have benefitted and are try-
ing to promote. One of the scenes in the movie is
going across the bridge ‘to the aquarium,’ and I
used to ride across that bridge as a boy in Tarpon.
And the conclusion was filmed right here at the
aquarium, and when people come to the aquari-
um, they know they were right there, and you
can’t beat that kind of experience.”

No matter who he talks to in the city, Cretekos
said everyone is thrilled by the success the movie
has had.

“I don’t know anyone who is not just blown
away by the success,” Cretekos said. “…They’re
exceeding their expectations. So no matter who
you ask what they were expecting, I think every-
one would say they weren’t expecting it to succeed
this much across the board.

Photo courtesy of the CLEARWATER MARINE AQUARIUM
Winter’s Dolphin Tale Adventure features an interactive experience and opportunity to learn more about the
movie and the real story of Winter.

Sea birds gather on the beach where the nourishment project water and sand mixture spews from the
pipes and is put in place by the heavy equipment. The sand is dredged from a site about 12 miles west of
Sand Key Park and then transported by barge. From there it is pumped through the pipes to the beach.

Nourishment back on track

does it have that it is “going to get the Michael Jordan.”
The candidates who have applied are successful and have good

jobs, he said, warning that if the board drops the process the pool
of applicants will shrink substantially fast.  

“They are going to say we don’t have confidence in this board,”
Blanton said. 

School Board Chairperson Robin Wikle disagreed.
“They (the candidates) are not going to say this board can’t

make up their minds. They are going to say this board is diligent
in trying the best of the best,” she said.

She also expressed interest in using a search firm, saying she
thinks that board is trying to “cross every ‘t’ and dot every ‘i’ and
make sure we bring in the best of the best.”

Other board members said they don’t know whether the candi-
dates are “the best of the best” until they interview them. 

“These are good applications,” said board member Carol Cook,
“and I will find out in the interview process whether I think they

move up a notch.”
Gilzean asked what if the board interviews an applicant “and we

get charmed and knowing the best applicant out there didn’t get
that opportunity.”

“Then shame on us,” Cook said.
Board member Peggy O’Shea said she wants to move to the next

level, the interviews, “to know if the people are still in the running
or not. If they are not, we do need to look to other options.”

“Right now, we don’t have enough facts to determine whether
these people are viable candidates,” she said.

Board member Terry Krassner encouraged the board to inter-
view area Superintendent William Corbett, who is a former princi-
pal. Other board members and Blanton said he didn’t have
enough experience at the upper administrative levels.

“He has great potential … . If Dr. Corbett has more experience,
he will be in our top five in three or four years,” he said.

Grego received the largest support from board members, six,
among applicants that they intend to interview.

Blanton said that based on comments he had received about

Grego in his search his strongest attributes are his “ability to work
with board, community and school leaders.”

He said that Grego is strongly focused on student achievements,
articulate in public meetings and “very, very professional.” He has
good relationship with parents and students. 

Grego, who was Osceola County superintendent from July 2008
to June 2011, had a good relationship with the School Board that
hired him, but the board changed, Blanton said.

“He felt there was unethical conduct among the board mem-
bers, and he could not stay there,” said Blanton, quoting his
sources. 

Osceola County has had three superintendents in 12 months.
Blanton said that Grego told him he had so much interaction with
the board, he didn’t have time for staff meetings and his other du-
ties. Blanton said Grego had more than 1,200 emails in four
months from the five board members, seeking information. 

Current superintendent John Stewart is scheduled to retire at
the end of the year but said he would continue through March if
the extra time were necessary to fill his slot.

INTERVIEW, from page 1A
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payers are about to get “nickeled and dimed to
death” because the cumulative aspect of other local
governments raising the millage rates. 

“We are in the middle of a recession here. Al-
though the city of Largo is running like a finely
tuned clock, it’s the rest of them that aren’t,” he
said. “We are going to put a burden on these people.
That’s a problem.”

He said that it’s not his goal to “remove all joy
from the city of Largo,” but it’s his job to make sure
that citizens are adequately protected by public
safety services.

Commissioner Michael Smith questioned Chief
Michael Wallace about firefighter positions that the
city may not fund for Fire Engine 43, which serves
Belleair Bluffs, Largo and Belleair. The department
is looking at operating the engine with three fire-
fighters instead of four per day. 

Under federal requirements, firefighters are not
allowed to make entry into a burning structure un-
less there are two on the outside and two on the in-
side if no lives are at risk. Fire Engine 43 is now in a
situation where firefighters wait for the next engine
to arrive so “they have two in, two out” to enter the
structure, Wallace said.

“Overall, the impact will be that there will be a
delay getting interior aggressive firefighting into the
structure. There will be some additional damage if
some structure fire occurs, but our guys will remain

safe ...,”  Wallace said. “We will not send anyone in
unless we have enough people outside to rescue
them should they need it.”

But “all bets are off” if somebody is trapped in the
house, he said. That means a single firefighter will
enter a house to rescue a victim.

But in situations where the house is unoccupied,
the residents of a burning house “are going to watch
us stand at the front door waiting for that second
engine to pull up so that we can make entry into the
house,” Wallace said.

The 4.99 mills represent a 7.30 percent increase
in taxes, generating an additional $1.06 million in
revenue. If that rate were adopted in September, the
owner of property with a taxable value of $60,559
would pay $42 more in annual taxes. Under the
proposed tax rate of 4.99 mills, a homeowner whose
property has a taxable value of $60,559 would pay
an additional $42 in property taxes in the next fiscal
year.

Because of shrinking revenue stemming from tax
cut measures and the downturn in the economy,
city officials have cut their operating budget in re-
cent years – $14.5 million since 2008. Property val-
ues have dropped a total value of 31.43 percent
since then.

They are expecting to cut $2.6 million in the city’s
$61.3 million operating budget for fiscal year 2013.

Two public hearings on the budget and tax rate
are set for Sept. 4 and Sept. 20. The 2013 fiscal year
begins Oct. 1.  

CITY, from page 1A
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SOMETIMES THE MOST STRIKING THING
ABOUT CHANGE IS WHAT DOESN’T.

Not everything changes. Conventional

wisdom says otherwise, but we’d say

conventional wisdom got it wrong.

Keeping your word, for instance,

has never gone out of style – in fact,

it’s had a storied and strikingly

consistent history at Raymond James.

A long time ago, we said we’d put clients

first. And for 50 years, we’ve been

doing everything necessary – acting

cautiously, growing sustainably and

serving clients unreservedly – to

keep that promise. So, even though

we aren’t the same firm we were 50

or even five years ago, our commitment to you

hasn’t changed at all. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

SOME THINGS JUST NEVER GET OLD –
LIKE SOUND DECISION-MAKING

AND FIRM HANDSHAKES.
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James S. Conlin, CFP®
Senior Vice President, Investments

2401 West Bay Drive, Largo FL 33770 • T 727-584-8615 • T 800-237-0153

Jim.Conlin@raymondjames.com  www.RaymondJames.com/Belleair-Largo
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LIFEWELLPLANNED.COM

One of Salon Today
Magazine’s Top 200 
Salons in the Nation 

6 Years in a Row!

MM9238
MM21147
MM19918 Hours: Mon.-Thur. 8 a.m.-9 p.m. Fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.  Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

833 West Bay Drive, Largo, 727-588-9808
13668 Walsingham Rd., Largo, 727-596-9800

1530 North McMullen Booth Rd., D3, Clearwater, 727-726-8181

www.salonwest.co

TAMPA BAY’S PREMIER Salon & Spa Destination
With 3 locations to serve you!

SEMINOLE•LARGO/BELLEAIR•CLEARWATER

070512

For Special Offers, 
Scan Me!

For Men:
One Hour Swedish

Massage and Men’s Haircut for 
69

For Ladies:
Salon West Facial or One Hour
Massage & Shampoo/Style for 

79

Relax in Style with our
newest summer offer

*Limited time offer. Longer hair may be additional.

*Limited time offer, includes one color, partial foil.
Longer hair may be additional. Not valid with any other offer.

*Valid Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

79*

Preview This Summer’s
Latest Looks With Our New Talent Stylists!

Partial Foil/Cut/Style

Senior Living Community

Independent & Assisted Senior Living ...
because where you live has a lot to do with how you live

901 Seminole Blvd., Largo, FL 33770
727-585-5900

AL#7232 • www.tarantino.com • Managed by Tarantino properties

$199
Move In

Community Features & Amenities

The Barrington is centrally located in mid PInellas County just minutes from shopping and the Largo Medical District. Enjoy spacious residential
accommodations with a variety of floor plans; choose from one or two bedroom apartment homes. Take pleasure in gracious restaurant style dining,
weekly housekeeping, planned social and cultural activities, scheduled transportation and much more.

71
91
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• Restaurant Style Dining
• Weekly Housekeeping & Flat Linen Service
• Emergency Response System
• All Utilities Paid & Free Cable

• Scheduled Transportation
• Planned Activities & Social Events
• Beauty Salon & Barber Shop
• Outdoor Heated Swimming Pool

• Auditorium
• Game & Card Room
• 24-Hour Concierge Service & Emergency Maintenance
• Come check out our newly remodeled 2 bedrooms!

Don’t suffer needlessly! Don’t assume that pain pills 
or surgery are your only answers!

Another answer for painful conditions ... HIGH LEVEL LASER
TREATMENT. Treat the inflammation, the pain, accelerate
healing tissue repair, improve nerve function, improve circu-
lation to the injury, reduce scar tissue formation.

• Neuropathy
• Carpal Tunnel
• Tennis/Golf Injuries
• Soft Tissue Swelling
• Tendonitis
• Bursitis
• Tarsal Tunnel
• Hip/Knee Pain

EFFECTIVE TREATMENT FOR:

CALL FOR YOUR EVALUATION TODAY!

727.393.6100
Dr. Gregory Hollstrom, DC, DABCN

11444 Seminole Blvd. • Largo • www.DrGregHollstrom.com

PaymentPlansAvailable
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• Fibromyalgia Trigger Points
• Post Shingles Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Whiplash
• Chronic Joint or Muscle Pain
• Acute Trauma
• Sprains and Strains

LASER PAIN TREATMENT

Call Hotz
Insurance

Now!
727.321.6646

Ext. 114
or E-mail:

HotzInsurance@
tampabay.rr.com

Licensed Insurance, Real Estate
Appraiser and Property Management

Broker since 1972.

You have had
quotes from
the rest ...
NOW DO

BUSINESS
WITH

THE BEST!

Hotz Insurance
a Division of

Hotz Enterprises.

71212

Be Sure Your
Home, Condo,

Tenant’s
or Rental
Coverage 

IS UP TO DATE!

HURRICANE
SEASON
IS HERE!

By SUZETTE PORTER

CLEARWATER – Some Pinel-
las County residents who live in
unincorporated areas may get to
annex into a city sooner than
planned – if officials can agree
on the process.

Pinellas County Commission-
ers asked staff July 10 to con-
tinue negotiations with mun-
icipalities on an interlocal serv-
ice boundary agreement on an-
nexation within enclaves.
Commissioners rejected draft
language, continuing to insist
that unincorporated residents
have a choice under the pro-
posed changes.

An interlocal service boundary
agreement would allow non-con-
tiguous voluntary annexation
within Type A enclaves, which
are defined by state statute as
unincorporated improved or de-
veloped areas that are enclosed
on all sides by a single munici-
pality.

Staff has been working toward
an agreement with municipali-
ties with Type A enclaves since
Dec. 6, 2011. Nine municipali-
ties and two fire districts have
agreed to take part in negotia-
tions: Clearwater, Dunedin,
Kenneth City, Largo, Pinellas
Park, Safety Harbor, St. Peters-
burg, Seminole, Tarpon Springs,
Lealman Special Fire District
and Suncoast Fire and Rescue
District.

Planning Department staff
and the county attorney’s office
prepared a draft agreement to
use as a starting point for nego-
tiations. Commissioners ap-
proved the proposed language
March 27, adding an amend-
ment that gave property owners
with existing annexation agree-
ments a choice.

Staff scheduled a meeting
with representatives of the mu-
nicipalities and fire districts on
April 27 at Largo City Hall. The
municipalities submitted a re-
vised draft agreement to the
county in May. The fire districts
had not responded as of July
10.

Commissioner Nancy Bostock
questioned the change to the
agreement made by the munici-
palities that applied to only
some property owners.

Gordon Beardslee, Planning
Department program adminis-
trator, said the cities had asked
for an exception for properties
for which the property owner
was the original signer of an an-
nexation agreement. Those
properties would automatically
become annexed if an interlocal
agreement were approved.

Bostock expressed concern for
property owners that signed an
annexation agreement expecting
it to be considerable time before
their property would be eligible
to become part of a city.

“They signed under old rules,”

she said. “We’re putting in new
rules.”

She said nothing stopped any
property owner who would be-
come eligible for annexation
through the interlocal agree-
ment to request going ahead on
a voluntary basis.

She insisted that the new
rules include consent for all
property owners.

Commissioner Susan Latvala
said the purpose of an agree-
ment for enclaves was to make it
easier to provide services, such
as water and trash, to residents
in unincorporated areas sur-
rounded by a municipality.

“They were forced to sign (an-
nexation agreements) to get city
services,” Latvala said.

Annexation agreements be-
tween cities and property own-
ers are commonplace in
Pinellas. The agreement allows
property owners to receive city
services before the property is el-
igible for annexation in ex-
change for a promise that
property owners will voluntarily
apply for annexation when the
property does become eligible.

The result is “gaping holes in
cities. We need to do the right
thing and close the holes,” she
said.

Bostock was still concerned
about changing the terms of ex-
isting agreements.

“Now there’s an exception to
the exception,” she said.

Commissioner Neil Brickfield
also questioned why there would
be a different set of rules de-
pendent on who had signed an
annexation agreement.

