
By Mike Griffith
Beacon Correspondent

In a meeting held Jan. 22,
the Valparaiso City
Commission approved a land
use and zoning change from
residential to commercial for a
lot on Okaloosa Avenue. 

The commission also gave
final approval to a new date for
the city’s postponed municipal
election, and approved a plan to
commit $125,000 to improve-
ments in the city’s sewer sys-
tem, in hopes of obtaining a
state grant of $700,000 to help

fund the improvements.
The zoning and land-use

change approved changes the
zoning at 306 Okaloosa Ave.
from R1A (residential) to C1
(commercial). The change was
requested by the Tom Thumb
store located along John Sims
Parkway near Okaloosa
Avenue. The store owner plans
to add a deli to the current gas
station and convenience store,
and to build an expanded park-
ing lot on the adjacent property
at 306 Okaloosa Ave., which it 

By Angela Yuriko Smith
Beacon Staff Writer

Lightning struck a barn in
Holt early Jan. 19, causing a
smoldering fire that suffocated
nine horses before destroying the
structure, according to Cynthia
Bowers, whose daughter Maggie,
13, lost her horse in the fire. 

“It was pretty devastating,”
said Cynthia Bowers, of
Bluewater Bay. “All the horses
[in the barn] were killed. The
youngest was about 3 days old.”

Maggie has been competing in
equestrian events for five years
and is the youngest competitor at
Reichert Performance Horses, the
stable that boarded the competi-
tion horses.  Maggie had received
the horse, Elvis, a quarter horse,
in November.

“I started riding because a
couple of my friends were,” said
Maggie.  “My first horse was
named Sox.”

The stable is owned by Angie
Reichert,
who trains
horses and
riders for
competition.

“We had
a horrible
tragedy,"
stated
Reichert. "A
thunder-
storm hit,
and my
show barn took a lightning strike
(at) the middle top rafter and the
barn burned to the ground.”

Maggie herself is learning to

cope with her loss.  A funeral for
her horse was held Saturday.  At
that time, neither she nor any of
the other horse owners had ridden
since the tragedy.  On Sunday,
when she did get back on a horse,
it was an emotional event.

“She rode for 10 to 15 min-
utes, and she cried," said
Maggie's mother  "It was a thera-
py ride.  It was the first ride for
anyone in the barn.”

While the death of her horse
has distressed Maggie, it hasn’t
upset her plans to continue com-
peting.  An eighth grader at
Ruckel Middle School, she
intends to attend Georgia State
University on an equestrian
scholarship.  

“I still love horses,” said
Maggie.
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Fri., 7 p.m.

The All County
Bands, musicians from
various local high
school and middle
school bands, will per-
form in a free concert
at the Mainstage
Theater, Mattie Kelly
Arts Center, Niceville.

Sat., 7:30 a.m.

There will be a bird
walk at the Okaloosa
County Landfill and
Fort Walton spray
fields.  Meet at Coach
and Four Restaurant,
1313 Lewis Turner
Blvd., Fort Walton
Beach.  305-359-5334.

Sat., 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

An “Archeology for
Kids” event will be at
the Biophilia Center,
Freeport.  835-1824.

Tues., 7-9 p.m.

David Ott, interna-
tionally recognized
composer and con-
ductor, will present his
program, “Mostly
Mozart” as part of the
free “Better Listening”
series held at the
Unitarian Church
Fellowship Hall, 1295
Bayshore Drive,
Valparaiso. 

Calendar, B-3

COMINGUP

Beacon photos by Angela Yuriko Smith

Many hugs were handed out along with receipts over the week-
end as customers and employees of the Food Depot, Niceville,
came to grips with the sudden news that the supermarket was
going out of business.  Above, cashier Brittany Henry, right,
says good-bye to a teary customer.  Meantime, merchandise
was readied for transfer to other stores.

Food Depot,
once Kelleyʼs,
shuts due to
ʻa business 
decisionʼ

After 33 years, a supermarket closes

Mourning a friend’s loss
Niceville girlʼs horse dies in barn fire

By Angela Yuriko Smith
Beacon Staff Writer

The usually satisfied cus-
tomers were not happy Friday
night in the Food Depot super-
market, at John Sims Parkway
and Palm Boulevard, Niceville,
when they learned that the
store would close its doors for
the last time on Sunday, Jan.
26.

It was the second supermar-
ket to be shuttered in Niceville
in six months.

The news came as a shock
to the 25 employees of the
store as well.  The merchandise
at market in Palm Plaza is
being divided among other
stores owned by the parent
company, Barnes
Supermarkets, Pensacola, one
of which is situated in
Freeport.

“I’m so upset,” said Sabrina
Booker, a regular customer. “I
live right across the street and
come here all the time.  I’m
more worried about them," she
said, referring to the employ-
ees.

Maggie Bowers on
her quarter horse
Elvis early this
month.  The animal
was among nine
horses which died
in a barn fire in Holt
Jan. 19.
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Valp. gives final OK for
Tom Thumb expansion

Snow days
A winter storm warning
caused schools to close for a
rare set of snow days
Tuesday and Wednesday, but
not everyone got an unex-
pected holiday.  School
resource officers like Deputy
Sheriff Clara Thomas, pic-
tured Monday at Plew
Elementary School, Niceville,
will take to the roadways to
help with traffic during the
severe weather.  Okaloosa
and Walton county schools
and Rocky Bayou Christian
School were closed Tuesday
and were scheduled to be
closed Wednesday.
Northwest Florida State
College was closed Tuesday,
with a decision about
Wednesday yet to be made at
press time.     

Beacon photo by Angela Yuriko Smith

Beacon photo

The Tom Thumb store in Valparaiso was given permission to
add parking on an adjacent residential lot, allowing an expan-
sion of the business.

Maggie Bowers
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THE INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER —by Mike Griffith

“Broncos, because
Peyton Manning is

one of the best
quarterbacks to

ever play the game.

Sharon Harris, 67,
Choctaw Beach,

caregiver

“Whoever wins. Iʼm
not a big fan of

football.”

Candice Bellino, 29, 
Eglin Air Force Base,

Café Liquid owner

Jeremy Palmitier, 32, 
St. Helena, California,

flight medic

Will you root for the Denver Broncos or Seattle Seahawks in this yearʼs Super Bowl?

Mike Hudson, 36,
Niceville, 

business owner

Location: Café Liquid

“The Seattle
Seahawks, but Iʼm

not really that
interested in
football, so I

flipped a coin.”
Kevin Hopkins, 40,

Freeport, 
software engineer

“Denver. They have all
kinds of snow out

there, and theyʼll be
playing in snow.”

“Broncos. Iʼm from
Denver.”

“Seahawks,
because Iʼm from

Seattle.”

Annalyse Hambleton, 17,
Crestview, 

Niceville High School student

Make any game day
a little bit sweeter.

To order, please call or visit:
850-226-4111
EdibleArrangements.com
Mariner Plaza
230 Eglin Parkway N.E.
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547

Edible
®

ARRANGEMENTS

The Touchdown Delight™ with Dipped Apples is filled
with a fresh fruit assortment all arranged in a keepsake
football-shaped container. Call and order one today for
your football fan or game day party.

$500
When you mention this ad. Offer valid
on select products. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Offer code
must be used when placing the order.
Code: bayb0214. Exp: 02/28/14

PICK-UP OR
DELIVERYOFF

Steven G. Robinette D.D.S.
Practicing in NW Florida with

more than 22 years of experience.

4566 Hwy 20 East Suite 108 • Niceville  |  Located in Courtyard Plaza Bluewater Bay

www.gulfcoastdental.net

“Serving the Emerald Coast for over 22 years!”

Introducing LASER Periodontal TherapyTM for treating gum Disease

FDA Approved

To us, dentistry is a science and an art that can create a beautiful
smile and restore your health. We provide gentle, quality, cosmetic

dentistry and oral health care in a friendly and comfortable settting!

CROWNS • DENTURES • DENTAL IMPLANTS
EXTRACTIONS • ROOT CANALS • TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

Smile with
Confidence

again!

GGUULLFF  CCOOAASSTT  DDEENNTTAALL,,  LLLLCC
STEVEN G. ROBINETTE D.D.S.