“The thinking is that if the
person who signed is still the
owner, there would be no prob-
lem. It (annexation) would be
voluntary,” Beardslee said.

Largo Assistant City Manager
Mike Staffopoulos said Largo
initially had requested changes
to the annexation rules that
would apply to more than just
Type A enclaves, but in the end
decided to go with enclaves only,
per each sides’ terms and condi-
tions.

He said an “overwhelming”
number of annexation agree-
ments with unincorporated
areas located within enclaves

had been signed from 2007 to
date. He said some, who signed
prior to 2007, were new property
owners.

“New owners that don’t want
to, don’t have to,” he said. “More
recent (signers) understand that
whenever it’s available, they’re to
be annexed.”

He said 80 to 85 percent of
annexations into the city of
Largo within the last five years
had been voluntary. He said
property owners agree they are
willing to be annexed when they
become eligible in exchange for
city services.”

Brickfield asked if property
owners were aware of the negoti-
ations for changes in the annex-
ation process. Staffopoulos said
only by notice of discussions
about the agreement.

“So only if they’re been read-
ing public notices,” Brickfield
said.

“This dramatically changes
the rules,” Bostock said.

Commissioners agreed to ask
staff to go back to the cities with
the original language to give all
property owners with annexa-
tion agreements in place a
choice to become part of a city
sooner than they would have
under current rules.

“This is a newly allowable
way,” Bostock said. “We’re under
no obligation to proceed at all.”

She said she wanted to “go
forward in a way that is advan-

County stands firm on proposed annexation accord
tageous to both government en-
tities.”

“Voluntary, they can do it if
they want,” Brickfield said. “I
don’t want to predispose any
property owners thinking that if
you signed after 2007, you want
in.”

Pinellas County staff has been working
toward an agreement with municipalities
with Type A enclaves since Dec. 6, 2011.
Nine municipalities and two fire districts
have agreed to take part in negotiations.
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Call Classifieds For Details!

727-397-5563

With this Ring ...With this Ring ...
Bridal Service Guide

MONTHLY BRIDAL GUIDE
The One Stop Source For Brides To Be!

John’s
Jewelry
555-555-555

jewelry.com

Elain’s
Bridal
Shoppe

555-555-5555
ElainBride.com

Your Ad
Here!
$30

You Could
Advertise Here!

Call: Linda
727-397-5563

ext. 333

You Could
Advertise Here!

Call: Wendy
727-397-5563

ext. 315

KAREN’S
Wedding
Planner

555-555-5555
karenwdplan.com

East Bay
FLORIST
555-555-5555
eastbayflorist.com

JoAnne’s
Hair& Nails
555-555-5555

joanneshair.com

JOHN’S
Wedding

Photography
555-555-5555

johnsphotos.com

You Could
Advertise Here!

Call: Kelly
727-397-5563

ext. 301

Kerie’s
Salon & Spa

555-555-5555
Keriesspa.com

Dawn Marie
Bridal Shop

555-555-5555
dawnmariebrd.com
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It’s Hard To Stop A Trane
®

®

Turn to the Experts.SM

Heating & Air Conditioning

Class A Lic #CAC058721 070512

(727) 360-0755

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS

Service Calls
$39.95

July Special
FREE UV Lites w/Purchase of A/C System (reg. $695)

Call for FREE Estimate & 2nd Opinions
Mon.-Fri. During business hours only excluding holidays

Most Repairs Under $80

Notebooks Plus Computers
2655 East Bay Dr. • 727-507-0533

Backup Data • Remove Virus
Laptop Sales & Service

Pick up, Delivery & Set up Available010512

BIGGER WAGONWHEEL

FLEA MARKET062112 OPEN
Every Sat. & Sun.

Rain or Shine

7801 PARK BLVD., PINELLAS PARK

50 ACRES  2,000 BOOTHS
727-544-5319

Live Entertainment

“Consumer” BANKRUPTCY “Business”

NATIONALLY BOARD CERTIFIED
For Over 20 Years in BOTH

American Board of Certification

30 Years continuous practice at
local Bankruptcy Court

from Same Office Location

THOUSANDS of Pinellas Residents Counseled and/or Represented

Daniel J. Herman, Attorney at Law
Visit www.bankruptcydan.com

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for Bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 

062112 727-584-8161
200 Clearwater Largo Rd. So., Largo

Professional Compassionate

U.S. Army Veteran

“I will explain so that
you understand”

HEALTHY BEAUTIFUL SKIN FOR A LIFETIME

Medical, surgical and cosmetic services for every skin care concern.

Medical  and Surgical  Services

Family Dermatology of Palm Harbor
2445-C Tampa Road, Palm Harbor

727-787-1221

Family Dermatology of Clearwater
1305-A S. Fort Harrison Ave. • Clearwater

727-461-4600

• Treatment for common skin problems
Now offering • Botox • AHA chemical peel • Microdermabrason

• Sclerotheraphy • PUVA/UVB Therapy
Martin Robertson, MSN, ARNP-BC    •    Dr. Paula Nelson, M.D.

Our providers are experts in medical, surgical and cosmetic conditions and 
procedures. From treating acne ... to preventing or treating skin cancer ... to eliminating 
unwanted wrinkles ... our goal is to help you have healthy, beautiful skin for a lifetime.

071912

071912

Rx Scuba Masks &
Specialty Lenses

Complete Eye Exams

Contact Lens Exams

Board Certified Opthalmologist

& Licensed Optician On-Site

Rx Sunglasses

050312

727.536-9774

M   RNINGSIDE

Paul T. Rodeghero, D.D.S.

$10
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By SUZETTE PORTER

CLEARWATER – Pinellas County Commissioners voted unanimous-
ly July 10 to take no action toward a November referendum on char-
ter-based term limits.

The vote negated a June 26 request by commissioners to the coun-
ty attorney’s office to develop ballot language to allow residents to
have a vote on the matter.

Before the decision, County Attorney Jim Bennett informed the
commission that three citizens had filed a lawsuit June 26 against the
supervisor of elections and Commissioners Susan Latvala, John Mor-
roni, Ken Welch and Karen Seel, individually and in their official ca-
pacity.

The suit, filed by Maria Scruggs, who is running against Welch in
the Aug. 14 primary, Beverly Billiris and H. Patrick Wheeler, asks the
court for a declaratory judgment to reinstate charter term limits for
county commissioners as approved by referendum in 1996.

At the time, the board consisted for five commissioners elected from
countywide districts.

The term limit amendment was challenged in the courts and de-
clared unconstitutional Sept. 8, 2003.

Some residents believe that a May 10 Supreme Court decision on
charter-based term limits can be applied retroactively, meaning the
commissioners named in the suit are no longer eligible to serve.

The county attorney’s office believes that the new rules established
under the May Supreme Court ruling would be applied going forward
from the date of the decision, not retroactively. The new ruling would

allow commissioners to propose an amendment to the charter to
allow term limits, which citizens could vote on by referendum. The
commissioners were making plans to place the matter on the Nov. 6
ballot

However, due to the lawsuit, which was filed the same day commis-
sioners directed the attorney’s office to begin work on ballot language
and ordinance amending the charter to allow term limits, Bennett ad-
vised caution in proceeding.

In another letter to commissioners, Bennett said “the simultaneous
introduction of a question on the 2012 general election ballot propos-
ing term limits during the pendency of any legal challenge attempting
to reinstate term limits approved in 1996 could create significant lev-
els of confusion for the electorate, could create the potential for con-
flicting results and inconsistent term limit provisions and could
increase the potential for additional litigation to resolve these issues.”

He presented three options to the board. The first, which was ap-
proved, was to take no action. The second was to proceed with adver-
tisement of a proposed ordinance, which would have taken effect Jan.
2, 2013, to put a term limit referendum on the November 2014 elec-
tion ballot. The third would have approved advertising of an ordinance
to schedule a term limits referendum on Nov. 6 of the current year.

Defense of county officials
Bennett told commissioners that his office could find no conflict of

interest that would prohibit county attorneys from representing every-
one named in the suit. He said representation by the county’s attor-
neys did not prevent the use outside counsel.

Although the suit is against the commissioners in their “individual”
capacity, “at this stage in the litigation there are no allegations in the
complaint of individual action or wrongdoing on the part of the named
commissioners,” Bennett wrote in a letter dated July 10.

Bennett also pointed out benefits and risks of mutual representa-
tion. Benefits include lower cost and a more timely resolution. Risks
include a possibility of a direct, adverse conflict, which would require
the county attorney’s office to withdraw its representation.

Discussion
Commissioner Norm Roche requested that decisions about the law-

suit and referendum be tabled until after a closed-door meeting with
the county’s attorneys.

Bennett said the suit had been served July 9 and that the defen-
dants had 120 days to respond. He said a closed-door meeting could
be scheduled to talk about the cost of the suit and strategy. He cau-
tioned that no other topics could be discussed.

Commissioner Nancy Bostock said she didn’t object to a close-door
session. Seel agreed, as long as the parameters of the discussion were
understood. Bostock said, regardless, a closed-door discussion would
have no bearing on the July 10 agenda items.

“We need to stop, let the lawsuit proceed and take direction from
that,” she said.

“We just received the lawsuit yesterday,” Bennett said. “There’s no
urgency to have a strategy session right away.”

“This is the result of a 16-year-old fight, legal battles and now a
lawsuit,” Roche said. “We could fight this 20 to 30 years.”

Lawsuit stops proposed term limits referendum

By JULIANA A. TORRES

PINELLAS PARK – The Federal Emergency Management Agency,
partnering with the state of Florida, opened a local disaster recovery
center in Park Station, 5851 Park Blvd. in Pinellas Park, on July 12.

The center – open seven days a week, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. – is set up
to help Pinellas County residents claim damages caused by Tropical
Storm Debby. The center is one of four, which are located in Pinellas,
Pasco, Hernando and Highlands counties, which opened as a result
of the storm, said FEMA spokeswoman Renee Bafalis.

“Those centers are set up primarily to work with residents in the
affected community,” she said. “It’s sort of a one-stop shop.”

The center features resources and representatives from several dif-
ferent government agencies and nonprofits, including FEMA, the
state Emergency Management team, Access Florida, the U.S. Small
Business Administration, American Red Cross, Area Agency on
Aging, Workforce Pinellas and the Crisis Center of Tampa Bay. 

“It’s really just a resource for residents to come in to speak to
somebody one-on-one,” Bafalis said.

Since opening, traffic through the first floor room of Park Station
has been slow, state and federal employees said recently. But as in-
formation about the center reaches Pinellas County residents, they
expect that to change.

While residents can register at the center, Bafalis advised the pub-
lic to preregister their claims with FEMA by calling 800-621-FEMA or
TTY 800-462-7585. Telephone lines are answered seven days a week,
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Claimants also can register online anytime at
www.disasterassistance.gov or via smart phone or tablet using the
FEMA app or by going to m.fema.gov.  

“It expedites the process for them if they’re already registered when
they come in,” she said.

Once applicants are issued a nine-digit registration number, any-
one within the recovery center can look up the status of their claim.
The next step in the claim process is for an inspector to come out to
the property in question to document all the damages caused by the
tropical storm. That information is then forwarded to FEMA employ-
ees, who will determine what type of assistance, if any, the applicant
is eligible for.

FEMA grants are available to residents and business owners for re-
pair of large and small storm damages not covered by insurance.
This might include money for home repairs, up to three months of
rental costs if you had to move out of your home due to the storm,
transportation or medical expenses, unemployment assistance and
funeral costs if there was a death in the family due to the storm.

Applications will receive a “determination letter” to let them know if
they meet the qualifications for a grant. Bafalis cautioned applicants
to read their determination letter completely. Many will read that
they are “ineligible for assistance” at the beginning of the letter and
not realize that the agency is still waiting to see what the applicant’s
insurance will cover, or that something was missing from the appli-
cation. In both instances, the applicant may still be eligible for assis-
tance. 

Those denied help can appeal the decision within 60 days. Repre-
sentatives at the recovery center can help residents write an appeals
letter, Bafalis said.

Those determined to be ineligible for FEMA assistance may be
given an application for a loan through the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration. These loans can help pay for residential and business
losses not covered by insurance. 

Bafalis said it was important to apply for a SBA loan, as a way of
pursuing assistance.

“Some folks will receive a Small Business Administration applica-
tion but don’t understand what that’s for,” she said.

Eligibility for those loans, which could be as low as 1.9 percent for
both homeowners and renters or 4 percent for businesses, does not
mean the applicant must accept the loan. But the low-interest rate
could be better than paying for unexpected costs with a credit card,
Bafalis said.

“At least it’ll be there,” she said. “You never know what might hap-
pen in a month or two.”

Plus, if applicants are determined to be ineligible for SBA loans,
then they are referred back to assistance from FEMA. If they do noth-
ing, their application process stalls, Bafalis said.

The center also can be a resource for crisis counseling as well as
contact point for a number of nonprofit organizations that can help.

“We want to help (residents) in whatever they need … so they don’t

FEMA opens disaster recovery center in Pinellas Park

fall through cracks,” Bafalis said.
The local disaster recovery center will remain open to the public

seven days a week until further notice.
For more information about SBA disaster loans, call 800-659-

2955, TTY 800-877-8339, or visit www.sba.gov. 
Pinellas County Economic Development’s Small Business Develop-

ment Center, at 13805 58th St. N., Suite 1-200, in Clearwater, offers
help in applying for a SBA disaster loan or a Florida Small Business
Emergency Bridge Loan. Visit www.pced.org/entrepreneurs or con-
tact Dr. Cynthia Johnson at 464-7445 or cyjohnson@pinellascoun-
ty.org.

Photos by JULIANA A. TORRES

Ginette Philippeaux, FEMA applicant service team specialist, prepares
to help Pinellas County residents at the local disaster recovery center in
Park Station, set up at 5851 Park Blvd. in Pinellas Park July 16. The
center is open seven days a week, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. to help residents
recover from damages caused by Tropical Storm Debby.
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Telling our readers about local business since 1977.
Phone Don Minie at 727-409-5252 or e-mail mminie5382@aol.com

When Only the Best Will Do You’ll

Read About Them Here!
To get your business story told

call 727-409-5252.
Email:mminie5382@aol.com

Maria Martinez, owned a janitorial company for 20 years and was
tired of using “Green Products” that didn’t live up to their promise.
She hired an Organic chemical engineer, partnered with Amy Mandel
and together they formed a Minority Woman Owned Company.
Thus, NATURALLY GREEN PRODUCTS was born. Naturally Green
Products has the most comprehensive line of formulated cleaning
products and EPA registered disinfectants for all the cleaning
requirement of home owners, and industries. The product that most
amazes us is their NO MORE BUGS! It’s unique cedar oil base
impairs the mental capacity, shuts down bugs breathing pores and
eliminates them in minutes. Bed bugs, mites, fleas, ticks, roaches,
ants, spiders, silverfish, flies, bees and wasps. It’s easy to use and
can safely be used anywhere in the home including pets bedding and
auto interior. Snakes are also repelled by the cedar oil aroma. It’s
just $32.52 (includes shipping fee) for a 32oz bottle. They also have
8-32oz bot t les  for  maintenance.  Go to :  www.natural ly-
greenproducts.com. Here you can order any of their amazing
cleaning products. SHIPPING IS ALWAYS INCLUDED IN THE PRICE!

“The rumor the Wine Cellar is now a super market is
untrue.” says General Manager Chuck Marks. “The
Wine Cellar continues to operate as it has since 1976.
There are parties looking at it but it has not been
sold. We continue to book banquets and caterings as
we are currently looking at a possible partnership
with an existing restaurant or new location, in the
event the owners do sell it.” If you haven’t already
had the pleasure of visiting this fabulous restaurant
and lounge we urge you to do so. You will find world
class chef ’s  experienced in the preparation of
traditional and multi-cultural cuisine as well as
today’s nouvelle tastes and an extensive array of
quality wines from all over. Let these award winning
chefs do the cooking! Whether it’s an intimate dinner
for two, a grand celebration or business affair, you will be satisfied, impressed and have happy memories.
Banquet Facilities can accommodate up to 250 guests and their Catering Service is unmatched. For more
information and a view of their menu, as well as a very special offer, visit their Facebook Page. To make
reservations call 727-393-3491. For bookings, email: Laurie@thewinecellarstpete.com

They’ve served the Dunedin area for over 50 years. We’re
sure you’re familiar with the multi-mirrored structure of
Countryside Glass & Mirror. They do everything from steam
showers to hallway nooks. They have found one more way
to bring excellence and joy into your life. With the opening
of their new division “COUNTRYSIDE CUSTOM FRAMING.”
You won’t have to imagine how your project will look
framed. You can preview framed and matted art on
computer monitors. With the use of “Wizard CMS” and IF
Visualization there will be no need to “try to imagine this”.
Great offers include: • No limit on matt cutting creativity,
pen drawings and embossing • Wide selection of stylish
and decorative frames for art and mirrors • More creative
designs at more affordable prices • Delivery of framed art
to your gallery and 100% Customer Satisfaction. Present

This Article for 50% Off any framing service. For Sales and Service, contact Mary Lehman, Sales Associate at
727-771-3852. Monday-Friday 8am-4:30pm, Saturday 8am-Midnight. Accepting all major credit cards.

In this economy you can’t afford to waste money on replacing
carpet that can be fixed. Call Swaine Carpet Service for a
Free Quote. They offer re-stretching, repairing, pulls, tears,
burns and more. In most cases they will make your carpet
look like new again. However if it’s an impossibility they sell
and install new carpet, or tile at very affordable prices.
Carrying brand names such as Mohawk, Shaw, Beaulieu and
Stainmaster. Swaine Carpet Service, Inc. has been offering
sales and carpet repair services in the area for 40 years. This
family owned and operated business will exceed your
expectations. There are no sub-contractors here. An
owner/operator will be on every job, and your satisfaction
will be guaranteed. If your carpet has wrinkles due to poor
installation, water damage or simply aging “It can be fixed!”
by stretching. No job is too big or too small. They will meet
or beat any competitors written quote and if you mention
this ARTICLE you can take $25 OFF ANY SERVICE! Phone 727-692-6684 to schedule your Free Estimate. Accepting
Cash, Personal Checks, Visa, Master Card & Discover. Learn more at www.swainecarpet.com

We recommend that you call Invisible Fence of the Suncoast
at 727-210-0825 and find out about the best indoor and
outdoor solutions for your pets. Their newest offer is the
Revolutionary Boundary Plus™ and you can only get it from
Invisible Fence of the Suncoast. This new technology gives
your pet up to 30% more space to run and play and is very
safe for lots with zero lot lines and a physical fence or wall.
Invisible Fence of the Suncoast can custom fit a solution for
any yard shape. Your pets will gain up to 30% more play
space on a small lot without feeling cramped or restricted.
Also, one final note: They have a wonderful containment
system for cats, inside or outside of your home, ask about it
today. You need to call Invisible Fence of the Suncoast for
your FREE CONSULTATION and find out how you can get 10%
OFF installation with this Article. Visit: www.ifsuncoast.com
or call today at 727-210-0825.

Amy S. Mandel, is VP/CFO. You might
know her from “Feet First” she has
been in that business for 30 years.

Located at 17307 Gulf Blvd. North Redington Beach since 1976.

Located at 1980 Main St. in Dunedin. Near the
corner of Belcher and Main St. in Countryside.

Owners of Swaine Carpet Services, Rex
Swaine, Sr. & son  offer Free Estimates and
Same Day Service.

Let  Lori & Hank Ford give you a FREE, no obligation in
home consultation appointment @ 727-210-0825.

NATURALLY GREEN PRODUCTS promises ”No More Bugs” of any kind!

The Wine Cellar Restaurant is For Sale but, NOT Sold.

Countryside Glass& Mirror adds COUNTRYSIDE CUSTOM FRAMING to their services.

SWAINE CARPET SERVICE asks “Why replace the entire carpet when they can fix it!”

INVISIBLE FENCE now offers Revolutionary Boundary PlusTM.
Your pets get 30% more yard space to run and play.

71912

Cadence Bank hosts school
supply drive

CLEARWATER – Cadence Bank is sponsoring
its annual Tools for Schools supply drive sup-
porting Skycrest Elementary School now
through Aug. 10. 

Community members may drop off donated
school supplies at Cadence’s Clearwater branch,
2440 Sunset Point Road, during regular busi-
ness hours, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Cadence Bank has sponsored Tools for
Schools for the past three years in an effort to
supply elementary school children with their
back to school needs. Skycrest Elementary
School was selected based on its Title I designa-
tion and the considerable number of students
who qualify for the free/reduced lunch program
funded by the U.S. Department of Education.

To express its appreciation to the community
for their support, the staff of Cadence’s Clearwa-
ter branch will host a complimentary breakfast
from Chick-Fil-A on Friday, Aug. 10, 9 to 10:30
a.m. 

The Chick-Fil-A at 2516 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd. also
will serve as a drop-off location for school sup-
plies through Aug. 10.

For additional information, call 796-5300.

SMS opens Clearwater office
CLEARWATER – Systems Made Simple recent-

ly opened a new office in the Feathersound area
of Clearwater. 

This location currently employs 50 people in
the technology sector, focused primarily on gov-
ernment contracts. SMS is a Service-Disabled,
Veteran-Owned Small Business that has been
recognized as one of the country’sfastest growing
companies.

With the expansion of current contracts and
additional new contracts in the pipeline, SMS is
bringing vast opportunities for individuals with
skill sets in systems and software engineering, IT
services, infrastructure services and program
management. SMS’s expansion and growth will
result in additional employment opportunities
and economic growth in the region. SMS is
known for fostering a sense of community within

its offices and heavily participates in local charity
work. 

Checkers re-opens 
CLEARWATER – Checkers Drive-In Restau-

rants, Inc., recently hosted a grand reopening
event at its location in Clearwater at 1595 S.
Missouri Ave. 

The reopening is part of a strategic expansion
strategy Checkers has undergone to fuel contin-
ued growth throughout the country, and to build
the brand’s presence in existing markets.

The previously closed Clearwater location re-
opened May 22.

“We continue to look into new ways to further
develop markets where we have a presence and
where our guests are familiar with our brand,”
said Taylor Warner, vice president of real estate,
construction and company development for
Checkers/Rally’s. “With increased traffic and a
much more vibrant nearby business community,
we re-opened the Clearwater location to re-create
new jobs and re-ignite the passion for Checkers
in the community.”

Sandy Paws opens
NORTH REDINGTON BEACH – Sandy Paws

Veterinary Clinic recently opened its doors at
16701 Gulf Blvd. 

Owner and veterinarian Dr. John Mead
opened Sandy Paws in May to offer an affordable
pet care solution in these tough economic times.
Mead has been healing four-legged family mem-
bers for more than 20 years. His past experience
extends from animal shelters to private practice
to emergency clinics. 

Over the past decade, Mead has been the chief
veterinarian at the SPCA Tampa Bay and Pet Pal
Animal Shelter and Clinic. He has performed
more than 20,000 spay and neuter surgeries,
countless wellness visits and emergency surger-
ies.

Mead’s diverse experience gives him insight
into the practical care of canines, felines and
other family pets. His unique approach balances
the strength of conventional Western medicine
with the benefits of complimentary and alterna-
tive therapies.

Biz notesBiz notes

Editor’s note:  James Schnur, the associate university library, Poynter Li-
brary, USF St. Petersburg, discussed “Building Bridges and Aspiring for the
Major Leagues,” June 10, at Heritage Village as part of a lecture series of-
fered by the County Historical Society. Excerpts from Schnur’s lecture on ef-
forts to build a stadium and bring Major League baseball team to the area
follow:

The area’s attempts to secure a major league franchise exemplified the
regional rift between Hillsborough County and Pinellas County in the
1980s, an “important transitional period” for the county.

Although St. Petersburg civic leader and former St.
Petersburg Times publisher Jack Lake started to lay the
groundwork for an MLB franchise by the 1970s, the
struggles between Tampa and St. Petersburg over the
site of the stadium during the 1980s often worked to the
detriment of the entire region.

The actions of earlier Major League Baseball leaders,
such as Commissioner Peter Ueberroth and National
League President Bill White, made the area have to play
extra innings to win the game.

The biggest redevelopment project at the time, of course, was the plan to
transform the Gas Plant area in St. Petersburg into the site of a multi-pur-
pose stadium and this required countywide support. By a 3-2 vote in De-
cember 1983, Pinellas County commissioners agreed to support funding for
a baseball or multipurpose sports stadium in St. Petersburg.

Support was strong in St. Petersburg, though many hotels and estab-
lishments in north county questioned the value of using dollars from
tourists to fund the complex that became Tropicana Field.

Early funding and loan notes were drawn up and executed before the
end of the year. With the defeat of Gabe Cazares in his re-election bid in
November 1984, an anti-stadium majority held control of the county com-

mission and in mid-November 1984, the new commission voted against
supporting the stadium initiative. St. Petersburg responded by suing the
commission to assure that it would honor the original agreement, a case
that the city prevailed in during 1985.  

By this time, the Twins had courted with Tampa. In the mid-1980s, the
Texas Rangers became a possible team for relocation as well. Things really
became interesting in the mid-1980s. In July 1986, Baseball Commissioner
Peter Ueberroth informed St. Petersburg’s Mayor Edward Cole via telegraph
that the city “‘is not among the top candidates” for a franchise. A week later,

on July 23, a public hearing at the Bayfront Center at-
tracted approximately 2,000 people to discuss the stadi-
um, with supporters in the majority. On July 24, the
members of St. Petersburg’s city council approved a meas-
ure to build the stadium by a 6-3 vote. “Build it and they
will come,” was the thought at the time. 

A well-attended groundbreaking took place at the fu-
ture site of the stadium, on Nov. 22, 1986, with 9,000 in
attendance.

By that time, the Chicago White Sox seemed to be the
perfect suitor. The White Sox played in old Comisky Park, a venue that
had shown its age since opening in the summer of 1910. On Dec. 5, this
chapter of the baseball drama seemed to end, as the ownership of the
Chicago White Sox said that the team would not move to St. Petersburg.
After the Illinois Legislature proposed a new plan to finance a replacement
stadium, leaders in St. Petersburg felt their hopes were dashed. However,
uncertainties of this plan for a $120 million stadium allowed residents of
the Tampa Bay area to believe that the “‘Florida White Sox” might be a re-
ality. The drama resumed on and off for another year and a half with the
Sox eventually deciding to stay put.

Construction on the Florida Suncoast Dome began on Jan. 5, 1987.
The original stadium design, slated to cost about $85 million, allowed for

‘Build it and they will come’
Plenty of hits and misses, but Pinellas finally gets pro baseball

flexibility and multipurpose events. The actual name was selected from
over 19,900 entries and was announced on May 1. By mid-July, pockets
of contamination were detected in some areas of the former Gas Plant. Re-
mediation efforts delayed construction and added to the cost of preparing
the site.  

The Florida Suncoast Dome opened with a big celebration in February
1990. Later known as the Thunderdome and Tropicana Field, the original
stadium configuration remained partially incomplete to allow for multipur-
pose activities. Costs to date were $110 million. In June 1990, Major
League Baseball announced a timetable for expansion that would allow for
the addition of two teams in the National League with an announcement
scheduled for June 1991

Finally, on March 9, 1995, new expansion franchises were awarded to a
Tampa Bay group. The Devil Rays played their first game on March 31,
1998 against the Detroit Tigers at Tropicana Field before a crowd of
45,369.