University of Tennessee Dental

3 New patients welcome
3 Assistance with all insurance
3 Intra-oral camera (see your mouth the way we can)
3 Preventative dentistry
3 Latest technology in laser and air abrasion
3 Cosmetic dentistry
3 Full service dentistry
3 Emergency service available
3 Highest quality
3 Sterilization Procedures
3 Oral Sedation Available

(850) 897-9600

ZOOM2!
Professional Whitening System

Like us on
FACEBOOK

Mid-Bay Plaza
Bluewater Bay897-4466

Trusted Practice on the Emerald Coast#1

Specializing in Skin Cancer Excision & Repair
Moh’s Micrographic Surgery
General & Pediatric Dermatology Evaluations
Sun Damaged Skin Rejuvenation

DR. SCOTT BEALS
Board Certified

American Board of Dermatology
4566 Hwy. 20 East, Suite 101
Niceville  •  850.897.7546

Prepare yourself.

Winter is the
perfect time
to take care of
sun-damaged
skin.

What should we ask next week? Email your suggested question to: info@baybeacon.com  - Include "Suggested IP question" in the "subject" field.



By Dani Tavano
Beacon Correspondent

The North Bay Fire
Commission has expanded its
mutual aid agreement.

In a meeting Jan. 14, the com-
mission also discussed changes to
district policies and reviewed the
fire chief’s annual report.

The meeting was called to
order by Chairman Jim Boswell
at 7 p.m. in the firehouse on
White Point Road,  just as the sta-
tion received a mutual aid dis-
patch regarding a fire in Destin. A
loud buzzer sounded, and the fire-
men who were sitting in on the
meeting rushed to suit up as the
dispatch was read. Within two
minutes, they had left the station,
sirens blaring and lights flashing. 

The board checked the
Statement of Assets, Liability,
and Capital, as well as the
Statement of Revenue and
Operating Expenses for
December 2013. 

The Check Detail was briefly
discussed for clarification, as
Treasurer David Scholl had a
question regarding a payment that
was made to Verizon Wireless.
Fire Chief Joe Miller explained
that the payment was for comput-
er tablets that the district had
recently purchased from the cel-
lular carrier. 

The tablets help the depart-
ment monitor which engines from
which fire districts are going
where, in real time, through GPS
tracking. They also facilitate
faster and more accurate commu-
nication between the different fire
districts in the region, thus allow-
ing for swift and coordinated
response to mutual aid calls.

The Deposit Detail and
Reconciliation Summary were
then reviewed, after which
Boswell motioned to approve the
Financial Report for December.
Lee Wetzel seconded the motion,
and it was approved unanimously.

Miller then read his Fire
Chief’s Annual Report, reviewing
the details of activities for 2013. 

There were no fire-related
deaths in the district in the year,
and North Bay will again file for
the “Operation Life Safety
Award,” which it has received
from 2000-12 for having no fire-
related deaths in these years. 

Miller also reported that sever-
al personnel are working towards
college degrees and job-related
certification courses. “With seven
paramedics covering the three
shifts, the Advanced Life Support
program for the North Bay Fire
Control District continues to
excel, providing advanced med-
ical care to the citizens and visi-
tors of our area,” Miller said.

Moving on to new business,
Miller suggested changes to the
financial statement as it is usually
presented to the board. He voiced
his opinion that it is a waste of
paper to make so many copies of
the full financial report, when it
could just as easily be emailed to
the commissioners, and a specific
page printed for consideration
should any of them find fault with
it. 

Miller said that the most
important part is the check record,
and they could print just that part
to save paper. He noted that the
district’s financial report is public
record, and if a member of the
public inquires about it, a copy
can be printed.  

The board of commissioners
agreed, and Boswell stated that a
formal motion need not be made,
and that they would present the
report in a condensed form from
now on at the board’s monthly
meetings.

Next, North Bay Fire Control
District Resolution 91-3 was
reviewed, a document which out-
lines penalties and protocol for
multiple false alarms at a resi-
dence that result in wasting of the

fire district’s precious time, man-
power, and resources. 

Basically, if a property owner
is negligent regarding the mainte-
nance or proper use of fire alarms
on their premises, and the station
receives multiple false alarms
within a specific time frame, that
property owner is subject to a fine
or time in jail, or deactivation of
said alarm. 

The penalty is more severe if it
is evident that the property owner
has taken no action to resolve the
issue, whether it be a mechanical
malfunction with the device, chil-
dren of tenants who pull the alarm
as a prank, etc. The burden of
proof then lies on the property
owner to show that they have
taken measures to prevent the
false alarms. Boswell made a
motion to approve the resolution,
which was seconded, and
approved by the board.

The revised Agreement for
Automatic Mutual Aid Between
Area Fire Departments and
Department of Public Safety was
then reviewed. The new agree-
ment now includes all the fire dis-
tricts in Okaloosa County to be
joined together in mutual aid, plus
South Walton, Holley-Navarre,
and Walton County Fire Control
Districts. Treasurer Steven Strait
made a motion to accept the doc-
ument as presented, which was

seconded by Chairman Boswell,
and approved.

The Interlocal Agreement of
the Advanced Life Support Fire
Engine Partnership Program was
then reviewed, discussing proce-
dures for emergency medical
transport agreed upon between
the Okaloosa County Board of
Commissioners and the North
Bay Fire Control District. Jim
Boswell motioned to approve the
document, which was seconded
and carried.

Construction projects under-
way were then reviewed by the
Fire Marshall, Lloyd Losinger,
whose responsibility it is to mon-
itor these projects for their adher-
ence to statutes and protocols
regarding fire safety.

Boswell and Miller then dis-
cussed plans to enlist mutual aid
from Walton County and East
Niceville Fire Control Districts in
the event of any accidents caused
by the new Mid-Bay connector.
They cited that the shift from four
lanes to two lanes and back again
would very probably confuse
motorists, especially those from
out of town, and those not paying
attention to the road signs. They
noted that there are no lights and
no fire hydrants on the connector,
and that the North Bay District
would be at the ready in case any
incidents arise in that area.

“It was just a business deci-
sion,” said Barnes executive
Rob Lewis on Monday.  “Ever
since we’ve been in Niceville
it's only been big enough for
three grocery stores.  We’re the
low man on the totem pole.  We
outlasted Food World, but with
Publix going in, we just
couldn’t hang on.”

T h e
other area
stores are:
W i n n -
D i x i e ,
which has
o p e r a t e d
for 21
years in
Bluewater
B a y ;
Wa l m a r t ,
w h i c h
opened three years ago in
Niceville; and Publix, which is
nearing completion of a store in
Niceville that city officials have
said will open in February.
Another market,  Food World,
in Oak Creek Plaza, Niceville,
closed in 2013 after its parent
company filed for protection
from creditors under U.S. bank-
ruptcy law.

Lewis said Barnes is keep-

ing as many employees as pos-
sible, with “five to six going to
Freeport and a couple going
over to the Pensacola store.”  

A grocery store had operated
at the Food Depot location in
Palm Plaza for over three
decades, opening in 1980 as
Kelley’s IGA, named after the
Kelley family of Fort Walton
Beach, which owned and oper-
ated the business.  

The store changed its name
to Kelley’s SuperValu in 1994.
The Niceville store became the
flagship of the Kelley  opera-
tions until it was sold to Barnes
in 2008.  Many Niceville resi-
dents continued to refer to the
store as “Kelley’s.”

As far as what will be going
into the vacated space, plans
are uncertain.  While the mer-
chandise was being sent to the
other Barnes stores, the fixtures
will remain at the Niceville
location, according to Lewis,
until a buyer can be found for
them.

The owner of Palm Plaza,
Ruckel Properties Inc., issued
the following statement
Monday through its rental man-
ager, Dora Cawood: "The diffi-
cult economic times of the
recent past hurt many business-
es in our area, and some were
unable to weather those tough
times. However, recent closures

enable Ruckel Properties to
continue to revitalize Palm
Plaza by upgrading and reno-
vating spaces to accommodate

new tenants. We feel sure that
these improvements will
enhance the Palm Plaza family
of businesses."
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The Finest in EYE CARE Right Here in Niceville

LEE MULLIS, MD
• Over 25 Years Experience

• National Leader in Painless 
No-Stitch Cataract Surgery
• A Kind and Friendly Way

Darren Payne, MD
Board Certified 

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Lee Mullis, MD

The Friendly & Caring Staff

DARREN PAYNE, MD
• Full-Time Medical Director

of Niceville Office 
• 15 Years Experience
•  A Friendly and Caring 

Personality

MULLIS EYE INSTITUTE • Call for an appointment

We Specialize in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye
Conditions Associated with Aging, including:

• CATARACTS                   
• DROOPY EYE LIDS

115 Bailey Dr., Niceville  •  (850) 678-5338
930 N. Ferdon Blvd., Crestview  •  (850) 682-5338

• GLAUCOMA 
• RETINA PROBLEMS

Medicare
Assignment Accepted

-In memory of-

Call or visit us

POWELL AGENCY, INC.
Complete Insurance Service

110 N. Partin Drive • Niceville • 678-2514 Polly’s Concrete ProductsPolly’s Concrete Products
www.pollysconcrete.com

Before After

$50.00 OFF
Formed & Poured

Driveway

$100.00OFF
Cobblestone Paver

Driveway

READY TO ENHANCE YOUR
CURB APPEAL?

Upgrade your old existing driveway
with Stylish Cobblestone Pavers or

we can remove and repour your driveway.

Call today for a free estimate 897-3314

Low rates are just 
around the corner.

 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims
 Coverage available by phone

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all 

states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO 

Indemnity Company. Homeowners, renters and boat coverages are written through 

non-affi liated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO Insurance 

Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 

Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO 

Gecko image © 1999-2013.                                                                               © 2013 GEICO

850-863-4187

850‐678‐1593  |  Open: Mon.‐Sat. 9‐6
Oak Creek Shopping Center, Niceville

www.bayoubookcompany.com

Since 1986

These easy to use
scented firestarters are
the fastest and safest
way to build a fire in
your fireplace, wood
stove or campifre.
Each pack contains
10 long burning
scented firestarter pods.
Each pod burns up to
30 minutes providing
plenty of  time to
safely build your fire.

BACK IN STOCK!!

Fire & Spice
Firestarters

CLOSES
From page A-1

Fire call punctuates meeting
North Bay commission 
of issues in session

Beacon photo by Dani Tavano

The North Bay Fire Commission discusses changes to the
mutual aid agreement, which now encompasses all fire depart-
ments in Okaloosa and Walton counties, as well as the Holley
Navarre Fire Control District.

Sabrina Booker



Arrests
On Jan. 15, Niceville police

arrested Tiffany Kaye Simmons,
31, unemployed, of 400 Kazmira
Court, Niceville, for one count of
retail theft, on a warrant stemming
from an incident on Nov. 5, 2013.
Simmons had entered Laura’s Pet
and Horse Supply in Niceville and
removed a bottle of hamster vita-
mins, valued at $5.99, which she
concealed in her skirt and left the
store with no attempt to pay for the
merchandise. Police obtained a
sworn affidavit of complaint from
the store manager, and also
obtained a written letter of apolo-
gy and a written Police
Department statement from the
defendant, stating she removed the
merchandise from the store, and
that her reason for doing so was to
medicate her family’s new pet

hamster, but she did not have the
money to purchase the vitamins.

* * *
On Jan. 16 an Okaloosa

County deputy sheriff arrested
Kurt Wade Barrentine, 26, unem-
ployed, of 1723 18th St.,
Niceville, for larceny. Deputies
had received a report from a
Niceville resident that Barrentine
was staying at her residence, and
that she noticed that Barrentine
had been going out late at night
and returning in the morning
hours with suspicious items and
hiding them. These items included
an outboard motor, welding equip-
ment, and kayaks.

On Jan. 16, a deputy met with
Barrentine outside the residence,
where Barrentine declined the
deputy’s request to go inside the
residence.  Barrentine stated that
there were no stolen items inside,

but admitted that there was
“drug.” 

He was then detained, and
requested to go inside the resi-
dence to retrieve his shoes.
Deputies escorted him inside, and
as a routine officer safety meas-
ure, conducted a protective sweep
for persons inside the house. At
that time, a deputy noticed a 15

hp outboard engine in the bath-
room. Barrentine admitted to
stealing the motor. Upon further
investigation, he admitted to steal-
ing welding equipment from a
nearby residence and hiding the
equipment under the decking on
the side of the house. The owner
said the welding equipment was
valued at approximately $400.

Bear sighting
On Jan. 15, Niceville police

received a report that someone had
seen a black bear near an address
on Crystal Lake Lane. The report
was passed on to the Valparaiso
Police Department due to the inci-
dent being in that city.

Other reports
On Jan. 7, Okaloosa deputies

responded to a report of a vehicle
theft that had occurred at an
address on Napa Way in Niceville.

The stolen vehicle was later recov-
ered in a wooded area in Walton
County.

* * *
On Jan. 10, Okaloosa deputies

responded to a report of burglary
and grand theft at an address on
Oak Shores Drive, Niceville.

* * *
On Jan. 14, Okaloosa deputies

responded to an address in
Niceville in reference to a theft
that had already occurred. 

* * *
On Jan. 14, Okaloosa deputies

responded to a report of grand
theft at an address on Putter Drive
in Bluewater Bay. A resident there
reported his golf clubs and other
golf equipment had been taken
from his garage. The victim said
his garage was closed all during
the previous night and was closed
most of the morning on Jan. 14.
He estimated the total value of the
missing equipment at $3,195.

* * *
On Jan. 14, a Bluewater Bay

resident entered the sheriff’s sub-
station in Bluewater Bay to report
that his golf clubs had been stolen
from his carport.

* * *
On Jan. 14 Niceville police

responded to an address on the
Echo Creek Cove, where the com-
plainant advised she had just got-
ten home from work and found
her back French doors broken.
Further investigation indicated
that someone had thrown an anvil
at the glass door, breaking it, but
not creating enough of an opening
to enter or reach through. Nothing
was taken from the home.

* * *
On Jan. 15, Niceville police

responded to a report that two
vehicles had sped into the parking
lot of the Waffle House on John
Sims Parkway, where a couple
jumped out and had a screaming
match while running down a near-
by alley. Police separated the cou-
ple and determined that the alter-
cation had been verbal rather than
physical.

Police Blotter
The following accounts of the activities of police are according 

to records of the Niceville and Valparaiso police departments, the Okaloosa
County and Walton County sheriffʼs offices, other law-enforcement agencies,

and the Okaloosa County and Walton County jails.

Fire Department Reports

The Niceville Fire Department responded to the following calls 
from Jan. 17, 2014 through Jan.26, 2014.
0 Structure Fire 21 Emergency Medical Calls
0 Vehicle Fire 2   Vehicle Crash 
1 Other Fire 0   Vehicle Crash with Extrication
0 Illegal Burn 15 Other Emergency Calls
0 False Alarms 0   Hazardous Conditions

STREET SITUATION DATE TIME
E. John Sims Pkwy...........................Medical ..............................1/17/14 .......................13:55
Government Ave...............................Smoke scare.....................1/17/14 .......................15:44
Bayshore Dr./Finck Rd. ....................Cancelled ..........................1/18/14 .......................01:24
Allen St..............................................Vehicle crash.....................1/18/14 .......................01:31
Campbell Dr. .....................................Cancelled ..........................1/18/14 .......................18:13
Pin Oak Cir........................................Cancelled ..........................1/18/14 .......................21:24
Bayshore Dr. .....................................Medical ..............................1/18/14 .......................22:18
Als Dr.................................................Medical ..............................1/19/14 .......................08:08
Deer St. .............................................Cancelled ..........................1/19/14 .......................18:39
Roberts St. ........................................Cancelled ..........................1/19/14 .......................19:37
W. John Sims Pkwy..........................Service call........................1/20/14 .......................06:13
Cadillac Ave. .....................................Medical ..............................01/20/14 .....................12:26
S.R. 85 N. .........................................Good intent........................1/20/14 .......................17:50
Bally Way ..........................................Medical ..............................1/20/14 .......................20:33
W. John Sims Pkwy..........................Cancelled ..........................1/20/14 .......................23:01
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Medical ..............................1/21/14 .......................01:01
S.R. 85 N. .........................................Vehicle crash.....................1/21/14 .......................14:08
Nathey Ave........................................Cancelled ..........................1/21/14 .......................18:15
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Cancelled ..........................1/22/14 .......................00:26
Bayshore Dr. .....................................Medical ..............................1/22/14 .......................09:28
Mulry Dr.............................................Alarm activation ................1/22/14 .......................10:05
Maple Ave. ........................................Cancelled ..........................1/23/14 .......................04:55
Cherrywood Ct..................................Medical ..............................1/23/14 .......................16:29
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Kitchen fire ........................1/23/14 .......................19:26
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Medical ..............................1/23/14 .......................20:42
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Medical ..............................1/24/14 .......................06:42
E. John Sims Pkwy...........................Medical ..............................1/24/14 .......................10:54
Bayshore Dr. .....................................Service call........................1/24/14 .......................13:53
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Medical ..............................1/24/14 .......................16:04
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Medical ..............................1/24/14 .......................17:26
23rd St...............................................Medical ..............................1/24/14 .......................19:20
Chimney Rock ..................................Medical ..............................1/25/14 .......................07:42
Everglade..........................................Medical ..............................1/25/14 .......................09:09
E. John Sims Pkwy...........................Medical ..............................1/25/14 .......................09:32
29th St...............................................Service call........................1/25/14 .......................19:50
Redman Ct........................................Medical ..............................1/25/14 .......................23:26
29th St...............................................Medical ..............................1/26/14 .......................08:22
E. John Sims Pkwy...........................Medical ..............................1/26/14 .......................16:31
N. Partin Dr. ......................................Medical ..............................1/26/14 .......................19:19

Weekly Safety Tip:  Install smoke detectors on every level of the home in rooms, stairs,
landings and passageways.  Test smoke detectors at least once a month and change bat-
teries twice a year. Like the Niceville Fire Department on Facebook   

Niceville
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Niceville
INSURANCE AGENCY

(850) 729-2131
www.nicevilleinsurance.com

THE BEACON’S
AT YOUR SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Actually
Licensed & Insured

678-9339

Donʼt be fooled by
False Ads...