Got a Centennial story?
To celebrate the county’s centennial, Tampa Bay Newspapers is seeking unique stories from longtime

Pinellas residents who have stories about the way things used to be. Currently, stories are being sought
from those who lived in a Pinellas community between the years 1910 and 1950. Provide a brief descrip-
tion of your story and mail it to Tampa Bay Newspapers, 9911 Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL 33772. Al-
ternately, stories may be submitted by email to editorial@TBNweekly.com.

If the editors feel your recollections fits the theme of the Centennial Stories series, you will be contact-
ed for further information. 

Photo courtesy of ARCHIVES AND LIBRARY, HERITAGE VILLAGE
A groundbreaking ceremony for the Florida Suncoast Dome was held
Nov. 23, 1986 with 22,000 in attendance.

The making 
of Pinellas

Centennial stories

Editor’s note: Ernest William “Billy” Bie submitted
this description of the Bie family’s life in the boat-
house, a historic home in Indian Rock Beach. It was
built in 1911 or 1912 on 24 pilings and turned into a
home for Bie’s mother and six children. Bie’s father,
Norman Bie, and his mother, Rita Monrose Bie, were
born in 1895 and 1894 respectively.

The boathouse was built about 1911 on property
owned by Horace H. Hamlin, who owned numerous
other properties in the county. Harry Ulmer, a cit-
rus grove entrepreneur who kept his boat Miss
Largo in one of its three boat wells, built it. During
the early 1930s, local mullet fishermen Bill Ransom
and Ross Johns lived in it.

In 1938 my father, Norman A. Bie, a Realtor in
Tampa since 1918, bought the boathouse from
Hamlin. He proceeded to turn it into a home for his
wife Rita and six children, ages 3 to 15, plus his
real estate office. When we moved in, the first floor
was two open boat wells with catwalks, and the
roadside of the center boat well had been floored to
use as a garage. The second floor had one large

room on the west side with an open porch on the
east side overlooking the bay.

Mother cleverly divided the large room into
fourths by nailing up strings and hanging bed
sheets over them, which created a kitchen and
three bedrooms, one for my three sisters, one for us
three boys, and one for my parents. In the kitchen
we had an icebox, which was replenished several
times a week by an ice truck that came to our
house, and the stove was a three-burner metal
kerosene stove. Mother used a washboard and
bucket to do our laundry. Remember, 1938 was
one of the Great Depression years and times were
not easy.

Within three years, Dad had the boat wells com-
pletely floored to make three rooms and a bath. The
center was his real estate office. Upstairs, partitions
were built forming living and dining rooms, kitchen,
two bedrooms and bath. The porch was fully
screened. Soon a third floor dormitory and bath
were added and a small building next to the boat-
house for mother’s laundry room.

With youngsters sleeping on the third floor, Dad

The Boathouse – ‘a wonderful place to grow up’ 

Photos courtesy of  ERNEST WILLIAM BILLY BIE
Shown are the boathouse in 1944, left, and in 2001.

added a ladder on the bay side from the top floor
down to the first as a fire escape. It has never been
used for that purpose, but we kids and friends,
children and grandchildren have certainly had fun
jumping off the ladder into the bay at high tide.

The boathouse was a wonderful place to grow up.
Over the years we had bicycles, a kayak, canoe, 25-
horsepower motorboat and water skis. We had a li-
brary full of books, cards and games, ping-pong
table, piano, ukulele, harmonica and guitar. We
caught fish with hook-and-line, rods, nets and
homemade spear gun. Bay scallops were plentiful

as were blue crabs in the Gulf.
In 1946 Dad put a stable on the lot across Gulf

Boulevard from the boathouse and two horses,
Trippi and Danny that we rode on the beach. They
loved swimming in the Gulf! High tides have
brought water into the first floor maybe 15 times
through the years, but no storm has so much as
removed a shingle.

Dad lived in the boathouse until he died in 1974.
Mother lived there until she was 98 years old. The
boathouse continues to be home base for our Bie
family, now and into the future.

© Tampa Bay Newspapers: All rights reserved www.tbnweekly.com
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Another one bites
the dust.

A Miami federal
judge has struck down
the new law prohibit-
ing Florida doctors
from discussing gun
ownership with their
patients. The ruling extends the legal losing streak of Gov. Rick Scott
and right-wing lawmakers, who have set a pathetic record for uncon-
stitutional bills.

Written by the National Rifle Association, the so-called Firearm
Owners’ Privacy Act would have prevented concerned physicians from
asking patients about guns kept in their houses. It’s a reasonable
query in domestic situations in which children might be at risk.

But the GOP-controlled Legislature wants doctors to shut up about
guns and stick to lecturing women about their abortion decisions. So
much for privacy.

By necessity, doctors ask lots of personal questions. Are you using
any illegal drugs? How much alcohol do you drink in a week? Do you
smoke cigarettes? Do you suffer from depression?

We’ve all filled out the checklists while sitting in the waiting room.
And, on the examination table, we’ve all heard doctors and nurses ask
things we wouldn’t post on Facebook.

Say, have you noticed if your urine is changing color?
Uh, no.
Most of us have never been asked by our health-care providers

whether we have a gun, or where on the premises we keep it. However,
most of us don’t have bullet scars, needle tracks or booze on our
breath when showing up for a medical appointment.

Some people do, and too often they have kids. Doctors who ask
questions are usually just doctors who care, and the best doctors have
more questions than others.

The ban on asking about gun habits originated after an Ocala cou-
ple reportedly claimed their physician wouldn’t treat them anymore
because they refused to talk about it. Cue the NRA, which had no
trouble finding a stooge in the Legislature to sponsor a bill that effec-
tively prohibited physicians from raising the subject.

Republican supporters claimed that merely by inquiring about
firearms in the house, doctors are infringing on a patient’s Second
Amendment rights. The argument is embarrassingly lame. Suggesting
that someone put a trigger lock on their handgun is not quite the
same as confiscating it.

Extending the Legislature’s knothead logic, a doctor who promotes
the safe use of condoms is violating your constitutional right to acci-
dentally impregnate whomever you want.

The gun law was doomed in the courts from the day the NRA hacks
delivered it. Still, it passed last year and was proudly signed by Scott,
generating a swift legal challenge from the Florida Pediatric Society,
the Florida Academy of Family Physicians and other groups.

In the media, the battle became known as “Docs vs. Glocks,” and on
June 29 the docs won.

U.S. District Judge Marcia Cooke made permanent an order block-
ing the law, saying it violated the free-speech rights of physicians. She
said the wording of the legislation was “vague” and offered no guide-
lines for health-care practitioners.

For instance, the statute allowed doctors to ask about firearms only
if they believed in “good faith” that the information was relevant to a
patient’s care and safety. Yet no specific standards were laid out in the
law.

The judge said it had a “chilling” effect on medical providers who
feared heavy fines or even losing their licenses if they spoke to families
about gun safety – a rather serious health issue in Florida, judging by
the number of emergency room admissions.

Increasingly, doctors around the country are putting firearm owner-
ship on their checklists of questions for patients. That’s because, ac-
cording to the American Academy of Pediatrics, one out of every 25
children delivered to pediatric trauma centers has a gunshot wound.

It’s likely that Florida will appeal Judge Cooke’s decision and try to
reinstate the doctor-muzzling law. The governor thinks it’s a dandy
piece of legislation, and totally constitutional. His hapless scorecard in
that area speaks for itself.

Tom Julin, a prominent First Amendment lawyer involved in chal-
lenging the statute, recently wrote in the South Florida Sun Sentinel:
“The fact of the matter is the NRA asked the Legislature to pass this
law to censor doctors who might advocate gun control the NRA oppos-
es. Doctors who see children bearing bullet holes on a regular basis
can be very powerful advocates.”

To do their jobs right, doctors are obligated to ask about anything
that might affect the health of you and your family.

You certainly can’t be forced to answer those questions, just as your
doctor can’t be forced to keep you as a patient. Take your funny-col-
ored pee and move on.

Carl Hiaasen is a columnist for the Miami Herald. Readers may write
to him at: 1 Herald Plaza, Miami, FL 33132.

The group known as Christians in Recov-
ery has published “12 Signs of a Spiritual
Awakening.” As I read the signs, I realized
that although these ideas may have applica-
tions for most people, they’re not of much
use for persons embroiled in politics, either
as office-holders or campaign workers. Here
are the spiritual signs, and my responses to
them.

1. AN INCREASED TENDENCY TO LET
THINGS HAPPEN RATHER THAN MAKE
THEM HAPPEN. Such a laissez-faire attitude
spells suicide to a politician and his/her
supporters. Politics requires people to take
any sort of action that will defeat the enemy.
Up to and including assassination attempts,
or starting a rumor that the opposing candi-
date was born in Qatar as a product of his
mother’s one-night stand with a sheik.

2. FREQUENT ATTACKS OF SMILING. Po-
litical smiles are allowed only during cam-
paign appearances, or when the latest poll
shows your side is gaining. Smiling is a sign
of satisfaction, and satisfied campaigners
usually lose.

3. FEELINGS OF BEING CONNECTED
WITH OTHERS AND NATURE. The best ex-
ample of this would take place as a candi-
date shakes hands with a contributor who
has just forked over a $100,000 campaign
contribution in a rose garden filled with
fawns and chipmunks.

4. FREQUENT OVERWHELMING
EPISODES OF APPRECIATION. Again, such
moments usually are tied to large contribu-
tions, or to public endorsements of a candi-
date by supporters such as Oprah Winfrey,
the Pope or God.

5. A TENDENCY TO THINK AND ACT
SPONTANEOUSLY RATHER THAN FROM
FEARS BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE.
Such actions by a politician spell certain
doom. Campaign trails are littered with the
bodies of candidates who blurted the truth or
acted as his/her gut feelings dictated at that

moment. Take away the teleprompter from
Barack Obama, the rehearsed answers from
Mitt Romney, and the 3 x 5 cards from
Ronald Reagan, and what have you got?
Chaos. Anarchy. Do you think JFK an-
nounced, “Ich bin eine Berliner!” just as the
phrase crossed his mind at the podium? Not
bloody likely.

6. AN UNMISTAKABLE ABILITY TO
ENJOY EACH MOMENT. Change “each” to
“an occasional” and you’ll be closer to the re-
alities of political campaigning. Today, the
pressures coming to bear on candidates and
their staffs are unremitting. In the not-so-
distant past, campaigners could put in a
grueling 18-hour day and then have a beer
and relax while waiting for the morning pa-
pers to arrive. No more. Today, the Internet
and other electronic news media simply do
not rest. If Mitt Romney says, “Bubbaloo!” at
10 a.m., the Obama people must respond
with an anti-bubbaloo statement by 11. If
they’re too slow, the media will come out at
noon with “Obama campaign headquarters
seem at a loss to reply to Gov. Romney’s
bubbaloo announcement.” There’s not much
room for enjoyable moments in such a
lifestyle.

7. A LOSS OF ABILITY TO WORRY. Ha! 
8. A LOSS OF INTEREST IN CONFLICT.

Ha!
9. A LOSS OF INTEREST IN INTERPRET-

ING THE ACTIONS OF OTHERS. Much of
politics is necessarily devoted to interpreting
the actions of your opponents, followed by is-

suing public statements that misinterpret
and misconstrue those actions, or cast a
negative spotlight on them.

10. A LOSS OF INTEREST IN JUDGING
OTHERS. No way, Jose. If you can’t be a fair-
ly accurate judge of the characters and moti-
vations of the political players (both friendly
and enemy) you’d better find yourself anoth-
er game.

11. A LOSS OF INTEREST IN JUDGING
SELF. This trait in a politician need not be
harmful provided that he/she has already
accurately analyzed his strong and weak
points. He can then proceed to hide his de-
fects and vulnerabilities from the voting pub-
lic so that voters will be conned into judging
him as being trustworthy, intelligent, strong,
etc.

12. GAINING THE ABILITY TO LOVE
WITHOUT EXPECTING ANYTHING IN RE-
TURN. In politics and in many other areas of
life, the term “love” is bandied about so
much that it’s almost meaningless. Any can-
didate who tells a crowd of 500 or 50,000
persons “I love you!” should not be believed.
You can’t love anyone you don’t know pretty
well, and no candidate can get up close and
personal with all those voters out there. A
typical candidate doesn’t exude or expect
love. Or respect. Or worship. All he wants is
your vote (along with a campaign contribu-
tion, if possible).

****
Does all of the above mean that politics

completely rules out genuine idealism, love
of country and a desire to serve the public?
Not in the least. It simply rules out the sort
of spiritual awakening that can lift a person
above the fray and purify his soul. Politics is
a battleground, messy, impure, and about as
spiritual as a pro football game. But it can
still be great fun.

Bob Driver is a former columnist and edito-
rial page editor for the Clearwater Sun. Send
Driver an email at tralee71@comcast.net. 

No room for spiritual awakenings

I have a love-hate
relationship with
bridges.

The panoramic
view of meandering
rivers and restless
seas from the tops
of bridges makes
memories.

Being stuck on a bridge with a full bladder makes nightmares.
My boss told me that he recently was held up on the bridge at

John’s Pass twice on the same trip – to and from his destination.
I can top that. Before the bridge was rebuilt, I was also held up on it

twice on the same trip – but both times on the way back. Must have
taken me 35 minutes to get to the Madeira side.

There were more mariners passing through the spans that February
afternoon than there were boats evacuating Dunkirk in World War II.

Trust me on this. I had plenty of time to count them.
Though I think that our transportation planners sometimes come

up with a BAD idea – Build Another Drawbridge – I recognize that for
some places there are few alternatives, such as at John’s Pass. And I
prefer a drawbridge over a ferry any day.

You don’t want to be on a ferry in Lake Superior in the winter,
which explains why the Aerial Lift Bridge was built in Duluth, Minn. It
was one of the first bridges I’ve ever crossed as a boy growing up in
northern Wisconsin and remains one of my favorites. 