Demand Proof of 
Comp & Liability!

Bayou
Tree Service

COMPUTER SERVICES

S.O.S.
COMPUTER

REPAIR

PRESSURE WASHING

(850) 699-7866

Houses
Drive-ways
Fencing

Dock
RVs
Decks

“No Job Too Small”

Licensed & Insured

E&D
Pressure
Washing

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

q4

TUTORING

PAINTING

Where quality makes the grade!

• Interior & Exterior
• Popcorn Removal
• Textured Ceilings
• Pressure Washing
• Licensed & Insured

A+ Professional

APlusProfessionalPaintingInc.com

Call today for a
FREE ESTIMATE!
(850) 225-0981

Locally owned
& operated

A+ Rating on
ANGIE'S LIST

Painting

HOME REPAIR

•Vinyl Siding, 
Soffit, & Fascia

•Screen Rooms
& Patio Covers

•Replace Rotten 
Wood & Screens

Lic# RX0066839585-9511

PRESSURE WASHING

5%
DISCOUNT
for Military,

Senior, & First
Responders

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
CONCRETE WALKWAYS • DRIVE THROUGHS

RELIABLE SERVICE

All Pro Powerwashing
Amazing Results, Every Time
(850) 897-5883

app1@ymail.com
www.allpropowerwashing.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Safe roof black streak removal
• Low-pressure roof cleaning
• Low-pressure house cleaning
• Paver Sealing
• Best service around • Lic & Ins.

CLEANING SERVICE

850-461-8263

-Business/Residential
-Specializing in general  

all over cleaning
-One-time cleaning

for the holidays
-Professional
-Reliable
-Privacy is

priority

KLEAN
Quarters

FREE
estimates
Lic. & Ins.

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Spectru
m Painting

Spectru
m PaintingJJoo hhnn   FFrr ee yy

Commercial
Residential

FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
“Residing right here with you in Bluewater Bay”

897-0700 • Fax: 850-897-2626

Interior / Exterior Design
30 Years Work Experience

13 Years in Niceville & BWB

On Angieʼs List

KENNY
WILSON

PAINTING
35 Yrs. Experience

Quality Work &
Clean Up A Standard

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

368-2710
651-3329

PAINTING

Senior and
Military

DISCOUNT

PAINTING & PRESSURE CLEANING

Residential Interior
& Exterior Painting

32 Years Experience
Senior & Military Discounts

References Available

Preferred Contractor
on Angieʼs List

FREE ESTIMATES

Russell’s Painting
& Pressure Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN
PRESSURE WASHING

897-5632

Licensed & Insured

HOME REPAIR

Bart's
Home Repair

& Maintenance
• Lawn Sprinkler Repair
• Sheet Rock/Painting
• Toilet Repair
• Hose, Bib, Leak Repair
• Caulking windows & doors
• Thermal hot & cold air check
• Free Estimates
No job too small or large

(850) 830-3279
Lic. •  References Available • Ins.

25
Years

IRRIGATION

CALL KENT BENNETT 
(850) 685-3507

Servicing Okaloosa County

specializing in
IRRIGATION
PUMP REPAIR

KBES

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
IRRIGATION PUMP?
I can show you how
to keep it from
freezing during the
winter months as
well as repair it.

Advertise your
business in this

size space for only
$20.95 per week.

(Minimum 8 weeks.)
CALL 

US
at 678-1080

Ad design & layout 
no extra charge.

ADVERTISE HERE!CAMP TIMPOOCHEE
PART-TIME STAFF

Timpoochee seeks
part-time workers for
Maintenance/Grounds/
Janitorial staff.  $8/hr.
Flexible seasonal
hours.  Call Jennifer at
850-897-2224 or email
timpoochee4-h@ufl.edu
for applications.

NEWSPAPER
DELIVERY

Earn extra cash of $45
to $140 or more each
week in your spare
time! The Bay Beacon
seeks a reliable
independent contractor
to insert, bag, and
deliver newspapers
Tuesday night.  You
must be over 21 and
have a reliable vehicle,
a good driving record,
a Florida driver ʼs
license, and proof of
current l iabil i ty
insurance.  No
collecting duties.
Earnings vary
according to route and
work load.  Stop by the
Bay Beacon for an
information sheet and
to fill out an application.
The Beacon 1181 E.
John Sims Parkway,
Niceville  •  678-1080
(Parkway East
Shopping Center
across from PoFolks)

See news happening?
Call the Beacon at 850-
678-1080.

CAMP TIMPOOCHEE
PART-TIME WORK!

Timpoochee seeks
part-time workers for
Kitchen Staff. NO
EXPERIENCE NECES-
SARY. $8/hr. Flexible
scheduling. Summer
work available! Call
850-897-2224 or email
timpoochee4-h@ufl.edu
for applications.

FSBO. 1.2 acre
wooded, waterfront lot.
Lakeview Estates,
Wedgewood Lane,
Crestview, FL. $65K
OBO 850-880-6470

Lots for Sale

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Opportunities

CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only 
$20.95 per week, advertising in
At Your Service is easy AND
affordable! Call us at 678-1080 

or stop by the office at 
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of

this incredible bargain!

ADVERTISE HERE!

AT YOUR SERVICE
advertising makes sense!

With prices starting at only 
$20.95 per week, advertising in
At Your Service is easy AND
affordable! Call us at 678-1080 

or stop by the office at 
1181 E. John Sims Pkwy., 

Niceville, FL 32578
to take advantage of

this incredible bargain!

1484 Hickory St.
Niceville

WISE AVE.
Niceville 
Offices
500SF-
1,000SF

Warehouses
1,000SF-
6,000SF

PRIME
WAREHOUSE

OR OFFICE
SPACE

AVAILABLE

For more
information call

897-6464

Carriage Hills Realty, Inc.
Where Buyers & Sellers Meet!

1821 John Sims Parkway
Niceville, FL 32578
Call (850) 678-5178

www.CarriageHills.com
Realtor@CarriageHills.com

Capture the
Eglin and Hurlburt

markets in the
base newspapers!

The
cost-effective
way to reach

your customers
on Eglin Air

Force Base and
Hurlburt Field!

North Bay
The North B9y Fire Department responded to the following 
calls from Jan.17, 2014 through January 26, 2014.

STREET SITUATION DATE TIME
E. Hwy. 20 .................................False alarm................................1/17/14 ......................06:42
Pine St. ......................................Medical ......................................1/17/14 ......................07:34
Government Ave. ......................Dispatched & cancelled............1/17/14 ......................15:45
Woodlands/Southwind..............Dispatched & cancelled............1/18/14 ......................00:25
Calinda Ln. ................................Grass fire ...................................1/19/14 ......................18:58
Merchants Way .........................Medical ......................................1/19/14 ......................20:38
N. White Point Rd. ....................Dispatched & cancelled............1/19/14 ......................21:57
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical ......................................1/20/14 ......................08:07
Jamaica Way.............................Public assist...............................1/20/14 ......................19:21
Whitewood Way........................Medical ......................................1/21/14 ......................08:51
Merchants Way .........................Medical ......................................1/21/14 ......................11:37
Hwy. 20 East .............................Medical ......................................1/21/14 ......................15:37
Bay Dr........................................Medical ......................................1/22/14 ......................02:57
Oaklake Ln. ...............................Medical ......................................1/22/14 ......................05:04
Hwy. 20......................................Medical ......................................1/22/14 ......................09:22
White Point Rd. .........................Medical ......................................1/22/14 ......................11:08
Olde Post Rd.............................Medical ......................................1/22/14 ......................13:48
Windward Cir.............................Medical ......................................1/23/14 ......................08:07
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical assist............................1/23/14 ......................08:35
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical ......................................1/23/14 ......................10:46
Olde Post Rd.............................Dispatched & cancelled............1/23/14 ......................15:56
N. Partin Dr................................Dispatched & cancelled............1/13/14 ......................19:30
Oakmont Pl................................Medical ......................................1/25/14 ......................02:57
N. White Point Rd. ....................Medical ......................................1/25/14 ......................03:40
The Croissings ..........................Electrical wiring .........................1/25/14 ......................18:10
Range /Bluewater .....................Dispatched & cancelled............1/26/14 ......................20:20
N. White Point Rd. ....................EMS rescue...............................1/26/14 ......................21:04
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First  Baptis t  Church 
of Valparaiso

ENGAGING GOD,
CONNECTING WITH OTHERS,

SERVING ALL

444 Valparaiso Pkwy.
850-678-4822

www.fbcvalparaiso.org

Sundays
Bible Study • 9:30am
Celebration Service • 11:00am
Discipleship • 5:00pm

Wednesdays
Adults, Youth, & Children • 6:00pm

678-1298 • WWW.STPAULNICEVILLE.COM
1407 E. JOHN SIMS PKWY., NICEVILLE

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:30 a.m. Liturgical
10:30 a.m. Praise
Nursery Care Provided

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
9:30 a.m., Ages 3-Adults

ST. PAUL PRESCHOOL
Limited openings
VPK Provider 

is acquiring from Ruckel
Properties.

During discussion of the pro-
posed zoning and land-use
change, City Commissioner Joe
Morgan initially expressed con-
cern that once the property is
rezoned, it might not always be
used as a parking lot, but might,
in the future, be used for some
other commercial purpose
which could be less compatible
with the adjacent residential
neighborhood. He asked
whether Tom Thumb would be
willing to agree to a restriction
on its future use of the property.

Attorney Jeff McInnis, repre-
senting Tom Thumb, said that
his client “is not prepared to
waive any rights in the future,”
but does not currently anticipate
using the property for anything
other than a parking lot.

Mayor Bruce Arnold said
that he did not think the city
should “hold Tom Thumb
hostage” to hypothetical future
changes in land use.

After some further discus-
sion, the commission voted 3-1
in favor of the change to the
land use and zoning, Morgan
dissenting. Commissioner
Diane Kelley was absent.

In other business, commis-
sioners unanimously approved
the second and final reading of
an ordinance changing the date
of this year's municipal election
from March 11 to Aug. 26. In
that election, city voters will
vote for or against a proposed
amended city charter. 

The new date will allow the
city election to be held in con-
junction with a countywide pri-
mary election also scheduled for
Aug. 26. It will also allow the
city to reduce the cost of hold-
ing the election from $4,500-
$1,000, according to the ordi-
nance.

City officials decided to
postpone the election, normally
held every year in March, after
the three elective seats at stake

this year (two four-year com-
mission terms and the mayoral-
ty) drew only one candidate
each.  With no contest for those
positions, the charter referen-
dum could be postponed five
months, officials decided.

Commissioners also
approved a resolution in which
the City of Valparaiso commits
$125,000 to the fiscal year 2013
Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) project,
contingent upon receiving a
CDBG grant of $700,000 from
the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity (DEO),
which awards such block grants.

The decision follows up on
previous action taken during the
city commission’s Jan. 13 meet-
ing, during which the commis-
sion held its second public hear-
ing regarding its application for
the CDBG grant of $700,000 in
the DEO’s Small City
Community Development
Block Grant program.

To obtain such a grant, at
least 51 percent of the funds
obtained must benefit low- and
moderate-income persons. The
grant would include $56,000 for
administration, $43,600 for
engineering, and $600,400 for
rehabilitation of city sewer lines
and components.

According to documents pre-
sented during the Jan. 13 com-
mission meeting;

“The city of Valparaiso’s
application will request funding
to provide rehabilitation to the
city’s sewer collection system
and the city’s sewer lift stations.
Potential upgrades to the exist-
ing sewer collection system may
include: the complete renova-
tion and replacement of several
lift stations throughout the sys-
tem to address aging and deteri-
orating wet wells, conversion
from a dry pit configuration to
submersible and replacement of
energy inefficient pumps; and
localized gravity sewer and
force main replacement to
accommodate the associated lift

EXPANSION
From page A-1

www.DiamondWorksJewelry.com
Park Place Plaza, next to Santa Rosa Mall
323 Page Bacon Rd. | Mary Esther, FL 32569
850-244-5252 | Mike Tarbuck, Jeweler-Owner

Diamond Works inc.
 JEWELRY REPAIR
NEXT DAY SERVICE
REMOUNTS
CUSTOM DESIGN

209 Government Ave., Niceville • 678-7925
Sales & Installation
FREE Estimates

Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. by Appointment

SIMPLER CARPET & TILE, INC.

Serving Niceville-Valparaiso for 50 years

Browse our selection of Hardwood & Laminate

Please see OK, page A-6

Having trouble hearing and understanding words?
Tired of saying, “huh”? Do loved ones ask you to

turn the volume down on the TV?
We can help.

No charge for 2nd opinions. See our award winning video at: 
www.EarCareAssociates.com

A worried couple

Are you confused with all the “PRICE TYPE ADVERTISING” for hearing instruments?  Tired of being asked to be part of
“ANOTHER TRIAL STUDY” to test the “NEW REVOLUTIONARY, STATE OF THE ART”. . ya-da-ya-da-ya-da?  We don’t charge
for 2nd opinions. We don’t need to “TEST” our hearing instruments on the public.  We can be sure what works for our patients,
because we offer them a “Try B4U Buy ©” agreement.  And, we’re not talking about an “In-Office-Trial” for a few “Magical
Moments” in a clinical setting. We’re talking about “RealWorld” testing; you leave our office with a new set of digital
programmable hearing instruments which have been specifically programed for your specific HEARING LOSS & LIFESTYLE.  Our
“Try B4U Buy ©” agreement simply put is:  Leave your check book at home, bring only your spouse, relative, or friend with you
so that we can conduct a “Familiar Voice Test” and then program your hearing instruments to the specific frequencies which will
give you back that part of your life that you’ve been missing.

Call now to schedule a time to “Try B4U Buy ©”!
QUALITY HEARING IS A CRUCIAL LINK TO A HEALTHY BRAIN

HEARING LOSS IS LINKED TO DEMENTIA
CALL FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF RESEARCH STUDIES – 850-678-3277 (EARS)

NICEVILLE
HEARING CENTER

850-678-3277
Twin Cities Medical Plaza

1001 College Blvd. W. Bldg 2
Niceville, FL 32578

www.NicevilleHearingCenter.com
info@NicevilleHearingCenter.com

DESTIN
HEARING CENTER

850-678-3211
4012 Commons Dr. W.

Destin, FL 32541
www.DestinHearingCenter.com
info@DestinHearingCenter.com

PANAMA CITY
HEARING CENTER

850-830-0376
24 W. 8th St.

Panama City, FL 32401
www.PanamaCityHearingCenter.com
info@PanamaCityHearingCenter.com

Proud Phonak Provider

Certified Lyric Hearing Professionals
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station rehabilitation, as neces-
sary.”

“Additionally, upgrades at
the lift stations may include the
installation of a standby genera-
tor and electrical and control
system upgrades.”

Joseph A. Mittauer, President
of Mittauer & Associates, a con-
sulting and engineering firm
working with the city to design
the sewer system improvements,
addressed the city commission’s
Jan. 13 meeting, saying that it
would be possible to improve
the city’s competitive position
for obtaining the CDBG grant
by pledging more of the city’s
own money than the $25,000 the
city initially pledged, up to a
maximum of $125,000.

City Commissioner Heyward
Strong, who oversees the city’s
public works program, told fel-
low commissioners Jan. 13 that

he would look into the city’s
finances, and report back to the
city commission during its Jan.
22 meeting about how much the
city can actually afford to
pledge.

On Jan. 22, Strong made his
report, recommending that the
city go ahead and pledge the
maximum $125,000 amount. If
the CDBG grant is then
obtained, the $700,000 of the
grant would then be combined
with the city’s $125,000 to fund
the improvements to the city
sewer system. Strong suggested
that the $125,000 could be bor-
rowed from the city’s general
fund, and could be paid back
with a monthly rate hike of
$2.12 per household applied
over three years. He said that
even with such a rate hike,
Valparaiso’s sewer rates would
still compare favorably with
those of nearby sewer districts
such as Niceville and Okaloosa
County. Given the fact that the
city’s aging sewer system is

much in need of improvement,
said Strong, the benefit of rais-
ing the extra money in hopes of
obtaining the CDBG grant out-
weighs the cost.