The bridge was built in 1905 and upgraded in 1929 to its current
“lifting” design – meaning straight up – as it operates today. It’s proba-
bly Duluth’s most famous and beloved piece of architecture, even
though it looks as if were built from an Erector Set.

The last time I crossed that bridge was when I was on vacation in
2004, just for the heck of it. The bridge takes you from the mainland
in Duluth to Minnesota Point, a seven-mile narrow sand spit that
leads to nowhere.

The next time I make a decision to take the Aerial Lift Bridge just for
the heck of it, I’ll forgo having two Leinenkugel beers at nearby Grand-
ma’s restaurant. As you are waiting for the lift to come down, it’s kind
of hard to enjoy the bridge’s distinct operating mechanisms when the
most prevalent thought running through your head is where’s the
nearest bathroom.

Have a favorite name of a bridge? Mine is the Bridge of Gods, a span
in the magnificent Columbia River Gorge between Oregon and Wash-
ington. In deference to Manito, the Great Spirit, I won’t butcher the
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LETTERS

Driver’s Seat
Bob Driver

Florida loses a
silly legal battle

Fireworks revelers show lack of conscience 
Editor:
Thank you for your timely article (Heart of the Matter) in the July

12th edition of the Bee.
Today’s increasing disregard for the inherent responsibilities of all

citizens to care for our natural resources is appalling. As Gulf side resi-
dents of Indian Rocks Beach, our neighbors and we have seen increas-
ing behavior mentioned in Southmayd’s writing.

We have watched beach goers throw whole cases of beer bottles into
the sea oats on occasions when the sheriff’s deputies come by on pa-
trol. The Independence Day lack of conscience shown by fireworks rev-
elers was, indeed, disgraceful.

As noted in the article, the shore erosion had a serious effect on the
evening. This was an inconvenience that sensible people expect to live
with. Ms. Southmayd rightly pointed out that all parties involved in the
display should have returned, at least the next morning, to clean up
the mess. Despite the overflowing trash baskets, many did pile the
trash next to the containers. Many did not. When we, and other resi-
dents, combed the beach the next day, the volume of junk was unbe-
lievable. City workers continue to do an amazing job in caring for our
beautiful beach. I saw a terrible train wreck years ago. The mess left
on the morning of the 5th was avid reminder. IRB staff should not be
expected to do train wrecks.

A suggestion is that, perhaps, civic organizations might sponsor
(with the city of IRB) annual celebration events to help control the
chaotic situation. As we all know, groups such as IRB Action 2000,
IRB Home Owners, Rotary Club, Beach Art Center and others contin-
ue to sponsor excellent family events throughout the year. Most people
take for granted the huge amount of volunteer efforts that go into the
preparation and staging of these events.

One is familiar with the sage remark that, “if you want something
done, ask a busy person.” Perhaps, a joint meeting to include repre-
sentatives of these organizations and the city may be scheduled to
consider possibilities. Dealing with the three-mile long beach area for
holidays like New Years Eve and the 4th is a challenge. I believe that,
with some old-fashioned brainstorming, something will be done. 

Ralph E. Montgomery
Indian Rocks Beach

The ups and downs of bridges

Please type letters to the editor (or print legibly) and include
your name, town of residence, phone number and signature and
mail to Tampa Bay Newspapers, 9911 Seminole Blvd., Seminole,
FL 33772. Emails should include town of residence and tele-
phone and be sent to tgermond@TBNweekly.com. We will not
print the letter writer’s phone number.

Here are some more guidelines for letters:
• Letters are printed on a first-come, first-served basis. They

may be edited to correct grammar, spelling and factual errors.
They also may be edited for clarity.

• Please keep letters to editor to 500 words.

What do you think?

Carl
Hiaasen

Tom
Germond

story here of how the bridge got its name, but you can find out more
about it at www.portofcascadelocks.org/bridge. 

Or just go there, enjoy the scenery and surroundings and learn
about Sam Hill, a famous innovator in the Pacific Northwest.

Closer to home, I enjoy the view of brawny Jacksonville from the
bridge on I-95 over the St. John’s River. I didn’t enjoy the view decades
ago when you had to pay a toll on the bridge to cross the river. 

And what the Sam Hill is up with the proposal to convert the
Howard Frankland Bridge into a toll bridge? (You knew I’d work Sam
Hill in somehow). Not sure who’s the brainless bureaucrat that decided
that would be a good idea, but he probably runs with the same crowd
that decided we need a state university in Lakeland.

The Howard Frankland is my least favorite bridge. I’m never sure on
how much time to allot for a trip to Tampa International Airport be-
cause of the traffic frenzy, which is akin to the running of the wilde-
beasts across the Maui River.

Might be easier to leave your car at St. Petersburg/Clearwater Inter-
national Airport and book a flight to Tampa International.

I pray to Manito I never have to do that.

The Aerial LIft Bridge in Duluth, Minn., in May 1996.

© Tampa Bay Newspapers: All rights reserved www.tbnweekly.com



Oudtoors 9A Leader, July 19, 2012

071912

71912

Dr.’s Todd Clarkson and Donald Collins remain committed to maintaining the
standards and traditions of excellence their patients expect and deserve.

our physicians and three Advanced Registered Nurse
Practitioners work out of 2 office locations. Our East Bay
Medical Center offers visits during “Lunchtime” hours to
better meet your scheduling needs.FF

2 Convenient Locations to Better Serve You.
Oakhurst Medical Clinic

13020 Park Blvd., Seminole, FL 33776 • 727-393-3404
oakhurstmedicalclinic.com

East Bay Medical Center
3800 East Bay Drive, Largo, FL 33771 • 727-539-0505

eastbaymedicalcenter.com

www.oakmed.com
Medicare, Humana Medicare Advantage Plan,

and most other insurance plans accepted.
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FAMILY PRACTICE &
INTERNAL MEDICINE
FAMILY PRACTICE &
INTERNAL MEDICINE
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No more painful, swollen legs or feet or 
unsightly varicose or spider veins!

FREE VEIN AND LEG SCREENING

Call today to schedule your appointment!

727.871.VEIN (8346)

New Location in Walsingham Podiatry

14219 Walsingham Road, Suite K, Largo

• Board Certified Vascular Surgeons
• Convenient Office Based Procedures
• Minimal Down Time and Scarring

4 Locations to serve you Davis Island/Sun City Center/Town n’ Country

All procedures performed by a Board Certified Vascular Surgeon.
Ultrasound by a registered vascular technician. Most insurances accepted.

Don’t Let Your Legs Keep
YOU ON THE SIDELINES!

With this ad.
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Call today to schedule your FREE
foot or leg screening in Largo on

Tuesday, July 24

You’re unique, but share
something with every creature on
earth: You win some and you
lose some. How wonderful the
wins. How lousy the losses.

As long as they’re roughly bal-
anced, things are OK. When
they’re off-balance, it’s tempting
to embrace the meditative philos-
ophy that nothing is good or bad.
It just is.

The idea that events are nei-
ther good nor bad is one way to
see life at sea, whose natural
rhythms have recently unfurled a
gripping series of events. Overall,
the number of dolphins using
our area is generally consistent
but we find them less often now.
Perhaps they’re behaving differ-
ently, which conceivably corre-
sponds to a classic feature of
warming seas: novel new dol-
phins.

Novel new dolphins include
the seven babies born so far. Six
have resident moms (Club, J,
Face, FM, Slightwin and LA
Stick). The remaining mom is
nonresident Osiris, whose ap-
pearance with her tiny shiny
newborn reaffirms John’s Pass
waters as vital dolphin nursery
grounds.

New moms tend to scatter,
roaming alone to teach the new-
born her unique whistle while
avoiding the potential confusion
of competing sounds, whether
other dolphins or boats.

FM’s newborn didn’t survive
tropical storm Debby. But like
the sunshine that followed her
havoc, its loss was an unexpect-

ed silver lining for FM’s previous
calf Fennel, born in 2009. 

When a mother dolphin with
an older “calf at heal” gives birth
again, it usually triggers the
older calf to wean. But its strong
ties with its lifelong companion
aren’t always broken with a reso-
lute snap. Weanlings often trail
their mom for several weeks after
the birth of the rival sibling or
are found in bays adjacent to
her. 

Little Fennel haunted his
mom’s vicinity in the days follow-
ing the appearance of her June
newborn, giving us a glimpse of
the tough side of life. Fennel is
small for his age. He got bit on
the back by a shark last sum-
mer, which healed to a conspicu-
ous dent behind his dorsal fin.
Wounded calves pour resources
into healing instead of girth and
often stay small. You don’t want
to be small and alone at sea. It
attracts the wrong company. 

When FM appeared without
the newborn after the storm,
Fennel swam sturdily at her side
once again. 

Speaking of the hazards of
small lone dolphins at sea, poor
Split emerges with an increasing-
ly somber reproductive record.
She successfully raised her zesty
2005 son Steve to weaning. The

loss of her 2008 newborn re-
vealed the grave fact that dol-
phins mourn their dead. Split
gave birth in 2010 but the new-
born was lost within the month.
She had Seville in 2011, who was
doing beautifully through Memo-
rial Day this year. Five days later,
reports of Split once again tend-
ing the corpse of her dead baby
ended all that.

The cosmic tide pushed back
with a spring parade of bulls
that, like Treasure Island’s
Fourth of July fireworks, includ-
ed many charming surprises. A
number of young and mature
bulls have returned after years of
absence along with two novel
new dolphins.

One of the new dolphins is a
husky character we call Xiphos.
He spent May and June haunt-
ing the vicinity of mom-calf
groups but never joined them di-
rectly that we saw. However, he
not only joined local bulls N and
Rippington directly, he found it
necessary to pepper them with
an extensive big fish handling
display, perhaps as an exercise
in intimidation. 

Over Memorial Day, three dol-
phins sprinted off the shadows of
a seaside school before vanishing
into the wake of a passing yacht.
One was a dolphin we call Hoff-
man. We’ve seen it only once be-
fore. Hoffman’s return is another
reflection of the rhythm of free-
ranging dolphin movement pat-
terns. Hoffman’s companions
were new to us. One remains
mysterious. The other’s dorsal fin

Newer but fewer dolphins

pattern was so distinct that it
was an obvious new addition to
our photo ID catalogue, the com-
pendium by which we recognize
and document local dolphin dra-
mas. We’re calling it Gem, a
sparkly gender-free combination
of Jen and Jim. 

A couple of weeks later, three
bulls pestered local lady Front
Slash as she tried to hunt along
a private section of seawall. Bull-
dozed into open waters, she
communicated her response to
the bothersome bulls by launch-
ing into a series of aerial maneu-
vers and then rocketing away at
top dolphin speed. 

The trio harried her as a pair
and a singleton. The pair was a
surprise. Lax is a local Bowery
Boy who usually swims with
Midface so it was peculiar to see

him swim in careful synchrony
alongside Dune. Dune is an oc-
casional visitor insofar as we’ve
seen it only once in August of
2009, when it and companions
fought with local bulls. 

The singleton who worked
alone is a bull we identified dur-
ing our 2004 pilot work. His
name, Square Bite Face, is a
rough description of the notch
pattern on his dorsal fin. We saw
him annually before John’s Pass
Bridge construction began but
only three times since. His
buddy Two Lips was nowhere
around, maybe lost in the tides
of time.

But a fourth dolphin trailed
the bulls who trailed the lady. It
was Keyhole Plus, another occa-
sional visitor bull we saw annu-
ally before John’s Pass Bridge

construction began but only
three times since.

New babies, Xiphos and Gem
push the number of identified
dolphins in John’s Pass to 290!
Yet between newer dolphins and
fewer dolphins, it’s not easy to
watch the tentative imbalance
with meditative neutrality.

Dr. Weaver studies wild dol-
phins under federal permit
16299, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration. Send
her an email at dazzled@tam
pabay.rr.com or visit her website
www.dolphinsuperstore.com.
Read her award-winning Dolphin
Wa tch column w eekly  a t
www.TBNweekly.com. NOAA ad-
vises anyone who sees a strand-
ed dolphin in the Gulf of Mexico to
call 877-942-5343 or 877-433-
8299.

Dolphin
Watch

Ann Weaver

Photo by ANN WEAVER
Local lady DD1 arches to avoid a particularly bothersome bull.

Largo youth
gets scholarship

LARGO – Taylor Cook of Largo
recently received a $500 schol-
arship from the Youth Tennis
Foundation of Florida.

The scholarships, called the
Kelley Awards, are presented to
tennis players who display good
character, good attitude, tennis
ability, a desire to improve their
tennis skills and participate in
local United States Tennis Asso-
ciation Junior Team tennis pro-
grams.

Established in 1962, the
Youth Tennis Foundation of
Florida Inc. is a nonprofit organ-
ization that offers support for
the development of youth tennis
in Florida.

Kids can play
golf for $5

LARGO – The Largo Golf
Course is offering youth ages 17
and younger the opportunity to
play golf this summer for $5. 

“Youths 17 and younger can
beat the summer boredom blues
by walking 18 holes at Largo

Golf Course any day of the week
after 11 a.m.,” a city news re-
lease said.

Children 10 and younger
must be accompanied by an
adult throughout the round.
Nonplaying adults can walk with
their child for free or choose to
rent a cart for a small fee. Largo
Golf Course is located at 12500
Vonn Road. Call 518-3024. 

Triathlon planned
for Aug. 4

LARGO – The Bardmoor
YMCA Youth and Adult sprint
triathlon will be held Saturday,
Aug. 4, 7 a.m. to noon, at the
Bardmoor Golf and Tennis Club,
8001 Cumberland Road.

All proceeds from the triathlon
will benefit the YMCA People
Helping People Assistance Pro-
gram and the Livestrong Cancer
Survivor Program at the Bard-
moor branch.