Commissioner Kay
Hamilton, however, said that she
would like to obtain more infor-
mation about the chance of
obtaining a CDBG grant next
year versus this year, since there
have been some unconfirmed
reports that the DEO’s rules
may change next year, eliminat-
ing the requirement for the city
to pledge so much of its own
money in order to be competi-
tive for obtaining such a grant.
If the rules actually change, she
said, the city might obtain such
a grant next year without having
to pledge so much of its own
money or raise rates on its resi-
dents.

After some further discus-
sion, the commissioners voted
3-1 in favor of pledging the
$125,000 in hopes of obtaining
the grant, Hamilton dissenting.

OK
From page A-5

Northwest Floridaʼs warm
sunny climate and white sandy
beaches attract many people to
live here, but sun, rain, and salt
spray from the Gulf of Mexico
can damage the surface of your
home and its roof. Thatʼs where
Rhino Shield comes in.

While you may already be
familiar with Rhino Shield, the
special coating that lasts longer
and protects better than conven-
tional paint, you may not know
that Rhino Shieldʼs new Super
Shield Ceramic Roof coating can
now protect your roof as well as
your exterior walls.

“Super Shield is a unique
product,” said Mike Redmond,
owner of Rhino Shield Gulf
South. “This system is ideal for
all kinds of roof surfaces such as
asphalt, tile, aluminum, steel,
copper, plywood, shakes,
Styrofoam, concrete and clay.” 

“With Super Shield, you can
make your old roof look more
modern, and can change the
color of your existing roofing

material, such as shingle, metal
or tiles, while protecting it and
adding years of life to your roof.”

Where your roof has been
repaired, you can ensure a uni-

form color and appearance even
over parts of your roof that have
been damaged or repaired in the
past.”

“Super Shield Ceramic Roof
Coating offers substantial water-
proofing and insulation benefits
by creating a layer of protection
with the benefit of ultra-violet ray
reflectivity,” he said. “Super
Shield not only aids in the reduc-
tion of energy consumption, but
also prevents mold, mildew and
staining, eliminates granule loss
with a shingle roof and increases
resale value extending the life of
your roof.”

“While Super Shield is cheap-
er than re-roofing,” said
Redmond, “this product also has
a 10-year non-prorated transfer-
able warranty and can be tinted
to any color.”

Dotson Gwinn, who lives in
nearby Miramar Beach, recently
had his home renovated, to
include Rhino Shield protection
for both his roof and exterior
walls. “My original roof was a

mint-green color that couldnʼt
be matched with new roof tiles,”
Gwinn said, “but with Rhino
Shield, we were able to use dif-
ferent color roof tiles, then coat
them with Rhino Shield to color
the roof a shade of brown that
perfectly coordinates with the
Rhino Shield coating applied to
the walls of the house.” 

The new exterior of his
home, Gwinn said, “cleans
extremely well,” and provides
excellent protection from the
elements.

Gwinn was also pleased by
the workmanship and profes-
sionalism of the Rhino Shield
installation crew. “They did an
exceptionally good job, on a
timely basis, and left no mess.
Later, they came back to touch
up wherever I asked them to.
They were extremely polite, and
did an efficient, high quality job.
I am completely satisfied.”

To learn more, contact Rhino
Shield Gulf South, 866.902.9937,
RhinoShieldFlorida.com.

Advertising Feature

You're covered with Rhino Shield
New products protect roof as well as walls

Dotson Gwinn proudly shows off his Rhino Shielded home.

*With approved credit. Exp: 02/28/14

850.424.6829
FREE EVALUATION • FINANCING AVAILABLE
www.RhinoShieldGulfSouth.com

It̓ s not paint!

• Guaranteed for 25 years!
• Will never flake, chip or peel.
• Perfect for wood, brick, block,

stucco, & cement fiber board.
• Wood repair & prep work included.
• Seals and protects.
• Financing available!

Never PAINT
Your Home Again!

Rethink your roof!

10 Year
Warranty

SPECIAL OFFER!

INTEREST FREE
FINANCING

1188  MMOONNTTHHSS
• Crowns & Bridges
• Fillings & Partials
• Dentures

• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Implants

• Emergencies
- NOW OFFERING -

• Botox • Juvederm
• Invisalign • Conscious Sedation

897-4488 
www.BluewaterBayDentist.com

Merchantʼs Walk • Ste 101 • Niceville

Olivier Broutin, D.M.D.
Accepting New Patients

*Minimum fee only for ADA code D9972 OFFER EXPIRES 2/28/14

TEETH
WHITENING

$199*

143 S. John Sims Pkwy. • Valparaiso

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
729-3300

CARING FOR FAMILIES
-NEWBORN TO ADULT

EMERALD COAST FAMILY MEDICINE

• Internal Medicine
• Pediatrics
• Preventive Care
• Sport/school Physicals
• Immunizations

Dr. T. Castaneda, M.D.
Board Certified 

Family Physician

WEIGHT LOSS MANAGEMENT

Most Insurances Accepted

FULL SERVICE HAIR
for ladies & men

Call Today! 678-1977

Hair Styling
Hi/Low Lites • Shades

Hair Color • Perms
Pravana Perfection

Smooth Out

101 John Sims Pkwy.
Niceville

Tues-Fri 9-6 • Sat 8-2

Evening Appointments
Upon Request

RedKen Color & Products
Kenra Haircare Products

Call today for a tour!

•Respite Care
•Day Stays
•24-Hour Nursing

2300 North Partin Dr.
Niceville, FL 32578
(850) 897-2244
www.SuperiorALF.com
Assisted Living # AL11712

Specializing in Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s and Dementia

SUPERIOR
RESIDENCES
of Niceville
MEMORY CARE

and GENERAL REPAIR
Brakes • Water Pumps

Timing Belts • Struts/Shocks

HEATINGHEATING
REPAIRS

Zen master, guard dog,
& welcoming committee

“TONY”

• Expert, Certified Techs
• Quality Parts
• Detailed Estimates
• Friendly Service
(850)729-6629

REPAIRS
We
offer

License # CAC1814749
www.facebook.com/tempacurehvac

www.tempacurehvac.com

325 South Cedar Ave.
Suite B
Niceville, 32578

MINIMUM SEER RATING IN 2005MINIMUM SEER RATING IN 2005
WILL BE 14 SEER OR ABOVE.WILL BE 14 SEER OR ABOVE.

Have us do a FREE CHECK ME*
on your system and you might be eligible for 
up to $1000.00 in rebates! Rebates ending soon! 

Call today!
*Gulf Power customers only.

Beacon photo by Mike Griffith

Eaglettes honored
The Okaloosa County School Board honored the Niceville High School Eaglettes Dance team
Monday.  The team won the 2014 Universal Dance Association's Alabama State Champions
in the Out of State Varsity Hip Hop Division.  The Eaglettes also won second place in the jazz
division and received the varsity sportsmanship award.  The students honored Monday were:
Taylor Anderson, Alexa Verzwyvelt, Jessie Saris, Ally Greer, Allison Schwartz, Laurel
Browning, Grace Barton, Lexi Grandgenett, Johannah Wolfe, Desiree Manard, Jessi Miceli,
Katie Armstrong, Skylar Barrett. Coaches are Brooke James and Jill Kerschitz.
Choreographers are Denise Dicharry Galjour and Jill Kerschitz.



By Angela Yuriko Smith
Beacon Staff Writer

Patrons of the Niceville Public
Library may have noticed some
new activity out in the library’s
gated courtyard.  Two feral kit-
tens have made the area their
home and been adopted by the
staff.

“The patrons are getting used
to seeing them out there,” said
Libby Gibbs. “They’ll come up to
the glass to play.”  Gibbs is the
woman who is largely responsi-
ble for the kittens adoption by the
library.  

The kittens have been named
Edgar Allen Poe and Dorian
Grey, after the literary icons of
the same name, and they have a
shelter to help them survive in the
recent cold snaps and are fed and
watered daily.  

Feline Friends of Destin

worked with the library staff to
capture the kittens and give them
medical evaluations and shots.
Both kittens are male and have
also been neutered.  Once they
were vetted, the two felines were
released
back into
the area
they were
found in
as part of
Feline
Friends’
“Trap,
Neuter
and
Return,” a
program
that “is
the
smartest and most humane way to
deal with existing outdoor cat
populations,”  according to the

FFoD
website.  

The
program
involves
trapping
feral cats,
providing
them with
medical
care,
shots and
spaying
or neutering before being releas-
ing the animals back into their
area.  

Volunteers humanely trap
dozens of cats a month and make
sure that feeding stations are
established and supervised after-
wards.  

“The library employees have
been taking care of their food,”
said Gibbs.  “Feline Friends is
responsible for them if anything
happens major.”  The idea behind

this is to save cats that are consid-
ered unadoptable, said Gibbs, and
would be euthanized immediate-
ly.

“These little guys are com-
pletely feral,” said Gibbs “Which
is different from ‘stray’ as in they
haven’t had any contact with
humans, other than when they
were fixed.”  

While Poe and Doe, as they
are called now, may be adoptable
some day, at the moment all par-
ties involved seem content to let
things go ahead as they are.  

“We’re all getting attached to
them,” said Gibbs.
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Who’s News

Beacon photo by Angela Yuriko Smith

Book release fete
Terri Fedonczak, left, was at One 20A Modern Bistro, Niceville,
Monday, Jan. 20 to sign copies of her new book, “Field Guide
to Plugged-in Parenting: Even if You Were Raised by Wolves”
at a book release party.  Pictured, she signs a copy for Nancy
Fox of Bluewater Bay.

Ruckel
beats
Bruner
Thursday
Ruckel Middle School Rams
won Thursday nightʼs soccer
game against Bruner Middle
School with a score of 3-2.
Pictured, Mattheau Martin
leaps over Brunerʼs goalie to
charge the goal.  Ruckel will
be playing Lewis School Jan.
30. at the Twin Oaks Sports
Complex, Niceville.

Beacon photo by Sarah Clauson

Elizabeth Gadzinski has
been named to the Dean’s List
for the 2013 fall semester at
Northwest Florida State
College.  

Gadzinski is a 2013 gradu-
ate of
Rocky
Bayou
Christian
School hav-
ing earned
an honors
diploma.  

Upon
obtaining
her associ-
ate’s degree
she plans to
transfer to the University of
Central Florida in the fall of
2015 to major in Events
Management.

***
Eve Glenn, 8th grade stu-

dent at Ruckel Middle School is
a grand prize winner in the
Unilever Community Service
and Commitment Essay

Libby Gibbs, a Niceville Library
employee, has championed the
cause to care for the two feral
cats that live in the enclosed
library courtyard.  Patrons can
come see the kittens play
through the windows.

Library houses kittens in courtyard

More than books await at the Niceville Library

Elizabeth
Gadzinski

Dorian Grey

Edgar Allen Poe

GET A FRESH START
A New Year gives us an opportunity for a fresh start and a
new attitude. If you feel your hearing is holding you captive,
let us help you set yourself free.

Call today for a
Free Hearing Profile

When you think of hearing ... Think of Bay Area Better Hearing.

Leslie A. Dame
Hearing Aid

Specialist 4400 Hwy. 20 E., Ste. 211, Bluewater Bay • (850) 279-4545
HIGH QUALITY • LOW PRICES • EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

COUPONS
batteries

$3 per pack

$1,90000

All Models & Sizes
Power & Mini Model Add $100

100% Digital

Reg.
$2,20000

Expires 2/28/14. Expires 2/28/14.Limit 4.

“NERA”

Please see WHOʼS, page B-4

Robotics champs at STEMM Center
The robotics competition team for The Doolittle Institute at the Okaloosa County STEMM Center,
Valparaiso, won first place, and the Championʼs Trophy, in a robotics tournament at Northwest
Florida State College Jan. 18 as part of the “2013 Natureʼs Fury Challenge.”  This is the first time
NWFSC hosted the event.  Pictured from left, Robin Wynn, Indira Mishra, Natalie Cross, Livia
Hughes, Ben Baltz, Chris Loffler, Mary Mason White and Jasmine Mishra.
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Okaloosa
Volunteer
of the Year
Mary Norton, right, better
known as “Granny” to hun-
dreds of Bluewater
Elementary students, was
recently named as the recipi-
ent of the Okaloosa School
Districtʼs “Outstanding
School Volunteer of the Year”
award, senior category.  She
has volunteered for the past
10 years.  Pictured with Amy
Klugh, Bluewater assistant
principal, who is giving her
an official name badge that
says “Granny.”

Mayor and wife give new stove to childrenʼs center
Mayor Wise and his wife Helen donated a new stove to the Childrenʼs Advocacy Center.  After 13
years of baking more than 100,000 plus cookies, the oven door on the old stove fell off making it
necessary to be replaced. Pictured from left, Vida Brinson, Debbie Hollis, Mayor Randall Wise and
Julie Hurst.

Lady Eagles
lose to South
Walton
Niceville High School Lady
Eagles lost their last varsity
basketball game to South
Walton High School, Santa
Rosa Beach Friday with a
score of 47-36.  Their next
game will be in Fort Walton
Beach Jan. 30 for a district
game against Crestview
High School.  Pictured, Elise
Stuart takes control of the
ball.

Beacon photo by Sarah Clauson

Twins at Lewis rank first in All-State
Andrew and Tacy Colón, 8th grade twins at Lewis School, were
recently each ranked number one in the state of Florida on
their respective instruments at the Florida Music Educators
Association convention Jan. 11 in Tampa.  Pictured, Andrew
and Tacy, just after their performance as principal players in
the All-State Band.  
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– with the added security of a guaranteed rate. Take advantage 
of our 2 Year CD, available now for a limited time.
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Movie event
The Valparaiso Community

Library invites teens to
a special showing of
“The Lone Ranger,”
rated PG-13, on Jan. 29
at 3 p.m.  

Children under 13
must be accompanied by an adult.
For questions, call 729-5406.

Alzheimerʼs support group
A support group for those affect-

ed by Alzheimer’s will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 29 at
the Niceville United Methodist
Church, Chandler Center, 214 S.
Partin Drive.  The support group is
free and limited respite care is avail-
able, reserve in advance by calling
866-478-7790.

All County performance
The All County Bands, musi-

cians from various local High
School bands, perform in an All
County Band concert Jan. 31 at 7
p.m.  Event is free at the Mainstage
Theater, Mattie Kelly Arts Center,
Niceville.

Republican Women meet
The Republican Women of

Okaloosa Federated will meet on
Feb. 5 at the Wyndham Garden
Hotel on Okaloosa Island.
Socializing will begin at 11:30 a.m.,
with lunch at noon.  There will be a
“Dine and Dash” table, which will
accommodate those who can only
stay for a limited time.

“The Media in Politics” will be
presented by Michael Griffith, a
reporter and photographer for The
Bay Beacon. 

To make a reservation, contact
Donna Pattison at 651-5416 or don-
napattison@cox.net by noon on Jan.
31.  Cost of the lunch is $16 for
members and $18 for guests. For
more information about RWOF, visit
rwof.org.

Worship and Word
Pastors Walter and Barbara

Williams, along with the members
of All God’s Children and The
Living Word Worship Center, 40 S.
John Sims Parkway, Valparaiso,
welcomes special guest Joni Ames
for their Friday Night Live Service
on January 31 at 7 p.m.  All are invit-
ed. For more information call 678-
7632.

Bird walk
Master birder, Bruce Purdy, will

lead a bird walk to the
Okaloosa County Landfill
and Ft. Walton spray
fields on Feb. 1.  This
location consistently pro-
duces the highest species counts in
our area with wintering shorebirds,
raptors, ducks, songbirds and more.  

Wear good shoes, bring water
and insect repellent. Meet at Coach

and 4 Restaurant at 1313 Lewis
Turner Blvd., Fort Walton Beach at
7:30 a.m.  Call Bruce at 305-359-
5334 for more info.

Income tax help 
Volunteers from AARP will pro-

vide free individual federal tax assis-
tance on an appointment only basis
at the Niceville Library beginning
Feb. 1-April 12.  Days and times
available are Saturdays 9–1,
Wednesdays 9–1 and Fridays 9–4.

Individuals seeking 2013 federal
tax preparation help can sign up at
the Reference Desk or call the
library at 729-4090 or 279-4863
x1507 to make an appointment. 

According to AARP officials,
individual income tax preparation
assistance is limited to 2013 federal
income taxes only. 

IRS tax forms are available in the
library lobby.  Many major forms
and instruction booklets may not be
available till late February according
to a recent IRS notification.

Biophilia event
There will be an “Archeology for

Kids” event at the Biophilia Center,
Freeport, on Saturday, Feb. 1 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with special pro-
grams at 11 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  For
more info, call 835-1824 or visit
eowilsoncenter.org.

Black History dinner
The Okaloosa County Chapter of

the Democratic Black Caucus of
Florida will be having a Okaloosa
County Black Caucus’ Black
History Fundraising Dinner on Feb.
1 at 6 p.m. at the Ramada Inn on
Okaloosa Island. 