Ages 13 and over will start at
7 a.m.; ages 5 to 7 will start at 8
a.m. and ages 8 to 12 will start
at 9 a.m.

The fee is $25 for participants
who register by Aug. 3.

Call 394-9622.

Weedon to host
photography hike

ST. PETERSBURG – A wild-
flower photography hike will be
offered Saturday, July 21, 8 to
10 a.m., at Weedon Island Pre-
serve, 1800 Weedon Drive NE. 

The free event will offer partic-
ipants the perfect opportunity to
hone their skills. After a brief
classroom session, highlighting
specific wildlife behaviors,
guides will assist participants in
capturing the natural beauty in
photos. Advance registration is
required. 

Call 453-6500 or visit
www.weedonislandpreserve.org.

Weedon to host
guided hikes

ST. PETERSBURG – Guided
hikes will be offered Saturdays,
July 21, 28, Aug. 4, 9 to 11
a.m., at Weedon Island Preserve,
1800 Weedon Drive NE.

Attendees will learn about the
ecosystems and the early resi-
dents of Weedon Island Preserve

while going along on this free
guided hike. Participants should
bring water and a snack. A hat
and closed-toe shoes also are
recommended. The hike is best
for ages 6 and older.

Preregistration is required.
Call 453-6500 or visit www.wee
donislandpreserve.org.

Briefs

See BRIEFS, page 10A
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Check out my 
NEW “29 Day Performance Listing Program”

No more 3, 6 or 12 month listing periods!
Innovative 2, 5 or 6 percent fee structure!

Full Service Marketing Agreement!
“If I fail to perform to your satisfaction, you

don’t have to renew the listing”

Coldwell Banker Sun Vista Realty, Inc.

727-902-1437 - www.BeachRealEstatePro.com

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE, INC.

You WILL Be Impressed!
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Selling Home?
Your

RICH RIPPETOE

71912

• Short Sales
• Residential/Commercial Closings
• 1031 Exchanges
• Reverse Mortgages
• For Sale By Owner Packages Available

8640 Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL 33772

Seminole Title
Company

392-5906

011212
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For more info about me & my listings, scan this QR
code or visit my website at www.MaryKSells.com.

Century 21 Hall of Fame Member & Centurion Producer

The Mary “K” Team
Mary Kottich, Realtor

727-398-7771 x1011

727-510-5251
MKottich@aol.com

● Experienced

● Knowledgeable

● Hard Working

● Dependable

● Detail Oriented

8668 Park Blvd. Ste G
Seminole, FL 33777
www.MaryKSells.com

Clearwater Townhouse
3BR/2.5BA/2CG w/1,566 Sq. Ft.

Townhouse w/pond view
Fresh paint & carpet

Bonus enclosed FL room
$119,900

Home In Largo
4BR/1.5BA w/1,173 Sq. Ft.

Remodeled Kitchen
Well Maintained

Luxury Spa
$129,900

Seminole Gardens
1BR/1BA w/874 Sq. Ft.,
First Floor w/pond view

Some Updates
55+, no pets, 90 day lease

$29,999

Home In Bardmoor
4BR/3BA/2CG w/2,375 Sq. Ft.

Well Maintained
Screened Pool & Spa
Great Neighborhood

$295,000

Home In Largo
3BR/2BA/2CG w/1,433 Sq. Ft.

Meticulously Maintained
Barrel Tile Roof
Screened Pool

$175,000

Oakhurst Short Sale
2BR/1BA/2CG, 1,154 Sq. Ft.

Remodeled Kitchen
Fenced backyard
Seminole Schools

$89,900

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

CONTRACT

PENDING

CONTRACT

PENDING

What’s Selling
in Pinellas County

071912

Clearwater
4BR/4BA

$1,350,000

Exclusive beachfront corner unit which includes elegant travertine marble
flooring, faux and custom painting throughout, crown molding and accent

design ceilings. Kitchen has granite counters, and stainless appliances.

David Gardella
Premier Sothebys International Realty

Largo
2BR/2BA

$74,000

Seminole Palms at Largo Townhome - Built in 2003 with granite
countertops and open floor plan. Ten foot ceilings on main floor. Master

has large bath with updated tile and fixtures.

Tom Cato
Realty Executives Adamo

Redington Beach
2BR/2BA

$249,000

Beautiful condo in a smaller well maintained complex directly on the
white sands of Redington Beach. Light and bright, features Gulf views
from private West facing balcony. Also included is private laundry and

storage room.

Sandy Hartmann
Realty Executives Adamo

Madeira Beach
2BR/2BA

$355,000

Direct Gulf-front in Sea Breeze Condos. Updated and spacious with
1,450 sq. ft. End unit with panoramic views. Heated pool and spa,

clubhouse, shuffleboard and more. Walk to John’s Pass.

Rich Rippetoe
Coldwell Banker - Sun Vista Realtors

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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FACING DIVORCE?
We Specialize in Family Law:

Divorce • Custody • Child Support
Modification • Adoption • Criminal • Wills

Free Consultation

TODD LAW OFFICES
5315 Park Boulevard, Suite 3

Pinellas Park • 727-545-8633
www.toddlawoffices.com

Jennifer Todd
Attorney

By BRIAN GOFF

CLEARWATER – Twenty-seven
years ago, Russ and Marilyn
Jones moved from New Jersey to
Florida, bought a home in the
Clearwater Cascades Mobile
Home Park in Pinellas Park and
immediately went looking for a
ball game. They discovered the
Florida State League, and they
have been hooked ever since. 

Marilyn says it is all because
of Russ. 

“I always liked baseball,” she
said. “But Russ was a real fan of
minor league baseball, and we
began to go to games.” 

Does she still like it? 
“Absolutely. I am hooked. The

people are so nice,” she said.
Back in 1997, the couple

began to go to Florida State
League games in St. Petersburg
and Dunedin. Then in 2003, they
began to go see the Clearwater
Phillies in Jack Russell Stadium.
They have been season ticket
holders ever since. 

The team, now called the
Clearwater Threshers, plays out
of Bright House Field in Clearwa-
ter. Marilyn and Russ are famil-
iar fixtures in the same seats in
Section 114. 

To Marilyn the seats are home
and the people around them are
family. 

“They are our baseball family
for sure,” she said. “Not only in
the stadium, but we have be-
come friends outside the stadium
too.”

The players over the years
have become near and dear to
Marilyn and Russ too. Marilyn
says when the mood strikes she

will bake a double batch of cook-
ies and send them to the club-
house for the players.

“They appreciate that, believe
me,” she said.

Russ recalled getting a call one
evening from one of the players
whose car had broken down. 

“He just wanted some advice
about a repair shop, he was look-
ing to find someone who wouldn’t
rip him off,” said Russ. 

When you go to as many
games as Marilyn and Russ, it is
inevitable that the players get to
know you. And Russ isn’t quiet
during games. He is always
yelling encouragement to the
players. 

Russ recalled talking to pitcher
Scott Matheson one day. Mathe-
son, who now plays in Japan,
played briefly for the Phillies, and
Russ asked him if he ever heard
him yelling from the stands. He
recalled Matheson saying, “Russ,
if I were on the mound in
Philadelphia in front of a packed
house and you called out, I’d
hear you!”

Marilyn said the couple went
to Fort Myers to watch a game
and Kyle Kendrick, who now
pitches for the Philadelphia
Phillies, threw a shutout. He too
had heard Russ yelling encour-
agement during the game. As he
walked off the field he tossed the
game ball to Russ and later auto-
graphed it. It is one of Russ’s
prize possessions to this day.

Russ countered with his wife’s
story with the evening they went
to watch a Devil Rays game at
Tropicana Field. As he and Mari-
lyn walked down by the dugout,
catcher Toby Hall spotted them

and came over and gave Marilyn
a big hug.

This fall, Marilyn and Russ are
going to British Columbia to at-
tend the wedding of Thresher
player Chris Kissock. Three years
ago, a young woman sat next to
Marilyn at a Threshers game and
struck up a conversation. They
became friends. The young
woman was Kissock’s girlfriend
Shauna, now his wife-to-be.
Kissock is still in the Phillies or-
ganization, pitching for their
Double A Reading affiliate.

The Jones’ relationship with
the players is something that the
Threshers front office people
noticed quickly. Jason Adams,
assistant general manager-ticket-
ing, knows Russ and Marilyn
well. 

“They bring a family, a warm
feeling towards the ballpark, and
that makes it easier for the play-
ers,” he said. “It is nice when
they hear their names called
from the stands, and not only
here. Russ and Marilyn travel all
over the States to support the
team” 

Adams said the couple also
has an intimate knowledge of
baseball. 

“They know what it takes for a
player to make it to the majors,”
he said. “With us, it isn’t a busi-
ness-client relationship. When I
see Marilyn, I get a big hug and
Russ always has a hand shake
and a pat on the back.”

Russ said the love and knowl-
edge of baseball was instilled in
him early in life. 

“I grew up in the (Washington)
D.C. area, and my Dad was a
diehard Washington Senators

‘Our baseball family’
Pinellas Park couple love the Threshers’ games

fan,” said Russ. “Every year be-
fore we went on vacation, he
would take us to a game, any
game, anywhere, high school,
college, minor leagues, wherever.
It was a tradition, and I’ll never
forget it.”

That history translated to his
love for the game today. 

Marilyn and Russ seldom miss
a game. They have only missed
five this year, all afternoon
games. 

“I sunburn very easily and I’m
superstitious,” Russ said. “I have
to sit in my same seat every time.
But that is in the sun during day
games, so I can’t take the
chance.” 

They also travel all over the
state to watch the Threshers
play. The fact that they are sea-

son ticket holders in Clearwater
allows them to get into any
League park for free. 

Still Marilyn said she prefers
Bright House field. 

“Oh my gosh, it is absolutely
the best stadium in the Florida
State League and we’ve been to
many of them,” she said.

Their loyalty to the Threshers
was paid back to them in 2004
when they were making a trip to
Pennsylvania and planned to go
to a Philadelphia Phillies game
on July 4. The game was sold
out, and no matter how they
tried they couldn’t get tickets.
They mentioned it to their con-
tact with the Threshers who, in a
matter of minutes, scored them
four tickets right behind home
plate. Russ didn’t ask how it

happened but said he and Mari-
lyn, their daughter and son-in-
law had one of the best Fourth of
Julys ever.

Both Marilyn and Russ intend
to keep their love of baseball and
the Threshers going for a long
time. 

“We’ll be watching every year,
absolutely, as long as our health
holds out,” said Marilyn. 

Russ is even more adamant. 
“As long as the good Lord

keeps me breathing, even if I’m
in a wheelchair I’ll keep going,”
he said. “As long as I can get to
the ballpark” 

Then he added perhaps the
most important part of his love
for the game. 

“I’m very fortunate I married a
woman who loves baseball.”

Photo by BRIAN GOFF
Marilyn and Russ Jones of Pinellas Park enjoy the Fourth of July Threshers Game in Clearwater. They have
been season ticket holders for 10 years.

Hot air temperatures for a couple
of weeks now have warmed our in-
shore waters to a balmy 85 degrees,
and mid-day temperatures on the
shallow flats can be close to 90 de-
grees. These warm temperatures
can make for some pretty tough
fishing.

Targeting deepwater flats and
structure in and around the passes
will definitely put you in position to
catch more fish.

Trout and mackerel can be
found just inside the passes hang-
ing on grass edges that have good
concentrations of bait. Productive
areas can often be located by the

presence of diving pelicans and dip-
ping terns.

Newly hatched sardine and
threadfin fry is the cause for all the
commotion. Most of this bait is too
small to be cast-netted and used
for bait.

Your better option would be the
use of small artificial lures, soft

plastic or buck tail jigs in white or
silver should do the trick. 

Deep bridges with good current
are good places to find snook, gag
grouper, black drum and flounder.
Targeting the first couple of hours
of the tide change with a variety of
baits can be very productive. The
snook and grouper love big pinfish
and grunts. Be sure to drop them
down on some heavy tackle at least
50-pound test with an even heavier
leader. For the flounder try fishing
a small grunt or live shrimp on a jig
head.

Offshore gag grouper fishing re-
mains good despite the warm water

temperatures; depths of 30 to 60
foot are loaded with gags. Natural
limestone ledges and artificial reefs
are both holding plenty of fish. The
grouper have been responding
quite well to big frisky pinfish.

Until next week – get bent!
Tyson Wallerstein can be

reached at
capt.tyson@hotmail.com. To get a
fish photo in the paper, send the
photo along with your name, when
and where it was caught to editori-
al@TBNweekly.com or mail it to
Tampa Bay Newspapers, 9911
Seminole Blvd., Seminole, FL
33772.

Move to deeper water to beat the heat
Fish Tales

Capt. Tyson
Wallerstein

Weedon to offer archaeology camp
ST. PETERSBURG – Archaeology Summer Camp will be presented

Monday through Friday, July 23-27, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Weedon Is-
land Preserve, 1800 Weedon Drive NE. 

This summer camp is designed for children ages 7 to 11 with a
strong interest in prehistory and history while learning how early peo-
ple interacted with their environment. Campers will learn the impor-
tance of archaeology and will gain understanding about early natural
resources that were necessary for life in the Tampa Bay region. The
camp will include guest experts, a tour of an archaeological site,
hands-on archaeology, lab analysis, pottery making, an atlatl adven-
ture and earning the certificate of Tommy the Tortoise, Junior Archae-
ologist. 

Cost is $150 per camper. 
For information, contact Florida Public Archaeology Network at 813-

396-2328 or email crharper@usf.edu. Visit www.weedonislandpre
serve.org. 

Weedon to host Wee-Time
ST. PETERSBURG – Wee-Time at Weedon will be presented Thurs-

day, July 26, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m., at Weedon Island Preserve, 1800
Weedon Drive NE.

This free program is designed to introduce preschool children to the
wonders of the natural and cultural world. Every second and fourth
Thursday of each month, children are treated to a variety of stories
and hands-on activities that connect them to their environment. 

Preregistration is required. To register, call 582-2100 or visit
www.weedonislandpreserve.org. For information, call 453-6500.

BRIEFS, from page 9A
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Obituaries
William L. Stapleton ("Bill"),

83, of Clearwater and Southborough, MA, died on Saturday, July 7, 2012.
He was the beloved and devoted husband of Marianne S. (Barth)
Stapleton for 59 years. In his youth Bill raced flat head Fords and flat
track motorcycles on the Eastern Circuit. He was the owner and operator
of the former Bill & Larry’s Texaco, Inc. in Nobscot (then dba Southboro
Mobil in Southborough) where he spent many hours running a successful
full automotive repair facility. Bill was dedicated to his family and will be
remembered by many as a terrific teacher, wonderful father and a great
friend. In addition to his wife he leaves his children, William L. Stapleton,
Jr. and his wife Kristin of Southborough, MA; Laura McPherson and her
husband Kirk of Old Lyme, CT; Linda Derosier and her husband Jay of
Shrewsbury, MA; Leslie Tasse’ and her husband John of Ballston Spa,
NY; Lisa Stapleton of Boxford, MA ; Lorraine Charman and her husband
John of Atlanta, GA; Will Colon of Worcester; and 12 grandchildren.
Burial and funeral are private. Memorial contributions may be sent in his
memory to American Parkinson Disease Assoc., 72 East Concord St.,
Boston, MA 02118, apdama.org. To send words of condolence to the
family, please go to Morrisfuneralparlor.com.

Danielle “Daisy” Lewise Fox,
Danielle “Daisy” Lewise Fox, born April 25, 1980 in Hugoton, KS, but
lived her life in St. Petersburg, FL, went to be with the Lord on July 7,
2012, at the age of 32. Danielle is preceded in death by Donald Rochefort
and Bradley Rochefort. She is survived by Michael Hudley, her fiancé; her
two children, Jada Rose Towns and Thomas Hudley; her brothers and
sisters, Michelle Haluska, (Missy), Shawna Lincicome, Jeffrey Haluska,
Mathew Haluska, Wayne, Dusty and Shane Fox; parents Sherrie and John
Davis; Aunt and Uncle Don and Mary Lynn Farry; Aunt Dana; Cousin,
Matt Farry, Maggie, Liegh Ann, Kellie, Daniel (Ducky), and Kate;
grandmother Lillian Rochefort and father Robert (Sonny) Fox. A Facebook
page has been posted by Amber Parker; we invite people to post their
names and messages. The link to this Facebook page is Danielle_Daisy
_fox@yahoo.com. Funeral Services will be held at M.E. Rodriguez Funeral
Home on Friday, July 20, 2012 from 1pm to 9pm. 

Church And Temple Directory
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St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church

1955 S. Belcher Road • Clearwater
Parish Administration Office 727-531-7721 • www.SCOSParish.org

DAILY MASS: Monday - Friday 7:00am  
Monday & Wednesday 11:00 am • Saturday 8:00 am

CONFESSION SCHEDULE: 
Monday & Wednesday 10:30 am - 10:50 am
Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:50 pm

WEEKEND MASS:  Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 am & 9:00 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Traditional Choir) • 6:00 pm (Contemporary Choir)

80510

Tell the Public About Your Services Call 397-5563

Tell the Public
About Your Services

Call 397-5563

8771 Park Blvd. • Seminole
Corner of Park Blvd. & Starkey Rd. next to Save-a-Lot

Heirs of Promise Church

Pastor Jim & April
Licensed &
Ordained 
Through

Rhema Bible

“A Non Denominational / Spirit Filled Church”

397-0806 • www.heirsofpromise.com

• Bible Foundations Class • Nursery
• Contemporary Worship • Prayer

Sunday Service................................................10:30 AM
Children’s Church...........................................10:30 AM
Thursday Midweek Service...............................7:00 PM
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AIR DUCT
CLEANING

$4995
One Week Only

UNLIMITED VENTS
Includes 1 Main & 1 Return

Is Your Home Making You Sick?
Excess Dust? Allergies? Asthma? Breathing Problems?

LOWEST PRICE EVER

Pinellas County • 727-823-4120

• UV Light Air-purifiers
• Mold Removal
• Sanitizer
• Maintenance Programs
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Outside Condenser Cleaning
• Electrostatic Filters

(with lifetime warranty)
• Workmanship Guaranteed

30%
10% OFF

Having Your Air Ducts
Cleaned Could Reduce Your
Heating/Cooling Costs By

Senior Citizen, Government Workers &
Anyone in the Medical IndustryDISCOUNT

Indoor Air Quality Testing Available. Call for Details

Let our 25 years of Experience & Knowledge Work for You and Your Family
Locally owned and operated. Licensed and insured for your protection.

AMERICAN AIR INC.

WARNING!
DUST MITE WASTE

CAUSES ALLERGIES
& ASTHMA
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FREE MOLD 
INSPECTION
$99 VALUE!

Call For Details

FL Lic. #CAC1816190, FL Mold Rem. Lic. #MRSR1933, FL Mold Insp. Lic. #MRSA1774
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LARGO – Members of the Tut-
terow Stars of Tomorrow Perform-
ance Company will be heading off
to Europe this month. 

The group of 49, 20 of which
are dancers ages 7-20, were invit-
ed to perform for U.S. troops at
the U.S. garrison in Grafenwor.
They will take a dance workshop
in Munich and also perform at
the horticultural show in Bam-
berg. The group will travel to Aus-
tria and take the “Sound of
Music” tour in Salzburg, where
the movie was filmed. Since the
dancers were headed to Europe,
they submitted an audition video
to Euro Disney in Paris and re-
ceived a formal invitation to per-
form in the Disney theme park. 

“This is such a fantastic oppor-
tunity for the dancers and their
families. It is such an honor for
these students to have the
chance to perform for our U.S.
Troops. Its just a small way to
bring a little bit of home to them
and show them how much we ap-
preciate all that they do for our

Dance group plans trip to Europe
The Tutterow dancers will perform for the U.S. troops in Grafenwar, Germany.

country,” said Debbie Kennedy,
director of the Tutterow Dancers,
in a press release. 

The dancers and families have
been fundraising with car wash-
es, tag days, Rays games, conces-
sions at the 1-800 Ask Gary
Ampitheater and even hosted
their first 5K race/run in Wals-
ingham park. They will continue
the annual race with the next one
scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 10.

“Preparing for the trip has been
a valuable experience for the
dancers and families. We have all
been working hard for the last
two years to make this dream a
reality. The dancers have learned
about hard work in the studio as

well as teamwork outside working
the fundraisers. The cultural ex-
perience of the trip is one that
will last a lifetime,” said Gordie
Kay, father of dancers Cameron
and Kendall.

The Tutterow Dancers have
partnered with the city of Largo
Recreation Parks and Art Depart-
ment for the past 36 years. Class-
es are held at the Southwest
Complex and the Largo Commu-
nity Center which host three
beautiful large studios with mir-
rors, ballet barres and floating
floors. Registration for fall classes
is in August. Visit www.tutterow-
dancers.com for more informa-
tion.

Julia Schirentino celebrated her 100th birthday with family and friends July 11 at Palm Garden of
Pinellas, 200 16th Ave. SE.

100th birthday 

The Rotary Club of Largo honors its speaker each week by donating a book to the Largo Public
Library Youth Services. Each hardbound book chosen contains a plate with the speaker’s name and
date of presentation. Casey McPhee, director of the Largo Public Library, center, and Jen Shaffer of
Youth Services, left, accept a $1,000 check from Club President Gigi Arntzen. These funds are made
possible from the proceeds of the club’s “Death by Chocolate – A Taste of the Holidays” held on the
first Friday of December each year.

Rotary donation

2-1-1 seeks
volunteers

2-1-1 Tampa Bay Cares, a
nonprofit organization that
provides confidential assis-
tance for people in need of
health and human services,
offers several opportunities for
volunteers.

To complete a volunteer reg-
istration form, visit
www.211tampabay.org. 

2-1-1 serves about 240 mil-

lion Americans in 46 states
and the District of Columbia.
The following types of services
are provided:

Call 210-4233..

© Tampa Bay Newspapers: All rights reserved www.tbnweekly.com
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FREE New Patient
Special

(D1110, D0150, D0274, D210)
New patients Only. With this coupon.

Not valid w/other offers or prior services. Offer expires 7/30/12

New patients Only. With this coupon.
Not valid w/other offers or prior services. Offer expires 7/30/12

062112

DENTAL EMERGENCY? 727-369-8302
Get Attention & Relief 7 Days a Week!

The patient or any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examinations or treatment which is performed as a result of & within
72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. Fees quoted are minimum fees only. Not valid w/insurance. One per family. *Extra fee for same-day
services & for implants. Additional services may be required at regular fees. Endodontist, Orthodontist, Prosthodontist & Periodontist are licensed Florida Associates. Free Consultation, General Dentist only.

GENERAL DENTISTRY
• Crowns • Bridges • Root Canals • Hygiene
IN-HOUSE LAB “ONE DAY SERVICE”
• Dentures & Repairs • Partials
• Implant Retained Dentures

WALK-INS WELCOME
www.NuSmile.net

CareCredit® Patient Payment Plans Available WAC

Exam & X-RAY
Valid with Paid Cleaning

Limited

Time!

FREE
Consultation

Second opinion – Any procedure or
Treatment Plan • Call Now!

FREE
Orthodontist Consult & Records Appointment

SAVE: $450
Teen/Adult • Regular/Invisible Braces

Not valid w/other of-
fers or prior services.
Offer expires 7/30/12

Full Upper or Lower Dentures

$865*
With this coupon. Not valid w/other offers 

or prior services. Offer expires 7/30/12

X-RAY Needed for this special (D330) $68
Total Extractions & Surgeries Available

Relines for Denture Special $150 each Upper (D5120)
$AVE
$300

Reg. $1165

UNABLE TO DRIVE? 
FREE to your Door Shuttle Service with

Dental Work of $500 or more.
Regular Shuttle Service Available $39

With over 20 years experience in
Dentistry, Dr. Nadia O’Neal is

dedicated to bringing you & your
family Quality Dental Care for Healthy

Smiles that will last a lifetime.

13611 Park Blvd. Suite G
E a s t  o f  O a k h u r s t  •  S e m i n o l e

727.369.8302
Open Mon-Fri 8:30am to 5:00pm

Saturday By Appt.-Only 5 per Day

SPECIALIST NEW PATIENT EXAMS

$100 NOW $79 • Prosthodontist Consult Only - Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Cosmetic Dentistry • Implants Available

$100 NOW $79 • Prosthodontist Consult Only - Laser or Regular Gum Treatment Available

$100 NOW $50 • Dental Surgery Consult Only - Wisdom Teeth or Other Extractions

• Up to 24 Hour Care 
• Weekends, Holidays
• In Home or Facility Care
• Medication Set Ups
• Medication Reminders 

• Hygiene Assistance
• Companionship
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housework 
• Transportation

Alzheimer’s Care and Respite for Family Caregivers
By screened & qualified professionals

www.yourvisitingangel.com
License #30211274

727-797-8600

010512

We also work with Universal Healthcare Diversion Program,
Humana Florida Comfort Choice, United Healthcare, 

Evercare and Veteran’s Administration. Medicaid Certified.

CNAs, HHAs, RNs,
LPNs and Homemakers

Accepting All Long Term Care Insurance

70% Off Color, Haircut & Style!

Only

$3995
Your Experience Will Include:

Consultation
Redken Color Retouch (substitute highlights for $30 additional)

Redken Chemistry System Deep Conditioner
Haircut and Blow-Dry

Hot or Cold Cappuccino

Offer ends 8-2-12.
Limit one offer per customer

5848 54th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
www.salonvolo.com

Hair • Nails • Cappuccino Bar

Call 727-545-1905
for Appointment Today!

07
19
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50% OFF Hair Cut! For 1st time clients.
with this TBN Ad.

022312

Nico
Nico is a 2-year-old male
polydactyl kitty. He is a very
sweet and friendly cat, neutered
and current on vaccinations. He
would be fine with other friendly
cats. Call Pat at Second Chance
for Strays at 535-9154. Visit
www.secondchanceforstrays.petfi
nder.com.

Looking for a home
Pinky

Pinky is handsome, extremely
sweet and friendly with other
cats. His $45 adoption fee
includes vaccinations, county
license, neuter surgery,
microchip, 30 days of pet
insurance, pre-owned carrier,
litter pan, litter, litter scoop,
toy, collar, and a bag of Hill's
Science Diet food. Adopt
Pinky at SPCA Tampa Bay,
9099 130th Ave. N. in Largo.
Visit SPCATampaBay.org.

Largo High School Car and Truck
Show planned

LARGO – Tri City Cruisers in conjunction with
Largo High School presents the first Largo High
School Car and Truck Show, located at 401 Missouri
Ave. in Largo, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Sept.
15.

The event includes trophies sponsored by area
businesses, live DJ and food and will benefit the War-
ren Back Pack Program, providing food for hungry
children in the Largo area.

Preregistration is $10 and the day of the show is
$15.

To register, contact Cheryl Younce @TriCityCruis
ers@yahoo.com or call 698-6772.

Exotic bird fair planned
LARGO – Sun Coast Exotic Bird Fair will be held

Sunday, Aug. 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Minnreg Hall,
6340 126th Ave. N. 

Admission is $4; Children 12 and younger are free.
The event features birds, seeds, toys, cages, live en-

tertainment, great food and more, and a grand prize.
Contact Pedro Avila at 813-361-3735. Email: my

carsound@aol.com or visit www.suncoastexoticbird
fair.com 

Financial empowerment
workshops slated

LARGO – Financial empowerment workshops will
be held by Sarah Evans from Fifth Third Bank and
hosted by Shepherd’s Village.