The event’s theme,
“Teamwork makes the
Dream Work,” will be
highlighted by keynote
speaker Dr. Melvin T.
Stith, Dean Emeritus at the Whitman
School of Management, Syracuse
University.

Tickets for this event are $50 per
person with proceeds benefitting the
Okaloosa Black Caucus’ annual “get
out the vote” campaign.

To purchase, contact Jerome
Lewis 376-3142, Naomi Hardison
499-0204, Diane Dillard 226-1346
or the Okaloosa County Democratic
Party at 609-3367.

Watercolor workshop
Don Andrews, nationally known

watercolor artist, will present a
“Beginning Landscape” class at the
Arts and Design Society’s (ADSO)
Art Center Studio, 17 First Street,
SE, Fort Walton Beach on Feb. 1
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  This class is for
beginning through advanced water-
color students.  Cost is $120 for
ADSO members, $130 for non-
members.  Students provide their
own materials. 

To sign up for this workshop visit
the ADSO website at artsdesignsoci-
ety.org or call 244-1271 Tuesday
through Friday, 1-4 p.m.

History weekend
Make history part of your future

with “Home School Fridays” and
“Hands-On History Saturdays,” a
monthly program based on the
Florida core standards for education
for children ages 5-12 at the
Heritage Museum of Northwest
Florida, Valparaiso.  Each month,
from now until June a different pro-

gram will be presented related to
Northwest Florida history for chil-
dren and families.

February’s program will be
“Bayou Living” on Feb. 1 and 7
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

$7 per child or $5 for museum
family members.  Special deal for
new family members.  Groups wel-
come, space is limited so please pre-
register at 678-2615.

Mac users
The February meeting of the

Mac Users Group will be held on
Monday, Feb. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Northwest Florida State College
Student Services Building, room
132.

Anne Hornstein will be present-
ing a program entitled “Short cuts,
Secrets and Simple Hints.”  This will
be a hands-on, interactive workshop
for using your Macintosh computer
and iPad.  Some of the applications
to be covered will be eMail,
Contacts, Pages, iPhoto, Calendar,
Reminders and Notes. 

Attendees are encouraged to
bring their Mac devices and will be
given an opportunity to share infor-
mation and ask questions.

For more information, visit
FWBMug.com or contact Jean
Dutton at 862-3327 or jeancdut-
ton@mac.com.

Classical commentary
The “Better Listening” series

combines commentaries on classic
music and related CD selections
each Tuesday evening from Feb. 4
through March 25 from 7-9 p.m. at
the Unitarian Church Fellowship
Hall, 1295 Bayshore Drive,
Valparaiso. All sessions are free and
open to the public. No reservations
required.  

Feb. 4 will be Dr. David Ott,
internationally recognized composer
and conductor, will open the
Unitarian Church sponsored com-
munity classical music study series
with his program, “Mostly Mozart.”
For more info, contact Lou Johnson
at musicstudy@uufec.com.

Open mic poetry night
Join fellow poets Feb. 5 for “Say

the Word,” an open mic poetry read-
ing at the French Quarter Bar &
Grill, 714 Howell Rd., Niceville, at
7 p.m.  

The event is free of charge and
all are welcome to take the mic.
Each performer should plan to share
about 2-3 poems, either their own or
by another author.

Read to Baci
Baci, a Bichon Frise therapy dog,

loves a good book.  If you are
age five or older and would like to
read a story to Baci, join him in the
Youth Services program
room Wednesday, Feb. 5, at 3:30
p.m. This is a first come, first served
program. You may bring a book or
choose from the library collection.

Daughters of colonists
Eucheeanna Chapter, Daughters

of the American Colonists will have
its next meeting on Feb. 5 in
Niceville.  Women over the age of
18 are welcome to join.
Membership in the NSDAC is a
unique opportunity to honor one’s
lineage and heritage as a descendant
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Teacher,
staff of
the year
for Plew
Sonja Leighton, left, has
been selected as Plew
Elementaryʼs Teacher of
the Year and Lynne Roll
has been selected as
Plewʼs Educational
Support Person of the
Year.

Beacon photo by Angela Yuriko Smith

Museum class learns to weave rushes
Interested students gathered despite the chilly night Jan. 21 to learn to make woven rush seats at
the Heritage Museum of Northwest Florida, Valparaiso.  Each student made the seat for a stool as
their project.  Pictured from left, Susan Adamov, Christine Reiner, instructor Phil Richter, Elaine
Lightfoot and Marsha Cox.  For information on future classes call 678-2615.

Prepare for tax time
Volunteers from AARP will provide free individual federal tax assistance on an appointment only
basis at the Niceville Library beginning Feb. 1-April 12.  Days and times available are Saturdays 9–
1, Wednesdays 9–1 and Fridays 9–4.  Individuals seeking 2013 federal tax preparation help can
sign up at the Reference Desk or call the library at 729-4090 or 279-4863 x1507 to make an appoint-
ment.

Eaglettes shine at dance championship
The Niceville High School Eaglette Dance team traveled to Birmingham on Saturday, Jan. 11, to
compete at the UDA Alabama State Championship.  In the out-of-state division, they placed first in
Varsity Hip Hop and second in Varsity Jazz.  The team was also awarded the “Sportsmanship
Award” for all varsity teams.  Pictured top row from left, Laurel Browning, Jessi Miceli, Lexi
Grandgenett, Katie Armstrong, Jessie Saris, Grace Barton, Skylar Barrett and Allison Schwartz.
Bottom row from left, Johannah Wolfe, Desiree Manard, Taylor Anderson, Alexa Verzwyvelt and
Ally Greer. 

Edge lauds 
staff of the year
Angelle Rosenbleeth, left, has been selected
as Edge Elementaryʼs Teacher of the Year
and Cindy Dooley has been selected as
Edge's Educational Support Person of the
Year.

Please see CALENDAR, page B-4

Reservations required, call 850.729.9463.
Complimentary lunch provided.
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The Heritage Museum of
Northwest Florida in
Valparaiso is seeking craft and
food vendors, re-enactors and
traditional craft demonstrators
for their
38th
annual
“Saturday
in the
Park
Heritage
Festival”
to be held
on April
26 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

This family friendly event
has long supported the muse-
um’s efforts to promote the rich
history of Northwest Florida.

The festival begins at 8 a.m.
with the Heritage 5K Run/Walk
and the Kids Fun Run and is
followed by a day of historic
celebration with re-enactments,
craft demonstrations, live enter-
tainment, a Kid Zone with
bounce house, children’s crafts
and much more.

Vendor space is limited.
Registration forms are avail-
able at the museum or can be
requested by emailing
info@heritage-museum.org.

Individuals interested in
signing up for the event are
urged to carefully review the
rules section of the application.
Contact the museum at 678-
2615 for more information.

The voice of Niceville, Bluewater Bay and Valparaiso since 1992

1181 E. John Sims Parkway,
Niceville, Florida 32578

(850) 678-1080
info@baybeacon.com
Fax 1-888-520-9323

The Bay
Beacon

& Beacon Express

The Bay Beacon and Beacon
Express, incorporating the Bluewater

Breeze, is published every
Wednesday by Bayou Enterprises

Inc. Free total-market home delivery
to Niceville, Valparaiso, Bluewater
Bay and Seminole, as well as mid-
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of the American Colonials.  For
information contact Margaret
Nichols at 897-1278.

Early release movie
The Valparaiso Community

Library invites children and families
to the next Early Release Movie
Day on Feb. 6 at 1:30 p.m.  The
movie will be “Cloudy With a
Chance of Meatballs 2,” rated PG.
Popcorn will be served, seating is
limited.  729-5406.

Audubon meets
The Audubon monthly meeting

will be Feb. 6 with the program
“Alabama and Florida
Hummingbirds, a Lot More Than
You Think” by Fred Bassett, certi-
fied master bird bander.  The pro-
gram will discuss Ruby Throated
Hummingbirds in detail and intro-
duce several western humming bird
species that winter in the Southeast
that have been banded and sighted
often. 

The meeting will be held in
Room 130 on the ground floor of
the Student Services Center at the
Niceville campus of Northwest
Florida State College, and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. with socializing
and light refreshments.  The meet-
ing is free and open to the interested
public. For more information, call
Walt Spence at 582-7064.
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C o n t e s t .
The prize is
a $5,000
grant contri-
bution to a
Florida 529
C o l l e g e
S a v i n g s
Plan.
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Eve Glenn

‘Saturday
in the
Park’ seeks
vendors