The workshops will be held July 24, Aug. 14, Aug.
28, 6:30 to 8 p.m., at New Life Solutions, 1910 East
Bay Drive in Largo

For reservations, call Evans at 735-2223 or
sarah.evans@53.com

Oak Ridge Wesleyan Church 
LARGO – Dr. Phillip Gray recently accepted the po-

sition of senior pastor at the Oak Ridge Wesleyan
Church, 11000 110th Ave. N.

For the past 12 years, Gray has served as the sen-
ior pastor at the New River Wesleyan Church in Fort
Lauderdale, during which the church experienced sig-
nificant growth. He also has served as a police chap-
lain with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department. He
has an earned doctorate of ministry degree in Chris-

tian counseling with additional course work in crisis
counseling. 

Gray has served many years as a pastor and coun-
selor, as well as working in administration in postsec-
ondary education. He currently serves as a consultant
and teacher to colleges in Jamaica and Guyana and
promotes mission trips to these countries. 

Gray is married to Carolyn, his high school sweet-
heart, for 38 years. They have three adult children –
Phillip II, Matthew and Carole – and three grandchil-
dren. 

HealthSouth to offer 
Aging Well Series

LARGO – The Aging Well Series will be presented
Friday, Aug. 10, 2 to 3:30 p.m., in classroom C at

HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital, 901 Clearwater-
Largo Road.

The series will include the following components:
• Drive Able and Community Support Information,

with Celisa Bonner, LCSW clinic coordinator at the
Madonna Ptak Center for Alzheimer's and Memory
Loss at Morton Plant Mease

• Community Resources and Position Duties, with
officer Rayshall Poinsette, Largo Police Department
Senior Services Officer

• Alzheimer's Association Florida Gulf Coast Chap-
ter, with Peggy Macaluso, program specialist

• Medication Interactions, with Dr. Vakesh Rajani,
hospitalist at Mease Countryside Hospital

Reservations are required. To RSVP, call 588-1865
by Aug. 1.

Here and thereHere and there
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Guaranteed Lowest Prices On New Tires!

BOB’S
Discount Tire & Auto

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-3pm • Closed Sunday • MV#49820

11907 SEMINOLE BLVD. • LARGO
398-5070

Free
WITH ANY TIRE PURCHASE

TIRE MOUNTING
BALANCING
VALVE STEMS

✓
✓
✓

ALL TYPES OF MECHANICAL
WORK AT DISCOUNT PRICES

BEST PRICES ON
NEW & USED TIRES & UP

MOUNTING & BALANCING
INCLUDED

TIRES$8
& UP

PARTS & LABOR
INCLUDED

BRAKES$44
& UP

FLAT 
REPAIR

$64 WHEEL ROTATION
& BALANCE ... $17.50

MOST CARS

07
12

12
TIRE SALE

ALL
BRANDS

AVAILABLE

SIZES
13”, 14” & 15”

Please don’t be misled by low ball bait and switch prices and 
high pressure sales people coming into your home.

At DOLL BROS. it simply isn’t that way! We have built our trusted reputation 
for over 47 years in the cleaning business. 

Over 10,000 homes cleaned in Pinellas County with an A+ Consumer Rating.

CARPET “DRY” CLEANING

Family Owned & Operated Over 47 Years

A Rating

Better
Business
Bureau

A +
Rating

2011

 SUPER SERVICE
AWARD

www.dollbros.com
062112

FREE Balloon Bundle 

with Cupcake 

Arrangement Purchase

Local Delivery

Pickup and Receive 2 FREE

Cupcake Pineapple Pops!
Sale Starts July 18, 2012

To Order, Call or Visit:

Clearwater 727-239-7788

Pinellas Park 727-526-5161

St. Petersburg 727-864-9894

Palm Harbor 727-787-4100

Largo 727-581-3500

*Offer valid at participating locations. Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes. Offer expires 08/01/12. Cannot be combined with any other
offers. Offer code must be used when placing order. Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in
all areas. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS & Design® and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2012 Edible Arrange-
ments, LLC. All rights reserved. Franchises available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com 71912

Roger’s Liquor On The Rocks

12788 Indian Rocks Rd., Largo • 727-361-5124
Must Bring This Ad To Get Sale Prices. Sale Ends August 15, 2012

SALE SALE SALE SALE

SALE SALE SALE SALE

Cruzan
Dark Rum
1.75L

Seagram’s
Vodka
1.75L

Famous
Grouse Scotch

Seagram’s
Gin 1.75L

Jose Cuervo
Gold Tequila
1.75L

Early Times
Bourbon
Whiskey 1.75L

Foxhorn
Chardonnay
1.5L

Finca Flichman

$1699 $1599 $2999 $1899

$2999 $1799 $699 $499

071912

Cabernet Sauvignon
750ml

1.75L

+ TAX

+ TAX + TAX + TAX + TAX

+ TAX + TAX+ TAX

“PAVING YOUR WAY

TO PARADISE”

“PAVING YOUR WAY

TO PARADISE”

Save Money

Do It Yourself

BRICK PAVERS
&

NATURAL STONE

Limited offer includes:
• 116 sq. ft. of 1” or 23/8” Cobblestone Pavers (any standard color)
• 1 Construction bag of sand
• 1 Gal. of Shoreline’s signature sealer
• 1 Bag of Portland
• Layout Instructions

*Delivery fees extra

$269

EVERYTHING YOU

NEED FOR A 10x10 PATIO!

62112

Showroom:

8998 130th Ave.,

Largo (727) 408-5258

www.shorelinepavers.com
Sales tax & shop supplies not included. May not be used with any other offer. Must present coupon

when order is written. Only at Lokey Infiniti. Some models sightly higher. Expires 7/31/12

FREE Trip Check
for Summer Travel

19740 U.S. 19 N., Clearwater • 727.374.2444
Hours For Express Service: Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday 8am-4pm

Service Features
• FREE Pickup & Delivery for service over $100
• Comes with 12-month /12,000-mile warranty
• Comfortable Customer Lounge
• Se Habla Español
• Take an additional 10% OFF on additional repairs
• We service all makes and models

07
19

12

Mike Cucchiara
Customer Care Manager

• Oil & Filter Change
(Up to 5 quarts standard motor oil,
synthetic oils higher, QX56 add $5)

• Multi Point Inspection
• Battery Diagnostic

Check
• Car Wash and Vacuum

Tire
Rotation

Come In & Meet The “New”
Customer Care Team.

Bruce Brown
Customer Care Rep

Derick Lee
XPress Service

Douglas Urban
Customer Care Rep

Matt Delgado
Customer Care Rep

The Art of Efficiency.

Must present coupon when order is written. Only at Lokey Infiniti.
Some models sightly higher. Expires 7/31/12

All makes and models

50% OFF EVERYDAY

OPEN Monday - Saturday 9am-6pm • Sunday 11am-4pm

Kimberly Home
Thrift Shoppe

All Proceeds

Support The

Kimberly Home

Pregnancy 

Resource Center
ThriftShoppe@KimberlyHome.org

1601 Clearwater-Largo Road
(Cr. of Belleair Rd. Clearwater)

727-587-6900
Donation Pick-Up

727-587-6900

EXTRA 
10% OFF

Your Entire Order
(Purchase of $25 or more)
Not valid with other offers. Expires 8-31-12

50% OFF Daily Specials
MONDAY-All Clothing & Pictures
TUESDAY-All Electrical & Baskets
WEDNESDAY-Housewares, Arts/Crafts
THURSDAY-Collectables & All Clothing
FRIDAY-Books, Music, Videos & Linens
SATURDAY-Toys, Games, Kids Clothing
SUNDAY-Shoes, Handbags & Jewelry

FAST DELIVERY & PICK-UP

At the corner of 
Clearwater-Largo Road

& Belleair Road

A Clean and
Friendly Shoppe

07
19

12

COUPON

Hammock HardwareHammock Hardware
13870 Walsingham Road

727-595-5222
(just east of Indian Rocks Road)

Get Your Summer
Pool Supplies Here!

$$55OOFFFF
Purchase of
$25 or more!

Including
Hardware!Exp. 8-31-12

Monday-Friday
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

071912

THE POST

OFFICE IS
HERE!
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For Advertising
Information on

this Special wrap
call (727)397-5563

347-1600
919 Tyrone Blvd. – St. Petersburg, FL 33710
www.tiftours.com, email@tiftours.com

Licensed FL Seller of Travel #12255 TRAVEL IS FUN TOURS

Call or check our website – daytrips & cruises!

BRANSON HOLIDAY SHOWS
9 DAYS – November 24 to December 2

• 8 Fantastic Shows including Shoji!
• See Branson for the Holidays
• See Chattanooga, Memphis & more

ST. AUGUSTINE – OCEAN BREEZES!
2 DAYS – August 6 & 7, 2012
• Just $149 per person for Double
• Sleep Inn in St. Aug. Beach!!!
• Great Trolley with on/off access!

AMELIA ISLAND/FERNANDINA BEACH
3 DAYS – September 30, 2012

• Just $299 per person for Double
• 2 Nts At delightful Hampton Inn
• See Cumberland Island wild horses!

IMMOKALEE CASINO – LABOR DAY
2 DAYS – September 2 & 3, 2012

• Just $99 per person for Double
• Get $60 plus $10 meal voucher
• Stay at Springhill Suites

071212

Serving Seminole for 35 Years

727-437-0577

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning
• Tune-ups
• Check Engine Light
• Under the Hood
• Under the Auto
• Tires & Brakes
• Heating & Cooling
• Ignition & Electrical

We accept most 
competitors coupons!

OIL & FILTER SPECIAL COMPLIMENTARY
A/C CHECK$1595

Includes 24
Point Safety 
Inspection Freon 

ExtraUP TO 5 QUARTS
OF 5W-30 OIL. 

MOST CARS. EXP. 7-30-12

Jim Hobson
ASE Certified 

Master Mechanic
ASE Advanced 

Engine Performance

Automobiles are what moves us!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6pm • Sat. 7:30-4pm

9660 Seminole Blvd., 
Suite B • Seminole

Next to Pinch-A-Penny & Snyders Transmission

07
16

12

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT ON! BRAKE

NOISE?
FREE

INSPECTION!COMPLIMENTARY
SCAN

71912

TILES • SHINGLES • FLAT ROOFS • FREE ESTIMATES

QUALITY and INTEGRITY

Family Owned and Operated

...the foundation for our business.

Roc or Chris Spadaccino, Owners • “We Personally Supervise All Our Jobs From Start to Finish”

WE CAN LOWER YOUR INSURANCE PREMIUMS • ASK US HOW

Roof Replacements
Must be presented at time of Estimate.

($5,000 Minimum) 

$300
OFF

Licensed & Insured
#RC0067441

#CRC 1330623

ROOFINGROOFINGROOFING
REPAIRED or REPLACED

PREFERRED
CONTRACTOR

CHECK US
OUT ON

No
Subcontractors

Used!

071912

FREE! Upgrade to
Lifetime Warranty!

www.oakhurstcontractors.com

• Rotten Wood Replacement
• Energy Saving Roof Coatings
• Vinyl Fascia & Soffits Installed

Cover your Fascia & Soffits
and never Paint again

• Senior Discount (727) 595-8408(727) 595-8408(727) 595-8408

• Citizens Insurance Roof Inspections
• We also specialize in 
“Window Replacement”

071912
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INDIAN ROCKS SHOPPING CENTER NEXT TO BEALLS OUTLET
(Corner of Walsingham & Indian Rocks)

12046 Indian Rocks Road, Unit 101, Largo, FL 33774
727-595-1222 • www.VONailsAndSpa.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-7pm • Sat. 9:30am-6pm • Sun. 11am-4pm

We Sterilize All Equipment  • Gift Certificates Available
Complimentary Drinks with All Services

FACIALS • SPA THERAPY • WAXING • NAILS AND MORE

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8-31-12

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8-31-12

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8-31-12

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8-31-12

Pink & White, Full Set
or Seashell Set

Spa Pedicure
& Manicure Sweet Pedicure

Facial
$500 OFF

$2695 $300 OFF

20% OFF
FREE

Chamber
Paraffin Wax

w/DELUXE
PEDICURE

We Offer
Shellac 

For Natural
Nails

PROFESSIONAL NAIL CARE FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

All Services
for New Clients

Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 8-31-12

20%
OFF

Buy Direct From The Factory And Save
Call Today for a FREE Estimate

727-738-0081
www.atlanticvinylwindows.com

SHOWROOM: 2900 East Bay Dr. Largo, FL 33771
Manufacturing Facility: 1367 Martin Luther King Ave. (formerly Highland Ave.) Dunedin, FL 34698 • Lic# C10500 - C-9547

Aluminum Hurricane Protection Shutters
Roll-up • Accordion • Aluminum or Clear
Removable Panels • Colonial • Bahama

Financing Available

HurricaneHurricane
ShuttersShutters

Hurricane
ShuttersHigh Impact Windows

$399
windows up to 36” x 36”

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer Exp. 8/31/12

as
low as 

per
window

7
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COPY - FAX - SCAN - SURF THE WEB

1720 N. Missouri Ave.,  
Largo

(Missouri Mart Plaza)

Open 7 Days
Mon.-Sat. 10am-11pm

Sun. Noon to close

• Register for a Trip for 2 to Biloxi

• Weekly Tournaments

• Giftcard Drawings & Much More

• Complimentary Snacks and Beverages

• Early Bird Specials

Jasper St.

Auburn St.

Missouri 
Mart Plaza

Wyatt St.

Mi
ss

ou
ri 

Av
e.
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PLAY
SWEEPSTAKE GAMES

Now with .08 & .10
Spins and Community

Chest

071912
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